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Please en ter into the record my testim ony to the

com m ittee on

com m ittee nam e 

.d a te d
bill/subject

Alaska State Legislature

H e llo ,
My name i s  C hery l Brummer, A d m in is t r a t iv e  A s s i s t a n t  f o r  M at-Su C o lle g e . I  am 
in  s u p p o r t o f  th e  b u d g e t f o r  FY/03 f o r  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f A la sk a , A nchorage. 
The c o l le g e  i s  b ased  upon a m u l t i tu d e  o f  e d u c a t io n a l  avenues w hich t h i s  
fu n d in g  s u p p o r ts .  By den y in g  th e s e  a l l o c a t io n s  you w i l l  be den y in g  th e  
g row th  o f  o u r s t a t e  th ro u g h  v e ry  v i t a l  m eans. Our s t a t e  needs to  ap p ro v e  th e  
fu n d in g  r e q u e s t  to  h e lp  e d u c a te  th e  p e o p le  o f  A lask a . We need  to  en co u rag e  
th e s e  p eo p le  to  make th e  s t a t e  o f  A lasna  t h e i r  c h o ic e  to  l i v e  and work in ,  
in s t e a d  o f  a l lo w in g  them to  le a v e  o u r f in e  s t a t e  to  spend th e r e  money and 
l i v e s  e lse w h e re .
Thank you 
C h ery l Brummer 
A d m in is t r a t iv e  A s s i s t a n t  
M at-Su C o lle g e  
pnclb@ m atsu. a l a s k a . edu

mailto:pnclb@matsu.alaska.edu


April 17,2002

I apologize for not being able to be present this evening, but I wanted to give you the chance to 
consider my concerns. As 1 have worked for the Division of Family and Youth Services since 
1999,1 am hoping that you can utilize my expertise in considering the impacts of the budget cuts 
on Alaska’s children. I spend every day protecting children and working for their best interests, 
therefore it is my responsibility to speak for them now. I am specifically referring to the cuts in 
foster care, subsidized adoption programs and alcohol programs.

Many children are removed from their unsafe homes every year, many o f which never return 
home. Those that do not return home rely on foster homes to adequately care for them and 
protect them. You must keep in mind that the majority of these children are affected by a lifetime 
of trauma, dating back to in utero. Therefore, they have special needs and the caregivers need 
special skills to fulfill those needs. There are many families with wonderful intentions and big 
hearts that are willing to take in these children, but they need financial assistance in doing so. 
Even now, the funds for foster homes i§ understated and I fear the repercussions ■ r ’tping those 
funds even further. As a result, there will be less available homes and substantial!; ;s that are 
willing to adopt. Overall, permanency for children will decrease and children linge.mg in the 
system will increase. We have developed laws to address these issues, but those laws cannot be 
upheld without the necessary resources. In essence, we will all be working against our own 
goals. Why would we do that?

As for cutting funding for the alcohol programs, the consequences seem clear. If we take away 
the resources which allow parents to rehabilitate themselves, children will be unable to return 
home (with less available foster homes.) Alcohol abuse is a substantial problem in Alaska, and 
our state needs the resources to match the magnitude of the problem. I don’t understand how we 
can decrease the resolution while the problem continues lo increase. Alaska is knowifor its 
alcohol problem*, and we will then be know for ignoring it. The future o f our stale would be held 
in the hands of a large population of cK'drcn diagnosed with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome.

There are consequences to every choice we make. Social services has a history of being 
underfunded, despite the effects on human beings. Those effects are easy to ignore if you are not 
the foster child needing a home and needing love. Just put yourself in that child’s shoes for a 
moment, and 1 am certain you would reconsider the options.

Thank you for your time and understanding.

Sara Childress, MSW 
722 Sunset Drive, Apt. C 
Anchorage, AK 99501

To the Senate Finance Committee:
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I oppose the proposed 25%  cut to the Hum an Services C om m unity M atching Grant. As 

a Board m em ber o f  the N orth Star Youth Court, w hich has received funding from this 

source, I w ant to say:

1. The NSYC reduces the burden on the juven ile  ju s tice  system  and the court system  by 

prosecuting juven ile  m isdem eanors. The N SY C allow s teenagers to perform  a needed 

service for the com m unity  and to learn about the law and the effects o f  juven ile  crime.

2. The N SY C delivers a m essage to youthful offenders that crim e is w rong. W ithout 

the N SYC, young offenders either suffer no consequences or else undergo full formal 

court proceedings with state attorneys, probation officers, a superior court judge, etc.

3. The NSY C, as all the other youth courts in A laska, depends on grants such as the 

H um an Services Com m unity block grants. G rant m oney to the NSYC produces a lot o f  

bang for the buck, since m uch o f  our work is done by volunteers. But we h a \e  to 

m aintain an office, staff, and overhead, to keep track o f  court cases and follow up on

1506 3rd Avc. 
Fairbanks A fC 99701 
(9 0 7 )451-2954
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M A R I T I M E  C A S U A L T I E S

was underway in the Chatham Strait, about 30 miles 
southwest of Juneau, en route to Sitka. The ship has the 
capacity for 971 passengers; at the time of the accident 
there were 434 passengers and 63 crew aboard. Three pas­
sengers were evacuated by Coast Guard helicopter for 
medical conditions that existed before the fire, while die 
remaining passengers and a stowaway were transferred to 
another AMHS ferry, Tabu, after the two vessels ren­
dezvoused. . '  .

According to the NTSB, the transfer of the passengers 
xa Taku  “was executed in a umely and effective manner 
and was well coordinated with shoresidc management.”

_ The VNTSB also noted that the passenger and crew 
muster was well coordinated. There- were nounjuries or 
deadis as a result of the accident, but the cost of repair to'

I,‘..the ship is 'estimated to be $2-million. A'; - j •• I'iv-;
; ' Once theV:passenger transfer' was; completed, Tabu,;'-' 

towed.;C o lum bia  away from Admiralty Island so .that it:; 
^.wouidvhot;run aground. -Shortly-.thereafter,; twoj"tugs,

s T o v
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connections "and parts”; and:.: I
r f • v •, f'i'» i- . - •' * / ’I
ctrarieous materials are adnft.'

^tightness; of all electrical 
7.? “ascertain that no tools or extraneous 

But according to the chief engineer’s best recollection, the;' . 
:;V last switchboard inspection had been performed in 1995,' -. 
*Xbut he was not certain whether it was even done then. : 
^Maintenance records showed that none of the conncc- 
-.'.dons had been cleaned or tightened during the five-year 
j-period preceding the accident! - 1, i.;-;-.

During^ the .winter lay-up, Alaska, Ship and Drydpck ‘ 
T  . workers had made some modifications to the switchboard.'
-■ The Coast Guard approved die modifications to the elec- -' 
'j trical drawings, and inspected and approved the work.- .'--, 

On three occasions, shipyard electricians entered the 
enclosure to work on the iswitchboard.'On the first occa- 

r sion, an AMHS port engineer was present to assure that 
. the work was properly done. Oo the subsequent two occa­

sions, no rcwmembcror AMHS representative was pre­
sent to inspect the work while it was in progress or when 
it was completed. ; ‘ . ' * * *r

The NTSB recommended the AMHS conduct annual 
_■ switchboard inspections, verify outside contractors’ work, 

develop comprehensive pre-fire plans including proce­
dures for engine-room fires, and provide a backup com­
munications system between the bridge and engine room.
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lo o se  b o lt su sp e cte d  m fe rry  fire
A  faulty connection or a loose bolt falling into a switch-.: 

board probably caused the fire aboard the ferry C o l u m b i a , ’

• the National Transportation Safety Board has concluded.
.The fire on the flagship of the Alaska Marine 'Highway: 

System on June 6, 2000, (PM #50) broke out in the engine) 
control room’s, main switchboard. The NTSB said that the

1 cycling can gradually 
loosen electrical connections, and although crewmerhbers 
had used an infrared thermographic inspection program to 
search for faulty connections; they had never used it to

• ■ -'!l ; ' ; _____ ■ ■ ■  ■ '

inspect the switchboard’s internal connections. A faulty con­
nection could have developed and remained undetected fora 
considerable period of time.

A loose bolt may also have caused the arcing that led to the 
fire. A bolt fused to two washers was found in the switchboard
, r sVr’.*- 1. i •panel compartment.

A) A report by the Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics
Laboratory also concluded that the cause of the fire was most

• 1 * ’
likely a faulty connection or the loose bolt. Analysis of the bolt 
and its location in the switchboard indicate that it was the 
probable cause of the initial arcing.
. The incident occurred as the 418-foot passenger/car ferry

.'irSifr:JiJ>JSr-’.'i -»•■•": V: .»
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To members of the Senate Finance Committee:

The annual state PTA convention is happening today in Anchorage 
concurrently with this opportunity to testify. Thus, many of us are 
unable to personally testify a t our local UOs. On behalf of the 
13,000 strong membership of the Alaska State PTA, we STRONGLY 
urge you to  fund education a t the $190 per student level for FY 03. 
Increased education funding is consistently one of our most 
important priorities as we witness the erosion of quality education 
for our students due to ongoing inflation and other Increased 
costs.

Members of PTA units throughout the  state can testify to  the fact 
that we are being called upon more and more to raise funds locally 
to help m eet basic educational needs within our schools. Each year 
we witness the loss of essential programs that motivate our 
children to  learn and succeed. We are losing the competitive edge 
in attracting excellent teachers and administrators to come to 
Alaska. This is happening a t a time when we have established 
higher standards and greater expectations for our students.

We understand the need to solve the state fiscal gap, but not a t 
the expense of your mandated duty to maintain a strong school 
system statewide. Quality education for Alaska's children must be 
the #1  priority. Please vote to Increase state education funding.

PO Box 2 0 1 4 9 0  
A n ch o rag o , AK 9 9 3 2 0 -1 4 9 6

http://www.akpt*


S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  T e s t i m o n y  
S e n i o r  S u p p o r t  f o r  F u l l  F u n d i n g  o f  t h e  

H u m a n  S e r v i c e s  C o m m u n i t y  M a t c h i n g  G r a n t  P r o g r a m

My nam e is D enise D aniello and  I reside a t 3 8 4 4  U llrbahn Road, Fairbanks, AK 
9 9 7 0 9 . I am  th e  executive d irec to r of the  N orth  S ta r Council on Aging, Senior 
C enter. I, along w ith  115 reg istered  A laskan voters, the  m ajority  of w hom  are 
F airbanks a rea  sen iors, su p p o rt full funding  for th e  H um an Sendees Com m unity 
M atching G ran t p ro g ram  as d em onstra ted  by th is  petition . The HSCMG provides 
crit cal funding  for th e  M eals on W heels service adm in istered  by th e  N orth  S tar 
Council on Aging.

M eals on W heels is a vital com m unity  service for elderly  people. I t no t only 
provides ho t n u tritio u s  food to  feed the  body, b u t a caring delivery person who 
nourishes th e  soul. For som e elderly people, especially those w ho live outside the 
city'' lim its, th e  M eals on W heels d river m ay be the  only hum an  contact a person  
will have all clay.

T he N orth  S tar Council on Aging provides the  M eals on W heels service for 143  
hom ebound  sen io rs o f the  Fairbanks area targeting  a t-risk  elders who are  frail, 
d isab led  a n d /o r  financially  in need. O f those individuals, 9 4 % ( 1 3 4  persons) 
suffer from  crippling  a rth ritis , h ea rt disease, P ark in son ’s d isease o r A lzheim er’s, 
6 6 % ( 9 5  persons) are  low -incom e earn ing  less th an  $ 1 , 0 0 0  p e r m onth , and  6 3 % 
( 9 0  p ersons) are  categorized as bo th  m edically im paired  an d  financially  in need. 
M eals on W heels enhances the quality  o f life by provid ing  h ealthy  food and  social 
con tac t for th ese  individuals.

M eals on W heels is cost-effective. The hom e-delivered  m eal helps the  elderly 
stay  healthy  an d  rem ain  in th e ir own hom es, w here they w an t to be, as opposed 
to  being  placed in  a nu rsing  facility for illnesses re la ted  to m alnu trition . The 
daily room  an d  b o ard  ra te  a t the F airbanks M em orial H ospital is $ 8 2 6 , as 
com pared  to $ 9 . 4 8  fo r a M OW  m eal.

The dem and  for M eals on W heels is increasing. Today, we have 21 elderly people 
on a w aitlist fo r M eals on W heels. W e need m ore funding  fo r sen io r services, not 
less.

Last year, the  N orth  S tar Council on Aging p rep ared  4 1 , 5 0 0  m eals, traveled 
3 6 , 4 0 0  m iles delivering m eals, an d  used ou r $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  HSCMG g ran t to leverage 
alm ost $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  in ou tside  funds. The HSCMG is a sound  com m unity  
investm en t we su p p o rt. T hank you.



We, who have signed our names below, receive the Meals on Wheels service from the North Star Council on Aging, 
Senior Center in Fairbanks, Alaska. We appreciate Meals on Wheels and support full funding for the Human Services 
Community Matching Grant program that helps to fund this service. Please do not cut this important grant 
program from the legislative budget. Thank You.
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We, who have signed our names bolow, receive the Meals on Wheels service from the North Star Council on Aging, 
Senior Center in Fairbanks, Alaska. We appreciate Meals on Wheeis and support full funding for the Human Services 
Community Matching Grant program that helps to fund this service. Please do not cut this important grant 
program from the legislative budget. Thank You.
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We, who have signed our names below, receive the Meals on Wheels service from the North Star Council on Aging, 
Senior Center in Fairbanks, Alaska. We appreciate Meals on Wheels and support full funding for the u man Services 
Community Matching Grant program that helps to fund this service. Please do not cut this important grant 
program from the legislative budget. Thank You.
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We, who have signed our names below, receive the Meals on Wheels service from the North Star Council on Aging, 
Senior Center in Fairbanks, Alaska. We appreciate Meals on Wheels and support full funding for the Human Services 
Community Matching Grant program that helps to fund this service. Please do not cut this important grant 
program from the legislative budget. Thank You.

P L E A S E  P R IN T
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We, who have signed our names below, support full funding for the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
program that helps to fund the Meals on Wheels service provided by the North Star Council on Aging, Senior Center in 
Fairbanks, AK.

P l e a s e  d o  n o t  c u t  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  g r a n t  p r o g r a m  f r o m  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b u d g e t .  T h a n k  Y o u .
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We, who have signed our names below, support full funding for the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
program that helps to fund the Meals on Wheels service provided by the North Star Council on Aging, Senior Center in 
Fairbanks, AK.

P l e a s e  d o  n o t  c u t  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  g r a n t  p r o g r a m  f r o m  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b u d g e t .  T h a n k  Y o u .
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We, who have signed our names below, support full funding for the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
program that helps to fund the Meals on Wheels service provided by the North Star Council on Aging, Senior Center in 
Fairbanks, AK.

P l e a s e  d o  n o t  c u t  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  g r a n t  p r o g r a m  f r o m  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b u d g e t .  T h a n k  Y o u .  
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A p r i l  1 8 ,  2 0 0 2

R E :  S B  3 4 0  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  D i v i d e n d  ‘H O L D  H A R M L E S S ”  

P R O V I S I O N  R E P E A L

I s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e  S B  3 4 0 ,  t h a t  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t s  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  

p o p u l a t i o n  s e r v e d  b y  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  

F a i r b a n k s  N a t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  T h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  F a i r b a n k s  
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N a t i v e  c o m m u n i t y ,  I  s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e  S B  3 4 0 .  T h a n k  y o u .  
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  S e n a t o r s :
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April 18,2002

W e are currently attending our State PTA convention in Anchorage. As members o f the 
Fairbanks community, and representing more than 22 local Parent-Teacher Association, 
wc strongly encourage you to increase education. Funding by the $190 per student level 
for FY 03.

Parent-Teachcr Associations in Fairbanks regularly donate funds for numerous reasons to 
help meet basic educational needs in our schools. Each year we are being asked to do 
more with less -  this at a time when we have established higher standards and greater 
expectations for both students and teachers.

Quality education is our priority. We believe it is yours too. We hope you will show 
your support by voting to increase state education funding.

Naomi Walsworth, Fairbanks Council o f PTA President 
Viletta Knight, Alaska PTA Regional II Vice President.

To Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

l / l  'd * ON nn-iU'LM urn m mmm mm eooz
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THE TIME HAS COME TO CONCENTRATE ON REVENUE PRODUCING IDEAS AND NOT 
CONCENTRATING ON HOW WE CAN BALANCE THE BUDGET ON' THE BACKS OF ALASKA'S 
POOR. I urge you to walk a mile in the shoes of those in your district who are down on their luck 
and need a little help finding their way. And if you are in a district full of middle class and high 
class, remember the biblical quote, 'There but for the grace of God go 1/
The proposed service cuts of tens of millions in a single year, plus the denial of strategic 
Investments for children and the economy, will force layoffs of troopers and child protection 
workers, end a program to speed up adoptions and cut back on public health nurses. I ask you to 
reconsider!
It Is time we looked at the Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend. It has been an awesome gift 
however, it Is time that we started acting like responsible citizens and consider eliminating it or 
reducing It. I also support the alcohol excise tax: SB 347.
I know you have some very tough decisions and I am confident when you remember we are 
dealing with people's lives you will have the courage to speak up and make the right decisions.

M m  U m m  O d it M J  .
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S o u th east Region Em ergency Medical Serv ices Council
P.O. Box 259 100 Clothilde Bahovec Way Silka, Alaska 99835 907-747-8005

G overno r K now les 
C o m m iss io n e r Livey 
A lask a  L eg isla to rs

D e a r  S ir  o r M adam :

As th e  govern ing  body  o f th e  S o u th e a s t Region EMS C ouncil, we a re  w ritin g  to 
p ro te s t  a n y  c u ts  to  th e  S ta te  EMS office o r th e  R egional EMS C ouncils . A ny c u ts  to 
th e se  p r ig ra m s  erode th e  in f ra s tru c tu re  of s u p p o r t  th a t  h a s  been  m e ticu lo u s ly  b u ilt 
over th e  p a s t  25  y e a rs . T hese  c u ts  w ould  effect th e  VOLUNTEER EMS s y s te m s  
a ro u n d  th e  s ta te .

M any o f o u r  se n d e e s  a re  no  lo n g e r in ex isten ce  o r  have  d ec re a se d  th e ir  level of 
tra in in g  b e c a u se  o f d ep le ted  fu n d s  for tra in in g  a n d  eq u ip p in g  th e se  v o lu n te e rs . 
Man}' s y s te m s  d ep en d  on  th e  local m u n ic ip a lity  o r  govern ing  b o a rd  for s u p p o r t  a n d  
s in ce  th e  m u n ic ip a l rev en u e  sh a r in g  fu n d s  h av e  b een  s la sh e d , th e re  is  le s s  m oney  
th a n  ever to  p rovide for b a s ic  n eed s .

C u ts  to  th e  EMS p ro g ram  will t r a n s la te  in  e lim in a tio n  o f th e  m in i-g ra n t p ro g ram . 
T h ese  fu n d s  u su a lly  provided  th ro u g h  th e  S ta te  EM S O p era tin g  g ra n t a llow s for th e  
p u rc h a s e  o f d isp o sab le  su p p lie s , a m b u la n c e  in s u ra n c e , tra in in g  n e e d s , g a s  a n d  
eq u ip m en t. The sc h o la rsh ip  p ro g ram  a lso  e s ta b lish e d  by  SEREM S to h e lp  w ith  
co s ts  a s so c ia te d  w ith  tra in in g  will no  lo n g e r be availab le  to v o lu n tee rs , g re a tly  
im p a c tin g  th e  f in an c es  o f th e  serv ices.

C u ts  m a y  a lso  tra n s la te  in  lo ss  o f stafT a t  th e  reg iona l level, w h ich  in  tu r n  will 
e lim in a te  p ro g ra m s  su c h  a s  o u r  p e d ia tr ic  in ju ry  p rev en tio n  p ro g ram  a n d  o u r  
C P R /F irs t Aid p ro g ram . T h a t in  tu rn  t r a n s la te s  in to  m ore  ch ild ren  im p ro p e rly  sea t- 
b e lted  o r  h e lm eted  a n d  few er peop le  tra in e d  to p rov ide b y s ta n d e r  CPR. Cuts to EMS funds will mean increases in potential injury and a decrease of survivability. This is too high a price to pay!
L ast y e a r  th e  G overnor p ro p o sed  an d  th e  le g is la tu re  provided  for 's e e d ’ m o n e y  w ith 
th e  C ode B lue p ro jec t. T h a t sm a ll in v e s tm e n t from  th e  s ta te  w as  co m b in ed  w ith  
fo u r o th e r  fu n d in g  so u rc e s  to p rov ide a lm o s t $6m illion  in  EMS cap ita l e q u ip m e n t 
th ro u g h o u t th e  s ta te . A lthough  th is  fu n d in g  w a s  p u t  to good u se  re p la c in g  ag ing  
a m b u la n c e s  a n d  o u td a te d  eq u ip m en t, m ore  is  n eed ed  to c o n tin u e  im p ro v in g  o u r  
sy stem .

At a  tim e th a t  in c re a se s  to  th e  EMS g ra n ts  is  d e sp e ra te ly  n eed ed , p le ase  c o n s id e r  
ca re fu lly  a n y  c u ts  to  o u r  o p e ra tin g  a n d  cap ita l b u d g e ts  a s  th e  v o lu n tee r  EMS 
sy s te m s  w ho  serve  A laska  m ay  no  lo n g e r ex ist. T he  A laska EMS m otto  is  N eighbor 
H elp ing  N eighbor. P lease  he lp  them  do th e ir  jobs!



Respectfully submitted,

The Southeast Region Emergency Medical Council
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G overnor T ony K now les 
C o m m iss io n e r J a y  Livey 
S ta te  o f A lask a  L eg isla to rs

D e a r  S ir /M a d a m :

A s th e  E x ecu tiv e  D irec to r o f th e  S o u th e a s t  Region EM S C o u n c il, I w ou ld  like  to 
p ro te s t  a n y  b u d g e t c u ts  be in g  co n sidered  to th e  S ta te  EMS office o r to  th e  
R egional EMS C ouncils .

O u r EMS sy stem  is  b u ilt on  th e  v o lu n te e rs  of th is  s ta te . C u rre n tly , EM S 
sy s te m s  s ta tew id e  a re  su ffering  from  th e  lack  of local s u p p o r t  d u e  to  c u ts  to  th e  
m u n ic ip a l rev en u e  sh a rin g , d o w n tu rn s  in  local eco n o m ies  a n d  th e  t re m e n d o u s  
c o s ts  of tra in in g . The se rv ice s  a re  a lso  be in g  d ec im a ted  by  th e  in a b ility  to 
re c ru i t  a n d  re ta in  ] .-ehospital p rov iders.

M any se rv ice s  no lo n g e r ex is t in  co m m u n itie s  s u c h  a s  P o rt P ro tec tio n , C offm an 
Cove, P t. B ak er, P o rt A lexander, E d n a  B ay, M eyers C h u ck , N a u k a ti , H yder to  
n a m e  j u s t  a  few. M any o th e rs , su c h  a s  K law ock, H ollis, C raig , P e te rs b u rg , 
S kagw ay , K ake, H o o n ah  a n d  Y ak a ta t a re  s tru g g lin g  to  m a in ta in  th e ir  c u r re n t  
levels o f certifica tio n . E ven la rg e r se rv ices  s u c h  a s  S itk a , K e tc h ik a n  a n d  
J u n e a u  d e p e n d  o n  v o lu n te e rs  to keep  th e  co s ts  of p ro v id in g  p re h o s p ita l  se rv ices  
a t  a  m in im u m .

W ith th e  d e m a n d s  p laced  on  EMS by th e  to u rism , fish in g  a n d  m in in g  in d u s tr ie s  
a n d  th e  la c k  of availab le  fu n d s  to help  th e se  v o lu n te e rs  offset th e  sk y ro c k e tin g  
c o s ts  of tra in in g , m a n y  will cease  to ex ist. T h is m e a n s  th a t  th e re  w ill be  no 
EM S re s p o n s e  to c rie s  for help .

F u n d in g  fo r th e  R egional EMS offices h a s  been  co m p ara tiv e ly  fia t fo r th e  p a s t  8 
y e a rs . T he R egional offices have c u t p ro g ram s, b een  u n a b le  to p rov ide  
m a n a g e m e n t a s s is ta n c e , red u ce d  em plo 3 'ee b en efits  a n d  h av e  b e e n  u n a b le  to 
p rovide for b a s ic  tra in in g  n e e d s  in ru ra l A laska. T h is  h a s  affec ted  o u r  
in f ra s tru c tu re .  C u ts  to th e  SE  Region EMS b u d g e t w ill be re flec ted  in th e  lo ss  
of m in i-g ra n t fu n d s  to th e  co m m u n itie s . T hese  m in i-g ra n ts  a re  so m e tim e s  th e  
ONLY so u rc e  of rev en u e  th e se  EMS h av e , excep t for th e  local b a k e  sa le s . T hey 
a re  u se d  to  p ay  for in s u ra n c e  on th e ir  a m b u la n c e s , g a s , d isp o sa b le  su p p lie s , 
a n d  th e  filling of oxygen ta n k s . It w ould  also  m e an  th e  s c h o la rs h ip  fu n d  t h a t  
w as  e s ta b lish e d  to help re d u c e  th e  c o s ts  of tra in in g  fo r v o lu n te e rs  w ou ld  c e a se  
to be  ava ilab le .



In  lig h t o f th e  ev en ts  of S e p te m b e r  11, 2 0 0 1 , it d o es  n o t  m a k e  m u c h  s e n s e  to 
c u t th e  s u p p o r t  to o u r  f irs t line o f d efen d e rs  -  th e  v o lu n te e r  EMS p ro v id e rs . At 
a  tim e  w h e n  m ore fu n d in g  is  d e sp e ra te ly  n eed ed  to re -b u ild  w hole sy s te m s , it 
s e e m s  lu d ic ro u s  to  s la s h  th e  sm a ll of a m o u n t of fu n d in g  th a t  re m a in s .

F u n d s  a llo ca ted  by th e  L eg is la tu re  la s t  y e a r  for th e  C ode B lue p ro jec t allow ed 
for th e  p a r tn e rs h ip  of five d ifferen t fu n d in g  so u rc e s  th a t  to ta led  ap p ro x im ate ly  
$ 6  m illion . M ore ‘s e e d ’ m oney is  n eed ed  to rep lace  ag in g  a m b u la n c e s , o u td a te d  
e q u ip m e n t an d  im prov ing  tra in in g .

W ith th e  c o n s ta n t  th re a t  of n a tu ra l  d is a s te rs  (e a r th q u a k e s , ts u n a m is , 
a v a la n c h e s , a n d  d es tru c tiv e  s to rm s) an d  th e  m o re  re c e n t  th re a t  o f w e a p o n s  o f 
m a s s  d e s tru c tio n , b u ild in g  a  so lid  fo u n d a tio n  of b a s ic  re sp o n d e rs  is  e s se n tia l. 
T hey  m u s t  be  rec ru ite d , tra in e d , equ ipped  a n d  su p p o r te d  if  we expec t th e ir  h e lp  
in  tim e s  o f n eed .

P lea se  find  enclosed  m a n y  le tte rs  p ro te s tin g  th e  p o te n tia l c u ts  to th e  EMS 
b u d g e t. T h ese  a re  th e  people w ho  will be on th e  rece iv ing  en d  of th e se  c u ts . 
T hey  m a y  o r  m ay  n o t be th e re  w h en  you n eed  them .

S incere ly ,

E x ecu tiv e  D irec to r 
S o u th e a s t  R egion EM S C ouncil
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A p r il  13 , 2002

TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey 
Alaska Legislators

FROM: k  yM  M E *
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Governor Knowles 
Commissioner Livey 
Alaska Legislators

FROM:

Dear Sirs/Madam:
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TO-' Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livcy 
Alaska Legislators
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April 13, 2 0 0 2

TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey 
Alaska Legislators
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April 13, 2002

TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livcy 
Alaska Legislators

FROM: 3  .
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TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey 
Alaska Legislators
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Gail Tharpe-Luccro 
SEREMS Board M em ber 
P O Box 9 
Angoon, A K  99820 
A pril 15, 2002

G overnor Knowles 
Commissioner Livey 
A laska State Legislature 
A laska State Capital 
Juneau , Alaska 99801

D ear Servants of Alaska,

A t a time when the legislature is looking for a place to reduce it fiscal expenditures, 
it is im portan t to emphasize the im portance of fully funding emergency medical 
services in Alaska. The interactions th a t I have been privilege to have with 
Southeast Regional Em ergency M edical Services has shown them  to be a dedicate 
group of people who w ork tirelessly to assist rural  communities and volunteers to 
provide critical services.

Moneys SEREMS receives from gran ts and appropria tions arc allocated to provide 
communities with training, equipm ent and  inform ation th a t these communities 
would not have access to otherwise. T he SEREM S staff works diligently to stay in 
touch with the communities that they serve. They do this in o rder to have realistic 
inform ation about problem s and need th a t exist. This is a high priority  to the 
SEREM S staff to ensure that the financial assistance they distribute is done so in a 
m anner to best serve the needs of a verv diverse region.w  O

I am asking the legislature to fully support EMS services. I hope that the legislature 
realizes that at this time of increased concern for need of emergency response 
capabilities increased support would be a m ore app rop ria te  response.

Sincerely,
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TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey 
Alaska Legislators
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Dear Sirs/Madam:
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TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey 
Alaska Legislators
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Commissioner Livey 
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FROM:

Dear Sirs/Madam:

OiAAr\ (^JLxrjjJS) \a C * ^ L

pA yfjjiJlt C f r d l̂tru\a s » A * x ^

t r ^



April 13, 200

T O : Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey
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FROM: f / f J M i  a  U M e y r  S f ;

Dear Sirs/Madam:
f  f h h 'c  d ’o t x e d  a, v h itu r b n v z  T fP n  /  o i ' t ,f t h e  />A$r fc f fn Y tu  

Jp.fiPA W/rn The tiOiy frir 6Oiiaft£ /'-M fiht/t&b-A/P /'Tfuu/rL stOncri? 
a/lb Oftff 6A/tVu i/V th/9 OF/lTf* r:f iS f  * f'A f kf/b Ct>t̂  .J. Pcpr/r U''h 
Tnnn fo r  T- ‘p nip f / H f  Ofi/oOPo PfAfi^ / A? irSs-b&h a\(y /> h\, <?/$/ hi c 
C/i/1 i U T T n n  f r t i f  O lM P f E M & U frS C y  / O f  P M  A  o  S 5 h W /C t>  f / / h  MAO 7 /M  

(jlh )W  O O iU -b f FAR f t  O f y p A /lS . F h O r  M lW O /tfO  10 A f u f p / t f  /;! ' f t l M * -  

UCLFffo 5f a i r  f=M ifiW A 'nU  PRoWtFO Ztffl A T  The SrOTe
m  W ' f L  u M M .  O f  , W i r m '  P  T a e  L V *  o f  O c u f / b  t - f o , n  T h e

TOO OfOAff/Ofh'r OF HfnLfH O ff OFctpf $fr\\/ift?9 H/b SS&.C’nP CHOtlkllfC Zr.ffM 
p  f A l f f  f o f  STAFF 0X401. E i / f  / - i f T u f f  flfO O T fS  f t f i f  / I M W  /fQHOOU' 

f i f  /) P M f o  i f f  Of  M M  P o f f t  rzxP /P P M ff OP/0 F C h jiftii S O /7 7  T r  Ph^Q

f? e m  to fie M M  to P o a o W f r<? p/iy j o  d lu M & f/t,
W ,  T ie  HtOH P ° s f mP S o fa  f n m  PM# m m W  fie M M
f : ? / \  m ' l f t p L  S / T o  f i f t O M S / V r  T M n Y n t r&/ O O / V f  S f f i l f / o f X  r f / W f  f i z f f i T  

r o f i c f O  ro u o & . Vus u r & r  e m w i e  t t  T m  p m
r l f i f  O fP T , f i d  d f f c / i / K / h v  iT h d n  O S S '  E f f  M / f i p r  PO PPA'77ez7f\

Si/i O lfO iT So  SL'O t/M M  n r  STO'TnfPtph JT UdoM / f t ' S f f i O S d f V  fo

l Y / j f  C U T  f i t / /  F c W 9f r f i  f l i p

/  f / e P ' f r  v  M y ' f f i / i  f / i f  m r  iVo S o  P'S PM f o  r fild k -  

z m f is C M v  /A' f t e  / h w  so /tru ff  T o ff/s  oz-
M/Ff Q M o try  trtfT  fX /on  fp  z h u d M O f f  /'MO /f/j/M/Jf/Xfy f M /
f'O ft'O zT ft- f / / ( f  Pf 66 lift  P i  PtT f t f t '  y l r j ' / f  f f / c f  i'/P P f?  Z iV /P fP iP P Z

111T H  !  f i f i f  6 v ‘v > rtkF f/O uy/  7

fo / ~7~/P



April 13, 2('02

T0: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey 
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TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey
Alaska Legislators
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