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ﬂEAIaSka Stae L@nglature is considering an amendment to the Alaska Constitution, titled

Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR. 42), which would prohibit state recognition ofsame-sex marriages. We
believe the proposed amendment encror ,hes on an Alaskan's right to privacy. We also believe the proposed
amendment would undermine the state constitution's guarantee ofequal rights and opportunities for all
Alaskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJR 42.
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This pelilioffwill become a part of Ihe public record. Please fax completed petitions lo (907) 585-4226. Mail originals to Committee lor Equality, PO Box 34202. Juneau. AK 99803
airbanks should save a copy and rclum to one or the following people or place: Rich Collins, Jeff Walters, Pete Pinner, Mark Schubauer, Lisa Slaylon, Nancy Kailing, Mari Galereavc, or Into Ihe Woods Bookshop
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Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit state recognition ofsame-sex marriages. Wc
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Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit state recognition ofsame-sex marriages. We Falr/>a--nfes;
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an Alaskan's right to privacy. We also believe the proposed
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Alaskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJIR 42.
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Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit state rccomntion ofsamc-scx marriages. We
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an Alaskan's rigid to privacy. We also believe the proposed

amendment would undermine the state constitution's guarantee ofequal rights and opportunities for all
Alaskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJR 42.
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T'ENaSka. Staie LGgiSlature is considering an amendment lo the Alaska Constitution, titled

Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit state recognition of same-sex marriages. We
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an Alaskan's rigid to privacy. \» also believe the proposed
amendment would undermine the state constitution's guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all

Alaskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJR 42.
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ﬂEAIaSka State LegiS|ature is considering on amendment to the Alaska Constitution, titled

Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit state recognition ofsame-sex marriages. We
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an Alaskan's right to privacy. We also believe the proposed

amendment would undermine the state constitution’s guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all
Alaskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJR 42.
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HENaSka Sta‘e LEgiSlature is considering an amendment to the Alaska Constitution, titled

Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit state recognition of same-sex marriages. Wc
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an Alaskan's right to privacy. We also believe the proposed
amendment would undermine the state constitution's guarantee ofequal rights and opportunities for all
Alaskans, We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJR 42.

FairianlIflSj
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The Alaska. State Legislature isconsidering an amendment to the Alaska Constitution, titled [-~jx(Q0f) 1ISj f\ Py

Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), which would prohibit state recognition ofsame-sex marriages. We
believe the proposed amendment encroaches on an Alaskan's right to privacy. We also believe the proposed
amendment would undermine the state constitution's guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all
Alaskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJR 42.
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The Alaska State Legislature isconsidering an amendment to the Alaska Constitution, titled
Senate Joint Resolution 42 (SJR 42), Jhich would prohibit state recognition 0fsamec-scx marriages. Wc
believe the proposed aMENAMENt encroaches on an Alaskan's right to privacy. Wc also believe the proposed

amendment would undermine the state constitution's guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for .il
Alaskans. We, the undersigned, urge all Alaska state legislators to vote against SJR 42,
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The Alaska Slate Legislature isconsidering an amendment to the Alaska Constitution, titled
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The Alaska State Tegisldlure is considering an amendment Lothe Alaskfi Constitution, tilled

Senate Jo:nt Resolution 42 (SJR 42). which would prohibit slate recognition of samc-scx ma nagcs. Wf
bclir" ™4 proposed amendment encroaches on an Alaskan's right to privacy. We also believe the proposed
amendment would undermine the state constitution's guarantee of equal rights and opportunities for all
Alaskans, We, Jhe undersigned, nrgt all Alaska state legislators to vot» agaiusf SJIR42.
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Thank you for the fair and just treatment in the course of this
legislative investigation of SJR42. | realize that this
legislature has already wasted much time and expense pushing this
issue in the wrong direction.

This issue arose a few months ago when judge Peter Michaelski
ruled that SB308 was unconstitutional and asked the state to
provide a compelling interest for the law. Now if Sen. Loren
Leman is correct that gay marriages w ill inevitably devastate our
society, than there must be hundreds of proven compelling reasons
for denying gay couples the right to marry. Just give one of
those reasons to the judge and its all over. The state w ill have
fulfilled the legal requirement for the statue to become law. |If
the state cannot come up with a valid compelling interest, then
there is no reason to mess with our constitution.

The Senate Republicans sure thought they had some good reasons
during their floor debate. Apparently they were afraid to submit
their reasons to a "constitutionality test" by the Alaskan
courts. They would rather leave the decision to the voters who

can be influenced by their homophobic rhetoric. Ironically t. is
ballot amendment w ill most likely also be declared
unconstitutional and thrown out by the courts. Marriage is a
civil right that cannot be determined by popular vote. It is a

fundamental right to family and fulfillment that must be
available to all members of our society equally. How would you
feel if your marriage was on next falls ballot?

Please let the courts complete their work on this issue and do
not allow constitutional amendments without reason. | urge you to
allow this resolution to remain in committee.



NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SOCIAL WORKERS ALASKA CHAPTER

318 4th Street, Juneau AK 99801
586-4438 Fax: 586-4439
naswak@ alaska.net

NASW Alaska Policy Statement
SJR 42

The National Association of Social Workers (NASW) strongly opposes SJR 42. This proposal to
amend the Alaska Constitution is a radical effort to restrict the privacy and freedom on one group of
Alaskans. NASW asserts that discrimination and prejudice against any group is damaging to the social,
emotional, and economic well-being of the affected group and of society as a whole. It is the position of
NASW that same-gender sexual orientation should be afforded the same respect and rights as opposite-
gender orientation. NASW recognizes that homosexuality and homosexual cultures have existed
throughout history. Homosexual people have been subject to long-standing social condemnation and
discrimination. Toward the elimination of this prejudice, NASW recommends legal and political action

to:

e work toward implementation of domestic partnership legislation at local, state, and national levels that
includes lesbian and gay people.

« encourage adoption of laws that recognize inheritance, insurance, child custody, property, and other
rights in lesbian and gay relationships.

 see election of self-identified lesbian, gay and bisexual candidates in all political jurisdictions,
as well as antidiscrimination efforts which:

e seek repeal of, and actively campaign against, any laws allowing discriminatory practices against
1( ~bian, gay and bisexual people.

e encourage broadening of affirmative action statements in state govemme-.t, social agencies,
universities, professional associations, and funding organizations to include sexual orientation.

« work toward implementation of antidiscrimination personnel policies that cover lesbhian, gay and
bisexual people within the state of Alaska.

e increase public awareness of the discrimination experienced by lesbian, gay and bisexual people and
of the contributions to society made by leshian, gay and bisexual people.



LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ALASKA
Resolution Number 98-1

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING SJR-42, WHICH PROPOSES AN AMENDMENT TO THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF ALASKA, ARTICLE |, DECLARATION OF RIGHTS,

RELATING TO MARRIAGE.

W here**, the League o fWomen Voder* o f Alaska consider* the Constitution o fthe State o f Alaska a model
document that has upheld Alaskan citizens' individual liberties and fundamental rights exceedingly well;

WHtrea*, COMtJtUtion* in a democracy exist, in part, to protect the minority from the tyranny ofthe majority;

Whereas, Article I, Section 3, Civil Rights, os'the Alaska Constitution state* "No person is to be denied the
enjoymento fany civil £ drtical right because o frace, color, cited, sex, or national origin. The legislature shall

implement this section ";

Whereas, the position ofthe League o f Women Voter* o fthe United States on Citizen Rights: Individual
Liberties is: "The LWVUS believes in the individual liberties guaranteed by the C onstitution o fthe United Stales
The League is conviiKcd that individual righu now protected by the Constitution should not be wcakeood or

abridged.";

Whereas, the League's national commitmentto diversity embraces all citizens regardless o f "gender, age,
race, ethnicity, disability and sexual orientation," and the league opposes abridging anyone's right to privacy based

on membership in any o fthese groups; and

Whereas, arecent Alaskan law that restricted marriage to "one man and one woman" has been found
uncon3titu*:"<ul by a Supcikn Court ruling under Alaska's righi to privacy law,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the League of Women Voters o f Alaska opposes any legislative or
other attempts to send to the vrten amendments to the Constitution ofthe S'tic o f Alaska that would restrict, delete,
or make exceptions to rights and liberties in plaoe in the current Alaska Ccr tiitution dated January 1, 1998.

FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED, thatthe League ofWomen Voters of Alaska support* equality of
opportunity for all citizens. League rejects amendments in the Alack* Constitution that would make *oma groups o f
Alaskan citizen* less equal than others and/or that would day whole groups o fcitizens the same rights and
responsibilities enjoyed by other citizens.

FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED, that the League ofWomen Voters o f Alaska opposes legislative attempts
tc pass SJR-42, a bill to amend the Alaska Constitution rather than uphold the Superior Court finding. T I* League
opjvaca SJR-42 and any law or ballot measure intended to undercut or overturn court decisions which maintain the
basic privacy rights o fAlaskan citizens.

PASSED on April 19, 1998, by the delegates o fthe League o fWomen Voters o fAlaska State Convention
held m Kenali, Alaska.

JI?

W ild* G. Hudson, President
League ofWomen Voters o f Alaska
ATTEST:

Card C. Dickason, Secretary pro tem
League o f Women Voters o fAlaska
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League of Women Voters of Alaska
1542 East 27th Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99508 - Phone/Fax: 272-0366

FAX TRANSMITTAL - Two pages

April 22, 1998

The tlonorable Alan Austerman
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Fax (907)465-4956

Dear Representative Austerman:
Transmined herewith is resolution No. 98-1 passed by the delegates of the League
of Women Voters of Alaska at our State Convention which was held in Kenai on

April 17.19. 1998

The League respectfully requests that the Legislature defeat SJR-42, and that you not
place this proposed amendment to the Alaska Constitution on the ballot

Sincerely yours,

Wilda G Hudson, President
League of Women Voters of Alaska
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League of Women Voters of Alaska
1542 East 27th Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99508 - Phone/Fax: 272-0366

FAX TRANSMITTAL - Two pages

April 22, 1998

The Honorable Alan Austexman
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Fax (907) 465-4956

Dear Representative Austerman:
Transmitted herewith is resolution No. 98-1 passed by the delegates of the League
of Women Voters of Alaska at our State Convention which was held in Kenai on

April 17-19. 1998

The League respectfully requests that the Legislature defeat SJR-42. and that you not
place this proposed amendment to the Alaska Constitution on the ballot

Sincerely yours,

Wilda G Hudson, President
League of Women Voters of Alaska
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Chairman Hanley and Chairman Therriault,
Thank you for allowing us this opportunity to provide this testimony on SJR 42.

My name is Richard Kemnitz and | am speaking on behalf of the Social Action Committee of the
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Fairbanks. We are opposed to this measure as it is
contradictory to the following Unitarian Universalist Association Principles and Purposes which we

covenant to affirm and promote:
The inherent worth and dignity of every person;
Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations;

Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations;

A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;

The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in
society at large;

The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all;
Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are part;

In accordance with these principles the General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist
Association passed resolutions in 1984 and again in 1996 affirming Ceremonies of Union between

members of the same sex.
We urge you to vote no on SJR 42.

Richard Kemnitz

Social Action Committee

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Fairbanks
P.O. Box 84734

Fairbanks, AK 99708

907-457-9009

rkemnitz@ polarnet.com
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DATE: 3/10/98

DATE TURNED
INTO OFFICE: 4/~/" 8
' m 1 o ]
Finance Committee considered SENATE JOINT RESOHUTION NO. f‘r%/f
© e emi VI

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of Alaska relating to marriage.

T R

and recommends: Senate Bill:
[*"J"same title
|©3 be replaced with CS _ ) [ 1 new title
House Bill:

[ ] same title
[ 1 technical title
[ 3 new: SCR*

[ ] adopt previous _ (oF _)

[ ] attached amendment(s)

[ 1 adopt Letter of Intentby Committee 1
N 1 X1
[ 1 further referral, to the Committee LR I

[ 3APPROPRIATION - no fiscal note «incluce fiscal notes accompanying Governor’s bill



FISCAL NOTE  pNo- | - "fKf-—
STATE OF ALASKA Iﬂ Version: ‘X
1998 LEGISLATIVE SESSION (S) Publish Date: 3- to
Revision Date (Note if correction) Dept. Affected Office of the Goverm r

Title Const. Amend: Relating to marriage BRU Elective_Operations
Component General and Primary

Sponsor Senate HESS Committee

Requester Senate Judiciary Committee Component Serial No. #2
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 9 FY0O FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04
Personal Services

Travel

Contractual 30

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 30 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF 30
1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type)

00 00 00

TOTAL 30 0.0 00 00 00 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY98) cost:
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:  {Attach a separate page if necessary)
.nis figures includes the cost of providing information about this issue in the Official Election Pamphlet, as

required by AS 15,58, and the programming costs for counting votes cast on the measure. However, only
four measures can be printed on a single ballot card. If this measure requires printing an additional ballot

card, the costs will increase by $56.0.

nll
Prepared by Gail Fenymj. Phone  465-3935
Division Division of Elections Date 316/98
Approved by C Lt. Governor Fran Ulmer Dale 316/98
Agency Office of the Lieutenant Governor

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office

(Rov 9/97) OQnlomxisfOMB Page 10f 1



Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol
Room 510
Juneau, Alaska S9801
(907) 465-3762

Senator Gary Wilken, Chairman
Senator Loren Lemso, Vice Chairman
Senator Lyda Green

Senator Jerry Ward

Senator Johnny Ellis .
Senate Committee on

Health, Education and Social Services
Sponsor Statement - Senate Joint Resolution 42

Senate Joint Resolution 42 proposes an amendment to the state constitution that defines marriage
as a union between one man and one woman. When approved by voters, SIR 42 will protect the
definition of marriage in current statute. That statute was declared to be potentially unconstitutional by
Superior Court Judge Peter Michalski in a Feb. 27 ruling in the case of Brause and Dugan vs. State of
Alaska. In a decision rich with ironies, Judge Michalski concluded that the state’s “failure... to provide
public recognition” of a person’s homosexual relationship is contrary to the state constitution’s right to

privacy [emphasis added]. Michalski’s ruling applies the “strict scrutiny test” to the state’s law, meaning

that the state cannot deny marriage licenses to same-sex couples unless it can prove a “compelling
governmental interest.” The compelling interest test is an exceedingly difficult legal burden.

The court’s ruling ignores the clear public policy statement made by the Legislature in 1996 when
it passed Senate Bill 308 by overwhelming margins. Introduced by the Senate HESS Committee, SB 308
reaffirmed the “one man, one woman” definition of marriage that has been operative in Alaska since
statehood and also under the territorial government. The laws of all 50 states currently limit marriage to

If the court orders the state to recognize homosexual marriages, thousands of

individuals of opposite sex.
Many of these

same-sex couples can be expected to travel to Alaska and obtain marriage licenses.
couples will then return to their home states and seek tc have their unions recognized under the “full faith

and credit clause"” of the U.S. Constitution, which generally provides that rights acquired under the public

acts or judicial proceedings of one state must be held valid in other states. This will precipitate multiple

constitutional crises across the country as dozens of state governments are forced to confront the issue.

Ifa court orders recognition of homosexual marriages, it will place Alaska in conflict with federal

law in incredibly diverse ways. In 1996 the U.S. Congress approved and President Clinton signed into

law H.R. 3396, now Public Law 104-199. Known as the “Defense of Marriage Act,” this law specifies

that marriage under federal law means a union only of one man and one woman. According to the U.S.

House Judiciary Committee, the word “marriage” appears L more than 800 sections of federal statutes
In the administration and enforcement of

and regulations, and the word “spouse"” appears 3,100 times.
regardless

these laws, the federal government defines marriage as a union of “one man and one woman” -
of what Alaska law states. The I.R.S. will probably not recognize joint tax returns filed by homosexual
“married” couples, nor wili these couples be eligible for the leave benefits provided by the Family &

Medical Leave Act of 1993. Hundreds of other prc Oroms and benefits are also implicated, and an

explosion of litigation can be expected to result.

Because recognition of same-sex marriages raises the most profound cultural and legal issues, it is
only appropriate that the issue be decided by voters, as SJR 42 will allow. It is not appropriate tor one
unelected and unaccountable judge to set social policy for the entire state of Alaska.

Prepared by Mike Pauley, Staff Aide to Senator Lor>n Leman, Vice-Chair Senate HESS Committee (465-3841)
Last Update: March 9, 1998









$4/04/90 22:10 PENMC RESIDENT ENGINEERS OFFICE » 9074652070 NO. 126 D01

April 4, 1998

Evan L. Clay, Voter ID #06984230
Marcia H. Clay, Voter ID #06984076
Camille Ciay, Voter ID #08022113
7039 Henderson Loop

Anchorage, Alaska 99507

The Honorable Senator Beit Sharp
Alaska State Senate

Alaska State Capital

Juneau, Aaska 99801

Dear Senator:

We, the undersigned, as residents and voters ofthe great state of Aaska, would like to
take this opportunity to express our feelings and views about SJR 42. We are vitally concerned
that one non-dected judge, Judge Michalski, has taken it upon himselfto redefine the institution
of marriage, ignoring the definition of more than six thousand years, the consensus of every
nation of the world, and the recent formal definition by the United States Government!

Marriage and the resultant family are the foundation ofour civilization and our nation. It
is wrong for Judge Michalski to redefine and undermine this foundation singlehandedly without
the voters of Alaska having a "say” in that decision. It is the voters who will have to reap the
whirlwind of his folly. Passage of SJR 42 will allow the voters to go to the polls and cost their
votes as to what constitutes a “legal” marriage.

Jfthe argument for recognizing and permitting homosexual “marriage” were accepted,
the same argument can easily be extended to invalidate other prohibited “marriages.” If men can
“marry” men and women can “marry” women, why can’t men “marry” their daughters or women
“marry” their sons. Polygamy and polyandry could not be proscribed. Would age limitations
barring marriage, for example. 'letween a 35 year old teacher and a 6th grade student be voided?

The extension of legal marriage to include the relationship between persons ofthe same
sex would open the door to the wholesale undermining ofthis nation’s and this civilization’s
foundation and would precipitate a fall more rapid than th?t of the Roman Empire. We strongly

urge you to vote “YES” for SJR 42.

Respectfillly,

MARCIA H. CLAY CAMILLE CLAY
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Senator A Adams

Recent developments in the SJR 42 have just reached me. This matter greatly
concerns me and should concern every upstanding citizen ofthe United States of America.
There is >l0state in our great country and 110 country in the world which allows same sex
marriage, and there is very good reason for it. Marriage and family form the very
framework of society and civilization. In a day when we complain about the moral
decline of our society, and the increasing divergence from traditional family values, how
could we condone such a measure. Marriage is and institution that can not be separated
from the natural complementarity of men and women. We can no more redefine marriage
titan we can redefine gender. Could we pass a law that there are no longer two genders?
such a law would be nonsense, because il conflicts with natural law which precedes
Alaska law.

If Alaska is forced to recognize homosexual marriage, thousands of same sex
couples will flock to Alaska to obtain marriage licenses. These couples will then return
home and try 1o have their unions recognized in their home states. This will cause legal
conflict around the country. Not only that but the arguments in favor of homosexual
marriage can also be used to invalidate other restrictions Oll marriage, for example: Ifmen
can marry men and women can marry women, then why can't men marry' their daughters,
or men marry more than one women or a women marry more than one man.

For one moment reflect on the pseamble to the Constitution, and the Pledge of
Allegiance. This country is great, we are one nation under god.

The Federal government defines marriage as the union of one man and one
woman. IfJudge Michalski's ruling is allowed to stand Alaska will be in conflict with
federal, natural and international law. It is wrong and absolutely absurd to allow one
radical unelected judge to redefine marriage and further degrade our countries stance Oll
values.

Passage of SJR 42 will allow the voters to decide the issue, as it should be. It will
give the people ofthis state a chance to say Judge Peter Michalski your overruled.

Thomas Doyle-

1415 Hampstead
Fairbanks Alaska 99701
907-455-7408
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April 4, 1998

Dear Senjator

Qur: family values will "e further undermined very much if the
marrying; of homosexuals is allowed. Let’s continue to teaoh honor,
respect and the traditional family values.

We have a hard enough time without further undermining them ty
legalizing homosexual marriage.

I SUPPORT SJR 42.

Sincerely,

4612 Pavalfff St.,
Anchorage, Alaska 99507
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April 4, 1998

Dear Senator:

i

Many of the problems facing our country are because of the
deterioration of the family. Values of our society have sunk to
a new low, and criminals use their wretched upbringing as an excuse
for their crimes.

Families who teach respect, honor and the traditional family
values have a hard enough time without further undermining them
by legalizing homosexual marriage.

I FULLY SUPPORT SJR 42.

Virginia M. Jensen
4612 Pavalof St.,
Anchorage, Alaska 99507
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5 April 199S

Dear Serator:

We have been married 25 years this coming Aprill 25U. We think marriage between aman and
women isthemostwonderful institution. However, we feel strongly thet homosexual marriageswould be a
penersion ofwhat marriage isall aout. Make sure thatyou presene the sanctity and beauty ofmarriage and
pas3a law tretwill prevent the penversion ofmarriage as ithas been inAmerican tradiion

Sincerely,

Steve and Nina Wolfe
5007 Clover Lane
Homer, Alaska 99603

wolfefamixyz .net
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FROM TOWER CO/GUARD I AN AK P. 00 1

A Division of Towor EnlerpfltM. Co.
(907) 745-2505
P.O. Box 3820 « Palmer, AK 99645 Toll Fme: (800) 770-2505

Senator Bert Sharp
R-Farrtwnks
485-2070

Dear Senator Sharp

| am writing to you today to express my support lor TRADITIONAL, HETEROSEXUAL marriages in
the state of Alaska. | am asking you to do everything humanly possible to uphold these mamages
as the ONLY recognized and legal marriage in our state. Marriage and the family are the very
foundation of our civilization. To atiow 'same sex nwriages’ in the State of Alaska would send a
powerful message to the world thsJ we, as a state, have lttte regard for this great institution of
marriage that God has established for us.

No matter how you look at it, no Christian can deny that marriage started with Adam and Eve. God
himself performed that first marriage and Identified how It should continue; between d man and a
woman. Please see that this institution is preserved as It was established in the beginning.

Craig L Saunders
PO Box 982

Palmer, Alaska 99645
(907) 745-8558

i(Perfection InProtection
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April 5, 1998

1301 Ivy Circle
Wasilla, AK 99654
(607) 373-1143

Senator Bert Sharp
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Sharp:

We are writing in support of SJR 42, the proposed constitutional amendment to
define marriage in Alaska as a union between only a man and a woman.

As tiiis resolution comes to the Senate floor, we urge you to vote in favor. This
bill supports the fundamental unit of communities, alias, and nations. Nowhere In the
United States is marriage between two people of the same sex legal. As a matter of
fact, no other country In the world allows same-?ex marriage.

We believe that marriage, by definition, is a sacred covenant between a man
and a woman. This union is superior in all aspects for the perpetuation of families and
for teaching and nurturing children by precept and example. Beycnd the traditional and
religious aspects, research has shown that both a father and a mother are vital in
teaching children proper gender Identity, self-esteem, and how to relate appropriately
with others. Marriage by those of the same sex would fail to provide these statistically
documented necessary building stones of our nation.

This is not a homophobic view or an attempt to attack the civil rights of those
with a different life-style. It is a stand for the traditional values our country was built on
and we believe in. Please give the people of Alaska a chance to vote on this vitally

important issue.

Sincerely,
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Senator Sharp,

| am in supportofbill SJR 42, We do not

need same sex marriages legalized in Alaska.
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To: Senator Bert Sharp Fax: 465-2070

From: Chester F. Sniegowski, Jr.
and Wendy A. Sniegowski
1011 25TH Avenue
Fairbanks, Alaska, 99701
(907) 456-2437

Subject:  Senate Bill SIR 42

Dear Senator:

My wife and 1 are of the opinion that marriage is between a man and a woman.
Senate Bill SJR 42 will give us and other Alaskans the opportunity to overrule
Judge Peter Michabki’s recent court decfelon to the contrary.

In considering your upcoming vote, on Senate Bill SJR 42, the following should be

noted:
No State in the countr aI ows same sex marriages

0 country I, the world allows same sex marriages
{% Nh gepél overnment o%se tesc? {ates o?Amenca defines
marriages as a monofonly one man and one woman.”

(4) Marriage is an institution that cannot be separated from the

natural complementary of men and women.
(5) It is ABSOLUTELY wrong for one judge to redefine this marriage

‘nstitution without the people of Alaska being involved in the decision.
_ (6) Same sex marriages are just plain IMMORAL and WRONG
period.

Please vote in iavor of Senate Bill SJR 42, so that the voters of Alaska will get a
chance to voice and vote their opinion.

Thank You for your consideration in this important matter.
Sincerely,

Chester and Wendy Sniegowski
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ApriJ 5, 1998

To: Alaska Senators AL Adams, Dave Donley, Jim Duncan, Johnny Ellis, Lyda
Green, Rick Halford, Lyman Hoffman, Tim Kelly, Loren Leman, Georgianna
Lincoln, Jerry Mackie, Mike Miller, Sean Parnell, Drue Pearce, Randy Phillips,
Bert Sharp, Robin Taylor, John Torgerson. Jerry Ward and Gary Wilken

We strongly support and urge the passage of SIR 42 dealing with same-sex
marriages.

We adamantly oppose same-sex marriages. No other state in the country allows same-
sex marriages. No country in the world permits nor recognizes same-sex marriages.
The federal government of the United States defines marriage as being a union of only

"one man and one woman."

Marriage is an institution that cannot be separated from a natural man and woman.
We can no more redefine marriage than we can redefine gender.

Marriage and the family are the foundations of our civilization. It is absolutely wrong
for one unelected judge to redefine this institution without the people of Alaska being

involved in this decision.

If Alaska is forced to recognize homosexual marriages, thousands of same-sex couples
from around the country will travel to Alaska to obtain marriage licenses. Many will
return to their home states and try to have their marriages recognized there, causing
legal conflicts across the country, all because of one radical decision by an Alaskan
judge. We feel many, however, will choose to remain in Alaska, creating social and
economic problems throughout the State.

The arguments in favor of homosexual marriage can also be used to invalidate other
marriage restrictions if men can marry men and women can marry women. Should
fathers be allowed to marry their daughters or step-daughters and mothers be
allowed to marry their sons? Why can't men and women marry more than one
spouse? What might judges approve next if Judge Peter Michalski's decision is

allowed to stand?

Again, we strongly urge passage of SIR 42, banning sarae-sex marriages and only
recognizing a marriage between one man and one woman.

Thank you for your support of SJR 42. If this resolution is not passed, the moral and
J»cial fabric of every village and city in the State of Alaska will be adversely affected.

Thomas L Schwantes
P. O. Box 1911 Phone: (907) 487-2754

Kodiak, Alaska FAX: (907) 487-4081
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From: Jesse Clutts
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Business Phone: 907 20d-8531
Home Phone: 907-235-2749

Pages: 3
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Subject: SJIR 42



ear Senator,

vould .ike to add my voice to those that have spoken in favor ofthe bill that would clearly define marriage as being
tween a man and a woman. It is a sad time for the nation when such steps become necessary. Please do not bend to the
essures ofthose who believe we should be open minded and accept these so called "alternatiye lifestyles." Ifyou are
'nsidering such action |1 would only ask you where would you draw the line in your attempt lUdefine what is right and
hat is wrong. Shall we also recognize and allow polygamy, sodomy, bestiality, and incest. Please do not open the flood

itcs that would sure.v make the act of marriage in Alaska a laughing matter.
ic following is a proclamation, front the leaders of the Church ofJesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, in which | ani proud to

;a member. | include it for your benefit in this matter and for your daily lives.

he Family:
IProclamation to the World

te First Presidency and Council ofthe Twelve Apostles of The Church ofJesus Christ of Latter day Saints

e, the First Presidency and the Council ofthe Twelve Apostles of'ihe Church ofJesus Clirist of Latter-day Saints,
lemnly proclaim that marriage between a man and a woman is ordained of God and tli&i the family is central to the

reator’s plan for the eternal destiny of His children.

Ilhuman beings-male and female-are created in the image of God. Each is a beloved spirit son or daughter ofheavenly
irents, and, as such, each has a divine nature and destiny. Gender is an essential characteristic of individual premorlal,

oitai, and eternal identity and purpose.

the premorlal realm, spirit sons and daughters knew and worshiped God as their Eternal Father and accepted His plan by
Inch His children could obtain a physical body and gain earthly experience to progress toward perfection and ultimately
aiize his or her divine destiny as an heir ofeternal life. The divine plan ofhappiness enables family relationships to be
irpetuated beyond the grave. Sacred ordinances and covenants available in holy temples make it possible for individuals to
turn to the presence of God and for families to be united eternally.

le first commandment that God gave to Adam and Eve pertained to their potential for parenthood as husband and wife.
‘e declare that Gods commandment for Ilis children to multiply and replenish the earth remains in force. We further
dare that God has commanded that the sacred powers of procreation are to be employed only between man and woman,
wfully wedded as husband and wife.

‘e declare the means by which mortal life is created to be divinely appointed. We affirm the sanctity of life and of its
iporiance in Gods eternal plan.

usbaad and wife have a solemn responsibility to love and care for each other and for their children. * Children are an
:ritage ofthe Lord" (Psalms 127:3). Parents have a sacred duty to rear their children in love and righteousmss, to provide
rtheir physical and spiritual needs, to teach them to love and serve one another, to observe the commandments of God

id to be law-abiding citizens wherever they live. Husbands and wives-mothers and fathers-will bo held accountable

Tore God for the discharge of these obligations.

te family is ordained of God. Marriage between man and woman is essential to His eternal plan. Children are entitled to
rtli within (he bonds of matrimony, and to be reared by a father and a mother who honor marital vows with complex
lelity. Happiness in family life is most likely to be achieved when founded upon the teachings o ff e Lord Jesus Cunst.



iccessful marriages i id la lilies are established and maintained on principles of faith, prayer, repentance, forgiveness,
spect, love, compassion, work, and vvholescme recreational activities. By divine design, fathers arc to preside over their
milies in iove and righteousness and are responsible to provide the necessities of life and protection for their families,
others are primarily responsible for the nurture oftheir children. In these sacred responsibilities, fathers and mothers are
digated to help one another as equal partners. Disability, death, or other circumstances may necessitate individual
laptation. Extended families should lend support when needed.

‘e warn that individuals who violate covenants of chastity, who abuse spouse or ofLpring, or who fail to fulfill family
sponsibilities will one day stand accountable before God. Further, we want that the disintegration of the family will bring
>on individuals, communities, and nations the calamities foretold by ancient and modem prophets.

‘e call upon responsible citizens and officers of government everywhere to promote those measures designed to maintain
id strengthen the family as the fundamental unit of society.

'is proclamation was read by President Gordon B. Hinckley as part oj his message at the General ReliefSociety Meeting held September 23,
93, in Salt Lake City, Utah,
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Arthur E. Hipp'er, Ph.D.
PO Box 873991
W asilla, AK 99G87
907-376-9234 (Phone &Fax)
ahippler@ mfaonline.net

April 3, 1998

Dear Senator

SJR 42, which would define marriage as legally existing only between one man
and one woman, is creating an unusual uproar

The only reason for the uproar is that homosexual community activists have
fabricated (his unexceptionable proposed Constitutional Amendment into some kind of
infringement of their “rights,” though it's transparently obvious thm there is no “right” to
pretend equivalence between the historically, culturally and morally supported union ofa
procreative couple and sexual relations between any other arrangement of persons.

The homosexual agenda, of which broadening the definition of marriage is a part,
aims at extending the economic rights and privileges appropriate to heterosexual couples
to same sex couples whose physical relationships arc completely unrelated to procreation
(the principal reason for marriage) and are transparently violative of natural law and

reason.

The homosexual community’s activists have elsewhere (and surely will here as
well) pressed for the right to sexually abuse children (NAMBLA - North American Man
Boy Love Association) and end incest prohibitions In their own private communications
they discuss their aims fot the elimination of all boundaries and laws, even those
restricting bestiality, sado-masochism and even crippling people for sexual enjoyment.
Their end goal is the elimination of all controls over whatever depravity they wisli to
commit.

We focus on homosexuality because that is. in fact, the issue. As an
anthropologist, | am well aware that regardless of the dishonest fabrications of history
used to justify their actions, nowhere and at no time has homosexuality been anything but
the plaything of a small btnd of perverts. Our culture was not created by perverts. All
that is best in our culture including the basic ideas of human rights derive from
Christianity. No matter how many perverse clergymen can be found to support
homosexuality or even practice it, there is no doubt that this practice is condemned by

Christianity.
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All legitimate research continues to show that regardless ofthe outrageous claim
by homosexuals that they constitute 10% of the population, they are at best 1 1/2% of the
population and in most communities fewer. Hence, this is not an issue which afTects
people in numbers great enough to justify, even pragmatically, an adaptation to their
special perversions

Interestingly, homosexuals arc aware ofand contemptuous of their own perversity
since their favorite private term for themselves is “queers” (at least that’s the favorite one
1can commit to print). But contempt is a habit and they arc also contemptuous of those
who are not so perverse, referring to us as “breeders” - good only for providing children

for them to corrupt.

If these comments sound harsh, they are as nothing compared to what
homosexuals say about themselves in camera only those who have had close contact with
this community can begin to understand how corrupt and perverse it is. This is surely not
a subculture to which we should adapt our own civilization.

There are a number of more conventional points ofsupport for SJIR42, ie: the
complementarity of the sexes, the ubiquity oflaws supporting normal marriage, the
slippery slope argument, etc. 1’m certain you’ve heard them from many people. But the
real issue is homosexual privilege. Most people are afraid of d:rectly confronting
homosexuality for what it is since they fear being branded as “judgmental.” (Besides, not
many people really know how unbelievably gross homosexual practices are.)

Nonetheless, all laws make behavioral judgments and all of us are compelled to do
so. It’s true, wc may not judge someone’s soul. We must, however, judge their actions.
Homosexual actions are patently perverse (contrary to nature), dangerous (AIDS, etc.)
and corrupting (inverting sexual behavior supports a host of yervcrsc ideas)

Some people fear being called a “homophobe,” an oxymoron which the ever-
gullible press has accepted as a meaningful derogation at the insistence of “Queer Nation’
and others. Literally, homophobe would mean ‘Tear of humans,” or more narrowly, ‘Tear
ofman.” How weii \ that such a neologism should have been distorted into a (eon foi

hatred and fear of homosexuals.

But wait a minute, isn’t it reasonable to be quite careful or even fearful of people
who are the chiefcarriers of AIDS, the most deadly - nearly always fatal disease extant?
It is the only major killing disease which could totally be eradicated by people simply
changing their behavior. Where is the campaign to convince children n ! to engage in
homosexuality? W here’s the equivalent of the attacks on Joe Camel? The answer is
obvious. Liberals have bought the line that all tr'ngs are relative and homosexuals are
simply brave sweet folks whose minor difference in taste shouldn’t be impugned. Since
they dominale the media and terrorize many politicians - the result is obvious.

And so we wind up with well meaning, but befuddled people supporting the idea
that “ma.riage” can be extended to anyone under any conditions. But this would engine
in a priveleged pos 'ion pe'dfnfe \Vho demand wc expend tins of billions of to efei.te

.03
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a vaccine which will allow them tp pursue their favorite perversion without experiencing
the punishments nature provides.

But by what distortion of reality can wc assume that wc must alter our institutions
in favor of perversion and refuse to protect our institutions against their attempt to corrupt
them and place even more burdens on us to their benefit?

We clearly need to protect ourselves against the depredations of homosexuals and
to refuse to elevate their perverse behavior and desires to the special p 'Otection of

marriage.

Support SJR42.

Arthur E Hippier

Yours truly,

.04



Dear Senator:
| strongly encourage you to support SJR42. Marriage is an

institution that cannot toe separated from gender. If we can redefine
marriage then we can redefine gender. This tearing down of natural
barriers, conceivably, couxd be the beginning of the elimination of
other healthful restrictions that we have accepted, eg. polygamy, and
Marriage and the family are the natural

incestuous unions.
It is incredible to think that one

foundation of our civilization.
the state of Alaska has redefined this time honored

judge in
Passage of SJR42 w ill

institution without any input from the people.

permit the voters to decide the issue.
Alaska w ill be the first state in the nation to permit this. (A

dubious honor) There is NO other country in the world that recognizes
same sex marriages. We are the Last Great Frontier, but | think
homosexual marriage is a frontier that is best left unexplored.

| hope you w ill not be swayed by the cries of the homosexual
minority who claim that the inability to be "married"” in the legal
deprives them of compassion S justice. Acceptance
lead us, not to mention our posterity, down a
experimentation- a path bound to rip at the

sense of the word,
of these claims w ill
dangerous path of social

very fabric of our nation.
Respectfully yours,
sai Duchanin



