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NEA-AIlaska

Affiliated withthe National Eclucation Association

State Commitmentto School Funding: A Declining Priority
Senate Finance Committee - March 23, 2000

Current Public School Funding inAlaska for FY 00 is $689,054,300. Proposed
funding for FY 01 is $669,887,400. This represents the state's financial
commitment to children. The difference of $19.17 million is a significant
decrease. This difference coupled with the impact of inflation cancels virtually all
of the approximately $26 million in increased funding to schools provided by SB

36 in 1998.

Rather than using an excuse to decrease state funding, the Association believes that
the state should be adding funding to its funding program to fully pay for the cost
of testing, adequately funding pupil transportation, and funding needed school
maintenance and construction.

Costofschool reform and student testing
The Quality Schools Initiative embodied now in statute and through Department of

Education and Early Development regulation imposes a significantnew cost to
school districts. The additional collateral costs of the high school qualifying
examination and the benchmark examination progranm at grades 3, 6, and 8 have
never bheen acknowledged letalone calculated.

e estimate itwill cost $26.95 million toprovide direct materials, training and

personnel to students who perform poorly on the benchmark examinations or on
the high school qualifying examinations. 0n aper student basis statewide this

amounts to underfunding by over $200 per student.

The breakdown for the $26.95 million is as follows:
High school qualifying examination:
Materials component $1.6 mnmillion

Benchmark examinations ingrades 3, 6, and 8
Material component $ 4.8 nillion
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Remediation and direct assistance to students
Personnel component $20.55 million

Total forreform measures $26.95 million

Does a decrease in enrollment cause a decrease in spending?

Even though the enrollment is declining, the proposed decrease in school funding
really misses opportunities and falls short of providing basic fiscal support. The
primary reason for the decrease in the Foundation Program isdue to a decrease in
student enrollIment of approximately 3,000. The decrease comes after over a
decade of annual increases. Even though AS 14.17.500 requires a district to
consider the "pattern of growth or decline of the student population inpreceding
years," the counts set inmotion a decision that mean less for schools. The flaw in
this reduction assumes thata corresponding reduction inbasic operation of schools
occurs. Basic necessary services from employment of school personnel to
payment of the heating and electric billsdo not go away because a school has a
few less children. (A loss of 3,000 stude* * “tatewide out of 133,000 isslightly

more than 2%.)

Pupil transportation may not be adequatelyfunded.

Concerning pupil transportation services, a shortfall of $2.1 million in the current
year, coupled with a $5.1 million budget request for next year casts another cloud
over school districts. We understand that itappears likely that the $2.1 million will
be funded however, failure to fund the supplemental and the increase for next year
will no doubt tax local school district budgets. We fear that many districts will be
forced to take dollars from instruction to fund transportation.

School construction and maintenance
Over the years school facilities and buildings have suffered from inattention and

inadequate maintenance.

Even though you will not directly consider school maintenance and construction
needs of school today, we are pleased that two proposals to fund school
construction and maintenance are before the legislature. One proposal (SB
228/F1B 336) by the governor will fund $510 million in school construction and
maintenance projects over the next three years. Another proposal (HB 281) by
House Finance contains $500 million earmarked for school construction and
maintenance along with $165 million in other capital projects.



Fiscalplan
NEA-Alaslca stood with you last year and worked for passage of the balanced

budget plan advisory vote. We did this for two clear reasons: First, the state needs
to develop a fiscal plan that utilizes the state 3 savings accounts and taxes to fund
services including schools, and second, without a plan we feared that K-12 public
school would be cut. Today, we arestill committed toworking with you to
develop a fiscal plan to stabilize funding to the many services that make our
youngsters more intelligent, healthier, happier and safer.

Itseems that ata time when we have less itis difficult to quench our state 3 thirst
for more. More iswanted from schools.

Who is being tested?
The state 3 system of elementary and secondary schools were put to another test

thismonth when our state3 approximately 10,000 tenth graders took an exan that
they must successfiilly pass to graduate in2002. Another 30,000 third, sixth and
eighth graders were also tested. The history of public K-12 schools has been
punctuated with one test after another. The idea of a free public education
regardless of a person ¥ income, race or status in life has heen subject to test on too
many occasions. Our schools educate children with special needs along side those
who are gifted; our schools educate future scientists along side those who will be
future plumbers and carpenters; our schools have hecome the very mirror of each
village and city in Alaska. 1Inserving all our children, one public institution has
historically withstood the test of providing a universal opportunity to learn- K-12

public schools.

The question isnot whether children should be tested but whether the legislative
and executive branch passes the test by providing each child the resources so each
student can take full advantage of the opportunity to do something positive fron

this.

To do less is failure.
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Testimony re: HB 312 and 313
March 23,2000

Yesterday, March 22,2000, there were four Title 47s in Barrow in less than twelve hours
—that is, four individuals who were assessed as being a danger to selfor others and
requiring immediate psychiatric stabilization. W ithout mental health professionals to
respond, these individuals might have hurt themselves or others in the community. Why
are so many individuals in such need? The question istoo complex to grapple with here;
however, some ofthese individuals have gone into crisis because they remained on
waiting lists for services too long. The underlying issues could relate to mental health,
substance abuse, domestic violence, child abuse and neglect, or many other areas in

which continued funding is critical.

In our North Slope community ofless than 8,000, three or more individuals per week
who are new to the system seek critical human services the system is too burdened to
provide. They are coming because they see the success of existing programs and because
their needs are overwhelming. Some of these individuals go on to experience major
crises which affect the individual, the family, the community, and the state - the kind of
crises which may lead them to become a “Title 47" danger to selfor others.

If mental health, substance abuse, domestic violence, corrections, children’s residential
services, and related programs are cut, the problems experienced by these individuals will
continue to grow. It will take more services at higher expense to return individuals to
states where they can function independently. Some will never be able to do so. Study
after study shows that prevention and early intervention are effective not only in human
terms, but in the cost of providing services as well.

Whether we look at the outcome in human potential or in dollar signs, the best results
will be obtained by continuing to provide the maximum possible services to those in
need. Please do everything possible to preserve and expand funding for social services.

Sincerely,

Deputy Director, Behavioral Health
North Slope Borough

P.O. Box 69

Barrow, AK 99723
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/1B 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chalrs at
4656592 or 4654779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members

Date: March 23,2000

(Inan effort to hear from as many as possible tonight We ar«encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state youx
comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and we look forward

to hearing fromyou.
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members
Date: March 23,2000

%In an effort to hear from as many as possible tomght We are encouraging you
0 submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget) Thank you and we Iook forward
to hearing fromyou.

I am the legal advocate at Sitkans Against Family Violence.
Legal assistance, support and information is IMPERATIVE for women
who are survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault.

The legal system can be overwhelming and confusing and without

adequate, informed and consistent support through the systenm,
women often remain in or return to dangerous situations which
compromise their physical safety and the safety of their children.

Victims of domestic violence are often conditioned to see a minimum
of options in making the break to safety. Programs 3uch as ours do

important and necessary work as we continue to inform them of their
rights and options.
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Fiiwice Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members
Date: March 23,2000

(Inan effort to hear from as many as passible tonight we are encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the t10. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and we look forward
to hearing from you.

| would like the Senate Finance Committee Members to know how
helpful and appreciated the half-time position of Rural Qutreach
Coordinator for Sitkans Against Family Violence (SAFV) has been
by Kake, Angoon and Port Alexander. This position has been
providing Prevention and Education to students of the above
communities for the past eight years. Presentations have included
“good/bad touch” for children up to 6t girade and discussions of
boundaries and dating violence tor the older students. SAFV offers
training for safe home providers who graciously open their home
to victims of battering and sexual assault for a maximum of 72
hours which allows the person to consider options opened to her by
the safe home provider and others. There is a Dei Awe (translated
to English means enough!) group that was organized for women
who are saying “Enough’ to physical, emotional, and mental
abuse. | hope and pray that this committee will join the group in
saying Dei Awe-enough! And continue to provide monetary

support.
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 31Z/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members
Date: March 23,2000

(Inan effort to hear from as many as possible tonight We are encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget) Thank you and we look forward

to hearing from you.

Dear Committee Members,

The SAFV Children3 Program has successfully increased its 5chool Support
Group attendance significantly (nearly 35 students per week) for Grades 3*8
over the last several months. School Groups focus on preventative measures

for at-risk youth. Studknts participate inactivities aimed not only at
increasing their awareness about Domestic Violence, Personal Safety, Drug

and .Alcohol Education, P.esponslfcility, Self-Esteem, and .Anger Management,
but also discussing these Issues facing them daily intheir hcm.e lives.

Nyer the course of the .past months the students improvement is evinced not
only intheir individual demeanors but the overall cohe-lveress of each group.
Group members recognize peer support for their issues available in both one

-pj - -“cup facilitator. Xt ;sexciting to see haw "veil students
-, £ e
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465*4779

To; Senate Finance Committee Members
Date: March 23,2000

(Inan effort to hear from as many as possible tonightwe are encouraging you
fo submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget’) Thank you and we look forward

to hearing from you.
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members
Date: March 23,2000
(Inan effort to hear from as many as possible tonightwe are encouraging you

to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget) Thank you and we look forward

to hearing from you.
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For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 463-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members
Date: March 23,2000
(Inan effort to hear from as many as possible tonight We are encouraging you

to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank yon and we look forward

to hearing from you:
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ForHB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members

Date: March 23. 2000

effort to hear from as many as possible tonight WC are encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO, Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget.) Thankyou and we look forward

to hearing from you:
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For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or -165-4779

To-' Senate Finance Committee Members
Date: March 23,2000

(In an effort to hesr from as many as possible tonight We are encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget’) Thank you and we look forward

to hearing from you.
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For HB 312/HB 313 1
Operating Budget Testimony I

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779 :

Senate Fihance Committee Mcmbcre

To:
Date: March 23,2000
On an «£fortto hearfrom as many as p033|ble tonight we memncouraglng you
to submit written.comments to be faxed Ly the UQ. Please briefly state your
%omments {egachrlng the operating budget’ >Thankyon and tve look forward
0 hearin
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To: 'Senate Finance Gammittee.Members
Date™, March 23,2000
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ForHB 3122HB S13
. Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at

465-6592 or 463-4779 ]
To: Senate Finance Committee Members
Date: March 23.2000

%In an effortto hear fromas many as possible tonight We are encouraging you
0 submit written.comments to be faxed b%/ the LIO. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget) Thankyou and we look forward

to hearing from you.
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ForHB 312/HB 313 * A
Operating Budget Testimony
Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at A
465-65920r 465-4779 A
Tor Senate Finance Committee Members A

Date: March 23,2000
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Re: Failure to fund infrastructure destruct

An unnamed theologian said "the self righteous will lead us
to hell™, which prompts an analogy that permissive
deterioration of Alaska's infrastructures or programs could
fling us into a stagnant economy or some social hell.

This budget cycle should avoid any reduction in the need
(yes, and the opportunity) to invest in our state's:

m children, by enhancing and maintaining, medical,
protective and corrective programs, i.e., Denali KidCare
for families without health insurance, increase
educational funds so our kids will stay home ,so your
grandchildren desire to attend U of A?), and protect
those children who might be neglected or abused...all of
these opportunities are before this Legislature...

m infrastructure maintenance, i.e., adequate revenues for
highway maintenance, is only one example...

m public radio system (cut 70% in recent years) - the only
channel with a statewide reach, so essential to keep our
citizens and neighbors informed and educated...

Over and over we hear Alaska will not grow, or cut, its way
out of the perceived fiscal gap. The Legislature appears
rigidly focused on numbers, while apparently ignoring the
adverse impact of funding reductions on essential services?

Do we, you, refuse to listen to warnings that our failure to
have a reasonable statewide tax, on individual citizens for
essential public needs, can cause business investment to shy
away from Alaska (Anchorage News, 3/16/97)? And that failure
to maintain roads, schools, and quality infrastructure, can
prompt business to avoid a state so blindly economizing.

Will my Alaskan neighbors and | come to our senses, and
insist more be spent on education and other essential,
services - so we share both advantages and rooponsibility?
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members
Date: March 23,2000
In an effort to hear from as many as possible tom(ghtw« arc encouraging you

go submit written comments to bé faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget) Thank you and we Iook fonward

to hearing from you.
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465*5592 or  465-4779

To; Senate Finance Committee Members

Date: March 23,2000

(Inan effort to hear from as many mbpossible tonightwe ere encouraging you
to submit written comments to be fa*ed by the LIO. Please briefly state your

%gwengremtg {regrarl]r)c}cl)rlljg the operating budget) Thankyou and we look forward
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Written Public Testimony
Por HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465*5392 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members
Date: March 23,2000

(Inan effort to hear from as many aa possible tonightwe are encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
egarding the operating budget) Thank you and we look forward
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Tony Knowles, Governor

O0ffice of the Commissioner

550 W. 7th Avenue, Suite 1770, Anchorage, AK 99501-3510

Telephone: (907) 269-8100  Fax; (907) 269-8127 « TDD: (907) 465-5437
Email: questions@dced.state.ak.us * Website: vww.dced.state.ak.us/

March 24.2000

Alaska State Senate

Alaska House of Representatives
Alaska State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Legislator:

This letter is in response to Representative Cowdery’s letter of March 24th The letter contained
numerous factual errors about our department.

A$ part of their contribution to the operation of the Northern Forum, Hokkaido seconded one of
its staff to work at the Northern Forum secretariat office in Anchorage. The reason for his
departure from Anchorage can be found in the December minutes of the Northern Forum Steering
Committee. According to those minutes, "due to economic difficulties, Hokkaido will suspend
sending a regional representative to the secretariat." See attached minutes.

Northern Forum’s mission is to improve the quality of life of Northern peoples, to suppoa
sustainable development and cooperative socio-economic initiatives among Northern regions
This mission is quite different than that of Trade and Development.

Payments to World Trade Center Alaska have been made on a regular, timely basis as stipulated
under the terms of the grant agreement. Please call Executive Director Robin Zerbel for

confirmation.

DCED and the Anchorage Economic Development Corporation enjoy a close, cooperative
working relationsliip. In fact, AEDC is a strong supporter of DCED and in just the past few
weeks its Board of Directors passed a resolution urging the Legislature to restore funding for
DCED’ budget. See attached letter and resolution. For confirmation call Larry Crawford,

President.

Again Representative Cowdery writes about issues that | cannot possibly address, such as “fear of
reprisal.” 1fhe has any proof, I sincerely wish he would share it with House and Senate
leadership. | believe these allegations to be biased and untrue. Once again, the department is put
in the defensive position of spending our limited state resources to counter misinformation ana
allegations, rather than spending our time productively.

Sincerely,
1
Commissioner

Attachments

"Promoting a healthy economy and strong communities"
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STEERING COMMITTEE

Summary and Recommendations
of the
Steering Committee Meeting

15-17 December 1999
Anchorage, Alaska

Attendees:

1  Alaska: Michael Johnson

2. Hokkaido: Hitoshi Shichida. Saturo Murai and Masahiro Takeuchi (Yoshi Ogawa,
interpreter)

Lapland: Hannu Viranto (Eeva Maria Taina, interpreter)

Sakha: Anastassia Bozhedonova (Maria Rodomakina, interpreter)

Secretariat: John Doyle and Priscilla Wohl

Alberta (observer): Rockford Lang
Norrbotten (observer): Hans Groth. Projektchef. North Sweden European Liaison Office

NooA~w

General remarks and issues that arose many times during the meeting

The meeting was called to order at 9:15 on the morning of 15 December 1999, and continue 1
with few breaks until 11:30 on 17 December. Following the record of the meeting is a list of

Action ltems. ¢

The NF is a member-driven organization, and much responsibility lies with the Regional
Coordinators (RCs) and the member governments. The Secretariat cannot be responsible for

most of the organization's activities.

The NF must strictly prioritize all its activities, and specific items regarding the implementation of
the members' priorities must be included in all discussions, plans and budgets

The Steering Committee (SteerCom) members and Secretariat together need to deveiop a NF
Action Plan. A concrete plan, agreed by all NF members, will help everyone to explain the
organization's activities and plans to others, particularly those in the commercial sector.

Members that support a specific issue must bear administrative and other costs associated with
its pursuit. Subsidy of such issues by other members should be minimized.

| Surrmary report on Noverber Meetings
The Executive Director reported on meetings in St. Petersburg, Helsinki, Washington
D.C. and New York City he attended in November. A trip report was included in the
meeting workbook.
2. Significant opportunities arose as a result of the meetings. Some of them will require
foilow-up by the Secretariat and RCs.

Il. Northern Forum Financial Report
1 Hokkaido donated an Additional Assessment of USD 45.000. to be used for project
support and operations. Yukon donated a Supplementary Contribution of USD 2,500, to
be used for Public Relations efforts. Alaska has changed the disbursement of its USD
60,000 Additional Assessment to a quarterly basis, with change in reporting structure and
other restrictions.

Northern Forum Steering Committee Meeting
15-17 December 1999
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Anchorage Economic meveJopmant Corporation

The Center ol Opportunity

Executive Cominircec Resolution

Whereas the Scne Legislature is considering drastic budget cues to the Department of
Community and Economic Development, Division of International Trade and Mrukcr
Development; and,

Whereas, the budget plan eliminates the trade program - the Scare's tndc and research
specialises; and

Whereas, the proposed cuts eliminate the State's only position responsible for recruiting new
business and investment; and,

Whcrcasj the proposed cuts end 35 years of state cade representation in Japan arid 15 years
in Korea; and,

Whereas, the State has an important role to play in economic development.
Therefore be ir Resolved that AEDC recommends char the House Finance Committee

reconsider the %r_opo_sed drastic cuis to the Department of Community and Economic
Development, Division of International Trade and. Market Development.

Passed and approved this (jffi, day of March, 2000,

Jx tL .
Melvin R. Nichols. Chairman
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Anchorage Economic Bevelopmant Corporation

The Center of Opportunity

MEMORANDUM
Dare:  March 8, 2000

To:  House Finance Committee, Alaska Srare Legislature
Rtp. Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair
Rep. Gene Therrialur, Co-Chair
Rep. Con Bundc, Vice Chair
Rep. Alan Ausrerman
Rep. Gail Phillips
Rep. John Davies
Rep. Ben Grussendorf
Rep. Carl Moses
Rep. Richard Foster
Rep. Bill Williams
cc.  Rep. Brian Porter, Speaker ofthe House
Rep. Ramona Barnes

From: Larry D. Crawford, AEDC President 8 CEO

The Anchorage Economic Development Corporation's Executive Committee has passed a resolurion
requesting chat the House Finance Committee reconsider the proposed severe reductions to State funding for
the Division of International Trade and Marker Development. The budget being proposed to the House
Finance Committee esseorially eliminates the State's trade and research specialists, 1f passed, this wil end 35
years of state trade representation in Japan and 15 years in Korea. These are Alaska's nao largesc expert
markets. The stare's on(I}/ position responsible for recruiting new business and investments will be eliminated
should the proposed budger become reality.

Now is the time for economic development to be one of the State of Alaska's top priorities. Alaska needs oo
diversify its economy and become less dependent on oil revenues.

Please reconsider making such severe cuts to the budget of the Department of Community and Economic
Development, Division of International Trade and Market Development, The State government has :m
important rale to plan in economic development.

Sincerely.

rry D/Crawford
President dc CEO

Attached: AEDC Executive Committee Resolution

iV FthAene Qite300 m Adoage Alaska 9801 m gop07-258300 m HU90-536640 edrdl aaddiataCTo0.0om
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The Executive Director and Deputy Director would be more productive with the help
of a part-time professional Executive Assistant

The goal of making the Secretariat staff more -international” in outlook and
experience - and thus more representative of its members - was stressed by the
Executive Director

The Secretariat asked that members be requested to bring forth n“mes of
professionals from their regions who might work in the Secretarial (as professionals

or as Regional Representatives)

4. There was general agreement that the Regional Representatives are key to the NF, and
that more attention must be paid to their mission and qualifications. The discussion was

as follows;

$ a)

b)
©)

d)

9)
h)

Due to economic difficulties, Hokkaido will suspend sending a Regional
Representative to the Secretariat; significant levels of support will continue from
Hokkaido itself; if it is determined by the NF Board, Hokkaido will be able to consider
sending another Regional Representative in future; SteerCom members thanked
Hokkaido for its long-standing leadership

Alberta may be sending a Regional Representative, on a short term basis, to the
Secretariat, replacing the temporary intern representative sent this autumn

The four Geographical Areas of the NF should be represented at the Secretariat: on
the other hand, although it is desirable, Regional Representatives do not always
need to reside in Alaska

The SteerCom members need to take a larger role in NF support activities. Sakna
and Hokkaido both discussed their support through full time staff assigned to bcth the
Secretariat and in their region. Lapland indicated that although they do not have full
time staff allocated to NF activities, they spend considerable time on NF issues, both
project specific and communication among members. Alaska indicated that they have
no budget and no ability to undertake any NF duties. The time currently spent on
work is unfunded. Alaska cannot do any more than it currently does in support of NF
activities.

Rotation of Regional Representatives was discussed, but no firm recommendations
were made beyond the suggestion that in order to be useful. Representatives need to
spend adequate time in the Secretariat; the amount of time should be specified
Rotation of Representatives among Associate Secretariats and members was briefly
discussed (for example, the Director of Sakha Associate Secretariat may be
stationed in Lapland fora time)

The NF needs guidelines for sending Regional Representatives to the Secretariat;
these should be developed by the Executive Director and SteerCom

Before a Regional Representative is assigned to the Secretariat, the Executive
Director should communicate with the region which is sending the Representative the
skills and qualities needed in the Secretariat

Regional Representatives' work plans should be very specific; they should be
designed by the sponsoring region and the Secretariat together, and should be
coordinated by the Secretariat

Hosting a Regional Representative has significant financial implications, not only for
the sponsoring member, but for the Secretariat as well; these include logistics
(transportation in Anchorage), housing, office space, equipment and training, etc.

5. The NF Computer System and Communications

a)
b)
c)
d)

VU2 SMGmAROTR229IMGm. A

Email connections have increased during the past years; only four regions do not
have emalil at pr/ sent

The use of the Internet should be emphasized, especially regarding communicaticns
among members, the Secretariat and the populations of the regions

The Executive Director outlined some of his ideas for significantly enhancing the MFs
use of its web site

A long-term (5 or 10 year) communications plan for the NF should be developed,
using the plan produced in the early 1990s

Northern Forum Steenng Committee Meeting
15-17 December 1999
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 919
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-65920c 4654779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members

Date: March 23,2000

(Inan effort to hear from as many as possible tonlghtwe axe encouraging you
fo submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget ) Thankyou and we Iook forward

to hearing from you:
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313

Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 4654779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members
Date: March 23,2000
Ctnan effort to hear from as many as possible toni ghtw« are encouraglng you

to submit written.comments to b faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
comments re { gardlng the operating budget) Thank you and we Iook forward

to hearing from you
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Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 4654779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members
Date: March 23,2000
(In aneffort to hear from as many as p033|ble tonlghtwe are encouraglng you
to submltwrltten comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 4654779

To; Senate Finance Committee Members

Date: March 23,2000

(Inan effort to hear from as many as possible tonightwe are encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and we look forward

to hearing fromyou:
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To; Senate Finance Committee Members
Date: March 23,2000
On an effort to hear from as many as possible tonightwe are encouraging you

to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
comments egardmg the operating budget)) Thank you and we look forward

to hearing from you,
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Written Public Testimony
ForHB 312/HB 519
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members

Date: March 23,2000

(Inan effort to lutar from as many as possible tonightwe ere encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIQO. Please briefly state your
rding the operating budget) Thank you and we look forward
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To: Senate Finance Committee Members
Date: March 23,2000
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Gary Brooks
IBEW

Commissioner Richard Cross
Department ofEducation
& Early Development

] Fred Esposito
Alaska Vocational Technical Center

Kilty Fcrnhum (Vice Chair)
BP Amoco « Alaska

Commissioner Ed Flanagan
Department ofLabor & Woriforct
Development

Kristen Forrester
Mat-Su Borough School District

Duane French
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation

Alice Galvin (Chair)
Alaska Communication Lystems. Inc.

_ JoAnn Henderson
Southeast Regional Resource Center

_Kay Koch
Owner. Matrix Jewelers

Linda Hulbert
Henkel Howard 4 Hulbert

Willie Lewis
Laborers' Union Local 942

Jo Ann McDowell
Prince William Sountl
Community College

Commissioner Karen Perdue
Department ofHealth 4 Social Services

Wend}’ Redman
University ofAlaska

Sarah Scanlon
Cominco, Alaska

Donna Scott
Tanana Chiefs Conference

Commissioner Deborah Sedwick
Department o fCommunity
4 Economic Dewlapment

Tim Sunday
Teamsters' Local 959

Barbara Stallone
Federal Express « Alaska

Lieutenant Governor f ran Ulmer

Colleen Word
Owner, Xcel

J.C. Wingfield
Plumbers and Pipefitters Local 375

AHRIC/MIKE ANDREWS

FAX NO. 907 269 7489 P

Alaska Human Resource InvestmentCoun
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matt akffcewv.tttte.rtjsemtmm nau * us/mtrtc/akrttJtm

March 24,2000

The Honorable Drue Pearce, Senate President
The Honorable Brian Porter, Speaker ofthe House
The Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau,AK 9980M 182

Dear Senator Pearce and Representative Porter:

| am writing on behalfofthe Alaska Human Resource Investment
Council in supportofthe Governor's version ofthe operating
budget. Our organization is in the business ofensuring that Alaska
workers are ready forwork, and that .Alaska businesses have a
qualified, local workforce to help their industries thrive. Investing
in quality education and healthy children is the best way to ensure a

healthy economy.

The Governor introduced the Children's Budget to focus on
resources to build a future workforce and healthy citizens. It begins
with important and essential services, which are highlighted below:

Child Care - Child care is an essential piece ofa healthy economy.
People coming off of welfare cannot stay injobs if they don’t have
child care assistance. The House version ofthe operating budget
has underfunded child care assistance by $800,000 - in real terms,
this means 400 kids won’t be covered by assistance anymore.
Headstarl- The Governor asked for a $2 million addition to
Headstart. The State of Alaska only serves 23% of kids who arc
income eligible for Headstart. The national average is about 40%.
The House added $0 to the program.

Prevention - 80% ofadult prisoners were abused as children. 50%
don’t have their high school diploma. Almost 80% had substance
abuse problems. Ifwe don’t spend money on prevention, we will
spend much more in the future on incarceration.

Youth Detention - The current version of the budget doesn’t include
any money to operate youth detention facilities that arc currently
under construction in Anchorage, Mat-Su and Ketchikan.
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The Honorable Drue Pearce
The Honorable Brian Porter
Page Two

Quality Schools Initiative - An additional $7.6 million was requested in the Governor's
budget to increase student performance through tutoring, summer school, and training to
improve student performance, and help students meet higher standards now in place. The

House zeroed out this request.
University ofAlaska -The Governor asked for $16.9 million for the University of

Alaska. States that have great economies have great educational systems. The current
version ofthe budget fails the test of future investment.

There are many other problems with both the House and Senate versions ofthe operating
budget. The State cannot afford to underfinance these essential services. As employers,
the AHRIC feels that it is essential to invest in the services thatwill create a qualified
local workforce to fill Alaskajobs in the funire. Istrongly urge you to restore funding to
the Governor's requested level for these vital services.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

AHRIC Chair

cC: The Honorable Sean Pamell, Co-Chair, Senate Finance Committee
The Honorable Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair, House Finance Committee
The Honorable Johnny Ellis, Senate Minority Leader
The Honorable Ethan Berkowitz, House Minority Leader

.02
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D elta Chamber ofCommerce

P.O. Box 987
Delta Junction. Alaska 99737
(907) 895-5068
Fax (907) 895-5141

February 11,2000

Senator Sean Parnell
Senator John Torgerson
Senate Finance Co-Chairs
State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Parnell and Senator Torgerson,

We are writing to you in regards to closure of the two Richardson Highway maintenance
stations at Trims Camp (milepost 218) and Birch Lake (milepost 307). The highway
between Delta Junction and Paxson has heen closed for at least five days this winter thus far.
Snow conditions along with drifting have contributed to these closures as the remaining
maintenance stations are overburdened with the territory they are expected to cover.

People have gotten stuck on the road in the snow. Five people in one vehicle were involved
in a collision because of the road conditions. (Note the accompanying article). And many
people are kept from moving around the state when the Richardson Highway is closed. This
road was not closed due to unusual conditions. These are “normal” situations on this
highway. Isabel Pass generally has large snowfall and winds that cause drifting on the
highway. This is why we contend that the maintenance service station needs to be reopened

immediately.

We understand that Senator Georgianna Lincoln is writing a supplemental appropriation that
will address the issue of reopening the maintenance stations. We wholeheartedly support the
appropriation. The lives of everyone that travels the Richardson Highway depends on your
actions. In April the annual Arctic Man Classic will be run near Summit Lake. Thousands
of snowmachiners attend this event and they will be traveling on this highway. Please make

it safe for ALL of us.

Sincerely,

<
President



Police report

Injury accident

Five people were injured in an
auto accident near Mile 228 Rich-
ardson Highway at about 8:31
a.m. \Wednesday. Accordln% to
Alaska State Troopers, a 1991
Chevrolet pickup driven by Piotr
Morozov, 49, of Delta Junction
rear-ended a tractor-trailer
driven by Donald L. Lucas, 42, of
Wasilla. The semi was stuck in a
snowdrift and was blocking the
road, troopers said, and high
winds and’ white-out conditions
contributed to the accident.
According to troopers, highway
closure signs had been posted due
to poor weather. Morozov and
four adult Passengers in the
truck were transported to the
Delta Medical Clinic for initial
treatment. He, along with one of
the female passengers, was then
transported to Fairbanks for fol-
low-up treatment. They are hoth
in fair condition at “Fairbanks
Memorial Hospital. No one in the
vehicle was wearing a seat belt,
troopers said. Damage to the
pickup Is estimated at $6,000
while the semi sustained about
$500 in damages.

Domestic violence

Misty Nickoli, 22, was arrested
Friday at about 5:40 a.m. on do-
mestic violence charges after
Fairbanks police were called to a

home on Baranof Avenue. Police
said Nickoli struck another
woman in the head with a pot.
She was taken to Fairbanks Cor-
rectional Center.

Burglary

4 A North Pole woman came
home Thursday around 11 am.
to find a strange man in her
house on Silverleaf Drive,
accordmg to a report by the
Alaska State Troopers. The in-
truder, who was wearing a black
jacket and jeans, along with a ski
mask, struck the woman in the
face, troopers said, and then fled.
The case remains under investi-
gation.

mA man in the Gold Rush Es-
tates area reported to troopers on
Friday morning that someone
had broken into his home and
stole about $5,000 in cash. The
burglary is under investigation.
Fugitive

Police arrested Teresa lladen,
45, Thursday evening on an out-
standing warrant. Haden was
contacted by police in a trailer
behind the Sunset Strip on the
Old Richardson Highway after a
report of a domestic disturbance
there. A check of the National
Crimes Information Computer
showed a Texas warrant for Ha-

B-3

den’s arrest on original charges
of check fraud.

DWI

-Troogers arrested Douglas
Tobuk, 43, of Fairhanks on
charges of driving while intoxi-
cated. Tobuk was stopped at
about 1:41 a.m. Friday for erratic
driving on South™ Cushman
Street.” He was taken to Fair-
banks Correctional Center.

m On Friday at about 2:30
am., Fairbanks police arrested
Timothy Estabrooks, 33, on
charges of driving while intoxi-
cate .Accor_dm? to police, Ester-
brook cut in front of another
vehicle at the intersection of
Cushman Street and Airport
Way. He was eventually stopped
at the intersection of Airport and
Gillam Ways, police said. Ester-
brook blewa .173 on the Intoxim-
eter, above the legal limit of .10,
according to police.

Theft

Troopers received a report
Thursday afternoon of a theft
from a home on the Old Nenana
Highway. According to troopers,
the resident said sometime be-
tween Jan. 23 and Thursday
someone took his snowplow from
the front of his veliicle, wliich
was parked in the driveway.
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DATE: March 17, 2000

T0: Senator Sean Parnell

FROM: Doug Ward _ _

Tel: (907)225-7199 Fax: (907) 247-7201 Email: dward@akship.com

RE: Funding for International Trade, Economic Development & Tourism
Dear Senator Pearce:

We have learned that the House Finance Committee has severely cut the budget for
Department of Community and Economic Development’s International Trade and Market
Development. The purpose of this letter is to support funding for International Trade

and Market Development.

We are supporting this agency's budget because of the important work that remains to
be done in diversifying and strengthening Alaska’s economy. Alaska’s ability to support
its vital marine transportation system will depend not only on competent ship building
and repair facilities but also on attracting new maritime support businesses that can
provide specialized goods and services. Market Development plays a valuable role in
bringing new businesses to Alaska and helping them set up shop through procurement
workshops and contractor conferences.

Educating fleet operators about the capabilities of Alaska shipyards is also an important
role of this department. Many Seattle based seafood harvesters and processors have
yet to learn the cost benefits of having their Alaska fleets maintained and repaired in
Alaska. Market Development can assist Alaska shipyards educate these businesses
and attract new customers. Much of our Alaskan seafood is shipped directly to Asia
aboard foreign owned freighters. International Trade can assist Alaska shipyards by
informing these foreign shipping companies of our state’s ability to provide routine
maintenance and emergency repairs for their vessels. We also understand that
Russian fishing vessels are beginning to use Seattle shipyards for maintenance. Here
again, International Trade can help inform these fleet operators of Alaska’s ship repair

capabilities.

Establishing primary manufacturing activities like shipbuilding and repair in Alaska is a
severe challenge. Commissioner Sedwick has done a good job in helping industry meet
this challenge. Please, help Commissioner Sedwick continue her work by supporting
the budget for International Trade and Market Development.

Respectfully,

Doug Ward
Director of Business Development

C:\WINOOWS\TEMP\Budool For Department ol Community S Economic Dovolopmonl doo
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Janell II. Privett

P.O. Box 775
Wrangell, Alaska 99929
907-874-2074

March 23, 2000
Testimony: Senate Finance: MB3I12

Senate Finance;

Thank you lor the opportunity to fax you testimony on HB312 funding for education in FYOI,1
was unable to attend the hearings on March 23"1

The Stale of Alaska is responsible under the State Constitution I'or the funding of public education
for all of Alaska's children. Alaskan’s have spoken out clearly in many surveys ami public
testimony in support of education as a priority for this state. Alaska’s children are in my opinion
our number one resource. This states investment into it’s children must be consistent and

dependable.

School Districts arc doing an excellentjob of doing more with less, my community is unprepared
for the reduction in budget that you are considering. Wrangell Public Schools have been well
cared for with more than 85% of our property tax going to pay for our schools, our community
has worked very hard to keep our education on solid ground with our community still facing a
uncertain economic future. Wrangell knows that our future depends on our children and the
education that they receive will bring forward our greatest chance to survive the uncertain

economic future we are lacing.

| encourage you to stand by Alaska’s Children by supporting SB 198 Senator Wilken’s bill, SB
244/ HB336 Quality Schools Giant program, SB 250/HB 301 FY 00 supplemental, SB 105
Foundation Change, pupil transportation can not be short funded, this will require districts to use
instructional dollars to meet bus contract obligations, in my community our budgets only area to
fund transportation will come out of direct instruction, this will then drop our instruction 70/30,
removing us from compliance with die Department o f Education and will jeopardize our
accreditation. Funds authorized for education should be spent on education rather than used to
offset state budget cuts, it is wrong and unethical to balance Alaska’s budget on the backs of our
children. | challenge you all to put your heads together and see what life you enn create for our

children, and Alaska’s future.

Governor Walter Hickcl. 1994: There Is mo vision, o hope, o future, not Afcni>Afor
Mask*, ifyour only ibcolosy. ifyour only philosophy, ifyour only cawsc is to cut tltc

but>s Ct

Thank you for the opportunity to fax my testimony to you,
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members

i
Date: March 23,2000

I
(In an effort to hear from as many as possible tonight we are encouraging'you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and we look forwjard
to hearing from you. _

i

|
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members

Date: March 23,2000

(In an effort to hear from as ninny as possible tonight wc are encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the LiO. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and we look forward

to hearing from you.

(ljz - <c(x.

c W ~ Jiece”™ ¢c-TS, ~ ~ 7

WxiCesicLj' £X<a)} c<snd A Ma'q'LidUzt" sck#*< &
. @Ut CiM [<*&<* Cict/L Mc-e&0z-iCt
'ScC-fibt pjlJiC AMxyy } 'Scfa&o-"
SIs'Ved  C&<JWLChlsd<£rlsal jE/i J P'blbcd'fa
S C A Ch cdA .op> &<f&>
a/>\d c'Ud ¢ t d ; Jddp- C*'xs—
GsltPo fykfcC' -Acula® lopXsy-» /'H O si'lcthed 4jQ"*yx&A-
t<xd colajl, *XLvrb>%*] ts AU tr COMAN
MyCA *iM* f)xuM -ecL P/tQpuidaXddy® dr fcepiXAPJL <L'Vyp'LO"€c(
tlp iil& isi'H P 'I'i ,Scha ~'0/t ted cCAON sudo’fe.
1 CAbXyt 58 C $>f0 cond. p"&IrtA&CcE
trifiy | tox- pjudujL d, £A.t, AuQ /W -X .
0JEE& et "tnS~&U” 1 5 cAlfrodj
wi~coJrOL p CilztzC c-CCtj-si*p -Jurt’AJLN . (JAyp- U<tr-
ZEAN IOpjAA &/ do}-pdy C f <di<zM-OMAs durxd DMU)d-CH1HA=>
5C*f/-""7e ddfpdp CrlVv A 4p- -tIASnfcyy-iti CLL@cEL=™ /fctx-
Cpicvr-- to bb d O pfr™ bosQjpt
N m m U:96mi&S-- * S*A*>O0f
Achli('ssh~1~A. [/tt/crT»r- 0 .7 0J-i"  Cesyy™  C{r>'~cuinjtc
p-.-J I Q I-j/n M'e’"] . VMA-
cityia.iro*x~r— Tip.3HIi2"> cp?'(0 jzM 1cZG**, ~ A
fll< (yJCi, n X -fc



MAR-23-00 THU 10:37 PM  FAIRBANKS LIO FAX NO. 907 456 3346

March 21,2000

To: All Alaska Stale State Senators and Representatives

State employees work hard and deserve a pay increase just like all hard working
Alaskans. They’'ve earned it, they deserve it, and it is good for the economy. Stale
employees do not earn their money in Alaska and leave the state to spend it, they
own homes (pay mortgages), pay rent, and spend their money right here in Alaska.
They arc our neighbors and they volunteer in our communities. Only 1/3 of the state
employees receive a merit increase. Statistics show that the private sector pay has
gone up 5.5% and during this same period federal pay has increased 16.3% while
the state employees have taken an 8.6% decrease. AH working people deserve
respect and sale working conditions. We should not jeopardize the quality of life for
working Alaskans who choose to earn a living or the incentive and motivation to
work would diminish and threaten economic stability. lama hard working state
employee and I've sacrificed time from my family to provide a decent life for my
family and myself. Please support the funding ofstale employee contracts. We will
lose if we continue to cut instead of looking lor a long-range plan to improve the
guality of life for all Alaskans. Let's work together!

Joanne Olsen
PO Box 72654
Fairbanks, Ak 99707

If there are any questions, you may contact me at 479-6785,

23
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03/10/2G00 16! 03 9076622222 NVFY

March 10,2000 i p”~. 456-3345
Dear House Financq Committee;

I would like to urge you to not make any cuts to alcohol and substance abuse programs
from currently being considered for the State's operation budget for FYOO. Alaska has
the highest rates of iflcohol-xelated accidents, deaths and fetal alcohol birth defects in the
nation. Budgetreductions will be devastating to ongoing work in substance abuse.
treatment and prevention.

Specifically, any cuts to the current budget would impact Tanana Chiefs Conference.
Inc's Hunik Zoo, the Old Minto Family Recovery Camp, and the Fairbanks and Tok
Subregional alcohol programs. These programs arc vital to the Interior and making great
progress in the field of alcohol and substance abuse treatment and prevention.

1

I lowevcr, it’s not enough. Currently, there 13a three to six month waiting list for
treatment programs. [More prevention education is needed to reach on constantly
changing population, Reductions would be a step backwar ds.

Thank you fox consideration.

Respectively,
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MAR-23-00 THJ 10:37 RV FAIRBANKS LIO FAX NO 907 456 3346 PAGE  01/02
03/10/2000 16:03 9076622222 NVFY
March 10,2000 ' Fax: 456-3346

Dear House Financg Committee:

I would like to urge)you to not make any cuts to alcohol and substance abuse programs
from currently being considered for the State’s operation budget for FYOO. Alaska has
the lughest rates ¢ fil.uhol-relatod accidents, deaths and fetal alcohol birth defects in the
nation. Budget reductions will be devastating to ongoing work in substance abuse
treatment and prevention.

Specifically, any cuts to the current budget would impact Tanana Chiefs Conference,
Inc’sHunik Zoo, the Old Minto Family Recovery Camp, and the Fairbanks and Tok
Subregional alcohol programs. These programs are vital to the Interior and making great
progress in the field ofalcohol and substance abuse treatment and prevention,

However, it’s not en i. Currently, there is a three to six month waiting list for
treatment programs. .'"More prevention education is needed to reach on constantly
changing population} Reductions would D a step backwards.

/

Thank you for consideration.

Fort Yukon
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.SiiWjcoi:
Date: Wed, 22 Mar 2000 10:16:55 -0900
From: Bill Emery <bftrl'wlc@ norlhstar.ki2.ak.u.s>
To: Faivbanks_LIO@le.8is.statc.ak.us

To: Senato Finance Hearing Members,

Plecise support fullfunding at thestate level for public education by
voting yes for House Dill 312.

VW should be addin?_ funds to education not taking funding away from
important sources like transportaion. Reductions in state spending like
this will only cause further cuts to schooJ related programs. Presently our
School Board is currently cutting vital programs in music, nursing, _
counseling and other areas becausemany of ourrepresentatives arenot in
touch will) tho needs of students in our schools nor do they fully
understand what long lasting effects the lack of funding will create.

Wo funds have boon added to the state budget for the Quality Schools
initiative. How do you expect us to test all these students without
counselor'e or other available staffing and implement remedial programs for
thcisc t:hal fu.il? The answer is it can't bo done by depleting our
resourens. What about inflation? Personnel, building maintenance,
construction costs and electric/heating bills keep climbing and have not
boon incorporated into the new budget. .So please support 8/HB33G and

HB2&1.

Please support these legislative bills so we can maintain quality schools
in Alaska.

Sincerely yours,

William L. Emory
3789 Hloasung Avo.
NorthPole. 9.9705
907-/188-2R25

3/23/00 7:57 Ah
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Fi Committee M . o
° enale Hinance ~ommitiee eTPelﬁ(trl— W&S |tt]0|nj fa -hyh'f'/\
Date: March 23,2000 + rvud h u.-PfrMf A

n Sell

, , tpe ?\[r* :
(In an effort ,go hear from as many as possible tonight we are cncoifrrrging you -pruc-hoc> 3
to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your / f

comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and we look forward
to hearing from you.
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W ritten Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 317
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
405-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members

Date: March 23,2000

(In an effort to hear from as many as possible tonight we me encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your

comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and we look forward

to hearing from you.

Atltlre>s\T ) /
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W ritten Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Pax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-659?. or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members

Date: March 23,2000

(In an effort to hoar from as many as possible tonight we are encouraging you
to submit written comments to bo faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your

comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and we look forward

to hearing from you.

city AM#///A X * 2.jp
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Written Public Testimony
Por HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members

Date: March 23,2000

(In an effort to hear from as many as possible tonight we are encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the 1,10. Please briefly stale your
comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and wc look forward
to hearing from you.
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Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at

465-6592 or 465-4779

FAX NO. 907 456 3346 P. 06

W ritten Public Testimony
For lIB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

To: Senate Finance Committee Members

Date: March 23,2000

(In an effort to hearfrom as many as possible tonight we are encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and we loolc forward

to hearing from you.
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W ritten Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax lo Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee MomL>crs
Date: March 23,2000

(In an effort to hear from as many as possible tonight we are encouraging you
lo submit written comments to be faxed by the 1,10. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and we look forward
to hearing from you.
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax lo Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members

Dale: March 23,2000

(In an effort to hear from as many as possible tonight we arc encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your

comments regarding the operating budget,) Thank you and we look forward
to hearing from you.
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Written Public Testimony
For 11B 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members

Date: March 23,2000

(In an effort to hear from as many as possible tonight we are encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the L10. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and we look forward

to hearing from you.

'J(PDu <1 §~0 dbA> ¢ M i'dAp& U stit)'A FIJ/IS'3qg "DI
|/ OAK W60 Ft
KStuKut. Csuxaw t, u/ol,
Kb B>Db tx A i Jv)<z
jlio C ok) IrnSLQp/W-& £ d-UOjMAOLO/TUII

y.zkM ) UHIMf
WAP k/fy/iM tA U f

v *odujM 7

v -hito tw-rK.

A) TkP{\'k {jv'(SvLA 160s SfLLsv'rtiv - \j y ¢ . -
M.U vokifi/.fyf MyiLsOA iJu

Name_j

Addrcss [f)u
lili D /) /O'A

City/ _Zip.



MAR-23-00 THU 10:33 PH  FAIRBANKS LiO FAX NO. 907 456 3346 P. 15

W ritten Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-65920r 465-4.779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members

Dato: March 23, 2000

(In an effort to hear from as many as possible tonight we arc encouraging you
lo submitwritten comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and we look forward

to hearing from you.
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W ritten Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Pax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members

Date: March 23,2000

(tn an effort to hear from as many as possible tonight we are encouraging you
lo submit written comments to bo faxed by the T.IO. Please briefly stale your

comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and we look forward
lo hearing from you.

Qodb [ piv rn te

Vw

ng'wv’ "Jititan SvJOfe-. T <s*vy 0- tW 'To/tfr uAF

3 k><kv\+, staf-f vnCmbev- tAS-tvT/etor <W \fonf preud
srcorv)-cwmwM oa (K\'mA<K of -the V'rtw rrsify 0*r

Jie?

w

i <m® testifyr V>A\*pr +o urge-vy>u
tvi-uj fw ik 4 U -<t budgrt nsguest*

our W ~rsil-kj. t+ te « *F W itness

shktewte. eornim fcWos fw w l*Hwe wwyztne. and

efiv-iVvMr om m ta wcoryiplishwmts or Our sm >ft)"Hwe.

tsfcAA- ch”mptovvshtp rvfte -team beating 0\l &Jckj other*

-te A ft\

t)Ar

>0 -tVlenrtH«\ (W ~-top honors, Vft? Oft) -theofttifey

Wufc-vpvtV ca -Hrne- O -fW +trnd- WO Are* -H it.

Comp”-hjUie- chota? -for o quality eduen.+f<M. Bu+- [nsurtra

(V -future- gEvv*wH(MS of A U s

on dfcisttm s. h> support- ys dhfe session.
NnmcrUIltaft S m w . NON dVifr -1t)
o ~ stop terrto.ro o*w support-v jsr
urwrrsi-K I. <?ur ¢cW r<n
ciiyj&tdflsntefe— zi|._333:(Cl., tV tweot -tvus S+Ate> - — <71

e p&st- ao less. ThAMbycui



MAR-23-00 THU 10:32 PM  FAIRBANKS LIO FAX NO. 907 456 3346 P. 14

Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members
Date: March 23,2000

(In an effort to hear from as many as possible tonight we are encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly stale your
comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and we look forward
lo hearing from you.
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March 23, 2000

Dear Senator Mackey,

| had the opportunity to listen to you speak on the $25,000.00 Mackey Plan. |
was very excited to hear the details and concerns expressed by Alaskans that
may arise for giving out a lump sum of money, | came back to my community to
convey your message only to be approached by a fellow employee who have
knowledge from the type of work he does that felt it would not be a good idea.
He had Just read some articles in the Fairbanks Daily Newsminer regarding the
influx of Russians living in Delta Junction (a small rural community that lacks
jobs). One family had 16 children plus mom & dad making 18. Not to mention
tho so called approximately 250 other Russians also living there all on welfare
programs. Now why on earth would anyone wanting to make a new life for their
family would want to move to an area where jobs are scarce and fall into the
welfare programs? From the way | understood your program, these people
would received $25,000.00 each and still be eligible for welfare. One family
would have almost half a million dollars and they would still collect welfare
benefits. How can a family who has almost a half million dollars in the bank still
collect welfare? Here | am a state employee and being told | earn too much so |
do not deserve a pay raise, | am ineligible for welfare assistance because | make
too much yet | don't make enough to get ahead and on the other hand, we will
continue to feed, clothe, and take care of people who are unwilling to help
themselves. | am confused. |cannot support a program of this nature and
neither can a lot of others who see the same flaw with this plan. Sorry to burst
your bubble, but | would have supported this plan had it not been for this gross

oversight.

Joanne Olsen rfjotuuvL Ol&e*i
PO Sox 72654

Fairbanks, Ak 99707

907-479-6785 hm 451-5186 wk

PS How does people on welfare get away with paying cash for salvaged
vehicles, fix them up, resells them for "cash only" making an enormous profit and
still receive welfare? The state needs to look at the fraud taking place to avoid
wasting money and prosecute to get the money back to pay for much needed

programs.



I’'m Joanne Olsen and | work for the Division of Motor Vehicles. Cutting the
budget does nothing for Alaskans but hurt c.iildren, programs that are dependent
upon state funding, working Alaskans, and families. | know you have all heard
this over and over again. What will it take to make our legislators who are our
voices responsible to these irresponsible actions. Continuing to cut the budget
does have a domino effect on everything. Cutting funding are causing
Irreparable damage to Alaskans. Buildings that need repairs are being
neglected and I'm afraid it will be to the point where it can’t be fixed but will need
to be replaced costing more money than it would have,had it been maintained
properly in the first place. Not fully funding education also hurts our community.
People who need the education to get a better job will have to go elsewhere to
get the training and education they need and deserve. Investing in our
education is investing in our future where people learn to become self-sufficient.
Here we are pushing for welfare to work programs, but we are not wanting to
educate and train our workforce. It takes money to run our schools and
universities and we all know that it is a wise investment. |don’t understand why
this legislator has not looked for possible revenue sources.

There has been no mention of funding public employee contracts. Public
employees deserve a pay raise, they work hard, and it Is very good for the
economy. Why would anyone want to penalize public employees when they are
working to earn a living and not taking handouts and paying their way. They
work hard to provide for their families. The”live~here and spend their money in
their communities. They volunteer and tU & '&ur neighbors ands friends. Why
take away the incentive to work and the chance to better our lives and our family
lives. Please support fully funding education, children programs, and public
employee contracts. It is the right thing to do. Thank you.

PO fto< lats.'M

flic.
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W ritten Public Testimony
For HD 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Tax lo Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members

Date: March 23,2000

(tn an effort to hear from as many as possible tonight we arc encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO, Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and we look forward
to hearing from you.

OVy > f£-'o&\a v>u?vasi A X C\ YYVX « £ m'» & \js
VOW'O v *V\\> ¢\ fe.A. (v o A
Cv,H'rp.r'X v % AKst UAV aW mv,
1 0-A vxonjJ, W ’'tNTifc A\ o\ -A\"_ AV tA;sXcS WK X-cSrhcaV
A w Y A-VirN  s<> 'X v"o K- Ac?.rc tbOrVv
gVvca':*. V-®y.9 On

cn S-\w.AA -\ WaAV 'X s~S  (ceSer&iA 0”oC -

-“wW.axA t'S "X VooWw ~(scA \rx an ovdS
cv\ CrvA'vn X ‘Qc.o\D(X\Sj/~r X\ UWaX moVY.C, CoV'Ccc.\v>roA Q A ¢
“S. 0O-VVo "\o;:»X C.OvjTSWS w X CW > "\ V-o.
eA(*AAJWLS V X <« -No 0,("0, -\O 5rAANYV cSte.dfC/-

w/AV - "ANowX-S) ccml "V-0 CXi-— coc”cn?;YYnO-O
ar& oS t*\a>" AvJW"*"O X X\ e~*c«Vvar>

>rov-A"N W-&  SYOXW. -\o '0<l dgA 6dos X -iv, O x- A U "pbs' X
Sd-V'M'A-N CA (@ Vw\\ yOHT-Cx cSk?o\**ey £>'X*n %lI>r>s<>Y\ SOi'*vC

c\\e A ‘5 "A-.n \GXY "X rutvaw” A c\r-A clefut?8 -S-*c X>fc?owrX-xr

. no P-"\(pv> 9-"'SVnX vaO Xos’ o “X AM-X N a r.\Vj?, —¥s-xio

A X'& A X X nvA> ca

cs'-& C| ' v.v-V -0-0 N*AksVNPn -WVA A,0\lyY~ < O Vi~
r ' A d 'o V *r& 4 N 4 AV<, H\0O *
AblarncV,-s* "M X ...V ANV A Nv~rW ors )

AddressON-i OVxVrC Q>C

Cilysfexiwvy  Zzip ty-v4 R\



MAR-23-00 THU 10:30 PM  FAIRBANKS LIO FAX NO, 907 456 3346

X OXO IS %o faod (fat Oft
GMuoivoc”™  nVv.QJo"S o%j1 Ugjcioc, Nsdcote
Sioopfa-fewwuitcot, ctorV.W*irr\or&&A X

Q—JI)J—le61 iNGI—U— _
* TeOfafa

M as a %\mf

2\]o|Ciﬂ | CWO@:]uriafaFanA AfatxvT

R

W ta*.Gr&s. fa to asssdoed s if R \o~ta
torcdpsw gm-1t ShSUM/.I/.» XSG) fa vnv&?4-
.VKQj a\O f\9.xn ~ \OOJUO \<\o\OCgS..JJOGA faiU

(cW d tsur osno 'S\xs\&. "TWu o f\
‘too.95\EUclo .VivruL” -'dmOo fafao

Aafa”“nS oo ujSUT \OVefamcyd Or\s, Od GiXo ~ -.-fa-
injosfaA. Xo- VojjX OWx . cmXX'ma.

nn I* . vl a f»Cn/o M\(rv o » nin N/-v ,, (

X‘ETX)-P(O $O§J;"§1 % iEE E! I! [i |

OOM Tsccc" I|v 05| . )()AW|fa
(K I]‘ﬂH IH-II

cee Rl anfe)aor o Aok

fafaio "Qcoom»c”h

OO (O

Myiorfa”dN @&fa o0."5uX 't\oa\A % .,



MAR-23-00 THU 10:28 PM  FAIRBANKS LIO FAX NO. 907 456 3346

W ritten Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax lo Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members

Date: March 23,2000

(In an effort lo hear from as many as possible tonight wc are encouraging you
to submit written comments lo be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and we look forward

lo hearing from you.
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at

465-6592 or 465-4779
To:
Dale: March 23, 2000

Senate Finance Committee Members

(In an effort to hear from as many as possible tonight we are encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget,) Thank you and wc look forward

to heaving from you.
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB313

Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chaivs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members

Date: March 23. 2000

(In an effort to hear from as many as possible tonight we are encouraging you
lo submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your

comments regarding the operating budget,) Thank you and we look forward
lo hearing from you.
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members

Date: March 23,2000

(In an effort to hear from asmany as possible toni (c);htwe are encouraging you
fo submit written comments to befaxedb the LI0. Please briefly state your
comments ¥e ardin uq the operating budget) Thank you and we Iook forward

to hearing from yo
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TO: Senate Finance Committee Members

FROM: Lynda Raymond
DATE: March 2d, 200C

As a long-time teacher in the Interior region, | believe that funding for
education should be increased. There are many factors in the remote
village schools which need to be addressed.

One of these is adequate teaching staff of high quality. At this time,
teachers are working hard to implement the State Standards in all
classrooms, and teachers are helping students prepare for Exit and
Benchmark tests. This requires much extra time for teachers, in
inservices and on a day-to-day basis for planning units and lessons. IF
education is a priority in our state~as it should be~then these teachers
need the support of adequate funding of education on a broad scale.
Every year that there are inadequate programs in place for the
education of our children, something is lost that can never be regained.
If years go by with inadequate programs becoming more prevalent, then
the demise of our school system and the future of our state becomes
more and more difficult to correct and improve.

Another is enough money to be able to deliver an adequate education to
students in very small high schools. Small schools do without music
teachers, art teachers, voc. ed teachers, etc.; and teachers, of necessity,
are required to teach classes outside their area of certification. As a
result, innovative ways to teach, additional materials, more expensive
media are needed to adequately cover the required coursework.

Another area of need is Special Education. In some areas there is a very
large proportion of students who have been medically diagnosed FAS,
FAE or Attention Deficit. Many schools have a high proportion of
learning disabled and speech/language disabled. Programs for all these
students are difficult to maintain because, unlike large schools in the
urban areas, special ed teachers are also required to teach regular
classes as part of their daily schedule.

Early Childhood education is also an area of concern. Research has
shown tha: these are the most important years and determine the course
of the education of a child for the rest of his school years. During these
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years, language is strengthened and the pre-reading skills need to be
taught. If this does not happen, there is a very very high (98% according
to the National Institute of Health) chance that the student will never
learn to read functionally. And research has shown thatif a student is
not & fluent reader by age 10, he will never be able to handle secondary-
level reading material. This, in effect, nearly always dooms a person to
failure. Either they become, part of the welfare system, or, worse, a very
high percentage of pe\ ole who are *n our penal system are non-readers.
(Is it not MORE expensive to give people welfare money or incarcerate a
person than to adequately educate them in the first place? And which is

the [morally right option here?)

Another very important area is that of counseling and building
administration to insure that our schools are safe. There are many social
problems and substance abuse problems which manifest themselves in
our schools. The role of a good administrator and counselor cannot be
overestimated as they become the crucial players in the course of a
school year, or, at the critical time of crisis.

The safety and on-going maintenance of buildings is also a concern. As
budgets get tighter, routine maintenance is not so thorough, and safely
concerns are less likely to be addressed in a timely manner.

So | ;am saying, STRENGTHEN education in our state. If this takes a
state income tax, a sal“s tax, or even part of the permanent fund, then
you must be strong enough and wise enough to make that decision.
Someone has to make a hard decision. And then tfal people of Alaska
need to accept the fact that something needs to be done about the
education of our cnildren soon, like NOW!

TOT11L P.03
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Written Public Testimony
ForHB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members 2 Q Q)

Date: March 23,2000

(In an effort to hear from as many as possible tonght We are encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the LI0. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget) Thank you and we Iook forward

to hearing from you,
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Legislative Testimony
3-23-00 . .
Parole Supervision Pilot Project

B
Brad AXgasan
VPSO Program Manager

INTRODUCTION

My name i1s Brad Angasan, 1| am the Village Public Safety
Officer Program Manager for the Bristol Bay Native
Association.

In addition to administrating the State VPSO grant, BBNA
operates the VPSO Parole Supervision Pilot Project (to which
will be referred to as Parole Project).

OBJECTIVE AND IMPLEMENTATION

The objective of the Parole Project is to provide on-site,
parole monitoring to felony probationers within the local
village, at low operating cost. This is done by empowering
the Village Public Safety Officer with the probation officer
authority to enforce conditions of release. This authority
iIs often at the direction of the district probation officer,
who might be K tricted from traveling to the village due to
weather, lack ot transportation, or inconvenient time of
day. District probation officers are generally located
within hub communities such as Dillingham. This is fine for
general contact that does not require immediate response
from a corrections official. However, iIn the case that
immediate, emergency response IS required by a probation
officer, there iIs no more effective and efficient way to
provide this service. On top of the general monitoring of
the probationer, our officers are identified as resources
for probationers, advocacy agencies, and community alike.
Improved vendor accountability contributes to a reduction iIn
repeated criminal activity not only by the probationer, but
the community as a whole . Additionally VPSO-probation
officer"s now have the capability and training to provide UA
type drug testing for marijuana, narcotics, and other
illicit drugs, alcohol consumption, and probationer
detainment. Of which this type of detailed training would
not normally have been provided.
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CONCLUSION

The success of this program should not be measured by the
amount of probationers that are re-incarcerated or by the
amount of individual contacts that :_esult in violations of
conditions of release. But by the amount of felony
probationers that we are able to assimilate back to their
respected communities from which they come. The Parole
Project is demonstrating its success by the continuous
development of community well being, community assimilation,
officers®™ presence, and probationer accountability.

Thank you for allowing me to speak on behalf of the VPSO
Parole Supervision Pilot Project.

Brad T Angasan

BBNA
VPSO Program Manager

TOTAL P.04



Testimonial for DOC Grant
Cpl. Jason Creasey

Aleknagik

Honorable Ladies and Gentlemen,

My name is Jason Creasey. l1lam a Village Public Safety Officer in
Aleknagik, a small rural community in Southwest Alaska.

| currently have 7 probationers living in my community and 14 from the
neighboring community of Dillingham that cn occasion come to my
village for recreation among other activities.

This grant has been very successful. And cutting it would only make
ourjobs harder because the funding to take care of probationers is a
time consuming job. VPSO’s are the lowest paid law enforcement entity
and we do a lot more than trooper’s or other agencies. We live in the
village and respond to all types of calls at all hours ofthe night and
early morning. We are on call 24 hours a day 7 days a week all year

round.

The tasks | perform are contacting probationers in the village, perform
Portable Breath Tests, UA’s, welfare checks, have regular meetings with
probationers, transport probationers if in violation, helping other
agencies find the probationer and notto mention all the reports and
paperwork needed to keep track ofwho is where and also regular
reports on individual probationers to the District Probation officer and

BBNA.

On several different occasions |’ve had to apprehend probationers in
early morning houis for violating their probation. This ffrant makes it
possible to do so and gives you the equipment that you need to make
your job that much more professional and manageable.

i've also assisted the District Probation Officer in apprehending
probationers that are in violation that do not comply with their

conditions.



I think this grant has been more than successful in ray village with a
40% decrease in crime since 1998.

| have thoughtlong and hard about this grant and without the support
from Department of Corrections and other agencies 1 for one can say
that not getting the funding is going to limit my time with probationers

and the crime will increase.

Please consider what this grant does for Rural Alaska communities. 1
for one would like to see it carry on.

Thank vou for vour time,

<
Aleknagik VPSO
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Written Public Testimony
ForHB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members

Date: March 23,2000

(In air effort to hear from as many as possible tonight wo ore encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Pleas* briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and we look forward
to hearing from you.
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465°™M779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members
Date: March 23,2000

(In an effort to hear from as many as possible tonight we are encouraging you
to submit written comments to be faxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget) Thank you and we look forward

to heaiing from you.

if I"mwriting in support of full funding for public broadcasting,
especially public radio. KDLG is not a luxury for the people of the
Bristol Bay regicn. This was brought hone to us recently, during

a horrendous windstorm in the Dillingham area — which is not so
"unusual for this time of year — but what was unusual was that KDLG
was kraii knocked off the air for several hours. People all over town
scrambled to figure out whether the kids should go to school, whether
or not they should go to work, and what: community events would or would

not take place.

It was an uncommonly rkkl isolating experience— and | think really

showed us what an essencdal service KDLG provides to the people of

our region. We"ve had fund raising dinners, fundraising drives—-we"ve
even gone door-to-door for donations for those of us who can"t seem

to live without NPR. So we do support our own— but we also need continued
state support for a service that provides us ccnmunication with each

other and a window on the world.

TOTAL P.01
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Written Public Testimony
For HB 312/HB 313
Operating Budget Testimony

Fax to Senate Pinance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 4654779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members
Date: March 23,2000
(In an effort to hear from *amany a? possible tonight wo ore encouraging you

to submit written comments lo be faxed by the LIO, Flease briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and we look forward

to hearing from you.
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W ritten Public Testimony
ForHB 312/HB 313
Operating BudgetTestimony

Fax to Senate Finance Co-Chairs at
465-6592 or 465-4779

To: Senate Finance Committee Members
Date: March 23,2000

(In an effort to hearfrom asmany aS possible tonight we are encouraging you
to subm it written comments to be foxed by the LIO. Please briefly state your
comments regarding the operating budget.) Thank you and we look forward
to hearing from yoa.
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