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Senate Committee on the Budget

Subject: Senate Com m ittee on the Budget 
Date: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 09:39:13 -0800 

From : "Anne Sudkamp (and Tim Walker)" <lhacsl @uaf.edu>
To: Mindy_Rowland@legis.state.ak.us

My fam ily  and I s tro n g ly  support im plem entation o f a S ta te  income ta x . We 
denounce f u r th e r  budget c u ts , e s p e c ia l ly  red u c in g  w e lfa re  e l i g i b i l i t y  fo r  
A laska PFD r e c ip ie n t s .

Anne Sudkamp 
PO Box 83304 
Fairbanks, AK 99708

Residence (not m ailing ) ad d ress :
1729 F la tp ic k  Road 
F a irbanks, AK 99709

1 til I 4/18/02 10:10 AM
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comments for Senate Finance Committee

Subject: comments for Senate Finance Committee 
Date: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 10:47:53 -0700 (PDT) 

From: Lewis Overton < lewy_o@yahoo.com> 
Reply-To: lewy@iname.com

To: Mindy_Rowland@legis.state.ak.us

09:08 4/18/2002
Senate Committee on the Budget 
mindv rowland@legis.state.ak.tis

First, thank you for listening. I write to protest what I see as a short sighted, head-in-the-sand approach to 
state funding without benefit of a long term financial plan. I object. This is not what I elected my senator 
and representatives to do.

The house may he "holding the line on spending", but I feel very threatened. T he proposed budget 
endangers both quality of life and public safety. The excuse is to avoid us; <g dividends from the 
Permanent Fund and to avoid taxing Alaskans in order to provide services to Alaskans. But state provided 
services are needed. Some things we cannot do for ourselves and must do either collectively or not at all.

I can’t provide for myself the stale parks that have been developed c 'ic years. 1 might buy land and 
build or buy a cabin out Chena Hot Springs Road, or at Harding Lake, . Birch Lake, but I certainly cannot 
provide my own recreational site at all of these. I am unwilling to carry a gun and go through the training 
necessary to become my own Alaska State Trooper. 1 doubt that 1 could perform a competent food service 
inspection for every place where I dine. Perhaps Fairbanks could do it for me, but what of those places 
outside a city? Besides, shifting the burden from state to city saves no money. It increases costs by 
increasing overhead through redundancy. Cuts causing reduction of timber sales directly cost us all.

So I don’t see the point of this incessant cutting. Some services are needed and are best provided on a 
shared basis, through the state. Using the Permanent Fund dividends is not the honor it is made out to be; 
that was the original intent of the fund. I was here when it began and I collected that first $1,000 dividend. 
Even if the fund would not support our needs, Alaskans arc very lightly taxed. We, as a group, can 
certainly afford lo pay our o\ way, but the idea of "doing it all ourselves" is quaint at best. Anachronistic 
is a better word.

The last quarter century has seen a steady growth in quality of life. 1 like the diverse definitions of a high 
quality of life, but my choice includes some peace of mind from a good public safely and court system, 
safe places to eat and to visit, outdoor recreation in a clean area, and not too many people. The only thing 1 
sec the current budget proposal providing is not too many people. Some will leave. Not a good way lo 
proceed.

Lewis Overton 
3281 Edby Rd 
Fairbanks.AK 99709-2657 
907.479.6224 
lewy o@yahoo.com

Do You Yahoo!?
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SB 2X9

Subject: SB 289
Date: Thu, IS Apr 2002 11:14:57 -0800 

From : "Dael Devenport" <daeJd@hotmail.com>
To: Mindy_Ro\vland@legis.state.ak.us

I am concerned about th e  re d u c tio n  in  the  EMS G ran ts Program. I am an 
EMT-II in  th e  Copper R iver V a lley . This summer we a re  ex p ec tin g  a huge 
in c re a se  in  th e  number o f t o u r i s t s  p a ss in g  th rough  our a re a  due to  a new 
P rin ce ss  Tours Lodge and a new N atio n a l Park S e rv ice  V is i to r  C en ter. Even 
w ith  our c u rre n t EMS su p p o rt, we do no t have adequate  re so u rce s  to  co v er the 
number o f people  o r  the  la rg e  a re a . I f  on ly  one to u r  bus was in v o lv ed  in  an 
a c c id e n t, we would n o t be a b le  to  p ro v id e  the  c a re  needed even i f  we pooled  
a l l  of th e  EMS re so u rce s  in  the  e n t i r e  Copper R iver re g io n . I f  th e  EMS 
G rants Program i s  reduced , our a b i l i t y  to  p ro v id e  adequate  m edical c a re  to  
peop le  in  our a re a  w i l l  be f u r th e r  d im in ished . T his means th a t  peop le  w il l  
d ie  fo r  reaso n s th a t  cou ld  be p rev en ted  w ith  adequate  EMS su p p o rt. P lea se  
re c o n s id e r  th e  red u c tio n  o f the  EMS G rants Program.

Thank you,
Dael A. Devenport 
EMT-II
Copper R iver EMS

Chat w ith  f r ie n d s  o n lin e , t r y  MSN M essenger: h t t p : / /m essen g er.n s n . com

I of I 4/18/02 11:15 AM
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April 18,2002

To members of the Senate Finance Committee:

The annual state PTA convention is happening today in Anchorage 
concurrently with this opportunity to testify. Thus, many of us are 
unable to personally testify at our local LIOs. On behalf of the
13,000 strong membership of the Alaska State PTA, we STRONGLY 
urge you to increase education funding by the $190 per student 
level for FY 03. Increased education funding is consistently one of 
our most Important priorities as we witness the erosion of quality 
education for our students due to ongoing inflation and other 
Increased costs.

Members of PTA units throughout the state can testify to the fact 
that we are being called upon more and more to raise funds locally 
to help meet basic educational needs within our schools. Each year 
we witness the loss of essential programs that motivate our 
children to learn and succeed. We are losing the competitive edge 
In attracting excellent teachers and administrators to come to 
Alaska. This is happening at a time when we have established 
higher standards and greater expectations for our students.

We understand the need to solve the state fiscal gap, but not at 
the expense of your mandated duty to maintain a strong school 
system statewide. Quality education for Alaska's children must be 
the #1 priority. Please vote to Increase state education funding.

r

http://Mrww.akpta
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A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la t u r e

Please en ter in to  the record m y testim ony to  t h e ______________Senate Finance________________
committee name

Com m ittee on SB 289 /  HB 403 O perating B udget, dated A pril 17, 2002 _____
bill # / subject

H onorable Senators o f  the Finance C om m ittee:

I ask you to seriously  consider not cutting education any further. Education funding has been 
eroded to the po in t that that our d istrict is no longer able to  o ffe r com petitive com pensation 
packages to attract and keep the best and brightest teachers fo r our kids.

The teachers w e have righ t now , w ere hired in  the days w hen the K enai Peninsula School 
D istrict was able to go dow n to the low er 48 and p ick  from  the  b est o f  the best at every jo b  fair. 
T hose days are gone. T oday  w e are encouraging ou r m ost experienced  teachers to LE A  VIS our 
schools in a sad  attem pt to m ake up fo r the lack  o f  state funding.

D oes anyone rem em ber the days w hen:
T here  w as an incom e tax.
T here  w as no perm anent fund dividend.
Education w as a priority.

Today:
T here  is no  incom e tax.
T here  is a perm anent fund dividend 
E ducation  is N O T a priority.

Inflation alone costs ou r schools $14.8 m illion dollars this year alone. P lease increase the 
foundation form ula. O ur children and our schools deserve to b e  a priority . Q uality schools 
build  strong citizens and strong com m unities.

S trong public schools prepare children for jobs o f  the 21st century.
FUND ED U C A T IO N  FIR S T  B EFO R E FU N D IN G  A N Y TH IN G  ELSE.

Signed: B ill V edders____________________________________________________________________
Testifier

Representing (optional)

P.O. Box 1484_______ Kenai, Alaska 99611_______________________________ __________
Address

- 283-3472_______________________________________________________________
Phone num ber
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( em appalled that you are again defunding medically necessary abortions for low-lncome 
women. Under the funding scheme proposed by HB 403, women with epilepsy, heart disease, 
cancer, and many other conditions for whom pregnancy Involves severe health consequences, 
but not death, would be denied abortion coverage. This plan works against families who are 
living below the poverty line. You are not taking into consideration the woman's health and the 
Impact on her capacity to care for herself or her existing family that probably Includes children.

Rather than being a cost saving measure, this act will actually cost Alaska more money.
If these women qualify for this medical care then they will qualify for pregnancy coverage. The 
average public cost of coverage for an unplanned pregnancy and infant care for one year Is 
approximately $30,000. In addition the State will be forced back Into litigation in what is sure to 
be a losing battle, wasting the State's time and money in an era of severe budget shortfalls.

The Alaska Supreme Court unanimously rejected the defunding lest year. Yet the Republican 
majority In the legislature consistently flout the checks and balances of our government when 
they persist in trying to override the judicial branch. This Is un-American. I question your 
commitment to ’he Alaska and US Constitution.

I understand you might not want to pay for this. There are many things the government pays for 
that I do not support and may abhor. You are making these decisions based on your own 
religious and moral beliefs. It is not your job to make such moral decisions for the entire state. 
Just as I would not force any woman to have an abortion how dare you force a woman to carry a 
problem pregnancy *o term.

/ 7 / v *  C Z f f C t '/

f * ? -  j ‘/ s ~ -p£j/ d7



FROM : ALASKA PTA EvenChl Id OncUoic* FAX NO, i 1907222401 Apr. IS 2002 08:23AM, PI

APR-18-2002 THU 09:14  AH KETCHIKAN LIO FAX NO, 2258546 P. 01

ffXICUTZVE COMNITTB* |

Sankm LooOan (Fairbanks) '
Prmkkrit 

SuaUan AfiOM Of (Sutton) §
l it  VP, LMdtrthlp 

Sawn Wenger (Elmtndorf AFB) |
2nd VP, Mtmbirshlp ELew TeMf (Norn*) |
3rd VP, legl*l*tion Canal ortta (Anchorage) I
4th VP, Programs 

Panama (Etmaodorf AFB) |
Secretary ?Kobrt} CaaMSf (Kodiak) |
T rw u re r B

reozon v ia  n tE tiM N T s ;

mrtana lawta (BethaO S
ftegkvi l  Vk* President j-.VKatta Knight (Fairbanks) I
R*gtan 3 Vto» Pr**ki«nt y

Jen m m  (Anchorage) 3
Region 4 Vice Prcudent i
Am" 9o wan (Kanal)

Region 5 Vtee pre*tf*nt J
Dtana Gvbetayoo (Ketchikan) i

N * 16 vk* Prwxknt

COUNCIL PRXOIMNTS

Carol tmhnah (Indian)
Anchoraw Council President

Naomi Watcwarth (Fairbanks)
Fairbanks council pneadent tom stehl (Kfltrhlkan) 
Ketchikan Coundi Pmokfwt 

Pat Hogan (Watflia)
Mat/su Coundi President

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Kan Matmagor (Sitka)
• y lm

Peggy Brawn (Anchorage) !j
Health t  Safety 

hat MJaknay (Anchorage) 
OofivtntJon Chair

Carol Oftta (Anchorage)
Arts Education 

<UM m  AKpaUor (Sutton)
TectmolooY <

Seth WgSSar(ft  Akhfrxfeon) 
waya & Moons Defiant Thornton (JUfiemu) 

Pamnt InvotvomanVWucstlon ?

Pavia Aewktwaki (Anchorage)
Past President Oman Craaa Office Manager I

OfTko M ono: •07-*7*>ai4§ ■ 
NKI t«7'233-344l I

■malt; a k _o ffi« trU . f  5 
wotattw M tai//www ,M « a 3

f t  |
PO le x  20140# |

Am R M N , AK N IIO - IIM  I

A l a s k a

p m

cperychild  onevoice.

April 18,2002

To members of the Senate finance Committee:

The annual state PTA convention Is happening today In Anchorage 
concurrently with this opportunity to testify. Thus, many of us are 
unable to personalty testify at our local LIOs. On behalf of the
13,000 strong membership or the Alaska State PTA, we STRONGLY 
urge you to fund education at the $190 per student leva) for FT 03. 
Increased education funding is conftatantiy one of our most 
Important priorities es we witness the erosion of quality education 
for our students due to ongoing inflation and othar Increased 
costs,

Members of PTA units throughout the state can testify to the fact 
mat we are being called upon more and more to raise hind* locally 
to help meat basic educational needs within our schools. Each year 
we witness the loes of essential programs that motivate our 
children to ieem and succeed, We are losing the competitive adge 
In attracting excellent teachers and administrators to come to 
Alaska. This Is happening at a time When we have established 
higher standards and greater oqpectetions for our students.

We understand the need to solve the state fiscal gap, but not at 
the expense of your mandated duty to maintain a strong school 
system statewide. Quality education for Alaska's children must bo 
the #1 priority. Please vote to Increase state education tending.
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1 would like to express my support for maintaining and advancing health and human 
service programs in the new state budget. Sitka is a community that is blessed with 
several outstanding community and social service agencies. Our community relies - 
heavily not only on the services these agencies provide, but also on the livable income 
jobs these agencies provide local professionals. 1 salute and admire agencies such as 
Center for Community. Youth Advocated o f Sitka, Sitka Tribe o f Alaska, Sitkans Against 
Family Violence, Island* Counseling, SEARHC, Sitka Prevention and Treatment 
Services, D.F. Y.S. and others for doing their part to help keep our community healthy 
and safe. Most o f these programs survive on either direct funding from the state of 
Alaska, or grant funds from the state.

Growing up as a kid in Petersburg during ihe mte 70’s and early 80’s, I have very vivid 
memories o f the family problems and heart achs created in the community by rampant 
drug and alcohol abuse. I  am ve;y happy to say that I believe that the communities in our 
region are much healthier today. However, there is much work still to be done, and I  am 
afraid that i f  the mechanisms that provide alcohol and drug treatment and prevention are 
cut in the budgetary process, it w ill be our children and families who suffer the most 
Please help keep our communities sober and healthy by maintaining Health and Human 
services funding at it’s current levels.
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3/17/02

TO: Senate Finance Committee

Re: Budget hearings - SB 289 ^
From: James E. Fisher, 171 Farnsworth Blya, aolodtna, AK 99669 

Fax: 262-9641 phone: 2p~960l

Will you be able look the Alaska public in the eye to explain how you 
have failed to institute reasonable financial support for their essentia! 
state services?

Since the Senate has apparently approximated the General Fund budget 
proposed by the House, even more moderate Senate changes would result in 
painful slashes for essential education, public health and safety. T ask will 
those cuts:

1. In any way enhance the overall lives of all Alaskan residents, even 
those who only must worry about the safety of such a simple 
matter as eating in a restaurant?

2. How can the estimated reductions of 19-23, or more, fewer State 
Troopers adequately respond to death, disaster and critical search 
and rescue for any one, or all, of us?

3. How can our children receive even the level of education now 
available, under our presently stressed financial school systems?

Answering the apparent factual situation of these questions, challenges 
the Senate to explain the multiple adverse impacts that will affect your 
constituents and our neighbors.

Won’t failure to avoid the adverse impacts outlined above, look like a 
failure of nerve of the Senate?
tS o \T in 3 1702 tck-hcitrin j)
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Alaska State Legislature

Pleufl enter into the record my teidmony to the__________ Senate Finance~ committee mine

Committee on HB 403 / SB 289 Operating Budget, dtted April 17,2002
bill # / *ueject /Bnil^luKject /  /
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SifOed:

iUpna«umf (option*!)

f'O- S o i M ~ , /{eU d /M . , O faaM  fy h ir f 

• W ifaj'tiiX  t_______________________________________
PhOfti number
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I  Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate F inance

Committee on HB 403 / SB 289 Operating Budget, dated April 17, 2002
bill # /  subject
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to th e___________ Senate Finance_______________
committee name

Committee on HB 403 / SB 289 Operating Budget, dated April 17, 2002______________
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Testifier
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Legislative Information Office
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Alaska9s Children, Alaska's Future
G ive o u r schoo l? y o u r F U L L  su p p o rt • •

'WHEREAS, our Alaska Constitution rnindatas that the state provide in oducatlo.. system that offerers// our 
children the opportunity to succeed in life. _ *

* » * * i •

. WHEREAS, providing an ed*qu*w rdueation is not irwal or an urban issue. It’a an hjwe.

WHEREAS, research shows that quality teachers are the most significant factor in student achievement, and that 
teachers get the job done better witli a qualified warn of support staff and administrators.

WHEREAS, quality aducators arc linked to competitive compensation; and ia this time of tia.ionwide shortages, 
school districts must have the ability to attract and retain quality education professionals.

WHEREAS, each public school U expc ted lo implement new standards for teaching and l aming, however the 
State of Alaska has failed to fund die tota costs associated with successful Implementation of new school 
standards.

WHEREAS, from fiscal year-1990 w 2000, Inflation has trwUJ the tckootfoundation funding program by 
25%, soma S200 million.

WHEREAS, Alaska ranks dosd last among the state* In K-l 2 education spending as a percentage of total net 
spending, and the percentage decline irvper pupil spending over he past two decades Is tha highest In tha country.

WHEREAS, this prolonged decline In school funding has occui -od while the stale is asking educators to raise 
student standards.
WHEREAS, educators are increasingly being expect »d to solve many of the ptobluni of our larger society.

WHEREAS, each child is entitled to a first class opportunity to I ram. However, in too many schools 
instructional materials nr* Inadequate, textbooks ara out-of-date, class sizes ore too large, tire needs of many 
special needs students are immet and school districts lack ihe resources to attract and retain quality taacbers, 
administrator! and education support professionals.

WHEREAS, good schools *r* eeaentlil to a vlbranyjuallty ofllfo in Alaska. The quality, of our schools will 
affect our ability as a state to attract quality buiiryf and commerce and the jobs collateral to this development.

New, thereto

ProclaimA îupport for Alaska’s Children, /isijyk Entire, a statewide campaign ta achieve proper' 
hading ef^ r schaqls, and odrqtwe feeding for every Alaakaastadani. '*......

/-> J  r/ y o '& y i
.,:-....;FVv Signed this j  /  <h»y of /■p P f 'L / _________, 2002. V- *Vjef fa.V,'-
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Alaska’s Children, Alaska’s Future
G ive o u r schoo ls y o u r F U L L  s u p p o rt ■:

WHEREAS, our Alaska Constitution mandates thnt the state provide an education system that oflena// our 
children the opportunity to succeed in life. _

WHCREaS, providing an ndequuo educuion U not iniral or.ttn urtan issue. It’s m A/orhv\ issue. '

WHEREAS, research shows that quality teachers sue the ruost significant factor in student achievement, end dial 
teachers get tho job done better with a qualified team of support staff and administrators,

WHEREAS, quality educators arc linked to competitive compensation; and in this time of nationwide shortages, 
school districts must have the ability to attract and retain quality education professionals.

WHEREAS, each public school is expected to implement new standards for teaching and learning, however the 
State of Alaska has toiled to fond tht total costs associated with successful implementation of new' school 
standards.

WHEREAS, from fiscal year 1990 to 2000, Inflation has eroded the school foundation funding program by 
ZSn.somottOO million.

WHEREAS, Alaska ranks dead last among the' states m.K-12 education spending as a percentage of total net 
spending, and the percentage decline in per pupil spending over the past tyro decades is the’highest in tho country.

  ‘ .
WHEREAS, this prot vnged decline in school funding has occurred while (he state Is asking educators to raise
Student Standards.

WHEREAS, educators are increasingly being expected to solve many of the problems of our larger society.

WHEREAS, each child is onthled to e first class opportunity to learn. However, in too many schools 
instructional matsritlt are inadequate, textbooks are out-of-dne, class sixes are too large, (he needs of many 
special needs students arc unmet and school districts lack the resources to a nr act and retain quality teachers, 
administrators and education auppoet professionals.

WHEREAS, good acheoli are essential to a vibrant quality of life m Alaska. Tha quality of our schools will 
affect our ability as a state to attnu quality businwa und commerce and the jobs collateral lo this development.

New, therefore,

r

■afore, ~

Proclaim: ffkjsupport forAJaaka’jChildren, Alaska future, a utatcwidu cnmpaiga to achieve proper 
fuadlag of oar eebooH, tad adequate funding for every Abikan student.

■rt'J' / L ,  ifi ■ f i o . 'B d x  I ' t o
sttMt .hi, 1 L  of £Xj?l (Ay.... mi. ^  l(

‘s.'f v.vV.-'* ,1. IV^at
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Alaska’s Children, Alaska’s Future
'G ive o u r ̂c jk p p l^ y'our. F U L L  s u p p o rt; •

WHEREAS, our Alaska Constitution mandates that the state provide an education system that offexsallour .. 
children tho opportunity ta nuccMd In Ilf*, i '

’ WHEREAS, providingu adequateeducation Is not a rural or an urban issue. It’i inflation issue.

WHEREAS, research shows that quality teachers »rc the most significant factor in student K .ovomont, end that 
teachers get the job done bettr whh a qualified team of support staff and administrators.

WHEREAS, quality oducMort are linked to competitive Compensation: and in this time of hatlonwldo shortages, 
school districts must have the ability to attract and retain quality education professionals.

WHEREAS, each public school is expected to implement new standards for teaching and learning, however the 
State of Alaska has failed to fund the total cor.; associated with successful implementation of new school 
standards.

WHEREAS, from fiscal year 1990 to 2000, inflation ha* eroded thi school foundation funding program by 
2574, some £200 million. " 1 ••.

WHEREAS, Alaska ranks dead last ambttg the states In K-12 education spending at a percentage of total net 
spending, sod the percentage decline in per pupil spending over the past two decades is the highest in the country.

WHEREAS, this prolonged decline In school funding has occurred while the state is asking educators to raise 
student standards.

W HEREAS, educators are Increasingly being exparted lo solve many o f the problems o f  our larger society.

WHEREAS, each child is entitled lo a first class opportunity to leans. However, In too many schools 
Instructional materials are inadequate, textbooks arc out-of-datc, class sizes arc too large, the needs of many 
special needs students ara unmet and k HooI districts lack lire resources to attract and retain quality teacher!, 
administrator! and education support professionals.

WHEREAS, good schools are essential to a vibrant quality of llfo In Alaika. The quality, of our schools will 
affect our ability as a state to attract quality business and commerce and the jobs collateral to this development.

Now, therefore,

Proclaim1 rtyrupport for Alaska’* Children, Alaska Future, a Statewide c-.upalga to achieve proper 
fondlag of oar schools, aad adequate fonding forsvery Alaskan student

• j  h ' ' j \  ’ ,7 “ !'
Siened tills / 7  day o f / j f f i L l j _________ ,2002.

i ’« » • a:•» 4 * f.)
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Alaska*s Children,  Alaska*s Future
" i: G ive ourschpols y o u r F U L L s u p p o rt; - ' ’ •

WHEREAS, our Alaska Constitution mandates that the state provide an education system that oifvnall our 
children the opportunity to succeed In life. . ’
WHEREAS, providing an adequate education is not i-tvrai or an uimn issue. It’s an Alatkan. issue.
WIIEREAS, research shows thot quality teachers are the most significant factor In student achievement;'and that 
teachers gat tho job done better with o qualified team of support staff and administrators.

Y/HEREAS, quality educators ate linked to cfimpetitlvo compensation; and in this time of faationwtda shortages, 
school districts must have the ability to attract and retain quality education professionals.

WIIEREAS, each public school is expected to implement new standards for teaching and learning, however the 
Suit of Alaska has fuiled lo fund the total costs associated with successful implementation of new school 
standards,

WHEREAS, from fiscal year 1990 to 2000, inflation has eroded ike school foundation funding program by 
25*4, soma $200 million.

WHEREAS, Alaska ranks dead last among the state; In K: 12 education spending as a percentage of total net •••• ■ 
spending, and the percentage decline in per pupil spending over the past twe decades is the highest m the country,.

WIIEREAS, this prolonged decline in school funding hu occurred while (he state is asking educators to raise 
student standards.

WHEREAS, educators are increasingly being cxpeclod lo solve many of the problems of our larger society.

-WHEREAS, each child is entitled to a first class opportunity to (cant. However, in too many schools 
instructional materials ore inadequate, textbooks air. out-of-date, class sizes are too large, the needs of many 
special needs students ore unmet and school districts lack tht resources to attract tuid retain quality teachers, * 
administrators and education support professionals.

WHEREAS, good schools are essentia! to a vibrant quality of lift in Alaska. Th ■ quality, of our schools will 
affect our ability as a suit to attract quality business and commerce and the Jobs collateral to this development.

Now, therefore,

I. ptsm se L i S Q t . ____________  '
Predaluk tjujiupporrfor Aloaka’e_Ch|ltirta, Atoka future, a natrpdde campaign to achieve pr»p*V 
folding ef eirechoolr, and adequate ftindlie far every Aluekaa student “ '  " .•

. ' * ». i* .*,• it*

Signed this  ̂**1 day of_ .Apri-l   , 2002.

P-O&r?'7 0  . „
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Alaska’s Children,  Alaska’s Future
:!- • G ive t iit r  schoo ls y o u r  F U L L  s u p p o H  ] '

WHEREAS, our Alaska Constitntidn mandates that the state provide an education tytwn th»t oKmall our 
children tit* opportunity 10 succeed in life. .

.' WHEREAS, providing an adequate education is not imnl or an urban issue. It’s an ̂ fatfcxn.IsstM. .

WHEREAS, research shows that quality teachers are the most significant factor In student achievement, and that 
teachers get the job done better with a qualified team of support staff and administrators.

WHEREAS, quality educators are linked lo competitive compensation; and in this time of nationwide shortages, 
school diitricts must have the ability w attract and retain quality education professionals.

WHEREAS, each public school is expected to implement new standards for teaching and teaming, 1 rwevcr the 
Sat* of Alaska has failed to fund tho coal costs associated with successful Implementation of new school 
standards.

WHEREAS, from fiscal year 1990 to 2000, inflation has ended the school foundation fundi»K program by 
2S94, soma S200 million.

WHEREAS, Alaska ranks d«ad last among tho states in K-l 2 education spending as a percentage of total net 
spending, and tho percentage decline in per pupil .■pending over tha past two decades is.the highest In the country.

WHEREAS, this prolonged decline in school funding h« occurred while tho state Is asking educators to r»he 
student standards.

WHEREAS, oducuon art increasingly being expeel id to solve many of the problrmi of our larger society.

WHEREAS, each child Li entitled lo a first class opportunity to learn. However, in too many schools 
instructional materials arc inadequate, textbooks am oul-of-datc. class sizos are too large, the needs of many 
special needs students are unmet and school districts lack the resources to attract and retain quality unchns, 
administrators and education support professionals.

WHEREAS, good schools are essential to n vibrant quality of life in Alaska. The quality, of our schools will 
affect our ability as a state to attract quality business and commerce and the jobs col lateral to this development,

Now, therefore, .

r
Prqctaimc (TUjiapport for.Alaska's Children, Alaska Futare, a statewide campaign to achieve proper 
funding of oar acknoU, ana adequate fuadiag for every Alaskan itud«nt.

7 ^ N A ••Signed tills * * day of /'~H/7Vt  , 2002. Ii ! „ . r  An<iv\ C

A d - S t r v  n o  . , 

o S u M u ^ rr-j O JL ^ 5  7 6

I-' • •."
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To ujhom it may concern,
As an elementary teacher I  am yiven a sei amount to purchase 
materials for my classroom for the fotlouuing year. In this purchase 
I  am required to purchase any consumable uuorkbook items, art 
supplies, classroom decorations, educational resource guides and any 
other materials that I  might need for my students. This amount 
this year uuas $750. Which is a lot of money, houjever it atlou/s 
me to spend approximately $57.67 per student in a classroom of 18 
students. Thai might seem like a sufficient amount if you have not 
priced classroom materials recently.
Per student: Spelling uuorkbook $11

Handuuriting uuorkbook $7
Heading uuorkbcoks $27 (3 books ©$5).

Those three items alone equals $55 and that does not include 20% 
for shipping.
Where am I  supposed to find the necessary money for math 
manipulatives, Literature, uuriting program, art materials, computer 
softuuare, science experiments, maps, or office supplies9 If you can 
ansuuer that, you uuill be earning your salary.
Sincerely,

Amy Higgan 
Elementary Teacher 
Dillingham, Alaska

n z >
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To the legislators of the state of Alaska,

I li\ .id teach in the community of Dillingham. This small community has a sales tax, 
property tax, and federal income tax along with many other taxes. I realize that it is 
difficult to fund all needs of Alaska* 3  citizens equitably, but that is your responsibility. 
Our rural schools need money to help recruit and keep teachers, maintain school 
buildings, and supply children with textbooks and materials. The children of our 
communities are our future. Please pro/ide the means to educate them well.
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Alaska’s Children, Alaska’s Future
G ive Our schoo ls y o u r F U L L  su p p o rt • •

WHEREAS, our Alaska Constitution mandate that the tute provide an education system that offerso/f our 
children the opportunity to succeed in life. (

WHEREAS, providing aitndequate education is not arenl oran urban issue. It's an/f/aifcm is*u*. .

WHEREAS, research shows (Ml quality leachon are the most significant factor In student achievement, and that 
teachers get ‘h® job done better with n qualified team of support staff and administrators.

■ WHEREAS, quality educators are linked to competitive Compensation; and in fills time ordationwide shortages, 
school districts musi have the ability to attract and retain quality education professionals.

WHEREAS, each public school is expected to implement new standards for teaching and learning, however the 
State of Alaska has failed to fund the total costs associated with successful implementation of now school 
standards.
WHEREAS, from fiscal year 1990 to 2000, Inflation has tredid thttchoo!foundation funding program by 
Z5tt, some <200 million. • • (

WHERE ASi Alaska rank* dead last among the Stale* in K-12 education spending as a percentage of total net 
spending, and the percentage decline in per pupil spending over the past two decade* is the highest In the country.

t  l  • •  «*
WHEREAS, thU prolonged decline in school funding has occurred while the state U asking educators to raise 
student standards,

WHEREAS, eduction  are increesmely being expected to solve many of Ihe problems o f  c .r larger society.

WHEREAS, each child is antitlcd to a first class opportunity lo leant. However, in too many schools 
instructional malerials are inadequate, textbooks are out-of-date, class sizes are too (nrgo, (he needs of many 
special needs students are unmet and school districts lack the reaourca* to attract anr i ruin quality teachers, 
administrators and education support professionals.

WHEREAS, good schools arc essential lo » vibrant quality of life in Alaska. The quality, of oor schools will 
affect our ability »  a atate to anract quality husineu and commerce and fire Jobs collateral to this development.

Now, therefore,

X. ; M<rf t r # u n -  f .p( v

?rqctafnv /^support. for Alaska'si Ckikirca. Alaska Future, a statewide caarpaign (o achieve proper 
hading of ear schools, and idiqnaii hading for every Alaska* sindeiK.
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(Osî n̂ <SrUri7ji \<l 
n t i n  g /  O p t i ^ j / a l )(Kepi  esc

( A d d r e s s )

iPhone No.)



APR-17-02 WED 05:29 PH SEWARD LIO FAX NO, 9072245067

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

] l e n s e  e n t e r  in to  th e  r e c o r d  rny  t e s t im o n y  to  th e

T (  c o mmi t t e e  "m im e)

c o m m i t t e e  o n  ( (| a t c d  < ? -
( h y \h  / s ubj ect )  ' ~ ^  ‘ ~ ”

Cictt'sna stJu cOiu~*}c<wit>( #-C M & 'snfi SC A J O U U J-* ̂ yu x  u xn M )
^  (̂ Ui/C r̂) <£s)-£0̂ y

y)7t^tz4 ̂ â 4L/zJl̂
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SB 289

Subject: S li 289
Date: Wed, 17 Apr 2002 15:00:03 -0800 

F ro m : "Greg Smith" <gsmith@ cvinternet.net>
To: <M indy_RowIand@ lcgis.slate.ak.us>

To whom i t  may co n ce rn :

I was r e c e n t ly  made aw are o f th e  s t a t e ' s  i n t e n t i o n  to  c u t  fu n d in g  fo r  th e  
s ta te w id e  EMS sy stem . I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me to  u n d e rs ta n d , fo llo w in g  th e  
e v e n ts  o f  Septem ber 1 1 th , how any s t a t e  governm ent co u ld  j u s t i f y  fu n d in g  
r e d u c t io n s  to  em ergency s e r v ic e s .  Being a v o lu n te e r  EMT-I and f i r e f i g h t e r ,  
i t  p a in s  me to  th in k  th a t  o u r e l e c te d  o f f i c i a l s  re g a rd  th e  s a c r i f i c e s  we 
make d a i ly  a s  n o t im p o r ta n t enough f o r  f u l l  fu n d in g . T h is  r e d u c t io n  w i l l  n o t 
be f e l t  a s  h a r s h ly  in  l a r g e r  c i t i e s ,  b u t in  a re a s  such  a s  o u rs  w here th e r e  
i s  no ta x  b a se  to  s u p p o r t EMS, i t  would be  a d agger to  th e  h e a r t .  I 'm  
p o s i t i v e  th a t  r e d u c t io n s  in  fu nd ing  f o r  s ta te v /id e  EMS would h i t  o u r  a re a  
ex tre m e ly  h a rd , h a rd  enough to  e n su re  d eg rad ed  s e r v ic e  and th e  d e a d ly  
consequences t h a t  r e s u l t .  T here a r e  many u n ex p lo red  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to  
b a la n c in g  th e  b u dget t h a t  t h i s  s t a t e  has  n o t even b o th e re d  to  e x p lo re .  Case 
in  p o in t ,  in c r e a s in g  th e  ta x  le v ie d  on o i l  p ro d u c e rs  o p e ra t in g  in  th e  S ta te  
o f A lask a . These o r g a n iz a t io n s  have v e s te d  i n t e r e s t s  in  t h i s  s t a t e .  They a re  
u n w ill in g  to  p ro v id e  c o rp o ra te  c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  su p p o rt e s s e n t i a l  s e r v ic e s  
l i k e  EMS when re q u e s te d  and pay s u b - s ta n d a rd  ta x  p e rc e n ta g e s  on th e  o i l  th e y  
pump from t h i s  s t a t e  d a i ly .  I f  Septem ber 1 1 th  has ta u g h t us a n y th in g , i t ' s  
to  r e s p e c t  and s u p p o r t em ergency s e r v ic e s  f o r  th e  r i s k s  th e y  ta k e  and th e  
s a c r i f i c e s  th e y  make ev e ry  day . Any l e g i s l a t o r  th a t  su p p o r ts  th e  re d u c t io n  
o f fu n d in g  f o r  s ta te w id e  EMS s e r v ic e s  does n o t r e s p e c t  w hat I  do, th e  r i s k s  
I  ta k e  and th e  s a c r i f i c e s  I  make in  p ro v id in g  em ergency s e r v ic e s  to  my 
community. As a r e s u l t ,  any l e g i s l a t o r  s u p p o r tin g  such  a c t io n  w i l l  no t see  
r e s p e c t  from  me in  th e  form o f my v o te  on e l e c t i o n  day . P le a se  f in d  a n o th e r  
way to  b a la n c e  th e  b u dget and le av e  e s s e n t i a l ,  l i f e  s a v in g  s e r v ic e s  l i k e  EMS 
f u l l y  funded .

S in c e re ly ;
G regory L Sm ith 
Gakona, A laska 99586

I nl I 4/17/02 4:39 I 'M

mailto:gsmith@cvinternet.net
mailto:Mindy_RowIand@lcgis.slate.ak.us
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Subject: S ta te  - EM S F unding
D ate: Wed, 17 A pr 2002 16:35:35 -0800 

From : Ken & Vera Roberson <owlkrvr@ aIaska.net>
To: M indy_Ro\vland@ !egis.state.ak.us

H e llo : I  am Ken R oberson, V ice Chairm an o f Copper R iv e r  EMS C o u n c il,
I n c . in  G le n n a l le n , AK. I have s e rv e d  as  a v o lu n te e r  w ith  our s e r v ic e  
f o r  o v er 19 y e a r s .  We s e rv e  an a re a  o f  ab o u t 24 ,000 sq u a re  m ile s  ( th e  
s i z e  of West V ir g in ia )  w ith  40 v o lu n te e r  EMT, ETT and D riv e rs  p lu s  one 
p a id  a d m in is t r a to r  p o s i t i o n .  Our ro ad  s e r v ic e  a re a  i s  i n  ex ce ss  o f  500 
m ile s  and we make 130 to  150 ru n s  p e r  y e a r  w ith  d is ta n c e s  up to  o v e r 100 
m ile s  one-way! We r e c e iv e  from th e  S ta t e ,  th ro u g h  S o u th ern  Region EMS 
C o u n c il, In c .  a p p ro x im a te ly  $48,000 a n n u a l ly  v/hich c o v e rs  p a r t  of 
o p e ra t io n s ,  p a r t  o f  s a la r y  and e t c .  The rem ain d er comes from "run" 
(am bulance run ) re v e n u e . We have had to  in c re a s e  o u r fe e s  n e a r ly  30% in  
th e  p a s t  y e a r  due to  red u ced  numbers o f ro a d  a c c id e n ts  ( c e r t a in l y  in  
p a r t  due to  a i r  bags and s e a t  b e l t s  p lu s  im proved r o a d s ) . 
M ed ica id /M ed icare  does n o t pay o u r f u l l  ch a rg e  r a t e  due to  t h e i r  s e t  fee  
system  w hich l i t e r a l l y  " r ip s  ou r am bulance system  o f f "  th u s  a n o th e r  lo s s  
o f  fu n d in g .

We u n d e rs ta n d  t h a t  th e  FY 03 b u d g e t p ro p o ses  to  red u ce  EMS fu n d in g  by 
25%. T h is  i s  s im p ly  n o t a c c e p ta b le !  We can n o t ch a rg e  
M ed ica id /M ed icare  more s in c e  th e y  w o n 't pay i t .  Vie have a lre a d y  r a i s e d  
ou r r a t e s  30% in  th e  p a s t  y e a r  and  we a r e  a lm o st e n t i r e l y  a  v o lu n te e r  
s e rv ic e !  We e a r n e s t l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  " c u ts "  i f  needed by made in  s m a lle r  
in c re m en ts  and in  p la c e s  th a t  a r e  n o t c r i t i c a l  to  c a re  o f  th e  in ju r e d  
and s ic k  t h a t  we p ro v id e  a t  th e  a b s o lu te  minimum c o s t .  T here i s  no 
a l t e r n a t i v e  to  o u r  v o lu n te e r  s e r v ic e  and th e  c u ts  p ro p o sed  w i l l  th r e a te n  
th e  v e ry  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o u r s e r v ic e .

P le a se  do n o t  c u t  EMS fu nd ing !

S in c e r e ly .

Kenneth R oberson , V ice  Chairman 
Copper R iv e r  EMS

mailto:owlkrvr@aIaska.net
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Dear Legislators,

T am writing in regards to the proposed funding cuts to the Mental Health 
and Substance Abuse programs. These cuts would have a significant impact on 
Seward and other small communities throughout tho state.

Without local prevention and treatment services, our clients and community 
could experience the following situations:

1 ) escalating behavior that could possibly cause harm to themselves and 
others through assaiil'
2 ) there would be increased homclsss situations without continued case 
management
3) there would be an increase in DWI and related accidents
4) increased use of API in rural areas
5) local law enforcement agencies will be doing a "bandaid effect" on 
problems by simply putting people into protective custody

Please consider how these cuts will impact our community and the residents 
of the stale of Alaska.

Thank you.

Sandy Turley 
PO Box 1669 
Scwttrd.AK. 99664
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F rom : L in d a  P outs
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2002 3:24 AM
T o : S an d ra  T urley
S u b jec t: T o  M arian n a  -  S ew ard  L IO

P lease  c o n s id e r the  im p ac t o f  reducing  serv ices to p eo p le  in  local 
co m m u n itie s  w ho  need  substunce  abuse and m en ta l h ea lth  trea tm en t. I t is  
fa r  w ise r to fund these p ro g ram s than to have a d ram a tic  in c rease  in 
sp en d in g  fo r co rrec tions and law  enforcem ent, W h y  p u t a  s tra in  on these  
ex p en s iv e  system s w hen p rev en tio n  and trea tm en t is su es  can keep  p eop le  
w ork ing  in  th e  co m m u n ity  and  ou t o f  institu tions.

Linda Fonts
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Written testimony for FY 03 budget by:

Denny Kay Weathers 
Third Judicial District 
c/oP.O. Box 1791 
Cordova, Alaska 
Zip Exempt

Mr, Chairman;

I am glad to see the Legislature attempting to balance the budget and 
at the same time trying to cut the costs.

Alaska is a Republican Form of government. One in which the powers 
of the sovereignity are vested in the people and are exercised by the 
people, either directly, or through representatives chosen by the people, 
to whom the powers arc specially delegated. Tn re Duncan, 139 U.S. 449, 
11 S. Ct. 573,35 L.Ed. 219.

Remember the chain of command, God created man, Man created the 
constitution, the constitution created government and then the 
government created the public servants, such as the agencies. The people 
are to be in control.

Government is NOT suppose to take over where the private sector is 
available and many of the functions within government are not 
mandated government functions. Many agencies have usurped the 
powers that rightfully belongs to the people, and this is wrong.

I will now address the agencies one by one;

* Administration... still could have more cuts. As I've said in the past, 
Public radio for one is not a necessity and it competes directly with the 
private sector.

^Commerce and Ecomomic development... should not be funding things 
that arc handled in the private sector, such as Tourism, Fishing, logging, 
trapping, mining ect. This all belongs in the private sector, not 
government.
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*Courts... until these court systems start operating according to and 
under the Constitution of the united states of America and the principles 
of the Declaration of Independence their funds should be cut. Remember 
in 1789 Thomas Jefferson warned that the judiciary if given too much 
power might ruin our REPUBLIC, and destroy our RIGHTS!

^Education/Early development... totally over paid and a blatant misuse 
of funds, Cut to the core. I f  you plan to fund education, fund each child 
at the same rate no matter what their background or where they live 
within the State. Remember what Thomas Jefferson said ’’The course of 
history shows that as a government grows, liberty decreases."

^Environmental Conservation... not only should this department not be 
funded it should be disbanded for it's past unethical actions. One the 
Commissioners of DEC told us in writing "that there are statutes, 
regulations and then wc have our policies." DEC let us know that if we 
did not bow down to their unwritten policies, we would not get a DEC 
approval.

*Fish and Game... has gotten to big, needs to be reduced. ADF&G has to 
many unnecessary job duplications, such as shellfish biologist in PWS 
and Homer both handle the same fisheries, and most of those fisheries 
are closed. Any funding for EVOS should be stopped as it is not a 
government entity or program.

*Office of the Governor... I think there could be more cuts made there.

^Health and Social Services... cut, cut, and cut some more. This 
department is way out of hand. "Reinember that any government which 
gets so big that it can give you everything you want wiil also be so big 
that it can take everything you've got!" by William Miller.

^Department of Labor... needs to be cut more.

*Department of Law... unfortunately some of these are unable to be cut, 
but there are still a few that can be trimmed a little more.
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*Public Safety... I would like to see this department cut. This department 
is no longer a public servant, it is a monster out of control. This is not 
supposed to be a police state, we are to have peace officers. Note, 
''Unnecessary laws are not good laws, but traps for money." by Thomas 
Hobbes, 1651,

^Revenue... they have areas that also need cutting.

^Transportation and Public Facilities.,. I'd like to see more cuts and 
anything that can be put into the private sector put there.

*AK Housing/Finance Corp... I do not believe that the government 
should be in the housing business.

^University of Alaska... Doesn't the the University have lands and 
resources to help fund their costs? 1 think there could be a lot of cuts 
here to save the State money.

There are people, who profit from corrupt and oppressive 
governments, they are the employees and beneficiaries of such 
governments, and they will defend that corrupt system even if it is self 
destructing.

This budget process is one way the legislature can bring the unruly, 
oversized government back under control. Good luck.



IMPACT STATEMENT 
E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C A L  S E R V I C E S

D e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  R e g i o n a l  D i r e c t o r s  a n d  

C o o r d i n a t o r s  o n  A p r i l  1 6 ,  2 0 0 2  in  r e s p o n s e  t o  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  c u t s  t o  t h e  

D H S S  /  C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  a n d  E M S ,  G r a n t s  t o  R e g i o n s  l i n e  i t e m  in  S B  2 8 9 .

>  S ix  o f  t h e  s e v e n  E M S  R e g i o n s  s t a t e w i d e  will lay  off  o n e  to  tw o  cr it ica l  s t a f f  
p o s i t i o n s  in p r o g r a m s  a l r e a d y  s u f f e r in g  f ro m  c h r o n ic  u n d e r s ta f f i n g .

T h e  l o s s  o f  t h e s e  k e y  p o s i t io n s  will l e a d  to  t h e  fo l low ing :
■ R e d u c t i o n  in t h e  ab ility  to  g e n e r a t e  r e v e n u e  a n d  p r o v i d e  crit ica l  

r e s o u r c e s
■ D r a s t i c  r e d u c t i o n  o f  s u p p o r t  t o  E M S  s e r v i c e s  in r e m o t e  a n d  ru ra l  a r e a s
■ In ab il i ty  t o  p ro v id e  n e c e s s a r y  t r a in in g  to  m a in t a in  s e r v i c e  l e v e l s
■ L o s s  o f  t h e  ability  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  in e s s e n t i a l  p r o g r a m s ,  e . g .  C o d e  B lu e
■ L o s s  o f  p r o g r a m s ,  e . g .  in ju ry  p r e v e n t i o n ,  p u b l ic  i n f o rm a t io n  a n d  

e d u c a t i o n

>  E l im in a t io n  o r  r e d u c t io n  o f  s e r v i c e  l e v e l s  in t h e  ru ra l  a m b u l a n c e  a n d  F ir s t  
R e s p o n d e r  s e r v i c e s  in all s e v e n  E M S  R e g i o n s .

> T h e  m i n i - g r a n t s  to  v o l u n t e e r  s e r v i c e s  p r o g r a m  will b e  e l i m i n a t e d  in In te r io r  
R e g i o n  a n d  S o u t h e a s t  R e g i o n s .  S o u t h e r n  R e g i o n  will b e  r e q u i r e d  to  
d r a s t i c a l ly  c u t  o r  e l im in a t e  its m in i - g r a n t  p r o g r a m .  T h e  o t h e r  f o u r  E M S  
R e g i o n s  h a v e  e l im in a t e d  th e i r  m i n - g r a n t  p r o g r a m s  in p r e v i o u s  f i s c a l  y e a r s  a s  
a  r e s u l t  o f  f la t  f u n d in g .  M in i -g ra n t s  a r e  u s e d  b y  v o l u n t e e r  a m b u l a n c e  a n d  firs t  
r e s p o n d e r  s e r v i c e s  to  p a y  fo r  t h e i r  v e h i c l e  i n s u r a n c e ,  g a s o l i n e ,  s u p p l i e s ,  
e q u i p m e n t  a n d  c o r e  t ra in in g  n e e d s .

>  E M T  e x a m  a n d  c o o r d in a t io n  o f  s t a t e  t e s t i n g  will b e  e f f e c t e d  in all s e v e n  E M S  
R e g i o n s

>  E M S  T r a in i n g  in o u t ly in g  c o m m u n i t i e s  in ail s e v e n  E M S  R e g i o n s  will d e c r e a s e  
o r  b e  c o m p l e t e l y  e l im in a t e d .

>  R e m o t e  a n d  ru ra l  a r e a s  s t a t e w i d e  will s e e  t h e  m o s t  d r a s t i c  i m p a c t s  o f  t h e s e  
b u d g e t  c u t s .  . . . .

> T h i s  a p p l i e s  a l s o  to  t h e  D H S S  - C H E M S  G e n e r a l  F u n d  B u d g e t .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  
c u t  to  t h i s  o f f ic e  n e g a t i v e ly  i m p a c t s  t h e  E M S  s y s t e m  s t a t e w i d e .  T h e  E M S  
s y s t e m  h a s  b e e n  d o c u m e n t e d  to  b e  a  S y s t e m  in C r i s i s  a n d  th i s  will s e t  t h e  
p r o g r a m  b a c k  a t  l e a s t  a  d e c a d e .  It is  im p e r a t i v e  t h a t  th i s  b u d g e t  b e  r e s t o r e d  
a t  l e a s t  t o  t h e  F Y  0 2  leve l.
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April 17,2002

BEYOND SHELTER
3710 Ei 20TH AVE , SUITE 1 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 993084410 
807-2/6-3046 • Fa* 276-2472

Senate Finance Committee

Thank you for allowing me to provide input into the proposed budget cuts to the Department of Health and 
Social Services. I think this process is imperative so that you have a broad perspective on how die budget 
cuts could impact our communities and the individuals that live in our communities.

Although I am truly concerned dmut your overall budget cuts; I will focus on the DHSS budget cuts that 
would have severe impact on my program. I am the program director for the Catholic Social Serviccs- 
Beyond Shelter Program. Since 1993, the Beyond Shelter program has assisted more than 700 households 
transition from homclessness to permanent independent living. Wc provide case management, life skills and 
other supportive services to assist these individuals to move toward self-sufficiency. Many of our referrals 
are received from other social service providers such as the Division of Public Assistance, the local shelters, 
medical facilities, and mental health agencies, Wc also work closely with landlords and provide household 
and money management skills to help individuals maintain housing, With the current tight rental market, 
housing stability has become a major issue for lower income families. This program minimizes the ‘musical 
chair” effect of housing for many of these households, thu3 creating more of a stable environment for 
families and especially the children.

For the last six years, our program was funded tiirough HUD funds, wltich will end on March 31,2002. We 
have been exploring other opportunities so that we may continue to provide services to homeless individuals 
and families. We were recently informed that the Beyond Shelter program was rated number one for the 
Human Service Matching Grant (Municipality of Anchorage) for FY 03 and FY 04. If these funds are 
eliminated, we would have to reduce our level of services to the community. This means that over 80 
homeless households would not receive sendees necessary to move them from homelessness to permanent 
independent living. Our services are especially important as we eutcr into the five-year time limit for families 
who are on ATAP. We currently are working with a mother of five (three of her children have special needs) 
whose five year benefits have ended and hor case recently closed. Although job seeking, she is not sure how 
to pay April s rent. I am certain that we will be serving more families like this one during the upcoming 
fiscal year.

Additionally, budget cuts to the Division of Public Assistance may adversely impact our program as well. 
Family Pathfinders, a mentoring project that recruits and trains mentors from the local churches to work one 
on one with ATAP families to assist them with, developing work related goals and move then, coward 
working and self-sufficiency, may also be eliminated. This would be a loss for the collaborative effort of 
Division of Public Assistance, Catholic Social Services Lutheran Social Services of Alaska, local area 
churches and the 17 participants currently involved in. the project.

Again, thank you for allowing me to share my input. I hope that you would reconsider your options and 
avoid making drastic cuts to the DHSS budget that would significantly impact tho communities in Alaska 
and the people who live in them.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Wheeler 
Program Director

A United Way Agency
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Senate Finance Committee websiia; osBaia.ska.org

State Senate 
• State Capitol 

Juneau, A K  99801-1182

RE: Human Services M atching Grant, DHSS operating budget 

Dear Senators:

I have some concerns to address on the recommended operating budget for the 
Departm ent o f  Health and Social Services. I am unable to attend the budget hearing, so 
this is m y w ritten testimony.

Anchorage and Fairbanks are facing a potential 25 percent cut o f  the Hum an 
Services M atching Grant from the DHSS budget for next fiscal year.

Every year the state (through DHHS) funds a Human Services M atching Grant to 
Anchorage and Fairbanks, which is m atched by those cities and distributed to nonprofits. 
This year, the DHSS request was for $1.7 m illion -  $1.3 to the M unicipality o f 
A nchorage and $400,000 to Fairbanks N orthstar Borough, In the House proposed DHSS 
budget, the cut to the grant was 10 percent. However, the House also gave DHSS an 
Unallocated Reduction o f  $7,2 m illion, which DHSS in turn cut a handful o f programs, 
including the H um an Services Matching Grant.

We realize that even if  the Senate restores more o f  the funding for this grant, the 
budget will need to be reconciled between the two legislative bodies.

The 25 percent cut, although better than a 100 percent cut, will im pact Anchorage and 
Fairbanks nonprofits. Any cut will impact agencies who help those m ost vulnerable in 
our com m unities -  homeless w om en and children; women experiencing domestic 
violence; families; children: the elderly; the hungry; the poor; those needing in-home 
respite care and health services. If  you w onder about the statewide benefit, many o f these 
organizations help people from outside o f  our respective areas, as they travel to us, write 
or call for assistance.

If  there is a 25 percent loss o f this grant. Catholic Social Services w ill probably not 
lose funding. However, health and hum an service providers in Anchorage rely on each 
o ther’s services to deliver a continuum o f  care with services to people in need: from 
em ergency shelter, to health services, to transitional housing, and more. I f  any o f  these 
services are cut, it hinders the remainder o f  the service providers from helping those who 
arc m ost vulnerable in our community.

Should the grant be completely eliminated, Catholic Social Services would face a 
significant shortfall to our Beyond Shelter, St. Francis House, and Clare House programs. 
These program s help families in their struggles w ith homelessness -  either helping them 
after they have been homeless (Beyond Shelter), to avoid homelessness (St. Francis 
House) o r while they are homeless -  and in crisis (Clare House).

Adoption • Beyond Shelter • Brother Francis Shelter /Anchorage • Brother Francis Shelter /Kodiak 
Clare House * Elder House • Immigration & Refugee Services • McAuley Manor • Pregnancy 

a  Umicd Way Agency Support Services • Special Needs Respite • St. Francis hfouse
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Catholic Social Services/Page 2

I am asking you to cither restore this grant in full, or at the least, maintain the 
current amount recommended by the HESS Finance Subcommittee. Any assistance you 
can provide to make sure this important grant program is not out substantially or 
eliminated would be greatly appreciated by Anchorage and Fairbanks nonprofits, but 
most importantly* by the clients wc serve.

On the larger picture, please reconsider the cuts which impact those most 
vulnerable in our communities: the poor, the disabled, the mentally ill, those suffering 
from alcohol and drug addictions, the children stuck in foster care and waiting for a 
permanent home. Catholic Social Services serves many of these people directly and 
indirectly and we must advocate on their behaif. Please remember this budget impacts 
people -  the most vulnerable in our Alaskan communities -  they arc not just a line item 
on the budget page.

Sherry L. Hill, M.Sc,
Director of Community Relations
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NOTES/COMMENTS.

I  aru  •w riting to  aak  d m  th e  f in in c c  co m m ittee  p lease  n o t  c u t 2 0 %  h o m  th e  b u d g e t fo r  su b s tan ce  
ab u se  tre a tm e n t. I  am  a  m e m b e r of us M e e tin g  th e  C hallenge P ro g ram . O u r  g ro u p  w aa in  J u n e a u  a t  th e  
e n d  o f  M a tc h  to  h e lp  you , th e  leg isla tu re , p u t  a  £»ce to  th e  issue o f  su b s tan ce  abuse  a n d  tre a tm e n t.

I  am  a reco v e rin g  h e ro in  ad d ic t. I  w as  in  active ad d ic tio n  fo r  o v e r  2 2  years. I  a m  a  2 nd g en e ra tio n  
a d d ic t  I n  1 9 9 5 1 b ecam e  read y  to  ch an g e  m y  life. I  w as lb le  to  p a rtic ip a te  in  a d ru g  tr e a tm e n t p ro g ra m . I  
c o m p le te d  th a t p ro g ra m  a n d  a fte rcare . I  le a rn e d  basic  life slrilla. I  -was g iv en  th e  in fo rm a tio n  I  n e e d e d  to  
re a c h  o u t  to  ad d itio n a l re so u rce s  to  h e lp  m e  w ith  m e n ta l &  physical h e a lth  issue*. I w as g iv en  th e  to o ls  to  
h e lp  m e  in  m y  recovery . M o s t im p o rtan tly , I  w as g iven  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  S T O P  u sin g  lo n g  e n o u g h  to  
le a m  h o w  to  stay  d e a n . 1 ce le b ra ted  7  y e a n  d e a n  o n  A pril 2 , 2002.

I  am  n o w  a p ro d u c tiv e  m e m b e r  o f  society . I  am  em ployed  fu ll tim e . I  a m  also  se lf-em ployed  in  
the s u m m e r  as a fish ing  g u id e  o n  th e  K e n a i  I  a m  able to  be  a  p a re n t to  m y  ch ild ren . I  a m  active  in  
c o m m u n ity  serv ice a n d  in  cu ltu ra l even ts . I  am  n o  lo n g e r  a  d ra in  to  S ta te  re so u rces in  te rm s o f  A F D C , 
fo o d  s ta m p s , fo o d  banks, M ed ica id , u n p a id  hdla, dom es tic  v io lence, u n em p lo y m en t, o n  a n d  o n  ad  n ausea .

S u b stan ce  ab u se  tre a tm e n t D O R S  W O R K . P lease h e lp  to  m ake  i t  availab le  w h e n  p eo p le  reach  
o u t  fo r  h e lp . I t  costB less to  sen d  4 peo p le  to  tre a tm e n t th an  i t  d o es  to  h o u se  one  in m ate  fo r  1 year.
T h e re  a re  o v e r  300 p e o p le  p e r  d ay  o n  w a itin g  lis t try in g  to  g e t in to  tre a tm e n t. M any  o f  these  w ill g e t  in to  a 
jail b e d  w h ile  they  w a it fo r  tre a tm en t. W o rse  yet, m an y  will d ie  w hile  they  w a it becau se  th ey  c a n n o t face 
a n o th e r  d ay  o f  th e  hellish  life o f  a n  a d d ic t

R esp ec tfu lly  
A m u . S ap p ah

SOB N O R T H  P A R R  S T R E E T  A N C H O R A G E ,  AK 9»S08
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Alaska State Legislature

Picas* e n t e r  in to  th e  r t w n i  my t e s t im o n y  to  th e  s o w r e  'P iN A H O t

Committee ©n HB 403 Operatmg Budget , dated March 27,2002
-------------- UllJsabpd-----------------------------------------    1----------—

X am very concerned about th e p o ss ib le  c lo su re  o f tho N in ilch ik  DOTw *• ’
These men do a f a n ta s t ic  job of keeping cu r highways safe fo r our community, e sp ec ia lly  th e  ones of us who depend on using the 
roads to  tra v e l to  our work every day. My husband commutes 84 m iles to  Kenai every weekday, my son and daughter-in-law commute- to  Soldotna, 72 m iles a day. I  only have to  d riv e  f iv e  m iles but my grandson tra v e ls  14 m iles a day to  school. To c lo se our DOT 
and add our roads to  Homer and Soldotna DOT i s  a very, very bad 
and irresponsible- id ea . They have tro ub le  m aintain ing th e i r  own road m iles as a l l  o f us who have to  t ra v e l in  both areas a lready know. To add ours to  th e i r  a rea i s  ju s t  asking fo r  many more 
acc iden ts and deaths both in  the w inter and summer.WHY on ea rth  *f 
do you want to  cu t so many e s s e n tia l services?  My husband and I 
earn over $70,000 a year and we are w illin g  to  pay our f a i r  share of taxes. Bring back the income t a x . . .PLEASE.
I  urge you to  recon sid e r and not c lose th e  N in ilch ik  DOT.

Signed: ^  Jack ie Bear

Representing (optional)

P.O. Box 39283 N in ilch ik , Alaska 99639
-g p -g .  -  -- - "

9 0 7 - 5 6 7 - 3 3 4 4

PI ue number



fROLLNINILCHIK COMMUNITY LIBRARY FAX NO : 90756733T!
lirtn-dU-dUUr: wcu IIMO HJ1 rtlillftULU UlblKIUI nin iTOT.uw<t.........  Mar- 27 2002 05:05PM PI

Alaska State Legislature

Please eater iato  the record m y tejtknony to  the s t m t s  p jm a c n
CTOUmttMIltCflt

Committee on HB 403 Operating Budget , dated Yr 2 -cz&
 • ^ iiiYT'i u ^ a   ~  *

/Qo T^'f — -"Zl

^ s p s /2x—<z>^

P  S  -  — 4 ^ -  s^a~

Signed:

ELrpratmiag (optional)

/3̂ => *?<£ 5*? 
A3SS5  ---------------------------------------  *“

6 ^ 7 - 3 3 ^
Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature

Plew  enter into the record my testimony to the saw re TimwcK
coffiOTttoc rucac

Committee on HB 403 Operating Bodgct , dated Ca'A-.oV-'^ot>7 _
~  Ril#/«ubjeet

Subject: Proposed Elimination O f The Ninilcliik D.O.T. Station

How long will it take for a Homer or Soldotna based grader to plow Oil Well Road which is 40 
miles from either direction?

Will our State maintained side roads, traveled by »chool buses, be cleared prior to our children 
being picked up?

Will the middle o f the Sterling Highway, from Anchoi 'oint to Kasilof, be left unplowed, until 
Homer and Soldotna areas have been plowed first, present a danger to commuters traveling North 
and South?

Will plow trucks from Homer and Soldotna try to arrive in Ninilchik at the same time to facilitate 
traffic flow?

Will the business communities in Homer and Soldotna/Kcnai discriminate against residents, 
looking for work in these areas, in the Clam Gulch, Ninilchik, and Happy Valley areas because of 
potential travel delays to work due to unplowcd roads?

Are you closing the Ninilchik D.O.T. Station because we are a political “weak link” unlike 
Nikiski? j - r f

Signed:
Te«dfl« /

Representing (optional) 

AcJdmw

P ho» number

10 *d Si05 S8J i05 T3N XVJ OH IWGH IN £E;It WU 2005-N-HW
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From: Ninilchik Community Ambulance Association Board of Directors. 
Subject: HB 403 Operating Budget

Wc have a serious concern about the possible closing of the Ninilchik Dept, of 
Transportation Facility.

First is the I act that we responded lo 17 motor vehicle accidents last year 
between mile 119 & 144 of the Sterling Highway. T his represents 19.3% of 
our runs. We feel this number will only increase if  our D.O.T is closed. This 
section of highway will be the last area cleared of snow if  either I lomer or 
Soldotna D.O.T is assigned the task.

Second: Because the Caribou Hills is a major sno'.v machine rccrcotionn! area. 
Our only access to the lulls for our ambulance service is Oil Well rond. 
Ninilchik D.O.T keeps this road clear. We respunded to eight snow machine 
related accidents last year, This represents 10% o f our runs. We can only think 
that Oil Well road will be near the bottom of the list tor road maintenance if 
either Homer or Soldotna is assigned the task.

As these two sections of highway will be the farthest from Homer or Soldotna 
D.O.T facility it is our opinion that less time will be spent keeping the roads 
maintained in the summer & cleared of snow in the winter.

As you can see we c at on the Ninilchik D.O.T to keep these roads 
maintained & cleared of snow. As 29.3% oflast year’s runs counted on these 
roads being accessible we are deeply concerned that our response time to 
accident victims will increase.

Wc would like you to know wc feel strougly about keeping the Ninilchik 
D.O.T open.
Wo feel that the public safety would be- bolter served if  the Ninilchik D O.T 
were fully funded.

We hope you will keep our concerns in mind when funding HR 403.
Thanks for your time. NCAA.
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the SENATE-rinANOI 
“" ‘cpftbiaKPB n̂ nvc~*

Committee on HB 4Q3 Operating Budget , dited
bill # Subject S foz.

J  L O f / k - ^  , ' n

( o  k  ^  f e e *  rfe-esss-^y A  u i o *
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Signed; / ATY\r^v
T w d fie r

Z- - SejML '*y^?

'JL -rrw entlnc (optional)
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“ H i. I ’d  lik e  a  la rg e  o rd e r  o f  s a lm o n e lla  a n d  a  s id e  o f  E . c o l i” T h a t is 
p ra c t ic a l ly  w h a t y o u ’d  b e  o rd e r in g  i f  th e re  w e re  n o  h e a lth  in s p e c to rs .  T h e  
s ta le  p la n s  to  d o  a  b u d g e t c u t a n d  in  th is  b u d g e t  c u t  th e y  w a n t to  lay  o f f  a ll 
th e  h e a l th  in s p e c to rs .  T h e s e  h e a lth  in s p e c to rs  a re  th e  p e o p le  th a t  m a k e  s u re  
th e  fo o d  y o u  a re  b u y in g  in th e  s to re  is p a c k a g e d  sa fe ly . T h e y  a re  m a k in g  
su re  th e  r e s ta u ra n ts  y o u  d in e  in m e e t  th e  h e a lth  e x p e c ta t io n s .  T h e y  m a k e  
su re  th a t th e  m e a ls  y o u r  ch ild  is  r e c e iv in g  a t s c h o o l w e re  p re p a re d  c o r re c t ly  

a n d  e v e n  m o re  th a n  th a t.
W ith o u t th e s e  h e a l th  in s p e c to rs  w h o  w o u ld  m a k e  s u re  th a t  w h a t y o u  

a rc  e a t in g  is  s a fe ?  W h o  w o u ld  e n fo rc e  th e  s ta n d a rd s  th a t k e e p  y o u r  food  
s a fe ?

T h in k  a b o u t  it. H a v in g  n o  h e a l th  in s p e c to rs  is lik e  h a v in g  n o  p o lic e . 
T h e re  w o u ld  be  n o  o n e  to  e n fo rc e  th e  ru le s  an d  re g u la t io n s  a n d  n o  o n e  to  
ta k e  c a re  o f  th o s e  th a t d o n 't  m e e t e x p e c ta t io n s .  T h in k  a b o u t  it. W o u ld  y o u  
re a lly  w a n t to  liv e  in a to w n  w ith  n o  p o lic e ?  N o . Y ou w o u ld n ’t. A n d  n e i th e r  
w o u ld  y o u  w a n t to  liv e  in  a to w n  w ith  n o  h e a lth  in s p e c to rs .

H e a lth  in s p e c to rs  m a k e  s u re  th a t  fo o d  b o rn e  il ln e s s e s  lik e ; 
S ta p h y lo c o c c u s , C . p e r f r in g e n s , S a lm o n e lla ,  C . b o tu l in u m , B . c e re u s , 
C a m p y lo b a c te r ,  E .c o li a n d  o th e r  p o te n tia l ly  s e r io u s  i l ln e s s e s  d o n ’t  g e t in to  
y o u r  fo o d .

H ere  is  th e  q u e s tio n . W ill w e  a l lo w  th e  s ta te  to  ta k e  o u r  h e a lth  s a fe ty  
a w a y  fro m  u s?  O u r  a n s w e r  is n o . W e c a n ’t d e c id e  fo r  y o u  b u t  w e  h o p e  y o u  

sa y  n o  to o .
S in c e re ly ,

H a lf re k  a n d  A n y a n k a  V D  
154 R iv e rv ie w  
S o ld o tn a  A K , 9 9 6 6 9

2 6 2 -6 6 5 0

N o te : a  1 3 -y e a r-o ld  g ir l ,  th e  g ra n d  d a u g h te r  o f  a  s ta te  h e a l th  o f f ic e r  a n d  h e r  
f r ie n d  w ro te  th is .  T h e  id e a  an d  c o n te n t  w a s  th e ir s .  T h e  o n ly  a s s is ta n c e  
g iv e n  w a s  to  p ro v id e  in fo rm a tio n  a s  to  w h a t  i l ln e s s e s  o n e  c o u ld  g e t from  
c o n s u m in g  c o n ta m in a te d  food .



Alaska State Legislature

P le a s e  e n te r  in to  th e  re c o rd  m y  te s t im o n y  to  th e  ^  F k/A rC
com m ittee name

C o m m itte e  o n  /yg </03 , d a te d
bill # /  subject

S ig n e d :
Testifier

Sttf
J

Representing (optional)

/ S L/ IP/iff t?i//S (J Solaota/a 99c,(?9
Address

7 ~US~0
Phone number



T a lk e e tn a  H is to r ic a l S o c ie ty  M u seum
P.O. Box 76 

Talkeetna, AK 9QR76

April 15, 2002
907-733-2487 

Fax 907-733-2484

State o f  Alaska 
Senate
Senator Dave Donley 
Mail Stop 3100 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Donley,

The Talkeetna Historical Society respectfully requests reinstatement o f  the funding for 
the State’s Retail Food and Sanitation Program. I understand funds from this program 
will not be available in the FY 03 Operating Budget.

Talkeetna is unable to provide the essential environmental health services that the 
Department o f Environmental Conservation (DEC) currently provides. Loss o fthese  
services will impact the M oose Dropping Festival, which is an opportunity for food 
vendors to  sell their products. Currently we work with DEC to ensure that food vendors 
meet the State requirements for our July festival that attracts thousands o f  visitors 
annually.

The Society’s M oose Dropping Festival is the chief fundraiser for restoration o f  historic 
properties in the Historic District, and operating costs o f  the Museum. Since we do not 
charge for admittance or parking to the festival, an im portant source o f  income is booth 
rental space. Insurance cost for the festival has risen steadily, and we understand that it 
will rise considerably more if  we allow food vendors who have not passed DEC 
inspection. We cannot absorb this cost.

Please re-think the impact removing these funds will have on the health and safety o f  
communities outside o f  Anchorage.

Talkeetna Historical Society

CC: Janice Adair, Director, Division Environmental Health



April 18,2002

Your proposed cuts to social service program s arc going to have an extrem ely detrim ental impact 
on future state budgets. Reducing funding to M edicaid, Denali Kid C are. Foster Parent Program s, Alcohol 
& Tobacco Use C essation/Prevention Program s, Pow er Cost Equalization, M enial Health Program s, 
AVTEC, General A ssistance, Education, Suicide Prevention, Education, Public Health N urses, Adoption 
Program s, Fam ily Preservation Program s, Head Start, TANF, and other vital program s will have result in 
even m ore calis to Em ergency M edical Service providers.

As Health & Safety Educator for Tanana C hiefs Conference, 1 daily see the com bined positive 
effects o f  the program s you propose to cut. During m y trips to com m unities throughout the U pper Tanana, 1 
often receive requests for additional social services, especially mental health services. 1 relay these 
m essages to Ihe Tok A rea C ounseling Center, but they already have too large a caseload.

Additional funding cuts to social service program s is going to result in even few er people 
receiving services, resulting in increases in dom estic violence, elder abuse, child abuse, sexual assault, 
violent crim es, alcoholism , drug abuse, and suicide. This is entirely contrary to the goals o f  G overnor 
Knowles and to the prom ises you m ade to your constituents when you ran for State Senate.

Many people who dedicate them selves to social service work countless hours o f  overtim e without 
asking for, o r expecting, com pensation. Y our proposed cuts arc going further overburden these people, 
cause burnout, and lead to an apathetic w ork force that can no longer provide the individualized services 
that their at risk clients require in o rder to rem ove them selves from dependency upon social services. The 
idiocy o f  your proposed budget cuts is beyond words.

During my volunteer w ork at the U pper Tanana Aging Program  I often hear elders discussing 
w hether to buy necessary m edication or to heat their hom es. I f  Pow er Cost Equalization funding is reduced, 
they will be forced to  discuss w hether to  buy food, heating oil, o r m edication. For som e elders, the meal 
they receive from the U pper Tanana A ging Program is the only meal they have that day.

As a volunteer Em ergency M edical Technician for Tok A rea Em ergency M edical Service, 1 am 
one o f  the 28 volunteer medical personnel who cover an area the size o f  the State o f  V irginia. O ne-third o f  
our m em bers a r .  Em ergency M edical Technician-1 IPs, the highest training level w ithout m oving to  attend 
a param edic program . O ur service has been extrem ely proactive in training it’s m em bers. The result is a 
high level o f  care not possible in m any rural areas.

As medical training requires re-certification every  two years, the loss o f  training funds will result 
in advanced care no longer being provided. Being the first medical service on the A laskan side o f  the 
ALCA N , in the sum m er m any o f  our patients arc elderly and require advanced m edical procedures. 
W ithout continued m edical training and equipm ent funds Alaska will becom e prohibitive to all visitors 
except the most hardy. The hardy are often the young w ith the sm allest disposable income. Thus a cut 
social services will also  have a detrim ental effect on tourism.

Petroleum, forcslry, and com m ercial fishing operations will also have a sm aller pool o f  
Em ergency M edical Technician to hire from to provide medical services. This will result in h igher death 
rates in the oil, logging, and fishing industries. These deaths will be a direct result o f  your actions.

Please do not cut funding to the people who daily are w orking tow ards m aking A laska a healthier 
and safer place to raise the next generation o f  Alaskans.

To: Senate Finance Subcommittee Members:

Sincerely,

M ary L. Martin 
PO Box 434 
Tok. AK 99780-0434
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April 24 ,2002

Senator Donley 
Senate Finance Committee

Dear Senator:

This letter is in response to the proposed cut to the EMS and BRU grants. This cut is a 
substantial cut lo programs already in crisis.

1 am appalled at the apparent political gaining that is going on. I am constantly reminded 
o f “the fiscal gap” by the media and the Legislature, I understand that the Legislature 
needs to find ways to cut spending. What I see happening is the Legislature making cuts 
to programs like EMS, education and other programs that are a necessity for the public to 
have access to.

Do you think that your proposed cuts to these areas will sway the public on the State 
income tax proposal or State sales tax proposal. Do you think we will ju st roll over and 
tell you-go ahead and tax us even more, we need these services, wc will pay even more?

This is what 1 see coming from our elected officials. Why don’t you listen to your 
constituents? There are excesses in our government spending. Look closer to the 
problem for the solutions. Look at the areas o f “fluff” , not the public safety or education 
areas to cut.

Please do not make these cuts. It would be devastating. Thank you for your time in this 
matter.

Sincerely,

Jodi K. Zufelt 
4121 Edinburgh Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99502
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: April 18,2002
TO: Senate Finance Committee

FROM : Elizabeth A. S a r v e t ^ " ^
Legislative Information Officer

SUB.JECT: Testimony for Senate Finance Committee Hearing

Please accept the enclosed original(s) o f  w ritten testim ony for the Senate Finance 
Com m ittee hearing that was scheduled for 04/18/02.

Copies o f  this testimony were transmitted by fax on 04/18/02.

Thank you.

Enclosures: 5
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

r i e a s e  enter in to  th e  r e c o rd  m y  te s t im o n y  to  th e  

c o m m it te e  o n
bill/subject   Ti %Ĵ ----•

W e  n e e d  to  fu n d  o u r s tu d e n t’s ed u ca tio n . 1 a m  u rg in g  y o u  to  se ttle  fo r 
n o th in g  le ss  th a n  $ 1 9 0  per ch ild  sch o o l in c re ase  in  e d u c a tio n  fu n d h g . W e 
h a v e  fa ile d  to  k e e p  u p  w ith  in fla tio n  fo r  m o re  th a n  a  d ecad e . A la s k a ’s 
c h ild re n  a re  p a y in g  th e  p rice . F u n d  e d u c a tio n  as a  c o n s titu tio n a l i; an d a tc  
b e fo re  o th e r  p ro g ra m s  a re  fun d ed . I su p p o rt the  o p tio n  o f  tu n d in g  ed u ca tio n  
w ith  m o n ie s  f ro m  th e  p e rm a n e n t fu n d ! I am  a lso  in  fa v o r o f  ta k in g  m o n ie s  
o u t o f  e a c h  in d iv id u a l p a y  c h e c k  o n c e  a  y e a r  for e d u c a tio n  o n ly . T h is  w as 
d o n e  in  th e  p a s t a n d  co u ld  be  d o n e  n ow . I f  w e se t up  tax es  w e  n e e d  an 
e x p e n s iv e  s tru c tu re  to  su p p o rt th a t sy stem .

Signed:

Phone No
t r l iU PCVFW.I-H-IH



April 23. 2002,
Senator D ave Donley 
Finance C om m ittee co-Chairmun 
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Senator Donley,

As a 23-year residenL o l 'the  Great Stale o f  Alaska, I have had many memorable outdoor 
experiences in the Alaska Stale Parks. T cannot imagine this stale without the access to 
the country that these parks provide. T he  ability to fish the Kenai Pen insu la’s rivers and 
lakes, ski tlirough the quiet o f  w in te r ,  and  to  sit quietly watching w ild l i f e  is so vital to an 
A la s k a n . I t  all h a p p e n s  almost e x c lu s iv e ly  in th e  state parks o f  tliis s ta te .

We need our Stale Park System intact to live the life that brought so m any  o l 'us  here and 
lo sustain the future o f  our stale through tourism. The business o f lo u r ism  is thriving in 
Alaska- and it is a renewable resource that we must preserve.

Please support our parks by eliminating or severely limiting cuts to the lifeblood of 
Alaska-Our State Park budget.

Sincerely,

C h e ry l R v k a c z c w s k i  
POB 3853
Homer, Alaska 99ti03 
r-skifcr)xvz.nel.............  J ........
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A p r i l  2 2 ,  2 0 0 2

D a v e  D o n le y , C o -c h a ir  
S e n a t e  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e  
F ax : 9 0 7 - 4 6 5 - 6 5 9 5

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D o n le y :

I  a m  w r i t i n g  t o  e x p r e s s  m y  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  
P a r k s ,  a n d  u r g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  p a r k  u s e r  f e e s  t o  
" R e c e i p t  S u p p o r t e d  S e r v i c e s "  a n d  r e s t o r e  t h e  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  c u t .

C lo s u re  o f  t h e  p a r k s  w o u ld  b e  a  d i s a s t e r  f o r  A la s k a n s  a n d  v is i to r s  a l ik e .  
W ith o u t m a in te n a n c e ,  g a r b a g e  c o l le c t io n  o r  r e s t  ro o m s , t h e s e  t r e a s u r e s  w ill 
b e  v a n d a l iz e d ,  b e c o m e  f il th y  a n d  p r e s e n t  a  h e a l th  h a z a r d  a s  w ell. C lo s in g  
th e  p a r k s  d o e s  n o t  p r o te c t  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  in  t h e s e  p a r k s ,  a n d  
r e s to r in g  th e m  la t e r  w ill b e  f a r  m o r e  c o s tly .

H e re  In S i tk a ,  C a s t le  Hill is  v is i t e d  b y  th o u s a n d s  o f  t o u r i s t s  f ro m  all o v e r  t h e  
w o rld , c o m in g  h e r e  o n  t h e  c r u is e  s h ip s .  R ich  in  h is to r y ,  i t  Is o n e  o f  o u r  
f e a tu r e d  a t t r a c t io n s .  I m a g in e  h o w  d is g u s t in g  i t  will b e  fo r  v is i to r s  to  f i nd  it 
u n k e m p t  a n d  d ir ty .  I t  will  b e  a n  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  fo r  S i tk a  a n d  A la s k a .

Local r e s id e n t s  u s e  Ha l i b u t  P o in t R e c re a t io n  A re a  a n d  O ld S i tk a  e x te n s iv e ly .  
T h e ir  s h o r e l in e  lo c a t io n s ,  f o r e s t ,  a n d  t r a i l s  a r e  o u ts t a n d in g .  T h e  H a l i b u t  P o in t 
R ec. a r e a  is  n o t  o n l y  a  f a v o r i te  s p o t  fo r  g r o u p  g a t h e r in g s  a n d  p ic n ic s ,  b u t  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  u n i q u e  c o m b in a t io n  o f  ro ck y  s h o r e ,  i s la n d ,  b e a c h ,  s t r e a m  a n d  
r a in f o r e s t ,  is  a ls o  u s e d  b y  s t u d e n t s  o f  N a tu ra l H is to ry  a n d  B io lo g y . An 
i s o la te d  c o m m u n i ty ,  S i tk a  h a s  o n l y  1 4  m ile s  o f  r o a c  s y s t e m ;  t h e r e  a r e  no  
o th e r  c o m p a r a b le  l a n d s  a v a i la b le  to  t h e  pub l i c .  I d o n 't  k n o w  w h e r e  w e  will 
g o  if w e  c a n ' t  u s e  t h e s e  p a rk s .

P l e a s e  v o t e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  S t a t e  P a r k s .

O rv a l S . W e c k e l III  
P .O . B ox 6 3 jJ  
S i tk a ,  AK 9 9 8 3 5  
9 0 7 - 7 4 7 - 4 5 2 2



State Of Alaska 
Legislative Affairs Agency 
Kenai LIO
145 Main St Lp.Ste 217 
Kenai, AK 99611 
907-283-2030

Please acc ‘ “ 1 ' nal(s) of written testimony

............... is transmitted to your committee

for th e _________
was scheduled

teleconference hearing that

7 7

Thank You

/~/fl
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R e: B u d g e t  h e a r in g s  -  S B  2 8 9  ‘f
F ro m : J a m e s  E . F is h e r ,  1 7 i F a rn s w o r th  B J w d ^ S o lo d tn a , A K  9 9 6 6 9  

F a x : 2 6 2 -9 6 4 1  p h o n e : 2 /82-9601

W ill y o u  b e  a b le  lo o k  th e  A la s k a  p u b lic  in  th e  e y e  to  e x p la in  h o w  y o u  
h a v e  fa ile d  to  in s ti tu te  re a s o n a b le  f in a n c ia l  s u p p o r t  fo r  th e ir  e s se n tia l 

s ta te  s e rv ic e s?

S in c e  th e  S e n a te  h a s  a p p a re n tly  a p p ro x im a te d  th e  G e n e ra l F u n d  b u d g e t 
p ro p o s e d  b y  th e  H o u se , e v e n  m o re  m o d e ra te  S e n a te  c h a n g e s  w o u ld  re s u lt  in 
p a in fu l s la s h e s  fo r  e s s e n tia l  e d u c a tio n , p u b lic  h e a lth  a n d  s a fe ty . I a s k  wi l l  
th o s e  cu ts :

1. In  a n y  w a y  e n h a n c e  th e  o v e ra l l  l iv e s  o f  a ll A la s k a n  re s id e n ts , e v e n  
th o s e  w h o  o n ly  m u s t  w o r ry  a b o u t th e  s a fe ty  o f  s u c h  a s im p le  
m a tte r  a s  e a t in g  in  a  re s ta u ra n t?

2 . H o w  c a n  th e  e s tim a te d  re d u c t io n s  o f  19 -2 3 . o r  m o re , f e w e r  S ta te  
T ro o p e rs  a d e q u a te ly  re s p o n d  to  d e a th , d is a s te r  a n d  c r itic a l se a rc h  
a n d  re s c u e  fo r  a n y  o n e , o r  al l ,  o f  u s?

3 . H o w  c a n  o u r  c h ild re n  r e c e iv e  e v e n  th e  le v e l o f  e d u c a tio n  n o w  
a v a i la b le ,  u n d e r  o u r  p re s e n tly  s tre s s e d  f in a n c ia l s c h o o l sy s te m s ?

A n s w e r in g  th e  a p p a re n t  fac tu a l s i tu a tio n  o f  th e se  q u e s tio n s ,  c h a lle n g e s  
th e  S e n a te  to  e x p la in  th e  m u lt ip le  a d v e rs e  im p a c ts  th a t  wi l l  a f fe c t y o u r  
c o n s ti tu e n ts  a n d  o u r  n e ig h b o rs .

T O : Sena te f in a n c e  C om m it te e

W o n ’t fa ilu re  to  a v o id  th e  a d v e rs e  im p a c ts  o u tl in e d  a b o v e ,  lo o k  l i ke a 
fa ilu re  o f  n e rv e  o f  th e  S e n a te ?



FROM : BYERS SOLDOTNA ALASKA (899669) PHONE NO. : +907 262 6188
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Apr. 17 2002 10:06AM P01

A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e

Please enter Into the record my testimony to th e___________ Senate Finance
committee name

Committee on HB 403 / SB 289 Operating Budget, dated April 17,2002_____________
BIT#? subject / /

J  }/B 4*3 M  W -  & * *  .

t m  l l U  r  * * *  u H

t * # * *  '* »  ' / /  & ' ^  U  h  j L o
<eu u/an# mpOBucU G&lcfan J&  ,  _

L  m m ,. < £**» /< & * , /—
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Testifier 71 /J

Repreaenang (optional)

M  M L ,
Addreit

Phone number



A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g is la t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance
com m ittee name

Committee on HB 403 / SB 289 Operating Budget, dated April 17, 2002
bill # /  subject
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Representing (optional)
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A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g is la t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance
com m ittee name

Committee on HB 403 / SB 289 Operating Budget, dated April 17, 2002
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A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g is la t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance
com m ittee nams

Committee on HB 403 / SB 289 Operating Budget, dated April 17, 2002
bill # /  subject
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A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g is la t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance
com mittee nam e "

Committee on SB 289 / HB 403 Operating Budget, dated April 17, 2002
bill # /  subject

Honorable Senators of the Finance Committee:

I ask you to seriously consider not cutting education any further. Education funding has been 
eroded to the point that that our district is no longer able to offer competitive compensation 
packages to attract and keep the best and brightest teachers for our kids.

The teachers we have right now, were hired in the days when the Kenai Peninsula School 
District was able to go down to the lower 48 and pick from the best of the best at every job fair. 
Those days are gone. Today we are encouraging our most experienced teachers to LEAVE our 
schools in a sad attempt to make up for the lack of state funding.

Does anyone remember the days when:
There was an income tax.
There was no permanent fund dividend.
Education was a priority.

Today:
There is no income tax.
There is a permanent fund dividend 
Education is NOT a priority.

Inflation alone costs our schools $14.8 million dollars this year alone. Please increase the 
foundation formula. Our children and our s. i o o Is deserve to be a priority. Quality schools 
build strong citizens and strong communities.

Strong public schools prepare children for jobs of the 21st century.
FUND EDUCATION FIRST BEFORE FUNDING ANYTHING ELSE.

Signed: Bill Vedders_________________________________________________________________________
Testifier

Representing (optional)

P.O. Box 1484________ Kenai, Alaska 99611________________________________________________
Address

 283-3.122______________________________________________________________________________
Phone num ber



Alaska State Legislature

' T aJ / I A *  C£.P lease  en ter into the record my testim ony to the .
com m ittee nam e

com m ittee o n  u   da ted
bill/subject

I cannot understand why the Legislature wants to cut the State Parks Budget when these facilities help the 
second largest economy in the State, tourism, It is not as if it’s a budget of billions or even tens of millions of 
dollars! We are talking of cutting a budget that has been small, too small for all the years I can recall (35+).
I enjoy and use these parks all year long and want them to be open and their facilities available to us 
residents and the visitors that come here and add jobs and work to our State. Please do not vote to cut their 
funds.

Rick Ernst 
Box13172
Trapper Creek 99683 ph (907) 733-2721

4/17/02



A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la t u r e

Please enter into the record m y testim ony to the - ^ >  as .4-aJC £1________
Com m ittee nam e

Com m ittee o n _______________ <a *  3  £ 7 ~ ______________________ , dated /& ~ O
Bill/Subjcct

4-17-2002

Dear Sirs,

I am writing this letter in support of the treatment programs in Alaska. Over 
the years I have seen many people benefit from these programs. I personally know 
people who have come into these programs with no hope of living a clean sober 
life, with the help they have received they are living clean and sober lives; with 
years of sobriety. Something that they did not think possible and many other 
people did not think possible. They have become parents and have trained for new 
jobs and bought homes, but most important they have respect for themselves and 
other people; they also have serenity and a peace of mind. I would like to see no 
money cut from these programs. It is very important to many people to keep these 
programs going.

Representing (Optional)

Address &

Phone number


