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F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2004 LEGISLA TIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):___________
Title "An act relating lo veterinarians and animals."

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected: 
RDU

CSHB 275(L&C)
4/1/04

LAW
CIVIL

Component Environmental
Sponsor
Requester

Represenlalive Chenfcull
House Labor and Commerce

E x p e n d i tu r e s /R e v e n u e s

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Sen/ices 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

jCAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate paqe if necessary)
Under this bill, veterinarians employed by the state would have responsibilities in addition to those outlined 
in AS 03-25.020, related chiefly to the well being of livestocn and domestic animals . The bill also classifies 
crimes of cruelty to animals and criminal negligence. It adds persons who have a duty under state law or 
municipal ordinance to investigate animal cruelty, abuse or neglect to those who are required to report 
suspected harm arising from child abuse and neglect.

Passage of this legislation will have no foreseeable fiscal impact on the Department of Law.

Prepared by: 
Division

Approved by: 
Agency

Kathryn A. Daughhetee, Director Phone 465-3573
Administrative Services Date/Time 3/28/04 11:10AM

Kathryn Daughhetee for Gregg D. Renkes, Attorney General 
Department of Law____________

Date 3/28/2004

(Rewied 12/20D3OWB) Page 1 of 1



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2004 LEG ISLA TIV E SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 
Title Veterinarians and animals

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

CSHB 275(JUD)
4/19/04

Dept. Affected: 
> D U  _
Component

Sponsor
Requester

Representative Mike Chenault

Environmental Conservation
__________Environmental Health
___________ Laboratory Services

House Judiciary Committee

E x p e n d i tu r e s /R e v e n u e s
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Component No. 

(T h o u s a n d s  o f D o liars)

2065

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Contractual 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1003 GF Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1037 GF/Mental Health 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost:  0.0____
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page it  necessary)

T h is  bill will h a v e  n o  k now n  fisca l im p a c t u p o n  th e  d e p a r tm e n t.

Prepared by: Kristin Ryan, Director_________________________________________ Phone (907) 269-7645
Division Environmental Health Date/Time 4/2/04 1:34 PM

Approved by: Kurt Fredriksson, Deputy Com m issioner________________________ D ate 4/2/2004
Agency Environm ental Conservation____________________________________

(Reviled 12/2003 OMB) Page 1 of 1



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF A LA S K A Fiscal Note Num ber: 4_________________

2 0 0 4  LEG IS LA T IV E  SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 275((JUD)
(H) Publish Date: 4/19/04

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):___________________Dept. Affected]_________ Public Safety
Title Act Relating lo Care and Cruelty of Animals______ RDU Alaska State Troopers
_______________________________________________________ Component AST Detachments_______
Sponsor Rep. Chenault
Requester H. Labor & Commerce_______________________ Component No. 2325

Expenditures/R evenues_________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)_______
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) f

FUND SOURCE____________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding fo r this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill establishes standards of care for animals and processes for investigating complaints of animal 
cruelty. It also creates the crimes of Cruelty to Animals in the First Degree, a class A misdemeanor, and 
Cruelty to Animals in the Second Degree, a class B misdemeanor.

The bill also requires that those officers involved in the investigation of cruelty to animal complaints must 
report child abuse or neglect if such is detected in the course of their investigation.

This is no expected fiscal impact to the Department of Public Safety.

Prepared by: Lt. Al Storey_______________________________________________ Phone 907-269-4532
Division Alaska State Troopers______ Date/Time 4/1/04 8:31 AM

Approved by: C om m issioner William T andeske______________________________  Date 4/1/2004
A gency D epartm ent of Public Safety_____________

(Revised 12/2003 OMB) Page 1 of 1



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF A LA SKA
2004 LEG IS LA T IV E  SESSION

Revision Dale/Time (Note if correction): 
Title An Act relating to animals

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

Sponsor
Requester

CSHB 275(. I'D) 
4/19/04________

Dept. Affected]_________ Administration
BRU Legal and Advocacy Services
Component Public Defender Agency

Reps. Chenault, Gruenberg,...
(H) Judiciary

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

1631

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

* • • « * *

TOTAL OPERATING * <r * * Dr *

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE____________________   (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

• • • * * w

TOTAL ■ • • • • •

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate paqe if  necessary)
This bill would likely have some fiscal impact on the operations of the Public Defender Agency, because in 
Sections 2 and 3 it criminalizes conduct that does not currently qualify for the crime of cruelty to animals. 
The bill breaks down the crime of cruelty to animals into two levels o f misdemeanor offenses.
Criminalizing conduct that is not currently a crime will likely increase the caseload of the Agency. The 
Agency does not currently handle a significant number of cruelty to animal offenses, but would expect lo 
handle many more if this bill were enacted, but it is impossible to predict the impact with any accuracy. 
There may also be a fiscal impact to the Agency from Section 4 that adds an aggravator for consideration 
at sentencing for deliberate cruelty to an animal or exposing an animal lo a threat of serious physical injury.

Prepared by: Linda K. Wilson. Deputy Director__________________________  Phone (907)-334-4416
Division Public Defender Agency_________________________________  Date/Time 4/5/04 12'00 AM

Approved by: Ray M atiashowski, Deputy Com m issioner______________________  D ate 4/5/2004________
A gency Administration_________________________________________________

(Revised 9,7003 OMB) Page 1 of 1



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF A LA SK A
2004 LEG IS LA T IV E  SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):___________
Title "An act relating lo veterinarians and animals."

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected 
'RDU

1
CSHB 275(L&C)
4/1/04

LAW
CIVIL

Component Environmental
Sponsor
Requester

Representative Chenault
House Labor and Commerce

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE__________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Frogram Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if  necessary)
Under this bill, veterinarians employed by the state would have responsibilities in addition to those outlined 
in AS 03-25.020, related chiefly to the well being of livestock and domestic animals . The bill also classifies 
crimes of cruelty to animals and criminal negligence. It adds persons who have a duty under state law or 
municipal ordinance to investigate animal cruelty, abuse or neglect to those who are required to report 
suspected harm arising from child abuse and neglect.

Passage of this legislation will have no foreseeable fiscal impact on the Department of Law.

Prepared by: Kathryn A. Daughhetee, Director__________________________  Phone 465-3673
Division Administrative Services Date/Time 3/28/04 11:10 AM

Approved by: Kathryn Daughhetee for Gregg D. Renkes, Attorney General Date 3/28/2004
Agency Department of Law_____________________________________

(Revised 12'2003 OMO) Page 1 of 1



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF A LASKA
2004 LEG IS LA T IV E  SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 
Title Veterinarians and animals

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

CSHB 275(JUD)
4/19/04

Dept. Affected:
; rdu
Component

Sponsor
Requester

Representative Mike Chenault

Environmental Conservation
__________Environmental Health

________ Laboratory Services

House Judiciary Committee

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2065

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Contractual 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1003 GF Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1037 GF/Mental Health 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary o 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill will have no known fiscal impact upon the department.

Prepared by: Kristin Ryan, Director____________________________________ Phone (907) 269-7645
Division Environmental Health Date/Time 4/2/04 V M  PM

Approved by: Kurt Fredriksson, Deputy C om m issioner________________________  D ate 4/2/2004
A gency Environm ental C onservation___________________________________

(Revived 12/2003 OMB) Page 1 of 1



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF A LA S K A
2004 LEG IS LA T IV E SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_____________
Title Act Relating to Care and Cruelty of Animals

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected: 
RDU

CSHB 275((JUD)
4/19/04

Public Safety
Alaska State Troopers

Component AST Detachments
Sponsor
Requester

Rep. Chenault
H. Labor & Commerce Component No. 2325

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Sen/ices 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

1— TCHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill establishes standards of care for animals and processes for investigating complaints of animal 
cruelly. It also creates the crimes of Cruelty lo Animals in the F:rst Degree, a class A misdemeanor, and 
Cruelly to Animals in the Second Degree, a class B misdemeanor.

The bill also requires that those officers involved in the investigation of cruelty to animal complaints must 
report child abuse or neglect if such is detected in the course of their investigation.

This is no expected fiscal impact to the Department of Public Safety.

Prepared by: Lt. Al Storey___________________________________________  Phone 907-269-4532
Division Alaska State Troopers___________________________________  Date/Time 4/1/04 8:31 AM

Approved by: C om m issioner William T andeske_______________________________  D ate 4/1/2004____
Agency D epartm ent of Public Safety____________________________________

(Revliud 12/2003 OMB) Page 1 of 1



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE O F ALASKA
2004 L EG ISLA TIV E SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 
Title An Act relating to animals

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected: 
‘ BRU

CSHB 275(JUD)
4/19/04

\dministration
Legal and Advocacy Services

Sponsor
Reouester

Component Public Defender Agency
Reps. Chenault, Gruenberg,...
(H) Judiciary

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s

Component No. 

(Thousands o f Dollars)

1631

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

• • » * • •

TOTAL OPERATING * * * * * *

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE__________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

* * * * • •

TOTAL * + * * * *

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding fo r this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if  necessary)
This bill would likely have some fiscal impact on the operations of the Public Defender Agency, because in 
Sections 2 and 3 it criminalizes conduct that does not currently qualify for the crime of cruelty to animals. 
The bill breaks down the crime of cruelty to animals into two levels of misdemeanor offenses.
Criminalizing conduct that is not currently a crime will likely increase the caseload of the Agency. The 
Agency does not currently handle a significant number of cruelty to animal offenses, but would expect to 
handle many more if this bill were enacted, but it is impossible to predict the impact with any accuracy. 
There may also be a fiscal impact to the Agency from Section 4 that adds an aggravator for consideration 
at sentencing for deliberate cruelty to an animal or exposing an animal to a threat of serious physical injury.

Prepared by: Linda K. Wilson, Deputy Director___________________________  Phone (907)-334-4416
Division Public Defender Agency__________________________________ Date/Time 4/5/04 12:00 AM

A pproved by: Ray M atiashowski, Deputy Com m issioner__________   D ate 4/5/2004________
A gency Administration_________________________________________________

(Revised 9/2003 OMB) Page 1 of I
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S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  
M ik e  C h e n a u l t

O fficial B usiness

Session:
Interim:
145 Main St. Loop, Second Floor 
Kcnai, Alaska 99611 
(907) 283-7223 
Fax: (907) 283-3075

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s

Capitol Building, Room 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

(907) 465-3779 
Toll Free: (800) 469-3779 

Fax: (907) 465-2833

SPONSOR STATEM ENT

1 HB -  VETERINARIANS ANT) ANIMALS

Two years ag<p in Sterling, State Troopers, animal rescuers, veterinarians and a 
member of my staff witnessed possibly the worst case of mass animal cruelty in Alaska. 
Dozens of dogs some-frozen to the ground, but still alive, were found on a parcel of land 
in the Sterling area. Some were locked in an abandoned bus, some tied to trees and 
stakes. None had the;bare margin of food, water, or humane shelter. The only bedding 
was canine feces or ice. A video is available for viewing with the warning that is quite 
erayhic and not for the faint of heart.

I .

A week ago, a police officer stopped a drunk driver who had his dog tied to the 
bumper of his truck. While the dog received emergency medical treatment, it was put 
down as a result of being dragged for several miles.

It is appalling; to find any human being capable of such horror. In fact, many 
individuals who are later convicted of grave crimes to fellow humans are found to have 
seriously abused animals at some time in their lives.

I have previously distributed animal cruelty information. I hope one of your staff 
had the opportunity to read it. The puipose of this memo is to appeal to your humane 
side and ask for your support to stop cruelty to animals. This is an issue decent human 
beings should never have to consider. Common sense and compassion dictates how we 
should treat animals, unfortunately we cannot depend on fellow human beings to be 
decent and provide basic food, water and shelter for animals. This is not an issue foi 
partisan politics, as most of us have delightful memories of childhood pets.

Please join me in setting an example to stop abuse of animals. You and I have the 
opportunity to show our children how kind and compassionate animals can be while 
teaching responsibility of animal care.

My family has a dog-named Destiny that is a loving, mischievous companion to 
each of us. Although she has to be into what ever I am doing, be it painting or repairing 
the kitchen sink, the kids are learning the responsibility of caring and providing for 
another living being, and important part of becoming an adult.

R epn :sen tauve_M ike_C hcniiu lt@ legis.sL atc.ak .us

mailto:sentauve_Mike_Chcniiult@legis.sLatc.ak.us
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■ Debbie Moore

From: "Nancy Henricksen" <agroomer@ptialaska.net>
To: "Debbie Moore" <pathways@alaska.net>
Sent: Saturday, December 21, 2002 11:33 AM
Subject: FW: petition

W e're the heart o f  K enai

— Original Message—
From: Ethel [mailto:donethel@gci.net]
Sent: Wednesday, December 18, 2002 5:01 PM 
Subject: petition

TO: 2003 STATE OF ALASKA LEGISLATORS
FROM: THE FOLLOWING ALASKANS AND OUTSIDE 

CITIZEN
REF: LACK OF ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS AND

ENFORCEMENT

WE/I STRONGLY URGE THE 2003 LEGISLATURE TO REVISE AND 
STRENGTHEN THE ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS FOR THE STATE OF 
ALASKA. LN VIEW OF NUMEROUS AND INCREASING TRAGEDIES 
INVOLVING ANIMALS THIS SHOULD BE NUMBER ONE PRIORITY OF YOUR 
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS THIS COMING SESSION. MANY PEOPLE HAVE 
DECIDED NOT TO INCLUDE ALASKA IN THEIR TRAVEL BECAUSE OF 
THESE HORRORS.

THE CURRENT STATE LAWS ARE TOTALLY INADEQUATE AND THEY 
PROMOTE THE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE WHO ABUSE ANIMALS TO AVOID 
COMMUNITIES THAT HAVE LOCAL AND STRICT ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS.

THERE ARE STRICT LAWS, BIG BUDGETS AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 
TO PROTECT WILDLIFE BUT NOTHING FOR THE DOMESTIC ANIMALS, 
PARTICULARLY, DOGS, CATS AND HORSES.

WE ARE MOST SERIOUS IN THIS REQUEST.

PRINTED NAME SIGNATURE ADDRESS DATE

l o r p  jtecpl)

12/23/02

mailto:agroomer@ptialaska.net
mailto:pathways@alaska.net
mailto:donethel@gci.net
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Debbie Moore
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From: "Nancy Senricksen" <agroomer@ptialaska.net>
To: "Debbie Moore" <pathways@alaska.net>
Sent: Saturday, December 21, 2002 11:33 AM
Subject: FW: petition

W e’re the  heart o f  Kenai

— Original Message—
From: Ethel [mailto:donethel@gci.net]
Sent:.W ednesday, December 18, 2002 5:01 PM 
S u b jec t: petition

TO: 2003 STATE OF ALASKA LEGISLATORS
FROM: THE FOLLOWING ALASKANS AND OUTSIDE 

CITIZEN
REF: LACK OF ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS AND 

ENFORCEMENT

WE/I STRONGLY URGE THE 2003 LEGISLATURE TO REVISE AND 
STRENGTHEN THE ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS FOR THE STATE OF 
ALASKA. IN VIEW OF NUMEROUS AND INCREASING TRAGEDIES 
INVOLVING ANIMALS THIS SHOULD BE NUMBER ONE PRIORITY OF YOUR 
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS THIS COMING SESSION. MANY PEOPLE HAVE 
DECIDED NOT TO INCLUDE ALASKA IN THEIR TRAVEL BECAUSE OF 
THESE HORRORS.

THE CURRENT STATE LAWS ARE TOTALLY INADEQUATE AND THEY 
PROMOTE THE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE WHO ABUSE ANIMALS TO AVOID 
COMMUNITIES THAT HAVE LOCAL AND STRICT ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS.

THERE ARE STRICT LAWS, BIG BUDGETS AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 
TO PROTECT WILDLIFE BUT NOTHING FOR THE DOMESTIC ANIMALS, 
PARTICULARLY, DOGS, CATS AND HORSES.

WE ARE MOST SERIOUS IN THIS REQUEST.

PRINTED NAME LSS DATE
p . o , Bcw ^  X

rS

P tn V iK  p . c  ^  ‘-t s v s  oc>

12/23/02
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Debbie Moore

F r o m :  "Nancy Henricksen" <agroomer@ptialaska.net>
T o :  "Debbie Moore" <pathways@ alaska.net>
S e n t :  Saturday, December 2 1 , 2 0 0 2  1 1 :3 3  AM
S u b j e c t :  FW: petition

W e're the  heart o f  Kenai

— Original Message—
From : Ethel [mailto:donethel@gci.net]
S en t: Wednesday, December 18, 2002 5:01 PM 
S ub jec t: petition

TO: 2003 STATE OF ALASKA LEGISLATORS
FROM: THE FOLLOWING ALASKANS AND OUTSIDE 

CITIZEN
REF: LACK OF ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS AND 

ENFORCEMENT

WE/I STRONGLY URGE THE 2003 LEGISLATURE TO REVISE AND 
STRENGTHEN THE ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS FOR THE STATE OF 
ALASKA. IN VIEW OF NUMEROUS AND INCREASING TRAGEDIES 
INVOLVING ANIMALS THIS SHOULD BE NUMBER ONE PRIORITY OF YOUR 
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS THIS COMING SESSION. MANY PEOPLE HAVE 
DECIDED NOT TO INCLUDE ALASKA IN THEIR TRAVEL BECAUSE OF 
THESE HORRORS.

THE CURRENT STATE LAWS ARE TOTALLY INADEQUATE AND THEY 
PROMOTE THE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE WHO ABUSE ANIMALS TO AVOID 
COMMUNITIES THAT HAVE LOCAL AND STRICT ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS.

THERE ARE STRICT LAWS, BIG BUDGETS AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 
TO PROTECT WILDLIFE BUT NOTHING FOR THE DOMESTIC ANIMALS, 
PARTICULARLY, DOGS, CATS AND HORSES.

WE ARE MOST SERIOUS IN THIS REQUEST.

P

12/23/02
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Debbie Moore

From: "Nancy Henricksen" <agroomer@ptialaska.net>
To: "Debbie Moore" <pathways@a!aska.net>
Sent: Saturday, December 21, 2002 11:33 AM
Subject: FW: petition

W e're  the heart o f  K enai

— Original Message-----
From: Ethel [mailto:donethel@gci.net]
S en t: Wednesday, December 18, 2002 5:01 PM 
S ub ject: petition

TO: 2003 STATE OF ALASKA LEGISLATORS
FROM: THE FOLLOWING ALASKANS AND OUTSIDE 

CITIZEN
REF: LACK OF ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS AND

ENFORCEMENT

WE/I STRONGLY URGE THE 2003 LEGISLATURE TO REVISE AND 
STRENGTHEN THE ANIMAL, CRUELTY LAWS FOR THE STATE OF 
ALASKA. IN VIEW OF NUMEROUS AND INCREASING TRAGEDIES 
INVOLVING ANIMALS THIS SHOULD BE NUMBER ONE PRIORITY OF YOUR 
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS THIS COMING SESSION. MANY PEOPLE HAVE 
DECIDED NOT TO INCLUDE ALASKA IN THEIR TRAVEL BECAUSE OF 
THESE HORRORS.

THE CURRENT STATE LAWS ARE TOTALLY INADEQUATE AND THEY 
PROMOTE THE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE WHO ABUSE ANIMALS TO AVOID 
COMMUNITIES THAT HAVE LOCAL AND STRICT ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS.

THERE ARE STRICT LAWS, BIG BUDGETS AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 
TO PROTECT WILDLIFE BUT NOTHING FOR THE DOMESTIC ANIMALS, 
PARTICULARLY, DOGS, CATS AND HORSES.

WE ARE MOST SERIOUS IN THIS REQUEST.

PRINTED NAME SIGNATURE ADDRESS DATE . , 0
J u l . ^ 9 S 7 ) Tate. ^
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I'vOav̂ cx l , 0 e s \ o r \  y y s s  .SAdoVy-cx V i-31

3 0 - 0 3 .

-CTd.

12/23/02

mailto:agroomer@ptialaska.net
mailto:donethel@gci.net


k - j j b i y

A ^ ' A ^ V l f-

j , a )  M A -  I ^ J o a J M  Il ^ j S j A L  /» > .'

D ^ l o b ' i  ■£ A  L it.

^ n a a ^ L ^ X u r

s*

a ) - ^ v .  A & 4 ^  ^  g  JS <<-S c , c j  /

W i / k a .  P d  $ 7 /  S z & A 'f a q  M ~

Y  /
"Z 2 /6 '



Page 1 of 1

Debbie Moore

From: "Nancy Henricksen" <agroomer@ptialaska.net>
To: "Debbie Moore" <pathways@ alaska.net>
S en t: Saturday, December 21, 2002 11:33 AM
Subject: FW: petition

We're the heart o f Kenai

— Original Message-----
From : Ethel [mailto:donethel@gci.net]
S en t: Wednesday, December 18, 2002 5:01 PM 
S ub jec t: petition

TO: 2003 STATE OF ALASKA LEGISLATORS
FROM: THE FOLLOWING ALASKANS AND OUTSIDE 

CITIZEN
REF: LACK OF ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS AND

ENFORCEMENT

WE/I STRONGLY URGE THE 2003 LEGISLATURE TO REVISE AND 
STRENGTHEN THE ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS FOR THE STATE OF 
ALASKA. IN VIEW OF NUMEROUS AND INCREASING TRAGEDIES 
INVOLVING ANIMALS THIS SHOULD BE NUMBER ONE PRIORITY OF YOUR 
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS THIS COMING SESSION. MANY PEOPLE HAVE 
DECIDED NOT TO INCLUDE ALASKA IN THEIR TRAVEL BECAUSE OF 
THESE HORRORS.

THE CURRENT STATE LAWS ARE TOTALLY INADEQUATE AND THEY 
PROMOTE THE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE WHO ABUSE ANIMALS TO AVOID 
COMMUNITIES THAT HAVE LOCAL AND STRICT ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS.

THERE ARE STRICT LAWS, BIG BUDGETS AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 
TO PROTECT WILDLIFE BUT NOTHING FOR THE DOMESTIC ANIMALS, 
PARTICULARLY, DOGS, CATS AND HORSES.

WE ARE MOST SERIOUS IN THIS REQUEST.

PRINTED NAME SIGNATURE ADDRESS DATE
/ V / r  ; ■? ( X s r . p T — ^ r .o . B V *  O a o  , u / ^  s fc . a k . 9 9 6 ? < r

/ Z  - J O  O l
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Debbie Moore

F r o m :  "Nancy Henricksen” <agroomer@ptialas(ca.net>
T o : "Debbie Moore" <pathways@alaska.net>
Sent: Saturday, December 21, 2002 11:33 AM
Subject: FW: petition

We're the heart of Kenai

— O rig in a l M e s s a g e —
F r o m :  E th e l [m a i l to :d o n e th e l@ g c i .n e t]
S e n t :  W e d n e s d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  18 , 2 0 0 2  5 :0 1  PM 
S u b j e c t :  p e titio n

TO: 2003 STATE OF ALASKA LEGISLATORS
FROM: THE FOLLOWING ALASKANS AND OUTSIDE 

CITIZEN f

REF: LACK OF ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS AND
ENFORCEMENT

WE/I STRONGLY URGE THE 2003 LEGISLATURE TO REVISE AND 
STRENGTHEN THE ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS FOR THE STATE OF 
ALASKA. IN VIEW OF NUMEROUS AND INCREASING TRAGEDIES 
INVOLVING ANIMALS THIS SHOULD BE NUMBER ONE PRIORITY OF YOUR 
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS THIS COMING SESSION. MANTY PEOPLE HAVE 
DECIDED NOT TO INCLUDE ALASKA IN THEIR TRAVEL BECAUSE OF 
THESE HORRORS.

THE CURRENT STATE LAWS ARE TOTALLY INADEQUATE AND THEY 
PROMOTE THE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE WHO ABUSE ANIMALS TO AVOID 
COMMUNITIES THAT HAVE LOCAL AND STRICT ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS.

THERE ARE STRICT LAWS, BIG BUDGETS AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 
TO PROTECT WILDLIFE BUT NOTHING FOR THE DOMESTIC ANIMALS, 
PARTICULARLY, DOGS, CATS AND HORSES.

WE ARE MOST SERIOUS IN THIS REQUEST.

mailto:pathways@alaska.net
mailto:donethel@gci.net




[Fwd: HB 275]

Subject: [Fwd: 1IB 275]
Date: Mon, 05 Apr 2004 13:15:07 -0800 
From: Ethel <donethel@gci.net>
To: Representative_Lesil_McGuire@legis.slate.ak.us

Representative Lisel,

This is a hard copy of testimony for HB 275 which was canceled for today. W ill try and schedule our 
lime for Tuesday,.

Ethel C. Christensen

 Original Message---------
Subject: IIB 275
Date: Mon, 05 Apr 2004 12:37:58 -0800 
From: Ethel <donethcl@gci.nel>
To: donethel@gci.net <donelhel@gei.net>

Alaska SPCA supports HB 275 but many have voiced concerns th a t we 
agree w ith and th a t is  the re is  a need to address heinous crimes, such 
as the recent continued stabbing o f a German Shepherd to death here in  
Anchorage. Past in c id e n ts o f th is  na tu re was the k i l l i n g  and 
dismemberment o f guard dogs a t Brewsters Depart S to re . Another when a 
bound couple had to watch when th e ir small dogs were stomped to death 
by in tru d e rs For these heinous crimes, there should be a mandatory 
j a i l  sentence

In o the r animal c ru e lty  cases, the re are mental and drug re la te d 
problems th a t the law and courts are s t i l l  dea ling w ith  . A 
stronge r c ru e lty  law* would give both law enforcement and the cou rts 
more to o ls to work w i t h . .

I t  is  w e ll documented th a t persons who are c rue l to animals are a lso 
c rue l to ch ild re n .

E the l D. Christensen 
D ire c to r Alaska SPCA 
Founder 1966

4/5/2004 2:14 PM

mailto:donethel@gci.net
mailto:Representative_Lesil_McGuire@legis.slate.ak.us
mailto:donethcl@gci.nel
mailto:donethel@gci.net
mailto:donelhel@gei.net


HB275

Subject: IIB275
Date: Fri, 2 Apr 2004 18:04:48 -0800 (PST)
From : Carol <busfacel999@yahoo.com>
To: Representative_Lesil_McGuire@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Tom_Anderson@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Jim_Holm@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Dan_Ogg@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Ralph_Samuels@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Les_Gara@legis.slate.ak.us, 
Representative_Max_Gruenberg@legis.state.ak.us

4/2/04

Judiciary Committee:

I'm very upset that Representative Kott has decided to make it much more difficu lt for this long overdue, 
necessary and excellent bill to pass this session by adding two more committee referrals. I w ill take that 
up with him.
I'm asking that you mo\ 'ms bill out of committee RIGHT AWAY W ITH NO AMENDMENTS.
Animal cruelly is rampant in Alaska. Our one sentence animal cruelty statute is vague, impossible to 
enforce, and a dismal joke. For every high-profile, horrific case of animal abuse that you hear about, there 
are hundreds more that go unreported or i f reported, ignored. Prosecutors w ill not take up animal abuse 
cases because of all the loopholes, and troopers or other law enforcment officers won’t take the lime to 
efficiently and quickly investigate. This has to end and this bill is a good start.
Don't listen to Bush legislators who want to kill this bill to protect the continued abuse in their areas. Don't 
worry about this costing extra money. It won't, but even if it did, most of the public would gladly have 
money spent to rein in animal abuse.
Too many animals have suffered and died horrible, agonizing deaths! Republicans are known as heartless, 
cold politicians. This is your chance to try to change this image.

Thank you for your consideration and swift action.

Carol Jensen 
4800 E. 112th Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99516 
Email: busfacel999@vahoo.com 
Day phone: 907-244-1979

Do you Yahoo!?
Yahoo! Small B u s in e s s  S 15 K  Web Design Giveaway - Enter today

I o f l 4/5/2004 8:33 AM

mailto:busfacel999@yahoo.com
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mailto:Representative_Dan_Ogg@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Ralph_Samuels@legis.state.ak.us
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J a n e  C o c h r a n  S p a l d i n g  
6 4 4 5  Im l a c h  D r i v e  

A n c h o r a g e , A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 2

April 4 ,2 0 0 4

Rep. Harry C raw ford 
State C apitol R oom  426 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

D ear Rep. Craw ford:

H ere is a  copy o f  the p iece I w ro te  for m y regular colum n, "Pet Scene," in last 
w eek 's Anchorage Chronicle. I understand that HB 323 has been incorporated into HB 
275 and  w ill go to the H ouse Judiciary C om m ittee for hearing tom orrow . I w ould like 
the conten t o f  that colum n to be included in testim ony at that hearing. It is m y opinion 
that y o u r bill is a  good start, but that provisions need to be m ade for m ore severe 
pun ishm ent in  anim al abuse cases as severe as the deliberate torture and m utilation  o f  
anim als. A s I m entioned in the colum n, m isdem eanor cnarges are far too light fo r cases 
like that, as well as for organized anim al fighting.

O ur law s in A laska should dem onstrate that w e are no t a state o f  bloodthirsty', 
callous citizens w ho place no value on the lives o f  non-hum ans. O ther states have anim al 
cruelty  law s that include felony classifications for dog and cockfighting, as w ell as for the 
deliberate torture o f  anim als. I believe it is tim e for A laska to jo in  them .

Y ours very  truly,

cc: R ep. Lesil M cG uire



Ap
r 

05
 

04
 

1
0
:
3
6
p
 

J 
& 

J 
S
p
a
l
d
i
n
g
 

9
0
7
-
2
4
3
-
6
3
6
4

M
a.

Thursday, April 1, 3004

J a n e  Cochran Spalding

P e t  S c e n e

-  T h e  A n c h o r a g e  C h  r o n i c i, it
5D

A n t i - c r u e l t y  b i l l :  L e g i s l a t i o n  s e e m s  a  g o o d  s t a r t ,  b u t  i t  n e e d s  w o r k

Animal lovers, 
there’s good news 
and bad news from 
Juneau. The good 
news is that an anti- 
cruelty to animals bill 
authored by Rep.
Harry Crawford, D- 
Anchorage, has been 
introduced in the 
Alaska House of 
Representatives. The 
bad news is that the bill needs 
some reworking to make penalties 
severe enough to deter those who 
would deliberately cause pain and 
damage to animals.

Rep. Crawford’s bill, House Dill 
323, primarily addresses Alaska’s 
most prevalent cruelty scenario: 
neglect of animals. It defines the 
conditions under which an owner 
will be prosecuted and the crimes

that would be clas­
sified as fust-or sec­
ond-degree cruelly, 
as well as the cir­
cumstances under 
which a person may 
argue against his 
prosecution for 
those crimes.
The problem is die 
bill isn’t strong 
enough. According 

to HB 323. a conviction of animal 
cruelty in either first or second 
degree woald only be a misde­
meanor -  a mere slap on the hands 
for those convicted and, in my 
opinion, a waste of court time and 
attorneys' fees. In addition, the 
bill fails to address one of the 
most reprehensible forms of ani­
mal cruelty: the deliberate breed­
ing, training and organized fight-

B a n c r o f t . . .

From page IB

third round o f I I , during 
Saturday’s Knik Diving com­
petition. He came up a quarter 
of a rotation short o f complet­
ing the dive and landed fiat on 
his back filling the pool area 
with a loud slap.

“My back is still red, and 
still hurts” Bancroft said, tum- 
ino hie ehnnlrtr.r nftr.r (hr com­

ing of animals. There’s big mon­
ey involved in belting on dog 
fights and cockfights, and it's only 
a small step from urging one's ill- 
tempered animal to fight another 
unfortunate beast to organized 
crime or gang involvement.

The Alaska SPCA supports this 
bill, but they feel the same way I 
do: The bill doesn't go far enough. 
And after speaking to an aide in 
Rep. Crawford’s office, I discov­
ered that ii may not be going any­
where at all. The bill is tied up in 
some incomprehensible bureau­
cratic procedure, and unless some­
thing happens soon, it isn’t likely to 
even get a hearing in this session of 
the Legislature, according to the 
information I received.

An attorney recently argued with 
me that there was no need to stiff­
en animal cruelty penalties.

‘Those things (meaning last 
month's occurrence when a dmg- 
crazed young man tortured a 
trapped dog lo death) just don’t 
happen here,” he said. 1 beg to dif­
fer. Back in the late '60s, 
Brewster's Store in Mountain 
View had two guard dogs that they 
locked up in the store at night. One 
morning, employees came in to 
find the business burglarized and 
the dismembered remains of the 
two dogs piled in a bloody heap in 
tire middle of the store. On anoth­
er occasion, in 1981, two men 
broke into a couple's home, lief. the 
couple up, raped the woman, and 
stomped tire couple’s small dog to 
death while both victims watched. 
And of course, there was last 
month's case, which outraged most 
local animal lovers. Those things 
do happen here -  fortunately, not

very often, but the very infrequen­
cy of the occurrences points out the 
need for stronger punishment for 
the perpetrators.

The story never makes the news, 
but I have it on good authority that 
organized animal fighting goes on 
here in Southcentral Alaska on a 
regular basis. I have seen several 
pit bulls belonging to a single own­
er, all with seriously scarred faces 
and forelegs and split or missing 
ears. Their condition certainly casts 
a shadow of suspicion concerning 
their owner's involvement in that 
inhumane activity.

Other states have provisions in 
their criminal codes for felony ani­
mal abuse charges. 1 believe it is 
time dint Alaska joined them.

Jane Spalding Is a freelance writer in Anchorage andllte Chronicle's regu­lar pet columnist.

P e t  p e r s o n a l .
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STOP ABUSE!
A n im a ls  N e e d  L o v e  T o o !

O  Abuse to animals is a horrible crime that ultimately touches us all, bol 
as a society and as individuals. It is a documented fact that many seri. 
killers began their life of violent crime by abusing animals.

O  Several years ago I worked at a boys' ranch for troubled boys. As I 
transcribed assessments, I was struck by the fact that in every one of 
hard cases, there were references to the boys having abused, mutilate 
and/or killed their pet hamsters, rabbits, fish, cats and dogs. Many tim 
they did the same to a friend's or neighbor's pet also.

O  The evidence is in - it can no longer be denied: There is  a connection 
between animal abuse and violent acts against humans such as dome 
violence, elder abuse, child abuse and murder.

If we are ever going to see an end to the escalating violence in our 
society, we must begin by teaching our children to respect all life. We 
must also actively support proposed legislation that treats animal ab. 
as the serious crime that it is.

One o f the most dangerous things that can happen to a ch ild  is to kih 
torture an animal and get away with it.

~ Anthropologist Margaret Mead -
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Channel 2 News - March 5, 2004

Nineteen-year-old arraigned 
for burglary, killing dog

EWSHOURAnchorage, Alaska, March 5,
2004 - A man accused of forcing 
his way into a quiet West
Anchorage home last week and brutaliy stabbing a 
German shepherd dog was finally arraigned Friday.

Nineteen-year-old Tcmmie Earl Smith was 
arrested last Friday for breaking into a home at 
2000 W. 31st St.

According to police, Gale Keppler, who owns the 
home, was confronted by Smith just after 4 p.m. in 
the arctic entryway as he tried to push his way Into 
the home with her. Keppler was able to break away 
from Smith and escaped to a neighbor's house, 
where she called 911.

Police arrived and found Smith barricaded Inside 
the home, where he stayed nearly an hour before 
police shot him with a tazer and took him into 
custody.

When police entered the home, they found the 
Kepplers' 3-year-old German shepherd stabbed 
numerous times, and tlv horn3 a bloody mess.

"If Mr. Smith had gone in their home and taken 
all their possessions and trashed their house and 
just left the dog alone, then they would get over 
this," said Maryann Clark, a family friend. "But he 
touched the dog and that's the last thing they 
would have wanted. They would have given him 
everything, I'm sure."

Smith is charged with burglary, assault and 
cruelty to animals. He is being held on $25,000 
bo.id.

by Warren Williamson
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P e t  L o v e  S h a c k  - N o n - F i c t i o n
w w w .p e t lo v e s h a c k .c o m

This has 10 stop now !
D o you want you r children and grandchildren  

to be brought up th inking  that this is "o k ” to do ?

A nim al C ruelty  and H um an  Violence 
People who are  cruel to anim als are  m ore likely than  others 
to be cruel to hu m ans too, 
says a 1997 rep o r t  from  the H um ane  Society of the United States

The study, on the link between animal cruelty and human violence, was 
based on 401 newspaper accounts of animal cruelty between Sept. 1, 1996 and 
Aug. 31 ,  1997. It found the m a j o r i t y  o f  a b u s e r s ,71  p e r c e n t  w e r e  m e n ,  and 
those men committed eighty-seven percent of the cases of abuse. Among 
abusers of animals, t w e n t y - e ig h t  p e r c e n t  w ere  also charged with d o m e s t i c  
v io le n c e ,  t w e n t y - s e v e n  p e r c e n t  with ch ild  a b u s e ,  ten  p e r c e n t  with a s s a u l t  
and s ix  p e r c e n t  with m u r d e r .

H urting  anim als often a sign of abuse
Springfield, Oregon: Friends of 15 year old Kipland Kinkel of Springfield, 

Oregon say he displayed a ll o f  the classic signs o f  violence, often bragging  
about to rtu ring  and k illin g  sm all anim als. Reports indicate that Kinkel killed 
cats, possibly his own family's cat, and a cow.

He also has a fascination with guns and a quick temper that led him to be 
expelled from school twice in one w e e k ,  for acts of violence against fellow 
students. He was accused of m u r d e r in g  both of his p a r e n t s ,  then going on to 
his h ig h  s c h o o l  to open fire on his schoolmates, k i l l in g  2 and in j u r in g  a n o t h e r  
2 2 ,  o n  M a y  2 2 , 1 9 9 8 .  Police also found four bombs in his home

In a press releases from the H um ane Society of the United States
The tragedy in Oregon clearly illustrates the connection between animal 

cruelly and human violence," said Dr. Randall Lockwood, a psychologist and 
vice president for The HSUS. "It is alleged that the 15-year-old suspect in 
M ay's shooting, Kipland P. Kinkel, had a h is to r y  o f  k i l l in g  c a t s  a n d  o t h e r  
a n im a l s .

T i m e  a n d  a g a in ,  w e  see a c t s  of c r u e l ty  to a n im a ls  m a t u r e  in to  v io le n c e  
a g a in s t  p e o p le .  We urge teachers, principals and parents to recognize this 
connection and to take repons of cruelly towards animals seriously. As in this 
c a se ,  t e e n s  w il l  o f t e n  b r a g  to th e ir  c la s s m a t e s  a b o u t  a n im a l  c r u e l ty .  Early 
intervention by counselor* can make a difference. Kinkel also reportedly 
bragged about torturing animals to classmates. According to Lockwood and 
many other experts in the field, violence towards animals can escalate to killing 
people. This is particularly true of family violence. "Abusers rarely stop to 
count the number of legs on their victims,"Lockwood states.

The IISUS urges psychologists, educators and elected officials to take acts 
of animal cruelty seriously. "The days of thinking that violence against animals 
is boys being boys' are over. A d d r e s s i n g  th e  v io le n c e  in o u r  schools, o u r  
s t r e e t s  a n d  o u r  h o m e s  r e q u ir e s  th a t  w e  r e je c t  th e  c o n v e n t io n a l  w is d o m  
th a t  k i l l in g  a n i m a l s  is a n  a c c e p t a b le  p a r t  o f  g r o w in g  up," Lockwood

http://www.pcllovcshack.com/crucl.html 4/6 /2004
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concluded

T h e  H u m a n e  S o c ie ty  fo un d  tha t an im a ls  a r e  a b u s e d  in 8 8 %  o f  the  
fam il ie s  w h e re  c h i ld r en  a r e  ab u s ed . Animals in a home may be used by an 
abuser to control other family members. Family members are sometimes 
intimidated into silence about abuse through threats made toward a favorite pet. 
Pets are sometimes hurt or killed to punish children for something they have 
done, or physically or sexually abused children may k ill their pets rather than 
have them hurt by the perpetrator in the home.

M ost c r im in a l s w h o  h ave  been vio lent t ow a rd  p e o p le s h a r e  a c om m on  
h is to ry  o f  c r u e lty to an im a ls .

R e c en t  s c h oo l s h oo t in g s  and  o th e r  h ig h -p ro f i le  v io len t c r im e s  p e r p e tra ted  
by  m in o r s  w e re  p r e fa c e d  by a n im a l a h u s e.

B oy . 1 1 .  A c c u s e d  o f  k i l l in g c a t  &  k ittens w ith  h r i c k s!

T h e  F am i ly  S o u r c e  o f  F l o r id a ,J n c

Pet Love Home Page

http://www.pelloveshack.com/cruel.html 4/6/2004
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Anim al Abuse Cases - Details

N eglect o f over a dozen dogs - (W asilla , A K  - US)

Crime Date: 03/15/2003
C a se  S ta tu s :  Not Charged
C a se  P h o to s :  Available - C lick Here

A c cu se d  A b use r( s) :  

Allan Bults

Case R eport

It's a ca se  of possible animal abuse and neglect at a dog lot in the Matanuska Valley. 
Tho se  who reported the ca se  say  what they found was shocking and should be 
stopped. The Fox Run RV campground lies just off the Glenn Highway, at the junction 
of the Palmer-Wasilla cutoff.

Saturday afternoon, Nancy Taylor and a group of friends decided to stop by. "Both our 
families are avid RVers and we passed an RV park that we'd never stopped at before," 
said Taylor. Inside, Taylor sa y s  what they found shocked her.

"I looked like a sce n e  from the holocaust," said Taylor. "The pictures that you saw, with 
the emaciated people with their bones showing. That’s  how these dogs looked. It was 
horrible."

Taylor sa y s  they saw more than a dozen dogs kept in a small dog lot and took a 
picture. The dogs, sh e  sa y s ,  were so  weak Ihey could barely stand or walk.

"Some ol them were wobbling and falling over. Som e of them could not even come out 
of their boxes,"  said Taylor. "There was no sign of food or water out there. They've 
obviously been starved to death and abused for a long period of time."

"We saw between 1 2  and 15 ,  possibly more dogs chained up," said Jo y ce  Bishop. 
"They never barked. There were quite a few homes the dogs didn't come out of, and 
we weren't su re  if they were alive or dead."

Bishop was with Taylor that day and alter watching the dogs, the two women called 
animal control Animal control came to investigate. Taylor sa y s  sh e  spoke with an 
ollicer named Jim.

"He sa y s  it was one of the worse c a se s  he 's  ever see n ,"  said Taylor. Officer Jim Boyd 
with the Mat-Su Borough Animal Control initially told Channel 2 News that he believed 
it was an animal cruelty ca se . But later in the day, after speaking to supervisors, he 
would not comment if that was indeed the situation and declined an on-camera 
interview.

Channel 2 News tried to reach Allan Butts, the dog lot owner and called a number 
located next to the RV park. A woman at the number said they are in no way at lault 
and that animal control found no problem; Sunday afternoon. The woman declined to 
comment further.
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Animal control says the investigation is underway and should have answers on 
Monday. Boyd says no dogs have been removed from the properly and the 
investigation is still ongoing. It is not confirmed whether or not the dog owners are also 
the property owners for the park.

References

• Channel 2 KTUU
Abuse Database The Abuse Connection Preventing Abuse Adoption Dot Org Workshop Links FAQ Support

Us About Us

Contact Us - into@pet-abuse.com 
P.O. Box 2995 - Del Mar. California 92014-5995 

Toll-Free: 856-240-1179 
Fax: 775-659-5430

©Copyright 2001 - 2004 Pet-Abuse.Com. All rights reserved Pei-Abuse.Com is a registered Calilornia non­
profit corporation. 501 (c)3 pending.
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A trial h a s  been s ch e d u le d  fo r  the w eek  o f  Ja n .  22  in Kenai 
D is t r ic t  Court fo r  a w om an ch a rg ed  with n ine  co u n t s  o f  animal 
c rue lty .

Ju d g e  Jo na th a n  H. Link granted  a re q u e st  to p o stp o n e  the trial 
call, w h ich  had been sch e d u le d  fo r  Nov. 2 5 .

Caro lyn  F. B o u g h t o n ,  5 7 ,  w a s  ch a rg ed  after Alaska State  
T ro o p e r s  a l leged ly  found 66  f i lthy and u nderfed  d o g s  under 
B o u g h t o n ' s  ca re  in S te r l in g  in N o v em b er  2 0 0 1 .

B o u g h t o n  reported ly  w a s  l iv ing in Nikiski and com m u ting  to 
S te r l in g  to feed and provide w a ter  fo r  the d o g s .

A ccord ing  to cou rt  d o c u m e n t s ,  s o m e  o f  the d o g s  w ere  found 
dead, so m e  in need o f  im m ed iate  m ed ica l ca re  and s o m e  had 
to be put to death .

T ro o p e r s  se iz e d  the d o g s .
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o u t . e c i o r  g e t s  d o g g o n e  o v e r h a u l
P O O C H E S :  V o l u n t e e r s  h e lp  R i c h a r d  H a ll  s p a y ,  n e u t e r ,  a d o p t  o u t  s o m e  
Ul lll£> * tuu  d o g s .

T h e  A s so c ia te d  P re s s  (Published: May 5, 2003)
jiiK E tC E H
•jh

FA IRB A N KS — R ichard Hall 's  dog yard becam e 
m ore  m anageable  th i s  w eek  afte r about 10 0  
local v o lu n te e r s  s e t  up an a s se m b ly  l ine  to 
sp a y ,  n eu te r ,  euthan ize  o r  adopt out m a ny o f 
the nearly  400 d o g s  he w a s  keeping .

T h e  v o lu n te e r s  sp a y ed  or neutered  70 to 10 0  
d o g s  a day at a m a k esh ift  c l in ic  in the 
G o ld st rea m  V a lley .

Hall h a s  rou g h ly  200 d o g s J e f t - B u F T ie ' s  st i l l  
J rnoD rntny-thtrtTcSgs^H abw ere  put down o r  

re lea se d  fo r adoption . V o lu n te e r s  are ca ring  for 
the d o z e n s  o f d o g s  a s  they  wait for p e rm a nent  
h o m e s .

" T h e r e ' s  been a tear o r  two. I t ’s  j u s t  kind o f sad  
to walk around and rea lize  . . .  th e re ' s  s o m e  I 
sh o u ld n 't  have parted w ith ,"  Hall sa id . "A nyho w , 
it will get better . I  h o p e ."

T h e  en d ea v o r  to help Hall d o w n size  and get h i s  
d o g s  p h y s ica l ly  fit -- so m e  d o g s  su f fe re d  from 
m alnutr it ion , dehydration  and o th e r  a i lm e n t s  -- 
ca m e  afte r Hall told a coup le  o f local 
v e te r in a r ia n s  he w a s  w orried  about h i s  ability to 
maintain all h i s  d o g s .

6 2 $ .  . . .  M
-    * H
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Richard Hall had almost 400 
dogs on his property in 

Fairbanks. A community effort 
spearheaded by the Humane 
Society of the United States 

helped spay, neuter or 
euthanize them. Some were 

adopted. (Photo by John Hagen / Fairbanks Daily News-Miner)
op ten s t o r i e s

See which stories other 
readers are sending to 
their friends.

T he  v o lu n te e r  e ffort took m o n th s  to plan. I t  
involved an outpouring  o f  d o na t io n s  from  
co m m u n ity  g ro u p s ,  v e te r in a r ia n s  and local b u s in e s s e s .

Click on photo to enlarge

Animal co n tro l  o f f ic ia ls  sa y  there  w ere  regu la r  co m p la in t s  a g a in st  Hall, but 
each  t ime he re sp o n d e d . O ver the y e a r s ,  the borough  h a s  regularly  c ited  Hall 
fo r  o f f e n s e s  su c h  a s  d o g s  that w e re n 't  im m un ized  o r  w ere  runn ing lo o se .

"M r. Hall w a s  b a s ica l ly  try ing to do th in g s  to the b e st  o f  h i s  ab il it ie s .  He had 
no m a l ic io u s  in te n t ,"  sa id  T im  B iqqane, w ho o v e r s e e s  animal contro l for the

I of 2 .W2003 8:53 AM
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Fa irbanks North S ta r  Borough .

"H e ' s  gu ilty  o f  having a caring h ea rt , "  B iggane s a y s ,  and crack ing  down didn't 
s e e m  right.

"W h e n  w e get into the  ju d ic ia ry  p ro c e s s ,  i t ' s  a s lo w  p r o c e s s .  I t ' s  not benefic ia l 
to e ith e r  party. I t  takes a lot o f  t ime and a lot o f  m o n e y . "

Dave Pauli, reg ional d ire c to r  for the Humane S o c ie t y  o f  the United S ta te s ,  
sa id  the e ffo rt  involv ing Hall i s  a unique one .

Pauli t ra v e ls  the cou n try  handling animal c r i s e s .  He d o e sn 't  often re sp o n d  to 
mult i-anim al c a s e s  involv ing a s in g le  o w ner ,  e sp e c ia l ly  w ithout im p etu s from 
the co u r t s .

"A ny  legal re co u r se  would have been a long, d ra g g ed -o u t  affair, and 
so m e b o d y  would have had to ca re  for th o se  400 a n im a ls , "  Pauli sa id .

" I  th ink Mr. Hall i s  making great e f fo r t s  in try ing  to ( co m p ro m ise ) .  He w a s  
Je r fu l .  He made m any, m any tough d e c i s io n s  each  d ay ."

Half o f  H a ll 's  d o g s  w ere  e u tha n ized , adopted o r  put in fo s te r  ca re . D o g s  were  
put down for r e a so n s  su c h  a s  ill tem p eram ent o r  bad hea lth .

A borough  an im al-contro l o f f ice r  i s  looking a fte r  7 4  d o g s  on h e r  property  in 
T . . ! .h a ,  T h o s e  d o g s  are available for adoption.

Hall s a y s  he m i s s e s  the d o g s  that are gone . He w a s  reached  by cell phone  at 
a g ro c e ry  s t o re ,  w here  he had stop p ed  to buy hot d o g s  to u se  to a d m in is te r  
m ed ic ine  to s o m e  o f h i s  rem ain ing  an im a ls .

d o e sn 't  be lieve  in euthan iz ing  d o g s ,  but h e ' s  had to c o m p ro m ise  that 
p h i lo so p h y .

" I  w a s  w a re h o u s in g  so m e  m a n -e a te rs ,  so m e  rea lly  bad c h a r a c t e r s , "  he sa id . 
T h e  Humane S o c ie ty  "kind o f  got me to ch a n g e  the p h i lo so p h y  on so m e  o f 
that s t u f f . "

Hall ap p rec ia te s  the effort  to help h im : "A bunch  o f good people 
v o lu n te e re d ."

Je a n n e  O lso n ,  a borough veter inarian  who helped o rga n ize  the effort , sa id  
v o lu n te e r s  are working to help Hall reorgan ize  h i s  yard and co m e  up with a 
plan to ca re  fo r  the rem ain ing d o g s .

5/6/2003 8:53 AM
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Owner again accused of neglect
D O G S :  S t e r l i n g  w o m a n  h a s  u n t i l  F r id a y  to  im p r o v e  l iv in g  
c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  p e t s .

By J o n  Little 
A n ch o ra g e  Daily N ew s(Published: November 7, 2001)
S te r l in g  — Alaska S ta te  T ro o p e r s  are 
th re a ten ing  to se iz e  at lea st  4 5  d o g s  
ow ned  by a S ter l ing  w om an w ho h a s  
been  a ccu se d  o f  anim al a b u se  fo r the 
la st  yea r .

T ro o p e r s  sa id  they found four dead 
d o g s ,  two dead ca t s  and s c o r e s  o f  d o g s  
need ing  b a s ic  care  during  a tour on 
M onday o f a wooded lot w h e re  S te r l in g  
re s id e n t  Caro line  B oughton  k ee p s  h e r  
a n im a ls .  T h e y  s e t  an u lt im atum .

" S h e ' s  got till Friday to make living 
c o n d it io n s  for th o se  d o g s  better ,  o r  we 
will s e iz e  the d o g s , "  sa id  T ro o p e r  1 s t  
S g t .  C h a r le s  T r e s s l e r .

A s  m a ny a s  20 d o g s ,  purebred  bouv ier 
d e s  F la n d re s  and K e rry  blue te r r ie r s ,  
w e re  kenne led  in d o u b le-d eck er  
p lyw ood p e n s  in s id e  a ra m sh a ck le  
G re y h o u n d - sty le  b u s  that w a s  s o  fouled 
by u r ine  and fe c e s  that the a m m o n ia ­
like s t e n c h  nearly  b rought te a r s  to the 
e y e s  o f  veter inarian  J e r r y  Nybakken, 
w ho  a s s i s t e d  t ro o p e r s  s e rv in g  a se a rch  
w arra nt.

i.B 3 & S 1
' r.'

A bouvier des  Flandres, a 
shaggy herding and cattle 

dog, is  among dozens of dogs 
tied outside without bedding in 

a Sterling area yard on 
Tuesday. Alaska State 

Troopers have told the dogs' 
owner, Caroline Boughton, to 
improve the condikons or risk 

the seizure of her animals.(Photo by Jon Little / Anchorage Daily News)
Click on photo to enlarge

T w o  of the te r r ie r s  had been killed by a 
bo u v ie r ,  w h ich  gnaw ed th rou gh  the p lywood roo f o f  i t s  crate to get at 
at the sm a l le r  d o g s  h o u se d  ove rh ea d . T h e  body o f one  o f  the te r r ie r s  
w a s  f irm ly  w edged in a ho le  and it s  le g s  had been chew ed  from

hllp://vvww.adn.com/alaska/story/734779p-782707c.himl 5/7/2003
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below , Nybakken sa id .

T h e  re s t  o f the d o g s  — w hich  inc luded a m ix  o f  m u tt s  and h u sk ie s  — 
w ere  cha ined , cabled and roped to t r e e s ,  t ru ck s  and o th e r  o b je c t s .  
S o m e  w ere  in m uch  better sh a p e  than o t h e r s .

Few o f the d o g s  had sh e lt e r .  Food and w ater b o w ls  w ere  overtu rned  
and appeared unattended , Nybakken sa id .  W a rm  bedding su c h  a s  
s t ra w  w a s a b se n t .

In s id e  the b u s ,  the d o g s '  fur w a s  matted and co v e re d  with fe c e s  and 
e v ery  pen w a s  w et with u r ine , he sa id .

" I  th ink we have a c a se  here  o f  n e g le c t ,  bordering  on c ru e lty , "  
Nybakken sa id  on T u e sd a y .

"M y  p e rso na l op in ion i s ,  C aro l ine  sh o u ld  n e v e r  have th i s  m any d o g s , "  
he sa id . " I f  s h e  w a n ts  d o g s ,  s h e ’s  go ing  to have to keep them  within 
h e r  e co n o m ic  m e a n s  to su p p o rt  th e m ."

Boughton sa id  s h e  st i l l  e n jo y s  h e r  d o g s ,  h a s  d o ne  noth ing  w rong and 
i s  s t ru g g l in g  to ju g g le  the d em a n d s  o f  h e r  la n d lo rd s ,  w hom  s h e  sa id  
in s i s te d  s h e  kenne l h e r  d o g s  in the b u s .

Her la nd lo rd s ,  Milton and Lee R o s s ,  sa y  B oughton  o w e s  them  $ 1 , 3 5 0  
in back rent and pay for help ing to feed the d o g s .  T h e  R o s s e s  l ive on 
the lot and agreed to let B oughton pay them  to keep h e r  d o g s  th e re , 
but now sa y  they want h e r  out.

B oughton , w ho l iv e s  nearby, sa id  s h e  h a s  n o w h ere  to go . I t ' s  hard 
f inding a rental w hen  yo u 'v e  got d o z e n s  o f  d o g s ,  s h e  sa id .

T h e  T e x a s  tran sp lant f i r s t  got into troub le  la st  fall a fter a Kenai 
Pen in su la  anim al c rue lty  o rga n izat ion  a ccu se d  h e r  o f  neg lect  for 
keeping h e r  d o g s  in a S te r l in g  ju n k y a rd . S h e  qu ick ly  hired so m e  
h e lp e r s  w ho got st ra w  for the d o g s  and began feed ing  them . At the 
t im e , t ro o p e r s  deem ed  h e r  ca re  adequate.

.‘-TJNEsI. -It • I

Shi|Vehicl>Mye.com

But after B oughton m oved h e r  a n im a ls  to a 2 .6 - a c r e  wooded property 
on S p ru ce  Lane ou ts id e  S te r l in g ,  the bark ing , f ight ing  and lo o se  d o g s  
so o n  prom pted angry ca l l s  from  her  new  n e ig h b o r s .

T w o  ch a p te r s  o f  the S o c ie ty  for the Prevention  o f  C rue lty  to A n im a ls ,  
the Alaska cha p ter  based  in A n ch o ra g e  and a new ly  form ed Kenai 
P en in su la  group , have been st ru g g l in g  to help B o u g h to n 's  d o g s ,  with 
d iffe rent ta c t ic s .

T h e  Alaska cha p ter  h a s  been w ork ing  with B oughton  for m o n th s ,  
helping h e r  reduce  her  kenne l s i z e  a few d o g s  at a t im e , sa id  Nancy 
Wall, the ch a p te r ' s  P en in su la  v o lu n teer .

T h e  Kenai organ izat ion  h a s  been m o re  d irec t .  It  w a s  the group that 
f i r s t  dem anded action la st  fall, and it a l so  called in the t ro o p e r s  th is  
week .

hup://www.adn.com/alaska/story/734779p-782707c.html 5/7/2003
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I t s  fou nd er ,  M iche le  DeMilta, accep ted  four o r  f ive o f  B o u g h to n 's  
s i c k e s t  d o g s .  T h o se  d o g s  w ere  to be taken to a v e ter ina r ian  for 
t rea tm ent and d ocu m enta tion , Nybakken sa id .  DeMilta declined  to 
co m m e n t  until the s ituat ion  i s  re so lv e d .

T ro o p e r s  sa id  they  would like to co m e  back Fr iday and s e e  that 
B ou ghton  i s  provid ing adequate ca re  fo r  h e r  a n im a ls .  But T r e s s l e r  
sa id  that if they  g et  a n o th er  com p la in t  about h e r ,  th ey  will s e iz e  her 
d o g s .

J u s t  w hat would happen with the d o g s  if th ey  are  se iz e d  i sn ' t  c lear. 
W ould th ey  go to an animal s h e l t e r  until the c o u r t s  make a final 
ru l ing ?  Would they  be s e n t  one  o r  two at a t im e  to r e s c u e  h o m e s?  
T ro o p e r s  a ren 't  ce rta in .

Even  th e  official n u m b er  o f  d o g s  i s  v agu e . T r o o p e r s  e st im ated  that 
about 4 5  d o g s  w ere  on the p ro perty . Boughton  sa id  s h e  had many 
m o re  than that. And Nybakken g u e s s e d  the  n u m b e r  m ight be c lo se r  
to 10 0 .

"W h a t a m e s s ,  h u h ? , "  sa id  Ju d y  M cC o n ne ll  o f  A n ch o ra g e ,  the 
A m erica n  B ouvier d e s  F la n d re s  C lu b 's  d e s ig n a te d  r e s c u e  p e r so n  for 
the  reg io n .  " T h i s  w ho le  thing w a s  been  a n ig h tm a re  fo r  a year , a s  far 
a s  I 'm  c o n c e rn e d ."

I f  a co u rt  w ere  to make to final ru l ing , M cC on ne ll  sa id ,  the nationwide 
c lu b  h a s  the f in a n ce s ,  e x p e r t i se  and co n ta c t s  to place w ha tever d o g s  
w ere  deem ed  su ita b le .

A la sk a n s  are a ccu sto m e d  to s le d  dog y a rd s ,  and w h ile  that so r t  of 
kenne l w o rk s  with active te a m s o f  h u sk ie s ,  it i s n ' t  appropriate for 
b o u v ie r s ,  s h e  sa id .  T h e  in d ep en d ent  breed h a s  a tough s id e  and 
n e e d s  a lot o f o n e -o n -o n e  love, s h e  sa id .

M cC onne ll  and o th er  bouv ier fa n c ie r s  d e sc r ib e  B ou ghton  a s  a 
" c o l le c t o r , "  a p e r so n  with a good heart  w h o  w a n t s  to protect an im a ls  
but le t s  them  breed and g e t s  o v e rw h e lm e d  w hen  th e ir  n u m b e r s  sw e l l .

T w o  o f  B o u g h to n 's  dead d o g s  are b o u v ie r s .  One w a s  found at the end 
of it s  cable te ther  w ear ing  a sp iked  ch o k e  co l la r ,  but Nybakken said 
he w a s  u n su re  w hat ca u se d  the dea th .

T h e  o th e r  w as found with th ree  o f i t s  paw s tangled  in ny lon  rope, he 
sa id .

B o u g h to n , feed ing Atta Boy to her  d o g s  T u e sd a y  e v e n in g ,  sa id  sh e  
s u sp e c t e d  foul play in both c a s e s  and wanted an a u to p sy  on the d o g s '  
f rozen  c a r c a s s e s ,  s t i l l  laying on the ice .

"B oth  o f th o se  d o g s  w ere  v e ry  act ive  the day b e fo re  y e s t e r d a y , "  sh e  
sa id .  "All of a su d d e n  th e y 're  dead, o v e rn ig h t .  I 'd  like to learn w h y ."

T ro o p e r s  sa id  a report  would be forw arded  to the  Kenai d is t r ic t  
a t to rn e y 's  o ff ice  for co n s id e ra t io n  o f  p o s s ib le  c h a r g e s  o f  animal
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cru e lty ,  a m isd em ea n o r .

B oughton  sa id  s h e  h a s  tried to g ive  away h e r  d o g s ,  but had no luck. 
S h e  sa id  sh e  r e f u se s  to take them  to the pound b e ca u se  so m e  would 
inev itab ly be put down.

I 'v e  got too big o f  a hea rt ,"  B oughton sa id .  "All I  want fo r  them is  a 
h o m e ."

R ep o rte r  Jo n  Little can be reached a t jL it t le .@ a d n .co m  o r  at 907-260- 
5 2 4 8 .
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T h e  A n i m a l  T o u r  B u s  F r o m  

H e l l
C om m entary  by M argery  G lickm an

Margery Glickman is the director o f the Sled Dog Action
Coalition.

I£OV£7HISV6RSE, 
" BUT THAT 
AR6 FIRST SHALL 
Be LAST..,

V

Beyond the borders o f Alaska's large cities, acts of 
barbarism against animals can easily happen. Alaska, 
without a statewide humane officer to enforce animal 
cruelty laws, leaves animal control up to over-burdened 
state troopers who do not adequately understand the animal 
cruelty laws. The saga of how the Alaska SPCA saved 66 
animals from brutal treatment in Sterling, Alaska shows 
why a statewide humane officer, with an adequate support 
staff, is desperately needed to prevent atrocities in the 
future.

Here's what happened. With each advancing step, Alaska 
SPCA volunteer Nancy Wall's flashlight illuminated scenes 
of devastation and misery on a dark bitterly cold winter 
afternoon in Sterling when she went to check on Carolyn 
Boughton’s animals. "The snow was littered with the 
bodies o f Boughton's dead cats. There were legs and skulls 
from cats who had been torn apart and eaten," Wall said.

http://www. all-creatures.org/aip/nl-24scp2002-bus.html 5/7/2003
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Each time Wall moved her flashlight along the ground she 
found more horrors. "I tripped over dead d o g s ," she said. 
One Bouvier des Flandres, a large black herding and guard 

dog, died tethered to a tree on a short chain when his legs 
became entangled in the wire from a fallen tarp. Two other 
dogs choked to death trying to free themselves from their 
tethers, their collars pulled back on their eyes. A pinch 
collar (a collar with blunt prongs that pinch the dog's skin 
when the collar is tightened) dug deep into one dog's neck.

In the dark, Wall could smell the stench long before she 
saw its source — an old Greyhound tour bus. "I looked in 
the window and nausea almost overwhelmed me," Wall 
said. Through the windows she could hear the plaintive 
cries o f the animals Boughton kept captive inside.

Wall brought in state troopers, who instead o f removing 
Boughton's animals from their hellish conditions, told 
Boughton she had several days to make improvements. 
Determined to help the animals, Wall convinced  

Broughton to transfer their ownership to the Alaska SPCA. 
Diane Zarfoss and her team of one veterinarian and six 

Alaska SPCA rescuers then drove 2 1/2 hours from 
Anchorage to save the remaining dogs from their agony.

"The situation was devastating," Zarfoss said. "We had to 
wear gas masks to go inside, because the smell o f  urine and 
feces was so strong." The bus was stripped on the inside 
and plywood boxes with dogs were stacked along the 
walls. Each box had two to four holes the size o f a quarter, 
but otherwise the dogs were enclosed in solid plywood. 
Some boxes held two dogs.

Zarfoss explained that the boxes were filled with urine and 
feces piled six to eight inches thick and that the dogs' fur 
was matted with excrement. Their eyes were weepy from 
living in their own feces and urine, and with the -20 degree 
temperature, their eyes froze shut. One Kerry blue terrier's 
eye was so damaged that it was later removed and all the 
dogs received eye medication."

Food bowls weren't placed in the wooden crates, Zarfoss 
said. The dogs were on the brink of starvation and 
dehydration. Some Kerry Blue Terriers tried to chew their

http://www.all-c.eatures.org/aip/nl-24scp2002-bus.html 5/7/2003
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way out but died when their legs were wedged into the 
cracks in the plywood. "Other dogs froze to death. With 
their food bowls just out of reach," Zarfoss said, "the dogs 
tethered outside died lunging to get at them. In desperation, 
som e had dug holes to get at tree roots to eat."

Domestic anim als get little protection from abuse

The Alaska SPCA warned state troopers about the animals' 
steadily deteriorating situation months before, but the 
troopers would not intervene. Alaska has more protection 
for wild animals than for domestic ones, particularly dogs, 
cats and horses. "It is a disgrace that the laws and big 
budgets for domestic animals are frowned upon by the 
politicians," Alaska SPCA Executive Director Ethel 
Christensen said.

Christensen says that for decades the Alaska SPCA has had 
complaints from tourists and others asking it to do 
something about the atrocities in the areas of the State 
where there are no local laws. The Alaska SPCA has 
begged for help from the State to tighten laws and for a 
statewide humane officer to enforce them. Now is an ideal 
time to create this position.

Anim als get a new s ta r t  in life

The Alaska SPCA rescued 66 dogs including Bouvier des 
Flandres, Kerry blue terriers, malamutes and Australian 
shepherd-husky mix dogs and brought them to Anchorage 
in airline kennels which the people o f Anchorage had 
donated. There the Alaska SPCA set up triage for the 
dogs in a rented warehouse where the dogs were 
medicated, groomed and fed. A group o f Alaska SPCA 
volunteers worked long and hard to give these dogs a new  
start in life. A malamute named Stormy was the last o f the 
66 dogs to be adopted; he left for a new home several 
weeks ago with a wagging tail and a bounce in his step.

Cost of rescue puts Alaska SPCA in d ire  financial 
stra its

The cost o f the rescue exceeded $30,000, forcing the 
Alaska SPCA to take out a mortgage on its shelter 
property. The Alaska SPCA is maxed out financially as it

lutp://ww\v. all-cicaiurcs.org/aip/nl-24sep2002-bus.html 5/7/2003



has never received help from any governmental source.
"These are the very people that support the sled dogs for 

economic reasons," Christensen said. "And, little do they 
realize the picture they have painted to those outside 
Alaska."

The Alaska SPCA is a non-profit, privately funded 
organization with no affiliation with the government or any 
other organization. The organization's founder and 
Executive Director, Ethel Christensen, has not taken a 
salary since she began the organization in 1966.

How you can help:

Please send your tax-deductible donations to the Alaska 
SPCA:

Alaska SPCA
549 W. International Airport Road, Ste B2 
Anchorage, AK. 99518

Write to Alaska Governor Tony Knowles to ask that a 
statewide humane officer, with an adequate support staff, 
be hired immediately.
Email: http://www.gov.state.ak.us/emailform.html.

Visit the Alaska SPCA website page 
www.alaskaspca.org/gmshelter.htnil to view pictures o f  
Boughton's property and to see the welcom e the dogs 
received in Anchorage.

Margery Glickman is the director o f the Sled Dog Action 
Coalition.

STAFF: GLICKMAN37@AOL.COM  
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M o r a  L o c a l  w e a t h e r Sterling woman charged w ith  animal 
cruelty

ANCHORAGE (AP) -- A S te r l in g  w om an h a s  been charged  with 
nine  cr im inal co u n t s  o f  anim al c ru e lty  fo r keeping d o z e n s  of 
underfed , fi lthy d o g s

Alaska S tate  T ro o p e r s  found 66  d o g s  u nd er Caro line  
B o u g h t o n ' s  care  in a S te r l in g  yard la s t  N ovem ber .

A ccord ing  to court  d o cu m e n t s  s o m e  o f  the d o g s  w ere  found 
dead, o th e r s  needed prom pt m ed ica l ca re  and st i l l  o t h e r s  w ere  
s o  s ick  they  had to be euth a n ized . T ro o p e r s  se iz e d  the d o g s .

B o u g h t o n ,  i s  s ch e d u led  to go  to trial Oct. 29  in Kenai.
Search |

Animal welfare a c t iv is t s  who treated B o u g h t o n ' s  d o g s  and 
placed them in new h o m e s  sa y  there  i s  e a s i ly  enough 
videotape and d ocum entation  to su p p o rt  t h o se  ch a rg e s .

" I t ' s  pretty cut and dried . We have re c o r d s  on each  and every  
animal on the property that w a s  taken in , "  sa id  Diane Z a r f o s s ,  
c l in ic  d irec to r  o f  the Alaska S o c ie t y  fo r  the Prevention o f  
C rue lty  to A n im a ls .

B o u g h t o n  w a s reported ly  l iv ing in Nikiski and com m u ting  to 
the s i te  to feed and to provide w ater fo r  the d o g s .  M ost  w ere  
bouvier d e s  F landres and k erry  blue te r r ie r s .  A couple  o f 
bouv ier c a r c a s s e s  w ere  found tangled in te th e r s ,  and two 
te r r ie r s  s to re d  in w ooden b o x e s  had died and w ere  partially 
eaten by another dog.

T h e  re s t  w ere  in vary ing  s t a t e s  o f  hea lth , but all su ffe re d  from 
m alnutrit ion , Z a r f o s s  sa id . M any w ere  treated for e czem a , sk in  
m ite s  and in fe c t io n s  o f  the e a r s  and e y e s .

D o g s  that w ere  s t ro n g  enou gh  to re co v e r  have all been placed. 
T h e  la st  -- a bou n cy , 10 0 -p ou nd  m alam ute mix -- W3S 
sch e d u le d  to arrive at i t s  new  hom e today , s h e  sa id .
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B o u g h t o n  w a s  the su b je c t  o f  t ro o p e r s  in v e s t ig a t io n s  for a 
ye a r  before  s h e  agreed to g ive up h e r  d o g s .  In  fall 2000, sh e  
w a s cr it ic ized  fo r  keeping the a n im a ls  tied to w recked  ca r s  in a 
S te r l in g  ju nk ya rd  before  m ov ing  them  a c r o s s  the S ter l in g  
H ighway to a n oth er  location .

T ro o p e r s  w ere  called on e m o re ,  th i s  t im e during  a cold sna p  
la st  N o vem ber that d rove  te m p e ra tu re s  dow n to 20 below 
ze ro .

A t ro o p e r s  report  sa id  o f f i c e r s  wanted to look in s id e  a large 
b u s  that B o u g h t o n  had co n v e rted  into an an im al ca rr ie r .  S h e  
sa id  s h e  fo rgot the key. T h e y  cu t a lock o ff  the d o o r  and w ere  
forced  back by the am m onia- l ike  s t e n c h  o f  u r ine  until the 
veh ic le  w a s  venti la ted , the rep ort  sa id .

S ix te e n  d o g s  w ere  kept in s id e  w ooden b o x e s  in the b u s  
w ithout food, w ater o r  dry  bedd ing . T h e y  w ere  covered  in 
frozen  ur ine  and fe c e s .

A few d a y s  a fter the  in sp e c t io n ,  an A laska SP C A  vo lu n teer  w ho 
had worked with B o u g h t o n  o v e r  the m o n t h s  persuaded  h e r  to 
turn o v e r  her  a n im a ls  vo lunta ri ly .

T h e  re su lt ing  re s c u e  c o s t  the Alaska SP C A  about $30 ,000 , 
Z a r f o s s  sa id .  T h e  g roup w a n ts  to s e e  B o u g h t o n  com 'ic ted , 
p u n ish ed  and m ade an e xa m p le ,  s h e  sa id .  A la ska  SPCA g e t s  
1 0  to 1 2  ca l ’s  a ye a r  about la rg e - sca le  p ro b le m s  but cannot 
handle them  all.

" S h e ' s  proved o v e r  the la st  10  y e a r s  o r  p lu s  that s h e  i s  not a 
re sp o n s ib le  anim al o w n e r , "  Z a r f o s s  sa id .
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H e l l
C om m entary  by M argery  Glickman

Margery Glickman is the director of the Sled Dog Action
Coalition.

160VETHIS VERSE, 
" BUT THAT 
ARE RK3T SHALL

Beyond the borders o f Alaska's large cities, acts of  
barbarism against animals can easily happen. Alaska, 
without a statewide humane officer to enforce animal 
cruelty laws, leaves animal control up to over-burdened 
state troopers who do not adequately understand the animal 
cruelty laws. The saga of how the Alaska SPCA saved 66 
animals from brutal treatment in Sterling, Alaska shows 
why a statewide humane officer, with an adequate support 
staff, is desperately needed to prevent atrocities in the 
future.

Here's what happened. With each advancing step, Alaska 
SPCA volunteer Nancy Wall's flashlight illuminated scenes 
of devastation and misery on a dark bitterly cold winter 
afternoon in Sterling when she went to check on Carolyn 
Boughton's animals. "The snow was littered with the 
bodies o f Boughton's dead cats. There were legs and skulls 
from cats who had been torn apart and eaten," Wall said.
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Each time Wall moved her flashlight along the ground she 
found more horrors. "I tripped over dead d o g s ," she said. 
One Bouvier des Flandres, a large black herding and guard 

dog, died tethered to a tree on a short chain when his legs 
became entangled in the wire from a fallen tarp. Two other 
dogs choked to death trying to free themselves from their 
tethers, their collars pulled back on their eyes. A pinch 
collar (a collar with blunt prongs that pinch the dog's skin 
when the collar is tightened) dug deep into one dog's neck.

In the dark, Wall could smell the stench long before she 
saw its source — an old Greyhound tour bus. "I looked in 
the window and nausea almost overwhelmed me," Wall 
said. Through the windows she could hear the plaintive 
cries o f the animals Boughton kept captive inside.

Wall brought in state troopers, who instead o f removing 
Boughton's animals from their hellish conditions, told 
Boughton she had several days to make improvements. 
Determined to help the animals, Wall convinced  

Broughton to transfer their ownership to the Alaska SPCA. 
Diane Zarfoss and her team of one veterinarian and six 

Alaska SPCA rescuers then drove 2 1/2 hours from 
Anchorage to save the remaining dogs from their agony.

"The situation was devastating," Zarfoss said. "We had to 
wear gas masks to go inside, because the smell o f urine and 
feces was so strong." The bus was stripped on the inside 
and plywood boxes with dogs were stacked along the 
walls. Each box had two to four holes the size o f a quarter, 
but otherwise the dogs were enclosed in solid plywood. 
Some boxes held two dogs.

Zarfoss explained that the boxes were filled with urine and 
feces piled six to eight inches thick and that the dogs' fur 
was malted with excrement. Their eyes were weepy from 
living in their own feces and urine, and with the -20 degree 
temperature, their eyes froze shut. One Kerry blue terrier's 
eye was so damaged that it was later removed and all the 
dogs received eye medication."

Food bowls weren't placed in the wooden crates, Zarfoss 
said. The dogs were on the brink of starvation and 
dehydration. Some Kerry Blue Terriers tried to chew their
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way out but died when their legs were wedged into the 
cracks in the plywood. "Other dogs froze to death. With 
their food bowls just out o f reach," Zarfoss said, "the dogs 
tethered outside died lunging to get at them. In desperation, 
some had dug holes to get at tree roots to eat."

Domestic anim als get little protection from  abuse

The Alaska SPCA warned state troopers about the animals' 
steadily deteriorating situation months before, but the 
troopers would not intervene. Alaska has more protection 
for wild animals than for domestic ones, particularly dogs, 
cats and horses. "It is a disgrace that the laws and big 
budgets for domestic animals are frowned upon by the 
politicians," Alaska SPCA Executive Director Ethel 
Christensen said.

Christensen says that for decades the Alaska SPCA has had 
complaints from tourists and others asking it to do 
something about the atrocities in the areas o f the State 
where there are no local laws. The Alaska SPCA has 
begged for help from the State to tighten laws and for a 
statewide humane officer to enforce them. Now is an ideal 
time to create this position.

Animals get a new s ta r t  i: life

The Alaska SPCA rescued 66 dogs including Bouvier des 
Flandres, Kerry blue terriers, malamutes and Australian 
shepherd-husky mix dogs and brought them to Anchorage 
in airline kennels which the people o f Anchorage had 
donated. There the Alaska SPCA set up triage for the 
dogs in a rented warehouse where the dogs were 
medicated, groomed and fed. A group of Alaska SPCA 
volunteers worked long and hard to give these dogs a new  
start in life. A malamute named Stormy was the last o f the 
66 dogs to be adopted; he left for a new home several 
weeks ago with a wagging tail and a bounce in his step.

Cost of rescue puts Alaska SPCA in dire financial 
straits

The cost o f the rescue exceeded $30,000, forcing the 
Alaska SPCA to take out a mortgage on its shelter 
property. The Alaska SPCA is maxed out financially as it
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has never received help from any governmental source.
"These are the very people that support the sled dogs for 

econom ic reasons," Christensen said. "And, little do they 
realize the picture they have painted to those outside 
Alaska."

The Alaska SPCA is a non-profit, privately funded 
organization with no affiliation with the government or any 
other organization. The organization's founder and 
Executive Director, Ethel Christensen, has not taken a 
salary since she began the organization in 1966.

How you can help:

Please send your tax-deductible donations to the Alaska 
SPCA:

Alaska SPCA
549 W. International Airport Road, Ste B2 
Anchorage, A K  99518

Write to Alaska Governor Tony Knowles to ask that a 
statewide humane officer, with an adequate support staff, 
be hired immediately.
Email: http://www.gov.state.ak.us/emailform.html.

V isit the Alaska SPCA website page 
www.alaskaspca.org/gmshelter.html to view pictures o f 
Boughton's property and to see the welcom e the dogs 
received in Anchorage.

Margery Glickman is the director o f the Sled D og Action 
Coalition.

STAFF: GLICKMAN37@AOL.COM  
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Trial in animal cruelty case now slated for 
January
S t a f f  r e p o r t

A trial ha s been sch e d u le d  fo r  the w eek  o f  Ja n .  22  in Kenai 
D is t r ic t  Court for a w om an ch a rg ed  with n ine  co u n t s  o f  animal 
c rue lty .

Ju d g e  Jona th a n  H. Link granted  a re q u e st  to po stp one  the trial 
call, w h ich  had been s ch e d u le d  fo r  Nov. 2 5 .

Caro lyn  F. B o u g h t o n ,  5 7 ,  w a s  cha rged  a fte r  Alaska State  
T ro o p e r s  a l leged ly  found 66 f i lthy and und erfed  d o g s  under 
B o u g h t o n ’s  ca re  in S te r l in g  in N o vem b er 2 0 0 1 .

B o u g h t o n  reported ly  w a s  liv ing in Nikisk i and com m u ting  to 
S te r l in g  to feed and provide w ater for the d o g s .

A ccord ing  to cou rt  d o cu m e n t s ,  s o m e  o f  the d o g s  w ere  found 
dead, so m e  in need o f  im m ed iate  m edica l ca re  and so m e  had 
to be put to death.

T ro o p e r s  se ize d  the d o g s .
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Case R eport

Alaska State Troopers are threatening to se ize  at least 45 dogs owned by a Sterling 
woman who has been accused of animal abuse for the last year.

Troopers said they found four dead dogs, two dead cats and s c o re s  of dogs needing 
basic care during a tour on Monday of a wooded lot where Sterling resident Caroline 
Boughton keeps her animals. They set an ultimatum.

A s  many as 20 dogs, purebred bouvier des  Flandres and Kerry blue terriers, were 
kenneled in double-decker plywood pens inside a ramshackle Greyhound-style bus 
that was so  fouled by urine and feces  that the ammonia-like stench nearly brought 
tears to the eye s  of veterinarian Jerry Nybakken. who a ss i s te d  troopers serving a 
search warrant.

Two of the terriers had been killed by a L iuvier, which gnawed through the plywood 
roof of its crate to get at at the smaller dogs housed overhead. The body of one of the 
terriers was firmly wedged in a hole and its legs had been chewed from below, 
Nybakken said.

The  rest of the dogs -- which included a mix of mutts and husk ie s -  were chained, 
cabled and roped to trees, trucks and other objects. Som e were in much better shape 
than others.

Few of the dogs had shelter. Food and water bowls were overturned and appeared 
unattended, Nybakken said. Warm bedding su ch  as straw w as absent. Inside the bus, 
the dogs’ fui was matted and covered with fece s  and every pen was wet with urine, he 
said.

“I think we nave a ca se  here of neglect, bordering on cruelty," Nybakken said on 
Tuesday. "My personal opinion is , Caroline should never have this many dogs," he 
said. "If sh e  wants dogs, sh e 's  going to have to keep them within her economic means 
to support them.”

Boughton said sh e  still enjoys her dogs, has done nothing wrong and i s  struggling to 
juggle the demands of her landlords, whom sh e  said insisted sh e  kennel her dogs in 
the bus.

Her landlords, Milton and Lee R o s s ,  say Boughton ow es them $ 1 ,3 5 0  in back rent and 
pay for helping to feed the dogs. The R o s s e s  live on the lot and agreed to let
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Boughton pay them to keep her dogs there, but now say  they want her out.

Boughton, who lives nearby, said she  has nowhere to go. It's hard finding a rental 
when you've got dozens of dogs, sh e  said.

The T e x a s  transplant first got into trouble last fall after a Kenai Peninsula animal 
cruelty organization accused her of neglect for keeping her dogs in a Sterling junkyard. 
She  quickly hired some helpers who got straw for the dogs and began feeding them. 
At the time, troopers deemed her care adequate.

But after Boughton moved her animals to a 2.6-acre wooded property on Spruce Lane 
outside Sterling, the barking, fighting and loose dogs soon prompted angry calls from 
her new neighbors.

Two chapters ot the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, the Alaska 
chapter based in Anchorage and a newly formed Kenai Peninsula group, have been 
struggling to help Boughton's dogs, with different tactics.

The Alaska chapter has been working with Boughton for months, helping her reduce 
her kennel s ize  a few dogs at a time, said Nancy Wall, the chapter's Peninsula 
volunteer.

The Kenai organization has been more direct. It was the group that first demanded 
action last fall, and it also called in the troopers this week.

Its founder, Michele DeMilta, accepted four or five of Boughton's s ickest dogs. Those  
dogs were to be taken to a veterinarian for treatment and documentation, Nybakken 
said. DeMilta declined to comment until the situation is  resolved.

Troopers said they would like to come back Friday and se e  that Boughton is  providing 
adequate care for her animals. But T re s s le r  said that if they get another complaint 
about her, they will se ize  her dogs.

Ju st  what would happen with the dogs if they are se ized  isn't clear. Even the official 
number of dogs is vague. Troopers estimated that about 45 dogs were on the 
property. Boughton said she  had many more than that. And Nybakken guessed  the 
number might be c lo se r to 100.

"What a m e ss ,  huh?," said Judy McConnell of Anchorage, the American Bouvier des 
Flandres Club's designated rescue person for the region. "This whole thing was been 
a nightmare for a year, a s far as I'm concerned."

If a court were to make to final ruling, McConnell said, the nationwide club has the 
finances, expertise and contacts to place whatever dogs were deemed suitable.

Alaskans are accustomed to sled dog yards, and while that sort of kennel works with 
active teams of huskies, it isn't appropriate for bouviers, she  said. The independent 
breed has a tough side and needs a lot of one-on-one love, she  said.

McConnell and other bouvier fanciers describe Bough'on a s a "collector," a person 
with a good heart who wants to protect animals but lets them breed and gets 
overwhelmed when their numbers swell.

Two of Boughton's dead dogs are bouviers. One was tound at the end of i ls cable 
tether wearing a spiked choke collar, but Nybakken said he was unsure what caused 
the death. The other was found with three of its paws tangled in nylon rope, he said.

Boughton, feeding Atta Boy to her dogs Tuesday evening, said she  suspected foul 
play in both ca se s  and wanted an autopsy on the dogs' frozen ca rca sse s ,  still laying 
on the ice. "Both of those dogs were very active the day befr *e yesterday," sho  said.
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"All of a sudden they're dead, overnight. I'd like to learn why."

Troopers said a report would be forwarded to the Kenai district attorney's office for 
consideration of possib le charges of animal cruelty, a misdemeanor. Boughton said 
sh e  has tried to give away her dogs, but had no luck.

S h e  said she  refuses to take them to the pound because som e would inevitably be put 
down. I've got too big of a heart," Boughton said. "All I want for them is a home."

Case Updates

P osted : Apr 22, 2003 - 5:49 PM

The Boughton trial has once again been postponed. The Judge  did give 
admonishment that M s. Boughton needs to work with her doctors so  that she  can be 
lucid even if in some discomfort by the new trial call date of 7 /25 and trial set for 8/5.

P o sted : Feb 5, 2003 - 9:49 AM

Boughton rescue trial has been postponed until 4/22/03
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Owner again accused o f neglect
D O G S :  S t e r l i n g  w o m a n  h a s  u n t i l  F r id a y  t o  im p r o v e  l i v in g  
c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  p e t s .

By Jo n  Little 
A n chora ge  Daily N ew s

(P u b lis h e d : N o v e m b e r  7, 2 0 0 1 )

S te r l in g  — Alaska State  T ro o p e r s  are 
threaten ing  to s e iz e  at lea st  4 5  d o g s  
ow ned by a S te r l in g  w om an w ho h a s  
been a ccu se d  o f  animal ab use  fo r the 
la st  yea r .

T ro o p e r s  sa id  they  found four dead 
d o g s ,  two dead ca t s  and s c o r e s  o f  d o g s  
need ing  b a s ic  care  during a tour on 
M onday o f a w ooded lot w he re  S te r l in g  
re s id e n t  Caro line  Boughton k eep s  h e r  
a n im a ls .  T h e y  s e t  an u lt im atum.

" S h e ' s  got till Friday to make living 
co n d it io n s  fo r  th o se  d o g s  better , o r  we 
will s e iz e  the d o g s , "  sa id  T ro o p e r  1 s t  
S g t .  C h a r le s  T r e s s l e r .

A s  m any a s  20 d o g s ,  purebred bouv ier 
d e s  F landres  and K erry  blue te r r ie r s ,  
w ere  kenne led  in d oub le-decker 
plywood p e n s  in s id e  a ra m sh a ck le  
G re y h o u n d - sty le  bu s that w a s  s o  fouled 
by urine and fe c e s  that the a m m o n ia ­
like s t e n c h  nearly  brought tea rs  to the 
e y e s  o f veter inarian Je r r y  Nybakken, 
who a s s i s t e d  t ro o p e r s  se rv in g  a se a rch  
warrant.

A bouvier des Flandres, a 
shaggy herding and cattle 

dog, is among dozens of dogs 
tied outside without bedding in 

a Sterling area yard on 
Tuesday. Alaska State 

Troopers have told the dogs' 
owner, Caroline Boughton, to 
improve the conditions or risk 

the seizure of her animals.
(Photo by Jon Little /  

Anchorage Daily News)

Click on photo to enlarge
Tw o o f  the te r r ie r s  had been killed by a 
bouvier, w hich  gnawed through the  plywood roo f o f i t s  crate to get at 
at the sm a l le r  d o g s  h o u sed  o v e rh ea d . T h e  body o f one  o f the te r r ie r s  
w a s  f irm ly  w edged in a hole and it s  le g s  had been chew ed  from

http://www.adn.com/alaska/story/734779p-782707c.html 5/7/2003

http://www.adn.com/alaska/story/734779p-782707c.html


Anchorage Daily News | Owner again accused of neglect Page 2 of 4

their friends.

C r o s s w o r d
Play our interactive 
puczle online.

A L A S K A .c o m
Get information on 
travel, relocation and 
entertainment. The 
business directory 
allov/s ycu to locate 
stores and services 
statewide.

S c h o o l  N e w s
Find your child's 
classroom in 
SchnolNews, Also, learn 
about Newspapers in 
Education.

C o m m u n i t y
N e w s
Check our free Web 
sites for non-profit 
groups.

Whales, 
Wildlife i  
Glacier 

Cruises trorn

be low , Nybakken sa id .

T h e  r e s t  o f  the d o g s  -- w h ich  included a m ix  o f  m u tt s  and h u sk ie s  -- 
w ere  cha in ed , cabled and roped to t r e e s ,  t ru ck s  and o th e r  o b je c t s .  
S o m e  w ere  in m u ch  better  sh a p e  than o th e r s .

Few o f the d o g s  had sh e l t e r .  Food and w ater b o w ls  w ere  overturned  
and appeared unattended , Nybakken sa id .  W arm  bedding su c h  a s  
s t ra w  w a s  a b se n t .

In s id e  the b u s ,  the  d o g s '  fur w a s  matted and co v e re d  with fe c e s  and 
e v e ry  pen w a s  w et w ith  u r ine , he sa id .

" I  th ink we have a c a se  here  o f neg lec t ,  bordering  on c ru e lty , "  
Nybakken sa id  on T u e sd a y .

"M y  p e rso na l op in ion  i s ,  C aro l ine  sh o u ld  n e v e r  have th is  m any d o g s , "  
he sa id .  " I f  s h e  w a n t s  d o g s ,  s h e ' s  go ing  to have to keep them  within 
h e r  e co n o m ic  m e a n s  to su p p o rt  th e m ."

Boughton  sa id  s h e  s t i l l  e n jo y s  h e r  d o g s ,  h a s  done  noth ing w rong and 
i s  s t ru g g l in g  to ju g g le  the d e m a n d s  o f her  la n d lo rd s ,  w hom  s h e  said 
in s i s t e d  s h e  kenne l h e r  d o g s  in the bu s .

H er la n d lo rd s ,  Milton and Lee R o s s ,  sa y  Boughton  o w e s  them  $ 1 , 3 5 0  
in back rent and pay fo r  he lp ing  to feed the d o g s .  T h e  R o s s e s  live on 
the lot and agreed  to let Boughton  pay th em  to keep h e r  d o g s  there , 
but now  sa y  they  w ant h e r  out.

B ou ghton , w ho l iv e s  n earb y , sa id  s h e  h a s  n o w h ere  to go . I t ' s  hard 
f ind ing  a rental w h e n  yo u 'v e  got d o z e n s  o f  d u g s ,  s h e  sa id .

T h e  T e x a s  t ra n sp la nt  f i r s t  got into trouble  la st  fail a fter a Kenai 
P en in su la  animal c ru e lty  organ izat ion  a ccu se d  h e r  o f  neg lect  for 
keeping h e r  d o g s  in a S te r l in g  ju n k y a rd .  S h e  qu ick ly  hired so m e  
h e lp e r s  w ho got s t ra w  for the  d o g s  and began feed ing  them . At the 
t im e , t ro o p e r s  d eem ed  h e r  ca re  adequate.

But after B oughton m oved  h e r  a n im a ls  to a 2 .6 - a c re  wooded property 
on S p ru ce  Lane o u t s id e  S te r l in g ,  the barking, f ighting and lo o se  d o g s  
so o n  prom pted a n gry  ca l l s  from  h e r  new  n e ig h b o r s .

T w o  ch a p te r s  of the S o c ie t y  for the Prevention o f  C rue lty  to A n im als , 
the Alaska ch a p te r  ba sed  in A n ch orag e  and a new ly  form ed Kenai 
Pen in su la  group , have been s t ru g g l in g  to help B o u g h to n 's  d o g s ,  with 
d iffe ren t  ta c t ic s .

T h e  Alaska ch a p te r  h a s  been w ork ing  with Boughton  for m o n th s ,  
he lp ing  h e r  red uce  h e r  kenne l s i z e  a few d o g s  at a t im e, sa id  Nancy 
W all,  the ch a p te r ' s  P en in su la  v o lu n teer .

T h e  Kenai o rga n iza t ion  h a s  been m ore  d irec t .  I t  w a s  the group that 
f i r s t  dem anded act ion  la st  fall, and it a lso  ca lled in the t ro o p e r s  th is  
w eek .

PRINCESS
ALASKALODGES
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I t s  founder , M iche le  DeMilta, accepted  four o r  f ive  o f  B o u g h to n 's  
s i c k e s t  d o g s .  T h o se  d o g s  were  to be taken to a veter inar ian  for 
treatm ent and docum entation , Nybakken sa id .  DeMilta dec lined  to 
c o m m e n t  until the s ituation  i s  re so lv e d .

T ro o p e r s  sa id  they  would like to co m e  back Fr iday and s e e  that 
Boughton i s  providing adequate ca re  fo r h e r  a n im a ls .  B u t T r e s s l e r  
sa id  that if they  g et  a nother  com p la in t  about h e r ,  th ey  will s e iz e  h e r  
d o g s .

J u s t  what would happen with the d o g s  if th ey  are s e iz e d  i sn ' t  c lear. 
Would they  go to an animal sh e l t e r  until the c o u r t s  make a final 
ru ling? Would they  be se n t  one o r  two at a t im e to r e s c u e  h o m e s?  
T ro o p e r s  a ren 't  certa in .

Even the  official nu m ber o f  d o g s  i s  vague . T ro o p e r s  e st im ated  that 
about 4 5  d o g s  w ere  on the property . B oughton  sa id  s h e  had many 
m ore than that. And Nybakken g u e s se d  the n u m b e r  m ight be c lo se r  
to 10 0 .

"W hat a m e s s ,  h u h ? , "  sa id  Ju d y  M cC onne ll  o f  A n ch o ra g e , the 
A m erican  B ouvier d e s  F landres C lu b 's  d e s ig n a te d  re s c u e  p e r so n  for 
the reg ion . " T h i s  w ho le  th ing w a s  been a n igh tm a re  fo r  a yea r ,  a s  far 
a s  I 'm  co n ce rn e d ."

I f  a cou rt  w ere  to make to final ru l ing , M cC onne ll  sa id ,  the nationwide 
c lub h a s  the f in a n ce s ,  e x p e r t i se  and c o n ta c t s  to place w ha teve r d o g s  
were  deem ed su ita b le .

A la sk a n s  are a ccu sto m e d  to s led  dog y a rd s ,  and w hile  that s o r t  of 
kenne l w o rk s  with active tea m s o f  h u sk ie s ,  it i sn ' t  appropriate for 
b o u v ie r s ,  s h e  sa id .  T h e  ind ep endent breed h a s  a tough  s id e  and 
n e e d s  a lot o f  on e -o n -o n e  love, s h e  sa id .

M cConne ll and o th e r  bouv ier fa n c ie r s  d e sc r ib e  Boughton a s  a 
" co l le c to r , "  a p e rso n  with a good heart  w ho  w a n ts  to protect  an im a ls  
but le t s  them  breed and g e t s  o v e rw h e lm e d  w hen  th e ir  n u m b e r s  sw e l l .

T w o  o f  B o u g h to n 's  dead d o g s  are b o u v ie r s .  O ne w a s  found at the end 
o f its  cable te ther  w earing  a sp iked  chok e  co l la r ,  but Nybakken said 
he w a s  u n su re  w hat ca used  the death .

T h e  o th e r  w a s  found with three  o f  it s  paw s tangled  in ny lon  rope, he 
sa id .

B oughton , feed ing  Atta Boy to h e r  d o g s  T u e sd a y  e v e n in g ,  sa id  sh e  
su sp e c te d  foul play in both c a s e s  and wanted an a u to p sy  on the d o g s '  
frozen  ca rca r s e s ,  st i l l  laying on the ice .

"Both o f  in o s e  d o g s  w ere  very  active the day be fore  y e s te rd a y , "  sh e  
sa id . "All o f  a su d d e n  they 're  deau, o v e rn ig h t .  I 'd  like to learn w h y ."

T ro o p e r s  sa id  a report  would be forw arded to the Kenai d ist r ic t  
a t to rn e y 's  o ff ice  for co n s id e ra t io n  o f  p o s s ib le  c h a r g e s  o f  animal
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c ru e lty ,  a m isd e m e a n o r .

Boughton sa id  s h e  h a s  tried to g ive  away h e r  d o g s ,  but had no luck. 
S h e  sa id  s h e  r e f u se s  to take them  to the  pound b e ca u se  s o m e  would 
inev itab ly be put d cw n .

I 'v e  got too big o f  a hea rt ,"  Boughton  sa id  "All I  w ant for them  i s  a 
h o m e ."

R ep orte r  Jo n  Little can be reached  at i l i t t le tpjadn.com or  at 907-260- 

5 2 4 8 .
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Lynn Mclling

Anchorage, Alaska, Nov. 8 - John and Athena Harman of 
Nikiski are awaiting trial in Montana, charged with animal 
cruelty after being arrested at the Canadian border last 
week.

The SPCA says, as the Harmans were heading out of town, 
they were stopped by Animal Control and told to clean things 
up. They left lown anyway, only to be stopped at the border.

Volunteers in Montana are now nursing the Harmans' dogs 
back to health -- nearly 200 of them. The effort is taking a loll 
on financial and emotional resources there.

Alaska animai advocates are appalled by the Harmans' 
story, and say the warning signs were sitting in Nikiski for 
years. They also say it's time to strengthen Alaska's animal 
cruelty laws.

At the end of a narrow' dirt road in the woods outside 
Nikiski sits the Harman place -- a plot of land littered with
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everything from crates and rugs to old cars. It's the remains of 
a now defunct dog breeding kennel known as Valiant Collies.

"Like a pigpen, there was just muck everywhere," says 
Stephanie Batchelder, a dog groomer who worked for the 
Harmans about 10 years ago.

Batchelder says the dogs were in such bad condition, she 
lasted only a day.

"They had io have been unhealthy, being that wet and 
having feces on them all the time. They're going to get sores," 
she said.

There's little evidence now, but pictures show several dogs 
at a time crammed into small fenced-in areas.

Concerned neighbors only add to the picture. One woman 
says the place appeared to have been hot-wired -  with jumper 
cables hung from wire kennels. She suspects they were 
hooked to a battery and used to jo lt the animals, to keep them 
under control.

It came as no surprise 
to some in the Nikiski 
area that the Harmans 
were arrested for animal 
cruelty in Sweet Grass,
Montana, last week.
U.S. Customs officials 
caught them at the 
Canadian border on a
trip fiom Alaska to A volunleer In Montana makes a friend.
Arizona, with more than
170 dogs and 11 cats packed from top to bottom in a semi­
trailer — sick and living in their own waste.

"I could've seen it coming, definitely," says Batchelder.
The Harmans face more than 180 misdemeanor counts of 

animal cruelty, a situation animal advocates say could have 
been prevented.

"It's just not right," says Diane Zaifoss of the Alaska 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. Zarfoss says 
the SPCA has dealt with complaints about the Harmans for 
years, but Alaska's laws made it nearly impossible to do 
anything to stop the neglect.

According to Alaska State Troopers, the law on animal 
cruelty states: A person cannot "intentionally in flic t pain or 
cause prolonged suffering on an animal," nor can someone 
fail to care for an animal to the extent it results in the animal's 
death or suffering.

Violation of this law is a class A misdemeanor offense. 
Animal advocates say the statute doesn't do animals justice.

"They really can't do a whole lot unless they can prove that 
they were doing the neglect on purpose," says Batchelder.
Advocates also say the weak law is not the only problem. 

State enforcement should be stepped up, too.
"We can't rely on troopers to provide this service," says
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Z arfo .s .
Troopers aie responsible for inspecting complaints of 

animal neglect outside the limits of a city with an animal 
control operation. Both advocates and troopers themselves say 
this puts a strain on already thin resources.

"We're short of people and, obviously, the population in 
this neck of the woods is growing," says First Sgt. Chuck 
Bartolini of the Soldotna trooper detachment.

Bartolini says they do the best they can to respond to calls 
of animal cruelty. Fortunately, he says, few such calls are 
received. He says a trooper inspected the Harmans' kennel 
almost two years ago, and, in the officer's opinion, the dogs 
were adequately cared for. Bartolini says that if there appears 
to be abuse, troopers w ill call in an animal expert. He'd like to 
see such a person on the borough's staff.

"It would help us greatly i f the borough had some sort of 
enforcement power, and an animal control officer that cculd 
actually investigate these cases and take the time," Bartolini 
says.

Zarfoss wants to take that idea even further and hire a state 
humane officer, someone to deal strictly with animal cruelty 
cases, and who is authorized to step on private property and 
stop neglect as soon as complaints come in. She says 
lawmakers could complete the package with more clearly 
defined laws to support that person.

"It's getting worse. It's getting larger numbers and it's 
getting way out of hand," says Zarfoss.

She recalls the Carolyn Boughton case, in which a Sterling 
woman was charged with neglecting 66 dogs and some other 
animals. The animals were rescued by the SPCA a year ago 
this month, but the cruelly case has yet to go to trial.

"It's still in the courts. Nothing has been done," says 
Zarfoss. She fears the Harman case w ill drag on for a long 
lime, as well.

Meanwhile, the dogs being cared for in Montana still 
belong to the Harmans unless they're proved guilty in court.
In the meantime, the dogs -  now recovering from a traumatic 
trip across the border -- w ill have to wait to go home, 
wherever that turns out to be.
Currently, the Harmans are out on bond. People in the 

Nikiski area say John Harman may be back in Alaska, but he 
wasn't at his property when Channel 2 News stopped by, and 
the couple could not be reached for comment on this story.
To outsiders, the Harmans' breeding operation seemed to 

be quite professional. The couple has won competitions, and 
their Web sit-* tells others how to care for dogs.

Some neighbors say they believe the Harmans had good 
intentions but the operation just spun out of control. Others 
say, quite frankly, they think the couple was running a puppy 
mill, breeding huge numbers of dogs to sell. The Harmans' 
Web site lists prices of up to 52,000 per dog, or more.
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Animal advocates say puppy mills are not unusual in 
Alaska and the only way they're going to be stopped is if 
people stop buying puppies from pet stores. Pet stores 
disagree that the puppies they buy are raised in inhumane 
conditions.

Another question to be investigated is whether the 
Harmans' Nikiski operation was cruel, or whether it was 
simply a matter of how the Harmans chose to transport the 
dogs as they were moving out of state.
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A L A S K A  AP

Neighbors say charged couple kept flawed 
kennel
T h e  A sso c ia te d  P re s s

ANCHORAGE AP) - N e ighbors  o f  two Nikiski co l l ie  b re e d e r s  facing 1 8 2  
co u n t s  o f m isd em ea n o r  animal a b u se  sa y  the operat ion  had a 
n o to r io u s  reputation in the rural su b d iv is io n  nea r  I s la n d  Lake Road.

But at lea st  two people w ho bought d o g s  from  Valiant C o l l ie s  sa id  the 
a n im a ls  arrived in fine sh a p e  and that they  have no co m p la in ts .

T h e  kennel w a s  loud and sm e l le d  and g ro u p s  o f  co l l ie s  would 
o cca s io n a lly  e sc a p e  to roam , accord ing  to n e ig h b o r s  interv iewed by 
the A nchorage  Daily News.

" I ’ve  never ,  ever , ever  s e e n  any one o f t h o se  d o g s  in good cond it ion ,"  
sa id  M i s sy  Batty, w ho until re ce n t ly  lived n e x t  d o o r  to the k en ne ls .

Batty i s  moving out o f  the area in part, s h e  sa id ,  b e ca u se  o f the 
h a s s le  o f  living next  door to the co l l ie  b re e d e r s .

T h e  o w n e r s ,  Jona than Harman, 4 9 ,  and Athena Ann Lethcoe-Harm an, 
40 , are awaiting a ju r y  trial in S h e lb y ,  Mont. T h e y  w ere  stopped Oct. 
3 1  at the U .S .-Cana da border in Montana w hile  driv ing from Alaska to 
Arizona with a se m i  loaded with 1 7 1  d o g s  and 1 1  ca t s .

A u th o r it ie s  sa y  the an im als w ere  in bad cond it ion  in s id e  the poorly 
venti lated  40-foot trailer. Many could not walk and so m e  were  thin 
and d irty . One dog w as dead.

T h e  H a r n a n s  had rece ived a written w arn ing  about the cond it ion  o f 
th e ir  dog s a week earlier while  th e ir  tra cto r  t ra ile r  rig w a s  parked at 
an A nchorage  s to re ,  accord ing to A n chorage  Anim al Contro l.

T h e  d o g s  and ca ts  are being fed and walked by r e s id e n t s  o f  S he lb y  
until a trial d e te rm in e s  w h e th e r  the an im a ls  can be returned to the ir 
o w n e r s .

Batty and o th er  n e ig h b o rs  o f  the H arm ans sa id  they  d idn 't  like go ing 
up to what many call "the  co ll ie  h o u se "  b e ca u se  o f  its  odor, but
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s o m e t im e s  th e y  had to v i s i t  to re tu rn  e sca p e d  co l l ie s .

" T h o s e  d o g s ,  you could hea r them  all the t im e . S e v e ra l  would e sca p e  
from  tim e to t im e. T h e y  w ere  a lw a ys  rea l ly  s t in k y , "  sa id  Patty Gallien, 
w ho l iv e s  about half a mile away. " In  the  s u m m e r ,  w hen  you open a 
w indow , you can hea r the d o g s  barking ha lf  the n ig h t . "

Nikiski h a s  no local g o v e rn m e n t  and the  Kena i P en in su la  Borough  
d o e s  not have animal contro l p o w e r s .

Gallien sa id  s h e  h a s  lived th ere  for 1 2  y e a r s  and the c o l l ie s  have been 
th e re  the ent ire  t im e.

D e sp ite  c it ing  f ru s t ra t io n s  o ve r  dea ling  w ith the n u i sa n c e ,  n e ig h b o rs  
o f  the H a rm ans e x p r e s s e d  em p athy  fo r  A thena H arm an, d e sc r ib ing  
h e r  a s  a p e r so n  w ho loved h e r  d o g s  but w h o  w a s  s o  d isab led  by 
ch ro n ic  d ia b e te s  that s h e  may not have been  able to cope  with the 
r e sp o n s ib i l i t y .

A fo rm e r  kenne l em p lo yee  told the G reat Fa lls ,  M ont. T r ib u ne  sa id  he 
worked for the  H arm ans for 10  y e a r s ,  until he w a s  1 8 ,  but quit in 
d i sg u s t .
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Brett E n ce le w sk i ,  2 1 ,  sa id  kenne l c o n d it io n s  w ere  d ecen t  w hen  he 
s ta rte d ,  but w o r se n e d  o v e r  the y e a r s .  Tow ard  the  e n d , he sa id , 
Lethcoe-H arm an took sp ec ia l  ca re  o f  about a d o zen  o f  h e r  favorite 
d o g s ,  but kept the r e s t  in o v e rcro w d ed  and f i lthy p e n s .

H ow ever, co l l ie  b re e d e r s  D arlene K e rr  o f  R eg ina , S a s k . ,  and Dana 
G i le s  o f  Nova Scot ia  told the Montana n e w sp a p e r  that d o g s  they 
acquired from  Lethcoe-H arm an w ere  h ea lth y ,  w e ll-ca red  for and 
arrived  in f ine  sh a p e . Both sa id  th ey  had not v is ited  h e r  breeding 
b u s in e s s  in A laska.

"T o  sa y  h e r  d o g s  are a b u sed , I 'm  s o r r y ,  I  can o n ly  sp ea k  from what 
I 'v e  s e e n ,  but S h i lo h  (the f i r s t  dog s h e  got from  L e thcoe  (Harman)- 
w a s  in e x ce l le n t  co n d it io n ,"  s h e  sa id .

Lethcoe-H arm an i s  a m em b er o f  the Normal Eyed Network and has 
been breed ing  h e r  d o g s  to e lim inate  g e n e t ic  p ro b lem s su c h  a s  Collie 
Eye  A nom aly , an eye  d i so rd e r  that can c a u se  b l in d n e s s .

K e rr  sa id  S h i lo h  h a s  produced five norm a l-eyed  c o l l ie s ,  four o f  w hich  
are ch a m p io n s .  S h e  sa id  so m e  b re e d e r s  are  c r it ic iz in g  Lethcoe- 
Harman h a r sh ly  on In te rn e t  chat ro o m s .

" T h i s  w om an i s  not what th ey 're  sa y in g  s h e  i s , "  K e rr  sa id . "T h e y 're  
c ruc ify ing  her .  For y e a r s ,  Athena h a s  been  o u t sp o k en  about the thing 
you can defeat, Collie  Eye A nom a ly . S h e  h a s  been v e ry  vocal about 
breeding  fo r hea lth ."

G i le s  sa id  s h e  bought three  co l l ie  p u p p ie s  from  Lethcoe-H arm an in 
1 9 9 7  and 1 9 9 8  and the pupp ie s a rr ived  in e x ce l le n t  sh a p e .  S h e  said 
can ine  o p h th a lm o lo g is t s  raved about the d o g s  and the cond it ion  of
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Arizona residents scout out Harm ans' new  
property

B y  C A R O L  B R A D L E Y
S p e c ia l to  th e  P e n in su la  C la rio n

U p se t  by the saga o f the c o l l ie s  in M ontana, Diane T ro xe l l  o f  
Arizona w ondered  what type o f  fac il ity  dog o w n e r s  Jo n  Harman 
and Athena Lethcoe-H arm an had in mind if and w hen they 
re located th e ir  d o g s  to h e r  part o f  the w orld .

T o  find out, T ro xe l l  re cen t ly  ch a rtered  a sm a ll  a irp lane. 
T o g e th e r  w ith her  hu sb and  and a f r iend , s h e  flew o v e r  the 
H arm ans ' p roperty .

On a fiat, barren s t re t c h  o f  h igh  d e se r t  so u th  o f  the tiny town 
of W oodruff ,  A r iz . ,  T ro xe l l  sp ied  a Q u o n se t  hu t- sty le  metal 
building and, ad jacent to it, four fenced  dog ru n s .

I t ' s  what s h e  d idn 't  s e e  that co n ce rn e d  her .
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No so u r c e  o f  power. No s ig n  o f  w ater . And no sh a d e .

"Th e  metal building d o e sn 't  look large e n o u g h "  to h o u se  the 
d o g s ,  T ro xe l l  sa id  in a phone  in te rv iew  with the  Great Falls 
T r ib u ne  in Great Fa lls , Mont. And " i f  the d o g s  are o u ts ide  in the 
d e se r t  su n  and it 's  10 0  d e g r e e s  in the su m m e r ,  th e y ’re go ing 
to bake."

T h e  H arm ans w ere  m oving from Nikiski to W oodru ff  w hen U .S .  
C u s t o m s  in sp e c to r s  stopp ed  the ir  tra cto r  tra ile r late last 
Halloween n ight a s  the coup le  approached the Canada -Sw eet 
G r a s s ,  M ont.,  border s to p .

By m o rn ing , the H arm ans had been charged  with animal 
cru e lty ,  and by the follow ing n ight , a u th o r it ie s  had rem oved 
1 6 6  co l l ie s ,  five o th e r  d o g s  and 10  ca ts  from the tractor tra iler.

The  d o g s  w ere  th in , d ehydra ted , w et, cold and s t r e s s e d ,  
v e te r in a r ia n s  te st if ied  during the f ir s t  trial. A nu m ber o f  the
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d o g s  w ere  em aciated .

One dog w a s  dead.

T h e  se v e n -d a y  trial in Ja nu a ry  re su lte d  in a deadlocked ju ry  
and a m istr ia l .  Te ton  County J u s t i c e  o f  the  Peace Pete Howard 
will dec ide  today w he th er  to re try  the  H a rm a n s on 1 8 1  co u n ts  
o f  m isd e m e a n o r  animal a b use .

T h e  H arm ans ' attorney i s  a sk ing  Howard to d i s m i s s  the ca se  
and let h i s  c l ie n t s  ca rry  forward w ith p la n s  to m ove th e ir  large 
kenne l to Arizona.

T h e  co l l ie s  have been h o u sed  at the  M aria s Fa irg round s 
o u ts id e  S h e lb y ,  M ont.,  for the la st  fo u r  m o n th s .

But T ro xe l l  w o rr ie s  that re turn ing  the d o g s  to the H arm ans 
would on ly  invite m ore  h ea d a ch e s .

" I t  b e co m e s  A r izo n a 's  problem if s h e  re p e a ts  that pattern o f 
beh a v io r , "  s h e  sa id  o f Lethcoe-H arm an .

N e ig hb o rs  o f the H arm ans in Nikisk i have d e sc r ib ed  their 
kennel here  a s  a maze o f  rundow n p e n s  and o u tb u ild ing s ,  
known fo r i t s  pungent odor and f i lthy  d o g s .

D e fe n se  attorney S co tt  A lb e rs  portrayed  Lethcoe-H arm an a s  a 
cham pion  dog b reed er who let h e r  Valiant C o l l ie s  kenne l sw e l l  
in s i z e  b e ca u se  s h e  w a s  trying to breed out co ll ie  eye  anom aly , 
a cond it ion  that c a u se s  b l in d n e s s  in 2 to 5 p ercent  o f  co l l ie s .

I f  the H arm ans s im p ly  had been a llowed to drive on th rough  to 
A rizona , the d o g s  would have been f ine , A lb e r s  a rgued . At one 
point during the trial he held up a photo  o f  the new ly 
co n st ru c te d  40-foot-by-40-foot m eta l building to d em o n stra te  
the d eg ree  o f p lanning that had g o n e  into the m ove.

T h a t 's  not m uch b igger than the 4 5- fo o t-b y -8 - fo o t  tractor 
tra ile r the d o g s  w ere  driven in the 2 ,2 4 0  m i le s  from Alaska to 
Montana.

W hen the m istr ia l w a s  dec la red , T ro x e l l  tracked down the 
co o rd in a te s  o f  the H arm ans' p ro p erty , w h ich  is  so u th  o f  the 
Navajo Nation and w e st  o f the Z u n i Ind ia n  R e se rv a t io n  in the 
n o r th ea ste rn  se c t io n  o f  the s ta te .

I t  ru n s  along a private dirt road a m ile  o r  two o ff  a public d irt 
road, T ro xe l l  sa id  — im p o ss ib le  to reach  by ground  w ithout 
t re sp a s s in g .

From h e r  se a t  in the C e s sn a  1 7 2 ,  s h e  snap p ed  p h o to s  of the 
s i t e  and mailed co p ie s  to Too le  C o u nty  A tto rney  M erle  Raph in 
h o p e s  he'l l  u se  them  during the se c o n d  trial, if one i s  held .
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T w o w ee k s  ago, T ro xe l l  a lso  e-m ailed  o ne  o f  the p h o to s  to a 
co l l ie  chat room on the  In te rn e t ,  w he re  the  p icture  generated  
co n s id e ra b le  buzz.

A su p p o rte r  o f  the H arm ans identif ied on the  chat s i t e  a s  
P ennsy lvan ia  co ll ie  b reed er  Lauren W olfe  re sp o n d e d  that the 
metal building i s  in su lated  and "will o r  d o e s  have" air 
con d it ion in g . S o la r  p ane ls  will prov ide e le c t r ic i ty ,  s h e  w rote .

S h e  sa id  the d o g s  would be let out in g ro u p s  into the p e n s ,  
w h ich  m e a su re  4 8 - fe e t  by 19 6 - fe e t ,  "and will co m e  in to the ir  
own private k e n n e l s . "

Contacted  Friday, W olfe  dec lined  to d i s c u s s  the m atter further .

A veter inarian  at the F lagsta ff  Animal Hosp ita l in F lagstaff ,  
A r iz . ,  w h ich  i s  about 10 0  m i le s  w e s t  o f  W o odru ff ,  sa id  he d idn 't 
th ink the high d e se r t  c l im ate  would p o se  a h a rd sh ip  to the 
long-ha ired  co l l ie s .

T h e  W oodru ff  area i s  above 5 ,000 feet, Dr. Fred B u sh  sa id .

" I t  d o e sn 't  get too hot and it ' s  real w in d y ,"  he sa id .  " I t  would 
be p ara s ite- free  -- like F lagstaff .  We d o n 't  have t ick s ,  f lea s ,  
any  of that s tu f f . "

He added that n o r th ea ste rn  Arizona e s c a p e s  te rr ib le  w in te r s .  
"M aybe a little sn o w .  Not m u c h , "  B u sh  sa id .  " S i x  in c h e s  would 
be a lot ."

I t ' s  uncerta in  how m any c o l l ie s  the H a rm a n s would h o u se  at 
the kenne l. After the m istr ia l  w a s  d ec la red , A lb e r s  sa id  
Lethcoe-H arm an w a s  will ing to adopt out s o m e  70  o f  the d o g s .  
S h e  wanted to keep the rem a in ing  10 0 ,  he  sa id .

T ro xe l l  sa id  people can ju d g e  for t h e m se lv e s  if the Arizona 
fac il ity  loo k s  adequate. A co l l ie  o w ner ,  s h e  sa id  h e r  own dog 
can stand  "about 20 m in u te s  out on the  patio in the 
su m m e rt im e "  before  wanting to co m e  in s id e .

" I  w ish  I  d idn 't have to take the  p icture . I 'm  the kind o f  p e rso n  
that m in d s  my own b u s in e s s , "  T ro x e l l  sa id .  But " it  look s like 
th e re  w ere  so m e  really  ab ho rren t  co n d it io n s  in A laska. I  don 't  
w ant that to happen h e re . "

Carol Bradley i s  a rep o rte r  for the G reat Fa lls  T r ib u n e .

Discuss this story in our D i s c u s s io n  Forum

©
E-mall this Story E-mail a message Read our paper Have our Headlines 
a friend to the editor on your PDA e-mnllod to you

http://\vw\v.penin.sulaclarion.com/stories/030303/ncw_030303ncw0040001.shtml 5/7/2003

http:///vw/v.penin.sulaclarion.com/stories/030303/ncw_030303ncw0040001.shtml


Kenai Peninsula Online - Alaska NowspaperArizona residents scout out Harmans' new pr... Page 4 of 4

Comments or questions?
For questions about the website contact the web master at Kenai Peninsula Online 

For questions or comments about the news Peninsula Clarion Editorial and Newsroom Content

Box 3009 
Kenai, AK 99611 
907-283-7551

Copyrighted by Peninsula Clarion, a Division of Morris Communications 
Privacy and terms of use.

http://www.peninsulaclarion.eom/stories/030303/new_030303new0040001.shiml 5/7/2003

http://www.peninsulaclarion.eom/stories/030303/new_030303new0040001.shiml


UPDATE 01/22/03 on the Montana Collies http://home.kc.rT.eom/mcnaime/awc:i012203.hun

UPDATE 1/22/03 on the Montana Collies 
Statement by AWCA President Jean Levitt, from Shelby, M T 

*Perm ission to crosspost*
Trial

At 9 AM opening arguments began. Athena Lethcoe-Harman and John Harman were charged with 181 counts of 
animal cruelty. The original charge o f 182 counts was changed because authorities originally thought there were 11 cats instead 
of 10.

Defense attorney Sc.itt Albers stressed the importance of the Valiant kennel because of the genetic work Ms. Harman 
was do ng over the past 20 years with collie eye anomaly. He explained she needed a large amount of dogs to carry out her 
work. He explained the Harmans were moving to Arizona: 1, because of the weather; 2, larger population to sell unneedcd 
dogs to keep number o f dogs down. He explained the normal practice in Alaska was to just shoot all dogs no longer needed in a 
kennel. She those to truck the excess dogs to Arizona rather than shoot them; 3, more stud dogs available; 4, many Europeans 
are interested in her dogs. In Arizona she can ship more dogs to Europe; 5, she is diabetic and needed a warmer climate.

Albers stressed how carefully the Harmans planned the trip to ensure it woulu go well because of the importance of 
AKC registration.

Prosecutor Merle Raph, assisted by Teton County attorney Joe Coble, called U.S. Customs Inspector Russell Hancock 
of the Port of Sweetgrass. Hancock testified the Harmans said they were transporting 105 dog ', and that each dog had its own 
kennel except for a few puppies. Concerned that the dogs needed food and water, he stated lie discussed this with M... Harman. 
She replied they didn’t have any food. The defense pointed out it had only been 12 hours since they had been last fed and 
watered. He stated she wanted to buy food, but that it was 10:30 at night and the nearest open store was about 60 miles away. 
They had some water in a blue plastic barrel. According to the inspector at Sweetgrass, the only food on the truck was in the 
bottom of the crates soaked in urine and fecal material. Inspector Hancock testified he detained the Harmans to get a 
veterinarian to check the overall health o f the animals. He said it was an unusual case.

Deputy Sheriff Mike Lamie described inching his way to the back of the truck sideways along the filthy narrow aisle 
after the chainlink fencing panels were removed. He described the urine and fecal materia) that dripped onto his uniform from 
the crates piled up on both sides of the truck. He looked into the pens with his flashlight and saw the collies wet with the urine 
and fecal material. He described the foul smell, the 0 degree temperature, and the frozen condensation on the ceiling of the 
poorly ventilated truck. He ca ll’d the Toole County Sheriff s Office in Shelby and reported h*s findings to then-Undershcriff 
Donna Matoon. He also called in Dr. Hardee Clark, Shelby veterinarian, to assess the condition of the dogs. The portable fence 
panels from the truck were set up outside, and about 20 dogs were offloaded. He testified Ms. Harman began giving the dogs 
water, and attempted to scoop out filth in the bottom of some crates. He described two collies separated from the others, not 
drinking water, and appearing listless. Deputy Lamie testified Dr. Clark asked Ms. Harman why the two dogs appeared unwell, 
and were separated. She said they were separated because they were recovering from parvo. Deputy Lamie explained he felt a 
crime was being committed.

Defense attorney Albers pointed out Ms. Harman was diligently watering the 15-20 dogs in the pen. and cleaning their 
empty crates. He reviewed Deputy Lamie’s written report and asked him about his statement, ‘‘Frozen particles of liquid in the 
dogs’ fur." Albers explained there had been a flood in Alaska before the Harmans began their trip.

Prosecutor Merle Raph called Dr. James Becker, DVM, the Port of Sweetgrass veterinarian He described the 
sanitation -  “Very filthy, filthy cages, filthy animals, and some cleaning had taken place before I got there." He assessed the 
overall condition of the dogs, "...saw one dob o: ically OUT, couldn't get up, died shortly." His decision: “Must clean up 
situation as soon as possible and ge* those dogs treated." He further stated, “Dogs were definitely on the thin side. 1 wanted to 
see if these critters were able to stand." He testified he asked Ms. Harman, “What happened?" She explained, "Fire." He 
testified he asked if she had considered aborting the mission. He testified that she said she didn’t think they would make it 
through the winter in Alaska.

Court was then adjourned until 9 AM Thursday. The trial is expected to last through Friday.

Thea Speriine, professional groomer Kay Bullard, and 1 drove out to Camp Collie today to see the dogs at lunchtime. 
They are clean, well fed, and of course continuing to receive veterinary care. The dog with the most serious hui . has hid 
surgery and is recovering nicely. AWCA is proud to be able to pay his bill, and we thank the animal community for making that 
possible.

Calmly,
Jean Levitt, President AWCA
Lisa King, AWCA Director AWCA Rescue
Officers and Members of AWCA

If you would like to assist AWCA with this rescue effort, you may send a check to:

Bethany Burke 
AWCA Treasurer
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UPDATE 01/22/03 on the Montana Collies http://home.kc.rr.com/menaime/awca012203.litm

2807 Lee Trevino Court 
Shalimar, FL 32579

Make the check out to AWCA and in the memo area note: collie rescue-medical, collie rescue-stainless steel, or collie 
rescue-general.
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Lu.iector gets doggone overhaul
P O O C H E S :  V o l u n t e e r s  h e lp  R i c h a r d  H a l l  s p a y ,  n e u t e r ,  a d o p t  o u t  s o m e  
ui ilia nuu d o g s .

The Associated Press 
(P u b lis h e d : M ay 5, 2 0 0 3 )

FAIRBANKS -- Richard Hall's dog yard became 
more manageable this week after about 100 
local volunteers set up an assembly line to 
spay, neuter, euthanize or adopt out many of 
the nearly 400 dogs he was keeping.

The volunteers spayed or neutered 70 to 100 
dogs a day at a makeshift clinic in the 
Goldstream Valley.

all has roughly 200 dogs lefL-Bui^e's still 
"m onm luu ttlij dogs-thajAvere-put-down or 
released for adoption. Volunteers are caring for 
the dozens of dogs as they wait for permanent 
homes.

"There's been a tear or two. It's just kind of sad 
to walk around and realize ... there's some I 
shouldn't have parted with," Hall said. "Anyhow, 
it will get better. I hope."

The endeavor to help Hall downsize and get his 
dogs physically fit -- some dogs suffered from 
malnutrition, dehydration and other ailments -- 
came after Hall told a couple of local 
veterinarians he was worried about his ability to 
maintain all his dogs.

Richard Hall had almost 400 
dogs on his property in 

Fairbanks. A community effort 
spearheaded by the Humane 
Society of the United States 

helped spay, neuter or 
euthanize them. Some were 

adopted. (Photo by John  
Hanen /  Fairbanks Daily 

News-M iner)

The volunteer effort took months to plan. It 
involved an outpouring of donations from 
community groups, veterinarians and local businesses.

Click on photo to enlarge

Animal control officials say there were regular complaints against Hall, but 
each time he responded. Over the years, the borough has regularly cited Hall 
for offenses such as dogs that weren't immunized or were running loose.

"Mr. Hall was basically trying to do things to the best of his abilities. He had 
no malicious intent," said Tim Biqqane, who oversees animal control for the

i or: 5/6/2003 S:53 AM

http://www.adn.com/a


Anchorage Daily News | Collector gets doggone overhaul wysiwyg;//35/http:/Avww.adn.com/a)aska/story/3067405p-3090772c.html

stores and services 
statewide.

o i  N e w s
Find your child's 
classroom in 
SchoolNews. Also, 
learn about 
Newspapers in • 
Frlurarirvn.

o m m u r u t y  
N e w s
Check our free Web 
sites for non-profit 
roups.

j- '
_ ALASKA

LODGES

f i. f l fc j
■ m m

Five
Riverside
Lodges

Fairbanks North S ta r  Borough.

"H e 's  gu ilty  o f having a caring heart ,"  B iggane s a y s ,  and crack ing down d idn 't 
se e m  right.

"W h en  wo get into the jud ic ia ry  p r o c e s s ,  i t ' s  a s lo w  p r o c e s s .  I t ' s  not benefic ia l 
to e ith e r  party. I t  takes a lot of t ime and a b t  o f  m o n e y ."

Dave Pauli, regional d irecto r  for the Humane S o c ie t y  o f the  United S ta te s ,  
sa id  the effort involv ing Hall i s  a unique one.

Pauli t ra v e ls  the co u n try  handling animal c r i s e s .  He d o e sn 't  often re sp ond  to 
m ulti-animal c a s e s  involving a s in g le  o w ner ,  e sp e c ia l ly  w ithout im petu s from 
the co u rt s .

"Any legal re co u r se  would have been a long , d ragged-out affair, and 
so m e b o d y  would have had to care for th o se  400 a n im a ls , "  Pauli sa id .

" I  th ink Mr. Hall i s  making great e ffo r t s  in try ing  to ( co m p ro m ise ) .  He was 
' ie r fu l .  He made m any, many tough d e c i s io n s  each  d a y ."

Half o f  H a ll 's  d o g s  w ere  euthanized , adopted o r  put in fo s te r  ca re . D o g s  w ere  
put down fo r  r e a so n s  su ch  a s  ill tem peram ent o r  bad health .

A borough an im al-contro l o ff ice r  i s  looking a fte r 7 4  d o g s  on h e r  property in 
r . . ! . h a .  T h o s e  d o g s  are available fo r  adoption.

Hall s a y s  he m i s s e s  the d o g s  that are g one . He w as reached  by ce ll phone at 
a g ro c e ry  s to re ,  w here  he had stopped to buy hot d o g s  to u se  to a d m in iste r  
m ed ic ine  to so m e  of h i s  remain ing a n im a ls .

d o e sn 't  be lieve in euthaniz ing d o g s ,  but h e ' s  had to co m p ro m ise  that 
p h i lo so p h y .

" I  w a s  w a re ho u s ing  so m e  m an-eaters ,  so m e  really  bad c h a r a c t e r s , "  he sa id . 
T h e  Humane S o c ie ty  "kind o f got me to cha ge the p h i lo so p h y  on s o m e  of 
that s tu f f . "

Hall a p p rec ia te s  the effort to help h im : "A burich o f  good peonle 
v o lu n te e red ."

Je a n n e  O lso n ,  a borough veterinarian w ho helped o rg a n ize  the effort, said 
v o lu n te e r s  are working to help Hall reo rgan ize  h i s  yard and co m e  up with a 
plan to ca re  fo r  the rem ain ing dogs.
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Animal cruelty to 182 collies - (Shelby, MT - US)

Crime Date: 10/31/2002
C a se  S ta tu s :  Alleged
C a se  Updates: Available - C lick Here

A c cu se d  A b u se r( s) :

Johnathan Harman Athena Lethcoe-Harman

Case Report

Ju rors  in an animal cruelty ca se  couldn't reach a unanimous decision Wednesday Jan 
29, 2003 and a mistrial was declared. Prosecutors were unsure whether ‘ ^ey would 
p re ss  for another trial after five of the s ix  jurors voted for acquittal.

The Ju st ice  Court ca se  of Alaskans Jo n  Harman and Athena Lethcoe-Harman drew 
wide attention after they were arrested trying to c r o s s  the border at the Sweet G ra ss  
Port of Entry last Halloween, their tractor-trailer carrying about 180  animais -  most of 
them collie dogs.

The Harmans, who said they were moving from Alaska to Arizona, were charged with 
1 8 1  counts of animal cruelty. S ince their arrest the morning ol Nov. 1 ,  their animals 
have been housed at the Shelby Fairgrounds, at what became known as "Camp 
Collie."

iic

U

E

r
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r

The Harmans contended delays at the border worsened an already difficult situation. 
"A lot of jurors went back and forth. They just finally got to a point where they couldn't 
get unanimous," sh e  said.

Defense attorney Scott Albers said Lethcoe-Harman was a tremendous breeder of 
collies. “I doubt that there are any collie breeders in the country that would live up to 
the standards that sh e  does. She has nothing but s u c c e s s  as a breedei of non-carrier 
CEA (collie eye anomaly) dogs, and the circumstances here were very unfortunate."

The jury deliberated seven and one-half hours. Only one juror wanted to convict the 
dog owners; the other five wanted to acquit.

"All I can say is, our job is to determine whethei or not we v re convinced beyond a 
reasonable doubt," the jury forewoman said. "You have to do what you feel and know 
in your heart is  right."

The trial lasted seven days, far longer than expected. The defense lawyer praised 
Shelby residents' efforts on behalf of the collies but said the caregivers have no 
ownership claim.

"You must let (the Harmans) go and you must give them their dogs bad.," he told the 
jury in closing arguments. "You must decide: Are these dogs fit and sa le  with her? If 
they are, then sh e  must get them back."

http://www.pct-abusc.com/database/dciaiIs.php?cascJd=712&statc=MT&country=US&pag... 5/7/2003
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Case Updates

P osted : Apr 24, 2003 - 10 :55 AM

Teton County Ju st ice  of the Peace Pete Howard said he'll now go to work finding a 
place to retry the Harmans. Howard said he 's  looking to retry the c a se  in Anaconda, 
Butte or Helena - out of the reach of the Great Falls media, where publicity about the 
collies could hinder efforts to seat an unbiased jury. Howard hopes to preside over 
the trial the week of May 1 2  or May 19 ,  he said.

Guardians of Camp Collie in Shelby are glad to hear that Camp Collie II will soon  be 
open for b u s ine ss .  Nearly 200 collies will be relocated to Great Falls beginning as 
early a s Friday, a justice of the peace ruled on Wed April 24.
Source : Great Falls Tribune

P osted : Mar 28, 2003 - 9 :38 AM

Montana's Supreme Coud issued a stay Thursday in the ca se  of accused collie 
abusers Jo n  Harman and Athena Lethcoe-Harman, which means plans to retry the 
couple on animal cruelty charges are on hold until the hiqh court decides whether a 
second  trial is  justified.

P o sted : Mar 22, 2003 - 1 1 :0 0  AM

The attorney for accused collie abusers Jo n  Harman and Athena Lethcoe-Harman is 
asking Montana's Supreme Court to rule out a retrial of the animal cruelty ca se  on 
grounds that the Harmans shouldn't be tried twice for the same alleged crime.
Even if the Supreme Court votes down the motion it could delay the second  trial, 
which was tentatively planned for mid- to late-April. Toole County Attorney Merle 
Raph i s  asking Teton County Ju st ice  of the Peace Pete Howard to hold the trial 
somewhere other than Shelby, where publicity about the ca se  has made it difficult to 
find jurors who haven’t already formed an opinion about the Harmans' guilt.
More info: Great Falls Tribune

P osted : Mar 4, 2003 - 12 :5 4  PM

The Harmans will in fact be re-tried. The trial is  expected to take place in mid to late 
April after he 's  had a chance to sort through motions, Judge Pete Howard said. I le'll 
determine the location of the trial in a matter of weeks, depending in pari on whether 
a change of venue is  requested.

More info: Great Falls T ribune

P osted : Feb 27, 2003 - 5 : 1 2  PM

A Teton County justice of the peace i s  scheduled to hear arguments in Choteau 
Monday for and against d ism issing animal cruelty charges against an Alaska couple.

P o sted : Feb 16 ,  2003 - 8 :26 PM

Stymied by a mistrial, Toole County will go to court a second  time to try collie owners 
Jo n  Harman and Athena Lethcoe-Harman of Alaska on cruelty-to-ammal charges, 
County Attorney Merle Raph announced Friday.
Source:
http7AwMkqftBatfaltstfibune.com/news/stories/20030201/localnews/896167.htm)
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Couple accused of animal abuse appear in court
S3 Email to a Friend »  Printer Friendly Version

(B r isto l-W TN H , Mar. IS, 2004 5:00 PM) _
E a rl ie r  th i s  m onth  a u th o r it ie s  took 7  
Afghan hound from  a Plymouth cou p le , 
sa y in g  the  d o g s  w ere  s ta rv in g  and in poor 
hea lth . T o d a y  the cou p le  appeared in 
co u r t  to face animal a b u se  ch a rg e s .

« Watch the story by News Channel 8's Jodi Latina
" I  j u s t  hope  so m e o n e  would s e e  ou r s id e  
o f the s t o r y  and u n d er sta n d , you know, 
w e 're  not bad p e o p le ,"  sa id  Ken L i s c in sk y .

Ken and Patricia L i s c in sk y  gave  up th e ir  
life out W e s t  and d rove  in th e ir  RV to 
C o n n e ct icu t  fo r  a fam ily  c r i s e s .  Now tne 
L i s c in s k y ' s  find t h e m se lv e s  trapped in an 
an im al c ru e lty  c a se ,  one  they  sa y  h a u nts  
them  daily .

"You know , you hea r s e v e n  Afghan h o u n d s  s ta rv in g  to death  liv ing in 
a m obile  h o m e , but it w a sn 't  that w a y ,"  Patricia L i s c in sk y  sa id .

L i s c in sk y  a d m it s  p h o to s  taken by a u th o r it ie s  the day th e ir  d o g s  w ere  
s e iz e d  are heart  w re n ch in g .  But s h e  s a y s  A fghan h o u n d s  are a thin 
breed by nature and s h e  and h e r  h u sb a n d ,  a lthough dog b re e d e r s  o f 
2 5  y e a r s ,  have j u s t  d i sc o v e re d  the d o g s  had m a nge  m ite s .

"W e  w ere  try ing to f igure  out what the prob lem  w a s  at t i e  t im e. It  
w a s  on ly  a w eek and a day w hen  they  took tne c o g s  w e  w ere  go ing  to 
go to the vet  to find out what w a s w ro n g . "

H

C
O u ts id e  B r is to l  S u p e r io r  Court anim al r ig h t s  p ro t e s t o r s  sa y  th i s  c a se  is  
c le a r  cu t .

" I f  you sh a v e  our dog down and s e e  op en  s o r e s  w hat do you d o?  You 
get m ed ica l a ^ e n t io n  for that d o g ,"  sa id  Donna Faust .
" S O  you b e l ieve  they  sh o u ld n 't  g e t  the d o g s  back?"
"A b so lu te ly  not. T h e y  sh o u ld n 't  own any a n im a l."
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