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March 3,2000

Dear Representative Mulder;

| am writing to urge you to maintain present funding levels for Public Radio in
Alaska. The radio stations in small, remote communities like mine are a lifeline to the
world. They provide not only national and international news but also keep us informed
of what is gomgLon across our sprawling state.

In rural Alaska, not everyone has access to cable television and some people cannot
afford it. Their sole source of news and weather forecasts is from their Public Radio
station. It provides a vital link between people living in isolated Alaskan communities.
Besides providing news people without access to phones are able to commun'cate over
the airwaves with messages that are aired at regular times. Public Radio provides weather
and safety advisories that are essential to the well being of our town.

Besides all the other services that our radio station provides it is also the center of our
community. How else would we find out about the activities in town or the time of public
m_eetln%s? Who else is %omg to let people know the roads are |c?/ and that the school bus
will be late picking up the kids “out the road”, or that the black lab with the purple collar
has been found? Where else can people as young as ten and as old as eighty-three
entertain the town with radio programming?

There has been talk that the money taken from Public « '3 will be ﬁive_n to the "frail
and elderly”. Well, who took money away from the frail an . ;lderly in the first place?
Tell them to give it back. Besides, the elderly in our town listen to KFSK all the time and
are some of our staunchest supporters. _ o _

Public radio has taken lots of cuts in previous years and at this point is operating on a
shoestring. If %/ou came to our station you would see the skeleton staff and the equipment
held together by duct taﬁe. Signs of scrimping and saving are evident everywhere except
on the airwaves where the quality of programming remains high. We are proud of our
station and our town works hard to support it during fundraisers but we cannot keep it
gomﬁ alone. Please save Public Radio by maintaining the Fresent level of funding. Do not

cut the fundin?. It is too important to our town and others like it.
Thank you for your time.
Sincerely.

Julie Hursey
Petershurg, Alaska

TOTAL P.02
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Export Council of Alaska

March 3, 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder and
The Honorable Gene Therriault
Co-Chairmen

House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representatives Mulder and Therriault;

The Export Council of Alaska is a statewide non-profit group of business leaders who m
and promote the value of international trade. In the 1960% Alaska showed its keen unxti
ofthe importance of international trade by being the first state to open a Tokyo office 11
Council feels it is essential to continue to demonstrate that understanding by providing m
support today for the State's Division of International Trade & Market Development %I >

programs.

Alaska businesses benefit from overseas rep-esentation and programs that DITMD prm1
Council is concerned about the effects on our key trading partners under the House Fin >
subcommittee's plan to close Alaska's DITMD overseas offices in Japan and Korea. Tin
business culture values government involvement, promotion and representation,

The Council urges that you not put Alaska at a disadvantage in global competition by d- -
overseas offices in Japan and Korea and by eliminating the state's trade and research siv
Alaska. \We ask that you provide funding at last year'3 level for these important interims

programs.

Chairman

550 West 7u Avf., Sic J770
) Anchor*!* AK 99501
Hione (907) 77J.MJ7 P (907) 271-62W
h((p:4iWn.»|ijk*.n««/-»»port - rbeekeitStmnll.dor-gov
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Friday, March 03, 2000

Rep. Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair House Finance
Rep. Gene Therriault, Co-Chair House Finance

Eldon and Gene:

I was in Juneau last Tuesday. If | had realized the impact of cutting the International
Trade Budget so drastically | would have tried to see you on Tuesday. | was there to
update Rarnona Bames/John Cowdery's Committee on World Trade on ASI’s

substantial growth.

Although A$I is concentrating on domestic US production this year, we are also working
with customers in the Pacific Rim. As the largest seafood facility in the US we are
ramping up to our full 125,000,000 pounds of value added seafood production. The
Pacific Rim represents markets for ASI products 34 times the total seafood consumption

of the US.

International Trade and Development has opened a number of doors for us. With their
help we have Just quoted on 60,000 to 100,000 dally seafood meals for Korean Airlines,
Asiana Airlines, Samsung and Hyundai. | cannot imagine more valuable help to Alaskan
companies doing business in the Japan, Korea, Taiwan areas. To cut off International
Trade's assistance will Kill the Goose That Laid the Golden Egg Il

As important as it is to curb wasteful expenditures and develop realistic budgets, It is
equally important is to grow tax revenues. The seafood industry Is the largest employer
of Alaska citizens. Alaska needs to expand our export bade and damaging International
Trade Division would be counter-pioductive to everyone’s best interest.

These proposed cuts also eliminate the MADE IN ALASKA program that builds on the
romance of seafood from the “Cold, clear unpolluted wate.s of Alaska'l ASI planned to
use this label extensively on Its products. Eliminating this program hurts both Tourism in
the service sector and Seafood in the manufacturing sector, both of which contribute

substantial revenue to the State,

| urge you to help the private sector to help the public sector's revenue giowth. By
supporting International Trade you support ASI’'s efforts to export Alaska products.

Sincerely,

Howard M. Benedict

Chairman
C. Finance Committee members j
C. Ramona Barnes, John Cowdery, World Trade

ALASKA SEAFOOD INTERNATIONAL. LLC 6689 Seafood Drive * Anchor*”, Alusic* 99518
Td (907) 770-82C0 « Fax (907) 770-8370 « wwwiilH.ikH-ieafuixl.cuiii



Dougias M, SUtrcknd

Executive Vice Pre*ident
Chief Corporate Officer

Northwest Airlines, Inc 612 727-6500
Department A1180 612 727-4639 Fax

5101 Northwest Drive
S1 Paul MN 55111-3034

March 2,2000

Rep. Gene Therriault _
Co-Chair, House Finance Committee
State Capitol Building, Room 511
Juneau, Alaska 991)&9

Fax; 907-465-3834

Rep. Eldon Mulder _
Co-Chair, House Finance Committee
State Capitol Builidng, Room 507
Juneau, Alaska %80%

Fax: 907-466-318

Dear Sirs:

We at Northwest Airlines wish to take this opportunity to urge a continuation of support for the
important work of the Department of Community and Economic Development’s Division of
International Trade and Economic Development.

Northwest Airlines has had a long and successful presence in Alaska dating back to 1947, when
Anchorage was on Northwest's original route to Asia. It was that year that Northwest became the
first airline to link North America o Asia via the “Great Circle Route.” That same route through
Anchorage continues to play a vitally strategic role in our company today, especially from a cargo

perspective.

A key anchor in our relationship is the Department of Communi%/ and Economic Development, and
specifically, the Division of International Trade and Market Development, Together we have
Eartnered over the years to identify and support new markets for Alaska products throughout Asia.
ast year, we hosted a state-sponsored seafood trade mission to Japan for smaller Alaskan firms with
limited or no contacts In Asia. Expanding markets in Asia for Alaska products means more business
for air cargo operators like Northwest and more local jobs to Support our Anchorage cargo
operations.



But effective marketing in Asia is a big job. There’s no substitute for consistency in keeping the
ressure on. We're hopeful of continuing to partner with the Division of International Trade and
arket Development to build on the momentum we’ve generated together these past several years.

The division is a valuable partner for companies like Northwest Airlines and we hope its mission will

not be jeopardized by severe budget cute.

We see a bright future in the Pacific air freight market. Last year, Northwest expanded cargo service
to Guam and Singapore as well as introduced new 747 all- %) frelghter service to Shanghai, China.
Earlier this week, Northwest filed direct exhibits with the U.S. Department of Transportation in
support of our application for five new frequencies between the U.S. and China. The new services
would enable Northwest to provide a total of four weekly all-cargo flights to China, currently
Alaska’s fifth largest trading partner. The service would operate on a Chicago-Anchorage-Narita-

Shanghai routing.

To meet the growth Bo_tential for air cargo operations in Asia, Northwest acquired two additional 747
freighters last year, bringing our total to 10air-cargo aircraft and we are continuing to actively seek
additional 747 freighters to add to our fleet. During our peak season, Northwest's 747 freighters
touch down at Anchorage International Airport an average of 36 times each week. Unlike seme
cargo earners, we don’t depend upon ALA asjust a fueling stop. Instead, we maximize the strategic
location of Anchorage to conduct our domestic cross-loading operation, which we plan to grow

significantly in the next few years.

On the passenger side, Northwest is working closely with the Division of International Trade and
Market Development to identify ways to enhance passenger growth between Asia and Alaska via our
Seattle %ateway and, hopefully, on a seasonal nonstop basis in the next two to three years. That
partnership is invaluable and we look forward to the State of Alaska's continued role with us.

We at Northwest certainly respect your efforts to carefully develop the state’s budget for the next
fiscal year. It is our hope that the Division of International Trade and Market Development will
remain intact and fully supportive Of the many ongoing efforts to expand the trade potential for

Alaska-hased companies throughout Asia.

If Northwest can provide additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to
contact Bob Benner at 612-726-2828,

Sincerely,

Douglas M. Stcenland
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James V. Drew Tel: 907-479-2212
4725 Villanov* Drive Fax: 907779-0847
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709-3220
Rep. Eldon Mulder March 2,2000

Aluska State legislature
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Mulder:

| urge you to provide an appropriation i'or the Department of Community and Economic
Development that will maintain the activities ofthe Division of International Trade and
Development.

Exports of Alaska seed potatoes and tahlestock potatoes to Taiwan by Alaska
Agricultural Development & Marketing, Inc., an Alaska nonprofit corporation, increased
from u few hundred pounds of seed potatoes in 1996 to 30 metric tons of seed potatoes,
40 metric tons of tablcstock potatoes, 15 metric tons of carrots, and 15 giant cabbages in
1999. The Division of Trade and Development effectively assisted in this export growth.

Specialists from the division showcased Alaska agricultural products at the 1999
American Food Festival held in three cities in Taiwan. Their work opened the door for a
representative from Alaska Agricultural Development & Marketing, Inc., to present
scientific data regarding the quality of Alaska food products to potential buyers attending
the Food Festival.

Alaska agricultural products arc of high quality, but the%/ must compete in international
markets with food products from states and countries that enjoy a fully developed
infrastructure for agricultural marketing. Thus, Alaska farmers go head to head with the
marketing exgertise of major suppliers of food products outside of Aluska. Moreover,
international buyers want suppliers that can meet their needs rather than a myriad of
individual producers, and they want personal contacts with suppliers.

Alaska Agricultural Development & Marketing, Inc., seeks orders and organizes logistics
to export agricultural products from individual Alaska farms. The Division of
International Trade and Development provides visibility for Alaska agricultural products
and personal contacts with customers in Taiwan and, potentially, in other countries. This
compensates, in part, for the lack of u fully developed marketing system for Alaska farm
products, and provides incentive l'or Alaska producers to increase production to expand
Alaska's agriculture. In turn, it creates jobs and opportunities for Alaskans.

Lurge you to provide an appropriation for the Department of Community and Economic
Development that will permit the Division of International Trade and Development to
continue to promote Alaska farm products overseas.

Sincerely,

I/

James V. Drew
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Anchorage Economic mevelopment Corporation
The Center of Opportunity

MEMORANDUM
Date;  March 8, 2000

To:  House Finance Committee, Alaska State Legislature
Rep. Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair
Rep. Gene Therrialut, Co-Chair
Rep. Con Bunde, Vice Chair
Rep. Alan Austerman
Rep. Gail Phillips
Rep. John Davies
Rep. Ben Grussendorf
Rep. Carl Moses
Rep. Richard Foster
Rep. Bill Williams
cc.  Rep, Brian Porter, Speaker ofthe House
Rep. Ramona Barnes

From: Larry D. Crawford, AEDC President & CEO

The Anchorage Economic Development Corporation’s Executive Committee has passed a resolution
requesting that the House Finance Committee reconsider the proposed severe reductions to State funding for
the Division of International Trade and Marker Development. The budget being proposed to the House
Finance Committee essentially eliminates the State's trade and research specialists.  1f passed, this will end 35
years of state trade representation in Japan and 15 years in Korea. These are Alaska's two largest export
markets. The state's ongl position responsible for rccruiring new business and investments swill be eliminated
should the proposed budget become reality.

Now is the rime for economic development to be one of the Srare o f Alaska's top priorities. Alaska needs to
diversify its economy and become less dependent on oil revenues,

Please reconsider making such severe cuts to the bu?\%et of the Department of Community and Economic
Development, Division of International Trade and Market Development, The State government has an
important role to plan in economic development.

Sincerely,

Ldrry D/Crawford
President fic CEO

Attached: AEDC Executive Committee Resolution

OVt AifhAGe Qi) m Mehosie Ase WL = (roed07ZB300 m fxA0-586%6 m endlQkoR&hiham
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Aada Herb Tea Compary Feax Message

6710 Welmer Drive
Anctiorage; Alaska 99502

Date: March 6,2000

To:  Representative Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee

TellFax 907*522*3499

From: Charles Walsh, Presicent, Alaska Herb Tea Company, Inc.

Re: Funding Alaskan International Trade

\We support your actions to control the State budget and make State
government as efficient as possible - and we appreciate the difficult decisions
you have to make.

We also believe that the DCED Division of Trade and Development is a net
gainer for the State of Alaska, that it generates more money than it costs.

Therefore it is counterproductive to cut funding to die Division of Trade and
Development - you will loose more than you will gain.

We have worked with die Division of Trade and Development for years and
are very satisfied that they are seriously business minded. \We also worked for
several years with the state trade representation offices in Japan when we
exhibited our product at FOODEX in Tokyo. They were extremely helpful.

Thank you for considering our request and our advice. Please fund the
Division of Trade and Development’s international trade program - it’s a
good investment.

.01
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Chesloknu Foods

Alaska Tribal Cache
Drawer L, Seldovia, AK 99663
907-234-7859, 800-270-7810

Fax: 907-234-7637, E-mail: rhilts@tribalnet.org

Date: March 6,2000
Re: .Support, Division of International Trade and Development.

To:-  Representative Mr. Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee
FAX: 907-465-3518 -

As the General Manager of Chesloknu Foods, Seldovia, | urge you to fund the Division
of International Trade and Development

Chesloknu Foods is owned/operated by Seldovia Village Tribe. We produce jams,
jellies and syrups using wild berries from native lands, using old tribal recipes.

For three years wc have participated in several Trade Shows in Japan and Korea through
the State’s products booths, esponsored by the International Trade Division. This
exposure for our products would be impossible for us from both the asBects of cost and
expertise in making contacts. . The costs of sponsoring our own booth would be

prohibitive.

'We have received several good contacts from this exposure most notably, the receipt of a
$24,000 order in March of 1999. From our viewpoint, the efforts of the Division of
International Trade and Development have been very successful and worthwhile.

Our contact with.all personnel from the International Trade Division have been
courteous, timely, and professional.

Please continue funding of this International Trade Division. Many small Alaskan

businesses benefit from the Division’s efforts, and would be unable to duplicate their .

participation in international trade without the very effective programs and expertise of
the Trade Division’s specialists. o’ "

vnn

Rodney Hilts, General Manager, Chesloknu Foods

121001
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VALDEZ CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

P.O. Box 1(H» * VaMez, Atuka 9988# * 907 835-3984 *  907-835-4845 « t-malli VaM«nhMukaJi«t

VALDEZ CONVENTION &VISITORS BUREAU
RESOLUTIONNO. 00-1

ARESOLUTION OF THE VALDEZ CONVENTION &VISITORS BUREAU, VALDEZ ALASKA
SUPPORTING THE MAINTENANCE OF ASTRONG DIMISION OF TOURISM

o 'WHEREAS, the House Finance Committee is considering the elimination of the Alaska
Division of Tourism by funding the department at the level of only $200,000; and

WHEREAS, the Division of Tourism is resi)onsible for overseeing the marketing contract
between the State of Alaska and the new Alaska Tourism Industry Association as outlined in the legislation
approving the New Millenium Plan; and

_ WHEREAS, the Division of Tourism provides necessary community, and business
assistance around th: entire state; and

WHEREAS,; the Division of Tourismiis responsible for tourism development for the entire
state of Alaska; and

- WHEREAS, the Division of Tourism maintains and operates the Tok Visitor Center, the
ambassador visitor center for all travelers entering the state via the Alaska Highway; and

~ WHEREAS  the Division of Tourism spi_ons.ors necessary proH_rams like the North fo
Alaska _lgmdsebook for hé%rgwy,a&qéerrytravelers, the TounsmNorth partnership with the Yukon, Travel
Agent Training, and Travel Fairand mich more; and

_ WHEREAS, no marketing and development plan has yet been established by the Alaska
Tourism Industry Association.

_ NOW, THEREFORE BE ITRESOLVED by the Board of Directors ofthe Valdez
Convention and Visitors Bureau, that

_ The Valdez Convention and Vsitors Bureau supports the maintenance of a strong Division
of Tourism.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE VALDEZ
CONVENTION &VISITORS BUREAU, this 1S day of March, 2000,

\/ALDEZ CONVENTION AND VISTTORS BUREAU

Laura Weaver, Secretary/Treasurer
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Duty Free Alaska P.O. Box 220687 « Anchorage, Alaska 99522-0687 « U.S.A.
¢ DAVID GREEN GROUP * Ph.: 907-248-8485 + Fax: 9Cr-245-0190

VIAFAX

3 March, 2000

Representative Eldon Muldur, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee
Juneau, Alaska

Re: Alaska Slate Division of International Trade & Market Development Funding

Dear Representative Muldur:

We understand that the House Finance Subcommittee has voted recently to drastically reduce
funding for the State’s Division of Trade & Development.

It's our understanding that the Subcommittee's plan eliminates the current trade program along
with the State's trade specialists and research arm. It also ends a long and established history of
Alaska trade representation in important Asian markets like Japan and Korea, the State’s two

largest export markets.

This will leave the State without any effective responsible representation for recruiting new
business development and investment.

It is our belief this will work to the longer term harm of the State's vital trade and business
interests.

We urge vou to oppose this budget plan and restore full funding for this Important State agency.

We thank you for your understanding and support.

Richard E. Benedetti
Partner

cc: Jerry & Perry Green
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Representative Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair
Representative Gene Therriault, co-Chair
March 3, 2000

Page 2

This “team®™ approach has provided a steady stream of business
contacts between Asian buyers and Alaskan businesses and has
resulted in substantial sales of Alaskan products. Without the
support of the Division of Trade and Development, that activity

would basically disappear.

The message would be ~“loud and clear®™ to Asian buyers. Alaska is
taking itself "out of play". Competition is intense. We MUST NOT
let this happen. We CANNOT Ilet this happen. Alaskan businesses
need this support to survive. We"re on a roll, PLEASE support
these efforts by restoring those funds to "make it happen-®.

I can*t fTully appreciate the difficulties you face in trying to
trim the budget without causing some grief. However, develrping
non oil related business is Alaska®"s future. We CAN®T sell our
future. There MUST be a better alternative.

President

cc: Rep. Con Bunde
Rep. Alan Auterman
Rep. Gail Phillips
Rep. John Davies
Rep. Ben Grussendorf
Rep. Carl Moses
Rep. Richard Foster
Rep. Bill williams
Rep. Gary Davis
Rep. Brian Porter
Rep. Ramona Barnes
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A Seafood Logstics Company, andnad

March 3/ 2000

Representative Eldon Mulder, Co-chai'r
Representative Gene Therriault, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee

Alaska State Legislature

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Gentlemen,

I have been made aware a proposal has been set forth to reduce the
budget for the Division of Trade and Development from 2.1 million
dollars to approximately $625,000 effectively wiping out the
efforts of the State of Alaska to advance business opportunities
and develop trade relationships with international companies.

This would be disastrous!

I respectfully ask the questions: Are you people aware of the work
currently being done by the staff of the Division of Trade and
Development? Do you have a feel for the benefits and opportunities
that have been created for Alaskan businesses as a result of this
work? It would appear the business community has been remiss in
NOT keeping you abreast of these developments. Let me say, the
opportunities have been many. Very tangible, very productive,
and very timely. I would think this would be of particular
interest to State Legislators. At a time when oil revenue is
expected to continue to fall, developing non oil related commerce
SHOULD be a priority. The sale of Alaskan seafood to Asian
countries is certainly one of the ways to achieve that aim.

I have personally been involved in the selection process to place
the best possible person in Tokyo to represent the interests of
Alaskan businesses in Japan. This was accomplished and
accomplished, I might add, at a substantially lower cost than was
previously paid. We are CERTAINLY getting our money"s worth.

Although we are greatly “outgunned® by Europe, South America, and
individual countries such as Canada and New Zealand, through close
coordination by the Division of Trade and Development with our
Japanese and Korean representatives, we are doing remarkably well.

P.0. Box 914 13 Anchorage, Alaska 99509-1413  Tel: [907)243-4305  Fax: (907)243-8934
Web Site: www.moversinc.com


http://www.moverslnc.com
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International Travel Consultants,
2000 E. Dowling Road #10»Anchorage, Alaska 99507-1956 A Professional Corporatlon

(907) 561-7722 * FAX: (907) 561-3600

March 03, 2000

To. House Finance Committee
Rep. Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair

907-465-3518

Dear Committee Member,

International trade is important to Alaska businesses and the Pacific Rim markets. Japan
is Alaska’s most important trading partner and yet the House Finance subcommittee is
voting to eliminate Alaska representation there. This will end three decades of official
state promotions and representation in Alaska’s largest export market,

By closing Alaska’s trade programs, Asian companies might see this as a slight in the
way business is done here. Instead of cutting finances, we should be finding ways to
support the overseas trade offices to continue growth in our state. Alaska faces
competition from other states and countries in the important Asian marketplace. Why do
you want to make it more difficult to compete.

Please restore funding to the Division of Trade & Development for the coming years so
Alaska businesses can continue to benefit from the Division’s work in the international

markets.
Thank you for the consideration of this important issue.



From : BROOKS ALASKAN SEAFOOD 9072355623

BROOKS ALASKAN SEAFOOD

38225 GREER ROAD
HOMER, ALASKA 99603
PHONE 907-235*5623 FAX 907-235-5623

CELLULAR 907-399-1156 E-MAIL brooks@ala8ka.net

House Finance Committee
ATTN: Rep Eldon Maulder, Co Chair
Date: 3/3/ 2000

Dear Representative Maulder:

On February 28th the House Finance Subcommittee voted to drastically cut funding for
the States International Trade Program. Over the last twelve years the Department of
Community and Economic Development has proven a useful resource in building my
business from a one desk office to a multi-state, multi-country enterprise. 1hope that,
you will reconsider this abrupt and ill conceived decision. A vote against trade wall
represent a vote against the future of Alaska, Thank you for your consideration.

Michael G. Brooks

cc State of Alaska Dept, of Community and Economic Development
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CAPITAL TAKW HOTH-

Fax: (907)465-353.8

March 2, 2000

the Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-chair, House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

U.S.A.

Dear Representative Mulder,

We get to know the Alaska Legislature is judging the budget of
the state"s international trade program, including its trade
representation in Japan.

Capitol Tokyu Hotel in Tokyo, a prestigious hotel where many
world-renowned guests have stayed, had a special Alaska Seafood Fair
at 5 restaurants in the hotel this January and February.

The Fair was successful in over $200,000 Alaska seafood sales

for two months.
We are now planning to have Alaska Seafood Fair in our hotel

in the coming Fall again.

This successful Alaska Seafood Fair in our hotel would not have existed
if the state representative in Japan could not suggest it to us.

Japan Office of the State of Alaska is very important in helping
our business and developing new ideas in many Ffields.

Sincerely,

Kinichi Fukuda
Executive Manager
Capitol

10-3. NAGATACHD 2-CHOVE CHYCDAKL TOKYO 100-0014 TEL: (03)3581-4511 FAX;(03)3581-5822

1/
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Fax:(907)465-3518
March 2, 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-chair, House Finance Coramittee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Mulder,

It has come to my attention that as the Alaska Legislature reviews the
State budget for i1t3 international trade program, the role of its
Tokyo Office will also come under consideration. As a beneficiary of
the services of the Japan Office of the State of Alaska, 1| would like
to submit a few words for your Kkind consideration.

Even though our company has been taking Japanese tourists to Alaska
for 30 years now, Office continues to be an invaluable source of
information and assistance to us. Their trade and tourism projects
assist our industry in marketing and promoting Alaska as a facinating
and beautiful part of the World to visit. In the course of doing
business, they were able to come up with just the contact or the facts
we needed so that we could move ahead and create business
opportunities tfcat are mutually beneficial.

To date our company has taken over 2,500 groups, totally 50,000
Japanese tourists to Alaska, and look forward to increasing this
figure by 80,000 because our company is a sister company of Westin
Alyeska Prince Hotel 1invested by our boss company, Kokudo Inc.
Research by consumer groups estimate that.the average Japanese tourist
spends $1,400 on accommodations and gifts on a 3 -5 day tour, a
significant amount in any family®s annual budget, t *©

Being able to obtain swift replies to our inquiries and to consult in
Japanese with your Japan Office has been invaluable 1in bringing
together the changing needs of our .customers and of the merchants in
Alaska. It is my hope that the State of Alaska will take this
oppotunity to recognize the firm foundation upon which Alaska®s
presence in Japan has been built and to develop it even further as a
stimulus for tourism and trade in Alaska.

Sincerely,

Seibu Travel, Inc.

KBTJ1l SAKAKIBARA
General Manager of Arrow Center
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March 3, 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-chair, House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Mulder,

As the Alaska Legislature proceeds with its deliberations on its budget for the
international trade program. I wish to offer a few ideas on the efficacy of maintaining

your State Office in Japan

Our company purchased and invested Alyeska Ski Resort in 1980, and built a new
deluxe hotel, Westin Alyeska Prince Hotel in 1994 for promoting Alaska tourism. The
State Office continues to be an invaluable source of information and assistance to
promote Japanese travel market and airline traffic.

Their trade and tourism projects in Japan assist our industry in marketing and

promoting
Alaska as a wonderful and beautiful part of the world to visit.

We are confident that by maintaining your current Office in Japan you will be able to
continue to expand your businesses and as yet unexplored areas of economic growth.

Sincerely,

Director of Overseas Department
Prince Hotels, Inc.
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Room 105 Pegam Bldg, 1303-34 Sochg-dong, Socho-gu, Seoul, Korea
Tel :822-556-2898 | Fax : 822-556-4456
E-Maii : injaekim@shindokorea.com

The Honorable Eldon Mulder March 3, 2000
Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee Via Fax
State Capitol, Room 507

Juneau, AK 998011182

Tel : 907-465-2647

Fax : 907-465-3518

Dear Mr. Mulder,

|

We would like to express our appreciation for the supports from Alaska State
Division of International Trade and Market .Development, and its Seoul Office
in Korea enabling Usibelli to export almost;10.0 million tons for last 15 years.
Everr year, whenever we negotiate with Korea for price and terms, State and
Seoul Office have helped us very much and coordinated with U.S. Embassy
and Korea Electrice Power Corporation.

Nl
Our next negotiation for year 2000/2001 with Hyundai Merchant Marine and
Korea Electric Power Corporation is being:scheduled in the coming August.
We are always happy to work with State and Seoul Office and apprciate very
much your continuous support for economic relationshipl between Alaska and

Korea.

Sincerely yours,

Injae Kim
Representative
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March 3, 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-Chaimian, House Finance Committee
«State Capitol, Room 507

Juneau, AK  99801-1182

Tel: 907-465-2647

Tel: 888-465-2647

lax: (907) 465-3518

Dear Honorable Eldon Mulder:

We sincerely appreciate the support from Alaska State Division of International Trade
and Market Development and its trade representative in Korea in promoting cargo
services between Seoul and Anchorage.

As part of promotional efforts to air cargo services to Alaska, your trade offices in
Anchorage and Seoul co-sponsored the Alaska Seafood Seminar together with us last
April. We also have had the opportunities to work with your trade offices and have
found them to be effective in promoting our air cargo services between Seoul and

Anchorage.

Wec would like to commend both the Division of International Trade and Market
Development and its Korea Office for their assistance in creating these opportunities.

Again, | thank the staff of the Division of International Trade and Market development
fora “job well done’ and look forward to working with all of them in the future.

Very Sincerely Yours

So0-Myung Choi
Managing Vice president
Cargo Sales & Marketing
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Asiana Airlines

The Ilonorable Eldon Mulder
Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee

State Capitol, Room 507
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Via fax: (907)465-3518

Dear M, Mulder,

We have had the good fortune of working with Alaska Stale Division of
International Trade and Market Development, and its overseas office in Korea. It was
really rewarding and enjoyable to meet with the people from these two offices and
discuss the pending aireargo issues in Alaska.

We hope the cooperation between your trade offices (in Anchorage and Seoul) and
Asiana Airlines will bring about the desired results. Taking this opportunity, wo
would like to thank the people from the above office what they have helped lor our
business interest in Alaska and hope that they will continue to favor us with their

generous support.

Veiy Sincerely Yours,

Jae Il Kim
Vice President
Asiana Cargo


http://www.a.siiuiu.co.kr

MAR 03 '00 12:58PM DAERIM . P.1

JHgrim CmrmwMm .
692-13 Nambumin-Dong, Seo-Ku,

Korea
%82—51—25(}2121 Fax ; 82-51-2420110

Mar 03, 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee
Legislative Session Contact,

State Capital, Room 507,

Juneau, Ak 99801-1182

Tel : (9071-465-2647 Fax : (907)-465-3518

Dear Mr. Mulder

We arefirst of all, greatly pleased to have on opportunity to contact with you. m
As you might know the captioned name of company, we are one of the leading company for

Seafood Processing and Trading business in Korea,
Our main supplying source for the Seafood Processing and Trading business arebeing come

from matnly Bering Sea &mAleutian Islands and Gulf of Alaska regions.

Wec used to get greatly valuable and vivid informations related the seafood business through
Alaska State Division of International Trade and Market Development and its branch Office

in Seoul, Korea.

These two organizations could help us a lot for predicting market trends and also to make a
decision to buy or not.

We, sometimes, ask them to get any informations which is related overall Seafoods Industry
in USA and they used co provide as many vaulable informations from time to time.

We always appreciate cooperations from these two organizations and sincerely hope they will
continue to support us in order for U9 to keep our good business.

Cordially,

Poseidon Cho
General Manager/Seafood Trading Dept.
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March 3,2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee
State Capitol, Room 507

Juneau. AK 99801-1182

Dear Sir:

| write this letter to commend the activities of the Alaska State Division of International Trade,
and the AJaska State Office in Seoul, Korea, | hold both of these organizations in very high
regard. We aie currently cooperating with these two offices on several seafood export promotion
activities, They are providing assistance we simply could not find elsewhere. | am confident
that these activities will increase export sales of Alaskan industries to Korea.

Agricultural Trade Office
Seoul, Korea



003 545 333 m m 00703703 10:43 P.001/00L

KYOKUYO CO., LTD.

RO O A

March 2, 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-chair, House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Mulder,

We get to know the Alaska Legislature is reviewing the slate’s international
trade budget program, including its trade representation in Japan.

Our company, Kyokuyo Co., Ltd., lias imported various Alaska seafoods over
40 million dollars annually as we have been doing business with Alaska nearly

40 years. it

It, is a pleasure for us as a major seafood company in Japan to say that the
state representative in Japan hns helped Japanese seafood industry in
connection with Alaska.

From what we know of a Japanese presence by the State of Alaska we have no

douht that, they will not only carry on their Alaska business promotion but
also promote the existing friendship between Japan and Alaska.

It will be most appreciated if you take consideration of the importance ofyour
trade representation in Japan when you review this matter.

Yours respect,hilly,

Yuzo Nimura
President
q
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March 2, 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee
State Capitol, Room 507

Juneau, AK  99801-1182

Tel: 907-465-2647

Tel: 888-465-2647

Fax: (907)465-3518

Dear Honorable Mulder:

This letter concerns the State of Alaska trade division and its trade
representative in Korea, who have helped us promoting Alaska seafood in
our hotel.

Thanks to the full support from Alaska State Division of International
Trade and Market Development(DITMD) and its trade representative in
Seoul, Korea, Alaska seafood promotions and seminar held here one month
last April ended in a big success. With this event as a momentum, we
have purchased Alaska seafood continuously because our customers prefer
(he top quality Alaska seafood. Thus, the purchase of Alaska seafood
reached U$66,000 in April through December of 1999 alone.

Followed by the successful Alaska seafood festival in the our hotel last
April, wc are planning to hold Alaska Festival focusing on seafood and
tourism this June on a larger scale by organizing the festival jointly with
our new restaurants located in the Convention & Exhibition Center in Seoul.

: . Nt%J'ed in Tracition, wiili Voof-m Gonitil _
MKCMOrvg, Crungrlut, Winl KO Korei i (872) 771 GAD Fix 'AHd3 01(.i/0 f

Reservations. ToH-iree 080 117-VIO|
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in preparation tor the June AlJasiraEstival, 1plan to visit Alaska along
with our chefs and food & beverage manager around the end of this month.
While we are in Alaska, we are going to select not only top quality Alaska
seafood but also other food items suitable to Alaska Festival.

Under these circumstances, the support from your State Division of
International Trade and Market Development (DITMD) and its trade office
in Korea is an absolute necessity for a success of the scheduled Alaska
Festival this June. | plan to discuss the details on the Festival with DITMD
people this month.

My very best wishes for your health, wealth and happiness.

Young Hee Lee, Director
Purchasing Department
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March 21,2000

The Honorable Eldou Mulder
Co-chair,House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau”Alaska 99801-1182

Dear, Representative Mulder,

| understand the Alaska Legislature is considering the budget of the state’s
international trade program, including its trade representation in Japan.

My company, Mitsubishi Corporation, has been doing business with Alaska companies
for Ayears.

Having the state representative in Japan has greatly helped my company to conduct
business with Alaska companies. We rely on Alaska’s state trade representative for
information about Alaska, assistance in contacting Alaska companios.

A Japanese presence by the State ofAlaska is very important in helping my company tp
do business with Alaska companies.

Sincerely,

T T &Sor ; oTnf.Ao* IN?2TTH*A
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March 2, 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-chair, House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Mulder,

| understand the Alaska Legislature is considering the budget of the state’s
international trade program, including its trade representation in Japan.

My company, Marubeni Corporation, has been involved, well in concert and
cooperation with Alaska companies, in the activities in pursuit of
commercializing North Slope natural gas for more than a decade, | believe
my company may also have a good business relation with Alaska companies

in the other fields, such as fishery.

Having the state representative in Japan has greatly helped my company to
conduct business with Alaska companies. Especially, itis ofvery help to us
that Alaska’s state trade representative provides us with the updated
information in connection with the business climate in Alaska in a timely

fashion.

A Japanese presence by the State of Alaska is very importantin helping my
company to do business with Alaska companies.

Sincerely,

[aeda
General Manager
LNG Project Department
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Central Council

CENTRAL COUNCIL

tLmgit an6 haiCu inOian tribgs of Alaska

ANDREW RHOPE BUILDING
320 West Willoughby Avenue ¢ Suite 300
Juneau, Alaska 99801-9983

*«tfan Tribes of Alaska

March 72000

The House Finance Committee
Representative Mulder, Co-Chair
Representative Theriault, Co-Chair
Representative Bunde, Vice-Chair
Members: ,
Representative Davis
Representatjve Austcrman
Representative Foster
Representative Grussendorf
Representative Phillips
Representative Williams
Representative Davies
Representative Moses:

The Central Council, Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (CCTHITA) Head Start Parent Policy
Council strongly urges your support of Governor Tony Knowles' ﬁropose budget increase of &2
million for the Head Start program. This increase would enable the Head Start program to serve an

additional 400 children in Alaska who are in urgent need of this service.

Right now, only 23% of eligible families are being served in Alaska. The additional money would
significantly increase our a |I|t}/ toserve the eligible children in need of this important program. It
would enrich their lives and help them to realizé their full potential in a regular classroom Setting

and in their learning abilities in'the future.

The Tlingit & Haida Head Start Parent Policy Council appreciates your support for the additional
money for the Head Start budget. Thank you for your time and attention to this crucial issue.

Donna Brockschmrat, Chair ,/
Parent Policy Counci
Tlingit & Haida Head Start Program

907/586-1432 FAX 907/586-89
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161 PaJaca Circle
Fairbanks, AK 99701
907-451-8342
March 4,2000

House Finance Committee
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: Eduwi.iion Funding
Dear Finance Committee Members:

It is dismaying that ina state as rich in oil wealth as Alaska is that I should have to write and
implore you to generously fund public education. 1 recognize that you are faced with fiscal
constraints, particular” given the feet that the electorate essentially vetoed the legislature’s use of
part of the permanent fund for general purposes. However, it is your responsibility to establish
priorities, oral clearly education and public safety must be the top priorities of state government.

Because of anticipated cuts in funding for ths Fairbanks North Star School District, the board and
administration are contemi)latlng cutting, among others, the instrumental music programs in
elementary schools, as well as raising the PTR. At atime when the state is requiring that students
take qualifying exams to receive high school di,olomas (which I heartily suEport), it is ironic that
school districts aro feeing funding cuts that will clearly compromise the school systems’ ability to
ensure the success of the maximum number of students.

While you do not dctenpine how the school districts allocate their funds, you present them with
unacceptable choices through the proposed cuts. As the mother ofthree sons who benefited
immeasurably fromthe Instrumental music programs in grade school, 1 strongly oppose cutting
these programs. My robs all excelled in music and inall academic arm (not coincidentally)
through high school and went on to excel in college. In addition to the inherent benefits of music
education, music played a significant role in building other academic skills, as well as instilling self
discipline and chmactw. L...d contributing to their sense of self esteem. Eliminating the instrumen-
tal music programs frorp elementary schools would deny this enriching experience to many
children, to the detriment of not only themselves, but the school community and society as a
whole, Fairbanks should not be forced into this choice, Nor should ws be faced with raising the
PTR, which would cleanly compromise children’s achievement.

I urg?_you to rethink priorities, place the education and future of Alaska’s children at the top of
your list.

Sincerely,

Mary F, Ehrlander
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My name is Kelly O’Connor Demko. I'm a teacher in the Petershurg School District and
I’m concerned about your proposed cut to public education of 19 million dollars. Our
school has experienced continual cuts to our budget for several years in a row. Long ago
our music program was cut as well as a counselor position. Last year we suffered a huge
loss of aid time in our classrooms and a reduction of special education services due to the
new funding formula. The needy students do not lessen each year to coincide with these
cuts, in fact it is just the opposite, Wc are experiencing an influx or increasingly needy
children due to several factors in our community as well as environmental factors that
influence children’s growth. Continually under threat are our vital swimming and library
programs. We’re doing our best to keep up with mandates from the legislature for testing
with no added income.

Every new year that goes by we can only cry for the continual loss of vital programs to
our system. We should be talking about a foreign language program through out the
school and an increase in technology training to help our children live and be successful
in an increasingly competitive international market. We are unable to even talk about
restoring the recent loss of programs because we arc so involved in figuring out how we
arc going to keep our existing programs, let alone being able to talk about creating
excellent educational programs for our children.

We all know that the price of oil is high right now and we are very aware of the money
sitting in the permanent fund and wc know that something creatively can be done with
those monies to fund education fairly and rationally besides cutting the budget every
year. This doesn’t seem too creative from our perspective.

| also would like to comment on this process of public input. I’ve been sitting here for
three hours waiting to speak to you. |know there are at least 200 people who feel the
same as myself, but it is physically impossible for that many people to fit in this room
and for a period of 4 hours! On the radio you said if you hear testimony against what you
have proposed you will know people arc unhappy with the budget proposal, now your
saying that you cannot accommodate the very small number of people who are able to
give input. This process is obviously inadequate!

ljust have one question in closing that | would like you to answer for the public as you
move forward in this process. What has happened between last year and this year to
justify the diminished funds to education and public radio as well?

Thank you,

Kelly O’Connor Decmko
P.0. Box 271
Petersburg, AK 99833
907-772-4389
31412000
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161 Palace Circle
Fairbanks, AK 99701
907-451-8342
March 4,2000

House Finance Committee
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: Education Funding
Dear Finance Committe)? Members:

It is dismaying that in a state as rich in oil wealth as Alaska is that I should have to write and
implore you to generously fund public education. | recognize that you are faced with fiscal
constraints, particularly given the feet that the electorate essentially vetoed the legislature’s use of
part ofthe permanent fond for general purposes. However, it is your responsibility to establish
priorities, and clearly education and public safety must be the top priorities of state government.

Because of anticipated cuts in funding for the Fairbanks North Star School District, the board and
administration are contemplating cutting, among others, the instrumental music programs in
elementary schools, as well as raising the PTR. At a time when the state is requiring that student
take qualifying exams to receive high school diplomas (which I heartily support), it is ironic that
school districts are feeing funding cuts that will clearly compromise the school systems’ ability to
ensure the success of the maximum number of students.

While you do not determine how the school districts allocate their funds, you present them with
unacceptable choices through the proposed cuts. As the mother ofthree sons who benefitted
immeasurably from the instrumental music programs in grade school, 1 strongly oppose cutting
these programs. My sons all excelled in music and in all academic areas (not coincidentally)
through high school and went on to excel in college. In addition to the inherent benefits o f music
education, music played a significant role in building other academic skills, as well as instilling self
discipline and charaUw,  contributing to their sense of selfesteem. Eliminating the instrumen-
tal anisic programs from elementary schools would deny this enriching experience to many
children, to the detriment of not only themselves, but the school community and society as a
whole. Fairbanks should not be forced into this choice. Nor should we be faced with raising the
PTR, which would clearly compromise children’s achievement.

|
| urge you to rethink priorities, place the education and future of Alaska’s children at the top of
your list,

|
Sincerely,

Mary F. Ehrlander



Re  HIR6- ToATadtheGorditutionfor EoLcaion

Dear Representative Therriauh,

| would like to request the House Finance Committee to hold hearings on HIR 6o amend the
constitution to make available avouchor systemfor education available to parents for the foIIovvlng

e o SRR ST dem“”d“t“%%?ﬁ&?%”%%’%%%@*d niE

st n'sn by unaddressed To
adtsable%chlld Into a classroomwithout the m;tears rk for rg%r'etdﬁu ment |6t3

the child —the idea is to bridge the educattonal gap thatexists so that the |mpa|red child can get
the currrculum oals other chrldren can ordrnarrlyget on their own, but the impaired child cannot
cannot - Specialized SUppOrts, technigLeSspecific to each disability, which there are

dtldrenvnthvandts dlsabrlltles @ery indvidial thing, some brain, some developental, etc.). [fthisis
not happen ng child's eclucational and ceve qoals fall grossly behind, as my son's
consistently cidl - Quality education is the issue here -1t hes become too broad a businesS, dhilorren's needs

not being met.
mg These children with the birth defect/brain injury syndromes arevolattle andpreventable
characteristics begin to occur if there children arenot aparg)nat ressed aooording the
needs of the disability —thls occurredformysrx—year odsninhist enyear in JJneau

When ItWaS occurnr;gt 4 ; year n, | had t%| remove him'from
en neijO e corres ndence S
se(YVh tl%tdsa%? #B(z)s onthetuatl tjgrrgr%w?domerersa
dranceofnot ng o participate in anyo correspondence prograns | applied to. Theseprograms
are not treate as the school drstrrctwhere |fa new student IS In need thefunding becomes available to

0 vvevvl ever get to Ir'I(rhere |snoroomrn charter schaggllsefitllrjrstdlfm’tvsgceerde S
recervethemont(e:an &tﬁ%ﬁgﬁaﬁe\/\md ve Iam r(])ev(\e/?nad\)/r(‘)r%(: srr thatl ol
face many difficult crossroegs such as, 3(’10I equcate my child or keen letting |srqgeds?obyunaddrcssed
because Ofthe demands ofAmencan Iife towhere he will not be able to have aquality i

and time amves? This pulls &t my heart and the hearts of many parents and | have had to make desperate
and difficult choices. |'need the resources to help me educate my inaired child in the homre.

. Peaseallowthishbill to be |vengeatnentandbescheduledforaheanngandmovedm _
seriously for consideration on the ficors, ™ Your understanding is appreciated in the lives of our impaired
children, sothat they can be worked with to see What thelr latent potentials might be capable of doing,
Insteed 0 dllgnorant, unpassronate understaffedwrth dtsabtlttyspemaltsts and untmpassroned |deas to
help these impaired chtldren |S|sverysenouspen for these chiloren.

there is the better thing to hel Bgarents ch|I recervesthe ingin i
e looked towards with onl forustotouch vvehan!\retoc?ealvntvt]edtestatewatn}g[t
to even get resources to get the ch||d toaspecral developmentally assistive clinic known to help these

children while they mrc still young, to change the course oftheir life. The waitlists in these ahemativefi
show there is very true needs occurring here. Your consideration is greatly appreciated b these serious

matters.
Thank you.-v Box 34711
D frvvlff Juneau, AK 99803-47U

Dangeli $-2/b
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Commiltcc Meeting Schedule

| of 10

Committee Meetings

(S)FINANCE _ STANDING_ COMMITTEE *
Mar 3 Frida 9:00 AV SENATE FINANCE 532
=SB 95 %HOOL GRADE LEVELS TELECONFERENCED
=+SB 105 PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING TELECONFERENCED
+3B 198 INCREASE BASE ALLOCATIONFOR  EDUCATION ~ TELECONFERENCED
+SB 244 UALITY_ SCHOOL GRANT FUNDINCREASE TELECONFERENCED
ills Previously Heard/Scheduled
(H)JUDICIARY STANDING COMMITTEE
Mar 3 Frida CAPITOL 120
+B 310 &_ASKA INSURANCE GUARANTY ASSOCIATION TELECONFERENCED
+HB 284 UNINSURED IVDTCR VEHICLE INSURANCE TELECONFERENCED
+HB 378 WORKERS COVP AND WORKER SAFETY TELECONFERENCED

Pending Referral}

gBlll Postponed to 3/6}
ills Previously "Heard/Scheduled

(HRESOURCES _ | STANDING COMMITTEE
Mar 3 Friday 1:00 PV CAPITOL 124
-- Meeting Canceled —
Bills Prevmusly Heard/ScheduIed
(S)COMMUNITY & REGIONAL AFFAIRS STANDING _COMMITTEE
r3 Frid aKI 1:30 PV FAHRENKAWVP 203
b Meeting Scheduled
(H)FINANCE STANDING COMMITTEE £
Mar 3 Frida 1:30 PM HOUSE FINANCE 519
+SB 7 INCREASE LAND GRANT TO UNIV. OF ALASKA TELECONFERENCED

= HB 218 MUSEUM ACQUISITION OF UNCLAIMED PROPERTY
Bill Held Over From 2/28}
ills Previously Heard/Scheduled

(S)JUDICIARY STANDING COMMITTEE
Mar 3 Frlda)é BELTZ 211

(S)RESOURCES STANDING COMMITTEE

Mar 3 Frida)é 3:00 PM BUTROVICH 205
= SB 273 IL SPILL RESPONSE: NONTANK VESSELS & RR

Bills Previously Heard/Scheduled

(H)ILABOR & COMVERCE STANCDING 8OMI\§II'ITEE

Mar 3 Frida 15 PM
*+HB 398 {IFE AND HEALTH INSURANCE GUARANTYASSN  TELECONFERENCED
+HB 224 PERA: NOTICE BEFORE STRIKE TELECONFERENCED

Bills Previously Heard/Scheduled

H)FINANCE STANDING COMMITTEE
Mar 4 Saturday 9:00 AM HOUSE FINANCE 519

PM
ils Prevmusly Heard/Scheduled TELECONFER.

Imp:/AMmAv.Icgis.slatc...k.us/s/baspgOOO.dII?EdilRcquest

H

3/3/00 8:40 AM
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Legislative Teleconference Network System

bonference Annoynceme

TCN:
Date:

Room:
Sponsor:
Purpose:

Agenda:

Sponsor Remarks:

http:/Mmww.Icgis.slatc.nk.us/ltns/prinl.cfm

hy

10157
March 08, 2000 1:15 PM

EXEC: DEPARTMENT OF H&SS, DFYS

PUB

PROPOSED REGULATION CHANGES REGARDING
1 LICENSURE OF RESIDENTIAL PSYCIATRIC TREATMENT

CENTERS

FAIRBANKS Teleconference Announcement

TCN:
Date:
Sponsor:
Purpose:
Agenda:

Sponsor Remarks:

10514
March 08, 2000 1:30 PM
SCRA: COMMUNITY & REGIONAL AFFAIRS

PUB

1 HB 133 VOTER APPROVAL OF SERVICE AREA CHANGES
3: SB 284 FALSE CLAIMS AGAINST STATE OR MUNI.
2: HB 340 KETCHIKAN INDIAN CORPORATION AS A RHA

leconference Announcement

TCN:
Date:

10508
March 08, 2000 3:15 PM

AddressfflHmm~

Room:
Sponsor:

Purpose:
Agenda:

Sponsor Remarks:

r-jj-d

60f7

HL&C: LABOR & COMMERCE

PUB

2: HB 422 WORKERS' COMPENSATION:DRUGS & ALCOHOL

4: Bills previously heard/scheduled
1 HB 334 CHARGE FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT QUOTA

3. HB 419 WORKERS' COMPENSATION

3/3/00 8:35 AM
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Legislative Teleconference Network System

littp://mww.legis.statc.ak.us/Itns/prin(.elni

Teleconference Announcements

onie ice Announcement

TCN:
Date:

Room:
Sponsor:
Purpose:

Agenda:

Sponsor Remarks:

TCN:
Date:
Sponsor:
Purpose:
Agenda:

Sponsor Remarks:

10472
March 03, 2000 9:00 AM

SFIN: FINANCE

PUB

1: SB 95 SCHOOL GRADE LEVELS

2: SB 105 PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING

3: SB 198 INCREASE BASE ALLOCATION FOR EDUCATION
4: SB 244 QUALITY SCHOOL GRANT FUND INC REASE

10468
March 03,2000 1:00 PM
HJUD: JUDICIARY

PUB

2: HB 284 UNINSURED MOTOR VEHICLE INSURANCE
1: HB 310 ALASKA INSURANCE GUARANTY ASSOCIATION
3: HB 378 WORKERS COMP AND WORKER SAFETY

FAIRBANKS Teleconference Announcement

TCN: 10479
Date: March 03, 2000 1:30 PM

Sponsor: SJUD: JUDICIARY
Purpose: PUB
Agenda: 1 Bill Previously Heard or Scheduled

Sponsor Remarks:

I of 7 3/3/00 8:35 AM
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To: All members of the State House and Senate Finance and
Health, Education and SS Committees

From: Carter (Sall_¥ to some) Crawford, Member Chamber
University Committee 2/28 Page 1of2

YOU HAVE HEARD THE NEED

NOW FIND THE MONEY

UAEDUCATION IS AN INVESTMENT THAT PAYS
DIVIDENDS TO ALASKA PERMANENTLY!

Thank you any and all efforts to find this investment

Keaume is convinced Alaska
can’t establish a significant
high-tech industry without a
strong university system. He
noted national software and
pharmaceutical firms located in

Boston and Ann Arbor, Mich.,
home to major univeisities.

The University of Alaska
system could be the best bet for
the future, Reaume said, but
would need increased invest-
ment since “as an institution
its been crippled,” be said.

Other universities, like the
University of California Los
Angeles and the University of
Rochester in New York, have
liccfcd up their programs, he said.

In Alaska it would first
require building and student
housing repairs, followed by
pumping up two or three
departments with leading pro-
fessors, perhaps in mining sci-
ences, arctic engineering and
biotechnology, he said.

Payout from the change
could take several years but
could attract more students
and opportunities, he added.

“l think it5 worth investigat-
ing,” Goldsmith said. “If we
dont put money in the universi-
ty system we do a disservice to
the next generation."



Page 2: Crawford to Finance and Education

| am no student of the budget so It is difficult for me to know
where to find the $16.9 million. | know you can.

| certainly support the 60 day session idea, and | was one of the
few who Voted to cap the PFD. However in my neighborhood the

reason was simply greed. No one wanted to %l]ve up even alitfle to
get a long-term payout. | really do not think they understood it

| also support the new Higher Education Tax-Deferred Account,
but want more provisions n it to restrict its use outside Alaska.

If 1t 1s illegal to require the money be spent only in the state, can
\évge %J»t apenalty on its withdrawal for out of state use prior to age

For the record, the $25,000 payout is not the solution. | agree with
every objection. However |'have not seen anyone mention the
Impact this would have on local retailers. Without this infusion
every Oct., many businesses that rel?/ on the PFD tojump-start the
Important 4thquarter sales would suffer enormously.

Thank you for listening.”
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From

: DGNNA MATTHEWS PHONE No. : 907 243 4714 Mar.04 2000 6:08PM

To the House Finance Committee

| am also faxing this testimony because Jabbreviated it in order to present within the
one-minute limit imposed on those of us who testified in Anchorage. | now see by
looking at Gavel to Gavel that you are not restricting others to one minute, so |
respectfully submit these comments.

Jam Donna Matthews, Executive Director of Museums Alaska, a member organization of
museums, museum professionals, and museum supporters.

We are relieved that you are no longer considering eliminating the budget for the

Sheldon Jackson Museum. Nor are you considering moving the collection to another
location. But we are still concerned that you are considering a budget cut of 20%—
$56,000—that means that the Sheldon Jackson Museum will be closed for 2 months.

Do you know what a 2-month closure means In this Museum?

The collection—Alaska’s premier ethnographic collection valued at more than $13.5
million dollars—will be at risk from all the lurking pests, systems failures, human
errors and evils that can threaten valuable objects. Even the best intentions of a
skeleton staff will not be comparable to the diligence of the FOUR staff (2 =
professionally-trained museum staff; 2 = security/visitor services) who now care for
this incomparable treasure.

There will be no revenue from program or admissions during that 2 months, n "> will
there be opportunities to plan and develop programs to generate revenue during that
time. But you stated in intent language last year, that this Museum should increase its
program receipts, and you propose this year that the Museum earn an additional
$30,000 in program receipts. How can a facility increase program receipts when it is
closed for 1/6th of the year?

Do you know what the Sheldon Jackson Museum means to all of us?
This Museum is as comprehensive a representation of Alaska’s cultural heritage as you
will find.

Continued, next page

Testimony of Donna Matthews, 907-243-4714,  March 4,2000, House Finance Committee
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Continued from preceding page

« At J11 years, The Sheldon Jackson is the oldest museum in the State. It is a statewide
facility that provides educaliona? and curatorial services all around the State..

« This Museum provides hands-on objects to schools and libraries and tourism groups
all over the State. Last year, 10,590 people handled these objects—and even more
visited the Museum in person.

« The collection is the most historically significant in the State. Its Alaska Native
artifacts arc among the oldest and highest r* ality.

« Even the building is historically significant. It is the first concrete structure erected in
Alaska and is on the National Register of Historic Places.

Do you know why this cut is before you?
Last year, you proposed in intent language that the Museum hecome self-supporting.
This language was vetoed by the Governor. We beiieve that you did not have all the
information you needed to make a sound recommendation about this Museum at that
time. AND we know that you do not have all the information now. This budget cut
came to you from the Governor’s office because Education Dept, staff wanted to avoid
your closing the Mur.eum. That is laudable, but no one who participated in this
recommendation is a trained museum professional who knows what the real impact of
this closure means to Alaska’s most valuable cultural heritage collection. That impact
is significant and may potentially damage the collection and will surely have a negative
effect on the quality of this greit Museum.

Museums Alaska urges you to remo\ t this cut from your budget consideration until you
have all the information you need to make a sound decision for the future of this
remarkable and valuable Alaska cultural heritage resource. Sheldon Jackson initiated his
collecting for this museum because he was appalled by the mass exodus of Alaska’s
objects to museums and collectors in the rest of the United Stales. He understood this
vision: that if the “stuff’isn’t here for us to see, to hold, to share, our children, our
visitors, our future generations will not know who wc are and what we did here.

Testimony of Donna Matthews, 907-243-4714,  March 4,2000, House Finance Committee
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Elizabeth Pontti Enfemio, MA, RPA
P.0. Box 907
Kodiak, AK 99615
(907) 486-7004, FAX (907) 486-7048
libby @ eagle.ptialaska.net

February 28,2000

Representative Eldon Mulder
FAX (907) 465-3518

Dear Representative Mulder,

| am writing you because | am concerned about the status of the
Sheldon Jackson Museum. | strongly urge you to support continued funding
of this wonderful and historic museum. You might not realize how great an
impact the Sheldon Jackson Museum has across the state of Alaska. On many
occasions | have used the museum's Hands-On Loan program, both for staff
training and for enrichment here at the Aiutiiq Museum in Kodiak. | have
found this service invaluable - nowhere else can museum professionals so
easily access materials such as these on a loan basis. Programs such as these
serve rural Alaska and should continue to be supported at their current level.
| hope you will reconsider your position and vote to preserve this state

treasure.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth P. Eufemio
Collections Manager
Alutiig Museum


mailto:libby@eagle.ptialaska.net

From :

DONNA MATTHEUS PHONE No. : 907 243 4714 Feb.28 2000 8:00AM

Representative Eldon Mulder, Alaska State Legislature

| am an Anchorage resident and an ardent supporter of Alaska's cultural heritage. | write
to urge you to reject any cuts to the tr rlget for the state’s museums and especially to
voice my concern over proposals that a*e being suggested to cut or eliminate funding for
the Sheldon Jackson Museum.

Unfortunately, most of the objects of our history (Native and non-native) have left Alaska.
Those of ue who are concerned about our great cultural heritage can still, however, point
with pride and enthusiasm to the Sheldon Jackson Museum in Sitka as one of the most
significant repositories of our history still remaining in the state.

These are some of the reasons why | urge you to continue responsible support for this
important cultural institution:

The Sheldon Jackson Museum is charged by statute with collecting and
preserving the evidence of Alaska’s past and providing programs to educate
the public and to assist small museums around the state.

The Alaska State Museums (Juneau and Sitka) are charged by statute (AS
14.57.010) with collecting and preserving the evidence of Alaska’s past and providing
programs to educate the public and to assist small museums around the state. TM
staff has experienced a 41% cut since FY 1986. With less money than was
appropriated in 1986, the Museum is required to care for and administer a collection
valued at millions of dollars.

The Sheldon Jackson Museum Is a statewide facility, providing educational
services to schools and libraries all around Alaska. Its collection formed the nucleus for
the highly regarded Yup’ik Masks exhibition that traveled throughout Alaska and
nationally to great acclaim. One of Its most far reaching programs is the Hands-on
Loan program. Over a one-year period 10,590 people (other than Museum visitors)
had the opportunity to interact with these materials in their schools, libraries, local
museums and through exhibits on board ships.

The Sheldon Jackson Museum is an Important visitor destination.

In 1999 the Museum served 18,872 people. There were 9579 general public visitors;
4034 were visitors coming through on bus tours. Forty-five researchers made use of
the Museum'’s collections.

The Sheldon Jackson Museum is important in the story of our state’s history. At
111 years, The Sheldon Jackson is the oldest museum In the state. The building that
houses the Museum's’ collection Is the first concrete structure ever built in Alaska, Its
significance is recognized by placement on the National Register of Historical Places.
The collection of objects at the Sheldon Jackson Museum is acknowledged ?sthe
most important ethnographic collection in the state.

Our museums and cultural centers care for our cultural objects so that we can share our
stories with our children and our visitors, and we can explain and describe ourselves to
future generations. We rely on objects to help us tell the story of what we have been and
what we might become. | hope you will reject any cuts to the budget for the state’s

MUSEUMS

Donna Matthews
B916 Gloralee St
Anchorage AK
907-243-4714
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9541 Victor Road
Anchorage, AK 99515
25 February 2000

VTAFAX

Rep. Eldon Mulder 465-3518
Rep. Lisa Murkowski 465-2293
Rep. Jolin Coghill 465-3258
Rep. Andrew Halcro 465-2418
Rep. Sharon Cissna 465-4588
Rep. Jeannette James 465-2381
Rep. Reggie Joule 465-4586

Ladies and Gentlemen:

| was distressed to hear ofthe proposed $56,000 reduction of the Sheldon Jackson Museum’s
funding. | understand that the Department of Education’s proposal for this cut was a response to
a legislator’s mi ~apprehension that the State has two museums, which | am quite sure you know is

not the case.

The acquisition ofthe Sheldon Jackson Museum by the Alaska State Museum was a major step in
assuring the preservation, in perpetuity, for the benefit of the people ofthe State, ofa truly major
collection of literally irreplaceable anthropological materials. The present decision appears to
place that collection under a significant and unacceptable threat.

| urge you to either press the Department of Education to find other, less damaging, places to
make cuts in its budget, or, failing that, adding funds to that budget to correct the problem,

Sincere”-.

Charles E. Diters
Former Chair, Alaska State Museum
Collections Advisory Committee
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Alutiig Museum
and Archaeological Repository

vr 215 Mission Road. Suite 10L Kodiak. AlwJca 99615
' (907) -486-700-1 Fas: (907) 486-7048 E-mail: alutiiq2@ptialaski.net

February 28,2000

Honorable Eldon Mulder
Honorable Lisa Murkowski

Alaska House of Representatives
State Capitol Building
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: Funding for Sheldon Jackson Museum

Dear Representatives Mulder and Murkowski,

| am writing to express our most serious concern with your proposal to close the
Sheldon Jackson Museum in Sitka. This wonderful facility and its professional staff have
been an outstanding resource for small museums like ours. We have relied on their
experience in rural Alaska to help us serve our remote community. They have set an
outstanding example and their hard work deserves recognition not termination.
Moreover, it is simply not appropriate for all of Alaska's treasures to be stored in urban
centers. Rural Alaska's heritage should not be removed front its home simply because it
Is more convenient. Both state and federal historic preservation laws recognize he
importance of curating objects in the communities they most closely reflect. Sheldon
Jackson’s collection maK be from across Alaska, but it reflects the development of Sitka
and is a cornerstone ofthe community's history.

| urge you to maintain fUnding for the Sheldon Jackson Museum. Rural Alaska
deserves access to the objects of it heritage. The collection belongs in Sitka where it can
continue to educate and inspire the community and its visitors. Closing it would be a
tragedy, | cannot believe that Alaska would mortgage its heritage in such a way.

Siifcerely,

Amy'Steffian
Deputy Director/ Curator

cc. Bruce Kato, Chief Curator, Alaska State Museum, Juneau
Kristen Griffin, Board Chair, Sheldon Jackson Museum, Sitka

T e A S S gt



mailto:alutiiq2@ptialaski.net

FEB-28-2000 10=25 ROGER L HAMES 907 747 7952 P.01

Hames Corp. Phone: 907,747,4044

1847 Halibut Point Rd. Fax: 907.747.7952
Hames Corp Sitke, AK 92035 Email

rogerhames@ seamarr.com

To: Senator Eldon Mulder, Chair
House Finance Committee on the
Education Budget

@Fax: 907-465-3518

From: Roger L. Hames

Date: Monday, February 28, 2.000 @ 9:29 AM

Re: Sheldon Jackson Museum

Pages: 1, including this

Dear Senator Mulder,

lam writing to inform you that I strongly oppose the proposed part time closure of
the Sheldon Jackson Museum, one of Alaska's tWo state museums. The state museums
are an important part of Alaska's educational system. They are also important economic
resources, serving our statewide visitor industry.. The proposed closure of the Sheldon
Jackson Museum will reduce the Department of Education and Early Development budget
by only $56,000 but will hurt our region by causing the loss of permanent full time jobs
and restricting public access to an important visitor destination. It will also prevent the
museum from being used as itwas intended: as a statewide educational and cultural
resource available to the public. This loss will be felt by thousands of Alaskans who
benefit from the programs of the Sheldon Jackson Museum.

Sincerely,

TOTAL P .01
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