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Dear Representative Mulder;
I am writing to urge you to maintain present funding levels for Public Radio in 

Alaska. The radio stations in small, remote communities like mine are a lifeline to the 
world. They provide not only national and international news but also keep us informed 
of what is going on across our sprawling state.

In rural Alaska, not everyone has access to cable television and some people cannot 
afford it. Their sole source of news and weather forecasts is from their Public Radio 
station. It provides a vital link between people living in isolated Alaskan communities. 
Besides providing news people without access to phones are able to commun'cate over 
the airwaves with messages that are aired at regular times. Public Radio provides weather 
and safety advisories that are essential to the well being of our town.

Besides all the other services that our radio station provides it is also the center of our 
community. How else would we find out about the activities in town or the time of public 
meetings? Who else is going to let people know the roads are icy and that the school bus 
will be late picking up the kids "out the road”, or that the black lab with the purple collar 
has been found? Where else can people as young as ten and as old as eighty-three 
entertain the town with radio programming?

There has been talk that the money taken from Public • ' 3 will be given to the "frail
and elderly”. Well, who took money away from the frail an . ;lderly in the first place?
Tell them to give it back. Besides, the elderly in our town listen to KFSK all the time and 
are some of our staunchest supporters.

Public radio has taken lots of cuts in previous years and at this point is operating on a 
shoestring. If you came to our station you would see the skeleton staff and the equipment 
held together by duct tape. Signs of scrimping and saving are evident everywhere except 
on the airwaves where the quality of programming remains high. We are proud of our 
station and our town works hard to support it during fundraisers but we cannot keep it 
going alone. Please save Public Radio by maintaining the present level of funding. Do not 
cut the funding. It is too important to our town and others like it.

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely.
Julie Hursey 
Petersburg, Alaska

March 3,2000

TOTAL P .02
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There are millions spend to attract visitors,yet elemenate the little amount spent to 
protect people who produce authentic Aiaskan products to sell to ose tourists? 
Please restore funding to the Made in Alaska Programm.
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March 3, 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder and 
The Honorable Gene Therriault 
Co-Chairmen 
House Finance Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representatives Mulder and Therriault:

The Export Council of Alaska is a statewide non-profit group of business leaders who m 
and promote the value of international trade. In the 1960’s Alaska showed its keen un<h*i 
of the importance of international trade by being the first state to open a Tokyo office 11 
Council feels it is essential to continue to demonstrate that understanding by providing m 
support today for the State's Division of International Trade & Market Development (I >! 
programs.

Alaska businesses benefit from overseas rep-esentation and programs that DITMD prm1 
Council is concerned about the effects on our key trading partners under the House Fin >• 
subcommittee's plan to close Alaska's DITMD overseas offices in Japan and Korea. Tin 
business culture values government involvement, promotion and representation.

The Council urges that you not put Alaska at a disadvantage in global competition by d- - 
overseas offices in Japan and Korea and by eliminating the state’s trade and research siv 
Alaska. We ask that you provide funding at last year'3 level for these important interims 
programs.

Chairman

550 West 7uAvf., Sic J 770 
Anchor*!*, AK 99501 

Hi one (907) 77J.MJ7 F»x (907) 27I-62W 
h((p:4iWn.»|ijk*.n««/-»»port rbcckcitStmnll.dor-gov
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Friday, March 03, 2000

Rep. Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair House Finance 
Rep. Gene Therriault, Co-Chair House Finance

Eldon and Gene:

I was in Juneau last Tuesday. If I had realized the impact of cutting the International 
Trade Budget so drastically I would have tried to see you on Tuesday. I was there to 
update Rarnona Bames/John Cowdery's Committee on World Trade on ASI’s 
substantial growth.

Although A $l is concentrating on domestic US production this year, we are also working 
with customers in the Pacific Rim. As the largest seafood facility in the US we are 
ramping up to our full 125,000,000 pounds of value added seafood production. The 
Pacific Rim represents markets for ASI products 34 times the total seafood consumption 
of the US.

International Trade and Development has opened a number of doors for us. With their 
help we have Just quoted on 60,000 to 100,000 dally seafood meals for Korean Airlines, 
Asiana Airlines, Samsung and Hyundai. I cannot imagine more valuable help to Alaskan 
companies doing business in the Japan, Korea, Taiwan areas. To cut off International 
Trade's assistance will Kill the Goose That Laid the Golden Egg II

As important as it is to curb wasteful expenditures and develop realistic budgets, It is 
equally important is to grow tax revenues. The seafood industry Is the largest employer 
of Alaska citizens. Alaska needs to expand o u r export bade and damaging International 
Trade D ivision w ould be counter-pioductive to everyone ’s  best interest.

These proposed cuts also eliminate the MADE IN ALASKA program that builds on the 
romance of seafood from the “Cold, clear unpolluted wate.s of Alaska'1. ASI planned to 
use this label extensively on Its products. Eliminating this program hurts both Tourism in 
the service sector and Seafood in the manufacturing sector, both of which contribute 
substantial revenue to the State,

I urge you to help the private sector to help the public sector's revenue giowth. By 
supporting International Trade you support ASI’s efforts to export Alaska products.

Howard M. Benedict 
Chairman

c. Finance Committee members j
c. Ramona Barnes, John Cow dery, World Trade

ALASKA SEAFOOD INTERNATIONAL. LLC • 6689 Seafood Drive • Anchor*^, Aluslc* 99518 
Td (907) 770-82C0 • Fax (907) 770-8370 • wwwiilH.ikH-.ieafuixI.cuiii

Sincerely,



Douglas M, SUtrdand 
Executive Vice Pre*ident 
Chief Corporate Officer

Northwest Airlines, Inc 612 727-6500
Departm ent A1180 612 727-4639 Fax
5101 Northwest Drive 
Sl Paul MN 55111-3034

March 2,2000

Rep. Gene Therriault 
Co-Chair, House Finance Committee 
State Capitol Building, Room 511 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
Fax: 907-465-3884

Rep. Eldon Mulder 
Co-Chair, House Finance Committee 
State Capitol Builidng, Room 507 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
Fax: 907-465-3518

Dear Sirs:

We at Northwest Airlines wish to take this opportunity to urge a continuation of support for the 
important work of the Department of Community and Economic Development’s Division of 
International Trade and Economic Development.

Northwest Airlines has had a long and successful presence in Alaska dating back to 1947, when 
Anchorage was on Northwest's original route to Asia. It was that year that Northwest became the 
first airline to link North America to Asia via the ‘‘Great Circle Route.” That same route through 
Anchorage continues to play a vitally strategic role in our company today, especially from a cargo 
perspective.

A key anchor in our relationship is the Department of Community and Economic Development, and 
specifically, the Division of International Trade and Market Development, Together we have 
partnered over the years to identify and support new markets for Alaska products throughout Asia. 
Last year, we hosted a state-sponsored seafood trade mission to Japan for smaller Alaskan firms with 
limited or no contacts In Asia. Expanding markets in Asia for Alaska products means more business 
for air cargo operators like N orthw est and more local jobs to support our Anchorage cargo 
operations.



But effective marketing in Asia is a big job. There’s no substitute for consistency in keeping the 
pressure on. We're hopeful of continuing to partner with the Division of International Trade and 
Market Development to build on the momentum we’ve generated together these past several years. 
The division is a valuable partner for companies like Northwest Airlines and we hope its mission will 
not be jeopardized by severe budget cute.

We see a bright future in the Pacific air freight market. Last year, Northwest expanded cargo service 
to Guam and Singapore as well as introduced new 747 all-cargo freighter service to Shanghai, China. 
Earlier this week, Northwest filed direct exhibits with the U.S. Department of Transportation in 
support of our application for five new frequencies between the U.S. and China. The new services 
would enable Northwest to provide a total of four weekly all-cargo flights to China, currently 
Alaska’s fifth largest trading partner. The service would operate on a Chicago-Anchorage-Narita- 
Shanghai routing.

To meet the growth potential for air cargo operations in Asia, Northwest acquired two additional 747 
freighters last year, bringing our total to 10 air-cargo aircraft and we are continuing to actively seek 
additional 747 freighters to add to our fleet. During our peak season, Northwest’s 747 freighters 
touch down at Anchorage International Airport an average of 36 times each week. Unlike seme 
cargo earners, we don’t depend upon ALA as just a fueling stop. Instead, wc maximize the strategic 
location of Anchorage to conduct our domestic cross-loading operation, which we plan to grow 
significantly in the next few years.

On the passenger side, Northwest is working closely with the Division of International Trade and 
Market Development to identify ways to enhance passenger growth between Asia and Alaska via our 
Seattle gateway and, hopefully, on a seasonal nonstop basis in the next two to three years. That 
partnership is invaluable and we look forward to the State of Alaska's continued role with us.

We at Northwest certainly respect your efforts to carefully develop the state’s budget for the next 
fiscal year. It is our hope that the Division of International Trade and Market Development will 
remain intact and fully supportive of the many ongoing efforts to expand the trade potential for 
Alaska-based companies throughout Asia.

If Northwest can provide additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to 
contact Bob Benner at 612-726-2828.

Sincerely,

Douglas M. Stccnland
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James V. Drew Tel: 907-479-2212
4725 Villanov* Drive Fax: 907^79-0847

Fairbanks, Alaska 99709-3220 
Rep. Eldon Mulder March 2,2000
Aluska State legislature 
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Mulder:

I urge you to provide an appropriation i'or the Department of Community and Economic 
Development that will maintain the activities of the Division of International Trade and 
Development.

Exports of Alaska seed potatoes and tahlestock potatoes to Taiwan by Alaska 
Agricultural Development & Marketing, Inc., an Alaska nonprofit corporation, increased 
from u few hundred pounds of seed potatoes in 1996 to 30 metric tons of seed potatoes, 
40 metric tons of tablcstock potatoes, 15 metric tons of carrots, and 15 giant cabbages in 
1999. The Division of Trade and Development effectively assisted in this export growth.

Specialists from the division showcased Alaska agricultural products at the 1999 
American Food Festival held in three cities in Taiwan. Their work opened the door for a 
representative from Alaska Agricultural Development & Marketing, Inc., to present 
scientific data regarding the quality of Alaska food products to potential buyers attending 
the Food Festival.

Alaska agricultural products arc of high quality, but they must compete in in te rn a tio n a l 
markets with food products from states and countries that enjoy a fully developed 
infrastructure for agricultural marketing. Thus, Alaska farmers go head to head with the 
marketing expertise of major suppliers of food products outside of Aluska. Moreover, 
international buyers want suppliers that can meet their needs rather than a myriad of 
individual producers, and they want personal contacts with suppliers.

Alaska Agricultural Development & Marketing, Inc., seeks orders and organizes logistics 
to export agricultural products from individual Alaska farms. The Division of 
International Trade and Development provides visibility for Alaska agricultural products 
and personal contacts with customers in Taiwan and, potentially, in other countries. This 
compensates, in part, for the lack of u fully developed marketing system for Alaska farm 
products, and provides incentive l'or Alaska producers to increase production to expand 
Alaska's agriculture. In turn, it creates jobs and opportunities for Alaskans.

1 urge you to provide an appropriation for the Department of Community and Economic 
Development that will permit the Division of International Trade and Development to 
continue to promote Alaska farm products overseas.

Sincerely,

i /
James V. Drew
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Anchorage Economic Bflvelopment corporation

The Centsr of Opportunity

Eacecuiiv* Committee Reroluuon
"Whereis the State Legislature is considering drastic budget cuts to the Dcpanmenc of 
Community and Economic Development, Division of International Trade and Market 
Development; and,
Wh'/rcar, the budget plan eliminates the trade prognat — the State’s trade and research 
specialists; and.
Wherear, the proposed cuts eliminate the State's only position responsible for recruiting new 
business and investment; and,
"Whereas, the proposed cuts end 35 yean of sate trade representation in Japan and 15 years 
in Korea; and,
Whereas, the Stare has an important role co play in economic development,
Therefore he it Resolved that AEDC recommends that the House Finance Committee 
reconsider the proposed drastic cuts to the Department of Community and Economic 
Development, Division of International Trade and Mr>d<et Development.
Passed and approved this (j?*̂ day of March, 2000,

j x a .  _________
Melvin R. Nichols. Chairman

900 West fifth Avenue, Svtw 300 ■ Anchoraje, AlKta 99501 ■ phone 907.250-3700 ■ fat 907-258-6646 ■ twfc6ftrtew»b.c«m



Anchorage Economic ■evelopment Corporation 

T h e  C e n t e r  of  O p p o r t u n i t y

MEMORANDUM

Date; March 8, 2000

To: House Finance Committee, Alaska State Legislature
Rep. Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair 
Rep. Gene Therrialut, Co-Chair 
Rep. Con Bunde, Vice Chair 
Rep. Alan Austerman 
Rep. Gail Phillips 
Rep. John Davies 
Rep. Ben Grussendorf 
Rep. Carl Moses 
Rep. Richard Foster 
Rep. Bill Williams 

cc: Rep, Brian Porter, Speaker of the House
Rep. Ramona Barnes

From: Larry D. Crawford, AEDC President & CEO

The Anchorage Economic Development Corporation’s Executive Committee has passed a resolution 
requesting that the House Finance Committee reconsider the proposed severe reductions to State funding for 
the Division of International Trade and Marker Development. The budget being proposed to the House 
Finance Committee essentially eliminates the State's trade and research specialists. If passed, this will end 35 
years of state trade representation in Japan and 15 years in Korea. These are Alaska's two largest export 
markets. The state's only position responsible for rccruiring new business and investments •will be eliminated 
should the proposed budget become reality.

Now is the rime for economic development to be one of the Srare o f  Alaska's top priorities. Alaska needs to 
diversify its economy and become less dependent on oil revenues,

Please reconsider making such severe cuts to the budget of the Department of Community and Economic 
Development, Division of International Trade and Market D evelopment, The State government has an 
important role to plan in economic development.

Sincerely,

Ldrry D/Crawford ' 
President flc CEO

Attached: AEDC Executive Committee Resolution

900 West Fifth Avenue. Suite 300 ■ Mnehoraje, Alaska W501 ■ phone 907-258-3700 ■ fax 907-258-6646 ■ e-mallQedc0fl8dcw9b.com



M P R - 0 6 - 0 0  1 1 : 5 3  P M  A L A S K A  H E R B  T E A  C O . ,  I M C  9 0 7  2 4 5  3 4 9 9 P .  0 1

Alaska Herb Tea Company Fax Message
6710 Welmer Drive 
Anctiorage; Alaska 99502

Tel/Fax 907*522*3499
Date: March 6,2000

To: Representative Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee

From: Charles Walsh, President, Alaska Herb Tea Company, Inc.

Re: Funding Alaskan International Trade

We support your actions to control the State budget and make State 
government as efficient as possible -  and we appreciate the difficult decisions 
you have to make.

We also believe that the DCED Division of Trade and Development is a net 
gainer for the State of Alaska, that it generates more money than it costs.

Therefore it is counterproductive to cut funding to die Division of Trade and 
Development -  you will loose more than you will gain.

We have worked with die Division of Trade and Development for years and 
are very satisfied that they are seriously business minded. We also worked for 
several years with the state trade representation offices in Japan when we 
exhibited our product at FOODEX in Tokyo. They were extremely helpful.

Thank you for considering our request and our advice. Please fund the 
Division of Trade and Development’s international trade program -  it’s a 
good investment.
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Chesloknu Foods
A la s k a  T r i b a l  C a c h e

Drawer L, Seldovia, AK 99663 
907-234-7859, 800-270-7810 

Fax: 907-234-7637, E-mail: rhilts@tribalnet.org

Date: March 6,2000 ,..,

Re: .Support, Division of International Trade and Development.

To: - Representative Mr. Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair 
House Finance Committee 
FAX: 907-465-3518 ■

As the General Manager of Chesloknu Foods, Seldovia, I urge you to fund the Division 
of International Trade and Development

■ . •  , t i *

Chesloknu Foods is owned/operated by Seldovia Village Tribe. We produce jams, 
jellies and syrups using wild berries from native lands, using old tribal recipes.

For three years wc have participated in several Trade Shows in Japan and Korea through 
the State’s products booths, •sponsored by the International Trade Division. This 
exposure for our products would be impossible for us from both the aspects of cost and 
expertise in making contacts. . The costs of sponsoring our own booth would be 
prohibitive.

'We have received several good contacts from this exposure most notably, the receipt of a 
$24,000 order in March of 1999. From our viewpoint, the efforts of the Division of 
International Trade and Development have been very successful and worthwhile.

Our contact w ith. all personnel from the International Trade Division have been 
courteous, timely, and professional. •

Please continue funding of this International Trade Division. Many small Alaskan 
businesses benefit from the Division’s efforts, and would be unable to duplicate their ’ . 
participation in international trade without the very effective programs and expertise of 
the Trade Division’s specialists. • ' " ,

vnn

Rodney Hilts, General Manager, Chesloknu Foods

mailto:rhilts@tribalnet.org
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VALDEZ CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

VALDEZ CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

RESOLUTION NO. 00-1

A RESOLUTION OF THE VALDEZ CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, VALDEZ ALASKA, 
SUPPORTING THE MAINTENANCE OF A STRONG DIVISION OF TOURISM.

WHEREAS, the House Finance Committee is considering the elimination of the Alaska 
Division of Tourism by funding the department at the level of only $200,000; and

WHEREAS, the Division of Tourism is responsible for overseeing the marketing contract 
between the State of Alaska and the new Alaska Tourism Industry Association as outlined in the legislation 
approving the New Millenium Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Division of Tourism provides necessary community, and business 
assistance around th: entire state; and

WHEREAS, the Division of Tourism is responsible for tourism development for the entire 
state of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the Division of Tourism maintains and operates the Tok Visitor Center, the 
ambassador visitor center for all travelers entering the state via the Alaska Highway; and

WHEREAS, the Division of Tourism sponsors necessary programs like the North! to 
Alaska guidebook for highway and ferry travelers, the Tourism North partnership with the Yukon, Travel 
Agent Training, and Travel Fair and much more; and

WHEREAS, no marketing and development plan has yet been established by the Alaska 
Tourism Industry Association.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Valdez 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, that

The Valdez Convention and Visitors Bureau supports the maintenance of a strong Division
of Tourism.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE VALDEZ 
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, this 1s' day of March, 2000.

VALDEZ CONVENTION AND VlSTTORS BUREAU 

Laura Weaver, Secretary/Treasurer
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D u ty  F r e e  Ala sk a P.O. Box 220687 « Anchorage, Alaska 99522-0687 « U.S.A.

♦ DAVID G R EEN  G RO U P * Ph.: 907-248-8485 • Fax: 9C r-245-0190

J

VIA FAX

3 March, 2000

Representative Eldon Muldur, Co-Chair 
House Finance Committee 
Juneau, Alaska

Re: Alaska Slate Division o f International Trade & Market Development Funding 

Dear Representative Muldur:

We understand that the House Finance Subcommittee has voted recently to drastically reduce 
funding for the State’s Division of Trade & Development.

It's our understanding that the Subcommittee's plan eliminates the current trade program along 
with the State's trade specialists and research arm. It also ends a long and established history of 
Alaska trade representation in important Asian markets like Japan and Korea, the State’s two 
largest export markets.

This will leave the State without any effective responsible representation for recruiting new 
business development and investment.

It is our belief this will work to the longer term harm of the State's vital trade and business 
interests.

We urge vou to oppose this budget plan and restore full funding for this Important State agency. 

We thank you for your understanding and support.

Richard E. Benedetti 
Partner

cc: Jerry & Perry Green
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Representative Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair 
Representative Gene Therriault, co-Chair 
March 3, 2000 
Page 2

This 'team' approach has provided a steady stream of business 
contacts between Asian buyers and Alaskan businesses and has 
resulted in substantial sales of Alaskan products. Without the 
support of the Division of Trade and Development, that activity 
would basically disappear.

The message would be 'loud and clear' to Asian buyers. Alaska is 
taking itself 'out of play'. Competition is intense. We MUST NOT 
let this happen. We CANNOT let this happen. Alaskan businesses 
n e e d  this support to survive. We're on a roll, PLEASE support 
these efforts by restoring those funds to 'make it happen'.

I can't fully appreciate the difficulties you face in trying to 
trim the budget without causing some grief. However, develrping 
non oil related business is Alaska's future. We CAN'T sell our 
future. There MUST be a better alternative.

President

cc: Rep. Con Bunde
Rep. Alan Auterman 
Rep. Gail Phillips 
Rep. John Davies 
Rep. Ben Grussendorf 
Rep. Carl Moses 
Rep. Richard Foster 
Rep. Bill williams 
Rep. Gary Davis 
Rep. Brian Porter 
Rep. Ramona Barnes
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March 3/ 2000

A Seafood Logistics Company, and more!

Representative Eldon Mulder, Co-chai'r 
Representative Gene Therriault, Co-Chair 
House Finance Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

G e n t l e m e n ,

I have been made aware a proposal has been set forth to reduce the 
budget for the Division of Trade and Development from 2.1 million 
dollars to approximately $625,000 effectively wiping out the 
efforts of the State of Alaska to advance business opportunities 
and develop trade relationships with international companies.

This would be disastrous!

I respectfully ask the questions: Are you people aware of the work 
currently being done by the staff of the Division of Trade and 
Development? Do you have a feel for the benefits and opportunities 
that have been created for Alaskan businesses as a result of this 
work? It would appear the business community has been remiss in 
NOT keeping you abreast of these developments. Let me say, the 
opportunities have been many. Very tangible, very productive, 
and very timely. I would think this would be of particular 
interest to State Legislators. At a time when oil revenue is 
expected to continue to fall, developing non oil related commerce 
SHOULD be a priority. The sale of Alaskan seafood to Asian 
countries is certainly one of the ways to achieve that aim.

I have personally been involved in the selection process to place 
the best possible person in Tokyo to represent the interests of 
Alaskan businesses in Japan. This was accomplished and 
accomplished, I might add, at a substantially lower cost than was 
previously paid. We are CERTAINLY getting our money's worth.

Although we are greatly 'outgunned' by Europe, South America, and 
individual countries such as Canada and New Zealand, through close 
coordination by the Division of Trade and Development with our 
Japanese and Korean representatives, we are doing remarkably well.

P.O. Box 9 14 13 Anchorage, Alaska 9 9 S 0 9 -1413 Tel: [907 )243-4305  Fax: (907)243-8934
Web Site: www.moverslnc.com

http://www.moverslnc.com
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a v e l  C o n s u l t a n t s ,
2000 E. Dowling Road # 10»Anchorage, Alaska 99507-1956 A Professional Corporation

(907) 561-7722 * FAX: (907) 561-3600

March 03, 2000

To. House Finance Committee 
Rep. Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair 
907-465-3518

Dear Committee Member,

International trade is important to Alaska businesses and the Pacific Rim markets. Japan 
is Alaska’s most important trading partner and yet the House Finance subcommittee is 
voting to eliminate Alaska representation there. This will end three decades of official 
state promotions and representation in Alaska’s largest export market,

By closing Alaska’s trade programs, Asian companies might see this as a slight in the 
way business is done here. Instead of cutting finances, we should be finding ways to 
support the overseas trade offices to continue growth in our state. Alaska faces 
competition from other states and countries in the important Asian marketplace. Why do 
you want to make it more difficult to compete.

Please restore funding to the Division of Trade & Development for the coming years so 
Alaska businesses can continue to benefit from the Division’s work in the international 
markets.

Thank you for the consideration of this important issue.



From : BROOKS ALASKAN SEAFOOD 9072355623

BROOKS ALASKAN SEAFOOD
38225 GREER ROAD 

HOMER, ALASKA 99603 
PHONE 907-235*5623 FAX 907-235-5623 

CELLULAR 907-399-1156 E-MAIL brooks@ala8ka.net

House Finance Committee 
ATTN: Rep Eldon Maulder, Co Chair 
Date: 3/3/ 2000

Dear Representative Maulder:

On February 28th the House Finance Subcommittee voted to drastically cut funding for 
the States International Trade Program. Over the last twelve years the Department of 
Community and Economic Development has proven a  useful resource in building my 
business from a one desk office to a  multi-state, multi-country enterprise. I hope that, 
you will reconsider this abrupt and ill conceived decision. A vote against trade will 
represent a vote against the future of Alaska, Thank you for your consideration.

Michael G. Brooks

cc State of Alaska Dept, of Community and Economic Development

mailto:brooks@ala8ka.net
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CAPITOL TOKYU HOTEL

Fax: (907)465-353.8

March 2, 2000

the Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-chair, House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
U.S.A.

Dear Representative Mulder,

We get to know the Alaska Legislature is judging the budget of 
the state's international trade program, including its trade 
representation in Japan.

Capitol Tokyu Hotel in Tokyo, a prestigious hotel where many 
world-renowned guests have stayed, had a special Alaska Seafood Fair 
at 5 restaurants in the hotel this January and February.
The Fair was successful in over $200,000 Alaska seafood sales 
for two months.
We are now planning to have Alaska Seafood Fair in our hotel 
in the coming Fall again.

This successful Alaska Seafood Fair in our hotel would not have existed 
if the state representative in Japan could not suggest it to us.

Japan Office of the State of Alaska is very important in helping 
our business and developing new ideas in many fields.

Sincerely,

10-3. NAGATA-CH0 2-CHOME. CHIYODA-KU, TOKYO 100-0014 TEL: (03)3581-4511 FAX;(03)358l-5822

Kinichi Fukuda 
Executive 
Capitol

Manager



SE1BU TRAVELING.
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Fax:(907)465-3518

March 2, 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder 
Co-chair, House Finance Coramittee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Mulder,

It has come to my attention that as the Alaska Legislature reviews the 
State budget for it3 international trade program, the role of its 
Tokyo Office will also come under consideration. As a beneficiary of 
the services of the Japan Office of the State of Alaska, I would like 
to submit a few words for your kind consideration.

Even though our company has been taking Japanese tourists to Alaska 
for 30 years now, Office continues to be an invaluable source of 
information and assistance to us. Their trade and tourism projects 
assist our industry in marketing and promoting Alaska as a facinating 
and beautiful part of the World to visit. In the course of doing 
business, they were able to come up with just the contact or the facts 
we needed so that we could move ahead and create business 
opportunities tfcat are mutually beneficial.

To date our company has taken over 2,500 groups, totally 50,000 
Japanese tourists to Alaska, and look forward to increasing this 
figure by 80,000 because our company is a sister company of Westin 
Alyeska Prince Hotel invested by our boss company, Kokudo Inc.
Research by consumer groups estimate that.the average Japanese tourist 
spends $1,400 on accommodations and gifts on a 3 - 5  day tour, a 
significant amount in any family's annual budget, ’t '

Being able to obtain swift replies to our inquiries and to consult in
Japanese with your Japan Office has been invaluable in bringing
together the changing needs of our .customers and of the merchants in
Alaska. It is my hope that the State of Alaska will take this
oppotunity to recognize the firm foundation upon which Alaska's 
presence in Japan has been built and to develop it even further as a 
stimulus for tourism and trade in Alaska.

Sincerely,

Seibu Travel,Inc.

KBTJI SAkAKIBARA
General Manager of Arrow Center



’O O W f l O 3 0 i )  1611159 8 : 0 0 1 1 9 0 7 4 6 5 3 5 1 8  M '-l'l'M rtHA R : S 9 5

P R IN C E  H O T E L S , IN C .
Kokucio Bldg., 35'!, Jingumae 6-chomc, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo I50-8381 Japan 
Phone:03-34 98- III! Facsimiled4 98-1113

March 3, 2000

The H onorable Eldon M ulder 
Co-chair, House F inance Com m ittee 
A laska S ta te  Legislature 
S ta te  Capitol
Ju n eau , A laska 99801-1182 

D ear R epresentative M ulder,

As the A laska L egislatu re proceeds w ith its deliberations on its  budget for the 
in tern atio nal trade program . I w ish to offer a few ideas on the efficacy of m aintaining 
your S ta te  Office in J a p a n

O ur company purchased  and invested Alyeska Ski R esort in 1980, and  built a new 
deluxe hotel, W estin A lyeska Prince Hotel in 1994 for prom oting A laska tourism . The 
S ta te  Office continues to be an  invaluable source of inform ation and assistance to 
prom ote Japan ese  travel m ark e t and airline traffic.
T heir trade and tourism  projects in Jap an  assist our industry  in m arketing  and 
prom oting
A laska as a wonderful an d  beautifu l p a rt of the world to visit.

We are  confident th a t  by m ain tain ing  your cu rren t Office in J a p a n  you will be able to 
continue to expand your businesses and as yet unexplored a reas of economic growth.

Sincerely,

D irector of O verseas D epartm en t 
Prince Hotels, Inc.



M9R 03 J 00 14:07 SHINDO CORP. 556-4456 i ' • P .l!

Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc.Seoul Representative Office 
Room 105 Pegam Bldg, 1303-34 Sochq-dong, Socho-gu, Seoul, Korea 

Tel : 822-556-2898 j Fax : 822-556-4456  
E-Maii : injaekim@shindokorea.com

The Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee
State Capitol, Room 507
Juneau, AK 99801 "1182
Tel : 907-465-2647
Fax : 907-465-3518

Dear Mr. Mulder, .
i

We would like to express our appreciation for the supports from Alaska State 
Division of International Trade and Market .Development, and its Seoul Office 
in Korea enabling Usibelli to export almost; 10.0 million tons for last 15 years. 
Every year, whenever we negotiate with Korea for price and terms, State and 
Seoul Office have helped us very much and coordinated with U.S. Embassy 
and Korea Electrice Power Corporation.

. I.
Our next negotiation for year 2000/2001 with Hyundai Merchant Marine and 
Korea Electric Power Corporation is being:scheduled in the coming August. 
We are always happy to work with State and Seoul Office and apprciate very 
much your continuous support for economic relationship1 between Alaska and 
Korea.

March 3, 2000 
Via Fax

Sincerely yours,

Injae Kim 
Representative

mailto:injaekim@shindokorea.com
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M arch 3, 2000

The H onorable E ldon M ulder
C o-C haim ian, H ouse F inance Com m ittee
•State C apitol, R oom  507
Juneau, A K  99801-1182
Tel: 907-465-2647
Tel: 888-465-2647
lax: (907) 465-3518

D ear H onorable Eldon M ulder:

W c sincerely appreciate the support from  A laska S tate D ivision o f  International Trade 
and M arket D evelopm ent and its trade representative in K orea in prom oting cargo 
services betw een Seoul and Anchorage.

As part o f  prom otional efforts to air cargo serv ices to  A laska, your trade offices in 
A nchorage and Seoul co-sponsored the A laska Seafood Sem inar together with us last 
April. We also have had the opportunities to w ork  w ith  your trade offices and have 
found them  to be effective in prom oting our a ir cargo services betw een Seoul and 
A nchorage.

Wc would like to com m end both the D iv ision  o f  In ternational T rade and M arket 
D evelopm ent and its  K orea Office for their assistance in creating  these opportunities.

A gain, I thank the s ta ff o f  the Division o f  International T rade and M arket developm ent 
for a ‘'j o b  well d o n e’ and look forward to w orking w ith all o f  them  in the future.

Very Sincerely Y ours

Soo-M yung Choi 
M anaging Vice president 
C argo Sales & M arketing
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Seoul, Kiiren

Tel: (02X569-5124 
Fax: (02̂ 69-5130 
Cargo Res;(O2)669-5095
http://www.a.siiuiu.co.kr E-muil: jikimtosiana.ai.fcr

A s ia n a  A ir l in e s

The I lonorable Eldon Mulder 
Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee 
State Capitol, Room 507 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Via fax: (907)465-3518 

Dear Mr, Mulder,

We have had the good fortune of working with Alaska Stale Division of 
International Trade and M arket Development, and its overseas office in Korea. It was 
really rewarding and enjoyable to meet with the people from these two offices and 
discuss the pending aireargo issues in Alaska.

We hope the cooperation between your trade offices (in Anchorage and Seoul) and 
Asiana Airlines will bring about the desired results. Taking this opportunity, wo 
would like to thank the people from the above office what they have helped lor our 
business interest in Alaska and hope that they will continue to favor us with their 
generous support.

Veiy Sincerely Yours,

Ja e  II Kim

Vice President 

Asiana Cargo

http://www.a.siiuiu.co.kr
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_JIfmjrim CmrmwMm  .
692-13 Nambumin-Dong, Seo-Ku,
Busan, Korea
Tel : 82-51-250-2121 Fax : 82-51-242-0110

M ar 03, 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee 
Legislative Session Contact,
S tate Capital, Room 507,
Juneau, A k 99801-1182
Tel : (9071-465-2647 Fax : (907)-465-3518

Dear Mr. Mulder

We are,first of all, greatly pleased to have on opportunity to contact with you. ■
As you might know the captioned name of company, w e are one of the leading company for 
Seafood Processing and Trading business in Korea,
Our main supplying source for the Seafood Processing and Trading business are being come
from matnly Bering Sea &■ Aleutian Islands and Gulf of Alaska regions.

W c used to get greatly valuable and vivid informations related the seafood business through 
Alaska State Division of International T rade and M arket Development and its branch Office 
in Seoul, Korea.

T hese tw o organizations could help us a lot for predicting market trends and also to make a 
decision to buy or not.

We, sometimes, ask  them to get any informations which is related overall Seafoods Industry 
in USA and they used co provide as many vaulable informations from time to time.

W e always appreciate cooperations from these two organizations and sincerely hope they will
continue to support us in order for U9 to keep our good business.

Cordially,

Poseidon Cho
General Manager/Seafood Trading Dept.
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United States 
Department of 
Agriculture

Foreign
Agricultural
Service

Office of 
Agricultural 
Trade Officer

March 3 ,2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder 
Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee 
State Capitol, Room 507 
Juneau. AK 99801-1182

Dear Sir:

I write this letter to commend the activities o f  the Alaska State Division o f International Trade, 
and the AJaska State Office in Seoul, Korea, I hold both o f these organizations in very high 
regard. We ai e currently cooperating with these two offices on several seafood export promotion 
activities, They are providing assistance we simply could not find elsewhere. I am confident 
that these activities will increase export sales o f  Alaskan industries to Korea.

Agricultural Trade Office 
Seoul, Korea
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KYOKUYO CO., LTD.

TELCFHOKe: 81-3-S545-0709 
FAX. 81-3*5545-0730 KOKUSA! SANNO BUILDIW 3-3 5 AKA5AKA, MINATOK TOKYO. 107. JAPAN

M arch  2, 2000

T h e  H o n o ra b le  E ldon  M u ld e r 
C o -ch a ir, H ouse F in a n c e  C o m m itte e  
A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  
S ta te  C ap ito l
J u n e a u ,  A la sk a  9980 1 -1 1 8 2

W e g e t to  know  th e  A la sk a  L e g is la tu re  is  rev iew in g  th e  s l a t e ’s  in te rn a t io n a l  
t r a d e  b u d g e t p ro g ra m , in c lu d in g  i t s  tr a d e  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  in  J a p a n .

O u r  com pany , K yokuyo  Co., L td ., lia s  im p o rte d  v a r io u s  A la sk a  seafo o d s o v er 
40  m illio n  d o lla rs  a n n u a l ly  a s  w e h a v e  b een  do ing  b u s in e s s  w ith  A la sk a  n e a rly

It, is a  p le a s u re  for u s  as a  m a jo r  seafood  co m p an y  in  J a p a n  to  sa y  th a t  th e  
s t a t e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  in  J a p a n  h n s  h e lp e d  J a p a n e s e  seafo o d  in d u s try  in  
c o n n ec tio n  w ith  A la sk a .

F ro m  w h a t  w e know  o f  a  J a p a n e s e  p re s e n c e  by th e  S ta te  o f  A la sk a  we h a v e  no 
d o u h t th a t ,  th e y  w ill n o t  o n ly  c a r ry  on th e i r  A la sk a  b u s in e s s  p ro m o tio n  b u t 
a lso  p ro m o te  th e  e x is t in g  f r ie n d sh ip  b e tw e e n  J a p a n  a n d  A la sk a .

I t  w ill be  m o st a p p re c ia te d  if  yo u  ta k e  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  y o u r 
tr a d e  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  in  J a p a n  w h en  y o u  rev iew  th is  m a tte r .

Y o u rs  respect,h illy ,

D e a r  R e p re s e n ta tiv e  M ulder,

40 years. it

Y uzo  N im u ra  

P re s id e n t •I

’i

C Q



T h e  W e s t i n  
C h o s u n
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March 2, 2000

The Honorable Eldon M ulder
Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee
State Capitol, Room 507
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Tel: 907-465-2647
Tel: 888-465-2647
Fax: (907)465-3518

Dear Honorable Mulder:

This letter concerns the State o f  Alaska trade division and its trade 
representative in Korea, who have helped us prom oting Alaska seafood in 
our hotel.

Thanks to the full support from Alaska State Division o f  International 
Trade and Market Development(DITM D) and its trade representative in 
Seoul, Korea, Alaska seafood prom otions and seminar held here one month 
last April ended in a big success. With this event as a momentum, we 
have purchased Alaska seafood continuously because our customers prefer 
(he top quality Alaska seafood. Thus, the purchase o f Alaska seafood 
reached U$66,000 in April through D ecem ber o f  1999 alone.

Followed by the successful Alaska seafood festival in the our hotel last 
April, wc are planning to hold Alaska Festival focusing on seafood and 
tourism this June on a larger scale by organizing the festival jo intly  with 
our new restaurants located in the Convention & Exhibition Center in Seoul.

Mopped in Tradition. wiili Modf-rn Conlftlil
VikOMCjrJtviq, Chung-lui. Winl Kjn-n/O. Kore.i To-i (8^2) 771 Of.OO F.ix. I'A H<I3. /0.1 (.i/0 f   ....

Reservations. ToH-iree 080 1 17-iVlO'l



T h e  W e s t i n  
C h o s u n

in preparation tor the June A JasiraE stiv a l, 1 plan to visit Alaska along 
with our chefs and food & beverage manager around the end o f this month. 
While we are in Alaska, we are going to select not only top quality Alaska 
seafood but also other food items suitable to Alaska Festival.

Under these circumstances, the support from your State Division o f  
International Trade and Market Development (DITM D) and its trade office 
in Korea is an absolute necessity for a success o f the scheduled Alaska 
Festival this June. I plan to discuss the details on the Festival with DITMD 
people this month.

My very best wishes for your health, wealth and happiness.

Young Hee Lee, Director 
Purchasing Department

Mi T.pcd in Tradition, with Mnor:m Comio't
»'/ Sokong dong, rniinrj-kii, St •«.»« il mtxi/tj. Kon-.i Tof |0?-2J //l*OUOO Kw |H2 ?\ V',2 M I’i /';Ul'/U I nun i inui. "sv."........ ..... n
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TELEX XKTIlK A JHCJ

March 1,2000

The Honorable Eldou Mulder 
Co-chair,House Finance Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol
Juneau^Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear, Representative Mulder,

I understand the Alaska Legislature is considering the budget of the state’s 
international trade program, including its trade representation in Japan.

My company, Mitsubishi Corporation, has been doing business with Alaska companies 
for 30 years.

Having the state representative in Japan has greatly helped my company to conduct 
business with Alaska companies. We rely on Alaska’s state trade representative for 
information about Alaska, assistance in contacting Alaska companios.
A Japanese presence by the State of Alaska is very important in helping my company tp 
do business with Alaska companies.

Sincerely,

'r_t±f-=r#:v”T &*S!2r ; o T n f. A o *. I f\ ? T T f'- * A:
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M a r u b e n i

IN REPLY PLEASE r e fe r  TO 

SEC. NO.
LETTER NO.

M a rc h  2, 2000

T h e H o n o rab le  E ld o n  M u ld e r  
C o-chair, H o u se  F in a n c e  C o m m itte e  
A la sk a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  
S ta te  C ap ito l
J u n e a u , A la sk a  99801-1182

D e a r  R e p re se n ta tiv e  M u ld e r,

I  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  A la s k a  L e g is la tu re  is  co n s id e rin g  th e  b u d g e t  o f  th e  s t a t e ’s  
in te rn a t io n a l  t r a d e  p ro g ra m , in c lu d in g  i t s  t r a d e  re p re s e n ta t io n  in  J a p a n .

M y com pany, M a ru b e n i C o rp o ra tio n , h a s  b e e n  invo lved , w e ll in  c o n c e rt a n d  
co o p era tio n  w ith  A la s k a  c o m p an ie s , in  th e  a c tiv it ie s  i n  p u r s u i t  o f  
co m m erc ia liz in g  N o r th  S lop e  n a tu r a l  g a s  fo r m ore  th a n  a  d ecad e , I  b e lie v e  
m y  co m p an y  m a y  a lso  h a v e  a  good b u s in e s s  r e la t io n  w ith  A la sk a  c o m p a n ie s  
in  th e  o th e r  fie lds , su c h  a s  fishery .

H a v in g  th e  s ta te  re p re s e n ta t iv e  in  J a p a n  h a s  g re a tly  h e lp e d  m y  c o m p a n y  to  
co n d u c t b u s in e ss  w ith  A la s k a  c o m p a n ie s . E specia lly , i t  i s  o f  v e ry  h e lp  to  u s  
th a t  A la sk a ’s s ta te  t r a d e  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  p ro v id es  u s  w ith  th e  u p d a te d  
in fo rm a tio n  in  co n n ec tio n  w ith  th e  b u s in e s s  c lim a te  in  A la sk a  in  a  t im e ly  
fa sh io n .

A  J a p a n e s e  p re sen ce  b y  th e  S ta te  o f  A la sk a  is  v e ry  im p o r ta n t  in  h e lp in g  m y  
co m p any  to  do b u s in e ss  w ith  A la s k a  co m p an ie s .

S incerely ,

[aed a
G e n e ra l M a n a g e r  

L N G  P ro je c t D e p a r tm e n t

MARUBENI CORPORATION
C. P. O. BOX 595, TOKVO 100-6692 JAPAN
TELEPHONE ; TOKYO 3282-2111
cable : marubeni tokyo
TELEX: J22326, J22327 J22328

P. Ol/Ol

IgttA NSP no AMI 601.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
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C e n tra l C o u n c il

CENTRAL COUNCIL
tL m qit a n 6  haiCu inOian tribgs o f  Alaska
ANDREW R HOPE BUILDING 
320 West Willoughby Avenue • Suite 300 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-9983

*«tfan T ribes of Alaska

March 7,2000

The House Finance Committee 
Representative Mulder, Co-Chair 
Representative Theriault, Co-Chair 
Representative Bunde, Vice-Chair 
Members:
Representative Davis 
Representative Austcrman 
Representative Foster 
Representative Grussendorf 
Representative Phillips 
Representative Williams 
Representative Davies 
Representative Moses:
The Central Council, Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (CCTHITA) Head Start Parent Policy 
Council strongly urges your support of Governor Tony Knowles' proposed budget increase of $2 
million for the Head Start program. This increase would enable the Head Start program to serve an 
additional 400 children in Alaska who are in urgent need of this service.
Right now, only 23% of eligible families are being served in Alaska. The additional money would 
significantly increase our ability to serve the eligible children in need of this important program. It 
would enrich their lives and help them to realize their full potential in a regular classroom setting 
and in their learning abilities in the future.
The Tlingit & Haida Head Start Parent Policy Council appreciates your support for the additional 
money for the Head Start budget. Thank you for your time and attention to this crucial issue.

Donna Brockschmrat, Chair ,/
Parent Policy Council
Tlingit & Haida Head Start Program

907/586-1432 FAX 907/586-89
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FAX NO. 907 456 3346
LARS EHRLANDER PAGE

161 PaJaca Circle 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
907-451-8342 
March 4,2000

House Finance Committee 
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: Eduwi.iion Funding

Dear Finance Committee Members:

It is dismaying that in a state as rich in oil wealth as Alaska is that I should have to write and 
implore you to generously fund public education. I recognize that you are faced with fiscal 
constraints, particular  ̂given the feet that the electorate essentially vetoed the legislature’s use of 
part o f the permanent fund for general purposes. However, it is your responsibility to establish 
priorities, oral clearly education and public safety must be the top priorities of state government.

Because o f anticipated cuts in funding for ths Fairbanks North Star School District, the board and 
administration are contemplating cutting, among others, the instrumental music programs in 
elementary schools, as well as raising the PTR. At a time when the state is requiring that students 
take qualifying exams to receive high school diplomas (which I heartily support), it is ironic that 
school districts aro feeing funding cuts that will clearly compromise the school systems’ ability to 
ensure the success of the maximum number of students.

While you do not dctenpine how the school districts allocate their funds, you present them with 
unacceptable choices through the proposed cuts. As the mother of three sons who benefited 
immeasurably from the Instrumental music programs in grade school, 1 strongly oppose cutting 
these programs. My robs all excelled in music and in all academic arm  (not coincidentally) 
through high school and went on to excel in college. In addition to the inherent benefits of music 
education, music played a significant role in building other academic skills, as well as instilling self 
discipline and chmactw. L...d contributing to their sense of self esteem. Eliminating the instrumen­
tal music programs frorp elementary schools would deny this enriching experience to many 
children, to the detriment of not only themselves, but the school community and society as a 
whole, Fairbanks should not be forced into this choice, Nor should w» be faced with raising the 
PTR, which would cleanly compromise children's achievement.

I urge you to rethink priorities, place the education and future of Alaska’s children at the top of 
your list.

Sincerely,

Mary F, Ehrlander
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® 3- MW Ol U? cdl SŴ ' 4.£a.c'iur ~h'V 4kt. Ki7 ftXi'fzir l4fO£6.5Wf
pft'JXJ/A , X̂  d "ZL Xwi co-ncraŵ t 4-Werf* iKart, 
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My name is Kelly O’Connor Demko. I'm  a teacher in the Petersburg School District and 
I’m concerned about your proposed cut to public education of 19 million dollars. Our 
school has experienced continual cuts to our budget for several years in a row. Long ago 
our music program was cut as well as a counselor position. Last year we suffered a huge 
loss of aid time in our classrooms and a reduction of special education services due to the 
new funding formula. The needy students do not lessen each year to coincide with these 
cuts, in fact it is just the opposite, Wc are experiencing an influx or increasingly needy 
children due to several factors in our community as well as environmental factors that 
influence children’s growth. Continually under threat are our vital swimming and library 
programs. W e’re doing our best to keep up with mandates from the legislature for testing 
with no added income.

Every new year that goes by we can only cry for the continual loss of vital programs to 
our system. We should be talking about a foreign language program through out the 
school and an increase in technology training to help our children live and be successful 
in an increasingly competitive international market. We are unable to even talk about 
restoring the recent loss of programs because we arc so involved in figuring out how we 
arc going to keep our existing programs, let alone being able to talk about creating 
excellent educational programs for our children.

We all know that the price of oil is high right now and we are very aware of the money 
sitting in the permanent fund and wc know that something creatively can be done with 
those monies to fund education fairly and rationally besides cutting the budget every 
year. This doesn’t seem too creative from our perspective.

I also would like to comment on this process of public input. I’ve been sitting here for 
three hours waiting to speak to you. I know there are at least 200  people who feel the 
same as myself, but it is physically impossible for that many people to fit in this room 
and for a period of 4 hours! On the radio you said if you hear testimony against what you 
have proposed you will know people arc unhappy with the budget proposal, now your 
saying that you cannot accommodate the very small number of people who are able to 
give input. This process is obviously inadequate!

Ijust have one question in closing that I would like you to answer for the public as you 
move forward in this process. What has happened between last year and this year to 
justify the diminished funds to education and public radio as well?

Thank you,
Kelly O’Connor Dcmko 
P.O. Box 271 
Petersburg, AK 99833 
907-772-4389  
3/4/2000

TOTAL P .01
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161 Palace Circle 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
907-451-8342 
March 4,2000

House Finance Committee 
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: Education Funding

Dear Finance Committee Members:y
It is dismaying that in a state as rich in oil wealth as Alaska is that I should have to write and 
implore you to generously fund public education. I recognize that you are faced with fiscal 
constraints, particularly given the feet that the electorate essentially vetoed the legislature’s use o f  
part o f the permanent fond for general purposes. However, it is your responsibility to establish 
priorities, and clearly education and public safety must be the top priorities o f  state government.

Because o f anticipated cuts in funding for the Fairbanks North Star School District, the board and 
administration are contemplating cutting, among others, the instrumental music programs in 
elementary schools, as well as raising the PTR. At a time when the state is requiring that student 
take qualifying exams to receive high school diplomas (which I heartily support), it is ironic that 
school districts are feeing funding cuts that will clearly compromise the school systems’ ability to 
ensure the success o f the maximum number of students.

While you do not determine how the school districts allocate their funds, you present them with 
unacceptable choices through the proposed cuts. As the mother o f three sons who bene fitted 
immeasurably from the instrumental music programs in grade school, I strongly oppose cutting 
these programs. My sons all excelled in music and in all academic areas (not coincidentally) 
through high school and went on to excel in college. In addition to the inherent benefits o f music 
education, music played a significant role in building other academic skills, as well as instilling self 
discipline and charaUw, contributing to their sense o f selfesteem. Eliminating the instrumen­
tal anisic programs from elementary schools would deny this enriching experience to many 
children, to the detriment o f not only themselves, but the school community and society as a 
whole. Fairbanks should not be forced into this choice. Nor should we be faced with raising the 
PTR, which would clearly compromise children’s achievement.

!
I urge you to rethink priorities, place the education and future o f Alaska’s children at the top of  
your list.

i'
Sincerely,

Mary F. Ehrlander



I would like to request the House Finance Committee to hold hearings on HJR 6 to amend the 
constitution to make available a vouchor system for education available to parents for the following 
reasons:

1. My son has birth defect/brain injury syndromes and the new learned devised strategies on 
these syndromes to create success for these children were not being applied to my six-year old son in the 
school district. My son's needs went by unaddrcssed for 1.5 years of kindergarten (he had to repeat). To 
put a disabled child into a classroom without the supports that work for the specific impairment i6 to 
abuse the child - the idea is to bridge the educational gap that exists so that the impaired child can get 
the curriculum goals other children can ordinarily get on their own, but the impaired child cannot 
cannot - this takes specialized supports, techniques specific to each disability, which there are many 
children with various disabilities (a very individual thing, some brain, some developmental, etc.). If this is 
not happening, the child's educational and developmental goals fall grossly behind, as my son's 
consistently did. Quality education is the issue here - it has become too broad a business, children's needs 
not being met.

2. These children with the birth defect/brain injury syndromes are volatile and preventable 
secondary characteristics begin to occur if there children are not appropriately addressed according the 
needs of the disability - this occurred for my six-year old son in his first kindergarten year in Juneau.
When it was occurring throughout his second year again, I had to remove him from the school setting.

3. When I tried to get into a home school correspondence situation for my son to use the 
known devised strategies for the disability myself) I became #723 on the waitlist for one; told there is a 
chance of not getting to participate in any of the correspondence programs I applied to. These programs 
are not treated as the school district where i f  a new student is in need the funding becomes available to 
them. They shut us all out after the funding allowable cutoff date occurs, and let us know there is no 
guarantee we will ever get to participate. There is no room in charter schoolsftunding issue^

4. I cannot afford to home school my child alone and need a voucher system so that I cm 
receive the money the district ordinarily would receive. I am the low income, single parent household. I 
face many difficult crossroads such as, do I educate my child or keep letting his needs go by unaddrcssed 
because of the demands of American life to where he will not be able to have a quality life when the age 
and time arrives? This pulls at my heart and the hearts of many parents and I have had to make desperate 
and difficult choices. I need the resources to help me educate my impaired child in the home.

Please allow this bill to be given great merit and be scheduled for a hearing and moved on 
seriously for consideration on the floors. Your understanding is appreciated in the lives of our impaired 
children, so that they can be worked with to see What their latent potentials might be capable of doing, 
instead of an Ignorant, unpassionate, understaffed with disability specialists and unimpassioned ideas to 
help these impaired children type of education system. This is very serious peril for these children. If 
there is the better thing to help parents - the child receives the better thing in life than the lesser that must 
be looked towards with only desire, unable for us to touch. Then, we have to deal with the state waitlist 
to even get resources to get the child to a special developmentally assistive clinic known to help these
c h i ld r e n  w h i l e  t h e y  m rc s t i l l  y o u n g ,  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e i r  l ife . T h e  w a i t l i s t s  in  t h e s e  a h e m a t iv e f i  
show there is very true needs occurring here. Your consideration is greatly appreciated b  these serious 
matters.

Thank you.-v n  Box 34711
D f r v v l f f '  Juneau, AK 99803-47U

Joan Dangeli 586-2765

Re: HJR 6 - To Amend the Constitution for Education
Dear Representative Therriauh,
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Committee Meetings H

(S)FINANCE
Mar 3 F r id a y  9 :00  AM

=+SB 95 SCHOOL GRADE LEVELS
=+SB 105 PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING

+SB 198 INCREASE BASE ALLOCATION FOR EDUCATION
+SB 244 QUALITY SCHOOL GRANT FUND INCREASE

B i l l s  P re v io u s ly  H eard /Scheduled

STANDING COMMITTEE *
SENATE FINANCE 532

TELECONFERENCED 
TELECONFERENCED 
TELECONFERENCED 
TELECONFERENCED

(H)JUDICIARY
Mar 3 F rid a y 1:00 PM

STANDING COMMITTEE 
CAPITOL 120

+HB 310 ALASKA INSURANCE GUARANTY ASSOCIATION
+HB 284 UNINSURED MOTOR VEHICLE INSURANCE
+HB 378 WORKERS COMP AND WORKER SAFETY

{ B ill  Postponed to  3/6}
{Pending R e fe rra l}
B i l l s  P re v io u s ly  H eard/Scheduled

TELECONFERENCED
TELECONFERENCED
TELECONFERENCED

(H)RESOURCES
Mar 3 F rid a y  1:00 PM

- -  M eeting C anceled —
B i l l s  P re v io u s ly  H eard /Scheduled

STANDING COMMITTEE 
CAPITOL 124

(S)COMMUNITY & REGIONAL AFFAIRS 
Mar 3 F r id a y  1:30 PM

No M eeting Scheduled

STANDING COMMITTEE 
FAHRENKAMP 203

(H)FINANCE STANDING COMMITTEE £
Mar 3 F rid a y  1:30 PM HOUSE FINANCE 519

+SB 7 INCREASE LAND GRANT TO UNIV. OF ALASKA TELECONFERENCED
= HB 218 MUSEUM ACQUISITION OF UNCLAIMED PROPERTY

{ B ill Held Over From 2/28}
B i l l s  P re v io u s ly  H eard/Scheduled

(S)JUDICIARY STANDING COMMITTEE
Mar 3 F rid a y  1:30 PM BELTZ 211

B i l l s  P re v io u s ly  H eard /Scheduled TELECONFER.

(S)RESOURCES STANDING COMMITTEE
Mar 3 F r id a y  3:00 PM BUTROVICH 205

= SB 273 OIL SPILL RESPONSE; NONTANK VESSELS & RR
B i l l s  P re v io u s ly  H eard /Scheduled

(H)LABOR & COMMERCE 
Mar 3 F r id a y 3:15 PM

STANDING COMMITTEE 
CAPITOL 17

*+HB 398 LIFE AND HEALTH INSURANCE GUARANTY ASSN
+HB 224 PERA: NOTICE BEFORE STRIKE

B i l l s  P re v io u s ly  H eard /Scheduled

TELECONFERENCED
TELECONFERENCED

H)FINANCE 
Mar 4 S a tu rd a y 9 :0 0  AM

STANDING COMMITTEE J 
HOUSE FINANCE 519

I of 10 3/3/00 8:40 AM
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. . . rr :bonference Announcement• ■ ■ ■ ■

TCN: 10157
D ate: March 08, 2000 1:15 PM 

R o o m :
S p o n s o r :  EXEC: DEPARTMENT OF H&SS, DFYS 
P u r p o s e :  PUB
A g e n d a :  PROPOSED REGULATION CHANGES REGARDING

1: LICENSURE OF RESIDENTIAL PSYCIATRIC TREATMENT 
CENTERS

S p o n s o r  R e m a r k s :

FAIRBANKS Teleconference Announcement

TCN: 10514
D ate: March 08, 2000 1:30 PM

S p o n s o r :  SCRA: COMMUNITY & REGIONAL AFFAIRS
P u r p o s e :
A g e n d a :

PUB
1: HB 133 VOTER APPROVAL OF SERVICE AREA CHANGES 
3: SB 284 FALSE CLAIMS AGAINST STATE OR MUNI.
2: HB 340 KETCHIKAN INDIAN CORPORATION AS A RHA

S p o n s o r  R e m a r k s :

....... . .

leconference Announcement

TCN: 10508
D ate: March 08, 2000 3:15 PM

A d d r e s s f f l H m m ^
R o o m :

S p o n s o r :  HL&C: LABOR & COMMERCE 
P u r p o s e :  PUB
A g e n d a :  2: HB 422 WORKERS' COMPENSATION:DRUGS & ALCOHOL 

4: Bills previously heard/scheduled
1: HB 334 CHARGE FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT QUOTA 
3: HB 419 WORKERS' COMPENSATION

S p o n s o r  R e m a r k s :

r-jj-d

6 of 7 3/3/00 8:35 AM
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ice Announcement

FAIRBANKS Teleconference Announcement
■

TCN: 10479 ,

D ate :  March 03, 2000 1:30 PM
S p o n s o r :  SJUD: JUDICIARY
P u r p o s e :  PUB
A g e n d a :  1: Bill Previously Heard or Scheduled

S p o n s o r  R e m a r k s :

Teleconference Announcements

TCN: 10472
D ate :  March 03, 2000 9:00 AM

R o o m :
S p o n s o r :  SFIN: FINANCE 
P u r p o s e :  PUB
A g e n d a :  1: SB 95 SCHOOL GRADE LEVELS

2: SB 105 PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING
3: SB 198 INCREASE BASE ALLOCATION FOR EDUCATION
4: SB 244 QUALITY SCHOOL GRANT FUND INC REASE

S p o n s o r  R e m a r k s :

onie

TCN: 10468
D ate :  March 03,2000 1:00 PM 

S p o n s o r :  HJUD: JUDICIARY 
P u r p o s e :  PUB
A g e n d a :  2: HB 284 UNINSURED MOTOR VEHICLE INSURANCE

1: HB 310 ALASKA INSURANCE GUARANTY ASSOCIATION 
3: HB 378 WORKERS COMP AND WORKER SAFETY

S p o n s o r  R e m a r k s :

I of 7 3/3/00 8:35 AM
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To: All members o f the State House and Senate Finance and 
Health, Education and SS Committees
From: Carter (Sally to some) Crawford, Member Chamber 
University Committee 2/28 Page 1 o f 2
YOU HAVE HEARD THE NEED

NOW FIND THE MONEY

UA EDUCATION IS AN INVESTMENT THAT PAYS 
DIVIDENDS TO ALASKA PERMANENTLY!

Thank you any and all efforts to find this investment

K eaum e is convinced A laska 
c a n ’t  e s ta b lish  a  s ig n ifican t 
high-tech  in d u stry  w ith o u t a 
s tro n g  university  system . H e 
no ted  n a tio n a l so ftw are  and  
pharm aceu tica l firm s located in

B oston and A nn Arbor, Mich., 
hom e to m ajor univeisities.

T h e  U n iv e rs ity  o f A laska 
system  could be th e  best bet for 
th e  fu tu re , R eaum e said, bu t 
w ould need increased invest­
m e n t since “as  an  institu tion  
it’s  been crippled,” be said.

O th er universities, like the 
U niversity  o f California Los 
Angeles and the University of 
R ochester in New York, have 
liccfcd up the ir programs, he said.

In  A lask a  it  w ould firs t 
req u ire  building and  stu d en t 
h o u sin g  rep a irs , followed by 
p u m p in g  u p  two o r th ree  
d ep artm en ts  w ith  leading pro­
fessors, perhaps in m ining sci­
ences, arctic engineering and 
biotechnology, h e  said.

P a y o u t from  th e  change 
could tak e  several y ears  b u t 
could  a t t r a c t  m ore s tu d e n ts  
an d  opportunities, he added.

“I  th in k  it’s  w orth  investigat­
in g ,” G oldsm ith said . “I f  we 
don’t  p u t m oney in  th e  universi­
ty  system  we do a  disservice to 
th e  n ex t generation ."



Page 2: Crawford to Finance and Education
I am no student o f the budget so it is difficult for me to know 
where to find the $16.9 million. I know you can.
I certainly support the 60 day session idea, and I was one o f the 
few who voted to cap the PFD. However in my neighborhood the 
reason was simply greed. No one wanted to give up even a little to 
get a long-term payout. I really do not think they understood it.
I also supp ort the new Higher Education Tax-Deferred Account, 
but want more provisions in it to restrict its use outside Alaska.
I f  it is illegal to require the money be spent only in the state, can 
we put a penalty on its withdrawal for out o f state use prior to age
59 l/2?

For the record, the $25,000 payout is not the solution. I agree with 
every objection. However I have not seen anyone mention the 
impact this would have on local retailers. Without this infusion 
every Oct., many businesses that rely on the PFD to jump-start the 
important 4th quarter sales would suffer enormously.
Thank you for listening.”



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the y  > ^  ^  L —
committee name

committee on  -------------------------------------------  dated  —----------- -----------------
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to  the /F itf
committee name

committee on - . 312 _____________   dated _  3/V /  <? O&co •
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Testifier O
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âs-tevo a  ft Rtasca. A\x\vE, GmiWoj âdooA<̂> cu\d mO  
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From : DGNNA MATTHEWS PHONE No. : 907 243 4714 M ar.04 2000 6:08PM

To the H ouse F inance Com m ittee
I am also faxing this testim ony because J abbreviated it in order to present w ithin the 
one-m inute lim it im posed on those o f  us who testified in Anchorage. I now  see  by 
looking at G avel to G avel that you are not restricting others to one m inute, so  I 
respectfully submit these com m ents.

J am D onna M atthews, E xecutive Director o f  M useum s Alaska, a m em ber organization o f  
m useum s, m useum  professionals, and museum supporters.

We are relieved that you are no longer considering eliminating the budget for the 
Sheldon Jackson Museum. Nor are you considering moving the collection to another 
location. But we are still concerned that you are considering a budget cut of 20%— 
$56,000—that means that the Sheldon Jackson Museum will be closed for 2 months.

Do you know w hat a  2-m onth closure m eans In this M useum ?

The collection—Alaska’s premier ethnographic collection valued at more than $13.5 
million dollars—will be at risk from all the lurking pests, systems failures, human 
errors and evils that can threaten valuable objects. Even the best intentions of a 
skeleton staff will not be comparable to the diligence of the FOUR staff (2 = 
professionally-trained museum staff; 2 = security/visitor services) who now care for 
this incomparable treasure.

There will be no revenue from program or admissions during that 2 months, n ">r will 
there be opportunities to plan and develop programs to generate revenue during that 
time. But you stated in intent language last year, that this Museum should increase its 
program receipts, and you propose this year that the Museum earn an additional 
$30,000 in program receipts. How can a facility increase program receipts when it is 
closed for l/6th of the year?

Do you know w hat the Sheldon Jackson M useum m eans to all of us?
This Museum is as comprehensive a representation of Alaska’s cultural heritage as you 
will find.

Continued, next page

Testimony of Donna Matthews, 907-243-4714, March 4,2000, House Finance Committee



From : DONNA MATTHEWS PHONE No. : 907 243 4714 Mar. 04 2000 6:09PM P02

Continued from preceding page

• At J 11 years, The Sheldon Jackson is the oldest museum in the State. It is a statewide 
facility that provides educaliona? and curatorial services all around the State..

• This Museum provides hands-on objects to schools and libraries and tourism groups 
all over the State. Last year, 10,590 people handled these objects—and even more 
visited the Museum in person.

• The collection is the most historically significant in the State. Its Alaska Native 
artifacts arc among the oldest and highest r* ality.

• Even the building is historically significant. It is the first concrete structure erected in 
Alaska and is on the National Register of Historic Places.

Do you know  why th is c u t is before you?
Last year, you proposed in intent language that the Museum become self-supporting. 
This language was vetoed by the Governor. We beiieve that you did not have all the 
information you needed to make a sound recommendation about this Museum at that 
time. AND we know that you do not have all the information now. This budget cut 
came to you from the Governor’s office because Education Dept, staff wanted to avoid 
your closing the Mur.eum. That is laudable, but no one who participated in this 
recommendation is a trained museum professional who knows what the real impact of 
this closure means to Alaska’s most valuable cultural heritage collection. That impact 
is significant and may potentially damage the collection and will surely have a negative 
effect on the quality of this greit Museum.

Museums Alaska urges you to remo\ t this cut from your budget consideration until you 
have all the information you need to make a sound decision for the future of this 
remarkable and valuable Alaska cultural heritage resource. Sheldon Jackson initiated his 
collecting for this museum because he was appalled by the mass exodus of Alaska’s 
objects to museums and collectors in the rest of the United Stales. He understood this 
vision: that if the “stu ff’ isn’t here for us to see, to hold, to share, our children, our 
visitors, our future generations will not know who wc are and what we did here.

Testimony of Donna Matthews, 907-243-4714, March 4,2000, House Finance Committee
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E l i z a b e t h  P o n t t i  E n f e m i o ,  M A ,  R P A  
P . O .  B o x  9 0 7  

K o d i a k ,  A K  9 9 6 1 5  
( 9 0 7 )  4 8 6 - 7 0 0 4 ,  F A X  ( 9 0 7 )  4 8 6 - 7 0 4 8  

l i b b y @ e a g l e . p t i a l a s k a . n e t

February 28,2000

R epresen tative E ldon M ulder 
FAX (907) 465-3518

D ear R epresen tative M ulder,

I am  w riting  you  because I am  concerned about the status o f the 
Sheldon Jackson M useum . I strongly urge you to su pp ort continued  fu n d in g  
of th is w onderfu l and historic m useum . You m igh t no t realize how  great an  
im pact the Sheldon Jackson M useum  has across the state  of Alaska. O n m an y  
occasions I have u sed  the m useum 's H ands-O n Loan program , both  for staff 

tra in in g  and for en richm ent here at the A iutiiq M useum  in  Kodiak. I h a v e  

found th is service invaluable - now here else can m useum  professionals so 
easily access m aterials such as these on a loan basis. P rogram s such as these 
serve ru ra l A laska and should continue to be supported  at their curren t level.
I h o pe  you  w ill reconsider your position  and  vo te to  preserve this state 
treasu re .

Sincerely,

E lizabeth P. Eufem io 
C ollections M anager 
A iu tiiq  M useum

mailto:libby@eagle.ptialaska.net


From : DONNA MATTHEUS PHONE No. : 907 243 4714 Feb .28 2000 8:00AM

Representative Eldon Mulder, Alaska State Legislature

I am an Anchorage resident and an ardent supporter of Alaska's cultural heritage. I write 
to urge you to reject any cuts to the tr ,rlget for the state’s museums and especially to 
voice my concern over proposals that a*e being suggested to cut or eliminate funding for 
the Sheldon Jackson Museum.

Unfortunately, most of the objects of our history (Native and non-native) have left Alaska. 
Those of ue who are concerned about our great cultural heritage can still, however, point 
with pride and enthusiasm to the Sheldon Jackson Museum in Sitka as one of the most 
significant repositories of our history still remaining in the state.
These are some of the reasons why I urge you to continue responsible support for this 
important cultural institution:
• The Sheldon Jackson Museum is charged by statute with collecting and 

preserving the evidence of Alaska’s past and providing programs to educate 
the public and to assist small museums around the state.
The Alaska State Museums (Juneau and Sitka) are charged by statute (AS 
14.57.010) with collecting and preserving the evidence of Alaska’s past and providing 
programs to educate the public and to assist small museums around the state. T M  
staff has experienced a 41% cut since F Y 1986. With less money than was 
appropriated in 1986, the Museum is required to care for and administer a collection 
valued at millions of dollars.

• The Sheldon Jackson Museum Is a statewide facility, providing educational 
services to schools and libraries all around Alaska. Its collection formed the nucleus for 
the highly regarded Yup’ik Masks exhibition that traveled throughout Alaska and 
nationally to great acclaim. One of Its most far reaching programs is the Hands-on 
Loan program. Over a one-year period 10,590 people (other than Museum visitors) 
had the opportunity to interact with these materials in their schools, libraries, local 
museums and through exhibits on board ships.

• The Sheldon Jackson Museum is an Important visitor destination.
In 1999 the Museum served 18,872 people. There were 9579 general public visitors; 
4034 were visitors coming through on bus tours. Forty-five researchers made use of 
the Museum’s collections.

• The Sheldon Jackson Museum is important in the story of our state’s history. At
111 years, The Sheldon Jackson is the oldest museum In the state. The building that 
houses the Museum's’ collection Is the first concrete structure ever built in Alaska, Its 
significance is recognized by placement on the National Register of Historical Places. 
The collection of objects at the Sheldon Jackson Museum is acknowledged ?*s the 
most important ethnographic collection in the state.

Our museums and cultural centers care for our cultural objects so that we can share our 
stories with our children and our visitors, and we can explain and describe ourselves to 
future generations. We rely on objects to help us tell the story of what we have been and 
what we might become. I hope you will reject any cuts to the budget for the state’s 
museums.
Donna Matthews 
B916 Gloralee St 
Anchorage AK 
907-243-4714
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9541 Victor Road 
Anchorage, AK 99515 
25 February 2000

VTA FAX

Rep. Eldon Mulder 465-3518 
Rep. Lisa Murkowski 465-2293 
Rep. Jolin Coghill 465-3258 
Rep. Andrew Halcro 465-2418 
Rep. Sharon Cissna 465-4588 
Rep. Jeannette James 465-2381 
Rep. Reggie Joule 465-4586

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I was distressed to hear of the proposed $56,000 reduction of the Sheldon Jackson Museum’s 
funding. I understand that the Department o f Education’s proposal for this cut was a response to 
a legislator’s mi ^apprehension that the State has two museums, which I am quite sure you know is 
not the case.

The acquisition o f the Sheldon Jackson Museum by the Alaska State Museum was a major step in 
assuring the preservation, in perpetuity, for the benefit o f the people of the State, of a truly major 
collection of literally irreplaceable anthropological materials. The present decision appears to 
place that collection under a significant and unacceptable threat.

I urge you to either press the Department of Education to find other, less damaging, places to 
make cuts in its budget, or, failing that, adding funds to that budget to correct the problem,

Sincere^-.

Charles E. Diters
Former Chair, Alaska State Museum 

Collections Advisory Committee
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Aiutiiq Museum
and Archaeological Repository
215 Mission Road. Suite 10L Kodiak. AlwJca 99615
(907) -486-700-1 Fas: (907) 486-7048 E-mail: alutiiq2@ptialaski.net

Honorable Eldon Mulder 
Honorable Lisa Murkowski

Alaska House of Representatives 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: Funding for Sheldon Jackson Museum

February 28,2000

Dear Representatives Mulder and Murkowski,

I am writing to express our most serious concern with your proposal to close the 
Sheldon Jackson Museum in Sitka. This wonderful facility and its professional staff have 
been an outstanding resource for small museums like ours. We have relied on their 
experience in rural Alaska to help us serve our remote community. They have set an 
outstanding example and their hard work deserves recognition not termination.
Moreover, it is simply not appropriate for all o f Alaska's treasures to be stored in urban 
centers. Rural Alaska's heritage should not be removed front its home simply because it 
is more convenient. Both state and federal historic preservation laws recognize he 
importance o f curating objects in the communities they most closely reflect. Sheldon 
Jackson’s collection may be from across Alaska, but it reflects the development of Sitka 
and is a cornerstone of the community's history.

I urge you to maintain fUnding for the Sheldon Jackson Museum. Rural Alaska 
deserves access to the objects o f it heritage. The collection belongs in Sitka where it can 
continue to educate and inspire the community and its visitors. Closing it would be a 
tragedy, I cannot believe that Alaska would mortgage its heritage in such a way.

Siifcerely,

Amy'Steffian 
Deputy Director /  Curator

cc. Bruce Kato, Chief Curator, Alaska State Museum, Juneau 
Kristen Griffin, Board Chair, Sheldon Jackson Museum, Sitka

The Aiutiiq Museum is funded and Rovrmed by the members of the Aiutiiq Hentî e Founditloo; Afojiwk Native Corporation, Akhbk-Kijuyak Incorporated, Kodiak aw Native Aasoditlon, 
Xoma# Incorporated, iclsnol Incorporated, Natives of Kodiak Incorporated, Old Harbor Native Corporation, and Ourlnkle Native Corporation.

mailto:alutiiq2@ptialaski.net
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Hames Corp.
H am es C orp .
1847 H alibut P o in t Rd. 
Sitka, AK 9?jJ3S

Phone: 907,747,4044 
Fax: 907.747.7952 
E-mail:
rogerham es@ seam arr.co m

F a c s im ile

To: S e n a t o r  E ldon  M ulder ,  C h a ir
H o u se  F in a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  th e
E d u c a t io n  B u d g e t  

@ Fax: 9 0 7 - 4 6 5 - 3 5 1 8  
F rom : R o g er  L. H a m e s
D ate: M onday , F e b ru a ry  2 8 ,  2 .000  @  9 :2 9  AM 
Re: S h e ld o n  J a c k s o n  M u s e u m
P a g e s :  1, in c lu d in g  th is

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M ulder ,
I a m  w r i t in g  to  in fo rm  y o u  th a t  I s t ro n g ly  o p p o s e  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p a r t  t im e  c lo s u re  of 

t h e  S h e ld o n  J a c k s o n  M u s e u m ,  o n e  of A la sk a 's  tWo s t a t e  m u s e u m s .  T h e  s t a t e  m u s e u m s  
a r e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  of A la s k a 's  e d u c a t io n a l  s y s te m .  T h ey  a r e  a l s o  im p o r t a n t  e c o n o m ic  
r e s o u r c e s ,  s e rv in g  o u r  s t a t e w id e  v is i to r  industry ..  T h e  p r o p o s e d  c lo s u r e  o f  th e  S h e ld o n  
J a c k s o n  M u s e u m  will r e d u c e  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u ca t io n  a n d  Early  D e v e lo p m e n t  b u d g e t  
by  on ly  $ 5 6 , 0 0 0  b u t  will h u r t  o u r  reg ion  by c a u s i n g  th e  lo s s  of p e r m a n e n t  full t im e  jo b s

r e s o u r c e  a v a i la b le  to  t h e  p u b l ic .  T h is  lo s s  will b e  felt by t h o u s a n d s  of A la s k a n s  w ho 
b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  p r o g r a m s  of t h e  S h e ld o n  J a c k s o n  M u s e u m .

a n d  r e s t r i c t i n g  p u b l ic  a c c e s s  to  a n  i m p o r t a n t  v is i to r  d e s t in a t io n .  It will a l s o  p re v e n t  th e  
m u s e u m  f ro m  b e in g  u s e d  a s  it w a s  in te n d e d :  a s  a  s t a te w id e  e d u c a t io n a l  a n d  cu l tu ra l

S in ce re ly ,

TOTAL P .01
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