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F I S C A L  N O T E  ^
STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SB 229
2000 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Date/12/8/00 8:43 AM   Dept. Affocted_
Title Employment of Hrg Examiners c'» Mediators_______BRU

and Repealing Colocation of RCA & AOGCC Component__
Sponsor Senator Pearce___________________________ ____________
Requester Senate Finance Component No.

Expenditures/Revenues___________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006
Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Contractual 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 L  o.o 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous (Moving Costs) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 I

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) j I

FUND SOUFICE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mantal Health
Other (Regulatory Cost Charge) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2000) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata page if  necessary)
HB 229 is lot expected to cause any increase to the agency's FY01 budget.

Prepared by: G. Nanette Thompson Phone 276-6222
Division Chair’ RCA \ f h ■ Ij i7  Dfje/Tinte 21/8/00 8:43 AM

Approved by Commissioner Deborah B. S e d w ic lr^ ^ i/8/00 8:43 AM
Agencv Community & Economic Development

P R E P A R E R  T O  PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES T O  GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For fu rtlie r distribution inform ation, call the G overnor's Legislative Office

(Rev 10/W) ^000lnloim.»:vc va P a g e   1 ___  Of  1
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A M E N D M E N T

SENATE FINANCE 
COMMITTEE ^  , 

Amendment Number: /
Bill N u m __
Sponsory^^^S g ^L . Date: 
Logged In By: /̂gzJz2 zg.__

OFFERED IN THE SENATE BY SENATOR TORGERSON
TO: SB 229

1 Page 1, line 12 following “judges,”:



SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE
2 0 0 0  C O M M I T T E E  A C T I O N

Bill Num ber;
Am endm ent; '

M otion]
I

Motion by I
Objection

Objection by
Removed I

Second Objection by
Committee Member Vote

Senator Dave Donley
Senator Loren Leman
Senator Al Adams
Senator Gary Wilken
Senator Pete Kelly
Senator Lyda Green
Senator Randy Phillips
Co-Chair Sean Parnell
Co-Chair John Torgerson

Tally
Yea 0
Nay 0

Absent 0

MOTION i
s

Votesheet.XLS Page 1 o f  1
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State of Alaska 
Class Specifications

C reated  By: Rachel Wilson on 08/20/97 at 01:27 PM 
C ategory: Professional 
C lass  Title: Hearing Officer 
C lass C ode: P1925
C lass R ange: 21

Original Date: Original C om m ents:
11/16/85 ORIGINAL

S u b se q u e n t Revision D ates/C om m ents:

F in a liz e d  o n

A p p ro v e d  by

L ast U pdate: L ast U pdate C om m ents:
08/16/90 Title change and

broadened class concept 
(KKG).

Definition:
Under administrative direction, independently performs investigations of alleged violations of 
State statutes and/or regulations; conducts hearings, regarding complaints, petitions, or alleged 
violation; and issues determinations.

Distinguishing Characteristics:
This class is distinguished from other hearing officer related classes which review decisions or 
actions taken by other employees within the same organization, relating to a particular program 
or service. This class is characterized by the variety of appeals and has responsibility for 
reviewing and rendering decisions on actions taken by personnel in all State agencies and/or 
outside State government, but within their jurisdiction.

Examples of Duties:
Presides over appeal hearings and maintains record of the hearings; administers oaths; 
receives and marks documentary evidence; maintains order; issues subpoenas; rules on 
admissibility of evidence; examines witnesses; determines use of past hearing briefs or 
arguments; determines closing of the record.

Schedules hearings; determines scope of the hearing; arranges pre-hearing conference, if 
necessary; may mediate between parties to attempt resolution of issues.

I o f  3 2 /7 /200 0  11:07 A M
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Investigates alleged violations and claims regarding state statutes and/or regulations; reviews 
points on appeal; contacts affected parties; evaluates record and makes recommendations 
whether to accept the filing for hearing or to reject the filing for lack of merit or procedural 
deficiencies.

Drafts letter to affected parties setting out the reasons for the action to be taken.

Receives and evaluates all sworn testimony and documentary evidence and prepares a written 
decision based on the facts as they relate to statutes and regulations governing the areas in 
dispute.

Determines applications of laws and regulations; makes administrative decisions such as 
evidentiary rulings, and preliminary motions.

Recommends changes in policies and practices to minimize future financial or legal jeopardy to 
State.

Prepares the "record on appeal" if the Hearing Officer's decision is appealed to the courts. 

Performs related work as assigned.

Knowledge, Skills and Abilities:
Thorough knowledge of statutes and regulations pertaining to various State appeal processes 
and procedures.

Thorough knowledge of the rules of evidence, legal terminology, administrative or quasi-judicial 
hearing procedures.

Ability to evaluate, interpret and apply complex laws, rules and regulations.

Ability to interview individuals to obtain factual information, analyze evidence, and draw logical 
conclusions.

Ability to conduct quasi-judicial hearings.

Ability to communicate effectively, both orally and in writing, in a clear and concise manner.

Minimum Qualifications:
One year of experience presiding over adversarial hearings and writing decisions which are 
directly appealable to superior court or to a court of competent jurisdiction.
OR
Five years of experience in a professional adversarial role involving complex legal or contractual 
matters and authoring hearing memoranda or briefs. Experience must include extensive 
advocacy before a neutral third party.
OR
Graduation from an accredited law school and one year of professional experience in 
administrative or regulatory law.

2 /7 /2 0 0 0  11:07 A M
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h U p ://lca k .s la te .;ik .u s /\va /po s ilion .ns f/...db lc l37 2d4 n89 2564 f900 75d d26 '? O pc»D o cum c» t

Required Job Qualifications:

The specia l n o te  is to  be u se d  to  explain any  addition^ J inform ation an  ap p lican t m ight 
need  in o rder to u n d e rs tan d  or an sw e r q u es tio n s  a b o u t the  m inim um  q ualifications. 
Special Note:

Minimum Q ualification Q u estio n s:
Do you have one year of experience presiding over adversarial hearings and writing decisions 
which are directly appealable to superior court or to a court of competent jurisdiction?

Or S ubstitu tion :
Do you have five years of experience in a professional adversarial role involving complex legal 
or contractual matters and authoring hearing memoranda or briefs, including extensive advocacy 
before a neutral third party?

Or S ubstitu tion :
Did you graduate from an accredited law school?
AND
Do you have one year of professional experience in administrative or regulatory law?

3 oC 3 2 /7 /200 0  11:07 A M
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State of Alaska 
Class Specifications

C reated  By: Adrienne Snow on 10/21/97 at 10:57 AM 
C ategory: Professional 
C lass Title: Hearing Examiner 
C lass C ode: P2380
C lass R ange: 24

Original Date: Original C om m ents:
10/16/74 ORIGINAL

S u b se q u e n t R evision D ates/C om m ents:

F in a liz e d  o n

A p p ro v e d  by

Last U pdate: L ast U pdate C om m ents:
09/16/77 Revised Def. and MQs.

Definition:
Under general direction, conducts hearings and prepares proposed decisions on formal 
proceedings related to the substantive rights and obligations of persons, including corporations, 
subject to the provisions of the laws administered by the agency.

Distinguishing Characteristics:

Examples of Duties:
Presides over formal hearings and processes complex ex parte matters on complaints or 
applications filed with the agency or investigations instituted for the agency.

Instructs parties as to their rights.

Issues subpoenas, administers oaths, examines witnesses and receives documentary evidence.

Hears arguments, directs or permits the filing of briefs and makes ruling prior to submission of 
assigned matters.

Consults with agency staff members on technical subjects.

Analyzes pleadings in preparation for hearings and determines the need for, and holds

I o f  2 2 /7 /200 0  l i  :06  A M



Iu ip ://tcn k .s ln le .a k .u s /w :i/p o s itio n .n s f/...4 ca f7 4 f2 9 d 5 8 9 2 5 6 5 3 7 0 0 6 8 2 l0 c /O p e n  D ocum ent

pre-hearing conferences; analyzes and evaluates facts and pertinent laws, and exercises 
independent judgment in preparation and issuance of reports and findings.

Prepares and recommends drafts of opinions, decisions, orders and recommendations for 
consideration by the agency.

Advises agency officials on needed changes in hearing procedures and rules.

Performs other related duties.

Knowledge, Skills and Abilities:
Dependent on the agency to which assigned:

Knowledge of laws governing the agency and law administered by it, and the judicial 
interpretation of such laws; rules and regulations of the agency; the conduct of formal hearings 
and proceedings; rules of evidence and procedure before the hearing body; administrative and 
constitutional law applicable to the agency; basic principles of organization, structure and 
classification; valuation of industry operating properties, and rate fixing procedures.

Ability to conduct proceedings or formal administrative hearings involving controversial issues; 
do the research on problems which arise in connection with hearings; analyze a variety of 
controversial problems in the light of applicable principles and precedents and exercise 
independent judgment in arriving at findings of fact and conclusions of law; make accurate 
summaries of evidence and prepare examiners' reports, opinions, and findings; present written 
statements of fact, law, and argument clearly and logically; conduct ,:air and impartial hearings; 
analyze situations accurately and effectively.

Minimum Qualifications:
Graduation from a law school approved by the American Bar Association.
AND
Two years of legal or quasi-judicial experience.

Required Job Qualifications:

The sp ec ia l n o te  is to be u se d  to explain  any additional inform ation an  app lican t m ight 
need  in o rder to  u n d e rs ta n d  or an sw e r q u e s tio n s  ab o u t the m inim um  qualifications. 
Special Note:

Minimum Q ualification Q u estio ns:
Have you graduated from a law school approved by the American Bar Association? 
AND
Do you have two years of legal or quasi-judicial experience?

2 /7 /200 0  1 1:06 A M



*  S e c .  2 5 .  R E P O R T  C O N C E R N I N G  R E S T R U C T U R I N G  O F  T H E  A L A S K A  O I L  A N D  G A S  
C O N S E R V A T I O N  C O M M I S S I O N  A N D  T H E  R E G U L A T O R Y  C O M M I S S I O N  O F  A L A S K A .  
T h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  a  r e p o r t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  
t h e  R e g u l a t o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  O i l  a n d  G a s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  
r e p o r t  m u s t  a d d r e s s  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  m e r g e  t h e  R e g u l a t o r y  
C o m m i s s i o n  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  O i l  a n d  G a s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  i n t o  a  s i n g l e  
c o m m i s s i o n  a n d  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  t o  r e s t r u c t u r e  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  t w o  
c o m m i s s i o n s .  T h e  r e p o r t  s h a l l  b e  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b y  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  
t h e  s e c o n d  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  T w e n t y - F i r s t  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

*  S e c .  2 6 .  M A N A G E M E N T  I N F O R M A T I O N  S Y S T E M .  T h e  R e g u l a t o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  A l a s k a  
s h a l l  d e v e l o p  i t s  m a n a g e m e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m  a n d  m a k e  t h e  s y s t e m  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p u b l i c  t h r o u g h  t h e  I n t e r n e t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t r a c k i n g ,  s c h e d u l i n g ,  a n d  m a n a g i n g  a l l  d o c k e t s  
w i t h i n  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .

S *  S e c .  2 7 .  L O C A T I O N  O F  T H E  A L A S K A  O I L  A N D  G A S  C O N S E R V A T I O N  C O M M I S S I O N ,  ( a )
' O Q j j p . p r i n C i p a l  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  O i l  a n d  G a s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  m o v e  t o  t h e  s a m e  

l o c a t i o n  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  R e g u l a t o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  A l a s k a  a s  s o o n  a s  f e a s i b l e ,  b u t  i n  
a n y  c a s e ,  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  J u l y  1 , 2 0 0 0 .

( b )  A s  s o o n  a s  t h e  A l a s k a  O i l  a n d  G a s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  m o v e s  t o  t h e  s a m e  l o c a t i o n  a s  
t h e  R e g u l a t o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  A l a s k a ,  t h e  t w o  c o m m i s s i o n s  s h a l l  s h a r e  r e c o r d  k e e p i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  
a n d  c l e r i c a l  s t a f f .

*  S e c .  2 8 .  T E R M S  A N D  I N I T I A L  A P P O I N T M E N T S ,  ( a )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  A S  4 2 . 0 5 . 0 3 0 ,  t h e  
t e r m s  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  e x p i r e  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  b u s i n e s s  o n  
J u n e  3 0 , 1 9 9 9 .
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State of Alaska 
Class Specifications

C reated  By: Rachel Wilson on 08/20/97 at 01:27 PM 
C ategory: Professional 
C lass Title: Hearing Officer 
C lass  C ode: P1925

C lass R ange: 21

Original Date: Original C om m ents:
11/16/85 ORIGINAL

S u b se q u e n t R evision D ates/C om m ents:

F in a liz e d  o n

A p p ro v e d  by

Last U pdate: L ast U pdate C om m ents:
08/16/90 Title change and

broadened class concept 
(KKG).

Definition:
Under administrative direction, independently performs investigations of alleged violations of 
State statutes and/or regulations; conducts hearings, regarding complaints, petitions, or alleged 
violation; and issues determinations.

Distinguishing Characteristics:
This class is distinguished from other hearing officer related classes which review decisions or 
actions taken by other employees within the same organization, relating to a particular program 
or service. This class is characterized by the variety of appeals and has responsibility for 
reviewing and rendering decisions on actions taken by personnel in all State agencies and/or 
outside State government, but within their jurisdiction.

Examples of Duties:
Presides over appeal hearings and maintains record of the hearings; administers oaths; 
receives and marks documentary evidence; maintains order; issues subpoenas; rules on 
admissibility of evidence; examines witnesses; determines use of past hearing briefs or 
arguments; determines closing of the record.

Schedules hearings; determines scope of the hearing; arranges pre-hearing conference, if 
necessary; may mediate between parties to attempt resolution of issues.

->nnnnr\  11 n * 7  * .
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Investigates alleged violations and claims regarding state statutes and/or regulations; reviews 
points on appeal; contacts affected parties; evaluates record and makes recommendations 
whether to accept the filing for hearing or to reject the filing for lack of merit or procedural 
deficiencies.

Drafts letter to affected parties setting out the reasons for the action to be taken.

Receives and evaluates all sworn testimony and documentary evidence and prepares a written 
decision based on the facts as they relate to statutes and regulations governing the areas in 
dispute.

Determines applications of laws and regulations; makes administrative decisions such as 
evidentiary rulings, and preliminary motions.

Recommends changes in policies and practices to minimize future financial or legal jeopardy to 
State.

Prepares the "record on appeal" if the Hearing Officer's decision is appealed to the courts. 

Performs related work as assigned.

Knowledge, Skills and Abilities:
Thorough knowledge of statutes and regulations pertaining to various State appeal processes 
and procedures.

Thorough knowledge of the rules of evidence, legal terminology, administrative or quasi-judicial 
hearing procedures.

Ability to evaluate, interpret and apply complex laws, rules and regulations.

Ability to interview individuals to obtain factual information, analyze evidence, and draw logical 
conclusions.

Ability to conduct quasi-judicial hearings.

Ability to communicate effectively, both orally and in writing, in a clear and concise manner.

Minimum Qualifications:
One year of experience presiding over adversarial hearings and writing decisions which are 
directly appealable to superior court or to a court of competent jurisdiction.
OR
Five years of experience in a professional adversarial role involving complex legal or contractual 
matters and authoring hearing memoranda or briefs. Experience must include extensive 
advocacy before a neutral third party.
OR
Graduation from an accredited law school and one year of professional experience in 
administrative or regulatory law.

"»»,» n n n n  « » •
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Required Job Qualifications:

The sp ec ia l n o te  is to  be u se d  to explain any  additional inform ation  an  ap p lican t m ight 
need  in o rd e r to  u n d e rs ta n d  or an sw er q u e s tio n s  ab o u t th e  m inim um  q ualifications. 
S pecial Note:

Minimum Q ualification  Q u estio ns:
Do you have one year of experience presiding over adversarial hearings and writing decisions 
which are directly appealable to superior court or to a court of competent jurisdiction?

Or S u bstitu tio n :
Do you have five years of experience in a professional adversarial role involving complex legal 
or contractual matters and authoring hearing memoranda or briefs, including extensive advocacy 
before a neutral third party?

Or S u bstitu tio n :
Did you graduate from an accredited law school?
AND
Do you have one year of professional experience in administrative or regulatory law?



State of Alaska 
Class Specifications

C reated  By: Adrienne Snow on 10/21/97 at 10:57 AM 
C ategory: Professional 
C lass  Title: Hearing Examiner 
C lass  C ode: P2380
C lass  R ange: 24

Original Date: Original C om m ents:
10/16/74 ORIGINAL

S u b se q u e n t R evision D ates/C om m ents:
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F in a liz e d  o n

A p p ro v e d  by

L ast U pdate: L ast U pdate C om m ents:
09/16/77 Revised Def. and MQs.

Definition:
Under general direction, conducts hearings and prepares proposed decisions on formal 
proceedings related to the substantive rights and obligations of persons, including corporations, 
subject to the provisions of the laws administered by the agency.

Distinguishing Characteristics:

Examples of Duties:
Presides over formal hearings and processes complex ex parte matters on complaints or 
applications filed with the agency or investigations instituted for the agency.

Instructs parties as to their rights.

Issues subpoenas, administers oaths, examines witnesses and receives documentary evidence.

Hears arguments, directs or permits the filing of briefs and makes ruling prior to submission of 
assigned matters.

Consults with agency staff members on technical subjects.

Analyzes pleadings in preparation for hearings and determines the need for, and holds

m n o n o  1 , , W. A »
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pre-hearing conferences; analyzes and evaluates facts and pertinent laws, and exercises 
independent judgment in preparation and issuance of reports and findings.

Prepares and recommends drafts of opinions, decisions, orders and recommendations for 
consideration by the agency.

Advises agency officials on needed changes in hearing procedures and rules.

Performs other related duties.

Knowledge, Skills and Abilities:
Dependent on the agency to which assigned:

Knowledge of laws governing the agency and law administered by it, and the judicial 
interpretation of such laws; rules and regulations of the agency; the conduct of formal hearings 
and proceedings; rules of evidence and procedure before the hearing body; administrative and 
constitutional law applicable to the agency; basic principles of organization, structure and 
classification; valuation of industry operating properties, and rate fixing procedures.

Ability to conduct proceedings or formal administrative hearings involving controversial issues; 
do the research on problems which arise in connection with hearings; analyze a variety of 
controversial problems in the light of applicable principles and precedents and exercise 
independent judgment in arriving at findings of fact and conclusions of law; make accurate 
summaries of evidence and prepare examiners' reports, opinions, and findings; present written 
statements of fact, law, and argument clearly and logically; conduct fair and impartial hearings; 
analyze situations accurately and effectively.

Minimum Qualifications:
Graduation from a law school approved by the American Bar Association.
AND
Two years of legal or quasi-judicial experience.

Required Job Qualifications:

The sp ec ia l no te  is to be u sed  to explain  any  additional inform ation an  ap p lican t m ight 
need  in o rder to  u n d e rs ta n d  o r an sw e r q u e s tio n s  a b o u t th e  m inim um  qualifica tions. 
S pecial Note:

Minimum Q ualification Q u estio n s:
Have you graduated from a law school approved by the American Bar Association? 
AND
Do you have two years of legal or quasi-judicial experience?

n n n n n  1 i r\f * *



*  S e c .  2 5 .  R E P O R T  C O N C E R N I N G  R E S T R U C T U R I N G  O F  T H E  A L A S K A  O I L  A N D  G A S  
C O N S E R V A T I O N  C O M M I S S I O N  A N D  T H E  R E G U L A T O R Y  C O M M I S S I O N  O F  A L A S K A .  
T h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  a  r e p o r t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  
t h e  R e g u l a t o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  O i l  a n d  G a s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  
r e p o r t  m u s t  a d d r e s s  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  m e r g e  t h e  R e g u l a t o r y  
C o m m i s s i o n  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  O i l  a n d  G a s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  i n t o  a  s i n g l e  
c o m m i s s i o n  a n d  w h e t h e r  i f  i s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  t o  r e s t r u c t u r e  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  t w o  
c o m m i s s i o n s .  T h e  r e p o r t  s h a l l  b e  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b y  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  
t h e  s e c o n d  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  T w e n t y - F i r s t  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

*  S e c .  2 6 .  M A N A G E M E N T  I N F O R M A T I O N  S Y S T E M .  T h e  R e g u l a t o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  A l a s k a  
s h a l l  d e v e l o p  i t s  m a n a g e m e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m  a n d  m a k e  t h e  s y s t e m  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p u b l i c  t h r o u g h  t h e  I n t e r n e t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t r a c k i n g ,  s c h e d u l i n g ,  a n d  m a n a g i n g  a l l  d o c k e t s  
w i t h i n  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .

*  S e c .  2 7 .  L O C A T I O N  O F  T H E  A L A S K A  O I L  A N D  G A S  C O N S E R V A T I O N  C O M M I S S I O N ,  ( a )  
T h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  O i l  a n d  G a s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  m o v e  t o  t h e  s a m e  
l o c a t i o n  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  R e g u l a t o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  A l a s k a  a s  s o o n  a s  f e a s i b l e ,  b u t  i n  
a n y  c a s e ,  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  J u l y  1 , 2 0 0 0 .

( b )  A s  s o o n  a s  t h e  A l a s k a  O i l  a n d  G a s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  m o v e s  t o  t h e  s a m e  l o c a t i o n  a s  
t h e  R e g u l a t o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  A l a s k a ,  t h e  t w o  c o m m i s s i o n s  s h a l l  s h a r e  r e c o r d  k e e p i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  
a n d  c l e r i c a l  s t a f f .

*  S e c .  2 8 .  T E R M S  A N D  I N I T I A L  A P P O I N T M E N T S ,  ( a )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  A S  4 2 . 0 5 . 0 3 0 ,  t h e  
t e r m s  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  e x p i r e  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  b u s i n e s s  o n  
J u n e  3 0 , 1 9 9 9 .
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C S  F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  2 3 5 (  )

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T W E N T Y - F I R S T  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): SENATORS LEMAN, Wilken, Taylor

A  B I L L

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T I T L E D

" A n  A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  l a n d  b e t w e e n  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d

C o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  E k l u t n a ,  I n c . ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  A r m y  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e

A i r  F o r c e ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  C h u g a c h  A l a s k a

C o r p o r a t i o n ,  a n d  b e t w e e n  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y

o f  A n c h o r a g e ;  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  l a n d  b e t w e e n  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  m i l e p o s t s

1 3 3  a n d  1 3 4  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  t o  c e r t a i n  n a m e d  i n d i v i d u a l s ;

r e l a t i n g  t o  t r a n s f e r s  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d  o r  g r a n t s  o r  c o n v e y a n c e s  o f  i n t e r e s t  I n  p u b l i c

l a n d  a m o n g  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o r  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  t o  r e l o c a t e  o r

w i d e n  t h e  S e w a r d  H i g h w a y ,  t o  r e l o c a t e  r a i l r o a d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  t o  r e l o c a t e  a d j a c e n t

u t i l i t y  f a c i l i t i e s  f r o m  P o t t e r  S t a t i o n  t o  G i r d w o o d ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e

-1- CSSB 235( )
N e w  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]
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d a t e . "

WORK DRAFT 1-LS1282\S

A r t i c l e  1 .  L a n d  E x c h a n g e s  B e t w e e n  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  

C o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  E k l u t n a ,  I n c . ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A r m y  a n d  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A i r  F o r c e ,  C h u g a c h  A l a s k a  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  a n d  

M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e ;  T r a n s f e r  o f  L a n d  t o  C e r t a i n  I n d i v i d u a l s .

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  T h e  u n c o d i f i e d  l a w  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  

s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

A P P R O V A L  O F  T H E  T R A N S F E R  O F  R E A L  P R O P E R T Y  T O  E K L U T N A ,  I N C .  ( a )  

T h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  c o n v e y  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n ’ s  e n t i r e  i n t e r e s t  i n  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 8 4  a c r e s  o f  r a i l  l a n d  w i t h i n  T r a c t  3 9  o f  D e p e n d e n t  R e s u r v e y  o f  R e c t a n g u l a r  

S u r v e y  o f  T o w n s h i p  1 5  N o r t h ,  R a n g e  2  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n ,  o f f i c i a l l y  f i l e d  N o v e m b e r  1 0 ,  

1 9 9 2 ,  t o  E k l u t n a ,  I n c . ,  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  t o  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  b y  E k l u t n a ,  I n c . ,  o f  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 5  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r  a t  r a i l r o a d  m i l e p o s t s  

1 2 9 ,  1 3 0 ,  1 3 3 ,  1 4 0 ,  1 4 2 ,  1 4 6 ,  a n d  1 5 1  a n d  s u f f i c i e n t  a d d i t i o n a l  a c r e a g e  e a s t  o f  B i r c h w o o d  

A i r p o r t  a n d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  b e t w e e n  m i l e s  1 3 4 . 5  a n d  1 3 6 . 3  t o  e q u a l i z e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  

l a n d s  e x c h a n g e d .

( b )  T h e  c o n v e y a n c e s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a r e  m a d e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  r e a l i g n m e n t  

o f  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k  t o  i m p r o v e  o p e r a t i n g  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  e n h a n c e  s a f e t y .

( c )  T h e  l a n d  c o n v e y e d  b y  E k l u t n a ,  I n c .  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  

h e l d  a n d  m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  4 2 . 4 0 .

( d )  T h i s  s e c t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o v a l  u n d e r  A S  4 2 . 4 0 . 2 8 5 ( 1 )  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  

R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  t o  c o n v e y  i t s  e n t i r e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l a n d  d e s c r i b e d  i n  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

*  S e c .  2 .  T h e  u n c o d i f i e d  l a w  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  

t o  r e a d :

A P P R O V A L  O F  T H E  T R A N S F E R  O F  R E A L  P R O P E R T Y  T O  T H E  U N I T E D  

S T A T E S  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  A R M Y  A N D  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  D E P A R T M E N T  

O F  T H E  A I R  F O R C E ,  ( a )  T h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  c o n v e y  t h e  

c o r p o r a t i o n ’ s  e n t i r e  i n t e r e s t  i n  p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 2 9  a c r e s  o f  r a i l r o a d  u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r  b e t w e e n  

r a i l r o a d  m i l e p o s t s  1 1 8  a n d  1 2 7 . 5 ,  w i t h i n  T o w n s h i p  1 3  N o r t h ,  R a n g e  3  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n ,

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

CSSB 235( ) - 2 -
N e w  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]
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T o w n s h i p  1 4  N o r t h ,  R a n g e  3  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n ,  a n d  T o w n s h i p  1 4  N o r t h ,  R a n g e  2  W e s t ,  

S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  A r m y  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 2 7  a c r e s  o f  

l a n d  i n  t h e  s a m e  v i c i n i t y  t o  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

( b )  T h e  c o n v e y a n c e s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a r e  m a d e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  r e a l i g n m e n t  

o f  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k  t o  i m p r o v e  o p e r a t i n g  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  e n h a n c e  s a f e t y .

( c )  T h e  l a n d  c o n v e y e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  

b e  h e l d  a n d  m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  4 2 . 4 0 .

( d )  T h i s  s e c t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o v a l  u n d e r  A S  4 2 . 4 0 . 2 8 5 ( 1 )  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  

R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  t o  c o n v e y  i t s  e n t i r e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l a n d  d e s c r i b e d  i n  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

*  S e c .  3 .  T h e  u n c o d i f i e d  l a w  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  

t o  r e a d :

i A P P R O V A L  O F  T H E  T R A N S F E R  O F  R E A L  P R O P E R T Y  T O  C H U G A C H  A L A S K A  

C O R P O R A T I O N ,  ( a )  C o n t i n g e n t  u p o n  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  

b y  t h e  C h u g a c h  A l a s k a  C o r p o r a t i o n  o f  a n  e q u i v a l e n t  i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  o n t o  w h i c h  t h e  

r a i l r o a d  u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r  m a y  b e  r e l o c a t e d ,  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  

c o n v e y  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n ’ s  e n t i r e  i n t e r e s t  i n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 . 4  a c r e s  o f  r a i l r o a d  u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r  

b e t w e e n  r a i l r o a d  m i l e p o s t s  1 4  a n d  1 5 ,  w i t h i n  T o w n s h i p  2  N o r t h ,  R a n g e  1 E a s t ,  S e c t i o n s  6  a n d  

7 ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n ,  t o  t h e  C h u g a c h  A l a s k a  C o r p o r a t i o n .

( b )  T h e  c o n v e y a n c e s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a r e  m a d e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  r e a l i g n m e n t  

o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t o  a l l o w  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  S e w a r d  H i g h w a y  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  t o  i m p r o v e  h i g h w a y  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  e n h a n c e  s a f e t y .

( c )  L a n d  c o n v e y e d  b y  t h e  C h u g a c h  A l a s k a  C o r p o r a t i o n  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  

C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  h e l d  a n d  m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

A S  4 2 . 4 0 .

( d )  T h i s  s e c t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o v a l  u n d e r  A S  4 2 . 4 0 . 2 8 5 ( 1 )  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  

R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  t o  c o n v e y  i t s  e n t i r e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l a n d  d e s c r i b e d  i n  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

*  S e c .  4 .  T h e  u n c o d i f i e d  l a w  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  

t o  r e a d :

A P P R O V A L  O F  T H E  T R A N S F E R  O F  C E R T A I N  R E A L  P R O P E R T Y  W I T H I N  T H E  

M U N I C I P A L I T Y  O F  A N C H O R A G E ,  ( a )  C o n t i n g e n t  u p o n  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e
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o f  a f f e c t e d  m u n i c i p a l  p a r k  l a n d  b y  t h e  v o t e r s  o f  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  t h e  A l a s k a  

R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  c o n v e y  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n ’ s  e n t i r e  i n t e r e s t  i n  

I ( 1 )  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 . 5  a c r e s  o f  r a i l r o a d  u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r  b e t w e e n  r a i l r o a d

m i l e p o s t s  1 3 3  a n d  1 3 4 ,  w i t h i n  T o w n s h i p  1 5  N o r t h ,  R a n g e  2  W e s t ,  S e c t i o n s  1 3  a n d  2 4 ,  S e w a r d  

M e r i d i a n ,  t o  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

1 3 . 6  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  s a m e  v i c i n i t y  t o  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  b y  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e ;

( 2 )  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 . 1  a c r e s  o f  r a i l r o a d  u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r  b e t w e e n  r a i l r o a d  

m i l e p o s t s  1 3 3  a n d  1 3 4 ,  w i t h i n  T o w n s h i p  1 5  N o r t h ,  R a n g e  2  W e s t ,  S e c t i o n s  1 3  a n d  2 4 ,  S e w a r d  

M e r i d i a n ,  t o  R i c h a r d  a n d  C a r o l  D r e b e r t ,  H a r r y  a n d  S i m o n e  T h o m s o n ,  a n d  R i c h a r d  M o o r e  o r  

t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  s u c c e s s o r s ,  o r  a s s i g n s ;  e a c h  t o  r e c e i v e  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  

r a i l r o a d  u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r  i m m e d i a t e l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d .

( b )  T h e  c o n v e y a n c e s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a r e  m a d e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  r e a l i g n m e n t  

o f  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k  t o  i m p r o v e  o p e r a t i n g  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  e n h a n c e  s a f e t y .

( c )  T h e  l a n d  c o n v e y e d  b y  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  

C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  h e l d  a n d  m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  4 2 . 4 0 .

( d )  T h i s  s e c t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o v a l  u n d e r  A S  4 2 . 4 0 . 2 8 5 ( 1 )  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  

R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  t o  c o n v e y  i t s  e n t i r e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l a n d  d e s c r i b e d  i n  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

A r t i c l e  2 .  P o t t e r  S t a t i o n  t o  G i r d w o o d .

*  S e c .  5 .  T h e  u n c o d i f i e d  l a w  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  

t o  r e a d :

F I N D I N G S  A N D  P O L I C Y  R E G A R D I N G  C H U G A C H  S T A T E  P A R K ,  ( a )  T h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  t h a t

( 1 )  t h e  S e w a r d  H i g h w a y  w i t h i n  t h e  C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k  f r o m  P o t t e r  S t a t i o n  t o  

G i r d w o o d  i s  t h e  s o l e  h i g h w a y  l i n k  b e t w e e n  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h i s  s t a t e ,  a n  

i n t e r s t a t e  h i g h w a y  o n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m ,  a n d  a  n a t i o n a l  s c e n i c  b y w a y ;

( 2 )  t h e  S e w a r d  H i g h w a y  w i t h i n  t h e  C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k  i s  a f f e c t e d  b y  

a v a l a n c h e s  a n d  o t h e r  p o t e n t i a l  o p e r a t i o n a l  p r o b l e m s ;

( 3 )  r e l o c a t i o n  o r  w i d e n i n g  o f  t h e  S e w a r d  H i g h w a y  t o  a v o i d  s o m e  o f  t h e  

o p e r a t i o n a l  p r o b l e m s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  s o m e  a d j a c e n t  r a i l r o a d  a n d  u t i l i t y  f a c i l i t i e s ;  a n d

( 4 )  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  r a i l r o a d  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k  w i l l  a l l o w  

s o m e  a r e a s  o . f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k  t o  b e  s t r a i g h t e n e d .
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( b )  I t  i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  r e l o c a t i o n  o r  w i d e n i n g  o f  t h e  S e w a r d  H i g h w a y  o r  

r e l o c a t i o n  o f  r a i l r o a d  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  m a y  b e  

a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h o u t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  p u r p o s e s  f o r  w h i c h  C h u g a c h  S t a t e  

P a r k  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d .

*  S e c .  6 .  T h e  u n c o d i f i e d  l a w  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  

t o  r e a d :

C H U G A C H  S T A T E  P A R K  L A N D  T R A N S F E R S  A N D  C O N V E Y A N C E S ,  ( a )  

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 1 2 0  -  4 1 . 2 1 . 1 2 5 ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  m a y ,  f o r  

t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  r e l o c a t i o n  o r  w i d e n i n g  o f  a l l  o r  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  S e w a r d  H i g h w a y  o r  r e l o c a t i o n  

o f  r a i l r o a d  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k ,  a n d  u p o n  a  f i n d i n g  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

t h a t  a n y  g r a n t  o r  c o n v e y a n c e  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e  w o u l d  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  t h e  

p u r p o s e s  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,

( 1 )  g r a n t  a  h i g h w a y  e a s e m e n t  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c

F a c i l i t i e s ;

( 2 )  c o n v e y  a  p r o p e r t y  i n t e r e s t  i n  l a n d  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  t o  

a l l o w  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d ;

( 3 )  g r a n t  u t i l i t y  e a s e m e n t s ;  a n d

( 4 )  r e c e i v e  l a n d  o r  i n t e r e s t s  i n  l a n d  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  l a n d  o r  i n t e r e s t s  i n  l a n d  

g r a n t e d  o r  c o n v e y e d  u n d e r  ( 1 ) ,  ( 2 ) ,  o r  ( 3 )  o f  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n .

( b )  A  g r a n t  o r  c o n v e y a n c e  m a d e  u n d e r  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  m a y  n o t  e x c e e d  t h e  i n t e r e s t  

n e e d e d  t o  r e l o c a t e  o r  w i d e n  t h e  S e w a r d  H i g h w a y  o r  r e l o c a t e  r a i l r o a d  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  

C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k  a n d  t o  c o n s t r u c t ,  r e p a i r ,  a n d  m a i n t a i n  t h e  r e l o c a t e d  o r  w i d e n e d  h i g h w a y  

a n d  t h e  r e l o c a t e d  r a i l r o a d  o r  u t i l i t y .

( c )  A  p r o p e r t y  i n t e r e s t  c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  u n d e r  ( a ) ( 2 )  o f  

t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  h e l d  a n d  m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  4 2 . 4 0 .

( d )  L a n d  o r  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  l a n d  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  u n d e r  ( a ) ( 4 )  o f  t h i s  

s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  p a r t  o f  C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k .

*  S e c .  7 .  T h e  u n c o d i f i e d  l a w  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  

t o  r e a d :

A L A S K A  R A I L R O A D  L A N D  T R A N S F E R S  A N D  C O N V E Y A N C E S .  

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  A S  4 2 . 4 0 . 2 8 5 ,  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  m a y ,  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e
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r e l o c a t i o n  o r  w i d e n i n g  o f  t h e  S e w a r d  H i g h w a y  o r  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  f a c i l i t i e s  

w i t h i n  t h e  C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k ,  a n d  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  a d j a c e n t  u t i l i t y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  t r a n s f e r  l a n d  o r  

c o n v e y  i n t e r e s t s  i n  l a n d  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  l a n d  o r  i n t e r e s t s  i n  l a n d  c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n .

*  S e c .  8 .  T h e  u n c o d i f i e d  l a w  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  

t o  r e a d :

I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  O F  S T A T E  P A R K  L A N D  O R  I N T E R E S T S  I N  L A N D  B E I N G  

T R A N S F E R R E D  O R  C O N V E Y E D  U N D E R  S E C T I O N S  5  -  7  O F  T H I S  A C T .  B y  t h e  f i r s t  

d a y  o f  t h e  F i r s t  R e g u l a r  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  T w e n t y - S e c o n d  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  o r  a s  s o o n  

a s  p o s s i b l e  a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l

( 1 )  i d e n t i f y  a n y  l a n d  b e i n g  t r a n s f e r r e d  u n d e r  s e c s .  5  -  7  o f  t h i s  A c t  t h a t  

r e q u i r e s  a m e n d m e n t  t o  s t a t u t e s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k ;  a n d

( 2 )  s u b m i t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n y  l e g i s l a t i o n  n e e d e d  t o  m a k e  t h o s e  s t a t u t o r y

a m e n d m e n t s .

*  S e c .  9 .  T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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S e n a to r  L o re n  L e m a n

D I F F E R E N C E S  B E T W E E N  C S  S B 2 3 5  ( T R A )  ( 1 - L S N 1 2 8 2 \ N )  A N D  C S  S B 2 3 5  (  )
( 1 - L S N 1 2 8 2 V S )

N o t e :  P a g e  a n d  l i n e  n u m b e r s  r e f e r  l o  C S  S B 2 3 5  (  )  ( 1 - L S N 1 2 8 2 \ S )

•  P a g e  1 ,  l i n e  8  

N e w  l a n g u a g e  a d d e d :

r e l a t i n g  t o  t r a n s f e r s  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d  o r  g r a n t s  o r  c o n v e y a n c e s  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  p u b l i c  
l a n d  a m o n g  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  t o  r e l o c a t e  o r  w i d e n  
t h e  S e w a r d  H i g h w  a y ,  t o  r e l o c a t e  r a i l r o a d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  t o  r e l o c a t e  a d j a c e n t  u t i l i t y  
f a c i l i t i e s  f r o m  P o t t e r  S t a t i o n  t o  G i r d w o o d ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .

E x p l a n a t i o n :  t h i s  a d d e d  l a n g u a g e  a l l o w s  f o r  t h e  e x c h a n g e s  o f  p r o p e r l y  i n t e r e s t s  b e t w e e n  
t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s ,  
a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  r e l o c a t i n g  o r  w i d e n i n g  t h e  
S e w a r d  H i g h w a y  f r o m  P o t t e r  S t a t i o n  t o  G i r d w o o d .

•  A d d s  S e c t i o n  5 ,  p a g e  4 ,  l i n e  1 9

E x p l a n a t i o n :  s e c t i o n  5  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  S e w a r d  H i g h w a y  a s  t h e  s o l e  
h i g h w a y  l i n k  b e t w e e n  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s t a l e .  C e r t a i n  p o r t i o n s  o f  
t h e  h i g h w a y  w i t h i n  t h e  C h u g a c h  S l a t e  P a r k  a r e  a f f e c t e d  b y  a v a l a n c h e s  a n d  o t h e r  p o t e n t i a l  
o p e r a t i o n a l  p r o b l e m s ,  t h u s  m a k i n g  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e l o c a t e  a n d  w i d e n  t h e  S e w a r d  
H i g h w a y .  C e r t a i n  p o r t i o n s  o f  a d j a c e n t  r a i l r o a d  a n d  u t i l i t y  f a c i l i t i e s  m u s t  a l s o  b e  
r e l o c a t e d  m a k i n g  s t r a i g h t e n e d  t r a c k  a l s o  p o s s i b l e .

•  A d d s  S e c t i o n  6 ,  p a g e  5 ,  l i n e  5

E x p l a n a t i o n :  t h i s  s e c t i o n  g i v e s  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o v a l  l o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  t o  m o d i f y  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  r e l o c a t i n g  o r  w i d e n i n g  o f  t h e  S e w a r d  H i g h w a y .  T h e  g r a n t s  a n d  
c o n v e y a n c e s  m a y  n o t  e x c e e d  t h a t  n e e d e d  f o r  t h e  w i d e n i n g  a n d  r e l o c a t i o n  p r o j e c t  w i t h i n  
t h e  P a r k .  T h e  l a n d  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  w i l l  t h e n  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  p a r t  o f  
C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k .

•  A d d s  S e c t i o n  7 ,  p a g e  5 ,  l i n e  2 S
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E x p l a n a t i o n :  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a l l o w s  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  t o  e x c h a n g e  l a n d  o r  
i n t e r e s t s  i n  l a n d  f o i  l a n d  c o n v e y e d  l o  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  r e l o c a t i n g  o r  
w i d e n i n g  t h e  S e w a r d  H i g h w a y  o r  r e l o c a t i n g  A l a s k a  R a i l i o a d  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  
C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k .

•  A d d s  S e c t i o n  8 ,  p a g e  6 ,  l i n e  4

E x p l a n a t i o n :  t h i s  s e c t i o n  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n o r  i d e n t i f y  a n y  l a n d  b e i n g  t r a n s f e r r e d  
u n d e r  s e c t i o n s  5  -  7  o f  t h i s  A c t  t h a t  n e c e s s i t a t e s  c h a n g e  t o  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k .  I t  a l s o  r e q u i r e s  t h e  g o v e r n o r  t o  s u b m i t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  m a k e  t h o s e  s t a t u t o r y  a m e n d m e n t s .

•  A d d s  S e c t i o n  9 ,  p a g e  6 ,  l i n e  1 4

E x p l a n a t i o n :  t h i s  s e c t i o n  p r o v i d e s  a n  i m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .



During Session. lanuary - May: 
Stale Capitol. Room 11 5 
luneau, Alaska 9 9 8 0 1 
(907 ) *165-2095 
*165-3810  iax

During Interim. |unc - December: 
7 16  VV ‘ Itlr Ave, Suite 5 2 0  

Anchorage, Alaska 9 9 5 0 1  
*(907) 209 -02*10  

2 6 9 -0 2 4 2  usx

S e n a to r  L o re n  L e m a n

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  f o r  C S S B  2 3 5  (  )  ( D r a f t  1 - L S 1 2 8 2 \ S )

C S S B  2 3 5  (  )  a u t h o r i z e s  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  ( A R R C )  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  s e v e r a l  l a n d  e x c h a n g e  a n d  
t r a n s f e r  a g r e e m e n t s  n e e d e d  f o r  a  t r a c k  u p g r a d e  a n d  r e a l i g n m e n t  p r o j e c t  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  W a s i l l a ,  
a n d  a  h i g h w a y  p r o j e c t  n e a r  S e w a r d .  I t  a l s o  g i v e s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
( D N R )  a u t h o r i t y  t o  r e l o c a t e ,  m a n a g e  a n d  m o d i f y  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t  o f  w a y s  f o r  t h e  A R R C  a n d  h i g h w a y  u t i l i t i e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k .

T h e  A R R C  w a n t s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  s a f e t y  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s  b y  u p g r a d i n g  a n d  r e a l i g n i n g  i t s  t r a c k  
t o  r e d u c e  7 0  s h a r p  c u r v e s  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  W a s i l l a .  T o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s ,  A R R C  n e e d s  l e g i s l a t i v e  
a p p r o v a l  u n d e r  A S  4 2 . 4 0 . 2 8 5  t o  c o n v e y  t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n ’ s  i n t e r e s t  i n  s e l e c t e d  l a n d s  t o  c e r t a i n  p r i v a t e  
l a n d o w n e r s ,  a n d  t o  e x c h a n g e  s e v e r a l  p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d  w i t h  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  a n d  A r m y  o n  E l m e n d o r f  a n d  F o r t  
R i c h a r d s o n ;  E k l u t n a ,  I n c . ;  a n d  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l s o  a u t h o r i z e s  a  l a n d  
e x c h a n g e  w i t h  t h e  C h u g a c h  A l a s k a  C o r p o r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s ’ 
h i g h w a y  r e l o c a t i o n  p r o j e c t  n e a r  S e w a r d .

S t r a i g h t e r  t r a c k  i s  i n h e r e n t l y  s a f e r  d u e  t o  r e d u c e d  t r a c k  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  w e a r ,  c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  t r a i n  h a n d l i n g ,  
i n c r e a s e d  s i g h t  d i s t a n c e ,  a n d  r e d u c e d  m a i n t e n a n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  R e a l i g n m e n t  o f  t h e  t r a c k  t o  r e d u c e  
c u r v a t u r e  w i l l  d e c r e a s e  t h e  r u n n i n g  t i m e  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  W a s i l l a  f r o m  9 5  m i n u t e s  t o  l e s s  t h a n  5 5  
m i n u t e s .  T h i s  m a k e s  f u t u r e  r a i l  c o m m u t e r  s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  M a l - S u  m o r e  v i a b l e ,  w h i c h  
c o u l d  l e a d  t o  a  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t r a f f i c  g r o w t h  o n  t h e  h i g h w a y .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  f e w e r  a u t o m o b i l e s  w i l l  r e d u c e  t h e  
i m p a c t  o n  t h e  G l e n n  a n d  P a r k s  H i g h w a y s  a n d  m a y  l e s s e n  s o m e  d e m a n d  f o r  f u t u r e  r o a d  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  
c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s .

T h e  t r a c k  u p g r a d e  a n d  r e a l i g n m e n t  w i l l  a l s o  r e d u c e  t r a i n  g r i d l o c k ,  c r e a t e  m o r e  j o b s  f o r  A l a s k a n s  t h r o u g h  
a d d i t i o n a l  f r e i g h t  a n d  p a s s e n g e r  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  b u i l d  a  b e t t e r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t o  s u p p o r t  f u t u r e  e c o n o m i c  
d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  A l a s k a .  C o m m u n i t i e s  n e i g h b o r i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  w i l l  b e n e f i t  f r o m  u p g r a d e s  t o  
v e h i c l e  c r o s s i n g s  a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  a m e n i t i e s  d e s i g n e d  l o  e n h a n c e  s a f e t y  a n d  a c c e s s  a c r o s s  t h e  
t r a c k s .  S e r v i c e  t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  e n d  o f  t h e  r a i l b e l t  w i l l  b e  i m p r o v e d .

T h e  p r o p o s e d  t r a c k  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  A l a s k a  
V i s i t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l ,  C h u g i a k - E a g l e  R i v e r  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  P a l m e r  
C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  W a s i l l a  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  A n c h o r a g e  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  
M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  C o n v e n t i o n  a n d  V i s i t o r s  B u r e a u ,  A n c h o r a g e  C o n v e n t i o n  a n d  V i s i t o r s  B u r e a u ,  a n d  t h e  
C i t y  o f  W a s i l l a .

C S S B  2 3 5  (  )  a l s o  a l l o w s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  l o  m o d i f y  t h e  
b o u n d a r i e s  o f  C h u g a c h  S t a l e  P a r k  t o  r e l o c a t e  o r  w i d e n  t h e  S e w a r d  H i g h w a y  t o  r e d u c e  a v a l a n c h e  d a n g e r  a n d  
o t h e r  p o t e n t i a l  o p e r a t i o n a l  p r o b l e m s .

S c n a lo r_ L o rc n _ I .c n ia n @ lc g is .s ln lc .a k .us • w w w .a k rc p u b llc a n s .o rg /L c in a n .h im

mailto:Scnalor_Lorcn_I.cnian@lcgis.slnlc.ak.us
http://www.akrcpubllcans.org/Lcinan.him


T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a u t h o r i z e s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  t o  e x c h a n g e  l a n d s  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s ,  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  a n d  u t i l i t i e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  m o d i f y ,  i m p r o v e ,  u p g r a d e  
a n d  e n h a n c e  e a s e m e n t s ,  a s  n e c e s s a r y ,  i n s t e a d  o f  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  a p p r o v a l  f o r  e a c h  s e p a r a t e  
p r o j e c t .

T r a n s f e r s  o f  P a r k  l a n d  w o u l d  b e  c o n t i n g e n t  u p o n  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  t h a t  t h e  e x c h a n g e s  
w o u l d  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  P a r k .  T h e  l a n d  t r a n s f e r  w o u l d  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  a m o u n t  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n .  A l l  n e w  l a n d s  r e c e i v e d  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  f o r m e r  p a r k l a n d  w o u l d  b e c o m e  p a r t  o i  
C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k .  T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  u p g r a d i n g  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  s a f e t y  a l o n g  o n e  o f  
o u r  s t a t e ’ s  m o s t  t r a v e l e d  h i g h w a y s .

P r e p a r e d  b y  W h i t n e y  H i g h l a n d ,  O f f i c e  o f  S e n a t o r  L o r e n  L e m a n  ( 4 6 5 - 3 7 2 3 )  
L a s t  u p d a t e d :  A p r i l  1 0 ,  2 0 0 0
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S e n a to r  L o re n  L e m a n

S p o n so r S ta te m e n t -  C S S B  235 (T R A )

CSSB 235 (TRA) authorizes the Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) to enter into several 
land exchange and transfer agreements needed fo r a track upgrade and realignment project.

The ARRC wants to improve safety and efficiency o f its operations by upgrading and 
realigning its track to reduce 70 sharp curves between Anchorage and Wasilla. To 
accomplish this project, ARRC needs legislative approval under AS 42.40.285 to convey the 
Corporation’s entire interest in selected lands to certain private landowners, and to exchange 
several parcels o f land w ith the A ir  Force and Army on Elmendorf and Fort Richardson; 
Eklutna, Inc.; Chugach Alaska Corporation; and the Municipality o f Anchorage. The land 
exchanges and transfers are necessary for the ARRC’s realignment project and the 
Department o f Transportation and Public Facilities’ highway relocation project near Seward.

Slraighter track is inherently safer due to reduced track and equipment wear, consistency in 
train handling, increased sight distance, and reduced maintenance requirements.
Realignment o f the track to reduce curvature w ill decrease the running time between 
Anchorage and Wasilla from 95 minutes to less than 55 minutes. This makes future rail 
commuter service between Anchorage and Mat-Su more viable, which could lead to a 
reduction in tra ffic growth on the highway. Ultimately, fewer automobiles w ill reduce the 
impact on the Glenn and Parks Highways and may lessen some demand fo r future road 
maintenance and capital improvements.

The track upgrade and realignment w ill also reduce train gridlock, create more jobs for 
Alaskans through additional freight and passenger service, and build a better infrastructure 
to support future economic development in Alaska. Communities neighboring the Alaska 
Railroad w ill benefit from upgrades to vehicle crossings and additional public access 
amenities designed to enhance safety and access across the tracks. Service to the northern 
end o f the railbelt w ill be improved.

The proposed track improvements are supported by the Alaska State Chamber o f Commerce, 
Alaska Visitors Association, Resource Development Council, Chugiak-Eagle River 
Chamber o f Commerce, Palmer Chamber o f Commerce, Wasilla Chamber o f Commerce, 
Anchorage Economic Development Corporation, Matanuska-Susitna Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, Anchorage Convention and Visitors Bureau, and the City o f Wasilla.

Prepared by W hitney I li^lilnnd, Office of Senator Loren Leman (465-3723)
Last updated: M arch 6, 2000
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ALASKA RAILROAD c o r p o r a t i o n

Corporate Addresa: P.O. Box 107500, Anchorage, Aiaika 99510
3 2 7  W. S h ip  Cneelr Avenue, A nchorage, A laaka 99501

March 21, 2000

The Honorable John Torgerson 
Alaska State Legislature 
Room 516 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Torgerson;

The Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) recognizes the need for a legislative solution 
on behalf of more than 100 Healy, Afaska families. We are in support of Usibelli Coal 
Mine's effort to seek legislative approval to create an exception to the ARRC's real 
estate policies for the Tri-Valley Subdivision land in Healy.

Alaska Statute 42.40 prohibits the ARRC from selling, exchanging, or otherwise 
conveying its land unless the legislature approves the action. By law, the ARRC can 
lease land for up to 35 years, but must reserve the unilateral right to terminate anv 
lease with a term in excess of 35 years in the event the land is ever needed for railroad 
use.

This termination clause is currently affecting some 120 families in the Tri-Valley 
Subdivision in Healy, Alaska. The longest mortgage most lenders will issue to these 
families is 20 years due to the termination language. Accepted banking policy 
precludes lenders' from issuing to sublessees a deed of trust with a maturity date that is 
within 10 years of the termination date of their sublease. This shorter term makes the 
borrower's monthly payments much higher and reduces the affordability and saleability 
of subdivision homes.

Usibelli Coal Mine, who leases the Healy property from the Alaska Railroad and 
subleases lots to residents, is currently working on an amendment to legislation in both 
the Senate and House Finance committees. This amendment would authorize the 
Railroad to lease Tri-Valley Subdivision land for a period in excess of 35 years without 
reserving the right to terminate the lease

Again, the ARRC supports Usibelli's goal to attain an exemption from the 35 year lease 
limit. However, looking at the big picture, the Alaska Railroad would also like to work 
with the state legislature toward a more comprehensive solution that would allow us 
address other real estate concerns which arise on occasion.
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We believe m any of our real esta te  issues could be solved if the ARRC were given the 
authority to issue  longer term leases. R esidents and businesses along the rail belt 
would be  ab le  to qualify for more affordable m ortgage rates and would gain more 
freedom  to plan long term.

Along that line, we would like to work with legislators this sum m er to study issues 
relating to the ARRC’s real esta te  policies. The goal would be to create legislation for 
the 2001 session  enabling the Alaska Railroad to better address our custom er s  needs.

As we begin this process, it is important to note that the ARRC is approached 
periodically by individual leaseholders who would prefer to purchase the railroad land 
they currently lease. Approximately 50 percent of the Alaska Railroad’s net earnings 
are  derived from real e sta te  leases much like other railroad’s  in the Lower 48. For that 
reason, selling-Railroad land could jeopardize the ARRC's long term  ability to remain a 
self-sustaining s ta te  corporation. We trust that this issue will be taken into account 
when exam ining the ARRC's real e s ta te  policies.

The ARRC h as approximately 218 tenants. Our current policy is adequate  for most of 
our tenan ts but leaves little room for flexibility. Longer lease  options combined with 
other ideas th a t may surface from the study group could help the Alaska Railroad better 
serve A laskans.

Sincerely,

Governor Bill Sheffield
President and  CEO, Alaska Railroad Corporation
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S e n a to r  L o re n  L e m a n

CSSB 235 ( ) (D ra ft 1-LS1282\S) Sectional Analysis

• Section 1: A llows the Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) lo exchange land with 
Eklutna, Inc. to realign railroad track to improve operating efficiency and enhance safety.

• Section 2: A llows the ARRC to enter into a land exchange w ith the United States 
Department o f the Army and the Department o f the A ir  Farce to realign the railroad

• Section 3: A llows the ARRC to exchange land with the Chugach Alaska Corporation to 
realign the railroad to allow relocation o f the Seward Highway by the Department o f 
Transportation and Public Facilities to improve highway operations and enhance safety.

• Section 4: A llows the ARRC to exchange land w ith the Municipality o f Anchorage and 
convey land to certain private landowners to realign the railroad track.

• Section 5: Discusses the importance o f the Seward Highway as the sole highway link 
between the Kenai Peninsula and the rest o f Southcentral Alaska. Certain portions o f the 
highway are affected by avalanches and ether potential operational problems, thus 
making it necessary to relocate and widen the Seward Highway. Portions o f adjacent 
railroad and u tility  facilities must also be relocated.

Section 6: Gives legislative approval to the Department o f Natural Resources to modify 
the boundaries o f Chugach State Park to relocate or widen the Seward Highway.

Section 7: A llows the Alaska Railroad Corporation to exchange land to relocate or widen 
the Seward H ighway or relocate Alaska Railroad facilities w ith in the Chugach State Park.

Section 8: Requires the governor to identify land transferred under sections 5 -7  o f this 
Act that w ill require modifications to the statute authorizing Chugach State Park (AS 
41.21.120-41.21.125). It also requires the governor to submit to the legislature the 
necessary legislation to make those statutory amendments.

Section 9: Provides an immediate effective date.

track.
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HEADQUARTERS 
ALASKAH COMMAND OU.COM] ELMENDOflF Am FORCE BASE. ALASKA 99908

Ju ly 10, 1998The Honorable Frank Murkowski 
United States Senate 
SH-322, Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington DC 20510-0202
Dear Senator Murkowski,.

.Alaska Railroad Corporation and the Alaskan Command have entered into a cooperative 
relationship to study the Railroad's concept for improving service between Wasilla and the 
Anchorage rail yard.

We believe this concept may mutually benefit both the Railroad and the Defense installations 
in the greater Anchorage area. Improving track alignment w ill allow for the desired decrease in 
transit times between Wasilla and Anchorage. In addition to improving railroad efficiency, any 
project w ill have as a primary goal to increase rail traffic safety measures on Fort Richardson and 
ElmendorfAFB.

We have established a working group to facilitate the feasibility study effort and address 
issues o f concern raised by the Railroad and the Department o f Defense. We look forward to 
working toward the mutual benefit o f all parties.
Sincerely,

Governor B ill Sheffield 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Alaska Railroad Corporation

)avid J. McCloud 
Lieutenant General, USAF 
Commander, Alaskan Command

Guardian oftha North
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D e a r  B i l l ,

I  w r i t e  n o w  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  l e t t e r  s i g n e d  b y  y o u r s e l f  a n d  G e n e r a l  M c C l o u d  r e g a r d i n g  
r a i l  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  o n  F o r t  R i c h a r d s o n  a n d  E l m e n d o r f  A i r  F o r c e  B a s e .  D e s p i t e  t h e  u n t i m e l y  l o s s  
o f  o u r  g o o d  f r i e n d ,  I  a m  e n c o u r a g e d  b y  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  a n d  t h e  
A l a s k a n  C o m m a n d  a n d  t h e  p r o g r e s s  y o u  h a v e  m a d e  t o w a r d s  a d d r e s s i n g  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  1  b e l i e v e  
t h e  t r a c k  s t r a i g h t e n i n g  w i l l  o f f e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e n e f i t s  t o  b o t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  a n d  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  
t h e  M a t - S u  V a l l e y  c o m m u n i t i e s .

T h a n k  y o u  a g a i n  f o r  y o u r  r e c e n t  v i s i t  a n d  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  i n  h o s t i n g  t h i s  s u m m e r ’ s  c r o w d  
f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C .

W i t h  w a n n e s t  r e g a r d s ,

T E D  S T E V E N S
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William J. Sheffield 
Chief Executive Officer 
Alaska Railroad Corporation 
P.O. Box 107500 
Anchorage
AK 99510 November 22,1999

Re: Memorandum of Understanding
-August 4,1999

Dear Governor Sheffield:

I understand that there are concerns that the anticipated land exchange will accelerate the 
development of Clunie Lake as a float plane base or will encourage development in conflict with 
the military mission on Fort Richardson. I wish to clarify the situation for the record.

Eklutna, Inc. has owned the portion of the Powder Reserve adjacent to Fort Richardson since 
1993. •The Alaska Railroad (ARRC) assured access across the tracks via a grade-separated 
crossing and agreed to pay for it in the 1987 Settlement Agreement Nothing in the land exchange 
anticipated in the 1999 Memorandum of Understanding between the ARRC and Eklutna. Inc. 
changes either of these two facts.

A float plane base at Lake Clunie was selected by the Department of Transportation and Public 
Fac'ities under the provisions of the North Anchorage Land Agreement should that part of Fort 
Richardson be surplussed. Eklutna already owns the southwest shoreline of Lake Clunie. 
However, the size, configuration, and wetlands of its holdings make it impractical to develop such 
a facility on Eklutna lands. We have no plans to develop a float plane base there.

Eklutna, Inc. reserves the right to develop its lands in accord with appropriate regulations. We 
also want to make it clear that we support the continuation of the Fort Richardson Army Base. In 
the event, however, that military land is surplussed, Eklutna, Inc. intends to ensure that it 
receives the full benefit of the promises made in the North Anchorage Land Agreement.

Very Truly Yours,

Chief Executive Officer 
Eklutna, Inc.



HEADQUARTERS
ALASKAN COMMAND (ALCOM) 

ELMENDORF AIR FORCE BASE, ALASKA 9R506

C O M A L C O M
9 4 8 0  P e a s e  A v e n u e ,  S u i t e  1 0 1  
E l m e n d o r f  A P B  A K  9 9 5 0 5 - 2 1 0 0

JM  2 0  2000

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  L o r e n  L e m a n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
R o o m  1 1 5  
S t a t e  C a o i t o l  
J u n e a u  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r  L e m a n

I n  1 9 9 8 ,  t h i s  c o m m a n d  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a  c o o p e r a t i v e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  s t u d y  t h e  r a i l r o a d ’ s  c o n c e p t  f o r  t r a c k  u p g r a d e  a n d  r e a l i g n m e n t  b e t w e e n  W a s i l l a  
a n d  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  r a i l  y a r d .  I t  i s  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  b e c a u s e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  a r e  
d e p e n d e n t  o n  A l a s k a  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o v a l  a n d  y o u  h a v e  r e q u e s t e d  a s s u r a n c e  f r o m  t h i s  c o m m a n d  
t h a t  w e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o n .  t h e  p r o j e c t .

I  b e l i e v e  t h i s  c o n c e p t  m a y  m u t u a l l y  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  r a i l r o a d  a n d  t h e  d e f e n s e  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  g r e a t e r  A n c h o r a g e  a r e a .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i m p r o v i n g  r a i l r o a d  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  s a f e t y ,  t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  e x i s t s  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t  t o  i n c r e a s e  r a i l  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  o n  F o r t  R i c h a r d s o n  a n d  E l m e n d o r f  
A P B  a n d  t o  e n h a n c e  f u t u r e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  b y  t h e  s e r v i c e s .

W e  h a v e  b e e n  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a  w o r k i n g  g r o u p  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  r a i l r o a d  a n d  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  
L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  e f f o r t  a n d  a d d r e s s  i s s u e s  o f  c o n c e r n  r a i s e d  b y  t h e  r a i l r o a d  a n d  
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e .  W e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  w o r k  t o w a r d  t h e  m u t u a l  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  p a r t i e s .

c c :
R e p .  L i s a  M u r k o w s k i  
G o v .  W i l l i a m  S h e f f i e l d  
M G  D e a n  C a s h ,  C d r ,  U S A R A K  
B r i g  G e n  S c o t t  G r a t i o n ,  3 W G / C C

S i n c e r e l y

T H O M A S  R .  C A S E  
L i e u t e n a n t  G e n e r a l ,  U S A F  
C o m m a n d e r

Guardian of the North
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DEPARTMENT o f  t h e  a r m y
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a U r i n a t e *

Director o f Public Works

G e o r g e  W .  E a s l e y  
E k l u t n a  I n o . ,
1 6 5 1 5  C e n t o r f i a l d  D r i v a ,  S u i t a  2 0 1  
E a g l e  f t l v t r . A K  W 5 7 7 - T 7 I 9

T U £ » r s n c a ;  J o i n t  L a n d  I s s u e *

DaarM r. E a s l e y :

T h i s  l a t t e r  U  t o  c o n f i r m  o u r  J o i n t  c o m m f a n e n u  m a d e  a t  o u r  M a r c h  1 4 , 2 0 0 0  m e e t i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  a  
p o t e n t i a l  l a n d  s w t p  f l a s f  C l u n i e  L a k e .

C o n c a m l n g  t k a  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  t r a c k  r e a l i g n m e n t  b o t h  E k h r t n a .  I n c .  a n d  U U .  A r m y  A l a s k a  a g r e e  w i t h  
t h o  p r o p o s e d  t r a c k  r e a l i g n m e n t  s i t i n g  I n  t h a  p r o a d r a  I t y  o f  C f u u t e  L a k e .  I t  U  o u r  J o i n t  I n t e n t i o n  t o  h * v «  
t h e  p  r o p e  i » d  t r a c k  r e a l i g n m e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  C h u i a  L a k *  t a k a  p l a c e  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  p o t e n t i a l  r e a l  » 
p r o p e r t y  t r s m i o t l o n i  b e t w e e n  E k l u t n a ,  I n c .  a n d  U . S .  A r m y  A l a s k a ,  a l s o  n e a r  C t u n i©  t a k a .

C o n c e r n i n g  t h a  p o t e n t i a l  ( a n d  s w a p  o r  u l a  b e tw e e n  E f c h i o u ,  I n c .  a n d  U U .  A r m y  A l a s k a ,  w e  h a v e  n o t  
r e a c h e d  a n  a p a a n a n t .  A t  I s m e  i s  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  a e r o - v a l u e  O f  d w  U f t d  p r o p o i a d  t o  b e  e x c h a n g e d .
W k h  r e g a r d  » t h a  A r m y ’ s  p r o p o s a l  t n  p u r c h a w  E k l u t n a  l a n d ,  y o u r  b u s ( o a s i  p l a n s  d o  n o t  I n c l u d e  t h a t  
o p t i o n  a t  t h i s  l i m e .  H o w e v e r ,  d i e  A m y  h a s  i n t e r e s t  i n  p r e s a i v l a j  m i n i n g  l a n d  b y  n o t  a l l o w i n g  
d e v e l o p m e n t  O ft  l a n d  n e a r  C l u n i e  L a k e .  E k l u t n a  h a s  I n t e r e s t  i n  a  r o a d  a c c e s s  t o  l a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t s  
n o r t h  o f  t h a  C l u n i e  L a k e  a r e a .  I n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e n  t n t o m t s ,  w «  h a v e  J o i n t l y  a g r e e d  t o  p u t v u a  o n  
e a s e m e n t  o n  A m y  l a n d  f o r  r o a d  a c c e u  t o  t h e  E k l u t n a  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  a n  E k l u t n a  c a s e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  
w e s t  b o u n d a r y  o f  t h a  r e a l i g n e d  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  t r a c k ,  w e s t w a r d  n o  C h im e  L i k a .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  w e  h a v e  a g m e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  o u r  d i s c u i r i o n s  u n t i l  i n c h  t im e  a s  w a  a g r e e  u p o n  a  l a n d  « w a p  
o r  t n i a  a n d  c o m p l e t e  t h e  n e e e s j a t y  l e g i s l a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A v

tc : M. Hayes
1  - n  -  lC,0°
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Color®! Marie C. Neieon Director of Public Worics 
Deportment of the Army * 600 Richardson Dfto #5000 Port RTchardecrvAlaska 98606

. March 27,2000

DaorCdL Nelson:*
Thank you for confirming the status of our affieemarit in your letter of March 24 
2000. EWutna, Inc, haa contracted for a study of the proposed road alignment 
betvwtn Powder Ridge Subdivision and Artilary Road. We wW pmeent lha . 
recommendation* of our contractor* for your approval u  aoon as possfrte. 
Thereafter, Ekfutna, Ino. wtl execute the neceaaary document* and continue 
toward an exchange of fee Interests. Please contact me should you hava any
q u e s t io n s .

Vory Truly Yours..

Rs; Liks Clunie-Exchange of Easements

George W. Eaeley
C h ie f E xecu tive O fflo a r

• ■
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Honorable EJdon Mulder
House of Representatives VIA FAX 907-405-3519
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capital (MS 9100}
Juneau, AK 99801*1182

March 29,2000 

Re: Clunie Lake

Dear Representative Mulder:

This is pursuant to our conversation this data regarding the agreement between the 
United States Army and Eklutna, Incorporated.

Wa have collectively agreed to exchange EJdutna, Ino. property just east of Clunie Lake 
for a right-of-way joining Eklutna, inc. lands to Artillery Road. During .the interim, we 
agreed to grant easements to one another until federal legislation permits the actual 
exchange. This is tha entire agreement Eklutna, Inc. also.owns land northeast of 
Clun/e Lake which la of interest to the military, but Eklutna, inc. declined to indude thia 
property and the U.S. Army accepted this without objection.

*
Eklutna, Inc. does not now, nor have they ever expressed a desire to develop any 
property abutting Cfunio Lake. The current agreement will assure that fact, and the U. S. 
Army is in agreement

Eklutna, inc. supports the military presence in Alakska and relies on this presence in the 
continuing development of Its lends. To do otherwise would be folly.

Very Truly Youra,

George W. Easley 
Chief Executive Officer
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P res iden t 
B ill P ed la r

Holland A ir,eria Line 
Seattle. Washington
1st V ice  P res iden t 

Ann C am pbe ll 
Aurora Consulting 
Anchorage. Alaska

2nd  V ice  P res iden t 
Justin R ip ley 

Alaska Tour and Travel 
Anchorage, Alaska 

V P  C o vem m en t Re la tion s 
Bob  D ind inge r 

Alaska Travel Adventures 
luneau, Alaska 

Sec re ta ry  
B rett C a rlson  

northern Alaska Tour Company 
Fairbanks. A'aska 

T reasu re r 
Toni W a lke r 
Logistics, LLC 

Anchorage, Alaska 
Past P res iden t 

Ken D o le  
Watertal Resort/Seaborne Ammxxi 

Ketchikan. Alaska
Bvird Qfpinxiov.

Bob Berto
Southeast Stevedoring 

Johne  B ink ley 
.Alaska Rivetboat Discovery/ 

FI Dorado C o ld  Mine 
D enn is  B randon 

Cook Inlet Region. Inc. 
D ean  Brown 
Princess Tours 
B ill E lander 

Ancnorjge Convention A 
Visitors Bureau 

Bab Engclbrecht 
So rthSu r Trekking 

John Fox 
Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd.

Lau rie  H erm an 
Alaska Railroad 

John M a jo r  
Juneau Convention A 

Visitors Bureau 
M arg a re t N elson  

Alaska Nauve Heritage Center 
C a ry  O d le  

Alaska Travel Adventures 
A rne O lsson  

Hotel Halsingtand 
B rad  Ph illips 

Phillips Cruises A Tours 
Frank Rose 

Alaska Lodging Management1 
Denali Bluffs Hotel 

Kathy Tarr 
Kenai Visitors A 

Convention Bureau 
Tom Tougas 

Kenai Fjords Tours 
C h ris  von  Im h o f 

Atyeska Resort 
B rad  W a lke r 
Alaska Airlines

T ina Lindgren
Executive Director

A l a s k a  V i s i t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n
2 5 2 5  C  S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  4 0 0  •  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 3

Phone:(907)561-5733 • Fax: (907) 561-5727 
E-mail: avanet.org • www.visitalaska.org
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A  R E S O L U T I O N  S U P P O R T I N G  T H E  A L A S K A  R A I L R O A D ' S  
T R A C K  U P G R A D E  A N D  R E A L I G N M E N T  P R O J E C T

W H E R E A S , a  s tra ig h te r  tra c k  p ro m o te s  s a fe ty  d u e  to  re d u c e d  tra c k  a n d  e q u ip m e n t w e a r, 
c o n s is te n c y  in  tra in  h an d lin g , in c re ase d  s ig h t  d is ta n c e , a n d  re d u c e d  m a in te n a n c e  re q u ire m e n t 
-  all le a d in g  to  a red u c ed  fre q u e n c y  o f  tra in  d e ra ilm e n ts  a n d  lo w e r o p e ra tin g  c o s ts ; an d

W H E R E A S , th is  p ro je c t in c lu d es  u p g ra d e s  to  v e h ic le  c ro s s in g s  a n d  a d d itio n a l p u b lic  ac ce ss  
a m e n itie s  th a t w ill e n h a n c e  sa fe ty  an d  a c c e s s  a c ro s s  th e  A la s k a  R a ilro a d 's  track ; an d

W H E R E A S , th is  p ro je c t w ill re su lt in  red u c ed  tra in  ru n n in g  tim e  b e tw e e n  A n c h o ra g e  an d  
W a silla  fro m  95  m in u te s  to  50  m in u te s  m a k in g  fu tu re  c o m m u te r  s e rv ic e  v ia b le ; an d

W H E R E A S , red u c ed  tra n s it tim e  b e tw e e n  A n c h o ra g e  a n d  W a silla  m e a n s  m o re  e f f ic ie n t 
an d  c o s t  e f fe c tiv e  se rv ic e  to  th e  in te r io r  o f  A la sk a ; an d

W H E R E A S , re d u c e d  tra n s it  tim e  b e tw e en  A n c h o ra g e  a n d  W a silla  m e a n s  a  p o te n tia l 
re d u c tio n  in th e  n u m b e r  o f  a u to m o b ile s  on  the  h ig h w a y ; a n d

W H E R E A S , m o re  e ff ic ie n t ra il o p e ra tio n s  re d u c e s  tra in  g r id lo c k , c re a te s  m o re  jo b s  fo r 
A la s k a n s  th ro u g h  ad d itio n a l fre ig h t an d  p a s se n g e r  s e rv ic e , an d  b u ild s  a  b e tte r  in fra s tru c tu re  
to  su p p o r t fu tu re  ec o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t in A la sk a ; an d

W H E R E A S , th is  p ro je c t e n h a n ce s  th e  v a lu e  o f  A R R C 's  a s se t w h ic h  is o w n e d  b y  th e  S ta te ; 
an d

W H E R E A S , to  a c co m p lish  th is  p ro jec t, A R R C  w ill n ee d  le g is la tiv e  ap p ro v a l to  c o n v e y  the 
C o rp o ra tio n 's  en tire  in te re s t in ce rta in  la n d s  in e x c h a n g e  fo r  e q u iv a le n t v a lu e d  land  w ith  
E lm e n d o r f  A ir  F orce  B ase , F o rt R ich a rd so n  A rm y  B a se , E k lu tn a , In c . a n d  o th e r  e n titie s ; an d

W H E R E A S , n o  funds w ill be e x c h a n g e d  b e tw e e n  th e  p a r tie s  in th is  lan d  trad e  ag re e m e n t.

N O W , T H E R E F O R E  B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  th a t th e  A la s k a  V is ito rs  A sso c ia tio n  su p p o rts  the 
A R R C 's  e f fo rts  to  u p g rad e  an d  rea lig n  its tra c k  b e tw e e n  A n c h o ra g e  an d  W a s il la  to  im p ro v e  
sa fe ty  a n d  e ff ic ie n c y  o f  the A lask a  R a ilro a d  C o rp o ra tio n 's  tra in  o p e ra tio n s , to e n h a n c e  th e  
s ta te -o w n e d  tra n sp o rta tio n  a s s e t  an d  to  m ak e  fu tu re  c o m m u te r  s e rv ic e  v iab le ; an d

B E  IT  F U R T H E R  R £ S O r V E D  th a t th e  A la sk a  V is ito rs  A s so c ia tio n  s e e k s  to  a s s is t  A R R C  in 
o b ta in in g  le g is la tiv e  a p p ro v a l to  ex c h an g e  e q u iv a le n t v a lu e d  land  w ith  n e ig h b o rin g  en titie s  
in o rd e r  to  a c c o m p lish  the trac k  re a lig n m e n t p ro jec t.

A d o p te d  b y  th e  A la s k a  V is i to r s  A s s o c ia t io n  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c to r s  
D e c e m b e r  10 , 1 9 9 9

http://www.visitalaska.org


GREATER PALMER 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

A resolution supporting the Alaska Railroad's 
track upgrade and realignment project

R eso lu tion  99-06

W hereas, a straighter track promotes safety due to reduced track and 
equipment wear, consistency in train handling, increased sight distance, and reduced 
maintenance requirement -  all leading to a reduced frequency of train derailments and 
lower operating costs; and

W hereas, this project includes upgrades to vehicle crossings and additional 
public access amenities that will enhance safety and access across the Alaska 
Railroad's track; and

W hereas, this project will result in reduced train running time between 
Anchorage and Wasilla from 95 minutes to 50 minutes making future commuter senyice 
viable; and

W hereas, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means more 
efficient and cost effective service to the interior of Alaska; and

W hereas, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means a 
potential reduction in the number of automobiles on the highway; and

W hereas, more efficient rail operations reduces train gridlock, creates more jobs 
for Alaskans through additional freight and passenger service, and builds a better 
infrastructure to support future economic development in Alaska; and

W hereas, this project improves the ARRC's asset which enhances the state’s 
ownership of the railroad; and.

W hereas, to accomplish this project, ARRC will need legislative approval to 
convey the Corporation's entire interest in certain iands in exchange for equivalent 
valued land with Elmendorf Air Force Base, Fort Richardson Army Base, Eklutna, Inc. 
and other entities; and

W hereas, no funds will be exchanged between the parties in this land trade 
agreement.

Now, T herefore  Be It R eso lved  that the Greater Palmer Chamber of Commerce 
supports the ARRC's efforts to upgrade and realign its track between Anchorage and 
Wasilla to improve safety and efficiency of the Alaska Railroad Corporation's train 
operations, to enhance the state-owned transportation asset, and to make future 
commuter service viable; and

Be It F u rth er R eso lved  that the Greater Palmer Chamber of Commerce seeks 
to assist ARRC in obtaining legislative approval to exchange equivalent valued land 
with neighboring entities in order to accomplish the track realignment project.

Approved this 17th day of December, 1999.



GREATER PALMER 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

RESOLUTION ROUTING SHEET

D e c e m b e r  2 1 ,  1 9 9 9  

9 9 - 0 6

A  R e s o l u t i o n  S u p p o r t i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d ’ s  t r a c k  u p g r a d e  a n d  
r e a l i g n m e n t  p r o j e c t .

S E N T  T O :
A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p  A t t n  W e n d y  L i n d s k o o g  P  0  B o x  1 0 7 5 0 0 ,  A n c h o r a g e  A K  9 9 5 1 0 - 7 5 0 0
G o v e r n o r  T o n y  K n o w l e s  P .  0 .  B o x  1 1 0 0 0 1 ,  J u n e a u  A K  9 9 8 1 1 - 0 0 0 1
S e n a t o r  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i  7 0 6  H a r t  B u i l d i n g ,  W a s h i n g t o n  D C  2 0 5 1 0 - 0 2 0 3
S e n a t o r  T e d  S t e v e n s  5 2 2  H a r t  B u i l d i n g ,  W a s h i n g t o n  D C  2 0 5 1 0 - 0 2 0 1
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D o n  Y o u n g  2 3 3 2  R a y b u r n  H o u s e  O f f i c e  B l d g ,  W a s h i n g t o n  D C  2 0 5 1 5 - 2 0 2 0 1
C o m b i n e d  D e l e g a t i o n  O f f i c e  8 5 1  E  W e s t p o i n t  D r ,  S u i t e  3 0 7 ,  W a s i l l a  A K  9 9 6 5 4
S e n a t o r  L y d a  G r e e n  6 0 0  E  R a i l r o a d  A v e n u e ,  W a s i l l a  A K  9 9 6 5 4
S e n a t o r  R i c k  H a l f o r d  P  O  B o x  6 7 0 1 9 0 ,  C h u g i a k  A K  9 9 5 6 7 - 0 1 9 0
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e v  M a s e k  6 0 0  E  R a i l r o a d  A v e n u e ,  W a s i l l a  A K  9 9 6 5 4
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S c o t t  O g a n  6 0 0  E  R a i l r o a d  A v e n u e ,  W a s i l l a  A K  9 9 6 5 4
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V i c  K o h r i n g  6 0 0  E  R a i l r o a d  A v e n u e ,  W a s i l l a  A K  9 9 6 5 4
A n c h o r a g e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  4 4 1 W 5 t h A v e ,  A n c h o r a g e  A K  9 9 5 0 1 - 2 3 0 9
A l a s k a  S t a t e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  2 1 7  2 nd S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  2 0 ,  J u n e a u  A K  9 9 8 0 1
M i c h a e l  S c o t t ,  M a n a g e r  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  3 5 0  E  D a h l i a ,  P a l m e r  A K  9 9 6 4 5
E d  B r i t t i n g h a m  W a s i l l a  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  4 1 5  E  R a i l r o a d  A v e ,  W a s i l l a  A K  9 9 6 5 4

M E S S A G E -

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  h a s  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  G r e a t e r  P a l m e r  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  
B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  a n d  i s  s e n t  t o  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w h e n  r e v i e w i n g  t h i s  i s s u e .  I f  y o u  h a v e  
a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r  c o m m e n t s  y o u  c a n  s e n d  t h e m  t o  t h e  a d d r e s s  b e l o w  o r  v i a  e m a i l  a t  p a l m e r @ a l a s k a . n e t  
o r  w e  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  b y  p h o n e  o r  f a x  a t  t h e  n u m b e r s  b e l o w .

• Gjtfeway to Hjrcher P*i* •

D A T E :

R E S O L U T I O N  N O :  

R E S O L U T I O N  T I T L E :

mailto:palmer@alaska.net


#  i  %
(u

4 1 5  E .  R a i l r o a d  A v e n u e  * W a s i l l a ,  A K  9 9 6 5 4  T e le p h o n e  ( 9 0 7 )  3 7 6 - 1 2 9 9  * F a x  ( 9 0 7 )  3 7 3 - 2 5 6 0
E m a i l :  c h a m b e r @ w a s i lh . n e t  -._., n o - . i i o * y ^  H o m e  P a g e : w w w .c h a m b e r .w a s i l l a .n a

- V o t e d  “A la s k a ’ s O u t s t a n d i n g  L o c a l  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  ~  1 9 9 8 ’ ’

R E S O L U T I O N  9 9 - 0 7

A  R E S O L U T I O N  O F  T H E  G R E A T E R  W A S I L L A  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  
I N  S U P P O R T  O F  T H E  A L A S K A  R A I L R O A D ’ S  T R A C K  E N H A N C E M E N T S  
P R O J E C T .

W h e r e a s ,  a  s t r a i g h t e r  t r a c k  p r o m o t e s  s a f e t y  d u e  t o  r e d u c e d  t r a c k  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  w e a r ,  
c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  t r a i n  h a n d l i n g ,  i n c r e a s e d  s i g h t  d i s t a n c e ,  a n d  r e d u c e d  m a i x i t e n a n c e  
r e q u i r e m e n t  a l l  l e a d i n g  t o  a  r e d u c e d  f r e q u e n c y  o f  t r a i n  d e r a i l m e n t s  a n d  l o w e r  o p e r a t i n g  
c o s t s ;  a i : d

W h e r e a s ,  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i n c l u d e s  u p g r a d e s  t o  v e h i c l e  c r o s s i n g s  a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  
a m e n i t i e s  t h a t  w i l l  e n h a n c e  s a f e t y  a n d  a c c e s s  a c r o s s  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d ’ s  t r a c k ;  a n d

W h e r e a s ,  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  r e d u c e d  t r a i n  r u n n i n g  t i m e  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  
W a s i l l a  f r o m  9 5  m i n u t e s  t o  5 0  m i n u t e s  m a k i n g  f u t u r e  c o m m u t e r  s e r v i c e  v i a b l e ;  a n d

W h e r e a s ,  r e d u c e d  t r a n s i t  t i m e  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  W a s i l l a  m e a n s  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  
c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  A l a s k a :  a n d

W h e r e a s ,  r e d u c e d  t r a n s i t  t i m e  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  W a s i l l a  m e a n s  a  p o t e n t i a l  
r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  a u t o m o b i l e s  o n  t h e  h i g h w a y ;  a n d

W h e r e a s ,  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  r a i l  o p e r a t i o n s  r e d u c e s  t r a i n  g r i d l o c k ,  c r e a t e s  m o r e  j o b s  f o r  
A J a s k a n s  t h r o u g h  a d d i t i o n a l  f r e i g h t  a n d  p a s s e n g e r  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  b u i l d s  a  b e t t e r  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t o  s u p p o r t  f u t u r e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  A J a s k a ;  a n d

W h e r e a s ,  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i m p r o v e s  t h e  A R R C ’ s  a s s e t  w h i c h  e n h a n c e s  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  o w n e r s h i p  
o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d :  a n d

W h e r e a s ,  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  A R R C  w i l l  n e e d  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o v a l  t o  c o n v e y  t h e  
C o r p o r a t i o n ’ s  e n t i r e  i n t e r e s t  i n  c e r t a i n  l a n d s  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  e q u i v a l e n t  v a l u e d  l a n d  w i t h  
E l m e n d o r f  A i r  F o r c e  B a s e ,  F o r t  R i c h a r d s o n  A r m y  B a s e ,  E k l u t n a ,  I n c .  a n d  o t h e r  e n t i t i e s ;  
a n d

W h e r e a s ,  n o  f u n d s  w i l l  b e  e x c h a n g e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  p a r t i e s  i n  t h i s  l a n d  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t .

mailto:chamber@wasilh.net
http://www.chamber.wasilla.na


N o w ,  T h e r e f o r e  B e  i t  R e s o l v e d  t h a t  t h e  G r e a t e r  W a s i l l a  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  
s u p p o r t s  t h e  A R R C ’ s  e f f o r t s  t o  u p g r a d e  a n d  r e a l i g n  i t s  t r a c k s  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  
W a s i l l a  t o  i m p r o v e  s a f e t y  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n ’ s  t r a i n  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  s t a t e - o w n e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a s s e t ,  a n d  t o  m a k e  f u t u r e  c o m m u t e r  
s e r v i c e  v i a b l e ;  a n d

B e  i t  F u r t h e r  R e s o l v e d  t h a t  t h e  G r e a t e r  W a s i l l a  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  s e e k s  t o  a s s i s t  
A R R C  i n  o b t a i n i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o v a l  t o  e x c h a n g e  e q u i v a l e n t  v a l u e d  l a n d  w i t h  
n e i g h b o r i n g  e n t i t i e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  t r a c k  r e a l i g n m e n t  p r o j e c t .

H e r e b y ,  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  G r e a t e r  W a s i l l a  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  t h i s  1 5 ,h d a y  o f  
D e c e m b e r ,  1 9 9 9 .



RESO LU TIO N  99-3 
A  R esolution Supporting  the A laska R ailroad’s T rack  U pgrade 

an d  R ealignm ent Project

A N C H O R A G E C O N V EN TIO N  &  V ISITO R S BU R EA U  
BO A RD  O F DIRECTORS

W HEREAS, a stra igh ter track prom otes safety due to reduced track and  equipm ent w ear, consistency 
in train  handling , increased sigh t distance, and reduced m ain tenance requirem ent -  a ll leading to  a 
reduced frequency o f  tra in  derailm ents and lower operating costs; and

W HEREAS, this project includes upgrades to vehicle crossings and additional public access am enities 
that will enhance safety and access across the A laska R ailroad’s  track; and

W HEREAS, this project will result in reduced train  runn ing  tim e between A nchorage and W asilla 
from 95 m inutes to 50 m inu tes m aking future com m uter service viable; and

W HEREAS, reduced transit tim e between A nchorage and W asilla m eans m ore efficient and cost 
effective service to the In terio r o f  A laska; and

W HEREAS, reduced tran sit tim e between A nchorage and W asilla m eans a potential reduction in the 
num ber o f  autom obiles on th e  highw ay, and

W HEREAS, m ore efficient ra il operations reduces train  grid lock, creates m ore jo b s  for A laskans 
through additional freight and  passenger service, and builds a better in frastructu re to  support future 
econom ic developm ent in A laska; and

W HEREAS, th is project im proves the ARR C’s asset which enhances the S ta te ’s  ow nership  o f  the 
railroad; and

W HEREAS, to accom plish  th is project, ARRC will need legislative approval to convey the 
C orporation 's entire in terest in certain  lands in exchange for equivalent valued land w ith E lm endorf 
A ir Force Base, Fort R ichardson A rm y Base, Eklutna, Inc., and o ther en tities; and

W HEREAS, no funds w ill be exchanged between the parties in th is land trade agreem ent.

NOW , TH EREFO RE BE IT R ESO LV ED  that the A nchorage C onvention &  V isitors B ureau supports 
the A R R C ’s eS orts to  upgrade and  realign  its track between A nchorage and  W asilla to im prove safety 
and efficiency o f  the A laska R ailroad C orporation’s train  operations, to enhance th e  State-owned 
transportation asset, an d  to m ake future com m uter service viable; and

BE IT FURTHER R ESO LV ED , that the A nchorage Convention & V isitors Bureau supports A RRC as 
it seeks to obtain legislative approval to  exchange equivalent valued land w ith neighboring  entities in 
order to accom plish the  track  rea lignm ent project.

A pproved by the Board o f  D irectors, th is 21“ day o f  Decem ber, 1999.
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Requested and Prepared by: Administration 
Meeting date: January 10, 2000 

Adopted: January 10, 2000 
Vote: Unanimous

CITY OF WASILLA 
RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 00-03

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WASILLA, ALASKA SUPPORTING THE ALASKA 
RAILROAD’S TRACK UPGRADE AND REALIGNMENT PROJECT.

WHEREAS, a straighter track promotes safety due to reduced track and 
equipment wear, consistency in train handling, increased sight distance, and reduced 
maintenance requirement -  all leading to a reduced frequency of train derailments and 
lower operating costs; and

WHEREAS, this project includes upgrades to vehicle crossings and additional 
public access amenities that will enhance safety and access across the Alaska 
Railroads track; and

WHEREAS, this project will result in reduced train running time between 
Anchorage and Wasilla from 95 minutes to 50 minutes making future commuter service 
viable; and

WHEREAS, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means mo.u 
efficient and cost effective service to the interior of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means a 
potential reduction in the number of automobiles on the highway; and

WHEREAS, more efficient rail operations reduces train gridlock, creates more 
jobs for Alaskans through additional freight and passenger service, and builds a better 
infrastructure to support future economic development in Alaska; and

WHEREAS, this project improves the ARRC’s asset which enhances the state’s 
ownership of the raiiroaG; ana

WHEREAS, to accomplish this project, ARRC will need legislative approval to 
convey the Corporation's entire interest in certain lands in exchange for equivalent 
valued land with Elmendorf Air Force Base, Fort Richardson Army Base, Eklutna, inc. 
and other entities; and

WHEREAS, no funds will be exchanged between the parties in this land trade 
agreement.

C ity  o f  W a s i l la
P a g e  1 o f  2

R e so lu tion  No. 0 0 -0 3
IM No. 0 0 -0 5



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Wasilla supports the 
ARRC’s efforts to upgrade and realign its track between Anchorage and Wasilla to 
improve safety and efficiency of the Alaska Railroad Corporation's train operations, to 
enhance the state-owned transportation asset, and to make future commuter service 
viable; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Wasilla seeks to assist ARRC in 
obtaining legislative approval to exchange equivalent valued land with neighboring 
entities in order to accomplish the track realignment project.

ADOPTED by the Wasilla City Council on January 10, 2000.

I certify that a resolution in substantially the above form was passed by a 
majority of those voting at a duly called and conducted meeting of the governing body 
of the City of Wasilla this 10th day of January 2000.

KRISTIE L. VANGORDER, CMC/AAE 
City Clerk

[SEAL]

C ity  o f  W a s i l la
P a g e  2  o f  2
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WASILLA CITY COUNCIL INFORMATION MEMORANDUM IM No. 00-05

SUEJECT: A laska R ailroad Track U pgrade & R ealignm en t P ro ject

PREPARED BY: Administration DATE: December 15, 1999

FOR AGENDA OF: January 10, 2000_________________________________________
SUMMARY:

The Alaska Railroad track upgrade and realignment project includes many sal ,'y 
upgrades and reduces the running time between Anchorage and Wasilla by 40 minute ;. 
This will make future commuter service viable.

The ARRC is requesting that the City of Wasilla Council consider passing this resolution 
so the ARRC can add it to their legislative information packet for the upcoming session. 
This will help broaden their level of support and will help spur timely passage oi 
legislation that will make this project possible.

FISCAL IMPACT: X No  Yes, amount requested: $ Fund:

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Council consideration.

l / l n l f r w  Ve r i f ie d  b y :

P a g e  1 o f  1 IM N o . 0 0 - 0 5
R e s o lu t io n  N o . 0 0 - 0 3



ALASKA STATE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
Position 2000-23 

Alaska Railroad Track Upgrade and Realignment

l l i c  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  s u p p o r t s  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n ’ s  ( A R R C )  
e f f o r t s  t o  u p g r a d e  a n d  r e a l i g n  i t s  t r a c k  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  W a s i l l a  i n  o r d e r  t o  i m p r o v e  
s a f e t y  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  m a k e  f u t u r e  c o m m u t e r  s e r v i c e  v i a b l e .

F u r t h e r ,  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  u r g e s  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p a s s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  A R R C  t o  e x c h a n g e  e q u i v a l e n t  v a l u e d  l a n d  w i t h  E l m e n d o r f  A i r  F o r c e  B a s e ,  
F o r t  R i c h a r d s o n  A r m y  B a s e  a n d  E k l u t n a ,  I n c .  i n  o r d e r  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  r e a l i g n m e n t  p r o j e c t .

Ratlopalc;

A R R C ’ s  t r a c k  u p g r a d e  a n d  r e a l i g n m e n t  p r o j e c t  w i l l  r e d u c e  t h e  s e v e r i t y  o f  m a n y  s h a r p  c u r v e s  
b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  W a s i l l a .  A  s t r a i g h t c r  t r a c k  p r o m o t e s  s a f e t y  b y  d e c r e a s i n g  t h e  c h a n c e  f o r  
t r a i n  d e r a i l m e n t  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  e n g i n e e r ’ s  l i n e  o f  s i g h t

T h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  a l s o  r e d u c e  r u n n i n g  t i m e  i n  t h i s  s t r e t c h  f r o m  9 5  m i n u t e s  t o  5 0  
m i n u t e s .  T h i s  w i l l  e n a b l e  t r a i n s  t o  m o v e  a t  n o r m a l  o p e r a t i n g  s p e e d s .  M o r e  e f f i c i e n t  r a i l  
o p e r a t i o n s  t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  l e s s  g r i d l o c k  a n d  m o r e  t r a i n s ,  m o r e  j o b s  f o r  A l a s k a n s ,  a  f a s t e r  a n d  m o r e  
e f f i c i e n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e t w o r k  f o r  f r e i g h t  a n d  p a s s e n g e r  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  a  b e t t e r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t o  
s u p p o r t  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  A l a s k a .

ADOPTED 

D e c e m b e r  3 .  1 9 9 9

B Y  &  t f A L  b y

P a m e l a  L a  B o l l e  D e n n i s  B r a n d o n
P r e s i d e n t  C h a i r m a n



|  C hug iak- E ag ieR iver C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e

'Plact of Many Pkas  "

C H U G IA JC -E A Q U  R JV E R  
C H A M B B l O F  C O M M E R C E

r e s o l u t i o n  ao-oo j
F ehrusry  1 1 . 2 0 0 O

W HERIA 8 the Chugiak-Eagle River Chamber o f Commerce la •  nonprofit federation 
concerned width future development o f thin region and its supporting In frastructu re ; and

, WHEREAS tha A laska R a lroad  Corporttfori la an Integral pan  o f tha transportation
infrastructure supporting efficient deflv*ry o f passengers and freight throughout tha centre! 
part o f tha state o f A laska; and

WHEREAS tha A laska Railroad (a seeking to upgrade ft* vary antiquated fec fitiea  through 
track realignm ent; and

WHEREAS •  straJghter track promotes sa fe ty  duo to  reduced track and equipment w ear, 
consistency in train handing. inoreaeed sight dtetanca, and reduced maintenance 
requirement -  all leading to reduced potential train derailm ents and low er operating costs; 
and

WHEREAS, this project includes upgrades to vehicle crossings and eddWonel pufaCc scceee 
emenitiee that wM enhance puhiic safety and access across tha Alaska Railroad's track ; 
and

WHEREAS, this project w i  r ts t ft  In reduced train running time between Anchorage and 
WaaJIa from  98  m inutes to  5 0  minutes making fu tu re oommvter service more vtabia and 
furthering tha opportunities to  establish a u tao  in the Chugiak-Eagie River a rea ; and

WHEREAIi. reduced trmrtsft time between Anchorage and W ssJs means more effic ien t and 
cost e ffective service to  tha Interior o f A laska; and
WHEREA4I, reduced transit time between Anchorage end WaaiBa means a potential 
reduction in the number o f automobilee on the Glenn Highway seeing tra ffic  congestion 
through the Chugiek-Eagie ftivor sree ; end
WHEREAS, more efficient rat' operations roducoa train gridtocfc, crests* more jo b s  fo r 
A laskan* through w kftionei frwu*n and patisangar ew vfce .and  txdds a better 
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  to support future economic development in Alaska ; and

(907) 09+4702 PHONE » (907) 694-1205 FAX_________________________ __
«Q SOX 770353, EAGLE RTVER, ALASKA 98577 • 11401 OLD GLENN HtGHVlAY, SUrTE 106, EAGLE RtvEP, ALASKA 89177WMw.cer.orc * smell: Wcxftcer.wy



WHEREAS, this p ro ject enhances the value o f the A laska n m S t r o m d  C i  rporeticn's u w t i  
which m  owned by the S ta te ; end

WHEREAS, to  acconipfish tfda p ro je c t the Aiaaks Raflrcad wEt need Federal A Legislative 
approval to convey the Corporation'* entire Interest in oertaln lend* in exchange fa r 
equivalent valued land whh Municipality o f Anchorage, Bm endorf A ir Force Base, Fort 
R»cherdson Army Poet, Eklutna inc .; and

WHEREAS, no fund* wifi be exchanged between public parties in thfa land trade agreement 
. and/or foe elm pie transfer, '

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the ChugJak-Eagle River Chamber a# Commerce 
strongly supports the AJaeka fta lro ad  C orporation's e ffo rts  to  upgrade end resig n  ka trsofc 
between Anchorage end WaaHIa provided that the follow ing considerations era m et:

1 . Fair consideration w ili be given to  all privets land owners a ffec ted  by the 
Improvement*

* , Continued d oe s planning w ith the Municipal P e ri* & Recreation o ffice  a* plane 
are finalised through the Beech Lake P a ri era* to create a "w in win0 scenario fo r both the 
FUflroad end Municipal p e ri*  in fraxtrucb .?*. SpedftcaAy, this project design and completion 
wH be renew ed , approved and coordnated  with e l a ffected  MCA agendas end w *
Indude the Beech Lake Road and acquired properties being graded, contoured , and 
gensrafly improved to  m eet MOA standards.

3 . ARR A MOA w d enter Into a memorandum o f agreement th a t w fll d a ta ! the 
respective parties' obligations.
BE r r  FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chuglak-Eeglo River Chamber atrongfy supports e ffo rt*  
to improve sa fe ty  end effic iency o f the A laska Railroad Corporation'* train operations, to 
enhance the atste^owned transportation asse t, end to make future commuter service 
viable which c o d d  indude e stop In Chugiak/Eigle R iver, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, tha t tfw  ChuQlak-Eagla Fiver Chamber o f Commerce seek* to  
-■ret the A laska Railroad Corporation In obtaining legislative approval to exchange 
equivalent valued (and w ith neighboring entities in order to accomplish the track 
realignm ent pro ject.
S ign ed  th is  1 1 th  d a y  o f  F eb ru a ry , 2 0 0 0 ,

B y *

Debbie O i s l a n d e r "
President
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S u b m i t t e d  b y :  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  A s s e m b l y  
a t  t h e  R e q u e s t  o f  t h e  M a y o r  

P r e p a r e d  b y :  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o u n s e l  
F o r  r e a d i n g :  F e b .  1 5 ,  2 0 0 0

A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A S K A  
A O  N O .  2 0 0 0 - 4 2 ( S )

\ N  O R D I N A N C E  A P P R O V I N G  T H E  C O N V E Y A N C E  O F  L A N D S  I N  T H E  M U N I C I P A L I T Y ’ S  
B E A C H  L A K E  P A R K  T O  T H E  . A L A S K A  R A I L R O A D  C O R P O R A T I O N  I N  E X C H A N G E  F O R  
: X 1 S T I N G  A L A S K A  R A I L R O A D  R I G H T - O F - W A Y  L A N D S  I N  B E A C H  L A K E  P A R K  T O  
A C C O M M O D A T E  S T R A I G H T E N I N G  O F  R A I L R O A D  T R A C K  C U R V E S  A N D  S U B M I T T I N G  
' O  T H E  Q U A L I F I E D  V O T E R S  O F  T H E  M U N I C I P A L I T Y  A T  T H E  R E G U L A R  M U N I C I P A L  
■ L E C H O N  A P R I L  4 , 2 0 0 0  A  B A L L O T  P R O P O S I T I O N  T O  A P P R O V E  S A I D  C O N V E Y A N C E S .

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  s e e k s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  s a f e t y  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  
d a s k a  R a i l r o a d  b y  r e a l i g n i n g  a n d  s t r a i g h t e n i n g  t r a c k s  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  W a s i l l a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  c e r t a i n  t r a c k  c u r v e s  t o  b e  s t r a i g h t e n e d  a r e  a t  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  m i l e  p o s t s  1 3 2  a n d  1 3 3  
r i d  w i t h i n  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ’ s  B e a c h  L a k e  P a r k  g e n e r a l l y  n e a r  B e a c h  L a k e  R o a d  o f f  o f  S o u t h  B i r c h w o o d  
o o p  R o a d  a s  s h o w n  o n  t h e  d i a g r a m  a t t a c h e d  h e r e t o  a s  A p p e n d i x  A  w h i c h  i s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  h e r e i n  b y  
T e r e n c e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  r i g h t - o f - w a y  r e q u i r e d  f r o m  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  t o  s t r a i g h t e n  t h e  c u r v e  a t  m i l e p o s t  1 3 2  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 . 2 9  a c r e s  a s  s h o w n  i n  d e t a i l  o n  P a g e  1 o f  A p p e n d i x  B  a n d  l e g a l l y  d e s c r i b e d  o n  P a g e  2  o f  

p p e n d i x  B  w h i c h  i s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  h e r e i n  b y  r e f e r e n c e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  r i g h t - o f - w a y  r e q u i r e d  f r o m  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  t o  s t r a i g h t e n  t h e  c u r v e  a t  m i l e p o s t  1 3 3  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 1 . 2 3  a c r e s  a s  s h o w n  i n  d e t a i l  o n  P a g e  1 o f  A p p e n d i x  C  a n d  l e g a l l y  d e s c r i b e d  o n  P a g e  2  

' A p p e n d i x  C  w h i c h  i s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  h e r e i n  b y  r e f e r e n c e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  a  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  1 1 . 2 3  a c r e s  m a y  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  b e  u s e d  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a c c e s s  t o  n e a r b y  
n d s  o f  t h e  E k l u t n a  N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  b y  l e t t e r  d a t e d  F e b r u a r y  4 ,  2 0 0 0  t o  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  A s s e m b l y  E k l u t n a  N a t i v e  
? r p o r a t i o n  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  a b i d e  b y  a l l  m u n i c i p a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  p u r s u e  a l l  m u n i c i p a l  p r o c e s s e s  f o r  th<- 
v c l o p m e n r  o f  t h o s e  l a n d s  a n d  f u r t h e r  t o  c o n v e y  a d d i t i o n a l  l a n d  t o  b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  B e a c h  L a k e  P r . r k :

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  r i g h t - o f - w a y  w h i c h  w i l l  b e c o m e  s u r p l u s  a t  m i l e  p o s t  1 3 3  a n d  
r i c h  w i l l  b e  c o n v e y e d  l o  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n t o  B e a c h  L a k e  P a r k  i s  4 . 5 4  a c r e s  a s  s h o w n  
P a g e  1 o f  A p p e n d i x  C  w h i c h  i s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  h e r e i n  b y  r e f e r e n c e ;  a n d

H L HVAkR ail kd\H e*ch L ik e  AO  
Feb ruary 15. ZUO0 veriron
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W H E R E A S ,  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  i s  o b l i g a t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  4 5  U . S . C .  § 1 2 0 9 ( c )  t o  
t r a n s f e r  a b a n d o n e d  r i g h t - o f - w a y  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w h i c h  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e c o n v e y  t h e  l a n d  t o  o w n e r s  o f  
t h e  a d j a c e n t  p r i v a t e  l a n d ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  i n t e n d s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  v a l u a b l e  p u b l i c  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  n a m e l y ,  a  n e w  
g r a d e - s e p a r a t e d  c r o s s i n g  a t  B e a c h  L a k e  R o a d  a n d  a  n e w  p e d e s t r i a n  u n d e r p a s s  t o  c o n n e c t  t h e  B e a c h  L a k e  
t r a i l  s y s t e m  o n  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  R a i l r o a d  a l l  a s  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  
p a r k  l a n d s  t o  i t ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  A n c h o r a g e  O r d i n a n c e  N o .  8 4 - 1 9 9 ,  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ’ s  B e a c h  L a k e  P a r k  i s  
d e d i c a t e d  t o  p a r k  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s ,  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  w h i c h  m u s t  b e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  v o t e r s  o f  t h e  
V f u n i c i p a l i t y  p u r s u a n t  t o  A n c h o r a g e  M u n i c i p a l  C h a r t e r  § 1 0 . 0 2 ( 8 ) ;  n o w  t h e r e f o r e ,

r H E  A N C H O R A G E  A S S E M B L Y  O R D A I N S :

S e c t i o n  1 :  S u b j e c t  t o  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  S e c t i o n  2 .  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  a n d  C h a r t e r  § i  0 . 0 2 ( 8 ) ,
h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  s h a l l  c o n v e y  t h e  f e e  t i t l e  t o  t h e  l a n d s  o f  t h e  B e a c h  L a k e  P a r k  s h o w n  a n d  l e g a l l y  d e s c r i b e d  

A p p e n d i c e s  B  a n d  C  h e r e t o  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  t h e  f e e  
i m p l e  t i t l e  t o  t h e  r i g h t - o f - w a y  w h i c h  i s  t o  b e  a b a n d o n e d  a l s o  a s  s h o w n  a n d  l e g a l l y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  A p p e n d i x  

h e r e t o  a n d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n ' s  e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p u b l i c  
m p r o v e m c n t s :

a .  A  n e w  g r a d e - s e p a r a t e d  c r o s s i n g  a t  B e a c h  L a k e  R o a d  t o  A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
S t a t e  H i g h w a y  a n d  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  O f f i c i a l s  s t a n d a r d s  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  a n  u n d e r p a s s  
w i t h  a t  l e a s t  a  1 4 . 6  f o o t  h i g h  c l e a r a n c e ;  a n d

b .  M o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  B e a c h  L a k e  R o a d  c r o s s i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 8 0  f e e t  n o r t h  o f  m e  
e x i s t i n g  B e a c h  L a k e  R o a d  c r o s s i n g  a n d  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t e e p  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  c r o s s i n g ;  a n d

c .  A  p e d e s t r i a n  u n d e r p a s s  t o  c o n n e c t  t h e  B e a c h  L a k e  T r a i l  s y s t e m  o n  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  a n d  w h i c h  w i l l  a c c o m m o d a t e  d o g  m u s h e r s  a n d  t h e i r  t e a m s ,  s k i e r s  a n d  o t h e r  
u s e r s  o f  t h e  t r a i l  s y s t e m ;  a n d

d .  C o n t o u r i n g  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  l a n d s  c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  s a f e  
p e d e s t r i a n  a n d / o r  v e h i c u l a r  t r a f f i c  c o n n e c t i o n s  a n d  i n u l t i - u s c  a c c e s s .

e c t i o n  2 :  T h e  . M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  o b l i g a t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  i n  S e c t i o n  1 o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e
• M o w in g  c o n d i t i o n s  s u b s e q u e n t  w h i c h  s h a l l  o c c u r  o n  o r  b e f o r e  M a r c h  2 1 ,  2 0 0 0 :

a .  T h e  l a n d s  t o  b e  e x c h a n g e d  p u r s u a n t  h e r e t o  s h a l l  b e  a p p r a i s e d  b y  c o m p e t e n t  a p p r a i s e r  
t o  b e  s e l e c t e d  a n d  r e t a i n e d  b y  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ,  t h e  c o s t  o f  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  r e i m b u r s e d  
t o  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n .

b .  T h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  i t s  w r i t t e n  e n g i n e e r s ’ 
e s t i m a t e s  o f  c o s t  a n d  v a l u e  o f  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  S e c t i o n  1 a b o v e .

AO 2000-42(S) page 2.
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c . T h e  M u n i c i p a l  A s s e m b l y  s h a l l  b y  r e s o l u t i o n  m a k e  a  f i n d i n g ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  a p p r a i s a l  
a n d  e n g i n e e r s ’ e s t i m a t e ,  t h a t  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  
R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  e x c e e d s  t h e  f a i r  m a r k e t  v a l u e  o f  t h e  f e e  s i m p l e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  
p a r k  l a n d  t o  b e  c o n v e y e d  b y  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y .

S e c t i o n  3 :  T h a t ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  C h a r t e r  § 1 0 . 0 2 ( 8 ) ,  a  b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n  i n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f c r m
s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  o f  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  a t  t h e  r e g u l a r  m u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n  t o  b e  h e l d  
A p r i l  4 , 2 0 0 0 :

P r o p o s i t i o n ___________
A P P R O V I N G  C O N V E Y A N C E  O F  L A N D S  W T T H I N  B E A C H  L A K E  P A R K  T O  T H E  A L A S K A  

R A I L R O A D  C O R P O R A T I O N T O  S T R A I G H T E N  R A I L R O A D  C U R V E S  
A N D  C R E A T E  P O T E N T I A L  A C C E S S  T O  A D J A C E N T  L A N D S

S h a l l  .A n c h o r a g e  O r d i n a n c e  2 0 0 0 - 4 2 ( S )  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  c f  A n c h o r a g e  t o  
c o n v e y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 3 . 5 3 1  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  i n  B e a c h  L a k e  P a r k  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  
C o r p o r a t i o n  t o  s t r a i g h t e n  t r a c k  c u r v e s  a t  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  m i l e  p o s t s  1 3 2  a n d  1 3 3  t o  i m p r o v e  
s a f e l y  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  t o  c r e a t e  p o t e n t i a l  a c c e s s  t o  a d j a c e n t  l a n d s  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  t h e  
c o n v e y a n c e  t o  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  a b a n d o n e d  r i g h t - o f - w a y  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  v a l u a b l e  
p u b l i c  i m p r o v e m e n t s  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  b e  a p p r o v e d ?

Y e s  [  ]  N o  [  ]

e c t i o n  4 :  U p o n  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  l a n d s  t o  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  f h i s  o r d i n a n c e ,
l i d  l a n d s  a r e  h e r e b y  d e d i c a t e d  t o  p a r k  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s  a s  p a n  o f  B e a c h  L a k e  P a r k .

e c t i o n  5 :  T h e  P r o p o s i t i o n  s e t  f o r t h  i n  S e c t i o n  3  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  u p o n
T t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  a t  w h i c h  p r e s e n t e d  i f ,  b u t  o n l y  i f ,  s a i d  P r o p o s i t i o n  i s  a p p r o v e d  b y  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  
ie  q u a l i f i e d  v o t t  -s v o t i n g  o n  t h e  P r o p o s i t i o n .  A l l  o t h e r  S e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  
i m e d i a t e l y  u p o n  p a s s a g e  a n d  a p p r o v a l .

A . S S E D  A N D  A P P R O V E D  b y  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  A s s e m b l y  t h i s  d a y  o f ____________________________ . 2 0 0 0 .

C h a ir  o f  th e  A ssc m b lv
f T E S T :

u n ie ip a l C le rk
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L E G A L  D E S C R I P T I O N  
C I J R V E N o .  1 3 2  

P R O P O S E D  R I G H T - O F - W A Y

A  p o r t i o n  o T  t h e  S W  1 / 4 ,  S e c t i o n  2 4 ,  T o w n s h i p  1 5  N o r t h ,  R a n g e  2  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n .  

A n c h o r a g e  R e c o r d i n g  D i s t r i c t ,  A l a s k a  a n d  m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e s c r i b e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

C o m m e n c i n g  a t  t h e  o n e - q u a r t e r  ( 1 / 4 )  c o m e r  c o m m o n  t o  S e c t i o n  2 4  a n d  S e c t i o n  2 5 ,  T o w n s h i p  1 5  

N o r t h ,  R a n g e  2  W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n ,  A l a s k a ;  T h e n c e  N  8 9 ° 4 8 '  W  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e  b e t w e e n  S e c t i o n  

2 4  a n d  S e c t i o n  2 5  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  1 3 1 9 . 2 7  f e e t  t o  a  p o i n t  o n  t h e  c a s t c i i y  b o u n d a r y  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  

R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  R i g h t - o f - W a y  s h o w n  a s  C o t  1 o n  t h e  I  J n i t e d  S t a l e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  

B u r e a u o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  p l a t t i t i c d  " U . S .  S u r v e y  N o .  9 0 2 0 ,  A l a s k a ”  a n d  d a t e d  O c t o b e r  2 9 , 1 9 9 2 ,  

t h e  T R U E  P O I N T  O F  B E G I N N I N G ;  T h e n c e  N  3 3 ° 5 2 '  F . a l o n g  s a i d  e a s t e r l y  R i g h t - o f  W a y  a  

d i s t a n c e  o f 3 7 8 . 1 8  f e e t ;  T h e n c e  c o n t i n u i n g  a l o n g  s a i d  R i g h t - o f - W a y  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  4 2 9 . 5 4  f e e t  o n  

t h e  a r c  o f  a  c u r v e  l o  t h e  r i g h t ,  w i t h  a  r a d i u s  o f  1 0 3 1 . 9 0  f e e t ,  t h r o u g h  a  c e n t r a l  a n g l e  o f  2 3 ° 5 1 ' 0 0 "  a n d  

w h o s e  c h o r d  b e a r s  N  4 5 ° 4 7 ’ 3 0 "  E  a  d i s t a n c e  o f 4 2 6 . 4 5  f e e t ;  T h e n c e  c o n t i n u i n g  a l o n g  s a i d  R i g h t - o f -  

W a y  N  5 7 ° 4 3 ’ E  a  d i s t a n c e  o f 2 7 6 . 4 7  f e e t ;  T h e n c e  S  3 5 T 0 T 2 ”  W  a  d i s t a n c e  o f 4 9 1 . 9 4  l e e t ;  T h c n c c  

S  5 2 ° 3 6 ’ 0 0 "  W  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  5 8 7 . 6 1  f e e t  t o  t h e  T R U E  P O I N T  O F  B E G I N N I N G .  C o n t a i n i n g  9 ° , 6 2 0  

s q u a r e  f e e t  ( 2 . 2 9  a c r e s )  m o r e  o r  l e s s .
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L E G A L  D E S C R I P T I O N  
C U R V E  N o .  1 3 3  

P R O P O S E D  R I G H T - O F - W A Y

A  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  S E  1 / 4 , S e c t i o n  1 3 , a n d  t h e  N E  1 / 4 ,  S e c t i o n  2 4 ,  T o w n s h i p  1 5  N o r t h ,  R a n g e  2  W e s t ,  

S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n ,  A n c h o r a g e  R e c o r d i n g  D i s t r i c t ,  A l a s k a  a n d  m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e s c r i b e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

C o m m e n c i n g  a t  t h e  S e c t i o n  C o m e r  c o m m o n  t o  S e c t i o n s  i 3  a n d  2 4 ,  T o w n s h i p  1 5  N o r t h ,  R a n g e  2  

W e s t ,  a n d  S e c t i o n s  1 8  a n d  1 9 ,  T o w n s h i p  1 5  N o r t h ,  R a n g e  1 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n ,  A l a s k a ,  

m a r k e d  b y  a n  A l u m i n u m  B L M  M o n u m e n t  d a t e d  1 9 8 4 ;  T h e n c e  N  0 ° 0 4 ' 0 0 "  E  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e  b e t w e e n  

S e c t i o n  1 3 ,  T 1 5 N .  R 2 W ,  S M  a n d  S e c t i o n  1 8 ,  T 1 5 N ,  R I W ,  S M  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  3 7 1 . 7 6  T e e t  t o  t h e  

T R U E  P O I N T  O F  B F . G 1 N N I N G ;  T h e n c e  c o n t i n u i n g  a l o n g  s a i d  s e c t i o n  l i n e  N  0 ° 0 4 ' 0 0 "  E  a  d i s t a n c e  

o f  6 0 9 . 4 5  f e e t ;  T h e n c e  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  3 9 1 . 4 6  f e e l  o n  t h e  a r c  o f  a  c u r v e  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  w i t h  a  r a d i u s  o f  

5 7 7 9 . 5 8  f e e t ,  t h r o u g h  a  c e n t r a l  a n g l e  o f  3 ° 5 2 ' 5 l ' ' ,  a n d  w h o s e  c h o r d  b e a r s  S  3 0 o 0 4 ’ 2 5 "  W  a  d i s t a n c e  

o f  3 9 1 . 3 9  f e e t ;  T h e n c e  S 2 8 <’ 0 8 ' 0 0 "  W  a  d i s t a n c e  o f l 0 8 8 . 2 5  f e e t ;  T h e n c e  S  2 9 ° 3 0 ,0 0 ”  E  a  d i s t a n c e  

o f  1 0 8 . 1 3  f e e l ;  T h e n c e  S 2 8 ° 0 8 ' 0 0 ' '  W  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  2 9 0 . 4 1  f e e t ;  T h e n c e  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  8 7 5 . 3 8  f e e t  

o n  t h e  a r c  o f  a  c u r v e  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  w i t h  a  r a d i u s  o f  5 6 2 9 . 6 5  f e e t ,  t h r o u g h  a  c e n t r a l  a n g l e  o f  8 ° 5 4 ' 3 3 " ,  

a n d  w h o s e  c h o r d  b e a r s  S  3 2 ° 3 5 T 6 "  W  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  8 7 4 . 4 9  f e e t  t o  a  p o i n t  o n ,  a n d  t a n g e n t  t o ,  t h e  

n o r t h w e s t e r l y  b o u n d a r y  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  R i g h t - o f - W a y  s h o w n  a s  L o t  1 o n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  B u r e i r  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  p l a t  r i l l e d  " U . S .  S u r v e y  N o .  

9 0 2 0 ,  A l a s k a "  a n d  d a t e d  O c t o b e r  2 9 ,  1 9 9 2 ;  T h e n c e  N  3 7 ° 0 2 ' 3 3 "  E  a l o n g  s a i d  R i g h t - o f - W a y  a  

d i s t a n c e  o f 2 0 2 . 1 5  f e e t ;  T h c n c c  c o n t i n u i n g  a l o n g  s a i d  R i g h t - o f - W a y  a  d i s t a n c e  o f 5 2 1 . 0 8  f e e t  o n  t h e  

a r c  o f  a  c u r v e  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  w i t h  a  r a d i u s  o f l  5 2 8 . 4 4  f e e t ,  t h r o u g h  a  c e n t r a l  a n g l e  o f  I 9 ° 3 2 W ,  a n d  

w h o s e  c h o r d  b e a r s  N  4 6 ° 4 « 8 ' 3 3 "  E  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  5 1 8 . 5 6  f e e t ;  T h e n c e  c o n t i n u i n g  a l o n g  s a i d  R i g h t - o f -  

W a y  N  5 6 n 3 4 ’ 3 3 "  E  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  1 4 8 . 1 6  f e e t ;  T h e n c e  N  2 8 ° 0 8 ’ 0 0 "  F . a  d i s t a n c e  o f  1 3 2 3 . 8 1  f e e t  t o  
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March 20. 2000 ^  2000

The Honorable Loren Leman 
Alaska State Senate 
Room 417 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Leman1

The Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) has recently been contacted by a few 
Railroad leaseholders experiencing problems related to our land management policies 
governed by statute. Stipulations in state law limit ARRC’s ability to address many of 
these issues.

Alaska Statute 42.40 prohibits the ARRC from selling, exchanging, or otherwise 
conveying its land unless the legislature approves the action. By law, the ARRC can 
lease land for up to 35 years, but must reserve the unilateral right to terminate any 
lease with a term in excess of 35 years in the event the land is ever needed for railroad 
use.

This termination clause is currently affecting some 120 families in the T.i-Valley 
Subdivision in Healy, Alaska. The longest mortgage most lenders will issue to these 
families is 20 years due to the termination language. This shorter term makes the 
borrower's monthly payments much higher and reduces the affordability and saleability 
of subdivision homes.

Usibelli Coal Mine, who leases the Healy property from the Railroad and subleases lots 
to residents, is currently working to find a legislative solution to this problem. While the 
ARRC supports Usibelli's goal to attain an exemption from the 35 year lease limit, we 
would like to work with the state legislature toward a more comprehensive solution that 
would also help us address other concerns which arise on occasion.

We believe many of our real estate issues could be solved if the ARRC were given the. 
authority to issue longer term leases. Residents and businesses along the rail belt 
would be able to qualify for more affordable mortgage rates and would gain more 
freedom to plan long term.



Along that line, we would like to work with legislators this summer to study issues 
I'eidiiny Lo ihe ARRC's real estate policies. The goal would be to create legislation 
the 2001 session enabling the Railroad to better address our customer’s needs.

r

As we begin this process, it is important to note that the ARRC is approached 
periodically by individual leaseholders who would prefer to purchase the railroad land 
they currently lease. Approximately 50 percent of the Railroad’s net earnings are 
derived from real estate leases much like other railroad’s in the Lower 48. For that 
reason, selling railroad land could jeopardize the ARRC's long term ability to remain a 
self-sustaining state corporation. We trust that this issue will be taken into account 
when examining the ARRC’s real estate policies.

The ARRC has approximately 218 tenants. Our current policy is adequate for most of 
our tenants but leaves little room for flexibility. Longer lease options combined with 
other ideas that may surface from the study group could help the railroad better serve 
Alaskans.

Sincerely,

Preside.it and CEO, Alaska Railroad Corporation
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Alaska Railroad Corporation
Anchorage to Wasilla 

T r a c k  U p g r a d e s  a n d  R e a l i g n m e n t

Mission:
The Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) seeks to improve safety and efficiency of its 
operations by upgrading and realigning its track to reduce approximately 70 sharp 
curves between Anchorage and Wasilla.

Results:
Realignment of the track to reduce curvature will decrease the current running time 
from 95 minutes to less than 55 minutes from Anchorage to Wasilla making future 
commuter service more viable. The realignment project will increase the average train 
speed from 35 mph to approximately 50 mph in this section of track.

Straighter track is inherently safer due to reduced track and equipment wear, 
consistency in train handling, increased sight distance, and reduced maintenance 
requirements -  all leading to a reduced frequency of train derailments and lower 
operating costs.

Straigter track greatly enhances the Alaska Railroad’s freight and passenger 
operations. But more important to the communities neighboring (he Alaska Railroad, 
this project will build a safer rail corridor complete with upgraded rail crossings and 
pedestrian amenities.

Legislative Goal:
ARRC seeks legislative approval to convey the Corporation’s entire interest in certain 
lands in exchange for equivalent valued land with Elmendorf Air Force Base, Fort 
Richardson Army Base, Eklutna, Inc. and other entities. Lands to be obtained in the 
exchange are necessary for the realignment project.

No funds will be exchanged between the parties in this land trade agreement. 

Projected Cost:
$45 to $50 million (DOD, AM TRAK, ARRC)
The ARRC will use federal funding, designated for passenger rail line improvements, to 
help finance the track realignment project. The railroad will match these funds with its 
operating revenues.

Target Completion Date:
2003
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Elmendorf Air Force Base & Fort Richardson Army Base:

ARRC proposes to make track realignment improvements within an existing ten-mile 
section of mainline track just north of Anchorage (ARRC mile 117.35 to mile 127.5). 
This section of track traverses through Elmendorf Air Force Base and Fort Richardson 
and contains 25 curves with a curvature of more than two degrees (ten curves are over 
eight degrees). In terms of equipment and rail wear and tear as well as safety, the 
railroad industry g e n ia lly  strives for It ss curvature. For example, rail on a ten degree 
curve has 90% less rail life than rail on tangent track.

To straighten these curves, the ARRC must gain state and federal approval to 
exchange approximately 229 ARRC acres for approximately 225 military acres.

This route wili require constr iction of a new roadbed (subgrade) to accommodate 
double track widths, which refers to two sets of tracks constructed parallel to each other 
and having a minimum 15 foot separation between their centerline locations. Double 
tracking is necessary to better accommodate the increased number of passenger and 
freight trains that are being operated on the main line ARRC’s present and future 
business requires this capital improvement.
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Eklutna. Inc.:

The ARRC has entered into a memorandum of understanding with Eklutna, Inc. 
outlining the various property settlements agreed to by both parties.
(memorandum dated August 4, 1999 attached).

The ARRC and Eklutna, Inc. have agreed to exchange certain parcels of land for equal 
value. Eklutna, Inc. would recei' ~ approximately 384 acres (Parcel "C'VPowder 
Reserve). The ARRC would r  ,ve six parcels (approximately 65 acres) for track 
realignment near mile posts 1 .133, 140, 142,146, and 151, and enough land near
the Birchwood Airport to create in equitable exchange. Ail land values are being 
determined by a contracted, thiro party appraiser.
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C h u q a c h  A l a s k a  C o r p o r a t i o n :

The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT) has bid reconstruction of 
the Seward Highway from mile post 8 to 18. At approximately mile post 14, the Seward 
Highway crosses the Alaska Railroad. As part of the DOT’s highway relocation project, 
DOT will grade separate this crossing by building a highway overpass. The grade 
separation involves a realignment of the Alaska Railroad onto Chugach Alaska 
Corporation land.

To realign its track for DO T’s highway project and retain a 200 foot right-of-way, the 
ARRC will exchange land with Chugach Alaska Corporation. The ARRC will convey to 
Chugach Alaska Corporation 6.4 acres of railroad right-of-way (utility corridor) between 
railroad mile posts 14 and 15. Chugach Alaska Corporation will convey an equivalent 
interest in real property onto which the railroad utility corridor may be relocated.

Chugach Alaska Corporation will then grant DOT an easement in perpetuity so that 
DOT can reconstruct the Seward Highway. This will satisfy Chugach Alaska 
Corporation policy for a “no net loss” land exchange.

A memorandi ,i of understanding between DOT, ARRC and Chugach Alaska 
Corporation has been drafted. Once finalized, copies will be available.
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