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March 16, 2000

Representative Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair 
Representative Gene Therriault. Co-Chair 
House Finance Committee 
House of Representatives 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re: SB 7; Selection of State Land bv the University of Alaska
Dear House Finance Committee Members:

This firm is the municipal attorney for the City and Borough of Yakutat ("CBY"), on 
whose behalf I have been asked to submit the following written testimony. I ask that 
you include this testimony as part of the record from your March 16 hearing on SB 7.

The CBY's principal concern with SB 7 is that it fails to absolutely protect prior municipal 
entitlement selections from subsequent selections by the University under the proposed 
Bill. The CBY, like many other Alaska boroughs, has made its land selections under the 
municipal entitlement statutes, AS 29.65.010 et seq., but because of lengthy backlogs in 
the Department of Natural Resources review and approval of these entitlements under 
AS 29.65.050(c), the borough has not been able to obtain approval or patent on the 
great majority of its selections.

A new law granting selection rights to the University of Alaska should not in any 
circumstance allow the University to take advantage in delays of approving municipal 
selections, in order to gain title to lands subject to pending selections made by Alaska 
municipalities. However, SB 7 permits the governor tG decide to award a selection to 
the University, even though the land previously has been selected by a municipality. 
Section 5 of SB 7 would enact Sec.14.40.365(e), which states:

(e) Unless the governor provides otherwise under (a) of this 
section, the commissioner of natural resources may not make a
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conveyance of a land selection made by the University of Alaska under 
this section If the commissioner determines that the proposed selection

(1) includes land for which, at the time of its selection under
this section,

(A) a municipality has made a selection under
AS 29.65. . ..

The offensive language is “unless the governor provides otherwise. . . If a 
municipality has made a selection under AS 29.65, such lands should be absolutely off 
limits to University selection unless a municipal selection either has been adjudicated 
and rejected by the Commissioner of Natural Resources or relinquished by the 
municipality. The governor should not be empowered to deny a prior selection by an 
affected municipality, in favor of the University. This would subvert the legislative policy 
which supported the municipal entitlement statutes, which was to provide Alaskan 
municipalities with the wherewithal to promote development in their community or 
borough. AS 29.61129 provides that it is the policy of the State to provide for 
expeditious transfer and patent of land to a municipality in fulfilling its entitlement. The 
failure of the State to live up to this policy should not be compounded by empowering 
the governor to take advantage of such delay by delivering municipally-selected land to 
the University of Alaska.

I am sure the CBY's concerns are shared by the many other Alaska city and boroughs 
with longstanding entitlement selections awaiting approval.

JTB:dp
cc: Jim Morton, Manager -  City and Borough ofYakutat
30C0.5\AK Slate Leg;*. LIT
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M E M Q R A  N D U M May 12, 1999

S U B JE C T : Sectional summary (CSSB 7(FIN)am) (Work Order No. 21 
LS0072\M.a)

T O : Senator Robin Taylor 
Attn: Mel Krogscng

F R O M : Gerald P. Luckliaupt 
Legislative Counsel

Sec. 1. Findings and purpose, including that the University o f  Alaska should own income 
producing land to provide income for the support o f  public higher education.

Si - Legislative intent that the University encourage the development o f  in-state value- 
add industries when developing the land conveyed to it.

Sec. 3. Technical amendment to add the land conveyed under this bill to the provision 
granting the Board o f  Regents the care, control, and management o f  other University land.

Sec. -4. Technical amendment to account for the land conveyed under this bill.

Sec. 5. Adds new sections dealing with new land selections.

Sec. 14.40.365. Allows the University to select 250,000 acres o f  state land. Sets out 
requirements for the land that may be selected. The transfer o f  ownership o f  the land to the 
University includes the interest o f  the state: (1) in minerals; and (2) to oil and gas, but only 
for land that is selected at least 5 years after the effective date o f  the bill. Describes the 
power o f  the state to manage the land selected but not yet conveyed. Lists types o f  land that 
may not be conveyed, including land the conveyance o f  which is determined by the 
Commissioner o f  Natural Resources not to be in the best interest o f  the state. The University 
bears costs o f  selection, platting, surveying, and conveying the land, except the state pays the 
cost o f  recording patents and documents o f  interim conveyance. The University must make 
all selections by December 31, 2010.

Sec. 14.40.366, The Board o f  Regents must establish procedures for mineral leasing 
on the conveyed land that are substantially similar to state procedures. The board must 
prepare an annual plan for the management o f  the land and seek public comment on the plan. 
At least 20 percent o f  the income derived from the management o f  selected land must be
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used at the cam pus that is closest to the land from which the incom e was derived i f  the local 
m unicipality  m atches the incom e.

Sec. 14.40.367. Perm its the president o f  the university , on a determ ination  that it is 
in the best interest o f  the university or on request o f  a person who provided the inform ation, 
to keep confidential certain types o f  inform ation relating to land conveyed to the university 
under AS 14.40 365.

Sec. 14.40.36S. Sorts out w hether the state o r the university  gets the incom e and 
m anagem ent responsibilities on selected lands that are subject to certain types o f  agreements 
(leases, claim s, perm its, etc.). Basically, the state gets the incom e and m anagem ent 
responsib ility  for land subject to leases, perm its, etc, that existed p rior to selection until 
lease, perm it, etc., expires; the state gets the incom e and m anagem ent responsib ility  until 
conveyance for leases, perm its, etc., entered into after selection; and the university gets 
incom e and m anagem ent responsib ility  upon conveyance for all o ther land.

Sec. 6. Includes incom e derived from the m anagem ent o f  selected land in the endow m ent 
trust fund.

Sec. 7. Exem pts from m unicipal taxation property o f  the U niversity .

G PL :jdr
99-272.jdr
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The H on. Robin Taylor 
A laska Senate 
State Capitol

Know ing o f your interest in allocating land to support and enhance the higher educational 
m ission o f the University o f Alaska, I wanted this opportunity to com m ent on H.R. 2958, a bill I 
introduced to provide a federal land grant to the institution. This legislation includes provisions of 
interest to the A laska Legislature.

A s you are aware, Alaska has not received its complete federal land grant. The history behind 
this issue began in 1915 when Congress reserved about 26u,000 acres of public domain for the Alaska 
Agricultural College and School of Mines. The extrem ely slow pace o f surveying prevented m ost o f  the 
land from  being conveyed, so in 1929, Congress granted 100,000 acTes more to the University. This 
brought the total land grant to just over 111,000 acres by the time the 1958 Alaska Statehood bill 
elim inated the original 1915 grant. The result is that A laska’s post-secondary education system is 
denied the resources m d  benefit* of owning a substantial grant that other State systems enjoy.

H.R . 2958 will provide a 250,000 acre grant o f federal land to complete the promise Congress 
originally made, and bring the university endowm ent o f  land up to par with that o f other state 
institutions, all o f which currently rank higher in terms of lend grants received.

One o f the substantive hurdles that m ust be cleared in order to advance a new federal land 
grant is the objection o f opponents who believe that Congress intended the State, through its Statehood 
A ct entitlem ent, tc  grant the university lands it was supposed to have received through the original 1915 
congressional grant. For a number o f reasons I believe this argument is flawed.

Nonetheless, a way to overcome this objection is by a provision I included in H.R. 2958 that 
will provide to the university system up to an additional 250,000 acres o f federal land as long as the 
State o f Alaska m atches it on an acre-for-acrc basis. Clearly, a State match would signal the 
com m itm ent o f the Legislature to augmenting the university’s future through a combination o f federal 
and State grants.

h [rp7/V> outt.gav/ratourco*/



I trust this will explain the rationale behind H.R. 2958. Please do not hesitate to contact m e if 
you have any comments or questions.

Sincerely,

DO N  YOUNG 
Chairman

D Y /cnf
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To provide for the continuation o f higher education through the conveyance 
of certain public, lands in the State o f Alaska to the University o f  
Alaska, and for other purposes.

I N  T H E  H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

S ep tgm uek  2 7 ,  1999
Mr. YOUNO of Alaska introduced the following hill; which was referred to the

Committee on Resources

A  B IL L
T o  p ro v id e  f o r  th e  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  th r o u g h  

th e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  c e r t a in  p u b l ic  la n d s  in  th e  S t a t e  o f  

A la s k a  to  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a ,  a n d  f o r  o th e r  p u r ­

p o s e s .

1 B e  i t  en a c ted  b y  the S e n a te  ancl H ouse  o f  R e p re sen ta -

2  tives  o f  the U n ite d  S ta te s  o f  A m e r ic a  i n  Congress assem bled,

3 SEC TIO N  1. F IN D IN G S AND PU R PO SE S.

4  (a )  F i n d i n g s .— T h e  C o n g r e s s  f in d s  t h a t —

5  (1 )  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a  is t h e  s u c c e s s o r  to

6  a n d  t h e  b e n e f ic ia r y  o f  a l l  F e d e r a l  g r a n t s  a n d  c o n v e v -

7  a n c e s  to  o r  fo r  th e  A la s k a  A g r ic u l tu r a l  C o lle g e  a n d

8 S c h o o l o f  M in e s ;



1 (2 )  u n d e r  t h e  A c ts  o f  M a r c h  4 , 1 9 1 5 , 3 8  S t a t .

2  1 2 1 4 ,  a n d  J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  1 9 2 9 , 4 5  S t a t .  1 0 9 1 ,  t h e

3 U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g r a n t e d  to  t h e  T e r r i t o i y  o f  A la s k a

4  c e r t a i n  f e d e r a l  l a n d  fo r  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a ;

5  (3 )  th e  T e r r i t o i y  w a s  u n a b le  to  re c e iv e  m o s t  o f

6  t h e  la n d  in te n d e d ! to  b e  c o n v e y e d  b y  th e  A c t  o f

7  M a tc h  4 , 1 9 1 5 , b e fo re  r e p e a l  o f  t h a t  A c t  b y  se c .

8 6 (k )  o f  th e  A la s k a  S ta t e h o o d  A c t  ( P u b l ic  L a w  S 5 -

9  5 0 8 ,  7 2  S t a t .  3 3 9 ) ;

10 (4) o n ly  o n e  o th e r  s t a t e  la n d  g r a n t  c o lle g e  in

11 th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  o b ta in e d  a  s m a l le r  la n d  g r a n t

12 f ro m  th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a n  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f

13 A la s k a  h a s  re c e iv e d , a n d  a l l  la n d  g r a n t  c o lle g e s  in

14 t h e  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  h a v e  o b -

15 t a in e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  l a r g e r  l a n d  g r a n t s  t h a n  t h e  U n i-

16 v e r s i t v  o f  A la s k a ;

17 (5 )  a n  a c a d e m ic a l ly  s t r o n g  a n d  f in a n c ia l ly  se -

18 c u r e  s t a t e  u n iv e r s i ty  s y s te m  is  a  c o r n e r s to n e  to  t h e

19 lo n g - te r m  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  s t a b le  p o p u la t io n  a n d  to

2 0  a  h e a l th y ,  d ‘v e r s e  e c o n o m y  a n d  is  in  th e  n a t io n a l  in -

21  t e r e s t ;

2 2  (6 )  th e  n a t io n a l  i n t e r e s t  is s e rv e d  b y  t r a n s f e r -

2 3  r i n g  c e r t a i n  f e d e ra l  la n d s  to  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a

2 4  w h ic h  w ill b e  a b le  to  u s e  a n d  d e v e lo p  th e  r e s o u r c e s

2 5  o f  s u c h  l a n d s  a n d  b y  r e t u r n i n g  c e r t a in  l a n d s  h e ld  b y

2
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1 t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a  lo c a te d  w i th in  c e r t a i n  fe d -

2  e r a l  c o n s e r v a t io n  s y s te m  u n i t s  to  f e d e r a l  o w n e r s h ip ;

3 (7 )  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a  h o ld s  v a l id  le g a l

4  t i t l e  to  a n d  is  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  la n d s

5 t r a n s f e r r e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  to  t h e  T e r r i t o r y

6  a n d  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  f o r  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  a n d  a n  ex -

7  c h a n g e  o f  la n d s  is  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  a n d  in  f u r t h e r a n c e

8 o f  th e  p u r p o s e s  a n d  t e r m s  o f, a n d  t h u s  n o t  in  v io la -

9 t i o n  o f, t h e  F e d e r a l  g r a n t  o f  s u c h  la n d s .

10 (b )  P u r p o s e s .— T h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  a c t  a r e —

11 (1 )  to  fu lf i l l  th e  o r ig in a l  c o m m itm e n t  o f  C o n -

12 g r e s s  to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a  a s  a  l a n d

13 g r a n t  u n iv e r s i t y  w i th  h o ld in g s  s u f f i c i e n t  to  f a c i l i t a t e

14 o p e r a t io n  a n d  m a in te n a n c e  o f  a  u n iv e r s i ty  s y s te m

15 f o r  th e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a ;  a n d

16 (2 )  to  a c q u i r e  f r o m  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A l a s k a

17 la n d s  i t  h o ld s  w i th in  f e d e r a l  P a r k s ,  W ild l i f e  R e f u g e s ,

18 a n d  W i ld e r n e s s  a r e a s .

19 SEC. 2. LAND GRANT.

2 0  ( a )  N o t w i t h s t a n d in g  a n y  o th e r  p ro v is io n  o f  la w  a n d

2 1  s u b j e c t  to  v a l id  e x i s t in g  r i g h t s ,  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a

2 2  ( “ U n iv e r s i t y ” ) is  e n t i t l e d  to  s e le c t  u p  to  2 5 0 ,0 0 0  a c r e s

2 3  o f  f e d e r a l  l a n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t  in  la n d s  in  o r  a d j a c e n t  to  A la s -

2 4  k a  a s  a  g r a n t .  T h e  S e c r e t a i y  o f  th e  I n t e r i o r  ( “ S e c r e t a r y ” )

2 5  s h a l l  p r o m p t l y  c o n v e y  to  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  f e d e r a l  l a n d s  s e -

3

•HR 2958 IH



1 le c te d  a n d  a p p r o v e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  t h e  p ro v is io n s  o f

2  t h i s  A c t .

3  ( b ) ( 1 )  W i th in  4 8  m o n th s  o f  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s

4  A c t ,  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a  m a y  s u b m i t  to  t h e  S e c r e t a r y

5  a  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  l a n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t s  in  la n d s  f o r  c o n v e y a n c e

6  u n d e r  s u b s e c t io n  ( a ) .  T h e  in i t i a l  s e le c t io n  m a y  b e  le s s  t h a n

7  o r  e x c e e d  t h e  m a x im u m  a m o u n t  o f  th e  g r a n t  a n d  t h e  U n i-

8 v e r s i t v  m a v  a d d  o r  d e le te  la n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t  in  l a n d s  d u r i n g

9  t h i s  p e r io d ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  s e le c t io n s  s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  2 7 5 ,0 0 0

10 a c r e s  a t  a n y  o n e  t im e .

11 (2 )  T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  m a y  s e le c t  l a n d s  v a l id ly  s e le c te d

12  b u t  n o t  c o n v e y e d  to  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  o r  to  a  N a t iv e

13 C o r p o r a t io n  o r g a n iz e d  p u r s u a n t  to  th e  A la s k a  N a t iv e

14  C la im s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  (8 5  S t a t .  6 8 8 ) ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  th e s e

15 la n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t s  in  la n d s  m a y  n o t  b e  a p p r o v e d  o r  c o n -

16  v e v e d  to  th e  U n iv e r s i tv  u n le s s  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  o r  th eV *•

17 N a t iv e  C o r p o r a t io n  r e l in q u is h e s  i t s  s e le c t io n  in  w r i t in g .

18 (3 )  T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  m a y  n o t  m a k e  s e le c t io n s  w i th in

19 a  C o n s e r v a t io n  S y s te m  U n i t ,  a s  d e f in e d  in  t h e  A la s k a  N a -

2 0  t io n a l  I n t e r e s t  L a n d s  C o n s e r v a t io n  A c t  (1 6  U .S .C .  3 1 0 1 ) ,

21  o r  in  t h e  T o n g a s s  N a t io n a l  F o r e s t  e x c e p t  w i th in  l a n d s

2 2  c la s s i f ie d  a s  L U D  I I I  o r  L U D  I V  b y  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

2 3  F o r e s t  S e rv ic e  a n d  l im i te d  to  a r e a s  o f  s e c o n d  g r o w th  t im -

2 4  h e r  w h e r e  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t  o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1 , 1 9 5 2 .

4
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1 (4 )  T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  m a y  m a k e  s e le c t io n s  w i t h i n  th e

2  N a t io n a l  P e t r o l e u m  R e s e r v e - A la s k a  ( “ N P R A ” ), e x c e p t

3 t h a t —

4  (A ) n o  s e le c t io n  m a y  b e  m a d e  w i t l i in  a n  a r e a

5  w i th d r a w n  f o r  v i l la g e  s e le c t io n  p u r s u a n t  to  s e c t io n

6  1 1 ( a )  o f  t h e  A la s k a  N a t iv e  C la im s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t

7 f o r  t h e  N a t iv e  v i l la g e s  o f  A tk a s o o k ,  B a r r o w ,  N u iq s i t

8 a n d  W a in w r ig h t ;

9  (B )  n o  s e le c t io n  m a y  b e  m a d e  in  th e  T e s h e k p u k

10 L a k e  S p e c ia l  A r e a  a s  d e p ic te d  o n  a  m a p  d a t e d

11 M a r c h  2 4 ;  a n d

12 (C ) N o  s e le c t io n s  m a y  b e  m a d e  w i th in  th o s e

13 p o r t i o n s  o f  N P R A  n o r th  o f  l a t i t u d e  6 9  d e g r e e s

14 N o r t h  in  e x c e s s  o f  9 2 ,0 0 0  a c r e s .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g

15 a n y  o t h e r  p ro v is io n  o f  th i s  A c t , n o  s e le c t io n  m a y  b e

16 m a d e  w i th in  s u c h  a r e a  d u r in g  th e  tw o  y e a r  p e r io d

17 e x t e n d in g  f ro m  th e  d a t e  o f  e n a c tm e n t  o f  t h i s  a c t .

18 T h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  a t t e m p t  to  c o n c lu d e  a n  a g r e e -

19  m e n t. w i th  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  o f

2 0  A la s k a  p r o v id in g  fo r  s h a r i n g  N P R A  le a s in g  r e v e n u e s

2 1  w i t h i n  th e  tw o  y e a r  p e r io d . I f  th e  S e c r e t a r y  c o n -

2 2  e lu d e s  s u c h  a n  a g r e e m e n t ,  h e  s h a l l  t r a n s m i t  i t  to  th e

2 3  C o n g r e s s ,  a n d  n o  s e le c t io n  m a y  b e  m a d e  w i th in  s u c h

2 4  a r e a  d u r i n g  th e  th r e e  y e a r  p e r io d  e x te n d in g  f r o m  th e

2 5  d a t e  o f  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s  A c t .  I f  l e g is la t io n  h a s  n o t
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1 b e e n  e n a c te d  w i th in  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  th e  d a t e  o f  e n a c t -

2  m e n t  o f  t h i s  A c t  a p p r o v in g  th e  a g r e e m e n t ,  t h e  U n i -

3 v e r s i t y  o f  x i la s k a  m a y  m a k e  s e le c t io n s  w i th in  s u c h

4  a r e a .  A n  a g r e e m e n t  s h a l l  p ro v id e  f o r  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty

5  o f  A la s k a  to  re c e iv e  a  p o r t io n  o f  a n n u a l  r e v e n u e s

6  f r o m  m in e r a l  le a s e s  w i th in  N P R A  in  l ie u  o f  a n y  l a n d

7  s e le c t io n s  w i th in  N P R A  n o r t h  o f  l a t i t u d e  6 9  d e g r e e s

8 N o r th ,  b u t  n o t  to  e x c e e d  t e n  p e r c e n t  o f  s u c h  re v e -

9  n u e s  o r  $ 9  m ill io n  a n n u a l ly ,  w h ic h e v e r  is  le s s .

10 (5 )  W i th in  fo r tv - f iv e  (4 5 )  d a y s  o f  r e c e ip t  o f  a  se le c -

11 t io n ,  t h e  S e c r e ta r y ' s h a l l  p u b l is h  n o t ic e  o f  th e  s e le c t io n  in

12 t h e  F e d e r a l  R e g is te r .  T h e  n o tic e  s h a l l  i d e n t i f y  th e  l a n d s

13 o r  i n t e r e s t  in  la n d s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  s e le c t io n  a n d  p ro v id e

14 f o r  a  p e r io d  fo r  p u b lic  c o m m e n t  n o t  to  e x c e e d  s ix ty  (6 0 )

15 d a v s .

16 (6 )  W i th in  s ix  m o n th s  o f  th e  r e c e ip t  o f  s u c h  a  n o t ic e

17 th e  S e c r e ta r y ' s h a l l  a c c e p t  o r  r e je c t  th e  s e le c t io n  a n d  s h a l l

18 p r o m p t ly  n o t i f y  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  h is  d e c is io n , in c lu d in g

19 t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  a n y  r e je c t io n . A  s e le c t io n  t h a t  is  n o t  re -

2 0  j e c t e d  w i th in  s ix  m o n th s  o f  n o t i f i c a t io n  to  t h e  S e  ' 'e t a r y

21  is  a p p r o v e d  w i th o u t  f u r t h e r  a c t io n .

2 2  (7 )  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  m a y  r e je c t  a  s e le c t io n  i f  t h e  S e c -

2 3  r e t a r y  f in d s  t h a t  t h e  s e le c t io n  w o u ld  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d -

2 4  v e r s e  i m p a c t  o n  a b i l i ty  o f  th e  S e c r e t a r y  to  c o m p ly  w i th

2 5  th e  l a n d  e n t i t l e m e n t  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  A la s k a  S t a t e h o o d
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1 A c t  o r  th e  A la s k a  N a t iv e  C la im s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t .  (4 3

2  U .S .C . 1 6 0 1 )  o r  i f  th e  S e c r e t a r y  f in d s  t h a t  t h e  s e le c t io n

3 w o u ld  h a v e  a  d i r e c t ,  s ig n i f i c a n t  a n d  i r r e v e r s a b le  a d v e r s e

4  e f f e c t  o n  a  C o n s e r v a t io n  S y s te m  U n i t  a s  d e f in e d  in  th e

5  A la s k a  N a t io n a l  I n t e r e s t  C o n s e r v a t io n  A c t .

6  (S ) T h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  p r o m p t ly  p u b l i s h  n o t ic e  o f  a n

7  a c c e p ta n c e  o r  r e je c t io n  o f  a  s e le c t io n  in  t h e  F e d e r a l  R e g -

8 i s t e r .

9  (9 )  A n  a c t io n  t a k e n  p u r s u a n t  to  t h i s  A c t  is n o t  a

10 m a j o r  f e d e r a l  a c t io n  w i th in  th e  m e a n in g  o f  s e c t io n

11 1 0 2 ( 2 ) (C ) o f  P u b l ic  L a w  9 1 - 1 9 0  (S 3  S t a t .  S 5 2 , S 5 3 ) .

12 (c) T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  m a y  n o t  s e k c t  f e d e ra l  la n d s  o r  in -

13 t e r e s t  in  l a n d s  r e s e rv e d  fo r  m i l i t a r y  p u r p o s e s  o r  r e s e r v e d

14 fo r  th e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  a  f e d e ra l  a g e n c y , u n le s s  th e  S e c -

15 r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e  o r  th e  h e a d  o f  th e  a f f e c te d  a g e n c y  a g r e e s

16 to  r e l in q u is h  t h e  la n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t  in  la n d s .

17 (d )  T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  m a y  s e le c t  a d d i t io n a l  l a n d s  o r  in -

18 t e r e s t  in  l a n d s  to  r e p la c e  la n d s  r e je c te d  b y  th e  S e e r e t a i y .

19 (e ) L a n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t  in  l a n d s  s h a l l  b e  s e g r e g a t e d  a n d

2 0  u n a v a i la b le  f o r  s e le c t io n  b y  a n d  c o n v e y a n c e  to  th e  S t a t e

21  o f  A la s k a  o r  a  N a t iv e  C o r p o r a t io n  a n d  s h a l l  n o t  b e  o th e r -

2 2  w is e  e n c u m b e r e d  o r  d is p o s e d  o f  b y  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

2 3  p e n d in g  c o m p le t io n  o f  th e  s e le c t io n  p ro c e s s .

2 4  (f)  T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  m a y  e n t e r  s e le c te d  la n d s  o n  a  n o n -

2 5  e x c lu s iv e  b a s is  to  a s s e s s  th e  o il, g a s ,  m in e r a l  a n d  o t h e r
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1 r e s o u r c e  p o te n t i a l  t h e r e in  a n d  to  e x e rc is e  d u e  d i l ig e n c e  re -

2  g a r d i n g  m a k in g  a  f in a l  s e le c t io n . T h e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  a n d  i t s

3 d e le g a te s  o r  a g e n t s ,  s h a l l  b e  p e r m i t t e d  to  e n g a g e  in  a s s e ;

4  m e n t  te c h n iq u e s  in c lu d in g , b u t  n o t  l im i te d  to ,  c o re  d r i l l in g

5  to  a s s e s s  th e  m e ta l l i f e r o u s  o r  o t h e r  v a lu e s ,  a n d  s u r f a c e

6  g e o lo g ic a l  e x p lo r a t io n  a n d  s e is m ic  e x p lo r a t io n  f o r  o il a n d

7  g a s ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  e x p lo r a to r y  d r i l l in g  o f  o il a n d  g a s  w e lls

8 s h a l l  n o t  b e  p e r m i t te d .

9 (g )  W i th in  o n e  y e a r  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ’s  a p p r o v a l  o f

10 a  s e le c t io n , t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  m a y  m a k e  a  f in a l  d e c is io n

11 w h e th e r  to  a c c e p t  th e s e  la n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t  in  la n d s  a n d  s h a l l

12 n o t i f v  th e  S e c r e t a r v  o f  i t s  d e c is io n . T h e  S e e r e t a r v  s h a l l
V  •>

13 p u b l i s h  n o t ic e  o f  a n y  s u c h  a c c e p ta n c e  in  th e  F e d e r a l  R e g -

14 i s t e r  w i th in  s ix  m o n th s .  E f f e c t iv e  o n  th e  d a t e  t h a t  s u c h

15 n o t ic e  is p u b l is h e d ,  a ll  r ig h t ,  t i t l e ,  a n d  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e

16 U n i t e d  S t a t e s  in  th e  d e s c r ib e d  s e le c t io n , in c lu d in g  th e

17 r i g h t  to  t r a n s f e r ,  a s s ig n ,  a l ie n a te ,  e x c h a n g e ,  g r a n t ,  d e e d ,

18 le a s e  o r  o th e r w is e  c o n v e y  a n y  o r  a ll  p r e s e n t  o r  f u t u r e  in -

19 t e r e s t  in  t h e  la n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t  in  l a n d s  s h a l l  v e s t  in  th e

2 0  U n iv e r s i ty .

2 1  (h )  L a k e s ,  r iv e r s  a n d  s t r e a m s  c o n ta in e d  w i th in  f in a l

2 2  s e le c t io n s  s h a l l  b e  m e a n d e r e d  a n d  la n d s  s u b m e r g e d  t l ie r e -

2 3  u n d e r  s h a l l  be  c o n v e y e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  s e c t io n  9 0 1

2 4  o f  t h e  A la s k a  N a t io n a l  I n t e r e s t  L a n d s  C o n s e r v a t io n  A c t

2 5  ( 9 4  S t a t .  2 3 7 1 ,  2 4 3 0 ;  4 3  U .S .C . 1 6 3 1 ) .

s
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1 ( i)  U p o n  c o m p le t io n  o f  a  s u r v e y  o f  la n d s  p r  :n terte> f s

2  in  la n d s  s u b je c t  to  a n  in te r im  a p p r o v a l ,  t h e  S e e r e t a i y  s h a l l

3 p r o m p t ly  i s s u e  p a t e n t  to  th e s e  la n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t  in  la n d s .

4  ( j)  T h e  S e e r e t a iy  o f  A g r i c u l tu r e  a n d  th e  h e a d s  o f

5  o t h e r  F e d e r a l  d e p a r t m e n ts  a n d  a g e n c ie s  s h a l l  t a k e

6  p r o m p t ly  s u c h  a c t io n s  a s  m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y  to  a s s i s t  th e

7  S e c r e t a r y  im p le m e n t in g  th i s  A c t .

8 SEC . 3. RELIN Q U ISH M EN T O F CERTA IN  UN IV ERSITY  OF

9  ALASKA HOLDINGS.

10  (a )  A s  a  c o n d i t io n  to  a n y  g r a n t  p ro v id e d  b y  s e c t io n

11 2  o f  t h i s  A c t, th e  U n iv e r s i ty  s h a l l  c o n v e y  to  th e  S e e r e t a i y

12  th o s e  la n d s  l i s te d  in  “ T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A l a s k a ’s  I n h o ld in g

13 R e c o n v e y a n c e  D o c u m e n t” a n d  d a t e d  M a y  1 7 , 1 9 9 9 .

1 4  (b )  T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  s h a l l  b e g in  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  th e

15 l a n d s  d e s c r ib e d  in  s u b s e c t io n  (a )  u p o n  a p p r o v a l  o f  s e le c te d

16  la n d s  a n d  s h a l l  c o n v e y  to  th e  S e c r e t a r y  a  p e r c e n ta g e  o f

17 th e s e  l a n d s  a p p r o x im a te ly  e q u a l  to  t h a t  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  th e

18 t o t a l  g r a n t  r e p r e s e n te d  b y  th e  a p p r o v a l .  T h e  U n iv e r s i ty

19  s h a l l  n o t  b e  r e q u i r e d  to  c o n v e y  to  th e  S e e r e t a i y  a n y  la n d s

2 0  o t h e r  t h a n  th o s e  l is te d  in  s u b s e c t io n  ( a ) .  T h e  S e c r e t a r y

2 1  s h a l l  a c c e p t  q u i tc la im  d e e d s  f ro m  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  fo r  th e s e

2 2  la n d s .

2 3  SEC . 4. JU D IC IA L  REVIEW .

2 4  T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a  m a y  b r in g  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e

2 5  a c t io n ,  in c lu d in g  a n  a c t io n  in  th e  n a t u r e  o f  m a n d a m u s ,

9

•H R  2958 IH



1 a g a i n s t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  v io la t io n  o f  t h i s  A c t  o r  f o r  re v ie w

2  o f  a  f in a l  a g e n c y  d e c is io n  t a k e n  u n d e :  t h i s  A c t .  A n  a c t io n

3 p u r s u a n t  to  t h i s  s e c t io n  m a y  b e  b r o u g h t  in  t h e  U n i te d

4  S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  f o r  th e  D i s t r i c t  o f  A la s k a  w i th in  tw o

5  (2 )  y e a r s  o f  t h e  a l le g e d  v io la t io n  o r  f in a l  a g e n c y  d e c is io n .

6  SEC . 6. STATE M ATCHING GRANT.

7  (a )  N o t w i t h s t a n d in g  a n y  o t h e r  p ro v is io n  o f  la w  a n d

8 s u b j e c t  to  v a l id  e x i s t in g  r ig h t s ,  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  m a y , in  a d -

9  d i t io n  to  th e  g r a n t  m a d e  a v a i la b le  in  s e c t io n  2 , s e le c t  u p

10 to  2 5 0 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  f e d e r a l  l a n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t s  in  l a n d s  in

11 o r  a d j a c e n t  to  A la s k a  to  b e  c o n v e y e d  o n  a n  a e r e - f o r - a c r e

12 b a s i s  a s  a  m a t c h in g  g r a n t  fo r  a n y  l a n d s  g r a n t e d  to  th e

13 U n iv e r s i ty  b y  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  o f  e n a e t -

14  m e n t  o f  t h i s  A c t .

15 (b ) S e le c t io n s  o f  l a n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t s  in  l a n d s  p u r s u a n t

16 to  t h i s  s e c t io n  s h a l l  b e  in  p a r c e l s  o f  2 5 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  o r  g r e a t -

17 e r .

18 (c ) G r a n t s  m a d e  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t io n  s h a l l  b e  s u b je c t

19  to  th e  t e r m s  a n d  c o n d i t io n s  a p p l ic a b le  to  g r a n t s  m a d e

2 0  u n d e r  s e c t io n  2  o f  t h i s  A c t .

O
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D e a r  S c n a tc ^ ^ S fJm w sk i:
t

.i

I a m  w ritin g  to d ay  to re q u e s t y o u r  assistance in  o b ta in in g  C o n g ress io n a l e n a c tm e n t o f  
leg is la tio n  to  rec tify  th e  fed era l g o v ern m en t’s .fa ilu re  to  p ro v id e  a  su ffic ie n t en title m e n t to  
the U n iv e rs ity  o f  A lask a , as a  lan d  g ran t in stitu tion , to  su p p o rt h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  i n  o u r  
sta te .

\

A s y o u  k n o w , I  h av e  s tro n g ly  supported  leg isla tio n  re q u ir in g  h ie  co n v e y a n c e  o f  fed era l 
lan d s to  th e  un iv ersity  to  in crease  th e  u n iv e rs ity ’s  o rig in a l en titlem en t. T h is  su p p o rt  w a s  
p rem ised  o n  m y  b e lie f  th a t  th e  un iversity  d id  n o t rece iv e  a  fa ir  an d  eq u ita b le  la n d  
en titlem en t, p a rticu la rly  w h en  co m pared  to  th e  ac reag e  tra n s fe rre d  b y  th e  fed e ra l 
g o v ern m en t to  o ther,lan d  g ran t in stitu tions. A t th e  sam e  tim e , I  h a v e  fe lt th a t  g e n e ra l 
g ran t lan d s co n veyed  b y  th e  fed era l gov ern m en t to  th e  s ta te  u n d e r  th e  A la sk a  S ta teh o o d  
A c t sh o u ld  b e  av a ilab le  fo r  th e  g enera l b en efit o f  all A la sk an s , n o t e a rm a rk e d  fo r  a n y  
s in g le  ag en cy , in c lu d in g  th e  U n iv ersity  o f  A laska.

D e sp ite  m y  su p p o rt fo r  a  fed era l lan d  en titlem ent f o r  th e  u n iv e rs ity , i t  h a s  b e c o m e  
in c reas in g ly  c lea r to  m e  th a t  lan d  conveyance-leg isla tion  h a s  lit tle  l ik e lih o o d  o f  b e in g  
e n ac ted  in to  law . h i  p rev io u s  co rrespondence, I d e sc rib e d  th e  rea so n s  fo r  m y  o p p o sitio n  
to  in c lu d in g  lan d s from  th e  N atio n al P etro leum  R ese rv e -A lask a  a n d  th e  T o n g a ss  N a tio n a l 
F o re s t, a s  ea rlie r  b ills  w o u ld  h av e  allow ed.

H o w e v e r, o n  th e  b as is  o f  la s t y e a r’s  experience in  C o n g re ss , I  h a v e  c o n c lu d e d  th e  
p ro b le m  is  ev en  m o re  fu ndam en tal. M any  m em b ers  o f  C o n g re ss  a p p e a r  to  b e lie v e  th a t 
an y  fu tu re  u n iv e rs ity  la n d  en titlem ents sh o u ld  co m e fro m  la n d s  g ran ted  u n d e r  th e  A lask a  
S ta t e b '. i  A c t, so m eth in g  I  co n tinue to  oppose on  leg a l a n d  p o lic y  g rou n ds. F u rth e r, a 
b ro ad  _pectrum  o f  in te re s t g rou p s, rang ing  from  co n se rv a tio n is ts  to  v a rio u s  d ev e lo p m en t 
in te res ts , opp o se  a  t ta n s fe r  o f  acreage from  th e  fed era l g o v e rn m e n t to  th e  u n iv e rs ity .
A lso , th e  C lin to n  A d m in istra tio n  has ex p ressed  its  s tro n g  o p p o s itio n  to  su c h  a  
co n v e y a n c e . A m o n g  o th e r th in g s, th ese  concerns fo cu s  o n  la n d  m a n a g e m e n t a n d  o th e r
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issu es  g en e ra te d  b y  th e  a c tu a l tran sfe r o f  ac reage , in c lu d in g  se n s itiv e  en v iro n m en ta l 
a reas , f ro m  fed era l o w nersh ip .

G iv en  th e se  rea litie s , I  b e liev e  i t  is  t im e  to  p u rsu e  a n e w  in itia tiv e  to  a s s is t th e  u n iv e rs ir  . 
A c c o rd in g ly , I  re c o m m e n d  w e  jo in tly  se ek  th e  en ac tm en t o f  leg is la tio n  w h ic h  w o u ld  
ea rm a rk  a  p o rtio n  o f  th e  fed era l rev en u es—b on u sef, ren ta ls , an d  ro y a ltie s—fro m  o il an d  
g a s  d ev e lo p m en t in  th e  N a tio n a l Petro leum  R ese rv e -A lask a  (N P R -A ) to  fu n d  th e  corpus 
o f  a  u n iv e rs ity  en d o w m en t. In te res t from  th is  e n d o w m e n t co u ld  b e  u se d  b y  th e  nn iversi y  
to  d iv e rs ify  its  fu n d m g -an d  sc3ye.as a  financial fo u n d atio n  f o r  ex ce llen ce . O f  cou rse , w e 
w o u ld  p ro p o se  th a t  th e  am o u n t o f  th e  federa l co n trib u tio n  to  th e  fu n d  w o u ld  b e  cap p ed  a t 
so m e  rea so n a b le  fig u re , so  th a t th is ob lig a tio n  is  fin ite  in  m ag n itu d e  a n d  d ura tio n .

A fte r  y ea rs  o f  in ad eq u a te  fu n d in g  fo r  the u n iv ers ity , w e b e g a n  tu rn in g  th e  c o m e r  la s t 
y ea r, w ith  a  m o d e s t u n iv e rs ity  b u d g e t increase , in v ig o ra tin g  n e w  lead e rsh ip , an d  :m c w e d  
p u b lic  su p p o rt. T o  h as te n  th e  tu rnarou n d , I  am  ask in g  th e  L eg is la tu re  fo r  th e  co m in g  
y e a r  fo r  a $ 5 .6  m illio n  in crease  fo r th e  u n iversity . Y e t, tak en  a lo n e , I  d o  n o t th ix k  th e se  
m easu re s w ill b e  su ffic ie n t to  ach ieve  the u n iv e rs ity ’s goa ls a s  w e  a p p ro a ch  th e  
2111 cen tu ry . T h e  fu n d in g  m echan ism  suggested  h e re  w o u ld  he lp  Im m ea su rab ly  in  th is 
regard .

i t

I rec o g n ize  ea rm a rk in g  revenues fro m  N P R -A  fo r u n iv e rs ity  p u rp o se s  w ill  b e  no  easy  
ta sk . H o w ev e r, I  b e liev e  ach iev em en t o f  th is  o b jec tiv e  w o u ld  acco m p lish  m u c h  o f  w h a t 
y ou  w e re  se e k in g  in  lan d  g ran t leg isla tion ,.w h ile  av o id in g  th e  p itfa lls  d e sc rib e d  h e re  an d  
in m y  p rev io u s  co rresp o n d en ce .

I  lo o k  fo rw ard  to  w o rk in g  w ith  y o u , th e  un iv ersity , an d  o th e r in te res te d  p a r tie s  in  seek in g  
fa ir trea tm en t f o r  fo e  u n iv e rs ity  b y  fo e  federal gov ern m en t. T h an k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  
co n sid e ra tio n  o f  m y  v iew s.

S incere ly ,

cc: T h e  H o n o rab le  T e d  S tevens
T h e  H o n o rab le  D on  Y oung
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T o provide for the continuation  o f higher education  th roug h  the  conveyance 
o f certa in  public lands in the S ta te  o f A laska to the  U niversity  o f 
A laska, and  for o th e r purposes.

I N  T H E  S E N A T E  O P  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S

.Ma rc h  26, 1999
.Mr. MUHKOWSKI introduced the following bill; which w as read twice and  

referred  to the Com m ittee t. . E nergy  and N a tu ra l Resources

.Ju n e  2, 1999
R eported  u n der au th o rity  o f the o rder of the S enate  o f M ay 27, 1999, by Mr. 

MUKKOWSKI, with an am endm ent
(Oinit tin: pa r t  struck tliruueii imhI insert tin: pa r t  printed in italic|

A  B IL L
T o  p r o v id e  f o r  th e  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  l i i g h e r  e d u c a t io n  th r o u g h  

t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  c e r t a in  p u b l ic  l a n d s  in  th e  S t a t e  o f  

A la s k a  to  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a ,  a n d  fo r  o t h e r  p u r ­

p o s e s .

1 B e i t  enacted  b y  the S e n a te  a n d  H o u se  o f  R e p rc sen ta -

2  tiv e s  o f  the U n ited  S ta te s  o f  A m e r ic a  in  C ongress assem bled,



1 SE C TIO N  1. FIN D IN G S AND PU R PO SE S.

2  ( a )  F i n d i n g s .— T h e  C o n g r e s s  f in d s  t h a t —

3 (1 )  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a  is  t h e  s u c c e s s o r  to

4  a n d  th e  b e n e f ic ia ry  o f  a l l  F e d e r a l  g r a n t s  a n d  c o n v e y -

5 a n c e s  to  o r  fo r  th e  A la s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o lle g e  a n d

6  S c h o o l  o f  M in e s ;

7  . (2 )  u n d e r  th e  A c ts  o f  M a r c h  4 , 1 9 1 5 ,  3 8  S t a t .

8 1 2 1 4 ,  a n d  J a n u a r y  2 1 , 1 9 2 9 ,  4 5  S t a t .  1 0 9 1 ,  th e

9  U n i te d  S t a t e s  g r a n t e d  to  th e  T e r r i t o i y  o f  A la s k a

10  c e r t a in  f e d e ra l  la n d  fo r  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a ;

11 (3) th e  T e r r i to r y ' w a s  u n a b l e  to  re c e iv e  m o s t  o f

12 th e  l a n d  in te n d e d  to  b e  c o n v e y e d  b y  th e  A c t  o f

13 M a r c h  4 , 1 9 1 5 , b e fo re  r e p e a l  o f  t h a t  A c t  b y  se c .

14  6 (k )  o f  th e  A la s k a  S ta t e h o o d  A c t  ( P u b l ic  L a w  8 5 -

15 SOS, 7 2  S t a t .  3 3 9 ) ;

16 (4 )  o n ly  o n e  o th e r  s t a t e  la n d  g r a n t  c o lle g e  in

17 th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  h a s  o b ta in e d  a  s m a l l e r  l a n d  g r a n t

18 f ro m  th e  f e d e ra l  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a n  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f

19 A la s k a  h a s  re c e iv e d , a n d  a l l  l a n d  g r a n t  c o lle g e s  in

2 0  th e  w e s te r n  s t a t e s  o f  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a v e  o b -

2 1  t a in e d  s u b s t a n t i a l ly  l a r g e r  la n d  g r a n t s  t h a n  th e  U n i-

2 2  v e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a ;

2 3  (5 ) a n  a c a d e m ic a l ly  s t r o n g  a n d  f in a n c ia l ly  se -

2 4  c u r e  s t a t e  u n iv e r s i ty  s y s te m  is  a  c o r n e r s to n e  to  t h e

2 5  lo n g - te r m  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  a  s t a b le  p o p u la t io n  a n d  to
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1 a  h e a l th y ,  d iv e r s e  e c o n o m y  a n d  is  in  t h e  n a t io n a l  in -

2  t e r e s t ;

3  (6 ) t h e  n a t io n a l  i n t e r e s t  is  s e r v e d  b y  t r a n s f e r -

4  r i n g  c e r t a i n  f e d e ra l  l a n d s  to  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a

5  w h ic h  w ill b e  a b le  to  u s e  a n d  d e v e lo p  t h e  r e s o u r c e s

6  o f  s u c h  la n d s  a n d  b y  r e t u r n i n g  c e r t a i n  l a n d s  h e ld  b y

7  t h e - U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A la s k a  lo c a te d  w i th in  c e r t a in  fe d -

8 e r a l  c o n s e r v a t io n  s y s te m  u n i t s  to  f e d e r a l  o w n e rs h ip ;

9  (7 )  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A l a s k a  h o ld s  v a l id  le g a l

10  t i t l e  to  a n d  is r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  l a n d s

11 t r a n s f e r r e d  b v  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  to  th e  T e r r i t o i y
V  w

1 2  a n d  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  fo r  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  a n d  a n  ex -

13 c h a n g e  o f  l a n d s  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  a n d  in  f u r t h e r a n c e

14 o f  th e  p u r p o s e s  a n d  t e r m s  o f, a n d  t h u s  n o t  in  v io la -

15 t io n  o f, th e  F e d e r a l  g r a n t  o f  s u c h  la n d s .

16 (b )  P u r p o s e s .— T h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  a c t  a r e —

17 (1 )  to  fu lf ill  th e  o r ig in a l  c o m m i tm e n t  o f  C o n -

18 g r e s s  to  e s ta b l i s h  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a  a s  a  l a n d

19 g r a n t  u n iv e r s i ty  w i th  h o ld in g s  s u f f i c i e n t  to  f a c i l i t a te

2 0  o p e r a t io n  a n d  m a in te n a n c e  o f  a  u n iv e r s i ty  s y s te m

2 1  f o r  th e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a ;  a n d

2 2  (2 )  to  a c q u i r e  f ro m  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a

2 3  la n d s  i t  h o ld s  w i th in  f e d e r a l  P a r k s ,  W ild life  R e fu g e s ,

2 4  a n d  W ild e r n e s s  a r e a s .
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1 SEC. 2. LAND GRANT.

2  (a )  N o t w i t h s t a n d in g  a n y  o t h e r  p ro v is io n  o f  la w  a n d

3 s u b je c t  to  v a l id  e x i s t in g  r ig h t s ,  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a

4  ( “ U n iv e r s i ty ” ) is  e n t i t l e d  to  s e le c t  u p  to  2 5 0 ,0 0 0  a c r e s

5 o f  f e d e r a l  la n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t  in  l a n d s  in  o r  a d j a c e n t  to  A la s -

6  k a  a s  a  g r a n t .  T h e  S e e r e t a i y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  ( “ S e e r e ta iy ’” )

7  s h a l l  p r o m p t ly  c o n v e y  to  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  f e d e r a l  la n d s  se -

8 le c te d  a n d  a p p r o v e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f

9  t l i is  A c t .

10 ( b ) ( 1 )  W i th in  4 S  m o n th s  o f  th e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s

11 A c t ,  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a  m a y  s u b m i t  to  th e  S e e r e t a i y

12 a  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  l a n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t s  in  l a n d s  fo r  c o n v e y a n c e

13 u n d e r  s u b s e c t io n  ( a ) .  T h e  in i t i a l  s e le c t io n  m a y  b e  le s s  t h a n

14 o r  e x c e e d  th e  m a x im u m  a m o u n t  o f  th e  g r a n t  a n d  t h e  U n i-

15 v e r s i t y  m a y  a d d  o r  d e le te  la n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t  in  la n d s  d u r i n g

16 t h i s  p e r io d ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  s e le c t io n s  s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  2 7 5 ,0 0 0

17 a c r e s  a t  a n y  o n e  t im e .

18 (2 )  T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  m a y  s e le c t  la n d s  v a l id ly  s e le c te d

19 b u t  n o t  c o n v e y e d  to  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  o r  to  a  N a t iv e

2 0  C o r p o r a t io n  o r g a n iz e d  p u r s u a n t  to  t h e  A la s k a  N a t iv e

21  C la im s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  (8 5  S t a t .  O SS), e x c e p t  t h a t  th e s e

2 2  l a n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t s  in  la n d s  m a y  n o t  b e  a p p r o v e d  o r  c o n -

2 3  v e y e d  to  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  u n le s s  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  o r  th e

2 4  N a t iv e  C o r p o r a t io n  r e l in q u i s h e s  i t s  s e le c t io n  in  w r i t in g .

2 5  (3 )  T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  m a y  n o t  m a k e  s e le c t io n s  w i th in

2 6  a  C o n s e r v a t io n  S v s te m  U n i t ,  a s  d e f in e d  in  t h e  A la s k a  N a -
V  '
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1 t io n a l  I n t e r e s t  L a n d s  C o n s e r v a t io n  A c t  (1 6  U .S .C . 3 1 0 1 ) ,

2  o r  in  t h e  T o n g a s s  N a t io n a l  F o r e s t  e x c e p t  w i th in  la n d s

3 c la s s i f ie d  a s  L U D  I I I  o r  L U D  I V  b y  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

4  F o r e s t  S e rv ic e  a n d  l im i te d  to  a r e a s  o f  s e c o n d  g r o w th  t im -

5  b e r  w h e r e  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t  o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1 , 1 9 5 2 .

6  (4 )  T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  m a y  m a k e  s e le c t io n s  w i th in  t h e

7  N a t i o n a l  P e t r o l e u m  R e s e rv e -A la s k a  ( “ N P R A ” ), e x c e p t

8 t h a t —

9 (A ) n o  s e le c t io n  m a y  b e  m a d e  w i th in  a n  a r e a

10 w i th d r a w n  fo r  v i l la g e  s e le c t io n  p u r s u a n t  to  s e c t io n

11 1 1 ( a )  o f  th e  A la s k a  N a t iv e  C la im s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t

12 f o r  th e  N a t iv e  v i l la g e s  o f  A tk a s o o k ,  B a r r o w , N u iq s i t

13 a n d  W a in v v r ig h t;

14  (B )  n o  s e le c t io n  m a y  b e  m a d e  in  th e  T e s h e k p u k

15 L a k e  S p e c ia l  A r e a  a s  d e p ic te d  o n  a  m a p  d a te d

16 M a r c h  2 4 ;  a n d

17 (C ) N o  s e le c t io n s  m a y  lie m a d e  w i th in  th o s e

18 p o r t io n s  o f  N P R A  n o r th  o f  l a t i t u d e  6 9  d e g r e e s

19 N o r t h  in  e x c e s s  o f  9 2 ,0 0 0  a c r e s .  N o tw i t h s t a n d in g

2 0  a n y  o t h e r  p ro v is io n  o f  th i s  A c t ,  n o  s e le c t io n  m a y  b e

2 1  m a d e  w i th in  s u c h  a r e a  d u r i n g  th e  tw o  y e a r  p e r io d

2 2  e x te n d in g  f ro m  th e  d a te  o f  e n a c tm e n t  o f  th is  a c t .

2 3  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  a t t e m p t  to  c o n c lu d e  a n  a g r e e -

2 4  m e n t  w i th  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  c f  A la s k a  a n d  th e  S t a t e  o f

2 5  A l a s k a  p r o v id in g  f o r  s h a r i n g  N P R A  le a s in g  r e v e n u e s

5
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1 w i th in  th e  tw o  y e a r  p e r io d . I f  t h e  S e e r e t a i y  c o n -

2  e lu d e s  s u c h  a n  a g r e e m e n t ,  h e  s h a l l  t r a n s m i t  i t  to  th e

3 C o n g r e s s ,  a n d  n o  s e le c t io n  m a y  b e  m a d e  w i t h i n  s u c h

4  a r e a  d u r i n g  th e  t h r e e  y e a r  p e r io d  e x te n d in g  f r o m  th e

5 d a t e  o f  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s  A c t .  I f  l e g is la t io n  h a s  n o t

6  b e e n  e n a c t e d  w i th in  th r e e  y e a r s  o f  t h e  d a t e  n f  e n a e t -

7  m e n t  o f  t h i s  A c t  a p p r o v in g  th e  a g r e e m e n t ,  t h e  U n i-

8 v e r s i t y  o f  A la s k a  m a y  m a k e  s e le c t io n s  w i th in  s u c h

9  a r e a .  A n  a g r e e m e n t  s h a l l  p ro v id e  fo r  th e  U n iv e r s i ty

10 o f  A la s k a  to  re c e iv e  a  p o r t io n  o f  a n n u a l  r e v e n u e s

11 f ro m  m in e r a l  le a s e s  w i th in  N P R A  in  lie u  o f  a n y  l a n d

12 s e le c t io n s  w i th in  N P R A  n o r th  o f  l a t i t u d e  6 9  d e g r e e s

13 N o r th ,  b u t  n o t  to  e x c e e d  te n  p e r c e n t  o f  s u c h  re v e -

14 n u e s  o r  $ 9  m ill io n  a n n u a l ly ,  w h ic h e v e r  is  le s s .

15 (5 )  W i th in  fo r ty - f iv e  (4 5 )  d a y s  o f  r e c e ip t  o f  a  se le o -

16 t io n ,  t h e  S e e r e t a i y  s h a l l  p u b l i s h  n o t ic e  o f  th e  s e le c t io n  in

17 th e  F e d e r a l  R e g is te r .  T h e  n o t ic e  s h a l l  i d e n t i f y  t h e  l a n d s

18 o r  i n t e r e s t  in  i a n d s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  s e le c t io n  a n d  p ro v id e

19 f o r  a  p e r io d  f o r  p u b l ic  c o m m e n t  n o t  to  e x c e e d  s ix ty  (6 0 )

2 0  d a y s .

2 1  (6 )  W i th in  s ix  m o n th s  o f  th e  r e c e ip t  o f  s u c h  a  n o t ic e

2 2  th e  S e e r e t a i y  s h a l l  a c c e p t  o r  r e je c t  th e  s e le c t io n  a n d  s h a l l

2 3  p r o m p t ly  n o t i f y  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  h is  d e c is io n , in c lu d in g

2 4  th e  r e a s o n s  fo r  a n y  r e je c t io n .  A  s e le c t io n  t h a t  is  n o t  re -
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1 j e c t e d  w i th in  s ix  m o n th s  o f  n o t i f ic a t io n  to  t h e  S e c r e t a r y

2  is  a p p r o v e d  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  a c t io n .

3 (7 )  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  m a y  r e je c t  a  s e le c t io n  i f  t i ie  S e c -

4  r e t a r y  f in d s  t h a t  th e  s e le c t io n  w o u ld  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d -

5 v e r s e  i m p a c t  o n  a b i l i ty  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  to  c o m p ly  w i th

6  t h e  l a n d  e n t i t l e m e n t  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  A la s k a  S t a t e h o o d

7  A c t  o r  th e  A la s k a  N a t iv e  C la im s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t .  (4 3

8 U .S .C . 1 6 0 1 )  o r  i f  th e  S e c r e t a r y  f in d s  t h a t  t h e  s e le c t io n

9  w’o u ld  h a v e  a  d i r e c t ,  s ig n i f i c a n t  a n d  i r r e v e r s a b le  a d v e r s e

10 e f f e c t  o n  a  C o n s e r v a t io n  S y s te m  U n i t  a s  d e f in e d  in  th e

11 A la s k a  N a t io n a l  I n t e r e s t  C o n s e r v a t io n  A c t.

12 (8 )  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  p r o m p t ly  p u b l is h  n o t ic e  o f  a n

13 a c c e p ta n c e  o r  r e je c t io n  o f  a  s e le c t io n  in  th e  F e d e r a l  R e g -

14 i s t e r .

15 (9 )  A n  a c t io n  t a k e n  p u r s u a n t  to  th is  A c t  is n o t  a

16 m a j o r  f e d e r a l  a c t io n  w i th in  th e  m e a n in g  o f  s e c t io n

17 1 0 2 ( 2 ) ( C )  o f  P u b l ic  L a w  9 1 - 1 9 0  (8 3  S t a t .  S 5 2 , S 5 3 ) .

18 (c ) T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  m a y  n o t  s e le c t  f e d e ra l  la n d s  o r  in -

19 t e r e s t  in  l a n d s  -“s e rv e d  fo r  m i l i t a r y  p u r p o s e s  o r  r e s e r v e d

2 0  fo r  th e  a d m in i s  a t io n  o f  a  f e d e ra l  a g e n c y , u n le s s  t h e  S e c -

21  r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e  o r  th e  h e a d  o f  th e  a f f e c te d  a g e n c y  a g r e e s

2 2  to  r e l in q u i s h  th e  l a n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t  in  la n d s .

2 3  (d )  T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  m a y  s e le c t  a d d i t io n a l  la n d s  o r  in -

2 4  t e r e s t  in  la n d s  to  re p la c e  la n d s  r e je c te d  b y  th e  S e c r e t a r y .

7
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1 (e )  L a n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t  in  la n d s  s h a l l  b e  s e g r e g a t e d  a n d

2  u n a v a i la b le  f o r  s e le c t io n  b y  a n d  c o n v e y a n c e  to  t h e  S t a t e

3  o f  A l a s k a  o r  a  N a t iv e  C o r p o r a t io n  a n d  s h a l l  n o t  b e  o th e r -

4  w is e  e n c u m b e r e d  o r  d is p o s e d  o f  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

5 p e n d i n g  c o m p le t io n  o f  t h e  s e le c t io n  p ro c e s s .

6  ( f )  T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  m a y  e n t e r  s e le c te d  la n d s  o n  a  n o n -

7  e x c lu s iv e , b a s i s  to  a s s e s s  th e  o il, g a s ,  m in e r a l  a n d  o th e r

8 r e s o u r c e  p o t e n t i a l  t h e r e in  a n d  to  e x e rc is e  d u e  d i l ig e n c e  re -

9  g a rc l in g  m a k in g  a  f in a l  s e le c t io n . T h e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  a n d  i t s

10  d e le g a te s  o r  a g e n t s ,  s h a l l  b e  p e r m i t t e d  to  e n g a g e  in  a s s e s s -

11 m e n t  t e c h n iq u e s  in c lu d in g ,  b u t  n o t  l im i te d  to , c o re  d r i l l i n g

12 to  a s s e s s  t h e  m e ta l l i f e r o u s  o r  o th e r  v a lu e s ,  a n d  s u r f a c e

13 g e o lo g ic a l  e x p lo r a t io n  a n d  s e is m ic  e x p lo r a t io n  f o r  o il a n d

14 g a s ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  e x p lo r a to r y  d r i l l in g  o f  o il a n d  g a s  w e lls

15 s h a l l  n o t  b e  p e r m i t t e d .

16 (g )  W i th in  o n e  y e a r  o f  th e  S e c r e t a r y ’s a p p r o v a l  o f

17 a  s e le c t io n ,  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  m a y  m a k e  a  f in a l  d e c is io n

18 w h e t h e r  to  a c c e p t  t h e s e  la n d s  o r  i n te r e s t  in  la n d s  a n d  s h a l l

19 n o t i f y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  i t s  d e c is io n . T h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l

2 0  p u b l i s h  n o t ic e  o f  a n y  s u c h  a c c e p ta n c e  in  th e  F e d e r a l  R e g -

2 1  i s t e r  w i th in  slx  m o n th s .  E f f e c t iv e  o n  th e  d a te  t h a t  s u c h

2 2  n o t ic e  is  p u b l i s h e d ,  a ll  r i g h t ,  t i t le ,  a n d  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e

2 3  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  in  th e  d e s c r ib e d  s e le c t io n , in c lu d in g  th e

2 4  r i g h t  to  t r a n s f e r ,  a s s ig n ,  a l i e n a te ,  e x c h a n g e , g r a n t ,  d e e d ,

2 5  le a s e  o r  o th e r w is e  c o n v e y  a n y  o r  a ll  p r e s e n t  o r  f u t u r e  in -

s
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1 t e r e s t  in  t h e  la n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t  in  la n d s  s h a l l  v e s t  in  th e

2  U n iv e r s i ty .

3 (h )  L a k e s ,  r iv e r s  a n d  s t r e a m s  c o n ta in e d  w ith in , f in a l

4  s e le c t io n s  s h a l l  b e  m e a n d e r e d  a n d  la n d s  s u b m e r g e d  t h e r e -

5  u n d e r  s h a l l  b e  c o n v e y e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  s e c t io n  9 0 1

6  o f  t h e  A la s k a  N a t io n a l  I n t e r e s t  L a n d s  C o n s e r v a t io n  A c t

7  (9 4  S t a t . . 2 3 7 1 ,  2 4 3 0 ;  4 3  U .S .C . 1 6 3 1 ) .

8 (i) U p o n  c o m p le t io n  o f  a  s u r v e y  o f  l a n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t s

9 in  la n d s  s u b je c t  to  a n  in te r im  a p p r o v a l ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l

10  p r o m p t ly  i s s u e  p a t e n t  to  th e s e  la n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t  in  l a n d s .

11 ( j)  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  A g r ic u l tu r e  a n d  t h e  h e a d s  o f

12  o th e r  F e d e r a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c ie s  s h a l l  t a k e

13 p r o m p t ly  s u c h  a c t io n s  a s  m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y  to  a s s i s t  t h e

14  S e e r e t a i y  im p le m e n t in g  th i s  A c t .

15 SEC. 3. RELINQUISHMENT OF CERTAIN UNIVERSITY OF

16 ALASKA HOLDINGS.

17 (a )  A s  a  c o n d i t io n  to  a n y  g r a n t  p r o v id e d  b}r s e c t io n

18 2  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  s h a l l  c o n v e y  to  t h e  S e c r e t a r y

19  th o s e  l a n d s  l i s te d  in  “ T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A l a s k a ’s  I n h o l d in g

2 0  R e c o n v e y a n c e  D o c u m e n t ”  a n d  d a t e d  A p r i l 4 9 9 7 t  M a y

21  17, 1999.

2 2  (b ) T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  s h a l l  b e g in  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  t h e

2 3  l a n d s  d e s c r ib e d  in  s u b s e c t io n  (a )  u p o n  a p p r o v a l  o f  s e le c te d

2 4  la n d s  a n d  s h a l l  c o n v e y  to  th e  S e e r e t a i y  a  p e r c e n ta g e  o f

2 5  th e s e  l a n d s  a p p r o x im a te ly  e q u a l  to  t h a t  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  t h e

9
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1 t o t a l  g r a n t  r e p r e s e n te d  b y  th e  a p p r o v a l .  T h e  U n iv e r s i t y

2  s h a l l  n o t  b e  r e q u i r e d  to  c o n v e y  to  th e  S e c r e t a r y  a n y  l a n d s

3 o th e r  t h a n  th o s e  l i s te d  in  s u b s e c t io n  ( a ) .  T h e  S e c r e t a r y

4  s h a l l  a c c e p t  q u i tc la im  d e e d s  f ro m  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  f o r  t h e s e

5  la n d s .

6 S E C . 4. J U D IC IA L  R E V IE W .

7  T h e . U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a  m a y  b r in g  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e

8 a c t io n ,  in c lu d in g  a n  a c t io n  in  th e  n a t u r e  o f  m a n d a m u s ,

9 a g a i n s t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  fo r  v io la t io n  o f  t h i s  A c t  o r  f o r  re v ie wo  **

10 o f  a  f in a l  a g e n c y  d e c is io n  t a k e n  u n d e r  t h i s  A c t .  xVn a c t io n

11 p u r s u a n t  to  th i s  s e c t io n  m a y  b e  b r o u g h t  in  th e  U n i t e d

12 S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  fo r  th e  D i s t r i c t  o f  A la s k a  w i th in  tw o

13 (2 )  y e a r s  o f  t h e  a l le g e d  v io la t io n  o r  f in a l  a g e n c y  d e c is io n .

14 SEC. 6. STATE MATCHING GRANT.

15 ( a )  N o t w i t h s t a n d in g  a n y  o th e r  p ro v is io n  o f  la w  a n d

16 s u b j e c t  to  v a l id  e x is t in g  r ig h t s ,  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  m a y , in  a d -

17 d i t io n  to  t h e  g r a n t  m a d e  a v a i la b le  in  s e c t io n  2 , s e le c t  u p

18 to  2 5 0 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  f e d e ra l  la n e 's  o r  i n t e r e s t s  in  l a n d s  in

19 o r  a d j a c e n t  to  A la s k a  to  b e  c o n v e y e d  o n  a n  a c r e - f o r - a c r e

2 0  b a s i s  a s  a  m a tc h in g  g r a n t  f o r  a n y  l a n d s  g r a n t e d  to  th e

21  U n iv e r s i ty  b v  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  a f t e r  th e  d a t e  o f  e n a c t -
b  V

2 2  m e n t  o f  t h i s  A c t .

2 3  (b )  S e le c t io n s  o f  la n d s  o r  i n t e r e s t s  in  l a n d s  p u r s u a n t

2 4  to  th i s  s e c t io n  s h a l l  b e  in  p a r c e ls  o f  2 5 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  o r  g r e a t -

2 5  e r .

10
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1 (c )  G r a n t s  m a d e  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t io n  s h a l l  b e  s u b j e c t

2  to  t h e  t e r m s  a n d  c o n d i t io n s  a p p l ic a b le  to  g r a n t s  m a d e

3  u n d e r  s e c t io n  2  o f  t h i s  A c t .

1 1
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750 W. 2nd Ave. #109, Anchorage AK 99501 /  Ph. 907-258-6171 /  Fax 907-258-6177

P.O. Box 22151, Juneau AK 99802 /  Ph. 907-463-3366 /  Fax 907-463-3312 /  unitc@akvoice.org

SENATE BILL 7 ~ University Lands Bill

House Finance Committee 
March 3,2000

Alaska Conservation Voters, formerly Alaska Conservation Voice, is a  not-ror-profit organization dedicated to 
protecting Alaska's environment through public education and advocacy. Our 40 member organizations 
represent over 22,000 registered Alaskan voters. ACV believes investment in our university system is 
critical for the state’s continued economic prosperity and for enabling the state’s participation in the devel­
oping intellectual and knowledge-based economy that is fueling our country's progress. We support funding 
that will guarantee a strong university system now and in the future.

ACV is pleased to se e  that the House Resource Committee Substitute for the CS of SB 7 addresses 
several of our concerns with environmental impacts of this legislation, namely providing for consultation with 
ADF&G and requiring protection of riparian areas. Nevertheless, we continue to believe that SB 7 does not 
guaran tee; .dequate or reliable funding for the university. Simply put, the university's full attention should be 
directed towards education, where it has expertise, and not be diverted towards the complex and often 
contentious arena of land management. We urge you to oppose this legislation and instead seek more 
effective, viable ways that address the imminent financial needs of the university.

We continue to have serious concerns with SB 7, including:

• Alaskans may lose the use of 250,000 acres of our public lands, including the potential loss of acreage 
within our state game refuges, state game sanctuaries, state recreation areas, recreational mining 
areas, state critical habitat areas, etc., including one of our state parks -  all of which are in the public 
domain.

• Because of the university's aggressive development polices, the bill threatens fish and wildlife re­
sources, as well as the subsistence, recreational, and commercial uses that depend on them. It 
threatens community water sources and local use, expansion and planning options. At both the local 
and regional level, university land selections would further complicate confusing land ownership patterns 
and make sorting out the conflicts a costly and time-consuming process.

• Even with the language in the House Committee Substitute to ensure access, SB 7 may impact highly 
valued access rights on selected lands that the university chooses to sell to a third party or develop in 
such a way as to preclude access. Potentially at risk are the hunting, fishing, skiing, mushing, and 
innumerable other recreational and commercial activities that Alaskans depend upon.

• SB 7 very likely violates the Dedicated Fund Clause, Article IX, Section 7, of the Alaska Constitution.
The Dedicated Fund Clause explicitly allows continuation of dedicated funds that predated ratification of 
the constitution and it also allows dedicated funds required to participate in federal programs. While the 
existing university land trust does not violate the clause because it m eets the two circumstances, any 
new grant of land created by SB 7 would NOT meet either circumstance.

OVER

C o n s e r v e  A l a s k a .  I t ’ s  O n l y  N a t u r a l .
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To: Representatives Tlicrriault and Mulder. Co-chairs 
House Finance Committee

From: Dick Bisliop. Alaska Outdoor Council -- 463-3X30

House CS for CS for SB7 (Res) lacks a critically important provision for ensuring the integrity o f legislatively 
designated outdoor habitat and use areas.

We propose the following amendment to correct this inadequacy:

Page 5. line 2. DELETE THE ENTIRE TEXT.

REPLACE WITH THE FOLLOWING TEXT: is a legislatively designated area.including but not
limited

to statccritical habitat areas, wildlife refuges, wildlife sanctuarics.forcsts.parks.recrcation
areas, range

areas.public use areas, and recreational mining areas, or is a state administratively designated site
ded

icated to public access or other uses.

We believe this amendment is necessary because the Department of Natural Resources pointed out to the House 
Resources Committee in their 2/9/2000 letter that many of the areas listed above arc technically not "reserved by 
law from the public domain". DNR's letter is atluchcd.

In addition, we have learned that administratively established sites, such as boat landings developed by ADF&G 
and administered by DNR. arc developed using federal funds in a contractural arrangement which requires 
ongoing use for a time period specified in the contract. If the access site were selected by the University and the 
contracted use stopped or changed, not only would the public lose the access, but the federal agency would demand 
its money back
as the contract requires. The funds involved in boat access arc Wallop-Breaax funds administered by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and have wide use in providing for Alaskans1 outdoor activities. We do not know at this time 
if federal "strings" arc attached to other state access or use sites such as state park visitor /viewing/rest or similar 
sites. If Congressman Young's CARA bill passes there certainly will be more money, with strings.
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SENATE BILL 7 -  University Lands Bill

House Finance Committee 
March 3 ,2000

Alaska Conservation Voters, formerly Alaska Conservation Voice, is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to 
protecting Alaska's environment through public education and advocacy. Our 40 member organizations 
represent over 22,000 registered Alaskan voters. ACV believes investment in our university system is 
critical for the state’s continued economic prosperity and for enabling the state’s participation in the devel­
oping intellectual and knowledge-based economy that is fueling oi ir c  untry's progress. We support funding 
that will guarantee a strong university system now and in the future.

ACV is pleased to see  that the House Resource Committee Substitute for the CS of SB 7 addresses 
several of our concerns with environmental impacts of this legislation, namely providing for consultation with 
ADF&G and requiring protection of riparian areas. Nevertheless, we continue to believe that SB 7 does not 
guarantee adequate or reliable funding for the university. Simply put, the university's full attention should be 
directed towards education, where it has expertise, and not be diverted towards the complex and cften 
contentious arena of land management. We urge you to oppose this legislation and instead seek more 
effective, viable ways that address the imminent financial needs of the university.

W e continue to have serious concerns with SB 7, including:

• Alaskans may lose the use of 250,000 acres of our public lands, including the potential loss of acreage 
within our state game refuges, state game sanctuaries, state recreation areas, recreational mining 
areas, state critical habitat areas, etc., including one of our state parks -  all of which are in the public 
domain.

• Because of the university's aggressive development polices, the bill threatens fish and wildlife re­
sources, as well as the subsistence, recreational, and commercial uses that depend on them. It 
threatens community water sources and local use, expansion and planning options. At both the local 
and regional level, university land selections would further complicate confusing land ownership paderns 
and make sorting out the conflicts a costly and time-consuming process.

• Even with the language in the House Committee Substitute to ensure access, SB 7 may impact highly 
valued access rights on selected lands that the university chooses to sell to a third party or develop in 
such a way as to preclude access. Potentially at risk are the hunting, fishing, skiing, mushing, and 
innumerable other recreational and commercial activities that Alaskans depend upon.

• SB 7 very likely violates the Dedicated Fund Clause, Article IX, Section 7, of the Alaska Constitution.
The Dedicated Fund Clause explicitly allows continuation of dedicated funds that predated ratification of 
the constitution and it also allows dedicated funds required to participate in federal programs. While the 
existing university land trust does not violate the clause because it meets the two circumstances, any 
new grant of land created by SB 7 would NOT meet either circumstance.

OVER

C o n s e r v e  A l a s k a .  I t ’ s  O n l y  N a t u r a l .
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If SB 7 becom es law, the university will select 250,000 acres with the highest potential for future 
revenue generation. At this time of significant budget shortfalls, the last thing the legislature 
should do is remove the sta te 's 250,000 most promising acres for future revenue and dedicate 
them to a single purpose.

Alaskans deserve a strong university for our children, BUT we urge you to support the university 
through appropriations, not through land giveaways like SB 7.

Susan Schrader, 
Conservation Advocate



To: Representatives Thcrriaull and Muidcr. Co-chairs 
House Finance Committee

From: Dick Bishop. Alaska Outdoor Council —463-3830

House CS for CS foi SB7 (Res) lacks a critically important provision for ensuring the integrity of legislatively 
designated outdoor habitat and use areas.

We propose the following amendment to correct this inadequacy:

Page 5. line 2. DELETE THE ENTIRE TEXT.

REPLACE WITH THE FOLLOWING TEXT: is a legislatively designated arca.including but not
limited

to statccrilical habitat areas, wildlife refuges, wildlife sanctuarics.forcsts.parks.rccrcation
areas, range

arcas.public use areas, and recreational mining areas, or is a state administratively designated site
ded

icalcd to public access or other uses.

We believe this amendment is necessary because the Department ofNalural Resources pointed out to the House 
Resources Committee in llicir 2/9/2000 letter that many or the areas listed abo.c arc technically not "reserved by 
law from the public domain". DNR's letter is attached.

In addition, we have learned that administratively established sites, such as boa.. landings developed by ADF&G 
and administered by DNR. arc developed using federal funds in a conlraclural arrangement which requires 
ongoing use for a time period specified in the contract. If the access site were selected by the University and the 
contracted use slopped or changed, not only would the public lose the access, but the federal agency would demand 
its money back
as the contract requires. The funds involved in boat access arc Wallop-Brcaux funds administered by die U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and have wide use in providing for Alaskans' outdoor activities. We do not know at this time 
if federal "strings" arc attached to other stale access or use sites such as state park visitor /viewing/rest or similar 
sites. If Congressman Young's CARA bill passes there certainly will be more money, with strings.
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To; Representatives Thcrriaiill and Muidcr. Co-chairs 
House Finance Committee

From; Dick Bishop. Alaska Outdoor Council -  403-3830

House CS for CS for SE7 (Res) lacks a critically important provision for ensuring the integrity of legislatively 
designated outdoor habitat and use areas.

We propose the following amendment to correct this inadequacy:

Page 5. line 2. DELETE THE ENTIRE TEXT.

REPLACE WITH THE FOLLOWING 3 EXT: is a legislatively designated area.including but not
limited

to statccrilical habitat areas, wildlife rcrtiges. wildlife sanctuaries, forests.parks. recreation
arcas.rauge

arcas.public use areas, and rccreaiional mining areas, or is a state administratively designated site
ded

icaied to public access or other uses.

We believe this amendment is necessary because the Department ofNatnral Resources pointed out to the House 
Resources Committee in their 2/9/2000 letter dial many or the areas listed above arc technically not "reserved by 
law from the public domain". DNR’s letter is attached.

In addition, we have learned that administratively established silcs, such as boat landings developed by ADF&G 
and administered by DNR, arc developed using federal funds in a coniraciural arrangement which requires 
ongoing use for a time period specified in the contract, i f  the access site were selected by the University and (lie 
contracted use stopped or changed, not only would the public lose the access, but the federal agency would demand 
its money back
as the contract requires. The funds involved in boat access arc Wallon-Brcaux funds ndminictpr,^ hv m* n  c n . i .
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OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY2000 FY2001 FY2002 FY2003 FY2004 FY2005
PERSONAL SERVICES'
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

142.0 161.0 161.0 161.0 161.0 161.0
15.0 15.0 15.0 15.0 15.0 15.0

1,000.0 1700T37T 1,000.0 1,000.0 1,000.0 1,000.0

-

TOTAL OPERATING 1,157.0 1,176.0 1,176.0 1,176.0 1,176.0 1,176.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

1CHANGE IN REVENUES (fund cod.) see note

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
I/A (University)

30.0 32.0 “ 3ZU 32.0 32.0 32.0
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POSITIONS
FULL-TIME 3 3 3 3 3 3
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ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This fiscal note is the minimum necessary for DNR to process land selections and conveyances to the University 
of Alaska. Costs could be higher depending on what lands are selected and the level of controversy relating to 
individual parcels. Most costs for the conveyance work will be paid for by the University using Interagency 
Receipts; however, this money still must come from state funds.

For FY 00, staff will include 2 mos. of a Natural Resource M anager I, 12 mos. Natural Resource Officer (NRO) II, 
and 12 m os. NRO I who will help identify parcels for University selection, check land status and land records, 
prepare public notice, respond to public inquiries, negotiate with the University, and perform other tasks to prepare 
land lists. Includes 6 mos. for a Land Surveyor I to prepare survey instructions and contracts for survey. Large
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Continuation of fiscal note for: CSSB 7 (Resources)

ANALYSIS [continued]:
contractual expenditures reflect the cost to survey parcels. FY 01 and following years include the above 
costs, plus costs to issue title documents.

* Note: It is impossible to project how much revenue these conveyances will generate for the University, and 
will be lost to the state, without knowing exactly what lands will be transferred. However, it can be assumed 
the University will select the most valuable parcels it can find. The effect is to divert a significant revenue 
stream out of the general fund, where it would have been available for those public purposes the Legislature 
deem ed most important in a given year, into the hands of the Board of Regents for strictly university purposes. 
Also, by removing the most valuable parcels from the s ta te’s asset base, the bill reduces one of the most 
important incentives for local government to incorporate: the opportunity to select top-quality commercial, 
residential, and industrial land for municipal ownership under AS 29.65.

ciiB7ir8fitn-----------------
P r im e d :  2 / 4 / 9 9  5 : 1 5  P M P a g e  2  ol “X -



ALASKA STATE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

P o sitio n  2000-17

University of Alaska Land Grant

The A laska State C ham ber o f  C om m erce supports the conveyance o f  state and federal land to the 
University o f  A laska as follow s:

The A laska S tate C ham ber recognizes the valuable contribution an academ ically  strong and 
financially secure state university  system  can m ake to A laska's future. M anagem ent o f  its land 
provides the U niversity  system  w ith  a  source o f  recurring revenues.

Congress established the U niversity  o f  A laska as a land grant institu tion  at the tim e o f  Statehood 
and prom ised 250,000 acres o f  incom e producing  land to provide a m eans o f  support for public 
h igher education in the state. L ess than  one-third , or 112,000 acres have been actually  
transferred.

In m anaging its curren t land portfo lio , the U niversity has dem onstrated it can m eet, and exceed, 
the requirem ents o f  responsib le land developm ent. Conveyance o f  state and federal lands to the 
U niversity for appropriate developm ent w ill enhance econom ic opportunities on m any fronts.

A D O PTED  

D ecem ber 3. 1999

250.000 acres o f  S tate land
250.000 acres o f  Federal land
An optional 250 ,000  acres o f  Federal land to m atch state land

Rationale:

BY
Pam ela La Bolle 
President

Dennis Brandon 
Chairm an
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HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 7(FIN)
IN  T H E  LEG ISLA TU R E O F THE STA TE O F A L A SK A

T W E N T Y -FIR ST  LEG ISLA TU RE - SEC O N D  SESSIO N

BY TH E HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATORS TAYLOR, Tim Kelly, Donley, Wilken, Leman, Pearce, Mackie, W ard

REPRESENTATIVE Halcro

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the University of Alaska and university land and authorizing

the University of Alaska to select additional state la n d ."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. T he uncodified  law o f the State o f  A laska is am ended  by adding a new 

section to read:

FIN D IN G S A N D  PU R PO SE . The legislature finds that

(1) as the beneficiary under the provisions o f the A cts o f  A ugust 30, 1890, and 

M arch 4, 1907, designating  the A laska A gricultural C ollege and School o f  M ines as 

beneficiary, and o f M arch  4, 1915, 38 Stat. 1214, transferring certain land for its location and

support, the U niversity  o f  A laska is a land grant university;

(2) und er the A cts o f  M arch 4, 1915, 38 Stat. 1214, and January  21, 1929, 45 

Stat. 1091, the C ongress o f  the U nited States granted to the Territory o f A laska certain federal 

land to be held  in tru st for the  benefit o f  the predecessor o f  the U niversity  o f  A laska;

(3) the T errito ry  w as unable to receive m ost o f the land conveyed  by the Act

-1- HCS CSSB 7(FIN)
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of M arch 4, 1915, before repeal o f  that Act by Sec. 6(k) o f the A laska Statehood A ct (P.L. 85- 

508, 72 Stat. 339);

(4) the C ongress o f the U nited States granted the S tate o f  A laska the right to 

select 102,500,000 acres o f  federal land under Sec. 6(b) o f  the A laska S tatehood  Act;

(5) the land select! on rights em bodied in the A laska S tatehood A ct reflect in 

part congressional recogniuon that the state would need the land to support its governm ent and 

p rogram s, and  the C ongress assum ed that the State o f  A laska w ould  in turn devote som e of 

the land o r the  incom e from  it for the use and benefit o f  the U niversity  o f  A laska;

(6) m ost land grant colleges in the western United States have obtained a larger 

land g ran t from  the federal governm ent than the U niversity  o f  A lask a  has received;

(7) an academ ically  strong and financially secure sta te  university  system  is a 

co rnerstone to the long-term  developm ent o f a stable population  and to a healthy, diverse 

econom y in the state;

(8) it is in the best interests ol me state and the U niversity  o f  A laska that the 

university  take ow nership  o f  a significant and substantial portfolio  o f  incom e producing  land 

in o rder to provide incom e fo r the support o f public h igher education  in the state; and

(9) renew able resources should be m anaged on a sustained yield  basis, taking 

into account the total k nd grant.

* Sec. 2. T he uncodified  law  o f the State o f A laska is am ended by adding a new  section 

to read:

L E G IS L A T IV E  IN TEN T. It is the intent o f  the legislature that the U niversity  o f 

A laska

(1) receive land under this Act in an expeditious fashion; and

(2) encourage the developm ent o f in-state value-added industries to the

m axim um  ex ten t feasib le w hen developing land conveyed under AS 14.40.365.

* Sec. 3. A S 14.40.170(a) is am ended to read:

(a) T he B oard  o f  Regents shall

(1) appoin t the president o f the university by a m ajority vote o f  the 

w hole board , and the president may attend m eetings o f  the board;

(2) fix the com pensation o f the president o f the university, all heads of

departm ents, p rofessors, teachers, instructors, and other officers;

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 1-LS0072WV
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(3) co n fer such appropriate degrees as it m ay determ ine and prescribe:

(4) have the care, control, and m anagem ent o f

(A ) all the real and personal p roperty  o f  the university ; and

(B) land

£i) conveyed to the B oard  o f  R egents by the 

com m issioner o f  natural resources in the settlem ent o f  the claim  o f the 

U niversity  o f A laska to land granted to the state in accordance with the 

A c t o f  M arch  4, 1915 (38 Stat. 1214), as am ended* and in accordance 

w ith  the  A ct o f  January 21, 1929 (45 Stat. 1091), as am ended; a n d

fii) selected bv  th e  U n iversity  o f  A lask a  a n d  conveyed 

to  i t  b v  th e  co m m issio n er o f  n a tu ra l  re so u rc e s  u n d e r  AS 14.40.365;

(5) keep a  correct and easily understood record o f  the m inutes o f every 

m eeting  an d  all acts done by it in pursuance o f its duties;

(6) u n d er procedures to be estab lished  by the com m issioner o f 

adm in istra tion , and  in accordance with existing procedures fo r o ther sta te  agencies, 

have the care, con tro l, and m anagem ent o f  all m oney o f the un iversity  and  keep a 

com plete record  o f  all m oney received and disbursed;

(7) adopt reasonable rules for the prudent trust m anagem ent and the 

long-term  financial benefit to the university o f the land o f the university ;

(8) p rov ide public notice o f  sales, leases, exchanges, and transfers o f 

the land  o f  the u n iversity  o r o f interests in land o f the university .

* Sec. 4. A S 14.40.291 is am ended  to read:

Sec. 14 .40.291. L a n d  o f th e  U n iversity  o f  A la sk a  n o t p u b lic  d o m a in  lan d .

(a) N o tw ithstand ing  any othei provision o f law , u n iversity -g ran t land, state 

rep lacem ent land  that becom es university-grant land on conveyance to the university , 

lan d  se lected  bv  a n d  conveyed to th e  U niversity  o f  A laska u n d e r  AS 14.40.365. and 

any o ther land ow ned  by the U niversity  o f  A laska is not and m ay not be treated as 

state pub lic  dom ain  land. L a n d  conveyed  to  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la sk a  u n d e r  

AS 14.40.365 sh a ll he  m an ag ed  u n d e r  AS 14.40.365 - 14.40.368 a n d  policies o f  th e  

B o a rd  o f  R e g e n ts  o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f A laska.

(b ) T itle  to  o r in terest m  [TO] land described in (a) o f  this section  m ay not

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT I - L S 0 0 7 2 W V
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1 be acqu ired  by adverse possession, prescription, o r in any o ther m anner except by

2 conveyance from  the university.

3 £c] T h e  land d e sc rib e d  in  fa) o f  th is  se c tio n is sub ject to condem nation  for

4 public purpose in accordance with law.

5 * Sec. 5. A S  14.40 is am ended  by adding new sections to read:

6 Sec. 14 .40 .365. U n iversity  .a n d  f ro m  S ta te h o o d  A c t la n d  se lec tio n

7 conveyances, (a) T he U niversity o f A lisk a  m ay select and is en titled  to  receive the

8 conveyance o f  no t less than 250,000 and not m ore than 260 ,000  acres o f  land

9 conveyed  to the state under Sec. 6(b) o f  the A laska S tatehood A ct (P .L . 85-508, 72

10 Stat. 339). T he B o ard  o f Regents o f the U niversity  o f  A laska shall annually  subm it

11 a list o f  selections to the com m issioner o f natural resources and, if  the list o f selections

12 co n tains land  w ith in  the boundaries o f a m unicipality , the B oard  o f  R egents o f  the

13 U niversity  o f  A laska shall subm it the list to the m unicipality . The B oard  o f  R egents

14 and the com m issioner o f  natural resources shall periodically  and jo in tly  subm it to the

15 leg isla tu re , w ithin 30 days o f the beginning o f  a regu lar legislative session , a list o f

16 the selections o f land proposed to be conveyed by the state to the U niversity  o f  A laska

17 under th is section. I f  the list subm itted to the legislature con tains land w ithin the

18 boundaries o f  a m unicipality, the B oard o f R egents and the com m issioner o f natural

19 resources shall p rov ide a copy o f  the list to the m unicipality . Each list m ust contain

20 not m ore than 25 percent o f the total acres o f  land to w hich the un iversity  is entitled

21 after sub tracting  prev ious conveyances under this section, but not less than 25,000

22 acres o r the rem ain ing  entitlem ent under th is section , w hichever is less. A list o f

23 selections subm itted  shall be considered approved for conveyance to the U niversity  o f

24 A laska un less the leg islature acts to d isapprove the list during  the legislative session

25 during  w hich the list w as subm itted. I f  the am ount o f  land to be conveyed  exceeds

26 the balance due the university under this section, the university  shall set out the land

27 to be co n veyed  in priority  order. Land m ay not be selected  if, on the date o f its

28 selection  by the university , it

29 (1) has been reserved by law from the public dom ain or is land that has

30 been designated  by the legislature for a specific purpose;

31 (2) is located within a  m unicipality  unless the land is vacant,
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unappropria ted , unreserved  land, unless the land is not selected  by the m unicipality  

w ith rem aining selection rights under AS 29.65 within 120 days o f  receiv ing the Board 

o f  R egents ' lis t o f se lections under this subsection, o r unless a b ind ing  agreem ent 

betw een the university  and the m unicipality is negotiated to allow  the selection; if  the 

m unicipal se lection  is d isapproved, in w hole o r in part, the un iversity  m ay select the 

land, o r any available portion of the land, and that selection will relate back  to the date 

o f  the B oard  o f  R egents' list o f selections under this subsection and shall have priority 

over ail o ther se lections o r claim s m ade subsequent to  that notice; in this paragraph, 

"vacant, unappropria ted , unreserved land" has the m eaning given in AS 29.65.130;

(3) is land

(A) included in a five-year p roposed  oil and gas leasing 

p rog ram  und er A S 38.05.180(b); or

(B) leased under, or for which a lease application  is pending 

under, AS 38.05 .180(d) o r 38.05.150;

(4) is sub ject to

(A) an oil, gas, or coal lease, o r coal p rospecting  perm it;

(B) a  m ining claim , offshore prospecting  perm it, a prospecting  

site, an upland  m ining lease, or a m ining leasehold location;

(5) is necessary to carry out the purpose o f  an in teragency  land 

m anagem ent agreem ent; o r

(6) is subject to conveyance under a  land exchange o r land settlem ent

agreem ent.

(b) N o tw ithstand ing  AS 38.05.125(a), the transfer o f  ow nersh ip  and 

m an ag em en t o f  land from  the D epartm ent o f  N atural R esources to the B oard  o f 

R egents o f  the U niversity  o f  A laska under this section includes the interest o f  the state 

in

(1) the coal, ores, m inerals, fissionable m aterials, geotherm al resources, 

and  fossils that m ay be in o r on the land; and

(2) the oil and gas that m ay be in or on the land, bu t only as to land 

that is selected  by the U niversity o f A laska under this section on and after the date that 

is the th ird  ann iversary  o f  the effertive  date o f  this section.
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(c) When the University of Alaska selects the land to which it is entitled under 

this section, selections must be made in parcels of 40 acres or larger unless the 

selection is an isolated tract or the commissioner of natural resources finds it is in the 

best interest of the state to convey less. When the University of Alaska becomes 

entitled to land under this section, the commissioner of natural resources shall convey 

a document of interim conveyance under (j) of this section or a patent to land.

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, for land selected under (a) of 

this section but not yet patented to the University of Alaska or for which a document 

of interim conveyance has not been issued to the University of Alaska under this 

section,

(1) the state, with the concurrence of the University of Alaska, is 

authorized to enter into contracts and grant leases, licenses, prospecting sites, claims, 

permits, rights-of-way, or easements and any interim conveyance or patent shall be 

subject to the contract, lease, license, prospecting site, claim, permit, right-of-way, or 

easement, except that the authority granted the state by this paragraph is the au'hority 

that the state otherwise would have had under existing laws and regulations had the 

land not been selected by the University of Alaska;

(2) income from and management of the land is subject to

AS 14.40.368.

(e) The list of selections of land submitted to the legislature may not include 

a land selection made by the University of Alaska under this section if  the 

commissioner of natural resources determines in writing that the proposed selection

(1) includes land that the commissioner, in consultation with the 

commissioner of fish and game, determines has demonstrated value to the public as 

a habitat area that is especially critical to the perpetuation of fish or wildlife;

(2) includes land for which, at the time of its selection under this 

section, a municipality has made a selection under AS 29.65 unless the land selection 

is, at a later date, rejected by the commissioner of natural resources or relinquished by 

the municipality;

(3) includes land that the commissioner reasonably believes may be 

selected by a newly formed municipality under AS 29.65.030, but the commissioner
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may not withhold selection under this paragraph for more dian three years after the 

municipality's incorporation;

(4) includes land within the boundaries of a municipality, the 

municipality has a remaining entitlement under AS 29.65, and the municipality selects 

the land under AS 29.65 within 120 days after receipt by the municipality of the Boarc 

of Regents' list of selections under (a) of this section;

(5) includes land that, at the time of its selection under this section,

(A) is subject to an oil and gas exploration license; or

(B) the commissioner reasonably believes will be made part of 

an oil and gas exploration license issued under AS 38.05.131 - 38.05.134; the 

commissioner may not refuse to convey title to land to the University of Alaska 

under this subparagraph for more than two years after its first selection by the 

University of Alaska; or

(6) includes land the commissioner of natural resources reasonably 

believes would not be in the best interests of the state to convey outside of state 

ownership.

(f) When land is conveyed to the University of Alaska under this section, the 

University of Alaska takes the land subject to any valid possessory interest held by 

another person on the effective date of the conveyance.

(g) In conveying land to the University of Alaska under this section, the 

commissioner of natural resources shall give public notice that substantially complies 

with notice requirements under AS 38.05.945(b) and (c) and provide for access under 

AS 38.05.127, but other provisions of AS 38.04 and AS 38.05 do not apply.

(h) Land transferred or conveyed to the University of Alaska under this section

(1) is subject to

(A) Sec. 6(i) of the Alaska Statehood Act (P.L. 85-508, 72 Stat.

339);

(B) art. IX of the state constitution;

(C) AS 19.10.010;

(D) the payment requirements to the Alaska permanent fund 

under AS 37.13.010(a) and (b); and
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(E) any easement, right-of-way, or other access under former 

43 U.S.C. 932 (sec. 8, Act of July 26, 1866, 14 Stat. 253);

(2) excludes any interest transferred to the state by quitclaim deed dated 

June 30, 1959, under authority of the Alaska Omnibus Act, P.L. 86-70, 73 Stat. 141;

(3) based on a land selection filed by the University of Alaska on or 

after the effecuve date of this section and until the day before the day that is the third 

anniversary of the effective date of this section, is subject to reservation by the state 

in perpetuity of all oil and gas that rnay be in or on the land, together with the right 

to explore the land for oil and gas and to remove from the land all oil and gas located 

in and on it.

(i) The University of Alaska shall bear all of its own costs of selection, 

platting, surveying, and, except as provided in (k) of this section, conveyance of the 

land that it selects under this section and, subject to appropriation, shall reimburse the 

Department of Natural Resources for the reasonable costs incurred by that department 

relating to that selection, platting, surveying, and conveyance. As to land due the 

University of Alaska under (c) of this section,

(1) i f  the land has been surveyed, the boundaries of the land conveyed 

must conform to the public land subdivisions established by the approved survey;

(2) if the land is unsurveyed, the commissioner shall survey the exterior 

boundaries of the land to be conveyed without interior subdivision and shall issue 

patent in terms of the exterior boundary survey within one year of the later of the 

effective date of the approval by the legislature of the list containing the land or the 

adjournment of the legislative session during which the list containing the land was not 

disapproved by the legislature.

(j) For land due the University of Alaska under (c) of this section that is 

unsurveyed, pending the survey of exterior boundaries and issuance of patent, the 

commissioner of natural resources shall, within one year of the later of the effective 

date of the approval by the legislature of the list containing the land or the 

adjournment of the legislative session during which the list containing the land was not 

disapproved by the legislature, prepare and provide to the University of Alaska a 

document of interim conveyance for the land to be conveyed.
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(k) Management of land conveyed to the University of Alaska by patent or by 

a document of interim conveyance vests with the University of Alaska from the date 

of recording of the patent or document of interim conveyance. The state shall pay the 

cost of recording all patents and documents of interim conveyance.

(1) The University of Alaska may not make a land selection under this section 

after December 31, 2010.

(m) The commissioner shall convey land under this section to the University 

of Alaska with notice to the university i f  the land selected includes easements, rights- 

of-way, and other forms of access

(1) required under the Constitution of the State of Alaska or other law;

and

(2) sufficient to ensure reasonable access to the public to all navigable 

and public water under AS 38.05.127.

(n) The University of Alaska may seek review of the decision of the 

commissioner of natural resources under (e) of this section through the process 

established by the Department of Natural Resources.

Sec. 14.40.366. Management requirements for university land, (a) The 

Board of Regents shall, by policy, establish procedures for mineral entry or location 

and mineral leasing on university land selections made under AS 14.40.365 that are 

consistent with the Constitution of the State of Alaska and the Alaska Statehood Act 

(P.L. 85 - 508, 72 Stat. 339).

(b) Notwithstanding other provisions of law, the University of Alaska shall 

seek public comment on proposals for development, exchange, or sale of university 

selections made under AS 14.40.365. The Board of Regents shall adopt policies that 

provide that the university shall prepare an annual plan for management and 

disposition of university land under this section and shall, not less than 60 days before 

scheduled approval by the Board of Regents of the plan,

(1) make copies of the plan available at all legislative information

offices and at other locations as the university may designate;

(2) publish a notice in newspapers of general circulation in the state

that provides the public with information on the locations where the plan is available
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for public inspection;

(3) give notice to all legislators and to local governments with 

jurisdiction over the land affected by the proposal; and

(4) seek public comment on the annual plan before action by the Board 

of Regents approving the plan.

(c) Subject to appropriation of the income, the Board of Regents shall use an 

amount up to 20 percent of the earnings derived from the management of university 

land conveyed to the university under AS 14.40.365 for programs and services 

supporting the development of natural resources within the region from which the 

earnings were derived. The earnings shall be used by the campus or campuses located 

within the region from which the earnings were derived if a municipality within which 

the campus or campuses are located provides to the campus or campuses a match of 

the same amount. Thus subsection does not apply if  the match is not made available 

by a municipality.

(d) Before the conveyance or the disposal of an interest in the land to a third 

party, land conveyed to the University of Alaska under AS 14.40.365 shall be managed 

in a manner that, to the extent practicable, permits reasonable activities of the public 

that do not interfere with the use or management of the land by the university. The 

Board of Regents shall adopt a permitting process consistent with this subsection.

Sec. 14.40.367. Confidential records. Notwithstanding AS 09.25.100 - 

09.25.220, on a determination that it is in the best interest of the University of Alaska 

or on the request of the person who has provided the information, the president of the 

university may keep the following confidential:

(1) the name of a person applying for the sale, lease, or other disposal 

of university land or an interest in university land;

(2) before the issuance of a notice of intent to awaid a contract relating 

to a sale, lease or disposal of university land or an interest in university land, the 

names of the participants and the terms of their offers;

(3) all geological, well, geophysical, engineering, architectural, sales, 

market, cost, appraisal, timber cruise, gross receipts, net receipts, or other financial 

information relating to university land or an interest in university land and considered
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for, offered for, or currently subject to disposal or a contract;

(4) cost data and financial information submitted by an applicant in 

support of applications for bonds, leases, or other information in offerings and ongoing 

operations relating to management of university land;

(5) applications for rights-of-way or easements across university land;

and

(6) requests for information about or applications by public agencies 

for university land that is being considered for use for a public purpose.

Sec. 14.40.368. Encumbrances and trespasses. Except as provided in 

AS 14.40.365(b), for the land selected by the University of Alaska under AS 14.40.365 

that is subject to a lease, license, contract, prospecting site, claim, sale, permit, right- 

of-way, or easement, or to trespass,

(1) i f  the lease, license, contract, prospecting site, claim, sale, permit, 

right-of-way, easement, or trespass

(A) existed before the selection of the land by the University 

of Alaska, the state is entitled to receive the income obtained from the lease, 

license, contract, prospecting site, claim, sale, permit, right-of-way, easement, 

or trespass until the land is conveyed to the University of Alaska by the

issuance of a document of interim conveyance or a patent;

(B) did not exist before the selection of the land b) the 

University of Alaska, the income obtained from the lease, license, contract, 

prospecting site, claim, sale, permit, right-of-way, or easement, or from trespass

(i) before the recording of the conveyance to the 

University of Alaska by the issuance of a document of interim 

conveyance or a patent shall be separately accounted for under

AS 37.05.142, and the legislature may appropriate the balance of the

account to the University of Alaska; nothing in this sub-subparagraph 

creates a dedicated fund;

(ii) on the date of and after the recording of the 

conveyance to the University of Alaska by the issuance of a document 

of interim conveyance or a patent is the property of the University of

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 1-LS0072WV
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Alaska;

(2) the responsibility for the management of the land vests with the 

University of Alaska on the date of recording of the conveyance of the land to the 

university by a document of interim conveyance or patent.

* Sec. 6. AS 14.40.400(a) is amended to read:

(a) The Board of Regents shall establish a separate endowment trust fund in 

which shall be held in trust in perpetuity all

(1) [ALL] net income derived from the sale or lease of the land granted 

under the Act of Congress approved January 21, 1929, as amended; [AND]

(2) net income derived from the sale, lease, or management of the 

land selected bv and conveyed to the University o f Alaska under AS 14.40.365; 

and

(3) [ALL] monetary gifts, bequests, or endowments made to the 

University of Alaska for the purpose of the fund.

* Sec. 7. AS 14.40 is amended by adding a new section to read;

Sect. 14.40.461. University demonstration forest, (a) For the purpose of 

advancing research into forest management practices, from land conveyed to the 

University of Alaska under AS 14.40.365 that is suitable for the purpose, the Board 

of Regents shall establish a University of Alaska demonstration forest.

(b) The demonstration forest shall be managed under

(1) the principles of multiple use and sustained yield; and

(2) a management plan prepared cooperatively by the University of 

Alaska and residents of any community within or adjacent to the demonstration forest.

(c) The Board of Regents shall

(1) include within the demonstration forest sufficient land that is within 

one watershed so that management of the resources of the demonstration forest under 

multiple-use and sustained yield principles applicable to forest land within a watershed 

may be fairly tested and evaluated; and

(2) analyze possible timber utilization programs for the demonstration 

forest to illustrate how timber in the forest can be completely and profitably used, 

including, to the extent possible, on-site or off-site value-added product manufacture
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in the state.

(d) The information generated as a result of management of the demonstration 

forest established under this section is public information. The Board of Regents shall 

compile, analyze, and distribute the information for the benefit of the timber industry 

and the state and federal governments.

(e) In this section, "sustained yield" has the meaning given in AS 41.17.950. 

* Sec. 8. AS 29.45.030(a) is amended to read:

(a) The following property is exempt from general taxation:

(1) municipal property, including property held by a public corporation 

of a municipality, [OR] state property, property o f the University of Alaska, or land 

that is in the trust established by the Alaska Mental Health Enabling Act of 1956, P.L. 

84-830, 70 Stat. 709, except that

(A) a private leasehold, contract, or other interest in the 

property is taxable to the extent of the interest;

(B) notwithstanding any other provision of law, property 

acquired by an agency, corporation, or other entity of the state through 

foreclosure or deed in lieu of foreclosure and retained as an investment o f a 

state entity is taxable; this subparagraph does not apply to federal land granted 

to the University of Alaska under AS 14.40.380 or 14.40.390, [OR] to other 

land granted to the university by the state to replace land that had been granted 

under AS 14.40.380 or 14.40.390. or to land conveyed bv the state to the 

university under AS 14.40.365:

(C) an ownership interest of a municipality in real property 

located outside the municipality acquired after December 31, 1990, is taxable 

by another municipality; however, a borough may not tax an interest in real 

property iocaied in the borough and owned by a city in that borough;

(2) household furniture anti persona! effects of members of a

household;

(3) property used exclusively for nonprofit religious, charitable, 

cemetery, hospital, or educational purposes;

(4) property of a nonbusiness organization composed entirely of persons
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with 90 days or more of active service in the aimed forces of the United States whose 

conditions of service and separation were other than dishonorable, or the property of 

an auxiliary of that organization;

(5) money on deposit;

(6) the real property of certain residents of the state to the extent and 

subject to die conditions provided in (e) of this section;

(7) real property or an interest in real property that is exempt from 

taxation under 43 U.S.C. 1620(d), as amended;

(8) property of a political subdivision, agency, corporation, or other 

entity of the United States to the extent required by federal law; except that a private 

leasehold, contract, or other interest in the property is taxable to the extent of that 

interest;

(9) natural resources in place including coal, ore bodies, mineral 

deposits, and other proven and unproven deposits of valuable materials laid down by 

natural processes, unharvested aquatic plants and animals, and timber.

* Sec. 9. AS 41.17.118(a) is amended to read:

(a) The riparian standards for state land and land conveyed to the University 

of Alaska under AS 14/ >.365 are as follows:

(1) on state forest land managed by the department or conveyed to the 

University of Alaska under AS 14.40.365 that is located north of the Alaska Range, 

harvest of timber may nor be undertaken within 100 feet immediately adjacent to an 

anadromous or high value resident fish water body unless the division determines that 

adequate protection remains for the fish habitat;

(2) on state forest land managed by the department or conveyed the 

University of Alaska under AS 14.40.365 that is located south of the Alaska Range,

(A) harvest of timber may not be undertaken within 100 feet 

immediately adjacent to an anadromous or high value resident fish water body;

(B) between 100 and 300 feet from the water body, timber 

harvest may occur but shall be consistent with the maintenance of important 

fish and wildlife habitat.
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SENATE FINANCE COM M ITTEE REPORT

DATE: 2/5/99 FURTHER:

DATE TURNED 
IN TO OFFICE: _____________

Finance Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 7

"An Act relating to the University of Alaska and university land, and authorizing the University of 
Alaska to select additional state land."

and recommends: 

fyCj be replaced with 

[ ] adopt previous

CS

CS

S B  'I

[ ] attached amendment(s)

[ ] adopt Letter of Intent by _ 

[ ] further referral to the___

Committee

Committee

Senate Bill:
i [ '/ ]  same title 

( F ) [ ] new title
House Bill:

_(_____ _ _ ) [ ] same title
[ ] technical title 
[ ] new: SCR"___
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Department Dale Zero Fiscal Department Date Zero Fiscal
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F I S C A L  N O T
STATE OF ALASKA 
1999 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Date: 3-Feb-99____________________________________

Title: An Act relating to the U. of A. and univ, land, &

authorizing the U. of A. to select additional state land.____________

No. ^ ------
Bill Version: C S S B  7  f e s j  
(S) Publish Date: -2 - 5

Dept Affected Natural Resources__________________

BRU: Resource Development

Component. Land Development

Sponsor

Requestor

Sen. Taylor, et al.

Sen Resources

E X p e n d i t U r e S / R e V e n U e S  ( In f la t io n  n o t  in c lu d e d  u n le s s  o O ie rw ia a  n o t e d  b e lo w )

C om ponent Serial No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

431

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY2000 FY2001 FY2002 FY2003 FY2004 FY2005
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

142.0 161.0 161.0 161.0 1 6 1 . 0 161.0
16.0 15.0 15.0 15.0 15.0 15.0

1,000.0 1,000.0 1,000.0 1,000.0 1,000.0 i,ooo.o

TOTAL OPERATING 1,157.0 1,176.0 1,176.0 1,176.0 1,176.0 1,176.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (fund code) see note 1

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
I/A (University)

30.0 32.0 32.0 32.0 32701 3270

171273 1,144.0 1,144.0 1,144.0 1,144.0 1,144.0

TOTAL 1,157.0 1,176.0 1,176.0 1,176.0 1,176.0 1,176.0

Estimate of any current year (FY99) cost: $ 

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME 3 3 3 3 3 3

PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: ( A t ta c h  a s e p a ra ta  p a g e  if  n e c e s s a r y )

This fiscal note is the minimum necessary for DNR to process land selections and conveyances to the University 
of Alaska. C osts could be higher depending on what lands are se lected  and the level of controversy relating to 
individual parcels, Most costs for the conveyance work will be paid for by the University using Interagency 
Receipts: however, this money still m ust com e from state funds.

For FY 00, staff will include 2 m os. of a Natural Resource Manager I, 12 m os. Natural Resour ;e Officer (NRO) II, 
and 12 m os. NRO I who will help identify parcels for University selection, check land status and land records, 
prepare public notice, respond to public inquiries, negotiate with the University, and perform other tasks to prepare 
land lists. Includes 6 m os. for a Land Surveyor I to prepare survey instructions and coniracts for survey. Large
[c°nt-1_______________________________________^  s '__________________________________________

Prepared by: Richard A LeFebvre, Acting D ire c to p ^ ^ ? -^  Phone : 907-269-8503______________
Division: Land 7  D a te : 4-Feb-99— ■■ - ■ f* * ■■ ■ ■ 1 1
Approved by Commissioner;

Agency:

m m issioner^ ^

^Ndtural Resources / /  z y  '
Date: p i - 5 7“ 7

P R E P A R E R  TO PROV IDE ALL DISTRIBUTION C O PIE S  TO G O V E R N O R 'S  LEGISLATIVE O FFIC E
n.rb7(ro«ib« ^ o r further d is tribu tion inform ation call th e  G o v ern o r's  Legislative Office
Prinlod: 2/4/99 5:15 PM Pago 1 of X



* • • 

Continuation o f fiscal note for: C S S B  7 (Resources)

A N A LY S IS  [c o n tin u e d ]:
contractual expenditures reflect the cost to survey parcels. F Y  01 and following years include the above  

costs, plus costs to issue title docum ents.

* Note: It is im possible to project how much revenue these conveyances will generate for the University, and 
will be lost to the s trte , without knowing exactly what lands will be transferred. How ever, it can be assumed  
the U niversity will select the most valuable parcels it can find. The effect is to divert a significant revenue  
stream out o f the general fund, w here it would have been availab le for those public purposes the Legislature  
deem ed m ost im portant in a given year, into the hands of the Board of Regents for strictly university purposes. 
Also, by rem oving the m ost va luable parcels from the state's asset base, the bill reduces one of the most 
im portant incentives for local governm ent to incorporate: the opportunity to select top-quality com m ercial, 
residential, and industrial land for municipal ownership under A S  29 .6 5 .

rn tr/m rrrm ----------------
Printed: 2/4/99 5:) 5 PM Pago 2 ol X



Revision Date/Time (Note if correction) 
Title University lands bill

STATE OF ALASKA
1999 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION

FISC A L  N O TIno.' , r - ' -
Bill Version: GSSR 7 (f& s)
(S) Publish Date: -3- -£*-79

Dept. Affected_________ ADF&G
BRU
Component Habitat

Habitat and Restoration

Sponsor
Requester

Senator Taylor
Senate Resources

Expenditures/Revenues

Component Serial No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

486

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2000 FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005
Personal Services 64.5 64.5 64.5 64.5 64.5 64.5
Travel 3.5 3.5 3.5 3.5 3.5 3.5
Contractual 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5
Supplies 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TO TAL OPERATING 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0

Estimate of any current year (FY99) co st:

POSITIONS
Full-time 1 1 1 1 1 1
Part-time
Temporary I

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
T he Habitat and Restoration Division would require one additional Habitat Biologist III position to conduct 
the statewide review s of the proposed land selections to provide input to D NR  as to whether or not the 
conveyance of specific parcels out of the public dom ain w as in the best interest of the state given the 
value of the public trust fish and wildlife resources produced on those parcels. Assumptions:
1) m any U niversity selections will be in rem ote locations requiring travel from A DF&G  offices,
2) between 2 5 ,0 0 0  and 62 ,500  acres would need review  by A D F& G  each year: and
3) field reviews would only be affordable for those parcels thought to be of highest value for the continued 
production of fish and wildlife important for com m ercial and sport fishing, hunting, susbsistence, an d /o r  
tourism.

Prepared by 
Division

Janet Kowalski Phone 465-4105
Habitat and Restorati

Approved by Commissioner 
Agency ____________

Frank Rue / O r M r y f  
Fish and Game

Date/Time 01/29/99 

Date

P R E P A R E R  TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION C O P IE S  TO  G O V ER N O R 'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution inform ation, call the G o verno r’s  Legislative Office

lRevtO19a19ynlofm.ls.CMB P a g e  1 Of 1



FISCA L N O TE
No.

Q'
* 1

9 9

Revision Date (Note if correction)
Title An Act relating to the University of Alaska and
university land, and authorizing selection of additional land.__________

1999 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Bill Version: 7
(S) Publish Date: £  - ¥ - 9 ^ '

Dept. Affected____________University of Alaska
'BRU "
Component

University of Alaska
Statewide Services

Sponsor
Requester

Senate Judiciary
Senate Finance Component Serial No. 730

Expenditures/Revenues
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual 1,627.0 1,627.0 1.627.0 1.627.0 1,627.0
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 1,627.0 1,627.0 1,627.0 1,627.0 1,627.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( n
FUND SOURCE
1002 Federal Receipts |
1003 GF Match I
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
1048 University Receipts 1,627.0 1,627.0 1,627.0 1,627.0 1,627.0

TOTAL 1,627.0 1,627.0 1,627.0 1,627.0 1,627.0

Estimate of any current year (FY98) cost: 

POSITIONS

none

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill provides for the selection and conveyance to the University o 
to the state under the Alaska Statehood Act. A list of land to be convr 
within 30 days of the beginning of each regular session, with each list 
also provides that the University of Alaska shall bear all costs of selec 
This fiscal note assum es that the minimum 25 ,000  acreage will be pla 
cost of S1,627 All costs will be paid from the university land grant trus 
related expenditures will also be reflected in the university’s annual op

)  f j  t \ —(  \ —

Alaska of 250 ,000  acres of land conveyed 
jyed is to be presented to the legislature 
to contain at least 25 ,000 acres. The bill 
tion, platting, surveying and conveyance, 
tted and surveyed each year, at an estimated 
t fund as provided for in AS 14.40.400; 
erating budget as university receipts.

Prepared by Pat Pitney, Director ' Phone 474-5889

Approved by Commissii Pat Pitney, Director_________________
Agency UA Budget and Institutional Research

Date 1/.°'799

PR EPA R E R  TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION C O PIES TO GO VERNO R’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution inlormation, call the G overnor’s  Legislative Office
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SENATE FINANCE
COMMITTEE

A M E N D M E N T '

Am endment Number: I
Bill Number: C S 5 f t 7 ( res')
Sponsor:__________ D a te r jJsJtf
Logged In By: (]\o( I h I LL

(J
S p o n s o r ;  Sett . Ic'fCet-i'Sr/'\

OFFERED IN THE SENATE

TO: CSSB 7(RES) / ■ nxtiior
j u-'ni-iDK/i tuM

i >\(U ccW l in  K-M.O C 'S

Page 3, line 8:

Delete ”AS_14:401368{31" 

Insert "AS 14.40.368r2)"

Page 8, line 12:

Delete "AS 14.40.368(3)" 

Insert "AS 14.40.368(2)"

Page 10, lines 10-24:

Delete all material and insert:

"(1) i f  the lease, license, contract, prospecting site, claim, sale, permit,

ught-of-way, easement, or trespass

(A) existed before the selection of the land by the University 

of Alaska, the state is entitled to receive the income obtained from the lease, 

license, contract, prospecting site, claim, sale, permit, right-of-way, easement, 

or trespass for the duration of the term of the lease, license, contract, 

prospecting site, claim, sale, permit, right-of-way, or easement, or from 

trespass, and during any renewal of it that is authorized by the lease, license, 

contract, prospecting site, claim, sale permit, right-of-way, or easement, or by 

law;

(B) did not exist before the selection of the land by the

University of Alaska,

(i) the state is entitled to receive the income obtained 

from the lease, license, contract, prospecting site, claim, sale, permit, 

right-of-way, or easement, or from trespass before the recording of the
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conveyance to the University of Alaska by the issuance of a document 

of interim conveyance or a patent;

(ii) the University of Alaska is entitled to receive the 

income obtained from the lease, license, contract, prospecting site, 

claim, sale, permit, right-of-way, or easement, or from trespass on the 

date of and after the recording of the conveyance to the University of 

Alaska by the issuance of a document of interim conveyance or a 

patent;"

Page 10, line 25:

Delete "(3)"

Insert "(2)"

1-LS0072YT.I

-2-



SENATE FINANCE 
COMMITTEE n

• L*. ^ Amendment Number:_
A JVI EJNJD ,M .E_N_T Bj|| fsjumber: ‘v S  ^

SponsolTV>?xQ/^cy} Date: 19 9
Logged In BV^

tuiTTIDR./tv<J ivJ

" S - e> tn

r fLatMZs>~{- cjy_
OFFERED IN THE SENATE ^  u  1

\

TO: CSSB 7(RES) inc lude  -uo w.tur CS

Page 8, line 18:

Delete “ 2020”  

Insert “ 2005”
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Page 11, line 14:

Insert new bill section to read:

*Sec. 7. Traditional uses to be continued. Land conveyed to the University o f Alaska 
under AS 14.40.365-Before conveying or disposing o f an interest in the land to a third party^ 
shall be managed iry a manner that pswrfts the continuation of traditional uses o f the land to the 
maximum extent practicable.

♦Renumber the following bill sections accordingly.
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A M E N D M E N T

OFFERED IN THE SENATE 

TO: CSSB 7(RES)
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Page 11, line 14:

Insert new bill section to read:

*Sec. 7. Traditional uses to be continued. Land conveyed to the University o f Alaska 
under AS 14.40.365, before conveying or disposing of an interest in the land to a third party, 
shall be managed in a manner that permits the continuation of traditional uses o f the land to the 
maximum extent practicable.

♦Renumber the following b ill sections accordingly.
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A M E N D M E N T

OFFERED TN TH E SENATE BY SENA TO R ADAMS
TO: CSSB 7(RES) ITH DRAuJ k|

1 Page I, line 2. following "land":

2 Insert a n d  p ro v id in g  fo r an  effective date"

3 Page 8, line 18:

4 Delete "afrcr December 31, 2020"

5 Insert "more than 21 years after the effective date of this Act"

6 Page 12, following line 22:

7 Tnscrt new bill sections to read:

8 "* See. 8. Sections I - 7 of this Act take effect only if each municipality in the state in

9 existence on the effective date of this section has received a patent for all of the general grant

10 land entitlement to which it is entitled under AS 29.65 as of the effective date of this section.

11 The director of the division of lands, Department of Natural Resources, shall notify in writing

12 the lieutenant governor and the revisor of statutes when the general grant land entitlements

13 under AS 29.65 of alJ municipalities in the state as of the effective date of this section have

14 been satisfied.

15 * Sec. 9. Tf secs. ! - 7 of (his Act take effect, they take effect 30 clays after the director

16 of (he division of lands. Department of Natural Resources’, notifies the tcvisor of statutes

17 under sec. 8 of this Act.

18 * Sec. 10. Sections 8 and 9 of this Act take effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c)."
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OFFERED IN  THE SENA TE BY SENATOR ADAMS
TO: CSSB 7 (RES) d y - S h  M i  L E D

J Page 7, line 26, following "conveyance.":

2 Insert "If the University o f  Alaska docs not reimburse the departm ent for reasonable

3 costs incurred in the selection, platting, and surveying o f the land and for costs incurred in

4 the conveyance o f the land to the extent the University of Alaska is required to pay for the

5 costs o f conveyance under this subsection, the department may nol convey the land to the

6 University of Alaska."
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TRANSMITTED TO: SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Re: SB 7
Fax No.: (907) 465-2187 

Our File No: 3000 

Date: March 3, 1999

TRANSMITTED FROM : JAMES T. BRENNAN

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL IS CONFIDENTIAL, MAY BE 
SUBJECT TO THE ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE AND IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE 
RECIPIENT NAMED ABOVE. IF TI-IE READER OF THIS INFORMATION IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPI­
ENT, OR THE EMPLOYEE OR AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERY TO THIS INFORMATION TO THE 
INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT THIS IS NOT A WAIVER OF PRIVILEGE 
AND ANY DISSEMINATION. DISTRIBUTION OR COPYING OF THIS INFORMATION IS STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS INFORMATIONS ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER 
IMMEDIATELY BY TELEPHONE AND RETURN THE ORIGLNAL INFORMATION TO THE SENDER, BY 
U.S. MAIL, AT THE AEOVE ADDRESS-

KOriginal: Mailed . N o t  M a ile d

PLEASE DISTRIBUTE TO ALL SENATE FINANCE 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRIOR TO HEARING ON 
SB7 SCHEDULED FOR TOMORROW MORNING - 
THANK YOU
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V ia  F a c s im i l e  (907) 465-2187 
Senate F i n a n c e  Committee

R e : Senate B i l l  No. 7: Committee S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  SB 7

Dear Senate F in a n c e  Committee Members:
I  am an a t t o r n e y  f o r  the C i t y  and Borough o f Yaku ta t ,  w h ich  

has r e c e n t l y  made some o f  i t s  m u n i c i p a l  e n t i t l e m e n t  s e l e c t i o n s  under AS 
29.65, and expec ts  to  make the b a la n c e  o f  i t s  e n t i t l e m e n t  s e l e c t i o n s  
w i t h i n  the  n e x t  few months. Because o f  a l a r g e  b a ck lo g  i n  DNR's 
p r o c e s s in g  o f  m u n i c i p a l  e n t i t l e m e n t  s e l e c t i o n s  around the  S ta t e ,  i t  i s  
l i k e l y  th a t  many o f  CBY'a e n t i t l e m e n t  s e l e c t i o n s  w i l l  rema in  p end ing  fo r  
y ea rs .  I t  i s  my u nd e rs ta nd ing  th a t  many m u n i c i p a l  e n t i t l e m e n t  
s e l e c t i o n s  o f  o t h e r  A laskan boroughs, made up to  10 years  ago, a re s t i l l  
p end ing  because o f  t h i s  b a ck lo g .

Where a m u n i c i p a l i t y  has made a l a n d  e n t i t l e m e n t  s e l e c t i o n  
under AS 29.65, such l a n d  shou ld  be a b s o l u t e l y  p r e c l u d e d  from s e l e c t i o n
by the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A laska ,  shou ld  SB 7 be enac ted  i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  or
a l t e r e d  form . P r o t e c t i o n  o f m u n i c i p a l  e n t i t l e m e n t  s e l e c t i o n s  c o u ld  be 
e a s i l y  a c com p l i s h ed  by s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e  to  them a t  § 14.40.365(a), as 
la nds  w h ic h  may n o t  be s e l e c t e d  by the U n i v e r s i t y .  R e f e r r i n g  to  the 
Committee S u b s t i t u t e  language ,  § 14.40.365(a) s hou ld  i n c l u d e  a
s u b s e c t i o n  (6) a t  p .  5, l i n e  7, w h ic h  wou ld read:

(6) i s  s u b j e c t  to a p end ing  s e l e c t i o n  made by a
m u n i c i p a l i t y  under AS 29.65, w h ich  has no t  been •  A *   ^ ----! — — J — —____ JC VY_4_____1 r»------------ i- -



The p r o t a c t i o n  p r o v id e d  to m u n i c i p a l  e n t i t l e m e n t  s e l e c t i o n s  i n  
the c u r r e n t  v e r s i o n  o f  the  B i l l  i s  i n a d e q u a t e .  CSSB 7, a t  § 
14.40.365(c), wou ld  s t i l l  p e rm i t  the U n i v e r s i t y  to  s e l e c t  la nds  wh ich  
had a l r e a d y  been s e l e c t e d  by a m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  and then a l l o w  the 
U n i v e r s i t y  to  p r e v a i l  i n  the compet ing  s e l e c t i o n  i f  i t  i s  a b l e  to 
persuade e i t h e r  the Governor o r  the Cnmminn ioner o f  N a t u r a l  Resources to 
fa vo r  the U n i v c r o i t y ' n  s e l e c t i o n  over the  p r i o r  m u n i c i p a l  s e l e c t i o n .  
T h i s  wou ld  be u n f a i r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  where some m u n i c i p a l  e n t ih inm enhs  are 
l o n g s t a n d i n g  and have no t  been p rocessed  o n l y  bccaunc  o f  agency b a ck lo g .  
I n  any case ,  the  m u n i c i p a l  e n t i t l e m e n t s  program i s  i t s e l f  l o ng- s tand in g ,  
and was i n t e n d e d  to  a s s i s t  new m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  boroughc , i n  
m ee t ing  t h e i r  needs .  E x i s t i n g  s e l e c t i o n s  under  the M u n i c i p a l

COO/0OOP1 D H 8 H LL80 HLZ 106S S0:fT 66/C0/C0



Letter to Senate Finance Committee 
SB 7 Page 2

E n t i t l e m e n t s  Ac t  s h o u l d  n o t  be s u b j e c t e d  to  c o m p e t i t i o n  from a_,y n ew ly  
e n a c ted  U n i v e r s i t y  l a n d s  a c t .

On the  o t h e r  hand ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  l a n g u ag e  o f  the  B i l l  a t  AS 
14.40.365 (e) (B) (at p .  6, l i n e ?  16-20) i s  s e n s i b l e ,  as i t  a l l o w s  t h e  
Comm iss ione r  o f  DNR to  deny U n i v e r s i t y  s e l e c t i o n  i f  t h e  Comm iss io n e r  
r e a s o n a b l y  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  th e  l a n d  may be s e l e c t e d  by t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y .

However ,  where l a n d  has a l r e a d y  been  s e l e c t e d  b y  a 
m u n i c i p a l i t y  und e r  AS 29.65, the  U n i v e r s i t y  s h o u l d  be a b s o l u t e l y  
p r e c l u d e d  from s e l e c t i n g  the same l a n d ,  and from p o s s i b l y  w r e s t i n g  such 
l a n d  from a p r i o r  m u n i c i p a l  s e l e c t i o n ,  i n  d e r o g a t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  
m u n i c i p a l  e n t i t l e m e n t  s t a t u t e s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J T B / d j lCc: Ton Xnour3 000/f lnacom. Itr)
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750 W 2nd Avc. #109, Anchorage AK 99501 /  Ph. 907-258-6171 /  Fax 907-258-6177

P.O. Box 22151, Juneau AK 99802 /  Ph. 907-463-3366 /  Fax 907-463-3312 /  unite@akvoice.org

Kirsten Shelton
Testimony to Senate Finance, 3/4/99

The Alaska Conservation Voice is comprised of twenty-seven organizations representing over 15,000 individuals statewide. 
ACV believes investment in our university system is critical for the state’s continued economic prosperity and high quality 
of life. We support funding that will guarantee a strong university system now and in the future.

SB 7 does not guarantee adequate or reliable funding for the university and what funding it might provide comes at too high 
a cost. We urge you to oppose this legislation and instead seek more effective, viable ways to finance state higher educa­
tion.

We have a number of serious objections to SB 7:

1. It robs Alaskans of more effective opportunities to capitalize on our natural assets, rather than simply liquidating them to 
finance a specific state function.

2. It is deleterious to local economies. Because the University seeks to maximize revenue, it has rapidly liquidated its 
existing timber assets and then exported these valuable Alaskan resources in the round at significant cost to local econo­
mies. During past timber sales, such as those at Yakataga, the University has ignored local processing and local hire 
opportunities.

3. Because of the University’s aggressive development polices, the bill threatens fish and wildlife resources, as well as the 
recreational and commercial uses that depend on them. It threatens community water sources and local use, expansion 
and planning options. At both the local and regional level, University land selections would further complicate confusing 
land ownership patterns and make sorting out the conflicts a costly and time-consuming process.

4. SB 7 also curtails highly valued access rights. Numerous bills have been introduced/passed in the past few legislative 
sessions to ensure access to public lands. Transfer of state lands to the University will close or restrict, either through 
development or sale to a third party, 250,000 acres to hunting, fishing, skiing, mushing, and innumerable other recreational 
and commercial activities.

Alaskans deserve a strong university for our children, BUT we urge you to support the university through appropriations 
not through land giveaways like SB 7.

C o n s e r v e  A l a s k a .  I t ’ s O n l y  N a t u r a l ,

mailto:unite@akvoice.org
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M  E M  QUAJN-DJLLM February 25, 1999

S U B JE C T : Sectional summary (CSSB 7(RES)) (Work Order No. 21-LS0072M)

TO: Senator Robin Taylor 
Attn: MelKrogseng

FROM: Gerald P. Luckhaupt-^^* 
Legislative Counsel

Sec. 1. Findings and purpose, including that the University of Alaska rhould own income 
producing land to provide income for the support o f public higher education.

Sec. 2. Legislative intent that the University encourage the development o f in-state value- 
added industries when developing the land conveyed to it.

Sec. 3. Technical amendment to add the land conveyed under this bill to the provision 
granting the Board ol'Regents the care, control, and management o f other University land.

Sec. 4. Technical amendment to account for the land conveyed untier this bill.

Sec. 5. Adds new section dealing with new land selections.

Sec. 14.40.365. Allows the University to select 250,000 acres of state land. Sets out 
requirements for the land that may be selected. The transfer o f ownership o f the land to the 
University includes the interest of the state: (1) in minerals; and (2) to oil and gas, but only 
for land that is selected at least 5 years after the effective date o f the bill. Describes the 
power of the state to manage the land selected but not yet conveyed. Lists types o f land that 
may not be conveyed, including land the conveyance o f which is determined by the 
Commissioner o f Natural Resources not to be in the best interest o f the state. The University 
bears costs o f selection, platting, surveying, and conveying the land, except the state pays the 
cost o f recording patents and documents of interim conveyance. The University must make 
all selections by December 31, 2020.

Sec. 14.40.366. The Board of Regents must establish procedures for mineral leasing 
on the conveyed land that are substantially similar to state procedures. The board must 
prepare an annual plan for the management of the land and seek public comment on the plan. 
At least 20 percent of the income derived from the management o f selected land must be 
used at the campus that is closest to the land from which the income was derived i f  the local 
municipality matches the income.



Sec. 14.40.367. Permits the president o f the university, on a determination that it is 
in the best interest of the university or on request of a person who provided the information, 
to keep confidential certain types of information relating to land conveyed to the university 
under AS 14.40.365.

Sec. 14.40.368. Sorts out whether the state or the university gets the income and 
management responsibilities on selected lands that are subject to certain types o f agreements 
(leases, claims, permits, etc.). Basically, the state gets the income and management 
responsibility for land subject to leases, permits, etc, that existed prior to selection until 
lease, permit, etc., expires; the state gets tne income and management responsibility until 
conveyance for leases, permits, etc., entered into after selection; and the university gets 
income and management responsibility upon conveyance for all other land.

Sec. 14.40.369. Before conveying or disposing of an interest in selected land the 
University is required to manage the land in a manner that permits customary and traditional 
uses of resources to the maximum extent practicable.

Sec. 6. Includes income derived from the management o f selected land in the endowment 
trust fund.

Sec. 7. Exempts from municipal taxation property o f the University.

Senator Robin Taylor
February 25, 1999
Page 2

GPL:lmb:jr 
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LANDS NOT AVAILABLE FOR SELECTION

1. Land reserved for the public domain

2. Land included in a 5 year proposed oil and gas leasing program

3. Leased land or land for which a lease is pending

4. Land subject to an oil, gas. or coal lease or coal prospecting permit

5. Land subject to a mining claim, prospecting site, upland mining lease, or mining 
leasehold location.

6. Land that is necessary' to carry out the purpose of an interagency land management 
agreement.

7. Land that is subject to conveyance under a land exchange or land settlement agreement.

SELECTED LANDS THA f  MAY NOT BE CONVEYED

1. Land which has been selected by a municipality

2. Land which the commissioner believes may be selected by a municipality

3. Land that is subject to an oil and gas exploration license

4. Land that the commissioner believes w ill be made part of an oil and gas exploration
lease.

5. The commissioner cannot withhold these lands for more than three years after selection 
by the University.

6. Any land conveyed is subject to any possessor)' interest.

7. DNR shall provide public notice o f intent to convey.

8. University shall pay all costs associated with surveying and transfer except recording of
title transfer.



TRANSFER CONDITIONS

Coal, ores, minerals, fissionable material, geothermal resources, and fossils transfer when 
title to the land transfers.

Oil and gas resources only transfer for land selected after the effective date o f this Act 
and then only 5 years after the effective date o f this Act.

Parcels o f 640 acres (1 section) or more unless selection is isolated tract or commissioner 
agrees best interest o f state.

REVENUE STREAM

Oil, gas, and coal revenues go to state for 5 years after the effective date o f act, even if  
land conveyed.

All other revenues transfer to University upon conveyance o f title.

Up to 20% of the revenues generated from land conveyed shall be appropriated to the 
campus nearest the resources provide the local community provides a like match.



LANDS NOT AVAILABLE FOR SELECTION

1. Land reserved for the public domain

2. Land included in a 5 year proposed oil and gas leasing program

3. Leased land or land for which a lease is pending

4. Land subject to ?n oil, gas, or coal lease or coal prospecting pennit

5. Land subject to a mining claim, prospecting site, upland mining lease, or mining
leasehold location.

6. Land t^at is necessary to ». :rry out the purpose o f an interagency land management
agreement.

7. Land that is subject to conveyance under a land exchange or land settlement agreement.

SELECTED LANDS THAT MAY NOT BE CONVEYED

] Land which has been selected by a municipality

2. Land which the commissioner believes may be selected by a municipality

3. Land that is subject to an oil and gas exploration license

4. Land that the commissioner believes will be made part o f an oil and gas exploration 
lease.

5. The commissioner cannot withhold these lands for more than three years after selection 
by the University.

6. Any land conveyed is subject to any possessory interest.

7. DNR shall provide public notice o f intent to convey.

8. University shall pay all costs associated with surveying and transfer except recording of 
title transfer.



TRANSFER CONDITIONS

Coal, ores, minerals, fissionable material, geothermal resources, and fossils transfer when 
title to the land transfers.

Oil and gas resources only transfer for land selected after the effective date of this Act 
and then only 5 years after the effective date of this Act.

Parcels of 640 acres (I section) or more unless selection is isolated tract or commissioner 
agrees best interest of state.

REVENUE STREAM

Oil, gas, and coal revenues go to state for 5 years after the effective date o f act, even i f  
land conveyed.

All other revenues transfer to University upon conveyance of title.

Up to 20% of the revenues generated from land conveyed shall be appropriated to the 
campus nearest the resources provide the local community provides a like match.
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MUNICIPAL LAND ENTITLEMENTS - AS 29,65 _S 8  T-

Municipality Entitlements Pending Appmval Remaining to Select
(acres) (acres) (nens)

Aleutians Hast Borough 7,633 5,790
Municipality of Anohorage 44,893 273 160
City of Anderson 1,182 1,204
City of Bethel 40 0 .
Bristol Bay Borough 2,898 349 349
City of Coffman Cove 222 0
City of Cordova 235 45 45
City of Delta Junction 481.8 82
Denali Borough 49,789 45,631
City of Dillingham 1 0
City of Fairbanks 15 0 •>

Fairbanks North Shir Borough 112,000 177 -

Haines Borough 2,800 25 25
City of Homer 16 0 -

CityofHoonah 15 0 •

City of Houston 405 0 •

City and Borough of Juneau 19,584 225 225
City of Kenal 307 0 -

Konai Penfn9Ula Borough 155,780 45,000(5) sec footnote 1
City of Ketchikan 4 0 -

Ketchikan Gateway Borough 11,593 85 85
City of Kodiak 32 0 -

Kodiak Island Borough 56,500 0 -

City ofKuproanof 180.8 0
Lake and Peninsula Borough 125,000 124,955
Matanuska-Susitna Borough 355,210 10,630
City of North Pole .5 0
North Slope Borough 89,850 89,498 36,0632
Northwest Arctic Borough 285,438 285,438
City ofOuzinkie 240 0
City of Pelican 8.9 0
City of Petersburg 461.3 0
City of Port Alexander 53 0
City of Port Lions 35 0
City of Seward 565 48 48
City ofSkagway 7,977 0
City and Borough of Sitka 10,500 0
City ofSoldotni 14 0
City of Tenakee Springs 2,958 0
City of Thorne Bay 675 0
City of Valdez 7,593 0
City of Whittier 600 0
City of Wrangell 551 0
City and Borough of Yakutat 21,500 21,343 16,409

Total 1.375,836.3 630,798 53,409
@-approxbn»te

1 Kerul Borough is re-evaluating Its remaining iclcctiora bared on Kenal Area Plan and will relinquish and re 
select an uncertain amount of acreage.
‘ Includes 30,673 acres selected but not soon to be rejected due to classification (land in Prodhoe Bay area)
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March 3, 1999

Senator John Torgerson 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 FAX: (9 0 7 )4 6 5 -4 7 7 9

Dear Senator Torgerson:

My name is  Keith Phillips and I am president of Alaska’s Kenai Peninsula Chapter of Safari 
Club International. I would like to voice the concerns about Senate Biu 7, University Lands 
Bill, 011 behalf of the seventy-five members of this organbation.

SB-7 would take lands currently in the public domain (managed for multiple use) and convey 
them to private, single-use management. This bill would inevitably lead to situations where 
hunting/fishing access and ether public use of important lands would be eliminated or brought 
into conflict with private ownership. SB-7 cculd also further delay our own borough’s land 
selection process and be in direct conflict with future land use planning critical to managing 
brown bear habitat on the Kenai Peninsula.

University operations should be adequately funded through the general fund process, not 
though a loss of land and resources important tc wildlife habitat, public hunting and other 
outdoor interests. The university system needs support and funding now, not a contentious 
land selection process. Public lands should remain public.

We would appreciate any action on your part in opposition to SB-7.

Thank you for your attention to this important issue.

Sincerely,

Keith Phillips, President
Alaska's Kenai Peninsula Chapter SCI

P. O. Box 2988 ■ Soldotna, Alaska 99669



Bob Shalit (xenon@ rsdshift.com)

John Torgerson

XT 831-484-0735 , , CTU3/3/99 ©4:09 AM D1/1

907 465-4779 martes, 2 morzo 1999

SB 7 (The University Land Grab Bill) is tota lly unacceptable. As a recipient o f two advanced 
degrees at UAF, I  insist that UA is funded THROUGH THE ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS 

PROCESS, NOT in this irresponsible way, with almost no regulations as to how the land can be
used! Save what lit t le  wildness is le ft on our planetl 

Thank you, Bob Shalit (xenon@redshift.com)

Bob S h a lit (xenon@ redshift.com)

AS THE CEO AND 
CHAIRMAN C F M O fc K fT ,IWWFYOUALLTO 
® W !M T d T A L L Y „ READY FcR THE Y2K BUS.

EOUOff
AIW SO M .
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No on SB 7

Subject: No on SB 7
Date: Thu, 25 Feb 1999 12:26:15 PST 

From: "Peter Branson" <peterbranson@hotmail.com>
To: 5enator_John_Torgerson@Iegis.state.ak.us, Senator_Ai_Adams@legis.state.ak.us, 

Senator_Dean_Parnell@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Randy_Phillips@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Senators,

I  am strong ly opposed to SB 7, which would give the U niversity a quarter 
m illio n  acres fo r  resource development, land that is  extremely valuable 
to lo ca l communities a l l  over Alaska fo r watershed, hunting and fish ing , 
sustainable logging, and tourism.

I f  SB 7 passes the U n ivers ity  w i l l  have to pay over $1.5 m illio n  per 
year ju s t to  tran s fe r lands from the state. At th is  rate they w i l l  be 
forced to " liq u id a te  th ie r  assets" and log every tree im ediatly as 
examples along tongass narrow in  Ketchikan i l lu s t r a te .  I'ra a graduate 
from the u o f a and strong ly support f u l l  funding, but not by some 
dubious land deal.

Please vote no on SB 7.

Thank you, Peter Branson 
PO Box 2073 
Wrangell, AK 99929

Get Your Private, Free Email at http://www.hotm ail.com

2/25/99 5:24 I’M
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M a r th a  X  ( 'd a y jio lr t i  
1638 Wofvprin* Lane, Fairbanks AK 99709  

<907)479-3726 FAX(907) 479 4310

February'22, 1999

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

I fun writing to oppose Senate Bill 7, which would give 250,000 acres to the University of 
Alaska.

Ii
I strongly support increased funding of the University. It is in terrible condition now, and 
in'a downward spiral. The University of Alaska needs immediate cash funding, so as to \ 
hire replacement faculty for the departments that are incapacitated due to the early 1 
retirement program. Only by revitalizing their staff will they start to rebuild their 
reputation and attract students.

! . | !
Giving the University land instead of money is not a good idea for several reasons. The • 
land should stay in public management for the benefit of all state residents. The University 
needs immediate liquid income, not property that has to be converted to'cash flow. The ( 
University also does not need any more negative publicity about its land management. As 
long as they are required to manage their land for maximum immediate cjash flow, they will 
perpetuate and exacerbate their image as terrible long term land managers. What kind of; 
im^ge is this for a school that is supposed »o be based on and teach land 'management! |

i Ji i

Sincerely,

Martha K Raynolds 
riaht ecologist


