
A LA SKA  L E G IS L A T U R E
H O USE  a n d  SEN A TE  F IN A N C E  CO M M ITTEE  F I L E S ,  1 9 9 7 - 1 9 9 8



The Alaska State Legislature is con sid erin g  an am endm ent to the  A laska Constitution, titled 

S enate  J o in t  R e so lu tio n  4 2  (SJR. 42), w hich w ould  p ro h ib it sta te  recogn ition  o f  sam e-sex  m arriages. We 
b e liev e  th e  p ro p o se d  am en d m en t encror ,hes on an A laskan 's  right to  privacy. W e also  believe the proposed 
am en d m en t w o u ld  u n d e rm in e  the sta te  constitu tion 's  guaran tee  o f  equal righ ts  and opportunities fo r all 
A lask an s. W e , th e  u n d e rs ig n e d , u rg e  a ll A la sk a  s ta te  leg is la to rs  to v o te  a g a in s t S JR  42.
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This pelilioffwill become a part of Ihe public record. Please fax completed petitions lo (907) 585-4226. Mail originals to Committee lor Equality, PO Box 34202. Juneau. AK 99803

airbanks should save a copy and rclum  to one or the following people or place: Rich Collins, Jeff Walters, Pete Pinner, Mark Schubauer, Lisa Slaylon, Nancy Kailing, Mari Galereavc, or Into Ihe Woods Bookshop



The Alaska State Legislature is co n sid e rin g  an am endm ent to  the  A laska C onstitu tion , titled 

Senate  Jo in t R eso lu tio n  42  (S JR  42), w hich w ould  p ro h ib it sta te  reco g n itio n  o f  sam e-sex  m arriages. Wc 
b e liev e  the  p ro p o sed  a m en d m en t encroaches on an A laskan 's  right to  p rivacy . W e also  believe the proposed 
am en d m en t w ou ld  u n d e rm in e  the s ta te  constitu tio n 's  guaran tee o f  equal rig h ts  and opportun ities fo r  all 
A lask an s. W c , th e  u n d e r s ig n e d ,  u rg e  a ll A la sk a  s ta te  leg is la to rs  to  v o te  a g a in s t  S J R  42.
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This polilion'.will bcoome a poit of Ihe public record. Please fax completed polilions lo (907) 58&-‘I220. Mail originals lo Commillee for Equality, PO Box 3-1202, Juneau, AK 99803
.tirbinks should save a copy and return lo one o f Ihe following people or place: Rich Collins, Jeff Wallers, J’ele Pinucy, Mark Scliubaucr, Lisa Slayton, Nancy Kailing, Mari Calercavc, nr Inin d ir Wnnth Bookshop



The Alaska State Legislature is co n sid e rin g  an am endm ent to th e  A laska C onstitu tion , titled 

S enate  J o in t R eso lu tio n  4 2  (S JR  4 2 ), w hich w ould  p ro h ib it sta te  recogn ition  o f  sam e-sex  m arriages. We 
believe  the  p ro p o sed  am en d m en t encroaches on an A laskan 's right to p rivacy . We a lso  believe the proposed 
am en d m en t w ould  u n d e rm in e  the sta te  co n stitu tion ’s guaran tee o f  equal righ ts  and opportun ities for all 
A laskans. W e , th e  u n d e rs ig n e d , u rg e  a ll A la sk a  s t a t e  leg is la to rs  to  v o te  a g a in s t  S J R  42.
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This petition will become a part of Ihe public record. Please fax completed pelilions lo (907) S8&-4220. Mail originals lo Committee lor Equality, PO Box 3-5202, Juneau. AK 99803
tirbanks should save a copy and re lun i lo one of Ihe following people or place: Rich Collins, Jeff Wallen. Pele Pinney. Mark Scliuhnucr. I.isa Slayton. Nancy Ruling, Mari C a lrrm v   . t -  s*  .............. .........
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This petition will become a pail of Ihe public record. Please fax completed petitions lo (907) 5OG-4220. Moil originals lo Committee for Equality, PO Box 34202, Juneau, AK 99803
lirbanlushould save copy and return in one of (he follow!,.e people or place: Kiel, Collins. .IcfT Wallers. P rlr Pin.ley. Mark Srhnhmier. I !<•. s i   v....... -

The Alaska. State Legislature is co n s id e rin g  an am endm ent to  the  A laska C onstitu tion , titled 

Senate  Jo in t R eso lu tio n  42  (S JR  42 ), w hich  w o u ld p roh ib it sta te  rccom ntion  o f  sam c-scx  m arriages. We 
believe  the p roposed  am en d m en t encroaches on an  A laskan 's rigid to  p rivacy . W e also  believe the proposed 
am en d m en t w ould  u n d e rm in e  the sta te  co nstitu tion 's  guaran tee o f  equal righ ts and  o p p ortun ities for all 
A laskans. W e , th e  u n d e rs ig n e d , u rg e  all A la sk a  s ta te  leg is la to rs  to  v o te  a g a in s t  S J R  42.
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The Alaska. State Legislature is c o n s id e rin g  an am endm ent lo  the A laska C onstitu tion , titled 

Senate  Jo in t R eso lu tio n  4 2  (S JR  42), w hich  w o u ld  p ro h ib it sta te  recogn ition  o f  sam e-sex  m arriages. We 
b e liev e  th e  p roposed  am en d m en t encroaches on an A lask an 's  rig id  to  p rivacy . V> also  believe the proposed 
am en d m en t w ould  u n d e rm in e  the sta te  co n stitu tio n 's  g uaran tee  o f  equal righ ts  and opportun ities fo r all 
A laskans. W e , th e  u n d e rs ig n e d , u rg e  a ll A la sk a  s ta te  leg is la to rs  to  v o te  a g a in s t  S J R  42.

This petition will become a part of Ihe public record. Please fax completed petitions to (907) 586-4226. Mail originals lo Committee for Equality. PO 8ox 34202, Juneau. AK 99B03
lirbanks should save a copy and r t lum  to one of Ihe following people or place: Rich Collins. Jeff Wallen. Pete Pinney. Mark Scliubauer. I.isa Slayton JVanqy K J jm g .M ari Galcreave. or Into (be Woods Bookshop



The Alaska State Legislature is co n s id e rin g  on am endm ent to  the  A laska C onstitu tion , titled 

S en a te  Jo in t  R eso lu tio n  4 2  (S JR  42 ), w hich  w o u ld  p ro h ib it sta te  recogn ition  o f  sam e-sex  m arriages. We 
b e liev e  the p ro p o sed  am en d m en t en c ro ach es on  an A la sk an 's  right to p rivacy . W e a lso  believe the proposed 

am en d m en t w o u ld  u n d e rm in e  the s ta te  co n stitu tio n ’s g u aran tee  o f  equal righ ts  and opportun ities fo r all 

A lask an s. W e , th e  u n d e r s ig n e d , u rg e  a ll A la s k a  s t a t e  le g is la to rs  to  v o te  a g a in s t S JR  42.
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This pelilion will become a part of the public record. Please fax completed pelilions lo (907) 586-4226. Mail originals lo Committee (or Equality, PO Box 34202. Juneau. AK 99803
rbanks should save a copy and return to one of the following people or place: Rich Collins. JetT Wallers. Pete Pinuey. Mark Schubaucr. Lisa Slayton, Nancy f i l i n g  Mari Galercnvc. or Into (he Woods Bookshop



The Alaska. State Legislature is co n s id e rin g  an am endm ent to  the A laska C onstitu tion , titled 

S en a te  Jo in t R eso lu tio n  4 2  (SJR  42), w hich w ou ld  p ro h ib it s ta te  recogn ition  o f  sam e-sex  m arriages. Wc 
b e liev e  the p ro p o sed  am en d m en t encroaches on an A laskan 's  right to privacy . We a lso  believe the proposed 
a m en d m en t w ould  u n d e rm in e  the sta te  constitu tio n 's  g uaran tee  o f  equal rights and opportun ities for all 
A lask an s, W e , th e  u n d e rs ig n e d , u rg e  a ll A la sk a  s ta te  le g is la to rs  to  v o te  a g a in s t S J R  42.
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This pelilion will become a part oI Ihe public record. Please fax completed petitions lo (907) 586-4226. Moil originals (o Commillee for Equality, PO Box 34202, Juneau. AK 99803
irhanks should save a copy and rc liirn  lo one of the following people or place: Rich Collins. Jeff Wallers. Pcie Pinney. .Mark Schnhnuer. I.isa Slayton. Nancy Kailine. Mari Galen-..,, r. I.,„ , ,hc  ......* i h - '  sh-



T h e  A l a s k a .  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  is c o n sid e rin g  an am endm en t to the A laska C onstitu tion, titled | - ^ j  x () 0  f) I l S j  f \  P y

S enate  Jo in t R eso lu tio n  42  (SJR  42), w hich w ould  p ro h ib it sta te  recogn ition  o f  sam e-sex  m arriages. We *
believe th e  p ro p o sed  am en d m en t encroaches on an  A laskan 's  right to  p rivacy . W e also  believe the proposed 
am endm en t w o u ld  u n d erm in e  the sta te  constitu tion 's guaran tee  o f  equal righ ts and opportun ities for all 
A laskans. W e , th e  u n d e rs ig n e d , u rg e  all A la sk a  s ta te  le g is la to rs  to  v o te  a g a in s t  S J R  42.
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This pelilion will become a pait of Ihe public record. Pleaso fax cemplelod pcUtrons lo (007) 58&-422G. Mail originals (o Commillee for Equality, PO Dox 3-1202, Juneau. AK 99803
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Sonalc Jo in t R esolu tion  42  (S JR  42),1j\vliich w ould p roh ib it state rccognllion o f  sair 
be lieve  the proposed am en d m en t onojunches on an  A laskan 's rigid to  privacy. Wo 
am endm en t w ould  u n d e rm in e  the stafo constitution 's guarantee o f  equal righ ts  and opportunities fo r  all 
A laskans. W c, th o  u n d e rs ig n e d , u rg e  all A la sk a  s ta te  legislators to  v o te  n g n ln s tls JR  42
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T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  is considering  an am endm ent to the A laska Constitution, titled 

Senate Jo in t R eso lu tion  42  (S JR  42 ), ,/h ich  w ould p ro h ib it sta te  recognition o f  sam c-scx  marriages. Wc 
believe the proposed  amendment encroaches o n  an A laskan 's right to privacy. Wc also  believe the proposed 
am endm ent w ould  underm ine  the sta te  constitu tion 's guarantee o f  equal rights and opportunities for .'til 
A laskans. W e , the undersigned, urge a ll A laska state leg islators to vote against S JR  42.
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Pilrbanlu should save a copy and return to one o f the filtowiog people or place: Rlcb Collins, Jeff Wnllent, Pete Pinncy, Mark Schabaaer, L iu  Slaylon, Nancy Railing, M ir f Galtreavr, or Into (he Wood* Baoluhop
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& T h e  A l a s k a  S l a t e  L e g is la tu r e  is considering an amendment to the Alaska Constitution, titled 
Senate Jo in t Resolution 42 (SJR 42). which would prohibit stale recognition o f same-sex marriages. We 
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an AJaskan's right to privacy. Wc also beiicvo the proposed 
amendment would undermine the state constitution’s guarantee o f  equal rights and opportunities for all

Wc* the andcrciprted. urvc ail Ala<trQ l^oklifnri in  v/if* 5UR dl.

z

Th* p«ClMin wil fcxcomw a>crt ci IŜ fu&'< >eoc*d. FIomo U* ncvnplo>*d pctr>ooa lo -JD07> tti 0-4726. Mai1 pripfcwik lo Co"iar*nco 'or Crjuofty, PO 0*>« MTC72, Jordan AK 90*03 
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The A la ska S ta te T e g is ld lu re  is considering an amendment Lo the Alaskfi Constitution, tilled 

Senate Jo :,nt Resolution 42 (SJR 42). which would prohibit slate recognition o f  samc-scx ma nagcs. Wf 
b c li^ " ' "',4 proposed am endm ent encroaches on an Alaskan's right to privacy. We also believe the proposed 
am endm ent would underm ine the state constitution's guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all 
Alaskans, We, 1he undersigned , n rgt all A laska  s ta te  legislators to vot» agaiusf S J R 42.
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The Alaska State Legislature is considering an amendment lo ihe Alaska Constitution, titled 
Senate Joint -Resolution 42 (SJR ‘ \  which would prohibit slate recognition of sanic-scx marriages. Wc 
believe die proposed nmccdjnert .troches on an Alaskan's right Jo privacy. Wc fclso believe the proposed 
amendment would undermine th -i'c constitution's guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all 
Alaskans. We, th« uadcntigritxi, urĵ  *11 Alaska state legislators to vo*e against SJR 42.

F a i r b a t i k :

TMt poM «i *“3 Ikttcw » pari of »>c putkc nxxxd. PV«t»* iiw »"? Jod potitbr-j to (507) MS-<2i8 Matt trrjln.m la Co«mir*a kit F.rpat.ly, I 0 &<* WT02. Jurtext, AKMMO 
airtraiju »t»oW WTt a ropj and r«Ora u nntlh fcUowin* »c plact RWCttar, Jrfr 7<fr Pi#or», Mark Stkobnair. U» 5l«y1««. Nax; K*4ir(. MiriCaJettare, or Into Ike Wosdt ■•aVabap

TJ
0N

M
a

y
-0

3
-9

8
 

0
4

:0
8

P



UrLH*.--------- --- ll& .ZfJ'-lt t ' t  f l *  Ua.^/S I Sw
U f z r  raff* izZ A  'v r v O ju t g t .
M*££-:? '**& »  fr'k -rj _  r / f i  V*K f a t  .-s b , n  ) ^  7?-4cyt & U ,
3 & £ H ,j2 * & s z & fL .L  S> ‘ J*ft\ acw. lawJ

'rgGTA rtfZ .'JkazLZyZ t t  _ F S M *  r - l s g  \'n< ,.7 ,~ 46 , ^ s
'js £ & J j* k L i r -  ^ J n & jr s & d s :------- F ^ /T iil S . k y ^  ~$1 'I * -  I 'tfTV-Sf&i i /uX*
^ g ,"  ̂  ^ — ^ S t l .— 5 £ li—%-.Ls-^msc-* CT tr . -  ̂ i
A L~S{ ~t>. .W ili?S i -?£ fry «E7<?fr 7 j,i-J , ,>H 9*71*] - f r r - Z i r -  ui.- fc/>4/,

7A iU -S .P .tiU -------JaP.T icI ifooft ASrjftd ■?k~?r,b
. _P«Q. Aj>v -£02-^ I rgAuy^ ---

S'o-Jp c_ '^yy;7- V"V7 Jd* f>; «*> S?:«rf**rttC*lw- ----
K&fTt iPfrJ; .. Si"'

■L>g JfeOO*

M a y  -  0 1 -  9 8  0 5 j  5 1  P^ . . . . . . , „ *  . * w » v  ■ s v  / •»» ioe«>»
——~‘-‘v OJCOWW op Jr. rV»: to prfvocy. V/c aLjc htli** fer p4np̂ed

P  . 0 3HMUii 2 / 1  3

^  olBrx«« c/*p̂  ̂  aori w nm ^ScT iU
Alasicias. VVtjthoraetraeW, »tviC AJastaaarx |t{l*t»XOT= ta-kouitakirSJR̂

■*■ ■** **-h ■ rnmi im«> 0» ««; «( Sx |3j> l H |i |f-'~ JUj CsJha J  ̂ P«iU. UXM  w •») «C«tM. LU ̂ a .  t, e— • „  VIMa. K, M. VJO. * -« . AX W*0
!* **»»* C ^ w < . w k f  W m «  *WV^—O

c<c?' \
True A laska Slate Legislator e h mazvWai «a madams to A* Aksfai CccrRiaeiaa. mjal
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orwP APtT 4/2.A/ g/ A5<f. f ?7d ? "W- ̂  r*

Tlf.'fc'fl h i,.J ._ I*.*-, i'-i'iO LteC-. (̂wrf t=icc -».<?• -oaoi *K7-1X5-7 1
CD-j +\,<-MoRO r~4li<CV£, 2a* nj.rwjx- A.t; -¥=2-^
’ P . "■> . "*p-}. Q/i<> « 7̂i5J p* C cf *̂cĉ« ̂  <«,-------
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“ak̂ i.JAM̂ SAJ 1,-̂ ^̂ AlLOcfê fr ^  n& ,o< w  ■ — "
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. >û4> mcoj&ixiefl or UffK'Mrjf AMrrit̂ ci *̂ r bolifvc ̂  pr^p'Md • ow^ook  ̂ oroaciio ca aa aJjcxaj'; rigktto privacy. Wc iLvs bcLi**-» tfve prcpcocd 
wwttld xxAtminf Cto tux» ey im tonic*;'; (tiionftf eq>aJ rt̂Jra vd cppvTUBbc fin!)AJi^aar. . i —p > w ^  . ------  m \„ - -pp >7

ta^Od'v^

z f‘ L* e . y e v a .--------. . . . . ! f ^ r ^ r  ___________1— 5*“ .- .J-m. C -^ 2 , 03^&L&A.OAL <37 »/ j ^ S -t/1  -S --------- 5 * ! - 4 - = ______
A^M/O iA  CauAj  n A it  -7</V3? £&/UZ*Jrr Ak.<Pf̂ L
L *~ r 1 ■

— -— ^>. ,
..__ „ J U A s fc  , C<~
r^-t^T1—A lr !  aa^ J

/v o *  1 y v  'ffiz .'s -
J t - f ,  C rt Z u i t s  U K  A KA r?u<

. M  / :S /— MAfY F„. U sT o  k> 1 Y O .F ^ x  > B = Z  r ^ - A C . ^ r - ^ . ^ i r  -?
A « y  a ^ u 'r.c . B 'X  -J-^ •441 J.IK- 1 •

ln ^ Z ^ rp . ^KOr.-?Q'.fV.^br A V̂ 1*
i3 *v  T?V d t t T T o P i + n - r ^ K

»

.1

) - - -

1

2 Jtt? aLLjs  *C3 State L*ClgLSkJtun> *  c^caufcrintj x\ zur.vaxmcx to t&c aMmjl Cccjtxatooo, QiJed 
2^toj^fi^5la»akAioti42(S^44Xi«iti wx»Wpn*ib<twt:(rc<)sajtioQ<a<fle»»-»«e*Da<ts. We 
belkvc (he « * r> ^ g i »ww k^-» »« «a A luba^ i^g to pcrrey. We liso boi^*« i*K propcnral
■rrmrln'r—1— iriii Trrlrrreinr rtr i f i  ^m'nJii^i jm — n if p. J i infiri tod !■!■» ■"■■ IT AMooi. We, •• euAmd̂W, vt» el AUda tobdwti to ww ̂ *eet UR 42.

P aitba tiki.

- f ■ fi t o i
.'C!iVM f '  LS>'S>A-S. f'tx s .rA jt-* ^ 0 .5 ^  ■̂■=4:': •*!' *T-sr'£*o

r-,.^ L j VPvf <. -tv V ro - r ? ‘?/r
0  O . <5oX 7 'J O .' prya; A " * - * ’ ? - '■"■
.tix. i>Lxt>r,/!,t fv ts  t n  c ,^ / (fc—./uT f-'/y l-?

......... - /sf/A j /  *. *1 t/**- /ll£ -Z Lu ->  D r- Ar/S<\ AM ?■?»>
i n ^ y ^ L . r  r«trcc i i ’ .'l F.-iiCy^vj j^?,r p4( a^ "-; J..J • l./T'l

= "?o?^ t . j f  ^  . i
S w ,  J  j j L 1

-fT S lyO i^ W A ?S fa >  V v r *  7  j? L  M<-
'J H tr '& tZ *  — tfju ?  C j^^jr-r7~ SZzrr& iteZ J t r  Adp- i

r s v ( * t i H t  - .^ (0^  '-O '1!-'? " t o  -A i« . ^ 4 /x .J— ^ hV > “IpiZ"'
"i>C 3 c ^  & 5H ^ fris  Aid i

fr u ru .\ rj}/> s» t e-zzrZ-Z^A-t A k -tp z^ fr-
.r - eH  W J j f i j  AJrA. M3 J f * '  <?f-p,

T / . I M ^ A fi'Jj/r ~Pfx. 2 S r f  l >o_ r t r t A a m i  ‘/z z p w
f u r T o  'i tH rv x fy ' i r ^ f S r ^ U j S q j V
C  Vwwrtf r a r b h , " 'pw p .^ rfu  r /= rt^ I ^ 0 3 ) • t̂-n'sfc
i_3«> ^ *^ -v- f-e-ILtygAW-- ' . I t v s  -0'\''.' N -?l' * I-7'...'

»nr*, >*•»• 
m  »>T7«»lr^»n a»«wrfO« y » t i

rvtmyQaz.* ¥+**K*AQjmTrm. ~ Uw cV ?

■ r£.
A Jcato  S ta le  L e g is la tu re  a ee«akL«a£ »  m adaan  tothe AJf-Jae Cqtxzaaocc. *k d  
J<*» H«o*m-»f» n  d ly . < t\ wMcft »w d  jro&i*A itw  rcnojjatiuc of a s c « s  aminf'S. W> 

tu lk o a x g ty jx ^  M a A iw i n K i w  «a m AWiltnn*>H»>tta» ̂ jviay. W« atm tcaevc tty prope-ml 
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Thank you  f o r  th e  f a i r  and j u s t  t re a tm e n t i n  th e  co u rse  o f  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i v e  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  SJR42. I  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  
l e g i s la t u r e  has a lre a d y  w asted  much t im e  and expense p u s h in g  t h i s  
is s u e  i n  th e  w rong d i r e c t io n .
T h is  is s u e  a ro se  a few  m onths ago when ju d g e  P e te r  M ic h a e ls k i 
r u le d  t h a t  SB308 was u n c o n s t i t u t io n a l  and asked th e  s ta te  to  
p ro v id e  a c o m p e ll in g  in t e r e s t  f o r  th e  la w . Now i f  Sen. L o ren 
Leman i s  c o r r e c t  t h a t  gay m a rr ia g e s  w i l l  i n e v i t a b ly  d e v a s ta te  o u r 
s o c ie ty ,  th a n  th e r e  m ust be hundreds o f  p ro v e n  c o m p e ll in g  reasons 
f o r  d e n y in g  gay c o u p le s  th e  r i g h t  to  m a rry . J u s t  g iv e  one o f 
th o s e  re a so n s  t o  th e  ju d g e  and i t s  a l l  o v e r . The s ta te  w i l l  have 
f u l f i l l e d  th e  le g a l  re q u ire m e n t f o r  th e  s ta tu e  to  become la w . I f  
th e  s t a te  ca n n o t come up w i th  a v a l id  c o m p e ll in g  i n t e r e s t ,  th e n 
th e re  i s  no re ason  t o  mess w i th  o u r  c o n s t i t u t io n .
The S enate  R e p u b lic a n s  s u re  th o u g h t th e y  had some good reason s 
d u r in g  t h e i r  f l o o r  d e b a te . A p p a re n t ly  th e y  w ere a f r a id  to  su b m it 
t h e i r  re a so n s  to  a " c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y  t e s t "  by  th e  A la ska n 
c o u r ts .  They w ou ld  r a t h e r  le a v e  th e  d e c is io n  to  th e  v o te r s  who 
can be in f lu e n c e d  by t h e i r  hom ophobic r h e t o r i c .  I r o n i c a l l y  t .  i s  
b a l l o t  amendment w i l l  m ost l i k e l y  a ls o  be d e c la re d 
u n c o n s t i t u t io n a l  and th ro w n  o u t by th e  c o u r ts .  M a rr ia g e  i s  a 
c i v i l  r i g h t  t h a t  ca n n o t be d e te rm in e d  by p o p u la r  v o te .  I t  i s  a 
fu n d a m e n ta l r i g h t  to  f a m i ly  and f u l f i l l m e n t  t h a t  m ust be 
a v a i la b le  to  a l l  members o f  o u r  s o c ie ty  e q u a l ly .  How w ou ld  you 
f e e l  i f  y o u r  m a rr ia g e  was on n e x t f a l l s  b a l lo t ?
P le ase  l e t  th e  c o u r ts  co m p le te  t h e i r  w ork  on t h i s  is s u e  and do 
n o t a l lo w  c o n s t i t u t io n a l  amendments w ith o u t  re a s o n . I  u rge  you  to  
a llo w  t h i s  r e s o lu t io n  to  re m a in  i n  co m m itte e .



NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SOCIAL WORKERS ALASKA CHAPTER
318 4th Street, Juneau AK 99801 

586-4438 Fax: 586-4439 
naswak@a!aska.net

NASW Alaska Policy Statement 
SJR 42

The National Association of Social Workers (NASW) strongly opposes SJR 42. T h is  p roposal to 
am en d  th e  A la s k a  C o n stitu tio n  is a rad ica l e ffo rt to  re s tr ic t the p riv acy  and  freed o m  on one g roup o f  
A lask an s . N A S W  asse rts  th a t d isc rim in a tio n  and  p re ju d ice  ag a in st any g ro u p  is d a m ag in g  to  the social, 
em o tio n a l, an d  e c o n o m ic  w e ll-b e in g  o f  the  a ffec ted  g ro u p  and  o f  so c ie ty  as a w h o le . It is the position  o f  
N A S W  th a t sa m e -g e n d e r  sexua l o r ien ta tio n  sh o u ld  be a ffo rd ed  the sam e re sp ec t an d  rig h ts  as o pposite- 
g en d e r o r ie n ta tio n . N A S W  reco g n izes  th a t h o m o sex u a lity  and h o m o sex u a l cu ltu re s  have ex isted  
th ro u g h o u t h is to ry . H o m o sex u a l p eo p le  h av e  been  su b jec t to lo n g -stan d in g  so c ia l co n d em n a tio n  and  
d isc r im in a tio n . T o w a rd  the e lim in a tio n  o f  th is  p re ju d ic e , N A S W  reco m m en d s legal and  po litica l ac tion  
to:

•  w o rk  to w a rd  im p lem en ta tio n  o f  d o m es tic  p artn e rsh ip  leg isla tio n  at local, s ta te , an d  n a tio n al levels that 
in c lu d es  le sb ian  an d  gay p eop le .

•  en c o u ra g e  ad o p tio n  o f  law s tha t re co g n ize  in h e ritan ce , in su ran ce , ch ild  cu s to d y , p ro p e rty , and  o th er 
rig h ts  in le sb ian  an d  gay re la tio n sh ip s .

•  see  e le c tio n  o f  se lf- id en tif ied  lesb ian , g ay  and  b isex u a l can d id a te s  in all po litica l ju r isd ic tio n s , 

as w ell as an tid isc r im in a tio n  e ffo rts  w hich :

•  see k  rep ea l o f, and  ac tiv e ly  ca m p a ig n  ag a in st, any law s a llo w in g  d isc rim in a to ry  p rac tices  aga inst 
1( ~bian, g ay  an d  b isexual peo p le .

•  e n c o u ra g e  b ro a d en in g  o f  a ff irm a tiv e  ac tion  s ta tem en ts  in s ta te  g o v em m e-.t, soc ia l agencies, 
u n iv e rs itie s , p ro fess io n a l a sso c ia tio n s , an d  fu n d in g  o rg an iza tio n s  to include sex u a l o rien ta tio n .

•  w o rk  to w ard  im p lem en ta tio n  o f  an tid isc rim in a tio n  perso n n el p o lic ies  tha t c o v e r  lesb ian , gay and  
b isex u a l p e o p le  w ith in  the  s ta te  o f  A lask a .

•  in c re a se  p u b lic  aw aren ess  o f  the  d isc rim in a tio n  ex p e rien ce d  by lesb ian , gay  an d  b isex u a l peop le  and 
o f  the  c o n tr ib u tio n s  to so c ie ty  m ad e  by lesb ian , gay  and  b isexual peop le.



LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ALASKA 
Resolution Number 98-1

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING SJR-42, WHICH PROPOSES AN AMENDMENT TO THE 
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF ALASKA, ARTICLE I, DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, 
RELATING TO MARRIAGE.

Where**, the League o f Women Voder* o f Alaska consider* the Constitution o f the State o f Alaska a model 
document that has upheld Alaskan citizens' ind iv idua l liberties and fundamental rights exceedingly well;

WHtrea*, coMtJtution* in a democracy exist, in part, to protect the minority from the tyranny o f the majority;

Whereas, A rtic le I, Section 3, C iv il R ights, os’ the Alaska Constitution state* "N o person is to be denied the 
enjoyment o f any c iv il t>: 'd rtic a l righ t because o f race, color, cited , sex, or national orig in . The legislature shall 
implement th is section ";

Whereas, the position o f the League o f Women Voter* o f the United States on C itizen Rights: Ind ividual 
Liberties is: "The LWVUS believes in the individual liberties guaranteed by the Constitu tion o f the United Stales 
The League is conviiKcd that ind ividual rig h u now protected by the Constitution should not be wcakeood or 
abridged.";

Whereas, the League's national commitment to diversity embraces all citizens regardless o f "gender, age, 
race, ethnicity, d isab ility and sexual orientation," and the league opposes abridging anyone's righ t to privacy based 
on membership in any o f these groups; and

Whereas, a recent Alaskan law that restricted marriage to "one man and one woman" has been found
uncon3titu*:''< u l by a Supcikn Court ru lin g under Alaska's righ i to privacy law,

THEREFORE, BE IT  RESOLVED , that the League o f Women Voters o f Alaska opposes any legislative or 
other attempts to send to the v rte n  amendments to the Constitution o f the S' tic o f A laska that would restrict, delete, 
o r make exceptions to rights and liberties in plaoe in the current Alaska C cr tiitu tio n dated January 1, 1998.

FURTHER, BE IT  RESOLVED, tha t the League ofW omen Voters o f Alaska support* equality o f 
opportunity fo r a ll citizens. League rejects amendments in the Alack* Constitution that would make *oma groups o f 
Alaskan citizen* less equal than others and/or that would d a y  whole groups o f citizens the same rights and 
responsibilities enjoyed by other citizens.

FURTHER, BE IT  RESOLVED, that the League o f Women Voters o f Alaska opposes legislative attempts 
tc pass SJR-42, a b ill to amend the Alaska Constitution rather than uphold the Superior Court find ing . T I*  League 
opjvaca SJR-42 and any law or ba llo t measure intended to undercut or overturn court decisions which maintain the 
basic privacy rights o f Alaskan citizens.

PASSED on A p ril 19, 1998, by the delegates o f the League o f Women Voters o f A laska State Convention 
held m Kenai, Alaska.

J!?
W ild * G. Hudson, President

  League o f Women Voters o f Alaska
ATTEST:

C a rd C. Dickason, Secretary pro tem 
League o f Women Voters o f Alaska
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League of Women Voters of Alaska
1542 East 27th Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99508 - Phone/Fax: 272-0366 

FAX TRANSMITTAL -  Two pages

April 22, 1998

The tlonorable Alan Austerman 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Fax (907)465-4956

Dear Representative Austerman:

Transmined herewith is resolution No. 98-1 passed by the delegates of the League 
of Women Voters of Alaska at our State Convention which was held in Kenai on 
April 17.19. 1998

The League respectfully requests that the Legislature defeat SJR-42, and that you not 
place this proposed amendment to the Alaska Constitution on the ballot

Sincerely yours,

Wilda G Hudson, President
League of Women Voters of Alaska
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League of Women V oters of Alaska
1542 East 27th Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99508 - Phone/Fax: 272-0366

FAX TRANSMITTAL -  Two pages

April 22, 1998

The Honorable Alan Austexman 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Fax (907) 465-4956

Dear Representative Austerman:

Transmitted herewith is resolution No. 98-1 passed by the delegates of the League 
of Women Voters of Alaska at our State Convention which was held in Kenai on 
April 17-19. 1998

The League respectfully requests that the Legislature defeat SJR-42. and that you not 
place this proposed amendment to the Alaska Constitution on the ballot

Sincerely yours,

Wilda G Hudson, President
League of Women Voters of Alaska
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Chairman Hanley and Chairman Therriault,

Thank you for allowing us this opportunity to provide this testimony on SJR 42.

My name is Richard Kemnitz and I am speaking on behalf of the Social Action Committee of the 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Fairbanks. We are opposed to this measure as it is 
contradictory to the following Unitarian Universalist Association Principles and Purposes which we 
covenant to affirm and promote:

The inherent worth and dignity of every person;

Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations;

Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations;

A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;

The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in 
society at large;

The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all;

Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are part;

In accordance with these principles the General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association passed resolutions in 1984 and again in 1996 affirming Ceremonies of Union between 
members of the same sex.

We urge you to vote no on SJR 42.

Richard Kemnitz
Social Action Committee
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Fairbanks
P.O. Box 84734
Fairbanks, AK 99708
907-457-9009
rkemnitz@polarnet.com

mailto:rkemnitz@polarnet.com
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w m .  ' w  1 8  '  r  ""8 i  W :
• i *• *• rSENATE FINANCE CO

: ’ • V^j; - o ■, ■'
DATE: 3/10/98

Finance Committee considered 

Proposing an amendment

DATE TURNED
IN T O  O F F IC E : 4 / ^ / ^  8

' ■■■' 1 ;• . /.• • . 
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 42

•' ';Vf '/•( •. : •• • ■ i , \
to the Constitution of the State of Alaska relating to marriage.

' ■ ' c :> • . . 'v **iv • ' •t ; '• • * • v-*1: • •
an d  re c o m m e n d s :

|©3 b e  r e p la c e d  w ith  

[ ] a d o p t p r e v io u s  _

C S

C S

[ ] a t ta c h e d  a m e n d m e n t(s )  .

[ ] adopt L e tte r o f  In tent b y ___

[ ] fu rther referral, to t h e ______

S e n a te  B ill:
[*"J"sam e title  

__) [ ] n ew  title
H o u s e  B ill: 

_ )  [ ] s a m e  title  
[ ] te c h n ic a l title  
[ 3 new : SCR*____

Com m ittee

Com m ittee
.1 ■ t;
■ ‘j tA JL x ; . ■

/i

[ 3 APPROPRIATION -  no fiscal note ♦include fiscal notes accompanying Governor’s bill



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
1998 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

No.- I - ''f ’ Kf---
I Bill Version: ' f X

Rev is io n  Date (Note if correction)
Tit le C ons t .  Amend: Re lat ing to marriage

(S) Publish Date: 3 - to
Dept. Affected__________ Office of the Goverm  r
B RU  E lec t ive _Operat ions_____________
C om po ne n t  G ene ra l and Primary_______

Sponso r
R eques te r

S ena te  H E S S  Comm ittee
S ena te  Judic iary Comm ittee

E xpend itu re s /R evenues
C om po ne n t  Seria l No. 

( T h o u s a n d s  o f  Do l la rs)

# 22

O P E R A T IN G  E X P EN D IT U R E S FY  99 FY00 FY  01 FY  02 FY 03 FY  04
Persona l Se rv ices
Trave l
Contractua l 3.0
Supp l ie s
E qu ipm en t
Land & Structures
Grants & C la im s
M is ce l la neous

T O T A L  O P ER A T IN G 3.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CA P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( )

FU N D  S O U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Fede ra l Rece ip ts
1003 G F  Match
1004 G F 3.0
1005 GF/Program Rece ip ts
1037 GF/Menta l Hea lth
Other (Specify Type)

T O TA L 3.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s t im a te  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (FY98) cost:

P O S IT IO N S
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYS IS :  {Attach a separate page if necessary)
. n is  f ig u re s  i n c l u d e s  th e  c o s t  o f p ro v id in g  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t  th is  i s s u e  in th e  O f f ic ia l  E le c t io n  P am ph le t ,  a s  
r e q u ir e d  b y  A S  15.58, a n d  the  p r o g r am m in g  co s ts  for c o u n t in g  v o t e s  c a s t  o n  the  m e a s u r e .  H ow e v e r ,  o n ly  
four m e a s u r e s  c a n  b e  p r in ted  o n  a  s in g le  ba l lo t  c a rd .  If th is  m e a s u r e  r e q u ir e s  p r in t ing  a n  add it io na l ba l lo t  
ca rd ,  t h e  c o s t s  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  by S56.0.

■Jl
Prepared by 
D iv is ion

Ga i l Fenymj.
D iv is ion  of E lect ions

Approved by C  Lt. G overno r Fran U lmer 
Agency

Phone
Date

D a le

4 6 5 -3 9 3 5
3 /6 /98
3 /6 /98

Off ice of the L ieutenant Governor
PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEG ISLATIVE OFFICE

For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
(Rov 9/97) OOlnlorm xlsfOMB Page 1 Of 1



A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re

Senator Lyda Green 
Senator Jerry Ward 
Senator Johnny Ellis

Senator Gary Wilken, Chairman 
Senator Loren Lemso, Vice Chairman

State Capitol 
Room 510 

Juneau, Alaska S9801 
(907) 465-3762

Senate Committee on 
Health, Education and Social Services

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  -  S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  4 2

S enate  Jo in t R eso lu tio n  4 2  p ro p o se s  an  am e n d m e n t to the s ta te  co n stitu tio n  that d e fin e s  m arriag e  
as a un ion  b e tw een  one  m an an d  o n e  w o m an . W h e n  ap p ro v ed  by  vo ters, S JR  42  w ill p ro te c t the 
d efin itio n  o f  m arriag e  in c u rre n t s ta tu te . T h a t s ta tu te  w as d ec la red  to be p o ten tia lly  u n co n s titu tio n a l by

A la ska . In a  d ec is io n  rich  w ith  iron ies, Ju d g e  M ich a lsk i co n c lu d e d  that the s ta te ’s “fa i lu re . . .  to p rov ide 
p u b lic  re c o g n itio n ” o f  a p e rs o n ’s h o m o sex u a l re la tio n sh ip  is c o n tra ry  to the s ta te  c o n s titu tio n ’s rig h t to 
p riva cy  [em p h asis  ad d ed ]. M ich a lsk i’s ru lin g  ap p lies  th e  “s tr ic t  sc ru tin y  te s t” to the s ta te ’s law , m ean ing  
that the s ta te  c a n n o t d en y  m arriag e  licen ses  to sam e-sex  co u p les  un less it can  p ro v e  a  “co m p e llin g  
g o v ern m en ta l in te re s t."  T h e  co m p e llin g  in te re s t te s t is an  ex c e e d in g ly  d ifficu lt leg a l burden .

T h e  c o u r t’s ru lin g  ignores the c le a r  p u b lic  p o lic y  s ta te m e n t m ade by the L eg is la tu re  in 1996 w hen  
it passed  S en a te  B ill 308  b y  o v e rw h e lm in g  m arg ins. In tro d u c e d  by the S enate  H E S S  C o m m itte e , SB  308 
reaffirm ed  the  “ one m an , o n e  w o m an ” d e fin itio n  o f  m arriag e  th a t has been  o perative  in A lask a  sin ce  
sta teh o o d  and  also  u n d e r the te rrito ria l g o v e rn m e n t. T h e  law s o f  a ll 50  s ta tes  cu rren tly  lim it m arriag e  to 
in d iv idua ls  o f  o p p o s ite  sex . I f  the  c o u rt o rd e rs  the  s ta te  to reco g n ize  h o m osexual m arriag es , th o u san d s  o f  
sam e-sex  co u p le s  can  be e x p e c ted  to trav e l to  A la sk a  an d  o b ta in  m arriage  licenses. M an y  o f  these 
co u p les  w ill th en  re tu rn  to th e ir h o m e s ta te s  and see k  tc have th e ir un ions reco g n ized  u n d e r the “ fu ll faith  
and c red it c la u se "  o f  th e  U .S . C o n s titu tio n , w h ich  g en e ra lly  p ro v id es  that righ ts acqu ired  u n d e r the pub lic  
acts o r  ju d ic ia l p ro ceed in g s  o f  o n e  s ta te  m ust be held  valid  in o th e r sta tes. T h is  w ill p re c ip ita te  m u ltip le  
co n stitu tio n a l c r ise s  ac ro ss  the  co u n try  as d o zen s  o f  s ta te  g o v ern m en ts  are fo rced  to co n fro n t the issue.

I f  a c o u r t o rd e rs  reco g n itio n  o f  h o m o sex u a l m arriag es , it w ill p lace A lask a  in c o n f lic t w ith  federa l 
law in in c re d ib ly  d iv e rse  w ay s. In  1996 the U .S . C o n g ress  ap p ro v ed  and P resid en t C lin to n  sig n ed  into 
law H .R . 3 3 9 6 , no w  P u b lic  L aw  104-199. K now n as the “D efen se  o f  M arriag e  A ct,"  th is law  sp ec if ie s  
that m arriag e  u n d er fed era l law  m ean s a  un ion  o n ly  o f  o n e  m an  and one w om an. A cco rd in g  to the U .S. 
H ouse Ju d ic ia ry  C o m m itte e , the  w o rd  “ m arr iag e"  ap p ears  L m ore than 800 sec tions o f  fed era l s ta tu te s  
and reg u la tio n s, and  the w o rd  “sp o u se"  ap p ears  3 ,1 0 0  tim es. In  the adm in istra tion  and e n fo rc e m e n t o f  
these law s, the fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t d efin e s  m arriag e  as a  un ion  o f  “one  m an and  one w o m an ” -  reg ard less  
o f  w hat A lask a  law  s ta te s . T h e  I.R .S . w ill p ro b ab ly  n o t reco g n ize  jo in t tax re tu rns filed by  h o m o sex u a l 
“m arried ” co u p les , n o r w ili th ese  co u p les  be e lig ib le  fo r the leave benefits p rov ided  by  the F am ily  &  
M ed ica l L eav e  A c t o f  1993. H u n d red s o f  o th e r prc Orom s and benefits are also im p lica ted , and  an 
exp losion  o f  litig a tio n  can  be ex p e c ted  to resu lt.

B ecau se  re c o g n itio n  o f  sam e-sex  m arriag es  ra ises  the m ost profound  cu ltu ra l and legal issues, it is 
on ly  ap p ro p ria te  th a t the  issu e  be d ec id ed  by  v o ters , as SJR  42  w ill allow . It is no t ap p ro p ria te  to r  one 
unelec ted  and u n ac co u n tab le  ju d g e  to se t so c ia l p o licy  fo r the en tire  s ta te  o f  A laska.

S u p e rio r C o u rt Ju d g e  P e te r  M ich a lsk i in a  Feb. 27 ru lin g  in the  case  o f  B ra u se  a n d  D u g a n  vs. S ta te  o f

Prepared by Mike Pauley, Staff Aide to Senator Lor> n Leman, Vice-Chair Senate HESS Committee (465-3841)
Last Update: March 9, 1998
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April 4, 1998
E van L. Clay, V oter ID  #06984230 
M arcia H . Clay, V oter ID  #06984076 
C am ille Ciay, V oter ID  #08022113 
7039 H enderson Loop 
A nchorage, A laska 99507

T he H onorable Senator B e it Sharp 
A laska State Senate 
A laska State Capital 
Juneau, A a sk a  99801

D ear Senator:

W e, the undersigned, as residents and voters o f  the great state o f  A a sk a , w ould like to 
take this opportunity  to  express o u r feelings and view s about SJR 42. W e are vitally concerned 
that one non-dected judge, Judge M ichalski, has taken it upon him self to  redefine the institution 
o f  m arriage, ignoring th e  definition o f  m ore than  six thousand years, the  consensus o f  every 
nation o f  the w orld, and the recent form al definition by the United S tates Governm ent!

M arriage and the resultant fam ily are the foundation o f  our civilization and our nation. It 
is w rong fo r Judge M ichalski to  redefine and underm ine th is foundation singlehandedly w ithou t 
the voters o f  A laska having a "say” in that decision. It is the voters w ho will have to  reap the 
w hirlw ind o f  his folly. P assage o f  SJR  42 will allow  the voters to go to  the polls and cost th e ir  
votes as to  w hat constitutes a “legal” m arriage.

J f  the argum ent fo r recognizing and perm itting  hom osexual “m arriage”  w ere accepted, 
the sam e argum ent can easily be extended to  invalidate other prohibited “m arriages.”  I f  m en can 
“m arry”  m en and w om en can “m arry” w om en, why can ’t m en “m arry”  their daughters or w om en 
“ m arry”  their sons. Polygam y and polyandry could not be proscribed. W ould age lim itations 
barring m arriage, fo r example. 'letw een a 35 year old teacher and a  6th grade student be voided?

T he extension o f  legal m arriage to  include the  relationship betw een persons o f  the sam e 
sex w ould open the door to the w holesale underm ining o f  this nation’s and th is  c iv ilization’s 
foundation  and w ould precip itate a fall m ore rapid than  th?t o f  the R om an Em pire. W e strongly 
urge you to  vo te “Y E S” fo r SJR 42.

R espect fill ly,

M A R C IA  H. C LA Y. C LA Y  C A M IL L E  C LA Y



From: THOMAS AND TAMME DOYLE Fax: 907-486-7400 To: 8**wtor Bert Sharp P«0*Tcn 84furda/, Aprt CM. 199* 10:37:40 FM

Senator A  A dam s

R ecent developm ents in the SJR  42 have ju s t reached me. This m atter greatly 
concerns m e and should concern every upstanding citizen o f  the United States o f  A m erica. 
There is >10 state in our g reat country and 110 country in the world which allow s sam e sex  
m arriage, and there is very good reason for it. M arriage and fam ily form the very 
fram ew ork o f  society and civilization. In a day when w e com plain about the m oral 
decline o f  our society, and the increasing divergence from traditional fam ily values, how  
could we condone such a m easure. M arriage is and institution that can not be separated 
from the natural com plem entarity o f  m en and women. W e can no m ore redefine m arriage 
titan w e can redefine gender. Could w e pass a law  that there are no longer tw o genders? 
such a law would be nonsense, because i! conflicts with natural law  which precedes 
A laska law.

If  A laska is forced to recognize hom osexual marriage, thousands o f  sam e sex 
couples will flock to A laska to obtain m arriage licenses. These couples will then return 
hom e and try 1o have their unions recognized in their hom e states. This will cause legal 
conflict around the country. N ot only that but the argum ents in favor o f  hom osexual 
m arriage can also be used to invalidate other restrictions 011 m arriage, for exam ple: I f  m en 
can m arry m en and w om en can m arry wom en, then w hy can't men marry' their daughters, 
o r m en m arry m ore than one w om en o r a women m arry m ore than one man.

For one m om ent reflect on the pseamble to the Constitution, and the Pledge o f  
A llegiance. This country is great, w e are one nation under god.

T he Federal governm ent defines m arriage as the union o f  one m an and one 
wom an. I f  Judge M ichalski's ruling is allowed to stand Alaska will be in conflict with 
federal, natural and international law . It is wrong and absolutely absurd to allow  one 
radical unelected ju d g e  to  redefine m arriage and further degrade our countries stance 011 
values.

Passage o f  SJR 42 will allow  the voters to decide the issue, as it should be. It will 
give the people o f  this state a chance to  say Judge Peter Michalski your overruled.

Thom as Doyle- 
1415 Hampstead 
Fairbanks A laska 99701 
907-455-7408
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A p r i l  4 ,  1 9 9 8

D e a r  S e n j a t o r

Q u r : f a m i l y  v a l u e s  w i l l  "be f u r t h e r  u n d e r m i n e d  v e r y  m u c h  i f  t h e  
m a r r y i n g ;  o f  h o m o s e x u a l s  i s  a l l o w e d .  L e t ’ s  c o n t i n u e  t o  t e a o h  h o n o r ,  
r e s p e c t  a n d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l y  v a l u e s .

We h a v e  a  h a r d  e n o u g h  t i m e  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  u n d e r m i n i n g  th e m  t y  
l e g a l i z i n g  h o m o s e x u a l  m a r r i a g e .

I  SUPPORT S JR  4 2 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

4 6 1 2  P a v a l f f f  S t . ,  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 7
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A p r i l  4 ,  1 9 9 8

D e a r  S e n a t o r :

i
M an y  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  f a c i n g  o u r  c o u n t r y  a r e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  V a l u e s  o f  o u r  s o c i e t y  h a v e  s u n k  t o  
a  n e w  l o w ,  a n d  c r i m i n a l s  u s e  t h e i r  w r e t c h e d  u p b r i n g i n g  a s  a n  e x c u s e  
f o r  t h e i r  c r i m e s .

F a m i l i e s  w ho t e a c h  r e s p e c t ,  h o n o r  a n d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l y  
v a l u e s  h a v e  a  h a r d  e n o u g h  t i m e  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  u n d e r m i n i n g  th e m  
b y  l e g a l i z i n g  h o m o s e x u a l  m a r r i a g e .

I  FULLY SUPPORT S JR  4 2 .

V i r g i n i a  M. J e n s e n  
4 6 1 2  P a v a l o f  S t . ,  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 7



F a x  C o v e r  P a g e
FA X  C O V E R  S H E E T

S u n d a y , A pril 0 5 , 1 9 9 8  1 1 :1 2 :4 0  AM

T o: B e rt S h a r p  
F a x # :  1 -9 0 7 -4 6 5 -2 0 7 0

F a x : 1 p a g e  a n d  a  c o v e r  p a g e .
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5 April 199S

Dear Senator:
We have been married 25 years this coming April 25Ul. We think marriage between a man and 

women is the most wonderful institution. However, we feel strongly that homosexual marriages would be a 
perversion of what marriage is all about. Make sure that you preserve the sanctity and beauty of marriage and 
pas3 a law that will prevent the perversion of marriage as it has been in American tradition

Sincerely,

Steve and Nina Wolfe 
5007 Clover Lane 
Homer, Alaska 99603 
wolfefam@xyz.net

mailto:wolfefam@xyz.net
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FROM TOWER C O / G U A R D  I AN AK P.  00  I

P.O. Box 3820 • Palmer, AK 99645

A Division of Towor EnlerpfltM. Co.

(907) 745-2505 
Toll Fme: (800) 770-2505

Senator Bert Sharp
R-Farrtwnks
485-2070

Dear Senator Sharp

I am writing to you today to express my support lor TRADITIONAL, HETEROSEXUAL marriages in 
the state of Alaska. I am asking you to do everything humanly possible to uphold these mamages 
as the ONLY recognized and legal marriage in our state. Marriage and the family are the very 
foundation of our civilization. To atiow 'same sex nwriages’ in the State of Alaska would send a 
powerful message to the world thsJ we, as a state, have Ittte regard for this great institution of 
marriage that God has established for us.

No matter how you look at it, no Christian can deny that marriage started with Adam and Eve. God 
himself performed that first marriage and Identified how It should continue; between a man and a 
woman. Please see that this institution is preserved as It was established in the beginning.

Craig L. Saunders 
PO Box 982 
Palmer, Alaska 99645 
(907) 745-8558

i ( P e r f e c t i o n  I n  P r o t e c t i o n
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April 5, 1998

1301 Ivy Circle 
Wasilla, AK 99654 
(607) 373-1143

Senator Bert Sharp 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Sharp:

We are writing in support of SJR 42, the proposed constitutional amendment to 
define marriage in Alaska as a union between only a man and a woman.

As tiiis resolution comes to the Senate floor, we urge you to vote in favor. This 
bill supports the fundamental unit of communities, alias, and nations. Nowhere In the 
United States is marriage between two people of the same sex legal. As a matter of 
fact, no other country In the world allows same-?ex marriage.

We believe that marriage, by definition, is a sacred covenant between a man 
and a woman. This union is superior in all aspects for the perpetuation of families and 
for teaching and nurturing children by precept and example. Beycnd the traditional and 
religious aspects, research has shown that both a father and a mother are vital in 
teaching children proper gender Identity, self-esteem, and how to relate appropriately 
with others. Marriage by those of the same sex would fail to provide these statistically 
documented necessary building stones of our nation.

This is not a homophobic view or an attempt to attack the civil rights of those 
with a different life-style. It is a stand for the traditional values our country was built on 
and we believe in. Please give the people of Alaska a chance to vote on this vitally 
important issue.

Sincerely,
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S e n a to r  S h a rp ,

I a m  in  s u p p o r t  o f  b i ll  S J R  4 2 , W e  d o  n o t  

n e e d  s a m e  s e x  m a r r ia g e s  le g a l iz e d  in  A la s k a .
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To: Senator Bert Sharp Fax: 465-2070

From: Chester F. Sniegowski, Jr.
and Wendy A. Sniegowski 
1011 25TH Avenue 
Fairbanks, Alaska, 99701 
(907) 456-2437

Subject: Senate Bill SJR 42

Dear Senator:

My wife and 1 are of the opinion that marriage is between a man and a woman. 
Senate Bill SJR 42 will give us and other Alaskans the opportunity to overrule 
Judge Peter Michabki’s recent court decfelon to the contrary.

In considering your upcoming vote, on Senate Bill SJR 42, the following should be 
noted:

(1) No State in the country allows same sex marriages
(2) No country in the world allows same sex marriages
(3) The Federal Government of the United States of America defines 

marriages as a union of only “  one man and one woman.”
(4) Marriage is an institution that cannot be separated from the 

natural complementary o f men and women.
(5) It is ABSOLUTELY wrong for one judge to redefine this marriage 

‘nstitution without the people of Alaska being involved in the decision.
(6) Same sex marriages are just plain IMMORAL and WRONG

period.

Please vote in iavor of Senate Bill SJR 42, so that the voters of Alaska will get a 
chance to voice and vote their opinion.

Thank You for your consideration in this important matter.

Sincerely,

Chester and Wendy Sniegowski
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ApriJ 5, 1998

To: Alaska Senators A1 Adams, Dave Donley, Jim Duncan, Johnny  Ellis, Lyda
Green, Rick Halford, Lyman Hoffman, Tim Kelly, Loren Leman, G eorgianna 
Lincoln, Je rry  Mackie, Mike Miller, Sean Parnell, Drue Pearce, Randy Phillips,
Bert Sharp, Robin Taylor, John  Torgerson. Je rry  W ard an d  Gary Wilken

We s tro n g ly  s u p p o r t  a n d  u rg e  th e  passage  o f  SJR 4 2  d e a lin g  w ith  sam e-sex  
m a r r ia g e s .

We adam an tly  oppose sam e-sex m arriages. No o th er sta te  in the  co u n try  allows same- 
sex m arriages. No coun try  in th e  world perm its n o r recognizes same-sex m arriages. 
The federal governm ent o f th e  United States defines m arriage as being a union o f only 
"one m an and  one woman."

M arriage is an  in stitu tion  th a t canno t be separated  from  a  n a tu ra l m an and  woman.
We can no  m ore redefine m arriage than  we can redefine gender.

M arriage and  the family a re  the  foundations o f o u r civilization. It is absolutely wrong 
for one unelected judge  to redefine this institu tion w ithout the  people o f  Alaska being 
involved in th is decision.

If Alaska is forced  to recognize hom osexual m arriages, thousands o f same-sex couples 
from  around  the  co u n try  will travel to  Alaska to obtain  m arriage licenses. Many will 
re tu rn  to  the ir hom e sta tes and  try  to  have their m arriages recognized there, causing 
legal conflicts across the  coun try , all because of one radical decision by an Alaskan 
judge. We feel m any, however, will choose to rem ain in Alaska, creating  social and 
econom ic problem s th ro u g h o u t the State.

The argum ents in favor o f hom osexual m arriage can also be used to invalidate o th e r 
m arriage restric tions if m en can m arry  m en and women can m arry  women. Should 
fathers be allowed to  m arry  th e ir daugh ters o r step -daughters and  m others be 
allowed to  m arry  their sons? Why can 't m en and wom en m arry  m ore than  one 
spouse? W hat m ight judges approve next if Judge Peter Michalski's decision is 
allowed to  stand?

Again, we strongly  urge passage of SJR 42, banning sarae-sex m arriages and only 
recognizing a  m arriage betw een one m an an d  one wom an.

Thank you for y o u r su p p o rt o f SJR 42. If th is resolution is n o t passed, the m oral and 
J»cial fabric o f  every village and  city in the State o f Alaska will be adversely affected.

Thom as L. Schwantes 
P. O. Box 1911 
Kodiak, Alaska

Phone: (907) 487-2754  
FAX: (907) 487-4081



u r g e n t

f a c s i m i l e

To: S e n a t o r  B e r t  S b a r p
Company:
Fax Number: +1 (907)463-2070
Business Phone:

From:
Fax Number: 
Business Phone: 
Home Phone:

Pages:
Date/Time:
Subject:

J e s s e  C lu t t s
+ ? (907)235-2296 
907 2od-8531 
907-235-2749

3
4/6/98 12:55:44 AM 
SJR 42



ear Senator,

vould .ike to  add my voice to  those that have spoken in favor o f  the bill that would clearly define m arriage as being 
tween a m an and a woman. It is a sad time for the nation when such steps become necessary. Please do not bend to the 
essures o f those who believe we should be open minded and accept these so called "alternative lifestyles." If you are 
'nsidering such action I would only ask  you where would you draw the line in your attempt 10 define what is right and 
hat is wrong. Shall we also recognize and allow polygamy, sodomy, bestiality, and incest. Please do not open the flood 
itcs that would sure.v  m ake the act o f  m arriage in Alaska a laughing matter.
ic following is a proclamation, front the leaders o f the Church o f  Jesus Christ o f  Latter-day Saints, in which I ani proud to 
; a member. I include it for your benefit in this m atter and for your daily lives.

h e  F a m ily :

I P r o c la m a t io n  t o  th e  W o r ld

te First Presidency and Council o f  the Twelve Apostles o f The Church o f Jesus Christ o f  Latter day Saints

e, the First Presidency and the Council o f  the Twelve Apostles o f 'ih e  Church o f Jesus Clirist o f  Latter-day Saints, 
lemnly proclaim that m arriage between a man and a  woman is ordained o f  God and tli&i the fam ily is central to the 
reator’s plan for the eternal destiny o f  His children.

II human beings-m ale and fem ale-are created in the image o f  God. Each is a beloved spirit son or daughter o f  heavenly 
irents, and, as such, each has a divine nature and destiny. Gender is an essential characteristic o f  individual premorlal, 
oitai, and eternal identity and purpose.

the premorlal realm, spirit sons and daughters knew and worshiped God as their Eternal Father and accepted His plan by 
Inch His children could obtain a physical body and gain earthly experience to  progress toward perfection and ultimately 
aiize his or her divine destiny as an heir o f eternal life. The divine plan o f  happiness enables family relationships to be 
irpetuated beyond the grave. Sacred ordinances and covenants available in holy temples make it possible for individuals to 
turn to the presence o f  God and for families to be united eternally.

le first commandment that God gave to Adam and Eve pertained to their potential for parenthood as husband and wife.
‘e declare that God’s commandment for Ilis  children to multiply and replenish the earth remains in force. W e further 
d a r e  that God has commanded that the sacred powers o f procreation are to be employed only between man and woman, 
wfully wedded as husband and wife.

‘e declare the means by which mortal life is created to be divinely appointed. We affirm the sanctity o f  life and o f  its 
iporiance in God’s eternal plan.

usbaad and wife have a  solemn responsibility to love and care for each other and for their children. ’ Children are an 
:ritage o f the Lord" (Psalms 127:3). Parents have a sacred duty to rear their children in love and righteous m ss, to provide 
r  their physical and spiritual needs, to  teach them  to love and serve one another, to observe the commandments o f  God 
id to  be law-abiding citizens wherever they live. Husbands and wives-m others and fathers-w ill bo held accountable 
Tore God for the discharge o f  these obligations.

te family is ordained o f  God. M arriage between m an and woman is essential to His eternal plan. Children are entitled to 
rtli within (he bonds o f matrimony, and to be reared by a father and a mother who honor marital vows with com plex 
lelity. Happiness in fam ily life is most likely to be achieved when founded upon the teachings o f f  e Lord Jesus Cunst.



iccessful marriages i id la lilies are established and maintained on principles of faith, prayer, repentance, forgiveness, 
spect, love, compassion, v> ork, and vvholescme recreational activities. By divine design, fathers arc to preside over their 
milies in iove and righteousness and are responsible to provide the necessities of life and protection for their families, 
others are primarily responsible for the nurture of their children. In these sacred responsibilities, fathers and mothers are 
digated to help one another as equal partners. Disability, death, or other circumstances may necessitate individual 
laptation. Extended families should lend support when needed.

'e warn that individuals who violate covenants of chastity, who abuse spouse or ofLpring, or who fail to fulfill family 
sponsibilities will one day stand accountable before God. Further, we want that the disintegration of the family will bring 
>on individuals, communities, and nations the calamities foretold by ancient and modem prophets.

'e call upon responsible citizens and officers of government everywhere to promote those measures designed to maintain 
id strengthen the family as the fundamental unit of society.

’is proclamation was read by President Gordon B. Hinckley as part oj his message at the General Relief Society Meeting held September 23, 
93, in Salt Lake City, Utah.



A P R  —0 4 — 9 8  1 0 : 1 0  A M  A R T  H I P P L E R  9 0 ?  3 ? 6  9 2 3 4

A rthur E. H ipp 'er, Ph.D.
PO Box 8 7 3 9 9 1  

W asilla , AK 99G 87  
9 0 7 -3 7 6 -9 2 3 4  (P hone  & Fax) 

a h ip p le r@ m fa o n lin e .n e t

April 3, 1998

Dear Senator

SJR 42, which would define marriage as legally existing only between one man 
and one woman, is creating an unusual uproar

The only reason for the uproar is that homosexual community activists have 
fabricated (his unexceptionable proposed Constitutional Amendment into some kind o f  
infringement o f  their “ rights,” though it's transparently obvious thm there is no “right” to 
pretend equivalence between the historically, culturally and morally supported union o f  a 
procreative couple and sexual relations between any other arrangement o f  persons.

The homosexual agenda, o f  which broadening the definition o f  marriage is a part, 
aims at extending the economic rights and privileges appropriate to heterosexual couples 
to same sex couples whose physical relationships arc completely unrelated to procreation 
(the principal reason for marriage) and are transparently violative o f  natural law and 
reason.

The homosexual community’s activists have elsewhere (and surely will here as 
well) pressed for the right to sexually abuse children (NA M BLA - North American Man 
Boy Love Association) and end incest prohibitions In their own private communications 
they discuss their aims fot the elimination o f  all boundaries and laws, even those 
restricting bestiality, sado-masochism and even crippling people for sexual enjoyment. 
Their end goal is the elimination o f  all controls over whatever depravity they wisli to 
commit.

We focus on homosexuality because that is. in fact, the issue. As an 
anthropologist, I am well aware that regardless o f  the dishonest fabrications o f  history 
used to justify their actions, nowhere and at no time has homosexuality been anything but 
the plaything o f  a small btnd o f  perverts. Our culture was not created by per verts. All 
that is best in our culture including the basic ideas o f  human rights derive from 
Christianity. No matter how many perverse clergymen can be found to support 
homosexuality or even practice it, there is no doubt that this practice is condemned by 
Christianity.

mailto:ahippler@mfaonline.net
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All legitim ate research continues to  show  that regardless o f  the outrageous claim 
by hom osexuals that they constitute 10% o f  the population, they are at best 1 1/2% o f  the 
population and in most com m unities fewer. Hence, this is not an issue which afTects 
people in num bers great enough to justify, even pragmatically, an adaptation to  their 
special perversions

Interestingly, hom osexuals arc aw are o f  and contem ptuous o f  their own perversity 
since their favorite private term for themselves is “queers” (at least that’s the favorite one 
1 can com m it to  print). B ut contem pt is a habit and they arc also contem ptuous o f  those 
w ho are not so  perverse, referring to  us as “breeders" - good only for providing children 
for them to  corrupt.

I f  these com m ents sound harsh, they are as nothing com pared to  what 
hom osexuals say about themselves in  camera only those who have had close contact with 
this com m unity can begin to  understand how  corrupt and perverse it is. This is surely not 
a subculture to which we should adapt our own civilization.

T here are a num ber o f  more conventional points o f  support for SJR42, ie: the 
com plem entarity o f  the sexes, the ubiquity o f  laws supporting normal m arriage, the 
slippery slope argum ent, etc. I ’m certain you’ve heard them from many people. But the 
real issue is hom osexual privilege. M ost people are afraid o f  d :rectly confronting 
hom osexuality for what it is since they fear being branded as “judgm ental.”  (Besides, not 
many people really know  how  unbelievably gross hom osexual practices are.)

Nonetheless, all laws make behavioral judgm ents and all o f  us are compelled to do 
so. I t ’s true, w c may not judge som eone’s soul. W e must, however, judge their actions. 
H om osexual actions are patently perverse (contrary to nature), dangerous (AIDS, etc.) 
and corrupting  (inverting sexual behavior supports a host o f  yervcrsc ideas)

Som e people fear being called a “hom ophobe," an oxym oron which the ever- 
gullible press has accepted as a meaningful derogation at the insistence o f  “Q ueer N a tio n ’ 
and others. Literally, hom ophobe would mean ‘Tear o f  hum ans,” or m ore narrowly, ‘Tear 
o f  man.”  H ow  weii \ that such a neologism should have been distorted into a (eon  foi 
hatred and fear o f  homosexuals.

B ut wait a m inute, isn’t it reasonable to be quite careful o r  even fearful o f  people 
w ho are the ch ief carriers o f  AIDS, the most deadly - nearly always fatal disease extant?
It is the only m ajor killing disease which could totally be eradicated by people simply 
changing their behavior. W here is the campaign to  convince children n ! to  engage in 
hom osexuality? W here’s the equivalent o f  the attacks on Joe Camel? The answer is 
obvious. Liberals have bought the line that all tr 'n g s  are relative and hom osexuals are 
simply brave sweet folks w hose minor difference in taste shouldn’t be impugned. Since 
they dom inale the media and terrorize many politicians - the result is obvious.

And so w e wind up with well meaning, but befuddled people supporting the idea 
that “m a.riage”  can be extended to  anyone under any conditions. But this would e n g i n e  
in a priveleged pos 'ion pe'dfnfe \Vho demand wc expend tin s  o f  billions o f  to efei.te
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a vaccine which will allow them tp pursue their favorite perversion without experiencing 
the punishments nature provides.

But by what distortion o f reality can wc assume that wc must alter our institutions 
in favor o f  perversion and refuse to protect our institutions against their attempt to corrupt 
them and place even more burdens on us to their benefit?

We clearly need to protect ourselves against the depredations o f homosexuals and 
to refuse to elevate their perverse behavior and desires to the special p 'Otection o f 
marriage.

Support SJR42.

Arthur E  Hippier

Yours truly,



D e a r  S e n a t o r :
I  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u ra g e  yo u  t o  s u p p o r t  S J R 4 2 . M a r r ia g e  i s  an  

i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  c a n n o t  toe s e p a r a te d  f ro m  g e n d e r .  I f  we c a n  r e d e f i n e  
m a r r ia g e  th e n  we can  r e d e f i n e  g e n d e r .  T h is  t e a r i n g  down o f  n a t u r a l  
b a r r i e r s ,  c o n c e iv a b ly ,  c o u x d  b e  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  
o t h e r  h e a l t h f u l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e p te d ,  e g . p o ly g a m y , and  
in c e s tu o u s  u n io n s .  M a r r ia g e  a n d  t h e  f a m i l y  a r e  t h e  n a t u r a l
f o u n d a t io n  o f  o u r  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  I t  i s  i n c r e d i b l e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  o n e  
ju d g e  in  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A la s k a  h a s  r e d e f i n e d  t h i s  t im e  h o n o re d  
i n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h o u t  a n y  in p u t  f r o m  t h e  p e o p le .  P a s s a g e  o f  S JR 42 w i l l  
p e r m i t  t h e  v o t e r s  t o  d e c id e  t h e  is s u e .

A la s k a  w i l l  b e  t h e  f i r s t  s t a t e  in  t h e  n a t io n  t o  p e r m i t  t h i s .  ( A 
d u b io u s  h o n o r )  T h e r e  i s  NO o t h e r  c o u n t r y  i n  th e  w o r ld  t h a t  r e c o g n iz e s  
sam e s e x  m a r r ia g e s .  We a r e  th e  L a s t  G r e a t  F r o n t i e r ,  b u t  I  t h i n k  
h o m o s e x u a l m a r r ia g e  i s  a f r o n t i e r  t h a t  i s  b e s t  l e f t  u n e x p lo r e d .

I  h o p e  you w i l l  n o t  b e  sw ayed  b y  t h e  c r i e s  o f  t h e  h o m o s e x u a l 
m i n o r i t y  who c la im  t h a t  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  b e  " m a r r ie d "  in  t h e  l e g a l  
s e n s e  o f  t h e  w o rd , d e p r iv e s  th em  o f  c o m p a s s io n  S j u s t i c e .  A c c e p ta n c e  
o f  th e s e  c la im s  w i l l  le a d  u s , n o t  t o  m e n t io n  o u r  p o s t e r i t y ,  down a 
d a n g e ro u s  p a th  o f  s o c i a l  e x p e r im e n t a t io n -  a p a th  b ound  t o  r i p  a t  t h e  
v e r y  f a b r i c  o f  o u r  n a t i o n .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  y o u r s ,  
s a i  D u c h a n in


