ALASKA LEGISLATURE
HOUSE and SEIIATE FINANCE COMMITTEE FILES, 1997-1998



_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am aresident of Kenny Lake, part
ofihe Copper River Basin, | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need of your hjlp in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CEP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimmii g pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, piep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out oforder). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly o f sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like if is going to
go through the roofevery rime it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out o f boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge poois of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slipper]’, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they arejust as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerel)



Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
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|f you are everin aposition to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan

school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe CoEperRlverBasm_. | have heard that we as a community are seén b’K many
legislators as a controversial area, but evenso, we are inneed ofyour help ih-~
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comfortable sized Classrooms, ﬁr areas, a multi-média room, a small multi-

purpose room and working bathrooms, . y
.Our present buildings are verr old and are difficult to repetjtiously

maintain. For example; Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
Without running water (toilets, Sinks, drlnklnP fountains are out of order). During
this year's freeze, one set of bathrooms smelfed so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter, Also, this building's furmace Sounds like it is ﬁomg t0
co;o throur%;h the roofevery time it fires up. ThiS noise s commn glace to those™ |
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Dear Legislators,
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school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
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quls_la_torsasacontrover5|a| area, but even so, we are inneed otyourhelpin
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school childréu. Our school is

resently number six on thir CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Kno vels proposal.

e are not logxing for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized Classrooms, ﬁrep areas, a multi-média room, a small multi-
purpose room and working batnrooms, B .

. Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiqusl
maintain. For example; Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
Wwithout funnlng walter (toilets, Sinks, drlnklnrq fountains are out of order). Durin
this year's freeZe, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly o sewage and milde
that no one wanted to enter, Also, this building's fumace Sounds like itis ﬁomg t0
go through the roof _ever% time it fires up. This noise s common place to those™ |
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caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm Weather. Granted this is
a problem most everydne Is dealing With, but entrance ramps are hazardously
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push through funding for our school facilities.
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Ifyou arc ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, v.e are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the'CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanred to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools ofwater
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.
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Dear Legislators,
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Dear Legislators, !

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking tor swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fines up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last-and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles'. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence o f their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please dc what you can to

push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,
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Dear Legislators,

|fyou are everin a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. 1ama resident of Kenny Lake, part
of the Copper River Basin, | have heard that we as a community are seén by many
quls_la,torsasacontrover3|a| area, but even so, weare inneed ofyour helpin
odtaining a new elementary building for our public school childrén. Our school is

resently number six on the-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowcls proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized Classrooms, Rrep areas, a multi-média room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms. » ,
_.Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to re etlbous,h/

maintain. For examtple: EVery year, for af east three weeks, these build %sa,re
without running water (toilets, Sinks, dunklnP fountains are out of order). During
this year's freeze, one set of bathrooms smelfed so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter, AlSo, this building's furnacg Sounds like it is going to
gothrough the roof every time It fires up. ThiSno'sc1s common place to those”™
acupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (fopefully qmetl;@. In the fall months there's always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely had due to the poor snow’ cover. Not only was
there evidence o their éaresence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of hoxes,

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due 0 a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
aloroblem most everyone is dealing With, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem We enclure every year. _

~“We are constantly hearl\rll\? fiom Juneau that our children are one of our
State's most |mP0rtant asets. We don't have many children in our commumgy, but
th?y are|ust as mBortan}asoéher children in this state, nght now they are béing
housed in unsafe, Unstable and unsanitary conditions. PleaSe do whatyou can to

push through funding for our school facifities.
Sincerely,
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Dear Legislators, s

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
of the Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our rchool is
presently number six on the-CEP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowcls proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or lull size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings arc very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roof every time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out o f boxci

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall mid warm weather. Granted this is
aproblem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps arc hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, bu
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they axe being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to

push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,
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Dear Legislators, 46

|f you are ever iu a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | ama resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin, | have heard that we as a community arc seén by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are inneed ofyour helpin -~
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school chilarén. Qur school is
resently number six on the-CfP construction list and slotted for the second year
FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowcls, proposal,
We are not logking forswmmmg 0ols or full size gy,ms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, pr ;P areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms, - N
. .Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repeiftiqusly

maintain. For example; Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, Sinks, drlnklnrq fountains are out of order). During
this year's freeze, one set o bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter, Also, this building's furnace Sounds liKe it is going to
go throur%;h hhe ro_?f,ever%tlme itfires up TnIS noise Is common place to those™

ccupying the building, but we wonder|ust how much longer it can last and how it
will die wopefully quietly). In the fall months there's always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidenCe of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes,

Currentlg, hoth buildings have entrances blocked by huge Pools of water |
caused by poor drainage due 10 a large snowfall and warmWweather. Granted this is
a problern most everyone is dealing With, but entrance ramps are hazardously
sllppenwaproblem We ?nﬂure,eve X]ear. _

~“We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
fate's most |mPortantassets. ¢ don't have many children in our communjty, but
they arg ust as Important as other children in this State. Right now they are béing
housed in unsafe, Unstable and unsanltamtcondltlons. PleaSe do whatyou can to

push through funding for our school facilities.
Sincerely,
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Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, pan
ofthe Copper River Basin. 1have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, wc are in need o fyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on thcCIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and axe difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out o f order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out ofboxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools o f water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps arc hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
tb™y arejust as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,
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Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position io speak up for or vote on funding AJaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am aresident ofKenny Lake, part
of the Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set o f bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelve s, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one ofour
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as impoitant as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



. 7,1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are fa need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on thcCIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For ;xample: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go tlirough the roofevery time it fires up This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both building; ;nvc entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a lage snowfall and warm weather. Grcmted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one ofour
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they arejust as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



March 1998

Dear Legislators,

If you are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am aresident of Kenny Lake, part
of the Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need of your help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the*CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knovvels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings arc very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, cne set of bathrooms smelled so strongly o f sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bod due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of W3ter
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall a d warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ra>ips are hazardously
slippery, a problem wc endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one ofour
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



. March 3/,1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
of the Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the*CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a rnulti-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Etfery year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roof every time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of bores.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and waim weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,

(7/-tF6>0 /m46'3
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_ March 3 , 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
of the Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the’CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowcls proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State7? most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sino



March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou arc ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/niaintenance, please do so. | am aresident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need of your help in
obtaining a new elementr iy building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on therCTP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
W are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We arc constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



. March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. |am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need of your help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roof every time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are j ust as important as other children in this state. Righi now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



. March AO, 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a residem of Kenny Lake, part
of the Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on therCIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor ICnowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and worb'ng batlirooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have enti. tees blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau jiat our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to

push through funding for our sch )ol facilities.

Sincerely,
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2002 Museum Expansion Campaighn

A Case for Support of the $500,000 State Funding Request

Facts:

When the University of Alaska Museum opened in 1980, it was expected to be the first
phase of a larger structure. At the time, the hope was that the Museum would receive
additional funding from the Alaska State Legislature to add Phase Il. But the
Legislature moved on to other priorities and the Museum remained its original size.

Now we have simply <«un out of room. Our Alaskan fine art collection, more than 3,000
pieces in all, is in storage in the basement. Our visitors are elbow-to-elbow. Perhaps
most importantly, our research scientists have run out of room to study and house the
Museum’s valuable collections of specimens and artifacts.

More than 60 volunteers have joined together to raise $20 million in the 2002 Museum
Expansion Campaign. These funds will allow us to add 26,500 square feet to our

current 40,000 square feet so we can:

Display our art collection in the 10,000 square foot Rose Berry Art Gallery
« Enlarge our collections space for the treasures we preserve and protect

« Expand our laboratory space and equip it with state-of-the-art technology to
enhance our research capabilities

« Create a multipurpose classroom where schoolchildren and learners of all ages can
explore the hands-on collections and participate in programs taught by volunteer

docents

* Build ar 150-seat auditorium which will allow us to present our programs in a
comfortable and accessible environment

« Add a cafe and expand our Museum Store to better serve our visitors

« Connect, via the latest technology, with schools throughout Alaska and the world to
expand our educational programs beyond the Museum's walls

PO BOX 756900 507 YLKON CRVE N7 <[71-3D % BVAIL:
FARBANKS AK 997756560 * UNVERIIIY CF ALASKA FAIRBANKS * FAX 90747415160 FFAJ@ovicfo aloixo.eclu
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UA Museum Expansion Campaign

A Few Compelling Reasons for State Support

We've raised $6.5 million already from private sources. We must have a show of
state support to continue raising private and foundation funds.

More than 60 volunteers from Fairbanks, Anchorage, Juneau, and Seattle are
committed to this project and are helping us raise funds.

Senators Stevens and Murkowski, along with Congressman Young are honorary co-
chairs for the campaign. Both senators are actively pursuing gifts and have been
instrumental in getting private gifts from Boeing, Federal Express, and anonymous

donors.

Senator Stevens has announced publicly that he will find federal funding for the
Museum. He is pursuing a $5 million appropriation. He has told us that it is very
important for him to be able to show his colleagues that the state of Alaska is also

behind this project.

The Puget Sound Committee is committed to raising $5 million from corporations
outside of Alaska. $2 million has already been raised from out-of-state.

We are asking the state to be a partner in protecting and promoting Alaska's
heritage.

Currently, only 5 percent of the Museum's collections are on public display. We
have more than 3,000 wonderful works of contemporary and historical Alaskan art in
our fine arts collection. Our current exhibition space can accommodate barely 100

of them.

Over the past 5 Vzyears, nearly 35,000 students have benefited from the Docent
and Teacher led tours at the UA Museum.

The UA Museum is the repository in Alaska for Native artifacts and paleontological
specimens collected on state and federal lands. It is important and appropriate that
the UA Museum receive assistance for housing our state's precious artifacts,

The UA Museum does more than store arid exhibit treasures. We are the only
research museum in the state of Alaska, with collections in: archaeology, earth
sciences, botany, ornithology, mammalogy, ethnology, and the marine sciences.

The UA Museum holds over one million specimens and artifacts that represent
millions of years of Alaska's natural and cultural history. These collections are like a
library. Each specimen or artifact is a rare book that tells a story about disease,
global climate change, the history of our Native people, historical use of our land.
These "books" cannot be reprinted or replaced. They are one of a kind.

(continued on other side)



Scientists analyze the collections we have in order to investigate questions of
critical importance to the state. For example, our curators provide much information
useful to the state's oil industry. Geological specimens from around the state offer
insight into potential areas for oil exploration.

We maintain collections from oil companies, federal and state surveys, and federal
and state land managers that comprise a database that is actively used by oil
company exploration consultants. Much of this information is not available from any

other source.

Biological surveys provide information on the species and numbers of plants and
animals in potential areas for oil exploration. This is important because to know
what impact exploration might have, you must first know what is there. We provide

that information.

Our Ethnology and Archeology departments provide information on native cultures
in the region and provide a baseline for understanding past human use of the land.
We tend to think of Alaska as untouched, unspoiled wilderness, but research proves
that humans have used the land and altered the landscape for millennia.

The UA Museum is actively involved in the training of graduate students who go on
to become members of the oil industry research staff and members of permitting

agencies within the state.

Don Schell, Director of UAF's Institute of Marine Science, uses our bird collection to
study the oceanic food chain. This study will affect the future of fisheries

management in Alaska.

Alaska Department of Fish and Game personnel obtain birds and give them to the
UA Museum to add to their collection. Using that collection, the ADF&G found a new
sub-species of Spruce Grouse. This discovery affected game management policy in
Alaska. There is a similar study going on now with Rock Ptarmigan which could

have further implications on Alaskan game management.

The National Park Service was doing a study about the diet of prehistoric Natives.
Their own researchers brought 10 boxes of bones into the UA Museum, laid them
out on tables and compared them with bones from our Mammalogy collection to

determine what these ancient peoples ate.

The UA Museum Mammalogy Department receives a grant of $30,000 per year (for
six years) from the Minerals Management Service to collect and provide information
from which environmental impact statements are made. These environmental impact
statements are the basis for the granting of offshore oil leases for oil development in

Alaska.
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Betsx A. James

GRairbanks St A-3
airbanks, Alaska 99709

%907) 474-2000 .
ctsv-lanrcs@Iino.com

Dear Legislators:
Imvc rncloscd copies of (wo letters that | received today from Dr. P.uJ Reichardl and Director ofTanana

Vnllcy Campus, Ruth Lister. Both arc responses to letters I wrote DAF administration asking them to
retain'my developmental mathematics professor Greg Owens. Please add this to die letter I have already

F\% (IEBTHHIG-'H) one COK Treftee

CoMlrVitte* - -fete budget.


mailto:bctsv-ianrcs@iiino.com
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Tanana Valley Campus
College of Rural Alaska
510 2nd Avenue, Fairbanks. Alaska 99701 (907)474-7400 FAX474-1164

April 27, 190S

Dctsy A. James

056 Fairbanks Street f/A*3
Fairbanks AK 99709

Dear Betsy

Thank yon for your letter of April 19,1998 signed by a number of students. It is encouraging to
know that the instructors wo hire for our programs are effective and it is very apparent that Greg
Owens is well respected by his students.

| agree with you that excellent instructors should not be let go. However, although we rccognizo
Greg Owens as an effective Instructor, and would like to retain him, we arc not able to hire him
due to the funding situation.

Sincerely

Ruth Lister, Director

RLrnict

Cc Ralph Gabrielli, Executive Dean, CRA
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LMInSITY A mkANRIING
College of Science. Engineering and Mathematics

27 April 1998

Ms. Bets-y A. James
656 Fairbanks Street A-3
Fairbanks, AK 99709

Dear Ms. James:

Thank you for your letter of April 19 in support of Greg Owens. | certainly
share with you and the other students who signed the letter a high opinion of
Greg and his work. | will continue to do what | can to help find funding for
Greg to continue teaching for UAF, but | can't make any guarantees.

I hope that a brief explanation of Greg's employment situation at UAF will
help you understand our dilemma. Until the 1997/98 academic year, Greg
had been funded by a federal grant, one which we lost as the result of a
renewal competition in 1996 or 1997. i discovered what had happened in
mid-summer of 1997. Although the College of Science, Engineering and
Mathenv tics (and the Department of Mathematical Sciences) had never been
responsible for developmental math courses, | expressed my concern about
the possibility that we would lose Grog. | felt strongly enough about the
situation and was optimistic enough that somewhere within UAF we would
find funding for him, that | authorized a CSEM contract for him for FY98,
although I had no funds to cover the salary and benefits. Ultimately we did
receive Ihc necessary funds as a one-lime addition lo our budget, I-lowevcr,
neither my efforts nor Greg's to find continuation funding have come to
fruition. With the additional cuts to faculty as a result of this year's
Retirement Incentive Program, we have had to rather dramatically reduce the
number of sections of Math to be offered next year. We simply cannot afford
to now add sections of Developmental Math, for which wc have had no
traditional responsibility. Thus, | have not been willing to again "take a
chance" on funding for Greg; it would be fiscally irresponsible for me to do so.
We do have a need for part-time instructors for 100-level Math courses next
year, and Greg knows we would be delighted if he would apply.

I will continue to search for funding for Greg, and | will ask the Director of
ddo likewise. UAF needs him.

Paul B. Reichnrdt, Dean '
College of Science, Engineering and Mathematics

CC: R. Lister

P.0. FIoK 755940 =Faiitterks. Alaska 997755040 = (Q07) 474-794.J = Fax @07) 474-GIOI



JUDY WARWICK
3200 Riverview Drive
Fairbanks, AK 99809

474-9148

Senate Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol Building
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Members of the Senate Finance Committee;

The University of Alaska has served most Alaskans in one way or another
beyond it's primary function of providing further education through degree
programs or individual classes to improve knowledge and skills. The University
has offered us world renowned research which brings talent and revenue to our
state, it provides recreational and artistic opportunities, resources for
businesses, but perhaps the most endearing is the sense of pride it has
generated through several decades for Alaskans.

Alaska, more than any of the lower 48 states, should have a university system of
excellence. We have revenues from oil exploration and production, we have the
barrier of distance our population must travel to attend other universities. We
have a young population which relies on us to provide them with the basis for
competing on a global basis and we have vast distances between communities
and unique requirements to meet the needs of our culturally diverse population.

Several years ago our University could claim excellence, however, as the years
pass our University is becoming a sad icon of years gone by. We must stem the
tide of the destruction of this valuable resource.

We must start reinvesting into our University, perhaps our greatest resource for
preser* and future generations.

I acknowledge the charge before you is not an easy one. | respectfully request
you support our University by fully funding it in the amount of $3.6 millio' .

Sincerely,

Judy Warwick
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Testimony Transcript for the Senate Finance Committee Public Hearing. April 23.
1998

Tam representing the University of Alaska Fairbanks Alumni of which 65% live
and work in Alaska. The Alumni are committed to their alma mater and arc very
concerned about the future of their University.

The present budget proposal of flat funding or 0% growth proposed by the House
:md the Senate cap proposal of a $1 million reduction will result in the continued
decline in the quality of higher education in the only university system in Alaska.

The alumni feel the Regents budget request of $171 million will provide the funds
necessary to repair the damage caused by a decade of flat funding'vhich actually
due to inflation resulted in a 33% decrease in real dollars. Today it is obvious that
the Regents budget is not attainable but it will be disastrous to the State if funding
for the university is reduced.

Today, top administrators, quality faculty and the best and the brightest students
are leaving the university. This is effecting the University of Alaska in many
ways from lower applications to increased class size.

The Alumni are keenly aware that past management and fiscal practices were
lacking at times. They are working closely with the administration and the
Board of Regents to improve university management, and identify cost
savings. Some ofthese changes have already been effected with positive
result. However many of these changes will not show results overnight and the
cost of education continues to rise. Our concern is a budget with zero growth
will further the decline even with improved managerial practices because it
takes time.

The immediate impact of this budget proposal will cause serious consequences
for the university, Over the past years of flat funding the university has
absorbed the declining revenues in areas other than student instruction and
academic programs. This year will be different, the limit has been reached and
academic programs will now begin to suffer.

At best with this hudget proposal less than half of the 24 faculty positions
open due to this years Retirement Incentive Program will be filled. The
impact will be increased class size, decreased course availability, potential for
school accreditation loss, and reduced enrollment and program elimination.

As many as seven degree producing programs are injeopardy of being
eliminated. There will be an increase in adjunct or oartime faculty, wiJch will
affect the availability of faculty to students for out « f class instruction and
counsel. The library will be less able to update, rept nish books and provide
current research material? to the students and the community.
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Testimony Transcript for the Senate Finapce Committee Public Hearing. April 23.
1998

| am representing the University of Alaska Fairbanks Alumni of which 65% live
and work in Alaska. The Alumni are committed to their alma mater and arc very
concerned about the future of their University.

The present budget proposal of flat funding or 0% growth proposed by the House
and the Senate cap proposal ofa $1 million reduction will result in the continued
decline in the quality of higher education in the only university system in Alaska.

The alumni feel the Regents budget request of $171 million will provide the funds
necessary to repair tne damage caused by a dccadc of flat funding which actually

due to inflation resulted in a 33% decrease in real dollars. Today it is obvious that
the Regents budget is not attainable but it will be disastrous to the State if funding

for the university is reduced.

Today, top administrators, quality faculty and the best and the brightest students
are leaving the university. This is effecting the University of Alaska in many
ways from lower applications to increased class size.

The Alumni are keenly aware that past management and fiscal practices were
lacking at times. They are working closely with the administration and the
Board of Regents to improve university management, and identify cost
savings. Some of these changes have already been effected with positive
result. However many of these changes will not show results overnight and the
cost of education continues to rise. Our concern is a budget with zero growth
will .further the decline even with improved managerial practices because it

takes time.

The immediate impact of this budget proposal will cause serious consequences
for the university, Over the past years of flat funding the university has
absorbed the declining revenues in areas other than student instruction and
academic programs. This year will be different, the limit has been reached and
academic programs will now begin to suffer.

At best with this budget proposal less than half of the 24 faculty positions
open due to this years Retirement Incentive Program will be filled. The
impact will be increased class size, decreased course availability, potential for
school accreditation loss, and reduced enrollment and program elimination.

As many as seven degree producing programs arc in jeopardy of being
eliminated. There will be an increase in adjunct or partime faculty, which will
affect the availability of faculty to students for out of class instruction and
counsel. The library will be less able to update, replenish books and provide
current research materials to the students and the community.
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Technology and scientific equipment upgrade will decrease impacting on
the quality of instruction that is preparing our students to be successful in
a technological world. Research funding will be effected by less research
dollars from the university system hut more importantly the potential for a
decrease in federal and international research funding is becoming
apparent as grant providing agencies become concerned about the quality
and future of the university where they are investing.

It is time now to look to the future. What is the State of Alaska’s vision for the
availability of higher education for Alaskans? Ifwc continue on the road of
flat funding as wc have for the past decade the University of Alaska will cease
to exist as a center of higher learning. Our university students will leave
Alaska for the education they desire and deserve and the state will suffer the
loss of these future members of the work force, as most do not and will not
return to live and work in Alaska. The university is an economic engine for
Alaska, it must be provided the fuel to continue providing quality education
and to guarantee the future of Alaska.

The Alumni are discussing alternative funding possibilities to stop this never-
ending story of decreasing university funding each year, We have identified a
number of ways for Alaska to help pay for the university and other programs
and are willing to work with the Legislature in developing some of theses
alternatives. They include, using some of the Earnings Reserve Account, after
PFDs and inflation proofing, capping the PFD, Land endowments, and even
sales and wage taxes. It is time for Alaska to look to the future and start
participating in supporting the university and other services funding.

The Alumni of the University of Alaska ask that you look to the future, keep
the importance of a strong University system in mind and allocate the funds
necessary for the university to prepare Alaskans to lead Alaska into the next
century.

Executive Director
-University of Alaska Fairbanks Alumni Association
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Mary Ann Borchert
1758 Chena Ridcte Road. Fairbanks. AK 99709
Q) 479-2087 Fax (907)457-3300
meborche(Galnska. et

April 28. 1998

Senator Bert Sharp
Senator Drue Pearce
Senate finance Committee
Interior Delegation”

Please support the UA Museum capital funding request in the amount of $500,000. Museum
slafland volunteers have already raised a good porhon ol'lhe needed $20 million to expand Ihe
existing museum. New space is needed lo display the extensive art collection, new storage space
is needed for art and scientific collections, a classroom and audiloritim will he built, and a cale
and additional Museum Store space will help inraisins a larger percentage ofoperating costs on

site.

Ihone you wiff consider (his SAOO 000 far Ihe I A Museum to lie a Inn nrinrity in Vnin; capital
budge! planning process. Th,jm Museum isone of the best tourist attractions in the state, and
it is an internationally known research facility which, is used and consulted for an ever increasing
number of scientific and cultural research problems in northern latitudes.

Museums are a popular wav-for everyone to learn about the world around us. It is important for
mo generai pubiic JDhave access io tiie inibrniaiion available about Aiaska. iis peopie and liieir
cuitiires. its naiurai resources, and its history. (Museums translate what may often he complicated
and difficult concepts into intormation which is visually attractive and therefore easy to
understand. We hope you will supportthis request for funding the additional space needed at the

UA Museum.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Mar, Ann iiorcher!
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tCilol aiad 87 Wi DRtgy nf Adnf in.

thn nnn-nirhth share of
oil that Alaska owns from fields
developed on state land, as op
posed to taxes levied uu piv
fieT vh M SRR ek AT
nil mvnod by tho oil companies.

For thi3 fiscal year, invest-
ment oominga are expected to
make up 42 pctCcutoi tula" atetc

V.'hilu n’t iavas and rov-
nitics will constitute 95 percent,
Revenue Commissioner Wilson
L'ondon anpounced.

NIUVE OF Fiu- ARV D0V
ii;g« 3rg produced by tho. Alaska
Permanent Fund, which is “prac-
tically offlim its to politicians,” in
tho words of the Associated Press

io

p?ha S d political judgment,
not one based on otnto law. Moat
of the curningH are available lor
appropriation by.ilm Lcgiamturs

» ami

Those distinctions are impor-
tant in tho debate in Alaska
today abou el the staio can

umlemulé Ll
an|ttu[|th]|| |antutn finances.

A recent questionnaire mailed
hy Sen. Miko Miller and Kep,
Gena Therrinuii renutns the aa-
acrt-io:: that Lawmakers w-mt to
“close the fiscal gap that exists
between our annual incomo nnd
our expenses.’

‘Alicp BYOOY*yuiruidy C" XW@«
and Thorriftuli refers to n "uro-
iccted deficit" of $600 million in
the next fiscal yonr.

Any onoiyaiu of sinte unfu<=>
nmttciM v,"‘uld Ftiyoni thf*t there
is no "projected deficit" in state
finances.

Galling the current surplus in

AR ROMAEI0 ™ Gyt
turn it into one any more sothan
calling n square a circle will
change the rules of geometry.

J
bV Mxq pnjet COUphj C*fvrnrft |t)— |
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_With cash flowing for n
new Anchorage prison and an ex-
pansion ofthe Anchorage airport
she questioned why the ur.iver
ol im knJd__ho ftti<rlin/T frnzen
far jiili.rndo.

"Wo are the richest state in
the pation twe ronk,S tnout
Dﬁﬁ%a‘tutca %I tGAIIlU K}i\
for higher ndncnh'nn.” bliu Ga|d
“Why is that? I

The _cuiTont funding Ievel f
0DOUt r”‘lo!nntuuu A e
oaly ﬁ,v)abm,ao 10ft4, W Viilo tho
funding has remained stable, atu-
dent tuition and fees have in-
creased 60 percent to try to make
up foriniluiivu.

WAIMCT B“iifx)*ht £i ToUred nl\i*
loncnhv nrofcssor. tenned the ef-
fect'a'“Chinese torture exercise
ofdeath by a thousand cuts.'

W Wﬂyi iy 74/MA8( - éﬁﬁéf

/lttnuH niAiifJl w llich hlivC.
the only such degree programs in
the state, will bo down to one fac-
ulty member nextyear because of
wdutcd  fufd P pfs ToVino it
warned that many other pro-
rrams are rapidly shrinking; only
about. 15 percent of 63 retiring
lacuity members will be replnveil
Hu-\t/cat.

Wn Ka'd legislators and mana-
gcra aro storting to view the uni-
versity system as a "factory

dei" jnsieau qf ojiirioUfuGo;;
ofOIcornln and Should not- expect,
it tobeamonev-makingventure.,

Tom Moyer, an aido to Gov.
Tony Knowles, told the crowd ins
QUVCIHUI. firTiua e tmiimr.
ml« iuclpiggling and will nppoto
any cols. Tic did not specifically
say how Knowles plans to hoip
the universiiy, wiuiii loft .uCiiuG
students uheuting "'WhMtR the
governor |oing to do?" as Moyer
walked offthe podium.

Sen. tIcrtSharp |vFa|rbonk
ad . DCAD kAR, 1
North Pole, wbn ro-rhnir their ro*
bpoctive finance committees,
werenotavailable to commenton

t egiglature’s fumltu np-
«(MAAJ g&‘\ﬂla mmarinty ¢ m

g

State lawmakers WI” likeb’
hear more‘from frustrated stu-
dents. Sumiar raiiies are being
jildEmol A Xew onri

JuTicnn camouses next week.
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opedn up

uuiy o, 1337

1 arriveu wuacn. in luwu tiuei a
mcr.the'leave tc find big chuugsc going on
at, tho 1. Under tlio Retirement Incentive

Program, over 80 employees are gone,
many ot them. senior lacuit who are not
Ug 10pUUOY, 1U1 ILUHID, itu M 2.
three philneuphy iirAfiRonvfl on commix
have retired and apparently the major in
that area isbeing scrapped.

On top ofthis, | read that President Ko-
misar plans to eliminate the localchancel-
lor's office amirun ihe Faubm'iko Civmpus
out of his statewide iiJmiuiytr*Gr\n T
v'oi-iy that this may moan that UAF will
be run by on administrative assistant with
titgle, clput, while Arzlcnorago and Juneaé
1t et inbiclAiibit;ai® d<ALq&//Ao tm
—d m iDiztTHtions

of o vormi'r« «— 20 I
of SOUO V.Gr academic arAna tn the Ancho-
rage campus, |If this goes through, stu-
dents coming out of local high echools may
no longer havo the optign of taklng busi-
HQd vi u hothgias #a ¥ twtmu Wi
whore Ohlymath cir|nnrn and finirineering
are to be stressed. Those interested in the
arts and humanities, in education or
healch science wouia ‘nave_io gu eiscw-

Bl Ja MOy o4 OV OF SIS

Thia 3lli/li Ui piugtama WULU liarc «i
impact cn ths ¢ o m wnd3w/li ~ A-
now seoms possible, the Music Depart-
ment goes the Way of Philosophy, Fair-

banks, could lose its sym ny orchestra
oMU S g nﬁ/d pl@'u)ljlj win
which receive rn?jorenjrort frATIL" u»
mur.c faculty. Visiting writers, artists and
inusicions brouglit by the university cun-
xribuce a ioc to Fairbanks and these pn>

gramw iitm aiu Puvn y flro p—
ufoll’\d.

Under serious financial pressure, the
administration has to ruRpond to tho Le-
gislature’s mandate for cuts. Still, the
people of Fairbanks should have some say
in this. Shipping koy programs to Ancho-
rage will inevitably change tho nature or
UAF, making it more hke a tecnnicoi coi-
lego and ieas a weii-rounded universiiy. If
such changes arenotio your liking, I hope
you'ii speuk up now.

Gl ucith,
O rcan
WS U ARikiSa ke
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Shish . NV Campus TEL+1-907-649-2201 Apr 23,98  18-'48 No.002 P.01

P.O. Box 72066
Shishmarcf, Alaska >9777?
April 2.A 1.998

I.Ogislatme

State t'apitol
Juiic/iu, Alaska

Dear J.egislators:

lam a sludcnt of flic University of Alaska. Northwest Campus based in Nome i«
the campus lattend. lwrite this lotto to ask lor your support ofthe University budget. As
you know, we have been dealing with budget cuts (especially in Icims of real dollars) lor
some lime now. Al this point, (he only action lhc university can take lo spend less is to out

classes.

As a student, this is vciy discouraging (and even scary.) To keep our students in
the state, we must have the classes available lo finish our degrees in a reasonable amount ol
time. This will be done when you support the budget die university proposes.

Thank you for taking the lime to read this. | know you are all very busy this time
of (lie year. Your support means vciy much to me, so again, thanks.

Sincerely,

Mary 1.. Stasenko

. ) .MSiiAlmemo7671 [7o(p.g«*_/--—--
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To: Legsslatine Infomatian Office
RE: Uhivarsity of AlaskaFunding
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apaissraeEiead rfa .
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)] A&aammmmWEMWll benore difficittodotainbecase ttare
willl ke kesspegplle ansiering reg ests inwritarg, on ttedore, and inparsm.. The pbllic
will heve tovartmuch lagartodotain treassistane ttey read.
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The buoet attirgmust stopor tre univarsiity sswe arcaocoustored to itwilll rotedastary loga. The
UhivarsityofAlada isare ot tremost inportantresouraswe hae.

PLEASE STOP DESTROYING THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA!
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Chukchi Campus

U niversity of A laska F airbanks

P.0. Box 297 «KOKShit, Alaska 997U « (30T) UM400

April 21,1998

To whom it may concern;

Enclosed is copy 0fa "Petition In Support 0f Chukchi Campus," addressed to
the governor, members of the Alaska House of Representatives, the Alaska
State Senate; the University of Alaska Board of Regents, UA President Jerome
Komlsar, UAP Chancellor Joan Wadlow, Executive Dean Ralph Gabrieli! of
UAFs College of Rural Alaska, and Lynn Johnson, director of Chukch*

Campus In Kotzebue.

The hundreds of local signatures in this petition, we believe, signifies the
high regard dial the people of the NANA region in Northwest Alaska hold
for the weal branch campus of the University of Alaska Fairbanks. Hundreds
0f local students have taken advantage of Chukchi'* course and program
offerings over the year, subsequently finding success in their personal and
working lives. Chukchi graduates are working throughout this region and
around Alaska. Over the years, the local community has come out in strong
support of Chukchi. This petition drive is merely the latest example. Gutting
higher education in this region is not wise and ot-its the state more in the

long run.

Despite Chukchi'* strong local support, however, the campus has not fared
well in. recent years, suffering severe cuts in gross disproportion to other
subdivisions of the university system. For example, ju6t since 1994, ChuJcchl
has loet nearly half of its operating budget and may lose a total of 56 percent of
its budget if local cuts stand this year. We beUeve this is both unfair and
unnecessary. On behalf of the Chukchi Community Council and the people
of Northwest Alaska, | urge you to support ChukcW's vital mission in this

region with adequate funding.

Thank you.

Sincerely vours.

Pete Schaeffer

Chukchi Community Council

Enclosures

v ht/ A



PETITION

I'N SUPPORT OF CHUKCHI CAMPUS

Governor Tony Knowles

Senator Al Adams

Representative Reggie Joule

Members, Alaska Stale Senate

Members. Alaska State House of Representatives

Board of Regents, University of Alaska

Jerome Komisar. President, University of Alaska

Joan Wadlow, Chancellor, University of Alaska Fairbanks
Ralph Gabrielli, Executive Dean, College of Rural Alaska
Lynn Johnson. Director, Chukchi Campus, Kotzebue

STATEMENT:

Postsccondary education is both vital and essential for a healthy, productive,
economically sound society in every region of Alaska. Oyer the past 10 years,
Chukchi Campus, a Kotzebue branch of the University of Alaska Fairbanks, has
endured massive budget cuts in much greater disproportion to the rest of the
statewide university system's subdivisions. Further reduction of Chukchi’'s
already modest budget, or elimination entirely of local access to post-
secondary education in the NANA region, threatens the economic and personal

welfare of every resident.

Chukchi's educational services supply residents with continuing education
and training opportunities so they can participate fully in the economic and
social development of Alaska. A locai, adequate, professional, university-level
instructional presence roust continue in this region, supported adequately by
clerical and administrative staff and a well-operated physical plant, if
Alaskans believe that every resident, regardless of location, deserves the
opportunity to become a viable contributor to our economy and the general
welfare through the benefits of postsecondary education.

P etition in Support of C hukchi Campus:

. We, the undersigned, support and defend Chukchi Campus of the Universiiy of
Alaska Fairbanks, including its faculty and staff. Chukchi has endured budget
cuts to a far greater proportion than most other extended campuses or
university subdivisions in Alaska. Therefore, we demand that no further cuts
in funding or staffing be made. We further charge the State of Alaska show
complete support for all its citizens equally by fully supporting Chukchi
Campus iu its delivery of vital education and training to residentsof the NANA
region by expanding and strengthening its programs.



retition in Support of Chukchi Campus;
We, the undersigned, support ind defend Chukchi Campus of ihe Universiiy of
Alaska Fairbanks, including its faculty and staff. Chukchi has endured budget
cuts to a far greater proportion thin most other extended campuses or
university subdivisions in Alaska. Therefore, we demand that no further cuts
In funding or staffing be msde. We further charge the State of Alaska show

complete support for all its citizens equally by fully supporting Chukchi
'is delivery of vital education andtraining to residents of the NANA

Campus in

region by expanding and strengthening its programs.
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Petition in Support of C hukchi Campus;
We. the undersigned, support and defend Chukchi Campus of the University of
Alaska Fairbanks, including its faculty and staff. = Chukchi has endured budget
cuts to a far greater proportion than most other extended campuses or
university subdivisions in Alaska.  Therefore, we demand that no further cuts
in funding or staffing be made. We further charge the Slate of Alaska show
complete support for all its citizens equally by fully supporting Chukchi
Campus in Its delivery of vital education and (raining to residents of the NANA
region by expanding and strengthening its program .

Name (Printed) Signature Address/phone
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Petition in Support of Chukchi Campus:

We, ihc undersigned, support and defend Chukchi Campus of the University of
Alaska Fairbanks, including lu faculty and staff. = Chukchi has endured budget
cuts to a far greater proportion than most other extended campuses or
university subdivisions in Alaska. Therefore, we demand that no further cuts
in funding or staffing be made. We funher charge the State of Ai>;ka show
complete support for all its citizens equally by fully supporting Chukchi
Campus in iu delivery of vital education and training to residents of the NANA
region by expanding and strengthening its program*.

Name (Printed) Signature Address/phone
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P etition in Support of C hukchi Campus;
We, the undersigned, support md defend Chukchi Campus of the University of
Alaska Fairbanks, including its faculty sad staff. Chukchi has rndured budget
cuts to a far greater proportion than mon other eiicndcd campuses or
university subdivisions in Alaska. Therefore, we demand that no further cuts
in funding or staffing be made. We further charge the State of Alaska show
complete support for all its ciiiicns equally by fully supporting Chukchi
Campus in its delivery of vital education and training to residents of the NANA
region by expanding and strengthening its programs.

Name (Printed) Signature Address/phone
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P etition in Support of C hukchi Campus:

Wec, ihc undersigned, support md defend Chukchi Campus of the University of
Alaska Fairbanks, including its faculty and siaff. Chukchi has endured budget
cuts to a far greater proportion than most other extended campuses or
universiiy subdivisions in Alaska. Therefore, we demand that no further cuts
in funding or staffing be made. We further charge the State of Alaska show
complete support for all its citizens equally by fully supporting Chukchi
Campus in its delivery of vital educition and training to residents of the NANA

region by expanding and strengthening its programs.

Name (Printed) Signature Address/phone
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Petition in Support of Chukchi Campus:
We, the undesigned, support and defend Chukchi Campus of the University of
Alaska Fairbanks, including its faculty and staff. Chukchi has endured budget
cuts to a far greater proportion than most other extended campuses or
university subdivisions in Alaski. Therefore, we demand that no further cuts
in funding or staffing be made. We further charge the State of Alaska show

i complete support for all its citizens equally by fully supporting Chukchi
[: Campus in its delivery of vital education and training to residents of the NANA
4 region by expanding and strengthening its programs.
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Name (Printed) Signature Address/phone
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Petition in Support of C hukchi Campus:
We. the undersign’, d. support «nd defend Chukchi Campus of the University of
Alaska Fairbanks, including its faculty and staff. Chukchi has endured budget
cuts to ¢ far greater proportion than most other extended campuses or
university subdivisions in Alaska. Therefore, we demand that no further cuts
in funding or staffing be made. Wc further charge the Stale of Alaska show
complete support for all its citizens equally by fully supporting Chukchi
Campus in its delivery of vital education and training to residents of the NANA
region by expanding and strengthening its programs.

Name (Printed) Signature Address/phone
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Petition in Support of Chukchi Campus:
We. ihe undersigned, support and defend Chukchi Campus of ibe Universiiy of
Alaska Fairbanks. Including its faculty and staff. Chukchi has endured budget
cuts to a far greater proportion than most other extended campuses or
university subdivisions in AlJaska. Therefore, we demand that no further cuts
in funding or staffing be made. We further charge the State of Alaska show
complete support for all its citizens equally by fully supporting Chukchi
Campuj in its delivery of vital education and training to residents of the NANA
region by expanding and strengthening its programs.

Name (Printed) Signature Address/phone
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Petition in Support of Chukchi Campus:

Wec, the undersigned, suppon and defend Chukchi Campus of the University of
Alaska Fairbanks, including its faculty and staff. = Chukchi has endured budget
cuts to a far greater proportion than most other extended campuses or

university subdivisions in Alaska. Therefore, we demand that no further cuts

in funding or staffing be made. We further charge the State of Alaska show
complete support for ail its citiaens equally by fully supporting Chukchi

Campus in its delivery of vital education and training to residentsof the NANA
region by expanding and strengthening its programs.

Name (Printed) Signature Address/phone
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Petition in Support of Chukchi Campus:
Wec, ihc undersigned, support and defend Cbukchi Campus of ihe University of
Alaska Fairbanks, including its faculty and staff. = Chukchi has endured budget
cuts to a fa/ greater proportion than most other extended campuses or
university subdivisions in Alaska. Therefore, we demand that no further cuts
in funding or staffing be made. Wtc further charge theState of Alaska show
complete support for all its citizens equally by fully supporting Chukchi
Campus in its delivery of vital education and training to residents of (he NANA
region by expanding and strengthening its programs.

Name (Printed) Signature Address/phone
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Petition in Support of C hukchi Campus:
We, the undersigned, support and defend Chukchi Campus of (he Universiiy of
Alaska Fairbanks, including its faculty and staff. Chukchi has endured budget
cuu to a far greater proportion than most other extended campuses or
university subdivisions in Alaska. Therefore, we demand that no further cuts
in funding or staffing be made. We further charge the State of Alaska show
complete support for all its citizens equally by fully supporting Chukchi
Campus in its delivery of vital education and training to residents of the NANA
region by expanding and strengthening its prograraj.

Name (Printed) Signature Address/phone
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Petition in Support of Chukchi Campus:
We. the undersigned, support and defend Chukchi Campus of the University of
Alaska Fairbanks, including its faculty and staff. = Chukchi his endured budget
cuts to a far greater proportion than most other exteodcd campuses or
university subdivisions in Alaska. Therefore, we demand thaa no further cuts
in funding or staffing be made. We further charge the State of Alaska show
complete support for all its citizens equally by fully supporting Chukchi
Campus in its delivery of vital education and training to residents of the NANA
region by expanding and strengthening its programs.

Name (Printed) Signature Address/phone
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Petition in Support of Chukchi Campus:

Wec. Cie undersigned, support and defend Chukchi Campus of the University of
Alaska Fairbanks, including its faculty and staff.  Chukchi has endured budget
cuts to a far greater proportion than most other extended campuses or
university subdivisions in Alaska. Therefore, wc demand that no further cuts
in fundii g or staffing be made. We further charge the State of Alaska show

complete support for alt its citizens equally by fully supporting Chukchi
Campus it its delivery of vital education and training to residents of the NANA

region by expanding and strengthening its programs.

Name  (Printed) Signature Address/phone

PELD.t - MH f'6.6 f/ [dkelue,

Abtk*~ 7/
NS jocJlou ™ M-T*\

T&*\ttJS-£3*ttLfih& S| jSZt"H L X sdh Wi-AA*'
AullfT &E-j ™7 r-7m
A5flr3Ja__iiiLLe JhIEk.____&*L.- a4 _ & rfjjd** u<r 2Afii *
JNDJCVFuJi($Xk A~h>_-r<_-QrAA-__.__ Bx0z.J2A |_J$»vkck<*r M- T"i'»?7-
/krJ Ckinu-ikt, "fit MtbAt, 4 wo*j~
oL s*a &>I(I>S____ L o _

& £BIEKIE& *e Atoftrz

?2*"> S'JL
,.Jfru A I§ {& £
204 ,cljill_KfjAjjti"LE-Q -.-AoA~r-~ \ICA"

AEA 1A AL zL_0» Qj3™xJj* 3r |



Petition in Support of C hukchi Campus:
We, the undersigned, support and defend Chukchi Campus of the University of
Alaska Fairbanks, including its faculty and staff.  Chukchi has endured budget
cuts to a far greater proportion than most other extended campuses or
university subdivisions in Alaska. Therefore, we demand that no further cuts
in funding or staffing be made. We further charge the State of Alaska show
complete support for all its citizens equally by fully supporting Chukchi
Campus in its delivery of vital education and traioing to residents of the NANA
region by expandting_jutd strengthening its programs.

Name (Printed) Signature Address/phone
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Petition in Support of C hukchi Campus:
Wec, the undersigned, support and defend Chukchi Campus of the University of
Alaska Fairbanks, including its faculty and staff, Chukchi has endured budget
cuts to a far greater proportion than most other extended campuses or
university subdivisions in Alaska. Therefore, we demand that no further cuts

in funding or staffing be made. We further charge the State of Alaska show
complete support for all its citizens equally by fully supporting Chukchi
Campus in its delivery of vital education and training to residentsof the NANA

region by expanding and strengthening its programs.

Name (Printed) Signature Addrcss/phone



P etition in Support of C hukchi Campus:
Wec. ihe undersigned, support ind defend Chukchi Campus of the University of
Alaska Fairbanks, including its faculty and staff. = Chukchi has endured budget
cut? to a far greater proportion than most other extended campuses or
university subdivisions in Alaska. Therefore, we demand that no further cuts
in funding or staffing be made. We further charge the State of Alaska show
complete support for all its citizens equally by fully supporting Chukchi
Campus in its delivery of viul education and training to residents of the NANA
region by expanding and strengthening its programs.

Name (Printed) Signature Address/phone
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P etition in Support of C hukchi Campus:
We, the undersigned, support and defend Cbukchi Campus of the Universiiy of
Alaska Fairbanks, including its faculty and staff. Chukchi has endured budcet
cuu to a far greater proportion than most other encoded campuses or
university subdivisions in Alaska. Therefore, we oemand that no further cuts
in funding or staffing be made. We further charge the State of Alaska show
complete support for all its citiicns equally by fully supporting Chukchi
Campus in its delivery of vital education and training to residents of lhe NANA
region by expanding and strengthening its programs.

Name (Primed) Signature Address/phone
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Petition in Support of Chukchi Campus:
Wec, the undersigned, suppon and defend Chukchi Campus of ihe Universiiy of

Alaska Fairbanks, including i(s faculty and staff. = Chukchi has endured budget

cuts to a far greater proportion than most other extended campuses or I S
university subdivisions in Alaska. Therefore, wc demand that no further cuts

in funding or staffing be made. Woc further charge the State of Alaska show

complete suppon for all its citizens equally by fully supporting Chukchi
Campus in its delivery of vital education and training to residents of the NANA
region by expanding and strengthening its programs.

Name (PrinJed) Signature Address/phone
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Petition in Support of Chukchi Campus:
We. ihe undersigned, support wid defend Chukchi Campus of Ihe University of
Alaska Fairbanks, including iu faculty and staff. Chukchi has endured budget
cuts to a far greater proportion than most other extended campuses or
university subdivisions in Alaska. Therefore, we demand that po further cuts
in funding or staffing be made, We further charge the State of Alaska show
complete support for all its citiicns equally by fully supporting Chukchi
Campus in iu delivery of vital education and training D residents of the NANA
region by expanding and strengthening its programs.

Name (Printed) Signature Address/phone
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Petition in Support of Chukchi Campus:
We, die undcrsigacd, support and defend Chukchi Campus of the University of
Alaska Fairbanks, including its faculty and staff. Chukchi has err ~cd budget
cuts (o a far greater proportion thin most other extended campuses or
university subdivisions in Alaska. Therefore, we demand that no further cuts
In funding or staffing be made. We further charge the State of Alaska show
complete support for all ill citizens equally by fully supporting Chukchi
Campus in lIts delivery of vital education and training to residents of the NANA
region by expanding and strengthening its programs.

Name (Printed) Signature Address/phone
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Petition in Support of C hukchi Campus:
We. ihe undersigned, suppon end defend Chukchi Campus of (he University of
Alaska Fairbanks, including its faculty and staff. Chukchi has endured budget
cuts to a far greater proportion than most other extended campuses or
university subdivisions in Alaska. Therefore, we demand that no further cuts
in fundingor staffing be made. * We further charge the State of Alaska show
complete suppon for all its citizens equally by fullv supporting Chukchi

Campus in its delivery of vital education and training to residentsof the NANA
region by expanding and strengthening its programs.
Name (Printed) Signature Address/phone
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2086 Toboggan Lane
Fairbanks, AK 99709

22 April 1998
Finance Committe
Senate

State of Alaska
Dear Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

lhave been a faculty member at UAF for 25 years, presently serve as the Dean
of the College of Science, Engineering and Mathematics, and will assume the
position of Provost on July 1. | have devoted my professional career to this
place, and I think it's one of the greatest public institutions in the State. | am
proud to have contributed to the education of thousands of Alaskan students
over the years, and I look forward to continuing to assist others in their

educational pursuits.

My concern is that without at least funding the UA System for FY99 at the
continuation level of S164M plus an additional 53.5M for salary increases the
State will be risking long-lasting damage to tire institution. | wish we could
get together so | could share with you "exit surveys™ which are now coming
into my office from graduating seniors in our College. Ifyou saw them, I'm
sure you would agree with my assessment that our seniors appreciate the fine
education that they have received here but have grave reservations about the
type of education we will be able to provide future students. The
"atmosphere of doom™ portrayed by these students is affecting our recruiting
and retention efforts. Once things are headed in that direction, it will take
herculean efforts to turn things around. In the meantime we will be
increasing our most valuable exporl--our own kids to out-of-state institutions

and to out-of-state careers.

I know that many of you question how well UA uses its resources, and |
understand the State's cash flow problem. However, | urge you to provide us
at least the level of funding described above. Less than that will pose a real
risk to the future of higher education in Alaska. For my part, | guarantee that
I will be looking for every nickel of administrative savings that | can put into

academic programs.
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22 April 1998

3118 Chinook Drive
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

Senator Drue Pearce
Senator Bert Sharp
Senator Dave Donley
Senator Randy Phillips
Senator Al Adams
Senator Sean Parnell
Senator John Torgerson
Senate Finance Committee
State Legislative Offices
Juneau, Alaska

Senators:

I write to ask that you, as members of the Finance Committee, urge that the legislature
fund the University of Alaska budget before you. UA must have its budget of
$165,000,000, plus the additional $3.5 million in salary increases recommended by the
Senate Finance university subcommittee.

As a staff meml>er at UAF, | will not receive araise. But | know, if the legislature does
not fund the university at this recommended level, that UAF will fall farther and farther
behind in its educational and research goals. | can see that the university is suffering
already, losing status as an academic institution, and losing students. Both are a great loss

to the State of Alaska.

The university is reaching the point where it will not be able to recover from these losses.
Students doubt whether Or not their degiee programs will survive long enough for them to
graduate, and they doubt whether, when they enter the job market, a UA degree will
command respect from employers.

You have the power to stop this degeneration by fully funding the UA budget and the
salary increase money. Please give the university a chance to fulfill its promises.

@1002
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4/21/98

Senator Drue Pearce, Co-Chair
Senate Finance Committee

Dear Senator Pearce,

I am writing to urge vou to support full funding of the 1Jnivr rsity of
Alaska budget. The University has been reduced every year over the last
several years. These cuts are eroding our ability to meet the postsecondary
needs ofcor citizens. It is critical that funding be restored to cover the
proposed op'rating budget and salaiy increases which have just be
negotiated. There have been no increases in salaries for over 4 years.
Alaska must have a strong university system to train Alaskans in Alaska
for the next cenliny. Thank you.

Karen M. Ward
4501 W. Shoreline Circle
W asilla, Alaska 99654
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Aiaska State Senate
Juneau AK 99801-1182

Dear Senators

I have listened to reports and presentations by professionals, heard
dissertations of fear from students and read letters and newspaper
articles. | find it all very sad that a gem of Alaska appears to be ready for
disintegration. The pride that one feels for the University of Alaska is
being undermined by groups of individuals who don’t seem to
understand the importance of this institution to the state and its people.

We all know that the University of Alaska is the place of higher learning
where one goes after high school if an academic degree is to be sought.
But has the legislature really considered all the gifts the University has
given to the communities?

Music comes to mind. The University has enabled thousands of young
people to pursue and appreciate the art of music. As an extension of the
University, a variety of youth groups have been offered which have
helped students direct their activities in a positive direction. These Kids
develop their skills, learn teamwork and respect for one another, leam
pride in their accomplishments and stay off the streets and out of
trouble. In addition, they provide wonderful entertainment for the

community.

Our Symphony Orchestras have travelled throughout the state giving
rural regions opportunities to experience the arts.

The Theatre Department offers excellent productions for the enjoyment of
all residents in the area. And, those with a thirst for Visual Art have an
opportunity to view new methods ind the works of up and coming
students. Many community members continue to develop their talents
through the university.

How' about the Science Fair? Many University employees support youth's
curiosity in the scientific world.

When my children participated in Speech Contests, the University was
involved. Many members of the community have benefited over the years
from the personal and physical development classes. The library has

been available to all.
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AH levels of education profit from the vast knowledge contained within
the walls of the University of Alaska. Many professors Lake time from
their schedules to visit public school classrooms to make presentations
in the area of their expertise. These same professors are available as
information resources for classroom teachers, as well as a myriad of non-
profit agencies. | know from first hand experience as a Girl Scout leader.

Our communities need skilled people. A variety of employment goals c™n
be amply met through the University of Alaska, both academic and
vocational. Why would we want to send out children outside to schools
for training they could just as easily and less expensively obtain here in
Alaska? 'T'here is an advantage for many students to receive their
education in the familiar surroundings of their home where their
education matches the environmental challenges of the Alaskan climate.
One would like to think a percentage of students trained at home will
want to help develop the State of Alaska economically. But we certainly
are not going to encourage students to stay in Alaska if their educational

opportunities are constantly eroding.

There is so much talk about hiring Alaskans first and keeping the money
in the state, yet with the potential cut backs in programs, students are
forced to seek education elsewhere, paying astronomical amounts in out-
of-state tuition. That money could stay in Alaska if the programs
continued to remain strong and a positive campaign is launched to
encourage students to stay home.

My concern comes from many directions. | am a student, alumni, a
mother of three students all currently registered at the University of
Alaska and | am an employee. It is interesting when I consider that my
UA degree program was eliminated from the university 20 years ago, one
of my children is unable to get the classes she needs for her degree and
so will move outside, the courses | am wanting in the senior citizen field
do not exist in my location and the stress and pressure placed on those
remaining University system workers is incredible. Yet Il am proud of our
institution and strongly support the University. | see its future potential
as a guide for all of Alaska’s children, but our future is only as strong as
its educational programs. Let's get these programs properly funded!

Sincerely

Martha E. Thomas
P.O. Box 60309
Fairbanks AK 99706



From

To:

to 19074652187 at 04/22/98 09:29a

Smartcom Fax for Windows

Senate Finance Committee

From: B Cooper /S Boatwright
Date: 04/22/98 09229

Pages:

Message:

G.Burns Cooper

3118 Chinook Dr.
Fairbanks, AK 99709
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Senate Finance Committee:

Sen.Drue Pearce, Sen Bert Sharp, Sen. Dave Donley
Sen. Randy Philips, Sen. Al Adams, Sen. Sean Parnell,
Sen John Torgerson

Dear Senators:

Please join your co.llegues on the Finance university
subcommittee In voting for the restored budget of
$164,304,500 plus $3,500,000 for salary increases.
Actually, even this amount is too little, but 1 want
to be realistic. | don"t think you can ﬁossibly
understand how much damage underfundln? as already
done to the university"s faculty, facilities, student
body, and morale; or how important the universi is
to the local communigy and to the state as a whole.
IT you did, you would not consider making more cuts.

Pg 001/002
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Thank you for considering my point of view.

ours sincerely,
Eurns &ooper Y
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