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SENATE finance committee report

DATE: 1/28/00 FURTHER:

Date of 5-Day Notice: DATE TURNED .rr = .

(in accordance with Uniform Rule 23) INTO OFFICE: \Q r CjO
Finance Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 229

REGULATORY COMM. OF ALASKA/ AOGCC

and recommends: Senate Bill:
[ ] same title
[«/] be replaced with CS C : ] new title
- House Bill:
[ 1 adopt previous CS c [ ] same title
- [ ] technical title
[ ] attached amendment(s) [ ]new: SCR*_

[ 1 adopt Letter of Intent by _

[ 1 further referral to the__

[ ] APPROPRIATION - no liscal note sinclude fiscal notes accompanying Governor’s bill



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2000 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/12/8/00 8:43 AM

Title Employment of Hrg Examiners ¢»>Mediators
and Repealing Colocation of RCA & AOGCC

Sponsor Senator Pearce

AN

Dept. Affocted_

BRU

Component__

Requester Senate Finance

Component No.

(Thousands of Dollars)

Expenditures/Revenues

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2001
Personal Services 0.0
Travel 0.0
Contractual 0.0
Supplies 0.0
Equipment 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0
Miscellaneous (Moving Costs) 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | 0.0
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOUFICE

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mantal Health

Other (Regulatory Cost Charge) 0.0
TOTAL 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2000) cost:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata page if necessary)

HB 229 is lot expected to cause any increase to the agency's FYO1 budget.

Prepared by:  G. Nanette Thompson
Division

h
Approved by  Commissioner Deborah B. SedwiclrA”
Agencv Community & Economic Development

BILL NO. SB 229

DCED
RCA
RCA

2417

i/8/00 8:43 AM

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR"S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For furtlier distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office

(Rev 10w) ~000Inloim.»:vc va

Page 1 Of

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0 1

0.0
0.0

FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 00 L 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
I
(Thousands of Dollars)
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0
Phone 276-6222
al J |7 Dfie/Tinte 2/8/00 8:43 AM



SENATE FINANCI;\
COMMITTEE
Amendment Number: /

Bill N u m
Sponsory* S g”L. Date:

Logged In By: A/gZJb 0.

AMENDMENT

OFFERED IN THE SENATE BY SENATOR TORGERSON
TO: SB 229

1 Page 1, line 12 following “judges,”:



Votesheet. XLS

SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE
2000 COMMITTEE ACTION

Bill Number;
Amendment;
Motion]
I
Motion by I
Objection
Objection by
Removed |
Second Objection by
Committee Member
Senator Dave Donley
Senator Loren Leman
Senator Al Adams
Senator Gary Wilken
Senator Pete Kelly
Senator Lyda Green
Senator Randy Phillips
Co-Chair Sean Parnell
Co-Chair John Torgerson

Tally
Yea

Nay
Absent

MOTION:;

Page 1 of 1

Vote



IUip.7/tcak.slaic.ak.us/wa/[X)silion.nsf/...(Iblcl372d4;i89256'iro0075dd26?0OpcnDocumcnl

Finalized on

Approved by

State of Alaska
Class Specifications

Created By: Rachel Wilson on 08/20/97 at 01:27 PM
Category: Professional

Class Title: Hearing Officer

Class Code: P1925

Class Range: 21

Original Date: Original Comments:
11/16/85 ORIGINAL

Subsequent Revision Dates/Comments:

Last Update: Last Update Comments:

08/16/90 Title change and
broadened class concept
(KKG).

Definition:

Under administrative direction, independently performs investigations of alleged violations of
State statutes and/or regulations; conducts hearings, regarding complaints, petitions, or alleged

violation; and issues determinations.

Distinguishing Characteristics:

This class is distinguished from other hearing officer related classes which review decisions or
actions taken by other employees within the same organization, relating to a particular program
or service. This class is characterized by the variety of appeals and has responsibility for
reviewing and rendering decisions on actions taken by personnel in all State agencies and/or
outside State government, but within their jurisdiction.

Examples of Duties:

Presides over appeal hearings and maintains record of the hearings; administers oaths;
receives and marks documentary evidence; maintains order; issues subpoenas; rules on
admissibility of evidence; examines witnesses; determines use of past hearing briefs or

arguments; determines closing of the record.

Schedules hearings; determines scope of the hearing; arranges pre-hearing conference, if
necessary; may mediate between parties to attempt resolution of issues.

lof3 2/7/2000 11:07 AM



http://ic;ik.slalc.ak.us/wa/position.iisf/...db 1cf372d4uS92564fB0075dd26?OpcnDocumcu’

Investigates alleged violations and claims regarding state statutes and/or regulations; reviews
points on appeal; contacts affected parties; evaluates record and makes recommendations
whether to accept the filing for hearing or to reject the filing for lack of merit or procedural

deficiencies.

Drafts letter to affected parties setting out the reasons for the action to be taken.

Receives and evaluates all sworn testimony and documentary evidence and prepares a written
decision based on the facts as they relate to statutes and regulations governing the areas in

dispute.

Determines applications of laws and regulations; makes administrative decisions such as
evidentiary rulings, and preliminary motions.

Recommends changes in policies and practices to minimize future financial or legal jeopardy to
State.

Prepares the "record on appeal” if the Hearing Officer's decision is appealed to the courts.

Performs related work as assigned.

Knowledge, Skills and Abilities:

Thorough knowledge of statutes and regulations pertaining to various State appeal processes
and procedures.

Thorough knowledge of the rules of evidence, legal terminology, administrative or quasi-judicial
hearing procedures.

Ability to evaluate, interpret and apply complex laws, rules and regulations.

Ability to interview individuals to obtain factual information, analyze evidence, and draw logical
conclusions.

Ability to conduct quasi-judicial hearings.

Ability to communicate effectively, both orally and in writing, in a clear and concise manner.

Minimum Qualifications:
One year of experience presiding over adversarial hearings and writing decisions which are
directly appealable to superior court or to a court of competent jurisdiction.

OR
Five years of experience in a professional adversarial role involving complex legal or contractual

matters and authoring hearing memoranda or briefs. Experience must include extensive

advocacy before a neutral third party.

OR
Graduation from an accredited law school and one year of professional experience in

administrative or regulatory law.

2/7/2000 11:07 AM
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Required Job Qualifications:

The special note is to be used to explain any addition™ Jinformation an applicant might
need inorder to understand or answer questions about the minimum qualifications.

Special Note:

Minimum Qualification Questions:
Do you have one year of experience presiding over adversarial hearings and writing decisions
which are directly appealable to superior court or to a court of competent jurisdiction?

Or Substitution:
Do you have five years of experience in a professional adversarial role involving complex legal

or contractual matters and authoring hearing memoranda or briefs, including extensive advocacy
before a neutral third party?

Or Substitution:
Did you graduate from an accredited law school?

AND
Do you have one year of professional experience in administrative or regulatory law?

3 0C3 2/7/2000 11:07 AM
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Finalized on

Approved by

State of Alaska
Class Specifications

Created By: Adrienne Snow on 10/21/97 at 10:57 AM

Category: Professional
Class Title: Hearing Examiner
Class Code: P2380

Class Range: 24

Original Date: Original Comments:
10/16/74 ORIGINAL

Subsequent Revision Dates/Comments:

Last Update: Last Update Comments:
09/16/77 Revised Def. and MQs.
Definition:

Under general direction, conducts hearings and prepares proposed decisions on formal
proceedings related to the substantive rights and obligations of persons, including corporations,

subject to the provisions of the laws administered by the agency.

Distinguishing Characteristics:

Examples of Duties:
Presides over formal hearings and processes complex ex parte matters on complaints or

applications filed with the agency or investigations instituted for the agency.

Instructs parties as to their rights.

Issues subpoenas, administers oaths, examines witnesses and receives documentary evidence.

Hears arguments, directs or permits the filing of briefs and makes ruling prior to submission of
assigned matters.

Consults with agency staff members on technical subjects.

Analyzes pleadings in preparation for hearings and determines the need for, and holds

2/7/2000 |i :06 AM
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pre-hearing conferences; analyzes and evaluates facts and pertinent laws, and exercises
independent judgment in preparation and issuance of reports and findings.

Prepares and recommends drafts of opinions, decisions, orders and recommendations for
consideration by the agency.

Advises agency officials on needed changes in hearing procedures and rules.

Performs other related duties.

Knowledge, Skills and Abilities:

Dependent on the agency to which assigned:

Knowledge of laws governing the agency and law administered by it, and the judicial
interpretation of such laws; rules and regulations of the agency; the conduct of formal hearings
and proceedings; rules of evidence and procedure before the hearing body; administrative and
constitutional law applicable to the agency; basic principles of organization, structure and
classification; valuation of industry operating properties, and rate fixing procedures.

Ability to conduct proceedings or formal administrative hearings involving controversial issues;
do the research on problems which arise in connection with hearings; analyze a variety of
controversial problems in the light of applicable principles and precedents and exercise
independent judgment in arriving at findings of fact and conclusions of law; make accurate
summaries of evidence and prepare examiners' reports, opinions, and findings; present written
statements of fact, law, and argument clearly and logically; conduct ;air and impartial hearings;

analyze situations accurately and effectively.

Minimum Qualifications:
Graduation from a law school approved by the American Bar Association.

AND
Two years of legal or quasi-judicial experience.

Required Job Qualifications:

The special note is to be used to explain any additional information an applicant might
need in order to understand or answer questions about the minimum qualifications.

Special Note:

Minimum Qualification Questions:
Have you graduated from a law school approved by the American Bar Association?

AND
Do you have two years of legal or quasi-judicial experience?

2/7/2000 11:06 AM



*Sec.25. REPORT CONCERNING RESTRUCTURING OF THE ALASKA OIL AND GAS
CONSERVATION COMMISSION AND THE REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA.
The Legislative Budgetand Audit Com mittee shall prepare a reportconsidering the functions of
the Regulatory Commission of Alaska and the Alaska Oiland Gas Conservation Com mission. The
reportmustaddress whether itisin the bestinterestofthe state to merge the Regulatory
Commission ofAlaska and the Alaska Oiland Gas Conservation Commission into a single
commission and whether itisin the state's bestinterestto restructure the functions ofthe two
commissions. The reportshallbedelivered to the governorand the legislature by the firstday of
the second session ofthe Twenty-First Alaska State Legislature.

*Sec.26. M ANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEM . The Regulatory Commission ofAlaska
shalldevelop itsmanagementinformation system and make the system accessible to the general
public through the Internet for the purpose oftracking, scheduling,and managing all dockets

within the com mission.

S * Sec.27.LOCATION OFTHE ALASKA OIL AND GASCONSERVATION COMMISSION, (a)
'0Qijjp.prinCipal office of the Alaska Oiland Gas Conservation Com mission shallmove to the same
location as the principal office ofthe Regulatory Comm ission ofAlaska as soon as feasible, butin

any case,no later than July 1,2000.

(b) Assoon as the Alaska Oiland Gas Conservation Com mission moves to the same location as
the Regulatory Com mission ofAlaska, the two commissions shall share record keeping facilities

and clerical staff,

*Sec. 28 TERM S AND INITIAL APPOINTMENTS, (a)Notwithstanding AS 42.05.030, the
termsofmembers of the Alaska Public Utilities Com mission expire atthe close of business on

June 30,1999,
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Finalized on

Approved by

State of Alaska
Class Specifications

Created BY: Rachel Wilson on 08/20/97 at 01:27 PM

Category: Professional
Class Title: Hearing Officer
Class Code: P1925

Class Range: 21

Original Date: Original Comments:
11/16/85 ORIGINAL

Subsequent Revision Dates/Comments:

Last Update: Last Update Comments:

08/16/90 Title change and
broadened class concept
(KKG).

Definition:

Under administrative direction, independently performs investigations of alleged violations of
State statutes and/or regulations; conducts hearings, regarding complaints, petitions, or alleged

violation; and issues determinations.

Distinguishing Characteristics:

This class is distinguished from other hearing officer related classes which review decisions or
actions taken by other employees within the same organization, relating to a particular program
or service. This class is characterized by the variety of appeals and has responsibility for
reviewing and rendering decisions on actions taken by personnel in all State agencies and/or

outside State government, but within their jurisdiction.

Examples of Duties:

Presides over appeal hearings and maintains record of the hearings; administers oaths;
receives and marks documentary evidence; maintains order; issues subpoenas; rules on
admissibility of evidence; examines witnesses; determines use of past hearing briefs or

arguments; determines closing of the record.

Schedules hearings; determines scope of the hearing; arranges pre-hearing conference, if
necessary; may mediate between parties to attempt resolution of issues.

Snnnnr\ 11 e o+
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Investigates alleged violations and claims regarding state statutes and/or regulations; reviews
points on appeal; contacts affected parties; evaluates record and makes recommendations
whether to accept the filing for hearing or to reject the filing for lack of merit or procedural

deficiencies.

Drafts letter to affected parties setting out the reasons for the action to be taken.

Receives and evaluates all sworn testimony and documentary evidence and prepares a written
decision based on the facts as they relate to statutes and regulations governing the areas in

dispute.

Determines applications of laws and regulations; makes administrative decisions such as
evidentiary rulings, and preliminary motions.

Recommends changes in policies and practices to minimize future financial or legal jeopardy to
State.

Prepares the "record on appeal” if the Hearing Officer's decision is appealed to the courts.

Performs related work as assigned.

Knowledge, Skills and Abilities:

Thorough knowledge of statutes and regulations pertaining to various State appeal processes
and procedures.

Thorough knowledge of the rules of evidence, legal terminology, administrative or quasi-judicial
hearing procedures.

Ability to evaluate, interpret and apply complex laws, rules and regulations.

Ability to interview individuals to obtain factual information, analyze evidence, and draw logical
conclusions.

Ability to conduct quasi-judicial hearings.

Ability to communicate effectively, both orally and in writing, in a clear and concise manner.

Minimum Qualifications:
One year of experience presiding over adversarial hearings and writing decisions which are
directly appealable to superior court or to a court of competent jurisdiction.

OR
Five years of experience in a professional adversarial role involving complex legal or contractual

matters and authoring hearing memoranda or briefs. Experience must include extensive

advocacy before a neutral third party.

OR
Graduation from an accredited law school and one year of professional experience in

administrative or regulatory law.

" ANNN «»
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Required Job Qualifications:

The special note is to be used to explain any additional information an applicant might
need in order to understand or answer questions about the minimum qualifications.

Special Note:

Minimum Qualification Questions:
Do you have one year of experience presiding over adversarial hearings and writing decisions
which are directly appealable to superior court or to a court of competent jurisdiction?

Or Substitution:
Do you have five years of experience in a professional adversarial role involving complex legal

or contractual matters and authoring hearing memoranda or briefs, including extensive advocacy
before a neutral third party?

Or Substitution:
Did you graduate from an accredited law school?

AND
Do you have one year of professional experience in administrative or regulatory law?
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Finalized on

Approved by

State of Alaska
Class Specifications

Created By: Adrienne Snow on 10/21/97 at 10:57 AM
Category: Professional

Class Title: Hearing Examiner

Class Code: P2380

Class Range: 24

Original Date: Original Comments:
10/16/74 ORIGINAL

Subsequent Revision Dates/Comments:

Last Update: Last Update Comments:
09/16/77 Revised Def. and MQs.
Definition:

Under general direction, conducts hearings and prepares proposed decisions on formal
proceedings related to the substantive rights and obligations of persons, including corporations,

subject to the provisions of the laws administered by the agency.

Distinguishing Characteristics:

Examples of Duties:
Presides over formal hearings and processes complex ex parte matters on complaints or
applications filed with the agency or investigations instituted for the agency.

Instructs parties as to their rights.
Issues subpoenas, administers oaths, examines witnesses and receives documentary evidence.

Hears arguments, directs or permits the filing of briefs and makes ruling prior to submission of
assigned matters.

Consults with agency staff members on technical subjects.

Analyzes pleadings in preparation for hearings and determines the need for, and holds

mnono 1, W. A»
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pre-hearing conferences; analyzes and evaluates facts and pertinent laws, and exercises
independent judgment in preparation and issuance of reports and findings.

Prepares and recommends drafts of opinions, decisions, orders and recommendations for
consideration by the agency.

Advises agency officials on needed changes in hearing procedures and rules.

Performs other related duties.

Knowledge, Skills and Abilities:

Dependent on the agency to which assigned:

Knowledge of laws governing the agency and law administered by it, and the judicial
interpretation of such laws; rules and regulations of the agency; the conduct of formal hearings
and proceedings; rules of evidence and procedure before the hearing body; administrative and
constitutional law applicable to the agency; basic principles of organization, structure and
classification; valuation of industry operating properties, and rate fixing procedures.

Ability to conduct proceedings or formal administrative hearings involving controversial issues;
do the research on problems which arise in connection with hearings; analyze a variety of
controversial problems in the light of applicable principles and precedents and exercise
independent judgment in arriving at findings of fact and conclusions of law; make accurate
summaries of evidence and prepare examiners' reports, opinions, and findings; present written
statements of fact, law, and argument clearly and logically; conduct fair and impartial hearings;

analyze situations accurately and effectively.

Minimum Qualifications:
Graduation from a law school approved by the American Bar Association.

AND
Two years of legal or quasi-judicial experience.

Required Job Qualifications:

The special note is to be used to explain any additional information an applicant might
need in order to understand or answer questions about the minimum qualifications.

Special Note:

Minimum Qualification Questions:
Have you graduated from a law school approved by the American Bar Association?

AND
Do you have two years of legal or quasi-judicial experience?

nnnnn 1i N\ **



*Sec.25.REPORT CONCERNING RESTRUCTURING OFTHE ALASKA OIL AND GAS
CONSERVATION COMMISSION AND THE REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA.
The Legislative Budgetand Audit Committee shall prepare areportconsidering the functions of
the Regulatory Commission ofAlaska and the Alaska Oiland Gas Conservation Com mission. The
reportmustaddress whetheritisin the bestinterestofthe state to merge the Regulatory
Commission of Alaska and the Alaska Oiland Gas Conservation Com mission into a single
commission and whether ifisin the state's bestinterestto restructure the functions ofthe two
commissions. The reportshall bedelivered to the governorand the legislature by the firstday of
the second session ofthe Twenty-First Alaska State Legislature.

*Sec.26. MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEM .The Regulatory Commission ofAlaska
shall develop its managementinformation system and make the system accessible to the general
public through the Internetfor the purpose oftracking,scheduling,and managing all dockets

within the com mission.

*Sec.27.LOCATION OFTHE ALASKA OIL AND GASCONSERVATION COMMISSION, (a)
Theprincipaloffice ofthe Alaska Oiland Gas Conservation Com mission shall move to the same
location as the principaloffice ofthe Regulatory Commission of Alaska as soon as feasible, butin

any case,no later than July 1,2000.

(h) Assoon as the Alaska Oiland Gas Conservation Com mission moves to the same location as
the Regulatory Com mission of Alaska, the two commissions shallshare record keeping facilities

and clerical staff.

*Sec.28. TERM S AND INITIAL APPOINTMENTS, (a) Notwithstanding AS 42.05.030, the
terms ofmembers ofthe Alaska Public Utilities Com mission expire at the close of business on

June 30,1999,
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SENATE finance committee report

DATE: 4/6/00 FURTHER:

g:‘girted out of HM-B -‘-UKMH / /

INTO OFFICE: V/P/De

Finance Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 235

APPROVING TRANSFER OF RAILROAD LAND

and recommends:
[ *T'Same title

Senate Bill:

AM

Fiscal

[i*be replaced with Cze2n ) [ ] new title
- House Bill:
[ ] adopt previous X ) [ ] same title
[ ] technical title
[ ] attached amendment(s) [ ] new: SCR*
[ 1 adopt Letter of Intent by _
[ 1 further referral to the Committee
SIGtyfNG DO PASHf DP , OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS NR DNP
Y U
.................................... pP—
a
ULXX - "
Co-Chair: Co-Chair;
Co-Chair: Co-Chair:
NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):*
Department Date Zero  Fiscal Department Date  Zero
> AN

[ 1] APPROPRIATION -- no fiscal note

¢include fiscal notes accompanying Governor's bill
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LRIDAJT CF
S W isfe Q- FISCALNOTE Vo._jl_ , S
STATE OF ALASKA Bill Version: £ & 3-3£(Tfey
;S) Publish Date: 3/3/go—

2000 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note If correction) %Nﬁlﬂj

Title Track Realignment
Q "component”
Hﬂ' Senator Loren Leman
" ARRC Component No.

enditure*/Revepue™ . . Thousands of Dollars)
AR e P s )

0 00 00 0 0 0

00 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of any current year (FY2000) cost;

POQITIONS
Full-time
Pen-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:  (Attscn a separate page rtnecessary)

CSSB 235 will create no fiscal impact to the state's general fund or to the Alaska Railroad Corporation
(ARRC). The ARRC will convey the Corporation's entire Interest In certain lands In exchange for
equivalent valued land with EImendorf Air Force Base, Fort RichardGon, EkJutna, Inc. and other entities.
No funds will be exchanged between the parties in this land trade legislation.

e I

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

Fcr krrther distribution Information, call tha Oovomor't Leglsliliva Offic*
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WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT
1-1.51282\S
Utermohle
4/8/00
CS FOR SENATE BILL NO.235( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE -SECOND SESSION
BY
Offered:
Referred:
Sponsors): SENATORS LEMAN, Wilken, Taylor
A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act authorizing the exchange of Jland between the Alaska Railroad
Corporation and Eklutna, Inc., between the Alaska Railroad Corporation and the
United States Department of the Army and the United States Department of the
Air Force, between the Alaska Railroad Corporation and Chugach Alaska
Corporation, and between the Alaska Railroad Corporation and Municipality
of Anchorage; authorizing the transfer of land between Alaska Railroad mileposts
133 and 134 from the Alaska Railroad Corporation to certain named individuals;
transfers of public land or grants or conveyances of interest In public

relating to

land among the Alaska Railroad Corporation, the Department or
and Public Facilities, and the Department of Natural Resources
widen the Seward Highway, to relocate railroad facilities, and to
utility facilities from Potter Station to Girdwood; and providing

-1-

New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]

relocate

for an

Transportation

to relocate or

adjacent

effective

CSSB 235( )



WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 1-L51282\S

date."

B E T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

Article 1. Land Exchanges Between Alaska Railroad
Corporation and Eklutna, Inc., Department of Army and
Department of Air Force, Chugach Alaska Corporation, and
Municipality of Anchorage; Transferofland to Certain Individuals.

7 * Section 1. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new

8 section to read:

9 APPROVAL OF THE TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY TO EKLUTNA,INC. (a)
10 The Alaska Railroad Corporation is authorized to convey the corporation’'s entire interest in
11 approximately 384 acres of rail land within Tract 39 of Dependent Resurvey of Rectangular
12 Survey of Township 15 North, Range 2 West, Seward Meridian, officially filed November 10,
13 1992, to Eklutna, Inc., in exchange for the conveyance to the corporation by Eklutna, Inc., of
14 approximately 65 acres of land adjacent to the railroad utility corridor at railroad mileposts
15 129, 130, 133, 140, 142, 146, and 151 and sufficient additional acreage east of Birchwood
16 Adirport and adjacent to the railroad between miles 134.5 and 136.3 to equalize the value of
17 lands exchanged.

18 (b) The conveyances described in this section are made for the purpose of realignment
19 ofrailroad track to improve operating efficiency and enhance safety.
20 (¢c) The land conveyed by Eklutna, Inc. to the Alaska Railroad Corporation shall be
21 held and managed by the corporation in accordance with AS 42.40.
22 (d) This section constitutes legislative approval under AS 42.40.285(1) for the Alaska

23 Railroad Corporation to convey its entire interest in the land described in (a) of this section.

24 * Sec. 2. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section
25  to read:
26 APPROVAL OF THE TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY TO THE UNITED

21 STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY AND THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT
28 OF THE AIR FORCE, (a) The Alaska Railroad Corporation is authorized to convey the

29 corporation’'s entire interest in pproximately 229 acres of railroad utility corridor between

30 railroad mileposts 118 and 127.5, within Township 13 North, Range 3 West, Seward Meridian,

2

CSSB 235( ) 2
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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22
23
24
25
26
217
28
29
30

31

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 1-LS1282\S

Township 14 North, Range 3 West, Seward Meridian, and Township 14 North, Range 2 W est,
Seward Meridian to the United States Department of the Army and the United States
Department of the Air Force in exchange for the conveyance of approximately 227 acres of
land in the same vicinity to the corporation by the United States.

(b) The conveyances described in this section are made for the purpose of realignment
of railroad track to improve operating efficiency and enhance safety.

(¢c) The land conveyed by the United States to the Alaska Railroad Corporation shall
be held and managed by the corporation in accordance with AS 42.40.

(d) This section constitutes legislative approval under AS 42.40.285(1) for the Alaska
Railroad Corporation to convey its entire interest in the land described in (a) of this section.

* Sec. 3. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section
to read:

APPROVAL OF THE TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY TO CHUGACH ALASKA
CORPORATION, (a) Contingent upon the conveyance to the Alaska Railroad Corporation
by the Chugach Alaska Corporation of an equivalent interest in real property onto which the
railroad utility corridor may be relocated, the Alaska Railroad Corporation is authorized to
convey the corporation’s entire interest in approximately 6.4 acres of railroad utility corridor
between railroad mileposts 14 and 15, within Township 2 North, Range 1 East, Sections 6 and
7, Seward Meridian, to the Chugach Alaska Corporation.

(b) The conveyances described in this section are made for the purpose of realignment
of the railroad to allow relocation of the Seward Highway by the Department of
Transportation and Public Facilities to improve highway operations and enhance safety.

(¢c) Land conveyed by the Chugach Alaska Corporation to the Alaska Railroad
Corporation shall be held and managed by the Alaska Railroad Corporation in accordance with
AS 42.40.

(d) This section constitutes legislative approval under AS 42.40.285(1) for the Alaska
Railroad Corporation to convey its entire interest in the land described in (a) of this section.

*Sec. 4. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section
to read:

APPROVAL OF THE TRANSFER OF CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY WITHIN THE

MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE, (a) Contingent upon the approval of the conveyance

3- CSSB 235( )
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of affected municipal park land by the voters of the Municipality of Anchorage, the Alaska
Railroad Corporation is authorized to convey the corporation’s entire interest in
(L) approximately 4.5 acres of railroad utility corridor between railroad
mileposts 133 and 134, within Township 15 North, Range 2 West, Sections 13 and 24, Seward
M eridian, to the Municipality of Anchorage in exchange for the conveyance of approxim ately
13.6 acres of land in the same vicinity to the corporation by the Municipality of Anchorage;
(2) approximately 5.1 acres of railroad utility corridor between railroad
mileposts 133 and 134, within Township 15 North, Range 2 West, Sections 13 and 24, Seward
M eridian, to Richard and Carol Drebert, Harry and Simone Thomson, and Richard Moore or
their personal representatives, successors, or assigns; each to receive that portion of the
railroad utility corridor immediately adjacent to their respective parcels of land.
(b) The conveyances described in this section are made for the purpose of realignment
ofrailroad track to improve operating efficiency and enhance safety.
(c) The land conveyed by the Municipality of Anchorage to the Alaska Railroad
Corporation shall be held and managed by the corporation in accordance with AS 42.40.

(d) This section constitutes legislative approval under AS 42.40.285(1) for the Alaska
Railroad Corporation to convey its entire interest in the land described in (a) of this section.
Article 2. Potter Station to Girdwood.

* Sec.5. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section

to read:

FINDINGS AND POLICY REGARDING CHUGACH STATE PARK, (a) The

legislature finds that

(1) the Seward Highway within the Chugach State Park from Potter Station to
Girdwood is the sole highway link between the Kenai Peninsula and the rest of this state, an
interstate highway on the national highway system, and a national scenic byway;

(2) the Seward Highway within the Chugach State Park is affected by
avalanches and other potential operational problems;

(3) relocation or widening of the Seward Highway to avoid some of the
operational problems will require relocation of some adjacent railroad and utility facilities; and

(4) relocation of railroad facilities within the Chugach State Park will allow

some areas o.f the railroad track to be straightened.

CSSB 235( ) 4
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(b) It is the policy of the state that relocation or widening of the Seward Highway or
relocation of railroad facilities within the Chugach State Park is appropriate and may be

accomplished without significantly adversely affecting the purposes for which Chugach State

Park was established.

* Sec. 6. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section
to read:

CHUGACH STATE PARK LAND TRANSFERS AND CONVEYANCES, (a)
Notwithstanding AS 41.21.120 - 41.21.125, the commissioner of natural resources may, for
the purpose of relocation or widening of all or portions of the Seward Highway or relocation
ofrailroad facilities within the Chugach State Park, and upon a finding by the commissioner
that any grant or conveyance for that purpose would not significantly adversely affect the

purposes for which the Chugach State Park was established,

(L) granta highway easement to the Department of Transportation and Public
Facilities;

(2) convey a property interest in land to the Alaska Railroad Corporation to
allow relocation of the Alaska Railroad:

(3) grant utility easements; and

(4) receive land or interests in land in exchange for land or interests in land

granted or conveyed under (1), (2), or (3) of this subsection.

(b) A grantorconveyance made under (a) of this section may not exceed the interest
needed to relocate or widen the Seward Highway or relocate railroad facilities within the
Chugach State Park and to construct, repair, and maintain the relocated or widened highway
and the relocated railroad or utility.

(c) A property interest conveyed to the Alaska Railroad Corporation under (a)(2) of
this section shall be held and managed by the corporation in accordance with AS 42.40.

(d) Land or an interest in land received by the commissioner under (a)(4) of this
section shall be designated as part of Chugach State Park.

* Sec. 7. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section

to read:

ALASKA RAILROAD LAND TRANSFERS AND CONVEYANCES.

Notwithstanding AS 42.40.285, the Alaska Railroad Corporation may, for the purpose of the

-5- CSSB 235( )
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relocation or widening of the Seward Highway or relocation of Alaska Railroad facilities

within the Chugach State Park, and relocation of adjacent utility facilities, transfer land or
convey interests in land in exchange for land or interests in land conveyed to the corporation.

* Sec. 8. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section

to read:

IDENTIFICATION OF STATE PARK LAND OR INTERESTS IN LAND BEING

TRANSFERRED OR CONVEYED UNDER SECTIONS 5 -7 OF THIS ACT. By the first

day of the First Regular Session of the Twenty-Second Alaska State Legislature, or as soon

as possible after that date, the governor shall

(L) identify any land being transferred under secs. 5 - 7 of this Act that

requires amendment to statutes describing the Chugach State Park; and

(2) submit to the legislature any legislation needed to make those statutory

amendments.

* Sec. 9. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

6
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Senator Loren Leman

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN CS SB235 (TRA) (1-LSN1282\N)AND CS SB235 ()
(1-LSN1282VS)

Note: Page and line numbers referlo CS SB235 ( ) (L-LSN1282\S)

. Page 1, line 8
New language added:

relating to transfers of public land or grants or conveyances of interestin public
land among the Alaska Railroad Corporation, the DepartmentofTransportation
and Public Facilities, and the Departmentof Natural Resources to relocate or widen
the Seward Highw ay, to relocate railroad facilities, and to relocate adjacent utility
facilities from Potter Station to Girdwood; and providing for an effective date.

Explanation: this added language allows for the exchanges of properly interests between
the Alaska Railroad Corporation, the DepartmentofTransportation and Public Facilities,
and the Department of Natural Resources for the purpose ofrelocating or widening the
Seward Highway from Potter Station to Girdwood.

« Adds Section 5, page 4, line 19

Explanation: section 5 discusses the importance of the Seward Highway as the sole
highway link between the Kenai Peninsula and the rest of the stale. Certain portions of
the highway within the Chugach Slate Park are affected by avalanches and other potential
operational problems, thus making it necessary to relocate and widen the Seward
Highway. Certain portions of adjacent railroad and utility facilities must also be
relocated making straightened track also possible.

« Adds Section 6, page 5, line 5

Explanation: this section gives legislative approval lo the Com missionerof the
Departmentof Natural Resources to modify the boundaries of Chugach State Park for the
purpose of the relocating or widening of the Seward Highway. The grants and
conveyances may notexceed that needed for the widening and relocation project within
the Park. The land received by the Commissioner will then be designated as part of

Chugach State Park.

« Adds Section 7, page 5, line 2§

Sciinlor_l-orcnJ.emnn@Ic£lvsliti;.;ik.iis + tvmv.:ikrcpublic;ui ..org/l.cm;m.htm

Ourlnj; Interim, lime - Decemlier;
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Anchr'i-g, Alaska 99501

(907) 209-02-10
209-02-12 iax



Explanation: this section allows the Alaska Railroad Corporation to exchange land or
interests in land foi land conveyed lo the corporation for the purpose of relocating or
widening the Seward Highway orrelocating Alaska Railioad facilities within the

Chugach State Park.

¢« Adds Section 8, page 6, line 4

Explanation: this section requires that the governor identify any land being transferred
under sections 5 - 7 ofthis Act that necessitates change tocurrent statute dealing with
Chugach State Park. It also requires the governorto submitto the legislature the
necessary legislation to make those statutory amendments.

¢« Adds Section 9, page 6, line 14

Explanation: this section provides an immediate effective date.
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Senator Loren Leman

Sponsor Statementfor CSSB 235 ( ) (Draft1-LS1282\S)

CSSB 235 ( ) authorizes the Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC ) to enterinto several land exchange and
transfer agreements needed for a track upgrade and realignment project between Anchorage and W asilla,

and a highway project near Seward. Italso gives the Com missionerofthe DepartmentofNatural Resources
(DNR) authority to relocate, manage and modify existing rightof ways for the ARRC and highway utilities

within the Chugach State Park.

The ARRC wants to improve the safety and efficiency of its operations by upgrading and realigning its track
to reduce 70 sharp curves between Anchorage and W asilla. To accomplish this, ARRC needs legislative
approval under AS 42.40.285 to convey the Corporation's interest in selected lands to certain private
landowners, and to exchange several parcels of land with the Air Force and Army on EIlmendorfand Fort
Richardson; Eklutna, Inc.; and the Municipality of Anchorage. The legislation also authorizes a land
exchange with the Chugach Alaska Corporation for the Departmentof Transportation and Public Facilities’

highway relocation project near Sew ard.

Straighter track is inherently safer due to reduced track and equipment wear, consistency in train handling,
increased sight distance, and reduced maintenance requirements. Realignment of the track to reduce
curvature will decrease the running time between Anchorage and W asilla from 95 minutes to less than 55
minutes. This makes future rail commuterservice between Anchorage and M al-Su more viable, which
could lead to a reduction in traffic growth on the highway. Ultimately, fewerautomobiles will reduce the
impacton the Glenn and Parks Highways and may lessen some demand for future road maintenance and

capital improvements.

The track upgrade and realignment will also reduce train gridlock, create morejobs for Alaskans through
additional freight and passengerservice, and build a betterinfrastructure to support future econom ic
development in Alaska. Communities neighboring the Alaska Railroad will benefit from upgrades to
vehicle crossings and additional public access amenities designed lo enhance safety and access across the
tracks. Service to the northern end of the railbelt will be improved.

The proposed track improvements are supported by the Alaska State ChamberofCommerce, Alaska
Visitors Association, Resource Development Council, Chugiak-Eagle River ChamberofCommerce, Palmer
ChamberofCommerce, Wasilla ChamberofCommerce, Anchorage Economic Development Corporation,
M atanuska-Susitna Convention and Visitors Bureau, Anchorage Convention and Visitors Bureau, and the

City of Wasilla.

CSSB 235 ( ) also allows the Commissionerofthe Department of Natural Resources lo modify the
boundaries of Chugach Stale Park to relocate or widen the Seward Highway to reduce avalanche danger and

otherpotential operational problems.

Scnalor_Lorcn_l.cnian@lcgis.sinlc.ak.us « www.akrcpublicans.org/Lcinan.him
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This legislation authorizes the Department of Natural Resources to exchange lands with the Departmentof
Transportation and Public Facilities, the Alaska Railroad and utilities in order to modify, improve, upgrade
and enhance easements, as necessary, instead of coming to the legislature for approval for each separate

project.

Transfers of Park land would be contingent upon the findings of the Com missioner that the exchanges
would notsignificantly affect the purposes of the Park. The land transfer would be limited to the amount
necessary for the relocation. Al new lands received in exchange for formerparkland would become partoi
Chugach State Park. This bill will provide for the continued upgrading and increased safety along one of

ourstate's most traveled highways.

Prepared by W hitney Highland, O ffice of Senator Loren Leman (465-3723)
Lastupdated: April 10,2000
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Senator Loren Leman

Sponsor Statement- CSSB 235 (TRA)

CSSB 235 (TRA) authorizes the Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) to enter into several
land exchange and transfer agreements needed for a track upgrade and realignment project.

The ARRC wants to improve safety and efficiency of its operations by upgrading and
realigning its track to reduce 70 sharp curves between Anchorage and Wasilla. To
accomplish this project, ARRC needs legislative approval under AS 42.40.285 to convey the
Corporation’s entire interest in selected lands to certain private landowners, and to exchange
several parcels of land with the Air Force and Army on ElImendorfand Fort Richardson;
Eklutna, Inc.; Chugach Alaska Corporation; and the Municipality of Anchorage. The land
exchanges and transfers are necessary for the ARRC’s realignment project and the
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities’ highway relocation project near Seward.

Slraighter track is inherently safer due to reduced track and equipment wear, consistency in
train handling, increased sight distance, and reduced maintenance requirements.
Realignment of the track to reduce curvature will decrease the running time between
Anchorage and Wasilla from 95 minutes to less than 55 minutes. This makes future rail
commuter service between Anchorage and Mat-Su more viable, which could lead to a
reduction in traffic growth on the highway. Ultimately, fewer automobiles will reduce the
impact on the Glenn and Parks Highways and may lessen some demand for future road
maintenance and capital improvements.

The track upgrade and realignment will also reduce train gridlock, create morejobs for
Alaskans through additional freight and passenger service, and build a better infrastructure
to support future economic development in Alaska. Communities neighboring the Alaska
Railroad will benefit from upgrades to vehicle crossings and additional public access
amenities designed to enhance safety and access across the tracks. Service to the northern

end of the railbelt will be improved.

The proposed track improvements are supported by the Alaska State Chamber of Commerce,
Alaska Visitors Association, Resource Development Council, Chugiak-Eagle River
Chamber of Commerce, Palmer Chamber of Commerce, Wasilla Chamber of Commerce,
Anchorage Economic Development Corporation, Matanuska-Susitna Convention and
Visitors Bureau, Anchorage Convention and Visitors Bureau, and the City of Wasilla.

Prepared by Whitney Ili*lilnnd, Office of Senator Loren Leman (465-3723)
Last updated: March 6, 2000
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Sent Gy: ARRC CORPORATE: OFFICE; 907 265 2312;
Z N> 4y

ALASKA RAILROAD corporation

Corporate Addresa: P.0. Box 107500, Anchorage, Aiaika 99510

327 W. Ship Cneelr Avenue, Anchorage, Alaaka 99501

March 21, 2000

The Honorable John Torgerson
Alaska State Legislature

Room 516

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Torgerson;

The Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) recognizes the need for a legislative solution
on behalf of more than 100 Healy, Afaska families. We are in support of Usibelli Coal
Mine's effort to seek legislative approval to create an exception to the ARRC's real

estate policies for the Tri-Valley Subdivision land in Healy.

Alaska Statute 42.40 prohibits the ARRC from selling, exchanging, or otherwise
conveying its land unless the legislature approves the action. By law, the ARRC can
lease land for up to 35 years, but must reserve the unilateral right to terminate anv
lease with a term in excess of 35 years in the event the land is ever needed for railroad

use.

This termination clause is currently affecting some 120 families in the Tri-Valley
Subdivision in Healy, Alaska. The longest mortgage most lenders will issue to these
families is 20 years due to the termination language. Accepted banking policy
precludes lenders' from issuing to sublessees a deed of trust with a maturity date that is
within 10 years of the termination date of their sublease. This shorter term makes the
borrower's monthly payments much higher and reduces the affordability and saleability

of subdivision homes.

Usibelli Coal Mine, who leases the Healy property from the Alaska Railroad and
subleases lots to residents, is currently working on an amendment to legislation in both
the Senate and House Finance committees. This amendment would authorize the
Railroad to lease Tri-Valley Subdivision land for a period in excess of 35 years without

reserving the right to terminate the lease

Again, the ARRC supports Usibelli's goal to attain an exemption from the 35 year lease
limit. However, looking at the big picture, the Alaska Railroad would also like to work
with the state legislature toward a more comprehensive solution that would allow us
address other real estate concerns which arise on occasion.



;nt By:-ARRC CORPORATE OFFICE; 907 265 2312; Mar-21-00 3:47PM; Page 2/2

We believe many of our real estate issues could be solved ifthe ARRC were given the
authority to issue longer term leases. Residents and businesses along the rail belt
would be able to qualify for more affordable mortgage rates and would gain more
freedom to plan long term.

Along that line, we would like to work with legislators this summer to study issues
relating to the ARRC’s real estate policies. The goal would be to create legislation for
the 2001 session enabling the Alaska Railroad to better address our customer s needs.

As we begin this process, it is important to note that the ARRC is approached
periodically by individual leaseholders who would prefer to purchase the railroad land
they currently lease. Approximately 50 percent of the Alaska Railroad’s net earnings
are derived from real estate leases much like other railroad’s in the Lower 48. For that
reason, selling-Railroad land could jeopardize the ARRC's long term ability to remain a
self-sustaining state corporation. We trust that this issue will be taken into account
when examining the ARRC's real estate policies.

The ARRC has approximately 218 tenants. Our current policy is adequate for most of
our tenants but leaves little room for flexibility. Longer lease options combined with
other ideas that may surface from the study group could help the Alaska Railroad better

serve Alaskans.

Sincerely,

Governor Bill Sheffield
President and CEO, Alaska Railroad Corporation
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Senator Loren Leman

CSSB 235 ( ) (Draft 1-LS1282\S) Sectional Analysis

Section 1: Allows the Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) lo exchange land with
Eklutna, Inc. to realign railroad track to improve operating efficiency and enhance safety.

Section 2: Allows the ARRC to enter into aland exchange with the United States
Department of the Army and the Department of the Air Farce to realign the railroad

track.

Section 3: Allows the ARRC to exchange land with the Chugach Alaska Corporation to
realign the railroad to allow relocation of the Seward Highway by the Department of
Transportation and Public Facilities to improve highway operations and enhance safety.

Section 4: Allows the ARRC to exchange land with the Municipality of Anchorage and
convey land to certain private landowners to realign the railroad track.

Section 5: Discusses the importance of the Seward Highway as the sole highway link
between the Kenai Peninsula and the rest of Southcentral Alaska. Certain portions of the
highway are affected by avalanches and ether potential operational problems, thus
making it necessary to relocate and widen the Seward Highway. Portions of adjacent
railroad and utility facilities must also be relocated.

Section 6: Gives legislative approval to the Department of Natural Resources to modify
the boundaries of Chugach State Park to relocate or widen the Seward Highway.

Section 7: Allows the Alaska Railroad Corporation to exchange land to relocate or widen
the Seward Highway or relocate Alaska Railroad facilities within the Chugach State Park.

Section 8: Requires the governor to identify land transferred under sections 5-7 of this
Act that will require modifications to the statute authorizing Chugach State Park (AS
41.21.120-41.21.125). It also requires the governor to submit to the legislature the
necessary legislation to make those statutory amendments.

Section 9: Provides an immediate effective date.

Scn:ilor_loren_LenKin@legis.slalc.ak.us « mvw.akreptiblicuns.or®/lL.crmn.liln
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July 10, 1998

The Honorable Frank Murkowski

United States Senate
SH-322, Hart Senate Office Building

Washington DC 20510-0202

Dear Senator Murkowski,.

Alaska Railroad Corporation and the Alaskan Command have entered into a cooperative
relationship to study the Railroad's conceptfor improving service between Wasilla and the
Anchorage rail yard.

We believe this concept may mutually benefit both the Railroad and the Defense installations
in the greater Anchorage area. Improving track alignment w ill allow for the desired decrease in

transit imes between Wasilla and Anchorage. In addition to improving railroad efficiency, any
projectw ill have as aprimary goal to increase rail traffic safety measures on Fort Richardson and

ElmendorfAFB.

We have established a working group to facilitate the feasibility study effort and address
issues o fconcernraised by the Railroad and the Department o f Defense. We look forward to

working toward the mutual benefit o fall parties.
Sincerely,
)avid J. McCloud

Lieutenant General, USAF
Commander, Alaskan Command

Governor B ill Sheffield
President and ChiefExecutive Officer

Alaska Railroad Corporation

Guardian oftha North
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Dear Bill

I write now in response to the lettersigned by yourselfand General McCloud regarding

rail traffic safety on FortRichardson and EImendorfAirForce Base. Despite the untimely loss

ofourgood friend, I am encouraged by the cooperation between the Alaska Railroad and the
Alaskan Command and the progress you have made towards addressing this situation. 1 believe
the track straightening w ill offer significant benefits to both the military and the Anchorage and

the M at-Su Valley communities.

Thank you again foryourrecentvisitand for yourhelp in hosting this summer's crowd

from Washington, DC.

W ith wannestregards,

TED STEVENS
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William J. Sheffield

Chief Executive Officer
Alaska Railroad Corporation
P.O. Box 107500

Anchorage
AK 99510 November 22,1999

Re:  Memorandum of Understanding
-August 4,1999

Dear Governor Sheffield:

lunderstand that there are concerns that the anticipated land exchange will accelerate the
development of Clunie Lake as a float plane base or will encourage development in conflict with
the military mission on Fort Richardson. Iwish to clarify the situation for the record.

Eklutna, Inc. has owned the portion of the Powder Reserve adjacent to Fort Richardson since
1993. «The Alaska Railroad (ARRC) assured access across the tracks via a grade-separated
crossing and agreed to pay for it inthe 1987 Settlement Agreement Nothing in the land exchange
anticipated inthe 1999 Memorandum of Understanding between the ARRC and Eklutna. Inc.

changes either of these two facts.

Afloat plane base at Lake Clunie was selected by the Department of Transportation and Public
Fac'ities under the provisions of the North Anchorage Land Agreement should that part of Fort
Richardson be surplussed. Eklutna already owns the southwest shoreline of Lake Clunie.
However, the size, configuration, and wetlands of its holdings make it impractical to develop such
a facility on Eklutna lands. We have no plans to develop a float plane base there.

Eklutna, Inc. reserves the right to develop its lands in accord with appropriate regulations. We
also want to make it clear that we support the continuation of the Fort Richardson Army Base. In
the event, however, that military land is surplussed, Eklutna, Inc. intends to ensure that it
receives the full benefit of the promises made in the North Anchorage Land Agreement.

Very Truly Yours,

Chief Executive Officer
Eklutna, Inc.



JM 20 2000
COMALCOM
9480 Pease Avenue, Suite 101
ElImendorfAPB AK 99505-2100

The Honorable Loren Leman
Alaska State Legislature
Room 115

State Caoitol

Juneau AK 99801-1182

Dear SenatorlLeman

In 1998, this command and the Alaska Railroad Corporation entered into a cooperative
relationship to study the railroad’'s concept for track upgrade and realignment between W asilla
and the Anchorage railyard. Itismy understanding that because aspects ofthis project are
dependent on Alaska legislative approval and you have requested assurance from this command

that we will continue cooperation on.the project.

| believe this concept may mutually benefit both the railroad and the defense installations
in the greater Anchorage area. In addition to improving railroad efficiency and safety, the
potential exists for the project to increase rail traffic safety on Fort Richardson and Elmendorf
APB and to enhance future infrastructure development by the services.

We have been participating in aworking group along with the railroad and the Bureau of
Land Management to facilitate the effort and address issues ofconcern raised by the railroad and
the DepartmentofDefense. We will continue to work toward the mutual benefitofall parties.

Sincerely

THOMAS R.CASE
Lieutenant General, USAF
Commander

cc:
Rep. Lisa Murkow ski

Gov. William Sheffield

MG Dean Cash, Cdr, USARAK
Brig Gen Scott Gration, 3W G/CC

Guardian of the North
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aUrinate*

Director o f Public Works

George W. Easley

Eklutna Ino.,
16515 Centorfiald Driva, Suita 201

Eagle ftivtr AK W577-TT19

TUE»rsnca; JointLand Issue*
DaarMr. e asley:

This latter U to confirm ourJointcommfanenu made atourMarch 14,2000 meeting concerning a
potential land swtp flasfClunie Lake.

ConcamlIng tka Alaska Railroad track realignment both Ekhrtna.Inc.and UU. Army Alaska agree with
tho proposed track realignmentsiting Intha proadralty ofCfuute Lake. It U ourJointIntention to h*v«
the propei»d track realignmentin the areaofChuia Lak* taka place independento fpotential real »
property trsmiotlonibetween Eklutna, Inc.and U.S.Army Alaska, also nearCtuni® taka.

Concerning tha potential (and swap orula between Efchiou,Inc.andUU.Army Alaska, we have not
reached an apaanant. Atlisme isthe equivalentaero-value Ofdw Uftd propoiad to be exchanged.

W khregard » tha Army's proposaltn purchaw Eklutna land, yourbus(oasiplans donotinclude that
option atthis lime.However,die A my has interestin presaiviajmining land by notallowing
development Oftland near Clunie Lake. Eklutna has Interestin a road access to land developments
north oftha Clunie Lake area. In consideration ofthen tntomts, w« havelJointly agreed to putvuaon
gasementon Amy land forroad acceu tothe Eklutna development,and an Eklutna casementfrom the
westhboundary oftharealigned Alaska Railroad track, westward noChime Lika.

Furthermore, we have agmed to continue ourdiscuirions untilinch time aswa agree upon a land «wap
ortnia and complete the neeesjaty legislation.

Sincerely,

tc: M. Hayes

1 -n -1C,0°
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Color®! Marie C. Neieon

Director of Public Worics

Deportment of the Arm
Richardson D fto

Port RTchardecrvAlaska 9836

March 27,2000

Rs; Liks Clunie-Exchange of Easements

DaorCdL Nelson:*

Thank you for confirming the status of our affieemarit in your letter of March 24
2000. EWutna, Inc, haa contracted for a study ofthe proposed road alignment
betvwtn Powder Rldge Subdivision and Artilary Road. We wNpmeent lha
recommendation™ of our contractor* foryour approval u aoon as possfrte.
Thereatter, Ekfutna, Ino. wtl execute the neceaaary document™ and continue
toward an exchange offee Interests. Please contact me should you hava any

questions.

Vory Truly Yours..

eorge W. Eaele
.Chle xecutive Offloar
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Honorable EJdon Mulder
VIA FAX 907-405-3519

House of Representatives
Alaska State Legislature
State Capital (MS 9100
Juneau, AK 99801*1182

March 29,2000
Re: Clunie Lake

Dear Representative Mulder:

This is gursuant to our conversation this data regarding the agreement between the
United States Army and Eklutna, Incorporated.

Wa have collectively agreed to exchange EJdutna, Ino. groperty'us_t east of Clunie Lake
for a right-of-way joining Eklutna, inc. lands to Artillery Road. During.the interim, we
agreed to grant easements to one another until federal legislation permits the actual
exchange. This is tha entire agreement Eklutna, Inc. also.owns land northeast of
Clun/e Lake which la of interest to the military, but Eklutna, inc. declined to indude thia
property and the U.S. Army accepted this without objection.

Eklutna, Inc. does not now, nor have they ever expressed a desire to develop anK
property abutting Cfunio Lake. The current agreement will assure that fact, and the U. S.

Army is inagreement

Eklutna, inc. supports the military presence in Alakska and relies on this presence inthe
continuing development of Its lends. To do otherwise would be folly.

Very Truly Youra,

George W. Easley
Chief Executive Officer
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ARESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE ALASKA RAILROAD'S
TRACK UPGRADE AND REALIGNMENT PROJECT

WHEREAS, a straighter track promotes safety due to reduced track and equipment wear,
consistency in train handling, increased sight distance, and reduced maintenance requirement
- all leading to a reduced frequency oftrain derailments and lower operating costs; and

WHEREAS, this project includes upgrades to vehicle crossings and additional public access
amenities that will enhance safety and access across the Alaska Railroad's track; and

WHEREAS, this project will result in reduced train running time between Anchorage and
W asilla from 95 minutes to 50 minutes making future commuter service viable; and

WHEREAS, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means more efficient
and cost effective service to the interior of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means a potential
reduction in the number of automobiles on the highway; and

WHEREAS, more efficient rail operations reduces train gridlock, creates more jobs for
Alaskans through additional freight and passenger service, and builds a better infrastructure

to support future economic development in Alaska; and

WHEREAS, this project enhances the value of ARRC's asset which is owned by the State;

and

WHEREAS, to accomplish this project, ARRC will need legislative approval to convey the
Corporation's entire interest in certain lands in exchange for equivalent valued land with
Elmendorf Air Force Base, Fort Richardson Army Base, Eklutna, Inc. and other entities; and

WHEREAS, no funds will be exchanged between the parties in this land trade agreement.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Visitors Association supports the
ARRC's efforts to upgrade and realign its track between Anchorage and Wasilla to improve
safety and efficiency of the Alaska Railroad Corporation's train operations, to enhance the
state-owned transportation asset and to make future commuter service viable; and

BE IT FURTHER R£SOr VED that the Alaska Visitors Association seeks to assist ARRC in
obtaining legislative approval to exchange equivalent valued land with neighboring entities

in order to accomplish the track realignment project.

Adopted by the Alaska Visitors Association Board o fDirectors
December 10, 1999

n


http://www.visitalaska.org
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Resolution 99-06

W hereas, a straighter track promotes safety due to reduced track and
equipment wear, consistency in train handling, increased sight distance, and reduced
maintenance requirement - all leading to a reduced frequency of train derailments and
lower operating costs; and

W hereas, this project includes upgrades to vehicle crossings and additional
public access amenities that will enhance safety and access across the Alaska

Railroad's track; and
W hereas, this project will result in reduced train running time between

Anchorage and Wasilla from 95 minutes to 50 minutes making future commuter senyice
viable; and

W hereas, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means more
efficient and cost effective service to the interior of Alaska; and

W hereas, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means a
potential reduction in the number of automobiles on the highway; and

W hereas, more efficient rail operations reduces train gridlock, creates more jobs
for Alaskans through additional freight and passenger service, and builds a better
infrastructure to support future economic development in Alaska; and

W hereas, this project improves the ARRC's asset which enhances the state’s
ownership of the railroad; and.

W hereas, to accomplish this project, ARRC will need legislative approval to
convey the Corporation's entire interest in certain iands in exchange for equivalent
valued land with Elmendorf Air Force Base, Fort Richardson Army Base, Eklutna, Inc.

and other entities; and
W hereas, no funds will be exchanged between the parties in this land trade

agreement.
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Greater Palmer Chamber of Commerce

supports the ARRC's efforts to upgrade and realign its track between Anchorage and
Wasilla to improve safety and efficiency of the Alaska Railroad Corporation's train
operations, to enhance the state-owned transportation asset, and to make future

commuter service viable; and
Be It Further Resolved that the Greater Palmer Chamber of Commerce seeks

to assist ARRC in obtaining legislative approval to exchange equivalent valued land
with neighboring entities in order to accomplish the track realignment project.
Approved this 17thday of December, 1999.
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RESOLUTION ROUTING SHEET

DATE: December21, 1999
RESOLUTION NO: 99-06
RESOLUTION TITLE: A Resolution Supporting the Alaska Railroad's track upgrade and

realignment project.

SENT TO:
Alaska Railroad Corp Attn Wendy Lindskoog P 0 Box 107500, Anchorage AK 99510-7500

GovernorTony Know les P.0.Box 110001, Juneau AK 99811-0001

Senator Frank M urkow ski 706 Hart Building, Washington DC 20510-0203

Senator Ted Stevens 522 Hart Building, Washington DC 20510-0201
Representative Don Young 2332 Rayburn House O ffice Bldg, Washington DC 20515-20201
Combined Delegation O ffice 851 E WestpointDr, Suite 307, Wasilla AK 99654

Senator Lyda Green 600 E Railroad Avenue, Wasilla AK 99654

Senator Rick Halford PO Box 670190, Chugiak AK 99567-0190

Representative Bev Masek 600 E Railroad Avenue, W asilla AK 99654

Representative Scott Ogan 600 E Railroad Avenue, Wasilla AK 99654

Representative Vic Kohring 600 E Railroad Avenue, Wasilla AK 99654

Anchorage ChamberofCommerce 441W 5thAve, Anchorage AK 99501-2309

Alaska State ChamberofCommerce 217 2nd Street, Suite 20, Juneau AK 99801

Michael Scott, Manager Matanuska-Susitna Borough 350 E Dahlia, Palmer AK 99645
Ed Brittingham W asilla ChamberofCommerce 415 E Railroad Ave, Wasilla AK 99654

MESSAGE-

The following resolution has been approved by the Greater Palmer ChamberofCommerce
Board ofDirectors and is sentto you for your consideration when reviewing this issue. Ifyou have
any questions or comments you can send them to the address below or via email at palmer@ alaska.net

orwe can be reached by phone or fax atthe numbers below.


mailto:palmer@alaska.net

(u

Telephone (907)376-1299 * Fax (907) 373-2560

415 E. Railroad Avenue *Wasilla, A K 99654
- _,N0-.iio*y” Home Page;www.chamber.wasilla.na

Email: chamber@wasilh.net
-Voted “Alaska’'s Outstanding LocalChamberofCommerce ~ 1998"

RESOLUTION 99-07

A RESOLUTION OF THE GREATER WASILLA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
IN SUPPORT OF THE ALASKA RAILROAD'STRACK ENHANCEMENTS

PROJECT.

W hereas, a straighter track promotes safety due to reduced track and equipment wear,
consistency in train handling, increased sight distance, and reduced maixitenance
requirement all leading to areduced frequency o ftrain derailments and loweroperating

costs; ai:d

W hereas, this project includes upgrades to vehicle crossings and additionalpublic access
amenities that will enhance safety and access across the Alaska Railroad's track; and

W hereas, this project will result in reduced train running time between Anchorage and
W asilla from 95 minutes to 50 minutes making future commuter service viable; and

W hereas, reduced transit time between Anchorage and W asilla means more efficient and

cost effective service to the interior of Alaska: and

Whereas, reduced transit time between Anchorage and W asilla means a potential
reduction in the numberofautomobiles on the highway; and

W hereas, more efficient rail operations reduces train gridlock, creates morejobhs for

AlJaskans through additional freight and passenger service, and builds a better
infrastructure to support future economic development in AJaska; and

W hereas, this project improves the ARRC 's asset which enhances the state’sownership

o fthe railroad: and

W hereas, to accomplish this project, ARRC willneed legislative approval to convey the
Corporation's entire interest in certain lands in exchange for equivalent valued land with
ElmendorfAir Force Base, Fort Richardson Army Base, Eklutna, Inc. and other entities;

and

Whereas, no funds will be exchanged between the parties in this land trade agreement.


mailto:chamber@wasilh.net
http://www.chamber.wasilla.na

Now, Therefore Be itResolved thatthe Greater W asilla ChamberofCommerce
supports the ARRC 's efforts to upgrade and realign its tracks between Anchorage and

W asilla to improve safety and efficiency o fthe Alaska Railroad Corporation’'s train
operations, to enhance the state-owned transportation asset, and to make future commuter

service viable; and

Be it Further Resolved that the Greater Wasilla ChamberofCommerce seeks to assist
ARRC inobtaining legislative approval to exchange equivalentvalued land with
neighboring entities in order to accomplish the track realignment project.

Hereby, adopted by the Greater W asilla ChamberofCommerce this 15hday of
December, 1999,



RESOLUTION 99-3
A Resolution Supporting the Alaska Railroad’s Track Upgrade
and Realignment Project

ANCHORAGE CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

WHEREAS, a straighter track promotes safety due to reduced track and equipment wear, consistency

in train handling, increased sight distance, and reduced maintenance requirement - all leading to a

reduced frequency oftrain derailments and lower operating costs; and

WHEREAS, this project includes upgrades to vehicle crossings and additional public access amenities
that will enhance safety and access across the Alaska Railroad’s track; and

WHEREAS, this project will result in reduced train running time between Anchorage and Wasilla

from 95 minutes to 50 minutes making future commuter service viable; and

WHEREAS, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means more efficient and cost

effective service to the Interior of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means a potential reduction in the

number ofautomobiles on the highway, and

WHEREAS, more efficient rail operations reduces train gridlock, creates more jobs for Alaskans
through additional freight and passenger service, and builds a better infrastructure to support future

economic development in Alaska; and

WHEREAS, this project improves the ARRC’s asset which enhances the State’s ownership of the
railroad; and

WHEREAS, to accomplish this project, ARRC will need legislative approval to convey the

Corporation's entire interest in certain lands in exchange for equivalent valued land with Elmendorf
Air Force Base, Fort Richardson Army Base, Eklutna, Inc., and other entities; and

WHEREAS, no funds will be exchanged between the parties in this land trade agreement.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Anchorage Convention & Visitors Bureau supports
the ARRC’s eSorts to upgrade and realign its track between Anchorage and Wasilla to improve safety
and efficiency of the Alaska Railroad Corporation’s train operations, to enhance the State-owned
transportation asset, and to make future commuter service viable; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Anchorage Convention & Visitors Bureau supports ARRC as
it seeks to obtain legislative approval to exchange equivalent valued land with neighboring entities in

order to accomplish the track realignment project.

Approved by the Board of Directors, this 21“ day of December, 1999.

H U

Bill Elandcr (
President & CEO

Bruce Bustamante
Chairman

ANCHORAGE
Convention 6"
Visitors Bureau
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Requested and Prepared by: Administration
Meeting date: January 10, 2000

Adopted: January 10, 2000

Vote: Unanimous

CITY OF WASILLA
RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 00-03

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WASILLA, ALASKA SUPPORTING THE ALASKA
RAILROAD’S TRACK UPGRADE AND REALIGNMENT PROJECT.,

WHEREAS, a straighter track promotes safety due to reduced track and
equipment wear, consistency in train handling, increased sight distance, and reduced
maintenance requirement - all leading to a reduced frequency of train derailments and

lower operating costs; and

WHEREAS, this project includes upgrades to vehicle crossings and additional
public access amenities that will enhance safety and access across the Alaska
Railroads track; and

WHEREAS, this project will result in reduced train running time between
Anchorage and Wasilla from 95 minutes to 50 minutes making future commuter service

viable; and

WHEREAS, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means mo.u
efficient and cost effective service to the interior of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means a
potential reduction in the number of automobiles on the highway; and

WHEREAS, more efficient rail operations reduces train gridlock, creates more
jobs for Alaskans through additional freight and passenger service, and builds a better
infrastructure to support future economic development in Alaska; and

WHEREAS, this project improves the ARRC’s asset which enhances the state’s
ownership of the raiiroaG; ana

WHEREAS, to accomplish this project, ARRC will need legislative approval to
convey the Corporation's entire interest in certain lands in exchange for equivalent
valued land with EImendorf Air Force Base, Fort Richardson Army Base, Eklutna, inc.

and other entities; and

WHEREAS, no funds will be exchanged between the parties in this land trade
agreement.

City of Wasilla Resolution No. 00-03
Page 1of2 IM No. 00-05



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Wasilla supports the
ARRC'’s efforts to upgrade and realign its track between Anchorage and Wasilla to
improve safety and efficiency of the Alaska Railroad Corporation's train operations, to
enhance the state-owned transportation asset, and to make future commuter service

viable; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Wasilla seeks to assist ARRC in
obtaining legislative approval to exchange equivalent valued land with neighboring
entities in order to accomplish the track realignment project.

ADOPTED by the Wasilla City Council on January 10, 2000.

| certify that a resolution in substantially the above form was passed by a
majority of those voting at a duly called and conducted meeting of the governing body
of the City of Wasilla this 10thday of January 2000.

KRISTIE L. VANGORDER, CMC/AAE
City Clerk

[SEAL]

City of Wasilla Resolution No. 00-03
Page 2 of 2 IM No. 00-05



WASILLA CITY COUNCIL INFORMATION MEMORANDUM IM No. 00-05

SUEJECT: Alaska Railroad Track Upgrade & Realignment Project

PREPARED BY: Administration DATE: December 15, 1999

FOR AGENDA OF: January 10, 2000
SUMMARY:

The Alaska Railroad track upgrade and realignment project includes many sal |y
upgrades and reduces the running time between Anchorage and Wasilla by 40 minute ;.

This will make future commuter service viable.

The ARRC is requesting that the City of Wasilla Council consider passing this resolution
so the ARRC can add it to their legislative information packet for the upcoming session.
This will help broaden their level of support and will help spur timely passage oi

legislation that will make this project possible.

FISCAL IMPACT: X No Yes, amount requested: $ Fund:

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Council consideration.

intfrw  Verified by:

IM No. 00-05

Page Lofl
Resolution No. 00-03



ALASKA STATE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Position 2000-23

Alaska Railroad Track Upgrade and Realignment

[lic Alaska State ChamberofCommerce supports the Alaska Railroad Corporation's (ARRC)
efforts to upgrade and realign its track between Anchorage and W asilla in orderto improve

safety and efficiency o fthe operations and make future commuterservice viahle.

Further,the Alaska State ChamberofCommerce urges the Governorand Legislature to pass
legislation allowing ARRC to exchange equivalentvalued land with EImendorfAirForce Base,
FortRichardson Army Base and Eklutna, Inc. in orderto accomplish the realignmentproject.

Ratlopalc;

ARRC 'strackupgrade and realignmentprojectw ill reduce the severity ofmany sharp curves
between Anchorage and W asilla. A straightcrtrack promotes safety by decreasing the chance for

train derailmentand increasing the engineer's line ofsight

The completion ofthis project willalso reduce running time in this stretch from 95 minutes to 50
minutes. This willenable trains to move atnormal operating speeds. M ore efficient rail
operations translate into less gridlock and more trains, morejobs for Alaskans, a faster and more

efficient transportation network for freight and passengerservice, and a betterinfrastructure to

supporteconomic development in Alaska.

ADOPTED

December3. 1999

BY & tfA L by
Dennis Brandon

PamelaLa Bolle
Chairman

President
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CHUGIAJC-EAQU RJVER
CHAMBBI OF COMMERCE
resolution aO'OOj
Fehrusry 11. 2000

WHERIAS the Chugiak-Eagle River Chamber of Commerce la ¢ nonprofit federation
concerned width future development of thin region and its supporting Infrastructure; and

. WHEREAS tha Alaska Ralroad Corporttfori la an Integral pan of tha transportation
infrastructure supporting efficient deflv*ry of passengers and freight throughout tha centre!

part of tha state of Alaska; and

WHEREAS tha Alaska Railroad (a seeking to upgrade ft* vary antiquated fecfitiea through
track realignment; and

WHEREAS « straJghter track promotes safetr duo to reduced track and equipment wear,

consistency in train handing. inoreaeed sight dtetanca, and reduced maintenance
requirement - all leading to reduced potential train derailments and lower operating costs;

and

WHEREAS, this R/lroject includes upgrades to vehicle crossings and eddWonel pufaCc scceee
emenitiee that wM enhance puhiic safety and access across tha Alaska Railroad's track;

and

WHEREAS, this project w i rtstft In reduced train running time between Anchorage and
Waalla from 98 minutes to 50 minutes making future oommvter service more vtabia and
furthering tha opportunities to establish a utao in the Chugiak-Eagie River area; and

WHEREAIL. reduced trmrtsft time between Anchorage and W ssJs means more efficient and
cost effective service to tha Interior of Alaska; and

WHEREA4|, reduced transit time hetween Anchorage end WaaiBa means a potential |
reduction in the number of automobilee on the Glenn Highway seeing traffic congestion
through the Chugiek-Eagie ftivor sree; end

WHEREAS, more efficient rat' operations roducoa train Pridtocfc, crests* more jobs for

Alaskan* through wkftionei frwu*n and _patisanlgar ewvice.and txdds a better
intrastructure t0 SUPPOrt future economic development in Alaska; and

907) 09+4702 PHONE » (907) 694-1205 FAX
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WHEREAS, this project enhances the value of the Alaska amstoma ci rporeticn's uw ti
which m owned by the State; end

WHEREAS, to acconipfish tfda project the Aiaaks Raflrcad wet need Federal A Legislative
approval to conveY the Corporation™ entire Interest in oertaln lend* in exchange far
equjvalent valued land whh'Municipality of Anchorage, Bmendorf Air Force Base, Fort

Rxcherdson Army Poet, Eklutna inc.; and

WHEREAS, no fund* wifi be exchanged between public parties in thfa land trade agreement
. and/or foe elmpie transfer, '

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the ChugJak-Eagle River Chamber a# Commerce
strongly supports the AJaeka ftalroad Corporation's efforts to upgrade end resign ka trsofc

betwgeyn Arﬁ)_chorag_e end WaaHla provided that the following considerations era met:
1. Fair consideration wili be given to all privets land owners affected by the

Improvement* . » . : .
= Continued does planning with the Municipal Peri* & Recreation office a* plane

are finalised through the Beech Lake Pari era* to create a "win win0 scenario for both the
FUflroad end Municipal peri* infraxtruch.?*, SpedftcaAy, this Rﬂrmectdem n and completion
WH be renewed, approved and coordnated with el affected MCA agendas end w*
Indude the Beech Lake Road and acquired properties being graded, contoured, and

gensrafly imeroved to meet MOA standards.
3. ARR A MOA wd enter Into @ memorandum of agreement that will data! the

respective parties' obligations.

BE rr FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chu?Iak-Eeng River Chamber atrongfy supports effort*
to improve safety end efficiency of the Alaska Railroad Corporation™ train operations, to
enhance the atste”owned transportation asset, end to make future commuter service

viable which codd indude e stop In Chugiak/Eigle River, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that tfiw ChuQlak-Eagla Fiver Chamber of Commerce seek* to
-mret the Alaska Railroad Corporation In obtaining Ie8|slat|ve approval to exchange
equivalent valued (and with neighboring entities in order to accomplish the track

realignment project.
Signed this 11th day of February, 2000,

By*

Debhie O islander-
President
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Submitted by: Chairman ofthe Assembly
atthe Requestofthe Mayor

Prepared by: Alaska Railroad Counsel

Forreading: Feb. 15,2000

ANCHORAGE,ALASKA
AO NO.2000-42(S)

\N ORDINANCE APPROVING THE CONVEYANCE OFLANDS IN THEMUNICIPALITY'S
BEACH LAKE PARK TO THE ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORATION IN EXCHANGE FOR
X1STING ALASKA RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY LANDS IN BEACH LAKE PARK TO
ACCOMMODATE STRAIGHTENING OF RAILROAD TRACK CURVES AND SUBMITTING
‘O THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF THE MUNICIPALITY ATTHEREGULAR MUNICIPAL
m [ECHON APRIL 4,2000 A BALLOT PROPOSITION TO APPROVE SAID CONVEYANCES.

WHEREAS, the Alaska Railroad Corporation seeks to improve the safety and efficiency of the
daska Railroad by realigning and straightening tracks between Anchorage and W asilla; and

WHEREAS, certain track curves to be straightened are at Alaska Railroad mile posts 132 and 133
rid within the Municipality’s Beach Lake Park generally near Beach Lake Road offofSouth Birchwood
oop Road as shown on the diagram attached hereto as Appendix A which is incorporated herein by

Terence; and

WHEREAS, theright-of-way required from the Municipality to straighten the curve at milepost 132
approximately 2.29 acres as shown in detail on Page 1 ofAppendix B and legally described on Page 2 of
ppendix B which is incorporated herein by reference; and

WHEREAS, the right-of-way required from the Municipality to straighten the curve at milepost 133
approximately 11.23 acres as shown in detail on Page LofAppendix C and legally described on Page 2
"Appendix C which isincorporated herein by reference; and

WHEREAS, aportion of the 11.23 acres may in the future be used to construct access to nearby
nds ofthe Eklutna Native Corporation; and

WHEREAS, by letter dated February 4, 2000 to the Municipal Assembly Eklutna Native
?rporation has committed to abide by all municipal regulations and pursue all municipal processes for th<-
vclopmenrofthose lands and furtherto convey additional land to be incorporated into Beach Lake Pr.rk:

WHEREAS, the Alaska Railroad right-of-way which will become surplus at mile post 133 and
rich will be conveyed lo the Municipality for incorporation into Beach Lake Park is 4.54 acres as shown
Page 1ofAppendix C which isincorporated herein by reference; and

HL HVAkR ailkd\He*ch Like AO
February 15. ZUQO veriron
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WHEREAS, the Alaska Railroad Corporation is obligated pursuant to 45 U.S.C. § 1209(c) to
transfer abandoned right-of-way to the United States which isrequired to reconvey the land to owners of

the adjacent private land; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Railroad intends to construct valuable public improvements, namely, anew
grade-separated crossing at Beach Lake Road and anew pedestrian underpass to connect the Beach Lake
trail system on eitherside ofthe Railroad all as additional consideration for the conveyance ofthe municipal

park lands to it; and

WHEREAS, pursuantto Anchorage Ordinance No. 84-199, the Municipality’s Beach Lake Park is
dedicated to park and recreational uses, the conveyance ofwhich must be approved by the voters of the

Vfunicipality pursuant to Anchorage Municipal Charter §10.02(8); now therefore,

rHE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY ORDAINS:

Section 1; Subject to fulfillment ofthe conditions in Section 2. o fthis ordinance and Charter §i0.02(8),
he Municipality shall convey the fee title to the lands ofthe Beach Lake Park shown and legally described
n Appendices B and C hereto to the Alaska Railroad Corporation in exchange for the conveyance ofthe fee
imple title to the right-of-way which is to be abandoned also as shown and legally described in Appendix

hereto and the construction at the Alaska Railroad Corporation's expense of the following public

mprovemcnts:

A new grade-separated crossing at Beach Lake Road to American Association of
State Highway and Transportation O fficials standards which will be an underpass

with at leasta 14.6 foot high clearance; and
b. Movement of the Beach Lake Road crossing approximately 380 feet north of me
existing Beach Lake Road crossing and elimination of the steep approach to the
existing crossing; and
A pedestrian underpass to connect the Beach Lake Trail system on eitherside ofthe
railroad and which willaccommodate dog mushers and theirteams, skiers and other
users o fthe trail system; and
d. Contouring oftherailroad lands conveyed to the Municipality to accommodate safe
pedestrian and/or vehicular traffic connections and inulti-usc access.

gction 2: The Municipality's obligation described in Section 1 of this ordinance is subject to the
*Mowing conditions subsequent which shalloccuron or before March 21, 2000:

The lands to be exchanged pursuant hereto shall be appraised by competent appraiser

a.
to be selected and retained by the Municipality, the cost of which shall be reimbursed
to the Municipality by the Alaska Railroad Corporation.

h. The Alaska Railroad Corporation shall provide the Municipality its written engineers’

estimates ofcostand value ofthe improvements described in Section 1above.

HILU\AL'R3ilKtABc3di Lake AO
February 15, ' 000 ,tn«m



=~ o ro

O © o g o o

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
]
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43

Page 3,

AO No.2000-42(S)

The Municipal Assembly shall by resolution make a finding, based on the appraisal
and engineers’ estimate, that the value ofthe consideration required from the Alaska
Railroad Corporation exceeds the fair market value ofthe fee simple interest o f the
park land to bhe conveyed by the Municipality.

Section 3: That, pursuant to Charter §10.02(8), a ballot proposition in substantially the following fcrm
shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the Municipality atthe regular municipal election to be held

April 4,2000:

Proposition
APPROVING CONVEYANCE OF LANDS WTTHIN BEACH LAKE PARK TO THE ALASKA
RAILROAD CORPORATIONTO STRAIGHTEN RAILROAD CURVES
AND CREATE POTENTIALACCESS TO ADJACENT LANDS

Shall .Anchorage Ordinance 2000-42(S) authorizing the Municipality ¢f Anchorage to

convey approximately 13.531 acres of land in Beach Lake Park to the Alaska Railroad

Corporation to straighten track curves at Alaska Railroad mile posts 132 and 133 to improve
safely and efficiency and to create potential access to adjacent lands in exchange for the
conveyance to the Municipality ofabandoned right-of-way and construction of valuable
public improvements by the Alaska Railroad Corporation be approved?

Yes [ ] No [ ]

ection 4; Upon conveyance ofthe railroad lands to the Municipality in accordance with fhis ordinance,

lid lands are hereby dedicated to park and recreational uses as pan ofBeach Lake Park.

ection 5; The Proposition set forth in Section 3 of this ordinance shall become effective upon

Ttification ofthe election at which presented if, but only if, said Proposition isapproved by amajority of
ie qualified vott -svoting on the Proposition. All other Sections ofthis ordinance shall become effective

imediately upon passage and approval.

ASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this day of L2000,

Chair of the Asscmblv

fTEST:

unieipal Clerk

HI.BMkl'ailKilvUewh Like ,\U
Frbtuiuy 3, "Q0O version
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION
CIJRVENoO. 132
PROPOSED RIGHT-OF-WAY

A portion oT the SW 1/4, Section 24, Township 15 North, Range 2 West, Seward Meridian.

Anchorage Recording District, Alaska and more particularly described as follow s:

Commencing at the one-quarter (1/4) comercommon to Section 24 and Section 25, Township 15
North,Range 2 West, Seward M eridian, Alaska; Thence N 89°48'W along the line between Section
24 and Section 25 a distance of 1319.27 feet to a point on the castciiy boundary of the Alaska
Railroad Corporation Right-of-W ay shown as Cot Lon the IJnited Stales Departmentofthe Interior,
BureauoflLand Managementplattiticd "U.S.Survey No.9020,Alaska”and dated October29,1992,
the TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING; Thence N 33°52" F. along said easterly Right-of Way a
distance 0 f378.18 feet; Thence continuing along said Right-of-W ay a distance of429.54 feet on
the arc ofacurve lo the right, with a radiusof1031.90 feet, through acentralangle 0f23°51'00" and
whose chord bears N 45°47'30" E adistance o f426.45 feet; Thence continuing along said Right-of-
Way N 57°43"E adistanceof276.47 feet; Thence S35T0T2" W adistanceof491.94 leet; Thence
§$52°36'00" W adistanceof587.61 feettothe TRUE POINTOFBEGINNING. Containing 9°,620

square feet (2.29 acres) more or less.

Appendix B
Page 2 of 2
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION
CURVE No. 133
PROPOSED RIGHT-OF-WAY

A portionofthe SE 1/4 ,Section 13,and the NE 1/4,Section 24, Township 15 North, Range 2 W est,

Seward Meridian,Anchorage Recording District, Alaska and more particularly described asfollow s:

Commencing at the Section Comercommon to Sections i3 and 24, Township 15 North, Range 2

West, and Sections 18 and 19, Township 15 North, Range 1 West, Seward Meridian, Alaska,

marked by an Aluminum BLM Monumentdated 1984; Thence N 0°04'00" E along the line between

Section 13, TI5N.R2W , SM and Section 18, TI5N, RIW , SM a distance of 371.76 Teet to the

TRUEPOINT OFBF.GINNING; Thencecontinuing along said section line N 0°04'00" E adistance
0f609.45 feet; Thence a distance of391.46 feel on the arc ofa curve to the left, with a radius of
5779.58 feet, through a centralangle of 3°52'51"", and whose chord bears S 30004'25" W a distance

0f391.39 feet; Thence S28<08'00" W adistanceofl088.25 feet; Thence S 29°30,00" E a distance
of 108.13 feel; Thence S28°08'00'" W a distance 0f290.41 feet; Thence a distance of 875.38 feet
on the arcofacurve to the right, with a radius of5629.65 feet, through acentralangle of8°54'33",
and whose chord bears S 32°35T6" W a distance of874.49 feetto a pointon, and tangent to, the
northwesterly boundary of the Alaska Railroad Corporation Right-of-W ay shown as Lot 1on the
United States Departmento fthe Interior,Bureir ofLand Managementplatrilled "U.S. Survey No.
9020, Alaska" and dated October 29, 1992; Thence N 37°02'33" E along said Right-of-Way a
distance 0 f202.15 feet; Thencc continuing along said Right-of-Way adistance o f521.08 feeton the
arc ofacurve to the right, with a radius o fI 528.44 feet, through a central angle of 19°32W , and
whose chord bears N 46°4«8'33" E adistance of518.56 feet; Thence continuing along said Right-of-
Way N 56n34'33" E a distance of 148.16 feet; Thence N 28°08'00" F.a distance of 1323.81 feet to

the TRIJF,POINT OF BF.GINNING. Containing 489,320 square feet (11.23 acres) more or less.

Appendix C
["hxe 2 ul" 2



ALASKA RAILROAD corporation

Corporate Address: P.O. Box 107500, Anchorage, Alaska 99510
327 W. Ship Creek Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska 99501

March 20. 2000 N 2000

The Honorable Loren Leman
Alaska State Senate

Room 417

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Lemanl

The Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) has recently been contacted by a few
Railroad leaseholders experiencing problems related to our land management policies

governed by statute. Stipulations in state law limit ARRC’s ability to address many of
these issues.

Alaska Statute 42.40 prohibits the ARRC from selling, exchanging, or otherwise
conveying its land unless the legislature approves the action. By law, the ARRC can
lease land for up to 35 years, but must reserve the unilateral right to terminate any
lease with a term in excess of 35 years in the event the land is ever needed for railroad

use.

This termination clause is currently affecting some 120 families in the T.i-Valley
Subdivision in Healy, Alaska. The longest mortgage most lenders will issue to these
families is 20 years due to the termination language. This shorter term makes the
borrower's monthly payments much higher and reduces the affordability and saleability

of subdivision homes.

Usibelli Coal Mine, who leases the Healy property from the Railroad and subleases lots
to residents, is currently working to find a legislative solution to this problem. While the
ARRC supports Usibelli's goal to attain an exemption from the 35 year lease limit, we
would like to work with the state legislature toward a more comprehensive solution that
would also help us address other concerns which arise on occasion.

We believe many of our real estate issues could be solved if the ARRC were given the.
authority to issue longer term leases. Residents and businesses along the rail belt
would be able to qualify for more affordable mortgage rates and would gain more

freedom to plan long term.



Along that line, we would like to work with legislators this summer to study issues
I'eidiiny Loihe ARRC's real estate policies. The goal would be to create legislation
the 2001 session enabling the Railroad to better address our customer’s needs.

r

As we begin this process, it is important to note that the ARRC is approached
periodically by individual leaseholders who would prefer to purchase the railroad land
they currently lease. Approximately 50 percent of the Railroad’s net earnings are
derived from real estate leases much like other railroad’s in the Lower 48. For that
reason, selling railroad land could jeopardize the ARRC's long term ability to remain a
self-sustaining state corporation. We trust that this issue will be taken into account
when examining the ARRC'’s real estate policies.

The ARRC has approximately 218 tenants. Our current policy is adequate for most of

our tenants but leaves little room for flexibility. Longer lease options combined with
other ideas that may surface from the study group could help the railroad better serve

Alaskans.

Sincerely,

Preside.it and CEO, Alaska Railroad Corporation
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Alaska Railroad Corporation
Anchorage to Wasilla

Track Upgrades and Realignment

Mission:
The Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) seeks to improve safety and efficiency of its
operations by upgrading and realigning its track to reduce approximately 70 sharp

curves between Anchorage and Wasilla.

Results:
Realignment of the track to reduce curvature will decrease the current running time

from 95 minutes to less than 55 minutes from Anchorage to Wasilla making future
commuter service more viable. The realignment project will increase the average train
speed from 35 mph to approximately 50 mph in this section of track.

Straighter track is inherently safer due to reduced track and equipment wear,
consistency in train handling, increased sight distance, and reduced maintenance
requirements - all leading to a reduced frequency of train derailments and lower

operating costs.

Straigter track greatly enhances the Alaska Railroad’s freight and passenger
operations. But more important to the communities neighboring (he Alaska Railroad,
this project will build a safer rail corridor complete with upgraded rail crossings and

pedestrian amenities.

Legislative Goal:

ARRC seeks legislative approval to convey the Corporation’s entire interest in certain
lands in exchange for equivalent valued land with EImendorf Air Force Base, Fort
Richardson Army Base, Eklutna, Inc. and other entities. Lands to be obtained in the

exchange are necessary for the realignment project.

No funds will be exchanged between the parties in this land trade agreement.

Projected Cost:

$45 to $50 million (DOD, AM TRAK, ARRC)

The ARRC will use federal funding, designated for passenger rail line improvements, to
help finance the track realignment project. The railroad will match these funds with its

operating revenues.

Target Completion Date:
2003
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Elmendorf Air Force Base & Fort Richardson Army Base:

ARRC proposes to make track realignment improvements within an existing ten-mile
section of mainline track just north of Anchorage (ARRC mile 117.35 to mile 127.5).
This section of track traverses through Elmendorf Air Force Base and Fort Richardson
and contains 25 curves with a curvature of more than two degrees (ten curves are over
eight degrees). In terms of equipment and rail wear and tear as well as safety, the
railroad industry genially strives for It ss curvature. For example, rail on a ten degree
curve has 90% less rail life than rail on tangent track.

To straighten these curves, the ARRC must gain state and federal approval to
exchange approximately 229 ARRC acres for approximately 225 military acres.

This route wili require constr iction of a new roadbed (subgrade) to accommodate
double track widths, which refers to two sets of tracks constructed parallel to each other
and having a minimum 15 foot separation between their centerline locations. Double
tracking is necessary to better accommodate the increased number of passenger and
freight trains that are being operated on the main line ARRC’s present and future

business requires this capital improvement.
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Eklutna. Inc.:

The ARRC has entered into a memorandum of understanding with Eklutna, Inc.
outlining the various property settlements agreed to by both parties.
(memorandum dated August 4, 1999 attached).

The ARRC and Eklutna, Inc. have agreed to exchange certain parcels of land for equal
Eklutna, Inc. would recei' ~ approximately 384 acres (Parcel "C'VPowder

Reserve). The ARRC would r ,ve six parcels (approximately 65 acres) for track
realignment near mile posts 1 .133, 140, 142,146, and 151, and enough land near

the Birchwood Airport to create in equitable exchange. Ail land values are being
determined by a contracted, thiro party appraiser.

value.
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Chugach Alaska Corporation:

The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT) has bid reconstruction of
the Seward Highway from mile post 8 to 18. At approximately mile post 14, the Seward
Highway crosses the Alaska Railroad. As part ofthe DOT’s highway relocation project,
DOT will grade separate this crossing by building a highway overpass. The grade
separation involves a realignment of the Alaska Railroad onto Chugach Alaska
Corporation land.

To realign its track for DOT’s highway project and retain a 200 foot right-of-way, the
ARRC will exchange land with Chugach Alaska Corporation. The ARRC will convey to
Chugach Alaska Corporation 6.4 acres of railroad right-of-way (utility corridor) between
railroad mile posts 14 and 15. Chugach Alaska Corporation will convey an equivalent
interest in real property onto which the railroad utility corridor may be relocated.

Chugach Alaska Corporation will then grant DOT an easement in perpetuity so that
DOT can reconstruct the Seward Highway. This will satisfy Chugach Alaska
Corporation policy for a “no net loss” land exchange.

A memorandi ,i of understanding between DOT, ARRC and Chugach Alaska
Corporation has been drafted. Once finalized, copies will be available.
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