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Public Testimony at Senate Finance

April 17-14,2002
In Juneau and at Laoialafthf Information OTHoat (1JO) statewide.

This Is the only opportunity for the public to testify on the Senate version of the operating budget.

Teleconference aites for each time period are listed alphabetically. This does not reflect order in which testimony will be
taken. If you have any questions please contact the Juneau LIO at (907) 465-4648.

Emails from the public may be sent to Senate Finance's secretarv.mindv roand@iecns.state.ak.us
Faxes may be sent to Senate Finance at (907) 465-2187

Public Hearing Schedule:

People wishing to testify may want to arrive early in the event testimony from previous LIOs concludes before the
scheduled time. Meetings will conclude at the slated ame orwhen all those present have made their comments.

Testimony will be taken untl the time indicated unless there are no testifiers remaining, in which case the testimony
wil be terminated. Testifiers are advised lo be on site at least 30 minutes before the end of the alotted time.

The Legislative Information Office in the communities listed below:

Wednesday, April 17,4*00<9:00 pm Thursday, April 18, 9:00 -11:00 am.
Formally adopt committee sifostitute work ~ 9:00 -10:00 Mat-su, Delta Junction, Ketchikan, Tok

draft 10:00 -11.00 Wrangell, Nome, Kotzebue, Barrow
4:00 - 4:45 Diftingbam, Homer, Seward,

Valdez o o Thursday, April 18,4:00 - SddDp.m.

4:45 - 5:30 Qoiriowa, Kenal, Kadiek, Bethellj*4:00 - 5:130ffoet Sites 888-263-1555(0" tsibr
5:30 - 68 glen[zaﬂen. Petersburg, Sitka cj* I but is nol icr»eduledtfwjtrr)i* HOofTkn - Usenuf bt
6:f5 - (.UU bDItd o .

7:00 - 9:00 Anchorage 81350_?9:18 E?'erg ks

7:15-9:00 Juneau
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Sut>j:  Public Testimony on 8enate Budget Cuts
Dato: 4/18/02 5:00:51 PM Alaskan Daylight Time
From: JULIEMROBERTS55

To: mindyrowland@legl8.6tate.ak.us

>am wy concerned about the many different cuts that the Senate is currently contemplating. The one'# that | am most
concerned with Is the out to the most neediest of all, and that is with the permanent dividend to the low income. Take the
mo3t from the most needlestl Especially when many*cannot even defend themselves. How cruel can the Legislature be,
when there is so many other places that can be cut. The other concern | have is with the cuts to DOT - how can we expand
and bring tho cost of IMng down an also how will we be able to increase our cpportunltes with tourism and access to natural
resources, Thi6 approach Is so backwardsll Lets go forward.

Thank you in advene®© for your considerations
Julie Roberts
Executive Director

Tanana Tribal Council
Tanana, Alaska 99777

Smee OMWIKILLEHCOMW it 1
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SSeerr:ate Flnancecfgngltll::eeTestlm
10or rt un
|.human Services ommumt atcﬂmgﬁnt Program

My name is Denise Danielle and Treside al 3844 Ullrbahn Road, Fairbanks, AK
99709, ]am Ilie executive director of the North Star Council on Aging, Senior
|

Center," fyalong with 115 registered Alaskan voters, the majority of whom arc
If'li."i isl. Im1l fnU /liriir Itn*vi<in OAMuAnn O [

Council on Aging

Meals on Wheels is a vital community service for elderly neople. It not only
provides hot nutritious food to feed the body, but nearing delivery person who
nourishes the soul. For some elderly people, especially those who live outside the
oily limits, the Meals on Wheels driver may be the only human contact a person
will have all day. ’

TJio North Star Council on Aging provides the Meals on Wheels service for 143
boroubomul seniors of the Fairbanks area targeting at-risk elders who arc frail,
disabled and/or financially in need. «Ofthose individuals, 94 % (134 persons) *
from crippling arthritis, heart disease, Parkinson’s disease or Alzheimer's,

76%‘persons) are low-incbmc earning less than $j,000 per month, and 63 %
(90 persons) are. categorized as both medically impaired and financially in need,
Meals on Wheels enhances the quality of life by providing healthy food and social
contact lor these individuals.

Meals on Wheels is cost-effective. The homo-delivered meal helps the elderly
stay healthy and remain in their oivh homes, where they want to be, as opposed
to belli# placed in a nursing facility for illnesses related to malnutrition. The
doily room mid board rate at the Fairbanks Memorial Hospital is $826 , as
compared to $9.48 for a MOW meal.’ . . .

The demand lor Meals on Wheels is increasing.' Today, wc have 21 elderly people
on a waitlist for Meals on Wheels. We need more funding for senior services, not

less. .

l.ast year, the North Star Council on Aging prepared 41,500 meals, traveled
36.400 miles delivering meals, and used our $50,000 HSCMG grant to leverage
almost $300,000 in outside funds, 'flic 11SCMG is a sound community .
inveslment wo. support. Thank you'.
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ARIO® R B A K LES INRWNION

We, who have signed our names below, receive the Meals on Wheels service from the North Star Council on Aging,
Senior Center in Fairbanks, Alaska. We appreciate Meals on Wheels and support full funding for the Human Services

Community Matching Grant program that helps to fund this service. Please do not cut this important grant
program from the legislative budget Thank You.
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AR R B A K LES INRWWNION

We, who have signhed our names below, receive the Meals on Wheels service from the North Star Council on Aging,
Senior Center in Fairbanks, Alaska. We appreciate Meals on Wheels and support full funding for the Human Services
Community Matching Grant program that helps to fund this service. Please do not cut this important grant
program from the legislative budget Thank You.
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We, who have signed our names below, receive the Meats on Wheels service from the North Star Council on.Aging,
Senior Center in Fairbanks, Alaska. We appreciate Meals on Wheels and support full funding for the Human Services

Community Matching Grant program that helps to fund this service. Please do not cut this important grant
program from lhe legislative.budget. Thank-You. . - -

PLEASE PRINT
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We, who have signed our names below, receive t»e Meals on Wheels service from the North Star Council on Aging,
Senior Center irt Fairbanks, Alaska. We appreciate Meals on Wheels and support full funding for the Human Services

Community Matching Grant program that helps to fund this service. Please do not cut this important grant
program from the legislative budget Thank You.
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ARIO® R B A B LES INKRION

We, who have signed our names below, supoortfull funding for the Human Services Community Matching Grant
program that helps to fund the Meals on Wheels sen/ice provided by the North Star Council on Aging, Senior Center in
Fairbanks, AK.

Please do not cut this important grant program from the legislative budget. Thank You.

PLEASE PRINT
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We, who have signed our names below, support full funding for the Human Services Community Matching Grant
program that helps to fund the Meals on Wheels service provided by the North Star Council on Aging, Senior Center in
Fairbanks, AK.

Please do not cut this important grant program from the legislative budget Thank You.
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2R B8B83 M K LES INRWNON

We, who have signed our names below, support full funding for the Human Services Community Matching Grant

program that helps to fund the Meals on Wheels service provided by the North Star Council on Aging, Senior Center in

Fairbanks, AK.
Please do not cut this important grant program from the legislative budget. Thank You.
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1 <)Ppost.-, the proposed 25% cul to the Human Services Community Matching Grant. As
J,Hoard member of the North Star Youth Court, which has received funding from this

source,) want to say: >

t

1. The NSYC reduces the burden on the juvenile justice system and the court system by

prosecuting juvenile misdemeanors. The NSYC allows teenagers to perform a needed

service for the community and to learn about the law and the effects ofjuvenile crime,
t i

?.. The NSYC delivers a message to youthful offenders that crime is wrong. Without
tbs' NSYC, young offenders either suffer no consequences or else undIeEgo full formal

court proceedings' with state attorneys, probation officers, a superior courtjudge, etc.
"
I*

3, The NSYC, ns all die other youth courts in Alaska, dcpends'on grants such as the
1fustian Services Communlty block grants.. Grant money to the' NSYC produces a lot of

bang tpr the buck, since much of our work is done by volunteers. But \\Owave to
maintain an office, staff, and overhead, to keep track of court cases and follow up on

syritonccs. Cultyig the grant program will mean cutting the services NSY C provides.
y s?

Kicnnrd Keck

1506 3"'Ave.
Fairbanks AK 99701
(907)451-2954
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Fyu,

Please cnler into the record my testimony to the - ( A {
. ) Commillce Nime ~ /
Committee on ~TKAjs>rsKrtfi Dated 4VIfivejzooz
"1 nilt/ Sulijci

W irp REM}XS, (OST6. £7F

*SIONKI): = . ~A*h,r.. SFVAUJF

Testifier

Ufpresentiiir;

71-1f3St,8 .

-Aihlivs.>; / Phone Numlvj'
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JournaVof the Maritime Industry : © Apil/Mey 2002

Srio{rtirn I, 1%

“Faulty fileQtrical

-It1 'idflvbl’ T *v™ |f » ¥o ew
loose bolt suspected in ferry fire
uv-f< AT L vve -l AV, TeAMSKES el o TS0 .

-te'A**?au—'W:\79.nn6"jon or,,a,.loose, bolt;faling.nnt;g,a.switch”™

\ IvAof/I nv/iLtink/ ronciiwil rhaxfirw nnhkarrt FTUPTErir Krinti\/>iA 2

| searelvfor fatllc,}/ -connecclons. ;;.thoy”*had;,never:.MScdvit. }tpJi

KIS \¥»srr P OA; *7J/ﬁ;h> *| o —_
.. v,/ o
nspcct the sivitbhboardV internal connections'. ',:zulty con-

, "nleef.ion;coMI(i havcdcyeloped arid remained undetected for a
.Jlcrinsijdciifble;period of tiirie.’ 1 ,®i: -m
|f;-"yA.i00se.b'g't may also have caused the arcing that led to the
V"ilfe; AjDdit f'isogj to ~wwo washers was found in the switchboard

o > ee °

f
w/vSreport by Yhcdd)insj; I7I01pk|ns UnlverS|ty Appllqcl Physics..
. Lirbprhtory; alsf[conclude<f.thrit the cause of the fire was most;
ikcly it fpulry'~hncca’pri or the lopscbolt. Analysis of the bolt m
vj-ahel ics”idbddcdnini/tlio ;swifcliboard indicate that if as the
ke y
, VYV, LIiOiincident occurred as thc”IH-foot pas’ nger/car ferry..
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maritime casualties

whs underway in rho Chatham Strait, about 30 miles
southwest of Juneau, cri route to Sitka. The ship has die
" cajmfcity: foe 971 passengers; at the time of the accident
kthere were 434 passengers and 63 crew aboard. Three pas-
iK-ngon were evacuated hy Coast Guard helicopter for
incrljiMI conditions rhsit existed before the fire, while the
mimuiiing passengers and a stowaway were transferred to
[m‘another AMHIS ferry (||h after thc[ two vessels ren-
: dev.Vhiixcd. ;o e
1 ]Accordmg m the NTSR, the transfer ofthe passengers
*tto'Ttifa “was executed in a rimcly and effective manner' ¢
mand .wes well coordinated with shoreside management.” -;
also 'noted that, die passenger .and crew'
fiiniJii'cr wits,'wdj.coordinatcii. Thcrewefc no'injuries or/. !
.deadis'.uti a rCaijiif.the'accjrjcnt,' but die cost of repair to' v

|J"J}C 'Ahijj fs\VsDm.'itcd [to lie Y million d A d

yrv.I'An'r. A’ .MppCr nr\O ~Tullit

jiTI'yvW' y MiunnM miia uAiidiiv.uu.l t* mu-iniv< auiud,
"Ir.thuafvor'dii)} to the chiefengineer’s.Best recollection,’th'e/%
S Tf-t s*hHvhoardT'iwjiccdofi'hall been performed In 1995/J.
b n f helj.wiw iiiit pertain whether,It ww.eyien. done th'cn
oy »sinisn, 7«ct’)/r«»)rrfs*sh»7|ycu"\chR| none of rh'e punned-.;'* .
3 Udps had, been cleaned nr tightened during die five-year
~'poriotl preceding ihe accident-/ 7, ywvV .
jErhcrcr lay-up,’Altiika. Ship andjDrydock; I
»W\dtlopre hgil uiado sofue modifications to the switchboard, h
JETlii CdAsf Guard approved the modifications to the el« r" *
« '\ONA tlrawvinjrs, arid inspected aiSd approved the worlc.i"."

*i.0il ..tlifeo, occasions, shipyard «.electricians entered the.
liv.Iiffl iii wYrdr An A culr/IsFuMitl An Mu» fir=* .

.'flic MT.SH recommended the AM IJS conduct nnnual’

, Swit(4|l«jaid.liis[)er. tio(iN, verify outside contracton/ worki

e ifevtdcip cnmprdieiwivc pre-fire' plans including proee-

'‘dpresjpr rugiiie-foont fires, arid provide a backup com-
: muriicatioiis system between the bridge and efgine [9ofy r 11 J

’ ') e'es John Stndir
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April 18, 2002

To members of the Senate Finance Committee;

The annuag) state PTA convention Is happening today In Anchorage
concurrently with this opportunity to testify. Thus, many of us are
unable to personally testify at our local UOs. On behalf of the
13,000 strong membership of the Alaska State PTA, we STRONGLY
urge you to fund aducetion at the $190 per student level for FY 03.
Increased education funding Is consistently one of our most
Important priorities as we witness the erosion of quality education
for our students due to ongoing Inflation and other Increased

costs. . ., i
Members of PTA units throughout the state can testify to the foct
that wo©arc being called upon more and more to raise funds locally
to help meet bask educational needs within our schools. Each year
we witness the loss of essential prograns that motivate our
children to learn and succeed. We are losing the competitive edge
In attracting axcallent teachers and administrators to coma to
Alaska. This Is happening at a time when w* have established
higher standards and greater expectations for our students,

We understand the need to solve the state fiscal gap, but not at
the expense of your mandated duty to maintain a strong school
system statewide. Quality education for Alaska's children must be
the #1 pHortty. Please vote to Increase state education funding.
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To; All mcinbcers of the Alaska 1,egislatlire

- UonAtl I.. Smith X

Box 80272 . . ‘
Fairbanks, AK 99708
3()3r) Uo.5le Creek Ud.
ft'rIstftuaf.cdn ’ [ .. ’ >
479 <\WA '

He; Current status of proposed stale operating budget

Iam submitting my Opinions by FAX because there will be many others who will
wish lo call inand lime will lie limited for everyone to register their opinions. 1am
responding to the: general tone of the legislative deliberations so far this session and, more
specifically, to the comments made by State Commissioners is reported in the Fairbanks
Daily News Miner Wednesday April 17, Section B, pages 1-2.

To say that 1am upset and really fed up with the Republican majority-led slashing
of.lhcStale's operating budgets for the past four or five years would be a massive
understatement.' Kappears that the Republican majority consists primarily of a group of
mean e.spirited, sc|f:scrvjng reactionaries. Overall, ihey appear to wish we lived in n third-
world Oounljy free from the burden of paying for the amenities of civilization. Certainly,
v/o appear lo lie rapidly.moving toward third-world status based on the cuts that appear to
InVcoming at the end of the legislative session. ! bet most third-world countries that are
Inlemstod in attracting tourists have restaurant inspection programs. Inspections areas

, much ii mniuu of public safety as is appropriate levels of law enforcement. How can
anyone- honestly tout Alaska, as a tourist destination when the Slate doesn’t even inspect its
o\yn vostaii'miil.s? ffthe restaurant inspection goes away I’'m thinking seriously about

1 [laying for it large advertisement in the New York Times informing their readers that Alaska
doesn't care enough about the safely of tourists to continue restaurant inspections. Itis
.more Important that each Alaskan receive n lot of free money, not pay state income taxes or
sinlo sales taxes than it is to protect the health of visitors and residents. That should play
wnll ill the lo.vcr 48! mEEN

m mWddon't luwe appropriate law enforcement cither, thanks lo cuts to the State of
Alaska operating budget made by previous wrong-headed legislators. Now, according to
the News Miner, we can look forward lo losing four more Stale Troopers from the interior.
Mnjybe the Stale Legislators should have their houses broken into, as we did several years
ago, nn'd have no trooper ever show up to gel our story directly. Maybe the legislators
should have a party at their homes’ have someone drive by, put five bulletholesinn'
guest's cur and have overworked, out-of-sorts troopers show up and be rude, arrogant arid
Mliyeiy.nl lothe VICTIMS of the crime rather than the perpetrators. This actually
happened Id me and my friends. We need more and better law enforcement in Alaska,
especially the interior, not Jess. Further cuts to Hie Division of Public Safety arc
VWACeilin’AlLIL!LL

Wiliat is the sense of closing Alaska Stale Parks? The tourism industry is crying for
help mu! you people want to stop restaurant inspections and close Slate Parks! Don’t
holnor maintaining Slate roads cither. That way, tourists can destroy their curs hitting
chuck holes, it’ll all (heir friends and relatives back home and, consequently, tourism will
Jnkoa leal nose dive. Cutting the restaurant inspection program and closing the state parks
is\ INAC’CMPTA BhK. The only logically consistent thing |’ve heard so far is cutting
lift*2 million io promote tourism. If the slate isn’t going to insure their safety and.
enjoyment of Alaska, don't yet them up here jn the first place.

How about promoting or assisting n forest products industry in the interior? How
belter lost!fie Unit industry than by culling back on the Forcslry Division, the agency that
develops ami 'administers timber sales? Cutting the Division of Forestry is
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UN/VCOHPTABOI, Ofcourse, the stock answer from conservative legislators is that
there is so much waste in these State Agencies, In my opinion, the most wasteful aspect of
lire entire State (iovemmcnt is the Slate legislature. Here isan idea for an unfunded
miUHIitle that would save Lhestate $37 million. Quit funding the State legislature!
1.eglalftlors shouldn't get a salary, per diem or travel expenses. You can all serve for
gratis/.,like .a number of programs or activities you have passed into State Law but for
which you provided no funds.

I spent 31 years leaching and doing research at the Universily of Alaska Fairbanks.
The University systenj is one of the significant money-makers for the state of Alaska while
pn'ivirling hlre'niendously valuable set of educational services. Not fully funding the
University system is shortsighted and costs the stato millions of dollars in lost income and
ccomlmiic; development. Ifthe legislature were really compelled to cut wasto'it would direct
tliMJA .system to eliminate satellite campuses in rural communities; the cost, per credit hour

, aili liie.re is astronomical, What? Not politically expedient to talk about whacking rural
’communities? Where js you'r courage; don’t you really want to cut the waste? Cutting the
OA system budget (by flat funding) is UNACCEPTABLE.

All lImwrnnglinginthelegislalureovcrtiicexacttypcofinadequntc taxloimposc
on lhe citizens of the state has really been tiring. Inadequate because it won’t raise enough
moiio-y (o cover the presumed shortfall. Of course, every legislator hears from the,most
vociferous constituents, all of whom want lo pay nothing or next to nothing for all the
seivices they claim they don’t really get. There are a lot of us who arc ready to pay for the
services one would expect lo receive while living in a civilized society. 1 looked at the
budget worksheet provided in a recent update letter by Rep, John Davies. | didn’t respond
Ihcii but I hrn now. 1think the PFD should be cut in half, making available revenues of
about $500 million. | think there should be a statewide sales tax of at least 2% and a
si,ltcwidciiieoi.no tax of at least 2% of the fedcml tax. Objections about those fatcats who
jiay no federal incoirio tax getting »wny without paying stale income tax? I*ycc the state
tax as apropoition of the gross adjusted income (1 040, page 2, top line) instead of the
act ual federal lax paid.; We need to start thinking out. of the box here! These measures
w\Wbuld albiosf completely cover the presumed shortfall. | think there will be a huge outcry
frotu « juniority of people. Those people arc always free to move to another state.,,whcre
their tax burden will bejmuch higher |hiui Alaska’s with these new measures in place.
Their places will be taken by others willing to live in the lasi frontier, pay their share and
have sonic'of the evidences of civilization. ' .

"I't occurs to inc. that most of what I've heard from the Instfive or mom legislatures is
(heir desire to promote economic development in the state of Alaska. It also occurs to me
Iull, willi the single exception of oil exploration and development, the legislature seems to
he behaving in a way to. accomplish exactly the opposite, Who would want to move to n'
slate, where restaurants aren’t inspected, sinte parks are closed, the streets and roads are not
mntnUttiiccl, homes mid businesses arc unsafe and unprotected, the tourism industry is
brtmstrUug, the fijrestryiprciducts industry is hamstrung, sustained fisheries nnd hunting
oppprluniiics arc hamstrung by cuts to ADF&G...Docs this sound like an inviting picture?
ldon’t thjnk so. What good is all that free money (PFD check) if you feel someone could ..
walk into .your home (or slop your car) and take it nnd no public safely officers would
lyVttk show up? .. \

Finding solution's to our stale's problems requires reul leadership. Leadership
sometimes raipiircs lenders to make ngoni-zing decisions that aren't going to be popular with
aorno of their constituents but which arc necessary for the good of all. Finding a long-term
budge! solution is one of those pases, Putting off or ignoring a long-term solution is
ijnaccicpTahle.} -
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DMT* Avmrl 18,2002 1
| > Abw A
TO: Alaska .Stage Legislators
AS  lo%
["ROM: I . MnwimKn.obcl
N1 [ONE :  Budget Oils

. What, llk*heck is wrong with you people?! Wednesday's Daily Ncws-Mincr reports that
you are Tutting state trooper positions, Fish nnd Wildlife employees' closing state parks, cutting
road nraiii|cAiaticc, mid eliminatingFood inspection services. This in addition to leaving IJAF high
nnddry. you toinlly lost your minds? * 1

Fof.gpe thing, | don’t believe we liave this billion doIIardef|C|t (see Dermot Cole’s column
enclosed); <Ml least the slate has money to cover a deficit if you would just use it, To better
outline my opinions, hare’s what] think: ’

1. As J Intvc. written to you before, DO NOT CUT STATE TROOPER POSITIONS,
bsp*shiftily Ih the interior. We have been short the necessary trooper coverage for several years as
the population here has grown, My husband hns written in his letter to you about the house theft
We suffered, four summers ago. * Our front door, was kicked in, over $1,000 in property was
stolen, (njclinlihg jewelry belonging to,visiting relatives), and no trooper ever responded. The
ovcr-woi lied "officer who did get the case finally had no time to properly investigate. My husband
even hricl to huv back his own camera from the pawn shop where we tracked it dowm-pnwned
there by a red headed .woman with tattoos all over her arms! There used to be a.btirglary-
jjtippiussioii unit here hut that had to be done away with years ago when staffing was cut. J won't
even describe the drive-by shooting at our home.. My husband mentioned that too. | do know,
Whfll Thave lo do how; is gel a Carry and Conceal Permit. |’ve been shooting guns for 55 years,
fuel very comfortable with one, and it looks like I’ll have to take steps to protect myself and our
property si(ice 'you-the political lenders we count on——tlon | seem to think law enforcement is
jriiporfiml.

p'Q MOT CUT RESTAURANT INSPECTION FUNDING. Have you ever had
.salmnncjlrifppd poisoning? Believe me, it’s not pretty, | contracted that a few years ago from a
looitl iv.slhuriini Ihtit purchased bad eggs. True, a food inspector might not have been able lo
(lelemiitic the egg5 were tainted hiil at least produce sellers and restaurant owneggshould know  thiti
some kind of quality control is in place. It's crazy for Alaska to tout tourism GDone of their maitl
economic sources and then entice visitors to come here and cat in uninspected restaurants! And
wit,'it abou; us locals who want to patronize our city and borough restaurants? We should have the
confide nob flint these businesses are clean and held lo high standards,

DO NOT CUT UNIVERSITY.FUNDING. This just goes on and on--the cutting and
lack of acknowledgment of education’s vital place. |’ve written to you before about this. | guess
lll<wmust he Ihotuhtnds o f Alaskans telling you riot to fund tho university system with one more
ilinio because tl\d voices of us who support funding are not being heard.

4, DUNOTCIIT FISH AND WILDLIFE PROTECTION. This Is a lot like trooper cuts,
How cmi llkvbiggest state in the union, and one of the last places on earth lo still have real space
vyith real wildiito, not take care of its responsibilities?

5. DC.)NOT CLOSE INTERIOR STATE PARKS. There goes the tourist market again.
How can you possibly think anyone wants to come here when they can’t camp in or visit a slate
park? Aud, what about those of us who have lived here over 30 years like me and want lo enjoy
the outdoors. So mucl\ for touring ground our own state.

.Maybe 1’m just too simple-minded about ibis, but it seems obvious where the money is lo
fund these essentials. 1suggest any of all of the following:

I, CUT THE PERMANENT FUND DIVIDEND. You’re probably all shaking in your
bonis to oven think about that because a wailing and moaning will echo throughout the state, rlcyl
This IMee nioncy tiling is obscene and embarrassing. | was raised on a farm in Nebraska and my
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Fund’'s earnings m ake

WAS UKORGR Oil-
lhe

o
WMMi who wrote obout
"magical properly of nmnos."

"Nonrly nil human liolnun
Tod a thing becomes dif-
ferent ifyou call il by a different
hrtini;," Oiwnll wrnU*.

lif this regard, whenever yon
hear a refororuQ to (bo stale $L
LilDnu .deficit,” il'a not exactly
llio tight name for Alaaku'fl fin-
limilal condition.

Wo need n now budget vocnb*
ulmy. Tliflro in no $1 billion
slate deficit becomm thnrp ia not
n $| billion pop between nil rov-
Chiion end nil expenditures.

This in not to r.uy Hint our po-
litical lenders hnvc niioropro-
fented |Ilio great downfall in
lito In Infomn tInil lino occurred
with Urn doolimj of Prndhoe ftny
oil production. The tleelino in dI-
nd oil Income is undeniably
Irue.

II'u JuoL that jnr/jnly out of
force of political hnbit, we
haven't included :is income the
bnp.« pains in recent yonro in tlio

INFORMATION

vnluo of stocks held by the per-
mnnont bind, ft la unrealistic to
expect lliooc pins to continuo
forovor, but AlJaskn’n fond baa
benefited greatly froln the bull
emtubol,

The nmncH wo use to describe
Linstale's financial situation in-
nucncc our perceptions.
rnn also iullunnce our opinions
about whether, our state can af-
ford Knelt tilings us public televi-
sion, for example.

.Whatever one.muy boliove
about wlint Alaskans and our
elecLod officials should do about
di.nl« spending, it would be hnsl
Lo first clinch our addition and
subtraction.

If fioonrinl nnalyats from
other stilted wore naked lo check
AlaskaV balance aliocl., | cnnT
imagine limy would ngrou with
Ihe assumptions Uiat bavo led to
what lias become in our political
and journalistic shorthand, a f1
billion deficit.

Thn .buiiii counters would
look at’tlio earnings from tlie
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‘b

Darmot
Cole )qr
They  slate's largest investment nc-

connt, wliich ore expected to
«tptnl $2 billion this yonr. They
would soon grasp tho concept
that $999 million of the money
is to bo paid out in dividends lo
Alnsknns nnd $207 million is
likely to m deposited back in
the fund In help protect tho
buying power of llio principal.

Ru|. they would luivo n luird
time accepting tha logic that the
olbnr $700 million in income
doesn't belong In the final tally.
They would want lo know why
some of that money can’t bo
usod lo help finance tlio govern-
ment.

For guidance they might be
directed to tlio state: revenue
forecast, which slates: "Purma-

dollar
nciil fund income, may bn legally
npi<rolU’iiH(>d in the nnmc
mannu!' ox uiuostrideij vevoniin,
hot llm established ptnclice lias
boon to {real IVrmaiienl Fund
not (iK'ooio iio if it wuru re-
oliiclod,"

TIf.il praclli'v grow out of llio
lime, when (liii‘ct oil ineomo paid
nil Hr* billu for nUlr. .govern-
lincut in Alaska. llul that lime
luis'piVMid because oil jirvduc-
lion nl I'ntdbort Jiny is bnlf of
wbal it wan a ductule ago and
prices tti'Oduwn.

F.vrn If pilcea worn to rise
tdimnly, tin) drop in production
lin'i liiiori nU great Mint nothing
will lutiji; back the era when nil
toon'oy financed uverything.

Iri tld'j new crrt, Icgixlutera
are | ogin,'dog to look nl revising
lhe 'Valid[li=h<d prnclicu™ be-
cause our oplioiiH mo limited

"Tljltc'b now gonorol
ngifCmi'iil between Ilio House
nnd f'onnlo hi somn it* of Per.
roniK'iil Fond earningbut tw?
Ilmre is dill rouixting taxes.

d e ficit’

a m
That could change,” former
Fairbanks legislator Mike

mUJrndnor wrote' in the latest edi-

tion of lds newsletter, Alaska
IxigtHInthvo - hii‘iuil:. An  lusldo
View of Alaska Policy,

In plnnning stale Imdgots,

Alaskans focused niniosl
entirlely for AJyears, on tho prieo
of ail.

While oil,Irieonn: lias hecn on
the decline for many yunm, in-
ver.linrml income NG been pu
Ilio rise. SR "

Alnsknns rtill wnteb the prieo
of ail on if our limincio) future
dopondod on it, but more nnd
mnro it is llm puoplo’p nccounl
blown <@ the I'ermonogd Fund
timt makes up our clalo J finan-
cial foundation.

Tlio action of (I'UU la no’,
longtir as imporl}mt as it onco .
was to Alaska,' but (be iicliin in
tho slock market, whom half of
the permtuionl fund Is invested,
hns become fur mine critical lo
Alnska's futuro.

A 1IKOBNT LF,«AL
OI''NION by Ht* law firm of

isnom er

Morrison & Fncrslcr, rrliio.sled
by Dm (.rustora of I'e perma-
nent iV.'d board, th.oll with .sev-
eral importing (juwllonH.

Tlio logoi opinion, which has
tlio concurrence of tho nllorncy
‘general,m slated uno(julvocn)ly
that the definition of "prin-
cipall includes nil rnonoy rc-
(piired to be deposited under the
constitution, plus additional np-
prnprintinns by Die Legislature,
The Alnskn Conslitlilion lunn-
dnlcN thnt the principal of the
permanent fund uin not lie
spent, but must bo Invested in
wny3 thnt pfodilta: income,

The constitution furlhor
mandntes Hint the pcnuniionl
fund bourd Is to mnnngo Ite iin-
sots lo generate ineomo' for dis-
tribution ss tho Ixgislnluro
directs. m

In our vocabulary llio oarn-
inga ought to be counted as in-
+COmMo, n name cliangu that would
help frmno the budget dubale in
n more nccuinlo manner.

D*mot Col# [i * N«yi-Min»r col-
umnlit, H* tan b« reichod «| to-
teiSnc ‘imlaer.Mm or nt *59-7530.
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Budget Deliberations

Subject: Budget Deliberations
Date: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 17:21:51 -0800
From: "Virginia L. Damron" <vld@inosquitonet.com>
To: <Mindy_Rovvland@]legis.siate.ak.us>

I am unable to attend the Senate teleconference tonight but do want to reiterate the things | addressed in letters to
Senators Wilken and Kelly.

| continually hear about the end of the Budget Reserve Fund and very little addressing the earnings of the permanent
fund above inflation proofing and permanent fund dividends. |can not hope to understand all of the workings of the
budget process but 1 do know that for the richest state in the union we seem to have become parsimonious. |am not
suggesting that there is not reason for some clear and definitive work to be done to manage our assets however, the
present course of cutting restaurant inspections, public safety, Health and Social Service grants and the like are
short sighted and will in the end cost us far more than is presently spent to fund those things. Not funding the
University system at the level necessary to equip our young people to be effective, useful citizens and to not provide
the best quality education we can, will result in our greatest assets leaving and rarely returning. We need to quit
looking for how to cut the budget and look at how to use what we have in the most effective way to allow our
economy to grow. Even the most dedicatea budget cutters cannot possibly believe that removing the constraints and
productive elements of our budget will develop a place where we want to live let alone invite new industries or
tourists. ldon’t want to lose my permanent fund or pay taxes but realistically | know that | cannot continue to expect
others to pay for my services. |and many like me elected you to do the hard work of keeping Alaska the greatest
place in the world to live. Please don’ttake the easy road because it is expedient. | plead with both parties and both
houses to re-evaluate the strategy now being proposed and seek answers in current revenue streams, precise cuts
to redundancy, and inhancement of revenues as necessary. Thank you for considering alternatives. Virginia L.
Damron, 427 Shannon Drive, Fairbanks, 99701, Phone (907)451-8478.

Itil | 4/19/02 7:48 AM
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Alcohol Abuse & Alcoholism In Alaska

Alcohol is the most significant contributing factor to crime in Alaska. Alcohol is also the number ojie
public health issue facing Alaska. Excessive drinking is associated with child abuse, domestic violence,
and low educational acmevement in our state. The FY2003 budget for the Alcohol and Drug Abuse
BR.U proposes S8.3 million GF to address problems related to alcohol abuse and alcoholism.

What does alcohol abase and alcoholism cost our state?

'Alaska leads the nation in

alcohol abuse. Statistics Alcoholism is epidemic in Alaska. Historically and currendy, the abuse
show that eighty percent of alcohol is pervasive within our communities and families. Putting a
of all crimes are price tag on the impacts of alcohol abuse and alcoholism is extremely
committed by individuals difficult. According to a study recendy completed by McDowell
under the influence of Group, Inc. for the Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse,
alcohol or drugs.' the cost of alcohol and other drug dependency on the Alaska economy

--Ted Stevens  was estimated to be §614 million during 1999. Alcohol abuse costs
US. Senator  accounted for 8453 million, or 74% of that total. Cost by category
includes:

* §319 million from productivity losses
* 8146 million from criminal justice and protective services
Algska ranks firstamong all » 8123 million from health care
‘states in alcohol mortality.
The prevalence of alcohol
dependence and alcohol
sbuse in Alaska isaimost /\o0No| Treatment Waitlists
twice the national
average. The waiting lists for alcohol treatment recendy identified in “Waiting in
Line for Treatment” show an average of 302 people in seven Alaskan
communities have signed up~For treatment in a program diat has no
space available for them. This includes waitng lists of: 56 for women’s
or women widi children programs, 197 needing adult residential
hiationwide, Alaska is the treatment, 4 for youth programs, and 44 needing adult outpatient
/57~ n the nation forseverity treatment.
of alcohol-related
problems, but rank”32nd

» 821 million from traffic crashes
* 84 million from public assistance

For each type of service offered, the number of days people remain on
. the waiting list is different. Women waiting for treatment in a program
for tr.eatm ent serv_lces that accepts women and children wait the longest, averaging 107 days.
provided per capita. People who sign up to receive general or long-term residential care also
tend to wait longer than average (81 and 87 days, respectively). Those
waiting for women-only programs average 45 days and those waiting
for dual diagnosis residential care wait an average of 43 days.

Elimination of the waiting lists is a good first step, but it would not
allow the State to provide treatment to everyone who needs it and who

would accept if it were immediately available.

Enough alcohol v/as sold in
Alaska in FY99 to add up
to 516 drinks for every

man, woman and child. Does treatment work?

Alcoholism is a chronic, progressive, disease. It is treatable. Many
people relapse several times bctore achieving long-term sobriety. But a

Revised February 7, 2002



recent study examining the effectiveness of publicly funded treatment programs in Alaska found that 56
percent of outpatient clients and 42 percent of residential clients abstained from alcohol for one year after
treatment. The study found a strong association between abstinence and participation in follow-up care and
peer support groups such as alcoholics anonymous.

The study also found that, among participants:
Arrests and motor vehicle accidents decreased;
Full-time employment increased from 30 percent to 45 percent;
* Unemployment rates dropped from 45 percent to 24 percent;
» Visits to hospital emergency rooms declined.

An indication of the pervasiveness of alcohol Percentage of Alaskans Reporting Acute (Binge) and

abuse is the percentage of Alaskans who Clironic Drinking

report acute (binge) and chronic drinking. In = Chronic

1999,19% of Alaskan adults reported binge Drinkers

drinking compared with 15% nationwide. O Acute
Drinkers

Alcohol consumption rates illustrate the
extent of alcohol-related problems. Alaska
has the second highest rate of alcohol
consumption in the nation, behind
Wisconsin.

Source: Alaska Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, N-tional
Institute of Alcohol Abuse anti Alcoholism

What should, he done?

1v Increase availability of substance abuse treatment for adults by increasing die number of beds at
existing residential facilities for both short term and long term care as well as increasing the availability
of dual diagnosis treatment for those individuals with both a substance abuse and a mental healdi
diagnosis. ($471.8 GF, $1442.6 GF/MH);

2. Increase treatment in rural Alaska by placing approximately 18 additional professionals trained in
mental health and substance abuse counseling in rural communities; providing a minimum level of
funding for small community outpatient treatment programs and increasing the funding for transitional
housing for substance abusers leaving out-of-town treatment programs ($1,062.0 GF; $1,117.7

GF/MH; $300.0 MHTAAR);

3. Restore the successful Alcohol Safety Action Program to provide more substance abuse screening and
monitoring of court-ordered treatment, including drunk drivers ($470.0 GF);

4. Maintain existing funding for Mental Health Trust programs for Women and Children alcohol
programs by replacing MHTAAR funding which is transitioned to GF/MH ($300.0 GF/MH, -$300.0

MHTAAR);

5. There are additional alcohol treatment, inhalant abuse prevention and suicide prevention increments
that arc part of the Children's Health Initiative as well as a fund change from Federal to GF for existing
Detox and Dual Diagnosis treatment in Anchorage and annualization costs included in the
department's Maintain Services analysis.

Revised February 7, 2002
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April 18, 2002

Senate Finance Committee
State of Alaska
Juneau, AK 99801

Re:  STATEBUDGET CUTS AFFECTING THE CITY OF KENAI

At their regularly scheduled meeting of April 17, 200il the Kenai City Council discussed their
concerns in regard to state budget cuts that will affcc t the City ofKenaias well as its outlying
areas. We have listed those concerns with a briefexpilanation below:

Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation/Captain Cook State Recreational Area

Forcing the closure of the Captain Cook State Park will impact our 7,000 city residents, N ikiski
area residents, and residents of other outlying areas of Kenai in two ways:

1. Loss of services offered by our local bi sinessee used for repairs, food, fishing
tackle, gifts, etc. ofvisitors who travel to the City of Kenai and north to the Park. Our
businesses depend on summer tourism and many of their clientele come to Kenaias a
destination and want to enjoy what the Kenai community has to offer and the camping, beach
walks, fishing, boating, swimming, canoeing, hiking, etc. that is offered at the Park,

2. Those same business owners waljdasealong with our residents and
residents of the Nikiski area and other surrounding communities, by eliminating their safe and
supervised backdoor playground. The forced elimim tion of supervision, outhouse availability,
and fire pits will increase the risk of public health ai d safety.

Road M aintenance

Road maintenance conditions, year around, are failing and in particular, the Kenai Spur
Highway from Kenai to Pickle Hill outside of Soklotn i. This stretch of highway receives heavy
use every day, all day. Itis notjust the main road into Kenai directly from Soldotna and
Anchorage, but the only direct road. This road rece ves pedestrian, bicycle, personal vehicle,
heavy equipment, and tractor-trailer use. It is impe -stive this road be kept in good traveling
condition — and filling ard refilling potholesjustia not adequate.

Elimination of Food Health Inspections

Failure of the State to fund oversight and inspection ofrestaurants, grocery stores, Gchool
kitchens, day care centers, tattoo/body piercing par ors, public pools and accommodations wiill
endanger everyone's life who goes to school, eats, svims, wades, and breathes. Additionally,
this failure will directly jeopardize millions of federa dollars that pay for school and child/adult
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care meals. Is it the Legislature's intention to cut even more dollars our school districts
depend on to care for our states children and adult aZN€ meads?

Is it the Legislature's intention to force local municipalities to take over inspection
responsibilities? If the localmunicipality does not have the funds available to take on this
function, is it the Legislature's intention to turn its bapk on its citizens, visitors, and itself and
endanger all our lives?

P.UTwlnatlon of State Troopers

The Legislature's failure to fund the third year of the negotiated labor contract with the State
Troopers and court officers will require cutting three troopers, one court services officer, and
one support stafffrom the Kenai Peninsula, reducing 24-houx coverage in some ofour areas.
Is this not one more failure by the Legislature to prot&ctits citizens' lives?

The State's failure to protect the Peninsula w ill create] significant impacts to the City of Kenali,
not because it would be required, but because we would be morally obligated. Some of those
impacts would include:
Assisting State Parks, Fish & Wildlife, Tish & Game;
Responding to injury boating accidents (guide and personal use) on the lower
twelve miles of the Kenai River;
Responding to search and rescue incid{<ents on the lower twelve miles of the
Kenai River;
. Responding to life-threatening inciden s outside of tire city, which in turn will
put our enforcement officers in life-threateningjeopa dy;
. Responding to more and more tasks outside our city limits, pulling our
resources away from incidents in the city.

Because the State is refusing to fund its own agencie 5, it forces the responsibility on the local
municipalities who DO NOT have the means and abilities to assume those responsibilities.

We fttily realize the opportunity for testimony has paused, however we stillwant to address
these issues to everyone ofyou as members of the Seriate Finance Committee.

On behalfofthe Kenai City Council, Administration jind the citizens ofour community, and
those ofthe surrounding area, | remain,

Sincerely yours,

CITY OF KEN.

John<J. Williams
Mayor

JIW /clf

cc: Kenai Peninsula Legislators
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My name is Susan Mason-Bouterse. | am the Executive Director of Sunshine
Community Health Center, a federally qualified health center located in Talkeetna, AK.
We provide comprehensive primary care and enabling services to residents of the Upper
Susitna Valley. These services include primary care, mental health, substance abuse
screening, family advocacy, care coordination, home health nursing, dental care, and
outreach to families with young infants. We are a safety net provider, providing services
to people regardless of ability to pay through utilization of a sliding scale fee.

We have been in operation since 1986 as a small non-profit organization, governed by a
community board of directors. This past year, we served approximately 2,000 different
individuals, and provided over 6,000 encounter visits with patients. We provide a heavily
used after hours emergency service and work very closely with area EMS when needing
to transport patients to the nearest ER located in Palmer, approximately 90 minutes away
(on a good day!)

The Assistance To Community Health Facilities grant program within the Division of
Public Health, has in the past, been our only funding source, other than patient revenues
and a small amount of United Way funding. Had we not had this funding, wc would
have been forced to close our doors, leaving residents of the Upper Susitna Valley
extremely under-served. Currently, we are receiving federal community health center
funding, but we receive an ACHF grant to help support the salary of our Medical
Director. This State funding serves as a cost share to the federal program. Eliminating
this grant could result for us in reduced federal funding, which could impact our ability lo
provide needed services in this rural part of the stale.

As a member of the Board of the AK Primary Care Association, 1am also testifying on
behalf ofrural clinics that arc not receiving federal CHC funding but are relying on
ACHF grant funds to survive. The proposed cuts will devastate these rural clinics and
could (and probably will) result in rural clinic closures across the state.

Other proposed cuts to the DHSS budget will cause significant hardships. For example,
the Early Tnfant Learning Program will result in cuts to programs that address prevention.
These are programs that can save the state money in the future, not to mention saving
incredible hardships for families. Proposed cuts to mental health and substance abuse

*A UnlluiJ Way P.jrliclputliig Agency"
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programs will result in severely minimized services, resulting in greater end-run costs,
financial, personal, nnd community.

Tunderstand and appreciate the Legislature’s dilemma and challenge in needing to reduce
costs and develop a manageable budget for the coming year. However, health carc docs
not need to be on the chopping block! Health care costs are rising. Small businesse' and
working individuals are struggling to keep up insurance premiums. Currently, the only
State funding dedicated to primary carc is $315,000. | urge the Senate NOT to reduce
that amount and not to reduce already minimal funding for other health carc and
behavioral health carc services

Thank you for your time and for the opportunity to express these concerns. | would be
happy to answer any questions you may have.
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Aprij 18,2002
Alaska Stale Legislature Senators:

RH: SB 340 Permanent Fund Dividend ‘HOLD HARMLESS”
PROVISION REPEAL ., i

| strongly oppose SB 340, that directly affects the Alaska Native
population served by (lie Community Services Department of the
Fairbanks Native Association. The membership of Fairbanks
Native Association serves the Native population of 5000 residing
in the Fairbanks North Star Borough. The Community Services
Department clientele depends on the permanent fund for winter
clothing, their children’s school supplies and other essential needs
not provided by other financial resources. Also, the permanent
fund allows families lo purchase eyeglasses and medical supplies
not provided by the health care system. Again, on behalf the
Community Services clientele (approximately 677 clients) and the
Naliv'e community, I strongly oppose SB 340. Thank you.
Sincerely, Freda M. Williams, Director, Community Services
Department, phone (907) 452-5225, Fix (907) 452-6355
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April 18,2002
To h-Afimbers of the Senate Finance Committee: '
We arc currently attending our State PTA convention in Anchorage. As members ofthe
Fairbanks community, and representing more than 22 local Parent-Teacher Association,
wz shonyly encourage you to increase education. Funding by the $} 90 per student level m
for FY 03," :
Pwent-Tcaehcr Associations in Fairbanks regularly donate funds for numerous reasons to
help meet basic educational needs in our schools-. Each year we are being asked to do

. move with less - this at a time when we have established higher standards and greater

' expectations for both students and teachers. , i

"o * iom o
Quality education is our priority. We believe it is yours too. We hope you will show
your support by voting to increase state education funding.,
Naomi, W-dsworth, Fairbanks Council of PTA President
Viletia, Knight, Alaska PTA Regional U Vice President.
I _
g SWON nn-m-m im'wwmm Y 2P -8V
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Substance
A buse

Directors

A ssociation OFAIASKIA INC

DATE: April 18, 2002 Total Pages: 2
TO: Senate Finance Committee:

Senator Dave Donley, Co-Chair
Senator Pete Kelly, Co-C.hair
Senator Jerry Ward, Vice-Chair
Senator Loren Leman

Senator Lyda Green

Senator Gary Wilken

Senator Alan Austerman
Senator Lyman Hoffman
Senator Donny Olson

FROM: Mary Rosenzwelg, Executive Director

RE: Proposed amendments to the Senate HSS Finance subcommittee recommendation for the
Department of Health and Social Services, Alcohol and Drug Abuse Cervices (Component
Summary):

Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) component:
Amend subcommittee total of $1,028.1 (K) by $500 (K) to total of $1.528.1 thousand.

Alcohol and Drug Abuse Treatment Grants component;
Amend subcommittee total of $19,342.2 (K) by $4,628.7 (K) to a total of $23.970.9 thousand.

On behalf of the Substance Abuse Directors Association of Alaska (SADA), which represents 56 directors of
substance aouse treatment and prevention agencies statewide, | am writing this letter in lieu of public
testimony before ihe committee on the issue of the FY 03 Operating Budget. While SADA recognizes that
you are faced with a most daunting task as you balance state needs with available revenues, we urge you

to place as a high priority the maintenance of core services and request that you consider restoration of two
line items of particular concern to our organization.

Of particular concern to our organization are the proposed outs to two line items within the Alcohol and Drug
Abuse Services BRU: Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) and Alcohol and Drug Abuse Treatment
Grants. Restoration of these line Items to at least FY 2002 funding levels is critical to maintaining any
progress made last year on the issue of drunk driving. The ASAP program Is the first line of action for DWI
offenders and has proven extremely effective in keeping individuals from reoffending. Proposed cuts of
$500 K would effectively eliminate five out of eight adult ASAP programs from a system that is already
overtaxed; and would completely eliminate the Juvenile ASAP program Initiated just thi* year. Proposed
cuts to treatment programs serving those assessed by the ASAP programs as needing intensive drug and
alcohol treatment will only serve to lengthen a waitlist that Is already prohibitive for the judicial system and
individuals wanting treatment from seeing treatment as a viable option.

Further, the sizeable cut to treatment grants, effectively twenty percent from FY 02 levels, coupled with
progressively larger cuts from our stale's federal treatment block grant due to failure to meet maintenance
of effort requirements, would cause massive layoffs, facility closures, reduction In services and lengthening

Substance A buse Directors A ssociation * 4111 Minnesota Drive, Anchorage, AK 99503

(907) 770-2927 . FAX (907) 258-6052
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of waitlists for people wanting services. The unfortunate alternative for many of these people will be the
corrections system and state custody for their childre... Youth assessed as needing residential treatment
will be forced to seek resources out-of-state. Treatment is proven to be cost effective when compared to
the costs Incurred by untreated individuals repeatedly moving through the judicial and corrections system.
A state that has neither the resources to expand corrections, nor the desire to Incarcerate every drunk
driver cannot afford to Jeopardize systems proven cost effective,

Specifically, SADA Is requesting the following amendments to the Senate HSS Finance subcommittee
recommendation for the Department of Health and Social Services, Alcohol and Drug Abuse Services
(Component Summary);

Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) component;
Amend subcommittee total of $1,028,1 (K) by $500 (K) to a total of $1,528.1 thousand.

Alcohol and Drug Abuse Treatment Grants component;
Amend subcommittee total of $19,342,2 (K) by $4,628.7 (K) to a total of $23,970.9 thousand.

We respectfully urge you to consider these two requests. As | stated earlier, we realize you are faced with
making some lough decisions and we have done our best to identify the most critical of services for
restoration of funding.

Thank you for your consideration, | can be reached for questions at (907) 770-2927,
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April 18,2002
To: Senate Finance Subcommittee Members:

Your proposed cuts to social service programs are going to have an extremely detrimental impact
on future state budgets. Reducing funding to Medicaid, Denali Kid Care, Foster Parent Programs, Alcohol
& Tobacco Use Cessation/Prevention Programs, Power Cost Equalization, Mental Health Programs,
AVTEC, General Assistance, Education, Suicide Prevention, Education, Public Heahh Nurses, Adoption
Programs, Family Preservation Programs, Head Start, TANF, and other vital programs will have result In
even mote calls to Emergency Medical Service providers.

As Health & Safety Educator for Tanana Chiefs Conference, | daily see the combined positive
effects ofthe programs you propose to cut. During my trips to communities throughout the Upper Tanana, |
often receive requests for additional social services, especially mental health services. 1 relay these
messages to the Tok Area Counseling Center, but they already have too large a caseload.

Additional fbnding cuts to social service programs is going to result In even fewer people
receiving services, resulting in increases in domestic violence, elder abuse, child abuse, sexual assault,
violent crimes, alcoholism, drug abuse, and suicide. This is entirely contrary to the goals of Governor
Knowles and to the promises you made to your constituents when you ran for State Senate.

Many people who dedicate themselves to social service work countless hours of overtime without
asking for, or expecting, compensation. Your proposed cuts are going further overburdon these people,
cause burnout, and lead to an apathetic work force that can no longer provide the individualized services
thal their at risk clients require in order to remove themselves from dependency upon social services. The
idiocy of your proposed budget cuts is beyond words.

During my volunteer work at the Upper Tanana Aging Program 1often hear elders discussing
whether to buy necessary medication or to heat their homes. If Power Cost Equalization funding is reduced,
they will be forced to discuss whether to buy food, heating oil, or medication. For some elders, the meal
they receive from the Upper Tanana Aging Program is the only meal they have that day.

As a volunteer Emergency Medical Technician for Tok Area Emergency Medical Service, | am
one of the 28 volunteer medical personnel who cover an area the size of die State of Virginia. One-third of
our members are Emergency Medical Technician-lII’s, the highest training level without moving to attend
a paramedic program. Our service has been extremely proactive in training it’s members. The result is a
high level of care not possible in many rural areas.

As medical training requires re-ccrtification every two years, the loss of training funds will result
m advanced care no longer being provided. Being the first medical service on the Alaskan side of the
ALCAN, in the summer many of our patients are elderly and require advanced medical procedures,
Without continued medical training and equipment fbonds Alaska will become prohibitive to all visitors
except the most hardy. The hardy are often the young with the smallest disposable income. Thus s cut
social services will also have a detrimental effect on tourism.

Petroleum, forestry, and commercial fishing operations will also have a smaller pool of
Emergency Medical Technician to hire from to provide medical services. This will result in higher death
rates in tho oil, logging, and fishing industries. These deaths will be a direct result of your actions.

Please do not cut funding to the people who daily arc working towards making Alaska a healthier
and safer place to raise the next generation of Maskans.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Martin
T>0Box 434
Tok, AK 9978&-0434



Southeast Alaska Avalanche Center

PO Box 20578, Juneau, Alaska 99802 (907)586-5699 0 & fax e-mail: seavalanche@ gci.net

an educational nonprofit corporation web: www.avalanche.org; click on Southeast Alaska link

Avalanche Safety Funding

* Alaska loses more people every year to avalanches than any other state,
regardless of population; but we alone among the snow and mountain stateshave no
government avalanche -education and forecasting program.

April 18, 2002

* This Issue affects all Alaskans, not just backcountry recreationists:

+ Highways: The Seward, Richardson, Dalton, Klondike, Old Glenn, and Haines Highways;
Thane Road, Egan Expressway, Basin Road, and a host of smaller roads and streets all have
avalanche problems which impact motorists and our state’s economy.

There is no avalanche forecasting at all in Southeast Alaska. This winter, schoolbusses on
Thane Road in Juneau were hit twice by avalanche dust clouds; near-misses that illustrate
the risk. The legal and human cost of one destroyed schoolbus would pay for
many years of avalanche forecasting!

+ Urban residents: A number of homes and businesses in Valdez and Cordova were hit and
desu'oyed in the 1999-2000 Southcentral Alaska cycle. Juneau alone has 62 houses, 1lhotel,a
freeway, and much of a boat harbor in avalanche zones; other towns with homes in
avalanche areas include Anchorage-Eagle River, Girdwood, Moose Pass, and Kennicott.

+ Workers: Highway, city, and railroad maintenance crews, powerplant and line workers,
loggers, rescue personnel, ski patrollers, and guides are frequently exposed to avalanche
danger. Even such normally low-risk jobs as making deliveries involve avalanche risk
when houses, highways, and industrial facilities are located in avalanche zones.

* Prevention Is chpaper than rescue:

+ Avalanches are expensive: a very rough estimate from the state Department of Emergency
Services for the cost of the big 1999-2000 avalanche cycle in Southcentral is $16 million.

+ Even a fairly simple backcountry avalanche search and rescue effort can cost thousands
of dollars and many hours of dangerous volunteer work.

+ Prevention and forecasting WORKS: In Switzerland, the avalanche fatality
rate has decreased in recent years despite growing numbers of people ir the Alps as a
result of their government-funded education, forecasting, and mitigation program.

* Please support the remaining Public Safety avalanche funding, and increase the
amount if possible! The amount remaining in the budget is nowhere near enough to run a
forecasting program, but every little bit WILL help the nonprofits carry out our education work!


mailto:seavalanche@gci.net
http://www.avalanche.org
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TO: Members of the Senate Finance Committee
Co-Chairs Senator Dave Donley and Senator Pete Kelly
Vice-Chair; Senator Jerry Ward _
Members: Senators Loren Leman, Lyda Green, Gary Wilken, Alan
Austerman, Lyman Hoffman, and Donald Olson

RE: Avalanche Awareness Education is Cheaper than _
Search and Rescue Missions to Recover Dead Alaskan Bodies

FROM: Aedene L. Arthur, A M.0O.M. (Alaska Mom On a Mission)

A DOLLAR SPENT ON PREVENTION AND EDUCATION CAN SAVE
THOUSANDS IN SEARCH AND RESCUE COSTS.

First | would like to thank Yo_u for your previous support in avalanche
awareness education. Proclaiming November as Alaska Avalanche Awareness
Month (]uves a target month to schedule activities, publicize classes and
materials available for public perusal, promote the importance of avalanche
awareness, and to urge Alaskans to purchase and iearn how to use Basic
Avalanche Rescue Gear (beacon, probe, and shovel).

| would S0 like to thank you for your support in last year’s funds of $50,000 to
help with avalanche education. Once Alaskans realize education is an
important element in traveling safely in the backcountry where avalanches
might occur, there must be classes available for them to attend. Part of the
problem in educating people has been that there have been very few avalanche
specialists who could offer enough classes to fulfill the need. Part of the $50,000
implemented a “Reach and Teach” train the trainer program. Avalanche
technicians from around the state (Fairbanks, Sitka, Cordova, Girdwood,
Wasilla, and Eagle River to name a few sites) were brought together to plan
teaching activities and strategies. These teachers then returned to their
communities and are giving presentations and teaching classes.

A member of BAART is one of the Reach and Teach ﬁarticipants, and has
reached over 1800 individuals (from Boy Scouts to school classes to business
grougsg since the first Reach and Teach training session. He was able to do this
much because he is not emﬁloyed during the winter season. The very small
stipend he received through the Reach and Teach program helped him to buy
food to get through the winter. Volunteers can't be expected to do everything,



esl;:_)ecially If they work all day. MONIES IN THE BUDGET CAN HELP THE
REACH AND TEACI PROGRAM TO CONTINUE.

Education and CONSISTENT, accurate information about weather and
snowlo_ack_condltlons arc both necessary factors for informed decisions about
traveling in the backcountry. Since Alaska docs not have a Forecast Center,
education is extremely important. MONIES IN THE BUDGET CAN
SUPPORT EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES. Note: Backcountry travelers who
cannot access information about conditions before traveling is like taking away
pilots’ and boaters’ability to access weather conditions before planning a trip.

Alaska has the highest avalanche death rate per capita than any other state.
Sixty-nine people have died since 1986; fourteen in 1999 alone. As ofAPrll 15
thirty-two Americans have died in avalanches this winter; eight or one-fourth of
these deaths have occurred in Alaska.

An avalanche death is not just a statistic, this isan Alaskan citizen. This person
IS typically a lather, husband, sibling, aunt or uncle; an important member of
the local community and work place. Each death adversely affects the Alaskan
economy: the person is lost from the work force, and the wagc-earner who
helps support a family can no longer contribute to the family’s welfare.

Alaskans have been portrayed by some as independent adventurers who won't
listen to warnings, but no Alaskan (no matter how adventurous or independent)
enters the backcountry with a death wish. Until a CONSISTENT source of
information about conditions in the most-traveled areas in the backcountry is
available for easy access by the traveler, EDUCATION IS CRITICAL.

The cost to the Alaskan economy of Search and Rescue missions that recover
dead bodies is very high. Ihe Turna%aln Pass avalanche where six Alaskans
died Stwo of them service men) cost between SI and S2 million alone. This
includes the cost of National Guard, other government agencies involved, and
work time lost by volunteer searchers.

The search and hody recovery for the father and teen-ager from Fairbanks
who died this winter was costly: to the family, to the community, to the
Government Agencies involved. Through education, Alaskans get the message
about the importance of Avalanche Rescue Gear. If someone is buried, those In
the party have the toois to give the person a chance to survive. .Ta body is
found immediately, then a search and rescue mission is not necessary.



Groups such as BAAKT arc doing as much as they can to hold classes and get
Information into the hands of Alaskans. One such project is the placement of
Avalanche Awareness Materials Sets of Svideos and 5 hooks in middle and
high schools, and public libraries around the state. This is being accomplished
through tax-deductible $200 donations from organizations, businesses, and
individuals. These materials are often given in memory of a loved one who has
died in an avalanche. The goal is to have these materials in all Alaska libraries
where EeoKIe live who can travel to avalanche terrain, by October. (WANT TO
HELP PLACE ASET IN A LIBRARY? MY EMAIL IS bcth@mtaonline.net,
and | do presentations.)

We arc hoping that packets can be sent in October to libraries, businesses, and
groups around the state promoting Avalanche Awareness Month. These
packets can include information about materials available in libraries as well as
other educational hand-outs. At this time, there arc no Alaska-generated
educational hand-outs that can be utilized. MONIES IN THE BUDGET
EARMARKED FOR AVALANCE EDUCATION COULD BE USED IN PART
TO PRODUCE MATERIALS TO PROMOTE AWARENESS.

| realize this is a long missal to read, and | hoBe itis all right to have it hand-
delivered. 1 cannot testify via teleconference because | have accompanied my
elderly parents to Oregon so they could visit relatives and friends. 1t is difficult
for me to hand-write a letter because | have carpal-tunnei syndrome. But it was
important for me to put some of my thoughts on paper for your perusal.

| understand $35,000 has been added to this year's budget for avalanche
education. Thank you to those who moved and supported this effort. |
understand the struggles you all have in Juneau this year. My Alaska family
consists of four generations, and many of the state programs and other actions
you arc considering in Juneau have a tremendous effect on all our lives. I could
probably spend ever}’day testifying on items in connection with my family and
my community service projects.

But | askglou today (in memory of my son, the other 68 Alaskans who have died
since 1986, and their families) to continue to support avalanche education
elTorts to save lives and save the state monies in search and rescue efforts by (at
the very least) retalnln% If not mcreasm?) the budgeted amount. Thank you -
Aedcne L. Arthur, [1CO 2 Box 7300, Palmer 99645  907-745-5374
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We need to fond our student’s education. 1am ur_gmg you o settle for
nothing,less than S190 per child school increase in edcation funding, We
have failed to keep up with inflation for mre than a decade, Alaska’s
children arc paylng the price. Fund education as a constitytional mandate
before other programs are funded. J support the option of funding education
with monies from the permanent fund! | am also'in favor of taking monies
out of each individual pay check once a year for education only. This was
done in the Past and could be d%ne now. " If we set up taxes we need an
expensive structure to support that system.
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STATE OF ALASKA/ LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

Petersburg Legislative Information office  P.O. Box 1470 Petersburg, AK 99833
Phone: 907-772-3741 Fax: 907-772-3779

FAX TRANSMISSION

TO: Senate Finance Committee, Attn Mindy Rowland
FAX: 907-465-2187

DATE: April 18,2002

RE: Written Testimony/ Budget Bills

FROM: Ellen Sharpsteen

Please enter this written testimony into the record for yesterday’s hearing in
SFIN on the HB403/404 and SB288/289. Ms Menish-N icci also requests
that Members of the Committee receive a copy of her comments.

Thank you,
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FROM : f-EUCC15)9077724694 | TTI TTTTTI PHONE ND. : 9077724694 ftpr. 1B 2002 08:51AM PI

For the Senate Finance Com.

My name is Marilyn Menish-Mcucci from Petersburg and | am testifying as a resident of
the State of Alaska. 1 am so baffled by what you are doing in Juneau it is hard to know
where to start. You are cutting every thing that helps our state function and be a place
that people want to live in and raise a family. If you under fund the Marine Highway
System we will have less service than we did in the 1%0’s. By cutting snow removal the
roads will not be plowed on our school bus route. By cutting snow removal at our airport
that would mean wc in Petersburg will have a hard time getting out of town, especially
with the cut in the Marine Highway. Do you understand that 50% of the tourists headed
for Anchorage and Fairbanks are traveling on the Marine Highway to get there?? 1 feel
most of you have forgotten why you are in Juneau. You are there for the betterment of
our state as a whole, notjust for a distriot here or there. 1feel a state income tax would
be a way to have those that work in our stale seasonally help pay for the services they
use. You need to get focused and get a fiscal plan for the years to come. | am opposed to
a state sale tax as Petersburg [and many other communities] already has a sales tax in
place. | have heard many people in the last hour [from all over the state] testify that they



