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PETITION AGAINST 
SENATE BILL 36 ' M '  * 79 %«PR ,  g

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OBJECT TO SENATE BILL 33.
THIS BILL IS UNJUST AND PROMOTES ONE CLASS OF PEOPLE OVER 
ANOTHER. THESE DEDUCTIONS TO OUR RURAL SCHOOLS WILL HARM 
OUR CHILDREN FOR GENERATIONS. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO PROVIDE 

" QUALITY EDUCATION IN THE RURAL AREAS WITHOUT ADEQUATE 
AND APPROPRIATE FUNDING.

TO TAX PEOPLE WHO ARE ALREADY LIVING BELOW THE POVERTY 
'LEVEL is TO BE IGNORANT OF THF.j REALITY THAT EXISTS IN RURAL 
ALASKA. TO FURTHER PUNISH RURAL ALASKANS BY TAKING AWAY 
MUCH NEEDED EDUCATIONAL FUNDING PROMOTES AND WIDENS THE 
GAP BETWEEN THE “HAVES” AND “THE HAVE NOTS”.

SB 36 WILL DOOM GENERATIONS OF RURAL CHILDREN TO A LIFE OF 
EDUCATIONAL SHORTCOMINGS AND THE INABILITY TO COMPETE 
EQUALLY FOR JOBS AND SCHOLARSHIPS.

WE STAND UNITED AGAINST SB 36 AND URGE THE ALASKA 
L ^ f L / m W .  to  crTAND WITH RURAL ALASKA AND DEFEAT THI
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SENATE BILL 36
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OBJECT TO SENATE BILL 36. 
THIS BILL IS UNJUST AND PROMOTES ONE CLASS OF PEOPLE OVER 
ANOTHER. THESE REDUCTIONS TO OUR RURAL SCHOOLS WILL HARM 
OUR CHILDREN FOR GENERATIONS. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO PROVIDE 
QUALITY EDUCATION IN THE RURAL AREAS WITHOUT ADEQUATE 
AND APPROPRIATE FUNDING.

TO TAX PEOPLE WHO ARE ALREADY LIVING BELOW THE POVERTY 
LEVEL IS TO BE IGNORANT OF THE REALITY THAT EXISTS IN RURAL 
ALASKA. TO FURTHER PUNISH RURAL ALASKANS BY TAKING AWAY 
MUCH NEEDED EDUCATIONAL FUNDING PROMOTES AND WIDENS THE 
GAP BETWEEN THE “HAVES” AND “THE HAVE NOTS”.

SB 36 WILL DOOM GENERATIONS OF RURAL CHILDREN TO A LIFE OF 
EDUCATIONAL SHORTCOMINGS AND THE INABILITY TO COMPETE 
EQUALLY FOR JOBS AND SCHOLARSHIPS.

WE STAND UNITED AGAINST SB 36 AND URGE THE ALASKA 
L ^ r U T W E .  Tn STAND WITH RURAL ALASKA AND DEFEAT THIS
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PETITION AGAINST 
SENATE BILL 36 APR . g 79.9a

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OBJECT TO SENATE BILL 36.
THIS BILL IS UNJUST AND PROMOTES ONE CLASS OF PEOPLE OVER 
ANOTHER. THESE REDUCTIONS TO OUR RURAL SCHOOLS WILL HARM 
OUR CHILDREN FOR GENERATIONS. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO PROVIDE 
QUALITY EDUCATION IN THE RURAL AREAS WITHOUT ADEQUATE 
AND APPROPRIATE FUNDING.

TO TAX PEOPLE WHO ARE ALREADY LIVING BELOW THE POVERTY 
LEVEL IS TO BE IGNORANT OF THE REALITY THAT EXISTS IN RURAL 
ALASKA. TO FURTHER PUNISH RtjlRAL ALASKANS BY TAKING AWAY 
MUCH NEEDED EDUCATIONAL FUNDING PROMOTES ANQ WIDENS THE 
GAP BETWEEN THE "HAVES” AND “THE HAVE NOTS".

SB 36 WILL DOOM GENERATIONS OF RURAL CHILDREN TO A LIFE OF 
EDUCATIONAL SHORTCOMINGS AND THE INABILITY TO COMPETE 
EQUALLY FOR JOBS AND SCHOLARSHIPS.

WE STAND UNITED AGAINST SB 36 AND URGE THE ALASKA 
L^ITLATUPf. STAND WITH RURAL ALASKA AND DEFEAT THIS
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
Please enter into tn» record my testimony to the

committee name

committee on £ - 5 H £ >  0 6  f J T S V ' }

biJf/suOjec:

Testimony for House Finance Committee Hearing of April 8, 1998. 
My name is Bill Stockwcll ana I am Che Chair of the Coopo ■ 
Landing Fish and Game Advisory Committee. I would like t make 
the following comments about CSHB 406(JUU), 4/7/98/ *Sec 3.
AS 16,05.260 as amended.

16.05,260 (a) I do not understand why the word designate has 
replaced the word [d e l e g a t e], will the boards dpsignate BY 
NAME the chair of local advisory committees, thus making her/him 
beholden to BOF/BOG? This would destroy local autonomy and 
take from tho members of local advisory committees their right 
to elect their officers. OR is this new "legal speak”?

16-05.260 (a) Why must/shall recommendations from the local 
advisory committees be forwarded to regional advisory committees 
(new name)/regional advisory councils (old name) for other than 
subsistence? For no known or stated reason, this makes local 
advisory committees subservient to regional advisory 
committees/councils. ANILCA Sec. 805 requires at least six 
regional advisory councils for matters relating to subsistence 
uses of fish and wildlife ONLY. For all uses of fish and 
wildlife EXCEl-T Subsistence, local fish and game advisory 
committees should forward recommendations to BOF/'BOG o n l y .

To make long standing, independent local advisory committees 
subservient to newly established regional, required only fo_r 
subsistence, advisory committees is wrong and a disservice to 
local Alaskans.

Testifier

/ t f a 'f i j d f  t f S / f  f  /W & S Y  to r f/v /X Z r
Representing (Optional)

Address '

Phone No.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
P'ease enter Into me record my testimony to me t f f > ( 4 S £  
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Testimony for House Finance Committee Hearing of April 8, 1998. 
My name is Bill Stockwell and I am the Chair of the Cooper 
Landing Fish and Game Advisory Committee- I would like Lo make 
the following comments about CSHB 406(JUD), 4/7/98, *Sec. 3.
AS 16.05.260 as amended.

16.05.260 (a) I do not understand why the word designate has 
replaced the word [DELEGATE]. Will the boards designate BY 
NAME the chair of local advisory committees, thus making her/him 
beholden to BOF/BOG? This would destroy local autonomy and 
take from the members of local advisory committees their right 
to elect their officers. OR is this new "legal speak"?

16.05.260 (a) Why must/shall recommendations from the local 
advisory committees be forwarded to regional advisory committees 
(new name)/regional advisory councils (old name) for other than 
subsistence? For no known or stated reason, this makes local 
advisory committees subservient to regional advisory 
committees/councils. ANILCA Sec. 805 requires at least six 
regional advisory councils for matters relating to subsistence 
uses of fish and wildlife ONLY. For all uses of fish and 
wildlife EXCEPT subsistence, local fish and game advisorv 
committecs should forward recommendations to BOF/BOG ONLY.

To make long standing, independent local advisory committees 
subservient to newly established regional, required only .for 
subsistence , advisory committees is wrong and a disservice to 
local Alaskans.

Testifier

I  Q t lt e L
Representing (Optional)
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Gox 515
Northway, Alaska 
April 9 ,1998

99764

House Finance
Hanley, Therriault, Muldar, Davis, Foster, Kelly, Kohring, Martin, Davies, 
Grussendorf and Moses

Please, please do not vote for HB 36. Anyone with a concern for all o f 
Alaska's children would not even consider voting for this House Bill. It was 
totally asinine and discriminatory for anyone to  even write a bill of this sort and 
push it through.

I went through the public school system, graduating from Lathrop High 
School in 1967. My education had many opportunities that my sons have not 
had. In 1975, my husband and I moved to Northway and have raised our sons 
here. We have three sons, with the youngest graduating this May. I realize 
that they were not able to  have music, art, theater, many business classes, a 
shop class with a certified shop teacher, a swimming pool, an indoor hockey 
rink, exposure to  various arts, and other sports. We made the best o f what 
was offered and they received an education where they could handle attending 
a college. This was with the "bare bones” of education.

I strongly feel that the supporters o f this bill have not experienced 
education in the rural areas. They definitely do not know what It is like to  get 
what we get out here.

By cutting the rural school districts, I cannot see how this would be equal 
or fair. When you think about who lives in the rural areas (Native people), who 
is the state being unequal and fair to?

One of the many goals in Alaska Is to help people be able to  support 
themselves, to  get o ff o f welfare. It defeats the purpose if education is being 
cut in the area where it is most needed. Villages are making progress getting 
their children educated and supporting themselves. It is slow, but it is working. 
How can we as Native people support ourselves without good education? I 
don’t  know where the logic is with this bill. It looks greedy and with much 
prejudice.

Please reconsider your vote if you are supporting this bill.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Gallen
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P.O. Box 27 (588-8529) after 5:00 pm any day
Kwigiliingok, AK 99622 
April 7, 1990

Dear Representative,

Note: The following article states my opinion.

Ten years ago three whales were caught i n the a rc tic  pack ice. The 
world apared no expense to save them. Now, three small Yup’ik villages are 
among many caught in the equally cold legislative pack ice of Juneau and 
Senate Bill 36. These fearless arctic Inhabitants now wage one more 
battle, a battle for their language. Like trapped whales they are sealed in 
by urban votes.

State Senate B ill 36 w i l l  negatively a ffe c t a number o f schools in 
one of the last native language dominant regions of the state.
Additionally, SB 36 was drafted with little awareness of its educational 
impact.

My name is  B ill  W ilkinson, and over the past 21 years, I have taught 
in three Yup'ik villages on the west bank of the Kuskokwim river. In these 
three villages, (Kongiganak, Tuntutuliak, and Kwigiliingok,) close to 100% 
of the children coming to school arrive speaking their native Yup’ik 
language. These children have a most unique educational program. Many 
people don’t know that for decades educational materials written in Yup’ik 
have been developed for these Yup'ik bilingual programs, M0 6 t of their 
educational subjects for the first three grades are taught in Yupik. This is 
what the research says is best. In the 4th grade the children move from 
the mo8tly-Yup’ik program to the all-English program, except for one 
class o f  Yup'ik each day. These children continue to graduate reading, 
writing, and speaking both English and Yup’ik. A number of these students 
have gone on to college. This 3hould be a point of pride for all of Alaska 
and America. Here is one example where the federal government and the 
state government for decades has tried to do the right thing and respect 
native culture. SB 36 will shamefully stop the Yup’ik instruction for 
these native 9peaking children by cutting the funds that hire their Yup'ik 
instructors. SB 36, If passed, will be a state and national shame.

A Harvard economist, David Reaurne, has given the McDowell study,

i



on which SB 36 is based, a failing grade. The McDowell study Is bad 
economic research and so is the legislation coming from it, Senate Bill 36. 
The McDowell study completely ignored categorical funding,
This Is the funding source that we use for bilingual education, 
and the SB-36 craftera on their own- chopped funding at 20%.
We must by law spend moat of this 20% on Special Education 
s tudents .

Just stopping Yup'ik ins truction  fo r  a few  years w i l l  c le a rly  begin 
the languages end. Senate Bill 36 will wipe out about 115 of the districts 
classified instructors. Many of these 115 instructors are native first 
language instructors for kindergarten, first, second, and third grade. SB- 
36 will also eliminate 65 certified teachers, some of whom supervise the 
first language teachers. Many of these first language Yup'ik teachers have 
many years of training. They can’t be replaced by new English-only 
speaking teachers.

Most people in Anchorage don't know tha t in K w ig iliingok most o f 
what goes on in churches is in Yup’ik. Bibles, songs, and prayers are 
mostly in Yupik. Most of the time the village council meetings go on for 
hour* without any English being spoken. Almost every household in town 
is filled with Yup’ik language except for a few of the certified educator’s 
homes that have come into the village to teach. A person can sit at a 
school lunch table or walk among the playing children and hear their rich 
native language. SB 36 will hurt many rural areas of the state in different 
ways, but its effect in this southwestern Alaska region where there are 
so many communities with their native language intact will be 
devastating.

f am so upset with Senator Randy Phillips for misleading the good 
people of Eagle River and Anchorage by tolling them that the 40/30 split 
Is unfair. If they knew how these cuts will devastate us, they would call 
Senator Phillips and tell him not to trash one school system to help 
another, and ask him to find a better way to fund the state’s educational 
needs. Sixty percent of the students in Alaska are in rural areas and 10% 
more funding is allocated to them to handle the extra cost of doing 
business in the bush. However, this might not be enough, for example, I 
added an addition to my home In Kwigiliingok. I ordered $10,000 of lumber 
from Seattle, the cheapest possible way to get materials. The lumber cost 
an additional $10,000 to deliver. Isn’t that more than 10% shippingl?

Tl-----
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To Senator P h illips  I question your accuracy. Our school and 
residents wrote, called, and faxed you about our absolute displeasure 
concerning Senate Bill 36, and you personally called me at my home where 
I continued to share my total displeasure with SB 36. Kwigiliingok 
prctesters flew 500 hundred miles into Anchorage to picket and then 
watched you on the legislative information office monitor say, as you sat 
across the table from HESS Committee Chairman Con Bunde, something 
like, “ I haven’t gotten any public complaints against SB 36." That 
statement bent the Iimit3 of truth.

Most ru ra l and urban people I’ve talked to  or listened to  have no 
problem with urban schools getting more money, but It should not be done 
by crushing rural schools. It doesn’t make any difference whether SB 36 
cuts our throats now or In three years; our cultural programs will be just 
as dead, and with them another Native American language.

According to  John Greely, on ARCS the other night, the Permanent 
Fund is delivering more revenue to the state than North America’s largest 
oil field. The Permanent, "rainy day" Fund had a billion dollars left over 
this year after Inflation proofing, and after the permanent fund dividend 
checks went out all over the state. Before Senator Phillips starts
trashing one school district to make his own better he should do three
things. One: let his voters know things do cost more in the bush. Two: 
communicate more about how we should pull rural and urban people
together, not divide them with bad political legislation. Third: think about
that rainy day fund and realize, "It’s pouring!!!”

How can the good people o f Alaska help? F irst: K ill SB-36 in  i t 's  
tracks by calling or writing your legislature! The wisest thing the 
legislature could do now Is to leave things alone for a year, get all parties 
together out in the open, and work out a better solution. Avoid the hard- 
to-get-to conference rooms and instead meet in centrally located “bush” 
and “urban hubs” throughout the state with a well-funded bipartisan 
committee. Second: have an economic summit to look at a total 
reorganizing of state revenue funds to make a stable consistent education 
fund. If taxes are to be considered, they should be fair; nowhere In this 
wealthy state should a poor village pay more than It can afford. Third 
Alaskans should start electing legislators that submit legislation that 
unifies people Instead of divide them.

i



There are not enough votes in the rura l areas to beat SB 36; we are 
like the trapped whaies. Rural, mostly native people are the minority. It 
wasn't always that way, but It is now. The only way SB 36 can be stopped 
is for the thousands of conscientious Alaskans and maybe even a few 
national organizations to help villages protect their native languages. SB 
36 could be law in weeks. Many school districts will be hurt by SB 36, but 
I know best the story of these three villages. Stop SB 36 before It is to 
late. If these three villages were only whales possible more people would 
come to their rescue. Please helpl

Respectfully, 

B ill E Wilkinson
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TO : C O N G R ESSM EN  A N D  LEGISLATORS O F  T H E  STA T E O F  ALASKA

RE: SB3 6 -F U N D IN G  C U TS T O  E D U C A T IO N A L SC H O O LS IN  R U R A L A LASKA

A t ta c h e d  p e t i t i o n  is  a b o u t  9 9 %  o f  o u r  v o t in g  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  S t. M ic h a e l .  W e  
a r e  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  o u r  s c h o o l  b e in g  t h r e a t e n e d  b y  t h e  f u n d i n g  c u t s  
i f  S B 3 6  g e t s  p a s s e d .  W e d o  n o t  w a n t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
t a r g e t e d  t o  l e a v e  o u r  v i l la g e  to  a t t e n d  s c h o o l  e l s e w h e r e .  W e  h a v e  w o r k e d  
so  h a r d  to  k e e p  o u r  s c h o o l  a  g r e a t  p l a c e  to  l e a r n  a n d  a  b e g in n in g  o f  a  l if e  
lo n g  p r o c e s s  t h a t  s h o u ld  p r e p a r e  o u r  s t u d e n t s  f o r  l i f e ’s g r e a t  j o u r n e y .
P le a s e  r e c o n s i d e r  a n d  v o te  “N O ."

T h a n k  v o u  f o r  y o u r  t im e .

C a r l O t te n ,  M a y o r
(S ig n e d  b y  S u s a n n a  H o rn ,  V ic e -M a y o r )
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Represents live Richard Foster
Room 410: 1 - : ' -- » • ; ' '
Alaska State Legislature '
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

FR: Residents o f  Saint Michael

RE: SB36 - Funding Cut for Educational Schools in Rural Alaska

Dear Honorable Representative Foster:

This letter is in regards to SB36 and the effect it will have on m any upcoming leaders in 
Rural Alaska. In the past our children were sent away from their families to further their 
education;~therefore causing families that live the subsistence way o f  life to suffer without 
fhe help o f  their teenage children.

After many years, high schools were finally stalled in each villages, bringing the children 
back home not only to their families, but also to their natural surroundings. Furthermore, 
having a high school in each village creates jobs for many local residents. Currently our 
schools arc the main source of income for the majority o f  the families. There will be more 
people having to rely on ATAP, Food Stamps, etc., without the jobs that the schools create
for each village.
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Dear Concerned Alaskan Representative,

I have recently received a copy of Jean Stockburgcr's letter regarding SB36 that 
Representative Bunde is circulating. I would like to respond, briefly, to that letter.

Ms. SLockburger’s primary complaint seems to be that parents aren’t supporting the 
schools she has taught in. 1 can only take Ms. Stockburgcr at her word on Lhis. In fact, 1 
have no doubt that some rural students and schools have very poor parent support. Of 
course, this isn’t the case for ull rural students and schools. 1 have worked at two different 
village schools during the past 9 years. Both of those schools have been very well 
supported by the community. Currently, I am principal in Newtok. 7 have no problems 
getting volunteers and community support for the school whenever 1 ask. The same is true 
lor parental support with regard to the children. Out of a student population of around 90, 
there are only 3 students that we have not been successful in getting parental support to 
encourage belter attendance and behavior. However, to be fair, J rather suspect that if one 
were to ask the principals of Anchorage and Fairbanks schools about these issues, parental 
support and attendance, my bet is that one would find that for some urban schools, just as 
is true for some rural schools, this is not a unique problem. In fact, as I recall, rural 
schools tend, as a general rule, to have much better attendance than most urban schools.

Ms. Stockburger’s other piece of criticism seems centered about the fact that parents in 
rural schools are concerned about loosing basketball and free breakfasts. Sports in rural 
schools ate no less important than sports are to urban schools. 1 can’t help but wonder 
what sort of cacophony you would hear if budget cuts to the schools in your district would 
mean the end of school-sponsored basketball, football, volleyball, hockey, swimming, etc.

With regard to concents about free meals, it seem to me that in communities, such as 
many o f the schools ol’lhc Lower Kuskokwim School District, where 80-90% of students 
arc on the federal free lunch program, and, thus, 80-90% of the families are below the 
poverty level, concern about providing healthy meals for children isn’t loo extreme a 
reaction.

Ms. Slockburger concludes with, “Until parents and all members of a village change their 
attitudes and stait working productively to support education 1 feel changes in the funding 
are justified.” I guess I just don't agree with the notion of cutting educational funding for 
children because one doesn’t like the attitude of their parents.

SB36 is a mistake. Please, do not support this, piece of legislation.

If you have any questions, please give me a call.

Thank you.
■71

Mafk Douglas
Newtok, Alaska (August to May)
Fairbanks, Alaska (June ur.d July)
H: 237-2207

o

I)
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Hi..........

*-35 i 11

Just a quick note as I'm 3 weeks behind and I don’ t think I’ ll ever 
get caught up. This letter was sent to Rep.Con Bunde and he is 
using it as a tool to discredit what almost everyone is saying 
against SB 36. It is causing other legislators to rethink their 
positions. If you respond to this le tter

PLEASF fin not respond negatively.

it would only add fuel to  the fire. Some ideas might be to  talk 
about the AOTE process if you're using it, involvement of the 
ASB’s, parental committees, parents coming to the school to  
read, attendance at parenl-teacher conferences, attendance at 
student-parent conferences. Some of you who are new to rural 
Alaska might compare what Ms. Stockburger is saying with
urban Alaska and/or urban 48................ If you repsond you can EAX
it to : (Remember Me Pos itiveA ll}

j /  % Representative Gail Phillips - District 7 - Republican 
Fax: (.907) 465-3472

*  Representative Con Bunde - District 18 - Republican 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 104 
Juneau, AK 99801-1 182 
Phone: (907) 465-4843 
Representative Con Bunde@legls.state.ak.us

y  Representative Ivan Ivan - District 39 - Democrat 
Fax: (907) 485-4539

y  Representative Richard Foster - District 38 - Democrat 
Fax: (907) 465-3242

mailto:Bunde@legls.state.ak.us
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^•^Representative Gene Kubina - District 35 - Democrat 

Fax: (907) 465-3799

y  Representative Mark Hanley - District 12 - Republican 
Fax: (907) 465-2418

Representative Ramona Barnes - District 22 - Republican 
Fax: (907) 465-4565

Representative Ethan Berkowitz - District 13 - Democrat 
Fax: (907) 465-2137

Representative Tom Brice - District 30 - Democrat 
Fax: (907) 465-2937

Representative Eric Croft - District 1 5 - Democrat 
Fax: (907) 465-4419

Representative John Davies - District 29 - Democrat 
Fax: (907) 465-3519

Representative Gary Lee Davis - District 8 - Republican 
Fax: (907) 465-3835

Representative Fred Dyson - District 25 - Republican 
Fax: (9t ') 465-4587

Representative Ben Grussendorf - District 2 - Democrat 
Fax: (907) 465-2278

Representative Jeannette  James - District 34 - Republican 
Fax: (907) 465-2381

Representative Reggie Joule - District 37 - Democrat 
Fax: (907) 465-4586

Representative Pete Kelly - District 31 - Republican 
Fax: (907) 465-5241

it
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Representative Allen Kemplen - District 16 - Democrat 
Fax: (907) 465-6615

Representative Albert Kookesh - District 5 - Democrat 
Fax: (907) 465-2827

Representative Pete Kott - District 1 6 - Republican 
Fax: (907) 465-2819

Representative Terry Martin - District 14 - Republican 
Fax: (907) 465-2293

Representative Teveriy Mar' x - District 28 - Republican 
Fax: (907) 465-4822

Representative Carl Moses • District 40 - Democrat 
Fax: (907) 465-3445

Representative Eldon Mulder - District 23 - Republican 
Fax: ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 5 1 8

Representative Irene Nicholla - District 36 - Democrat 
Fax: (907) 465-2197

Representative Brian Porter - District 20 - Republican 
Fax: (907) 465-3834

Representative Norman Rokeberg - District 11 - Republican 
Fpx: (907) 465-2040

Representative Joe Ryan - District 21 - Republican 
Fax: (907) 465-4588

Representative Jerry Sanders - District 19 - Republican 
Fax: (907) 465-3476

Representative Al Vezey - District 32 - Republican 
Fax: (907) 465-3258
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Representative Bill Williams - District 1 
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Tribal Corporation

Anchorage Daily News 
April 3, 1998
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Dear Editor:
As the executives of Southeast Native corporations representing thousands of shareholders and 

hundreds of skilled jobs, we take a keen interest in Alaskan education issues. Collectively, the Native 
corporations of our region award well over a million dollars in post-secondary scholarships each year.

Our shareholders are deeply concerned about Senate Bill 36, which would alter the education 
funding formula for public schools. The funding formula is a complicated subject, but the effect of SB 
36 is simple: i t  w ill deny to children living in rural areas the opportunity for equal education.

With legislation like SB 36, we are in danger of having our school system relapse to the era of 
separate and unequal education that was declared illegal by the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision forty 
years ago in the case of Brown vs. the Board of Education. We expect the Alaska Legislature to follow 
the law of the land and provide the funds necessary for quality education no matter where our stu­
dents live.

As corporate executives, we kr.ow that i t  is more expensive to conduct business in rural areas 
than it  is in urban areas. The same conditions apply to education. I t  is not possible to provide equal 
education in Angoon for the same price per student as i t  is in Anchorage.

In our region the new formula imposed by SB 36 would reduce the Pelican School District’s 
funding by 35%, while the Ketchikan School District would get an increase of 22%. In your area of 
the state, Anchorage schools w ill get an increase, while school budgets in the Yupik villages of the 
lower Yukon and Kuskokwim w ill be reduced.

This is about fairness and equality; i t  is not about urban an as subsidizing rural districts. State 
funding of education is a distribution of income the state receives from non-renewable resources, not 
from taxes paid by individual Alaskans. SB 36 would redistribute wealth, taking from poor villages 
and giving to affluent communities.

We who conduct business affairs in  rural areas believe that quality education is crucial to the 
future of rural economies. A ll of Alaska’s children deserve the equal opportunity provided by equal 
education.

By Gordon Jackson
Chairman, Southeast ANCSA President’s Association

Representing: Cape Fox Corporation of Saxman
Goldbelt, Inc. of Juneau 
Haida Corporation of Hydaburg 
Kake Tribal Corporation of Kake 
Kootznoowoo, Inc. of Angoon 
Shaan Seet, Inc. of Craig 
Shee Atika, Inc. of Sitka 
Klukwan, Inc. of Klukwan

3017 CLINTON DR., SUITE 100 JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801 FAX: (907) 790-2264 PHONE: (907) 790-2214
P.O. BOX 263 KAKE, ALASKA 99830 FAX: (907) 785-6407 PHONE: (907) 785-3221

CALL TOLL FREE: 800-478-7853



April 8,1998

I ’ m writing in opposition to SB 36. Wc live in the villages and know the needs o f  monies 
in our rural schools. Tho students in rural Alaska arc not getting the up to date equipment 
to meet the future, due to the lack o f  funding in everything they try to gel into. Due to the 
fuel a ll monies are not available. It ’ s being spent on urban school districts. W e the rural 
people know ol'thc ncc<f o f  monies to equip our schools with up to date equipment to 
prepare our kids fo r the future, The school is already short with funds, what’ s going to 
happen when this b ill passes??? Please oppose SB 36.

Thank you fo r your timo.

Sincerely,

Darlene Aloysius 
Box 212
H o ly  Cross, A K  99602

To: Members of I louse Finance
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April 8 , 1998

'i'o: Members o f  House finance

I ’m  writing in opposition to SB 36. This bill w ill take away m illions o f  dollars from  the 
rural school districts. Please don’ t let this happen. The children arc our future. What w ill 
happen to the education o f  our young children i f  this b ill passes? Parents w ill be forced 
to send their children to urban schools just so that they can participate in extra-curricular 
activities. W e want our children with us, they should be given the privilege o f  attending 
school in their own community. Please oppose this bill.

Thank you fo r  your time.

James Sims 
B ox  28
J lo ly  Cross, A K  99602



To: Members of House Finance

I ’m writing in opposition to SB 36. This bill will take away much needed money for the 
rural school districts. What will happen to the education of our children??? Parents will 
start sending their kids away just so thut they can participate in sports and extra-curricular 
activities. FIcase do not ’el this happen. Our children should be able to attend school in 
their own community. They have to grow up in their own environment to learn their 
Native cultural values. This won’t happen if  they arc forced to attend school elsewhere.

Please oppose this bill. Thank you for your lime.

Sincerely,

Mary Ann Anthony
Box 23
Holy Cross, AK 99602
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A  4 -5 -98
W  HI  .........

T 3  i 11

Just a quick note as I'm 3 weeks behind and I don’t  th ink I’ ll ever 
get caught up. This le tte r was sent to  Rep.Con Bunde and he is 
using it  as a tool to  discredit what almost everyone is saying 
against SB 36. It is causing o ther legislators to  rethink the ir 
positions. If you respond to  th is le tte r

PLEASE do n.at..r(MpancI negatively^

it would only add fuel to  the fire. Some Ideas m ight be to  ta lk 
about the AOTE process if you're using it, involvement of the 
ASB’s, parental committees, parents coming to  the school to  
read, attendance at parent-teacher conferences, attendance at 
student-parent conferences. Some o f you who are new to  rural 

^  Alaska m ight comoare what Ms. Stockburger is saying w ith
w  urban Alaska and/or urban 48.,......... .....If you repsond you can EAX

it to : (RsmemhL*- Rb PnsitivnL W )
i /  k  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G ail P h il l ip s  -  D i s t r i c t  7  - R e p u b l ic a n  

F ax: ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 4 7 2

*  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o n  B u n d e  -  D is t r i c t  1 8  -  R e p u b l ic a n  
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
S t a t e  C a p i to l ,  R o o m  1 0 4  
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  
P h o n e : ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 4 8 4 3  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o n  B u n d e @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s

i /  y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Iv a n  Iv a n  - D is t r i c t  3 9  - D e m o c r a t  
Fax: ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 4 5 8 9

y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R ic h a rd  F o s t e r  -  D is t r i c t  3 8  -  D e m o c r a t  
Fax: ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 2 4 2

#

mailto:Bunde@legis.state.ak.us
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4/6/98

Dear Concerned Alaskan Representative,

1 have recently received a copy o f Jean Slockburgcr’s Id ler regarding SB36 that 
Representative Bunde is circulating. I would like to respond, briefly, to that letter.

Ms. Stockburger’s primary complaint seems to be that parents aren 't supporting the 
schools she has taught in. I can only take Ms. Stockhurger at her word on this. In fact, 1 
have no doubt that some rural students and schools have very poor parent support. O f 
course, this Isn’t the case for all rural students and schools. I have worked at two different 
village schools during the past 9 years. Both o f those schools have been very well 
supported by the communjly. Currently, I am principal in Newtok. T have no problems 
getting volunteers and community support for the school whenever I ask. The same is true 
for parental support with regard to the children. Out o f a student population of around 90, 
there arc only 3 students that wo have not been successful in getting parental support to 
encourage better attendance and behavior. However, to be fair, I rather suspect that if  one 
were to ask the principals o f Anchorage and Fairbanks schools about these issues, parental 
support and attendance, my bet is that one would find that for some urban schools, just as 
is true for some rural schools, this is not a unique problem. In fact, as 1 recall, rural 
schools tend, as a genera; ,'dc, to have much better attendance than most urban schools.

Ms. Stockburger’s other piece o f  criticism seems centered about the fact that parents in 
rural schools are concerned about loosing basketball and free breakfasts. Sports in rural 
schools are no less important than sports are to urban schools. 1 can’t help but wonder 
what sort o f cacophony you would hear if  budget cuts to the schools in your district would 
m ean tlic end o f school-sponsored basketball, football, volleyball, hockey, swimming, etc.

W ith regard to concerns about free meals, It seems to m e that in communities, such as 
many o f the schools o f the Lower Kuskokwim School District, where 80-90% o f  students 
are on the federal free lunch program, and, thus, 80-90% o f the families are below the 
poverty level, concern about providing healthy meals for children isn’t too extreme a 
reaction.

Ms. Stockburger concludes with, “Until parents and all members of a village change their 
attitudes and start working productively to support education I feel changes in the ftinding 
arc justified." 1 guess I just don’t agree with the notion of cutting educational funding for 
children because one doesn’t like the attitude o f their parents.

SB36 is a mistake. Please, do not support this piece o f legislation.

If you. have any questions, please give me a call.

Thank you,
'>/

Mttfk Douglas
Newtok, Alaska (August to May)
Fairbanks, Alaska (June and Jnly)
II: 237-2207



ELAINE M . L A N D O N  
3747 Linnaea Way 

Fairbanks, AK 99701

April  3,  1998
Honorable Alaska Senators 
& House members,

I am writing regarding SB 36. It is not a bill I support, despite the fact that I am a 20 
year Fairbanks resident and know our schools need more funding. The funding 
formula proposed In SB 36 Is tremendously unjust to our rural schools.

It is an oversimplification to assume that school funding should be based on the 
percenfage or number of studenfs alone. Fairbanks and Anchorage enjoy a large 
economy of scale benefit in their operating and maintenance costs compared to 
rural schools, The new formula does not recognize these factors.

As citizens of Alaska, we are responsible to provide quality education for all students. 
It is unrealistic to expect true education to occur when school buildings are falling 
af: art, when the books are old, and when the student/teacher ratio is out of 
be lance. The new formula virtually guarantees such problems for rural schools. It 
c< sts money to provide a good education for our student citizens. And yes, the cost 
of educating those in the rural areas is higher. But we have an obligation to provide 
a quality education for all students, not just those in Fairbanks and Anchorage.

Anyone with a good education knows that numbers can be easily manipulated lo 
provide justification for many positions and needs. When the McDowell Study did not 
consider higher operating cosls for rural schools,or the greater economy of scale 
experienced by urban schools, it did not look at the whole educational picture. And 
without looking at the whole picture, e.g„ the true cost of education, the proposed 
funding formula Is simply a manipulation of figures to justify a self-serving idea.

SB 36 does not benefit the slate overall In t le long run. While It may provide better 
funding for urban schools in the short run, 'or the long haul, it wiil cost us more, As 
rural educational quality declines, there \ /III be fewer Alaskans qualifying for good 
jobs, more people unemployed, higher rates of crime, etc., etc., etc,

It doesn't take a rocket scientist to know that the SB 36 school funding formula is not 
fair or just. I urge you to do what is right for Alaska and not Just for the urban districts. 
Please vote against SB 36.

Sincerely,
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Newtok Traditional Council
P C Bo* 5501S ■ TJewlol. Alaska S0559 • Tetcphons (90/J23/-23I4 • Pax (S 07 )W  2« 8

RESOLUTION NO. 98 05

TITLE: A RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE ALASKA STATE SENATE BILL NO. 36 ENTITLE 
"AN ACT RELATING TO THE PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING PROGRAM: RELATING TO
THE DEFINITION OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT, TO THE TRANSPORTATION OF STUDENTS, TO 
SCHOOL DISTRICT LAYOFF PLANS, TO THE SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES AGENCY, 
AND TO THE CHILD CARE GRANT PROGRAM, AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE."

WHEREAS, The Ncwiok Traditional Council is a Tribal governing bodv for the Fcdcr. Ily recognized 
Native Village of Newtok; and

WHEREAS, Our children are the most important resources in our community and it is of critical 
importance to pro\ ide for the future and well being of our children through education which 
is a basic human and fundamental right available to all children no matter where the) live or 
what their ethnic background is, and

WHEREAS, The State of Alaska have formed and funded Rural Education Attendance Area (REAA) 
School Districts to enable equitable and fair access to education of children living in remote 
villages throughout Alaska: and

WHEREAS, The education of the children .hrough the REAA School Districts is vital, not on!) to 
provide for the future of the children, but also to maintain the Indigenous Native culture, 
integrity, wav of life, ger ;ral well-being and livelihood or the people throughout 
Alaska: and

WHEREAS, The children of rural Alaska need and require the same level of basic education services 
to all Alaskans: and

W lIEliEAS, 'I lie Alaska State Legislature intends to extinguish rural education funding through Senate 
Bill .1(1 which seeks to redistribute education funding dollars from REAA School 
Districts which can easily support themselves, redefining School District boundaries, 
proposing employment taxes of 4% for districts without an economic base, and rc- 
defmmginost education processes as wo know them; and

WHEREAS, Most, or if not all, remote villages lack the economic infrastructure and economic base 
to bear burden of an employment tax to help finance basic education and other imporl.yu 
basic human services: and
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Page Two: T ribal Council Ref lution No. 98-05 MAR 2 6  1998

WHEREAS, Passage.note Hill 36 will cripple villages who are a I roach experiencing and economic 
disaster liom recent fisher) industry failure and lack of job opportunities, and

WHEREAS, The passage of tins bill will eerlainh hasc long and drastic effects on the operation of
Rural School Districts and the support and assistance in all areas of education provided 
for the children of Village Alaska and worst \el, it will also halt the enormous academic 
progress of the children living in REAA regions in areas of mathematics, reading, and 
writing halt the advancement of knowledge's, skills and abilities of children and their future 
contribution to the general well-being and cconoim of Village Alaska; and

WHEREAS, The REAA School Districts are working together diligently and successfully to support
and assist in the process.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tribal Council of the Name Village of Newtok 
respeclfulh implores and requests the Alaska Slate Legislatures to reconsider its position and action 
toward the children of Village Alaska: and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tribal Council of the Native Villages of Newtok goes on 
the record lo oppose the passage off Alaska State Senate Bill No 36 b) the Alaska State Legislatures.

ADOPTED AND SIGNED this w ’^ d a v  of M a r r . h  , 1998 by the Newtok Traditional 
Council at the duly called meeting where quorum was present with voting in favor and
auamst the measure

Stanch Toni, President

ATTESTED BY:

Joseph Patrick, Secretary c I

O'— k  .  — » — .  —  -^  '
5° •• SEAU •'?:^  -t. • • Jb •*>
V + - .  13#*

\ f t i stdwe '''' ' H i ,  I I I ' ' '
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VALDEZ CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
RESOLUTION 98-02

The Valdez Chamber o f Commerce, representing 230 members doing business in Valdez, 
Prince William Sound and in part the Greater Copper Basin are concerned for the quality 
and cost o f eduation o f  students;

WHEREAS; the leaders o f our communities, states and our nation are the youth of 
today and,

WHEREAS; the primary resource for our youth is the quality o f the education and,

WHEREAS; the rural communities o f the State o f Alaska have a greater volume of 
obstacles to overcome to provide education and,

WHEREAS; the reallocation of dollars as presented in HB36 redirect the majority 
o f  state funded education dollars to urban areas and,

WHEREAS; this reallocation is representative o f a decrease of 1.8 million dollars 
annually or 28% o f the current dollars received by Valdez from state funded 
education dollars and,

WHEREAS; the City o f Valdez currently pay 50% o f the cost o f education of its 
students (second highest in the state) and,

WHEREAS; we recognize the efforts to put an equal percentage o f dollars in 
locations with like percentage of students and,

WHEREAS; we recognize the areas with a higher percentage of students also have 
a broader base to derive alternative funding sources than most rural areas and,

WHEREA5; all areas o f the State o f Alaska have value and should have equal 
opportunity to provide quality education to the youth of our state and,

WHEREAS; the burden of replacing lost state funding for Valdez will oe borne in 
majority by the businesses of this community and,

WHEREAS; these businesses have experienced a steady decline in the economy 
for the last three years and will find it difficult to meet the financial requirements 
to fund the 1.8 million dollars needed annually;

P.O. Box 512 • Valdez, Alaska 99686 • Telephone (907) 835-2330 * FAX (907) 835-4943
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IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, the Valdez Chamber o f Commerce strongly opposes this 
bill and request a more equitable funding base for education for all the youth o f Alaska.

Signed and dated at Valdez, Alaska this 19th day of March, 1998.

.  Y
A jh u J jt

R 1 NieLen, Chairman VCC 
iger for BP Shipping, USA

Sandra Bittner, Director VCC 
Owner Sandra’s Gold & Silvermithing

Michael E. Easley, Vice g^firaman VCC 
Manager Engineering Services 
Copper Valley Electric Assoc.

Kurt Hallier, Director VCC
*ort Operations Manager, 
ARCO

Manager Pet
rman VCC 
Star Valdez

Stacey Mi 
Owner Aurora Charters

Connie Stephens, Treasurer VCC 
Manager Beaver Sports

\ L^tve Beck, Din&tor VCCSN ’ 9
Manager Ketchum Air Services

DouglasiiDesorcie, Director VCC7 
Dean o f Instruction, Prince William 
Sound Community College

p .02/02

TOTAL P .02
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SOUTHEAST ISLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT 
P.O. Box 8340 
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 
Telephone: (907) 225-9658 
Facsimile: (907) 225-8908

F A C S I M I L E  T R A N S M IT T A L

DATE: March 25,1998

TO: Representative Mark Hanley FAX: 465-2418

Number of pages including cover sheet: 3

We will appreciate any assistance you can give us with this bill. Thank you in 
advance!

Alaska State Legislature

FROM: Ray J. Griffith, Ed.D.
Superintendent

RE: SB 36
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SOUTHEAST
ISLAND
SCHOOL
DISTRICT

1621 TONGASS AVENUE SUITE 301 
POST OFFICE BOX 8340 

KETCHIKAN, ALASKA 99901 
PHONE: (907) 225-9658 

FAX: (907) 225-2836

Ray Griffith 
SUPERINTENDENT

March 24, 1998

The Honorable Mark Hanley 
House of Representatives 
Capital Room 507 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1132

Dear Representative Hanley:

As superintendent of Southeast Island School District, I am writing with grave concern 
relative to SB36. Passage of SB36 in its current form can mean closure of five of 
SISD’s 12 schools in October of this year,

As you are well aware, the bill would set a minimum of ten students for a school to be 
counted as a funding community. Any number fewer than ten would be counted as 
students of the largest school in the district, with a significant drop in funding for that 
site.

The immediate concern is that the bill would delay determination of fiscal year funding 
until the end of the October count period and then provide funding for that same fiscal 
year based on the October count. That impacts our district drastically. We would 
contract teachers, by state law and negotiated contract terms, prior to the current year 
based on current status, prepare buildings, commit to students and parents and fund to 
that anticipated level. If a site fell below the minimum count, however, we would not be 
funded at the anticipated and planned for level. SB36 would leave us committed and 
standed without adequate funding to fulfill our predetermined commitment. In a district 
that is cutting 20% of its funding for the next fiscal year just to balance our budget, that 
unanticipated level of loss would be devastating. SB36 puts us in a catch-22. If we 
don’t provide a school for a community with 8 anticipated elementary students, we are 
in violation of 4 AAC 05.040. If we do commit to a school in August but have fewer 
than ten in October, we do not receive adequate funding to keep the school open and 
to fulfill our contracted employee commitments and commitment to students and 
community.
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We are asking you to help us get an amendment to SB36 that gives us some relief 
from so drastic an impact. We are proposing that the bill be amended as follows:

Sec.39 TRANSITION: SMALL SCHOOLS. For purposes of determining the school 
size factor under AS 14.17.450, enacted under Sec. 2 of this Act, the students in a 
school smaller than 10 ADM [on the effective date of this section] shall be included in 
the largest school in the district, beginning in the fisca l year fo llow ing th e  
count period during which the school falls below 10 ADM.

Southeast Island School District is opposed to SB36. We consider it to be based on a 
seriously flawed study commissioned by the Senate Finance Committee, one that 
would unfairly and unwiseiy redistribute funding from some school districts to other 
school districts, thereby creating “winners” and "losers.” The effect would glaringly 
take funding away from rural districts and give it to urban districts. We are further 
distressed that SB36 fails to consider “program” equity as well as “funding” equity. 
Even the most cursory analysis will reveal the vast disparity between programs 
available to urban students as opposed to rural students.

In the unfortunate event that SB36 were to become law, the proposed amendment 
wculd forestall for at least nine months the closing of almost half of Southeast Island 
School District's schools. At least our students and parents and district board and 
administration would have minimal time to plan for the loss of access to local schools. 
To close schools in late October and expect students and parents to have acceptable 
immediate alternatives is unfair and unwise.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this request for help. It would be tragic 
for students to not only lose the opportunity for education in their local communities, 
but to lose it without adequate time to seek and find alternative educational programs.

F
Superintendent

cc: Commissioner Shirley Holloway 
Governor Tony Knowles 
Carl Rose, AASB 
Stephen McPhetres, AASA 
Alaska School Superintendents

Sincerely,
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L K S D  M e d i a  C e n t e r
P. O. Box 305 

B e the l, AK 99558  
( 9 0 7 ) 5 4 3 - 4 8 8 2

F A X ( 9 0 7 ) 5 4 3 - 4 9 1 1  
March 2 0 , 1998

Representative Mark Hanley 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 507 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

I w o u ld  l ik e  to  urge you to  co n s id e r the  needs o f  the  ch ild re n  in  the  
rural areas of the state. We are so spread apart and travel is difficult and 
to ta lly w eather-dependent. Isolation and prim itive lifesty le make it 
extrem ely d ifficu lt to recruit and retain teachers. Because our students 
are isolated and speak English as a second language, it is necessary to 
have local native staff employed as cultural and language interpreters. 
Reduction of these jobs in the school will make it necessary for more 
people in villages to ask for welfare because the school is the major 
em ployer.

Making p u b lic  schoo ls b e n e fic ia l f o r  a l l  i s te r r ib ly  expensive in  the  
rural areas. We must continue to have the funding that we need to make it 
possible for us to bring these students up to the educational level of the 
urban student. We want our rural students to be able to contribute their 
fair share to the future economy of our state and we must educate them in 
order for that to happen.

P lease recons id e r.yo u r vo te  on SB36. P lease do no t ta ke  aw ay one- 
fourth of our budget. Passage of this bill w ill be devastating to many 
people. Thank you for your consideration.

S in c e re ly  y o u rs :

Diana J. Wiberg
LKSD Site Library/Media Coordinator



SENT BYtXerox Telecopier 7021 : 3-20-98 ; 3•*27PM ; 9075892515-*

TO: REPRESENTATIVE MARK HANLEY-DISTRICT 12-REPUBLICAN

FROM: STUDENTS AT LKSD's N/iPAKIAK SCHOOL

WE WILL NOT LEARN IN SCHOOL IF YOU CUT OFF THE SCHOOL 
MONEY.

IT IS LIKE MONOPOLY. WE PAY YOU GUYS MONEY AS IF WE LANDED 
ON YOUR SPOT. WE DID NOT DO ANYTHING TO YOU TO BE TREATED 
LIKE THIS.

WE NATIVE STUDENTS OF NAPAKIAK WERE HERE FIRST AND YOU 
SHOULD NOT TAKE THE MONEY THAT IS OURS. EDUCATION IS 
IMPORTANT FOR US BECAUSE OUR DAD'S AND MOM'S DID NOT MAKE 
MONEY THIS PAST SUMMER BECAUSE THERE WAS NO FISH. THERE 
WAS HARDLY NO FISH FOR US TO SELL. THERE IS PROBABLY NO 
MORE FISH FOR OUR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS IN THE COMING FUTURE 
BECAUSE SOME PEOPLE STOLE ALL OUR FISH IN THE OCEAN THAT 
WAS SUPPOSE TO COME BACK TO OUR KUSKOKWIN RIVER. iI
WE ARE POOR, BECAUSE OF THIS AND NOW YOU ARE STEALING OUR 
SCHOOL EDUCATION MONEY THAT WOULD MAKE US MORE POORER.

I
YOU SHOULD COME TO OUR VILLAGE AND VISIT AT OUR HOMES AND 
SCHOOL AND SEE HOW WE LIVE.

WE ARE TRYING OUR BEST TO DO GOOD IN SCHOOL, SO WE WILL 
HAVE A BETTER FUTURE WITH GOOD EDUCATION. BUT, IF YOU TAKE 
THE MONEY AWAY FROM OUR SCHOOL, WE WILL HAVE A SAD 
FUTURE. OUR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS CAN NOT SUFFER ANYMORE. 
BE KIND AND THOUGHTFUL OF US, SO WE WILL BE ABLE TO HELP 
OURSELVES LEAD GOOD LIVES WTIH GOOD EDUCATION.
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FROM: STUDENTS AT LKSD'S NAPAKIAK SCHOOL
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Legislators,
M a r c h  20, 1998

I am a Mother of <4, Community Member, School Board Member, Techniques in Alcohol 
Management Instructor (Tam), and also a General Manager year round of a Restaurant & Lodge 
in the Denali Borough. I am writing this because 1 have great concerns for all o f our children’s 
future.

Our Borough gave the School District money in 1993-1994, before they were required 
to(S23(),000.00). Which in the long run, as you all should know, takes away that much in slate 
money. We are close to meeting the cap that the Borough can give us. This does not mean that 
the cap should be lifted altogether. What it docs mean is that our Borough is helping us meet the 
inflation rate that the state has refused to meet in the last ten years. As a School District, 
Community, and Borough we are taking on the stale’s responsibility, as have other School 
Districts, Communities, and Boroughs across the State for some time now. The way I understand 
it the Municipalities and School Districts across the stale got together and made 
recommendations to you Why isn't any one listening0

I feci it is time for all legislators and constituents to gel together across the state and start 
standing united for education for the children It is your responsibility to find out exactly what 
has been cut in all these Schools. In our Borough we have cut 4 positions just in the last two 
years, including 1 in the District office

In February I felt we would see additional funding from the slate for education, I no longer 
feel that way. I feel that you are wasting precious time and tax payer dollars on CSSB 36, when 
it looks like the Governor will veto it. Alternatives could be as simple as giving $1000.00 more 
per unit and each year following a percentage increase for inflation. You could look at any future 
increase in the PFD amount and designate that for the education of our children. In all honesty 
who could really fight that position? It's free money that Alaskans get, and any increases should 
go to our children's education. I do not sec anyone considering a cap on the PFD Cheek.

Please listen to everyone across the slate and not just your own constiuents, don't worry about 
your votes from your own area. Pay attention to all the state's children and you can not go wrong, 
1 believe then you will get the votes you need. Please stand together, ultimately you are 
representing all o f us across the state.

Thank you again for all the hours you give to us, and the time you put into reading this letter.

Edie M ercer 
P.O. Box 498 

Healy, AK. 99743-0498 
em ercer# )m ail.denali.k l2 .ak .usvw * > i/ iw u i i . u v , i j u u . r v  I

907-683-2821 -I Ionic 
907-683-2243-Fax
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S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T
P.O. Box 226, Tok, Alaska 99780  

907 - 883-5151 
FAX: 907 - 883-5154

Rep. Mark Hanley 
A laska  S ta te  Le g is la tu re  
Room 507 
S ta te  C a p ito l 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

MAR 181998

M arch 1 3, 1 9 9 8

Re: School Foundation Funding and SB-36

Dear R e p rese n ta tive  H anley,

You have been handed th e  m o s t c o m p lic a te d , in e q u ita b le , and 
devis ive  schoo l fund ing bill in the h istory of school finances in the state 
of A laska . The proponen ts of s im plic ity  and equity have fa llen  short with 
S B -36 .

The c r i t i c a l  q u e s tio n  f o r  everyone concerned a b o u t p u b lic  s c h o o ls  in  
A laska is can SB-36 be am ended and changed enough to achieve desired 
s im p lic ity  and equab ility . I doubt that it can in the sho rt tim e le ft in th is 
session. If you conclude that it cannot, I would request tha t you look at 
the cu rren t s ta tu te  and increase the value of the foundation  unit. This 
action w ill he lp every s ing le  d istrict, urban and rural, across the entire  
state. Every school d is tric t in this state is under funded and hurting right 
now.

A g a in , R e p re s e n ta tiv e  Hanley, please support and vote fo r s im p lic ity  
and equity. In sp ite  of w hat we hear today, I rem em ber tha t the public 
school fund ing  m echanism  in current statue was prom oted and pra ised for 
being s im p le  and equ itab le  at the tim e of its passage by public school 
people and a m a jo rity  o f the leg islature.

S in c e re ly ,

T )arro ll HargTsA/es, S uperin tenden t

“ W h e r e  T e a c h e r s  A re  T h e  G a te w a y  To L e a r n i n g ”
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Steve Hamlen 
President

U n i t e d  U t i l i t i e s ,  I n c .  ^
©

Affiliate of Unicom

M arch  13, 1998 „
MAR 1 8  1996

The H on o rab le  M a rk  H an ley  
H ouse  o f  R ep re sen ta tiv e s  
S ta te C ap ito l, R oom  507 
Juneau, A la sk a  99801-1182

D ear R ep re sen ta tiv e  H anley:

U n ited  U tilitie s, Inc. p rov id es  te lecom m un ica tion s se rv ice s  in 58 rural A la sk an  com m un itie s .
W e a re  con ce rn ed  w ith  th e  unp receden ted  budge t cu ts to  ru ral schoo ls  con ta in ed  in SB  36.
A ll o f  o u r c itiz e n s  a re  d e se rv ing  o f  leg isla tiv e  d ec is io n s  th a t a re  c a re fu lly  th ough t ou t and are 
based upon an  im pa rtia l an a ly sis  o f  all th e facts.

SB  36 w ou ld  tran s fe r a pp ro x im a te ly  $31 m illio n  from  ru ra l schoo l d is tr ic ts  to  A nchorage. T he 
L ow er K u sk o kw im  Schoo l D istric t, fo r exam ple, has in fo rm ed  us th a t th ey  w ou ld  lose 
app ro x im a te ly  $8.4 m illion , 150 c lass ified  staff, and 60 teachers. T h e se  fund in g  cu ts are 
substan tia l and  I am  con cern ed  fo r th e ongo ing  ab ility  o f  o u r n a tiv e  A la sk an  ch ild ren  to rece iv e  a 
su itab le  edu ca tion . I ’m  a lso  con cern ed  that th is d eb a te  has tu rn ed  in to  a  con te s t o f  ir, ve rsu s 
them  (urban v e rsu s  rural). I ’ve  been  to ld  that a new  fund ing  fo rm u la  is b e in g  p ropo sed  that 
in c ludes fac to rs, such  as th e  a b ility  to ra ise  edu ca tiona l funds v ia  p ro p e rty  taxes, th a t are 
un rea lis tic  a n d  d e s ig n ed  to favo r one con stitu en cy  o v e r ano ther.

P lease  c a re fu lly  c o n s id e r th e  m erits  o f  SB  36. S om e th ing  is w ro ng  here  and it w ill b e  ou r n a tiv e  
ch ild ren  w ho  w ill b e  d isad van tag ed  i f  it is no t fixed. I w ish  th a t all o f  o u r leg is la to rs  cou ld  v is it 
ou r ru ral s ch o o ls  in c lud ing  o u r schoo l in H oope r B ay  and then com pare  th e se  schoo ls  w ith  any 
school in A ncho rag e . I h ave little  d o ub t that anyone cou ld  w a lk  aw ay  from  th ese  v isits  and 
suggest th a t th e  fun d in g  fo r o u r ru ra l schoo ls shou ld  b e  reduced .

S in cere ly  yours,

9
An Alaskan Native Owned Corporation 5450 A Street (000) 478-2020

Anchorage, AK 99510 1291 (907)561-1674
http://www.unicom-alaska.com Fax (907) 563-3185

http://www.unicom-alaska.com


LOW ER YUKON  SCHOOL DISTRICT
P .O .  B o x  32089  • M t.  V i l l a g e ,  A l a s k a  99632  • (907) 591-2411

Pam ela  V anW eche l 
Supe rin tenden t

F eb ru a ry  27, 1998

MAR 1 0 J998

R ep re sen ta tiv e  M a rk  H an ley  
A la sk a  S ta te  L eg is la tu re  
S ta te  C ap ito l [M S 3100]
Juneau , A la sk a  99801-1182

R ep re sen ta tiv e  H an ley :

O n b e h a lf  o f  th e  L ow e r Y ukon  School D istric t. I ’d lik e  to  tak e  th is  o ppo rtun ity  to  p e rso n a lly  
th an k  y o u  fo r  y o u r tim e  and a tten tion  w hen m ee tin g  w ith  schoo l rep resen ta tiv es du ring  th e  
L eg is la tiv e  Fly-In. L Y SD  L iaison, M ichae l P rince, B oard  M em ber, A rt H eckm an , 
S upe rin ten d en t, P am e la  S. V anW eche l and  B usin ess M anager, Dr. C arla  Sheive rep re sen ted  
LY SD  an d  m e t w ith  m any  leg isla to rs and / o r th e ir  s ta f f  d u rin g  th a t tim e.

W e co n tin u e  to  s tre ss  h ow  c ruc ia l it is to th e  w e lfa re  o f  ru ra l A la sk a ’s ch ild ren  fo r you  to  endo rse  
and  su p p o rt a  fu n d in g  fo rm u la  th a t does no t “ro b” funds from  any distric t. E qua lly  im po rtan t is 
th e a p p ro p r ia tio n  th e  m oney  d espera te ly  needed  to  fund  ou r cap ita l im p rovem en t p ro jec ts, 
c ritic a l to  m ee tin g  o u r s tu d en t’s needs.

L Y SD  h a s  sp en t tw o  hund red  thousand do lla rs  o v e r th e las t fo u r years dev e lop ing  C ap ita l 
Im p ro v em en t P lans, to  p lace  and  keep ou r tw o m o s t c ritic a l n e e d ’s schoo ls  a t th e top  o f  th e  
D ep a rtm en t o f  E d u c a tio n ’s lis t (i.e., P ilo t S ta tion  #3, K o tlik  #4). It is im pera tive  th a t funds 
b ecom e ava ilab le , soon. E nclosed , p lease  find  a copy  o f  The Tundra D rum s w hich con ta in s tw o  
a rtic le s  d e sc r ib in g  th e  “app a llin g” cond ition s a t P ilo t S ta tion .

A gain , I app ea l to  yo u  as a  S ta te sm an  rep re sen ting  th is  G rea t S ta te  o f  A laska. P lease  cast y o u r 
vo te  to  e n su re  th e  b e s t edu ca tion  po ssib le  fo r A la sk a ’s m o s t p rec io u s  resource, o u r ch ild ren  . . . 
fo r A L L  o f  A la sk a ’s ch ild ren!

M ich ae l H un t 
L Y SD  B o a rd  C ha irm an
Alakanul: Emmonak Hooper Bay Kotlik Mai hall Mt. Village Pilot Station Pilkn’ s Point Russian Mission Scammon Bay Sheldon Point
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Sewage
threatens
school
safety
Problem expected 
to worsen as 
oreakup approaches

3yO«UeyCocbr«n
"He Tundra Drums

PILOT STATION —  At Pilot 
?uunn Elementaiy School last week. 
“ - jno 3-ycar-old boys showed off 
nr*r .anhatjLw nn .1 jungle gym just 

awav from an open sewer man- 
*: .ontaimng raw sewage.

toile. a man wearing a gas 
-n .v^H B ovc r (he cordoned-off 

Biding a halogen lamp to 
light
wa« dowT) In the 03re tryfng to fix the 
vr.woi's sewage pump. The pump, 

which failed on Jan. 20, normally 
moves sewage from the nearly 40- 
year-old school up to a sewage lagoon 
less than a quarter o f a mile away.

Because o f the pump failure, the 
students, staff and faculty at the eJe- 
mentuy school have been using hoo­
ey buckets for the last six weeks.

These are little kids who don't 
know much about hygiene, said 
Pamela VanWechel, superintendent 
of the Lower Yukon School District 

In one classroom which smelled 
of sewige, the students looked happy 
enough as they made green and pur­
ple Play-dob models o f Eskimo 
dancers in anticipation o f a weeirxd 
potlatch. But Pilot Suiion he/tj. 
aides warn about a hepatitis A out­
break, and point out the high inci­
dence o f srtp throat, bronchitis, diar­
rhea and other illnesses at (he 
elementary school.

In a normal February, the elemen­
tary school doesn't have a major 
problem with raw sewage— it's gen­
erally frozen. True, electrical prob­
lems in the past have caused pipes to 
freeze, and the sewage pump some­
times fails. Honey buckets arc -ever 
far from being pressed into service. 
And this most recent pump failure 
has prompted teachers to shorten or 
move classes, parents to remove 
children from (he school, and the 
school to shorten its daily operating 
hours — all in an effort to prevent 
more illnei'cs.

At any outer school, these would 
be dj^^neasures.

| ic spring breakup, the 
sani^^prob lem  will get worse as 
raw sewage, carried Oj flood waters, 
surrounds Pilot Station's "old town,”  
which includes the elementary 
school and the homes o f approxi­
mately 10 families. No amount o f

Sm  S«waQ«, Page 28

A«ron SfAaw/rijndr* Ofljma
Student*, teachers -  .9 community member* flooded the BRHSgym na ilum  last Thursday to  remember Josh  Palacloa and 
Ron Edwards. The event v;n* followed by a on*-year fa a it  and a musical perfo rm ance paying IrlbutaTo the ala ln princi­
pal and atudant.

Y < ~ V  . ^ T S P F ,
C o r a t i r n u n i t y  g a t h e r s  t o  h o n o r  E d w a r d s /  P q l a c i p s

\r ;’>■
By Aaron Spttzor
The Tundra Drum,

Aiitdid 12 months ago, the reg­
ular order o f  things at Bethel 
Regional High School halted Feb. 
19 — this time not In chaos but with 
a cm  fully-orchestrated celebration 
o f  the lives o f  slain principal Ron 
Edwards and student Josh Palacios.

On a still, tunny Thursday, hun­
dreds o f tiik ia ti, leathers, parents 
and community members quietly 
filed Into the high school gym to 
memorialize the two Bethel resi­
dent lolled last yeoi Lithe shooting 
rampage at the school.

Sonin wore solemn suits and 
dresses, and * few appeared in yel­
low, orange ar red armbands, iden­
tifying them ss visitors to the 
rehool.Tesus shined on faces young 
raid old, but so did poignant smiles, 
us reluming graduates and former 
stafT reunited with friends and 
teachers, enveloping on: nnother in 
comforting embraces.

Among the festive nlhletic-lenm 
banners decorating what on week­

end becomes the WairiocDccve,'* ; -morqievident than on the tear- 
new aign bung from Ihe. raften^ stained face o f  Claudia Palacios, 
“We honor our loved ooes'oo*.^ ’ whio j  spoke- extemporaneously 
the way we grieve but by the.wiryiijiefore lhe crowd, displaying the

V iL c l-  .^A je.dlisrm tof sincerity she has 
initrous 'sirioe her oon was shot

we live."
1 In the face o f  a monstrous’ 
tragedy, those ore words which {be. ,, "Josh hod t  lot o f focus—he had 
school has mode Its motto, said Lea’ drearni" she said. “ All o f you can 

, Doenur, who wot colloid upoc to*-"llvo fhoup, dreams fo r Josh. You
serve at actjnsceindi«linUiniwla:c lyvb ltfeV^d -

• o f the shooting, i ’ W * ’ l
Daenzcr Waa'nnerqofdfW 

administrators who addressed'

helium balloons which would laser Palacios urged the students to
be released in memory o f Palacios , . resell out to one another, to prevent 
and Edwards. 11 '• farther Evan Ramsey from filling

Doenzer read on essay wriuen tlr ough the crack*.
to he occasion by student Andy 
/  igltmin, summing up tvhal far 
many was a profound real I ration of 
the last year. “ It's frightening how 
easily one can die," Angslman 
wrote. "It's frightening how cosily 
one person con cause so much grief 
for so many."

Nowhere that day was grief

begged students to come to her with 
their problems.

“ I don’t care where I am —  if 
you need something, coll me. Those 
o f you who know me know I  mean 
that," she said.

, Josh's failier, Rodney Thomas, 
urged the assembly not to harbor 
haired. He said he his stopped 
blaming Ramsey and urged the 

it's ever going to crowd to do likewise, 
iy p’/  iu. What hap- - *1 believe we should all Cud it

ytoragr today will affect In our-hea's to forgive Evan 
— Ramsey." he odd.

He also gave special thanks to 
student Raul Sanchez and teacher 
Reyne Albania, who stayed by his 
mortally wounded ton, facing 
down e gun-toting Ramsey as oth­
ers fled for their lives.

It's, that kind o f courage and 
compassion that are desperately 
needed, said LKSD director o f per­
sonnel Gory Baldwin, "iflhaveone
hope, it is thu we will continue to 
watch out for one another, to core 
for one another," he said. “ 1 can't 
think o f i  better way to honor Josh 
end Ron,"

. “ There's loti o f kids like Evan 
or d they need our support and they 
need our friendship," she said.

And she wondered aloud 
whether Ramsey —  and. in turn, 
Edwards and her son —  could have 
been saved if  the troubled boy lied 
been her own foster son, or had 
approached her for kelp. And so she

L a w s u i t  c h a l l e n g e s  l i m i t s  o h  d a m a g e  a w a r d s
The Associated Press

ANCHORAGE— A lowsuit was filed Bcb. 17 in Betliel challenging the 
constitutionality o f the suite's new law that limits the amount o f money a 
jury can award injured people. ;

The lawsuit attacks a law passed by the Legislature Ion year thal 
restricts who con sue whom, wlien they can sue. and for how much. The 
law went into effect Aug. 7.

1 Because trial lawyers fought hard to block the law's passage, support­
ers of,the measure aren't surprised by the challenge.

,“ It .was just a matter o f them wilting for llte right cose," said Rep. B nan 
. Porter, R-Anchorage, a sponsor o f the bill.

, J lx  lawsuit was filed by a lc*m o f attorneys on bcholi'of 16-year-old 
i David "Buddy" Kutch Jr. o f Bethel. Ho was paralyzed from die neck down 
In a snowmachine accident In December.

S«a Lawsuit, Paga 17
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pumping or of going homr uriy will 
eradicate this problem.

According to Linda Minock, a 
mother o f three toddlers, she can see 
toilet paper floating during breakup.

The sewage problem is due, quite 
simply, to gravity. If the geography 
A the village o f Pilot Station is like 
j  salad bowl, as school principal 
George Brackin explained, then the 
•Id tow n is the pool o f salad dressing 
eft at the bottom of the bowl. On the 
•n* of the howl is the rest o f town, 

ru'luding the landfill, the sewage 
aC'-'-n and a stream that swells in 
•< -pring, carrying a burden of 
cwjgc from the lagoon down to the 
.1 *»hvn and into the Yukon River.

•nc vcai during breakup, the 
w iyard'* rocking horses floated

uptown with fecal matter, Brackin 
said. On a beautiful spring day, he 
said, the single outdoor basketball 
court in Pilot Station will go unused, 
submerged under 1 1/2 feet o f flood- 
waier. And the outdoor wooden 
walkways between classrooms will 
hover just over the flood level.

“ During the springtime wc have 
to relocate the entire school —  phys­
ically move it to the high school 
gym." said assistant superintendent 
Roger Adams. This is, however, a 
short-term solution that jeopardizes 
the education o f both the elementary 
and high school students, he said.

The most obvious long-term 
solution to this, Idem is to close 
the school and relocate the classes.

Yet principal Brackin, who with 
his wife moved to Pilot *S(auon last 
August, lives in fear o f this solution 
—  in such fear that workers at (he 
Alaska Department o f 
Environmental Conservation were

Otktoy Coch/enTTunJra Owm
Rot Station "o ld  town" resident Linda Minock, mother o f three, 

"s tand s  outside he r hom e la s t Friday. In th * background la 
frozen sewage, In some places 13 feet deap, carried by a stream 
that tlows by the elementary schoo l. "In the spring. I can aee.tol- 
lat paper and a lu ff floa ting ,'

B u s i n e s s  D i r e c t o r y ..
P l e a  s o  C a l l  5 4 3 - 3 5 0 0  T o  A d v e r t i s e

unaware of the magnitude o f the 
problem until recently, becauae.no’ I 
one had reported 11 . L. * ! , I

Became there are Few public • 
spaces In this village o f 547 resi­
dents, the concent is that the-DCC 
will condemn the ichool ind stu­
dents won't havo anywhere to go./

“Right now we're lrr* to a |t js h / , 
union. We don’ t have any,oth|r%,i 
buildings for the studenta,!! « a ld '.|
Advisory School Board member 
Evan Nick. According lie Nidc, tho , 
city buildings don't have running 
water, so they can't be used as alter­
nate classrooms. "And churches 
aren't for school,”  he said, echoing a 
widely-held village belief,

A new Pilot Station elementary 
school Is the lop priority for the.
Lower Yukon School District, arid' 
has been for a number o f years, 
superintendent VanWechel said. The ., j 
new school is third on the statewide 
legislative.priority list for ichool 
replacement. VanWechel sold. But 
according to Brackin, i t  present the,; J 
earliest that the funding wlILcornc^ 1 
through is2001. • r 1- -  -''■r  V ' l

"2001— that's too long," said^’ l  
ASB member Laurie Edwards, |

"What is it going to take to get 1  ‘ 
new school faster? Who else can we 
call?" asked ASB member Susie 
Makaily. concerned about,village chikap | 
dtcn being in an unsafe eawragipcot'c 

VanWechel Is currently in ju n q fjy  
trying to acquire money from (he- 
Legislature to fund the new ichodi ' 
for Pilot Station, as well as to lobby 
for other Lower Yukon problems.

"Some o f the legislators who/ 
haven’ t bcen in rural\^ltska jusi>\ 
don't understand the severity o f the 
situation," she u ld .

“ I f  wc have i  hepatitis A outbreak 
here, then the state officials will 
notice us," said joumilism teacher
Gail Hill, "And then it will be loo p ||0 g s ta tion  schoo l principal Goorga Brackfn point* down tha 

rwmqgt>oi*7Wtr*ra^narr hay* b a rn  w orking to  rapa lr a broken..
_ ---

I l l n e s s  r a m p a n t  a t
s e w a g e - p l a g u e d  s c h o o l

Oakfey CochrarVTurdri Drvn#
laic."

. By OakJey Cochran

Bentley’s Porter House Bed & Brtafjost"Your horn* fv ijfront komt"
JRgw” 

(24 FUrt Av*nue 907-543-3552 543-35(1 FAX
pm nuu B inSHORTY'S SHOP
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Bethel Drilling 
& Welding
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J ^ jT E E L  CQ
543-2026
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543-5243
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Gold-.

HI SIDE AO #07/547-3337

IH BETHEL 543-5626
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F IT N E S S
IN S T R U C T IO N
iMOfvtouAL & Group Or ComwxD Pvwohm. T«\a*ui Can waicUh fit p%w?ctfwltme c*ki CorU ann 443-4243

B ethel H e a tin g  S erv ice
Repairs, Service ■rvd SaIc*. p  
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Grant Fairbanks, Fran Reich
.543-4242

ADVERTISE "543-3500
Red’s  WeldingWater Tanks • Sewer Tamcs & UnciMANE Spray Foamho You Ono-Stop Tank Shop!
5 4 3 -3 1 6 4  o r  5 4 3 -3 3 9 2

FIFTH A V E lftj?*  
BEVGBHEAKfAm

310 6nt Ave., P.O. Boot SL6
Bene, Alaska »§fiM 628'

19071543-2059 • Fax 543-4365

(• ThaTtotdra Crums
PILOT STATION—The colder the better, laid two Pilot Station health 

aides last week.
^ "A cco rd ing  to Molly Francis and Sheila Micock, when it's cold, the 
7 |jw  iewage around Pilot Stauoa'i"o ld (own" ia generally frozen —  
, -which la why there arc typically fewer II Incites during tho deed o f wiu- 
K ter than in apring and fall, when the sewage is fresh. The village ele- 
r'rnentary school and the homca o f about 10 families n  located in the old 

town, below the town's sewage lagoon.
Diseases resulting from the presence o f  raw sewage cut include diar- 

. 'diet, cramps, nausea, headaches, fatigue and possibly jaundice, accord- 
,;ing to Northein'TcatiijgLaboratories, on environmental consulting and 
testing firm with lain in Fairbanks and Anchorage Viruses, including 

' hepatitis,'and bacteria causing cholera and other diseases can be tnru- 
’milted through raw tewtge

According to Francis and Minoqk, the 127 students at the elemen­
tary school conlncr many moce illnesses than students at the high ichool, 
which has 48 students and la located above the sewage lagoon. White t 
forma), investigative study has yet to be initiated, the Pilot Station health 
aides ha ve compared the number o f clinic visits front elemenUuy students 
to those o f high school students for four months list f i l l . The number o f 
visits by elementary students appeals disproportionately high.

For example, lit t fall elementary students visited the health clinic 38 
times due to bronchitis —  23 visits occurred in October alone. Just (wo 
bronchitis-related visits were made during the four months by high school 

. students. Elcrnr n.uy students went to the clinic 58 times due to diarrhea; 
two visits were made by high school students. And sore tiirosts prompt­
ed 108 visits from elementary students, and 13 from high school stu­
dents. Other illnesses sufTcred by the elementary school children have 

included pinkeye, viral common cold, skin problems and influenza. 
Faculty and staff have alsq been II).

"1 hope the governor learns about this. There's a chance o f a hepsti- 
• t il A outbreak," Minock said. She went on to say that the village had an 
l outbreak o f hepatitis in the 1960s, and several hepatitis A cases in tire 
'.rr id-1990s. There are at least 24 camera o f hepstitis D in the village 
-st/hi now, she said.
V  v l  hate to see my grandkids going to school down there with the toi­
lets not working good," Francis said.
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i s  • W R 1 9  , 9 B  ,

f U h p A ,  t h J y *
SB36

Please kill or radically modify SB 36. It will have a very negative affect on 
Southwestern Alaska, especially the schools. It has been estimated that 2 or 
3 schools in the Lower Kuskokwim School District alone would dose( there 
are 5 different districts here). There would be an estimated loss of 115 
classified employees (mostly Alaskan Natives) and 65 certified positions. As it is, children in these rural school districts don't receive a comparable 
education to urban school districts. If SB 36 passes, rural schools will really 
be in trouble. LKSD's bilingual program wiT also have to be elirainiated The 
program has been making remarkable progress Just in the last several years, 
rapidly developing curriculum materials, and rmrking to preserve the Yup'ik 
Eskimo language and culture. Research, shows that if children develop good 
Literacy skills in their primary language, they laam better in a second 
language. Please don't allow this progress to be lost j 

Southwestern Alaska has the highest employment rates hr the state of 
Alaska, especially in the winter. The school districts are among the bash's 
larger employees. Removing 58,400,000 from out economy, especially utter 
a terrihlp ffahfng season, wiQ be devastating.

In my opinion thbr process of talcing resources from rural areas and placing 
them in urban areas is a travesty. Has the State forgotten where it came 
from? If this process continues the State will become more divided, perhaps 
literally. Anchorage seems quite happy taking the bush's money during the 
ArN conference and at other tiinx when many Buah residents visit 
Anchorage. Ifthisbill passes, perhaps the Bush will take its business to 
Seattle.
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P.O. Box 33 
Pelican, Alaska 99832 
March 18, 1998 W A R  1  9  7 J 9 8

The Honorable Senator Jerry Mackie 
Dear Senator Mackie:
1 am writing concerning SB 36, the education funding rewrite. There is a need to reallocate funds 
and rewrite the funding formula but I agree with you that, “this is not the right way to do it.” The 
inflated spending hAbits of single site districts deserve a closer look by the State. Some single site 
districts fail to use fiscal restraint and wise spending of education dollars received.
It was stated in the Southeast Empire, mid March edition 1998, “...the Pelican School District 
would lose 35% of its funding and would probably have to close.” Where did this inaccurate 
statement come from? Pelican has 32 students gradz” K -12.
According to the Single Site School District Consortium, Pelican would lose $188,000 in funding 
with SB 36 and $51,000 from Single site allocation. $239,000 approximate total decline. Pelican’s 
current budget is (roughly +/-) $700,000. Take away $239,000 for 32 students and that leaves 
approximately, $461,000 for 32 students. The education system in Pelican can continue to provide 
a quality education for their students with a budget of $461,000.
The October 1997 elections changed the leadership makeup of the Pelican School Board. Within 
the last few months, the current school board signed a new contract with a Superintendent, hiring 
at $70,000 a year plus a foil benefits package and a guaranteed pay increase to $75,000 plus foil 
benefits next year. The Supt. is the on site administrator overseeing 4 foil time certified teachers, 4 
foil time classified employees, 1 part time classified employee and substitute employees.
Compare this with other larger school districts in Southeast Alaska. Larger districts cover an 
extensive geographic area and experience increased student enrollment. I am familiar with the 
Chatham School District, it is made up of several school sites within its district, each site will be 
impacted by SB 36, losing revenues and in anticipation of funding cuts, Chatham REAA is 
proceeding with a reduction in force (laying off teachers).
The Pelican City Council is discussing the prospect of changing from 1*' class city status to 2nd 
class city status because of declining revenues from raw fish tax, sales tax, and forest receipts 
(timber tax). The mandate of a 1" class city to pay 4 mills($S2,000) to schools is having a 
negative impact on pi yviding basic services within city limits. The City will not meet its obligation 
to the schools. This community is experiencing economic difficulties. As a result, the City may be 
petitioning for 2nd class city status. The city may not be a single site school district. In an REAA, 
Pelican would receive funding closer to the level of SB 36.
In closing, a funding formula rewrite and closer scrutiny of education dollars is needed. Basic 
education is accountable to the future of our children and economy. And your continued emphasis 
on fiscal responsibility and appropriate decision making will guide the destiny of Alaska.
As a stakeholder in education: I am a Pelican High School graduate and a 26 year resident of 
Pelican, a parent with 4 children, and have an extended family with children in public education.
My family and I know that you care about Alaska’s rural residents and children. Thank you for 
your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Patricia Phillips



M arganna Avugiak 
P.O. B ox 50 
Chefomak, A laska 99561 
M arch 19, 1998

Representative M ark Hanley 
H ouse  o f  Representatives 
S tate Capitol, Room  507 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

D ear Representative M r. Hanley,

Hi! M y name is M arganna Avugiak from Chefomak, Alaska. l a m a  sophom ore here at 

C aputnguaq H igh School which is under the L ow er Kuskokw im  Schooi D istrict. The 

school that I am currently in is teaching me well as well as the o ther students.

The environment in the school is great and the teachers try their best to  teach us. The 

students g e t along w ith th e teachers and we try ou r best to  learn. R ight now  everything is 

go ing fine. Students use all o f  the material and equipment in this school fo r learning, and 

are happy w ith the number o f  teachers that w e have becuase they help us to  understand 

what w e need to learn.

I strongly oppose Senate Bill 36 because I believe that it will affect th e jo b s  and the 

education that our school provides in ou r village. W e do not w ant the bill to  pass because 

if  it does it will affect our school in many different ways. Fo r example, there will be a 

decrease in the number o f  teachers, books and the amount o f  food, school maintenance, 

and student travel.
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Based on my reasons stated above I  would really appreciate it i f  you would no t vo te  fo r 

Senate Bill 36. Thank You!

Sincerely,

T V V jV^ i 

M arganna Avugiak
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Evelyn Agnus 
P.O. B ox 88 
Chefomak, AK  99561 
3-17-98

Representative M ark Hanley 
H ouse  o f  Representatives 
S tate Capitol, R oom  507 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Mr. Hanley:

I am against Senate Bill 36 .1 am asking you to  vo te  no  on SB 36, because I ’m 
afraid it will hu rt my education in the near future.

I f  SB 36 is passed, younger students will be disappointed by no t learning things 
they have to  know. W hat i f  they have home schooling? W ould their parents like it tha t 
way? Som e o f  the students would transfer to  o ther places to  find a be tte r school. B u t they 
w ou ldn’t like leaving their families ju s t fo r school.

In the fu ture some rural students might receive poo r education. F o r  example, w ith 
few er certified teachers and teacher aides, students’ grades could become lower. This will 
hurt them  if they plan to  go  to  college in the future.

In  schools there w ou ldn’t  be enough supplies like books, papers, pencils to  help us 
learn. So please don ’t pass Senate Bill 36. Thank you.

Sincerly,

Evelyn Agnus
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M agdalene Tunuchuk
P O. Box 57 
Chefomak, AK 99561 
3/17/98

Represen ta tive M ark Hanley 
H ouse o f  R epresentatives 
S ta te  Capito l Room  507 
Juneau, AK  99801

D ear M r. Hanley,

I  am against Senate Bill 36. I am asking you to  vote no on SB 36 because I am 
afraid it will hurt my education in the near future.

I w ant ou r schools to  have enough money because I want to  learn many things. I f  
SB 36 is passed som e teachers and teacher aides might lose their jobs. Some students 
m ight have to  go to  school at home o r  they m ight have to  go  to  a board ing school. Some 
students w ould have to  leave their families for a long time i f  the schools close.

Ju st because some students live in urban school districts does no t mean that money 
should b e  taken away from rural school districts. So please vote no on SB 36. Thank you.

Sincerely,

M agdalene Tunuchuk
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Sophie T. W iseman 
P.O. Box 77 
Chefom ak, AK  99561 
3/17/98

Representative M ark Hanley 
H ouse o f  R epresentatives 
S ta te  Capitol, Room  507 
Juneau, AK 99801

D ear Mr. Hanley,

I am against Senate Bill 36. I am asking you to  vo te no on SB 36 because Tin 
afraid it will hurt my education in the near future.

I think som e village schools will be closed. M ore students will have hom e 
schooling from school to  school.

Schools m ight have less money to  buy the school supplies and pay fo r activities. 
Teacher's aides m ight lose their jobs. Again please vo te no or, Senate Bill 36. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sophie T. W iseman
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Kimberly Abraham 
P.O. B ox 34 

Chefomak, AK  99561 
3/18/98

Representative M ark Hanley 
H ouse o f  Representatives 
S ta te  Capitol, R oom  507 
Juneau, AK  99801

D ear Mr. Hanley:

I am against Senate Bill 36 .1 am asking you to  vo te  no on SB 36 because I am 
afraid it will hurt my education in the near future.

T am thinking some village schools will close and most students will have home 
schooling. Some students m ight even transfer to  other schools. I f  they transfe r to  o ther 
schools, they will hardly sec their relatives.

1 am  also thinking that we will receive a  poo r education if  SB 36 passes. O ur 
schools will have less m oney for us to  buy school supplies and to  spend fo r activities. I t 
m ight even reduce certified and classified teachers in rural schools. I am asking you to 
vo te  no. Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

K imberly Abraham
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Carm en L. Chagluak 
P.O. B ox 15 
Chefornak, AK  99561 
3/17/98

R epresen ta tive M ark  Hanely 
H ouse o f  R epresentatives 
S ta te  C apito l R oom  507 
Juneau, AK  99801

D ea r Mr. Hanley,

I am  against Senate Bill 3 6 .1 am asking you to v o te  no  on SB 36 because I am 
afraid it will hurt my education in the near future.

T he reason why I am asking you to  vo te  is because I  am afraid o f  losing our 
school. I am really afraid because i f  our school closed dow n students m ight have to  have 
hom e schooling, o r they m ight have to  transfer to ano ther school. A lso i f  this happens 
som e studen ts m ight no t w ant to  go to  school, o r they m ight drop out. I f  SB 36 passes a 
lo t o f  studen ts will be hurl.

H ow  would you feel i f  you w ere one o f  us, really scared and you don ’t w ant to  
loose you r family by go ing to  ano ther school? I f  people vo te  no 1 will be happy and feel 
safe fo r o u r school.

Sincerely,

Carm en L. Chagluak



«
Jessica K. Lew is 
P.O. Box 2 
Chefomak, AK  99561 
3/17/98

Representative M ark Hanley 
H ouse o f  Representatives 
S ta te  Capital, Room  507 
Juneau, AK  99801

D ear M r. Hanley,

I am  against Senate Bill 36. I am asking you to  vo te no on SB 36 because I am 
afraid it will hurt my education in the near future.

I am also afraid that schools might shut down. S tudents will be home-schooled o r 
will be transferred to  o ther places. I f  you transferred from a good village to  a family you 
don ’t know, how  would you feel?

I f  money is taken from rural schools and given to o the r urban schools, teachers 
will g e t fired. Some teachers are good explainers for tough problems. Those good teachers 
m ight g e t fired.

I f  you vo te yes for SB 36. kids that w ere sm a t  in math o r reading might become a 
little dumber. I f  you have children who go to  school, how  would you and you r children 
feel i f  they d idn’t get the best education they could?

Rural schools need the money, too; urban schools a ren’t the only ones. People in 
rural schools want to learn as much as they can. I th ink the people in A laska should vo te 
no  to  th e Senate Bill 36.

Sincerely,
\

Jessica K. Lew is
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N u i n I k U k
P.OA»4 

1 Red Last Turn Housing Road 
C b rfo ou lc . A K  9 9 5 6 1 -0 0 4 6

PS on . 8 6 7 -8 7 0 0  
Home Phone 8 6 7 -8 965
Email uibuctles^ehefotTmKltu^.Khoo lzone.net

M a r c h  18, 1998

M a r k  H a n le y  
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  
S la te  C a p i to l ,  R o o m  507 
J u n e a u ,  A K  99801-1182

D e a r  M r .  H a n le y ,

I a m  a g a i n s t  S e n a t e  B i l l  36. I  a ru  a s k in g  y o u  t o  v o te  N O  o n  SB  3G b e c a u s e  I  a m  a f r a id  i t  w o u ld  h u r t  i n y  
c h i l d r e n ’s ’ e d u c a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  c h i ld r e n  o f  r u r a l  A la s k a .

T h e  r e a s o n  w h y  I  a m  a s k i n g  y o u  to  v o t e  i s  b e c a u s e  1 a m  a f r a id  o f  lo s in g  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  m y  v i l l r  g e . I  a m  a l s o  a f r a id  
th e  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  m i g h t  lo s e  t h e i r  s c h o o l s  a s  w e l l .  I f  th e s e  s c h o o ls  c lo s e d  d o w n , t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e s e  s c h o o l s  
w o u ld  b e  f o r c e d  in to  h o m e  s c h o o l in g  o r  to  g o  to  b o a r d in g  s c h o o ls .  T h a t  w o u ld  g iv e  t h e m  a  h a r d e r  t im e  in  g e t t i n g  a  
p r o p e r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  k e e p  th e m  in  t h e i r  o w n  c u l t u r a l  s e t t in g s  a t t h e  s a m e  t im e . I f  t h a t  1 t a p p e r s  t h e  s tu d e n t s  m ig h t  
n o t w a n t  to  g o  to  s c h o o l  a n d  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  m ig h t  n o t  w a n t  to  o r  n o t  b e  a b le  t o  a f f o r d  t o  s e n d  th e m  a w a y  to  b o a r d in g  
s c h o o l s  t h u s  f o r c in g  s o m e  to  d r o p  o u t. I f  S B  36 p a s s e s  a  lo t  o f  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  w o u ld  b e  h u r t .

A n o th e r  r e a s o n  t h a t  I  d o n ’t t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  s h o u ld  p a s s  i s  th a t  i t  w o u ld  ta k e  jo b s  f r o m  r u r a l  v i l l a g e s  w h ^ r e  th e y  
a r e  i n  d i r e  n e e d .  A  lo t  o f  t h e  j o b  b a s e s  o f  t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r c  th e  s c h o o ls .  T h a t  w o u ld  h u r t  (lie c h i l d r e n  in  
a n o t h e r  w a y . S o m e  o f  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  w o u l d n ’t  h a v e  j o b s  a n d  th a t  m e a n s  i l t a t  l lv :y  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  t h e  m o n e y  to  g e t 
w h a t  th e y  n e e d  a t  h o m e .  T h i s  b i l l  w o u ld  h u r t  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f  r u r a l  A la s k a  b u t  a l s o  r u r a l  A l a s k a ’s  
h o m e  l i v e s  a s  w e ll.

J u s t  t h i n k  h o w  y o u  w o u ld  fee l I f  y o u  w e r e  in  o u r  sh o e s . R e a l ly  a f r a i d  o f  lo s in g  j o b s  a n d  l ire  e d u c a t i o n  o f  y o u r  
c h i ld re n ?  R e a l l y  a f r a i d  o f  h a v i n g  to  s e n d  y o u r  c h i ld r e n  to  a  b o a r d in g  sc h o o l?  1 d o n ’t k n o w  a n d  c o u ld n ' t  k n o w  
h o w  y o u  w o u ld  fe e l.  B u t  I k n o w  h o w  I  f e d .  1 w o u ld  a p p r e c ia te  y o u r  h e lp  b y  v o t in g  N O  o n  S B  36.

T l i a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t im e  a n d  c o n s id e r a t i o n .

S in c e r e ly ,

W a y n e  A . B u c k le s  J r .
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Norm an Tunuchuk 
PO Box 3 b' 
C he fom ak ,. JK 99561 
3/18/98

Represen ta tive M ark H anley 
H ouse o f  R epresen ta tive 
S ta te Capitoi, R oom  507 
Juneau, A '\. 99801-1182

D ear Mr. Hanley,
I'm against Senate Bill 36. I'm asking you to vo te no on Senate Bill 36 because I'm 

afraid it will hurt my education in the near future.
I f  you vo te yes, rural schools might lose a lot o f  money. M any th ings m ight 

happen to  the students. Some students will have a home schooling and som e students will 
m ove to  o th e r -choois.

T he studcntf . education might become poor if  money for rural schools is reduced. 
Som e schools will need school supplies for the students to use. The schools need also 
need extra-curricular activities and sports.

M any certified teacher’s jobs will be lost, and a lot o f  classified job s will be  lost 
too. P lease don't vo te fo r Senate Bill 36.

Sincerely,

N orm an Tunuchuk
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Rudy Kairaiuak J r 
P.O. B ox 31 
Chefomak, AK 995ol 
3/18/98

Represen ta tive M ark Hanely 
H ouse  o f  R epresentatives 
S ta te  Capitol, Room  507 
Juneau, AK 99801

D ear M r. H anely
I  am  against Senate Bill 36 .1 am asking you to  v o te  no on SB 36 because I'm 

afraid it will hurt my education in the near future.
I f  th is bill passes village schools could be closed. I f  som e schools are closed some 

students will have home schooling. Some other students will transfer to  o ther schools and 
leave th e ir home.

A no ther reason is certified and classified teachers will lo se their jobs. I f  that 
happens students will get a poo r education and might no t know  as much as others. 
R esiden ts that worked for the school will a have a hard tim e paying bills when SB 36 is 
passed. P lease do no t vo te for this bill

Sincerely,

R udy Kairaiuak Jr
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Willie Avugiak 
P.O. Box 62 
Chefomak, AK 99561 
3/17/98

Represen ta tive M ark Hanley 
H ouse  o f  Representatives 
S ta te  Capitol, R oom  507 
Juneau, AK  99801

D ear M ark  Hanley,

I am against Senate Bill 36. I am asking you  to  vo te  no on SB 36 because I am 
afraid it will hurt my education in the near future.

N o t only will it hurt my education it will hu rt o thers too. I f  w e don't have the 
education  w e would like to  have, w e ’ll have move to  o the r places to  get it.

H e re  th e school provides most o f  the jobs in this village. M y paren ts and many 
o th e r paren ts could lose there  jobs if  SB 36 is passed. I f  they lost their jo b s  they wouldn't 
p rov ide as well fo r their children because they have to  pay for o the r bills.

I f  you and the o ther representatives vo ted no then student from rural villages 
w ould ge t a good education. B u t if  you vote yes people from rural villages might go  to 
c ites fo r school. W hen that happens I think the schools will be overcrowded.

Sincerely,

Willie Avugiak
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Diana Lewis 
B ox 7
Chefornak, AK  99561 
3/17/98

Representative M ark Hanley 
H ouse  o f  Representatives 
S ta te  Capitol, R oom  50 /
Juneau, AK  99801

D ear Mr. Hanley,

I am against Senate Bill 36. I am asking you to  vo te  no  on SB 36 because I ’m 
afraid it will hurt my education in the near future.

H ere are the following reasons: our school m ight no t have enough money fo r me 
to  go  to  school, o ther schools m ight even shut down, there w on ’t be any money fo r school 
supplies, teachers will lose their jobs because there  m ight no t be enough money to  pay 
them, and most o f  all I would also receive a p o o r education.

P lease say no for th e sake o f  children’s future.

Sincerely,

D iana Lew is
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Deborah D. M. Kusaiak 
P.O. Box 14
Chefomak, A laska 99561 
3/17/98

Represen ta tive M ark Hanley 
H ou se  o f  R epresentatives 
S ta te  Capitol, R oom  507 
Juneau, A laska 99801

D ear M r.Hanley,

I am against Senate Bill 3 6 .1 am asking you to  vo te no  on SB 36, because 1 am 
afraid it will hurt my education in th e near future. I'm afraid the schools m ight be  closed 
fo r a long  period o f  tim e because people m ight vo te  for Senate Bill 36.

I ’m against SB 36 because schools help children learn more. I f  there's less money 
som e o f  the teachers might loose the ir jobs, and th e  children will be hurt. So please say yes 
to  the children, and say no to  SB 36.

Sincerely,

Deborah D. M. Kusaiak
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Lara Crome-Guthric

Box 17
K w ig illin g o k , A K  99622

M A R  2  0  1 9 9 8

March 17, 1938
i

M a rlj H an le y
A lu l  a  S u t e  L e g is la tu re
State Capitol
Juneju, AK 99801-1182

D ea r M r. H an l7 :
w im
25®/0

1 a m  w r i t in g  to  u r g e  y o u  to  f ig h t S e n a te  BUI 36, n o w  b e f o r e  th e  H o u s e .  I  am  a  te a c h e r  in  th e  L o w e r  Kuskok-  
S choo l D is t r i c t .  T h is  b i l l  w o u ld  c ru s h  o u r  d is t r ic t ,  A m t ,tg  o th e r  th in g s , th e  b ill w o u ld  c u t  o u r  b u d g e t  b y  n e a r ly

S u c h  a  c u t  w o u ld  le a d  to  th e  lo ss  o f  o v e r  100 c la ss if ie d  p iu i i i u u s  iu  Use d i s t r i c t  a n d  Over 60  c e r t i f ie d  p o s i t io n s .  
T h e  n its  w o u ld  m o s t  lik e ly  cau se  tw o  o r  t h r e e  s c h o o ls  to  b e  d o s e d ,  f u r t h e r ,  th e  c u ts  w o u ld  fo rc e  u s  t o  e n d  o u r  b i l in ­
g u a l j ro g ra m , w h ic h  h a s  w o n  aw a rd s  f r o m  th e  S ta te  o f  A laska fo r  i ts  e f fe c t iv e n e s s  in  e d u c a t in g  th e  c h i ld re n  o f  th e  
Y u k tjn- K u skokw im  D e l ta .  T h e s e  c h i ld re n  d e p e n d  o n  u s  f o r  th e i r  e d u c a tio n ,  a n d  w e  d e p e n d  o n  le g is la to rs  lik e  y o u r s e l f  
t o  ju p p o r t  u s  in  o u r  e f fo r ts .  P le a se  f ig h t th is  b ill.

Sincerely,

te- G u th rie

Phone. (907) Sl» KOI Kwigtrhr®*nl.rr>m
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VOTE NO
O N  S E N A T E  B I L L  3 6

Y E S  N O

As devastating as tlicse cuts will be, Skagway does not support fixing this bill at 
the expense o f other lural communities who may suffer even inoie dine 
consequences. Under S.B. 36, the real Ioscis are the children, and the only 
winners rue the politicians.

The Skagway City School District will celebrate the school’s 100th Annivcrsaiy 
in September 1998. This school has 100 years o f  continuous histoiy o f  providing 
quality education to the community’s children. Mow will this school continue to 
provide quality education, improve, and meet the new 2002 high school 
graduation requirements wil'^ ut enough money?

... ~ v rr ], ‘

S K A G W A Y  : A  C O M M U N IT Y  U N D ER  LEGISLATIVE S IEG E

T h e  E f f e c t s  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 6  
o n  S k a g w a y

Just one example of how small towns get hurt.
FY 98 Skagway School Budget $1,566,000

FY 99 Budget under S.B. 36 
The Stale would fund:
The City would fund:
Total school budget allowed would be: 
S hortfa ll from  FY  98 to FY  99 is:

$ 460,000 
$ 840,000 
$1,300,000 
$ 266,000

Under S.B. 36 the community o f  Skagway would be prohibited by law from 
making up this shortfall. Here is how tire funding shortfall would effect our 
school.

Budget Cuts:
Eliminate Superintendent

(who also serves as principal)
Eliminate all extracurricular funds 
Eliminate 3 teachers

(1/4 o f staff; average salary $44,100/year)

Stive $ 70,000

Save $ 70,000 
$ 126,000

S ta lf  Remaining:
Superintendent/Principal 
Kindergarten 
First/Second Grade 
Third/Fourth Grade 
Filtli/Sixth Grade 
Seventh/Eighth Grade 
Technology K-12

Music K-12 
English/Counselor 
Math 
Science 
Social Studies 
Special Education

0
0
1

0



SENT BY: : 3 - 2 3 - 9 0  ; 1 1 :4 6 A M  5 9 0 7 4 7 7 6 3 1 4 - *

AKIUK MEMORIAL SCHOOL ADVISORY BOARD 
Resolution # 98-03-15

RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO SB-36 AN ACT RELATING TO THE 
SCHOOL FOUNDATION PROGRAM

WHEREAS The AXIUK Memorial School Advisory Board have become aware of 
SB-36 via Legislative Bulletin, week 1, dated January 16,1998 and radio reports; and

WHEREAS T*e AKIUK Memorial School Advisory Board idealizes that we are 
approaching a ne*. century beginning with the year 2000; and,

WHEREAS The new century, and advanced computer age, will require more advanced 
education for our Alaskan Native people; and,

WHEREAS SB-36 intends reduction of funding for Rural School Districts such as the 
Lower Kuskokwim School District where the reduction amount will be Ten Million Dollars 
($10,000,000.00); and,

WHEREAS the reduction will be detrimental to the education o;f out students in the 
Rural School Districts; and,

WHEREAS The AKIUK Memorial School Advisory Board being in charge and hiving 
a duty that our Alaskan Native youth receive quality education are in complete agreement 
with Governor Knowles objective that 'lie Alaskan children come first and that all the 
children/students receive quality educa'. ,>n; and,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That AKIUK Memorial School
Advisory Board opposes SB-36 for the stated reasons and request that the bill is not 
passed, and that if the bill passes the Alaska State Legislature, the Governor vetoes it; and,

%
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the copies of this resolution is sent to the 
following:
Honorable Tony Knowles, Governor of Alaska
Honorable Randy Phillips, Alaska State Senator
Honorable Gail Phillips, Speaker of the House of Representatives
Honorable Mike Miller, President of the Alaska Senate
Honorable Lyman Hoffman, Alaska Senator
Honorable Ivan M. Ivan, State Representative
Myron Naneng, President of Association of Village Council Presidents
Julie Kitka, President of Alaska Federation of Natives
Jeanine Kennedy, President of RurAL CAP
Steve Ginnis, Alaska Inter-Tribal Council
Dr. Shirley Holloway, Commissioner, State Departraeia of Education

Passed and Adopted this _lB__th day of N\CIv~cJIa 19 on a duly called 
meeting of the Advisory School Board.

A T TE ST : A f r t o W  'Bx k U m
Catherine Berlin, Secretary
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M a rc h  16,1998

Honorable House o f Representative Member 
Juneau , A laska

D ear Representative:
SB36 passed the Senate and is now going to the House o f Representatives f o r ------------
consideration. I  am writing to ask you to vote no on this bill. This is the most 
detrimental b ill fo r education that I  have seen in my 18 year education career in 
Alaska. It  tru ly takes Alaska a step backwards into the third world.
When my wife and I  first came to ru ra l A laska in 1980 as teachers, we were 
impressed with the fact that although there were many challenges, the children 
and village lifestyle were ideal fo r raising and educating children o f our own. 
Eighteen years later we are still in ru ra l A laska, in the same region, and w ill soon 
graduate our third daughter from ru ra l Alaska schools. What has always kept us 
here was a community that valued education, a region that sponsored and worked 
hard to make life better fo r its citizens, and a state legislature that always seemed to 
keep education a priority. A ll o f these truths have been shattered this year with the 
recent passage of SB36. Never have I  seen a bill more detrimental to education than 
the one that was recently passed by some urban Republican politicians.
I wish most o f those who voted in favor o f this bill would come to ru ra l A laska and 
live, not just visit fo r a day or two, in order to understand the impact that the 
passing of SB36 w ill have on the poorest, ru ra l students, most o f them Alaska 
Natives. I  find it ironic and hypocritical that some o f those republicans who voted 
fo r SB36 are those who earlier stood in front o f the TV camera and said we want to 
support “ all the children o f A' aska” . SB36 rips the heart from ru ra l A laskan 
communities and would destroy any chance for success for many o f the poorest 
children in our state. Why?
Schools in ru ra l Alaska are more than buildings that serve to educate students.
They are built in the very center o f most ru ra l communities, they serve as places to 
celebrate weddings, mourn the passing o f loved ones, as well as cheer the athletic 
and academic competitors. Schools in ru ra l Alaska are the movie theaters, the 
restaurants, the local hotels and the places whe;.. many students “hang-out" after 
school. I wonder i f  many o f the urban legislators have even visited a ru ra l school, 
gone to a community potluck, or sampled the warm village hospitality that comes 
from ru ra l villages through the use o f school facilities and school staffs.
When I  hear that ru ra l Alaska does not pay their share, it infuriates me. When I 
see some o f the poorest parents working hard, volunteering, raising money for 
students to travel and experience some “normal” city activities in Anchorage; when 
I watch as fam ily members struggle to make ends meet and still give time and 
energies to student scholarships, activities, and programs; when I see these 
honest, hard working citizens ship in staples from Anchorage and other big cities



in  A laska, shop in Anchorage catalogs, ship ru ra l fish and food to process in 
Anchorage, I believe it is unkind for certain legislators to say they do not pay their 
share. Many o f the businesses and organizations, including the legislature, exist 
because o f ru ra l A laska. They should be thanking ru ra l A laskan citizens fo r 
supporting these businesses, buying from Anchorage businesses and bringing 
income and jobs into Anchorage through that monetary support. For legislators to 
say that ru ra l Alaska does not contribute to education is a slap in the face to the 
hundreds o f parents and community members who may not have the money that 
city dv/ellers do, but do a ll they can do to make things happen for children and 
schools, as well as their communities.
This bill would be the worst piece o f legislation *hr education since the 1986 budget 
cuts enacted by Governor Sheffield. I  remerri - -hat year, when we were forced to 
reduce our school district budget ten percent. .. or school district had to cut many 
programs, and reduce the number o f classifies and teaching positions. I t  took 
nearly five years to build back the programs that were dismantled by those budget 
cuts. SB36 w ill do worse than that especially at the time when our students are 
showing better language scores and gains in math scores. We have ju st started 
working with Jonns Hopkins University on piloting a “Success For A ll” reading 
program that is showing tremendous success. A ll this w ill come to a halt, because 
with SB36, Bering S tra it School D istrict w ill lose $1.29 million dollars, and, in 
addition, i f we do not spend at least 70% o f the budget on instruction (a veiy rigid 
mandate for ru ra l A laska) we will lose another $1.7 million. We would have to 
elim inate a ll district, administration, all business and personnel services, the 
superintendent and school boaid services, the food service program, a ll student 
activities, a ll vocational education programs, a ll bilingual/bicultural programs, a ll 
counseling cervices, a ll lib ra ry and m ef'u services, a ll principals, a ll instructional 
support services (like inservices and training for staff), a ll gifted/talented services, 
and 56% o f special education services in order to adhere to this bill. Our entire long- 
range BSSD Strategic P lan  would also be eliminated. In  other words, we might as 
well shut the doors and turn out the lights fo r ru ra l education.
Is this really what is best for all Alaska’s children? I don’t th ink so, and I  do not 
believe the people o f Alaska think so either. I  know there are many House members 
who care about ru ra l A laska’s children and urge you to vote against this piece of 
legislation. These children deserve to be represented. Their voices need to be 
heard. We would appreciate y 'u r  help.

Sincerely,

David Bowling 
Superintendent
cc: C o rre s p o n d e n c e  f i le



BERING STRAIT SCHOOL DISTRICT

F Y 9 8  B U D G E T  W ITH  7 0 %  F O R  IN ST R U C T IO N *

lnstruc''.on
7 0 %

Special Education 
2%

»-|V

" I N S T R U C T I O N "  In c lu d e s :
R e g u l a r  Instruct ion

Ite m s  T o t a l ly  E l i m i n a t e o
S t u d e n t  A c t iv it ie s  
V o c a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  
G i f t e d  &  T a l e n t e d  
In s t r u c t io n a l  S u p p o r t  
B i l i n g u a l/ b ic u lt u r a l  In s t r u c t io n  
C o u n s e l i n g
Library a n d  M e d i a  S e r v ic e s  
A l l  p r in c ip a ls  
F o o d  S e r v ic e  P r o g r a m  
S c h o o l  B o a r d  
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
B u s i n e s s  &  P e r s o n n e l  
D istr ict A d m in is t r a t io n  
5 6 %  of S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n

BSSD: Business Ollice 3/13/98
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