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TOUSECOMMITTEE REPOI

E)Ic’lzljlé Referred  Committee: April 19, 2004 FURTHER REFERRALS:
Date of Committee Action:. | k t k |

The FINANCE Committee considered: HR 275
HOUSE BILL NO. 275 VETERINARIANS AND ANIMALS

"An Act relating to veterinarians and animals."
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[ ] attach amendments
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 275(L&C)
(H) Publish Date: 4/1/04
Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: LAW
Title "An act relating lo veterinarians and animals." RDU CIVIL
Component Environmental
Sponsor Represenlalive Chenfcull
Requester House Labor and Commerce Component No.
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Senlices
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

JCAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Under this bill, veterinarians employed by the state would have responsibilities in addition to those outlined

in AS 03-25.020, related chiefly to the well being of livestocn and domestic animals . The bill also classifies
crimes of cruelty to animals and criminal negligence. It adds persons who have a duty under state law or
municipal ordinance to investigate animal cruelty, abuse or neglect to those who are required to report
suspected harm arising from child abuse and neglect.

Passage of this legislation will have no foreseeable fiscal impact on the Department of Law.

Prepared by: Kathryn A. Daughhetee, Director Phone 465-3573
Division Administrative Services Date/Time 3/28/04 11:10AM
Approved by:  Kathryn Daughhetee for Gregg D. Renkes, Attorney General Date 3/28/2004
Agency Department of Law

(Renied 122080/8 Page 10of 1



FISCAL NO

STATE OF ALASKA
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):

TE

Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected:

Fiscal Note Number:

CSHB 275(JUD)
4/19/04

Environmental Conservation

Title Veterinarians and animals >DU _ Environmental Health
Component Laboratory Services
Sponsor Representative Mike Chenault
Requester House Judiciary Committee Component No. 2065
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Doliars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Contractual 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1003 GF Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1037 GF/Mental Health 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 00__

Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:

POSITIONS

Full-time 0 0
Part-time 0 0
Temporary 0 0
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page it necessary)

This bill will have no known fiscal impact upon the department.

Prepared by: Kristin Ryan, Director

o

0 0
0 0
0 0

Phone (907) 269-7645

Division Environmental Health

Approved by:  Kurt Fredriksson, Deputy Commissioner

Agency Environmental Conservation

(Roviled I220BOVB

Date/Time 4/2/04 1:34 PM
Date 4/2/2004

Page 1of1l
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 4

2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 275((JUD)
(H) Publish Date: 4/19/04

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected] Public Safety

Title Act Relating lo Care and Cruelty of Animals RDU Alaska State Troopers
Component AST Detachments

Sponsor Rep. Chenault

Requester H. Labor & Commerce Component No. 2325

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009

Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) f

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

FY 2010

0.0

0.0

This bill establishes standards of care for animals and processes for investigating complaints of animal
cruelty. It also creates the crimes of Cruelty to Animals in the First Degree, a class A misdemeanor, and

Cruelty to Animals in the Second Degree, a class B misdemeanor.

The bill also requires that those officers involved in the investigation of cruelty to animal complaints must

report child abuse or neglect if such is detected in the course of their investigation.

This is no expected fiscal impact to the Department of Public Safety.

Prepared by: Lt. Al Storey Phone 907-269-4532
Division Alaska State Troopers Date/Time 4/1/04 8:31 AM
Approved by: Commissioner William Tandeske Date 4/1/2004
Agency Department of Public Safety

(Rvised IXXBOVB Page 1of 1



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:

2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 275(. I'D)
(H) Publish Date: 4/19/04

Revision Dale/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected] Administration

Title An Act relating to animals BRU Legal and Advocacy Services
Component Public Defender Agency

Sponsor Reps. Chenault, Gruenberg,...

Requester (H) Judiciary Component No. 1631

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010

Personal Services : : : « i :

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

* € * * D *
TOTAL OPERATING
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGE IN REVENUES (
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
. . * * W

1004 GF °
1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL " : : * * *
Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill would likely have some fiscal impact on the operations of the Public Defender Agency, because in

Sections 2 and 3 it criminalizes conduct that does not currently qualify for the crime of cruelty to animals.
The bill breaks down the crime of cruelty to animals into two levels of misdemeanor offenses.

Criminalizing conduct that is not currently a crime will likely increase the caseload of the Agency. The
Agency does not currently handle a significant number of cruelty to animal offenses, but would expect lo
handle many more if this bill were enacted, but it is impossible to predict the impact with any accuracy.
There may also be a fiscal impact to the Agency from Section 4 that adds an aggravator for consideration
at sentencing for deliberate cruelty to an animal or exposing an animal lo a threat of serious physical injury.

Prepared by: Linda K. Wilson. Deputy Director Phone (907)-334-4416
Division Public Defender Agency Date/Time 4/5/04 12'00 AM
Approved by: Ray Matiashowski, Deputy Commissioner Date 4/5/2004
Agency Administration

(Revisd 0BV Page 1of 1



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 1

2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 275(L&C)
(H) Publish Date: 4/1/04

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected LAW

Title "An act relating lo veterinarians and animals." 'RDU CIVIL
Component Environmental

Sponsor Representative Chenault

Requester House Labor and Commerce Component No.

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010

Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Frogram Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Under this bill, veterinarians employed by the state would have responsibilities in addition to those outlined

in AS 03-25.020, related chiefly to the well being of livestock and domestic animals . The bill also classifies
crimes of cruelty to animals and criminal negligence. It adds persons who have a duty under state law or
municipal ordinance to investigate animal cruelty, abuse or neglect to those who are required to report
suspected harm arising from child abuse and neglect.

Passage of this legislation will have no foreseeable fiscal impact on the Department of Law.

Prepared by: Kathryn A. Daughhetee, Director Phone 465-3673
Division Administrative Services Date/Time 3/28/04 11:10 AM
Approved by: Kathryn Daughhetee for Gregg D. Renkes, Attorney General Date 3/28/2004
Agency Department of Law

(Revised 220BOMD) Page 1of 1



STATE OF ALASKA

2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):
Title Veterinarians and animals

Sponsor
Requester

Expenditures/Revenues

FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected:

yrdu

Component

Representative Mike Chenault

House Judiciary Committee Component No.

CSHB 275(JUD)
4/19/04

Environmental Conservation
Environmental Health
Laboratory Services

(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

2065

FY 2009
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

o

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Contractual 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1003 GF Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1037 GF/Mental Health 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:
POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill will have no known fiscal impact upon the department.

Prepared by:
Division
Approved by:
Agency

(Revived L/ABOVB

Kristin Ryan, Director

Environmental Health

Kurt Fredriksson, Deputy Commissioner
Environmental Conservation

FY 2010
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

o

Phone (907) 269-7645
Date/Time 4/2/04 VM PM

Date 4/2/2004

Page 1of1



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:

2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 275((JUD)
(H) Publish Date: 4/19/04

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: Public Safety

Title Act Relating to Care and Cruelty of Animals RDU Alaska State Troopers
Component AST Detachments

Sponsor Rep. Chenault

Requester H. Labor & Commerce Component No. 2325

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010

Personal Senlices

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( 1— 7T

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This hill establishes standards of care for animals and processes for investigating complaints of animal
cruelly. ltalso creates the crimes of Cruelty lo Animals in the First Degree, a class A misdemeanor, and
Cruelly to Animals in the Second Degree, a class B misdemeanor.

The hill also requires that those officers involved in the investigation of cruelty to animal complaints must
report child abuse or neglect if such is detected in the course of their investigation.

This is no expected fiscal impact to the Department of Public Safety.

Prepared by: Lt. Al Storey Phone 907-269-4532
Division Alaska State Troopers Date/Time 4/1/04 8:31 AM
Approved by: Commissioner William Tandeske Date 4/1/2004
Agency Department of Public Safety

(Rid 2208OVB Page 1of 1



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:

2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 275(JUD)
(H) Publish Date: 4/19/04

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: \dministration

Title An Act relating to animals ‘BRU Legal and Advocacy Services
Component Public Defender Agency

Sponsor Reps. Chenault, Gruenberg,...

Reouester (H) Judiciary Component No. 1631

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010

Personal Services ‘ ‘ ? ¥ ‘ ‘

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)
TOTAL

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill would likely have some fiscal impact on the operations of the Public Defender Agency, because in

Sections 2 and 3 it criminalizes conduct that does not currently qualify for the crime of cruelty to animals.
The bill breaks down the crime of cruelty to animals into two levels of misdemeanor offenses.

Criminalizing conduct that is not currently a crime will likely increase the caseload of the Agency. The
Agency does not currently handle a significant number of cruelty to animal offenses, but would expect to
handle many more if this bill were enacted, but it is impossible to predict the impact with any accuracy.
There may also be a fiscal impact to the Agency from Section 4 that adds an aggravator for consideration
at sentencing for deliberate cruelty to an animal or exposing an animal to a threat of serious physical injury.

Prepared by: Linda K. Wilson, Deputy Director Phone (907)-334-4416
Division Public Defender Agency Date/Time 4/5/04 12:00 AM
Approved by: Ray Matiashowski, DeputyCommissioner Date 4/5/2004
Agency Administration

(Ravised 9203OMVB Page 1of |
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Representative

Mike Chenault

Interim;

145 Main St. Loop, Second Floor
Kcnai, Alaska 99611

(907) 283-7223

Fax: (907) 283-3075

S tate of A 1 a s k a

H ouse of Representatives

Official Business

Session:

Capitol Building, Room 432
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
(907) 465-3779

Toll Free: (800) 469-3779
Fax: (907) 465-2833

SPONSOR STATEMENT
IHB - VETERINARIANS ANT) ANIMALS

Two years ag<p in Sterling, State Troopers, animal rescuers, veterinarians and a
member of my staff witnessed possibly the worst case of mass animal cruelty in Alaska.
Dozens of dogs some-frozen to the ground, but still alive, were found on a parcel of land
in the Sterling area. Some were locked in an abandoned bus, some tied to trees and
stakes. None had the;bare margin of food, water, or humane shelter. The only bedding
was canine feces or ice. Avidsoisasailade faienngwithttrevamirgtret isaLite
aahicadmt fatefart offeat

| .

A week ago, a police officer stopped a drunk driver who had his dog tied to the
bumper of his truck. While the dog received emergency medical treatment, it was put
down as aresult of being dragged for several miles.

It is appalling; to find any human being capable of such horror. In fact, many
individuals who are later convicted of grave crimes to fellow humans are found to have
seriously abused animals at some time in their lives.

I have previously distributed animal cruelty information. | hope one of your staff
had the opportunity to read it. The puipose of this memo is to appeal to your humane
side and ask for your support to stop cruelty to animals. This is an issue decent human
beings should never have to consider. Common sense and compassion dictates how we
should treat animals, unfortunately we cannot depend on fellow human beings to be
decent and provide basic food, water and shelter for animals. This is not an issue foi
partisan politics, as most of us have delightful memories of childhood pets.

Please join me in setting an example to stop abuse of animals. You and I have the
opportunity to show our children how kind and compassionate animals can be while
teaching responsibility of animal care.

My family has a dog-named Destiny that is a loving, mischievous companion to
each of us. Although she has to be into what ever | am doing, be it painting or repairing
the kitchen sink, the kids are learning the responsibility of caring and providing for
another living being, and important part of becoming an adult.

Repn:sentauve_Mike_Chcniiult@ legis.sLatc.ak.us


mailto:sentauve_Mike_Chcniiult@legis.sLatc.ak.us
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mDebbie Moore

From: "Nancy Henricksen" <agroomer@ ptialaska.net>
To: "Debbie Moore" <pathways@alaska.net>
Sent: Saturday, December 21, 2002 11:33 AM

Subject: FW: petition

We're the heart of Kenai

— Original Message—

From: Ethel [mailto:donethel@gci.net]

Sent: Wednesday, December 18, 2002 5:01 PM
Subject: petition

TO: 2003 STATE OF ALASKA LEGISLATORS

FROM: THE FOLLOWING ALASKANS AND OUTSIDE
CITIZEN

REF: LACK OF ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS AND
ENFORCEMENT

WE/l STRONGLY URGE THE 2003 LEGISLATURE TO REVISE AND
STRENGTHEN THE ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS FOR THE STATE OF
ALASKA. LNVIEW OF NUMEROUS AND INCREASING TRAGEDIES
INVOLVING ANIMALS THIS SHOULD BE NUMBER ONE PRIORITY OF YOUR
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS THIS COMING SESSION. MANY PEOPLE HAVE
DECIDED NOT TO INCLUDE ALASKA IN THEIR TRAVEL BECAUSE OF
THESE HORRORS.

THE CURRENT STATE LAWS ARE TOTALLY INADEQUATE AND THEY
PROMOTE THE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE WHO ABUSE ANIMALS TO AVOID
COMMUNITIES THAT HAVE LOCAL AND STRICT ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS.
THERE ARE STRICT LAWS, BIG BUDGETS AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
TO PROTECT WILDLIFE BUT NOTHING FOR THE DOMESTIC ANIMALS,
PARTICULARLY, DOGS, CATS AND HORSES.

WE ARE MOST SERIOUS IN THIS REQUEST.

PRINTED NAME SIGNATURE ADDRESS DATE

lorp jtecpl)

12/23/02


mailto:agroomer@ptialaska.net
mailto:pathways@alaska.net
mailto:donethel@gci.net
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Debbie Moore

From: "Nancy Senricksen” <agroomer@ ptialaska.net>
To: "Debbie Moore" <pathways@ alaska.net>
Sent: Saturday, December 21, 2002 11:33 AM

Subject:  FW: petition

We’re the heart of Kenai

— Original Message—

From: Ethel [mailto:donethel@gci.net]
Sent:.Wednesday, December 18, 2002 5:01 PM
Subject: petition

TO: 2003 STATE OF ALASKA LEGISLATORS

FROM: THE FOLLOWING ALASKANS AND OUTSIDE
CITIZEN

REF: LACK OF ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS AND
ENFORCEMENT

WE/lI STRONGLY URGE THE 2003 LEGISLATURE TO REVISE AND
STRENGTHEN THE ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS FOR THE STATE OF

ALASKA. INVIEW OF NUMEROUS AND INCREASING TRAGEDIES
INVOLVING ANIMALS THIS SHOULD BE NUMBER ONE PRIORITY OF YOUR
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS THIS COMING SESSION. MANY PEOPLE HAVE
DECIDED NOT TO INCLUDE ALASKA IN THEIR TRAVEL BECAUSE OF
THESE HORRORS.

THE CURRENT STATE LAWS ARE TOTALLY INADEQUATE AND THEY
PROMOTE THE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE WHO ABUSE ANIMALS TO AVOID
COMMUNITIES THAT HAVE LOCAL AND STRICT ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS.

THERE ARE STRICT LAWS, BIG BUDGETS AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
TO PROTECT WILDLIFE BUT NOTHING FOR THE DOMESTIC ANIMALS,
PARTICULARLY, DOGS, CATS AND HORSES.

WE ARE MOST SERIOUS IN THIS REQUEST.

PRINTED NAME LSS DATE
p.o, Bcw nX
rs

PtnViK p.c 7 “tsvs

12/23/02


mailto:agroomer@ptialaska.net
mailto:pathways@alaska.net
mailto:donethel@gci.net
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Debbie Moore

From: "Nancy Henricksen" <agroomer@ ptialaska.net>
To: "Debbie Moore" <pathways@ alaska.net>

Sent: Saturday, December 21,2002 11:33 AM
Subject:  FW: petition

We're the heart of Kenali

— Original Message—

From: Ethel [mailto:donethel@gci.net]

Sent: Wednesday, December 18, 2002 5:01 PM
Subject: petition

TO: 2003 STATE OF ALASKA LEGISLATORS

FROM: THE FOLLOWING ALASKANS AND OUTSIDE
CITIZEN

REF: LACK OF ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS AND
ENFORCEMENT

WE/I STRONGLY URGE THE 2003 LEGISLATURE TO REVISE AND
STRENGTHEN THE ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS FOR THE STATE OF

ALASKA. INVIEW OF NUMEROUS AND INCREASING TRAGEDIES
INVOLVING ANIMALS THIS SHOULD BE NUMBER ONE PRIORITY OF YOUR
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS THIS COMING SESSION. MANY PEOPLE HAVE
DECIDED NOT TO INCLUDE ALASKA IN THEIR TRAVEL BECAUSE OF
THESE HORRORS.

THE CURRENT STATE LAWS ARE TOTALLY INADEQUATE AND THEY
PROMOTE THE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE WHO ABUSE ANIMALS TO AVOID
COMMUNITIES THAT HAVE LOCAL AND STRICT ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS.
THERE ARE STRICT LAWS, BIG BUDGETS AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
TO PROTECT WILDLIFE BUT NOTHING FOR THE DOMESTIC ANIMALS,
PARTICULARLY, DOGS, CATS AND HORSES.

WE ARE MOST SERIOUS IN THIS REQUEST.

P

12/23/02
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Debbie Moore

From: "Nancy Henricksen" <agroomer@ ptialaska.net>
To: "Debbie Moore" <pathways@a'aska.net>
Sent: Saturday, December 21, 2002 11:33 AM

Subject:  FW: petition

W e're the heart of Kenai

— Original Message-----

From: Ethel [mailto:donethel@gci.net]

Sent: Wednesday, December 18, 2002 5:01 PM
Subject: petition

TO: 2003 STATE OF ALASKA LEGISLATORS

FROM: THE FOLLOWING ALASKANS AND OUTSIDE
CITIZEN

REF: LACK OF ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS AND
ENFORCEMENT

WE/lI STRONGLY URGE THE 2003 LEGISLATURE TO REVISE AND
STRENGTHEN THE ANIMAL, CRUELTY LAWS FOR THE STATE OF

ALASKA. INVIEW OF NUMEROUS AND INCREASING TRAGEDIES
INVOLVING ANIMALS THIS SHOULD BE NUMBER ONE PRIORITY OF YOUR
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS THIS COMING SESSION. MANY PEOPLE HAVE
DECIDED NOT TO INCLUDE ALASKA IN THEIR TRAVEL BECAUSE OF
THESE HORRORS.

THE CURRENT STATE LAWS ARE TOTALLY INADEQUATE AND THEY
PROMOTE THE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE WHO ABUSE ANIMALS TO AVOID
COMMUNITIES THAT HAVE LOCAL AND STRICT ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS.

THERE ARE STRICT LAWS, BIG BUDGETS AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
TO PROTECT WILDLIFE BUT NOTHING FOR THE DOMESTIC ANIMALS,
PARTICULARLY, DOGS, CATS AND HORSES.

WE ARE MOST SERIOUS IN THIS REQUEST.

PRINTED NAME SIGNATURE ADDRESS DATE ., 0
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Debbie Moore

From: "Nancy Henricksen" <agroomer@ ptialaska.net>
To: "Debbie Moore" <pathways@ alaska.net>
Sent: Saturday, December 21, 2002 11:33 AM

Subject: FW: petition

We're the heart of Kenai

— Original Message-----

From: Ethel [mailto:donethel@gci.net]

Sent: Wednesday, December 18, 2002 5:01 PM
Subject: petition

TO: 2003 STATE OF ALASKA LEGISLATORS

FROM: THE FOLLOWING ALASKANS AND OUTSIDE
CITIZEN

REF: LACK OF ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS AND
ENFORCEMENT

WE/l STRONGLY URGE THE 2003 LEGISLATURE TO REVISE AND
STRENGTHEN THE ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS FOR THE STATE OF

ALASKA. IN VIEW OF NUMEROUS AND INCREASING TRAGEDIES
INVOLVING ANIMALS THIS SHOULD BE NUMBER ONE PRIORITY OF YOUR
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS THIS COMING SESSION. MANY PEOPLE HAVE
DECIDED NOT TO INCLUDE ALASKA IN THEIR TRAVEL BECAUSE OF
THESE HORRORS.

THE CURRENT STATE LAWS ARE TOTALLY INADEQUATE AND THEY
PROMOTE THE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE WHO ABUSE ANIMALS TO AVOID
COMMUNITIES THAT HAVE LOCAL AND STRICT ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS.
THERE ARE STRICT LAWS, BIG BUDGETS AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
TO PROTECT WILDLIFE BUT NOTHING FOR THE DOMESTIC ANIMALS,
PARTICULARLY, DOGS, CATS AND HORSES.

WE ARE MOST SERIOUS IN THIS REQUEST.

PRINTED NAME SIGNATURE ADDRESS DATE
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Debbie Moore

From: "Nancy Henricksen” <agroomer@ ptialas(ca.net>
To: "Debbie Moore" <pathways@ alaska.net>
Sent: Saturday, December 21, 2002 11:33 AM

Subject:  FW: petition

We're the heart of Kenai

— Original Message—

From: Ethel [mailto:donethel@ gci.net]

Sent: Wednesday, December 18, 2002 5:01 PM
Subject: petition

TO: 2003 STATE OF ALASKA LEGISLATORS
FROM: THE FOLLOWING ALASKANS AND OUTSIDE

CITIZEN f
REF: LACK OF ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS AND
ENFORCEMENT

WE/I STRONGLY URGE THE 2003 LEGISLATURE TO REVISE AND
STRENGTHEN THE ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS FOR THE STATE OF

ALASKA. INVIEW OF NUMEROUS AND INCREASING TRAGEDIES
INVOLVING ANIMALS THIS SHOULD BE NUMBER ONE PRIORITY OF YOUR
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS THIS COMING SESSION. MANTY PEOPLE HAVE
DECIDED NOT TO INCLUDE ALASKA IN THEIR TRAVEL BECAUSE OF
THESE HORRORS.

THE CURRENT STATE LAWS ARE TOTALLY INADEQUATE AND THEY
PROMOTE THE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE WHO ABUSE ANIMALS TO AVOID
COMMUNITIES THAT HAVE LOCAL AND STRICT ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS.

THERE ARE STRICT LAWS, BIG BUDGETS AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
TO PROTECT WILDLIFE BUT NOTHING FOR THE DOMESTIC ANIMALS,
PARTICULARLY, DOGS, CATS AND HORSES.

WE ARE MOST SERIOUS IN THIS REQUEST.
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[Fnd: HB275]

Subject: [Fwd: 1I1B 275]
Date: Mon, 05 Apr 2004 13:15:07 -0800
From: Ethel <donethel@gci.net>
To: Representative_Lesil_McGuire@]legis.slate.ak.us

Representative Lisel,

This is a hard copy of testimony for HB 275 which was canceled for today. W ill try and schedule our
lime for Tuesday,.

Ethel C. Christensen

Original Message---------
Subject: 1IB 275
Date: Mon, 05 Apr 2004 12:37:58 -0800
From: Ethel <donethcl@gci.nel>
To: donethel@gci.net <donelhel@gei.net>

Alaska SPCA supports HB 275 but many have voiced concerns that we
agree with and that is there is a need to address heinous crimes, such
as the recent continued stabbing of a German Shepherd to death here in
Anchorage. Past incidents of this nature was the killing and
dismemberment of guard dogs at Brewsters Depart Store. Another when a
bound couple had to watch when their small dogs were stomped to death
by intruders For these heinous crimes, there should be a mandatory
ja il sentence

In other animal <cruelty cases, there are mental and drug related
problems that the law and courts are still dealing with . A
stronger cruelty law* would give both law enforcement and the courts
more tools to work with..

It is well documented that persons who are cruel to animals are also

cruel to children.

Ethel D. Christensen
Director Alaska SPCA
Founder 1966

4/52004 2:14 PM
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HB275

Subject: [IB275
Date: Fri, 2 Apr 2004 18:04:48 -0800 (PST)
From: Carol <busfacel999@yahoo.com>
To: Representative_Lesil_McGuire@]legis.state.ak.us,

Representative_Tom_Anderson@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Jim_Holm@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Dan_Ogg@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Ralph_Samuels@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Les_Gara@legis.slate.ak.us,
Representative_Max_Gruenberg@]legis.state.ak.us

4/2/04
Judiciary Committee:

I'm very upset that Representative Kott has decided to make it much more difficult for this long overdue,
necessary and excellent bill to pass this session by adding two more committee referrals. | will take that
up with him.

I'm asking that you mo\ 'ms bill out of committee RIGHT AWAY WITH NO AMENDMENTS.

Animal cruelly is rampant in Alaska. Our one sentence animal cruelty statute is vague, impossible to
enforce, and adismal joke. For every high-profile, horrific case of animal abuse that you hear about, there
are hundreds more that go unreported or if reported, ignored. Prosecutors will not take up animal abuse
cases because of all the loopholes, and troopers or other law enforcment officers won't take the lime to
efficiently and quickly investigate. This has to end and this bill is a good start.

Don't listen to Bush legislators who want to Kill this bill to protect the continued abuse in their areas. Don't
worry about this costing extra money. It won't, but even if it did, most of the public would gladly have
money spent to rein in animal abuse.

Too many animals have suffered and died horrible, agonizing deaths! Republicans are known as heartless,
cold politicians. This is your chance to try to change this image.

Thank you for your consideration and swift action.

Carol Jensen

4800 E. 112th Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99516

Email: busfacel999@vahoo.com
Day phone: 907-244-1979

Do you Yahoo!?
Yahoo! Small Business SI5K Web Design Giveaway - Enter today

lofl 4/5/2004 8:33 AM
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Jane Cochran Spalding
6445 Imtach Drive
Anchorage ,Alaska 99502

April 4,2004

Rep. Harry Crawford
State Capitol Room 426
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Rep. Crawford:

Here is a copy ofthe piece | wrote for my regular column, "Pet Scene," in last
week's Anchorage Chronicle. 1 understand that HB 323 has been incorporated into HB
275 and will go to the House Judiciary Committee for hearing tomorrow. | would like
the content of that column to be included in testimony at that hearing. It is my opinion
that your bill is a good start, but that provisions need to be made for more severe
punishmentin animal abuse cases as severe as the deliberate torture and mutilation of
animals. As | mentioned in the column, misdemeanor cnarges are far too light for cases
like that, as well as for organized animal fighting.

Our laws in Alaska should demonstrate that we are not a state of bloodthirsty’,
callous citizens who place no value on the lives ofnon-humans. Other states have animal
cruelty laws that include felony classifications for dog and cockfighting, as well as for the
deliberate torture ofanimals. | believe it is time for Alaska to join them.

Yours very truly,

cc: Rep. Lesil McGuire
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J & J Spalding
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- The

Jane Cochran Spalding
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A nti-cruelty bill:

Animal  lovers,
there’s good news
and bad news from
Juneau. The good
news is that an anti-
cruelty to animals bill
authored by Rep.

Harry Crawford, D-
Anchorage, has been

introduced in the

Alaska House of
Representatives. The

bad news is that the bill needs
some reworking to make penalties
severe enough to deter those who
would deliberately cause pain and
damage to animals.

Rep. Crawford’sbill, House Dill
323, primarily addresses Alaska’s
most prevalent cruelty scenario:
neglect of animals. It defines the
conditions under which an owner
will be prosecuted and the crimes

B ancroft...

From page IB

third round of |II, during
Saturday’s Knik Diving com-
petition. He came up a quarter
of a rotation short of complet-
ing the dive and landed fiat on
his back filling the pool area
with a loud slap.

“My back is still red, and
still hurts” Bancroft said, tum-
ino hie émirtr_r nftr.r Chr com-

S cene

Legislati

that would be clas-
sifiedas fust-or sec-
ond-degree cruelly,
as well as the cir-
cumstances under
which a person may
argue against his
prosecution  for
those crimes.
The problem is die
bill isn’t strong
enough. According
to HB 323. aconviction ofanimal
cruelty in either first or second
degree woald only be a misde-
meanor - a mere slap on the hands
for those convicted and, in my
opinion, a waste of court time and
attorneys' fees. In addition, the
bill fails to address one of the
most reprehensible forms of ani-
mal cruelty: the deliberate breed-
ing, training and organized fight-

Anchorage

Chronici,it

5D

on seems agood start, butitneeds w ork

ing of animals. There’s big mon-
ey involved in belting on dog
fights and cockfights, and it's only
asmall step from urging one's ill-
tempered animal to fight another
unfortunate beast to organized
crime or gang involvement.

The Alaska SPCA supports this
bill, but they feel the same way |
do: The bill doesn'tgo farenough.
And after speaking to an aide in
Rep. Crawford’s office, | discov-
ered that ii may not be going any-
where at all. The bill is tied up in
some incomprehensible bureau-
cratic procedure, and unless some-
thing happens soon, itisn’t likely to
even get a hearing in this session of
the Legislature, according to the
information I received.

An attorney recently argued with
me that there was no need to stiff-
en animal cruelty penalties.

‘Those things (meaning last
month's occurrence when a dmg-
crazed young man tortured a
trapped dog lo death) just don’t
happen here,” he said. 1beg to dif-
fer. Back in the late '60s,
Brewster's Store in Mountain
View had two guard dogs that they
locked up in the store at night. One
morning, employees came in to
find the business burglarized and
the dismembered remains of the
two dogs piled inabloody heap in
tire middle of the store. On anoth-
er occasion, in 1981, two men
broke into a couple's home, lief. the
couple up, raped the woman, and
stomped tire couple’s small dog to
death while both victims watched.
And of course, there was last
month's case, which outraged most
local animal lovers. Those things
do happen here - fortunately, not

very often, but the very infrequen-
cy of the occurrences points out the
need for stronger punishment for
the perpetrators.

The story never makes the news,
but I have it on good authority that
organized animal fighting goes on
here in Southcentral Alaska on a
regular basis. | have seen several
pit bulls belonging to a single own-
er, all with seriously scarred faces
and forelegs and split or missing
ears. Their condition certainly casts
a shadow of suspicion concerning
their owner's involvement in that
inhumane activity.

Other states have provisions in
their criminal codes for felony ani-
mal abuse charges. 1believe it is
time dint Alaska joined them.

IR

ar

Petpersonal.
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# STOP ABUSE!

Animals Need Love Too!

O Abuse to animals is a horrible crime that ultimately touches us all, bol
as a society and as individuals. It is a documented fact that many seri.
killers began their life of violent crime by abusing animals.

O Several years ago | worked at a boys' ranch for troubled boys. As |
transcribed assessments, | was struck by the fact that in every one of
hard cases, there were references to the boys having abused, mutilate
and/or killed their pet hamsters, rabbits, fish, cats and dogs. Many tim
they did the same to a friend's or neighbor's pet also.

O The evidence is in - it can no longer be denied: There is a connection
between animal abuse and violent acts against humans such as dome
violence, elder abuse, child abuse and murder.

If we are ever going to see an end to the escalating violence in our
society, we must begin by teaching our children to respect all life. We
must also actively support proposed legislation that treats animal ab.
as the serious crime that it is.

One of the most dangerous things that can happen to a child is to kih
torture an animal and get away with it.

~Anthropologist Margaret Mead -
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Channel 2 News -March 5, 2004

Nineteen-year-old arraigned
for burglary, killing dog

Anchorage, Alaska, March 5,
2004 - A man accused of forcing
hisway iInmto a quiet West
Anchorage home lest week and brutaliy stabbing a
German shepherd dog was firally arraigned Friday.

EWSHOUR

Nineteen-year-old Tcmmie Earl Smith was
arrested last Friday for breaking into a home at
2000 W. 3ist St

According to police, Gale Keppler, who owns the
home, was confronted by Smith just after 4 p.m. in
the arctic entryway as he tried t push hisway Into
the home with her. Keppler was able to break away
from Smith and escaped to a neighbor"s house,
where she called 911.

Police arrived and found Smith barricaded Inside
the home, where he stayed nearly an hour before
police shot him with a tazer and took him into
custody.

When police entered the home, they found the
Kepplers® 3-year-old German shepherd stabbed
numerous times, and tlv horn3 a bloody mess.

“IFMr. Smith had gone in their home and taken
dl treir possessions and trashed their house and
Jjust keft the dog alone, then they would get over
this," said Maryann Clark, a family fried. "'But he
touched the dog and that's the last thing they
would have wanted. They would have given him
everything, 1°m sure.”™

Smith ischarged with burglary, assault and
crielty o animals. He isbeing held on $25,000
bo.id.

by Warren Williamson
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PetlLove Shack - Non-Fiction
www.petloveshack.com
This has 10 stop now!
Do you want your children and grandchildren
to be brought up thinking that this is "ok” to do ?

Animal Cruelty and Human Violence

People who are cruel to animals are more likely than others

to be cruel to humans too,

says a 1997 report from the Humane Society of the United States
The study, on the link between animal cruelty and human violence, was

based on 401 newspaper accounts of animal cruelty between Sept. 1, 1996 and

Aug. 31, 1997. It found the majority of abusers,71 percent were men, and

those men committed eighty-seven percent of the cases of abuse. Among

abusers of animals, twenty-eight percent were also charged with domestic

violence, twenty-seven percent with child abuse, ten percent with assault

and six percent with murder.

Hurting animals often a sign of abuse

Springfield, Oregon: Friends of 15 year old Kipland Kinkel of Springfield,
Oregon say he displayed all ofthe classic signs ofviolence, often bragging
about torturing and killing small animals. Reports indicate that Kinkel killed
cats, possibly his own family's cat, and a cow.

He also has a fascination with guns and a quick temper that led him to be
expelled from school twice in one week, for acts of violence against fellow
students. He was accused of murdering both of his parents, then going on to
his high school to open fire on his schoolmates, killing 2 and injuring another
22,0n May 22,1998. Police also found four bombs in his home

In a press releases from the Humane Society of the United States

The tragedy in Oregon clearly illustrates the connection between animal
cruelly and human violence," said Dr. Randall Lockwood, a psychologist and
vice president for The HSUS. "It is alleged that the 15-year-old suspect in
May's shooting, Kipland P. Kinkel, had ahistory of killing cats and other
animals.

Time and again, we see acts of cruelty to animals mature into violence
against people. We urge teachers, principals and parents to recognize this
connection and to take repons of cruelly towards animals seriously. As in this
case, teens will often brag to their classmates about animal cruelty. Early
intervention by counselor* can make a difference. Kinkel also reportedly
bragged about torturing animals to classmates. According to Lockwood and
many other experts in the field, violence towards animals can escalate to killing
people. This is particularly true of family violence. "Abusers rarely stop to
count the number of legs on their victims,"Lockwood states.

The IISUS urges psychologists, educators and elected officials to take acts
of animal cruelty seriously. "The days of thinking that violence against animals
is boys being boys' are over. Addressing the violence in our schools, our
streets and our homes requires that we reject the conventional wisdom
that killing animals is an acceptable part of growing up,"” Lockwood

http://www.pcllovcshack.com/crucl.html 4/6/2004
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Animal Cruelty and Human Violence Page 2 of 2

concluded

The Humane Society found that animals are abused in 88% of the
families where children are abused. Animals in a home may be used by an
abuser to control other family members. Family members are sometimes
intimidated into silence about abuse through threats made toward a favorite pet.
Pets are sometimes hurt or killed to punish children for something they have
done, or physically or sexually abused children may kill their pets rather than
have them hurt by the perpetrator in the home.

M ost criminals who have been violent toward people share a commaon
history of cruelty to animals.

Recent school shootings and other high-profile violent crimes perpetrated
by minors were prefaced by animal ahuse.

Boy. 11. Accused of killing cat & kittens with hricks!
The Family Source of Florida,Jnc

Pet Love Home Page
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Neglect of over a dozen dogs - (Wasilla, AK - US)

Crime Date: 03/15/2003
Case Status: Not Charged
Case Photos: Available - Click Here

Accused Abuser(s):
Allan Bults

Case Report

It's a case of possible animal abuse and neglect at a dog lot in the Matanuska Valley.
Those who reported the case say what they found was shocking and should be
stopped. The Fox Run RV campground lies just off the Glenn Highway, at the junction
of the Palmer-Wasilla cutoff.

Saturday afternoon, Nancy Taylor and a group of friends decided to stop by. "Both our
families are avid RVers and we passed an RV park that we'd never stopped at before,"
said Taylor. Inside, Taylor says what they found shocked her.

“| looked like a scene from the holocaust," said Taylor. "The pictures that you saw, with
the emaciated people with their bones showing. That’s how these dogs looked. It was
horrible."

Taylor says they saw more than a dozen dogs kept in a small dog lot and took a
picture. The dogs, she says, were so weak lhey could barely stand or walk.

"Some ol them were wobbling and falling over. Some of them could not even come out
of their boxes," said Taylor. "There was no sign of food or water out there. They've
obviously been starved to death and abused for a long period of time."

"We saw between 12 and 15, possibly more dogs chained up," said Joyce Bishop.
"They never barked. There were quite a few homes the dogs didn't come out of, and
we weren't sure if they were alive or dead."

Bishop was with Taylor that day and alter watching the dogs, the two women called
animal control Animal control came to investigate. Taylor says she spoke with an
ollicer named Jim.

"He says it was one of the worse cases he's ever seen," said Taylor. Officer Jim Boyd
with the Mat-Su Borough Animal Control initially told Channel 2 News that he believed
it was an animal cruelty case. But later in the day, after speaking to supervisors, he
would not comment if that was indeed the situation and declined an on-camera
interview.

Channel 2 News tried to reach Allan Butts, the dog lot owner and called a number
located next to the RV park. A woman at the number said they are in no way at lault
and that animal control found no problem; Sunday afternoon. The woman declined to
comment further.
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Animal control says the investigation is underway and should have answers on
Monday. Boyd says no dogs have been removed from the properly and the
investigation is still ongoing. It is not confirmed whether or not the dog owners are also
the property owners for the park.

References

» Channel 2 KTUU
Abuse Database The Abuse Connectiion Praventing Abuse Adoption Dot Org Workshop Links FAQ Support
Us About Us

Contact Us - into@pet-abuse.com
P.0. Box 2995 -Del Mar. Califomia 92014-5995
Toll-FAree: 856-240-1179
Fax: 775-659-5430

©Copyright 2001 -2004 Pet-Abuse.Com. All rights resernved Pei-Abuse.Com isa registered Glilomia non-
pofitcorporatian. 501 (©)3 parding.
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Trial in animal cruelty case now slated for
January

Staff report

A trial has been scheduled for the week of Jan. 22 in Kenai
District Court for a woman charged with nine counts of animal
cruelty.

Judge Jonathan H. Link granted a request to postpone the trial
call, which had been scheduled for Nov. 25.

Carolyn F. Boughton, 57, was charged after Alaska State
Troopers allegedly found 66 filthy and underfed dogs under
Boughton's care in Sterling in November 2001.

Boughton reportedly was living in Nikiski and commuting to
Sterling to feed and provide water for the dogs.

According to court documents, some of the dogs were found
dead, some in need of immediate medical care and some had
to be put to death.

Troopers seized the dogs.
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out.ecior gets doggone overhaul
POOCHES: Volunteers help Richard Hall spay, neuter, adopt out some
Ul IlIE> *tuu dogs.

(Rsrea Ny’ 200

FAIRBANKS — Richard Hall's dog yard became

JIKEtCEH more manageable this week after about 100

jh local volunteers set up an assembly line to 62% M
spay, neuter, euthanize or adopt out many of ’
the nearly 400 dogs he was keeping. - * H

The volunteers spayed or neutered 70 to 100
dogs a day at a makeshift clinic in the
Goldstream Valley.

Hall has roughly 200 dogsleft-BuFTie's still
JrnoDrntny-thtrtTcSgs"Habwere put down or

released for adoption. Volunteers are caring for wn

the dozens of dogs as they wait for permanent

homes.

"There's been a tear or two. It’s just kind of sad

to walk around and realize ... there's some | Richard Hall had almost 400
shouldn't have parted with," Hall said. "Anyhow, dogs on his property in
it will get better. | hope." Fairbanks. A community effort

spearheaded by the Humane

The endeavor to help Hall downsize and get his Society of the United States
helped spay, neuter o

dogs physically fit -- some dogs suffered from
malnutrition, dehydration and other ailments --
came after Hall told a couple of local
veterinarians he was worried about his ability to
maintain all his dogs.

op ten stories
See which stories other The volunteer effort took months to plan. It
readers are sending to involved an outpouring of donations from
their friends. community groups, veterinarians and local businesses.

Click on photo to enlarge

Animal control officials say there were regular complaints against Hall, but
each time he responded. Over the years, the borough has regularly cited Hall
for offenses such as dogs that weren't immunized or were running loose.

"Mr. Hall was basically trying to do things to the best of his abilities. He had
no malicious intent,” said Tim Biqqane, who oversees animal control for the

| of 2 W2003 8:53 AM
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Fairbanks North Star Borough.

"He's guilty of having a caring heart,” Biggane says, and cracking down didn't
seem right.

"When we get into the judiciary process, it's a slow process. It's not beneficial
to either party. It takes a lot of time and a lot of money."

Dave Pauli, regional director for the Humane Society of the United States,
said the effort involving Hall is a unique one.

Pauli travels the country handling animal crises. He doesn't often respond to
multi-animal cases involving a single owner, especially without impetus from
the courts.

"Any legal recourse would have been a long, dragged-out affair, and
somebody would have had to care for those 400 animals,” Pauli said.

"I think Mr. Hall is making great efforts in trying to (compromise). He was
Jerful. He made many, many tough decisions each day."

Half of Hall's dogs were euthanized, adopted or put in foster care. Dogs were
put down for reasons such as ill temperament or bad health.

A borough animal-control officer is looking after 74 dogs on her property in
T..I.Lha, Those dogs are available for adoption.

Hall says he misses the dogs that are gone. He was reached by cell phone at
a grocery store, where he had stopped to buy hot dogs to use to administer
medicine to some of his remaining animals.

doesn't believe in euthanizing dogs, but he's had to compromise that
philosophy.

"I was warehousing some man-eaters, some really bad characters,” he said.
The Humane Society "kind of got me to change the philosophy on some of
that stuff."

Hall appreciates the effort to help him; "A bunch of good people
volunteered."

Jeanne Olson, a borough veterinarian who helped organize the effort, said

volunteers are working to help Hall reorganize his yard and come up with a
plan to care for the remaining dogs.
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Sterling — Alaska State Troopers are
threatening to seize at least 45 dogs
owned by a Sterling woman who has
been accused of animal abuse for the
last year.

Troopers said they found four dead
dogs, two dead cats and scores of dogs
needing basic care during a tour on
Monday of a wooded lot where Sterling
resident Caroline Boughton keeps her
animals. They set an ultimatum.

"She's got till Friday to make living
conditions for those dogs better, or we
will seize the dogs," said Trooper Ist
Sgt. Charles Tressler.

B3&S1

A bouvier des Flandres, a
shaggy herding and cattle
dog, is among dozens of dogs
tied outside without bedding in
a Sterling area yard on
Tuesday. Alaska State
Troopers have told the dogs'
owner, Caroline Boughton, to
improve the condikons or risk

the {3 S.

As many as 20 dogs, purebred bouvier
des Flandres and Kerry blue terriers,
were kenneled in double-decker
plywood pens inside a ramshackle
Greyhound-style bus that was so fouled
by urine and feces that the ammonia-
like stench nearly brought tears to the
eyes of veterinarian Jerry Nybakken,
who assisted troopers serving a search
warrant.

d _ _ Click on photo to enlarge
Two the terriers had been killed by a
bouvier, which gnawed through the plywood roof of its crate to get at
at the smaller dogs housed overhead. The body of one of the terriers
was firmly wedged in a hole and its legs had been chewed from
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below, Nybakken said.

The rest of the dogs — which included a mix of mutts and huskies —
were chained, cabled and roped to trees, trucks and other objects.
Some were in much better shape than others.

Few of the dogs had shelter. Food and water bowls were overturned
and appeared unattended, Nybakken said. Warm bedding such as
straw was absent.

Inside the bus, the dogs' fur was matted and covered with feces and
every pen was wet with urine, he said.

"l think we have a case here of neglect, bordering on cruelty,"
Nybakken said on Tuesday.

"My personal opinion is, Caroline should never have this many dogs,"
he said. "If she wants dogs, she’s going to have to keep them within
her economic means to support them."

Boughton said she still enjoys her dogs, has done nothing wrong and
is struggling to juggle the demands of her landlords, whom she said
insisted she kennel her dogs in the bus.

Her landlords, Milton and Lee Ross, say Boughton owes them $1,350
in back rent and pay for helping to feed the dogs. The Rosses live on
the lot and agreed to let Boughton pay them to keep her dogs there,
but now say they want her out.

Boughton, who lives nearby, said she has nowhere to go. It's hard
finding a rental when you've got dozens of dogs, she said.

The Texas transplant first got into trouble last fall after a Kenai
Peninsula animal cruelty organization accused her of neglect for
keeping her dogs in a Sterling junkyard. She quickly hired some
helpers who got straw for the dogs and began feeding them. At the
time, troopers deemed her care adequate.

But after Boughton moved her animals to a 2.6-acre wooded property
on Spruce Lane outside Sterling, the barking, fighting and loose dogs
soon prompted angry calls from her new neighbors.

Two chapters of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals,
the Alaska chapter based in Anchorage and a newly formed Kenai
Peninsula group, have been struggling to help Boughton's dogs, with
different tactics.

The Alaska chapter has been working with Boughton for months,
helping her reduce her kennel size a few dogs at a time, said Nancy
Wall, the chapter's Peninsula volunteer.

The Kenai organization has been more direct. It was the group that
first demanded action last fall, and it also called in the troopers this
week.
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Its founder, Michele DeMilta, accepted four or five of Boughton's
sickest dogs. Those dogs were to be taken to a veterinarian for
treatment and documentation, Nybakken said. DeMilta declined to
comment until the situation is resolved.

Troopers said they would like to come back Friday and see that
Boughton is providing adequate care for her animals. But Tressler
said that if they get another complaint about her, they will seize her
dogs.

Just what would happen with the dogs if they are seized isn't clear.
Would they go to an animal shelter until the courts make a final
ruling? Would they be sent one or two at a time to rescue homes?
Troopers aren't certain.

Even the official number of dogs is vague. Troopers estimated that

about 45 dogs were on the property. Boughton said she had many

more than that. And Nybakken guessed the number might be closer
to 100.

"What a mess, huh?," said Judy McConnell of Anchorage, the
American Bouvier des Flandres Club's designated rescue person for
the region. "This whole thing was been a nightmare for a year, as far
as I'm concerned.”

If a court were to make to final ruling, McConnell said, the nationwide
club has the finances, expertise and contacts to place whatever dogs
were deemed suitable.

Alaskans are accustomed to sled dog yards, and while that sort of
kennel works with active teams of huskies, it isn't appropriate for
bouviers, she said. The independent breed has a tough side and
needs a lot of one-on-one love, she said.

McConnell and other bouvier fanciers describe Boughton as a
"collector,"” a person with a good heart who wants to protect animals
but lets them breed and gets overwhelmed when their numbers swell.

Two of Boughton's dead dogs are bouviers. One was found at the end
of its cable tether wearing a spiked choke collar, but Nybakken said
he was unsure what caused the death.

The other was found with three of its paws tangled in nylon rope, he
said.

Boughton, feeding Atta Boy to her dogs Tuesday evening, said she
suspected foul play in both cases and wanted an autopsy on the dogs'
frozen carcasses, still laying on the ice.

"Both of those dogs were very active the day before yesterday,"” she
said. "All of asudden they're dead, overnight. I'd like to learn why."

Troopers said a report would be forwarded to the Kenai district
attorney's office for consideration of possible charges of animal
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cruelty, a misdemeanor.

Boughton said she has tried to give away her dogs, but had no luck.
She said she refuses to take them to the pound because some would
inevitably be put down.

I've got too big of a heart,” Boughton said. "All | want for them is a
home."

Reporter Jon Little can be reached atjLittle.@adn.com or at 907-260-
5248,
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Margery Glickman is the director of the Sled Dog Action
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Beyond the borders of Alaska's large cities, acts of
barbarism against animals can easily happen. Alaska,
without a statewide humane officer to enforce animal
cruelty laws, leaves animal control up to over-burdened
state troopers who do not adequately understand the animal
cruelty laws. The saga of how the Alaska SPCA saved 66
animals from brutal treatment in Sterling, Alaska shows
why a statewide humane officer, with an adequate support
staff, is desperately needed to prevent atrocities in the
future.

Here's what happened. With each advancing step, Alaska
SPCA volunteer Nancy Wall's flashlight illuminated scenes
of devastation and misery on a dark bitterly cold winter
afternoon in Sterling when she went to check on Carolyn
Boughton’s animals. "The snow was littered with the
bodies of Boughton's dead cats. There were legs and skulls
from cats who had been torn apart and eaten,” Wall said.

http://www.all-creatures.org/aip/nl-24scp2002-bus.html 5/7/2003
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Each time Wall moved her flashlight along the ground she
found more horrors. "l tripped over dead dogs,' she said.
One Bouvier des Flandres, a large black herding and guard
dog, died tethered to a tree on a short chain when his legs
became entangled in the wire from a fallen tarp. Two other
dogs choked to death trying to free themselves from their
tethers, their collars pulled back on their eyes. A pinch
collar (a collar with blunt prongs that pinch the dog's skin
when the collar is tightened) dug deep into one dog's neck.

In the dark, Wall could smell the stench long before she
saw its source —an old Greyhound tour bus. "l looked in
the window and nausea almost overwhelmed me,"” Wall
said. Through the windows she could hear the plaintive
cries of the animals Boughton kept captive inside.

Wall brought in state troopers, who instead of removing
Boughton's animals from their hellish conditions, told
Boughton she had several days to make improvements.
Determined to help the animals, Wall convinced
Broughton to transfer their ownership to the Alaska SPCA.
Diane Zarfoss and her team of one veterinarian and six
Alaska SPCA rescuers then drove 2 1/2 hours from
Anchorage to save the remaining dogs from their agony.

"The situation was devastating,” Zarfoss said. "We had to
wear gas masks to go inside, because the smell of urine and
feces was so strong.” The bus was stripped on the inside
and plywood boxes with dogs were stacked along the
walls. Each box had two to four holes the size of a quarter,
but otherwise the dogs were enclosed in solid plywood.
Some boxes held two dogs.

Zarfoss explained that the boxes were filled with urine and
feces piled six to eight inches thick and that the dogs" fur
was matted with excrement. Their eyes were weepy from
living in their own feces and urine, and with the -20 degree
temperature, their eyes froze shut. One Kerry blue terrier's
eye was so damaged that it was later removed and all the
dogs received eye medication.”

Food bowls weren't placed in the wooden crates, Zarfoss

said. The dogs were on the brink of starvation and
dehydration. Some Kerry Blue Terriers tried to chew their
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way out but died when their legs were wedged into the
cracks in the plywood. "Other dogs froze to death. With
their food bowls just out of reach,” Zarfoss said, ""the dogs
tethered outside died lunging to get at them. In desperation,
some had dug holes to get at tree roots to eat.”

Domestic animals get little protection from abuse

The Alaska SPCA warned state troopers about the animals’
steadily deteriorating situation months before, but the
troopers would not intervene. Alaska has more protection
for wild animals than for domestic ones, particularly dogs,
cats and horses. "It is a disgrace that the laws and big
budgets for domestic animals are frowned upon by the
politicians,” Alaska SPCA Executive Director Ethel
Christensen said.

Christensen says that for decades the Alaska SPCA has had
complaints from tourists and others asking it to do
something about the atrocities in the areas of the State
where there are no local laws. The Alaska SPCA has
begged for help from the State to tighten laws and for a
statewide humane officer to enforce them. Now is an ideal
time to create this position.

Animals get a new start in life

The Alaska SPCA rescued 66 dogs including Bouvier des
Flandres, Kerry blue terriers, malamutes and Australian
shepherd-husky mix dogs and brought them to Anchorage
in airline kennels which the people of Anchorage had
donated. There the Alaska SPCA set up triage for the
dogs in a rented warehouse where the dogs were
medicated, groomed and fed. A group of Alaska SPCA
volunteers worked long and hard to give these dogs a new
start in life. A malamute named Stormy was the last of the
66 dogs to be adopted; he left for a new home several
weeks ago with a wagging tail and a bounce in his step.

Cost of rescue puts Alaska SPCA in dire financial
straits

The cost of the rescue exceeded $30,000, forcing the

Alaska SPCA to take out a mortgage on its shelter
property. The Alaska SPCA is maxed out financially as it

lutp://ww\v.all-cicaiurcs.org/aip/nl-24sep2002-bus.html 5/7/2003



The Animal Tour Bus From Hell - From Animals in Print 24 September 2002 Issue - A N... Page 4 of 5

has never received help from any governmental source.
"These are the very people that support the sled dogs for
economic reasons,” Christensen said. "And, little do they
realize the picture they have painted to those outside
Alaska."

The Alaska SPCA is a non-profit, privately funded
organization with no affiliation with the government or any
other organization. The organization's founder and
Executive Director, Ethel Christensen, has not taken a
salary since she began the organization in 1966.

How you can help:

Please send your tax-deductible donations to the Alaska
SPCA:

Alaska SPCA
549 W. International Airport Road, Ste B2
Anchorage, AK. 99518

Write to Alaska Governor Tony Knowles to ask that a
statewide humane officer, with an adequate support staff,

be hired immediately.
Email: http://www.gov.state.ak.us/emailform.html.

Visit the Alaska SPCA website page
www.alaskaspca.org/gmshelter.htnil to view pictures of
Boughton's property and to see the welcome the dogs
received in Anchorage.

Margery Glickman is the director of the Sled Dog Action
Coalition.

STAFF: GLICKMAN37@AOL.COM
Return to Animals in Print 24 Sep 2002 Issue
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Please send comments and submittals to the Editor: Linda Beane Ljbeanel @aol.com
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Sterling woman charged with animal
cruelty

ANCHORAGE (AP) -- A Sterling woman has been charged with
nine criminal counts of animal cruelty for keeping dozens of
underfed, filthy dogs

Alaska State Troopers found 66 dogs under Caroline
Boughton's care in a Sterling yard last November.

According to court documents some of the dogs were found
dead, others needed prompt medical care and still others were
so sick they had to be euthanized. Troopers seized the dogs.

Boughton, is scheduled to go to trial Oct. 29 in Kenai.

Animal welfare activists who treated Boughton's dogs and
placed them in new homes say there is easily enough
videotape and documentation to support those charges.

“It's pretty cut and dried. We have records on each and every
animal on the property that was taken in," said Diane Zarfoss,
clinic director of the Alaska Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals.

Boughton was reportedly living in Nikiski and commuting to
the site to feed and to provide water for the dogs. Most were
bouvier des Flandres and kerry blue terriers. A couple of
bouvier carcasses were found tangled in tethers, and two
terriers stored in wooden boxes had died and were partially
eaten by another dog.

The rest were in varying states of health, but all suffered from
malnutrition, Zarfoss said. Many were treated for eczema, skin
mites and infections of the ears and eyes.

Dogs that were strong enough to recover have all been placed.
The last -- a bouncy, 100-pound malamute mix -- W3S
scheduled to arrive at its new home today, she said.
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Boughton was the subject of troopers investigations for a
year before she agreed to give up her dogs. In fall 2000, she
was criticized for keeping the animals tied to wrecked cars in a
Sterling junkyard before moving them across the Sterling
Highway to another location.

Troopers were called on e more, this time during a cold snap
last November that drove temperatures down to 20 below
zero.

A troopers report said officers wanted to look inside a large
bus that Boughton had converted into an animal carrier. She
said she forgot the key. They cut a lock off the door and were
forced back by the ammonia-like stench of urine until the
vehicle was ventilated, the report said.

Sixteen dogs were kept inside wooden boxes in the bus
without food, water or dry bedding. They were covered in
frozen urine and feces.

A few days after the inspection, an Alaska SPCA volunteer who
had worked with Boughton over the months persuaded her to
turn over her animals voluntarily.

The resulting rescue cost the Alaska SPCA about $30,000,
Zarfoss said. The group wants to see Boughton com'icted,
punished and made an example, she said. Alaska SPCA gets
10 to 12 cal’s a year about large-scale problems but cannot
handle them all.

"She's proved over the last 10 years or plus that she is not a
responsible animal owner," Zarfoss said.
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Commentary by Margery Glickman
Margery Glickman is the director of the Sled Dog Action
Coalition.
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Beyond the borders of Alaska's large cities, acts of
barbarism against animals can easily happen. Alaska,
without a statewide humane officer to enforce animal
cruelty laws, leaves animal control up to over-burdened
state troopers who do not adequately understand the animal
cruelty laws. The saga of how the Alaska SPCA saved 66
animals from brutal treatment in Sterling, Alaska shows
why a statewide humane officer, with an adequate support
staff, is desperately needed to prevent atrocities in the
future.

Here's what happened. With each advancing step, Alaska
SPCA volunteer Nancy Wall's flashlight illuminated scenes
of devastation and misery on a dark bitterly cold winter
afternoon in Sterling when she went to check on Carolyn
Boughton's animals. "The snow was littered with the
bodies of Boughton's dead cats. There were legs and skulls
from cats who had been torn apart and eaten,” Wall said.
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Each time Wall moved her flashlight along the ground she
found more horrors. "I tripped over dead dogs, " she said.
One Bouvier des Flandres, a large black herding and guard
dog, died tethered to a tree on ashort chain when his legs
became entangled in the wire from a fallen tarp. Two other
dogs choked to death trying to free themselves from their
tethers, their collars pulled back on their eyes. A pinch
collar (a collar with blunt prongs that pinch the dog’s skin
when the collar is tightened) dug deep into one dog's neck.

In the dark, Wall could smell the stench long before she
saw its source —an old Greyhound tour bus. "l looked in
the window and nausea almost overwhelmed me,” Wall
said. Through the windows she could hear the plaintive
cries of the animals Boughton kept captive inside.

Wall brought in state troopers, who instead of removing
Boughton's animals from their hellish conditions, told
Boughton she had several days to make improvements.
Determined to help the animals, Wall convinced
Broughton to transfer their ownership to the Alaska SPCA.
Diane Zarfoss and her team of one veterinarian and six
Alaska SPCA rescuers then drove 2 1/2 hours from
Anchorage to save the remaining dogs from their agony.

"The situation was devastating,” Zarfoss said. ""We had to
wear gas masks to go inside, because the smell of urine and
feces was so strong.” The bus was stripped on the inside
and plywood boxes with dogs were stacked along the
walls. Each box had two to four holes the size of a quarter,
but otherwise the dogs were enclosed in solid plywood.
Some boxes held two dogs.

Zarfoss explained that the boxes were filled with urine and
feces piled six to eight inches thick and that the dogs"' fur
was malted with excrement. Their eyes were weepy from
living in their own feces and urine, and with the -20 degree
temperature, their eyes froze shut. One Kerry blue terrier's
eye was so damaged that it was later removed and all the
dogs received eye medication.”

Food bowls weren't placed in the wooden crates, Zarfoss

said. The dogs were on the brink of starvation and
dehydration. Some Kerry Blue Terriers tried to chew their
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way out but died when their legs were wedged into the
cracks in the plywood. "Other dogs froze to death. With
their food bowls just out of reach,” Zarfoss said, ""the dogs
tethered outside died lunging to get at them. In desperation,
some had dug holes to get at tree roots to eat."

Domestic animals get little protection from abuse

The Alaska SPCA warned state troopers about the animals’
steadily deteriorating situation months before, but the
troopers would not intervene. Alaska has more protection
for wild animals than for domestic ones, particularly dogs,
cats and horses. "It is a disgrace that the laws and big
budgets for domestic animals are frowned upon by the
politicians,” Alaska SPCA Executive Director Ethel
Christensen said.

Christensen says that for decades the Alaska SPCA has had
complaints from tourists and others asking it to do
something about the atrocities in the areas of the State
where there are no local laws. The Alaska SPCA has
begged for help from the State to tighten laws and for a
statewide humane officer to enforce them. Now is an ideal
time to create this position.

Animals get a new start i: life

The Alaska SPCA rescued 66 dogs including Bouvier des
Flandres, Kerry blue terriers, malamutes and Australian
shepherd-husky mix dogs and brought them to Anchorage
in airline kennels which the people of Anchorage had
donated. There the Alaska SPCA set up triage for the
dogs in a rented warehouse where the dogs were
medicated, groomed and fed. A group of Alaska SPCA
volunteers worked long and hard to give these dogs a new
start in life. A malamute named Stormy was the last of the
66 dogs to be adopted; he left for a new home several
weeks ago with a wagging tail and a bounce in his step.

Cost of rescue puts Alaska SPCA in dire financial
straits

The cost of the rescue exceeded $30,000, forcing the

Alaska SPCA to take out a mortgage on its shelter
property. The Alaska SPCA is maxed out financially as it
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has never received help from any governmental source.
"These are the very people that support the sled dogs for
economic reasons,” Christensen said. "And, little do they
realize the picture they have painted to those outside
Alaska.”

The Alaska SPCA is a non-profit, privately funded
organization with no affiliation with the government or any
other organization. The organization's founder and
Executive Director, Ethel Christensen, has not taken a
salary since she began the organization in 1966.

How you can help:

Please send your tax-deductible donations to the Alaska
SPCA:

Alaska SPCA
549 W. International Airport Road, Ste B2
Anchorage, AK 99518

Write to Alaska Governor Tony Knowles to ask that a
statewide humane officer, with an adequate support staff,
be hired immediately.

Email: http://www.gov.state.ak.us/emailform.html.

Visit the Alaska SPCA website page
www.alaskaspca.org/gmshelter.html to view pictures of
Boughton's property and to see the welcome the dogs
received in Anchorage.

Margery Glickman is the director of the Sled Dog Action
Coalition.

STAFF: GLICKMAN37@AOL.COM
Return to Animals in Print 24 Sep 2002 Issue

| Home Page | Newsletter Directory |

Please send comments and submittals to the Editor: Linda Beane Ljbeanel @aol.com
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Trial in animal cruelty case now slated for
January

Staff report

A trial has been scheduled for the week ofJan. 22 in Kenai
District Court for a woman charged with nine counts of animal
cruelty.

Judge Jonathan H. Link granted a request to postpone the trial
call, which had been scheduled for Nov. 25.

Carolyn F. Boughton, 57, was charged after Alaska State
Troopers allegedly found 66 filthy and underfed dogs under
Boughton’s care in Sterling in November 2001.

Boughton reportedly was living in Nikiski and commuting to
Sterling to feed and provide water for the dogs.

According to court documents, some of the dogs were found
dead, some in need of immediate medical care and some had
to be put to death.

Troopers seized the dogs.
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Hoarding 45 dogs - (Sterling, AK - US)
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Crime Date: 10/07/2001 E

Case Status: Alleged r

Case Updates: Available - Click Here p

Case Photos: Available - Click Here r

Accused Abuser(s):

Caroline Boughton

Case Report

Alaska State Troopers are threatening to seize at least 45 dogs owned by a Sterling

woman who has been accused of animal abuse for the last year.

Troopers said they found four dead dogs, two dead cats and scores of dogs needing

basic care during a tour on Monday of a wooded lot where Sterling resident Caroline

Boughton keeps her animals. They set an ultimatum.

As many as 20 dogs, purebred bouvier des Flandres and Kerry blue terriers, were

kenneled in double-decker plywood pens inside a ramshackle Greyhound-style bus

that was so fouled by urine and feces that the ammonia-like stench nearly brought

tears to the eyes of veterinarian Jerry Nybakken. who assisted troopers serving a

search warrant.

Two of the terriers had been killed by a Liuvier, which gnawed through the plywood

roof of its crate to get at at the smaller dogs housed overhead. The body of one of the

terriers was firmly wedged in a hole and its legs had been chewed from below,

Nybakken said.

The rest of the dogs -- which included a mix of mutts and huskies - were chained,

cabled and roped to trees, trucks and other objects. Some were in much better shape

than others.

Few of the dogs had shelter. Food and water bowls were overturned and appeared

unattended, Nybakken said. Warm bedding such as straw was absent. Inside the bus,

the dogs’ fui was matted and covered with feces and every pen was wet with urine, he

said.

“| think we nave a case here of neglect, bordering on cruelty," Nybakken said on

Tuesday. "My personal opinion is, Caroline should never have this many dogs," he

said. "If she wants dogs, she's going to have to keep them within her economic means

to support them.”

Boughton said she still enjoys her dogs, has done nothing wrong and is struggling to

juggle the demands of her landlords, whom she said insisted she kennel her dogs in

the bus.

Her landlords, Milton and Lee Ross, say Boughton owes them $1,350 in back rent and

pay for helping to feed the dogs. The Rosses live on the lot and agreed to let
5/7/2003
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Boughton pay them to keep her dogs there, but now say they want her out.

Boughton, who lives nearby, said she has nowhere to go. It's hard finding a rental
when you've got dozens of dogs, she said.

The Texas transplant first got into trouble last fall after a Kenai Peninsula animal
cruelty organization accused her of neglect for keeping her dogs in a Sterling junkyard.
She quickly hired some helpers who got straw for the dogs and began feeding them.
At the time, troopers deemed her care adequate.

But after Boughton moved her animals to a 2.6-acre wooded property on Spruce Lane
outside Sterling, the barking, fighting and loose dogs soon prompted angry calls from
her new neighbors.

Two chapters ot the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, the Alaska
chapter based in Anchorage and a newly formed Kenai Peninsula group, have been
struggling to help Boughton's dogs, with different tactics.

The Alaska chapter has been working with Boughton for months, helping her reduce
her kennel size a few dogs at a time, said Nancy Wall, the chapter's Peninsula
volunteer.

The Kenai organization has been more direct. It was the group that first demanded
action last fall, and it also called in the troopers this week.

Its founder, Michele DeMilta, accepted four or five of Boughton's sickest dogs. Those
dogs were to be taken to a veterinarian for treatment and documentation, Nybakken
said. DeMilta declined to comment until the situation is resolved.

Troopers said they would like to come back Friday and see that Boughton is providing
adequate care for her animals. But Tressler said that if they get another complaint
about her, they will seize her dogs.

Just what would happen with the dogs if they are seized isn't clear. Even the official
number of dogs is vague. Troopers estimated that about 45 dogs were on the
property. Boughton said she had many more than that. And Nybakken guessed the
number might be closer to 100.

"What a mess, huh?," said Judy McConnell of Anchorage, the American Bouvier des
Flandres Club's designated rescue person for the region. "This whole thing was been
a nightmare for a year, as far as I'm concerned."

If a court were to make to final ruling, McConnell said, the nationwide club has the
finances, expertise and contacts to place whatever dogs were deemed suitable.

Alaskans are accustomed to sled dog yards, and while that sort of kennel works with
active teams of huskies, it isn't appropriate for bouviers, she said. The independent
breed has a tough side and needs a lot of one-on-one love, she said.

McConnell and other bouvier fanciers describe Bough'on as a "collector," a person
with a good heart who wants to protect animals but lets them breed and gets
overwhelmed when their numbers swell.

Two of Boughton's dead dogs are bouviers. One was tound at the end of ils cable
tether wearing a spiked choke collar, but Nybakken said he was unsure what caused
the death. The other was found with three of its paws tangled in nylon rope, he said.

Boughton, feeding Atta Boy to her dogs Tuesday evening, said she suspected foul

play in both cases and wanted an autopsy on the dogs' frozen carcasses, still laying
on the ice. "Both of those dogs were very active the day befr *e yesterday," sho said.
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"All of a sudden they're dead, overnight. I'd like to learn why."

Troopers said a report would be forwarded to the Kenai district attorney's office for
consideration of possible charges of animal cruelty, a misdemeanor. Boughton said
she has tried to give away her dogs, but had no luck.

She said she refuses to take them to the pound because some would inevitably be put
down. I've got too big of a heart," Boughton said. "All | want for them is a home."

Case Updates

Posted: Apr 22, 2003 - 5:49 PM

The Boughton trial has once again been postponed. The Judge did give
admonishment that Ms. Boughton needs to work with her doctors so that she can be
lucid even if in some discomfort by the new trial call date of 7/25 and trial set for 8/5.

Posted: Feb 5, 2003 -9:49 AM
Boughton rescue trial has been postponed until 4/22/03
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conditions for pets.

By Jon Little
Anchorage Daily News

(Published: November 7, 2001)

Sterling — Alaska State Troopers are
threatening to seize at least 45 dogs
owned by a Sterling woman who has
been accused of animal abuse for the
last year.

Troopers said they found four dead
dogs, two dead cats and scores of dogs
needing basic care during a tour on
Monday of a wooded lot where Sterling
resident Caroline Boughton keeps her
animals. They set an ultimatum.

"She's got till Friday to make living
conditions for those dogs better, or we
will seize the dogs," said Trooper Ist
Sgt. Charles Tressler.

As many as 20 dogs, purebred bouvier
des Flandres and Kerry blue terriers,
were kenneled in double-decker
plywood pens inside a ramshackle
Greyhound-style bus that was so fouled
by urine and feces that the ammonia-
like stench nearly brought tears to the
eyes of veterinarian Jerry Nybakken,
who assisted troopers serving a search
warrant.

Two of the terriers had been killed by a

A bouvier des Flandres, a
shaggy herding and cattle
dog, is among dozens of dogs
tied outside without bedding in
a Sterling area yard on
Tuesday. Alaska State
Troopers have told the dogs'
owner, Caroline Boughton, to
improve the conditions or risk
the seizure of her animals.
(Photo by Jon Little /
Anchorage Daily News)

Click on photo to enlarge

bouvier, which gnawed through the plywood roof of its crate to get at
at the smaller dogs housed overhead. The body of one of the terriers
was firmly wedged in a hole and its legs had been chewed from
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below, Nybakken said.

The rest of the dogs -- which included a mix of mutts and huskies --
were chained, cabled and roped to trees, trucks and other objects.
Some were in much better shape than others.

Few of the dogs had shelter. Food and water bowls were overturned
and appeared unattended, Nybakken said. Warm bedding such as
straw was absent.

Inside the bus, the dogs' fur was matted and covered with feces and
every pen was wet with urine, he said.

"l think we have a case here of neglect, bordering on cruelty,"
Nybakken said on Tuesday.

"My personal opinion is, Caroline should never have this many dogs,"
he said. "If she wants dogs, she's going to have to keep them within
her economic means to support them."

Boughton said she still enjoys her dogs, has done nothing wrong and
is struggling to juggle the demands of her landlords, whom she said
insisted she kennel her dogs in the bus.

Her landlords, Milton and Lee Ross, say Boughton owes them $1,350
in back rent and pay for helping to feed the dogs. The Rosses live on
the lot and agreed to let Boughton pay them to keep her dogs there,
but now say they want her out.

Boughton, who lives nearby, said she has nowhere to go. It's hard
finding a rental when you've got dozens of dugs, she said.

The Texas transplant first got into trouble last fail after a Kenai
Peninsula animal cruelty organization accused her of neglect for
keeping her dogs in a Sterling junkyard. She quickly hired some
helpers who got straw for the dogs and began feeding them. At the
time, troopers deemed her care adequate.

But after Boughton moved her animals to a 2.6-acre wooded property
on Spruce Lane outside Sterling, the barking, fighting and loose dogs
soon prompted angry calls from her new neighbors.

Two chapters of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals,
the Alaska chapter based in Anchorage and a newly formed Kenai
Peninsula group, have been struggling to help Boughton's dogs, with
different tactics.

The Alaska chapter has been working with Boughton for months,
helping her reduce her kennel size a few dogs at a time, said Nancy
Wall, the chapter's Peninsula volunteer.

The Kenai organization has been more direct. It was the group that
first demanded action last fall, and it also called in the troopers this
week.
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Its founder, Michele DeMilta, accepted four or five of Boughton's
sickest dogs. Those dogs were to be taken to a veterinarian for
treatment and documentation, Nybakken said. DeMilta declined to
comment until the situation is resolved.

Troopers said they would like to come back Friday and see that
Boughton is providing adequate care for her animals. ButTressler
said that if they get another complaint about her, they will seize her
dogs.

Just what would happen with the dogs if they are seized isn't clear.
Would they go to an animal shelter until the courts make a final
ruling? Would they be sent one or two at a time to rescue homes?
Troopers aren't certain.

Even the official number of dogs is vague. Troopers estimated that
about 45 dogs were on the property. Boughton said she had many
more than that. And Nybakken guessed the number might be closer
to 100.

"What a mess, huh?," said Judy McConnell of Anchorage, the
American Bouvier des Flandres Club's designated rescue person for
the region. "This whole thing was been a nightmare for a year, as far
as I'm concerned."

If a court were to make to final ruling, McConnell said, the nationwide
club has the finances, expertise and contacts to place whatever dogs
were deemed suitable.

Alaskans are accustomed to sled dog yards, and while that sort of
kennel works with active teams of huskies, it isn't appropriate for
bouviers, she said. The independent breed has a tough side and
needs a lot of one-on-one love, she said.

McConnell and other bouvier fanciers describe Boughton as a
"collector,” a person with a good heart who wants to protect animals
but lets them breed and gets overwhelmed when their numbers swell.

Two of Boughton's dead dogs are bouviers. One was found at the end
of its cable tether wearing a spiked choke collar, but Nybakken said
he was unsure what caused the death.

The other was found with three of its paws tangled in nylon rope, he
said.

Boughton, feeding Atta Boy to her dogs Tuesday evening, said she
suspected foul play in both cases and wanted an autopsy on the dogs'

frozen carcarses, still laying on the ice.

"Both of inose dogs were very active the day before yesterday,” she
said. "All of a sudden they're deau, overnight. I'd like to learn why."

Troopers said a report would be forwarded to the Kenai district
attorney's office for consideration of possible charges of animal
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cruelty, a misdemeanor.

Boughton said she has tried to give away her dogs, but had no luck.
She said she refuses to take them to the pound because some would
inevitably be put dcwn.

I've got too big of a heart,” Boughton said "All | want for them is a
home."

Reporter Jon Little can be reached at ilittletpjadn.com or at 907-260-
5248.
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Anchorage, Alaska, Nov. 8 - John and Athena Harman of
Nikiski are awaiting trial in Montana, charged with animal
cruelty after being arrested at the Canadian border last

week.

PL
The SPCA says, as the Harmans were heading out of town, Tho Chan

they were stopped by Animal Control and told to clean things
up. They left lown anyway, only to be stopped at the border. MORE R
Volunteers in Montana are now nursing the Harmans' dogs m
back to health -- nearly 200 of them. The effort is taking aloll <KENAI
on financial and emotional resources there. <JUNE/
Alaska animai advocates are appalled by the Harmans' <0THEI

story, and say the warning signs were sitting in Nikiski for

years. They also say it's time to strengthen Alaska's animal mcl
cruelty laws. MSNBC d
Sendusa

At the end of a narrow' dirt road in the woods outside
Nikiski sits the Harman place -- a plot of land littered with
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everything from crates and rugs to old cars. It's the remains of
a now defunct dog breeding kennel known as Valiant Collies.

"Like a pigpen, there was just muck everywhere," says
Stephanie Batchelder, a dog groomer who worked for the
Harmans about 10 years ago.

Batchelder says the dogs were in such bad condition, she
lasted only a day.

"They had io have been unhealthy, being that wet and
having feces on them all the time. They're going to get sores,"
she said.

There's little evidence now, but pictures show several dogs
at atime crammed into small fenced-in areas.

Concerned neighbors only add to the picture. One woman
says the place appeared to have been hot-wired - with jumper
cables hung from wire kennels. She suspects they were
hooked to a battery and used to jolt the animals, to keep them
under control.

It came as no surprise
to some in the Nikiski
area that the Harmans
were arrested for animal
cruelty in Sweet Grass,

Montana, last week.

U.S. Customs officials

caught them at the

Canadian border on a

trip fiom Alaska to Avduiex InMtaranakesafied
Arizona, with more than

170 dogs and 11 cats packed from top to bottom in a semi-
trailer — sick and living in their own waste.

"l could've seen it coming, definitely," says Batchelder.

The Harmans face more than 180 misdemeanor counts of
animal cruelty, asituation animal advocates say could have
been prevented.

"It's just not right,” says Diane Zaifoss of the Alaska
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. Zarfoss says
the SPCA has dealt with complaints about the Harmans for
years, but Alaska's laws made it nearly impossible to do
anything to stop the neglect.

According to Alaska State Troopers, the law on animal
cruelty states: A person cannot "intentionally inflict pain or
cause prolonged suffering on an animal," nor can someone
fail to care for an animal to the extent it results in the animal's
death or suffering.

Violation of this law is a class A misdemeanor offense.
Animal advocates say the statute doesn't do animals justice.

"They really can't do a whole lot unless they can prove that
they were doing the neglect on purpose,” says Batchelder.

Advocates also say the weak law is not the only problem.
State enforcement should be stepped up, too.

"We can't rely on troopers to provide this service," says
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Zarfo.s.

Troopers aie responsible for inspecting complaints of
animal neglect outside the limits of acity with an animal
control operation. Both advocates and troopers themselves say
this puts a strain on already thin resources.

"We're short of people and, obviously, the population in
this neck of the woods is growing," says First Sgt. Chuck
Bartolini of the Soldotna trooper detachment.

Bartolini says they do the best they can to respond to calls
of animal cruelty. Fortunately, he says, few such calls are
received. He says atrooper inspected the Harmans' kennel
almost two years ago, and, in the officer's opinion, the dogs
were adequately cared for. Bartolini says that if there appears
to be abuse, troopers will call in an animal expert. He'd like to
see such a person on the borough's staff.

"It would help us greatly if the borough had some sort of
enforcement power, and an animal control officer that cculd
actually investigate these cases and take the time," Bartolini
says.

Zarfoss wants to take that idea even further and hire a state
humane officer, someone to deal strictly with animal cruelty
cases, and who is authorized to step on private property and
stop neglect as soon as complaints come in. She says
lawmakers could complete the package with more clearly
defined laws to support that person.

"It's getting worse. It's getting larger numbers and it's
getting way out of hand," says Zarfoss.

She recalls the Carolyn Boughton case, in which a Sterling
woman was charged with neglecting 66 dogs and some other
animals. The animals were rescued by the SPCA a year ago
this month, but the cruelly case has yet to go to trial.

"It's still in the courts. Nothing has been done," says
Zarfoss. She fears the Harman case will drag on for a long
lime, as well.

Meanwhile, the dogs being cared for in Montana still
belong to the Harmans unless they're proved guilty in court.
In the meantime, the dogs - now recovering from atraumatic
trip across the border -- will have to wait to go home,
wherever that turns out to be.

Currently, the Harmans are out on bond. People in the
Nikiski area say John Harman may be back in Alaska, but he
wasn't at his property when Channel 2 News stopped by, and
the couple could not be reached for comment on this story.

To outsiders, the Harmans' breeding operation seemed to
be quite professional. The couple has won competitions, and
their Web sit* tells others how to care for dogs.

Some neighbors say they believe the Harmans had good
intentions but the operation just spun out of control. Others
say, quite frankly, they think the couple was running a puppy
mill, breeding huge numbers of dogs to sell. The Harmans'
Web site lists prices of up to 52,000 per dog, or more.
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Animal advocates say puppy mills are not unusual in
Alaska and the only way they're going to be stopped is if
people stop buying puppies from pet stores. Pet stores
disagree that the puppies they buy are raised in inhumane
conditions.

Another question to be investigated is whether the
Harmans' Nikiski operation was cruel, or whether it was
simply a matter of how the Harmans chose to transport the
dogs as they were moving out of state.
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But at least two people who bought dogs from Valiant Collies said the
animals arrived in fine shape and that they have no complaints.

The kennel was loud and smelled and groups of collies would
occasionally escape to roam, according to neighbors interviewed by
the Anchorage Daily News.

"I've never, ever, ever seen any one of those dogs in good condition,"
said Missy Batty, who until recently lived next door to the kennels.

Batty is moving out of the area in part, she said, because of the
hassle of living next door to the collie breeders.

The owners, Jonathan Harman, 49, and Athena Ann Lethcoe-Harman,
40, are awaiting ajury trial in Shelby, Mont. They were stopped Oct.

31 at the U.S.-Canada border in Montana while driving from Alaska to
Arizona with a semi loaded with 171 dogs and 11 cats.

Authorities say the animals were in bad condition inside the poorly
ventilated 40-foot trailer. Many could not walk and some were thin
and dirty. One dog was dead.

The Harnans had received a written warning about the condition of
their dogs a week earlier while their tractor trailer rig was parked at
an Anchorage store, according to Anchorage Animal Control.

The dogs and cats are being fed and walked by residents of Shelby
until a trial determines whether the animals can be returned to their
owners.

Batty and other neighbors of the Harmans said they didn't like going
up to what many call "the collie house" because of its odor, but
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sometimes they had to visit to return escaped collies.

"Those dogs, you could hear them all the time. Several would escape
from time to time. They were always really stinky," said Patty Gallien,
who lives about half a mile away. "In the summer, when you open a
window, you can hear the dogs barking half the night."

Nikiski has no local government and the Kenai Peninsula Borough
does not have animal control powers.

Gallien said she has lived there for 12 years and the collies have been
there the entire time.

Despite citing frustrations over dealing with the nuisance, neighbors
of the Harmans expressed empathy for Athena Harman, describing
her as a person who loved her dogs but who was so disabled by
chronic diabetes that she may not have been able to cope with the
responsibility.

A former kennel employee told the Great Falls, Mont. Tribune said he
worked for the Harmans for 10 years, until he was 18, but quit in
disgust.

Brett Encelewski, 21, said kennel conditions were decent when he
started, but worsened over the years. Toward the end, he said,
Lethcoe-Harman took special care of about a dozen of her favorite
dogs, but kept the rest in overcrowded and filthy pens.

However, collie breeders Darlene Kerr of Regina, Sask., and Dana
Giles of Nova Scotia told the Montana newspaper that dogs they
acquired from Lethcoe-Harman were healthy, well-cared for and
arrived in fine shape. Both said they had not visited her breeding
business in Alaska.

"To say her dogs are abused, I'm sorry, | can only speak from what
I've seen, but Shiloh (the first dog she got from Lethcoe (Harman)-
was in excellent condition," she said.

Lethcoe-Harman is a member of the Normal Eyed Network and has
been breeding her dogs to eliminate genetic problems such as Collie
Eye Anomaly, an eye disorder that can cause blindness.

Kerr said Shiloh has produced five normal-eyed collies, four of which
are champions. She said some breeders are criticizing Lethcoe-
Harman harshly on Internet chat rooms.

"This woman is not what they're saying she is,"” Kerr said. "They're
crucifying her. For years, Athena has been outspoken about the thing
you can defeat, Collie Eye Anomaly. She has been very vocal about
breeding for health."

Giles said she bought three collie puppies from Lethcoe-Harman in
1997 and 1998 and the puppies arrived in excellent shape. She said
canine ophthalmologists raved about the dogs and the condition of
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veterinarians testified during the first trial. A number of the

littp://www.peninsulaclarion.com/storics/030303/new_030303new0040001.shiml 5/7/2003


http://www.peninsulaclarion.com/storics/030303/new_030303new0040001.shlml

Kenai Peninsula Online - Alaska NewspapcrArizona residents scout out Harmans' new pr... Page 2 of 4

C YellowPages dogs were emaciated.
Slocks
C Clessifias One dog was dead.
| Search [ The seven-day trial in January resulted in a deadlocked jury

Miss a day? and a mistrial. Teton County Justice of the Peace Pete Howard
Use the Fo.verSearch below bosearch will decide today whether to retry the Harmans on 181 counts

by tgiic, ordiikon heday osee ttestorkes of misdemeanor animal abuse.
Iran the pestweek.

Sun| Fri| Thu| Wed|
Tue| Mon| The Harmans' attorney is asking Howard to dismiss the case

and let his clients carry forward with plans to move their large
kennel to Arizona.

The collies have been housed at the Marias Fairgrounds
outside Shelby, Mont., for the last four months.

But Troxell worries that returning the dogs to the Harmans
would only invite more headaches.

"It becomes Arizona's problem if she repeats that pattern of
behavior," she said of Lethcoe-Harman.

Neighbors of the Harmans in Nikiski have described their
kennel here as a maze of rundown pens and outbuildings,
known for its pungent odor and filthy dogs.

Defense attorney Scott Albers portrayed Lethcoe-Harman as a
champion dog breeder who let her Valiant Collies kennel swell
in size because she was trying to breed out collie eye anomaly,
a condition that causes blindness in 2 to 5 percent of collies.

If the Harmans simply had been allowed to drive on through to
Arizona, the dogs would have been fine, Albers argued. At one
point during the trial he held up a photo of the newly
constructed 40-foot-by-40-foot metal building to demonstrate
the degree of planning that had gone into the move.

That's not much bigger than the 45-foot-by-8-foot tractor
trailer the dogs were driven in the 2,240 miles from Alaska to
Montana.

When the mistrial was declared, Troxell tracked down the
coordinates of the Harmans' property, which is south of the
Navajo Nation and west of the Zuni Indian Reservation in the
northeastern section of the state.

It runs along a private dirt road a mile or two off a public dirt
road, Troxell said — impossible to reach by ground without
trespassing.

From her seat in the Cessna 172, she snapped photos of the
site and mailed copies to Toole County Attorney Merle Raph in
hopes he'll use them during the second trial, if one is held.
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Two weeks ago, Troxell also e-mailed one of the photos to a
collie chat room on the Internet, where the picture generated
considerable buzz.

A supporter of the Harmans identified on the chat site as
Pennsylvania collie breeder Lauren Wolfe responded that the
metal building is insulated and "will or does have" air
conditioning. Solar panels will provide electricity, she wrote.

She said the dogs would be let out in groups into the pens,
which measure 48-feet by 196-feet, "and will come in to their
own private kennels."

Contacted Friday, Wolfe declined to discuss the matter further.

A veterinarian at the Flagstaff Animal Hospital in Flagstaff,
Ariz., which is about 100 miles west of Woodruff, said he didn't
think the high desert climate would pose a hardship to the
long-haired collies.

The Woodruff area is above 5,000 feet, Dr. Fred Bush said.

"It doesn't get too hot and it's real windy," he said. "It would
be parasite-free -- like Flagstaff. We don't have ticks, fleas,
any of that stuff.”

He added that northeastern Arizona escapes terrible winters.
"Maybe a little snow. Not much,” Bush said. "Six inches would
be a lot."

It's uncertain how many collies the Harmans would house at
the kennel. After the mistrial was declared, Albers said
Lethcoe-Harman was willing to adopt out some 70 of the dogs.
She wanted to keep the remaining 100, he said.

Troxell said people can judge for themselves if the Arizona
facility looks adequate. A collie owner, she said her own dog
can stand "about 20 minutes out on the patio in the
summertime" before wanting to come inside.

"l wish | didn't have to take the picture. I'm the kind of person
that minds my own business,” Troxell said. But "it looks like
there were some really abhorrent conditions in Alaska. | don't
want that to happen here."

Carol Bradley is a reporter for the Great Falls Tribune.
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UPDATE 1/22/03 on the Montana Collies

Statement by AWCA President Jean Levitt, from Shelby, MT
*Permission to crosspost*
Trial

At 9 AM opening arguments began. Athena Lethcoe-Harman and John Harman were charged with 181 counts of
animal cruelty. The original charge of 182 counts was changed because authorities originally thought there were 11 cats instead
of 10.

Defense attorney Sc.itt Albers stressed the importance of the Valiant kennel because of the genetic work Ms. Harman
was do ng over the past 20 years with collie eye anomaly. He explained she needed a large amount of dogs to carry out her
work. He explained the Harmans were moving to Arizona: 1, because of the weather; 2, larger population to sell unneedcd
dogs to keep number of dogs down. He explained the normal practice in Alaska was to just shoot all dogs no longer needed in a
kennel. She those to truck the excess dogs to Arizona rather than shoot them; 3, more stud dogs available; 4, many Europeans
are interested in her dogs. In Arizona she can ship more dogs to Europe; 5, she is diabetic and needed a warmer climate.

Albers stressed how carefully the Harmans planned the trip to ensure it woulu go well because of the importance of
AKC registration.

Prosecutor Merle Raph, assisted by Teton County attorney Joe Coble, called U.S. Customs Inspector Russell Hancock
of the Port of Sweetgrass. Hancock testified the Harmans said they were transporting 105 dog’, and that each dog had its own
kennel except for a few puppies. Concerned that the dogs needed food and water, he stated lie discussed this with M... Harman.
She replied they didn’t have any food. The defense pointed out it had only been 12 hours since they had been last fed and
watered. He stated she wanted to buy food, but that it was 10:30 at night and the nearest open store was about 60 miles away.
They had some water in a blue plastic barrel. According to the inspector at Sweetgrass, the only food on the truck was in the
bottom of the crates soaked in urine and fecal material. Inspector Hancock testified he detained the Harmans to get a
veterinarian to check the overall health of the animals. He said it was an unusual case.

Deputy Sheriff Mike Lamie described inching his way to the back of the truck sideways along the filthy narrow aisle
after the chainlink fencing panels were removed. He described the urine and fecal materia) that dripped onto his uniform from
the crates piled up on both sides of the truck. He looked into the pens with his flashlight and saw the collies wet with the urine
and fecal material. He described the foul smell, the 0 degree temperature, and the frozen condensation on the ceiling of the
poorly ventilated truck. He call’d the Toole County Sheriffs Office in Shelby and reported h*s findings to then-Undershcriff
Donna Matoon. He also called in Dr. Hardee Clark, Shelby veterinarian, to assess the condition of the dogs. The portable fence
panels from the truck were set up outside, and about 20 dogs were offloaded. He testified Ms. Harman began giving the dogs
water, and attempted to scoop out filth in the bottom of some crates. He described two collies separated from the others, not
drinking water, and appearing listless. Deputy Lamie testified Dr. Clark asked Ms. Harman why the two dogs appeared unwell,
and were separated. She said they were separated because they were recovering from parvo. Deputy Lamie explained he felt a
crime was being committed.

Defense attorney Albers pointed out Ms. Harman was diligently watering the 15-20 dogs in the pen. and cleaning their
empty crates. He reviewed Deputy Lamie’s written report and asked him about his statement, “Frozen particles of liquid in the
dogs’ fur." Albers explained there had been a flood in Alaska before the Harmans began their trip.

Prosecutor Merle Raph called Dr. James Becker, DVM, the Port of Sweetgrass veterinarian He described the
sanitation - “Very filthy, filthy cages, filthy animals, and some cleaning had taken place before I got there." He assessed the
overall condition of the dogs, "...saw one dob o: ically OUT, couldn't get up, died shortly." His decision: “Must clean up
situation as soon as possible and ge* those dogs treated.” He further stated, “Dogs were definitely on the thin side. 1wanted to
see if these critters were able to stand." He testified he asked Ms. Harman, “What happened?" She explained, "Fire." He
testified he asked if she had considered aborting the mission. He testified that she said she didn’t think they would make it
through the winter in Alaska.

Court was then adjourned until 9 AM Thursday. The trial is expected to last through Friday.

Thea Speriine, professional groomer Kay Bullard, and 1drove out to Camp Collie today to see the dogs at lunchtime.
They are clean, well fed, and of course continuing to receive veterinary care. The dog with the most serious hui. has hid
surgery and is recovering nicely. AWCA is proud to be able to pay his bill, and we thank the animal community for making that
possible.

Calmly,

Jean Levitt, President AWCA

Lisa King, AWCA Director AWCA Rescue
Officers and Members of AWCA

If you would like to assist AWCA with this rescue effort, you may send a check to:

Bethany Burke
AWCA Treasurer
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UPDATE 01/22/03 on the Mbntana Collies http://norre.ke.r.comimenaime/anca012203 litm

2807 Lee Trevino Court
Shalimar, FL 32579

Make the check out to AWCA and in the memo area note: collie rescue-medical, collie rescue-stainless steel, or collie
rescue-general.
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Lu.iector gets doggone overhaul

POOCHES: Volunteers help Richard Hall spay, neuter, adopt out some
ui ilia nuu dogs.

The Associated Press

(Published: May 5, 2003)

FAIRBANKS -- Richard Hall's dog yard became
more manageable this week after about 100
local volunteers set up an assembly line to
spay, neuter, euthanize or adopt out many of
the nearly 400 dogs he was keeping.

The volunteers spayed or neutered 70 to 100
dogs a day at a makeshift clinic in the
Goldstream Valley.

all has roughly 200 dogs lefL-Bui™e's still
"monmluu ttlij dogs-thajAvere-put-down or
released for adoption. Volunteers are caring for
the dozens of dogs as they wait for permanent
homes.

"There's been a tear or two. It's just kind of sad

to walk around and realize ... there's some | Richard Hall had almost 400
shouldn't have parted with," Hall said. "Anyhow, dogs on his property in
it will get better. | hope." Fairbanks. A community effort

spearheaded by the Humane
Saociety of the United States
helped spay, neuter or
euthanize them. Some were
adopted. (Photo by John
Hanen / Fairbanks Dalily
News-Miner)

The endeavor to help Hall downsize and get his
dogs physically fit -- some dogs suffered from
malnutrition, dehydration and other ailments --
came after Hall told a couple of local
veterinarians he was worried about his ability to
maintain all his dogs.

The volunteer effort took months to plan. It
involved an outpouring of donations from
community groups, veterinarians and local businesses.

Click on photo to enlarge

Animal control officials say there were regular complaints against Hall, but
each time he responded. Over the years, the borough has regularly cited Hall
for offenses such as dogs that weren't immunized or were running loose.

"Mr. Hall was basically trying to do things to the best of his abilities. He had
no malicious intent," said Tim Biggane, who oversees animal control for the

§6/2003 S53 AM
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Fairbanks North Star Borough.

"He's guilty of having a caring heart," Biggane says, and cracking down didn't
seem right.

"When wo get into the judiciary process, it's a slow process. It's not beneficial
to either party. It takes a lot of time and a bt of money."

Dave Pauli, regional director for the Humane Society of the United States,
said the effort involving Hall is a unique one.

Pauli travels the country handling animal crises. He doesn't often respond to
multi-animal cases involving a single owner, especially without impetus from
the courts.

"Any legal recourse would have been a long, dragged-out affair, and
somebody would have had to care for those 400 animals," Pauli said.

"I think Mr. Hall is making great efforts in trying to (compromise). He was
"ierful. He made many, many tough decisions each day."

Half of Hall's dogs were euthanized, adopted or put in foster care. Dogs were
put down for reasons such as ill temperament or bad health.

A borough animal-control officer is looking after 74 dogs on her property in
r..!.ha. Those dogs are available for adoption.

Hall says he misses the dogs that are gone. He was reached by cell phone at
a grocery store, where he had stopped to buy hot dogs to use to administer
medicine to some of his remaining animals.

doesn't believe in euthanizing dogs, but he's had to compromise that
philosophy.

"I was warehousing some man-eaters, some really bad characters," he said.
The Humane Society "kind of got me to cha ge the philosophy on some of
that stuff.”

Hall appreciates the effort to help him: "A burich of good peonle
volunteered."

Jeanne Olson, a borough veterinarian who helped organize the effort, said
volunteers are working to help Hall reorganize his yard and come up with a
plan to care for the remaining dogs.

56/2008 853 AM
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Animal Abuse Cases - Details ED En Espanol

Animal cruelty to 182 collies - (Shelby, MT - US)

Crime Date: 10/31/2002
Case Status: Alleged
Case Updates: Available - Click Here

Accused Abuser(s):
Johnathan Harman Athena Lethcoe-Harman

Case Report

Jurors in an animal cruelty case couldn't reach a unanimous decision Wednesday Jan
29, 2003 and a mistrial was declared. Prosecutors were unsure whether ‘“ey would
press for another trial after five of the six jurors voted for acquittal.

The Justice Court case of Alaskans Jon Harman and Athena Lethcoe-Harman drew
wide attention after they were arrested trying to cross the border at the Sweet Grass
Port of Entry last Halloween, their tractor-trailer carrying about 180 animais - most of
them collie dogs.

The Harmans, who said they were moving from Alaska to Arizona, were charged with
181 counts of animal cruelty. Since their arrest the morning ol Nov. 1, their animals
have been housed at the Shelby Fairgrounds, at what became known as "Camp
Collie."

The Harmans contended delays at the border worsened an already difficult situation.
"A lot of jurors went back and forth. They just finally got to a point where they couldn't
get unanimous,” she said.

Defense attorney Scott Albers said Lethcoe-Harman was a tremendous breeder of
collies. “I doubt that there are any collie breeders in the country that would live up to
the standards that she does. She has nothing but success as a breedei of non-carrier
CEA (collie eye anomaly) dogs, and the circumstances here were very unfortunate."

The jury deliberated seven and one-half hours. Only one juror wanted to convict the
dog owners; the other five wanted to acquit.

"All 1 can say is, our job is to determine whethei or not we v Econvinced beyond a
reasonable doubt," the jury forewoman said. "You have to do what you feel and know
in your heart is right."

The trial lasted seven days, far longer than expected. The defense lawyer praised
Shelby residents' efforts on behalf of the collies but said the caregivers have no
ownership claim.

"You must let (the Harmans) go and you must give them their dogs bad.," he told the
jury in closing arguments. "You must decide; Are these dogs fit and sale with her? If
they are, then she must get them back."
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Case Updates

Posted: Apr 24, 2003 -10:55 AM

Teton County Justice of the Peace Pete Howard said he'll now go to work finding a
place to retry the Harmans. Howard said he's looking to retry the case in Anaconda,
Butte or Helena - out of the reach of the Great Falls media, where publicity about the
collies could hinder efforts to seat an unbiased jury. Howard hopes to preside over
the trial the week of May 12 or May 19, he said.

Guardians of Camp Collie in Shelby are glad to hear that Camp Collie Il will soon be
open for business. Nearly 200 collies will be relocated to Great Falls beginning as
early as Friday, ajustice of the peace ruled on Wed April 24.

Source: Great Falls Tribune

Posted: Mar 28, 2003 -9:38 AM

Montana's Supreme Coud issued a stay Thursday in the case of accused collie
abusers Jon Harman and Athena Lethcoe-Harman, which means plans to retry the
couple on animal cruelty charges are on hold until the high court decides whether a
second trial is justified.

Posted: Mar 22, 2003 -11:00 AM

The attorney for accused collie abusers Jon Harman and Athena Lethcoe-Harman is
asking Montana's Supreme Court to rule out a retrial of the animal cruelty case on
grounds that the Harmans shouldn't be tried twice for the same alleged crime.

Even if the Supreme Court votes down the motion it could delay the second trial,
which was tentatively planned for mid- to late-April. Toole County Attorney Merle
Raph is asking Teton County Justice of the Peace Pete Howard to hold the trial
somewhere other than Shelby, where publicity about the case has made it difficult to
find jurors who haven'talready formed an opinion about the Harmans' guilt.

More info: Great Falls Tribune

Posted: Mar 4, 2003 - 12:54 PM

The Harmans will in fact be re-tried. The trial is expected to take place in mid to late
April after he's had a chance to sort through motions, Judge Pete Howard said. |le'll
determine the location of the trial in a matter of weeks, depending in pari on whether
a change of venue is requested.

More info: Great Falls Tribune

Posted: Feb 27, 2003 -5:12 PM

A Teton County justice of the peace is scheduled to hear arguments in Choteau
Monday for and against dismissing animal cruelty charges against an Alaska couple.

Posted: Feb 16, 2003 -8:26 PM

Stymied by a mistrial, Toole County will go to court a second time to try collie owners
Jon Harman and Athena Lethcoe-Harman of Alaska on cruelty-to-ammal charges,
County Attorney Merle Raph announced Friday.

Source:
http7AwMkqftBatfaltstfibune.com/news/stories/20030201/localnews/896167.htm)
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Couple accused of animal abuse appear in court

S3 Emil toa Aied »  Printer Friedly Version

(Bristol-WTNH, Mar. IS, 2004 5:00 PM) _
Earlier this month authorities took 7
Afghan hound from a Plymouth couple,
saying the dogs were starving and in poor
health. Today the couple appeared in
court to face animal abuse charges.

fsgpent

"I just hope someone would see our side
of the story and understand, you know,
we're not bad people," said Ken Liscinsky.

Ken and Patricia Liscinsky gave up their
life out West and drove in their RV to
Connecticut for a family crises. Now tne
Liscinsky's find themselves trapped in an
animal cruelty case, one they say haunts
them daily.

"You know, you hear seven Afghan hounds starving to death living in
a mobile home, but it wasn't that way," Patricia Liscinsky said.

Liscinsky admits photos taken by authorities the day their dogs were
seized are heart wrenching. But she says Afghan hounds are a thin
breed by nature and she and her husband, although dog breeders of
25 years, have just discovered the dogs had mange mites.

"We were trying to figure out what the problem was at tie time. It

was only a week and a day when they took tne cogs we were going to

go to the vet to find out what was wrong."

Outside Bristol Superior Court animal rights protestors say this case is
clear cut.

"If you shave our dog down and see open sores what do you do? You
get medical a“ention for that dog," said Donna Faust.

"SO you believe they shouldn't get the dogs back?"

"Absolutely not. They shouldn't own any animal."

http://w\vw.wtnli.com/Global/story.asp7S=1711598&nav=3YeXLX50
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