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April 6* 1998 

Dear Senator

Both my wife and I are very much in favor of the current bill that bans same sex marriages. We 
were disappointed to learn that an Alaska Superior Court judge declared the current law 
unconstitutional.

Would you please do everything within your power to pass legislation that preserves the sanctity 
o f the fam ily  and marriage between a man and a women. We fear very serious social 
consequences will follow if same sex marriages kt c  allowed anywhere.

Dr. and Mrs. Gary L. Child 
Anchorage, AK
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Patty BarsaJou 
9123 Elgin Cir 
Anchorage AK 99515

Dear Senator Sharp,

As a registered voter for twenty one years, I have occasionally raised my 
voice in either suppo rt or lack of for issues currently occurring n our 
government, both  s ta te  an d  federal. The issue of hom osexual verses 
heterosexual m arriage is the one I would like to address today. $ JR  42 is a 
bil* i am in  favor of.

There arc no o ther s ta te s  th a t allow sam e sex marriages. No o ther country 
allows sam e sex m arriages. I do not believe we had the opportunity  to vote 
for Judge Michalski. so why should wc allow an  appointed offleja to set 
policy for the people of Alaska.

Frankly I am  surprised  th is is even an issue lo consider. It la so udicrous 
tha t a t first I gave it a  laugh, believing no one in their right m ind could 
consider seriously th is philosophy. As you know, I was wrong. L me add 
my voice to the crowd who say this is wrong. It will cost A laska lar more 
than  tax dollars. The veiy foundation of our state and country is built on ihe 
foundation of sohd hom es of two opposite gender parents. 1 look forward to 
seeing how you vote on (his issue.

Respectfully,

Patty Bursalou
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April 2, 1998
Dear Senator Leman:

Wc are writing as an owner o f  an Alaskan tourism company in opposition to SJR 42.
Our business sustains our family, as well as our 40 plus employees. We are concerned that the State 
o f  Alaska is embarking on a negative campaign, represented by SJR 42 which could have serious 
impacts to the Alaska tourism industry.

In order for tourism in Alaska to remain healthy, our slate needs to show respect for all potential 
visitors. People o f  all races, genders, sexual orientations, etc., need to feel welcome by our state. By 
passing resolutions and constitutionally questionable laws against gays and lesbians, we are thus 
stating that we are unfriendly to this large constituency and client base. Successful boycotts in other 
states and cities have done great damage to tourism businesses. We respectfully urge you not to iut 
our company at risk in this way.

Thank you in advance to your best response to my concerns.

Susan Warner and Ken Leghorn

c: Alaska Stale Senators
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SECONDARY SEXUAL C H A R A C T E R IS T IC S  UPON V IS U A L  A SSESSM EN T MAKES I T  

USUALLY APPARENT TO THE CLER K  IS S U IN G  A M ARRIAGE L IC E N S E  TO DO SO 

AND A S IM P L E  CHROMOSOME T E S T  OF XY OR XX WOULD BACK UP THE L E G A L IT Y  

OF IS S U IN G  A M ARRIAGE L IC E N S E .

NO SUCH S C IE N C E  E X IS T S  TO DAY . U N T IL  A G E N E T IC  HOMOSEXUAL FACTOR 

I S  R E A D IL Y  A V A ILA B LE FO R M ARRIAGE L IC E N S IN G , DO NOT ALLOW HOMOSEXUAL 

M ARRIAGES BY THE S T A T E . HOMOSEXUALS ARE ENVOLVED IN  A MONI TA PY  SCAM 

TO IN V A D I^SA M E  S D ^ H E A I .T H  CARE AND R ETIR EM EN T P R IV IL E D G E S  MADE BY 

GOVERNMENT AND P R IV A T E  E N T E R P R IS E  TO PRO TECT C H IL D R E N  AND THE SPO U SE S 

WHO SU R V IV E  THE WAGE E A R N E R .  I n c o m e  t a x  d e d u c t a b l e s ,  g r a n t s  t o  

e a c h  c h i l d  i n  t h e  f a m i l y ,  f r e e  s c h o o l ,  p r o t e c t i o n  l a w s  a r e  i n  p l a c e  

t o  p r o m o t e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  s p e c i e s .  THOSE WI THOUT C H I L D R E N  GO W IT H O U T .

THERE I S  NO SUCH A T H IN G  AT T H I S  T I ME  AS A G E N E T I C A L L Y  I D E N T I F I A B L E  

HOMOSEXUAL.  FAKED B E HAVI OR  BY A NORMAL P ERSON TOW/ RD A S E L F  P R O ­

CLAIMED HOMOSEXUAL COULD BY THE SEXUALLY NORMAL PE RS ON P R O S T I T U T I N G  

THEMSELVES GAI N NEEDED BUT D E N I E D  HEALTH CARB_, THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 

OF RE T I RE ME NT  FUNDS AND I N H E R I T A N C E  TAX BRE A KS .  W O U L D N 'T  I T  BE E A S I E R  

TO MAKE HEALTH CARE U N I V E R S A L  AND AVAI LABLE TO TUB ME DI C AL L Y 

UNI NSURABLE AND TH O SE D E N I E D  HEALTH CARE?  AT THE SAME T I M E  DENY 

COURT GRANTED ALIMONY AND S UR VI VOR  B E N E F I T S  TO HOMOSEXUALS C L A I M I N G  '  

MARITAL R I G H T S .  TAKE AWAY THE MONEY AND THE R E C O G N I T I O N  PROBLEM W £ U  

GO AWAY. PRO TECT OUR FUTURE C H I L D R E N .

T . P .  BURRELL 
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JANET F. GARECHT 
5440 Tiena Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99507 
(907) 563-6882

April 6, 1998

Via facsimile to 907-465-2070

The Honorable Bert Sharp 
Alaska Senate 
State Capitol 
Juneu, Alaska 99801

Re: Proposed Constitutional Amendment
SJR 42

Dear Senator Sharp:

I am writing as a registered voter and concerned citizen of Alaska to ask you to 
support SJR 42, I am a firm believer in the institution of marriage — the traditional marriage 
between one man and one woman. Marriage and the family are the foundation cf our 
civilization. It is absolutely wrong for one, unelected judge to redefine this institution, without 
the people of Alaska being involved in the decision. Passage of SJR 42 will allow the voters to 
decide the issue, as it should be. It will give the people a chance to say to Judge Peter Michalski, 
"You’re overruled!"

I ask you to stand firm in support of SRJ 42 and traditional marriage. Thank you.

Very truly yours,

TOTAL P.01
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To: Senator Bert Sharp

flttn: Bert Sharp 
Fbh # : 1 -9 0 7 -4 6 5 -2 0 7 0

This is a QuickFan.

Note: Dear Senator: I strongly urge you to support SJR42. LUe as Rlaskans and
as a Country need STRONG TRADITIONAL FflMILV IDEALS. Please support fam ily  
ualues.
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P l e a s e  a c c e p t  t h e  e n c l o s e d  o r i g i n a l ( s )  o f  w r i t t e n  
t e s t i m o n y  f o r  t h e

Jhy.'.v '/s ) t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  s c h e d u l e d  o n

9 / / j ______________________ . A c o p y  o f  t h i s  t e s t i m o n y  w a s

t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  v i a  f a x .

T h a n k  y o u ,



fi/l'lrj'lL ,
Please en te r in to the record m y tes tim ony to the Senate Jwttetary_________

Committee Name
Comm i t t e e  on Senate Joint Resolution No. 42(JUD) D^ted April 1, 1998

Dill /  Subject

am against the above resolution. My reasons are as fol lows.

i Married persons are more stable members of society because an
individual is less likely to up root themselves and take unnecessary 
risks when they wil l affect a loved partner. Therefore it fo l lows 
that both parties wil l be more productive. In case of the disabil ity 
of one partner the other partner is legally bound to provide lor the 
disabled individual . This wou ld offset any costs to the State in the 
end.

i The majority of Alaskans maintain the opnion that there is already
too much government in our lives. We pride ourselves on our 
individual ism. Same sex marriage is an individual choice that does 
not harm anyone.

The State does not currently recognize same sex marriages. There 
is no need to amend the constitut ion, changing something that wi l l 
not change anything. W h y are you  w a stin g  m y  m o n e y ?

If this amendment is being put forth because some people bel ieve 
that same sex marriages are morally wrong and a sin, then this 
piece of legislation should never have seen the light of day. The 
United States constitution and our State constitution adhere to the 
principles of Freedom of Cho ice, Freedom of Religion, and the 
Separation of Church and State.

SIGNED: JLZL.
Testifier

Representing

U > ,

A d d r e s s  / P h o n e  N u m b e rS
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Please en te r in to the record m y te s tim ony to the Senate Judic iary_________
Committee Name

C omm itte e on Senate Joint Resolut ion No. 42(JUD) Dated April 1, 1998
Bill /  Subject

i am against the above resolution. My reasons are as fo l lows.

■ Married persons are more stable members of society because an 
individual is less likely to up root themselves and take unnecessary 
risks when they wi l l affect a loved partner. Therefore it fo l lows 
that both parties wil l be more productive. In case of the disabi l ity 
of one partner the other partner is legally bound to provide for the 
disabled individual. This wou ld offset any costs to the State in the 
end.

■ The majority of Alaskans maintain the opnion that there is already 
too much government in our lives. We pride ourselves on our 
individual ism. Same sex marriage is an individual cho ice that does 
not harm anyone.

■ The State does not currently recognize same sex marriages. There 
is no need to amend the constitution, changing someth ing that wil l 
not change anything. W h y are you  w a stin g  m y  m o n e y ?

■ If this amendment is being put forth because some people bel ieve 
that same sex marriages are morally wrong and a sin, then this 
piece of legislation should never have seen the light of day. The 
United States constitut ion and our State constitut ion adhere to the 
principles of Freedom of Choice , Freedom of Religion, and the 
Separation of Church and State.

SIGNED:
Testifier

Representing

[AJ to M 5 ^  ~ Ll ~2. 3  3
Address /  Phone NumberS
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Lisa Penalver 
1166 Skyline Drive 

Fairbanks, AK 99712, 
(907) 457-1458 

e-mail, pen-art@mosquitonet.com
o * , , 4/1/98Senator Loren Leman, 1
State Capitol, Room 115, Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182. 
fax 907-465-3810

Dear Senators,

I urge you to oppose SJR 42, The Gay Marriage Ban. I have heard outrageous 
claims - some to the effect that if we allow gays to rnarry, what is to stop Incestuous 
marriages?! Give me a break! - 1 have never heard of any group promoting incest, 
and Gays certainly do NOTII This bill is clearly an attack on a group of law-abinding, 
hard-working tax-paying citizens - simply because they are different. I am convinced 
that Alaskans and Americans are better than this!

Would you please explain to me:
1) What purpose do you believe SJR 42 serves? (Especially now that the Senate has 
unanimously approved SCR 25, urging a speedy appeal of the Brause-Doogan 
case)? Since the Senate already has requested th^ courts to resolve this matter, what 
do you think will be gained from legislative action on this issue at this time?,

2) This is clearly a Civil Rights issuel Why would you promote SJR-42, which only 
serves to violate both the privacy rights and the inherent equal rights of all citizens of 
the state of Alaska?! i

i
As an Alaskan I believe strongly that the government should not be meddling in 

the very private and intimate realm of a person’s choice of life partner. Surely the 
Legislature has better things to do than to try to tell us who we can love and live with?!
If you infringe the privacy rights of this group, you will undermine everyone's rights!

II fail to see how it is in the interests of the State to interfere with the acceptance 
of personal responsibility for a partner. This resolution is a blatant attempt to 
discriminate against the committed gay couples in our communities.

I worry that if such a resolution were to pass, we would soon be seeing 
bans on cross-religious marriages, and on interracial marriages; - it will never endl If 
we allow discrimination against one group, we grant permission to restrict the 
freedoms of any other group who may fall out of political favor! I find this resolution 
highly offensive.

Please oppose this SJR #421 This Gay Discrimination Amendment shold never 
have come up!

Sincerely,

Lisa Pefialver

mailto:pen-art@mosquitonet.com
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Dr. Marc Dumas, M.D.
1166 Skyline Drive 

Fairbanks, AK 99712, 
(907) 457-1458 

4/1/98
Senator Loren Leman,
State Capitol, Room 115, Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182. 
fax 907-465-3810

Dear Senators,

I recommend you please withdraw SJR 42, which would amend the state 
constitution to narrowly define the marriage contract as only valid if between a man 
and a woman, and which would invalidate commitments between people of the same 
gender. I cannot believe you have nothing better to do than to try to interf jre  in private 
matters that have nothing to do with you or matters of the State I

1) What purpose do you believe SJR 42 serves? (Especially now that the Senate has 
unanimously approved SCR 25, urging a speedy appeal of the Brause-Doogan 
case)? Since the Senate already has requested the courts to resolve this matter, what 
do you think will be gained from legislative action on this issue at this time?

2) This is a Civil Rights issue I Why would you promote SJR-42, which only serves to 
violate both the privacy rights and the inherent equal rights of all citizens of the state of 
Alaska?! j

3) Finally, I respectfully ret uest that SJR 42’s sponsors and supporters respond to this 
letter, answering the questions I have raised here.

I live in Alaska because Alaskans believe strongly that the government should 
not be meddling in people’s personal lives. Surely the Legislature has better things to 
do than to try to tell us who we can marry?! If you infringe the privacy rights of this 
group, you will undermine everyone’s rights. Next, you’ll be picking on immigrants and 
Jews! !

Enough is enough) Get back to the real work you were sent to Juneau to ci > - 
Stop trying to make yourselves look good by “solving " imaginary problems |You ire 
right about one thing - there exist corrupting influences in society. This hate- 
mongering bill is a perfect example. j

Please oppose this SJR #42! Alaska does NOT need a Gay Discrimination 
Amendment!

CC: All Alaska Legislators
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My n am* is D* bb I* Mir t Inez . I ■ w* I lufd In Fi irbmki  unc* 1900. I am h# r « th I i morn Ioq to t u t*q* I ni t a J r 42.
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I w ish to testify today against Senate Joint Resolution No. 42, but because I am 

at work I am unable to attend the hearing. Therefore, I am having this testim ony 

subm itted with the resolution.

I am against Senate Jo in t Resolution No. 42 because it seeks to leg is la te 

discrim ination and because it is an attack on the privacy rights of all Alaskans. The 

first statement of the resolution is undeniably meant to attack gay men and lesbians 

and to deny them the legal rights afforded to the heterosexual majority. The Superior 

Court judge noted in his decision that it is a fundamental right of all people to choose 

their life partner and that, had the will of the majority been left in place in the past, 

segregation would still exis t today. I think this attack on a certain segment of our 

society is meant to keep that segment from attaining the rights that the majority has. It 

is discrim ination, pure and simple.

The second line of the resolution disturbs me as much as the first. If passed by 

a m a jo rity of our popu la tion in November, the leg is la ture cou ld "by law, enac t 

additional requirements relating to marriage." What in the world could this mean? Is 

our state legislature willing to go even further to dom inate our population, invade their 

privacy, and elim inate their right to make their own decisions? This clear attack on the 

privacy and rights of Alaskans should be a warning to us all. How fa r will the state go 

to legislate its own view of morality?

I would like to add that I am a gay man and that I am in a long-term, committed, 

and loving relationship. My family, and the fam ily of my life partner, are both wonderful 

and accepting. We spend holidays with them, talk on the phone often, and share 

wonderful times when we can visit. Two summers ago my life partner and I flew his 

mother and niece to Alaska for a visit: a wonderful experience for us all. To imply that 

our relationship is not as honorable and loving as other relationships is a personal

Testimony for April 1. 1998-Jeff Walters



insult to not only me, but also to our families.

I have not been willing to publicly testify bef' - because of my job, but I think it 

is important for you to know what I do for a living. I am a science and math teacher at 

West Valley High School here in Fairbanks, and the reason I cannot be here today is 

because I am at work, teaching a science class or working with my students. In the 

past I have not been willing to "come out" and be open about my relationship, but I 

now feel compelled to do so because of the nature of this resolution. I trea t my 

students w ith respect fo r who they are, but I do not believe that th is resolution affords 

me or many o f my friends a sim ilar respect. am deeply troubled by the message that 

Senator Leman and others is sending out and, should this pass, I see a dangerous 

and divisive seven months ahead as this issue heads for a popular vote. I feel that I 

have no cho ice but to speak my conscience and fo llow my heart if th is debate 

continues.

I urge you to defeat this resolution. Thank-you.

Jeff Walters 
P.O. Box 82708 
Fairbanks, AK 99708



T e s t i m o n y  o n  S J R  - 4 2

SJR - 42 is a bill that benefits no one. There is no individual, no 
group, and no constituency who would benefit from the passage of 
this bill. It is my opinion that this is basically an issue of equai
rights. Not special rights, but equal rights. It is also my belief that
no group benefits from restricting the rights of others. One of the 
lessons of the civil rights movement is this: when we restrict the
rights and freedoms of one group of Americans we resLricl the rights, 
freedoms and progress o f all Americans.

Furthermore, I believe that a public debate on this issue would 
be divisive. 11 would create anger, fear, and disunity at lime when 
Alaskans need to come together to work for positive solutions to the 
larger issues affecting our society. The legislature and the Alaskan
people are currently facing many important issues that affect all 
Alaskans. Why should we spend our time and energy debating a bill 
from which no one will benefit? 1 suggest that SJR -42 be dropped 
so that the legislature and the Alaskan people can focus on moving 
forward together.

Sarah Swift Masterman 
Fairbanks, A laska



P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  S t a t e m e n t
D ena R. Iv e y  

P.O . B o x 8 0 1 6 4  
F a irb an ks , A K 9 9 7 0 8 

(907 ) 456 -2 4 71

My iiame is Dena Ivey and I am a Yup'ik woman, bom  and raised in Fairbanks. The premise upon 
which SJR-42 is founded alarms me, not simply because of its obvious discriminatory nature, bu t also 
that legislation such as this is certainly unconstitutional.

The Christian Coalition clearly has an agenda that favors SJR-42 and other similar legislation. This 
comes as no surprise to me personally, as the premise that belies SJR-42 is based upon religious 
values. W hat is confusing to me, and perhaps someone can explain this, is how  can it be that such 
legislation exists, when the Constitution clearly and explicitly prohibits the interaction of church and 
state?

Article One, Section Four in the Bill of Rights of the Alaska Constitution states, "N o law shall be 
m ade respecting the establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof." This 
provision is termed "Freedom of Religion." Article one of the Bill of Rights of the United States 
Constitution states essentially the same with regard to religion.

It is irrefutable that the basis of SJR-42 is certainly a series of religious moral values. W hat is also 
irrefutable is that these religious moral values belong within the confines of the church, and have no 
place in the affairs of the state. I realize, however, that this is stating the obvious.

The not so obvious are reasons why this legislation should be struck down, that r , to say, w hat 
compelling arguments I could assert which would support same-sex m arriage in Alaska. They are as 
follows:
1. Marriage is a stabilizing influence in our society, which promotes family and family values.
2. Gay and lesbian couples are denied significant benefits in the area of property and inheritance 

rights, legal standing, insurance and employment, and taxation because they cannot enter into 
state-sanctioned civil marriage.

3. A Hawaiian cormnission created to study same-sex marriage concluded that there are no reasons 
to deny m arriage to these couples, and significant reasons to extend the benefits of marriage to 
them. These reasons include the right to be free from discrimination and equal protection of the 
law.

4. Civil marriage is not religious marriage. The separation of church and state protects religious 
denominations that disapprove of same-sex marriage from having to perform or recognize them. 
Just as some religions now do not recognize civil divorce, no religion can be forced to recognize 
marriages that go against their teachings.

5. SJR-42 is unnecessary and costly. No state currently performs marriages for same-sex couples. If, 
in the future, some state should begin to issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples, the state 
courts will decide whether these marriages m ust be recognized. This legislation, if passed, 
guarantees that Alaska will face extensive litigation when these laws are challenged.

6. SJR-42 lacks a legitimate foundation in public policy. State policies that encourage monogamous 
marriage decreases the spread of sexually-transmitted diseases, can improve mental health by 
providing stable emotional support, and is consistent w ith state policies protecting freedom of



religion, protecting civil rights, and granting equal protection under the law. Legislation to 
restrict m arriage runs counter to these positive public ^ ' 14cy concerns.

7. SJR-42 w ould create a logistical nightm are for m arriea . ’es. America is not a country where 
legally m arried couples need to get a m arriage visa stam .d every time they cross a state border. 
The Pennsylvania Supreme Court wrote, "Specifically regarding conflicts as to recognition of 
marital status, there is strong policy favoring uniformity of result. In an age of widespread travel 
and ease of mobility, it would create inordinate confusion and defy the reasonable expectations of 
citizens whose marriage is valid in one state to hold that marriage invalid elsewhere." (re Estate of 
Lenherr, 455 Pa. at 229-30, 314 A.2d at 258 (1974)).

8. SJR would create a legal nightmare. Imagine if m arried couples had to w orry if their right to 
make medical decisions for each other, or if their spousal medical insurance was in-force simply 
because they c?me to Alaska? H ow  will companies be able to m aintain coherent personnel 
policies if tt leir offices are required by conflicting state laws to treat the same employee differently 
depending on the state where he or she is working? This anti-marriage legislation is counter to 
the established legal rules, rights and responsibilities of marriage.

9. The proposed legislation dangerously mixes religion into the business of the state. Religions and 
philosophies differ with regard to the moral imperatives they either condem n or condone. While 
some find same-sex unions repugnant, others embrace and sanctify them. If the moral position of 
some is enshrined as a legal prohibition against m arriage for same-sex couples, w hat other moral 
positions can be enacted into law? Should the state allow adulterers to remarry? Should 
procreation be a requirement for a marriage couple?

(Taken from htlp://u\vu\csx]uuxllii/.i!'s/LVusor/sa>lts/ll|,/''T‘ll-mc/poinl'>.liltnl)

Traditionally, marriage has been defined as a union between a man and a woman. However, 
marriage has also been "traditionally" defined as a union between two people of the same religion or 
the same race, and one in which wives were the property of their husbands. As early as the 1960s, 
state governments denied interracial couples the right to marry. Those "traditional" elements 
changed to reflect the equality of individuals. Today we recognize that the choice of a marriage 
partner belongs to each person, not to the state. Although domestic partnerships are a step in the 
right direction, no domestic partnership plan provides the same sort of responsibilities, benefits, 
protections and acknowledgement that m arriage does. In short, domestic partnership is no substitute 
for civil marriage. In 1989, Denmark became the first country to legalize same-gender marriage, 
which they term 'registered partnerships'. Since then, two other countries, Norway in 1993 and 
Sweden on June 7,1994, have also legalized same-gender unions. In all three countries, public 
opinion has been generally more accepting of these unions since their legalization. To illustrate the 
progress the United States has made, I conclude w ith the following: not long ago, opponents of 
interracial marriage argued that ending that discrimination would lead to polygamy. It did not, 
because one thing has nothing to do w ith the other, and the American public realized and 
acknowledged this in its acceptance of interracial marriage. There is perhaps, some hope that the 
American public will do the same for same-sex m arriage today.

Sincerely Yours,



1 am in favor of family values. Each and every gay man and lesbian comes from a family. 

In my family, all members are treated equally. In this “family” we call Alaska, all citizens 

should be treated equally and given the same rights, including the right to marry.

The Superior Court has asked the State of Alaska to show a why it has compelling 

interest in banning gay marriages. The legislators who support SJR-42 are afraid this is 

difficult. Why would it be difficult to show a compelling interest? Because there is no 

compelling interest to ban Gay marriages.

In fact, the State of Alaska has a compelling interest to allow gay men and lesbians to 

marry. Marriage is a contract to take care of each other. For instance, if 1 person is not 

working, the other supports both, RATHER THAN THE STATE OF ALASKA. If 1 

person is in poor health, the other’s health insurance can provide medical care, RATHER 

THAN THE STATE OF ALASKA. Because of this mutual financial responsibility fn one 

another, people who arc married are less likely to rely on Public Assistance in times of 

need.

Thousands of laws regarding marriage already exist, and those laws are intended to help 

spouses take care of each other. Gay men and Lesbians already form partnerships and 

take care of each other, but without the legal responsibilities to do so. It is in the best 

interest of the State of Alaska to allow ALL its citizens the legal responsibilities of taking 

care of one another, in the form of marriage.

No one is asking that churches be required to perforin Gay or Lesbian marriages.

Marriage as a religious ceremony is different from marriage as a legal institution. The 

legal version of marriage should be open to all adults in the State of Alaska, and to all 

members of every family.

Mari Galereave 
PO Box 212 
Ester, AK 99725
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Please direct this to the Senate Finance Committee.

Hello,

I am opposed to SJR-42 for several reasons.

I am a Unitarian Universalist and our first three principles affirm and promote:
1. the inherent worth and dignity of every person
2. justice, equity and compassion in human relations
3. acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations

We have a long tradition of welcoming homosexuals within our churches and ministry .Our local 
fellowship has and will continue to perform gay marriages as requested by those from the gay 
community. It is unfortunate that these marriages are not legally binding.

The Alaska Constitution does not need to be amended to further restrict the civil rights of 
homosexuals. At the very least, I would urge our legislators to allow the courts to test the legality 
of this amendment before it is submitted to the ballot.

I am tired of seeing legislation passed which will not survive court challenges. It is a waste of our 
tax monies to continue to allow this to happen.

Respectfully,

Richard Kemnitz 
P.O.Box 84734 
Fairbanks, AK 99708 
457-9009



3 1  M a r c h ,  1 9 9 8

T o  W hom  It M ay C o n cern :

I a m  w rit in g  to  u rg e  y o u  to  v o te  a g a in s t  SJR42. I h a v e  m a n y  
c o n c e rn s  a b o u t  th is  bill.

T h e re  a r e  m a n y  issu es  th a t  I m ig h t s u p p o r t  a s  a m e n d m e n ts  to  o u r  
s ta te  c o n s t itu t io n , b u t  a  "m arriag e"  issu e  is n o t  o n e  o f  th e m . T h e re  
a re  m a n y  issu e s  th a t  r e q u ire  th e  a t te n t io n  o f  o u r  le g is la tu re , a n d  th is  
b ill se e m s o n ly  a  to  d e tr a c t  f ro m  th ese . As I see  it, SJR42 w ill a llow  
o u r  le g is la tu re  to  p a ss  a n y  law  th a t  th e y  se e  fit to  a p p ly  to  m a rria g e . 
W ill it  s to p  a t  o n ly  p re v e n tin g  m a rr ia g e  b e tw e e n  tw o in d iv id u a ls  
w h o  lo v e  e a c h  o th e r  i f  th e y  a re  th e  sa m e  sex? P e rh a p s  u. w ill 
so o n  see  f it  to  a llow  m a rr ia g e  o n ly  b e tw e e n  a  m a n  a n d  a  v;oi*. if
th e y  w ill h a v e  c h ild re n . P e rh a p s  th e y  w ill m a k e  m a rr ia g e  lega l o n ly  
if  th e  c o u p le  is C h ris tia n , a n d  be long  to  a  c h u rc h  th a t  th e y  a g re e  w ith . 
T h e  u n d e r ly in g  m essag e  o f  th is  b ill is th a t  th e  c h u rc h  a n d  th e  s ta te  
s h o u ld  n o t  b e  s e p a ra te d , fo r  i t  is th e  "c h u rc h "  th a t  h a s  th e  m a n d a te  
th a t  m a r r ia g e  s h o u ld  ex is t o n ly  b e tw e e n  a  m a n  a n d  a  w o m an .

SJR42 is a  b ill th a t  w ill s u p p o r t  d is c r im in a tio n  a g a in s t  in d iv id u a ls  
w h o  a re  g a y  o r  le sb ia n . T h is b ill w ill d iv id e  c o m m u n itie s  w h e re  law s 
s h o u ld  w o rk  to  u n i te  in d iv id u a ls . A ny b ill th a t  s e ts  u p  s ta te -  
s u p p o r te d  d is c r im in a tio n  is w ro n g . I see  th is  le a d in g  o n ly  to  an  
in c re a s e  in  h a te  c rim es.

F u r th e r ,  I d o n ’t se e  w h o  th is  b ill w ill b e n e f it  in  th e  s ta te  o f  A laska. 
M a rrie d  p e o p le  p a y  taxes, h o ld  jo b s, b u ild  fam ilies, a n d  s u p p o r t  th e  
c o m m u n itie s  in  A laska. W h a t h a rm  w ill c o m e  if  so m e  o f  th o se  
m a r r ia g e s  a r e  b e tw ee n  tw o w o m en  o r  tw o  m en ?

Please  v o te  a g a in s t  SJR42!

Si

CynJthia M. Beale 
P.O. Box 8 0 2 0 2  
F a irb a n k s , A la sk a  9 9 7 0 8



01 April 98

To w hom  it may concern,

I am  w riting to you in opposition of SJR42. I am completely baffled at the 
attention this bill is getting w hen I consider the other issues the legislature needs to 
bring closure on. I would like to see attention given to the funding of education, 
resolving the subsistence priority issue, and dealing w ith decreasing revenues on a 
state level.

As difficult as it is at times, I try to trust the param eters that are set forth by 
our national and state constitutions. The judicial branch of our state governm ent 
determ ined that it  was unconstitutional on a state level to not allow to people of the 
same sex to m arry. The state has been asked to present a compelling reason why it is 
in the states best interest to disallow same sex marriages. I would ask that you 
continue to let the courts do their job. The solution isn 't creating legislation that 
allows discrim ination, it's  that constitutional law s that treat everyone fairly need to 
be m itten .

The argum ents for this bill are for the m ost part religious arguments.
Religions are in the business of dictating and defining morality. The governm ent's 
business is adm inistering justice under the law, and protecting the rights of 
m inorities against tyranny.

In addition to my comments above, I w ould like to add that SJR 42 is just one 
more piece of legislation that will cause a division betw een the people of Alaska.
The proposed legislation on education funding and  resolving the issue of 
subsistence are just 2 issues that create a division.

I w ould ask that you oppose SJR 42 and p u t it to rest so that the more pressing 
issues and concerns can be dealt w ith and let the courts do their job.

Sincerely,

• / /

Nancy E. W inford 
P.O. Box 80202 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99708

P.S. I appreciate the opportunity to be able to give my input on this bill and am 
thankful that people are provided the opportunity  to testify. Thank you, Bert Sharp!
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REPUBLICAN PARTY OF ALASKA 
DISTRICT 35

Mrs. Debbie Joslin, Chairperson 
PO Box 377, Delta Jet, AK 99737 

(907) 895-4565 phone/fax 
dijoslin@juno.co.'o

April 6, 1998

Dear Senator:

I urge you to pass SJR42. Please let the people of Alaska decide the outcome of this issue. 
It makes no sense to hand this decision over to one unelected unaccountable judge.

I find it unfathomable that we would let an impudent judge tell us that because some 
people have chosen to live outside the norms of society, we must redefine what is 
“normal”. Enoughl Stop already! 11 for one am drawing a line in the sand right here. I will 
not tolerate th? continual “defining down” of what “marriage” means. For thousands of 
years it has meant one man and one woman living together within the bonds of matrimony 
for a lifetime. Perhaps raising children together, growing old together if God allows. If 
some, or if many, choose to live a lifestyle that deviates from that norm, then yes that is 
their choice. They may do that. But there is nothing wrong with placing a stigma on 
deviant behavior. Men may live with men, women may live with women, men and women 
may live together without getting married, and indeed marriage may NOT last a lifetime 
but those things are not how GOD intended and our society is under no obligation to 
endorse dcviances from the ‘‘norm”. The traditional family is the cornerstone of our 
society and unless we recognize that fact and protect this most precious institution that 
GOD ordained, our society will crumble as did Sodom and Gomorra.

pectfiilly,
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Lois Giles 
P.O. Box 915 
Barrow, AK 99723

TO: Post-It" brand fax transmittal n

Co.

Fax# ¥65-  2:070

REGARDING: SAME GENDER / HOMOSEXUAL MARRIAGES

Please say NO to same-gender marriages. Marriage and the family arc the 
foundation of our civilization. We do • a  want same-sex marriages which will 
further lead to the breakdown of the family unit. Men compliment women and as 
such is a natural union of strength in which children can grow and flourish.

We do not want an influx of homosexuals from all over the country to come to 
Alaska. Please say NO to SJR 42 and preserve our families. Let us work on 
strengthening them and raising generations of children who need the care of 
loving mothers and examples of their fathers so that they become contributing 
adults.

Of
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J«aon-P«t»r K. Kalai
080 West 91 si Avenue 

Anchorage, Alaska 995 IB 
Home Phone 007-344-0586

April 06, 1998

Senator Bert Sharp 
State Capitol 
Juneau AK 99801 
Fax465-2070

Oar Senator Sharp,

I have lived in Alaska since 1982 and have looked forward to making Alaska my permanent home. My 
Intentions are to marry and raise my famiiy here. I have come to recognize how important family unity is to 
the foundations of our country. The health of the family unit is fundamental in creating harmony, unity, 
loyalty and productivity at every level of our society. By permitting we promote. By recognizing same sex 
marriages we pervert the function of the family unit sowing discord and creating confusion. Therefore 
causing tha breakdown of society at its' very roots. If Senate Bill SJR 42 will amend the Alaska State 
Constitution to unequivocally establish marriages between men and women only then I urge you to please 
vote for its' passage.

Sincerely,

Jaeon-Peter K. Kalai
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Dianne Burrows Croney
MOWwl 91*IAv#nu«

An borage, Alsske 9US16 
Home Phone 607-344 0685

April 05. 1668

Senator Bert Sharp 
State Capitol 
Juneau. AK 66001 
Fax 405-2070

Dear Senator Sharp.

I strongly urge you to support the proposed amen<*nenl SJR 42. W e must protect traditional marriages In 
the state of Alaska. Marriage was created as a union between men & women and so It should stand. To 
allow sam e sax marriage would be to e rase  gender. Is it possible lo pass a  law saying there ere no longer 
two genders, but only one gender7 Or throe genders? Alaska is still referred to a s  the last great frontier, I 
ask you where would our pioneer fathers be If sam e sex marriage lied been encouraged. Is this wnat our 
pioneers struggled so hard to achieve. Is Alaska to become a modem day Sodom & Gomorra? Will we ns 
a result of one judges decision be encouraging polygamy or men marrying their daughters? Why not? If 
law makers can choose to make a mockery of the Sacrament of Marriage, why would It stop with just 
men marrying men or women marrying women? I would Ske to believe that what Judge Peter Michalski 
was really attempting te do was bnng to attentwn to the people of Alaska a  loop hole in tfm Alaska State 
Constitution that could easily be exploited by a  radical group seeking to fulHi their own purposes. We read 
every day of the struggles our society faces, w e  can only meet these challenges by protecting and 
nurturing the family unit. Please protect our heritage and our future, validate the family unit s» God and 
our forefathers who followed his teaching# when Uiey created our country outlined. Passage of SJR 42 will 
allow Ihe voters of Alaska to decide the Issue. We have the vote tor just such choice* as these.

Smoertty.

Gamne B, Croney

f l y
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Tour Voice Agslnmt hMortnco

April 8, 1998

Yia. fax
Senator Bert Sharp 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99B01-1182

Rei SJR-42 

Dear Senator Sharp:

Recently, I wrote to you on behalf of our many hundreds of 
Alaska members in opposition to SJR-42. a proposed constitutional 
amendment: to ban aame-eex marriage and relegate gay and lesbian 
Alaskans to the status of second class citizens. Since then, we 
have learned that the Christian coalition has urged its members 
to flood your offices with messages in support of this 
discriminatory proposal. X am not surprised by this news, since 
the intolerance and virtual demonizing of gay man and lesbians 
are two of the hallmarks of that group, our organization tracks 
the activities of the Religious Right nationwide, and I can tell 
you that the Christian Coalition ia working feverishly around the 
country to deny fundament' civil rights to gay men and lesbians, 
as though the world would come to an end if these members of our 
community were to be accorded the basic human rights that the 
rest of us enjoy and take for granted, including the right to 
marry the partner of our choice.

As a Southern Baptist and the daughter and granddaughter of 
Southern Baptist preachers, I believe that the intolerant message 
of the Christian Coalition is not a Christian message at all. To 
the contrary, it is an uncharitable message that violates the 
American Way of individual liberty and the Alaskan spirit of 
"live and let livn." On behalf of our Alaska members, I strongly 
urge you not to allow the Alaska Constitution to fall victim to 
bigotry, intolerance, and prejudice. Civil rights cannot 
properly be subjected to a vote, and the fundamental protections 
of the Alaska Constitution should not be put up for grabs.

Please reject SJR-42. Thank-you.

Sincerely,

Carole Shields 
President

2000 M Street SW 
Suite 400
Washington DC 200-96

2024674999 
202 283 2872/Fax

l)fatv@pfaw.org /E-mail
http://www.pfiiw.org

* 5 -  @
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l oppose \
cc:Ma il fo r : Senator Bert Sharp

j----------------------------------------- \
vote no on SJR-42
curtl@piialaska.net (Curt Ledford) at CC2MHS1 04/09/98 6:13 AM 

Senator Sean Parnell at LAA_TRANS 

Senator Drue Pearce at LAA_SPEA 
Senator Randy Phillips at LAA_TRANS 

Senator Bert Sharp at LAA_SSHA 

Senator Robin Taylor at LAA_STAY 

Senator John Torgerson at LAA_STOR 

Senator Jerry Ward at LAA_TRANS 

Senator Gary Wiiken at LAA_CAP 

Senator-AI-Adams@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1 

Senator_Dave_Donley@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1 

Senator_Jim_Duncan@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1 
Senator_Johnny_Ellis@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1 

Senator_Lyda_Green@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1 

Senator_Rick_Halfcrd@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1 

Senator_Lyman_Hoifma.i@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHSI 

Senator_Tim_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1 

Senator_Loren_Leman@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1 

Senator_Georgir ••'na_Lincoln@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1 

Senator_Jerry_Mackie@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1 

Senator_Mike_Miller@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

As a  h a p p i l y  h e t e r o s e x u a l  b e in g ,  I  b e l i e v e  i n  o u r
C o n s t i t u t i o n  e q u a l  r i g h t s  f o r  a l l .  P le a s e  v o t e  n o  on  S J R -4 2 .
Y O U ! ! ! !  S a n d ra  F o n t a in e  
S i t k a ,  A la s k a

THANK
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c c : M a i l  ( j x : S e n a t o r  B e r t  S h a r p

Subject: Please read: new reason against SJR 42
From: sean_strauss@hotmail.com (Sean Strauss) at CC2MHS1 04/08/98 11:49 PM

To: Senator Bert Sharp at LAA_SSHA

S e n a t o r  S h a r p :

P le a s e  v o t e  n o  o n  SRJ 4 2 .  I  s e e  t h i s  n o t  a s  a n  is s u e  a b o u t  g a y  r i g h t s ,  
b u t  r a t h e r  a n  is s u e  o f  p r i v a c y  a n d  f r e e  s p e e c h .

In s t e a d  o f  v a l i d a t i n g  a  m a r r ia g e  b e tw e e r  o n ly  "one man a n d  o n e  w o m a n ," 
SRJ 42  w o u ld  d is c o u r a g e  some p e o p le  f r o m  e x p r e s s in g  lo v e  a n d  d e c l a r i n g  
c o m m itm e n t i n  t h e  w a y  i n  w h ic h  t h e y  c h o o s e . T h u s , i t  d e f in e s  (a n d  
l i m i t s )  p e o p le  i n  w h a t  t h e y  m ig h t  o t h e r w is e  f e e l  c o m f o r t a b le  i n  
e x p r e s s in g ,  p u b l i c l y  o r  p r i v a t e l y .

How a  p e r s o n  e x p r e s s e s  t h e i r  e m o t io n s , i n  a n y  fo rm ,, i s  c l e a r l y  a  
p r i v a t e ,  p e r s o n a l  c h o ic e ,  a n d  th u s  p r o t e c t e d  b y  th e  r i g h t  t o  p r i v a c y  a n d  
t h e  r i g h t  t o  f r e e d o m  o f  s p e e c h . I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e s e  r i g h t s  m u s t b e  
s a fe g u a r d e d .

Y o u r  v o t e  i s  a  p o w e r f u l  e x p r e s s io n  o f  y o u r  c h o ic e .  P le a s e  do  n o t  l e s s e n  
t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  o t h e r s  b y  l i m i t i n g  w h a t th e y  may c h o o s e  t o  e x p r e s s .  I  
a s k  y o u  t o  a l l o w  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  p r i v a c y  a n d  f r e e  s p e e c h  t o  r e m a in  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a l l  p e o p le .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  R e s p e c t f u l l y  y o u r s ,

S e a n  S t r a u s s  
2 3 6  T h i r d  S t . ,  S u i t e  3 
J u n e a u , AK 9 9 8 0 1 -1 2 4 1  
( 9 0 7 )  4 6 3  -  3 5 6 3  
s e a n _ s t r a u s s @ h o t m a i l . com

G e t Y o u r  P r i v a t e ,  F r e e  E m a il  a t  h t t p : / /w w w .h o t m a i l .c o m
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c c : M a i l  f o r :  S e n a t o r  B e r t  S h a r p

Subject: SJR 42
From: russcarey@hotmail.com (Russell Carey) at CC2MHS1 04/08/98 11:29 PM

bcc: Senator Bert Sharp at LAA_SSHA 

To: Senator_Albert_Adams@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

D e a r  S e n a t o r :

P le a s e  v o t e  a g a i n s t  SJR 4 2 .  P le a s e  h o ld  t h e  p r iv a c y  o f  a l l  A la s k a n s  i n  
h ig h  r e g a r d  a n d  w o rk  t o  k e e p  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t o u t  o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  a f f a i r s  
o f  i t s '  c i t i z e n s .  S a v e  u s  f r o m  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  th e  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  
C h r i s t i a n  C o a l i t i o n  t o  im p o s e  t h e i r  c o d e  o f  m o r a l i t y  o n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p o p u lo u s .  N o t  a l l  A la s k a n s  a r e  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t .  N o t  a l l  o f  u s  a r e  
t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s .  N o t  a l l  o f  u s  a r e  h o m o p h o b ic . N o t  a l l  o f. u s  w a n t t o  
im p o s e  o u r  r e l i g i o u s  v ie w s  o n  o t h e r s .
P le a s e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  a  v o t e  a g a in s t  t h i s  n a r ro w -m in d e d  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  a  
v o t e  FOR s t r e n g t h e n in g  A l a s k a 's  f a m i l i e s  th r o u g h  d i v e r s i t y .  G ay  
f a m i l i e s  a l r e a d y  e x i s t  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y ,  i t ' s  t im e  t o  e n d  h e t e r o s e x u a l  
p r i v i l e g e  a n d  b i g o t r y .  As a n  e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  a l l  A la s k a n s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y ,  p le a s e  do  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g .  
V o t e  NO on  SJR  4 2 .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e .
R . C a r e y  
J u n e a u , A la s k a

G e t  Y o u r  P r i v a t e ,  F r e e  E m a il  a t  h t t p : / /w w w .h o t m a i l .c o m

mailto:russcarey@hotmail.com
mailto:Senator_Albert_Adams@legis.state.ak.us
http://www.hotmail.com


c c : M a i l  f o r :  S e n a t o r  B e r t  S h a r p

S u b je c t : Bill SJR-42
F rom : (smaj1@aurora.alaska.edu (marilyn Jesmain) at CC2MHS1 04/08/98 8:43 PM

cc : Senator Loren Leman at LAA_SLEM
cc : Senator Georgianna Lincom at LAA_CAP
cc : Senator Jerry Mackie at LAA_CAP

cc : Senator Mike Miller at LAA_SMIL

cc : Senator f  ean Parnell at LAA_TRANS

cc : Senator Drue Pearce at LAA_SPEA

cc : Senator Randy Phillips at LAA_TRANS
cc : Senator Bert Sharp at LAA_SSHA
c c : Senator Robin Taylor at LAA_STAY
cc : Senator John Torgerson at LAA_STOR
cc : Senator Jerry Ward at LAA_TRANS
c c : Senator Gary Wilken at LAA_CAP
To : Senator_AI_Adams@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

T c : Senator_Dave_Donley@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Johnny_Ellis@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Jim_Duncan@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Lyda_Green@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Rick_Halford@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.sla: us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Tim_Kelly@legis.state.ak.Uj:, 1C2MHS1

P le a s e  v o t e  a g a i n s t  S J P .-4 2 .

T h is  i s  a  v e r y  p r e j u d i c i a l  a n d  b ia s e d  b i l l ,  a n d  je o p a r d iz e s  hum an  
r i g h t s .

mailto:smaj1@aurora.alaska.edu
mailto:Senator_AI_Adams@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Dave_Donley@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Johnny_Ellis@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Jim_Duncan@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Lyda_Green@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Rick_Halford@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.sla
mailto:Senator_Tim_Kelly@legis.state.ak.Uj


c c : M a i l  f o r :  S e n a t o r  B e r t  S h a r p

Subject: SJR 42

From: sofallon@alaska.net (Shannon O'Fallon) at CC2MHS1 04/08/98 6:27 PM

To: Senator Bert Sharp at LAA_SSHA

To: Senator Dave Donley at LAA_SDON
To: Senator Drue Pearce at L.AA_SPEA

To: Senator Gary Wilken at LAA_CAP

To: Senator Georgianna Lincoln at LAA_CAP

To: Senator Jerry Mackie at LAA_CAP
To: Senator Jerry Ward at LAA_TRANS

To: Senator Jim Duncan at LAA_SDUN

To: Senator John Torgerson at LAA_STOR

To: Senator Loren Leman at LAA_SLEM

To: Senator Lyda Green at LAA_TRANS
To: Senator_AI_Adams@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To: Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To: Senator_Mike_Miller@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To: Senator_Randy_Phillips@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To: Senator_Rick_Halford@l9gis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To: Senator_Robin_Taylor@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To: Senaror_Sean_Parnell@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To: Senator_Tim_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

I  am w r i t i n g  t o  o p p o s e  SJR  42 w h ic h  w o u ld  b a n  same s e x  m a r r ia g e s .  T h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  s h o u ld  l e t  t h i s  is s u e  m ake i t s  w ay th r o u g h  t h e  c o u r t s  b e f o r e  
t a k i n g  s u c h  a  d r a s t i c  m e a s u re . I t  i s  a la r m in g  how l i g h t l y  some 
l e g i s l a t o r s  t a k e  o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  D o n 't  b e  o n e  o f  th e m . P le a s e  v o t e  
no  o n  SJR 4 2 .

S han n o n  O ' F a l l o n  
K e v in  S h o re s  
4 3 2  G o ld  S t .
J u n e a u , AK 9 9 8 0 1

mailto:sofallon@alaska.net
mailto:Senator_AI_Adams@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Mike_Miller@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Randy_Phillips@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Rick_Halford@l9gis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Robin_Taylor@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senaror_Sean_Parnell@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Tim_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us


c c : M a i l  f o r :  S e n a t o r  B e r t  S h a r p

S u b je c t : No to SJR-42

F rom : kkp@eagle.ptialaska.net (Kate Koehler-Platten) at CC2MHS1 04/08/98 8:25 PM

To : Senator Sean Parnell at LAA_TRANS

To : Senator Drue Pearce at LAA_SPEA
To : Senator Randy Phillips at LAA_TRANS

To : Senator Bert Sharp at LAA_SSHA
To : Senator Robin Taylor at LAA_STAY
To : Senator John Torgerson at LAA_STOR

To : Senator Jerry Ward at LAA_TRANS

To : Senator Gary Wilken at LAA_CAP

To : Senator_AI_Adams@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Dave_Donley@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Jim_Duncan@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Johnny_Ellis@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Lyda_Green@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Rick_Halford@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Tim_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Loren_Leman@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Georgianna_Lincoln@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Jerry_Mackie@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Mike_Miller@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

V o t e  n o  o n  S J R -4 2  
- K a t e  K o e h l e r - P l a t t e n

mailto:kkp@eagle.ptialaska.net
mailto:Senator_AI_Adams@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Dave_Donley@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Jim_Duncan@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Johnny_Ellis@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Lyda_Green@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Rick_Halford@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Tim_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Loren_Leman@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Georgianna_Lincoln@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Jerry_Mackie@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Mike_Miller@legis.state.ak.us


c c : M a i l  f o r :  S e n a t o r  B e r t  S h a r p

Subject: SJR 42

From: jfin@alaska.net (Jean Findley) at CC2MHS1 04/08/93 5:15 PM

To: Senator Bert Sharp at LAA_SSHA

To: Senator Dave Donley at LAA_SDON

To: Senator Drue Pearce at LAA_SPEA

To: Senator Gary Wilken at LAA_CAP

To: Senator Georgianna Lincoln at LAA_CAP
To: Senator Jerry Mackie at LAA_CAP

To: Senator Jerry Ward at LAA_TRANS

To: Senator Jim Duncan at LAA_SDUN

To: Senator John Torgerson at LAA_STOR

To: Senator Loren Leman at LAA_SLEM

To: Senator Lyda Green at LAA_TRANS

To: Senator_AI_Adams@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To: Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To: Senator_Mike_Miller@leg:s.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To: Senator_Randy_Phillips@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To: Senator_Rick_Halford@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To: Senator_Robin_Taylor@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To: Senator_Sean_Parnell@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To: Senator_Tim_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

D e a r  S e n a t o r ,
P le a s e  v o t e  a g a in s t  SJR  4 2 .  A d u l t s  s h o u ld  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  m a r r y  t h e  

p e r s o n  t h e y  lo v e ,  r e g a r d le s s  o f  t h a t  p e r s o n ’ s s e x .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  
w i l l  s t r e n g t h e n  o u r  s o c i e t y .
S i n c e r e l y ,
J e a n  F in d le y

mailto:jfin@alaska.net
mailto:Senator_AI_Adams@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Randy_Phillips@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Rick_Halford@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Robin_Taylor@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Sean_Parnell@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Tim_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us


c c : M a i l  f o r :  S e n a t o r  B e r t  S h a r p

Subject: NO on SJR 42

From: ahttd@UAA.ALASKA.EDU (Trang Duong) at CC2MHS1 04/08/98 4:10 PM

cc: Senator Robin Taylor at LAA_STAY

cc: Senator Randy Phillips at LAA_TRANS
cc: Senator Mike Miller at LAA_SMIL
cc: Senator Loren Leman at LAA_SLEM
cc: Senator Johnny Ellis at LAA_TRANS
cc: Senator John Torgerson at LAA_STOR
cc: Senator Jim Duncan at LAA_SDUN

cc: Senator Jerry Ward at LAA_TRANS
cc: Senator Drue Pearce at LAA_SPEA

cc: Senator Dave Donley at LAA_.SDOi'l

cc: Senator Bert Sharp at LAA_SSHA
To: Senator_AI_Adams@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

cc: Senator_Sean_Parnell@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

D e a r  S e n a t o r s :

VOTE NO o n  SJR  4 2 ! ! !  T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  a im s  t o  s t r i p  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
r i g h t s  o f  a  m i n o r i t y  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e .  T h a t  i s  n o t  j u s t  n o r  i s  i t  
r i g h t .  P le a s e  re m e m b e r t h a t  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  m i n o r i t y  a r e  a s  im p o r t a n t  
a s  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y .

As A la s k a n s ,  we m u s t v o t e  f o r  f r e e d o m  a n d  f o r  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  
f o r  EVERYONE t o  l i b e r t y  a n d  j u s t i c e  f o r  a l l .  Do NOT s u p p o r t  SJR  421

T h a n k  y o u ,

T r a n g  D uong

mailto:ahttd@UAA.ALASKA.EDU
mailto:Senator_AI_Adams@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Sean_Parnell@legis.state.ak.us


c c : M a i l  f o r :  S e n a t o r  B e r t  S h a r p

Subject: Vote NO on SJR-42

From: twiname@alaska.net (Ellen Twiname) at CC2MHS1 04/08/98 3:42 PM

bcc: Senator Bert Sharp at LAA_SSHA 

To: twiname@alaska.net at CC2MHS1

P le a s e  v o t e  NO o n  S J R - 4 2 .  T h a n k  y o u .

mailto:twiname@alaska.net
mailto:twiname@alaska.net


c c : M a i l  f o r :  S e n a t o r  B e r t  S h a r p

Subject: Vote No SJR-42
From: jsjpp@acad1.alaska.edu at CC2MHS1 04/08/98 11:24 PM

To: Senator Bert Sharp at LAA_SSHA

D e a r  S e n a t o r ,
T h is  b i l l  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  b r o u g h t  up  f o r  b a l l o t  s in c e  i t  e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  

d i s r e g a r d  o f  m em bers  o f  o u r  s o c i e t y  b a s e d  on  t h e i r  s e x u a l  i n c l i n a t i o n s .
C o u p le s  s h o u ld  b e  g r a n t e d  e q u a l  r i g h t s  a n d  r e s p e c t  w h e th e r  t h e y  c o h e r e  w i t h  
t h e  r e l i g i o u s  o r  " m o ra l"  s ta n d a r d s  o f  o t h e r s  o r  n o t .  T h e r e  a r e  f a r  m o re  
s e r io u s  s o c i a l  a i l m e n t s  th a n  how  p e o p le  s e x u a l l y  e x p r e s s  th e m s e lv e s  f o r  o u r  
g o v e rn m e n t t o  c o n c e r n  i t s e l f  w i t h .  W a s t in g  t h e  t im e  a n d  m oney t a x - p a y e r s  h a v e  
i n v e s t e d  i n  o u r  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  on  is s u e s  l i k e  t h i s  o n ly  c o m p ro m is e s  o u r  
p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n t e g r i t y  a n d  d e t r a c t s  f r o m  t h e  t r u s t  t h e  v o t i n g  
p o p u la c e  i n v e s t s  i n  o u r  l e a d e r s  t h a t  o u r  le a d e r s  w i l l  w o rk  t o  im p r o v e  s o c i a l  
c o n d i t io n s  b y  p r o m o t in g  p u b l i c  h a rm o n y . H o m o s e x u a li ty  d o e s  n o t  h a rm  
p e o p le — b u t  p r e j u d i c e  a g a in s t  i t  o f t e n  d o e s . We s h o u ld  lo o k  a t  how  we c a n  
h e lp  p r o v id e  f o r  p e o p le  a n d  s u p p o r t  p e o p le  i n  p o s i t i v e  w a y s . Why n o t  lo o k  a t  
w h a t o u r  s t a t e  c a n  do  FOR p e o p le ,  r a t h e r  th a n  AGAINST p e o p le ?  Do n o t  l e t  o u r  
s t a t e  d e n y  i t s  l a w - a b i d i n g  c i t i z e n s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  l i v e  h e a l t h y ,  p r o d u c t i v e ,  
f r e e ,  a n d  e n j o y a b l e  l i v e s .  Q uash  t h i s  b i l l  b e f o r e  i t  g o e s  t o  t h e  b a l l o t .

W it h  s in c e r e  r e s p e c t ,
J e f f  F e d e r s e n

1

mailto:jsjpp@acad1.alaska.edu


c c : M a i l  f o r :  S e n a t o r  B e r t  S h a r p

S u b je c t : SJR 42, Please Vote NO

F rom : mbuck@alaska.net (Marsha Buck) at CC2MHS1 04/08/98 3:07 PM
To : Senator Sean Parnell at LAA_TRANS
T o : Senator Drue Pearce at LAA_SPEA
To : Senator Randy Phillips at LAA_TRANS

To : Senator Bert Sharp at LAA_SSHA

To : Senator Robin Taylor at LAA_STAY
To : Senator John Torgerson at LAA_STOR

To : Senator Jerry Ward at LAA_TRANS

To : Senator Gary Wilken at LAA_CAP
To : Senator_Albert_Adams@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Dave_Donley@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS I

To : Senator_Jim_Duncan@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Johnny_Ellis@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Lyda_Green@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Sen.ator_Rick_Halford@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Tim_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Loren_Leman@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Georgianna_Lincoln@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Jerry_Macl;ie@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Mike_Miller@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
c c : mbuck@alaska.net at CC2MHS1

D e a r  S e n a t o r ,

C h u rc h  a n d  s t a t e  is s u e s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  g e t t i n g  v e r y  c o n f u s e d  a s  d is c u s s io n  
r e g a r d in g  SJR  4 2  h e a t s  u p .  P le a s e  r e s p e c t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  o f  a l l  
A la s k a 's  m i n o r i t y  p e o p le  a n d  v o t e  NO i f  SJR  4 2  com es u p  f o r  a  v o t e  on  t h e  
f l o o r  o f  t h e  S e n a t e .  We c a n  d i f f e r  o n  o u r  r e l i g i o u s  v ie w s  a b o u t  sam e s e x  
m a r r ia g e ,  b u t  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  m ean w e n e e d  t o  c h a n g e  o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n  b e c a u s e  
o f  o u r  d i f f e r e n c e s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  w o r k in g  v e r y  h a r d  t o  k e e p  r e l i g i o u s  is s u e s  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  y o u r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

M a rs h a  B u c k  
8 4 4 5  K im b e r ly  S t .
J u n e a u , AK 9 9 8 0 1

mailto:mbuck@alaska.net
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c c : M a i l  f o r :  S e n a t o r  B e r t  S h a r p

S u b je c t : important to me
F rom : akdisco@Alaska.NET at CC2MHS1 04/08/98 12:26 PM

To : Senator Bert Sharp at LAA_SSHA
To : Senator_AI_Adams@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Dave_Donley@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Jim_Duncan@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Johnny_Ellis@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Lyda_Green@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Rick_Halford@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Tim_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Loren_Leman@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

T o : Senator_Georgianna_Lincoln@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Jerry_Mackie@iegis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Mike_Miller@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Sean_Parnell@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Drue_Pearce@logis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Randy_Phillips@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
To : Senator_Robin_Taylor@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1
T o : Senator_John_Torgerson@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Jerry_Ward@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

To : Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us at CC2MHS1

Dear Senator,
I  a r d e n t l y  o p p o s e  SJR  4 2 .  I  f e e l  A la s k a  i s  t r e a t i n g  g a y  p e o p le  l i k e  
A la b a m a  t r e a t e d  b l a c k  p e o p le  b a c k  i n  t h e  5 0 ' s .  I t  i s  n o t  f a i r ,  i t  i s  
n o t  r i g h t  a n d  i t  i s  n o t  C h r i s t i a n  t o  h a t e  a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t e  a g a in s t  a  
g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  who h a v e  c a u s e d  u s  n o  h a rm . We w i l l  lo o k  b a c k  o n  t h i s  
t im e  w i t h  g r e a t  e m b a r r a s s m e n t . P le a s e  v o t e  a g a in s t  t h i s  m e a n - s p i r i t e d  
r e s o l u t i o n .  T h a n k  Y o u !

mailto:akdisco@Alaska.NET
mailto:Senator_AI_Adams@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Dave_Donley@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Jim_Duncan@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Johnny_Ellis@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Lyda_Green@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Rick_Halford@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Tim_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Loren_Leman@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Georgianna_Lincoln@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Jerry_Mackie@iegis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Mike_Miller@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Sean_Parnell@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Drue_Pearce@logis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Randy_Phillips@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Robin_Taylor@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_John_Torgerson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Jerry_Ward@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us
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I h ave a lready sp ok en  lo  several leg is la to rs  about m y  o p p o sitio n  to  SJR  4 2 . I w ant to  
reiterate m y  o b jection s and b r ie fly  v o ic e  so m e  o f  m y con cern s.

W e don't n eed  to m ake la w s and con stitu tion a l am en d m en ts that further m arg in a lize  th e  
ga y  pop u lation . S o m e  o f  the rhetoric  that I h ave heard on  th is is su e  has not b een  from  th e  
v ie w  p o in t o f  co n cern  or ev en  fa c t-fin d in g  but its to n e  has b een  b la m in g , anger and in  
so m e  c a se s  hateful.

I h op e that you  w ill a sk  th e  q u estion  w h at is  you r h igh er v a lu e  y o u r  m ost im portant go a l?  
D o e s  th is  la w  fo c u s  on  the true g oa l o f  co m in g  to a w ork ab le  co m p ro m ise  that r e c o g n iz e s  

d ifferen ce  life sty le s?

S o m e o f  the com m en ts I h a v e  heard co m in g  from  th e leg isla tu re  rem in d s m e o f  a 

quotation  b y  R obertson  D a v is , "The w orld  is fu ll o f  p eo p le  w h o se  n o tio n  o f  sa tisfa c to ry  
future is in fact, a return to  the id ea lized  past." In th is  case , I su sp ect that is  "the closet" .

W in ston  C hurch ill re flected  on  so c ie ty  and sa id , "It doesn 't take all k in d s, there s im p ly  
are all k inds!"  Can't w e  be to lerant o f  all k in d s?

W a n n est regards,
Karen F. M iller  
10021 Crest View Lane 
Eagle River, AK 99577 
907-694-2710
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FAX to Senator Georgfanna Lincoln: 465-2652,
Senator Mike Miller: 465-3883,
Senator Bert Sharp: 465-2070,
Senator Gary Wilken: 465-4714

from Nancy Kailing 
PO Box 84680 
Fairbanks, AX 99780-4680 
907-479-4944

Dear Senators,

As our senators, 1 wanted you to have a partial list of Fairbanks area 
residents AGAINST SJR-42. Pages 5 & 6 are all Unitarian 
Universalists from Fairbanks. The rest of the signatures represent a 
wide variety a religious beliefs. Many arc IJAF students and faculty.

SJR-42 is a basic human rights and privacy issue. Vote NO.

rsancy ivanmg
Pres. Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAC)- 
Fairbanks



T h e  A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g is la t u r e  is considering an amendment to the Alaska Constitution, titled 
Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit state recognition of samosex marriages. We 
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an Alaskan's right to privacy. We also beiicve the proposed 
amendment would undermine the state constitution’s guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all 
Alaskans, We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJR 42.
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T h e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  is considering an amendment to the Alaska Constitution, titled 
Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit state recognition of same-sex marriages. We 
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an Alaskan's right to nrivacy. We also believe the proposed 
amendment would undermine the state constitution’s guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all 
Alaskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJR 42.
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Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which Avouid prohibit slate recognition of same-sex marriages. We f "  , I L A 1 / C . ( ^ \

believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an AlasJcan’s right to privacy. We also bclicrvc the proposed N  |
amendment would undermine tho state constitution’s guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all 
Alaskans. Wc, the undersigned, urge all Alasl'ta state legislators to vote against SJR 42.
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T h e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e  is consideriMg an amendment to the Alaska Constitution, titled w z r n
Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit state recognition of same-sex marriages. Wc
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an Alaskan's right to privacy. We also believe the proposed r*  _ I I a . n t \
amendment would undermine the state constitution's guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for ail rQ irtW H  rr>C P ' y J J
Alaskans. We, the undersigned, urge *11 Alaska stale legislators to vote against SJR 42.
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r h e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e  is considering an amendment to lhe Alaska Constitution, titled 
Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit state recognition of same-sex mamages. We 
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an Af nsk&n's right to privacy. We also believe the proposed 
amendment would undermine the state constitution’s guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all 
Alaskans. We, the undersigned, urge nil Alaska state legislators to vote agaiust SJR 42.
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T h e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e  is considering an amendment to the Alaska Constitution, titled 
Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit state recognition of samc-sex marriages. We 
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an Alaskan's right to privacy. Wc also believe the proposed 
amendment would undermine the state constitution's guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all 
Alaskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to  vote against SJR 42.
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T h e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e  is considering an amendment to the Alaska Constitution, titled 
Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit state recognition of same-sex marriages. We 
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an Alaskan's right to privacy. Wc also believe the proposed 
amendment would undermine the state constitution's guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all 
Alaskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJR 42.
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To: members o f the Alaska Senate 
From: Kim Poole

Re: SJR-42

PLEASE VOTE NO ON SJR-42.

I am a member o f the Human Rights Commission of the City and Borough of Juneau, and 
an ordained minister. I an) urging you to vote in opposition to SJR-42.

While voting in the affirmative may reflect your own personal beliefs, or those of many 
o f your constituents, an affirmative vote says to those persons in a minority group that 
reside in your district that you do not support nor represent them. Elected officials are 
charged with representing all o f their constituents, as best as possible. Each and every 
minority group will be watching to see how you respond, knowing that if  you choose to 
not support one minority, you may in turn, fail to support other minority groups. In an 
election year, that may be a costly mistake.

If you cannot find a legal reason why you should support the resolution I urge to you vote 
in opposition to it. If there is no legal reason to support your vote, it will eventually be 
overturned by the courts, a process that will be quite costly to the citizens o f the state.

Please let the courts decide this matter and move on to issues that will serve more citizens 
than this issue.



Alaskans Against SJR 42 
P.O. Box 34202 

Juneau, Alaska 99803

Alaska State Legislature 
Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re: SJR 42

Dear Legislator:

The attached recent poll o f Anchorage voters supports what you have been hearing in 
testimony, letters, POMs, and e-mails over the past few weeks— Alaskans greatly value our State 
Constitution and do not want it used as a vehicle to deny equal rights. In the poll, conducted by 
Craciun and Associates during the week o f April 5-10, 51% were opposed to SJR 42, while only 
31% supported such a constitutional amendment. The poll also disclosed Anchorage voters’ 
deep allegiance to our State Constitution, overwhelmingly stating that amending the Constitution 
is a “very serious matter.”

In addition to the polling results, under cover o f this letter, we are'submitting a summary 
of testimony before the Senate Finance sub-committee earlier this mon.h indicating that out o f  
the 153 people who testified statewide, a majority o f  91 witnesses spoke out in opposition to 
SJR 42. Also, over 120 people showed up statewide to testify in opposition to SJR 42 in the 
Senate Judiciary committee, even though only a handful were given an opportunity to present 
their comments.

Also attached are over 300 sign tures on petitions, which have been gathered statewide 
over the short period o f the last ten days, urging you to oppose SJR 42. People for the American 
Way, representing its several hundred Alaska members, also has urged you to oppose the 
constitutional amendment on marriage. All this evidence o f  public opposition to SJR 42, 
together with the many letters, e-mails, POMs and phone calls you have received since this 
measure was introduced last month is only the tip o f the iceberg. Should this measure reach the 
ballot, we expect an outpouring o f opposition to amend:! g the State Constitution to take away 
anyone’s right to privacy and equal protection under the laws o f the state.

Please vote NO on SJR 42 and urg

Sinc<

le same.

attachments
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PRESS RELEASE
DATE: April 13,1998 
PLACE: ANCHORAGE

SAME-SEX M ARRIAGE PROH IB IT ION  LACKS PUBLIC  SUPPORT
Opponents o f SJR 42. which would amend the Alaska Constitution to 

prohibit same-sex marriage, have released the results o f an Anchorage poll showing that 
the majority o f Anchorage voters do not support the amendment.

Anchorage voters are clearly very concerned about the flurry of recent 
proposals to amend the state’s constitution to restrict the civil rights of various groups. 
Craciun & Associates conducted a telephone poll of 407 registered Anchorage voters 
during the week of April 5 10. To the question “Would you support or oppose a 
constitutional amendment to '-rohibit same-sex marriage in Alaska?” Fifty-one percent 
(51%) o f the respondents answered “oppose,” while thirty-eight percent (38%) would 
support such an amendment. The poll included other questions, such as whether or not 
Alaskans should he amending the constitution, questions relating to constitutional 
amendments restricting abortion; and a series of questions on bond issues, candidates for 
city elections, and the ATIJ sale. [See attached poil results].

SJR 42 is scheduled for a floor vote in the Senate this week, A two-thirds 
majority o f both houses is necessary to put the measure on the November ballot. Public 
sentiments, meanwhile, are running high on the issue. The ACLU has scheduled a public 
forum on the issue at 7 p.m. Wednesday evening, April 15, at Cyrano’s. Anchorage 
lawyer Allison Mendel will :eak against the amendment, while Art Mathias, an 
Anchorage businessman, will _^cak in favor. “This is not just a local issue, and voters 
are right to be concerned about die erosion of civil rights,” says Mendel. “Coretta Scott 
King, for example, recently spoke ' . Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund
anniversary luncheon in support o f civil rights for gays and lesbians.” On that occasion, 
the civil rights leader, speaking to gay rights advocates, said that “Homophobia is like 
racism and anti-Semitism and other forms of bigotry in that it seeks to deny a large group 
of people their dignity and personhood.” Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fvnd is 
at the forefront of the legal battles in various states to obtain recognition o f same-sex 
marriages.

In Anchorage: Allison Mendel, 279-5001; 243-7826 
In Juneau: Liz Dodd, 463-2601
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A p r i l  C r a c i u n  P o l l  
P r o d u c e d  B y  C r a c i u n  &  A s s o c i a t e s

TABLE 2: Hello, ray name i s ________ and I ’m with Craciun & Associates, an
Anchorage-based research company. We are conducting a survey and this number 
was randomly selected. We would like to take just a few minutes o f your time to ask 
about issues that impact the city o f Anchorage. Y ou r responses will be kept strictly 
confidential and I  w ill be happy to answer any o f your questions at the end o f  the 
survey. [IF  RESPONDENT ASKS - TH IS SHOULD  TAKE 7-10 M INUTES.] [IF  
OVER QUOTA MESSAGE APPEARS THANK AND TERM INATE]

TOTAL Base 407

Male 205 50%
Female 202 50%

TABLE 3 : With your permission, we'd like to have the option to use your
anonymous response in our on a ir broadcast o f the Craciun R eport W ould that be 
okay with you?

TOTAL Base 407

Yes 389 96%
No 18 4%

TABLE 4 : Are you a registered voter in the state o f Alaska? [IF  NO, PLEASE A SK  
IF  ANYONE IN  THE HOUSEHOLD IS, AND ARE THEY AVA ILABLE TO 
SPEAK W ITH ]

TOTAL Base 407

Yes 407 100%
No 0 0%
Don’t kn> >w/No answer 0 0%
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TABLE 48: Nearly fifty constitutional amencii.ients have been suggested lately. 
Some people are saying "that's too many! Amending the constitution should be a 
serious matter, not to be taken lightly." Others say "Nonsense, it should actually be 
made easier to amend." What do you think? Is amending the constitution a very 
serious matter?

TOTAL Base 407

Yes 373 92%
No 25 6%
Don't know 9 2%
No answer/Refused 0 0%

TABLE 49: Would you support or oppose an amendment to make it easier to 
amend the constitution?

TOTAL Base 407

Support 60 15%
Oppose 313 77%
Don't know 33 8%
No answer/Refused 1 0%

TABLE 50: Election boundaries must be redrawn every two years. Would j rou 
support o r oppose a constitutional amendment to take the power to redraw election 
boundaries away from  the Governor and give it to a committee appointed by the 
Legislature and the chief justice o f the Supreme Court?

TOTAL Base 407

Support 178 44%
Copose 159 39%
Ui decided 61 15%
No answer/Refused 9 2%

TABLE 51; Would you support or oppose a constitutional amendment to prohibit 
same-sex marriage in Alaska?

TOTAL Base, 407

Support 160 39%
Oppose 208 51%
Unfamiliar with it 0 0%
Undecided 34 8%
No answer/Refused 5 1%
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TABLE 52: Would you support o r oppose a constitutional amendment to require 
parental consent before a girl under 17 can have an abortion?

TOTAL Base 407

Support 188 46%
Oppose 186 46%
Unfamiliar with it 2 0%
Undecided 27 7%
No answer/Refused 4 1%

TABLE 53: Would you support or oppose any amendment which would restrict 
the availability o f abortion fo r adult women?

TOTAL Base 407

Support 87 21%
Oppose 286 70%
Unfamiliar with it 1 0%
Undecided 28 7%
No answer/Refused 5 1%

TABLE 54: The following questions are fo r statistical purposes only. May I ask 
what year were you born?

TABLE 55: Do you currently have children in a public or private school o r both?
TOTAL Base 407

Yes, public 129 32%
Yes, private 26 6%
Yes, both 17 4%
No children 231 57%
Don't know/No answer 4 1%
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TA BLE 56: H ow  m any years  o f form al education have you bad  the opportun ity  to 
com plete?

TOTAL Base 407

High school/GED/or less 57 14%
Some college/Tradc school 144 35%
Four year degree 110 27%
Some graduate school or degree 95 23%
Don’t know/Refused 1 0%

T A P L E  57: Do you re n t o r  own y o u r hom e?

TOTAL Base 407

Rent 75 18%
Own 322 79%
Don't know/No answer 10 2%

TA B L E  58: M ay  I ask  w h a t is your T O TA L H O U SE H O L D  IN C O M E ? |REA D  
LIST , IM M E D IA T E L Y  A FT E R  A SK ING  Q U ESTIO N , D O N ’T  PAUSE]

TOTAL Base 407

Less than $25,000 28 7%
$25,000 to 40,000 56 14%
$41,000 to 55,000 82 20%
$56,000 to 70,000 69 17%
$71,000 to 100,000 84 21%
Over $100,000 60 15%
[DON’T KNOW/REFUSED] 28

TA B LE 59: [TE R M IN A T E ] T h a t was the  last of the questions, th a n k  you fo r your 
time.

TOTAL Base 407



SUMMARY OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY 
BEFORE THE 

SENATE FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE ON SJR 42 
MARCH 31-APRIL 1,1998

Of the 1 5 3  people who testified before the Senate Finance Subcommittee, 
91 opposed Senate Joint Resolution 42, while 6 2  favored it.

♦ M a rch 31 (1 :0 0 -2 :3 2 p .m .)

46 peop le te s t if ie d from  the fo llow in g areas:

H om e r - 1
N in ilc h ik /K en a i a rea - 6  
A n ch o ra g e -  30 
M a t-S u -  9

♦ M a rch 31 (7 :1 0 to 9 :3 5 p.m . -  T e le v is e d s ta tew id e on G a ve l- to -G a ve l) 

67 peop le te s tif ie d from  th e fo llo w in g a reas :

S i tk a - 2  
K o d ia k - 2  
H a in e s -  1 
Ju n e a u - 6 2

♦ A p ril 1 (7 :0 3 to 8 :2 0 a .m .)

4 0 peop le te s tif ie d from  th e fo llow in g a reas :

D e lta Ju n c tio n -  7 
D illin g h am  - 4  
B a rro w  -  1 
F a irb a n k s -  28

Individual Site Tallv Opposed to SJR 42 In Fav
H om e r 0 1
K ena i/N in ilc h ik 0 6
A n ch o ra g e 12 18
M a t Su 4 5
S itka 1 1
K od ia k 0 2
H a ines 1 0
Juneau 42 20
D e lta Jun c tio n 0 7
D illin gham 4 0
Fa irb an ks 26 2
B a rrow 1 0
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April 8, 1998

Y in  t a x
S en a to r A1 Adams 
S ta te  C ap ito l
Juneau, AlaeJca 99801-1182

Ret SJR-42 

Dear S en a to r Adams:

R ecen tly , I  w ro te to  you on b eh a lf o f ou r many hundreds o f 
A laska members i n  o p p o s i t io n  to  SJR-42, a p roposed c o n s t i tu t io n a l  
amendment t o  ban eame-sex m arriage and r e le g a te  gay and. le s b ia n  
A laskans to  th e ^ s ta tu s  o f second c la s s  c i t i i e n s .  S ince then, we 
have le a rn e d  ch a t th e  C h r is t ia n  C o a lit io n  has u rged  i t s  members 
to  f lo o d  your o f f i c e s  w ith  massages in  suppo rt o f t h i s  
d is c r im in a to ry  p ro p o sa l. I  am n o t s u rp r is e d  by t h i s  newa, s in c e  
th e  in to le r a n c e  and v i r t u a l  der u n itin g  o f gay man and le s b ia n s  
a re  two o f che h a llm a rk s o f thw t croup, Our o rg a n iz a t io n  c rack s 

. th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f th e  R e lig iou s R ight na tionw ide, and I can t e l l  
you th a t  th e  C h r is t ia n  C o a lit io n  i s  working f e v e r ia h ly  around che 
co u n try  to  deny fundam ental c i v i l  righ tB  to  gay men and le sb ia n s ,  
as though th e  w orld  t/ould come to  an end i f  th e s e  members o f ou r 
community were to  be accorded th e  b a s ic  human r i g h t s  th a t  che 
r e e t  o f u s enjoy- aud take  fo r  g ran ted , in c lu d in g  th e  r i g h t  to  
m arry th e  p a r tn e r  o f o u r cho ice,

As a  S ou thern  B a p t is t  and th e  daugh te r and g randdaugh te r o f 
so u th e rn  f la p t ie t  p re a ch e rs , I b e l ie v e  th a t  th e  i n to l e r a n t  message 
o f th e  C h r i s t ia n  C o a l i t io n  i s  no t a C h r is t ia n  message a t  a l l .  To 
th e  c o n tra ry ,  i t  i s  an u n c h a r i ta b le  message ch a t v io la te a  th e  
American May o f in d iv id u a l  l i b e r t y  and th s  A laskan s p i r i t  o f 
** iva and l e t  l i v e . "  On b eh a lf  o f ou r A laska membars, I  s t ro n g ly  
u rge you n o t to  a llow  th e  A laska C o n s t i tu t io n  to  f a l l  v ic tim  to  
b ig o try ,  in to le r a n c e ,  and p re ju d ic e . C iv i l  r i g h t s  canno t 
p ro p e r ly  be s u b je c te d  to  a  vo te , and th e  fundam ental p ro te c t io n s  
o f th e  A laska C o n s t i tu t io n  ehould n o t he p u t up f o r  grabB-

P leaee  r e j e c t  SJR-42. Thank you.
S in c e re ly ,

C aro le s h ie ld s  
p re s id e n t

** . M 2

2000 M Sveel NW 202 407 <98f) pftw0pbw.org / E-mail
Suite 400 202 263 26721 Fix hUp;/A< ww.pfcw.org
Washington DC 20036



T h e  A l a s k a  S t r i f e  L e g i s l a t u r e  is considering  an am endm ent to the A laska Constitution, titled  

Senate Jo in t R esolu tion  42 (SJR  42), w hich w ould p roh ib it state recognition o f  sam e-sex m arriages. W e 
believe the proposed  am endm ent encroaches on an A laskan 's right to privacy. W e also believe the proposed 
am endm ent w ould  underm ine the state constitu tion 's guarantee o f  equal rights and opportunities for all 
A laskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against S J R  42.
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T h e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e  is considering an amendment toIhe Alaska Constitution, titled 
Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit state recognition of same-sex marriages. We 
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an Alaskan's right to privacy. We also believe the proposed 
amendment would undermine the state constitution's guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all 
Alaskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJR 42.
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T h e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e  is considering an amendment to.the Alaska Constitution, titled 
Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit stale recognition of same-sex marriages. We 
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an Alaskan's right lo privacy. We also believe the proposed 
amendment would undermine the state constitution's guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all 
Alaskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJTR 42.
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T he A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e  is considering an amendment to the Alaska Constitution, titled 
aenate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit state recognition of same-s'ix marriages. We 
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an Alaskan's right to privacy. We alro believe the proposed 
amendment would undermine the state constitution's guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all 
AJaskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislator’s to vote against SJR 42.
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Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit state recognition of same-sex marriages. We )
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an Alaskan's right to privacy. We also believe the proposed 
amendment would undermine the state constitution's guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all 
Alaskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJR 42.
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T h e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e  is considering an amendment to the Alaska Constitution, titled 
Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit state recognition o f same-sex marriages. We 
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an Alaskan's right to privacy. We also believe the proposed 
amendment would undermine the state constitution's guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for alj 
Alaskans. We, the •■detsigaed, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJR 42.
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T h e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e  is considering an amendment to the Alaska Constitution, titled 
Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit state recognition of same-sex marriages. We 
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an Alaskan's right to privacy. We also believe the proposed 
amendment would undermine the state constitution's guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all 
Alaskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJR 42.
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T,tS A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e  is considering an amendment to the Alaska Constitution, titled 
Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit state recognition of same-sex marriages. We 
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an Alaskan's right to privacy. We also believe the proposed 
amendment would undermine the state constitution's guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all 
Alaskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJR 42.
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T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  is considering  an am endm ent to  the A laska C onstitution, titled 

Senate Jo in t R eso lu tion  42 (SJR  42), w hich w ould p roh ib it state recognition o f  sam e-sex m arriages. W e 
believe the proposed  am endm ent encroaches on  an A laskan 's right to  privacy. W e also believe the proposed 
am endm ent w ould  underm ine the state constitution 's guarantee o f  equal rights and opportunities for all 
A laskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against S JR  42.
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T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  is considering  an am endm ent to  the A laska C onstitution, titled  

Senate Jo in t R esolu tion  '42 (S JR  42), w hich w ould p roh ib it state recognition o f  sam e-sex m arriages. W e 
believe the proposed  am endm ent encroaches on an A laskan 's right to  privacy. W e also believe the proposed 
am endm ent w ould  underm ine the state constitution 's guarantee o f  equal rights and opportunities for all 
A laskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against S J R  42.
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T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  is considering  an am endm ent to  the A laska Constitution, title ' 

Senate  Jo in t R eso lu tion  42 (S JR  42), which w ould proh ib it state recognition o f  sam e-sex m arriages. We 
believe  th e  p roposed  am endm ent encroaches on an A laskan 's right to  privacy. W e also believe the proposed 
am endm ent w ould  u nderm ine  the  sta te  constitution’s guarantee o f  equal rights and  opportunities for all 
A laskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state leg islators to vo te  against S IR  42.

d lI

Signature Printed Name

- B o a .  I f

f c g j f i a l ' c k  sS fX W i

Malting Address

i . ^ . \ __________  L c u x z ______

Phooe

_______________________________ IM __________________ _____________________ ______________________________________________________________ __

; P t  h l M f v d w z - y u / i

J* S 7 ' - 2 n i 7 A

A
/ V .  2 O r M

'74 j f  L i  0.. L .

c 5a m i ~ - A / .  A e?ct '7 r

Q h t i d w i .

■^o5SeuL. G<50L.O
4 7 f - 3 X ^

^ o .  -&DX 6 2 % Z .  ^ KBMJKS, A74-37&& r*c

l o o I*) b 'L k e  A  K  *117* 7

£ Y \ J t £ 2  J P H

m s t  m d k  ^ w _ -  f a m k
t=L5  ■J --{£ A ij  i

u ThT T S L  *v=-

gjzn<Dx&'.

o s :

\ l d A / g n y e h

? C r? r A J r  F !? k

4 7 9 - * % ) ?

1 3 a t  ^

< n 4 J 8 c 6

l l (iL A b r & £ t lA to ± - E M < S . . .A k  T / 7 P L < r t l - 7 f t 7 0

A

L<zcnsf l r W ^ U

J ^ i t i o i i r  e i e M Sf c . .

(P o B ^ c ~ 7 n ? - . q e -  T = > .^ H  T / - 7  £ 7 / H

Q jo & g fli. U ± h7Aca_

po <ao\-ai»f?0<tor'Fk,xM^qr^i9 '-m  - T » l. - £
U / d ^  £?. ? y s 7 ~ J / y

y  . j ^ / f < s -

Us/A^l. _______   ^

g c Z o  f i T / e  & f j  f % x .  9 7 7 / ^
<=*v

S ju rC P  jS& K -K d -___

Tlvs petition will become a part of the public record. Please fax completed petitions lo ( 9 0 7 ) 566-4226. Mail originals to Committee for Equality, PO Box 34202, Juneau, AK 998(23



5  A K

E-mall address

a r - H ia W

I f L

 ~ t $

®  j A^o \ .
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77j£? A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  is considering  an am endm ent to the A laska Const 

Senate  Jo in t R eso lu tion  42 (SJR 42), w hich w ould p roh ib it state recognition o f  sam e-sex m; 
be lieve  th e  proposed  am endm ent encroaches on an A laskan's right to  privacy. W e also  belii 
am endm en t w ould  underm ine  the sta te  constitution 's guarantee of equal rights and opportun 
A laskans. We, the undersigned, u rg e  all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJR 42.
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lg an am endm ent io the A laska C onstitution, titled 

>hibrl state recognition o f  sam e-sex m arriages. We 
askan's right to  privacy. We a lso  believe die proposed 
juarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all 
te legislators to vote against SJR 42.
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' f a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  is considering  an am endm ent to the A laska Constitution, titled 

ution  4 2  (S JR  42), w hich w ould prohib it state recognition  o f  sam e-sex m arriages. We 
ed am endm ent encroaches on an A laskan 's right to privacy. W e also believe the proposed 
underm ine  th e  sta te  constitu tion’s guarantee o f equal rights and opportunities for all 

e undersigned, urge all Alaska s ta te  legislators to  vo te  against S JR  42.
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T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  is considering  an ame 

S enate  Jo in t R esolution 42  (SJR 42), which w ould  p roh ib it stat« 
be lieve  th e  p roposed  am endm ent encroaches on  an A laskan's rij 
am endm en t w ould underm ine  the sta te  constitu tion 's guarantee 
A laskans. We, th e  undersigned, urge all Alaska state Hegislai

Printed N am e

L e * r& E 3 P V i- '  C c & tr d lH S V S T i

r & m < *  f
^ r ^ S c W o ^ c e r
m d i
l A v r  r e  A  rm u t-u

Cox C tS  r f i  / 7 ( a RCh & mu i k£s
- < = 2 ^ 7 /- do t f / J \ S '

i t i  4 V - "  ~ D fM jL C  P i i Om i O
f \»  p \a / ”>xo\ ̂ / n n w ^ rn

M l I -S 9  '
1 O s  A O i V . ' y i  t v F cKM * ^  !

V ia____
T iy b /^ /j ^ L < s V
iTfc

w Y k i& tju z U n i « ^ c / i ^ 7A t f f l j P w ' f 7 u L & M \f c o £ < r - / M e . & ' t r  f
This pa&ion will beconw a  pad of the public reco'd. Ptaase fax oompleted petitions to  (S07)



I

intent to die A laska C onstitution, titled 

ecognition o f  s?m e-sex  m arriages. We 
t to privacy. We a lso  believe the proposed 
equal rights and opportunities for all 
rs to vote against SJR 42.
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* i s l a t u r e  is considering  an am endm ent to  the A laska C onstitution, titled 

;JR 42), w hich w ould  proh ib it state recognition o f  sam e-sex m arriages. We 
lent encroaches on an  A laskan 's right to  privacy. We also  believe the proposed 
; the state constitu tion 's guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all 
ned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJR 42,
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Fairbanks, AK
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T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  is considering  an am endm ent to the A laska C onstitution, titled 

Senate Joint Resolution 42 (S JR  42), w hich w ould prohibit state recognition  o f  sam e-sex m arriages. We 
believe the proposed am endm enc encroaches on an A laskan's right to privacy. We also believe the proposed 
am endm ent w ould underm ine the  state constitu tion 's guarantee o f  equal rights and opportunities for all 
A laskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJR 42.
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