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Mouse Finance J
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Fairbanks, Alaska 9?709

*
Dear House Finance,'Committee:

1 would like (o urge you to not make any cuts to ulcohol and substance abuse programs 
from currently being considered for the State's operation budget for FYOO, Alaska has 
the highest rales of alcohol-related accidents, deaths, and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related 
birth defects in tbs ription. Budget reductions will be devastating to ongoing work in 
substance abuse treatment and prevention.

Specifically, any cut^ to the current budget would impact Tanana Chiefs Conference, 
Inc’s Hunilc Zoo, thp Old Minto Family Rocovery Camp, and the Fairbanks and Tok 
Subregional alcoljo) programs. These programs are vital to tlte Interior and making great 
progross in the field pf alcohol and substance abuse treatment and prevention.

However, it’s not J ; ,  currently, there is a three to six month waiting list for 
treatment programs,1 More prevention education is needed to reach an constantly 
changing populatloij. Reductions would be a step backwards.

Thank you for your,'coijsideration.
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March 3, 2000

Testimony via LiO
House Finance Committee via LIO Anchorage

Ladies/Gentlemen of the Finance Committee. My name is Cynthia Toohey. I would like 
to thank you for spending your Saturday taking testimony and hearing me squeak.

I Speak as a Board member, of the Alaska Women’s Resource Center, but more 
importantly I speak as a volunteer every Monday evening from 4:30 -9:00 down at the 
Domestic Violence section of the State court house. I am there to help victims fill out 
restraining orders. I see the physical as well as the mental scars from domestic abuse. 
And I ser the children in the familys as well.

I am requesting that you return the $335,000 dollars that the sub-committee cut from 
the Council on Domestic Violence .

A funding source could be from the dollars collected from new felons Perm. Fund 
Checks;. I understand there is approx. $ 1.8 million left.

I understand this money is looking for a new home so to speak. What better use. This 
request will hurt no one but will help many.

thank you
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I
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 

SOCIAL SERVICES
ADVISORY BOARD ON ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE

TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

P.O. BOX 110900 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 9661 1-0906 
PHONE: (907)466-6920
FAX: (607)466-4410
TOLL FREE; 1-800420^920

March 4, 2000

Co-Chair* Rap. Mulder and Therriault 
House Finance Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska

Chaire Mulder, Therriault, and Finance Committee Members:

On behalf of the Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse I strongly encourage you to 
restore full funding to the Division of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse. The vast majority of testimony 
you received this date from Alaskan residents statewide is consistent with the position of the 
Advisory Board. You have heard about the extent to which alcohol Is a major factor in the major 
areas of health and safety In this state. The personal accounts which residents feal compelled to 
relate to the Committee to stress the importance of full funding for alcohol drug programs are 
touching. The untold stories are heartbreaking.

It is our understanding that House Finance Is recommending a 51.5 million dollar cut to the 
Division budget This would be a 12% cut to the grant component of this budget and would have 
a devastating Impact on programs statewide. This cut to the General Fund would result in an 
additional lose of over 5700.0 In federal funding for FY 02 and $750 in FY 03. This loss of 
funding would necessarily result since our state would be unable to meet the federal matching 
fund requirement.

We have heard the Finance Committee refer to a plan to restore som e funding to the Division of 
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse by using 5500. from the new FAS/FAE federal grant. W» believe 
that these funds cannot be transferred to alcohol and drug abuse grants because of federal 
restrictions on the use of these designated funds.

References made in earlier Finance Committee meetings to possible funding support from the 
Alaska Mental Heslth Trust Authority to fill the budget gap may be a possibility, however the 
Advisory Board is concerned that toe backfilling of state General Fund shortages Is not toe 
statutory role of the Truet. Overall, the reductions in General Fund and federal monies could 
result in over $3 million lose of funding by FY 03 to the Division of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse. 
Such a cut would severely impair substance abuse treatment service delivery in Alaska.

Again, the Advisory Board encourages you to reconsider cute to toe Dlvleion of Alcoholism and 
Drug Abuse, consider alternative strategies including alcohol taxation legislation currently in 
committees, end support full-funding for toe Division.

Sincerely,

Pamela Watte 
Executive Director

^  rxmted on recycled paper b y C .0
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CHANGING TIDES 
COUNSELING SER VICES

201 North Nordic, Suites 204,205 
P.O, BOX1066, Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

Phone: (907) 772-3552, Fax: (907) 772-3580 
e-mail: changing@alaska.net 

home page: http://www.alaska.net/~changing/

March 4th, 2000

Dear Representative,

I am writing to you concerning the plannee1 cuts to the budget o f the Division o f Alcoholism and 
Drug Abuse. Cuts o f the magnitude would be detrimental to alcohol and other drug programs 
across the state. Those o f  us in small rural treatment programs would be some o f those who 
would be hit the hardest. It is essential that we continue with programs which have proven to 
reduce the negative effects o f alcohol and other drugs on our communities.

Our programs have had no increase in funding in several years. We have been able to make our 
programs more and more efficient, and our outcomes have improved. But we are at rock bottom 
now. Cuts o f this magnitude would cripple our efforts.

Some, point to the federal SIG or FAS grants to make up for the budget cuts. These monies are 
strictly earmarked for special programs, and cannot be used for programs in general. 
Furthermore, cuts to the base could result in loss o f  federal block grant dollars which require 
“maintenance o f effort”. My agency receives none of the SIG or FAS dollars, as do many other 
programs around our state. Cuts to the budget would be felt severely by those o f us in rural 
Alaska.

Please reconsider the effects o f the proposed cuts. I would be willing to speak with you at any 
time about our services, programs, or outcomes. I will be in Juneau March 6-10 and will contact 
you in person at that time.

Sincerely,

Larry King CAC H, NCAC I, CCS

Serving the community o f Petersburg since 1979 
Outpatient, Aftercare, Prevention, and Crisis Services for Individuals and Families

TOTAL P .01

mailto:changing@alaska.net
http://www.alaska.net/~changing/
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Representative Gene Therriav't 
Representative Eldon Mulder

PLEASE DO NOT CUT THE ALCOHOL AND DRUG FUNDS. Alcoholism and other

directly. To reduce access to treatment is to subvert public health This failure will 

cause increased state, municipal and personal expense across the board to say nothing o f 

increased human misery, child and adult alike.

I have 22 years experience in various aspects o f the substance abuse field and I know 

how vital and effective treatment can be . For most alcoholics, if the intake stops, a 

functioning individual emerges. How can we deny someone that opportunity!

Anne E. Kinter 
17345 Glacier Hwy. 
Juneau, AK 99801 
789-4807

Feb. 29, 2000

Drug abuse is recognized as Alaska’s Number one public health problem, directly or in­

sincerely,
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Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
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M arch 3,2000

To: Anchorage Legislators
House o f Representatives

Fr rleen Jackson 
eciUive Director 
tholic Social Services

' Sub: Child Care Budget Cuts
Testimony on HB 343

I am writing on behalf of the families, and especially the children, of Alaska to 
express the concerns that Catholic Social Services has about the recommended cuts for 
child care assistance for families coming off welfare and entering the workforce. For 
many families, subsidized childcare is single most important factor that enables parents to 
move from welfare to work.

It should be evident that the investment of subsidized child care will not only save 
millions of state dollars in future years, but also produces families who are able to 
contribute to their communities and neighborhoods in ways they could not if they 
remained on welfare.

Those currently receiving childcare assistance are often referred to as the 
‘"working poor”. Before subsidized child care, many families struggled to find a way to 
enter the w'ork force because they did not earn enough to pay for child care over and 
above basic living expenses. We have a responsibility to reduce rather than increase 
obstacles for those trying to productively contribute to our society.

Last year Catholic Social' nwices provided sendees to nearly 25,000 individuals, 
including low'-income families, families dealing with homelcssness and poverty, adoptive 
families and refugees. On behalf o f those we sen'e, I urge you to reconsider suggested 
cuts to subsidized child care and instead, invest in the future of Alaska by investing in 
Alaska’s children and families.

A d o p tio n  
B eyond  S h e lte r  
S p ec ia l N e e d j R e sp ite  
B ro th e r  F ra n c is  S h e lte r /K o d ia k  
I m m ig ra tio n  &  R e fu g ee  S e rv ices

A Umied Way Agency

C la re  H ouse  
M cA u ley  M a n o r  

S t. F ra n c is  H ouse  
B r o th e r  F r a n c is  S h e lte r /A n c h o ra g e  

P r e e n a n c v  S u n n o r t  S end ees
3 WdO t̂- 0002 ’II 'd 2S20'ON 33IAH3S IVI DOS DI10H1V3
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TESTIMONY ON MB 312

From Wanda D. Katinszky, RN
Community Volunteer and Legal Advocate for Alaska Women’s Resource Center 
2931 Legacy Drive
Anchorage Alaska 99516 «

My concern with this bill has to do with the cuts proposed to the Council on Domestic Violence and 

Sexual Assault. Thank you for this opportunity to speak with you about my experiences working with the 

Alaska W omen’s Resource Center here in Anchorage, and with victims o f domestic violence. As a 

trained legal advocate, I volunteer my time to assist women and men in preparing required forms to obtain 

emergency protective orders. I also assist clients o f the Alaska W omen’s Resource Center to prepare for 

their six-month protective order hearing, at which I accompany them. I observe first hand the needs of 

Alaskans in having strong prevention and assistance programs for domestic violence and sexual assault.

Victims are always relieved when I approach them and tell them I can help them with the paperwork, and 

answer their questions. At the time I see victims, they are often confused, at the height o f their fear, 

feeling helpless, and not able to think rationally. My job is to help them determine what their immediate 

needs are, help convey these needs to the judge or magistrate if the victim is unable to, and discuss an 

immediate safety plan to help protect them from the perpetrator. Most victims I encounter are surprised to 

know this program exists, and are so grateful for my assistance. I have had one victim tell me if  I hadn’t 

been able to accompany her for the six-month protective order hearing, she would not have shown at 

court, due to her fear o f the perpetrator.

In order to have an active and effective legal advocacy program, funding must continue. Legal advocates 

are volunteers, and many advocates must be trained to provide the numbers required to provide ongoing 

services. To prepare me for my role, the staff o f the Alaska W omen’s Resource Center spent numerous 

hours in preparation, and provided 36 hours o f didactics training. While the costs to provide this training 

are not known to me, they must be considered when decisions arc made to cut total funding.

Because I witness first hand the positive assistance provided to victims, and strongly believe in the 

mission o f these programs, I urge you to restore full funding to the Council on Domestic Violence and 

Sexual Assault, and help us to slop the cycle o f violence.
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Police Department 
10-25-99

Dear Siis:

Advocates for Victims o f  Violence have provided badly needed shelter 
space for homeless individuals in the Valdez area. With the loss o f  support 
from other agencies we have few resources to provide for those less 
fortunate. Women and children in need have found aid with A W  for 
temporary housing and food until a more permanent solution can be found.

The A W  staff provides professional assistance to all agencies in the Valdez 
area and is a valuable partner in our service provider network.

Sincerely,

Joseph K. Michaud 
Chief o f  Police 
Valdez Police Department 
P.O. Box 307 
Valdez, Alaska 99686 
(907)835-4560

P.O. BOX 307 • VALDEZ, ALASKA 99686 
TELEPHONE (907) 835-4313 • TELECOPIER (907) 835-2992
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Alaska State Legislature

P 'ease  errer nro t .q  'c c o ra r y  testim ony to the
committee name

com m ittee on c m s R  M y  i- _ . dated _ 3 “ 4 ~ C t n ______________
Oiii/suDiecr^

fldv̂otzojjir, |or- op V|q|«wx shdW ww [lw- {or mil
Itvoae, ooifk, " a  Kd'rm kp  r e tu rn s  k>. %s>y provyidjd (txxJ,
golfer counselSupport tonu^ wcoum^l nu {o soak W Service^ 

of o i W  ^  s t a t a  a g e n c O d .

S > in < * l« » 4 rm  4 U  4 u i f e f ,  1 U f » -  r e / u n u d  £ -  W >  3 ? " P  J  i n d m c M  
c c * j n « l « w ,  W <  « i v o a « u  ^ c v >  -  ^  A K  I W
U ^ t  w ,  e l . i t /  *» v W  K t U K *  C J , .! i r » » 6  A J v o K * .  «. fo
w. (aji-[K va.rioiA& vo(u nG&r a ffcA z.

CWV h* U nco  mcrd.LU support
llV ‘ ,  ew-.nuH io uo n  sx>0€> <ax-fr?.vrvUg c w flC O lt. LO'IK, P W r eSStwV?

%£|fJC? «*,|C-e*tewn « loorVVv Inas Vm proved araxjly* 'fo ^ vl
*  ^ nCc^ n^ y > A h i ^ V -  ^  r p t  fee. cun ^ c ^ w k o n . Oj ‘4  \ W 'r  o*s£ 'sW )« -

do obkxin le§ o J Q iS S i^ ta rps 0eV VKs» \<k\^ vo\\̂  wiû ( W a l t e r .
I To WfXV£ SHYSTER tf « |  « Soppot'V ext cx kmJL ukwn V Irvlvj
fsj E & o E d  i t .

\ c ^ n ^ b e c y n 4 °  « * (* « * , y a d i H K  « W  K v | W e d c n e
^  ^yrycpuroQfd  w\«, <k> kbr

Smcer'c ^ V>,rU&Mr\
I t jg J .a n tu  J ^ u r f iQ /y n ________________________________________

Testmer
ftdvocoksA > c \dchm s of Violent

Reoresertng (Ootionaj)

t o  5 5 4 -  VEntrlpk AK___________
A o a r c s a

‘ “  rQ* #’ ••

P ro r e  No
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
committee name

committee on HB 312 -  Operating B u d g et, , dated March 4. 2fl0fl  _______
bill/subject

My name i s  Janet Ahnasuk, Executive Director at Bering Sea Women's
Group in  None, a shelter for battered women and children. I  believe we
are doing a good job with decreasing funds and an increasing need for
victim s o f family and danestlc violence. We did not receive fu l l  funding
la s t  year and are having to cut ha lf a s ta f f  position, plus I don't know
where we w il l  get the needed funding after  a harsh long cold winter
for needed repairs for hazards c ited  by a recent v i s i t  from the State
Fire Marshall. We are at present the only place in  town that offers
shelters to victim s of violence and the homelessness that resu lts. I am
asking you to fu lly  fund the supplemental requests for Fire Prevention &
Inspections, and the Council on Domestic Violence-and Sexual Assault.

\ ‘

Signed: Janet Ahnasuk, Executive Director
Testifier

Bering Sea Wanen's G r o u p ________________________ -
Representing (Optional)

PO Box 1596, Ncme, AK 99762 email: bswg@nome.net
Address

(907) 443-5492________________________________ _______
Phone No.

S/8B UCUrtn »aorm»apr> Offe>

mailto:bswg@nome.net
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IVKiDRA WOMCNI'S COALITIOKI
WORKING TOGETHER TOWARD A BRIGHTER FUTURE

M arch 1,2000

Tundra W om en’s Coalition 
PO Box 1537 
Bethel, AK 99559

To W hom It M ay Concern:

Please review the attached letters in support o f  shelter funding. Wc plan to periodically 
send letters to help educate legislators on the services we provide and the important role 
shelters play in our communities. We are encouraging you to continue to provide 
necessary funding to domestic violence and sexual assault programs across the state. We 
also want to provide you with a glimpse o f  how  the currently allocated funding benefits 
our organization and, ultimately, the people our organization serves.

Tundra W om en’s Coalition is a domestic violence/sexual assault program in Bethel that 
provides residential and outreach services to victims. Our organization also offers 
com munity education, rural outreach, legal advocacy, children’s services, and teen 
advocacy services.

We would be happy to answer any questions you may have. Thank you for your time.

M ichelle DeW itt & M ary Jones 

TW C Legal Advocacy Dept.

P.O. Box 1537 • 250 6th Avenue • Bethel, Alaska 99559 
Business (907) 543-3444 ■ Crisis Line (800) 478-7799 • Fax (907) 543-3752
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T U N D R A  W O M E N 'S  C O A L IT IO N

February 22, 2000

To whom it may concern:

Hello! My name is Patrick Charlie, Administrator for the Tundra Women’s Coalition 
(TWC) located in Bethel, Alaska. Statistics show that the Yukon-Kuskokwim (Y-K) 
Delta has one of the highest rates of domestic violence in the nation. TWC has 
provided shelter and counseling for many victims of domestic violence and sexual 
assault. The continuing support and funding by the Legislature is vital to victims in the 
Y-K Delta. So PLEASE continue to fund our shelter.

P.O. Bex '1537: Bethel. AK 99559 

(907J 543-3455

Sincerely,

Patrick M. Charlie 
Administrative Assistant
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To: R ep. E ldon M ulder

Of: H ou se  F inance Com m ittee

907-465-3518

Pages: 1, includ ing this cover sheet.

Date: M arch 3 ,2 0 0 0

I w ould like to encourage yo u  not to reduce budget expenditures for the five socia l service  
categories under consideration, including alcohol and drug abuse grants, service to chronically 
m entally ill, d om estic  v io len ce , childcare assistance, and inm ate health care. T hese are all grant 
m onies that g iv e  u s a great return, in  tenns o f  com m unity stability and safety. I am a clinical 
social worker, and h ave spent m ost o f  m y adult working l ife  in A laska in professional service to 
the above identified  populations. 1 know  for a fact that social services p lay a very important part 
in com m unity safety , integral w ith our needs for such important institutions as po lice  and the 
criminal ju stice  system . I w ould  appreciate it i f  you w ould com m unicate this importance to your 
colleagues in the legislature. Thank you  very much.

From tha d#*k of.,.

Michael J. Codls* 
Community Support Proflram Coordinator 

Island* Coun*«»ng Sarvtoes 
9O7.74M094 

Fax: 907.747-M01
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M arch 2, 2000

To: Eldon M ulder F: 907-465-3518

From: Susanne Nelson F: 907-243-6988

Re: Cuts in Alcohol and Drug Treatm ent Funds

I am very concerned about plans to cut SI .5 million out o f the budget 
(resulting in loss o f corresponding Federal match).

I have several friends who hove received help in state funded programs and 
are now doing very well. W ithout treatment they would have cost Alaska a lot 
o f money. It is not a good idea to cut treatm ent funds.

The abuse o f  alcohol and drugs is one o f the biggest costs to Alaska the 
figures m ust be staggering when you figure the cost to the prison system* 
health and w elfare, police and public safety, etc. W ith alcohol abuse out of 
control in A laska, this is nut the !imc to cut down on the num ber o f people 
who can get help.

The human cost is even more painful: suicides, boat accidents, drownings,
child abuse, dom estic violence, car accidents, bit and runs the list goes on
and on,

I hope w e can count on you to use your wise judgm ent to restore funding.
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Founded In 1W5 
By William Boom

Paul A. Rader
General

T h e  S a l v a t i o n  A r m y
CLITHEROE CENTER

David Edwarde
Territorial Commander

1709 S. Bragaw, Suite B 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

Tarryarlflln OUTPATIENT 
Telephone: (907) 276-2898 • Fax: (907) 279-8526

RESIDENTIAL 
Telephone; (907) 243-1101* Fax: (907) 248-7483

M arch 2 ,2 0 0 0

Dear Representative Mulder:
t

W hy is there a  compelling need to reduce drug and alcohol treatment monies when oil 
revenue has risen steadily for over a  year?

I f  we fail to provide substance abuse treatment we will pay far more dealing with the 
problem s created by untreated substance abuse.

"Sheila M . Burke. 
A dm inistrator

SM/anc*Ct&M 3 W W - . W ™
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founded In 1W5 
By William Booth

Paul A. Rader
General

David Edwards 
Territorial Commander

. Terryormin 
Divisional Commander

T h e  S a l v a t i o n  A r m y
CLITHEROE CENTER

1709 $ . Bragaw, Suite B 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

OUTPATIENT 
Telephone: (907) 276-2898 • Fax: (907) 279-8526

RESIDENTIAL
Telephone: (907) 243-1181* Fax: (907) 248-7483

M arch 2 ,2 00 0

D ear Representative Mulder:

W hy is there a  compelling need to reduce drug and alcohol treatment monies w hen oil 
revenue has risen steadily for over a  year?

I f  we fail to provide substance abuse treatment we will pay fax more dealing with the 
problem s created by untreated substance abuse.

h
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D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

1 am a state w orker and as was recently delighted by the contract settlem ent betw een our 
em ployee association and the state. However, recent statements in the news m edia 
suggest that the legislature m ay not fund the new contract. I would like to take a  m om ent 
o f  your tim e to m ake a few  points about this year’s budget.

•  I am  a  Spill R esponder for the ADEC and I ensure you that m y incom e is 
significantly less than my counterparts in industry and the federal governm ent. I 
w ork for the D EC because I believe in the mission. However, I have a fam ily to 
support and there is a  lim it to tire cuts that I can bear.

•  The w age and benefit increases are not really a raise; they ju s t help us to hold the line. 
The lack o f  these increases will result in a loss o f  real income.

•  I f  the State o f  A laska is to m aintain a quality workforce it m ust provide fair 
com pensation.

• The state budget should not be balanced on the back o f the state workers.

Please support the new  state em ployee’s contracts.

Greg Light 
3600 M ink Lane 
Fairbanks, A laska 
490-2829



I fully support our recently approved contract for ASEA employees. This 
contract took a lot of hard work and dedication, we didn't ask for much, 
and we are happy with what we did get. Our own cost of living keeps 
going up, I just got my property tax assessments and know that, without 
any improvements to my home, because the assessments went up, so will 
the property taxes. We all know what fuel prices are doing at the pump, 
etc. etc. etc. with our costs of living. I really don't think we are 
asking too much to just get our contract funded and let us all settle 
downand get back to work, knowing that our employment is secure for at 
least a few more years. It has been quite a while since we received our 
small cost-of-living allowance. I've been in longevity for 5 years, so 
my wages have been frozen for white some time. So, in short, just fund 
the contract, quit playing political games, and let's get on with the 
business at hand.

3 /3 /0 0



Members of the Committee:

I urge you to fund the labor agreement as negotiated between the Administration and the Alaska State 
Employees Association, General Government Unit employees. This is a fair agreement and needs to be 
supported.

Those of us employees who are in the lower income levels find extremely difficult to manage as costs 
increase but wages do not.

Thank you for your consideration 

Veldta Haskell
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Dear Legislators;

I am a state worker and as was recently delighted by the contract settlement between our 
employee association and the state. However, recent statements in the news media 
suggest that the legislature may not fund the new contract. I would like to take a moment 
o f  your tim e to make a few points about this year’s budget.

• 1 am a Spill Responder for the ADEC and 1 ensure you that my income is 
significantly less than my counterparts in industry and the federal government. I 
w ork for the DEC because 1 believe in the mission. However, I have a family to 
support and there is a limit to tire cuts that I can bear,

•  The wage and benefit increases are not really a raise; they just help us to hold the line. 
The, lack o f these increases will result in a loss o f real income.

• If  the State o f  Alaska is to maintain a quality 'workforce it must provide fair 
compensation.

• The state budget should not be balanced on the back o f the state workers.

Please support the new state employee’s contracts,

Greg Light 
3600 M ink Lane 
Fairbajiks, Alaska 
490-2829

P . 1 4 /2 0
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I fully support our recently approved contract for ASEA employees. This 
contract look a lot of hard work and dedication, we didn't ask for much, 
and we aro happy with what we did get. Our own cost of living keeps 
qolng up, I just got my property tax assessments and know that, without 
any improvements to my home, because the assessments went up, so will 
the property taxes. We all know what fuel prices are doing at the pump, 
etc, etc. etc. with our costs of living. I really don't think we are 
asking too much to just get our contract funded and let us all settle 
clown and get back to work, knowing that our employment is secure for .at 
least a fow more years. It has been quite a while since we received our 
small cost-of-living allowance. I've been in longevity for 5 years, so 
my wages have been frozen for white some time. So, in short, just fund 
the contract, quit playing political games, and let’s get on with the 
business at hand.

3/3 /0 0
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Members of the Committee:
I  urge you to fund the labor agreement as negotiated between the Administration and the Alaska State 
Employees Association, General Government Unit employees. This is a fair agreement and needs to be 
supported.

Those of us employees who are in the lower Income levels find extremely difficult to manage as costs 
increase but wages do not.

Thank you for your consideration 

Vcjdfa Haskell

F E B  2 4  ’ 01 1 4 ! 2 ? PAGE.0 2
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TO: Rep, Eldon M ulder
Co-Chair
House Finance Committee
Fax (907) 465- 6813

From: Barbara Karl
2400 East 16th Ave.
Anchorage, AK  99508
(907) 279-5229

Date: March 6 ,2000  

Re: Operating Budget

I was unable to stay and w ait to testify on Saturday but I did want to pass on a  few  comments to 
you. I would appreciate it i f  you would make my comments available to the entire committee.

I am the Central A rea (Anchorage) representative o f  the Executive Board o f  ASEA/AFSCM E 
Local 52. As I am sure you are aware, Local 52 is the union that represents a  very large number o f  the 
state workers. Through collective bargaining and finally mediation, our negotiating team  worked long 
and hard to achieve a tentative agreement for a  contract that the team thought our m em bership would 
ratify. We are in the process o f  taking a ratification vote now.

I f  you will remember, last October, our took a very successful strike authorization where 
our membership voted overwhelmingly to authorize the Executive Board to call for a strike if  
negotiations reached impasse and did not produce a contract or if  the Legislature denied funding for a 
negotiated contract.

It is my sincere wish that the Legislature will provide funding for the tentative 
agreements/contracts that have been reached by all the unions representing state governm ent workers. 
Although I cannot speak for the other unions, I do believe that our membership will ratify our tentative 
agreement. I also believe that, i f  such a  contract is not funded, Local 52 will go on strike. I deeply 
hope we don’t have to.

I have worked for the state for nearly 10 years. I am dedicated to doing a  gcod jo b  and serving 
the public well as a state employee. But I have watched my income decline in buying power, as my 
wages have not kept up with the cost o f  living over the years. As do most o f  the state workers I know,
I work hard and w ant to stay in  public service. I believe we deserve decent wages for a job  well done.

I voted “no” in the October election, not because I am against tapping earnings o f  the 
Permanent Fund but because I disagreed with Ihe wording on the ballot and because I believe an 
income tax should be reinstated. I believe that through a variety o f methods to increase revenues the 
Legislature can provide a budget that not only funds these labor contracts but also provides the other 
services that the residents o f  this state justly deserve.

Please pass out a budget that funds the contracts and does not include the cuts to public 
broadcasting and the m any other agencies that have been targeted.
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Fax (9 0 7 )  8 9 9 - 4 8 2 6

March 2, 2000

To W hom  It M ay Concern:

O n behalf o f  the City o f  Kotlik we the governing body w ould like to  know  why the 
Effective S tate T roopers are a lw ays getting transferred o u t o f  the S t.M ary’s station? 
Right now  we have a new S tate T rooper that doesn’t know  anyone here in the village o r 
the sisituations that w e have here the people are going through. W e are having a tough 
tim e in trying to keep o u r village police officers in a  w orking status, because w e have alot 
o f  tu rnovers because m ost o f  the people here in the village are related in one-w ay or 
another.

W e the people in bush A laska would like fo r die legislator to econsider cutting the S tate 
T ro op er program . It is very hard in the villages to  get a  S tate  T rooper when w e have an 
em ergency. The only time when a  S tate T rooper com es to  a  village is when there is a  life- 
threatening situation, o r  when the w eather is good out here in the bush. W e the people in 
L ow er Y ukon area w ould like for a S tate T rooper S tationed at Em m onak o r Kotlik so 
they w ould serve in this area. We are always the last village to get service by the State, 
Federal and o ther organization that service our village.

Jack  O kitkun Jr. 
City M anager
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Fax (9 0 7 )  8 9 9 - 4 8 2 6

To Whom It May Concern,

We here at the city of Kotlik would like for you to reconsider the cutting o f the revenue 

sharing to the villages. As you know the rate of inflation is going up every year, and the cost of 

living in the villages is very high. I personally think the cuts you shoule make are your 

unnecessary travels to the lower forty-eight. You do not need to travel to the lower forty-eight to 

help the villages. We all know that there is the Internet service that you can use.

We the people of the State o f Alaska voted you into the position and you should be 

working for the villages and not for yourselves. I myself am very disappointed that you would 

consider cutting off (he life that we depend on and running the villages that we work in. Most of 

the people who work for the cities have families that we need to support, and have bills that we 

acquire while living here in the villages.

Most o f the people here in the villages are under the poverty level, i f  you think that the people are 

rich you are totally w rong!! The dividends that we get here in the villages are some help for all 

the bills that we acquire. Ifyou are thinking to stop that too it will not be a wise idea, most o f the 

people I get in contact with arc not in favor with the $2^000 one-time deal. We know that, i f  that 

happens the help we get from the State will stop.

Okitkun, 
City Manager
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M y  n a m e  is L a u r a  R i d e o u t  und I am the m a y o r  o f  (he rura l  c o m m u n i t y  o f  
Po r t  A l e x a n d e r .  I am  c o n c e r n e d  at  the th o ug h t  o f  a n y  f u r t h e r  c u t s  in 
R e v e n u e  S h a r i n g .  F u r t h e r  cu ts  w i l l  be d e v a s t a t i n g  to o u r  ru ra l  
c o m m u n i t y .  O u r  c i t y  b udg e t  is c o m p r i s e d  o f  o u r  lo ca l  s a le s  and  bed tax, 
sh a red  f i s h e r i e s  tux, s a f e  c o m m u n i t i e s  m o n e y  and S ta te  R e  v e n u e  "Shar ing.
O u r  C i t y  b u d g e t  m a i n t a i n s  and f u n d s  o u r  c i t y  w a t e r  s y s t e m  and c i t y  
b o a r d w a l k .  T h e  C i t y  e m p l o y s  2 c i t y  c l e r k s ,  2 c e r t i f i e d  w a t e r  ope ra to r s ,  
and  a j a n i t o r  and  m a in t e n a n c e  labo re r s .  T h e  C i t y  f und s  ou r  c o m m u n i t y  
ha l l ,  l i b r a r y ,  l o c a l  a r ‘ s c o u n c i l ,  a c o l l a g e  s c h o l a r s h i p  f und ,  e m e r g e n c y  
s e r v i c e s  and  a f i r e  and  H ea l t h  Dept .

W i t h o u t  th e  S t a t e ’ s R e v e n u e  S h a r i n g ,  i t  c o u l d  m ean  the lo s s  o f  e c o n o m i c  
s t a b i l i t y ,  v i a b i l i t y  and  s e r v i c e s  o f  ou r  m u n i c i p a l i t y .

V X. VUT- ^  —- .

V i l l a g e  S a f e  W a t e r  is r e c o m m e n d i n g  the L e g i s l a t u r e  to a p p r o v e  Po r t  
A l e x a n d e r ’s g r an t  fo r  o u r  W a te r  S y s t e m  U pg rudo  P ro j e c t .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  
w i l l  b r i n g  us in to  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  the  m a n d a t e d  S u r f a c e  W a t e r  T r e a tm e n t  
R u le  and  w i l l  g i v e  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  und  t r a n s i e n t s  in ou r  c o m m u n i t y  'Safe,  
po t a b l e  w a te r .  1 u rge  y o u  to p l e a s e  do  w ha t  y o u  can  to h a v e  t h i s  g ran t  
ap p r o v ed .
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M y  n a m e  is  L a u r a  R i d e o u t  and  I um  the  m a y o r  o f  the ruraJ c o m m u n i t y  ol ' 
P o r t  A l e x a n d e r .  1 ant c o n c e r n e d  at the th ough t  o f  a n y  f u r t h e r  c u t s  in 
R e v e n u e  Shu r in g .  F u r t h e r  c u t s  w i l l  be d e v a s t a t i n g  to o u r  ru ra l  
c o m m u n i t y .  O u r  c i t y  b u d g e t  is c o m p r i s e d  o f  o u r  l o c a l  s a le s  a n d  bed tax,  
s h a r e d  f i s h e r i e s  tax , s a f e  c o m m u n i t i e s  m o n e y  and  S ta te  R e v e n u c ' S h a r i n g .
O u r  C i t y  b u dg e t  m a i n t a i n s  and  f u n d s  ou r  c i t y  w a t e r  s y s t e m  and  c i t y  
b o a r d w a l k .  T h e  C i t } '  e m p l o y s  2 c i t y  c l e r k s ,  2 c e r t i f i e d  w a t e r  ope ra to r s ,  
and  a j a n i t o r  and  m a i n t e n a n c e  la bo re r s .  T h e  C i t y  f u n d s  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  
h a l l ,  l i b r a r y ,  l o c a l  a r t s  c o u n c i l ,  a c o l l a g e  s c h o l a r s h i p  f u n d ,  e m e r g e n c y  
s e r v i c e s  and  a f i r e  and  H e a l t h  Dep t .

si
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W i t h o u t  the  S t a t e ’ s R e v e n u e  S h u r in g ,  it c o u l d  m e a n  the lo s s  o f  e c o n o m i c  
s t a b i l i t y ,  v i a b i l i t y  and  s e r v i c e s  o l ’ o u r  m u n i c i p a l i t y .

V i l l a g e  S a f e  W a t e r  is r e c o m m e n d i n g  the  L e g i s l a t u r e  to a p p r o v e  Por t  
A l e x a n d e r ’ s g run t  fo r  ou r  W a te r  S y s t e m  U p g r a d e  P ro j e c t .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  
w i l l  b r i n g  us in to  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  the  m a n d a t e d  S u r f a c e  W a t e r  T r e a tm e n t  
R u l e  anci w i l l  g i v e  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  a nd  t r a n s i e n t s  in  ou r  c o m m u n i t y * s a f c ,  
p o t a b l e  wa te r .  I u rge  y o u  to  p l e a s e  do  w ha t  y o u  can  to h a v e  t h i s  g ran t  
a p p r o v e d .
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î te d  \f\ctitw s. uta*> ^  ^  G0(L

( ^ O l c X  V d  a M  Ol a  g x V < 2 a .  ( X - ^ > K v t A & > S ,

S ^ p p \ N e  S> V a s W  u i v t & A  W u y w  4 ^  W .  - f r t  

u o o o \ X  t o V  V *  » r *  a

PjV ^  f lis o  cv W v A ^ x p  4o  W o<.4t> W  ^

(> W v A  ■ v ^  S w ..A c J U 4
Dop. Vc>o(&sV se^SbA ®c- c w  i

O A ^  W V X m ^ O O  < X  W > (2 c A c M M A K 0 G -  ^

P i r J .  - ^ \ e w v s e W i >  ; ( b \ e . « = $ 4 ©  <3 ^ P >'f  ^  ^ u < a c .  

( X S S v s ^ - A c * . % v * r . S U  a s  B a r n e s  - V X o  o i n W ^

* *  Vo fc  c j V rf A  J L  o w . W *  > “
\ieJ2M S W V  o a A *  W o \o a  £>oe \ , & w  \ d  *1
A y* c ^ -d e A T Z  4^JKfi\v* ($bA^on.
W e P A  O<io^  0 ^  e s U X ^ a S  C £ A W  \©

< <  Vt^  4 ^ .  ^  ^ o /

c ^VjU ^ n ^ c t / v j ^

T O T A L  P . 0 2



0 3 / 0 3 / 2 0 0 0  2 2 :2 5  1 9 0 7 5 6 2 5 7 5 1 ______________________  K E N  S M I T H  P A G E  01

H o u s e  F i n a n c e - O p e r a t i n g  B u d g e t  3 / 0 4 / 0 0

My name is Kenneth D. Smith. I have lived in Alaska 60 years. During the summer I 
spend about 5 months in the Wrangell Mountains near McCarthy. The remainder o f  the 
year I live in Anchorage.

Two years ago, Senator Murkowski spoke to the Legislature. He suggested one o f  the top 
priorities o f  the Legislature should be to improve the McCarthy Road.

I am in complete agreement with the Senator on this recommendation.

Although I support increased exploitation o f Alaska’s natural resources, reality tells me 
almost total reliance on resources is not going to cut it. If w e are going to make ends meet 
and avoid living beyond our means we must aggressively look toward other forms o f  
economic diversification.

Like it or not, increased visitation to our state appears to be the most logical, immediate, 
and reachable method to achieve this.

In order to exploit the economies o f  industrial tourism w e must create a broader range o f  
visitor attractions. Yellowstone National Park presently receives more visitors than does 
the entire State o f  Alaska.

Access to our unique and scenic areas is paramount. W e need additional roads.

Unfortunately, establishing and constructing new roads compounds the fiscal problem by 
adding additional maintenance burdens for the Alaska Dept, o f  Transportation and Public 
Facilities.

BUT, the M cCarthy Road is an existing road and it can open qp one o f the moat 
magnificent and im pressive mountain wilderness areas in the world.

All w e have to do is fund a moderate amount o f  maintenance on it.

Industry w ill do the rest.

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to testify.

Kenneth D. Smith 1131 Westbury Dr. Anchorage, Alaska 99503 Phone 562-4924


