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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the ]
committee name

committee on .dated

bill/subject

Hello,

My name is Cheryl Brummer, Administrative Assistant for Mat-Su College. | am
in support of the budget for FY/03 for the University of Alaska, Anchorage.
The college is based upon a multitude of educational avenues which this
funding supports. By denying these allocations you will be denying the
growth of our state through very vital means. Our state needs to approve the
funding request to help educate the people of Alaska. We need to encourage
these people to make the state of Alasna their choice to live and work in,
instead of allowing them to leave our fine state to spend there money and
lives elsewhere.

Thank you

Cheryl Brummer

Administrative Assistant

Mat-Su College

pnclb@matsu.alaska.edu


mailto:pnclb@matsu.alaska.edu

April 17,2002
To the Senate Finance Committee:

I apologize for not being able to be present this evening, but | wanted to give you the chance to
consider my concerns. As lhave worked for the Division of Family and Youth Services since
1999,1am hoping that you can utilize my expertise in considering the impacts of the budget cuts
on Alaska’s children. Ispend every day protecting children and working for their best interests,
therefore it is my responsibility to speak for them now. | am specifically referring to the cuts in
foster care, subsidized adoption programs and alcohol programs.

Many children are removed from their unsafe homes every year, many ofwhich never return
home. Those that do not return home rely on foster homes to adequately care for them and
protect them. You must keep in mind that the majority of these children are affected by a lifetime
of trauma, dating back to in utero. Therefore, they have special needs and the caregivers need
special skills to fulfill those needs. There are many families with wonderful intentions and big
hearts that are willing to take in these children, but they need financial assistance in doing so.
Even now, the funds for foster homes i8 understated and | fear the repercussions mr ’tping those
funds even further. As a result, there will be less available homes and substantial!; ;s that are
willing to adopt. Overall, permanency for children will decrease and children linge.mg in the
system will increase. We have developed laws to address these issues, but those laws cannot be
upheld without the necessary resources. In essence, we will all be working against our own
goals. Why would we do that?

As for cutting funding for the alcohol programs, the consequences seem clear. |f we take away
the resources which allow parents to rehabilitate themselves, children will be unable to return
home (with less available foster homes.) Alcohol abuse is a substantial problem in Alaska, and
our state needs the resources to match the magnitude of the problem. Idon’t understand how we
can decrease the resolution while the problem continues lo increase. Alaska is knowifor its
alcohol problem*, and we will then be know for ignoring it. The future of our stale would be held
in the hands ofa large population of cK'drcn diagnosed with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome.

There are consequences to every choice we make. Social services has a history of being
underfunded, despite the effects on human beings. Those effects are easy to ignore if you are not
the foster child needing a home and needing love. Just put yourself in that child’s shoes for a
moment, and 1am certain you would reconsider the options.

Thank you for your time and understanding.
Sara Childress, MSW

722 Sunset Drive, Apt. C
Anchorage, AK 99501
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| oppose the proposed 25% cut to the Human Services Community Matching Grant. As

a Board member of the North Star Youth Court, which has received funding from this

source, | want to say:

1. The NSYC reduces the burden on the juvenile justice system and the court system by
prosecuting juvenile misdemeanors. The NSYC allows teenagers to perform a needed

service for the community and to learn about the law and the effects ofjuvenile crime.

2. The NSYC delivers a message to youthful offenders that crime is wrong. Without
the NSYC, young offenders either suffer no consequences or else undergo full formal

court proceedings with state attorneys, probation officers, a superior courtjudge, etc.

3. The NSYC, as all the other youth courts in Alaska, depends on grants such as the
Human Services Community block grants. Grant money to the NSYC produces a lot of
bang for the buck, since much of our work is done by volunteers. But we hale to

maintain an office, staff, and overhead, to keep track of court cases and follow up on

1506 3rd Avc.
Fairbanks AfC 99701
(907)451-2954
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PROFESSIONAL c'"
MARINER

Journal of the Maritime Industry April/May 2002
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M ARITIME CASUALTIES

was underway in the Chatham Strait, about 30 miles
southwest of Juneau, en route to Sitka. The ship has the
capacity for 971 passengers; at the time of the accident
there were 434 passengers and 63 crew aboard. Three pas-
sengers were evacuated by Coast Guard helicopter for
medical conditions that existed before the fire, while die
remaining passengers and a stowaway were transferred to
another AMHS ferry, Tabu, after the two vessels ren-
dezvoused. .*

According to the NTSB, the transfer of the passengers
xa Taku “was executed in a umely and effective manner
and was well coordinated with shoresidc management.”

_The WTSB also noted that the passenger and crew
muster was well coordinated. There- were nounjuries or
deadis as a result of the accident, but the cost of repair to'

I,“..the ship is'estimated to be $2-million. A';-j « iy

;" Once theV:passenger transfer’ was; completed, TEbJ,,'
towed.Columbia away from Admiralty Island so.that it:;

~.wouidvhot;run aground. -Shortly-.thereafter,; twoj*'tugs,

~ightness; of all electrical rconfng\;:.,tigll:;)s e parts’; and:,.,|
7.?*“ascertain that no tools or extiranigous materials are adnft.'
But according to the chiefengineer’ best recollection, the;" .
sVlast switchboard inspection had been performed in 1995," -
*Xbut he was not certain whether it was even done then.
~Maintenance records showed that none of the conncc-
-.".dons had been cleaned or tightened during the five-year
j-period preceding the accident! - 1, i;-5-.
During” the .winter lay-up, Alaska, Ship and Drydpck
T .workers had made some modifications to the switchboard.’
-mThe Coast Guard approved die modifications to the elec- -
'j trical drawings, and inspected and approved the work.-.'-
On three occasions, shipyard electricians entered the
enclosure to work on the iswitchboard.'On the first occa-
rsion, an AMHS port engineer was present to assure that
. the work was properly done. Oo the subsequent two occa-
sions, no rcwmembcror AMHS representative was pre-
sent to inspect the work while it was in progress or when
it was completed. ; £ T EE *
The NTSB recommended the AMHS conduct annual
_m switchboard inspections, verify outside contractors’ work,
develop comprehensive pre-fire plans including proce-
dures for engine-room fires, and provide a backup com-
munications system between the bridge and engine room.
-, -

John Snyder
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Journal of the Maritime Industry April/May2002

Igaulty electrical connection,
r MR -

loose bolt suspected m ferry fire

A faulty connection or a loose boit falling into a swita-
baard probably caused the fire abooard the ferryc otum bia,
» the National Transportation Safety Board hes conduded.
.The fire on the flagship of the Alaska Marine 'Highway.
System on June 6, 2000, (PM #50) broke out in the engine)
control room3 main switchboard. The NTSB sad thet the

1cycling can gradually
loosen electrical connections, and although crewmerhbers
had used an infrared thermographic inspection program to
seach for fauity connections; they had never used it to

Inspect the switchiboard3 intemal connections. A faulty con-
nection could have developed and remained undetected fora
considerable period of time.

Aloose balt may aso have caused the arcing thet led to the
fire. A boit fused to twoweshers wes found in the switchooard

panel
) Areport by the Jons Hopkins University Applied Prysics
alsp concluded thet the cause of the fire wes most
likely afality donnection or the loose bolt. Analysis of the bait
and |ts location in the switchboard inciicate thet it wes the
probable cause of the initial arcing,
. The incident occurred & lhe 418-foot pessager/car fenry

|rS|fr JiJ=3- o't \/



FROM

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Janice Louden (Fairbanks)
President
Suellen Appcllaf(Sunan)
1st VP, Leadership
Dawn Wenger (EImendorrAFB)
2nd VP, Membership
Lew Tobin (Nome)
3rd VP, Legislation
Carol Ortiz (Anchorage)
4th VP, Programs
Dee Parsons (EImendorfAFB)
Secretary
Robyn Cassidy (Kadiak)
Treasurer

REGION VICE PRESIDENTS

Marlene Lew is (Bethel)
Region 1 Vice President
viletta Knight (Fairbanks)
Region 2 Vice President
Jefflossee (Anchorage)
Region 4 vice President
Amy Bowen (Kenai)
Region 5 Vice President
Diane Gubatayao (Ketchikan)
Region 6 Vice President

COUNCIL PRESIDENTS

Carol Bushnell (Indian)
Anchorage Council President
Naomi Walsworth (Fairbanks)
Fairbanks Council President
Kim Stahl (Ketchikan)
Ketchikan Council President
PatHogan (Wastlla)
Mat/Su Council President

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Ken Mecgregor (Sitka)
Bylaws
Peggy Brown (Anchorage)
Health & Safety
Pet Blaknty (Anchorage)
Convention Chair
Carol Ortiz (Anchorage)
Arts Education
Suellen Appellor (Sutton)
Technology
Beth Webber (Ft. Richardson)
Ways & Means
Darlene Thornton (Juneau)
Parent Involvement/Educallon

Paula Pawtowskl (Anchorage)
Past President
Dawn Cross omce Manager

Office Phone: 907-279*93/*
Fexi 907-222-2401
Email) ak_offlceOpte.org
W ebjrtci http://www .akpt*.
org

PO Box 201490
Anchorago, AK 99320-1496

> ALASKA PTR EueryChild OneUoice FAX NO. :

1907222401 Apr. 16 2002 08:36AM

A laska

P m
Whild.o<<evoice.

| April 18, 2002

To members of the Senate Finance Committee;

The annual state PTA convention is happening today in Anchorage
concurrently with this opportunity to testify. Thus, many of us are
unable to personally testify at our local UOs. On behalf of the
13,000 strong membership of the Alaska State PTA, we STRONGLY
urge you to fund education at the $190 per student level for FY 03.
Increased education funding is consistently one of our most
important priorities as we witness the erosion of quality education
for our students due to ongoing inflation and other Increased

costs.

Members of PTA units throughout the state can testify to the fact
that we are being called upon more and more to raise funds locally
to help meet basic educational needs within our schools. Each year
we witness the loss of essential programs that motivate our
children to learn and succeed. We are losing the competitive edge
in attracting excellentteachers and administrators to come to
Alaska. This is happening at a time when we have established
higher standards and greater expectations for our students.

We understand the need to solve the state fiscal gap, but not at
the expense of your mandated duty to maintain a strong school
system statewide. Quality education for Alaska's children must be
the #1 priority. Please vote to Increase state education funding.

f

=7
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Senate Finance Com m ittee Testimony
Senior Supportfor Full Funding ofthe

Human Services Community M atching GrantProgram

My name is Denise Daniello and | reside at 3844 Ullrbahn Road, Fairbanks, AK
99709. I am the executive director of the North Star Council on Aging, Senior
Center. I, along with 115 registered Alaskan voters, the majority of whom are
Fairbanks area seniors, support full funding for the Human Sendees Community
Matching Grant program as demonstrated by this petition. The HSCMG provides
crit cal funding for the Meals on Wheels service administered by the North Star
Council on Aging.

Meals on Wheels is a vital community service for elderly people. It not only
provides hot nutritious food to feed the body, but a caring delivery person who
nourishes the soul. For some elderly people, especially those who live outside the
city" limits, the Meals on Wheels driver may be the only human contact a person
will have all clay.

The North Star Council on Aging provides the Meals on Wheels service for 143
homebound seniors of the Fairbanks area targeting at-risk elders who are frail,
disabled and/or financially in need. Ofthose individuals, 94% (134 persons)
suffer from crippling arthritis, heart disease, Parkinson’s disease or Alzheimer’s,
66% (95 persons) are low-income earning less than $1,000 per month, and 63%
(90 persons) are categorized as both medically impaired and financially in need.
Meals on Wheels enhances the quality of life by providing healthy food and social
contact for these individuals.

Meals on Wheels is cost-effective. The home-delivered meal helps the elderly
stay healthy and remain in their own homes, where they want to be, as opposed
to being placed in a nursing facility for illnesses related to malnutrition. The
daily room and board rate at the Fairbanks Memorial Hospital is $826, as
compared to $9.48 for a MOW meal.

The demand for Meals on Wheels is increasing. Today, we have 21 elderly people
on a waitlist for Meals on Wheels. We need more funding for senior services, not
less.

Last year, the North Star Council on Aging prepared 41,500 meals, traveled
36,400 miles delivering meals, and used our $50,000 HSCMG grant to leverage
almost $300,000 in outside funds. The HSCMG is a sound community
investment we support. Thank you.



We, who have signed our names below, receive the Meals on Wheels service from the North Star Council on Aging,
Senior Center in Fairbanks, Alaska. We apﬁremate Meals on Wheels and support full funding for the Human Services
Community Matching Grant progrartn t?ﬁt kel\r;s to fund this service. Please do not cut this important grant

get. Thank You.
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We, who have signed our names bolow, receive the Meals on Wheels service from the North Star Council on Aging,

Senior Center in Fairbanks, Alaska. We a
Community Matching Grant program that
program from the legislative bu
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reciate Meals on Wheeis and support full funding for the Human Services
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We, who have signed our names below, receive the Meals on Wheels service from the North Star Council on Aging,
Senior Center inFairbanks, Alaska. We aplﬁ)remate Meals on Wheels and support full funding for the u man Services

Community Matching Grant program that
program from the legislative bu
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We, who have signed our names below, receive the Meals on Wheels service from the North Star Council on Aging,
Senior Center in Fairbanks, Alaska. We appreciate Meals on Wheels and support full funding for the Human Services
Community Matching Grant program that helps to fund this service. Please do not cut this important grant

program from the legislative budget. Thank You.
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fl

We, who have siPned our names below, wport full funding for the Human Services Community Matching Grant |
Erq rarrp( th%\tK helps to fund the Meals on Wheels service provided by the North Star Council on Aging, Senior Center in
airbanks, AK.

Please do notcutthis importantgrant program from the legislative budget. Thank You.
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We, who have siPned our names below, support full funding for the Human Services Community Matching Grant
Erq rarrll( ththhe ps to fund the Meals on Wheels service provided by the North Star Council on Aging, Senior Center in
airbanks, AK.

Please do notcutthis importantgrant program from the legislative budget. Thank You.
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We, who have signed our names below, support full funding for the Human Services Community Matching Grant
Ero ranﬂ( thth helps to fund the Meals on Wheels service provided by the North Star Council on Aging, Senior Center in
airbanks, AK.

Please do notcutthis importantgrant program from the legislative budget. Thank You.

PLEASE PRINT
Last Name First Name Mailing Address City State Zip Code Signature
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April 18, 2002

Alaska State Legislature Senators:

RE: SB 340 Permanent Fund Dividend ‘HOLD HARMVLESS”
PROVISION REPEAL

| strongly oppose SB 340, that directly affects the Alaska N ative
population served by the Community Services Department of the
Fairbanks Native Association. The membership of Fairbanks

N ative Association serves the Native population of5000 residing
in the Fairbanks North Star Borough. The Community Services
Department clientele depends on the permanent fund for winter
clothing, their children’s school supplies and other essential needs
notprovided by other financial resources. Also, the permanent
fund allows families to purchase eyeglasses and medical supplies
notprovided by the health care system. Again, on behalfthe
Community Services clientele (approximately 677 clients) and the
N ative community, | strongly oppose SB 340. Thank you.
Sincerely, Freda M. W illiams, Director, Community Services
Department, phone (907) 452-5225, fax (907) 452-6355
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April 182002

To Members ofthe Senate Finance Committee:

We are currently attending our State PTA convention in Anchorage. As members ofthe
Fairbanks community, and representing more than 22 local Parent-Teacher Association,
wc strongly encourage you to increase education. Funding by the $190 per student level
for FY 03.

Parent-Teachcr Associations in Fairbanks regularly donate funds for numerous reasons to
help meet basic educational needs in our schools. Each year we are being asked to do
more with less - this at a time when we have established higher standards and greater
expectations for both students and teachers.

Quality education is our priority. We believe it is yours too. We hope you will show
your support by voting to increase state education funding.

Naomi Walsworth, Fairbanks Council of PTA President
Viletta Knight, Alaska PTA Regional Il Vice President.
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April 15, 2002

Southeast Region Emergency Medical Services Council
P.O. Box 259 100 Clothilde Bahovec Way Silka, Alaska 99835 907-747-8005

Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey
Alaska Legislators

Dear Sir or Madam:

As the governing body of the Southeast Region EMS Council, we are writing to
protest any cuts to the State EMS office or the Regional EMS Councils. Any cuts to
these prigrams erode the infrastructure of support that has been meticulously built
over the past 25 years. These cuts would effect the VOLUNTEER EMS systems

around the state.

Many of our sendees are no longer in existence or have decreased their level of
training because of depleted funds for training and equipping these volunteers.
Man}' systems depend on the local municipality or governing board for support and
since the municipal revenue sharing funds have been slashed, there is less money

than ever to provide for basic needs.

Cuts to the EMS program will translate in elimination of the mini-grant program.
These funds usually provided through the State EMS Operating grant allows for the
purchase of disposable supplies, ambulance insurance, training needs, gas and
equipment. The scholarship program also established by SEREMS to help with
costs associated with training will no longer be available to volunteers, greatly
impacting the finances of the services.

Cuts may also translate in loss of stafT at the regional level, which in turn will
eliminate programs such as our pediatric injury prevention program and our
CPR/First Aid program. That in turn translates into more children impr, )ﬁeat—

WHMWW@%& 4(s5is

Lastyear the Governor proposed and the legislature provided for 'seed’money with
the Code Blue project. That small investment from the state was combined with
four other funding sources to provide almost $6million in EMS capital equipment
throughout the state. Although this funding was put to good use replacing aging
ambulances and outdated equipment, more is needed to continue improving our
system.

At a time that increases to the EMS grants is desperately needed, please consider
carefully any cuts to our operating and capital budgets as the volunteer EMS
systems who serve Alaska may no longer exist. The Alaska EMS motto is Neighbor
Helping Neighbor. Please help them do their jobs!



Respectfully submitted,

The Southeast Region Emergency Medical Council
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Governor Tony Knowles
Commissioner Jay Livey
State of Alaska Legislators

Dear Sir/Madam:

As the Executive Director of the Southeast Region EMS Council, | would like to
protest any budget cuts being considered to the State EMS office or to the

Regional EMS Councils.

Our EMS system is built on the volunteers of this state. Currently, EMS
systems statewide are suffering from the lack of local support due to cuts to the
municipal revenue sharing, downturns in local economies and the tremendous
costs of training. The services are also being decimated by the inability to
recruit and retain ] .-ehospital providers.

Many services no longer existin communities such as Port Protection, Coffman
Cove, Pt. Baker, Port Alexander, Edna Bay, Meyers Chuck, Naukati, Hyder to
name just a few. Many others, such as Klawock, Hollis, Craig, Petersburg,
Skagway, Kake, Hoonah and Y akatat are struggling to maintain their current
levels of certification. Even larger services such as Sitka, Ketchikan and
Juneau depend on volunteers to keep the costs of providing prehospital services

ata minimum.

With the demands placed on EMS by the tourism, fishing and mining industries
and the lack of available funds to help these volunteers offset the skyrocketing
costs of training, many will cease to exist. This means that there will be no

EMS response to cries for help.

Funding for the Regional EMS offices has been comparatively fiat for the past 8
years. The Regional offices have cut programs, been unable to provide
management assistance, reduced emplo3'ee benefits and have been unable to
provide for basic training needs in rural Alaska. This has affected our
infrastructure. Cuts to the SE Region EMS budget will be reflected in the loss
of mini-grant funds to the communities. These mini-grants are sometimes the
ONLY source ofrevenue these EMS have, except for the local bake sales. They
are used to pay forinsurance on their ambulances, gas, disposable supplies,
and the filling of oxygen tanks. Itwould also mean the scholarship fund that
was established to help reduce the costs of training for volunteers would cease
to be available.



In light of the events of September 11, 2001, it does not make much sense to
cut the support to our first line of defenders - the volunteer EMS providers. At
a time when more funding is desperately needed to re-build whole systems, it
seems ludicrous to slash the small ofamount of funding that remains.

Funds allocated by the Legislature last year for the Code Blue project allowed
for the partnership of five different funding sources that totaled approximately
$6 million. More seed’money is needed to replace aging ambulances, outdated
equipment and improving training.

With the constant threat of natural disasters (earthquakes, tsunamis,
avalanches, and destructive storms) and the more recent threat ofweapons of
mass destruction, building a solid foundation of basic responders is essential.
They must be recruited, trained, equipped and supported if we expect their help
in times of need.

Please find enclosed many letters protesting the potential cuts to the EMS
budget. These are the people who will be on the receiving end of these cuts.
They may or may not be there when you need them.

Sincerely,

Executive Director
Southeast Region EMS Council
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Gail Tharpe-Luccro
SEREMS Board Member
P O Box9

Angoon, AK 99820
April 15, 2002

Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey
Alaska State Legislature
Alaska State Capital
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Servants of Alaska,

At a time when the legislature is looking for a place to reduce it fiscal expenditures,
it is important to emphasize the importance of fully funding emergency medical
services in Alaska. The interactions that | have been privilege to have with
Southeast Regional Emergency Medical Services has shown them to be a dedicate
group of people who work tirelessly to assist rural communities and volunteers to
provide critical services.

Moneys SEREMS receives from grants and appropriations arc allocated to provide
communities with training, equipment and information that these communities
would not have access to otherwise. The SEREMS staff works diligently to stay in
touch with the communities that they serve. They do this in order to have realistic
information about problems and need that exist. This is a high priority to the
SEREMS staff to ensure that the financial assistance they distribute is done so in a
manner to best serve the needs of a very diverse region.

I am asking the legislature to fully support EMS services. | hope that the legislature

realizes that at this time of increased concern for need of emergency response
capabilities increased support would be a more appropriate response.

Sincerely,
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