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Serate Commirttee on tre Budget

Subject: Senate Committee on the Budget
Date: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 09:39:13 -0800
From: "Anne Sudkamp (and Tim Walker)" <lhacsl @uaf.edu>
To: Mindy_Rowland@ legis.state.ak.us

My family and | strongly support implementation of a State income tax. W
denounce further budget cuts, especially reducing welfare eligibility for
Alaska PFD recipients.

Anne Sudkamp
PO Box 83304
Fairbanks, AK 99708

Residence (not mailing) address:

1729 Flatpick Road
Fairbanks, AK 99709

1til 1 418/ 10:10AM


mailto:Mindy_Rowland@legis.state.ak.us

comments for Serate Finence Commirttee

Subject: comments for Senate Finance Committee
Date: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 10:47:53 -0700 (PDT)
From: Lewis Overton <lewy_o@yahoo.com>
Reply-To: lewy@iname.com
To: Mindy_Rowland@ legis.state.ak.us

09:08 4/18/2002
Senate Committee on the Budget
mindv rowland@ legis.state.ak.tis

First, thank you for listening. | write to protest what | see as a short sighted, head-in-the-sand approach to
state funding without benefit of a long term financial plan. | object. This is not what I elected my senator
and representatives to do.

The house may he "holding the line on spending”, but | feel very threatened. T he proposed budget
endangers both quality of life and public safety. The excuse is to avoid us; g dividends from the
Permanent Fund and to avoid taxing Alaskans in order to provide services to Alaskans. But state provided
services are needed. Some things we cannot do for ourselves and must do either collectively or not at all.

I can’t provide for myself the stale parks that have been developed ¢ 'ic years. 1 might buy land and
build or buy a cabin out Chena Hot Springs Road, or at Harding Lake, . Birch Lake, but I certainly cannot
provide my own recreational site at all of these. | am unwilling to carry a gun and go through the training
necessary to become my own Alaska State Trooper. 1doubt that 1could perform a competent food service
inspection for every place where | dine. Perhaps Fairbanks could do it for me, but what of those places
outside a city? Besides, shifting the burden from state to city saves no money. It increases costs by
increasing overhead through redundancy. Cuts causing reduction of timber sales directly cost us all.

So I don’t see the point of this incessant cutting. Some services are needed and are best provided on a
shared basis, through the state. Using the Permanent Fund dividends is not the honor it is made out to be;
that was the original intent of the fund. | was here when it began and I collected that first $1,000 dividend.
Even if the fund would not support our needs, Alaskans arc very lightly taxed. We, as a group, can
certainly afford lo pay our o\  way, but the idea of "doing it all ourselves" is quaint at best. Anachronistic
is a better word.

The last quarter century has seen a steady growth in quality of life. 1like the diverse definitions of a high
quality of life, but my choice includes some peace of mind from a good public safely and court system,
safe places to eat and to visit, outdoor recreation in a clean area, and not too many people. The only thing 1
sec the current budget proposal providing is not too many people. Some will leave. Not a good way lo
proceed.

Lewis Overton

3281 Edby Rd
Fairbanks.AK 99709-2657
907.479.6224

lewy o@yahoo.com

Do You Yahoo!?

1of2 4/ 10:14 AM
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Subject: SB 289
Date: Thu, IS Apr 2002 11:14:57 -0800
From: "Dael Devenport" <daeJd@hotmail.com>
To: Mindy_Ro\vland@ legis.state.ak.us

I am concerned about the reduction in the BVS Grants Program. | am an
EMT-Il in the Copper River Valley. This summer we are expecting a huge
increase in the number of tourists passing through our area due to a new
Princess Tours Lodge and a new National Park Service Visitor Center. Even
with our current EMS support, we do not have adequate resources to cover the
number of people or the large area. |If only one tour bus was involved in an
accident, we would not be able to provide the care needed even if we pooled
all of the BEMS resources in the entire Copper River region. If the BVS
Grants Program is reduced, our ability to provide adequate medical care to
people in our area will be further diminished. This means that people will
die for reasons that could be prevented with adequate EMS support. Please
reconsider the reduction of the BVS Grants Program.

Thank you,
Dael A. Devenport
EMT-II

Copper River BVS

Chat with friends online, try MSN Messenger: http://messenger.nsn.com

413/ 11:15AM
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April 18,2002

To members of the Senate Finance Committee:

The annual state PTA convention is happening today in Anchorage
concurrently with this opportunity to testify. Thus, many of us are
unable to personally testify at our local LIOs. On behalf of the
13,000 strong membership of the Alaska State PTA, we STRONGLY
urge you to increase education funding by the $190 per student
level for FY 03. Increased education funding is consistently one of
our most Important priorities as we witness the erosion of quality
education for our students due to ongoing inflation and other
Increased costs.

Members of PTA units throughout the state can testify to the fact
that we are being called upon more and more to raise funds locally
to help meet basic educational needs within our schools. Each year
we witness the loss of essential programs that motivate our
children to learn and succeed. We are losing the competitive edge
In attracting excellent teachers and administrators to come to
Alaska. This is happening at a time when we have established
higher standards and greater expectations for our students.

We understand the need to solve the state fiscal gap, but not at
the expense of your mandated duty to maintain a strong school
system statewide. Quality education for Alaska's children must be
the #1 priority. Please vote to Increase state education funding.


http://Mrww.akpta
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance
committee name

Committee on SB 289 / HB 403 Operating Budget, dated April 17, 2002
bill # / subject

Honorable Senators of the Finance Committee:

I ask you to seriously consider not cutting education any further. Education funding has been
eroded to the point that that our district is no longer able to offer competitive compensation
packages to attract and keep the best and brightest teachers for our kids.

The teachers we have right now, were hired in the days when the Kenai Peninsula School
District was able to go down to the lower 48 and pick from the best of the best at every job fair.
Those days are gone. Today we are encouraging our most experienced teachers to LEAVIS our
schools in a sad attempt to make up for the lack of state funding.

Does anyone remember the days when:
There was an income tax.
There was no permanent fund dividend.
Education was a priority.

Today:
There is no income tax.
There is a permanent fund dividend
Education is NOT a priority.

Inflation alone costs our schools $14.8 million dollars this year alone. Please increase the
foundation formula. Our children and our schools deserve to be a priority. Quality schools
build strong citizens and strong communities.

Strong public schools prepare children forjobs of the 21st century.
FUND EDUCATION FIRST BEFORE FUNDING ANYTHING ELSE.

Signed: Bill Vedders

Testifier

Representing (optional)

P.O. Box 1484 Kenai, Alaska 99611

Address

- 283-3472
Phone number
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(em appalled that you are again defunding medically necessary abortions for low-Income
women. Under the funding scheme proposed by HB 403, women with epilepsy, heart disease,
cancer, and many other conditions forwhom pregnancy Involves severe health consequences,
but not death, would be denied abortion coverage. This plan works against families who are
living below the poverty line. You are not taking into consideration the woman's health and the
Impact on her capacity to care for herself or her existing family that probably Includes children.

Rather than being a cost saving measure, this act will actually cost Alaska more money.
Ifthese women qualify for this medical care then they will qualify for pregnancy coverage. The
average public cost of coverage for an unplanned pregnancy and infant care for one year Is
approximately $30,000. In addition the State will be forced back Into litigation in what is sure to
be a losing battle, wasting the State's time and money in an era of severe budget shortfalls.

The Alaska Supreme Court unanimously rejected the defunding lest year. Yet the Republican
majority In the legislature consistently flout the checks and balances of our government when
they persist in trying to override the judicial branch. This Is un-American. | question your
commitment to 'he Alaska and US Constitution.

I understand you might not want to pay for this. There are many things the government pays for
that 1 do not support and may abhor. You are making these decisions based on your own
religious and moral beliefs. It is not your job to make such moral decisions for the entire state.
Just as Iwould not force any woman to have an abortion how dare you force a woman to carry a
problem pregnancy *o term.
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To members of the Senate finance Committee:

The annual state PTAconvention Is happening today In Anchorage
concurrently with this opportunity to testify. Thus, many of us are
unable to personalty testify at our local LICs. On behalf ofthe
13,000 strong membership or the Alaska State PTA, we STRONGLY
urge you to fund education at the $190 per student leva) for FT 03.
Increased education funding is conftatantiy one of our most
Important priorities es we witness the erosion of quality education
for our students due to ongoing inflation and othar Increased

Costs,

Members of PTAunits throughout the state can testify to the fact
mat we are being called upon more and more to raise hind* locally
to help meat basic educational needs within our schools. Each year
we witness the loes of essential programs that motivate our
children to ieem and succeed, We are losing the competitive adge
In attracting excellent teachers and administrators to come to
Alaska. This Is happening at a time When we have established
higher standards and greater ogpectetions for our students.

We understand the need to solve the state fiscal gap, but not at
the expense of your mandated duty to maintain a strong school
system statewide. Quality education for Alaska's children must bo
the #1 priority. Please vote to Increase state education tending.
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would like to express my support for maintaining and advancm% health and human
service programs in the new state budget. Sitka isa community that is blessed with
several outstanding community and social service agencies. Our commu,mtg relies -
heavily not only on the services these agencies provide, but also on the livable income
jobs these aé;enmes provide local professionals, 1salute and admire agencies such as
Center for Community. Youth Advocated of Sitka, Sitka Tribe of Alaska, Sitkans Against
Family Violence, Island* Counseling, SEARHC, Sitka Prevention and Treatment
Services, D.F.Y.S. and others for doing their part to help keep our community healthy
and safe. Most of these programs survive on either direct funding from the state of

Alaska, or grant funds from'the state.

Growing up as a kid in Petersburg during ihe mte 70's and early 80's, | have very vivid
memories 0f the family E)roblems and heart achs created in the community by rampant
drug and alcohol abuse, | am ve;y happy to say that | believe that the communities in our
region are much healthier toda%/. owever, thére is much work still to be done, and | am
afraid that if the mechanisms that provide alcohol and drug treatment and prevention are
cut in the budgetary process, it will be our children and families who suffer the most
Please help keep our communities sober and healthy by maintaining Health and Human
services funding at it's current levels.
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance

committee name

Committee on HB 403 /SB 289 Operating Budget, dated  April 17,2002

Bill # / subject
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Y17/02
TO:  Senate Finance Committee

Re:  Budget hearings - SB 289 A

From: James E. Fisher, 171 Farnsworth Blya, aolodtna, AK 99669
Fax: 262-9641 phone: 2p~960l

Will you be able look the Alaska public in the eye to exPIai_n how You
have failed to institute reasonable financial support for their essentia
state services?

Since the Senate has apparently approximated the General Fund budget

proposed by the House, even more moderate Senate changes would result in

Pﬁ'”f”' stlas es for essential education, public health and safety. Task will
0S8 CUuts:

L Inany way enhance the overall lives ofall Alaskan residents, even
those who only must worry about the safety of such a simple
matter as eating in a restaurant?

2. How can the estimated reductions of 19-23, or more, fewer State
Troopers adequately respond to death, disaster and critical search
and rescue for any one, or all, of us?

3. How can our children receive even the level of education now
available, under our presently stressed financial school systems?

Answering the apparent factual situation of these questions, challenges
the Senate to explain the multiple adverse impacts that will affect your
constituents and our neighbors.

Won't failure to avoid the adverse impacts outlined above, look like a
failure of nerve ofthe Senate?

tSo\Tin31702 tck-hcitrinj)
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Alaska State Lagislature

Pleufl enter into the record my teidmony to the %ﬂ%ﬁ&imﬂge
Committee on HB4CB/SBZ890perat|ng Budget, dtted  April 17,2002
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. Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance

Committee on HB 403 /SB 289 Operating Budget, dated  April 17, 2002

bill # / subject
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance

committee name

Committee on HB 403 /SB 289 Operating Budget, dated  April 17, 2002
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Alaska State Legislature

~ DILLINGHAM
Legislative Information Office

Please enter into the record my testimony to the 0 ( .<n.aV)\.C.fa.———_
committee name
committee on duted H - 17 -0 L

(bill)#/ subject)

Signed:

Ruprcscnting (optional;
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Address

Telephone
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Alaska8 Chilaren, Alaska's Future

Give ourschool?yourFULL supportee

"WHEREAS, our Alaska Constitution mindatas that the state provide in oducatlo.. systemthat offerers// our
mlldmtmqportmltytoamd inlife.

. WHEREAS, prandwgmed*qﬂmd;e&msmtlrwal oran urten issLe Itaan ) hiwe.

WHEREAS, researdlsfmsthatcTaI ty teachers are the most significant factor in student achieverrent, and thet
teachers get thejob done better witli a qualified wam of support staffand administrators.

WHEREAS, quality aducators arc linked to conrpetitive conmpensation; and ia this tinme oftia.iorwice shortages,
school districts st have the ability toattract and retain quality education profmmala

WHEREAS, each public w“ooerx{Jc ted lo inplerrent newstandards for teachingand | aming, honever the
State of Alaska hes failed to fund di oosts associated with suocessful Irrpl ionofnewschool

standards.
PN ——N (1] . (X (1 (/1110 714}
25% soma S200million.

WHEREAS, Alaska ranks dosd last among the state™ In K- 2 education spending as a percentage of total net
spending, and the percentage decline invper pupil spending over hepestt\/\odecachs Istha highest Intha.courntry.

WHEREAS, this prolonged dedline Inschodl fundiing hes cooul -cdwhile the stale is asking educators to raise
student standard.

WHEREAS educatars are inoreesingly being eqaecteltosahve rany of the ptobluni of our larger sodiety.
each child isentitled toa first dass opportunity to Iram. Hoaever, intoo schodls
instructional materials nr* Iradecate, textbooks aaouof«%m classsmsoretoolafgent?ryneedsofm

special needs students are inmret and school dlstnds lackihe resources toattract and retain quality taackers,
administrator! and education support professiorel

WHEREAS, sdnols*t’*eeaertllltoavlbrwuall oflifo in Alaska. The guality, of our schools will
affectwrahl%oa%aaatetoaitraiqahtyb adé(y]mceaﬁlmobsagalert)alltohsdevelqum

New, thereto

ProclaimAniup yﬁg{;t for Alaska’s Children, /isijyk Entire, a statewde carrmlgn ta achleve proper’

hadingef~r Is, and odrqtwe feedlngforeveiyAlaakaastad ......
/-> J 1l yo'& yi
Signed this j / <wof Mm P f'L / , 2002.

P. 02/09

- *Vfef fa V-
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Alaska’s Children, Alaska’s Future

Give ourschoolsyourFULL support K

WHEREAS, our Alaska Constitution mendates thnt the state provide an education system thet oflenal/ our
children the apportunity to sucoeed inlife.

WHCREaS, providing anndequuo educuion Unat iniral artinurtanisste. I1t'sm Alorhv\ ise '

WHEREAS, research shons that guality teachers sLe the rucst significant factor instudent achievenent, end dial
teachers get thojob done better wi agpyaliﬁedteaﬂofs.mrt and administrators,

WHEREAS, quality educators arc linked to conpetitive compensation; and in this tirme of netionwide shortages,
schodl dmlclsqr?lwt)t/mvetfedmlltytoattrai and retain cuality edication professionls,

WHEREAS, each public school toimplerrent nevvstandards for teach Ieamlng honever the
State of Alasia hes toiled tofondtht 0osts associated with suooessful mplemg%anm of rew

o

VHEREAS, fromfiscal year 199010 2000, Infiation hes CR ()
ZSn.somottOO million.

WHEREAS, Alaska ranks dead last anmong the' states mK-12 education percentage of total net
spending, and the percentage declinein per pupll mﬂmmﬁemm is the’highest inthocountry.

this prot decline inschool funding hes aocurred whille (he state Is asking educators to raise
WHEREAS, I protvinged ng (e ng

VWHEREAS edlcatars are intressirgly being expected tosolve reny of the prablens of aur larger sadiety:

WHEREAS, each child is onthled to e first class gpportunity'to leem. However, in too many schools
instructional matsritlt are inadecuate, textbooks areoumf%e classsixes are too larce, (heneecsof mary
Spedial needs students arc unet and schodl districts lack the resourcss to anract and retmnqjalltyteaiﬂs
administrators and education aLippoet professiorels.

WHEREAS, acheoli are essential to a vibrant quality of life mAlaska. ity of our schools will
affect our abilr asastatetoattnuqualltybwlm\a%ctxymmroe thJobscgualty

lateral lo this developrent.
New, therefifine ~
Proclaint ffkj dren Alaskafuture autatc,\MdJcn toachieve
fuadlag of oar egg\-j nding for every Abikan student Paic PRt

mfio.'ffdx 1'to
v, ot (B ey

IV/7at
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Alaska’s Children, Alaska’s Future

'‘Give our~cjkppl®your.FULL support;®

WHEREAS, our Alaska Constitution mandates that the state providean education systemthat dﬂ‘e)ﬂmr .

children tho opportunityta nuccivd In 11f*, wig -

"WHEREAS, providingu adequateeducation Isnot arural or anurbenisste. It'i mg
WHEREAS, reseermmm%alityteaimwctmmégiﬁmfw_qinWK oo, end thet
teachers get thejob dore bettr whh a qualified teamof suppart staffand administrators.

WHEREAS, quality oduciVirt are linked to conpetitive Conpensation: and in this time of hetlonwldo shortages,
school distridsqr?llétym\eﬁe abilityto attract and retain quality education professionéls.

WHEREAS, each pubdlic school is expected to inplenent newstandards for teachingand leaming, honever the
State of Alaska hes failed to fund the total cor.; associated with successful inplenmentation of newschodl

standarks. .
VWHEREAS, oy 5010200 e £ S UG LI DA)
574, some £20million. " 1

WHEREAS, Alaskaranks deed lastarhitg the states In K-12 education ingat a percentage of total ret
spending, sod the percentage decline in per pupil spending over the mm is the highest inthe country.

this dedline Inschool funding hes cocurmedwhile the state is asking educators to raise
%wmﬁd ng ng

WHEREAS, educators are Increasingly being exparted lo solve many ofthe problems o four larger society.

WHEREAS, each child isentitled loa first class opportunity to lears. However, Intoo mmeny schools

Instructionel neterialsare inecequete, textbooks arc out-of-cetc, class sizes arc too large, the re_edsofrm'y
special need students ara.unmet and k Hoo idistricts lack lire resources to attract and retain quality teacher!,
administrator! and edLication support professionals.

WHEREAS, good schools are essertial to a vibrant quality of Iifo In Alaika. The guality, of our schools will
affect our ability as astate to attract quality business and comrerce and thejobs collateral to this developnent.

Nowy; therefore,

Proclaimirtyrupport for Alaska™ Children, Alaska Future, a Statewide c-.u| toachieve proper
fondlag of oar : s,%rad agequate fonding forsvery Alaskan student Palge Prope
]

. "7 r
Sienedtills /7" dayof ijfiLIj 2002.

wadiy
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Alaska*s Children Alaska*s Future

"I GiveourSChp0|SyourFULL support;- " e

WHEREAS, our Alaska Corstitution mandates thet the state provide an education systemthet m:
childrenthe opportunity tosuoceed Inlife.

WHEREAS, providing anadequate education is not i-tvrai oranuinmn isse. 1t’s mm.a

WIEREAS, research shows thot quality teachers are the most significant factor, Instucent achieverrert; and thet
teedmgatﬁnjobdonebetterw oqualifiedteamof support staffand administrators.

Y/HEREAS, quality educators ate linked to cfipetitivo compensation; and inthis tine of faationwtcia shortages,
school dlstrlds st mveﬂeehlltytoattrwmd retain quality education prof&ssmnals

WIEREAS, each to inplenent newstandards for teaching and leaming, honever the
Suit ofAlaskams fuled Ioftmllfe oosts associated with sucoessful m’pl ion of newschoal

| F

WHEREAS, fram fiscal year 1990t0 2000, irfltion hes G
254, soma $200 million.

WHEREAS, Alaska ranks deed last among the state; In K 12 education ingas apercentage of total net sem
qaemllng,amlthepawt@obdmmmrpplsmMmmﬁepth|ﬁehlg‘amﬁEMy

WIEREAS, this declire in schodl funding hu ocourred while (e state is asking educators to raise
l prolonged ng (e ng

WWHEREAS educatars are inoreesingly being oqeedad lo solve reny of the praderns of our larger sadiety:
WHEREAS, each child |se|1|tledtoaﬁrstdassoppmm*t§o (cat. However, in too meny schools
instructional reterials ore ineckoate, textbooks air. out-of-Cate, dlasssizes aretoo large, the needs of many
Special students ore etand school dlstncls lack tht resources toattract tuidretain qalltyteamers
administrators and education support professionl

WHEREAS, goad schoals areessential toavibrant quality of lift in Alaska. Th mality, of our schools will
affect our ability as a suit toattract quality business and comerce and the Jobs collateral tothis developrrent.

Nowy, therefore,
. ptsmse LiSQt. '

Predaluk tjujiupporrfor Alceka’e Chltirta, Atoka future, a natrpdde canpaign to adme\/e
folding efJeljrec%%%lr and adeqﬁteft|| ndlie far everyAIuekaastu%%nt J pr»p*V

Sigred this "*j.dayof_.AprI'l , 2002
P-0&?'70 . |

» * Xe I'[*
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Alaska’s Children Alaska’s Future

- eGive tiitr schoolsyour FULL suppoH ]

WHEREAS, our Alaska Constitrtich nalmtesmmestateprovideanedmimwmw d(ﬂa:
children tit* opportunity 10 succeedin life.

."WWHEREAS, providing an adequate education isnotimn| oran urban isste. It’s an/fatfonlsstivi

WHEREAS, researchshows thet quality teachers are the nost significant factor, Instudent achieverrent, and that
tea:hersgetthe job done better with a qualified teamof support staffand adinistrators.

WHEREAS, quality educators are linked lo conpetitive conrpensation; and inthis tine of retiorwioe shortages,
school diitricts st have the ahility w attract and retain quality education professionals.

ic schoal is expected to inplerrent nevwstandards for teaching and tearing, 1 mevor the

WHEREAS, each publ
Sat* of Alaska hes failed to furd tho coal costs associated with sucoessful Inplementation of newschod

PR ——— ) (.i(| {1 ({14008

2, soma 00 million.

WHEREAS, Alaska ranks cked last among thostates in Ko 2 education ingas a percentage of total net
spending, and tho percentage decline in per pupll mﬂmmﬁap&t&%mﬁeh@ﬂ Inthe courtry.

WHEREAS, this dedline in schodl funding h« occurred while tho'state Is asking eduicators torshe
prolonged ng ng

VVHEREAS, oducuon art inoressingly beingexpedlid tosolve rany of the problnmi of our larger ooty
WHEREAS, each child Lientitled Ioaﬁrstdassq;nnn to leam. However, in too meny schools

instructionel meterials arc ineckoLete, texthooks amoul-of-chic. class sizosare too large, the neeckof mary
Special needt students are et and school districts laok the resources toattract and retain oulity unchns,
administrators and education support professiorels.

WHEREAS, good schools are essertial to nvibrant ouelity of life in Alaska. The quality;, of our schoals will
affedwrabilltyasastatetoattraiqalltybﬂma”dwmeroemdﬁmobs lateral to this developrrent,

Now, therefore,

r
Proctainc |aq30rtforAI jldren, Alaska Futare, astaiewde campaign to achieve
funding iag for every Alaskan itudkant J Proper

Signed tills 1% Qytof AM C 2002 |

Ad-Strv

oSuMu” rrJOJL"S
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To the legislators of the state of Alaska,

I i\ .id teach in the community of Dillingham. This small community has a sales tax,
property tax, and federal income tax along with many other taxes. | realize that it is
difficult to fund all needs of Alaska*3 citizens equitably, but that is your responsibility.
Our rural schools need money to help recruit and keep teachers, maintain school
buildings, and supply children with textbooks and materials. The children of our
communities are our future. Please pro/ide the means to educate them well.
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Alaska’s Chilcren, Alaska’s Future

Give OurschoolsyourFULL support ® ®

WHEREAS, our Alaska Corsstitution mandate thet the tute provide an education systemthet offersoff our
children the opportunity to succeed in life. (

WHEREAS, providing aitndecuate eduicationis nat arenl oran urten issue. It's an/ffaifemis*u®

WWHEREAS, research shows (M quality leachon are the most significant factor Instucent achieverrent, and thet
teachers get ‘fRjob dore better with nqualified teamof support staffand administrators.

WHEREAS, qualityeducators are linked to conpetitive Gonpersation; and infills tie ordatmmdestmags
schodl dlarldsqr?ltst}/mm ahilityto attracta”d retain quality education professioral

WHEREAS, each public schodl is expected to inplerrent newstandards for teaching and leaming, honever the
State of Alaska kesrjftalﬁled tofund the total mstsgnyoaated With sucoessful m’plm’argtanm of mn/%m

e 8 L U g T
Z5tt, some <200 million . (

WHEREAS Alaska rank* dead last among lheSale"anmEt ng asa percentace of total net
Sending, aﬂﬁeperoertagededlmlnperpplsperd msttv\ode(aje*lsmehgm Inthe country.

«*

WHEREAS, ﬁUproIor‘geddecllne inschool fudrgmsoawedv\hleﬁestate Uasking educators to raise
studknt standardk,

WHEREAS, eduction are increesmely being expected to solve many of Ihe problems o fc .r larger society.

each child isantitled toa first class loleant. However, intoo sdhools
WE{ASMM malerialsare i qmm%te, classszesaretoo( nﬂ(i{eyreais ofmany
Special reedssmartsareu*rreta”dsdml districts ladk the reeourca* to attract anr i ruin quality teachers
administrators and education support professiarals.

WHEREAS, good schools arc essertial lo »vibrart quality of life in Alaska. The guality, of oor schools willl
atffeotourabn%?gj aatatetomractqﬂlltyhtslneu%%lg]moeaﬁﬁrmobs I etryal tothis developent.

Nowy therefore,
X M<rftr#un— f .p( \Y;

? rgctafnv /~support. for Algeltgnekikirca. Future, a statewide caarpaign (o achieve proper
hading ofearls)g%ols and hading Alaska™ sindeiK Paign Proe

P. 09/09
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Alaska Sfate Legislature
Written Testimony Form

Please enter into the record my testimony to V| A Committee on

(bill/subj)
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Alaska State Legislature
Written Testimony Form

Please enter into the record my testimony to the FJ h/ Committee on

i (Committee Name)
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

] lense enter into the record rny testimony to the
T(committee "mime)

committee on ( (atcd -
(hy\h /subject) ' -~ A ‘ _n

Chatiisma Stal oL Hegt(H uxnM )
A ("UI/CHY) <fS)£Uy
JIL 2 & WyA
L t£& (hisEd--&>yhtalc” Pr~pAN&ENVZst(™
0 iite Jw W &TZECNC 1A Ty ix A 18- M)y

ML Ay
JSAUSTM Vudl



SB 289

in 1

Subject: Sli 289
Date: Wed, 17 Apr 2002 15:00:03 -0800
From: "Greg Smith" <gsmith@ cvinternet.net>
To: <Mindy_Rowland@ Icgis.slate.ak.us>

To whom it may concern:

I was recently made aware of the state's intention to cut funding for the
statewide EMS system. It is difficult for me to understand, following the
events of September 11th, how any state government could justify funding
reductions to emergency services. Being a volunteer EMT-I and firefighter,
it pains me to think that our elected officials regard the sacrifices we
make daily as not important enough for full funding. This reduction will not
be felt as harshly in larger cities, but in areas such as ours where there
is no tax base to support EMS, it would be a dagger to the heart. I'm
positive that reductions in funding for statev/ide EMS would hit our area
extremely hard, hard enough to ensure degraded service and the deadly
consequences that result. There are many unexplored alternatives to
balancing the budget that this state has not even bothered to explore. Case
in point, increasing the tax levied on oil producers operating in the State
of Alaska. These organizations have vested interests in this state. They are
unwilling to provide corporate contributions to support essential services
like EMS when requested and pay sub-standard tax percentages on the oil they
pump from this state daily. If September 11th has taught us anything, it's
to respect and support emergency services for the risks they take and the
sacrifices they make every day. Any legislator that supports the reduction
of funding for statewide EMS services does not respect what | do, the risks
I take and the sacrifices | make in providing emergency services to my

community. As a result, any legislator supporting such action will not see
respect from me in the form of my vote on election day. Please find another
way to balance the budget and leave essential, life saving services like EMS
fully funded.

Sincerely;

Gregory L Smith
Gakona, Alaska 99586

4/17/02 4:39 I'M
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Stine - EM'S Funding

Subject: State - EMS Funding
Date: Wed, 17 Apr 2002 16:35:35 -0800
From: Ken & Vera Roberson <owlkrvr@alaska.net>
To: Mindy_Ro\vland@ 'egis.state.ak.us

Hello: I am Ken Roberson, Vice Chairman of Copper River EMS Council,
Inc. in Glennallen, AK | have served as a volunteer with our service
for over 19 years. We serve an area of about 24,000 square miles (the

size of West Virginia) with 40 volunteer EMT, ETT and Drivers plus one
paid administrator position. Our road service area is in excess of 500
miles and we make 130 to 150 runs per year with distances up to over 100

miles one-way! We receive from the State, through Southern Region EMS
Council, Inc. approximately $48,000 annually v/hich covers part of
operations, part of salary and etc. The remainder comes from "run"

(ambulance run) revenue. We have had to increase our fees nearly 30% in
the past year due to reduced numbers of road accidents (certainly in
part due to air bags and seat belts plus improved roads).
Medicaid/Medicare does not pay our full charge rate due to their set fee
system which literally "rips our ambulance system off" thus another loss
of funding.

We understand that the FY 03 budget proposes to reduce EMS funding by
25%. This is simply not acceptable! We can no\ggharge
Medicaid/Medicare more since they won't pay it. have already raised
our rates 30% in the past year and we are almost entirely a volunteer
service! We earnestly request that "cuts" if needed by made in smaller
increments and in places that are not critical to care of the injured
and sick that we provide at the absolute minimum cost. There is no
alternative to our volunteer service and the cuts proposed will threaten
the very existence of our service.

Please do not cut EMS funding!
Sincerely.

Kenneth Roberson, Vice Chairman
Copper River EMS


mailto:owlkrvr@aIaska.net
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Dear Legislators,

Tam writing in regards to the proposed funding cuts to the Mental Health
and Substance Abuse programs. These cuts would have a significant impact on
Seward and other small communities throughout tho state.

Without local prevention and treatment services, our clients and community
could experience the following situations:

1) escalating behavior that could possibly cause harm to themselves and
others through assaiil'

2) there would be increased homclsss situations without continued case
management

3) there would be an increase in DWI and related accidents

4) increased use of APl in rural areas

5) local law enforcement agencies will be doing a "bandaid effect” on
problems by simply putting people into protective custody

Please consider how these cuts will impact our community and the residents
of the stale of Alaska.

Thank you.
Sandy Turley

PO Box 1669
Scwttrd. AK. 99664
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From: Linda Pouts

Sent: Thursday, April 18 2002 324 AM
To: Sandra Turley

Subject: To Marianna - Seward LI10O

Please consider the impact of reducing services to people in local
communities who need substunce abuse and mental health treatment. Itis
far wiser to fund these programs than to have a dramatic increase in
spending for corrections and law enforcement, Why put a strain on these
expensive systems when prevention and treatmentissues can keep people
working in the community and out of institutions.

Linda Fonts

02
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Written testimony for FY 03 budget by:

Denny Kay Weathers
Third Judicial District
¢/oP.0. Box 1791
Cordova, Alaska

Z1p Exempt

Mr, Chairman:

| am glad to see the Legislature attempting to balance the budget and
at the same time trying to cut the costs.

Alaska is a Republican Form of government. One in which the powers
of the sovereignity are vested in the people and are exercised hy the
people, either directly, or thr_ouPh representatives chosen by the people,
to whom the powers arc specially delegated. Tnre Duncan, 139 U.S. 449,
11S. Ct. 573,35 L.Ed. 219,

Remember the chain of command, God created man, Man created the
constitution, the constitution created government and then the
government created the public servants, such as the agencies. The people
are to be in control.

Government is NOT suppose to take over where the private sector is
available and many of the functions within government are not
mandated government functions. Many a?enmes have usurped the
powers that rightfully belongs to the people, and this is wrong.

| will now address the agencies one by one;

*Administration... still could have more cuts. As I've said in the past,
Public radio for one is not a necessity and it competes directly with the
private sector.

ACommerce and Ecomomic development... should not be funding things
that arc handled in the private sector, such as Tourism, Fishing, logging,
trapping, mining ect. This all belongs in the private sector, not
government.



APE-17-02 WED 4:59 PM  0.0. EAX HO 0000000000

*Courts... until these court systems start operating according to and
under the Constitution of the united states of America and the principles
of the Declaration of Independence their funds should be cut. Remember
in 1789 Thomas Jefferson warned that the judiciary if given too much
power might ruin our REPUBLIC, and destroy our RIGHTS!

AEducation/Early development... totally over paid and a blatant misuse
of funds, Cut to the core. If you plan to fund education, fund each child
at the same rate no matter what their back&;round or where they live
within the State. Remember what Thomas Jefferson said "The course of
history shows that as a government grows, liberty decreases."

AEnvironmental Conservation... not only should this department not be
funded it should be disbanded for it's past unethical actions. One the
Commissioners of DEC told us in writing “that there are statutes,
re_gulatlons and then wc have our policies." DEC let us know that if we
did not tl)ow down to their unwritten policies, we would not geta DEC
approval.

*Fish and Game... has gotten to hig, needs to be reduced. ADF&G has to
man unnecessarK job ughcaﬂons, such as shellfish biologist in PWS
and Homer both handle the same fisheries, and most of those fisheries
are closed. Any funding for EVOS should be stopped as it is not a
government entity or program.

*Office of the Governor... | think there could be more cuts made there.
Mealth and Social Services... cut, cut, and cut some more. This
dePartment IS way out of hand. "Reinember that any government which
gjets so hig that it can %I_Ve you everything you want will also be so big
that it can take everything you've got!" by William Miller.
ADepartment of Labor... needs to be cut more.

*Department of Law... unfortunatelr_some of these are unable to be cut,
but there are still a few that can be trimmed a little more.
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*Public Safety... | would like to see this department cut. This department
IS no longer a public servant, it isa monster out of control. This Is not
supposed to be a police state, we are to have peace officers. Note,
"Unnecessary laws are not good laws, but traps for money." by Thomas
Hobbes, 1651,

"Revenue... they have areas that also need cutting.

Mransportation and Public Facilities.,. I'd like to see more cuts and
anything that can be put into the private sector put there.

*AK Housing/Finance Corp... | do not believe that the government
should be in the housing business.

AUniversity of Alaska... Doesn't the the University have lands and
resources to help fund their costs? 1think there could be a lot of cuts
here to save the State money.

There are people, who profit from corrupt and oppressive
governments, they are the employees and beneficiaries ofsuch
governments, and they will defend that corrupt system even if it is self
destructing.

This budget process is one way the Iegiislature can bring the unruly,
oversized government back under control. Good luck.



IMPACT STATEMENT

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

Developed by the Emergency Medical Services Regional Directors and
Coordinators on April 16, 2002 in response to proposed budgetcuts to the
DHSS /Community Health and EMS, Grants to Regions line item in SB 289.

> Six ofthe seven EMS Regions statewide will lay off one to two critical staff
positions in programs already suffering from chronic understaffing.

The loss of these key positions will lead to the following:

m Reduction in the ability to generate revenue and provide critical
resources
Drastic reduction of supportto EMS services in remote and rural areas
Inability to provide necessary training to maintain service levels
Loss of the ability to participate in essential programs, e.g. Code Blue

Loss of programs, e.g. injury prevention, public information and
education

> Elimination or reduction of service levels in the rural ambulance and First
Responder services in all seven EMS Regions.

> The mini-grants to volunteer services program will be eliminated in Interior
Region and Southeast Regions. Southern Region will be required to
drastically cut or eliminate its mini-grant program. The other four EMS
Regions have eliminated their min-grant programs in previous fiscal years as
a result of flat funding. Mini-grants are used by volunteer ambulance and first
responder services to pay for their vehicle insurance, gasoline, supplies,
equipment and core training needs.

> EMT exam and coordination of state testing will be effected in all seven EMS
Regions

> EMS Training in outlying communities in ail seven EMS Regions will decrease
or be completely eliminated.

> Remote and rural areas statewide will see the most drastic impacts of these
budget cuts.

> This applies also to the DHSS -CHEMS General Fund Budget. The proposed
cut to this office negatively impacts the EMS system statewide. The EMS
system has been documented to be a System in Crisis and this will set the

program back at least a decade. Itis imperative that this budget be restored
at least to the FY 02 level.
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BEYOND SHELTER
3710 H20THAE, SUTE 1
ANCHCORACGE, ALASKA993084410
April 17,2002 807-2/6-3046 « Fa*276-2472

Senate Finance Committee

Thank you for allowing meto provide input into the proposed budget cuts to the Department of Health and
Social Services. Ithink this process is imperative sothat you have a broad perspective on how die budget
cuts could impact our communities and the individuals that live in our communities.

Although | am truly concerned dmut your overall budget cuts; | will focus on the DHSS budget cuts that
would have severe impact on my program. | am the program director for the Catholic Social Serviccs-
Beyond Shelter Program. Since 1993, the Beyond Shelter program has assisted more than 700 households
transition from homclessness to permanent independent living. Wc provide case management, life skills and
other supportive services to assist these individuals to move toward self-sufficiency. Many of our referrals
are received from other social service providers such as the Division of Public Assistance, the local shelters,
medical facilities, and mental health agencies, Wc also work closely with landlords and provide household
and money management skills to help individuals maintain housing, With the current tight rental market,
housing stability has become a major issue for lower income families. This program minimizes the ‘musical
chair” effect of housing for many of these households, thu3 creating more of a stable environment for
families and especially the children.

For the last six years, our program was funded tiirough HUD funds, wlitich will end on March 31,2002. We
have been exploring other opportunities so that we may continue to provide services to homeless individuals
and families. We were recently informed that the Beyond Shelter program was rated number one for the
Human Service Matching Grant (Municipality of Anchorage) for FY 03 and FY 04. Ifthese funds are
eliminated, we would have to reduce our level of services to the community. This means that over 80
homeless households would not receive sendees necessary to move them from homelessness to permanent
independent living. Our services are especially important as we eutcr into the five-year time limit for families
who are on ATAP. We currently are working with a mother of five (three of her children have special needs)
whose five year benefits have ended and hor case recently closed. Althoughjob seeking, she is not sure how
to pay April s rent. | am certain that we will be serving more families like this one during the upcoming
fiscal year.

Additionally, budget cuts to the Division of Public Assistance may adversely impact our program as well.
Family Pathfinders, a mentoring project that recruits and trains mentors from the local churches to work one
on one with ATAP families to assist them with, developing work related goals and move then, coward
working and self-sufficiency, may also be eliminated. This would be a loss for the collaborative effort of
Division of Public Assistance, Catholic Social Services Lutheran Social Services of Alaska, local area
churches and the 17 participants currently involved in. the project.

Again, thank you for allowing me to share my input. | hope that you would reconsider your options and
avoid making drastic cuts to the DHSS budget that would significantly impact tho communities in Alaska
and the people who live in them.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Wheeler
Program Director

AUnited WayAgency
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Anril 17 2002 225 cordova street *anchorage, ak 99501
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Senate Finance Committee websiia; osBaia.ska.org
State Senate

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: Human Services Matching Grant, DHSS operating budget

Dear Senators:

I have some concerns to address on the recommended operating budget for the
Department of Health and Social Services. | am unable to attend the budget hearing, so
this is my written testimony.

Anchorage and Fairbanks are facing a potential 25 percent cut of the Human
Services Matching Grant from the DHSS budget for next fiscal year.

Every year the state (through DHHS) funds a Human Services Matching Grant to
Anchorage and Fairbanks, which is matched by those cities and distributed to nonprofits.
This year, the DHSS request was for $1.7 million - $1.3 to the Municipality of
Anchorage and $400,000 to Fairbanks Northstar Borough, In the House proposed DHSS
budget, the cut to the grant was 10 percent. However, the House also gave DHSS an
Unallocated Reduction of $7,2 million, which DHSS in turn cut a handful of programs,
including the Human Services Matching Grant.

We realize that even if the Senate restores more of the funding for this grant, the
budget will need to be reconciled between the two legislative bodies.

The 25 percent cut, although better than a 100 percent cut, will impact Anchorage and
Fairbanks nonprofits. Any cut will impact agencies who help those most vulnerable in
our communities - homeless women and children; women experiencing domestic
violence; families; children: the elderly; the hungry; the poor; those needing in-home
respite care and health services. If you wonder about the statewide benefit, many of these
organizations help people from outside of our respective areas, as they travel to us, write
or call for assistance.

Ifthere is a 25 percent loss of this grant. Catholic Social Services will probably not
lose funding. However, health and human service providers in Anchorage rely on each
other’s services to deliver a continuum of care with services to people in need: from
emergency shelter, to health services, to transitional housing, and more. If any of these
services are cut, it hinders the remainder ofthe service providers from helping those who
arc most vulnerable in our community.

Should the grant be completely eliminated, Catholic Social Services would face a
significant shortfall to our Beyond Shelter, St. Francis House, and Clare House programs.
These programs help families in their struggles with homelessness - either helping them
after they have been homeless (Beyond Shelter), to avoid homelessness (St. Francis
House) or while they are homeless - and in crisis (Clare House).

a Umicd WayAgency

Adoption ¢ Beyond Shelter « Brother Francis Shelter /Anchorage ¢ Brother Francis Shelter /Kodiak
Clare House * Elder House « Immigration & Refugee Services ¢ McAuley Manor ¢ Pregnancy
Support Services ¢ Special Needs Respite * St. Francis hfouse
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Catholic Social Services/Page 2

I am asking you to cither restore this grant in full, or at the least, maintain the
current amount recommended by the HESS Finance Subcommittee. Any assistance you
can provide to make sure this important grant program is notout substantially or
eliminated would be greatly appreciated by Anchorage and Fairbanks nonprofits, but
most importantly* by the clients wc serve.

On the larger picture, please reconsider the cuts which impact those most
vulnerable in our communities: the poor, the disabled, the mentally ill, those suffering
from alcohol and drug addictions, the children stuck in foster care and waiting for a
permanent home. Catholic Social Services serves many of these people directly and
indirectly and we must advocate on their behaif. Please remember this budget impacts
people - the most vulnerable in our Alaskan communities - they arc notjust a line item
on the budget page.

Sherry L. Hill, M.Sc,
Director of Community Relations
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SUBSTANCE ABUSEBUDGET 907-258-7198
NOTES/COMMENTS.

| aru ewriting to aak d m the finincc committee please not cut20% hom the budget for substance
abuse treatment. | am a member OT US Meeting the Challenge Program. Our group waa inJuneau at the
end of M atch to help you, the legislature, put a £»ce to the issue ofsubstance abuse and treatment.

I am a recovering heroin addict. | was in active addiction for over 22 years. | am a 2nd generation
addict In 19951 became ready to change my life. | was Ible to participate in a drug treatment program. |
completed that program and aftercare. | learned basic life slrilla. |1 -was given the information | needed to
reach out to additional resources to help me with mental & physical health issue*. | was given the tools to
help me in my recovery. Most importantly, | was given the opportunity to STOP using long enough to
leam how to stay dean. 1celebrated 7 yean dean on April 2, 2002.

I am now a productive member ofsociety. | am employed full time. | am also self-employed in
the summer as a fishing guide on the Kenai | am able to be a parent to my children. | am active in
community service and in cultural events. | am no longer a drain to State resources in terms of AFDC,
food stamps, food banks, Medicaid, unpaid hdla, domestic violence, unemployment, on and on ad nausea.

Substance abuse treatment DORS WORK. Please help to make it available when people reach
out for help. It costB less to send 4 people to treatment than it does to house one inmate for 1 year.
There are over 300 people per day on waiting list trying to get into treatment. Many of these willget into a
jail bed while they wait for treatment. Worse yet, many will die while they wait because they cannot face
another day ofthe hellish life of an addict

Respectfully
Amu. Sappah

SOB NORTH PARR STREET ANCHORAGE, AK 9»S08
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Alaska State Legisiature

Plew enterinto the record My'testimony to the sawre Tim

coffiOTttoc

Committeeon ~ HB 403 Operating Bodgct  , dated CdA-.0V-""ot> _

~ Ril#/«ubjeet
Subject: Proposed Elimination Of The Ninilcliik D.O.T. Station

How long will it take for a Homer or Soldotna based grader to plow Qil Well Road which is 40
miles from either direction?

Will our State maintained side roads, traveled by »chool buses, be cleared prior to our children
being picked up?

Will the middle of the Sterling Highway, from Anchoi ‘oint to Kasilof, be left unplowed, until
Homer and Soldotna areas have been plowed first, present a danger to commuters traveling North

and South?

Will plow trucks from Homer and Soldotna try to arrive in Ninilchik at the same time to facilitate
traffic flow?

Will the business communities in Homer and Soldotna/Kcnai discriminate against residents,
looking for work in these areas, in the Clam Gulch, Ninilchik, and Happy Valley areas because of

potential travel delays to work due to unplowcd roads?

Are you closing the Ninilchik D.O.T. Statjon bec?yfe we are a political “weak link” unlike
Nikiski? ] -

Signed:

Te«dfl /
Representing (optional)
AcJdmw

Pho» number
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From: Ninilchik Community Ambulance Association Board of Directors.
Subject: HB 403 Operating Budget

Wc have a serious concern about the possible closing of the Ninilchik Dept, of
Transportation Facility.

First is the lact that we responded lo 17 motor vehicle accidents last year
between mile 119 & 144 of the Sterling Highway. This represents 19.3% of
our runs. We feel this number will only increase if our D.O.T is closed. This
section of highway will be the last area cleared of snow ifeither Ilomer or
Soldotna D.O.T is assigned the task.

Second: Because the Caribou Hills is a major sno'.v machine rccrcotionn! area.
Our only access to the lulls for our ambulance service is Oil Well rond.
Ninilchik D.O.T keeps this road clear. We respunded to eight snow machine
related accidents last year, This represents 10% o f our runs. We can only think
that Oil Well road will be near the bottom ofthe list tor road maintenance if
either Homer or Soldotna is assigned the task.

As these two sections of highway will be the farthest from Homer or Soldotna
D.O.T facility itis our opinion that less time will be spent keeping the roads
maintained in the summer & cleared of snow in the winter.

As you can we ¢ at on the Ninilchik D.O.T to keep these roads
maintained leared of snow. As 29.3% oflast year’s runs counted on these
roads being accessible we are deeply concerned that our response time to
accident victims will increase.

Wc would like you to know wc feel strougly about keeping the Ninilchik
D.O.T open.

Wo feel that the public safety would be- bolter served if the Ninilchik D O.T
were fully funded.

We hope you will keep our concerns in mind when funding HR 403.
Thanks for your time. NCAA.
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Alaska State Legislature
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“Hi. 1I’d like a large order ofsalmonella and a side of E. coli” That is
practically what you’d be ordering ifthere were no health inspectors. The
stale plans to do a budget cut and in this budget cut they want to lay offall
the health inspectors. These health inspectors are the people that make sure
the food you are buying in the store is packaged safely. They are making
sure the restaurants you dine in meet the health expectations. They make
sure that the meals your child is receiving at school were prepared correctly
and even more than that.

W ithout these health inspectors who would make sure that what you
arc eating is safe? Who would enforce the standards that keep your food
safe?

Think about it. Having no health inspectors is like having no police.
There would be no one to enforce the rules and regulations and no one to
take care of those that don't meet expectations. Think about it. Would you
really want to live in a town with no police? No. You wouldn’t. And neither
would you want to live in a town with no health inspectors.

Health inspectors make sure that food borne illnesses like;
Staphylococcus, C. perfringens, Salmonella, C. botulinum, B. cereus,
Campylobacter, E.coli and other potentially serious illnesses don’t get into
your food.

Here is the question. Will we allow the state to take our health safety
away from us? Our answer is no. We can’t decide for you but we hope you

say no too.
Sincerely,
Halfrek and Anyanka VD
154 Riverview
Soldotna AK, 99669
262-6650

Note: a 13-year-old girl, the grand daughter of a state health officer and her
friend wrote this. The idea and content was theirs. The only assistance
given was to provide information as to what illnesses one could get from
consuming contaminated food.
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Talkeetna Historical Society Museum

P.O. Box 76
Talkeetna, AK 9QR76

907-733-2487

April 15, 2002 Fax 907-733-2484

State of Alaska

Senate

Senator Dave Donley
Mail Stop 3100

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Donley,

The Talkeetna Historical Society respectfully requests reinstatement ofthe funding for
the State’s Retail Food and Sanitation Program. | understand funds from this program
will not be available in the FY 03 Operating Budget.

Talkeetna is unable to provide the essential environmental health services that the
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) currently provides. Loss ofthese
services will impact the Moose Dropping Festival, which is an opportunity for food
vendors to sell their products. Currently we work with DEC to ensure that food vendors
meet the State requirements for our July festival that attracts thousands of visitors
annually.

The Society’s Moose Dropping Festival is the chief fundraiser for restoration of historic
properties in the Historic District, and operating costs of the Museum. Since we do not
charge for admittance or parking to the festival, an important source of income is booth
rental space. Insurance cost for the festival has risen steadily, and we understand that it
will rise considerably more if we allow food vendors who have not passed DEC
inspection. We cannot absorb this cost.

Please re-think the impact removing these funds will have on the health and safety of
communities outside of Anchorage.

Talkeetna Historical Society

CC: Janice Adair, Director, Division Environmental Health



April 18,2002

To: Senate Finance Subcommittee Members:

Your proposed cuts to social service programs arc going to have an extremely detrimental impact
on future state budgets. Reducing funding to Medicaid, Denali Kid Care. Foster Parent Programs, Alcohol
& Tobacco Use Cessation/Prevention Programs, Power Cost Equalization, Menial Health Programs,
AVTEC, General Assistance, Education, Suicide Prevention, Education, Public Health Nurses, Adoption
Programs, Family Preservation Programs, Head Start, TANF, and other vital programs will have result in
even more calis to Emergency Medical Service providers.

As Health & Safety Educator for Tanana Chiefs Conference, 1daily see the combined positive
effects of the programs you propose to cut. During my trips to communities throughout the Upper Tanana, 1
often receive requests for additional social services, especially mental health services. 1 relay these
messages to lhe Tok Area Counseling Center, but they already have too large a caseload.

Additional funding cuts to social service programs is going to result in even fewer people
receiving services, resulting in increases in domestic violence, elder abuse, child abuse, sexual assault,
violent crimes, alcoholism, drug abuse, and suicide. This is entirely contrary to the goals of Governor
Knowles and to the promises you made to your constituents when you ran for State Senate.

Many people who dedicate themselves to social service work countless hours of overtime without
asking for, or expecting, compensation. Your proposed cuts arc going further overburden these people,
cause burnout, and lead to an apathetic work force that can no longer provide the individualized services
that their at risk clients require in order to remove themselves from dependency upon social services. The
idiocy of your proposed budget cuts is beyond words.

During my volunteer work at the Upper Tanana Aging Program | often hear elders discussing
whether to buy necessary medication or to heat their homes. If Power Cost Equalization funding is reduced,
they will be forced to discuss whether to buy food, heating oil, or medication. For some elders, the meal
they receive from the Upper Tanana Aging Program is the only meal they have that day.

As a volunteer Emergency Medical Technician for Tok Area Emergency Medical Service, 1am
one of the 28 volunteer medical personnel who cover an area the size of the State of Virginia. One-third of
our members ar. Emergency Medical Technician-11Ps, the highest training level without moving to attend
a paramedic program. Our service has been extremely proactive in training it’s members. The result is a
high level of care not possible in many rural areas.

As medical training requires re-certification every two years, the loss of training funds will result
in advanced care no longer being provided. Being the first medical service on the Alaskan side of the
ALCAN, in the summer many of our patients arc elderly and require advanced medical procedures.
Without continued medical training and equipment funds Alaska will become prohibitive to all visitors
except the most hardy. The hardy are often the young with the smallest disposable income. Thus a cut
social services will also have a detrimental effect on tourism.

Petroleum, forcslry, and commercial fishing operations will also have a smaller pool of
Emergency Medical Technician to hire from to provide medical services. This will result in higher death
rates in the oil, logging, and fishing industries. These deaths will be a direct result of your actions.

Please do not cut funding to the people who daily are working towards making Alaska a healthier
and safer place to raise the next generation of Alaskans.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Martin
PO Box 434
Tok. AK 99780-0434
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April 24,2002

Senator Donley
Senate Finance Committee

Dear Senator:

This letter is in response to the proposed cut to the EMS and BRU grants. This cutis a
substantial cut lo programs already in crisis.

lam appalled at the apparent political gaining that is going on. | am constantly reminded
of “the fiscal gap” by the media and the Legislature, | understand that the Legislature
needs to find ways to cut spending. What | see happening is the Legislature making cuts
to programs like EMS, education and other programs that are a necessity for the public to
have access to.

Do you think that your proposed cuts to these areas will sway the public on the State
income tax proposal or State sales tax proposal. Do you think we will just roll over and
tell you-go ahead and tax us even more, we need these services, wc will pay even more?

This is what 1see coming from our elected officials. Why don’t you listen to your
constituents? There are excesses in our government spending. Look closer to the
problem for the solutions. Look at the areas of “fluff”, not the public safety or education
areas to cut.

Please do not make these cuts. It would be devastating. Thank you for your time in this
matter.

Sincerely,

Jodi K. Zufelt
4121 Edinburgh Drive
Anchorage, AK 99502



LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

PO Box 1189

Room 221, Jarvis Office Center
Delta Jet., AK 99737

Phone: 895-4236 Fax: 895-5017

il
MEMORANDUM
DATE: April 18,2002
TO: Senate Finance Committee
FROM: Elizabeth A. Sarvetr"?

Legislative Information Officer
SUB.JECT: Testimony for Senate Finance Committee Hearing

Please accept the enclosed original(s) of written testimony for the Senate Finance
Committee hearing that was scheduled for 04/18/02.

Copies of this testimony were transmitted by fax on 04/18/02.
Thank you.

Enclosures: 5
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committee on
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We need to fund our student’s education. 1am urging you to settle for
nothing less than $190 per child school increase in education fundhg. We
have failed to keep up with inflation for more than a decade. Alaska’s
children are paying the price. Fund education as a constitutional i; andatc
before other programs are funded. | support the option of tunding education
with monies from the permanent fund! | am also in favor of taking monies
out ofeach individual pay check once a year for education only. This was
done in the past and could be done now. Ifwe set up taxes we need an
expensive structure to support that system.

Signed:

Phone No

trliu  PCVFWI-HIH



April 23 202,

Senator Dave Donley
Finance Committee co-Chairmun
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Senator Donley,

As a 23-year residenL ol'the Great Stale of Alaska, | have had many memorable outdoor
experiences in the Alaska Stale Parks. Tcannot imagine this stale without the access to
the country that these parks provide. The ability to fish the Kenai Peninsula’s rivers and
lakes, ski tlirough the quiet ofwinter, and to sit quietly watching wildlife is so vital to an
Alaskan. It all happens almost exclusively inthe state parks oftliis state.

We need our Stale Park System intact to live the life that brought so many ol'us here and
lo sustain the future of our stale through tourism. The business oflourism is thriving in
Alaska- and it is a renewable resource that we must preserve.

Please support our parks by eliminating or severely limiting cuts to the lifeblood of
Alaska-Our State Park budget.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Rvkaczcwski
POB 3853
Homer, Alaska 99ti03
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April 22, 2002

Dave Donley, Co-chair
Senate Finance Committee
Fax: 907-465-6595

Dear Senator Donley:

Il am writing to express my concern forthe future of the Alaska State
Parks, and urge you to supportthe transfer of park user fees to
"Receipt Supported Services" and restore the proposed budgetcut.

Closure of the parks would be a disaster for Alaskans and visitors alike.

W ithout maintenance, garbage collection or rest rooms, these treasures will
be vandalized, become filthy and present a health hazard as well. Closing
the parks does not protect the investment the state has in these parks, and
restoring them later will be far more costly.

Here In Sitka, Castle Hill is visited by thousands of tourists from all over the
world, coming here on the cruise ships. Rich in history, it Is one of our
featured attractions. Imagine how disgusting it will be for visitors to find it
unkempt and dirty. It will be an embarrassment for Sitka and Alaska.

Local residents use Halibut Point Recreation Area and Old Sitka extensively.
Their shoreline locations, forest, and trails are outstanding. The Halibut Point
Rec. area is not only a favorite spot for group gatherings and picnics, but
because of the unique combination of rocky shore, island, beach, stream and
rainforest, is also used by students of Natural History and Biology. An
isolated community, Sitka has only 14 miles of roac system; there are no
other comparable lands available to the public. | don't know where we will
go if we can't use these parks.

Please vote to supportthe State Parks.

Orval S. Weckel Il
P.O. Box 63jJ
Sitka, AK 99835
907-747-4522

01



State Of Alaska
Legislative Affairs Agency
Kenai LIO

145 Main St Lp.Ste 217
Kenai, AK 99611
907-283-2030

Please acc **“ 1 ' nal(s) of written testimony

for the teleconference hearing that
was scheduled

............... Is transmitted to your committee

Thank You

-
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3/17/02

TO: Senate finance Committee

Re: Budget hearings - SB 289 f

From:James E. Fisher, 17i Farnsworth BJwd”Solodtna, AK 99669
Fax: 262-9641 phone: 2/82-9601

Will you be able look the Alaska public in the eye to explain how you
have failed to institute reasonable financial support for their essential

state services?

Since the Senate has apparently approximated the General Fund budget
proposed by the House, even more moderate Senate changes would result in
painful slashes for essential education, public health and safety. | ask will

those cuts:

1 In any way enhance the overall lives of all Alaskan residents, even
those who only mustworry about the safety of such a simple
m atter as eating in a restaurant?

2. How can the estimated reductions of 19-23. or more, fewer State
Troopers adequately respond to death, disaster and critical search
and rescue for any one, or all, of us?

3. How can our children receive even the level of education now
available, under our presently stressed financial school systems?

Answering the apparent factual situation of these questions, challenges
the Senate to explain the multiple adverse impacts that will affect your
constituents and our neighbors.

Won’t failure to avoid the adverse impacts outlined above, look like a
failure of nerve ofthe Senate?
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Serete Fnance

committee name "

Committee on SB 289 /HB 403 Operating Budget, dated ~ April 17, 2002

bill #/ subject
Honorable Serators of the Finance Conittee:

| ask you msenaslt}fatconsderrawtu ng education any further. Education funding hes been
eroced o the point thet thet our district is no longer able to offer conpetitive compensation
padqnﬁmatnaiaﬂmpﬂebestaquwestteadasforwrhds

The teadhers we have right now; were hired in the days when the Kenai Peninsula Schodl
District wes adle to go doan to the lower 48 and pick from the best of the best a everyjob fair.
Those days are gone. Today We are encouraging our nost experienced teadhars to LEAVE our
schods in asad attenpt to meke up for the lack of state funding.

Does anyone remerber the days when:
There was an income tax.
There was no permanent fund dividend.
Education wes apriority.
Today.
Thereis no income tax
There is a permenent fund dividend
Education is NOT a priority.
Inflation alone aosts our schodls $14.8 million dollars this year alone. Please increase tre
foundation formula. Our children and our' s. iools desenve to e a prionity. Quality schodis

build strong atizens and strong communities.
Strong public schodls prepare children forjolos of the 21st century.

FUND EDUCATION FRST BEFORE FUNDING ANYTHING ELSE
Sgned  Bill Viedders

Testifier

Representing (optional)

P.O. Box 1484 Kenai, Alaska 99611
Address

83312

Phone number




Alaska State Legislature

'Tal/lA* CE.

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
committee name

committee on u dated

bill/subject

| cannot understand why the Legislature wants to cut the State Parks Budget when these facilities help the
second largest economy in the State, tourism, Itis not as if it's a budget of billions or even tens of millions of
dollars! We are talking of cutting a budget that has been small, too small for all the years | can recall (35+).
| enjoy and use these parks all year long and want them to be open and their facilities available to us
residents and the visitors that come here and add jobs and work to our State. Please do not vote to cut their

funds.

Rick Ernst
Box13172
Trapper Creek 99683  ph (907) 733-2721

4Tf®



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the -~> aS .46\]C £1
Committee name
* /
Committee on é. 3 £7~ , dated & ~O
Bill/Subjcct
4-17-2002
Dear Sirs,

| amwriting this letter in support of the treatment prograns in Alaska. Over
the years | have seen many people benefit from these programs. | personally know

emhokaveomeﬂoﬂwprogransvmmmhqmoﬂlwgggdeansober
ife, with the help they have recetved they are living dean and lives; with
yeasofsobn . Something ﬂatﬂ%/edmtthlnk possible and many other
people did notihlnk and have trained for new

Jobsardbwghtr‘ormmtrmstl ﬂwkwequforﬂermelwsa*d
other peaple; they also m\,esermtyard apeace of mind. | would like tosee no

money aut from these programs. It Is very inportant to meny people to keep these
Programs going.

Representing (Optional)

Address &

Phone number



