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P.Kay Branch, M .A.
P. 0. Box 1007
Dillingham, Alaska 99576
(907) 842-5756

April 21, 1998 _
Senate Finance Committee

Dear Senators:

| am writing to encourage you to include the $900,685 funding for an assisted living
project in Dillingham in the Alaska Housing Finance Senior Citizens Development Fund in

the Capital budget for FY99.

| work with elders in the Bristol Bay region. Time and time again have seen people having
to leave their home, community, family, and familiar foods, to be place in an assisted living
or skilled nursing facility in Anchorage. 1t is hard on the eiders and on their families left at
home, who are unable to afford to visit their loved one.

| have a friend who has been caring for her hushand at home with the assistance of her
family for four years. Now her own health is failing because of the increased carcgiving
duties and the family is thinking about Iongl—term_ care placement. There are no options for
long-term carc in Inis region, so this elder loo will have to go to Anchorage, the thought

of which is devastating to the family.

The proposed facility is ten beds and as an assis'ed living home would provide supé)ortive
and persona! carc in‘a family living environment. It is direly needed so our elders do not

have to leave the “river near where they were bom.”

|f the state of Alaska is tr_ulg concerned about the elders in all the regions, appropriate
funding will be made available to entities (hat undertake to own and operate rural housing

options.
Please reconsider funding for this project under Senate Bill 231 Thank you.

Sincerely,
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BreDda Akelkok
P.O. Box 654

Dillingham, Alaska 99576
April 22, 1998

To Whom It May Concern:

The hardest part o f having Grandma Sassa over in Anchorage in a nursing home were the
everyday kinds of things that we couldn’t share with her anymore. Ifwe had fresh fried spruce
chicken, we couldn’t run a plate to her here in Dillingham.

It saddens me knowing that what she missed was the smell of the water blowing over the bluffon
Nushagak T y. The soft cackle ofgeese far offin the springtime evening. The warm kiss of a

grandchild contrasted with chilly cheeks from playing outdoors.

The excitement of the king salmon hiling the beach nets when her sons and daughters, all
flecked with scales and gray mud, would bring fresh boiled head and tail chowder.

The fragrance of salmonbcrries on the breeze blowing from the summer tundra. How the fluffy
cotton grass bobbed back and forth in the wind.

The lonesome wail of the sand hill cranes as they settle down for the night.

But the saddest part o f all was that the only way she was able to come home was in a casket
because we did not have an Assisted Living Facility for her in Dillingham.

I wouldn’t wish the pain and heartache that all of my family went through with Grandma Sassa’s
going to Anchorage on anyone else.

Please make funding for an Assisted Living Center in Dillingham areality. Thank you for your
kind assistance.

Sincerely,

Brenda Akelkok

TOTAL P .02
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P. Kay Branch, M.A.
.0, Box 1007
Dillingham, Alaska 99576
(907) 842-5756

Post-It" Fax Note 7671

April 21, 198
Senate Finance Committee ;;;%g;fb *£B 2-3/

Dear Senators:

I am writing to encourage you to include the $900,685 funding for an assisted living
project in Dillingham in the Alaska Housing Finance Senior Citizens Development Fund in
the Capital budget for FY99.

| work with eiders in the Bristol Bay region. Time and time again have seen people having
to leave their home, community, family, and familiar foods, to be place in an assisted living
or skilled nursing facility in Anchorage. It is hard on the elders and on their families left at
home, who are unable to afford to visit their loved one.

I have a friend who has been caring for her husband at home with the assistance of her
family for four years. Now her own health is failing because of the increased caregiving
duties and the family is thinking about long-term care placement. There are no options for
long-term care in this region, so this elder too will have to go to Anchorage, the thought
of which is devastating to the family.

The proposed facility is ten beds and as an assisted living home would provide supportive
and personal care in a family living environment. It is direly needed so our elders do not
have to leave the “river near where they were bom.”

I f the state of Alaska is truly concerned about the elders in all the regions, appropriate
funding will be made available to entities that undertake to own and operate rural housing

options.

Please reconsider funding for this project under Senate Bill 231. Thank you.

Sincerely,

.01
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Alaska State Legislature
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Midwives need to be Medicaid providers because they:

help women and their families understand the importance of
prenatal care; thereby reducing cost and improving birth
outcomes; for example, fewer low birth weight babies

promote understanding of the normalcy of birth and the birth
process, thereby reducing the need for drugs and unnecessary

COSTLY interventions

promote breast feeding, thereby reducing infant illness and
increasing parental confidence

offer safe, low cost care to the women of the Alaskan communities.
Typically midwifery care is ONE-HALF> the cost of conventional

"medical model®™ maternity care
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P.0. Pox 0881
Paler, Alaska 99645-0831
April 23, 1998

Serator Bert Sharp

Alaska State Cpital

Room 516

Jureeu, Alasika 99801

Dear Serator Sar;

Iwould lieyou tofigt farand keep the goorgoriation Tar Gereral Reliefvedical (GRM.)
Ido rot keliee trat doortias should be funded under teGRM  Program.

Plesse do ot ast aut ttewholle GRM grorgoriiatian, though, because il effect thousands
of Alaskans who do ot have any otter medical coerege.

Sircerely.

Grace A. Saruclson
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April 23,1998

TO: State of Alaska

Senate Finance Committee

FROM: Louise Dean - Public Member, Chair
Alaska Board of Nursing

SUBJ: Proposed Reductions to the Division of Occupational Licensing
Budget to Fund Department of Law Services

| am writing this In response to the Senate Finance Committee's proposed
reductions to the Division of Occupation! Licensing Budget to Fund Department
of Law Services. As a concerned citizen of Alaska and member of a licensing
board, iam opposed to such budget reductions.

The nurses in Alaska have agreed in the past to licensing fee increases to assure
the Board of Nursing would be self-supporting. This self-sufficiency ensures
regulation of the profession and protection of the public. Nursing has the
greatest number of licensees In the State. Recent legislation has given
regulatory authority to the Board of Nursing over certified nurse aides. The most
Important aspect of regulating nursing is protecting the public. The proposed
decrement will reduce public protection by delaying or preventing prosecution of
unsafe or unethical professionals. The proposed decrement will cut the division's
share of the funding for the Department of Law's lead regulations attorney, so
delays in processing important regulations will increase. The current time frame
between the adoption of regulations and their filing is long enough and additional
delays are not acceptable.

Since all of occupational licensing Is funded from licensing fees, a budget
reduction could not be used for other fiscal needs. The end result would actually
be, restricting the Division from spending licensing fee revenue to enforce
regulations for the professions paying to be regulated. What will you do with this
extra money you can't spend?



Dept: DCED House or Senate subcommittee? Senate
Preparer: Date prepared:  04/23/98

Department of Commerce and Economic Development
Impact Statement in Response to

Finance Subcommittee Suggestions for Budget Reductions

Program area:  Division of Occupational Licensing Dollar amount(s):
(U= asgarate form fareaech program aesy) -159.1

Impact Analysis:

Tiie Governor’s Buq?et reduces by $671.3 the expenditure authority the division gained through the roll-
forward of surplus FY 97 revenue.  The budget authorizes the division to retain the remaining expenditure
authority of $161.8 in order to maintain services at their current level.

The proposed $159.1 decrement would reduce services from the FY 93 level by eliminating the following:

L Eliminating 25% of the division’s legal representation in disciplinary actions against
incompetent professionals and alppeals of license denials ($102.0).

The division has historically used at least 1,440 hours of legal services annually from the Department of Law.
The hourly price of legal representation has increased substantially over the past two ge_ars, requiring larger
PSA’s to maintain the same level of service. The proposed decrement will reduce public protection bv
delaying or preventing prosecution of unsafe or unethical professionals.

2. Eliminating use of the Department of Law’s lead regulations attor, icy ($9.8).

The division’s 20 licensing hoards L quently need to adjust requlations to adapt to changes in the industries
they requlate and improve licensing. Inorder to review regulations in a timely manner, the Department of Law
created a regulations attorney position in FY 98. The proposed decrement will cut the /' ision s share of the
funding for this position, so delays in processing important requlations will increase. 1t is not unusual for ¢
months to pass between the adoption of regulations and their filing. These delays are very frustrating to boards

and their customers.

3 Reducing financial self-sufficiency by paying for a smaller portion of the services
provided b%/ the Division of Administrative Services and the Commissioner’s Office ($20.0)
C) requires professionals to pay the cost of re%ulatmg their occupation. These costs include

AS 08.01.065(c) als . :
Administrative Services and Commissioner’s Office support. The division paid the requested $20.0 in FY 93

Hie, proposed decrement will, result in additional cuts to the Division of Administrative Services and the
Commissioner’s Office and/or reductions in Division of Occupational Licensing services.

4. Eliminating funding for rent in the Frontier Building ($27.3). o
The division will be charged $29.3 in FY 99 for space it currently occupies in the Frontier Bundmﬁ. The
division is obligated to pay for that space, so the proposed decrement will result in reduction of other division

activities.

Printed 04/23/98 page | of |
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Testimony Before the Senate Finance Committee
April 23, 1998
Re: Restoration of Funding for General ReliefMedical (GRM)

by

Anne Williams
P.0. Box 202046
Anchorage, AK 99520
907 349-5060

I am here tonight to testify in favor of restoring funding to the State
operating budget for General ReliefMedical (GRM).

My testimony will be brief. You know the facts about the program by
now. My request is this: please don’t let an anti-abortion stance stop
you from providing relief to the neediest of the needy. Don’t let your
passion for life cause pain and suffering and even death, in the lives of
those already living.

Please restore funding to GRM,



APR-24-98 FR! 08:09 AN  ANC LEGIS INFO OFC FAX NO. 907 258 1281 P. 02

fo Zbe Pi.na.na?, CommUfee -

¥j am a phyZiciaA cdr The. CommuJdu-|tj [-)eal).}!h CQrrtQj" m
Awhoruqg-.. Our m\c>S)on n io Qcrvn, the. medically undersen/ed
“/igcinlj ~-nr>y patients receive. TVe. asnehaoce: of Hbe
Generat Relief McAvccid) pragpo-nn, The. rm~arUu fT mu,
pahento on GRWM PiabeteS MeJ*tus j toivbTnsran
cud cinronio rrenhci) Ulness, 4”cojcpc of <3hM, -iheu arc
able To receive, -the. necessary rnedieoJ. ccune cuto ineaicctocns
recya\re:\ fa corv-Vral thetr diseo.re>processes, e.nounr.
higher ajUaUty Life, and avoid toe disastrous aund
ptonhalty disabling or fM-aJl CObnplicailans 0f These
diseasesT Without® GihM These *pahe,nts canroT afford
their nrediocxtionf® or medicof) care, J -aid al\ugguljt
continue, to see these. poTieoh?, but J) cannot, provide- dfg
medications -they needl <cutout the acotoaruG o”to rhM-

Tost -\ vnernuin mg first -(mopatients telr ed-FSen
on OR rf orapplyvm-for GRfvj,-- -tuJo hive. T "iateles and

hfjfeh” G Sioo ; -+loo baue tlype/dm sioo 0"n3 onco has

seuere_disablin ? ression,.. J Waal nranaa c“o mm'i -
rnlze ﬂowcor tens arvd ato| tospdfbfce onn tof
medicabono/ nscornplcatlons Ttod' g ha.oe. avold
Include, bVndneer>, hvctoey \d,dtore.; limf am pubajlonp
heartcdtcutos and stroKe , and 3a|dC|e

Tbhe™e peop)le nYruppl e pRust to earvwG, cuverd-fceur
vexy Uroii-ed inconrBrg stretctolLpo -wydcrrans io
af-fbrd -food curd ttoedeh; 'Upa mosthbe aj-OccrcR of

ihevdosl of mecViOxhenn. Carpopa. urn.orbs tournee
I'o choose bdxoeen f?ock.ng -gourfartoy arad crafi.m

an e-Sbhenliod rsrxviccdio/Tf vvincut o2 cruof posidioo
too put them uh ,

Please stop and corbtoGG the, pvoaram \n its
en-hret-LL, to nob punitto all of wvc, ex-Vtomei (,vnedirrdf,.
neeckuhQJinto M J -J

(s\\cuim



AQUL 24*, 1116

Senator Dnie Pearce
State Copital
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Seator:

I am writing in regard to the House actionwhich eliminated funding for
General ReliefMedical Assistance from the state gperating budget. 1am
requesting your consideration to please restore thismoney to the budget.

As you know, GRM ismeant to serve the very poorest Alaskans.  This
essatial program assists those inour community wirth the barest of
resources 1o receive a lesst basic medical services for chronic or terminal
illress.  This programwill help our residents remain functional and decrease
the nsk ofmore savere illness athigher deferred costs o our community and

the gereral public.

The people in this chronic and terminal illness category did not choose their
illrsss. Many times they are unable to aotain employment or heakth
Insurance because of these medical and mental problems. Cutting this vital
care 1o the resicents of our state will only victimize one group of people
because some don®t agree with services provided to another group.

Please stand up for their heakth.

Thank you for your consideration of restoration of funding for GRM.
Sincerely,

Connie Markis

Public Health Nurse /Case Manager -Health Care for the Homeless
17bAve.

Anchorage, Ak. 99504

(907) 333-7657 (hm-pm) or (907) 257-4664 (wk-am)



Dear members of the Senate Finance Committee:

~lam going to ask you, Chair Wilken, Senators, to reinstate the language of the
original HB 369 when you finalize SB 266. N

I know putting Healthy Families Alaska into state statute and authorizing
Medicai' payments to the ﬁ_ro ram means added work, but it would provide desperately
needed reliefto Alaska’s cnildren. In fact, Healthy Families helps Alaska’s children so
much, that I will gio further and ask you to reinstate expansion funding.

When | called Rep. Hanley’s office the other day, his aide voiced two concerns
with HB 369: are the families that Healthy Families serves such self-starters that they
would do okay on their own anyway? And isn’t establishing a control group the only
respkor))smle thing to do if we’re to spend state money on this program, to make sure it
works®
First, the families we work with rarely contact us to be in the program. A health
care Iprowder, with the family’s consent, usually refers them to us. A specially trained
family assessment worker then contacts the family for an in-depth interview. Stresses
such as childhood history of abuse, drug use, or lack of a support system are tallied and
scored. Those who are either not under a great deal of stress or have people they can turn
to -friends, relatives, or church group, for example - are ?wen information on resources,
but not offered home visiting. Home visiting is reserved for those who really need i,

Because our proFram is voluntary, and because we do the outreach, our home
visitors work with people who need help and are willing to accept it. Examples include
the mother who wa_s_feedm%_her premature baby once eveiy eight hours instead of every
two. She was horrified to think ofthe damage that she could have done her infant
without the information the home visitor provided. o _

~Another mother, married with five children, called her home visitorjust last night,
hysterical. After a year building trust with her home visitor, she was able to reveal that
she had suicidal urges. She had no one - no one - else to call. She will be referred to
mental health services, and supported as she and her husband work to keep their family as
healthy as possible. o -

Yet another mother, who initially qualified for our program because her baby had
medical issues, finally left a violent relationship after h ;r partner did not want to give her
money for their infant’s prescription. She said she could not have done it without us.

Clearly, these parents want the best for their children, but they lack the _
information, skills, orjust plain emotional support to do thm?s well. This program tips
the scale for these families, and helps them achieve their goal of being good parents.

~Turning to the issue of the control group, we must look at the cost-benefit ratio of
providing home wsﬂm_gi_through this particular model. Research including a control
group on Healthy Families Alaska does not exist. However, we know heyond a
reasonable doubt through other control group studies that this program works.

Weighing the benefit side of the equation, control group studies on home visiting
programs similar to Healthy Families (as opposed to the case management system
discussed in the Newsweek article recently circulated in Juneau) and other ealth?/
Families programs have documented reductions in child abuse and neglect, as well as
gains by parents. | will also send down information on a 27-year-long study of a pre-



school program that included weekly home visits and fostering good parenting, like
Healthy Families, that had a tremendous positive |mﬁact on children’s lives.

Further, the prevention dollars put into Healthy Families leverage state dollars
that go into public health, DFYS and others. Home visitors can help identify which
services are needed, which aren’t, and facilitate connections with the appropriate
resource. (I can assure you, by the way, that funding for General Relief Medical and
covering pregnant women at 200% of the poverty level are two services which are
needed.g We in the non-profit sector make sure we do not duplicate services, since it is a
waste of scarce funds and jeopardizes future grant requests. Instead, we work together
and with state agenm_es to ensure that a family is getting the services they need. This
reduces the need for intervention dollars, which do not go as far. _

~And again, the program is voluntary, S0 We do not waste time on fan.uies who are
not interested. _ _ o

On the cost side of the equation, we could spend a lot of money to provide this
program statewide, and serve everyone who qualifies. A control group would verify this
as a wise investment, but that research carries a hefty price ta(l;. Are we willing to fund a
thirty-year investigation of Healthy Families Alaska? Or settle for a three-year study that
could be utterly misleading because it does not reveal long-term effects? _

~ The other cost to consider is the price Alaska’s children pay while we wait to act.
Imaﬂme the infant only being fed everK eight hours. Imagine the mother of five who felt
she had no one to turn to giving in to the urge to swerve into an on-coming car. Imagine
the infant who goes without medication because his father turns money for the
prescription into an issue of power and control over his mother. _ _

~Even if we decide we want to form a control group, holdinu funding back in the
meantime is not the only responsible thing we could do. Putting ofTpicvention we can
clearly see to be effective would be irresponsible. Our children cannot hold us
accountable today, but we will surely pay in the future.

Parana Schell
1745 Reed Circle #2
Fairbanks, AK 99709



Dear Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

As a Family Assessment worker for Healthy Families Fairbanks, | have the
opportunity to talk with parents prenatally or at the birth of their infant, using a
standardized assessment tool that assists to determine a family’s level of stress, coping
skills, and support system. One of my greatest challenges is outreaching parents who
may be in need of parenting information and family support, but not realize it.

True primary prevention would offer a home visit to every new parent in the
community. Due to financial constraint*, Healthy Families seeks to screen parents most
in need of support, parents who may be unlikely to reach out for help, or may be
overburdened with stressors.

Over the course of the last year, | have interviewed over 60 parents. | have talked
to new parents afraid to pick up their babies due to concerns of spoiling; I have
interviewed parents of premature babies unable to visit their infants in the hospital due to
lack of transportation, or support at home for their other children, j have interviewed
numerous parents with childhood histories of severe abuse and neglect. 1 have
interviewed parents with stated convictions of knowing no one they can trust. | have
interviewed mothers who have disclosed that their babies were products of rape; I have
interviewed mothers whose partners were incarcerated and unable to be present at their
babies’ birth. 1 have interviewed young teens struggling to stay clean from long-standing
alcohol and drug abuse. 1have interviewed single moms without child support, unable to
make it to the end of the month without aid of a food box or their utilities being cut off. |
have interviewed parents who disclosed histories of suicide attempts. Iinterviewed a
prenatal parent who stated a possible form of discipline may be to hit her child with a
stick and then burn it to dispose of the sin. I interviewed a new mom so depressed that
her tears could not be repressed.

The above is only a small glimpse of the stories | hear on a weekly basis.
Although each family is unique in its concerns, strengths, and challenges, the common
thread among all these families is the desire to be the best they can be for their babies.
What is missing from these families is not hope or good intentions, but more often a lack



of parenting information and positive, consistent support; support that buffers the impact

of stress.
Home visitors fill this crucial role for many parents who are uncertain of where to

turn or are uncomfortable sharing difficulties with family members or friends. A focus
on prevention at the very foundation level of parenting is not only essential and cost
effective, but common sense. Where new parents are eager and receptive to learn about
their habies, home visitation provides an opportunity to work with individuals in the
family environment, while home visitors can slowly build relationships with families that
have never experienced the luxury of trust in their own lives.

Healthy Families reaches out to parents most at risk, parents that are less likely to
seek information and support on their own. We can no longer afford to at best react to
Alaska’s startling rate of child abuse and neglect. We must be proactive in reducing its

very incidence.

Sincerely,

Laura Bush
1401 Kellum St.
Fairbanks, AfC 99701
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REPUBLICAN PARTY OF ALASKA
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April 23, 1998
Members of Senate Finance Committee

Dear Senator:

| am writing to encourage you to vote to eliminate the General ReliefMedical Program in
SB 229, the state operating budget,

Our state is in a situation which calls for setting priorities in spending, The money saved
by eliminating GRM could be much better spent in other areas At a time when money is
tight, it makes no sense spending money on elective abortions when a maéonty ofthe
citizens ofthis state are against government funded abortions. Perhaps a better way to
spend some of that money would be to spend it on abstinence training.

Elective abortions paid for with state funds is bad business for the state of Alaska and
mighty expensive birth control!

Sincerely,
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ADI"11 23, 1998

Regarding SB 292 and a new Health Center for Kenai.:

The current Kenai Public Health center 1is much too small
for the job . is trying to do.

Access .k very difficult for disabled persons.
The staff are tripping over each other.
Services are limited by the lack of space available.

Part of the staff is located at another location
malting service coordination and communication

difficult.

Clients wait in a hallway impeding traffic and
distracting other visitors to City Hr.il.

The Health Center has only one exit and high, basement
type windows, so In an emergency leaving the building
could be a problem.

liore of the clinic rooms lack sinks.

aThis list could go on and on. The provision of public
health services is 1iImportant, in keeping our population healthy
and much less expensive than treating preventable problems.
Providing adequate space and client/service friendly environment
.Is part: ot this responsibility.
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MEMORANDUM

To: Senate Finance Members
From: Representative Terry Martin
Date: April 23, 1998

Subject: GRM Information
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ab%rptrg]ngﬁnts eegé en it ta en un rntended ort eir services and spent It on

J)&“ rrr%nnhnuse e "B”rPAE&%QSES 2&%%&%0 o rrrnr Sy
rPrountw VYrea}rfm NItion t w§s§r euse 0 g g ron gﬁre

gatmew(ersrsts In funding ab rtrorC]s 4 oftemcosﬁrn% E %Iearly

funs gty Aurn ggvggog% src% and the poor who would Tave been he ped yt 05€

the e 0 last year’
'rr 0Use. Frnanc C mrt ehas rncreased Errﬁfrons or ago tron rvrces foster
mil servrc %{r t u rc srstan sterica! e orr extreme
ggroteorsrsa rérrsea s the public an camou heever creasing free a ortrons paid for
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Category o( Service

Phy»ldan-43

CMnic-24

Inpatient 01

Outpatient 07

Other Service*

TOTAL

UndupNcated Redplenls

RACE

Category of Service
Pliy»iclan-43
Clinic-24
Inpatlant-01
Qutpatient 07
Other Service*
TOTAL
Undupticatad Recipient*

atSTAIDOI/T of STATE

Category or Service
Physldan-43
Clwc-24
Inpatient 01
QulpallenL07
Other Service*
TOTAL
Unduplicaled Recipient*

abortion .Xis

Lea* Than 13

¢ Claim
Line* Dollars
3 $985
1 $353
0 $0
0 $0
0 so
4 $1,338
1
WItNa
« Claim
Une* OoOari
825 $136,055
107 $22,195
0 $0
25 $30,389
547 $38,952
1,504 $227,590
402
Instate
« Clatn
Line* DoNare
1.676 $284,398
242 $50,843
2 $7,336
58 $67,479
482 $38,665
2,460 $448,721
765

Abortion Service* by Category of Service

13-16
¢ Claim
Une* DoMart
82 $14,128
n $2,100
0 $0
3 $4,299
103 $7,173
199 $27,701
48
Native
¢ Claim
Line* Dollar*
465 $86,369
71 $14,485
2 $7,336
28 $28,902
554 $41,010
1120 $178,102
264
Out of Stela
« Claim
Line* Dottar*
5 $409
0 0
0 0
0 0
831 $57,509
836 $57,918
78

FY97
17-21
f Claim
Une* Dollar*
494 $89,458
70 $14,770
0 $0
23 $29,108
470 $35,511
1,057 $168,847
270
Black
« Claim
Line* Dotar*
197 $27,243
37 $8,268
0 $0
1 $1,434
83 $3,431
318 $43,370
81
Total
¢ Claim
Lines Dollar*
1,681 $284,807
242 $50,843
2 $7,336
56 $67,479
1,313 $96,174
3,296 $506,639
843
1/12/90

22-30
¢ Claim
Line* Dotara
788 $134,592
108 $22,720
1 $3,108
30 $31,031
538 $39,098
1,465 $230,650
381
HUpenIC
¢ Claim
Line* DoMar*
77 $14,821
13 $2,875
0 $0
3 $5,187
33 $2,827
120 (25,690
37

Over 30
* Claim
Unea Dotar*
314 $45,844
52 $10,900
1 $4,228
2 $3,041
202 $14,391
571 $78.2'j3
143
Ovher
¢ Claim
Unea Dofter*
117 $20,319
14 $3,020
0 $0
1 $1,588
0 $6,953
228 $31,680
59

Total

¢ Claim
Ltnea

1,681

242

2

58

1,313

3,296

843

Total
¢ Claim
Line*
1,681
242

58
1,313
3.296
843

Dollarm
$284,807
$50,843
$7,336
$67,479
$98,174
$506,639

Dottar*
$284,607
$50,643
*7,336
$67,479
$96,174
$506,639
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March 3, 1998

The Honorable Representative Terry Martin
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol Room 427

Juneau, Alaska99801-1182

Dear Representative Martin:

You have raised several questions about some noted discrepancies regarding the data presented
by the Division in it’s FY97 Annual Report.

1. You have asked about the difference between the unduplicated eligibles for the State Only
Programs on page 23 of the FY97 Annual Report as compared to the number of GRM eligibles
shown on page 5 of the report The State Only Programs data on page 23 include the General
Relief Medical, Permanent Fund Dividend Hold Harmless and the Alaska Longevity Bonus

Hold Harmless programs.

2. You also asked what is included in the 887.8 Abortion X1X expenditure listed as FY97
Actuals on page 35 of the Annual Report; for example, would that amount include all costs
associated with the abortion? See the answer to question #3.

3. You have questioned the difference between the amount shown as abortion expenditures on
page 35 of the Annual Report compared to the document we previously provided you entitled
“Abortion Services by Category of Service FY97” which show a cost for abortions of 506.6.

There are several very important differences between the numbers presented in theses two
reports. The first difference revolves around the composition of the two numbers. The
“Abortion Services by Category of Service FY97” report is limited to expenditures which carry a
procedure or diagnosis code indicating abortion. Costs such as transportation, pharmacy,
laboratory or accommodation do not carry either an abortion procedure or diagnosis code and are
not included in the report The expenditures in the Annual Report are from the state accounting
system and includes a quarterly transfer of expenditures for the abortion client’s costs within 2
weeks of the abortion procedure from the related medicaid category of service to the GRM
Abortion XIX colocation code 956. These transfers were initiated a number of years ago as a
result of federal reviews of abortion services to limit the expenditure of federal funds around this

issue.

Attachment A-2



Representative Terry Martin
March 10, 1998
Page 2

The second difference is that the expenditure information presented in the Annual Report is
based upon the date that claims were paid. Therefore, in the Annual Report, the expenditure
information reflects all expenditures made during FY 97 irrespective of when the medical service
was provided. The expenditure information presented in the “Abortion Services by Category of
Service FY97” report is based upon the date the services were provided irrespective of when the
claims were actually paid. Across all medical assistance providers there is a lag on average of
from 1to 5 months from the date a service is provided until the claim is submitted by the
provider and paid by the medical assistance program. Therefore, the transfers noted in the
previous paragraph are based on date of service but made quarterly on the claims payment
Svstem. Which further distorts the difference between the numbers in the two reports.

Each report has been developed to serve specific purposes. Aj aresult the information between
the two is not very comparable. The Annual Report is designed to present information around
what did the Medical Assistance program pay for during the fiscal year. The Medical Assistance
program reports expenditures to the Alaska State Accounting System based upon the date that
claims were paid. Therefore, all claims paid during FY97 are reported as expenditures of FY97.
This allows for fast and timely comparison ofa fiscal year’s expenditures with the appropriation
for the same period. This is the perspective of from which most policy makers and reviewers

view die Medical Assistance program’s activities.

The “Abortion Services by Category of Service FY97” report generated each year is designed to
answer the question: during the fiscal year how many abortions were provided and at what cost?
This report takes a snapshot in time well after the close ofthe fiscal year. Therefore, most of the
expenditures reported were paid during FY97; but some ofthe expenditures were actually paid
from FY98. Again this is because we are counting the number of times that procedure or

diagnosis code occurred during a fiscal year.

4. What is the relationship of the number of 856 GRM eligibles listed od page 5 ofthe Annual
Report and the 843 number of unduplicated recipients listed on the abortion report we previously
provided you? The 856 GRM eligibles listed in the Annual Report does not include the 843

Medicaid clients receiving abortion services.

As a result of your questions the Division will be examining the transfer process and the criteria
used for opportunities to increase federal participation in some ofthese costs.

Bob Labbe
Director



Acc-t Cjttegory of Sorvfe*
TOW ,ALL MEDICAID SERVICES

GENERAL RELIEF MEDICAL
GRM HOSPITAL

900 Inpatient Hospital

905 Outpatient Hospital
TOTAL GRM HOSPITAL

930 GRM PHYSICIANS SERVICES
TOTAL GRM PHYSICIANS SERVICES

GRM OTHER SERVICES

939 GRM Other Services

940 Pharmaceuticals XIX

941 Pharmaceuticals GRM

942 Transportation

943 Dental Care XIX

944 Dental Care GRM

947 Pros Device-Medical Equipment
950 Independent Labs

95! Nursing Home Care

955 Family Planning

956 Abortion XIX

957 Sterilization (ALL OTHER)
958 Abortion GRM

TOTAL GRM OTHER SERVICES

989 TPL Recovery Contract
TOTAL TPL RECOVERY CONTRACT

TOTAL ALL GRM SERVICES
ALASKA LONGEVITY BONUS HOLD HARMLESS
790 ALB Hold Harmless

TOTAL ALB HOLD HARMLESS
PERMANENT FUND DIVIDEND HOLD HARMLESS
750 PFD Hold Harmless Non-Facility
760 PFD Hold'Harmless Facilities

TOTAL PFD HOLD HARMLESS

TOTAL MEDICAL ASSISTANCE

Attachment A2’

FY96 Actual*
328,276.2

1,113.8
0.2
1,114.0

1,080.4
1,080.4

0.0
0.0
394.7
91.7
0.0
35
19.2
16.3
(60.0)
2.8
654.8
23.2
48

1,151.0

16.3
16.3

3,361.7

29.4
29.4

122.8
390.0
512.8

330,180.1

FY97 Actual*

349,170.3

684.3
0.2
684.5

1.148.6
1,148.6

0.0
0.0
488.4
118.7
0.0
3.6
20.8
19.3
133

2.3
887.8
18.2

4.4
1.576.8

2.9
2.9

3.412.9

43.3
43.3

139.4
314.0
453 .4

353,079.8



FY
97
96
95
94
93
92
91
90
89
88
87
86
85
84
83
82
81
80
19
18
"7
16
15
14
13
12
/1
10
69

3/18/98

No. Recipients

GFM
856
7160
646
680
603
862
133
507
582

2,631
3,300

3,800
5,000

Medicaid
71,179
69,608
69,739
69,631
63,663
57,251
47,802
40,447
37,460
33,490
29,319
28,386
19,946

11,815
9,770

8,500
7,000

Medicaid Statistics

n
From DHSS Annual Reports*

Medicaid and General Relief Medical Sen/ices in Alaska

Abortion Costs

Title XIX
$8687,800
$654,800
$631,500
$592,800
$351,200
$359,700
$309,100
$314,400

GFM
$4,400
$4,800
$4,400
$1,500
$2,000
$4,800
$7,800
$7,800

Total
GRM Costs

$3,412,864
$3,361,700
$4,389,400
$7,466,400
$6,188,500
$5,820,600
$5,592,200
$6,067,238
$7,706,600
$9,225,355

$6,769,100
$6,213,100
$3,743,128
$2,881,213
$2,358,080
$2,576,457
$3,675,277
$7,028,462
$5,307,445
$3,250,159
$2,356,496

_*Does not include transportation or other costs

Abortion %
GRM Total

26%

20%

14%

8%

6%

6%

6%

5%

Total

Medicaid Costs
$349,170,283
$326,276,200
$295,926,800
$272.,977,600
$224,142,100
$200,596,400
$173,761,000
$146,799,100
$121,021,600

$39,218,437
$33,256,620
$38,811,695
$25,915,719
$18,608,568
$14 328,201
$9,320,753
$6,869,286
$4,447,219
Medicaid Starts

Abortions

Number Total Cost / FY

843
137
7103
649
§14
§52
823
626
129
463

*Includes transportation and other costs

$506,639
$487,101
$456,997
$308,989
$389,658
$398,434
$415,539
$370,818
$423,187
$210,207
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FY
97
96
95
94
93
92
91
90
89
38
3.7
86
85
84
83
82
81
80
19
18
"1
16
15
14
13
2
11
10
69

Medicaid and General Relief Medical Services in Alaska

From 1992 AnHit
Abortions Dental

‘Elective’ ‘Non-elective' GFm

$3,600
$3,500
$24,200

........... $19.900

$28,100

$20,100
877 1,167 $8,900
674 8§98  $27,200
7151 924

Medicaid Statistics

Denta

%GRM
0.11%
0.10%
0.55%
0.27%
0.45%
0.35%
0.16%
0.45%

[Cllasses  physicall/
hearing occupations Medical
therapy

aids

O O O O IODODO O

OO OO DO OO

Page 2

Prosthetic

$20,800
$19,200
$23,600
$14,100
$25,500
$22,400
$12,500
$27,300

Prosthetic
%GRM

0.61%
0.57%
0.54%
0.19%
0.41%
0.38%
0.22%
0.45%

Medicaid

Eligibles
87,977
87,159
86,445
83,920
78,418
69,286
57,251
49 622
46,090
44 872
4117559

22,952

—_ - _———

' % * *

Total Medical
353,079,800
330,180,200
300,981,100
281,099,300
231,033,500
208,008,100
182,582,900
155,092,695
130,630,500
109,526,900

92,899,200

22,351,696

11,034,251
9,678,712
8,017,103
1,028,462
5,307,445
3,250,159
2,356,496
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TONY KNOWLES. GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES P.O. BOX 110660

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-0660
PHONE: (907) 466-9355

DIVISION OF MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FAX: 1907)465-2204
April 22, 1998

The Honorable Terry Martin
Alaska House of Representative
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Martin:

| wanted to clarify the diagnosis code information provided to you on April 18th in the packet of
General Relief Medical Assistance materials delivered to your office, as it seems to be causing

some confusion.

The diagnosis codes were provided in order to allow legislators to review the conditions for
which clients apply to the program for treatment. Diagnosis codes are required on the claim
form submitted by the rendering provider in order to receive payment. The diagnosis codes are
at the discretion of the provider, and multiple diagnosis codes are frequent’/ submitted on a
single claim to describe all of the physical factors the provider feels appropriate in describing the
patient’s condition. Because multiple diagnosis codes are submitted for treatment of a single
patient, the number of diagnosis codes on the list exceeds the number of clients served by the

program.

I apologize for not having clearly explained this with the transmission of the diagnosis code
materials.

Sincerely,

Bob Labbe,
Director
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Abortions by Diagnosis

1 1 1
Unduplicatsd |[Claim
Diagnosis IOMcriptimi Rscipisnts |Lints
63590 |LEGAL ABORT UNCOMPL-UNSP 510| 2,478|
V617 JUNWANTEO PREGNANCY NEC 2331 349
635 iLEGALLY INOUCED ASORT10N 59| 59|
V2502 | INITIATE CONTRACEPT NEC 53 561
63592 |LEGAL ABORT UNCOMPL-COMP 451 561
6359 LEGAL ABORT UNCOMPLICAT 39j 931
30928 ADJ REACT-MIXED EMOTION 181 211
V2509 CONTRACEPTIVE MANGMT NEC 17 241
V259 CONTRACEPTIVE MANGMT NOS 17| 27
V724 PREG EXAM-PREG UNCONFIRM 15 15
V2549 CONTRACEPT SURVEILL NEC 10| 16
V2540 CONTRACEPT SURVHEILL NOS 9| Il*l
6561 RHESUS ISOIMMUNIZATION 61 10|
6352 1 1EGAL ABORT W PEL'/CAMAG | 41 4]
6260 labsence of menstruation 3| 7]
65641 m JINTRAUTER OEATHOELIVER 31 4|
V222 PREG STATE. INCIDENTAL 31 8|
V7283 OTH SPCF PREOP EXAM 2| 2!
V22 NORMAL PREGNANCY 2| 31
63572 LEG ABW COMPL NEC-COMP 2| 21
63790 AB NOS UNCOMPLICAT-UNSP 2 21
6350 LEGAL ABORTW PELMIC INF 2 31
6358 LEGAL ABORTWCOMPL NOS 1 31
63571 |LEG AB W COMPL NEC-INC 11 U
63500 (LEG ABORW PELVINF-UNSP 1 2|
6430 MLD HYPEREMESIS GRAVID 1i 2|
6268 (MENSTRUAL OISORDER NEC 11 2!
61610 IAGINITLIS NOS 1 1
41519 PULM BVBOL/INFARCT NEC 1
6351 [LEGAL ABORT W HEMORRHAGE 1 1
65963 |C~H AOVNCD MTRNLAGE ANT 1 2|
V4589 |POS'SURGICAL STATES NEC 1 n
V255 INSER TON OF IMPLANTABLE SUBOERMAL CONTR 1 2|
V2542 |IUO SURVEILLANCE 1 2
V2501 PRE CRIP-ORAL CONTRACEPT 1 3l
V242 ROUT POSTPART FOLLOWUP | H
6400 THREATENED ABORTION 1 n
7989 ; UNATTENDED DEATH 1 1
6371 1aBORT NOS W HEMORRHAGE n 2
65613 |rh isoimmunizat-antepart 1 li
65501 Jfetalcnsmalform-oeliv n n
6550 JFETAL CNS MALFORVATION 1 n
64003 |THREAT ABORT ANTEPARTUM OR POSTPARTMUM 1 U
6387 laTTEMP ABORTWCOMPLNEC U 31
63791 1AB NOS UNCOVPLICAT-INC 1 2
6379 IABORTION NOS UNCOMPLICAT 1 un
n 1

99553 JCHILD MALTREATMENT SYNOROVE
I'M Vloi®i 3y %

—_—

e



GRM

FY97 Eligibles 856
Race White
Distribution Black
Hispanic

Asian

L'rsknown

Alaska Name
Pacific Islander
American Indian

21-44
45-64
15-20

Age

Anchorage
Fairbanks

Wasilia

Juneau

Palmer

North Pole
Soldotna

Ketchikan

Sitka

Homer & Eagle River
Kodiak & Bis Lake

Eligibles
by location

Expenditure by Physician
Category of Service Hospital
Pharmacy

Other

Transportation
Nursing Home

Exoenditures S:>.412..'04 5l

A ttachment A-5

“4qn
4%

3%:
2L}
. >
el

1)

6 Isu
}b“,
2%

46%
11%
S°,
4"
41,
3%.

»

oo

1°,
i%.

41°.,
34%
15%
6%
3%
1%

PFDHH
764

White

Alaska Native
Black

Asian

Hispanic
American Indian
Unknown

21-44
45-64
65t
15-20
6-14
1-5

Anchorage
Fairbanks
Wasilla
Palmer
Emmonak
Kodiak
Kipnuk
Togiak
Nunapitchuk
Delta Junction
Soldotna

Nursing Home
Hospital

Physician

Pharmacy

Mental Health Clinics
Other

Transportation

S453.441.69

47%
42%
4%
2%
2%
1%
1%

75%
13%
5%
3%
2%
1%

25%
7%
6%
5%
2%
2%
2%
2%
2%
2%
2%

65%
13%
9%
5%
3%
3%
2%

Medicaid
87.977

White

Alaska Native
Black

Hispanic

Asian

Unknown
Pacif: [slander
American Indian

21-44
6-14
1-5
15-20
0

65-
45-64

Anchorage
’ Fairbanks
Wasilla
Juneau
Palmer
Ketchikan
Kenai
Soldotna
North Pole
Kodiak
Homer

Hospital

. Physician
! Nursing Home
Physician

Mental Health Clinics
o1 Other
: Pharmacy
Waivers
EPSDT
Transportation

S349.17Q.2S3.5™

45%
37%
6%
4%
3%
2%
2%
1%

27%
24°0
19%
10%
7%
6%
6%

34%
7°0
5%
3",

%
%
2%
2%,
2%,
2%'

1°,

34°.
r%
12%
17%
10%
3%
"%
5%
4%
3%



D efining M edical A ssistance

T heDivision of Medical Assistance, within Alaska's Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS).
administers programs that are designed to help residents meet their medical needs: Medicaid and General
Relief Medical (GRM). The Permanent Fund Dividend'Hold Harmless (PFDHH) and the Alaska

Longevity Bonus Hold Harmless ’\SIALBHH) programs are also available to he{ﬁeMedlcald recipients maintain

Medicaid eliqibility. While the GRM, PFDHH and ALBHH programs are vital to the health care of many Alaskans,

this report will emphasize the Medicaid program as it serves more people and requires greater expenditures.

Overview of Medical Assistance

Medicaid IS an “entitlement program” created by the federal
government, but administered by the state, to provide payment for
medical services for low-incom-Citizens. People qualify forMedicaid
by me_etln?_ federal income -.nd asset standards and b{ flt_tlnt% into a
specified e |P|b|||ty. Undler fecleral rules, DHSS has alithority to limit
Services as fong s the services provided are adequate in “amount,
duration, and scope™ to satisfy the recipient's medical nees.

Medicaid began as a program to pay for health care for poor peoPIe
who were unable to work, It covered the aged, the blind, the
disabled, and single parent families, Over the %_ears, Medicaid has
expanded to cover more people. For instance, children and pregnant
women may_quaI!iK under higher income limits and without asset
limits. Families with unemployed parents may qualify, and families
who lose regular Family Medicaid because a parent feturns to work
may continue to be covered for up to one year.

There have also been changes in the e||g|b1||t¥_ rules for people
who_need the level of care provided in an institution, such as a
nursing home. Now, most Alaskans who need — but cannot afford
— this expensive care may qualify for Medicaid. Inaddition, recent
changes within the Alaska Medicaid program give some people
who need an institutional level of care the opportunity to stay at
home to receive that care.

General ReliefMedical (GRM) 15 a 100% state-funded medical
assistance proPram that pays for a very limited amount of health
care services for very low ‘income adults who do not qualify for
Medicaid. Covered services include limited inpatient hospital Stays
and prescription drugs for individuals with certain chronic illnesses.

The Alaska Legislature created the permanent Fund Dividend
h jld Harmless program (PFDHH) to protect those Medicaid

clients who would lose their eligibility as a result of / «ceipt or
retention of the Permanent Fund Dividend. Receipt t & PFD

Attachment A -6

How it works

Eligibility for Medicaid is determined by the
Division of Public Assistance according to.
federal and state rules. The case worker will
look at age, income, ass ets, disability status,
and other factors to determine what
eligibility category will work. Once
determined eligible, the individual will be
assigned a unique identification number and
issued a Medicaid coupon, which contains
information on removable labels. For the .
most part, recipients are able to choose their
own health care provider, but before
Medicaid will pay the medical bill, the
provider must be enrolled with the Medicaid
program. When services are provided, the
enrolled provider removes one of the labels
and sticks it on a special claim form. Some
providers are also able to submit claims
electronically. All prescription drug claims .
are submitted electronically. Before .
Medicaid reimburses the provider, a claim
review is done to make sure the claim fitsj
within acceptable medical and ft*?*"
guidelines. Reimbursement rate”~roif
physicians and other private praeti*
providers are established according to i=J
methodology that assigns a relative vahie to j
the service provided. Hospital and nursing ,
home rates are established by a special rate ’
setting commission. Except for established
recipient cost sharing amounts, providers
must*agree to accept the Medicaid rate a* »
full reimbursement and not require

recipient to pay more,

Division of Medical Assistance



GENERAL RELIEF MEDICAL (GRM)
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

< A person with a monthly income of less than S300 and less than $500 in assets.

e A person with an immediate need for medical care fora terminal illness, chemotherapy treatment for
cancer, or a chronic condition such as diabetes, a seizure disorder, chronic mental illness, or
hypertension, and therapeutic abortions.

WHAT SERVICES ARE COVERED?

e Hospital, nursing home care, physician services, laboratory, x-rays, prescription drugs, medical
transportation, and outpatient surgical center services.

« Physician services are limited to 12 visits per year and hospitalization is limited to  eight days per
year.

A GRM recipient must pay $50 per day up to amaximum of $200 per hospital admission, and $1
copayment on each prescribed drug or medical supply item.

DEMOGRAPHICS OF THE GRM PROGRAM

e 79% are White, 9% are Black, 3% are Hispanic- Ulhhappened! To Natives rccenjin? abovTio

J 30 %

e 53% arc male

e 61% are between the ages of 21 and 44; 36% are between the ages of 45 and 64.

e 44% reside in Anchorage, 13% in Fairbanks, 7200 in Wasilla, 4% each in Juneau and Palmer.

[Y97 EXPEINDITURES

Hospital $ 6845

Physician $1,148.6

Other services S1.579.3
TOTAL $3,412.9 * 7?0C5 ThiS i»C.ludC hol<f harmless $4 f

Prepared by the Division of Medical Assistance February 27, 1998
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Applicable Statutes:
AS 47.25.230. Persons Liable For Support and Burial.

rson sh rted while living and upgn h|| n
e Sosescﬁl\dbreer?ufB%Peﬁ%g rane ﬂta du 8ch%re% Sora |b|n aEdecet
ro lii y em hve t 50, In the dern Ver
er on S ened 0 n directe hede artmen
enee rson urlals all reim ﬁjrse hestat ora
e glelt eré]estateora unicipality for the reli

unl | afor (§we unds ex n for
urla 3) t[e/ (yiPers?n and these Interest and costs may be recovereg by the
st teoramummp Iity of the state in acivil action.

If, during the continuance of allowance the department ascertains that a person liable fo
H %tofterc lent 0 B? dp o[]et?wS ﬁp

ort an the rec ngen est V%calm ' easastancea amF

mone Wi hlnterest to the reciplent, oget er Wlt ecosts and disbursements of {1

Vi essa cae support
uses Og‘lent ana tre c‘%er onafage 0rt e dred %(? % Ipp
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AS 47.25.240. Action Against Person Liable For Care of Recipient.
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April 23, 1998
Dear Senators:

Older Persons Action Group supports the Alaska Commission on Agircrs
resolution 98-10, "In support ofthe Genera/ ReliefMedical Program

W e urge you to seriously consider restoration of Irese funds to meet tre
most immediate needs of Alaska’s poorest adults snd children.

Sincerely,
OPAG

[ MCIced L.dliyUull
Vice-President

Enclosure: Resolution 98-10

APR-23-93 THU 9:50 AK
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Alaska Commission on Aging

RESOLUTION 9S-10

In supportofthe General ReEefM edical Program

WHEREAS, adversity can come to any ofus, when  least expect it, caurir.? =3to experience
extreme and unforeseen physical and/or mental illoess and financial hardship; aod

WHEREAS, the Alaska Department of Health and Social Services General Relief Medical
program serves as a modest source of immediately necessary medical assistance +r the poorest
of ill adult Alaskans who do not have children at home; and

WHEREAS, these Alaskans ae affected by such cocctons as diabetes, mental Chess,
hypertension, heart disease, cancer, seizure disorders, accident injuries, and ciroric alcoholism,
and many are awaiting disability determinations; and

WHEREAS, if the General Relief Medical program were deleted, many of these extremely
vulnerable Alaskans would inevitably experience medical Cl1S€S prompting cody emergency
room care and hospitalizanan—expenses to be bans: as charity care by Alaska’s community
hospitals and medical community,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that die Alaska Commission on Aging urges the Alaska
Legislature to dSSUIE that a medical safety net is retains; to meet the most imrtvcTP medical
needs of the poorest of Alaskan adults without children at home.

Adopted this 21st day of April, 1998.

Donald rccver. Chair
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REPUBLICAN PARTY OF ALASKA
DISTRICT 35
Mrs. Debbie Joslin, Chairwom an
PO Box 377, Delta Junction, AK 99737

(907) 895-4565 phone/fax

dijosUn@ juno.com

April 23, 1998

Members o f Senate Finance Committee

Do S

| am writing to encourage you to vote to eliminate the General R eliefMedical Program in
SB 229, the state operating budget.

Our sate is in a situation which calls for setting priorities in spending. The money saved
by eliminating GRM could be much better spent in other areas At atime when money is
tight, it makes no sense spending money on elective abortions when a majority o fthe
citizens o fthis state are against government funded abortions. Perhaps a better way to
spend some o fthat money would be to spend it on abstinence training.

Elective abortions paid for with state funds is bad businessfor the state o f Alaska and
mighty expensive birth control!

Sincerely,


mailto:dijosUn@juno.com
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OLDER PERSONS ACTION GROUP, Inc.

325E. 3rd Ave., #300

Anchorage, AK 99501-2606

E)O? 276-1059 gToII free 000-178-1059
AX (907) 278-0724

ftt:o/
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April 15, 1997 -to A
To All Legislators for the Slate of Alaska

Dear Legislators:

The health ofour state depends on the health of ALL of its residents, therefore to reduce the General
ReliefMedical (GRM) program that provides health services to almost 1,700 of Alaska's poorest and

sickest residents, is ur conscionable.

To qualify for this program a person must be an Alaskan resident, have a monthly income of less than
$300 and no more then $500 In assets, and have a major medical need and no the way to pay.

The General Relief Medical then will pay inpatient hospital care up to 8 days as prescribed by a

doctor, transportation for hospital, pregnancy related or nursing home care. Also, GRM will pay for
12 doctor visits per year for terminally or chronically ill and drugs and medical supplies for treating

terminal or chronic ill."esses.

Please take into consideration this urgent request.

Sincerely,

Thelma Langdcn
Legislative Committee

TL/cc

Distributed by Senator Johnny Ellis

APE-15-98 WED 12:02 PM



ALASKA STATE

H ospital & N ursing H ome

ASSOCIATION

April 20,1998

Senator Drue Pearce, Co-Chair
Senator Bert Sharp, Co-Chalr
Senate Finance Committee
Alaska State Leqislature
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Pearce and Sharp:

The Alaska State HosPitaI and Nursing Home Association FASHNHA) IS strongly
opposed to the elimination 0 fundln%for General Relief Medical that pays the medical” ™ |
expenses for the poorest of the poor Alaskans. These people are chronically or terminally il
and have no other source of health care coverage and require immediate medical care.

It is our belief that these people who now receive very limited health care services
and do not qualify for Medicaid, will'end up costing the health care system far more by not
receiving ongoing care and instead be forced to usé cosily Emergency Room services.

. ASHNHA urges you to reconsider your decision to eliminate funding for this
indigent population.

Sincerely,

Laraine L. Derr
President/CEQ

319 Skward Street #11 ¢ Juneau, AK 99801 « (907) 586-1790 « Fax (907) 463-3573
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MEMORANDUM RECEIVED
Date: April 15, 1998

To: All Legislators for the State of Alaska

From: Celeste Benson NN

To reduce the General ReliefMedical (GRM) program that provides health services
to almost 1,700 of Alaska’s poorest and sickest residents, is unconscionable.

The health of cur state depends on the health of ALL its residents.
To Qualify a person must:
» Dbe an Alaskan resident

» have a monthly income of less than $300 and no mere than $500 in assets
» have a major medical need and no other way to pay

GRM will pay:
inpatient hospital care up to 8 days as prescribed by a doctor
transportation for hospital, pregnancy related or nursing home care

%
»

> 12 doctor visits per year for terminally or chronically ill

> drugs and medical supplies for treating terminal or chronic illnesses

PLEASE FUND HIE GRM PROGRAM!

Post-tT brand iax transmittal memo 7671 *otpme«* |

&LIUN -~ (m im M
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1
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APR-15-98 WED 11:55 AM



April 13, 1998

Senator Drue Pearce
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator,
Several items for which | ask your support:

1. Support the bills that would provide health insurance for children and pregnant
women. This makes good sense for all by preventing serious health problems.
Please don’t be tempted to cut the part for pregnant women: good prenatal health care

for the mother is vitally important for the baby.

2. Support funding for general relief medical. This is the last resort for people who
have no other options. It is a small amount in the overall budget but makes a
significant difference for the people that need it

3. Support funding for the Women & Children’s Residential Program operated by
Fairbanks Native Association. This is a very successful treatment program, one that is
unfortunately very needed in this state. They treat women & and their children for
alcohol and substance abuse, and help them return to their communities to lead sober
and productive lives. They need operating funds ($600,000) and capital funds
($750,000) to purchase the building they use. Federal dollars established the
program, and have shown how successful it can be. Now the State needs to take over

supporting this program.
Thank you for supporting children and others in need.

Sincerely,

Cliciyi rxeefjd a
PO Box 74898
Fairbanks AK 99709
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April 13, 1998

Dear Legislators,

I am writing to encourage you to fimd Smart Start legislation that Governor Knowles has
proposed. | want to strengthen substance abuse treatment for women & children. As anurse |
realize that prevention ofalcohol & drug abuse is very important. We need to help the families
affected by this illness of alcoholism or the use of mind altering substances will continue into the

next generation.

| believe it is very cost effective to provide comprehensive services to pregnant women and to
women with dependent children who are abusing alcohol and other substances. The FNA Women
& Children’s Residential Treatment Center (WCRP) in Fairbanks Alaska, is such a substance
abuse treatment center and needs state funding to continue its services.

Alaska needs many more such programs for women and children. Funding programs for women
and children will lead to a savings for the future. While mothers are in treatmentprograms,
problems that they may be experiencing can be remediated with case management of family
counseling, mouta) health assessment and counseling, play therapy, medical/dental screenings and

assessments, nutritional screenings etc.

Preventing alcohol and other diugs affected infants is a priority as children with neurological
problems due to toxic substances their mother used before they were born can not be cured. The
damage to the brain is permanent yet it is preventable for other fetus ,a by helping young women
before conception and other mothers to be who use substances to get into treatment prior to any
damage to the unborn child. Prevention is less costly than dealing with damaged individuals for a

lifetime.

After the damage early intervention programs such as WCRP are very necessary. The best way
to help drug exposed children is to help their mothers recover ft n addiction. At WCRP they
concentrate treatment on both abstinence from drugs and successful parenting. They realize that
for the mother to recover, caring for her children needs to be a part of the recovery process,
WCRP provides a culturally appropriate environment to support the mothers success in both
treatment and parenting. Please strengthen your support for substance abuse treatment for
woman and children by supporting Smart Start and WCRP,

Louisa B. Risaraoto, RN

WOE: 8 NOW 86-8:
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Senate Finance Committee 22 April 98
Attn.: Senator Drue Pearce
(907)465-3872

Regards: Proposed cuts in the General Relief Medical fund

Dear Drue:

| am writing this letter in opposition to the 8r0 0sed cuts in the GRM
fund, | had to use this fund in the Fall of 1997 and it kept me alive.
As you know, | developed Aids at that time and was unable to work,
and " was therefore unable to pay my health insurance as | had no
income. | needed a_ lot of medical attention and expensive drugs in
order to tum this disease around. | was eventually able to obtain
my medical needsthrough other sources  but would  probably not

have made it if notfor GRM.

As a lifelong Republican, 1 can certainly understand, and even agree
overall, with being fiscally conservative.However, as a Christian, |
believe that we “have a moral |m,oerat|ve tohelp those that are
unable to help themselves, especially the sick and poor. To do
otherwise is to be not only morally ‘irresponsible, but evil.

Wc have $23 billion in the Permanent Fund.  Perhaps it is time to
take a look at using a small portion of these earnings to establish
endowments to fund programs such as the GRM in orderto assure
future generations of this minimum of safety nets and our own place
in history as a morally responsible people.

Sincerely:

Michael P. %Bruno) Hughes
PO Box 230072

Anchorage, AK  99523-0072
345-3635  phone/fax

cc. Sen. Jerry Ward
Rep. Joe Green
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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR
State of Alaska

EO, Box 240249 + Anchorage, Alaska 9952* 0249 * Phone: 907-269-8990 « Fax; 907-269-8995

April 22, 1998

Senator Dine Pearce
Room 518

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Pearce:

The House has passed a version of the Operating Budget that cuts all funding for the
General Relief Medical program (GRM), Now it is up to the Senate to reinstate funding
for this program, which provides medical sendees to some of the poorest and sickest
Alaskans, The Governor's Council on Disabilities and Special Education is concerned
about the welfare of these citizens if payments for medical services are eliminated. We
join with the Mental Health Trust Authority and the Governor’s Advisory Board on
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse in reiterating our concern about tire effects of zeroing-out

GRM funding.

The GRM provides health services to some 1,700 Alaskans. Over half of these people
depend on GRM for emergency and chronic care. The program provides payment for
treatment of chronic physical and mental illnesses, such as chemotherapy, prescribed
medical supplies, and short-term hospitalization. To be eligible for GRM assistance, a
person has to earn less than S300 a month and have less than $500 in assets. If GRM
services arc eliminated, nearly 900 of Alaska's most needy citizens will be unable to

receive necessary medical care.

The Council urges the Senate Finance Committee to continue funding of the General
Relief Medical program. GRM has existed since 1953 to provide medical care for low-
income Alaskans who do not qualify for Medicaid or other programs. Without GRM
funding, hospitals and other care-providers would be forced to absorb the costs of these
services themselves, which could impact medical prices across the board. The Council
hopes the Senate will not be willing to deny $3.5 million‘in medical care to the poorest

Alaskans for treatment of chronic illnesses.

Ernie Dummaim
Legislative Liaison
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Alaska Native Health Board

4201 Tudor Centre Dr., Suite 105 Phone: (907) 562-6006
Anchorage, Alaska .99508 FAX: (907) 563-2001

April 16, 1998 -

WS- .
« Senator Robin Taylor  /m2-2-
Senator Drue Pearce  g«to-
Senator Mike Miller
Senator Sean Parnell-
Senator Johnny Ellis

Dear Senate Judiciary Committee Members: . ¢ .

| art,writing on behalf of the Alaska Native Health Board to urge your support for House Bill '
189, which has been languishing in your committee for most of this session; This proposed
legislation would help reduce both the appeal of tobacco products and access to these
products by youth by eliminating self-service tobacco displays in almost all retail locations;

.Such legislation has broad public support for the following reasons:" .+ m

« . Self-service tobacco displays greatly increase the likelihood of shoplifting. The 1995 Youth
Risk Behavior Survey found that 18.6% of Alaskan middle school students.who smoke
reBorted that their most common source of cigarettes is to steal them. With last year's
tobacco price increase, the problem has n<? doubt gotten worse.

+ Putting tobacco products behind the counter forces the customer to ask the clerk for the
product. This interaction increases the likelihood that the clerk will ask for 1.D. In addition,
»some .kids will not have the nerve to ask for tobacco products at all. »

» Self-service displays are designed to promote the.use of tobacco products, the leading
‘cause of death in this..country. They often use images that are especially enticing to youth..

Another benefit of HB 189 is that it removes the loophole in state law.that currently allows
young clerks to sell tobacco to other kids without, risk of penalty.

| have spoken with many legislators of both parties and found unanimous support for this
common-sense hill. Please pass it out of your committee as soon as possible. .

Sincerely,

Cnne Marie Holeo o+
Smokeless States'ProJect Manager

ALEUTIAN/PRIBII.OP ISLANDS ASSOCIATION ' NORTON SOUND I-EALTH CORPORATION

mBRISTOL BAY AREA HEALTH CORPORATION METLAKATLA INDIAN COMMUNITY selLdoviavillage tribe
CHUGACHMIUT mt sanford tribal consortium ® ' SOUTHCENTRAL FOUNDATION .
COPPER RIVER NATIVE ASSOCIATION NATIVE VILLAGE OF EKLUTMA SOUTHEAST ALASKA REGIONAL HEALTH CONSORTIUM
EASTERN ALEUTIAN-TRIBES NATIVE VILLAGE OF TYONEK . TANANA CH.EFS CONFERENCE
KODIAK AREA NATIVE ASSOCIATION NINILCHIK TRADITIONAL COUNCIL ' ¢ YUKON-KUSKOKWIM HE' -TH CORPORATION

MAMI'LAG ASSOCIATION NORTH SLOPE BOROUGH' *VALDEZ NATIVE TRIBE



7050 Serenity Circle
Anchorage, AK 99502-1848
Phone: 907-243-9229

April 14, 1998

Senator Drue Pearce
Senate

State Capitol, Room 518
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: HB 201

Dear Senator Pearce:

We would like to let you know nf our opposition to HB 201. We understand the
desire to consolidate state programs, however, we believe that DHSS is not
equipped to handle this task. DPA Director Jim Nordlund testified to this effect
on April 14, 1998, at the House HESS committee hearing, and we support his

position.

If it is the legislature’s intent to consolidate Alaska’s child care programs, then we
want you to know that we would support consolidation under the Department of
Community and Regional Affairs. DCRA, in reality, administers Alaska’s child
care program, and it would only make sense to continue the program there.

Sincerely,

M juUx

David P. Newell and Theresa Doolen
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Honorable Senator Drue Pearce

Please support MB 234. As a nurse | see the many unmet medical needs. People
gel denied glasses, dental care, hearing aids etc. Mistakes are made taking medication
because people can't see to read the label, health deteriorates from improper diets because
they can not chew related to dental needs, inability to hear impacts how well they are able
to follow through with medical and every day care needs. HB 234 is a step in the right
direction to prioritze medical funding. There are greater needs in our communities that
will affect the daily health and well being of people. Pass IIB 234. Thank-you

Respectfully
Jean Dore J3SN CRRN
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-e065 PHONE NO. : 9075575125

KONGIGANAK TRADITIONAL COUNCIL

P.O. BOX 5069

KONGIGANAK, ALASKA 99559
(907)557-5225/5226
VAX <907)557-5224

April 21/ 1998

Fax Note 7671 Do porjliek J)_
br.Dnu:.
J
Senator Drue Pearce
Alaska State Legislature PhOne* ~ /
State Capitol tMS 3100) O NGS - W w37 —e r) LS
Juneau, Alaska 99001-1102 ¢S - )
SUBJECT: VPSO SALARY [INCREASE
Dear Senator Pearce,
We write this letter to request your support for our Village

Public Safety O fficer's (VPSO) salary increases within the State
of Alaska.

As you know, VPSO's are the first responders to all crimes and
emergency situations in rural Alaska. VPSQO's are wusually the
only trained source of Jlaw enforcement in the villages and
residents rely on them daily and expect them to respond quickly.

In addition to law enforcement, 9earch and rescue, medical
emergency, fire suppression and prevention, more responsibilities
are being placed on VPSO's as a result of new Legislative laws.
They will soon be responsible for Sex Offender registration.

If the need arises, they wi.ll call the Alaska State Troopers,
whose response time can vary from several hours to several days.
During this time, VPSO's are expected to stabilize the situation,
most often putting their lives at risk, as they are not allowed
to carry weapons and most VPSO's do not have another officer to
back them wup.

Since the inception of the program, VPSO'b have been grossly
underpaid. Tho starting salary for VPSO's is $11,98 and the
turnover rat« is high. Consequently, their morale is low and this
causes additional wunnecessary stress. VPSO's arc qualifying for
food stamps, energy assistance, and welfare assistance. The3e
programs arc available to those in need.



FROM

: =e065 PHONE NO. : 9075575125

Senator FEearce
April 21, 1999

Page Two

For many years, we have tried to convince the State of Alaska
that an increase in funding is needed for a salary incroase,
VPSO's are not State employees, yet they work hand in hand with
the Department of Public Safety. The VPSO program has saved the
State of Alaska massive amounts of money by contracting with non-
profit organjrations, whereby, providing quality public safety to
the residents of Alaska.

The t.imt is long overdue for our VPSO's to be recognized,
respected and valued by the State of Alaska. Again.- wo ask for
your support to provide our VPSO's a livable wage.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

KONOTOANAK TRADITIONAL COUNCIL

Sr.
President

P02



_ March , 1998
Dear Legislators,

|fyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | amaresident ofKenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin, | have, heard that we as a community are seén by many
Ieglls,la_tors 8 a controversial area, but even so, we are inneed ofyourhelpin
obtaining anew elementary building for our public school childrén. Our school is
resently number six on the-CIP construction ljst and slotted for the second year
FFY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels propasal.
We are’not logking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like .
comfortable sized Classrooms, Rre areas, a multi-média room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms. . »

Our present buildings are verY old and are difficult to repetitiously
mahtaia For example; Every year, for ar least thiee weeks, these bn. dings are
without running water (toilets, Sinks, dnnklnrq fountains are out of order). During
this year's freeZe, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildéw
that no one wanted to enter, Also, this building's fumace Sounds like it is ﬂomg t0
co;o through the roof every time t fires up. This noise is common place to those™
ccupying the building, but we wonder|ust how much longer it can last and how it
will dlig Sw,opefully quietly). In the fall months there's always an infestation of
voles. Thisyear was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their J)resence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes,

Currentlg, hoth buildings have entrances blocked by hUﬁ? Pools of water
caused by poor drainage due toa large snowfall and warm Wweatner. Granted this is
aFrobIem most everyone is dealing With, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem We endure every year. ,

We are constant| hearl\%; fiom Juneau that our children are one of our
State's most |mPortant ets. We don't have man¥ children in our commumg(, but
they arejust as Important s other children in this state. Right now they are béing
houseﬂ in unsafe, unstrable and unsanlta_ry conditions. PleaSe do what you can to
push through funding for our school facifities.



IMt 1998

Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school constrnction/maintenancc, please do so. |am aresident of Kenny Lake, part
of the Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running v/ater (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out o f order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools o f water
caused |y poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they arejust as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and ursanitary conditions, Please do what you can to

push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,

"Jfeth' ~bHfr



_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote nn funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. 1am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
of the Copp. rRiver Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CiP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Xnowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

,Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repctitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out o f order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common, place to those
occupying the biriMing, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it:
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm.weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazaidously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they arejust as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through fundng for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



. March , 1998
Dear Legislators,

|fyou are ever in aposition to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am aresident of Kenny Lake, pan
of the Copper River Basin, | have heard that we as a community are seén by many
legislators asa controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour helpin-
obtaining a new elementary bUIIdlng for our public school childrén. Our schoal is
resently number six on the-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not logking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would ljke
comfortahle sized Classrooms, Rre areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms. N N
. .Our present buildings axe very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example; Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
withuut running water (toiletscsinks, drlnkmrq fountains are out of order). During
this year's freeZe, ore set ofbathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
Jiat no one wanted to enter. Also/this building's furnacg Sounds like . is going to
go through the roof every time it fires up. This noise is common place to those™
0ceU yln the building, but we wonderI]TL]Jst how much longer it can last and how it
will e%_opeﬂ r1y quietly). In the fall months there’s always an Infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not onl¥was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out ofbox.es
Currently, hoth buj! 'inss have entrances blocked bwgu%e Pools of water |
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
e“)roblem mo% everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem We encure every year. ,
~“We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State's most important aSsets. WC don't have many children in our community, but
they are|ust as Important as other clifjdren in this state, nghtzlowthey are béing
ho seﬂ in unste, unstrable and nsalnlta_ conditions. Pleade do what you can to
push through funding for our school facifities.

Sincerely,
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Dear Legislators,

if you are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. lama residentof Kenny Lake, part
of the Copper River Basin. | have heard that wc as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently nv mber six on the*CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; wc would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Eveiy year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like itis goingto
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common pLce to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Cunently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
aproblem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly nearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitak/ conditions. Please do what you can to

push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,
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Dear Legislators,

|f you are ever ina position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
of the Copper River Basin, | have heard thar we as a community are seén by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are inneed ofyour helpin
obtaining anew elementary building for our public school childrén. O'tr school is

resently number six on the*CEP construction list and slotted for the second year
FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and :n Governor Knowels_Eroposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full s~e gyms; we u-ould like
comfortable sized Classrooms, reg areas, a multi-média room, a small multi-
purpose room and working hathrooms. N
..Our present buildings are very old and are difficulf to rcpetjiiqusly

maintain. For example; Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, Sinks, drlnklnrq fountains are out of order). During
this year's freeze, one set ofbathrooms smeled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that ho one wanted to enter, Also.-this building's furnacg Sounds like it is ﬁomg t0
0o through the roof every time it fires up. This noise is common place to those™
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die w_opefully wetly&. In the fall months there's always an infestation of
voles. This year ies extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not oniy Was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes,

Currently, hoth buildings have entrances blocked by huge Pools of water .
caused by poor drainage due t0 a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problerh most everyone is dealing With, but entrance ramps are hazardously
sllppe%va problemvveendure_everly e, ,

~“We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our. children are one of our
State's most important assets. We don't have m_an¥ children in our community, but
they arejust as Important as other children in this state, Right now they are héing
housed in unsafe, Unstable and unsanitary conditions. PleaSe o what you can to

push through funding for our school facilities.
Sincerely,.
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Dear Legislators,
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We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-madia room, a small multi-
purpose room and working baCrooms, N N

_.Our present buildings are verr old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example; Every year, for at least three weeks, these bulldings are
without running water (toilets, Sinks, drmka fountains are out of order). During
this year's freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter, Also,"this building's fumace Sounds like itis %omg t0
0o through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place o those™
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
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voles. This'year was extrémely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not onl¥was
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caused by poor drainage due to g large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
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