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April 06. 1999

Written Testimony from the City of Point Hope 
Mayor Caroline P. Cannon 
P.O. Box 169
Point Hope, Alaska 99766 
Telephone: (907) 308-2537

In response to memos received front Department o! Community and Regional Affairs and Alaska 
Municipal l eague informing each respective entities that will be clTccted by budget eats focused on Rural 
areas dependent on the Department of Community and Regional Affairs (DCRA) lor technical support 
needed throughout the year.

All small communities rely on DCRA for training new stall'since the city entities have staff changes 
continuously, due to shortage of funds by the beginning of the year, or no increase of pay because the city 
budget is small that the village arc unable to give any pay increases. Continuation of Regional 
Offices arc vital to our community. Without our Individual Regional Offices wc would not function the 
way the Slate of Alaska requires that the smaller villages operate with all the regulations and codes that 
the villages arc required to keep up to dale.

DCRA staff are our right arm and if you amputate our right arm we will become handicapped and you 
(the State ofAlHskn) will have to take major responsibility lor our community. If that is taken away from 
us we would not Ik* able to keep our pride and handle our own sovereign rights as a community. We 
require continuous advise from DCRA mid over all training done by your staff under the Department of 
Community and Regional Affairs should be recognized.

I formally oppose the 1IB40 which would combine the Department of Community and Regional Affairs 
and the Department ol Commerce. Combining these two would impact technical support we receive year 
round from DCRA. We require intense training since change overs in villages arc like the seasons, and 
without DCRA here for us we would not have the ability to receive adequate training for staff and council 
members, This would be like slow suicide for villages. We arc unable to increase pay nr receive any 
health benefits and that is part of the reason for change overs.

DCRA not only assist us with the tcchnicul training but this department assists us with State Laws, Roles, 
and procedures. Knowledge and training on budget requirement, and accounting skills. If we have 
limited resources
o f applicants applying for a position - DCRA trains new hires on procedures ami requirements, and 
accounting skills. Rural communities do not have funds to send every new hire out to train so DCRA 
assist us via telephone or onsite visits.

Ifyou eliminate this resource from us wc will Jmve improper reporting done, accounting reports would not 
be correct, funds available to us would not make it to us. We strongly oppose IIIJ40 and please do not 
make us handicapped.

Thank you.
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April 06. 1999

Written Testimony from the City of Point Hope 
Mayor Caroline P. Cannon 
P.O. Hox 169
Point Hope, Alaska 99766 
Telephone: (907) 368-2537

In response to memos received from Depart in cut of Community and Regional A flairs and Alaska 

Municipal League informing each respective entities that will be effected by budget cuts focused on Rural 

areas dependent on (lie Municipal Revenue Sharing funds which is given by the State which mny look 

like a minor portion to them hut this fund is vital to our community. This is what the City of Point Hope 

depend on yearly to assist us in operational costs.

My opposition to eliminate the Municipal Revenue Sharing Program by the House finance Committee is 

very strong and s lu r 1 'ml Iw taken from us. It the decision is made to eliminate this program you would 

be jeopardizing our t ' .lily to continue to keep our City Ollice open on a regular schedule. It is bad 

enough thal wc are facing dramatic budget cuts horn all directions and these budget cuts are impacting us 

economically.

Please consider the small communities that rely on the Municipal Revenue Sharing Programs, we do need 

this funding so, please reconsider leaving this fund open lor all Rural Communities. '1 lie Slate of Alaska 

wished for Rural Communities to organize a city government now you want to close the doors tor the 

Rural governments? If these doors nrc closed wc will have to consider going back to our tribal 

governments to continue serving our community.

Wc arc requesting that the Municipal Revenue Sharing Programs not he eliminated! We the Rural 

Communities need this funding so please reconsider your direction you are voting for.

Thank you.

Caroline P. Cannon, Mayor City of Point Hope
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Alaska State Legislature

P l e a s e  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  m y  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e ______________________

c o m m i t t e e  n a m e

c o m m i t t e e  o n  . B u d g e t  -  T o b a c c o    > d a t e d  A p r i l  1 5 ,  1 9 9 9 _______________  .

bill/subject

G re e t in g s :

T h e  d e v a s ta t in g  p ro b le m s  a s s o c ia te d  w i th  u s in g  to b a c c o  -  s m o k in g  a n d  c h e w in g  - m u s t  b e  a d d r e s s e d  - n o w !

W ith  m il l io n s  o f  d o l la r s  r e c e iv e d  f r o m  th e  h e a v y  s t a te  t a x  ( $  I p e r  p a c k )  a n d  th e  n a t io n a l  to b a c c o  s e t t l e m e n t  ( $ 2 5  

m il l io n  p e r  y e a r  fo r  2 5  y e a r s ) ,  th is  m o n e y  w a s  o r ig in a l ly  in te n d e d  to  g o  to w a rd  F I X I N G  A l a s k a ’s  s m o k in g  

a d d ic t io n  e p id e m ic .  M o re  th a n  7 7 %  o f  A la s k a n s  w a n t  to  s e e  t ’.e  s e t t le m e n t  g o  to w a r d s  to b a c c o  p r e v e n t io n  a n d  

c e s s a t io n  p ro g ra m s ,  A la s k a  m u s t  t a k e  d r a s t ic  a c t io n  to  re d u c e  th e  u s e  o f  to b a c c o  e s p e c ia l ly  in  ru r a l  

c o m m u n it ie s .  P r e v e n tio n  n o w  is  a  g o o d  in v e s tm e n t.  I t  i s  c o s t ly  t o  h a v e  to  m e d ic a te  th o s e  s u f f e r in g  f ro m  th e  

d i s a s t r o u s  i l ln e s s e s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  to b a c c o  u s e r s .  G o o d  p re v e n t io n  n o w  m e a n s  f a r  le s s  c o s t s  i n  th e  fu tu re .

T h e  s t a te s  o f  C a l i fo rn ia  a n d  F lo r id a  a r e  r e p o r t in g  e x c e l le n t ,  p o s i t iv e  r e s u l ts  in  r e d u c in g  th e  u s e  o f  to b a c c o  in  

th e i r  s ta te s .  R e p o r te r s  in d ic a te  e x te n s iv e  m e d ia  c a m p a ig n s  h a v e  c o n tr ib u te d  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  to  y o u th  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  

th e  r e d u c t io n  o f  u s e  b y  y o u th  c a n  b e  d i r e c t ly  a t t r ib u ta b le  to  tb e  h ig h  p ro f i le  m e d ia  c a m p a ig n s .  T h e s e  m e d ia  

c a m p a ig n s  a r c  c o s t ly  b u t  n o t  n e a r ly  a s  c o s t ly  a s  h a v in g  to  t re a t  th o s e  s u f f e r in g  io b a c c o - r c la lc d  d is e a s e s .

T h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  s t ro n g ly  s u p p o r t e d  th e  in c r e a s e d  s ta te  t a x  o n  to b a c c o  d id  s o  w ith  th e  b e l i e f  a  s ig n i f ic a n t  p o r t io n  

7 /o u ld  b e  u s e d  to  d ire c tly  a d d r e s s  th e  n e e d  to  p r o v id e  p r e v e n t io n /c e s s a t io n  in f o r m a t io n  f o r  y o u th  a n d  a d u lts .  A s  

a  c o m m u n ity  s e rv ic e ,  o u r  T V  s t e l i o n s  in  S i tk a  a n d  J u n e a u  c o n tr ib u te  v a lu a b le  t e le v is io n  t im e  to  p r o m o te  to b a c c o  

u s e  p r e v e n t io n .  W e  a re  a ls o  s p e n d in g  h o u r s  d e v e lo p in g  a  C E R T I F I E D  T O B A C C O  P R E V E N T I O N  

S P E C IA L I S T  p r o g r a m  I t  i s  g o in g  to  t a k e  a  lo t  m o r e  in v e s tm e n t  th a n  p r o v id in g  a  f e w  P S A ’s  in  th e  m e d ia .

P le a s e  c o n s id e r  a llo c a t in g  a t  l e a s t  $ 8  m il l io n  d o l la r s  t o w a r d  to b a c c o  c o n tro l  p r o g r a m s  - a  p u r p o s e  fo r  w h ic h  th e  

m o n e y  h a s  b e e n  re ce iv e d . A s  d o  m o s t ,  I h a v e  s e v e ra l  f r ie n d s  a n d  fa m ily  m e m b e rs  h a u n te d  b y  to b a c c o  a d d ic t io n  

P le a s e  d o  y o u r  d u ty  b y  h e lp in g  to  k e e p  o th e r s  f r o m  b e g in n in g  o r  c o n tin u in g  th e  u s e  o f  to b a c c o .

S in c e re ly ,  D r .  D a n  E tu la in

Testifier

Representing (Optional)
 5 2 0  L a k e  S t r e e t ,  S i t k a

Address
7 4 7 - 8 2 0 0 ____________________

Phone No.

9/M UgoUdvn kitormabofi Offict

TOTAL P .01
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April 15, 1999

to: S e n a t o r  Parnell and Senator Torgerson:

from:Jerry Slay N e w h a l e n  City Clerk

Please find following a draft council resolution that in all probability 
will be passed at the next council meeting. It is followed b y  a list 
of voters sup p o r t i n g  the resolution. You might note that all of the 
council members and the Mayor have signed their support.

I hope this w i l l  do some good in influencing the finance committee 
to restore our r e v e n u e  share funding. The city c o u ncil plans to 
testify by teleconf e r e n c e  at 6:00 tonight.

thank you for your efforts.

OfrSI IAS A06 'ON m A X I O ' K S I V H M  W d  5 3 : 1  f l H X  6 6 - S I - S d V
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A p r i l  1 3 ,  1 9 9 9

A l a s k a  S t a r e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
S t a t e  C a p i t a l  B u i l d i n g  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1

RE: E l i m i n a t i o n  o f  S t a t e  R e v e n u e  S h a r i n g  F u n d i n g

T o  t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e :

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  W h i t e  M o u n t a i n ,  w e .  t h e  W h i t e  M o u n t a i n  C i t y  C o u n c i l ,  w i s h  t o  

e x p r e s s  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E ld o n  M u l d e r 's  p r o p o s i t i o n  t o  e l i m i n a t e  S t a t e  R e v e n u e  S h a r i n g  

f u n d i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  S t a t e  f i s c a l  y e a r .

T h o u g h  t h i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f u n d i n g  h a s  b e e n  c u t  b y  7 0 9 6  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t e n  y e a r s ,  i t  r e m a i n s  t h e  p r i m a r y  

s o u r c e  o f  f u n d i n g  t h a t  e n a b l e s  t h e  C i ty  o f  W h i t e  M o u n t a i n ,  a n d  i n d e e d  o t h e r  r u r a l  m u n  . c i p a l i t i e s ,  t o  o p e r a t e  

o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s .

F o r  f i s c a l  y e a r  1 9 9 9 ,  t h e  C i ty  o f  W h i t e  M o u n t a i n  r e c e i v e d  $ 3 6 , 0 7 2 . 0 0  i n  S t a t e  R e v e n u e  S h a r i n g  m o n i e s .  T o  

t h o s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a n d  s e n a t o r s  f r o m  u r b a n  A la s k a ,  t h i s  m a y  n o t  s e e m  l ik e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  o f  f u n d i n g ,  

b u t  f o r  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  r u r a l  A l a s k a ,  s u c h  a s  o u r s ,  w h i c h  r a i s e  o n  a v e r a g e  a  t o t a l  o f  5 7 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  i n  s a l e s  t a x  

r e v e n u e s ,  t h i s  i s  a  v i t a l  s o u r c e  o f  f u n d i n g .

S h o u l d  t h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  p a s s ,  A l a s k a  s  p o o r e s t  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i l l  b e  h i t  t h e  h a r d e s t .  T h e  C i ty  o f  W h i t e  M o u n t a i n  

h e a v i l y  r e l i e s  o n  S t a t e  R e v e n u e  S h a r i n g  f u n d i n g  f o r  o v e r  6 5 %  o f  a l l  G e n e r a l  F u n d  r e v e n u e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
S t a t e  R e v e n u e  S h a r i n g  f u n d i n g ,  t h e  m o n i e s  f r o m  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  A s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m  a n d  t h e  P a y m e n t  i n  L ie u  o l 

T a x e s  p r o g r a m  p r o v i d e  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  2 5 %  o f  G e n e r a l  F u n d  r e v e n u e s .

W i t h o u t  t h i s  f u n d i n g ,  t h e  C i ty  o f  W h i t e  M o u n t a i n  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  e v e n  t h e  m o s t  b a s i c  g o v e r n m e n t a l  
s e r v i c e s .  S e r v i c e s  s u c h  a s  p u b l i c  s a f e t y ,  r o a d s  a n d  l a n d f i l l  m a i n t e n a n c e  w i l l  n o  l o n g e r  b e  p r o v i d e d ,  a n d  

d e p a r t m e n t s  s u c h  a s  o u r  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  F i n a n c e ,  C i ty  C o u n c i l ,  S t r e e t s  a n d  R o a d s  a n d  H e a l t h  a n d  W e l f a r e  

S e r v i c e s  d e p a r t m e n t s  w i l l  b e  f o r c e d  t o  s h u t  d o w n .

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e x p o u n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  e v e r y  s t a t e  i n  t h e  U .S . s h a r e s  r e v e n u e s  w i t h  t h e i r  

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  b e c a u s e  i t s  t h e i r  s o l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  b a s i c  p u b l i c  

s e r v i c e s .  I f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a b a n d o n s  i t s  g e n e r a l  r e v e n u e  s h a r i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  i t  w a ll o n l y  w i d e n  t h e  g a p  
b e t w e e n  A l a s k a 's  “ h a v e "  a n d  “ h a v e  n o t "  c i t i z e n s ,  o r  b a s i c a l l y  i t s  " u r b a n i L a n d  " r u n * ! ’' c o m m u n i t i e s .

S IG N E D : J!. C U J U SIGNED:
M a r y  D . C h a r l e y ,  M a y o r

S IG N E D : R e S IG N E D :

S IG N E D :

T h o m a s  G r & y ,  S e c r e t a r y

. S IG N E D :

SIG N E D :

C a r l  B r o w n ,  M e m b e r

J 2 — A T T E S T :

L i n c o l n  S i m o n ,  M e m b e r

D a n i e l  H . H a r r e l s o n ,  V i c c - M a y o r

c
B e r g a m a s e t f i ,  J r . ,  T r e a

-r& gL
H o w a r d  L in c o l n ,  Member 

E s t h e r  L in c o l n ,  C i t y  C l e r k
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ALEUTIANS EAST BOROUGH
SER V IN G  T H E  CO M M U N ITIES  O F  

H  KING C O V E  ■ SA N D  POIN T ■ AKUTAN  ■ C O L D  BAY ■ F A L S E  P A S S  ■ N ELS O N  LAG O O N

April 15, 1999

Senator Sean Parnell by fax; 465-6592
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol -  Rm. 518 
Juneau, AK 9S301-1182

Dear Senator Parnell:

I am writing this letter in support of the full restitution of funding for the 
Revenue Sharing and Safe Communities Program. The recent action 
taken by the House to balance the budget on the backs of local 
government is unacceptable. You are well aware of the importance 
of the RS/SC money to communities of all sizes in this state. We 
have seen these fund diminishing since 1986 to the point that for 
many small, rural communities, they are the equivalent of life support 
in a hospital.

Raising taxes and increasing fees at a local level to make up for the 
loss of this funding is, in many cases, impossible. On the one hand 
there is just not enough tax base to do it, and on the other hand, for 
those of us that do tax, an increase in taxes may push us over the 
brink. The question here is not whether municipalities are sharing the 
burden of the state's loss of revenue, but whether local government 
can be viable within the state of Alaska. Restitution of less than the 
full amount of funding accomplishes nothing.

Sincerely,

Robert S. Juettner 
Administrator

RSJ:emn

□ CLERK/PLANNER 
P.O. BOX 349  
SAND POINT. AK 99661 
(307 ) 303 -2099  
(907 ) 36 3 -3496  FAX 
e-mail: A EBC LERKO ao l com

□ BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR 
1600 "A" STREET. SUITE 103 
ANCHOHAGE, AK 99501-5140 
(907 ) 274 -7555 
(907 ) 276 -7509 FAX 
e-mail: aaboroOgcl .net

□ FINANCE O IRECTOR 
P.O. BOX 49
KING COVE, ALASKA 99612 
(907 ) 497 -2588 
(907 ) 497 -2380 FAX

O  RESOURCE DEPARTMENT 
211 4TH STREET, SUITE 314 
JUNEAU. AK 99801 
(907 ) 586 -6655 
(907 ) 586 -0044 FAX 
e-mall: gmernl <9 ptiolaska.net 
e-mail: bQ iliOplialaska.net
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4/15/99

To: The Members of the Senate Finance Committee 

From: Michele Girault 3740 Reflection Dr. Anchorage 99504

Dear Senators,

I’m writing on behalf of Duane Read, a man 1 am guardian for, who happens to have a 
developmental disability.

I know you all have had a difficult decisions to make in regards to balancing a budget this 
year. However I am dismayed that once again I must write to implore you to fund services 
for those who experience disabilities.

I am requesting that the Governors amount of 965,000 be FULLY FUNDED. Restoring 
the 361,000 you have chosen to cut will help community programs to maintain a level of 
solvency which makes a huge difference to those of us who must utilize these services.

The community programs in this suite are excellent and the people they support some of the 
most needy.

PLEASE reconsider your decision. Restoring these funds will have a tremendous impact 
on those Alaskans who are most in need of cur support.

Thanks you for your consideration!
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TO: Senate Finance Committee Members
FROM : The Teen Family Center, a program o f Healthy Families Juneau 
RE: Proposed reduction to statewide Healthy Families funding 
DATE: April 15, 1999

We would like to request that this testimony be entered in the record for the Senate 
Finance Committee for the proposed Healthy Families Alaska budget for FYOO. Thank you vety 
much for you time and attention to this matter. We appreciate your support.
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April 15, 1999

Deai* Senate Finance Committee Member

We are the staff and clients of the Teen Family Center, a drop-in center for pregnant and 
parenting teens located in the Zach Gordon Youth Center in Juneau, AK. The binding for our 
center is the result of a grant written collaboratively by many social service agencies in Juneau, 
including Tlingit and Haida, Public Health, REACH, and Healthy Families Juneau. Healthy 
Families Juneau currently manages, staffs, and supervises the activities at our center. We are 
writing to strongly oppose the proposed budget cuts for Healthy Families Alaska in the fiscal year 
2000.

Teen pregnancy and teen parenting are not pleasant issues for the community to address. 
Often, teens who become pregnant and have children are made to feel ashamed, unsupported and 
discouraged. This discouragement can lead to a disengagement from social services, from much- 
needed education, and from healthy activities for their children. These are just a few of the 
reasons that the services provided by Healthy Families are so vital to teens who are facing 
parenthood. The strength-based model for developing healthy relationships between parents and 
their children used by Healthy Families encourages teens to build on the skills and strengths which 
they already possess, while also encouraging their desire for information and education about 
parenting. The home-visiting approach used by Healthy Families helps to ensure that vulnerable 
teen parents stay engaged in the many vital services they need, such as school/GED training, 
health care, and community activities.

Tliank you very much for your time and attention to this important matter. We are 
confident that you will help to ensure the health and future success of Alaska’s families and 
children by supporting Healthy Families Alaska in the fiscal year 2000.

Sincerely,

<£>OjOOLL̂>
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R i c k  M y s t r o m ,  

M a y o r

M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e

Municipal Health and Human Services Commission
8 2 5  "L" S t r e e t  

P .O .  B o x  1 9 6 6 5 0  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 9 - 6 6 5 0

liHp.7/www.ci.ancnorage.ak.us
T e l e p h o n e :

3 4 3 - 4 6 1 9

April 15, 1999

Honorable Sean Pamell 
Senate Finance Committee 
Juneau AK 99811

Dear Senator Pamell:

As Chair o f  the Municipality o f  Anchorage Health & Human Services Commission, I am writing 
to voice our concerns about the proposed demise o f revenue sharing and municipal support from 
the State.

We are opposed to this cut, which amounts to $17 million o f the Municipality o f Anchorage’s 
operating budget. The Mayor o f  Anchorage has stated that this budgetary gap would necessitate 
the elimination o f many positions throughout the Municipality.

As it is anticipated that a cut o f this magnitude would be shared across all o f the departments 
within the city, we are especially concerned that positions abolished in the already skeleton staff 
o f the Health and Human Services Department will jeopardize the public health o f the State’s 
largest aggregate o f Alaskans. Food safety and sanitation, animal control, air quality, disease 
prevention and control, and the very infrastructure that enables the largest city in the State to 
uphold the standards of public health would be at risk.

Together, the Municipality o f Anchorage and the State o f Alaska has worked to accomplish 
improvements in these areas. The State has acted as technical assistance for the services the city 
provides. Without the revenue sharing, Anchorage would need to look to the State for services, 
overloading an already scarce resource.

The Health & Human Services Commission is opposed to this proposed cut o f revenue sharing 
funds. In the interest o f  public health, we hope you will see clear to keep this funding intact.

Cathie Schumacher, Chair

cc: Rick Mystrom, Mayor
Mary Good, Director

http://www.ci.ancnorage.ak.us


CITY OF SAINT PAUL
P.O. BOX 901 

SAINT PAUL ISLAND, ALASKA 
99550-0901 

(907) 546-2331 
FAX (907) 546-3186

S T A T E M E N T  T O  T H E  S E N A T E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E  

B U D G E T  H E A R I N G  

A P R I L  1 5 ,  1 9 9 9

T h e  C i t y  c f  S a i n t  P a u l  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  

C o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e  r e - i n s t a t e m e n t  o f  S a f e  C o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  R e v e n u e  S h a r i n g  f u n d i n g .  

T h e s e  t w o  p r o g r a m s  a r e  c r u c i a l  t o  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  v i t a l  t o  e v e r y  c i t y  i n  A l a s k a .  In  

s o m e  c a s e s ,  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h i s  f u n d i n g  w o u l d  c a u s e  h a r d s h i p  t h a t  c o u l d  n o t  b e  r e m e d i e d .

S t .  P a u l  h a s  b e e n  l u c k y  t h i s  f i s c a l  y e a r  w i t h  t h e  o p i l i o  c r a b  s e a s o n  a n d  w e  e x p e c t  t o  

r e c e i v e  r e v e n u e  n o t  o r i g i n a l l y  f o r e c a s t  i n  o u r  b u d g e t  w o r k s h o p s  l a s t  f a l l .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  

C i t y  h a s  b e e n  d e f e r r i n g  m a i n t e n a n c e  o n  b u i l d i n g s ,  p o s t p o n i n g  p r o j e c t s ,  a n d  w a s  n o t  

w i s h i n g  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  s o .  W e  w e r e  t h r i l l e d  t h a t ,  f i s c a l l y ,  t h i n g s  w e r e  t a k i n g  a  t u r n  

f o r  t h e  b e t t e r .  N o w  w e  m a y  h a v e  t o  c o n s i d e r  p o s t p o n i n g  a g a i n .  I t  i s  n o t  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  

t o  p o s t p o n e  m a i n t e n a n c e  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  “r e p l a c e m e n t ” ! T h e  C i t y  s a v i n g  m o n e y  t o  

o f f s e t  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  c u t s  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  c o n s i d e r i n g  w o u l d  c r e a t e  s t a g n a t i o n .  It 

i s  a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  n o t  s a v e  e n o u g h  m o n e y  f r o m  t h i s  y e a r ' s  t a x  e a r n i n g s  t o  e v e n  

b e g i n  t o  c o v e r  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  y e a r  o f  r e v e n u e  s h a r i n g  a n d  m u n i c i p a l  a s s i s t a n c e  c u t s .

W e  f i n d  i t  h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t o r s  c a n  s i t  i n  s e s s i o n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h i s  

m e a s u r e  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  a l l  n o  d o u b t  a w a r e  o f  t h e  i m p a c t s  t h i s  w i l l  h a v e  in  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s ,  

i n  t h e i r  h o m e  t o w n s .  S u r e l y  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  p r o g r a m s  t o  g l e a n  f r o m  t h a t  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  

s u c h  a  d e t r i m e n t a l  a f f e c t  o n  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  T h i s  i s  a  s t a t e w i d e ,  f a i r l y  a d m i n i s t e r e d  

p r o g r a m  t h a t  b e n e f i t s  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  c i t y  i n  A l a s k a ,  t h a t  h e l p s  k e e p  t h e m  s o l v e n t  a n d  

s e c u r e ,  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  r e p o r t i n g  t o  t h e  S t a t e ,  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  i n c e n t i v e  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  l o c a l l y  

g e n e r a t e d  r e v e n u e ,  a n d  a l l o w s  f o r  c o n s i s t e n t  i n c o m e .

P l e a s e  d o n ’t  t a k e  t h a t  a w a y .

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  S a i n t  P a u l ,  s i t t i n g  in  P u b l i c  S e s s i o n  4 / 1 4 / 9 9 :

<

P h y l l i s  A .  S w e t z o '  

C i t y  C l e r k

P A S / m e
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April 15 ,1999

To:

From:

Dear Senator Pamell,

1 ask you to please restore funding to the Division of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse.

The proposed cuts, which will result ip. drastic reduction in ADA personnel, will severely hamper 
the ability of the division to secure grants, (i.e. new dollars), from federal and private sources.
The proposed reductions will reduce the number of dollars available for matching funds, required 
to demonstrate local concern in order to qualify for grants from many sources.

“Results Within Our Reach”, the Alaska State plan for alcohol and drug abuse services has recently 
been released by the Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse. This plan was specifically 
drawn up in response to a legislative emphasis on outcomes in program development and for 
funding allocation. The proposed reductions in funding for both ADA administration and for grant 
programs would severely diminish them in their ability to measure results of treatment and 
prevention programs.

Over the last decade alcohol and drug treatment programs have had to respond to multiple slashes 
in their state grants. Already pared to the bone, with another cut in the next fiscal year treatment 
and prevention services will be forced to reduce payroll, curtail programs, and cut even more the 
hours they serve their habituated clients.

As I’m sure you know, alcoholism is a major medical problem in this state. Alcoholism affects 
not just individuals, but their spouses and their children, their co-workers, their employers, the 
police, hospitals, all aspects of the court system and almost every social service agency in the 
state. Every dollar spent for treatment and prevention of this devastating disease translates into 
substantial savings in policing, court systems, emergency room/hospital use and safe homes for 
battered and abused family members. Maximum funding of the treatment and prevention of 
alcoholism, a chronic, progressive and often fata! disease, should be a top priority for the 
legislature.

Senator John Torgerson

Alice Johnstone 
Legislative Chair 
Advisory Board on
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April 15,1999

Mir. Sean Pamell 
Senate Finance Cominitte

Dear Mr. Sean Pamell,

I am in favor of full financial support for the University of Alaska by the 
legislature of our state..

By the way, perhaps one of the quickest ways to retain more high school 
students for the University of Alaska is to adopt a system used in other states: 
do not guarantee student loans to students studying at schools outside of our 
state.

3228 Wiley Post Loop 
Anchorage, Alaska 99517



F R O M P H O N E  N O .  :  9 0 7 2 7 9 8 5 2 6 O p r ,  1 5  1 9 9 9  0 3 : 4 1 P M  P 2

Founded in 186S 
By William Booth

l*»ul A. Rador General
David Edwards

Temiorlal Commander

Terry Grinin 
D ivis ional C o m m ande r

T h e  S a l v a t i o n  A r m y

CLITHEROE CENTER
1709 S. Bragaw, Suite B 

Anchorage, Alaska 99508
OUTPATIENT 

Telephone: (907) 276-2698 • Fax: (907) 279-8526
RESIDENTIAL 

Telephone: (907) 243-1181- Fax: (907) 248-7483

Legislative Affairs 
Senate Finance Committee

Dear Senate Finance Committee Member:

We at the Salvation Army Clitheroe Center applaud your efforts to impose fiscal 
constraint upon the operating budget o f the State o f Alaska.

We agree that now is the time to prepare our communities for the inevitable decline in 
revenues due to the depletion o f our oil production.

During the course o f your deliberations please consider recent studies wliich conclusively 
demonstrate that every dollar spent on substance abuse treatment results in a minimum 
four (4) dollar savings in reduced costs to the state in health care, welfare, and criminal 
justice expenditures.

In light o f  this it would behoove the legislature to increase funding for substance abuse 
programs to save money. (The nonprofit sector operates at a fraction o f the cost that 
state or for- profit programs require).

Tliank you for your responsible approach to the future o f our state.

Sheila M. Burke
Executive Director, SACC 276-2898

Cjamprf./t«n»/</«■ <Sa6s/ance c.Vvwc’W
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SALVATION ARMY CLITHEROE CENTER

Resideatial &  Reflections Detox Outpatient
P. O. Box 190567 Point Woronzof 1709 S. Braga w Suite B
Anchorage, AK 99519 Anchorage, Alaska Anchorage, AK 99508
Piionc (907) 243-1181 Phone (907) 243-1181 Phone (907) 276-2898
Fax (907) 248-7483 Fax (907) 248-2751 Fax (907) 279-8526

CONFIDENTIAL FACSIMILE COVER SHEET

DIRECTED T oC ^ L ^  y / j / 7 ^ ^  -  DATE: - ^ 5

AGENCY:- FAX NUMBER:

FROM : V / ^ / ^ A & m b e r  o f p a g e s  i n c l u d i n g  f a c e  s h e e t  ^

MESSAGE:

PROHIBITION ON REDISCLOSURE: THIS NOTICE ACCOMPANIES A DISCLOSURE OF 
INFORMATION CONCERNING A CLIENT IN ALCOHOL/DRUG ABUSE TREATMENT, MADE TO 

^ Y O U  WITH THE CONSENT OF SUCH CLIENT. THIS INFORMATION HAS BEEN DISCLOSED 
'TOYOU FROM RECORDS PROTECTED BY FEDERAL CONFIDENTIALITY RULES 42 CFR PART 
2. THE FED'EKXL RULESTROHIBIT YOU FROM MAKING ANY FURTHER DISCLOSURE OF 
THIS INFORMATION UNLESS FURTHER DISCLOSURE IS EXPRESSLY PERMITTED BY 42 CFR 
PART 2. A GENERAL AUTHORIZATION FOR THE RELEASE OF MEDICAL OR OTHER 
INFORMATION IS NOT SUFFICIENT FOR HUS PURPOSE. THE FEDERAL RULES RESTRICT 
ANY USE OF THE INFORMATION TO CRIMINALLY INVESTIGATE OF PROSECUTE ANY 
ALCOHOL OR DRUG ABUSE PATIENT.

WARNING: THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS FACSIMILE MESSAGE IS LEGALLY 
PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE 
INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY NAMED ABOVE. IF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, 
YOU ARE HERBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION. DmUBUTION, OR COPY OF THIS 
FACSIMILE IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.IFYOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS FACSIMILE IN ERROR, 
PLEASE NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY BY TELEPHONE, AND RETURN THE ORIGINAL 
MESSAGE TO US AT THE ADDRESS ABOVE VIA THE MAIL. THANK YOU.
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April 15, 1999

To: Senator Sean Parnell
Co Chair, Operating Budget 
Fax Number 907-465-6592

I realize you need to make cuts in the budget, but do you have to rob the poor to 
give yourselves a raise?

You have cut Municipal Assistance and that means that the Senior Citizens Tax 
Exemption will go by the wayside. I know that the state no longer funds this but 
the Boroughs or Municipalities do and with this resource gone the Seniors will 
lose this benefit. Although you all may believe we are all rich there are some of us 
who depend on social security and those who receive the Longevity Bonus are 
rapidly dying off. Some of us will never be eligible for the Longevity Bonus no 
matter how old we are so why put a needs basis on it?

You are cutting the Division of Alcoholism administrative costs, supposedly the 
cuts will be in Administration but the Division will find a way to cut programs that 
the people need and keep their jobs. The Treatment Program that serves the 
folks no one wants will be closed, because of the cuts in Treatment services that; 
you are recommending. At the very least the services now offered will be less. 
The State of Alaska's biggest health problem and less treatment offered.

All you folks need to do is face the music and pass an income tax. Even us 
seniors, or at least this senior, will be happy to pay it. No it won’t cover the total 
budget needs but it sure will make the cuts less in what it will bring in in the 
future years.

I am not to smart but I know that we need a ROBIN HOOD to save us from you 
members of the Sheriff of Nottinghams dudes.

These comments are my own opinion, I do not speak for any organization or 
other individuals.

n c i i i iu u e i  ix u y c n

P.O. Box 87-2735 
Wasilla, Alaska 99687 
907-745-5304 
907-745-5165 Fax 
l&h@matnet.com

mailto:h@matnet.com
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Margaret E. Holland 
13232 Sean Circle 
Anchorage, AK 99516

April 15,1999

Senator Sean Parnell 
Co-Chair Senate Finance Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Parnell:

The House Finance Committee has approved HB 50, next year’s operating 
budget, which included a reduction in general funds support for the State’s 
trade offices in Japan and Korea. The reduction in funding of $350,000 is 
over half of the Division of Trade and Development’s expenditures for the 
two offices.

Personally, I think these budget cuts significantly undermine the economic 
development and international trade mission of the DTD. The trade offices 
in Japan and Korea have been very successful in opening markets to Alaska 
businesses, and should be fully funded. For a state that looks to the Pacific 
Rim nations for business opportunities, decimating the trade offices does not 
make sense.

I hope you will work to restore this funding.
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KENNETH W. MOSS, M.D.
OF PEDIATRICS PEDIATRICS PHONE
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C i t y  o f  S o l d o t n a  £  "

177 North Birch •  Soldotna, Alaska 99669 •  Thone: (907) 262-9107 S o l d o t n a

Senators, this is Mayor Ken Lancaster from the City of Soldotna and President of 
the AML

I appreciate the opportunity to speak to you this evening regarding our State's 

financial future.

We at the AML and ACOM are concerned that the Municipal Assistance/Safe 

Communities funding gets restored to full funding or at the very least, reduced 
no more than the rest of the State budget.

Also, we feel that the long range budget plan is what needs to be worked on; 

take parts, if you will, from the various plans that are available and blend the 

good or portions and produce a plan we can all buy into, one which produces the 

long range fiscally responsible budget that the citizens expect and deserve.

We are available to be a part of that process or discussion, as I'm sure all 

business and labor leaders around the State are, so that we can go into the next 
millennium with a positive, productive outlook.

Thank you again for this opportunity to speak with yo
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APR-15-99 THU 02=58 PM GATEWAY HUMAN SERVICES FAX NO. 9072474135

C ity  i 
K e tc h ik a n

3050-3052 Fifth Avenue 
Ketchikan. Alaska 99901 
907-225-4135/225-4154

Gateway Center for Human Services
A p r il 14, 1999

To: Members of Slate Finance Committee,
From: Kevin Murphy, Deputy Director o f Gateway Center of Human Services

As a professional and a citizen of the state of Alaska for the past twenty years, I have repeatedly 
seen the cost and impact of substance abuse on entire communities. The long term savings more 
than validate the need to support a viable treatment system for the people of this state. Dollars 
spent to support the prevention of Fetal Alcohol Syndrome and Women nnd Children’s services 
remit in multiple savings in the areas of Correction, Medical costs, Mental Health and 
Disability, Education and all most every area of Health and Social Services.

We the employees o f the Ketchikan Gateway Center for Human Services urge you to not cut 
funding for the following programs:
1. Treatment programs for substance abuse ^nd specially Women’s and Children’s services and 
the FAS programs.
2. The administration of Alcohol and Drug Abuse Services.
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To:
Xt.irJMs. W gggcg C o m lttc e  Heabara

! O f Alaeka S ta te  L e ttln l*ru ™ -i.m » « »
F rom :

FAX
{Date:
IN u m b e r  o f  P a g e s :^  

I Phono:____________

I Fax: 907-465-6592

\R0Wark5 ; Enclosed « [ |  l e t te r *  ln  support o f  fimiUng js ir  rh*_ 
Aleak* T ech n ica l Center

I Confidential 
Wrgont I I

Plonae Reply Q ]

For Your Information L D

A l a s k a  T e c h n i c a l  C e n t e r  

- P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  5 1  

- K o t z e b u e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 5 2  

F A X  * . - ( 9 0 7 ) 4 4 2 - 2 7 6 4

I f  n o t  r e c e i v e d  c o r r e c t l y . P l e a s e  

C a l l  ( 9 0 7 )  4 4 2 - 3 7 3 3
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N a t i v e  v i l l a c f . o r  K o t z e b i j f . -  K o t z e b u e  I R A
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FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET

P K O N B  NUMflP.R:

RB:

D  URGENT □  FOR REVIEW □  PLEASE COMMENT O  PLEASE REPLY C3 PLEASE RECYCLE

O r ig in a l  t o  fo l lo w  in  th e  m a il J S Y e s  □  N o

The Qikiktagrugmuit, forever sovereign, will live our Ifiupiacj way of life for all generations.
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Nooxvik Native Community Phone * (907) 636-2144 ox 2224
NooxviJk IRA Counc.it Pax * (9071 636-2284
Po4t Obbicc Box 209 
Nooxvik, Alaska 99763-0209

ApxiI 15, 1999

Finance Committee 
PoAt Obiice Box. 113000 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-3200
Finance Committed

I am mixing on behatb ob the Nooxvik IRA Council and Stabb• 
Uoxking oa an AdminiAtxative KAAiAtant, and working box people who axe 
intexexted in buxXhexing theix education. 1 Aee <i lo t  ob people who 
come in wanting b-inancial a&AlAtance box a txaining that id held ax the 
AlaAka Technical Centex bnom a one week to nine month txaining.

The Alaska Technical Centex id the main txaining bocility on oux 
xegion. But oux xegion iAn't the only one* who attend the bocility, we 
Aee a lo t  o(J people <(*om Bethel axea and even tome b̂ om the Indian 
Countxy ob Foxt Vukon,

Oux obbin it> in Auppoxt ob the Alaska Technical Centex in the 
bull Auppoxt ob the State Funding.
Sincexely,
Jake VeXlA, Pxetident

AdminiAtxative AAA-titant

"Oux childxen axe oux butuxe"
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N a tiv e  V illa g e  o f K o tze b u e  
K o tze b u e  IR A

Post Ollice Box 296, Kotzebue, Alaska 99752-0296

R U G

April 14, 1999
Alaska State Lcgislniurc 
Senaie/1 louse Finance Committee 
Pouch V 
Juneau, Alaska
Dear Finance Committee Members,
The issue of the non-funding of die Alaska Tecluiical Center is particularly bothersome lo our region as it is 
very poor liming.
As you well know, we are into year two of the removal of the Welfare program as we knew it. We believe 
that you would agree if die departing comment was "Good riddance” as we do. However, the transition 
from welfare recipients -  (not all of Native Aiasku <ue)- to something more self sustaining is not without 
problems.
For example, transitioning from welfare to work is a task that requires re-education, especially in a region 
such as Northwest Alaska that suffers from liigh unemployment as well as underdeveloped economic 
opportunities that raise die question of if or if not options such as jobs exist. We believe that the Alaska 
Technical Center is a critical pan or any positive transition that would expect success as an option to wliat 
will happen if the funding for this facility were to cease. At the moment, we anticipate that were the 
Technical Center weie to be eliminated, it would increase the possibility' for the failure o f emerging self 
sustaining successes dial could be expected if the Technical Center were to continue to function.
Wc ask that you reinstate the level o f funding necessary to operate effectively.

Cc
Alaska Technical Center

Respectfully,

Executive Director

The Qikikiagrugmiut. 1’orcver sovereign, will live our fiiupiaq way o f life for all generations, 
PHONE: (907) 442-3467 FAX: (907) 442-2) 62 TOLL FREE: I -800-442-3467
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Flora M. Stone 
Post office Box 118 

Noorvlk, Alaska 99763

April 14,1999

Finance Committee 

Post Office Box 113000 

Juneau, Alaska 99811-3200

Finance Committee:

M y  na m e  is Flora M. Stone. Back in 1994-93 I went to Alaska Technical 

Center to further m y  education. I completed one year in the Office Occupation 

program. Being close to m y  h o m e  town, it was really comforting, since I had a bBby 

w h o  was with m y  parents. I was able to come h o m e  weekends at a low costs. It 

helped m e  by coming h o m e  occasionally. If I hadn’t been so close to home, I would 

have gotten h o m e  sick and not do so well In school.

After completing m y  training at the Alaska Technical Center, I was able to 

find a job with m y  educational background. I started working full time on a 

permanent office position in September 1995 and have been employed since. Today 

I hold an Administrative Assistant Position at the Noorvlk IRA Office.

I have been married for one year. M y  husband Larry wasn't able to go to 

training. He too is looking forward Into getting a higher education In the Building 

Maintenance Program. But since we have two children, it would be hard for him to 

be away from home. W e  need him to be close to where it wouldn’t cost so m u c h  for 

him to come h o m e  occasionally.

With this welfare reform going on, parents that have children and w h o  are 

on welfare will need to find jobs and be able to support their families. It would be 

better if they went to school for a more better chance of getting a job.

Please put a full funding towards the Alaska Technical Center. Thank youl

Sincerely,

Flora M. Stone
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Ritablithed January 25,1940

POB 81080 
VENETIE, AK 90781-0080 

(907) 849-8165/8878 
FAX: 849-8097

POB 22079 
ARCTIC VILLAGE, AK 99722-0070 

(907) 887.5890 
FAX: 587-5900

A p r i l  14, 1999

Dear Committee Members:

The N a tiv e  V i l la g e  o f  V e n e tie  T r ib a l  Government would l i k e  to  
express s in cere  concern th a t  Alaska Technical C enter has been 
s ta te d  to  re c e iv e  e la te d  cuts to  t h e i r  o p e ra tin g  budget.

A laska Techn ica l C en ter has boon a v i t a l  l in k  to  employment fo r  
t r i b a l  members who have completed Alaska T ech n ica l C enter t r a in in g  
programs over th e  p as t s e v e ra l yea rs .

On b o h & lf o f th e  A laska Teo hn ics l C enter, the  N a tiv e  V i l la g e  o f  
V e n e tie  T r ib a l  Government s tro n g ly  discourages any cuts to  A laska  
T ec h n ica l C e n te r's  o p e ra tin g  budget.

Thank you fo r  your th o u g h tfu l re c o n s id e ra tio n  to  c u tt in g  A laska  
T e c h n ic a l C e n te r's  o p e ra tin g  budget.

S in c e re ly ,

Donna M. E r i c k  
T r i b a l  A dm in is t r a t o r

c c :  NVVTG C h ie f  & C o u n c i l

Arctic Village Council 
P.O. Sox 2205V 

Arctic Village. AK WW7a2.00.10 
(907) 597.6:129 Fax:397-5128

Venetie Village Council 
P.O. Box 119 

Venetie, AK *9791-0119 
(907) 9M-9ZJZ Fax: 8<M14&
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M aniilaq Association
P.O. Boh 256 

Kotimbuo. Alatka 99752 
(907) 4*2 3311

A p r i l  15, 1999

Dear F inance Com m ittee Members:

The N orthw est A r c t ic  Borough has a con tinued  need to  t r a in  

lo c a l  h e a lth  ca re  p ro v id e rs  such as C e r t i f i e d  Nurse A ides and 

P e rs o n a l Care A tte n d a n ts ., A t th e  p re s e n t tim e  th e re  is  a need to  

t r a i n  and c e r t i f y  more p e rs o n a l c a re  a tte n d a n ts  from  th e  o u t ly in g  

v i l la g e s  to  c a re  f o r  th e  e ld e rs  who need h e a lth  and p e rs o n a l care  

in  t h e i r  homes. Thd A laska  T e c h n ic a l C en te r p ro v id e  th e  

e d u c a tio n a l f a c i l i t y  and in s t r u c to r  to  t r a in  and c e r t i f y  nurse
• I* '

a id e s  and p e rs o n a l ca re  a t te n d a n ts  fo r  o u t  Home Care S e rv ic e .
, I

We support th e  c o n tin u ed  S ta te  ed u ca tio n  fu n d in g  fo r  th e  

A lask a  T e c h n ic a l C e n te r .

i •
S in c g r e ly ,

K a th e rin e  Uhl
E ld e r  S e rv ic e s  C o o rd in a to r  
Home Care S e rv ic e s

MEMBER VILLAGES
Ivisaappaat, Nunatchiaq, Ipnutchlaq. Katyauk, Kivaliniq, l.augviik. Qikiqiagnik, Nautoaq, Mumvlk, Aktiligaq, Jshmaq 

Ambler, Buckland, Dccrlntt, Kluna, Kivalinu, Kobuk, Kotzebue, Noutuk, Nourvlk, Selawlk, Shungnuk
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A p r i l  1 4 , 1999

A t t e n t io n  F in a n c e  C o m m ittee  
Ju n eau , A la s k a  99801

D e a r F in a n c e  C o m m ittee  Mem bers:

T h is  is  a l e t t e r  o f  s u p p o rt f o r  fu n d in g  th e  A la s k a  T e c h n ic a l  
C e n te r .

I  am a 1997 g ra d u a te  o f  th e  A la s k a  T e c h n ic a l C e n te r ,  I  to o k  th e  
S e c r e t a r ia l  c o u rs e . B e fo re  a t te n d in g  A la s k a  T e c h n ic a l  C e n te r ,  I  
had gone jo b  h u n t in g  as th e  w e l f a r e  re fo rm  b e g a n . B e in g  46 y e a rs  
o ld  w it h  o n ly  a GED g e t t in g  i n t o  a p o s i t io n  o f  any c h o ic e  lo o k e d  
g r a y .  The S e c r e t a r i a l  c o u rs e  I  to o k  gave me th e  know ledge and  
c o n fid e n c e  t o  g e t  i n t o  th e  jo b  f o r c e .  Today I  am em ployed  a t  
A la s k a  T e c h n ic a l  C e n te r ,  and INDEPENDENT(off w e lf a r e  ! ! ) .

S in c e r e ly ,
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TO: Senate Finance Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, AK 99801

FROM: Christine Jamin
421 Mill Bay Road 
Kodiak, Alaska 99615

RE: Support of the University of Alaska’s budget request

DATE: April 16,1999

1 am wiiling to you to urge you to support the University of Alaska’s budget request o f 
.$16.3 million.

It is well documented that public investment in higher education yields a return o f several 
dollars for each dollar invested, it is also common knowledge that most jobs in the 21st 
century will require some training beyond high school. Higher education promotes 
economic opportunities both for individuals and for the state as a whole. Numerous 
studies have shown that increased education ie correlated with reduced criminal activity, 
lessened reliance on public assistance and increased civic participation.

In this country, each state lias the responsibility to provide its populace with the 
opportunity for education. This is not an area that can be cut any further in Alaska. With 
lower oil prices and a reduction in oil development, an educated workforce is Alaska’s 
most important natural resource.

1 support using proceeds from the earnings reserve account as well as other funds 
available from the .Permanent Fund program, including a cap on die dividend, to fund 
education, both K-12 and at the post-sccondary level.

This is a time for legislators to make difficult choices. Please have the courage to take a 
stand for education. There is no better investment you can make for the future o f our 
state.
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FYOO University Funding

I believe you should provide the funding amount President Hamilton has 
requested. The University system has been taking cuts year after year and any 
more cuts and the future of the system will be jeopardized. Education is always 
a wise investment and should be planned out carefully. The University budget 
should be held as sacred as our Permanent Dividend fund. It's return will 
continue to benefit the future of our state.

Mary Burtness 
King Salmon
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FYOO University Funding

The University needs full funding of 16.3 million to provide quality 
educational services. This is important to people like myself who live in the 
Alaskan bush and depend upon rural campuses to provide higher educational 
opportunities which contribute to the heath of our communities.
Tim J. Cook
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FYOO University Funding

Give the University full funding, 16.3 million as it hiss requested. Rural 
Alaskans need continuing education to stay competitive in the job market. WE 
get this from our University system.

Becky Savo 
Naknek



0 4 / 1 5 / 1 9 9 9  1 6 : 2 2  9 0 7 2 4 6 4 4 6 5 MARTINMONSEN LIBRARY PAGE 0 3

FYOO University Funding

It's a sad day for a state like ours that ranks 48 our of 50 states in funding 
our university system-we should be ashamed of ourselves.

Our University system deserves no less than full funding--our university 
enrollees deserves the best our state can afford and that is full funding. Do you 
feel good about cheating your own children.

Donald F. Nielson 
SottU AJapvL
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Southeast Alaska Seiners April 15, 1999
Senator Sean ParnellCoChair, Senate Finance CommitteeAJaska State LegislatureState Capitol Rm518Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Dear Senator Parnell,I am writing in behalf of Southeast Alaska Seiners (SEAS), a membership organization representing commercial fishermen, to express concern over the substantial budget cuts proposed for the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. The Department has been the target of very substantial budget reductions over the last eight years that threaten its ability to manage the fish and game resources of our state in compliance with the sustained yield principle of our Constitution. The commercial fishing industry, which provides employment for large numbers of Alaskans and generates tax revenues far in excess of its management costs, suffers as the operations of the Department are restricted. Therefore, SEAS urges you use the budget cuts proposed by the House of Representatives. These cuts provide a significant contribution to the Legislature's efforts to reduce spending while minimizing th8 impact on the thousands of Alaskans who rely on the Department of Fish and Game's stewardship of Alaska's renewable resources.Since 1990, the Legislature has reduced the budget of the ADF&G by over $6.1 million. Steady erosion from inflation has compounded these cuts and impacted the ability of the Department to manage the fishery resources of our state. With management activities curtailed, Alaskans suffer since the Department must be increasingly conservative as a consequence of its inability to gather necessary infor mation on our fish stocks. In the past several years, the Department has had to curtail stock assessment work on sockeye salmon, King crab, and herring in Southeast Alaska We have little information on groundfish or shrimp. Information that leads to further beneficial, income producing harvests requires general fund expenditures.With fishermen paying more into the general fund than the current costs of management, the cuts to the budget that affect our industry should be restrained. After all, we cannot pay taxes on fish that a budget strapped ADF&G can’t permit us to harvest. The House version of the budget adds $412 of reductions to the $6.1 million

PO . Box 23081, Juneau, Alaska 99802 • (907) 463-5030 * Fax: (907) 463-5080

® 001
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Alaska State Legislature
Written Testimony Form

Please enter into the record m y testimony to th e . S  F i iO

da ted .
(Committee Name)

Committee on

(b ill/subj)

I ’m glad to see the legislature attempting to balance the budget and at the same time trying to cut the cost.

Government is not supposed to take over where (he private sector is available and many of the functions 
with in the government are not mandated government functions. Many agencies have usurped the powers 
that rightfully belong to (lie people, and this is wrong.
As for the agencies, they are no longer operating as the public servants they were meant to be, but monsters 
totally out o f control. The budget process is the only way the legislature can bring the unruly, oversized 
government back under control. Remember, there arc people who profit from corrupt and comipt 
governments. They are employees and beneficiaries o f such governments and they will defend ihnt corrupt 
syslem even i f it is self-destructing.

Good luck and I will stand by your budget cuts.

Denny Kay Weathers
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City of
White Mountain 

P.O. box no
White Mountain. AK 99784 

(907) 638-3411

April 13, 1999

Alaska State legislature 
Senate Finance Committee 
State Capital Building 
Juneau, AK 99801

RE: Elimination of State Revenue Sharing Funding 

To the Senate Finance Committee:

On behalf of the residents of the community of White Mountain, we, the White Mountain City Council, wish to 
express our opposition of Representative Eldon Mulder’s proposition to eliminate State Revenue Sharing 
funding during the next State fiscal year.

Though this very important funding has been cut by 70% during the past ten years, it remains the primary 
source of funding that enables the City of White Mountain, and indeed other rural municipalities, to operate 
on a daily basis.

For fiscal year 1999, the City of White Mountain received S36,072.00 in State Revenue Sharing monies. To 
those representatives and senators from urban Alaska, this may not seem like a significant amount of funding, 
but for communities in rural Alaska, such as ours, which raise on average a total of $7,000.00 in sales tax 
revenues, this is a vital source of funding.

Should this proposition pass, Alaska’s poorest communities will be hit the hardest. The City of White Mountain 
heavily relies on State Revenue Sharing funding for over 65% of all General Fund revenues. In addition to the 
State Revenue Sharing funding, the monies from the Municipal Assistance program and the Payment in Lieu of 
Taxes program provide an additional 25% of General Fund revenues.

Without this funding, the City of White Mountain will not be able to provide even the most basic governmental 
services. Services such as public safety, roads and landfill maintenance will no longer be provided, and 
departments such as our Administration and Finance, City Council, Streets and Roads and Health and Welfare 
Services departments will be forced to shut down.

In conclusion, ,ve would like to expound the fact that every state in the U.S. shares revenues with their 
municipalities because its their sole responsibility to ensure that all of their citizens have access to basic public 
services. If the State of Alaska abandons its general revenue sharint? resnonsibilitv. iL will onlv widen the pap 
between Alaska's ’’have" and "have not" citizens, or basically Its “urb

SIGNED:
Daniel H. Harrelson, Vice-Mayor

SIGNED:SIGNED: _  {L L

SIGNED: — P ' C A & J U .-,__ ££>&SIGNED:
Thomas Gray, Secretary

SIGNED:

SIGNED:

Howard Lincoln, MemberCarl Brown, Member

SIGNED: ATTEST:
Lincoln Simon, Member Esther Lincoln, City Clerk
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KODIAK CHAM BER OF COMMERCE
R E S O L U T I O N  9 9 - 0 4 - 0 1

A resolution of the Board of Directors of the Kodiak Chamber of Commerce 
Urging the House and Senate Finance Committees to continue funding the 

Safe Communities/State Revenue Sharing Program

WHEREAS, the House Finance Committee has proposed eliminating the Safe
Communities/State Revenue Sharing (SC/SRS) funding to reduce the state 
budget; and

WHEREAS, eliminating SC/SRS funding would reduce the state genera! fund budget
expenditures, but in reality it will simply transfer the burden to residents by 
forcing municipalities to raise taxes or reduce local services; and

WHEREAS, this is not true budget cutting, but a blatant form of cost shifting as the State shifts 
its responsibilities and obligations to its citizens by way of local municipalities; 
and

WHEREAS, while it appears that this year’s budget cut represents a small reduction to the 
current general fund operating budget, in reality it represents a cumulative 
reduction of more than 56 percent to local municipalities since 1980; and

WHEREAS, while the Legislature is cutting funding to local municipalities, they have just 
increased their per diem by 7 and 1/2 percent; and

WHEREAS, eliminating SC/SRS will have a devastating impact on small rural communities 
that depend on stale shared revenues for their public sendees funding; and

WHEREAS, eliminating SC/SRS funding could accelerate the dissolving of municipal
governments and thereby eliminate critical services upon which local residents 
rely; and

WHEREAS, eliminating SC/SRS funding would specifically impact the following Kodiak 
Island Borough C om m u n it ie s  as fo llow s :

City o f Akhiok, $36,000 or 8 percent of their current annual general fund budget,
City of Larsen Bay, $28,000 or 19 percent of their current annual general fund budget, 
City of Old Harbor, $35,000 or 19 pei cent of their current annual general fund budget, 
City of Ouzinkie, $33,000 or 15 perce u o f their current annual general fund budget,
City of Pori Lions, $38,000 or 24 p^r.cnt of their current annul general fund budget,
City of Kodiak, $560,000 or 5 percent of their current annual general fund budget, 
Kodiak Island Borough, $439,000 or 4 percent of their current annual general fund 

budget; and

Kodiak Chamber of Commerce
Resolution 99-04-01
Page 1 of 3
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WHEREAS, the state has cut SC/SRS nearly 70 percent in  the last ten years, forcing local 
taxpayers to assume a larger share of school funding; and

WHEREAS, the voters o f the Kodiak Tsland Borough established a lax cap and the only option 
to cover the shortfall is to reduce the Borough and the School District budgets; and

WHEREAS, SC/SRS is absolutely critical to the economy, education, health and safety of all 
Alaskans;so

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE KODIAK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE that the House and Senate Finance 
Committees be encouraged and urged to continue funding for the Safe Communities/State 
Revenue Sharing program.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE KODIAK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE that copies of this resolution be submitted 
to Governor Knowles, House Finance Committee Co-Chairs Representative Mulder and 
Representative Themault, Senate Finance Committee Co-Chairs Senator Parnell and Senator 
Torgerson an Senator Mackie and Representative Austcrman.

ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE KODIAK CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE ON THIS 12th DAY APRIL 1999.

Kodiak Chamber of Commerce
Resolution 99-04*01
Page 2 of 3
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Kenneth Winner, Boano Member

Pamela Foreman, Kodiak Island Convention 
and Visitors Bureau Representative

) J L - t S  J L J J L -

Joh/^Vlfiddon, Board Member

Edwin Kozak, Kodiak Electric Association 
Representative

D. Taan, Office Administrator 
Secretary to the Board of Directors

Kodiak Chamber of Commerce
Resolution 99-04-01
Page 3 o l 3



C i t y  o f  N e w h a l e n
P.O. B ox

N ew halen , A la ska  99606 
(907) 571-1226 Fax (907) 571-1540

RESOLUTION 99-12

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF FULL FUNDING AT THE FY 99 LEVEL FOR THE 
STATE REVENUE SHARING AND MUNICIPAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS.

WHEREAS, The House Finance Committee has  proposed the complete elimination of 
the State Revenue  Sharing and Safe Communities Programs, and

WHEREAS, the Revenue Sharing and Safe Communities Programs have already 
been cut by approximately 70 percent over the past 10 years,  and

WHEREAS, budget cuts of this magnitude and significance to the health, safety, and 
welfare of Alaska’s people should be done within the framework of a  comprehensive, 
coherent, an d  publicly accepted long term fiscal plan, and

WHEREAS, municipalities should not be targeted again for program cuts b ecau se  they 
provide the most basic of public services including police, fire, roads, water and 
sewer,  solid waste,  emergency medical, and schools, and

WHEREAS, 75 cities in Alaska rely on these programs for 20% of general fund 
revenues  and  25 cities rely on them for over 40% of their revenues, and

WHEREAS, elimination of the Revenue Sharing and Safe Communities Programs 
simply shifts the burden for providing basic public services to local taxpayers and we 
can expect  either drastic reductions in services or increased local taxes, and

WHEREAS, elimination of these  programs will act as  a further disincentive for the 
formation of new boroughs and will likely result in the dissolution of many cities, and

WHEREAS, elimination of these  programs disproportionately impacts the poorest and 
small municipalities because  they have limited options available to them in terms of 
raising or levying new taxes, and

WHEREAS, elimination of these  programs will further widen the gap between the 
"haves" and  "have nots" in Alaska, and

OtSI IAS £06 'ON m m r m m m  wa 9Z:i hht 86-51-hjv
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WHEREAS, all states in the United States share revenues with municipalities within 
their boundaries, and

WHEREAS, Governor Hickel and others have argued that statehood itself was 
premised upon the continued sharing of revenues derived from commonly held natural 
resources because the framers understood that local taxes would never be sufficient 
to provide for adequate public services.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Newhalen City Council has found that 
further cuts to the State Revenue Sharing and Safe Communities Programs are not in 
the public interest and would be poor and ill-advised public policy, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council is strongly opposed to any further cuts 
to the programs, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council hereby urges the Alaska Legislature to 
continue to fund these programs at FY 99 levels,

PASSED AND APPROVED by a duly constitued quorum of the Newhalen City Council 
this 20th day of April, 1999.

IN WITNESS THERETO:

Wassie Balluta Sr.,

6-1^-

ATTEST:

Q j t A /y  ^

Debbie Grindle, City Clerk

We, the undersigned residents of Newhalen, Alaska, do hereby urge our City 
Councilmen to approve the draft resolution described above at their next meeting on 
April 20, 1999.

sssz
printed name date of signature

fe lt- . -------
htiak J2i (nrlcKr>7/hfc^ t __

sSth iA r^t U J*S5,lk f j. ------------

^  - i f* —I f . . ----------
Ofcy  fhcX eJ'j f  9

residence address 
M ca/i/d }-------------
J U S C tJ k a M ____

p.o. box ft
____

M S .____
—  

u y -------
A O .

page 3

m \  UQ A06 ‘ON XV3 AX 13 'N31VHM3N M  LZW  DHX 66-51-HdV



04/15/99 16:08 0907 5620438 SW AK MUNI CONF ® 001/002

RECEIVED
S W A M C  *> » .
--------------------------------------------------------------- ..Agnate Finance
3300Arctic Blvd., Suite 203 

Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
(907)562-7380  

Fax: (907) 562-0438

FAX TRANSMISSION COVER SHEET

Committee

Date: April 15,1999

To: Senator Sean Pamell, Co-Chair, 
Senate Finance Committee 
Fax (907) 465-6592

Re: State Revenue Sharing & Safe Communities Funding

Sender: GlenIC Vernon
Executive Director

YOU SHOULD RECEIVE 2 PAGE(S), INCLUDING THIS COVER SHEET. IF 
YOU DO N O T RECEIVE ALL THE PAGES, PLEASE CALL (907) 562-7380.
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Southwest Alaska
MUN I C I PAL
CONF ERENCEo X

3300 Arctic Boulevard, Su ite  203  
Anchorage, Alaska 99503  

Phone (907) 562-7380  
Fax (907) 562-0438  

Email: swamc@alaska.net 
http://www.alaska.net/~swamcApril 15. 1999 ^The Honorable Sean Parnell, Co-Chair Senate Finance Committee Alaska State Legislature State Capitol Room 518 Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182Dear Senator Parnell:The Southwest Alaska Municipal Conference President and Board of Directors have asked that I write to you regarding a very serious matter. Since the beginning of this year's legislative session, local government officials have watched with growing apprehension to see how the legislature would deal with the state budget crisis. Their apprehension was bom of concern that the legislature might lack the political courage to accept, in some form, the Governor's budget recommendations and, instead, shift the unpleasant task of raising taxes to local government. From what we are now seeing, it appears that their concerns were justified. As you know, the House version of the budget completely eliminates State Revenue Sharing and Safe Communities Funding.By now, you have surely seen or heard all the facts, figures and reasons that demonstrate the folly of eliminating, or even reducing, state assistance to local governments. Therefore, we will not rehearse that litany to you again. Rather, we urgently appeal to you not to balance the state budget on the backs of our local governments. It is incomprehensible to us that many legislators do not seem to understand tho implications of what the House Finance Committee has done. For virtually all of Alaska's cities and boroughs, the elimination of state assistance will mean increased property and/or sales taxes. Besides being regressive by nature, local property taxes are highly discriminatory because of the multitude of exemptions that exist. The already smoldering resentment that exists among many non-exempt property owners will be fanned into open flame if this presently unequal burden is increased even more. And to impose or increase local sales taxes will only mean that many rural Alaskans will purchase their goods and services from Anchorage, which has no sales tax. Small rural businesses will simply not be tble to compete.The Southwest Alaska Municipal Conference represents the interests of about 30,000 state residents who live in about 54 smell communities stretching from Kodiak to Adak. Many of these communities are facing severe financial difficulties because of failed salmon runs and past reductions in state assistance. The services that they provide are basic and essential, yet some of them face the real possibility of disincorporation because .they lack the resources to pay for such sorvices.At the beginning of the session, the Governor presented a responsible and workable plan to the Legislature to address the state's fiscal dilemma. Among other things, it would have provided a way to capture some of the money that is earned here and taken away tax-free by non-residents. For a while, we dared to hope that the Legislature would have the courage to follow his lead. Sadly, if the blouse Finance Committee action prevails, that will not be the case. We hope that the Senate will have the courage to find a way to balance the state budget without devastating local government.Respectfully,

1 ^ —Glen K. Vernon Executive Director
Kodiak Island ♦ Alaska Peninsula ♦ Bristol Bay ♦ Aleutian Chain ♦ Prlbilof Islands

mailto:swamc@alaska.net
http://www.alaska.net/~swamc
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H f i N P i A L A S K A  TECH N ICA L^pe^TER ^

April 14,1089Senate Finance Cnmmltto Alaska State Legislative State Capitol (MS3100)Juneau, Alaska 09601-1182Dear Commltlea Members:l would tike to offer written testimony on behalf of funding for the Alaska Technical Conter here m Kotzebue during this legislative session.Maniilaq Manpower, being a funding agency for students from the Northwest Arctic Borough attending technical training, has had experience In funding students in a variety ol schools, wiih a majority of those funded attending Alaska Technical Centar. Currently, we are funding 22 students In toclinlcal training, with 15 of those jtudents funded attending the Alaska Technical Centor. With The Alaska Technical Center being In a rural setting, it has had a highor succoss rate in graduating rural atudenu. The Alaska Technical Centor offers rural residents an alternative to urban based technical Institutes and have been very successful in preparing residents for a CBroer.During the period July 1, 1997 through July 30. 1998, we had 48 students runded with 34 attending Alaska Technical Center. Of the 48 students. 16 were carried ovor into our current funding cycle. 12 of these 16 students have completed training In Deoemoer and ell have wen! lo work. Of the 12, 10 me still working. Of the remaining 32 students. 26 went to work. Once this Information Is submitted to lha U S. Department of Labor, we discontinue tracking them If the Alaska Tochnlcal Center Is not funded, I feel our success rate of graduating sludents from technical centers will diminish. This would not only hurt the economy of Northwest Arctic Borough but the State of Alaska a i well, Therefore, I would strongly encourago you folks to continue funding the Alaska Toohnloal Centor.Thank you
Sincerely,

O k ;* }Dan Snyder, Jr., mExecutive Director
cc: Alaska Technical Center

M A N H LA M  S A V A A K a A A O B IU O V IA  

M IM B E A  V IL LA G E #

IVISAAAAAAT, NUNATOHIAO, iPHATCMAQ. 4ATYAAK KlYAUNIO. LAuOYHK. QlKiQTAQMUH, NAUMAV. HUUBYiK, AHULIOAO. iSmNAu 
AM9LCN. BUCKLAND. OklA'NO. KIANA. KIVAUNA. KOBUK, KOTJttBuV. NOatuh, NOOnVlrf. SELAWIK. SMUNONAK
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KIKiKTAGRUK INUPIAT CORPORATION 
P.O. BOX 1050 

KOTZEBUE, ALASKA 99752 
PHONE: (907) 442-3155, FAX: (907) 442-2165

T E L E C O P Y  T R A N S M I T T A L  S H E E T

TO FAX NO: 1 (907) 465-6592

FIRM: Juneau

ATTENTION: F in a n c e  Comm ittee

DATE: A p r i l  14, 1999

FROM: Marc Van Dongen , P r e s id e n t

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS SHEET: £

This t r a n sm iss io n  is intended for the sole use  of the individual and entity to whom it is 
addressed ,  a n d  m ay  contain information that is privileged, confidential, and exempt from 
disc losure  u n d e r  applicable  law. You are  hereby  notified that any dissemination,  
distribution, o r  duplication of this transmission by someone other than th e  intended 
a d d r e s s e e  o r  i ts d e s ig n a te d  agent  is strictly prohibited. If your rece ip t  of this 
transmiss ion is in error, please notify this firm immediately by calling (907) 442-3165. 
and send  t h e  original transmission to us by return mail at the address  above.

REMARKS:

'Ihe  f o l l o w in g  i s  a l e t t e r  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  A la s k a  T e c h n ic a l  C e n te r  in __________

K o tz e b u e ,  A la s k a .

A P R  1 k  1 9 9 9 -

Senate Finance 
~-Vummittee

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, OR DO NOT RECEIVE ALL PAGES, PLEASE 
CALL: AT (907) 442-3165.
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K i k i k t a c r u k  I n u p i a t  C o r p o r a t i o n 373A Second Avenue * P.O. Box 1050 • Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 
(907) 442-3165 • Fax (907) 442-2165

A p r i l  .14, 1 9 9 9

R E : L e t t e r  o f  S u p p o r t  f o r  A la s k a  T e c h n ic a l  C e n te r
D e a r  F in a n c e  C om m itte e , J u n e a u : FAX: ( 9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 - 6 5 9 2
K i k i k t a g r u k  I n u p i a t  C o r p o r a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  t h e  A la s k a  T e c h n ic a l 
C e n t e r  f o r  a l l  t h e  t r a i n i n g  and  d i f f e r e n t  c o u r s e s  t h a t  t h e y  
p r o v i d e .
I f  i t  w e re  n o t  f o r  t h e  A la s k a  T e c h n ic a l C e n t e r ,  K IC  w ou ld  h a v e  t o  
s e n d  e m p lo y e e s  a s  w e l l  a s  c o r p o r a t e  members o u t  o f  r e g i o n  f o r  
t r a i n i n g .
ATC p r o v id e s  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  p e o p le  i n  o u r  r e g io n  
t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  jo b s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  o u r  r e g i o n .  Many o f  K IC 's  
e m p lo y e e s  and  members h a ve  r e c e iv e d  t r a i n i n g  a t  ATC i n  a v a r i e t y  
o f  a r e a s ,  i n c lu d i n g ,  b u t  n o t  l im i t e d  t o :  B o i l e r  and O i l  B u rn e r
M a in te n a n c e , M anagement T r a in in g  S e r i e s ,  t h e  A c c o u n t in g  Game, CPR, 
F i r s t  A id ,  O f f i c e  O c c u p a t io n s , Dump T ru c k  D r i v i n g ,  C om m e rc ia l 
D r i v e r s  L i c e n s e ,  HAZWOPER T r a i n i n g ,  A s b e s to s  A b a tem en t, F i r e  
E x t i n g u i s h e r  and  in s p e c t i o n  M a in te n a n c e , B o a rd  o f  D i r e c t o r s  
T r a i n i n g ,  e t  c e t e r a .
As a  r e s u l t  o f  r e c e n t  K IC  management m e e t in g s , we w i l l  b e  s o o n  be 
g i v i n g  much m ore  em p h a s is  on  t r a i n i n g  o u r  p e r s o n n e l  i n  a  v a r i e t y  
o f  a r e a s .  N a t u r a l l y ,  we w ou ld  hop e  t h a t  ATC c o u ld  p r o v id e  
a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .  Y o u r  s u p p o r t  t o  c o n t in u e  fu n d in g  f o r  
t h e  A la s k a  T e c h n ic a l  C e n te r  i n  K o tz e b u e  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  p r o v id e  
em p lo ym en t o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  o u r  N a t iv e  S h a r e h o ld e r s .
T h ank  y ou  f o r  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r .

c c :  A la s k a  T e c h n ic a l  C e n te r
B o a rd  o f  D i r e c t o r s

A partment Rentals • A TV  Sails & Service • A u to  Parts Sa k s  • C omhtpcia! Spar* R tmtait * CoNVtnuniON C amp SfRvrcts • G eneral C ontracting  
G ravel H auiing • I Iiating  fun  Saies * H eavy Equipment R entals • L umber Saus * Property Drviiuirti-ii • U nuihc.kounu U tility C onstruction • Viiurii Pu -mais
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C u t  in  S a f e  C o m m u n it i e s  F u n d i n g  M e a n s  
P r o p e r t y  T a x  I n c r e a s e

Last week the House Finance Committee decided to eliminate $47.8 million in funding for 
Safe Communities/Revenue Sharing, the intent of which is to support public safety- police 
and fire protection- in communities throughout Alaska.

What does this mean for Ketehikan7 The City of Ketchikan currently receives $607,000 
per year in Safe Communities/Revenue Sharing funds,. In addition, community agencies 
such as Ketchikan General Hospital, WISH, and Community Connections receive on 
additional $95,600 in pass-through funds. Finally, the Ketchikan Gateway Borough 
receives nearly $340,000 in Safe Communities/Revenue Sharing funds.

The elimination o f Safe Communities/State Revenue Sharing Funding ia not a real cut to 
state government cm the part of the Legislature- it is literally '"passing the buck." It means 
that, while state government remains the same, the City Council and Borough Assembly 
will have to make the tough decisions- either cut local budgets and services or raise local 
property taxes to compensate for the loss o f state funding. For Ketchikan, I do not foresee 
any way that our public safety budgets could be reduced by over $700,000 without 
significant reductions in both personnel and critical services for our community.

It is likely therefore that the City Council would be foroed to consider the other alternative- 
raising property taxes. To compensate for the loss o f Safe Communities/Revenue Sharing 
funds, the mill rate would increase at the Gty level from 6.4 to 7.5, a property tax increase 
of more than 17%! In addition, the loss of funds to the Borough equates to about 3  mill, 
For a City residence assessed at $150,000, this would translate to an annual tax increase of 
$210.

It should be noted that, due to cuts in Safe Communities/Revenue Sharing programs since 
19B6, the G ty mill rate is already about 16% higher than it would need to be otherwise. To 
put it another way, if  the Safe Communities/Revenue Sharing funds are eliminated, it will 
mean that fully one-third of our local property taxes are a direct result o f the legislative 
reductions to this program.

In my opinion, unlike some revenue-raising proposals which have been proposed, 
additional cuts in this program are made more unfair because their impact will fall entirely 
on Alaskans- not on the many nonresident workers wb > enjoy what Alaska has to offer, 
including municipal services.

The Safe Communities/Revenue Sharing program is uv. oil revenue giveaway. It was 
implemented in 1969- long before oil was a significant factor in Alaska's economy. Every 
state in the U.S. shares revenue with its municipalities. In thepast ten years, the state o f 
Alaska has cut Safe Communities/Revenue Sharing nearly 70%, while focal taxpayers have 
simultaneously been forced to take over a larger share o f school funding. According to the 
National Conference o f State Legislatures, Alaska has increased their reliance on local 
property taxes more than any other state, while most states are decreasing relianoe on 
property taxes.

Municipal leaders throughout Alaska understand that the state has a fiscal problem, and arc 
committed to working with the Legislature to develop a long-range fiscal plan. The 
sudden, total elimination o f Safe Communities/Revenue Sharing funds has not been part o f 
anyone’s proposed fiscal plan. Its surprise nature Is not good planning at all, as it does not

P . 0 2
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allow local communities the time needed to properly assess the full impacts on local 
budgets and services and take appropriate measures.

A t the same time, citizens in Ketchikan have not been calling for cuts in those municipal 
services- like polioe and fire protection- which could be directly impacted by the funding 
cut, nor in those services- like schools- which could be indirectly impacted if  local property 
taxes are raised just to maintain the status quo.

In closing, the funding cut approved by the House Finance Committee simply transfers the 
state's revenue problem to us. We will either pay higher local taxes or see major cuts in 
local services. If you are concerned about the impact o f the funding cut on our community, 
and want to see neither higher local taxes nor major cuts in critical services, I would urge 
you to contact our legislators in Juneau right away.
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Affiliated with the National Education Association
^NEA-ALASKA POSITION STATEMENT

P U B L I C  S C H O O L  F U N D I N G

Public school  teachers ,  school employees and parents express  our thanks to the 
Finance Education Subcommittee  for prioritizing public school funding by increasing 
the  recom m ended  funding level for public education at a most  difficult time.
Teachers ,  school em p. iyees ,  and parents  understand the difficult position the  2 1 st 
Legislature finds itself.

Parents  and school employees seek smaller classes  for s tudents ,  greater s tuden t  
proficiency with computers  and challenging curriculum. They w ant  their children to 
a t tend  schools  tha t  are safe and are modern. They w ant  schools to  implement 
quality initiatives to improve learning and accountability.

NEA-Alaska has  historically lobbied to present  the case  for funding Alaska's  public 
schools .  Preparation of children for the challenges of the new century is critical to 
the economic development of Alaska and its improved quality of life. Jo b s  of the  
future will demand tha t  our people have special technical and academic skills to 
m as te r  n e w  challenges. Public schools are teaching those  skills today.

In 2 0 1 0 ,  to d ay 's  first graders will have completed twelve years of instruction.
Some of to d a y 's  first graders are children "at risk;" some come from secure loving 
families, som e  d o n ’t; some require special education, some d o n ’t; some suffer from 
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, some don't;  some come from dysfunctional families, some 
don 't ;  and som e experience domestic  violence on a daily basis while some don 't .
The promise and responsibility of our public schools is to educate  all children 
regardless  of means  or position in life.

Both paren ts  and school employees recognize tha t  problems confronting children in 
1 9 9 9  d o n ' t  compare to the problems we  experienced as children. The school of 
1 9 9 9  has  a totally different se t  of challenges than the school of 1979  or ' 69  or 
' 5 9 .

In the  p as t  w e  have seen too man\ expectat ions demanded of our public schools  
tha t  w ere  not funded adequately. For the  ten-year period 1983-1993,  school 
enrollment  in Alaska grew by more than  2 5 , 0 0 0  or slightly less than 26 percent.
Alaska has  historically ranked in the top ten  s ta te s  nationally in the percent  increase 
in s tu d en t  enrollment from one year to the  next. In 1983  Alaska ranked 8th 
nationally, and in 1996  we ranked fifteenth nationally in the  percent  change in 
public school enrollment from the  previous year. In 1995,  22 .5  percent  of the 
s t a t e ' s  population was  5-17 years old.

A N C H O R A G E  R E G IO N A L  O F F IC E  • 1840 S. Ilrai'aw Street, Suite 103 • Anchorane, Al.isk.i 90508 • (907) 274-0536 • PAX: (907) 274-0551 
J U N E A U  O F F IC E  • 114 Second Street • Juneau, Alaska 99801 • (907) 586-3090 • FAX: (907) 586-2744 

F A 1R U A N K S  R E G IO N A L  O F F IC E  • 2118 Cushman Street • Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 • (907) 456-4435 • FAX': (907) 456-2159



alternative programs. Even though districts hired more teachers,  the  pupil-teacher 
ratio increased.  Alaska is a young s ta te  with many school-aged children. From 
1997  to 1 9 9 8  public school enrollment increased an estimated 1 .92% .  This 
represents  the  fifth largest percentage increase in the nation. The class  size issue 
will remain for some time.

During 1 987 -88  when the new  funding formula w as  put in place the  Instructional 
Unit value w as  set  at  $ 6 0 ,0 0 0  -- a level tha t  w as  itself 8%  lower than  the  rate of 
s ta te  support  in the 1 98 5-86  school year. The unit has  been adjusted only one 
time -- in 1992 ,  an increase of 1 .6%. In 1 9 9 8  a new formula w as  approved th a t  
funds instruction on a per s tuden t  basis equal to $ 3 ,9 4 0  with added funding for 
school size, district cos t  factor and special needs factor.

Even with this most  recent  increase, the cos ts  of over ten  years of inflationary have 
not been offset.  For the 1 9 9 6 -97  school year the value of the instructional unit, 
after ad justment  for inflation occurring since 1987  was  worth $ 4 5 ,8 8 8  in 1 9 8 7  
purchasing power. Inflation has been a curel tax on educational opportunity. Even 
with th e  new  formula the  effects  are felt.

To address  inflation, NEA-Alaska has  prioritized the need to inflation-proof funding 
for K-12 education. Failure to invest in our children will immediately shor tchange  
their future and in time will shortchange our s ta te ' s  future.

The ta sk  of preparing our s tuden ts  for today and for the challenges of the  new  
century is expensive, but the cos t  of not preparing them is greater.  Our public 
schools ,  teachers,  and school district support  employees must  continue to be 
successful  in their efforts.  By limiting necessary  resources, the potential for 
s u c ce ss  for every s tuden t  is limited. Investment in our most  precious resource - 
children - will cost  a lot. However, if w e  d o n ’t  spend our money on our public 
schools ,  w e  will be forced to spend even more on welfare,  new prisons, jails, and 
public safety.

We applaud the courage of the Finance Subcommittee on Education, in light of the 
difficult time, to recognize the importance of a sound education system *or

Alaskans.
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I want my daughter to have the opportunity to live with a stable population. 
One wiin some dedication to my nome and hers.

I want to mention the Regents who run Alaska’s University. They come 
from all walks of life and political persuasions. They are not employees. 
They do not get paid. They are volunteers who, to the person, come to learn 
that the mission of the University is vital to Alaska, the needs arc under­
funded, and that investment in higher education is the best investment 
Alaska can make.

In the last three years of real general fund cuts, I have heard all of the make­
weight excuses about what is wrong with the University. The last was, “The 
University needs a leader with vision.”

Well, the Board of Regents hired a nationally recognized leader, with real 
vision. He came, he studied, and he concluded that the University needs 
funding.

The subcommittee voted unanimously to fund the University at its real needs 
of 16.3. That validated the need that exists.

Thai need is an investment in Alaska, not an expense of government

It may take vision,

It may take leadership,

It may even take courage,

But, as a lifelong Alaskan, I ask you to step into the role.

Have vision, show leadership, be courageous, do whatever it takes to fund 
the future of Alaska-fund the University.



Hi,
My name is Kelley Huse and I work for the Healthy Families Juneau program. I’m here Y „ Jjy

to advocate for — nf tin   1 furrlinr 1~~H" I have worked !' K
with the program as a home visitor since it's inception 4 years ago^andhiavel&en an on-going v
need for services as we continually must turn families away because our program is full.

o # V ,

As a form er school teacher, I am a strong advocate for in-hom e support to the primary 
caregivers o f  children aged 3 and under.
1.Home visits allow us to learnjirst-hand about the conditions o f  life for the family and to 
respomftoTftem. sVoxl̂ -iv>V'
2 .We are also able to outreach isolated families who &£ otherwise'Nikely iKat'ktj'acccss 
valuable services.

&
^Working with families very early on (prenatally or within 3 m onths o f the birth)

L) We are able to support parents in being the best parent they can.
Before patterns o f  abuse and neglect arc begun we can talk with parents about the roots of

such patterns.
3. Most physic abuse occurs among young children below the age o f 5, the majority under that 
age o f 2 .
4. Research tells us that the risk o f abuse and neglect can be strongly reduced if  a continuum of 
support and education are made available around the time o f birth.
5. I’ve seen families who’s behavior management tools were limited to spanking and yelling and 
who 1+ overwhelmed with the stress in their lives. They’ve stated that the consistent support of 
a home v.'sitor has reduced their stress and taught them new ways to

Stress:
1. Universal
2. Manageable
3. Increases with lack of support, resources
4. Dangerous to the welfare o f children and parents: destructive and sell-destructive behaviors

What we see: families with abundance o f stress getting support, able to provide for emotional 
and physical needs o f  children.

A  b use/neglecL  m tesjy f  I IFA p a rtic jp a n ls-fa rb elo \\u u itio n a L a ve i:a g esJo rj)o p u la tio n -a l

J • I W c t e ' f t f  6 -f

Using what we know from recent brain research, we can provide parents with education and 
m odeling about the care o f their children.
1. We now know that the brain becomes hard-wired for survival when needs arc not met and 
when safety is an issue.
2. These children likely can never recover from such traumatic beginnings.
3. The good news is that w hat the brain feeds on in the earliest years (consistent nurturing)
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As a form er school teacher, I am a strong advocate for in-home support to the primary 
caregivers o f  children aged 3 and under.
1 .Home visits allow us to IcarivJirst-hand about the conditions of life for the family and to 
rcspondrtothem.
2.We are also able to outreach isolated families who rife otherwisC^ikely rt.af'ttyacccss 
valuable services.

,-^orking with families very early on (prcnatally or within 3 months o f the birth)
1̂ )We are able to support parents in being the best parent they can.
$. Before patterns o f abuse and neglect are begun we can talk with parents about the roots of
such patterns.
3. Most physical abuse occurs among young children below the age o f 5, the majority under that 
age o f 2.
4. Research tells us that the risk of abuse and neglect can be strongly reduced if  a continuum of  
support and education are made available around the time of birth.
5. I’ve seen families who’s behavior management tools were limited to spanking and yelling and 
who felt overwhelmed with the stress in their lives. They’ve stated that the consistent support o f  
a home visitor has reduced their stress and taught them new ways to

Stress:
1. Universal
2. Manageable
3. Increases with lack of support, resources
4. Dangerous to the welfare o f children and parents: destructive and self-destructive behaviors

(^SLrWfYVlll^ CG’lY^ctaWt" ft* 4kLU T cf)
What we see: families with abundance o f stress je tt in g  support, able to provide for em otional 
and physical needs o f children. a

A buse/neglectrates of  HFA p cuijcipanlsfarbeloxiuutlional averages fo r  populcition-at

I  I W c f l tS - j l f  0-fk f  J & t& id S .

Using what we know from recent brain research, we can provide parents with education and 
modeling about the care o f their children.
1. We now know that the brain becomes hard-wired for survival when needs are not met and 
when safety is an issue.
2. These children likely can never recover from such traumatic beginnings.
3. The good news is that w hat the brain feeds on in the earliest years (consistent nurturing)
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A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re

Please en te r into the record my testimony to the

committee o n    , dated
bill #  /  subject

committee name

Signed:
Testi f ier

Representing (Optional)

A d d r e s s

10‘d

Phone number

S10EE8S 'ON XW 011 W  65:11 03H 6B-H-&W
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Juneau Montessori Center
750 St. Ann’s Avenue 

Douglas. AK 99824

A g re a t  p la c e  to  be a  c h ild !

(907)364-3535 
FAX: (907)364-3537

April 16,1999

Honorable Sean Parnell and John Torgerson 
Co-Chairs, Senate Finance Committee 
Alaska State Legislature

P.E: Child Care Grant

Dear Co-Chairs Parnell and Torgerson,
and Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

I'm writing to urge the Senate Finance Committee to fund the Child Care Grant Program at 
at least its current level.

The impact of your recommendation to transfer alt child care grant money to the assistance 
programs would be a devastating one for child care providers for the following reason:

The cost of running a child care service, whether in a home or a center, is way bigger than what 
the market could bare. In the Juneau Montessori Center tuitions represent 85% of our income. 
We currently charge $550/mo. for children in the primary class, ages 3 -6; and $575/mo. for the 
toddler program, ages 15 months - 3 years. We should be charging at least $690/mo. and 
$720 respectively.

These higher fees would only cover the current operating budget which includes wages starting 
at $7.00/hr and no benefits - medical insurance, retirement plan, or any thing like that, for any of 
the staff members; and a very limited budget for supplies arid materials.

In order to improve the working conditions of our staff and have also ihe appropriate budget for 
supplies and materials, we would have to increase the tuition fees another 30-35%. Who could 
pay $93U to $975 per month for child care?

Juneau Montessori Center's parents and staff contribute hundreds of volunteer hours working 
on fund raising, maintenance of the facility and in the classrooms preparing materials and the 
environment for our children, we also write grants and seek cash and in-kind contributions from 
individuals, businesses and corporations to balance our budget.

The Child Care Grant Program administered by the Division of Community and Rural 
Development, Department of Community and Regional Affairs, brings approximately $9,000 per 
year to our school above and beyond tuitions. It represents roughly 2.5% of our income that 
can be usod to cover part of our operations. It currently funds partially one of our staff positions, 
which, by the way, is required to maintain the adult-child ratio established by licensing.



If you were to put the additional funding into Public Assistance, would the number of recipients 
increase or would the amount they receive every month be increased?

If more people is expected to go to work, more children will need child care, how would you 
guarantee quality, safe care for those children? The Child Care Grant is currently the only 
incentive for small programs to be licensed. More and more home providers are choosing not to 
be licensed. Without the Grant, the number of licensed programs will drop considerably.

For the Juneau Montessori Center losing the Grant would mean having to raise tuitions since it 
would be very difficult for the school to replace that money through additional fund raising 
efforts. An increase in the level of tuition would affect all families particularly those with low 
income. And, if a raise in the tuition makes the school unaffordable and financially nonviable, 
we would be forced to close our doors. Then children and their families we serve would suffer 
for the lack of quality child care and early childhood education and the 14 members of our staff 
would be unemployed.

We would like you to reconsider and to actually increase the level of the Child Care 
Grant by 50% as the Governor proposed in his budget.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Lupita Alvarez Botelho 
Executive Director

P. S. Alaska's children deserve quality and safe child care. Child Care Providers deserve 
decent wages. Augmenting the Child Care Grant would help somewhat to improve in these
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Please s t a r t  rebuilding t h e  University of  Alaska. I u rg e  you  t o  fully fund th e  P res iden t 's  
r eq u e s t  for t h e  U of  A b u d g e t .  Earnings from Alaska’s  in v e s tm e n t s  a re  available a n d  we 
m u s t  u se  th e m  for t h e  financially s ta rv e d  n e c e s sa ry  s t a t e  agencies .



CITY OF KETCHIKAN 
City Manager's Office 
334 Front Street
Ketchikan. Alaska 99901___________________________ F A C S I M I L E

Date: April 16, 1999 
Pages (+ cover): 2

TO:
Governor Tony Knowles-----------465-3532
Drue Pearce, Senate Presldent--465-3872 
Brian Porter, House Speaker— -465-3834
Senator Robin Taylor---------------4JI35-3922
Representative Bill Williams------465-3793
House Finance Committee------- 465-6813
Senate Finance Committee------ 465-6592,
465-4779, 405-6595

Phone:
Facsimile: see above numbers
cc:

FROM:
Karl Arnylon, City Manager

Phor.e: (907)228-5603 
Facsimile: (907) 225-5075

remarks: pu r o en t  DFqr your review □ R eplya .s .a.p. D P lease comment

Attached please find a copy of:

City of Ketchikan, Resolution No. 99-1936

Re: Council of the City of Ketchikan strongly opposes the elimination by the 
State of Alaska in Revenue Sharing and Safe Communities Programs as the 
elimination of such funding is simply a shift of costs to local communities, not a 
real reduction in the State budget.

Pleaee contact Linda at 228-5603 if you have problems receiving this facsimile.

TO ‘d NW IHDJ.3* 30  AJ.I3 SAOS 9 2 2  AOl> 6C :9T  6 6 6 1 -9 X -W )



CITY OF KETCHIKAN, ALASKA

RESOLUTION NO. M-1936

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KETCHIKAN, ALASKA 
OPPOSING THE ELIMINATION OF STATE OF ALASKA REVENUE SHARING 
AND SAFE COMMUNITIES PROGRAMS AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska is proposing to deal with part of Its budget crisis by 
eliminating tbe Revenue Sharing and Safe Communities Programs; and

WHEREAS, the City of Ketchikan General Fund has been programmed to receive 
$204,000 In Revenue Sharing and $403,000 of Safe Communities funding from the State of Alaska 
in 1999; and

WHEREAS, If both programs are terminated, the City’s General Fund stands to lose a total of 
$807,000; and

WHEREAS, an additional loss in Revenue Sharing that the City is required to pass through to 
certain health care facilities In the community Is estimated to total $95,600 for 1999; 8nd

WHEREAS, reductions in the funding of these programs in prior years has already resulted in 
higher local taxation; and

WHEREAS, the loss of such funding will either result In significant reductions to essential municipal 
and critical health care services, or result In significantly higher taxes and fees for the citizens of 
Katchikan;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ketchikan, Alaska as
follows:

Section 1, Tha Council of the City of Katchikan, Alaska, strongly opposes the elimination 
by the State of Alaska in Revenue Sharing and Safa Communities Programs as the elimination of 
such funding Is simply a shift of costs to local communities, not a real reduction in the State budget.

Section 2. This resolution shall be effective immediately upon adoption.

PASSED AND APPROVED this / -  day of I  1999,

Bob Weinstein, Mayor

Katharine M. Suiter 
City Clerfc

2 0  " d IMVXIH013X dO A 1IO SAOS S 2 2  A06 6E I9 T  6 6 6 1 -9 1 - f rO
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I support every effort <o reduce government both in size and spending, this is a rare 
opportunity to choose between wants and need’s. I believe 80% o f  our state government 
could disappear and we would be better for it.

I am a 70-year-old citizen, resident for forty years, I live in a city and borough-taxing 
district, self employed, no retirement fluids, I have long advocated less government. If it 
will reduce government size and scope I am ready for elimination o f  my 550,000 borough 
senior tax exemption, longevity bonus. Any and all property tax exemptions. I will 
welcome less social sendees (especially alcohol related).

Elimination or reduction o f any or all programs, complete elimination o f departments to 
numerous to list here, I was especially encouraged by proposal cut o f  S600,000.oo for 
land planning, we have funded this bureaucracy for 30 years with nothing in return.

We need good road’s, past cuts have been on wrong end, cut beaurocrates instead o f the 
wonderful guys and gals that do the work. We need good schools not run as social 
engineering experiments.

I encourage 100% elimination o f  municipal assistance, it's time we citizens get to choose. 
I ask you not to disturb permanent fund distribution as I believe it is extremely important 
to larger family’s, especially those in out lying villages and towns.

As for retirement, I intend to work till unable, then I expect my children to care for me to 
the end.

The Maj or’s crusade for funds do not speak for me.

Respectfully I am,

Harold A. Jackson
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DADS-AK ( N o n - p r o f i t  A s s o c ia t io n )

" F a th e r s  h e lp in g  F a th e rs  and F a m i l ie s  f in d  J u s t ic e "

PHONE/FAX: (9 0 7 )  2 7 4 -D A D S (3 2 3 7 )

WEB S IT E : www. d a d s a la s k a . o rg  E M AIL: DADS_ALASKA@ hotm ail. com

POST OFFICE BOX 1 0 0 8 2 7 , A n ch o rag e , Ak 9 9 5 1 0 -0 8 2 7  

OPEN MEETINGS IN  ANCHORAGE:
1 s t  W ednesday, May 5 ,  7pm, P h i l l i p s  I n t . I n n  on 2902  M in n e s o ta  
3 rd  S u n d ay , A p r i l  1 8 , 3 :3 0 -5 p m , R o u n d ta b le  P iz z a ,  D iam ond C e n te r

AGENDA:
1 . REAL DADS TV , GCI Com m unity A ccess C a b le  C h .4 4 , Sundays 5pm.
2 .  F a m ily  Law S u r e f in d e r  f o r  A k, 1999 C D -R O M (sa les  c a l l  2 7 9 -0 0 1 6 )
3 . F a m ily  C om m ission
4 .  P a re n t  B i l l s  b e fo r e  th e  2 1 s t  L e g i s t l a t u r e .
5 .  F a th e r s  f a c in g  f a l s e  a c c u s a t io n s / a l i g a t i o n s .
6 .  V i s i t a t i o n / M e d i a t i o n  p r o j e c t .
7 .  DADS-AK M o d i f i c a t io n  P e e r -p a n e l p r o p o s a l .
8 .  Im peachm ent i n v e s t ig a t io n s  f o r  p r e ju d ic e d  S t a t e  J u d g e s .
9 .  P ic k e t in g  th e  C o u rt System  and L IO s .
1 0 . P a r a le g a ls ,  a f f o r d a b l e  le g a l  c o u n s e l and a c c e s s  t o  th e  C o u r ts .
1 1 .R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  s ta n d in g  f o r  a C la s s - a c t io n  l a w s u i t .

' m uu q i l k i J  ► £  U 0 )I]R U 9 0 1  T e T .

http://www.dadsalaska.org
mailto:DADS_ALASKA@hotmail.com
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*HSr‘ Toreros who run from jhclr 
!' obligations to pay child jdjpport 
'■'now rtak more Chan sUcett pqy- 

checKsor suspended driver’s U-

Under a new federal pro­
gram, they can get arrested at 
gunpoint and thrown M prison.

Operating In seven states and 
tbe District of Columbia, the 
program combines a computer 
network with the grime-fight­
ing talents of poflMfand US. 
marshals. The point: to nab par­
ents who crass state lines to 
awrfd supporting their children. 
More than 200 arrests have 
been made so far, which could 
bring in $3.8 million In overdue 
child support '*'>■'

The program,"ah outgrowth 
of last year's federal "Deadbeat 
Parents Punishment Act," al­
lows agents working tor the In­
spector general's office of the 
Department of Health and Hu­
man Services to carry guns and 
Issue arrest warrants.v- 

Since it started lad spring, 
the program has nabbed some 
notorious "deadbeats." A for­
mer Border Patrol agent who 
quit his job and moved from his 
children was arrested at his 
scuba school in Hawaii. A law­
yer and plastic surgeon was ar­
rested In New York on charges 
that he owed/more than 
1172,000. A police chief was ar­
rested in Wyoming on charges 
of falling to pay child support In 

. NewYbrk. -?••- j*\!l 
) This month, •' man 'in Fhjr- 
fax, Vt, got a 20-pibnth prison 
term for falling <0 pqy $106,000 
to his three children. The man 
had fled toom authorities twice, 
once to Israel and once to Gal­
veston, Tbcas, where he was ar- 
rwtaL V ,t  ■”

“These parents did not walk 
away flora their famines,'they 
ran,* sttys Wallace DutXowski, 
director of Michigan's child 
support office. ■* ■'

Nationwide, leas than 25% of 
the $60 bOUon owed in child 
support Is collected. Nearly 
one-third of the money must be 

"41

pond on child stifl 
Legislation 

duccd In 'COngrcSs-' 
would toke'child I 
forcemeat duties*) 
states and glvq them'l 
temal Revenue SerylctV* 
nlreody coltects about $lStl 
annually In child'suppoft 
topping parents' l/v6dmê ax 
funds. The legislation httTf̂ i 
to advance in Congress ft j 
vious years. £ ’ \

In the meantime,“ihefedk 
government has recently m 
dated a 50-state computer i 
work and a method of track 
newly hired workers thrw 
their employers. Even so, i 
most clever child support ev 
era remain elush*.

"Vbu still have to have a p 
alty for not paying," sgys k  
Hartwig, deputy Insoe-riorg 
eral tor invesMf*: . -t < 
Department of rafc a.j I 
man Services.

Under the new federal p 
gram, parents with child n 
port debts of at leasi $5,000 c 
be Imprisoned for up to h 
years If they croes state lines 

Officials In Michigan, Ot 
and Illinois, where the props 
began last year, ity the tore 
of arrests leads more parents 
p«y what they owe. The pt 
gram was expanded this fa 
to include Delaware, Mary!an 
Pennsylvania, Virginia anrf tt 
District of Columbia. It wtll 1 
expanded to TO more states If 
er this year Ttexas, Louisian 

, Oklahoma, Indiana, Mtonesoti 
NewYjrk, New Jersey,Tafito 
nla, Oregon and Washington.

One ofk those helped by to 
program \jfa» Joy Mamne 
who has been unable tor'nw 
of the past 15 years to colkx 
child support from" he?* ■ 
husband. Federal agents seize 
him ln Washington state' las 
year by breaking Into his apart 
mcnt “I would have loiifcdt) 
have been there,* Marrtoc 
says A Judge ordered thejh 
ther to pay all $19,000 he'd** 
while on probation for the'tes 
five years. - ’

A *  «.*--•

M u c h  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  s t i l l  o w e d
Dospito an increase in the number of chikt-suppori cases that am 
resolved, tbe percentage of cases In which money ftjgfjgjs st* 
small. Fewer than one In four casae result In payrrwitmJP^

Number of . Number of Pereegiof 
In which cases In which tjm*. k u



City of Soldotna
177 North Birch •  Soldotna, Alaska 99669 •  Phone: (907) 262-9107

April 16,1999
Via Fax: (9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 - 6 5 9 2

Senator Sean Pamell, Co-Chair 
Senator John Torgerson, Co-Chair 
And Members Senate Finance Committee 
5th Floor, Room 520 Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re: Operating Budget

The Mayor, Council and I ask your support for maintaining local government fun< ’^q In 
the state budget.

SC/RS remains a vital component of local government funding. I believe it to b̂ . 
appropriate method of distributing funds to insure services to citizens of the state. 
Large cuts jeopardize transportation, health and public safety functions provided within 
the state by cities ana boroughs. Where reductions must be made, the cuts should 
recognize the value of local services and not pass the burden of cuts on to local 
governments disproportionally as has been done in the past, and is now adopted by the 
Alaska House of Representatives.

Local government funding has already oeen reduced by over 50% in the last 10 years, 
while the state budget has not been reduced similarly. Past studies show duplicated 
functions by state agencies, yet no state cuts are there. This dlsproportlonal treatment 
needs to stop.

For Soldotna, the cuts made by the house would reduce the City budget by $325,000 
between 6-7% of the total revenue. While not as disastrous as the cuts to some smaller 
communities, this would seriously impact the City. We would have to look at a tax 
increase of 1.37 mils or to reducing seivices. Service reductions could include reducing 
library hours, stopping snow removal on the shoulders of the state highway (not 
currently done by the State maintenance crew), cutting back on police, reducing library 
hours, cutting back on snowplowing and less cleaning of storm drains that empty into 
the Kenai River. While we consider some reduction probable, nothing of this magnitude 
was anticipated.

Thank you for this opportunity to submit comments.

Thomas R. Boedeker 
City Manager
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t..onnnco A laska lnu>rporaicd/Red Dog Minc/l'.O . Box 1230/Kulzebue, Alaska 99752/Tel. (9 07 )426 -2 .170

VIA FAX: 907-465-6592 

April 16,1999

Senator Sean Pamell
Co-Chair, State Senate Finance Committee
PO Box 110804
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0804

Re: Alaska Technical Center

Dear Senator Pamell:

I am asking you to please reconsider the elimination of funding for the Alaska Technical 
Center.

The Alaska Technical Center is a key component in die education and training structure 
for the Red Dog Mine. Since January 1997 Red Dog has used ATC exclusively as the 
training location of choice for all of our apprentice training.

Prior to using ATC we trained at AVTEC in Seward. Red Dog received only 25% return 
on our students sent to Seward. A 75% non-completion rate was exceeding expensive 
and frustrating. The success rate at ATC has been 90%. Additionally, by having the 
facility close to us, we can participate in the education that our apprentices are receiving. 
We are receiving a much better product than we were from AVTEC.

To fully fond AVTEC and turn your backs on ATC is not understandable. Mining is 
becoming the new economic engine in Alaska and ATC is contributing to this economic 
growth. This facility has kept its commitment to the state to upgrade its classes and 
produce quality graduates. In return the state now chooses not to keep its commitment to 
northwest Alaska.

The Red Dog Mine has benefited and greatly appreciates the past funding to ATC.
Please reconsider this unjustified cut and help me fond a very successful technical center.

Sincerely yours,

A Suosiaia/y oj c onunco nmertcan incorporated

John L . K ey
General Manager, Red D og Operations
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t..ommco Alaska lnu>rporaicd/Red D o ”  Mine/P.O. Box 1230/K.ulzebue, Alaska 99752/Tel. (9 0 7 )4 2 6 -2 1 7 0

VIA FAX: 907-465-6592 

April 16, 1999

Senator Sean Pamell
Co-Chair, State Senate Finance Committee
PO Box 110804
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0804

Re: Alaska Tech meal Center

Dear Senator Pamell:

I am asking you to please reconsider the elimination o f funding for the Alaska Technical 
Center.

The Alaska Technical Center is a key component in the education and training structure 
for tne Red Dog Mine. Since January' 1997 Red Dog has used ATC exclusively as the 
training location o f choice for all of our apprentice training.

Prior to using ATC vve trained at AVTEC in Seward. Red Dog received only 25% return 
on our students sent to Seward. A 75% non-completion rate was exceeding expensive 
and frustrating. The success rate at ATC has been 90%. Additionally, by having the 
facility close to us, we can participate in tire education that our apprentices are receiving. 
We are receiving a much better product than we were from AVTEC.

To fully fund AVTEC and turn your backs on ATC is not understandable. Mining is 
becoming the new economic engine in Alaska and ATC is contributing to this economic 
growth. This facility has kept its commitment to the state to upgrade its classes and 
produce quality graduates. In return the state now- chooses not to keep its commitment to 
northwest Alaska.

The Red Dog Mine has benefited and greatly appreciates the past funding to ATC.
Please reconsider this unjustified cut and help me fund a very successful technical center.

Sincerely yours,

A Suosiaiary oj c ommco /tmcrican incorporated

John L. K ey
General Manager, Red D og Operations
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Phone (907|452*32M * Uni 1907) wn-n.M

WINSTON S. BURBANK
wbuibilftkÂpnlaTTKl.cOin

{.W I OMVftQL 
PAUL A BAftKmT

April 16,1999

Members of The Alaska Legislature

RE: Full Funding for the University of Alaelc*

Dear Senator? and Representatives:

I ant writing this let*er to state my support for full ftinding of the University of Alaska. I 
realize in these relatively light economics times that you are all faced with very difficult decisions, 
but os a State tliat relics on k  source development, it is essential that wc invest in the most valuable 
resource found in the Slate, the intellect of our youth.

As a studem U the University of Alaska Fairbanks in the mid to late 1980's, I watched the 
University take repeated economic hits from which it has yet to recover. In order to develop our
intellectual resources and kwp our daughters and aonjs in Alaska, it it essontial that the University 
be funded on a level that allows it to recover from the past under-funding, and compete with other 

. state universities for our cliildren.

I look forward to the day that ray four children will attend the University of Alaska and ask 
that you permit the University to thrive by providing fUll funding for the next fiscal year.

Very truly yours.

JFW/ljd

McCONAHY, ZIMMERMAN A WALLACE
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To: Members of iho Senate Financo Committee April 16, 4 999

From: TomSiimpflo,
POB 61428
Fairbanks, AK 99708

I undorstand you are proposing to cut ono million dollars from the DNR Division of Land's budget, Such a cut would 
cripple the division with the loss of 20-25 positions statewide..

DNR Is a big revenue generator for the State. Does it make sense to cue ft department that actually bringe in money?
Those who will suffer are YOUR CONSTITUENTS, and they will come to you for answers.

In particular I ask you, 'do NOT cut the $726,400 for DL's budget for planning and coordination with other agencies. 
Hcstore this money. If you fool you have no alternative but to cut DNR, instead cut money from the list of options the 
DNR Commissioner has identified a d that are not mandated by the Alaska Statutes end thus are not integral to the 
workings of DNR,

Planning and coordination protect both the state and the client from litigation —  the left hand knows what the right 
hand is doing. Without land plans DL would have no direction for wise, beat value use of the State's natural resource*, 
nor consistency In decision making. Without coordinating with other agencies, DL would be working In the dark, in a 
vacuum, with the State's natural resources at risk,' The Federal government would roll over us.

Why would you want to cripple your revenue generator?

Instead of continuing to cut revenue-generating departments, please focus on how to generate Income that will save 
our quality of life and our University, wherein tha Stale's future lies.

I suggest you cap the permanent fund dividend so that 8 certain percentage of the dividend will always go to Individual 
residents and the remainder go to funding the services and education which make Alaska a quality piece ro Ifvc,

Sincerely,

Tom Stimpfie
  i
/  pV n

I



APR-16-99 SAT 4:21 PM C, D. F. U. FAX NO. 9074243430

Cordova District Fishermen United
Celebrating 65 Years of Service to Commercial Fishermen in Cordova, Alaska 

P.O. Box 939 Cordova, Alaska 99574 / Telephone (S07) 424-3447 / Fax (907) 424-3430

April 16,1999

Senator Sean Parnell, Co-Chair 
Senate Finance Committee 
State Capitol 
MS 3100
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

SENT VIA FACSIMILE TO 4 6 5 - 6 5 9 2

Dear Members,

Cordova District Fishermen’s United (CDFU) is an organization comprised of Prince William Sound and 
Copper River fishing families dependent upon the excellent management of our fisheries provided by 
the Alaska Department of Fish & Game.

We would like to impiess upon you our grave concern over your proposed cuts to the ADF&G budget.

Since the majority of General Fund dollars allocated to ADF&G are located within the Commercial 
Fisheries Division, whether you intend it or not, the majority ot cuts to the Department will be borne by 
that Division. The proposed cuts to the Department will, in fact, gut the Comm Fish Division. The result 
will be fisheries managed conservatively to provide for escapement and subsistence uses, and both 
horvost and production will necessarily suffer. Our fisheries will be unable to generate the revenue that 
fishermen, their families and crews, coastal communities and indeed, the State, depend upon. In a time 
of declining oil revenues, it makes little sense to jeopardize a renewable resource industry which puts 
money INTO the coffers of the state, and whic‘i has been a vital component of the State s economy for 
a over a century.

We are certain that once your attention is called to tho economic counterproductivity of these cuts to the 
the State, the coastal communities, and the fishing industry, you will rcstoro funding to ADF&G, at least 
to the level passed by the House. Unfortunately, the funding mechanism you are depending upon- 
contractual agreements with the federal government to manage subsistence-is uncertain and not 
responsive to the funding needs of Alaska’s fisheries.

Respectfully submitted,

Sue Aspelund 
Exe-utive Director

oc: Repres' five John Harris
Senatoi . .orglanna Lincoln 
House Special Committee on Fisheries
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McCONAHY, ZIMMERMAN & WALLACE 
ATTOR^rSAT IAW

MICHAEE P. McCONAHY A Professional Corporation Serving Alukfl Since 1977 
meoop>Ay(gpo<im«t.com 71 * Q»Cftxv Rm4. Suite 202

CHRISTOPHER E. ZIMMERMAN FtlrtmU, Alart* 9970M678
oliwmcT48poliinet.com Plio*t (907) 452-2211. Fax (907)456-1137

JOHN FOSTER WAU-ACE
fwiilK-SpllilWkHTWt

WINSTON S. BURBANK 
vtrbuibinkl̂ poltrnei.eom

orcowni 
PAULA, BARHETT

16 April 1999

Members of the Alaska Legislature

RE: Full Funding for the University of Alaska

Dear Senators and Representatives,
I am writing in response to recent reports that the Finance Committees in both Houses have 

not provided for hill funding of the University of Alaska's budget request. 1 believe this action to 
be short-sighted. Nothing in the State Budget is more important than the education opportunities 
for our young people. Flat fttnding of die University will lead to a further decline in the services 
offered by that institution and a further diminution in the quality of instruction and the ability of ihe 
University to servo Aloaka'c people.

TheUniversiry provides not only educational but cultural opportunities to A laska's residents, 
It provides both technical and academic learning opportunities in our rural areas. In Fairbanks the 
Fairbanks Symphony and the University Summer Fine Arts Camp axe prime examples of the benefits 
of a quality university.

Without increased funding to allow replacement of faculty, repair of facilities and expansion 
and continuation of programs, the University System will wither. I believe that this should not be 
permitted to happen. We need a first rate University System. We need the research, career training 
and educational opportunities together with the enrichment of our lives that the University provides 
to all of us,

I urge each of you to support full funding of die University's budget. You have a choice. 
You can be penny wise sod pound foolish and decide you can worry about the University's problems 
tomorrow or you can use foresight and fully fund now. I urge you to do the latter and provide for 
the many needs that our fine University System currendy has. I guarantee that it will cost les9 to do 
it now than to try to fix the problems which will be caused by inadequate funding later.

Very truly yours,

Y frn m n
Christopher E. Zimmerman
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WINSTON S. BURBANK
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16 April 1999

Members of the Alaska Legislature

RE: Full Funding for the University of Alaska

P e a r  Senators and Representative?,

1 am writing in response to recent reports that the Finance Committees in both Houses have not 
provided for full funding of the University of Alaska's budget request. I believe this action to be 
short-sighted, Flat funding of the University will lead to a further decline in the services offered by 
that institution and a farther diminution ln the quality of instruction and the ability of the University 
to serve Alaska's people. The University provides not only educational but cultural opportunities 
to Alaska's residents. It provides both technical and academic learning opportunities in our rural 
Areas. In Fairbanks the Feirbenke Symphony and the University Summer Fine Arts Camp arc prime 
examples of the benefits of a quality university.

Without increased funding to allow replacement of faculty, repair of facilities and expansion and 
continuation of programs, the University System will wither. I believe that this should not be 
permitted to happen. We need a first rate University System. We need the roueoroh, coreer training 
and educational opportunities together with the enrichment of our lives that the University provides 
to all of us.

I urge each of you to support fall funding of the University’s budget.

mailto:c7immtr@polimfr.com
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Apr-16-00 02:35p« From-SOA ONR 01V OF LAND 4 DIV OF AG -  NRO 807451275! T-034 P.01/02 F-871

To: Members of tho Senate Finance Committee April 16,1999

From: Nancy L. Rabemtr, POB 81428, Fairbanks, AK 99708

Let me begin by saying 1 realize you have a difficult task in dealing wiih the State's deficit. I'm concerned that you 
don't roaliie the tangible impacts of some of your proposed cuts, in particular the 11,000,000 cut to the DNR Division 
of Land.

I am on 11 year employee with the Division of Land (DL), Northern Rogion <NRQ) in Fairbanks. I am 1 of 12 Natural 
Resource Officers who issue land use permits, leases and silos which facilitate development of the state's natural 
resources, We manage all the state land north of the Alaska Range, from the Canadian border to the Barring and Arctic 
Seas. Through previous budget cuts we are down to only one third of our 1965 staff.

The DNR is ono of the State's biggest revenue generators. The Division of Land, NRO, brings In 5350,000 per year 
from north slope material sales alone. The finance oommlttea's proposed 51,000,000 cut would mean the loss of at 
lea'st 2 moro positions from our Fairbanks office. This loss would decrease the amount of revenue we can bring to the 
state. Oob6 cutting your revenue generator to aave revenue make sense?

I notico 5726,400 of the cut b3S been targeted from DL'S budget meant for 'Allocate I Planning Land end Resources',
I sUQoest you not make this cut. but roinstate this money. Instead, cut other options that the DNR Commissioner has 
Idcntifiod and that are not mandated by the AlBsk* Statutes and thus ore not integral to the workings of DNR.

'Allocate I Planning' Includes all the interagency coordination and planning required to both defend the State’s interests 
and issue outhorizaiion*?. They are not separate from DL's function in authorizing use of state land, they're an Integral 
part of the process. DL works with other state, federal, municipal or Native agencies for every authoriza-tion (permits, 
leases, sales) for people and businesses to use state land -  that coordination facilitates authorizations for use of state 
lend and protects both the state and the client from litigation —  (ho left hand knows what the right hand Is doing. DL 
is wlady required to use land use plans as guides In decision making. The plans promote best value use of natural 
resources and glvo consistency to our decisions. If 01 could not plan, or coordinate with other aoencies. then the DL 
could not dofond or properly develop State's interests. The Federal government would rod over us.

It would be like many football teams trying to play ball on the same field at the same time without any game plan or 
communication with oach other. Imagine the outcome. It would be chaos. Alaskan land Is tho Hold, tho agencies are 
tho teams. If the agencies were not planning or coordinating they 11 would not know where they were going, and 2) 
would be working AT QDDS with each other, each aiming for their own goals and each losing out.

Some of the more visible planning and coordination functions are;
1) Authorizations -  For every authorization for people and businesses to use state land DL coordinates with other 

agencies and uses tho land plan as a guide.
2) Gv e a interne -  DL represents state land interests in the intarogency decisions for choosing the route, developing 

the access, and Issuing the authorizations for the Imertie
3) Fire Protection Levels -  DL representatives work with the State, Federal, and Native Corporation fire managers In

changing fire protection levels that can save the State money.
4) MFS Fiber Qptip Cable -  DL coordinated with other agencies in doveloping and authorizing access for the fiber optic 

cable.
5) Alaska Coastal Zona Management Prooram -  DL must coordinate and plan with the Federal government In order to 

issue authorizations for land use in the coastal zone
O Dalton Highway Flan -  DL works with the Federal government and Native corporations to facilitate development of 

the Denali Highway corridor. No coordination *  no development
7) Denali Park Gateway -  DL works with the National Park Service, the Denali Borough and other agencies to facilitate 

development and thus relieve growth Issues tor the Denali Park gateway communities.
8) Denull .Park North Access Feasibility Study - DL represented the state In plans to develop access to Denali Park via

a northern route and potential railroad. No coordination » no state Interest protected or developed.
9) Municipal Entitlements -  DL coordinates with municipalities to convey to them their land selections so that they

can carry on with their own resource development.
10) Nonana River Access ~ OL coordinates with the National Pork Service and other agencies to assure public access to 

and development of facilities for the Nonana River.

Instead of continuing to cut revenue-generating departments, I'd like to see tho legislature focus on how to generate 
income that will save our quality of life and our University, wherein the State's future lies. I suggest you cap the 
permanent fund dividend so that a certain percentage of tha dividend will always go to Individual residents and tha
remainder go to funding the service* *nd education which make Alaska a quality place to live.

Thank you for your consideration, Nency Rabener
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Ear[ EC. ‘Beisttine
Mine Consultant

P. O. Box 80148 Telephone: (907) 479-6240
Fairbanks, Alaska 99708 FAX: (907) 479-0176

April 16, 1999

Please send the attached letter to the following:

1. Alaska Senate, Finance Committee
2. Alaska House of Representatives, Finance Committee
3. John Davies
4. Gary Wilken
5. Tom Brice

Thank you,


