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PETITION AGAINST
SENATE BILL 36 PR 9 9y

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OBJECT TO SENATE BILL 33.

THIS BILL IS UNJUST AND PROMOTES ONE CLASS OF PEOPLE OVER

ANOTHER. THESE DEDUCTIONS TO OUR RURAL SCHOOLS WILL HARM

OUR CHILDREN FOR GENERATIONS. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO PROVIDE
" QUALITY EDUCATION IN THE RURAL AREAS WITHOUT ADEQUATE

AND APPROPRIATE FUNDING.

TO TAX PEOPLE WHO ARE ALREADY LIVING BELOW THE POVERTY
'LEVEL is TO BE IGNORANT OF THFjREALITY THAT EXISTS IN RURAL
ALASKA. TO FURTHER PUNISH RURAL ALASKANS BY TAKING AWAY
MUCH NEEDED EDUCATIONAL FUNDING PROMOTES AND WIDENS THE
GAP BETWEEN THE “HAVES” AND “THE HAVE NOTS”.

SB 36 WILL DOOM GENERATIONS OF RURAL CHILDREN TO A LIFE OF
EDUCATIONAL SHORTCOMINGS AND THE INABILITY TO COMPETE
EQUALLY FOR JOBS AND SCHOLARSHIPS.

WE STAND UNITED AGAINST SB 36 AND URGE THE ALASKA
LAfL/mW . to o'TAND WITH RURAL ALASKA AND DEFEAT THI
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PETITION AGAINST

SENATE BILL 36 m -9 190

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OBJECT TO SENATE BILL 36.
THIS BILL IS UNJUST AND PROMOTES ONE CLASS OF PEOPLE OVER
ANOTHER. THESE REDUCTIONS TO OUR RURAL SCHOOLS WILL HARM
OUR CHILDREN FOR GENERATIONS. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO PROVIDE
QUALITY EDUCATION IN THE RURAL AREAS WITHOUT ADEQUATE

AND APPROPRIATE FUNDING.

TO TAX PEOPLE WHO ARE ALREADY LIVING BELOW THE POVERTY
LEVEL IS TO BE IGNORANT OF THE REALITY THAT EXISTS IN RURAL
ALASKA.  TO FURTHER PUNISH RURAL ALASKANS BY TAKING AWAY
MUCH NEEDED EDUCATIONAL FUNDING PROMOTES AND WIDENS THE
GAP BETWEEN THE “HAVES” AND “THE HAVE NOTS”.

SB 36 WILL DOOM GENERATIONS OF RURAL CHILDREN TO A LIFE OF
EDUCATIONAL SHORTCOMINGS AND THE INABILITY TO COMPETE
EQUALLY FOR JOBS AND SCHOLARSHIPS.

WE STAND UNITED AGAINST SB 36 AND URGE THE ALASKA
LAYTUTWE. Tn STAND WITH RURAL ALASKA AND DEFEAT THIS
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PETITION AGAINST
SENATE BILL 36 APR .G oy

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OBJECT TO SENATE BILL 36.
THIS BILL IS UNJUST AND PROMOTES ONE CLASS OF PEOPLE OVER
ANOTHER.  THESE REDUCTIONS TO OUR RURAL SCHOOLS WILL HARM
OUR CHILDREN FOR GENERATIONS. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO PROVIDE
QUALITY EDUCATION IN THE RURAL AREAS WITHOUT ADEQUATE

AND APPROPRIATE FUNDING.

TO TAX PEOPLE WHO ARE ALREADY LIVING BELOW THE POVERTY
LEVEL IS TO BE IGNORANT OF THE REALITY THAT EXISTS IN RURAL
ALASKA. TO FURTHER PUNISH R{jIRAL ALASKANS BY TAKING AWAY
MUCH NEEDED EDUCATIONAL FUNDING PROMOTES ANQ WIDENS THE
GAP BETWEEN THE "HAVES” AND “THE HAVE NOTS".

SB 36 WILL DOOM GENERATIONS OF RURAL CHILDREN TO A LIFE OF
EDUCATIONAL SHORTCOMINGS AND THE INABILITY TO COMPETE
EQUALLY FOR JOBS AND SCHOLARSHIPS.

WE STAND UNITED AGAINST SB 36 AND URGE THE ALASKA
LMTLATUPf.  STAND WITH RURAL ALASKA AND DEFEAT THIS
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Please enter into tn» record my testimony to the
committee name

committee on £ -5 H £> 06 fJTSV'}
biJf/suQjec:

Testimony for House Finance Committee Hearing of April 8, 1998.
My name 1is Bill Stockwcll ana 1 am Che Chair of the Coopo =
Landing Fish and Game Advisory Committee. I would like t make
the following comments about CSHB 406(JUU), 4/7/98/ *Sec 3.

AS 16,05.260 as amended.

16.05,260 (@) 1 do not understand why the word designhate has
replaced the word [delegate], will the boards dpsignate BY

NAME the chair of local advisory committees, thus making her/him
beholden to BOF/BOG? This would destroy local autonomy and

take from tho members of local advisory committees their right
to elect their officers. OR is this new "legal speak”?

16-05.260 (@ Why must/shall recommendations from the local
advisory committees be forwarded to regional advisory committees
(new name)/regional advisory councils (old name) for other than
subsistence? For no known or stated reason, this makes local
advisory committees subservient to regional advisory
committees/councils. ANILCA Sec. 805 requires at least six
regional advisory councils for matters relating to subsistence
uses of fish and wildlife ONLY. For all uses of fish and
wildlife EXCEI-T Subsistence, local fish and game advisory
committees should forward recommendations to BOF/"BOG only .

To make long standing, independent local advisory committees

subservient to newly established regional, required only for
subsistence, advisory committees is wrong and a disservice to

local Alaskans.

Testifier

[tfa 'fijd f tfS /ff IW &SY torfiviX Zr

Representing (optionary

Address

Phone No.
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P'ease enter Into me record my testimony to me tff> (4 S £
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Testimony for House Finance Committee Hearing of April 8, 1998.
My name 1is Bill Stockwell and 1 am the Chair of the Cooper
Landing Fish and Game Advisory Committee- I would like Lo make
the following comments about CSHB 406(JUD), 4/7/98, *Sec. 3.

AS 16.05.260 as amended.

16.05.260 (@) I do not understand why the word designate has
replaced the word [DELEGATE]. Will the boards designate BY

NAME the chair of local advisory committees, thus making her/him
beholden to BOF/B0OG? This would destroy local autonomy and

take from the members of local advisory committees their right
to elect their officers. OR 1is this new "legal speak™"?

16.05.260 (@ Why must/shall recommendations from the local
advisory committees be forwarded to regional advisory committees
(new name)/regional advisory councils (old name) for other than
subsistence? For no known or stated reason, this makes Ilocal
advisory committees subservient to regional advisory
committees/councils. ANILCA Sec. 805 requires at least six
regional advisory councils for matters relating to subsistence
uses of Ffish and wildlife ONLY. For all uses of fish and
wildlife EXCEPT subsistence, local fish and game advisorv
committecs should forward recommendations to BOF/BOG ONLY.

To make long standing, independent local advisory committees
subservient to newly established regional, required only _for
subsistence, advisory committees is wrong and a disservice to

local Alaskans.

Testifier

| Q tlte L

Representing (Optional)
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i/ff LQl*ow



Api~-10-9S 02:31P Northway 19077752221 P.OI

Gox 515
Northway, Alaska 99764

April 9,1998

House Finance
Hanley, Therriault, Muldar, Davis, Foster, Kelly, Kohring, Martin, Davies,

Grussendorf and Moses

Please, please do not vote for HB 36. Anyone with a concern for all of
Alaska's children would not even consider voting for this House Bill. It was
totally asinine and discriminatory for anyone to even write a bill of this sort and
push it through.

| went through the public school system, graduating from Lathrop High
School in 1967. My education had many opportunities that my sons have not
had. In 1975, my husband and | moved to Northway and have raised our sons
here. We have three sons, with the youngest graduating this May. |realize
that they were not able to have music, art, theater, many business classes, a
shop class with a certified shop teacher, a swimming pool, an indoor hockey
rink, exposure to various arts, and other sports. We made the best of what
was offered and they received an education where they could handle attending
a college. This was with the "bare bones” of education.

| strongly feel that the supporters of this bill have not experienced
education in the rural areas. They definitely do not know what It is like to get
what we get out here.

By cutting the rural school districts, |1 cannot see how this would be equal
or fair. When you think about who lives in the rural areas (Native people), who
is the state being unequal and fair to?

One of the many goals in Alaska Is to help people be able to support
themselves, to get off of welfare. It defeats the purpose if education is being
cut in the area where it is most needed. Villages are making progress getting
their children educated and supporting themselves. It is slow, but it is working.
How can we as Native people support ourselves without good education? |
don’'t know where the logic is with this bill. It looks greedy and with much
prejudice.

Please reconsider your vote if you are supporting this bill.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Gallen
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P.O. Box 27 (588-8529) after 5:00 pm any day
Kwigiliingok, AK 99622
April 7, 1990

Dear Representative,
Note: The following article states my opinion.

Ten years ago three whales were caught in the arctic pack ice. The
world apared no expense to save them. Now, three small Yup’ik villages are
among many caught in the equally cold legislative pack ice of Juneau and
Senate Bill 36. These fearless arctic Inhabitants now wage one more
battle, a battle for their language. Like trapped whales they are sealed in
by urban votes.

State Senate Bill 36 will negatively affect a number of schools in
one of the last native language dominant regions of the state.
Additionally, SB 36 was drafted with little awareness of its educational

impact.

My name is Bill Wilkinson, and over the past 21 years, | have taught
in three Yup'ik villages on the west bank of the Kuskokwim river. In these
three villages, (Kongiganak, Tuntutuliak, and Kwigilingok,) close to 100%
of the children coming to school arrive speaking their native Yup’ik
language. These children have a most unique educational program. Many
people don’t know that for decades educational materials written in Yup’ik
have been developed for these Yup'ik bilingual programs, Mi6t of their
educational subjects for the first three grades are taught in Yupik. This is
what the research says is best. In the 4th grade the children move from
the mo8tly-Yup’ik program to the all-English program, except for one
class of Yup'ik each day. These children continue to graduate reading,
writing, and speaking both English and Yup’ik. A number of these students
have gone on to college. This 3hould be a point of pride for all of Alaska
and America. Here is one example where the federal government and the
state government for decades has tried to do the right thing and respect
native culture. SB 36 will shamefully stop the Yup’ik instruction for
these native 9peaking children by cutting the funds that hire their Yup'ik
instructors. SB 36, If passed, will be a state and national shame.

A Harvard economist, David Reaurne, has given the McDowell study,

T«



on which SB 36 is based, a failing grade. The McDowell study Is bad
economic research and so is the legislation coming from it, Senate Bill 36.
The McDowell study completely ignored categorical fundln%,
This Is the fundln? source that we use for Dbilingual education,
and the SB-36 craftera on their own- chopped funding at 20%.
V\t/edmuit by law spend moat of this 20% on Special Education
students.

Just stopping Yup'ik instruction for a few years w ill clearly begin
the languages end. Senate Bill 36 will wipe out about 115 of the districts
classified instructors. Many of these 115 instructors are native first
language instructors for kindergarten, first, second, and third grade. SB-
36 will also eliminate 65 certified teachers, some of whom supervise the
first language teachers. Many of these first language Yup'ik teachers have
many years of training. They can’t be replaced by new English-only
speaking teachers.

Most people in Anchorage don't know that in Kwigiliingok most of
what goes on in churches is in Yup’ik. Bibles, songs, and prayers are
mostly in Yupik. Most of the time the village council meetings go on for
hour* without any English being spoken. Almost every household in town
is filled with Yup’ik language except for a few of the certified educator’s
homes that have come into the village to teach. A person can sit at a
school lunch table or walk among the playing children and hear their rich
native language. SB 36 will hurt many rural areas of the state in different
ways, but its effect in this southwestern Alaska region where there are
SO many communities with their native language intact will be
devastating.

f am so upset with Senator Randy Phillips for misleading the good
people of Eagle River and Anchorage by tolling them that the 40/30 split
Is unfair. If they knew how these cuts will devastate us, they would call
Senator Phillips and tell him not to trash one school system to help
another, and ask him to find a better way to fund the state’s educational
needs. Sixty percent of the students in Alaska are in rural areas and 10%
more funding is allocated to them to handle the extra cost of doing
business in the bush. However, this might not be enough, for example, |
added an addition to my home In Kwigilingok. | ordered $10,000 of lumber
from Seattle, the cheapest possible way to get materials. The lumber cost
an additional $10,000 to deliver. Isn't that more than 10% shippingl?

g p—
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To Senator Phillips | question your accuracy. Our school and
residents wrote, called, and faxed you about our absolute displeasure
concerning Senate Bill 36, and you personally called me at my home where
| continued to share my total displeasure with SB 36. Kwigiliingok
prctesters flew 500 hundred miles into Anchorage to picket and then
watched you on the legislative information office monitor say, as you sat
across the table from HESS Committee Chairman Con Bunde, something
like, “I haven't gotten any public complaints against SB 36." That
statement bent the Iimit3 of truth.

Most rural and urban people I've talked to or listened to have no
problem with urban schools getting more money, but It should not be done
by crushing rural schools. It doesn’'t make any difference whether SB 36
cuts our throats now or In three years; our cultural programs will be just
as dead, and with them another Native American language.

According to John Greely, on ARCS the other night, the Permanent
Fund is delivering more revenue to the state than North America’s largest
oil field. The Permanent, "rainy day" Fund had a billion dollars left over
this year after Inflation proofing, and after the permanent fund dividend
checks went out all over the state. Before Senator Phillips starts
trashing one school district to make his own better he should do three
things. One: let his voters know things do cost more in the bush. Two:
communicate more about howwe should pull rural and urban people
together, not divide them with bad political legislation. Third: think about
that rainy day fund and realize, "It's pouring!!!”

How can the good people of Alaska help? First: Kill SB-36 in it's
tracks by calling or writing your legislature! The wisest thing the
legislature could do now Is to leave things alone for a year, get all parties
together out in the open, and work out a better solution. Avoid the hard-
to-get-to conference rooms and instead meet in centrally located “bush”
and “urban hubs” throughout the state with a well-funded bipartisan
committee. Second: have an economic summit to look at a total
reorganizing of state revenue funds to make a stable consistent education
fund. If taxes are to be considered, they should be fair; nowhere In this
wealthy state should a poor village pay more than It can afford. Third
Alaskans should start electing legislators that submit legislation that
unifies people Instead of divide them.



There are not enough votes in the rural areas to beat SB 36; we are
like the trapped whaies. Rural, mostly native people are the minority. It
wasn't always that way, but It is now. The only way SB 36 can be stopped
is for the thousands of conscientious Alaskans and maybe even a few
national organizations to help villages protect their native languages. SB
36 could be law in weeks. Many school districts will be hurt by SB 36, but
I know best the story of these three villages. Stop SB 36 before It is to
late. If these three villages were only whales possible more people would
come to their rescue. Please helpl

Respectfully,

Bill E Wilkinson
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Carl Otten, Mayor >, Jum
City of St Michael

P.0. Box 70

St. Michael, Alaska 99659

April 1, 1998
Phone: 907-923-3222

TO: CONGRESSMEN AND LEGISLATORS OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

RE: SB36-FUNDING CUTS TO EDUCATIONAL SCHOOLS IN RURAL ALASKA

Attached petition is about 99% of our voting population in St. Michael. We
are very concerned about our school being threatened by the funding cuts
if SB36 gets passed. We do notwantour children to feel that they are
targeted to leave our village to attend school elsewhere. We have worked
so hard to keep our school a great place to learn and a beginning of a life
long process that should prepare our students for life’s greatjourney.

Please reconsider and vote “NO."

Thank vou for your time.

Carl Otten, Mayor
(Signed by Susanna Horn, Vice-Mayor)
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Representslive Richard Foster
Room410: ], - L=
Alaska State Leg|slature

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

FR: Residents of Saint Michael
RE:  SB36 - Funding Cut for Educational Schools in Rural Alaska

Dear Honorable Representative Foster:

This letter is in regards to SB36 and the effect it will have on many upcoming leaders in
Rural Alaska. In the past our children were sent away from their families to further their
education;~therefore causing families that live the subsistence way of life to suffer without

fhe help of their teenage children.

After many years, high schools were finally stalled in each villages, bringing the children
back home not only to their families, but also to their natural surroundings. Furthermore,
having a high school in each village creates jobs for many local residents. Currently our
schools arc the main source of income for the majority of the families. There will be more
people having to rely on ATAP, Food Stamps, etc., without the jobs that the schools create

for each village.
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NEWTOK CHOOLS, LKSD ID=907-237-2226 APR 07’98 744 No.001 P.O1

4/6/98
Dear Concerned Alaskan Representative,

| have recently received a copy of Jean Stockburgcr's letter re%arding SB36 that
Representative Bunde is circulating. | would like to respond, briefly, to that letter.

Ms. SLockburger’s primary complaint seems to be that parents aren’t supporting the
schools she has taught in.” Lcan only take Ms. Stockburgcr at her word on Lhis. In fact, 1
have no doubt that some rural students and schools have ver)ll poor parent su Port. Of
course, this isn’t the case for ull rural students and schools. 1have worked at two different
village schools during the past 9 years. Both of those schools have been very well
supported by the community. Currently, I am principal in Newtok. 7have no problems
?ettmg volunteers and community support for the school whenever 1ask. The same is true
or parental sugport with regiard to the children. Out of a student population of around 90,
there are only 3 students that we have not been successful in getting ﬁarental support to
encourage belter attendance and behavior. However, to be fair, J rather suspect that if one
were to ask the principals of Anchorage and Fairbanks schools about these issues, parental
suPport and attendance, my bet is that one would find that for some urban schools, l]USt as
is true for some rural schools, this is not a unique problem. In fact, as | recall, rura
schools tend, as a general rule, to have much better attendance than most urban schools.

Ms. Stockburger’s other piece of criticism seems centered about the fact that parents in
rural schools are concerned about loosing basketball and free breakfasts. Sports in rural
schools ate no less important than sports are to urban schools. 1can’t help but wonder
what sort of cacophony you would hear if bud%et cuts to the schools in your district would
mean the end of school-Sponsored basketball, Toothall, volleyball, hockey, swimming, etc.

With re?ard to concents about free meals, it seem to me that in communities, such as
many of the schools ol’Ihc Lower Kuskokwim School District, where 80-90% of students
arc on the federal free lunch program, and, thus, 80-90% of the families are below the
poverty level, concern about providing healthy meals for children isn’t loo extreme a

reaction.

Ms. Slockburger concludes with, “Until parents and all members of a village chan?e their
attitudes and stait working productively to suPport education 1feel changes in the Tunding
arejustified.” 1 guess ljust don't agree with the notion of cutting educational funding for

children because one doesn’t like the attitude of their parents.
SB36 is a mistake. Please, do not support this, piece of legislation.
If you have any questions, please give me a call.

Thank you.

il

Mafk Douglas

Newtok, Alaska (August to MaY)
Fairbanks, Alaska (June ur.d July)

H: 237-2207



NEWTOK SCHOOLS, LKSD 1D:907-237-2226 APR 07798  7:45 No,001 P.02

Just a quick note as I'm 3 weeks behind and | don't think I'll ever
get caught up. This letter was sent to Rep.Con Bunde and he is
using it as a tool to discredit what almost everyone is saying
against SB 36. It is causing other legislators to rethink their
positions. If you respond to this letter

PLEASF fin not respond negatively.

it would only add fuel to the fire. Some ideas might be to talk
about the AQOTE process if you're using it, involvement of the
ASB's, loarental committees, parents coming to the school to
read, attendance at parenl-teacher conferences, attendance at
student-parent conferences. Some of you who are new to rural
Alaska m|Eht compare what Ms. Stockburger is saying with
urban Alaska and/or urban 48................ If you repsond you can EAX
it to : (Remember Me PositiveAll}

j/ % Representative Gail Phillips - District 7 - Republican
Fax: (.907) 465-3472

* Representative Con Bunde - District 18 - Republican
House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 104
Juneau, AK 99801-1 182

Phone: (907) 465-4843
Representative Con Bunde@legls.state.ak.us

y Representative Ivan Ivan - District 39 - Democrat
Fax: (907) 485-4539

y Representative Richard Foster - District 38 - Democrat
Fax: (907) 465-3242


mailto:Bunde@legls.state.ak.us

NEWTOK SCHOOLS, LKSD ID:907-237-2226 APR 07’98 745 No.001 P .03

NeARepresentative Gene Kubina - District 35 - Democrat
Fax: (907) 465-3799

y Representative Mark Hanley - District 12 - Republican
Fax: (907) 465-2418

Representative Ramona Barnes - District 22 - Republican
Fax: (907) 465-4565

Representative Ethan Berkowitz - District 13 - Democrat
Fax: (907) 465-2137

Representative Tom Brice - District 30 - Democrat
Fax: (907) 465-2937

Representative Eric Croft - District 15 - Democrat
Fax: (907) 465-4419

Representative John Davies - District 29 - Democrat
Fax: (907) 465-3519

Representative Gary Lee Davis - District 8 - Republican
Fax: (907) 465-3835

Representative Fred Dyson - District 25 - Republican
Fax; (9t ') 465-4587

Representative Ben Grussendorf - District 2 - Democrat
Fax: (907) 465-2278

Representative Jeannette James - District 34 - Republican
Fax: (907) 465-2381

Representative Reggie Joule - District 37 - Democrat
Fax: (907) 465-4586

Representative Pete Kelly - District 31 - Republican
Fax: (907) 465-5241



NEWTOK SCHOOLS, LKSD ID:907-237-2226 OPR 07’98

Representative Allen Kemplen - District 16 - Democrat
Fax: (907) 465-6615

Representative Albert Kookesh - District 5 - Democrat
Fax: (907) 465-2827

Representative Pete Kott - District 16 - Republican
Fax: (907) 465-2819

Representative Terry Martin - District 14 - Republican
Fax: (907) 465-2293

Representative Teveriy Mar' x - District 28 - Republican
Fax: (907) 465-4822

Representative Carl Moses ¢ District 40 - Democrat
Fax: (907) 465-3445

Representative Eldon Mulder - District 23 - Republican
Fax: (907) 465-3518

Representative Irene Nicholla - District 36 - Democrat
Fax: (907) 465-2197

Representative Brian Porter - District 20 - Republican
Fax: (907) 465-3834

Representative Norman Rokeberg - District 11 - Republican
Fox: (907) 465-2040

Representative Joe Ryan - District 21 - Republican
Fax: (907) 465-4588
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April 3, 1998

Dear Editor:
As the executives of Southeast Native corporations representing thousands of shareholders and

hundreds of skilled jobs, we take a keen interest in Alaskan education issues. Collectively, the Native
corporations of our region award well over a million dollars in post-secondary scholarships each year.

Our shareholders are deeply concerned about Senate Bill 36, which would alter the education
funding formula for public schools. The funding formula is a complicated subject, but the effect of SB
36 is simple: it will deny to children living in rural areas the opportunity for equal education.

With legislation like SB 36, we are in danger of having our school system relapse to the era of
separate and unequal education that was declared illegal by the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision forty
years ago in the case of Brown vs. the Board of Education. We expect the Alaska Legislature to follow
the law of the land and provide the funds necessary for quality education no matter where our stu-
dents live.

As corporate executives, we kr.ow that it is more expensive to conduct business in rural areas
than it is in urban areas. The same conditions apply to education. It is not possible to provide equal
education in Angoon for the same price per student as it is in Anchorage.

In our region the new formula imposed by SB 36 would reduce the Pelican School District’s
funding by 35%, while the Ketchikan School District would get an increase of 22%. In your area of
the state, Anchorage schools will get an increase, while school budgets in the Yupik villages of the
lower Yukon and Kuskokwim will be reduced.

This is about fairness and equality; it is not about urban an as subsidizing rural districts. State
funding of education is a distribution ofincome the state receives from non-renewable resources, not
from taxes paid by individual Alaskans. SB 36 would redistribute wealth, taking from poor villages
and giving to affluent communities.

We who conduct business affairs in rural areas believe that quality education is crucial to the
future ofrural economies. All of Alaska’s children deserve the equal opportunity provided by equal

education.

By Gordon Jackson
Chairman, Southeast ANCSA President’s Association

Representing:  Cape Fox Corporation of Saxman
Goldbelt, Inc. of Juneau
Haida Corporation of Hydaburg
Kake Tribal Corporation of Kake
Kootznoowoo, Inc. of Angoon
Shaan Seet, Inc. of Craig
Shee Atika, Inc. of Sitka
Klukwan, Inc. of Klukwan

3017 CLINTON DR., SUITE 100 JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801 FAX: (907) 790-2264 PHONE: (907) 790-2214
P.O. BOX 263 KAKE, ALASKA 99830 FAX: (907) 785-6407 PHONE: (907) 785-3221
CALL TOLL FREE: 800-478-7853



April 8,1998
To: Members of llouse Finance

I'm writing? in opposition to SB 36. Wc live in the villages and know the needs o f monies

in our rural schools. Tho students in rural Alaska arc not getting the up to date equipment

to meet the future, due to the lack of funding in everything they try to gel into. Due to the

fuel all monies are not available. It's being spenton urban school districts. We the rural

people know ol'thc nce<f o f monies to equip our schools with up to date equipment to

ﬁrepare our kids for the future, The school is already short with funds, what's going to
appen when this bill passes??? Please oppose SB 36.

Thank you for your timo.
Sincerely,
Darlene Aloysius

Box 212
Holy Cross, AK 99602
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April 8, 1998
'I'o: Members ofHouse finance

I'm writing in opposition to SB 36. This bill will take away millions of dollars from the
rural school districts. Please don't let this happen. The children arc our future. What will
happen to the education ofouryoun(i children if this bill passes? Parents will be forced

to send their children to urban schools just so thattheg can participate in extra-curricular
activities. We want ourchildren with us, they should be given the privilege of attending

school in their own community. Please oppose this bill.

Thank you for your time.

James Sims
Box 28
Jloly Cross, AK 99602



To: Members of House Finance

I’m writing in opposition to SB 36. This bill will take away much needed money for the
rural school districts. What will happen to the education of our children??? Parents will
start sending their kids away just so thut they can participate in sports and extra-curricular
activities. Flcase do not el this happen. Our children should be able to attend school in
their own community. They have to grow up in their own environment to learn their
Native cultural values. Thiswon’t happen if they arc forced to attend school elsewhere.

Please oppose this bill. Thank you for your lime.

Sincerely,

- 7 Ann Anthony
Box 23
Holy Cross, AK 99602
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Just a quick note as I'm 3 weeks behind and | don’t think I'll ever
get caught up. This letter was sent to Rep.Con Bunde and he is
using it as atool to discredit what almost everyone is saying
against SB 36. It is causing other legislators to rethink their

positions. If you respond to this letter
PLEASE do n.at.r(Mpancl negatively”

it would only add fuel to the fire. Some Ideas might be to talk
about the AOTE process if you're using it, involvement of the
ASB'’s, parental committees, parents coming to the school to
read, attendance at parent-teacher conferences, attendance at
student-parent conferences. Some of you who are new to rural
Alaska m|Eht comoare what Ms. Stockburger is saying with
urban Alaska and/or urban 48................ If you repsond you can EAX
it to : (RsmemhL* Rb PnsitivnL W)

Representative Gail Phillips - District 7 - Republican
Fax: (907) 465-3472

Representative Con Bunde - District 18 - Republican
House of Representatives

State Capitol, Room 104

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Phone: (907) 465-4843

Representative Con Bunde@ legis.state.ak.us

Representative Ivan Ivan - District 39 - Democrat
Fax: (907) 465-4589

Representative Richard Foster - District 38 - Democrat
Fax: (907) 465-3242


mailto:Bunde@legis.state.ak.us
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4/6/98
Dear Concerned Alaskan Representative,

Lhave recently received a _copY of Jean Slockburgcr’s Idler regarding SB36 that
Representative Bunde is circulating. | would like to respond, briefly, to that letter.

Ms. Stockburger’s primary complaint seems to be that parents aren't supporting the
schools she has taught in.” I can only take Ms. Stockhurger at her word on this. In fact, 1
have no doubt that some rural students and schools have very poor parent support. Of
course, this Isn’t the case for all rural students and schools. 1have worked at two different
village schools during the past 9 years. Both of those schools have been very well
su?ported by the communjly. Currently, I am principal in Newtok. Thave no problems
?e ting volunteers and community support for the school whenever | ask. The same is true
or parental sugport with regard to the children. Out of a student population of around 90,
there arc only 3 students that wo have not been successful in getting ﬁarental support to
encourage better attendance and behavior. However, to be fair, | rather suspect thatif one
were to ask the principals of Anchorage and Fairbanks schools about these issues, parental
suPport and attendance, my bet is that one would find that for some urban schools,iust as
is true for some rural schools, this is not a unique problem. In fact, as 1recall, rura
schools tend, as a genera; ,'dc, to have much better attendance than most urban schools.

Ms. Stockburger’s other piece of criticism seems centered about the fact that parents in
rural schools are concerned about loosing baskethall and free breakfasts. Sports in rural
schools are no less important than sports are to urban schools. 1can’t help but wonder
what sort of cacophony you would hear if bud%et cuts to the schools in your district would
mean tlic end of school-sponsored basketball, Toothall, volleyball, hockey, swimming, etc.

With re?ard to concerns about free meals, It seems to me that in communities, such as
many of the schools of the Lower Kuskokwim School District, where 80-90% of students
are on the federal free lunch program, and, thus, 80-90% of the families are below the
poverty level, concern about providing healthy meals for children isn’t too extreme a

reaction.

Ms. Stockburger concludes with, “Until Parents and all members of a village chan?e their
attitudes and start working productively to support education | feel chan?_esmthe tinding
aI’QIJUS'[Ierd." Lguess Ijust don’t agreé with the notion of cutting educational funding for
children because one doesn’t like the attitude of their parents.

SB36 is a mistake. Please, do not support this piece 0flegislation.
If you. have any questions, please give me a call.
Thank you,
|>/
Mttfk Douglas
Newtok, Alaska (August to MaY))
y

Fairbanks, Alaska (June and Jn
II: 237-2207



ELAINEM. LANDON
3747 Linnaea Way
Fairbanks, AK 99701

April 3, 1998

Honorable Alaska Senators
& House members,

I am writing regarding SB 36. Itisnot a bill | support, despite the fact thatlam a 20
year Fairbanks resident and know our schools need more funding. The funding
formula proposed In SB 36 Istremendously unjust to our rural schools.

Itis an oversimplification to assume that school funding should be based on the
percenfage or number of studenfs alone. Fairbanks and Anchorage enjoy a large
economy of scale benefit in their operating and maintenance costs compared to
rural schools, The new formula does not recognize these factors.

As citizens of Alaska, we are responsible to provide quality education for all students.
It is unrealistic to expect true education to occur when school buildings are falling
af: art, when the books are old, and when the student/teacher ratio isout of

be lance. The new formula virtually guarantees such problems for rural schools. It

c< sts money to provide a good education for our student citizens. And yes, the cost
of educating those in the rural areas is higher. Butwe have an obligation to provide
a quality education for all students, not just those in Fairbanks and Anchorage.

Anyone with a good education knows that numbers can be easily manipulated lo
provide justification for many positions and needs. When the McDowell Study did not
consider higher operating cosls for rural schools,or the greater economy of scale
experienced by urban schools, it did not look at the whole educational picture. And
without looking at the whole picture, e.g, the true cost of education, the proposed
funding formula Issimply a manipulation of figures to justify a self-serving idea.

SB 36 does not benefit the slate overall Int le long run. While It may provide better
funding for urban schools in the short run, ‘or the long haul, it wiil cost us more, As

rural educational quality declines, there \ /ll be fewer Alaskans qualifying for good

jobs, more people unemployed, higher rates of crime, etc., etc., etc,

It doesn't take a rocket scientist to know that the SB36 school funding formula is not
fair orjust. lurge you to do what isright for Alaska and not Just for the urban districts.

Please vote against SB 36.

Sincerely,
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Newtok Traditional Councll

P C Bo* 55015 miJewlol. Alaska S0559 « Tetcphons (90/J23/-2314 « Pax (SO7)W 2«8

RESOLUTION NO. 9805

TITLE: A RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE ALASKA STATE SENATE BILL NO. 36 ENTITLE
"AN ACT RELATING TO THE PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING PROGRAM: RELATING TO
THE DEFINITION OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT, TO THE TRANSPORTATION OF STUDENTS, TO
SCHOOL DISTRICT LAYOFF PLANS, TO THE SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES AGENCY,
AND TO THE CHILD CARE GRANT PROGRAM, AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE

DATE."

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WIIEHEAS,

WHEREAS,

The Ncwiok Traditional Council is a Tribal governing bodv for the Foder. Ily recognized
Native Village of Newtok; and

Our children are the most important resources in our community and it is of critical

importance to pro\ ide for the future and well being of our children through education which
is a basic human and fundamental right available to all children no matter where the) live or
what their ethnic background is, and

The State of Alaska have formed and funded Rural Education Attendance Area (REAA)
School Districts to enable equitable and fair access to education of children living in remote

villages throughout Alaska: and

The education of the children .hrough the REAA School Districts is vital, not on!) to
provide for the future of the children, but also to maintain the Indigenous Native culture,
integrity, wav of life, ger;ral well-being and livelihood or the people throughout
Alaska: and

The children of rural Alaska need and require the sanme level of basic education services
to all Alaskans: and

'l lie Alaska State Legislature intends to extinguish rural education funding through Senate
Bill (1 which seeks to redistribute education funding dollars from REAA School
Districts which can easily support themselves, redefining School District boundaries,
proposing employment taxes of 4% for districts without an economic base, and rc-
defmmginost education processes as wo know them; and

Most, or if not all, remote villages lack the economic infrastructure and economic base
to bear burden of an employment tax to help finance basic education and other imporl.yu
basic human services: and
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Page Two: Tribal Council Ref lution No. 98-05 MAR 26 1998

WHEREAS, Passage.note Hill 36 will cripple villages who are alroach experiencing and economic
disaster liom recert fisher) industry failure and lack ofjob opportunities, and

WHEREAS, The passage of tins bill will eerlainh hasc long and drastic effects on the operation of
Rural School Districts and the support and assistance in all areas of education provided
for the children of Village Alaska and worst \el, it will also halt the enormous academic
progress of the children living in REAA regions in areas of mathematics, reading, and
writing halt the advancement of knowledge's, skills and abilities of children and their future
contribution to the general well-being and cconoim of Village Alaska; and

WHEREAS, The REAA School Districts are working together diligently and successfully to support
and assist in the process.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tribal Council of the Name Village of Newtok
respeclfulh implores and requests the Alaska Slate Legislatures to reconsider its position and action
toward the children of Village Alaska: and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tribal Council of the Native Villages of Newtok goes on
the record lo oppose the passage off Alaska State Senate Bill No 36 b) the Alaska State Legislatures.

ADOPTED AND SIGNED this w’~dav of M arr.h , 1998 by the Newtok Traditional
Council at the duly called meeting where quorum was present with voting in favor and
auamst the measure

Stanch Toni, President

ATTESTED BY:

Joseph Patrick, Secretary cl
-k . - » — ) Q'|
0 17,
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374D 2161 907 237 2692++ P.

01



MAR-26-1998 14:15 VALDEZ 835 2097 P.01/02

VALDEZ CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

RESOLUTION 98-02

The Valdez Chamber of Commerce, representing 230 members doing business in Valdez,
Prince William Sound and in part the Greater Copper Basin are concerned for the quality
and cost of eduation of students;

WHEREAS; the leaders of our communities, states and our nation are the youth of
today and,

WHEREAS; the primary resource for our youth is the quality ofthe education and,

WHEREAS; the rural communities of the State of Alaska have a greater volume of
obstacles to overcome to provide education and,

WHEREAS; the reallocation ofdollars as presented in HB36 redirect the majority
of state funded education dollars to urban areas and,

WHEREAS; this reallocation is representative ofa decrease of 1.8 million dollars
annually or 28% ofthe current dollars received by Valdez from state funded

education dollars and,

WHEREAS; the City of Valdez currently pay 50% ofthe cost of education of its
students (second highest in the state) and,

WHEREAS; We recognize the efforts to put an equal percentage of dollars in
locations with like percentage of students and,

WHEREAS; we recognize the areas with a higher percentage of students also have
a broader base to derive alternative funding sources than most rural areas and,

WHEREADS; all areas of the State of Alaska have value and should have equal
opportunity to provide quality education to the youth of our state and,

WHEREAS; the burden of replacing lost state funding for Valdez will oe borne in
majority by the businesses ofthis community and,

WHEREAS; these businesses have experienced a steady decline in the economy
for the last three years and will find it difficult to meet the financial requirements
to fund the 1.8 million dollars needed annually;

P.0. Boxs12 * Valdez, Alaska 99686 = Telephone (907) 835-2330 * FAX (907) 8354943
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IT 1S HEREBY RESOLVED, the Valdez Chamber of Commerce strongly opposes this
bill and request a more equitable funding base for education for all the youth of Alaska.

Signed and dated at Valdez, Alaska this 19th day of March, 1998.

Y

R 1Nié\Len,hCﬁJairJr%1an VCC Sandra Bittner, Director VCC
iger for BP Shipping, USA Owner Sandra’s Gold & Silvermithing

Michael E. Easley, Vice g*firaman VCC  Kurt Hallier, Director VCC

Manager Engineering Services *ort Operations Manager,
Copper Valley Electric Assoc. ARCO
rman VCC Stacey Mi
Manager Pet  Star Valdez Owner Aurora Charters
Connie Stephens, Treasurer VCC \g|"tve Beck; Din&tor VCC g
Manager Beaver Sports anager Ketchum Air Services

DouglasiiDesorcie, Director VCC7
Dean of Instruction, Prince William
Sound Community College

TOTAL P .02
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SOUTHEAST ISLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
P.O. Box 8340

Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

Telephone: (907) 225-9658

Facsimile: (907) 225-8908

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL
DATE: March 25,1998

TO: Representative Mark Hanley FAX:. 465-2418
Alaska State Legislature

FROM: Ray J. Griffith, Ed.D.
Superintendent

RE: SB 36
Number of pages including cover sheet: 3

We will appreciate any assistance you can give us with this bill. Thank you in
advance!



MAR-5% WD 1146 A & IJAD FAXND 9072252836 P.02

1621 TONGASS AVENUE SUITE 301
POST OFFICE BOX 8340

D
SC H O O L KETCHIKAN, ALASKA 99901
DISTRICT o o e

Ray Giriffith
SUPERINTENDENT

March 24, 1998

The Honorable Mark Hanley
House of Representatives
Capital Room 507

Alaska State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1132

Dear Representative Hanley:

As superintendent of Southeast Island School District, | am writing with grave concern
relative to SB36. Passage of SB36 in its current form can mean closure of five of
SISD’s 12 schools in October of this year,

As you are well aware, the bill would set a minimum of ten students for a school to be
counted as a funding community. Any number fewer than ten would be counted as
students of the largest school in the district, with a significant drop in funding for that

site.

The immediate concern is that the bill would delay determination of fiscal year funding
until the end of the October count period and then provide funding for that same fiscal
year based on the October count. That impacts our district drastically. We would
contract teachers, by state law and negotiated contract terms, prior to the current year
based on current status, prepare buildings, commit to students and parents and fund to
that anticipated level. If a site fell below the minimum count, however, we would not be
funded at the anticipated and planned for level. SB36 would leave us committed and
standed without adequate funding to fulfill our predetermined commitment. In a district
that is cutting 20% of its funding for the next fiscal year just to balance our budget, that
unanticipated level of loss would be devastating. SB36 puts us in a catch-22. If we
don’t provide a school for a community with 8 anticipated elementary students, we are
in violation of 4 AAC 05.040. If we do commit to a school in August but have fewer
than ten in October, we do not receive adequate funding to keep the school open and
to fulfill our contracted employee commitments and commitment to students and

community.
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We are asking you to help us get an amendment to SB36 that gives us some relief
from so drastic an impact. We are proposing that the bill be amended as follows:

Sec.39 TRANSITION: SMALL SCHOOLS. For purposes of determining the school
size factor under AS 14.17.450, enacted under Sec. 2 of this Act, the students in a
school smaller than 10 ADM [on the effective date of this section] shall be included in
the largest school in the district, DEQINNING In the fiscal year following the
count period during which the school falls below 10° ADM.

Southeast Island School District is opposed to SB36. We consider it to be based on a
seriously flawed study commissioned by the Senate Finance Committee, one that
would unfairly and unwiseiy redistribute funding from some school districts to other
school districts, thereby creating “winners” and "losers.” The effect would glaringly
take funding away from rural districts and give it to urban districts. We are further
distressed that SB36 fails to consider “program” equity as well as “funding” equity.
Even the most cursory analysis will reveal the vast disparity between programs
available to urban students as opposed to rural students.

In the unfortunate event that SB36 were to become law, the proposed amendment
wculd forestall for at least nine months the closing of almost half of Southeast Island
School District's schools. At least our students and parents and district board and
administration would have minimal time to plan for the loss of access to local schools.
To close schools in late October and expect students and parents to have acceptable

immediate alternatives is unfair and unwise.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this request for help. It would be tragic
for students to not only lose the opportunity for education in their local communities,
but to lose it without adequate time to seek and find alternative educational programs.

Sincerely,

F
Superintendent

cc: Commissioner Shirley Holloway
Governor Tony Knowles
Carl Rose, AASB
Stephen McPhetres, AASA
Alaska School Superintendents
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LKSD Media Center

P. 0. Box 305
Bethel, AK 99558
907)543-4882

FA &90 )543-4911

arch 20, 1998

Representative Mark Hanley
House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 507
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

| would like to urge you to consider the needs of the children in the
rural areas of the state. We are so spread apart and travel is difficult and
totally weather-dependent. Isolation and primitive lifestyle make it
extremely difficult to recruit and retain teachers. Because our students
are isolated and speak English as a second language, it is necessary to
have local native staff employed as cultural and language interpreters.
Reduction of these jobs in the school will make it necessary for more
people in villages to ask for welfare because the school is the major

employer.

Making public schools beneficial for all isterribly expensive in the
rural areas. We must continue to have the funding that we need to make it
possible for us to bring these students up to the educational level of the
urban student. We want our rural students to be able to contribute their
fair share to the future economy of our state and we must educate them in

order for that to happen.

Please reconsider.your vote on SB36. Please do not take away one-
fourth of our budget. Passage of this bill will be devastating to many
people. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely yours:

Diana J. Wiberg
LKSD Site Library/Media Coordinator



SENT BYtXerox Telecopier 7021 : 3-20-98 ; 3*2/PM ; 9075892515-*

TO: REPRESENTATIVE MARK HANLEY-DISTRICT 12-REPUBLICAN

FROM: STUDENTS AT LKSD's N/iPAKIAK SCHOOL

WE WILL NOT LEARN IN SCHOOL IF YOU CUT OFF THE SCHOOL
MONEY.

IT IS LIKE MONOPOLY. WEPAY YOU GUYS MONEY AS IF WE LANDED
ONYOUR SPOT. WEDID NOT DO ANYTHING TO YOU TO BE TREATED

LIKE THIS.

WE NATIVE STUDENTS OF NAPAKIAK WERE HERE FIRST AND YOU
SHOULD NOT TAKE THE MONEY THAT IS OURS. EDUCATION IS
IMPORTANT FOR US BECAUSE OUR DAD'S AND MOM'S DID NOT MAKE
MONEY THIS PAST SUMMER BECAUSE THERE WAS NO FISH. THERE
WAS HARDLY NO FISHFOR US TO SELL. THERE ISPROBABLY NO
MORE FISH FOR OUR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS IN THE COMING FUTURE
BECAUSE SOME PEOPLE STOLE ALL OUR FISH IN THE OCEAN THAT
WAS SUPPOSE TO COME BACK TO OUR KUSKOKWIN RIVER.

WE ARE POOR, BECAUSE OF THIS AND NOW YOU ARE STEALING OUR
SCHOOL EDUCATION MONEY THAT WOULD MAKE US MORE POOFfER.

YOU SHOULD COME TO OUR VILLAGE AND VISIT AT OUR HOMES AND
SCHOOL AND SEE HOW WE LIVE.

WE ARE TRYING OUR BEST TO DO GOOD IN SCHOOL, SO WE WILL
HAVE ABETTER FUTURE WITH GOOD EDUCATION. BUT, IF YOU TAKE
THE MONEY AWAY FROM OUR SCHOOL, WE WILL HAVE A SAD
FUTURE. OUR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS CAN NOT SUFFER ANYMORE.
BE KIND AND THOUGHTFUL OF US, SO WE WILL BE ABLE TO HELP
OURSELVES LEAD GOOD LIVES WTIH GOOD EDUCATION.
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FROM: STUDENTS AT LKSD'S NAPAKIAK SCHOOL
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March 20,1998

Legislators,

| am a Mother of <4 Community Member, School Board Member, Techniques in Alcohol
Management Instructor (Tam), and also a General Manager year round of a Restaurant & Lodge
]icntthe Denali Borough. I'am writing this because 1have great concerns for all of our children’s
uture.

Our Borough gave the School District money in 1993-1994, before they were required
t0(S23(),000.00). Which in the long run, as you all should know, takes away that much in slate
money. We are close to meeting the cap that the Borough can give us. This does not mean that
the cap should be lifted altogether. What it docs mean is that our Borough is helping us meet the
inflation rate that the state has refused to meet in the last ten years. As a School District,
Community, and Borough we are taking on the stale’s responsibility, as have other School
Districts, Communities, and Boroughs across the State for some time now. The way | understand
it the Municipalities and School Districts across the stale got together and made
recommendations to you Why isn't any one listening0

| feci it is time for all legislators and constituents to gel together across the state and start
standing united for education for the children It is your responsibility to find out exactly what
has been cut in all these Schools. In our Borough we have cut 4 positions just in the last two
years, including 1in the District office

In February | felt we would see additional funding from the slate for education, I no longer
feel that way. | feel that you are wasting precious time and tax payer dollars on CSSB 36, when
it looks like the Governor will veto it. Alternatives could be as simple as giving $1000.00 more
per unit and each year following a percentage increase for inflation. You could look at any future
increase in the PFD amount and designate that for the education of our children. In all honesty
who could really fight that position? It's free money that Alaskans get, and any increases should
go to our children's education. 1do not sec anyone considering a cap on the PFD Cheek.

Please listen to everyone across the slate and notjust your own constiuents, don't worry about
your votes from your own area. Pay attention to all the state's children and you can not go wrong,
Lhelieve then you will get the votes you need. Please stand together, ultimately you are

representing all of us across the state.
Thank you again for all the hours you give to us, and the time you put into reading this letter.

Edie Mercer
P.O. Box 498
Healy, AK. 99743-0498
emeroer#imail.denalink12.ak.us
907-683-2821 -I lonic
907-683-2243-Fax
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SCHOOL DISTRICT
P.O. Box 226, Tok, Alaska 99780
907 -883-5151
FAX: 907 - 883-5154

Rep. Mark Hanley |\/PR181998

Alaska State Legislature
Room 507

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

March 13, 1998

Re: School Foundation Funding and SB-36

Dear Representative Hanley,

You have been handed the most complicated, inequitable, and
devisive school funding bill in the history of school finances in the state
of Alaska. The proponents of simplicity and equity have fallen short with

SB-36.

The critical question for everyone concerned about public schools in
Alaska is can SB-36 be amended and changed enough to achieve desired
simplicity and equability. | doubt that it can in the short time left in this
session. If you conclude that it cannot, | would request that you look at
the current statute and increase the value of the foundation unit. This
action will help every single district, urban and rural, across the entire
state. Every school district in this state is under funded and hurting right

now.

Again, Representative Hanley, please support and vote for simplicity
and equity. In spite of what we hear today, | remember that the public
school funding mechanism in current statue was promoted and praised for
being simple and equitable at the time of its passage by public school
people and a majority of the legislature.

Sincerely,

T)arroll HargTsAles, Superintendent

“WhereTeachersAre The Gateway To Learning”

Bl B wot o w O R oo P



United Utilities, Inc. A
Affiliate of Unicom

Steve Hamlen
President

March 13, 1998 ,
MAR 18 1996

The Honorable Mark Hanley
House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 507
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

United Utilities, Inc. provides telecommunications services in 58 rural Alaskan communities.
We are concerned with the unprecedented budget cuts to rural schools contained in SB 36.
All of our citizens are deserving of legislative decisions that are carefully thought out and are
based upon an impartial analysis of all the facts.

SB 36 would transfer approximately $31 million from rural school districts to Anchorage. The
Lower Kuskokwim School District, for example, has informed us that they would lose
approximately $8.4 million, 150 classified staff, and 60 teachers. These funding cuts are
substantial and 1 am concerned for the ongoing ability of our native Alaskan children to receive a
suitable education. I’m also concerned that this debate has turned into a contest of ir, versus
them (urban versus rural). 1’ve been told that a new funding formula is being proposed that
includes factors, such as the ability to raise educational funds via property taxes, that are
unrealistic and designed to favor one constituency over another.

Please carefully consider the merits of SB 36. Something is wrong here and it will be our native
children who will be disadvantaged if it is not fixed. I wish thatall of our legislators could visit
our rural schools including our school in Hooper Bay and then compare these schools with any
school in Anchorage. | have little doubt that anyone could walk away from these visits and
suggest that the funding for our rural schools should be reduced.

Sincerely yours,

An Alaskan Native Owned Corporation AStreet 4
N A %scﬂorage, AK 99510 1291 @ﬁ%g%?
http:/Awww.unicom-alaska.com Fax (907) 563-31%


http://www.unicom-alaska.com

LOWER YUKON SCHOOL DISTRICT

P.O. Box 32089 «Mt. Village, Alaska 99632 « (907) 591-2411

Pamela VanWechel
Superintendent

February 27, 1998

MAR 10 Jogg

Representative Mark Hanley
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol [MS 3100]
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Representative Hanley:

On behalf of the Lower Yukon School District. I’d like to take this opportunity to personally
thank you for your time and attention when meeting with school representatives during the
Legislative Fly-In, LYSD Liaison, Michael Prince, Board Member, Art Heckman,
Superintendent, Pamela S. VanWechel and Business Manager, Dr. Carla Sheive represented
LYSD and met with many legislators and /or their staff during that time.

We continue to stress how crucial it is to the welfare of rural Alaska’s children for you to endorse
and support a funding formula that does not “rob™ funds from any district. Equally important is
the appropriation the money desperately needed to fund our capital improvement projects,
critical to meeting our student’s needs.

LYSD has spent two hundred thousand dollars over the last four years developing Capital
Improvement Plans, to place and keep our two most critical need’s schools at the top of the
Department of Education’s list (i.e., Pilot Station #3, Kotlik #4). It is imperative that funds
become available, soon. Enclosed, please find a copy of The Tundra Drums which contains two
articles describing the “appalling” conditions at Pilot Station.

Again, | appeal to you as a Statesman representing this Great State of Alaska. Please cast your
vote to ensure the best education possible for Alaska’s most precious resource, our children . . .
forALL of Alaska’s children!

Michael Hunt
LYSD Board Chairman

Alakanul: Emmonak Hooper Bay Kotlik Mai hall Mt. Village Pilot Station Pilkn's Point Russian Mission Scammon Bay Sheldon Point
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sewage-plagued school

. By OakJey Cochran
(+ ThaTtotdra Crums
dPILlotTSTATION The colder the better, laid two Pilot Station health
aides last week
~According to Molly Francis and Sheila Micock, when |tscold the
7|jw iewage around Pilot Stauoa'i"old (own" ia g enera(}/ frozen —
-which la why therearctmeallyfewerllInutesdurlng tho deed of wiu-
Kter than in apring and fall, when the sewage Is fresh. The wllaoe ele-
rrnentaryschoolandthehomcao about 10 familiesn located inthe old
town, below the town’s sewal elagoon
Diseases resulting from thé pre enceolrawsewaFecut include diar-
'diet, cramps, naused, headaches, fatigue andpossib ygaundlce accord-
'ing to Northein'TcatiijgLaboratories, on environmental consulting and
testm%hrm with [ain Tn Fairbanks and Anchorage Viruses, incliiding
heo is,'and bacteria causing cholera and other diseases can be tnru-
'milted through raw tewtge
According to Francis and Minogk, the 127 students at the elemen-
tary school canincr many moce ilinesses than students at the high |chool
whiich has 48 students and |a located above the sewage lagoon. White
forma), investigative study has yet to be initiated, thePilot Station health
aides have compared thenumbero fclinic visits front elemenUuy students
t0 tho% of high school séudents for four months st fill. The numberof
visits by elententary students appeals disproportionately h?h
Forexample, litt fall elementary students visited the health clinic 38
times due to bronchitis — 23 visits occurred in October aone. Just (wo
bronchitis-related visits were made during the four months by high school
. students. Elcrnrn.uy students went to thé clinic 58 times due todiarrhea;
two visits were made by h|?h school students. And sore tiirosts promP
ed 108 visits from elementary students, and 13 from high school stu-
dents. Other illnesses sufTcred by the elementary school'children have
included plnke}/e viral common cold, skin problems and influenza.
Faculty and staff have alsq been |l).
%e the governor leams about this. There's achance of a hepsti-
~t|leut reak, Mlnocksald Shewenton to sa¥]thattheV|llage had an
outhreak of hepatitis in the 1960s, and several epatitis A cases In tire
rr|d 1990s. There are at least 24 camera of hepstms D in the village
-st/hi now, she said.
M Vv | hate to see my %randk|ds going to school down there with the toi-
lets not working good," Francis said.
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Patricia Phillips Fax:907-735-2240 Mar 19 98  7:32 P. 01

P.O. Box 3
Pelican, Alaska 99832
MarChlB, 1% WAR 1 9 7J98

The Honorable Senator Jerry Mackie
Dear Senator Mackie: _ _ _ _
1am ert_ln% concerning SB 36, the educatlon_fundlnq rewrite, There is a need to reallocate funds
and rewrite the funding formula but | agree with you'that, “this is not the r'g%ht W%y todoit.” The
inflated spending hAbits of single site districts deserve a closer look by the State. Some single site
districts fail to use fiscal restraint and wise spending of education dolfars received. ~  ~
|t was stated in the Southeast Empire, mid March edition 1998, *...the Pelican School District
would lose 35% of its fundlng and would probably have to close.” Where did this inaccurate
statement come from? Pelican has 32 students grddz”K -12. o
According to the Single Site School District Consortium, Pelican would lose $188,000in funding
with SB 36 and $91, from%gbesﬂe allocation. $2390(X)aPprOX|matetotaI decline. Pelican’s
current budgiet is (roughly +/-) $700,000. Take away $239,000or 32 students and that leaves
approximately, $461,000for 32 students, The educathspélg;istemlnPellcan can continue to provide
a quality education for their students with a budget of $461,000. .
The October 1997 elections changed the leacership makeup ofthe Pelican School Board. Within
the last few months, the current sthool board signed a new contract with a Superintendent, hiring
at $70,000a year plus a foil benefits package and a quaranteed pay increase to $75,000 plus foll
benefits next Year, The Supt. is the on site administrator overseeing 4 foil time certified teachers, 4
foil time clasifieg empIoYees, Lpart time classified employee and substitute employees.
Compare this with other Targer school districts in Southeast Alaska. Lar?er districfs cover an
extensive geograph_lc area ald experience increased stugent enrollment. T am familiar with the
Chatham School District, it is made up of several school sites within its district, each site will be
impacted by 3B 36, losing revenues and in anticipation of funding cuts, Chatham REAA is
roceeding with a reduction in force (laying off teachers%. _ _
he Pelican City Council is discussing the prospect of changing from * class city status to 2rd
class city status because of decllnln(I; revenues from raw fish tax, sales tax, and forest receipts
(timber tax). The mandate ofa 1" class cltyto_Payél_mII_s(E_SSZ 000) to schoolsishavinga
negative impact on pi yviding basic services within city limits, The City will not meet its obligation
to the schoals. This community is experiencing econgmic difficulties. As a result, the City may be
Betl_tlonlng for 2iclass cncy status. The city may not be a single site school district. In an'REAA,
elican would receive funding closer to the levél of SB 3. _ _ _
In closing, a fundln(I; formula rewrite and closer scrutiny of education dollars is needed. Basic
education is accountable to the futyre of our children and economy. And your continued emphasis
on fiscal responsibility and appropriate decision making will quide the destigy of Alaska.
As a stakeholder in education: | ama Pelican Hl?h School graduate and a Ayear resident of
Pelican, a parent with 4 chilcren, and have an extended family with children in public education.
My family an Ikn,cg/vthat nyou care about Alaska’s rural residents and chilaren. Thank you for
gourtlrln and consideratio
Incerely,

Patricia Phillips




Marganna Avugiak

P.0. Box 50

Chefomak, Alaska 99561
March 19, 1998

Representative Mark Hanley %

House of Representatives

State Capitol, Room 507 %
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Mr. Hanley,

Hi! My name is Marganna Avugiak from Chefomak, Alaska. lam a sophomore here at
Caputnguaq High School which is under the Lower Kuskokwim Schooi District. The

school that | am currently in is teaching me well as well as the other students.

The environment in the school is great and the teachers try their best to teach us. The
students get along with the teachers and we try our best to learn. Right now everything is
going fine. Students use all ofthe material and equipment in this school for learning, and
are happy with the number ofteachers that we have becuase they help us to understand

what we need to learn.

| strongly oppose Senate Bill 36 because | believe that it will affect the jobs and the
education that our school provides in our village. We do not want the bill to pass because
ifit does it will affect our school in many different ways. For example, there will be a
decrease in the number of teachers, books and the amount of food, school maintenance,

and student travel.

100H3S JIVMHOJ3HD 6rm98i06T XYJ LC=C0 86/6T/CO
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Based on my reasons stated above | would really appreciate it ifyou would not vote for
Senate Bill 36. Thank You!

Sincerely,
T V v VA

Marganna Avugiak
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Evelyn Agnus

P.O. Box 88
Chefomak, AK 99561
3-17-98

Representative Mark Hanley
House ofRepresentatives
State Capitol, Room 507
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Mr. Hanley:

| am against Senate Bill 36.1am asking you to vote no on SB 36, because I’'m
afraid it will hurt my education in the near future.

If SB 36 is passed, younger students will be disappointed by not learning things
they have to know. What ifthey have home schooling? Would their parents like it that
way? Some of the students would transfer to other places to find a better school. But they

wouldn’t like leaving their families just for school. _ _
In the future some rural students might receive poor education. For example, with
fewer certified teachers and teacher aides, students’ grades could become lower. This will

hurt them ifthey plan to go to college in the future.
In schools there wouldn’t be enough supplies like books, papers, pencils to help us

learn. So please don’t pass Senate Bill 36. Thank you.

Sincerly,

Evelyn Agnus
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Magdalene Tunuchuk
P 0. Box 57
Chefomak, AK 99561
3/17/98

Representative Mark Hanley
House o fRepresentatives
State Capitol Room 507
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Mr. Hanley,

| am against Senate Bill 36. |am asking you to vote no on SB 36 because I am
afraid it will hurt my education in the near future.

| want our schools to have enough money because | want to learn many things. |f
SB 36 is passed some teachers and teacher aides might lose theirjobs. Some students
might have to go to school at home or they might have to go to a boarding school. Some
students would have to leave their families for a long time ifthe schools close.

Just because some students live in urban school districts does not mean that money
should be taken away from rural school districts. So please vote no on SB 36. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Magdalene Tunuchuk
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Sophie T. Wiseman
P.0. Box 77
Chefomak, AK 99561
3/17/98

Representative Mark Hanley
House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 507
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Mr. Hanley,

| am against Senate Bill 36. 1 am asking you to vote no on SB 36 hecause Tin

afraid it will hurt my education in the near future.
| think some village schools will be closed. More students will have home

schooling from school to school. _ o
Schools might have less money to buy the school supplies and pay for activities.

Teacher's aides might lose theirjobs. Again please vote no or, Senate Bill 36. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sophie T. Wiseman



« 03/18/98 04:57 FAJ 19078878429 CHEFCRNAK CHOOL

Kimberly Abraham
P.0. Box 34
Chefomak, AK 99561

3/18/98

Representative Mark Hanley
House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 507
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Mr. Hanley:

| am against Senate Bill 36.1am asking you to vote no on SB 36 because | am

afraid it will hurt my education in the near future. _
Tam thinking some village schools will close and most students will have home

schooling. Some students might even transfer to other schools. Ifthey transfer to other

schools, they will hardly sec their relatives.
1am also thinking that we will receive a poor education if SB 36 passes. Our

schools will have less money for us to buy school supplies and to spend for activities. It
might even reduce certified and classified teachers in rural schools. 1 am asking you to

vote no. Thank you very much.
Sincerely,

Kimberly Abraham

Q]
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Carmen L. Chagluak
P.0. Box 15
Chefornak, AK 99561
3/17/98

Representative Mark Hanely
House ofRepresentatives
State Capitol Room 507
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Mr. Hanley,

| am against Senate Bill 36.1am asking you to vote no on SB 36 because | am
afraid it will hurt my education in the near future.

The reason why | am asking you to vote is because | am afraid oflosing our
school. | am really afraid because if our school closed down students might have to have
home schooling, or they might have to transfer to another school. Also ifthis happens
some students might not want to go to school, or they might drop out. If SB 36 passes a

lot of students will be hurl.
How would you feel ifyou were one ofus, really scared and you don’t want to

loose your family by going to another school? If people vote no 1will be happy and feel
safe for our school.

Sincerely,

Carmen L. Chagluak



«

Jessica K. Lewis

P.0. Box 2
Chefomak, AK 99561
3/17/98

Representative Mark Hanley
House of Representatives
State Capital, Room 507
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Mr. Hanley,

| am against Senate Bill 36. 1am asking you to vote no on SB 36 because | am

afraid it will hurt my education in the near future.
| am also afraid that schools might shut down. Students will be home-schooled or

will be transferred to other places. Ifyou transferred from a good village to a family you

don’t know, how would you feel?
If money is taken from rural schools and given to other urban schools, teachers

will get fired. Some teachers are good explainers for tough problems. Those good teachers

might get fired. o
Ifyou vote yes for SB 36. kids that were smat in math or reading might become a

little dumber. Ifyou have children who go to school, how would you and your children

feel if they didn’t get the best education they could?
Rural schools need the money, too; urban schools aren’t the only ones. People in
rural schools want to learn as much as they can. | think the people in Alaska should vote

no to the Senate Bill 36.
Singerely,

Jessica K. Lewis
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Nuinlk Uk
P.OA»4

1Red Last Turn Housing Road
Cbrfooulc. AK 99561-0046

PSon. 867-8700
Home Phone 867-8965
Email uibuctlesehefotTmK ltu” . Khoolzone.net

March 18, 1998

Mark Hanley

House of Representatives
Slate Capitol, Room 507
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Mr. Hanley,

| 'am against Senate Bill 36. | aru asking you to vote NO on SB 3G because I am afraid itwould hurtiny
children’s”education as well as with the otherchildren of rural Alaska.

The reason why I am asking you to vote is because 1am afraid of losing the school in my villrge. | am also afraid
the othervillages might lose their schools as well. Ifthese schools closed down, the students in these schools
would be forced into home schooling or to go to boarding schools. Thatwould give them a hardertime in getting a
propereducation and keep them in their own cultural settings at the same time. 1f that tappers the students might
notwantto go to school and their parents might notwant to or not be able to afford to send them away to boarding
schools thus forcing some to drop out. IfSB 36 passesa lotofstudents and their families would be hurt.

Anotherreason that I don’t think that this bill should pass is that it would take jobs from rural villages wh”re they
arein dire need. A lotofthejob basesof these communities arc the schools. Thatwould hurt (lie children in

another way. Some oftheir parentswouldn’t havejobs and that means iltat Ilviy would not have the money to get
what they need at home. This bill would hurt more than just the education ofrural Alaska butalso rural Alaska’s

home lives as well.

Just think how you would feel Ifyou were in our shoes. Really afraid oflosingjobs and lire education ofyour
children? Really afraid of having to send your children to a boarding school? 1don’tknow and couldn't know
how you would feel. But I know how I fed. Iwould appreciate your help by voting NO on SB 36.

Tliank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Wayne A. Buckles Jr.
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Norman Tunuchuk
PO Box 3b
Chefomak,. JK 99561
3/18/98

Representative Mark Hanley
House ofRepresentative
State Capitoi, Room 507
Juneau, A'\. 99801-1182

Dear Mr. Hanley, . . _
I'm against Senate Bill 36. I'm asking you to vote no on Senate Bill 36 because I'm

afraid it will hurt my education in the near future. . _
Ifyou vote yes, rural schools might lose a lot of money. Many things might
happen to the students. Some students will have a home schooling and some students will

move to other -choois. . _ _
The studcntf.education might become poor if money for rural schools is reduced.
Some schools will need school supplies for the students to use. The schools need also

need extra-curricular activities and sports. - .
Many certified teacher’sjobs will be lost, and a lot of classified jobs will be lost

too. Please don't vote for Senate Bill 36.

Sincerely,

Norman Tunuchuk
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Rudy Kairaiuak Jr

P.0.Box 31
Chefomak, AK 9950l

3/18/98

Representative Mark Hanely

House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 507
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Mr. Hanely . _
| am against Senate Bill 36.1am asking you to vote no on SB 36 because I'm

afraid it will hurt my education in the near future.
Ifthis bill passes village schools could be closed. 1f some schools are closed some
students will have home schooling. Some other students will transfer to other schools and

leave their home. o N _ o
Another reason is certified and classified teachers will lose theirjohs. Ifthat

happens students will get a poor education and might not know as much as others.
Residents that worked for the school will a have a hard time paying bills when SB 36 is
passed. Please do notvote for this bill

Sincerely,

Rudy Kairaiuak Jr



* 03/18/98 04:30 FAI 19078078429 CHFORWK HXOL @03

Willie Avugiak

P.0. Box 62
Chefomak, AK 99561
3/17/98

Representative Mark Hanley
House ofRepresentatives
State Capitol, Room 507
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Mark Hanley,

| am against Senate Bill 36. | am asking you to vote no on SB 36 because | am

afraid it will hurt my education in the near future.
Not only will it hurt my education it will hurt others too. Ifwe don't have the

education we would like to have, we’ll have move to other places to get it.
Here the school provides most of the jobs in this village. My parents and many
other parents could lose therejobs if SB 36 is passed. Ifthey lost theirjobs they wouldn't

provide as well for their children because they have to pay for other bills.
Ifyou and the other representatives voted no then student from rural villages

would get a good education. But ifyou vote yes people from rural villages might go to
cites for school. When that happens I think the schools will be overcrowded.

Sincerely,

Willie Avugiak
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Diana Lewis
Box 7
Chefornak, AK 99561

3/17/98

Representative Mark Hanley
House ofRepresentatives
State Capitol, Room 50/
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Mr. Hanley,

| am against Senate Bill 36. | am asking you to vote no on SB 36 hecause I'm

afraid it will hurt my education in the near future.
Here are the following reasons: our school might not have enough money for me

to go to school, other schools might even shut down, there won’t be any money for school
supplies, teachers will lose theirjobs because there might not be enough money to pay
them, and most ofall I would also receive a poor education.

Please say no for the sake of children’s future.

Sincerely,

Diana Lewis
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Deborah D. M. Kusaiak
P.0. Box 14

Chefomak, Alaska 99561
3/17/98

Representative Mark Hanley
House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 507
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Mr.Hanley,

| am against Senate Bill 36.1am asking you to vote no on SB 36, because 1am
afraid it will hurt my education in the near future. I'm afraid the schools might be closed
for a long period oftime because people might vote for Senate Bill 36.

I’m against SB 36 because schools help children learn more. If there's less money
some of the teachers might loose theirjobs, and the children will be hurt. So please say yes

to the children, and say no to SB 36.

Sincerely,

Deborah D. M. Kusaiak
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Lara Crome-Guthric WA s

BV

Kwigillingok, AK 99622

March 17, 1938

|
Marlj Hanley
Alula Sute Legislature

State Capitol
Juneju, AK 99801-1182

Dear Mr. Hanl7'
lam writing to urge you to fight Senate BUI 36, now before the House. I am ateacherin the Lower Kuskok-

wim School District. This bill would crush our district, Amt ,tg other things, the bill would cutour budget by nearly

Suchacutwould lead to the lossofover 100 classified piuiiiuus iu Use district and Over 60 certified positions.
The nitswould most likely cause two or three schools to be dosed, further, the cuts would force us to end our bilin-
gual jrogram, which has won awards from the State of Alaska for its effectiveness in educating the children of the
Yuktjn-Kuskokwim Delta. These children depend on us for their education, and we depend on legislators like yourself

to jupportusinour efforts. Please fight this bill.

Sincerely,

te-Guthrie

Phone. @J?)Sl» KOl Kwigtrhr®*nl.rr>m

# 2

0

1998






ON SENATE BILL 36

YES N O

As devastating as tlicse cuts will be, Skagway does not support fixing this bill at
the expense of other lural communities who may suffereven inoie dine
consequences. Under S.B. 36, the real loscis are the children, and the only

winners rue the politicians.

The Skagway City School District will celebrate the school’s 100th Annivcrsaiy
in September 1998. This school has 100years of continuous histoiy of providing
quality education to the community’s children. Mow will this school continue to
provide quality education, improve, and meet the new 2002 high school
graduation requirements wil'* ut enough money?

~ v rrl’

SKAGWAY :A COMMUNITY UNDER LEGISLATIVE SIEGE

The Effects of Senate Bill 36

on Skagway
Just one example of how small towns get hurt,
FY 98 Skagway School Budget $1,566,000
FY 99 Budget under S.B. 36
The Stale would fund: $ 460,000
The City would fund: $ 840,000
Total school budget allowed would be: $1,300,000
Shortfall from FY 98to FY 99 is: $ 266,000

Under S.B. 36 the community of Skagway would be prohibited by law from
making up this shortfall. Here is how tire funding shortfall would effect our

school.

Budget Cuts:
Eliminate Superintendent

(who also serves as principal)
Eliminate all extracurricular funds

Stive$ 70,000
Save$ 70,000

Eliminate 3 teachers $ 126,000
(I/4 of staff; average salary $44,100/year)

Stalf Remaining:

Superintendent/Principal Music K-12 0

Kindergarten English/Counselor 0

First/Second Grade Math 1

Third/Fourth Grade Science

Filtli/Sixth Grade Social Studies

Seventh/Eighth Grade Special Education

Technology K-12 0
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AKIUK MEMORIAL SCHOOL ADVISORY BOARD
Resolution # 98-03-15

3-1
RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO SB-36 AN ACT RELATING TO THE
SCHOOL FOUNDATION PROGRAM

WHEREAS = The AXIUK Memorial School Advisory Board have become aware of
SB-36 via Legislative Bulletin, week 1, dated January 16,1998 and radio reports; and

WHEREAS  T*e AKIUK Memorial School Advisory Board idealizes that we are
approaching a ne*. century beginning with the year 2000; and,

WHEREAS The new century, and advanced computer age, will require more advanced
education for our Alaskan Native people; and,

WHEREAS SB-36 intends reduction of funding for Rural School Districts such as the
Lower Kuskokwim School District where the reduction amount will be Ten Million Dollars

($10,000,000.00); and,

WHEREAS _the reduction will be detrimental to the education o;f out students in the
Rural School Districts; and,

WHEREAS The AKIUK Memorial School Advisory Board being in charge and hivin%
a duty that our Alaskan Native youth receive quality education are in complete agreemen
with Governor Knowles objective that 'lie Alaskan children come first and that all the

children/students receive quality educa’. >t and,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That AKIUK Memorial School

Advisory Board_ opposes SB-36 for the stated reasons and request that the hill is not

passed, and that if the bill passes the Alaska State Legislature, the Governor vetoes it; and,

%

fBOIIEIOI_Tn FURTHER RESOLVED; that the copies of this resolution is sent to the
wing:

Honorable Tony Knowles, Governor of Alaska

Honorable Randy Phillips, Alaska State Senator _

Honorable Gail Phillips, Speaker of the House of Representatives

Honorable Mike Miller, President of the Alaska Senate

Honorable Lyman Hoffman, Alaska Senator

Honorable lvan M. Ivan, State Representative. _ _

MY_ron_Naneng, President of Association of Village Council Presidents

Julie Kitka, President of Alaska Federation of Nafives

Jeanine Kennedy, President of RurAL CAP

Steve Ginnis, Alaska Inter-Tribal Council _ _

Dr. Shirley Holloway, Commissioner, State Departraeia of Education

Passed and Adopted this B th day of N\Clwcla 19 on a duly called
meeting of the Advisory Scthodl Board.

ATTEST: A frtoW  BxkUm
Catherine Berlin, Secretary
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March 16,1998

Honorable House ofRepresentative Member
Juneau, Alaska

DearRepresentative;

SB36 passed the Senate and s now oing to the House of entatives fo r-----------
6(P ; F re|t|an Y%Et% vote no on t %W h{s ?s the most

onsideration
trmenta?bl for educat nt seen in year education career in
i?as a. It truly takes AFas aa ste wards mtctl t}tet Ird WOtJ

When my wife trhd Ia|rst came o rural Alaska in 1980 as tef’tchers we w

r
érggagr\e/ﬁ?aege |tIest le were |3eaﬁ tfo(r)urglhmtnge He g/er(euman c}ttaL et ttg]uercowr(t]| en

teen“years later we are still in rur a, Int esa ion, and will soon
uate urthuttt dauc[t ter from rura?AIasEa schools. W [?1 e]ga aa\%eﬂu&
ere Wasacom gmtg Pat valued education, aregilon that sp nsor and warke
ard to. make lite bett orltf citizens, and a state gls turet wag/s seemed to
ee educatlon aprlorlty A ese truths We been s attere thls arthhf]
ﬁ nt pass %o fSB36. Never aB/e seen a moreqetrlmeqtal 10 education than
the one’ that'was recently passed by some urban Republican politicians.
| wish most of thoFe who voted in favor of this bill would c%me to rural Alaska and

T R,

assmg B3

atlve ﬂlt ironic and hypocritical t atsomeo 0se republicans who voted

orSB [ os%\waoeane ood In front.of the TV camera and said we want to
| t Ildr A" aska §]3Gr|steheart rom ruraf eas an

ort‘a
ﬁtenumues and woud i dpestroy any

ﬂudren In our state. W

hools ul)rural ALaska are more than bu|Id|r]gs that serve to educate stud nts.
e% are ullt In the very center o mostﬁt ommunities, the erve as es to

ceg rate Weddm%s mourn the pa [sstngo (1 oEes as eIIa eer the et|c
academic co E Ptors Schools In"rural Alaska are the 0VIe heaters

restaurants, the local hotels and the cesvétwe many students *
SC oolf Iwongerl man ?t e urba F t?]Iators havelgven visited argra SC ocﬁ

O Foral Hlages th Pougbt?kthgru%%m‘t'ﬁchoot e oMIa05 SRRy dnat comes

When | hear that rural Alaska does not H]agléheushare It infuriates me. When |
see someo the ooret arents working har Younteeun? raising money for
stu ents to travel an e Perlence some™normal” city activities jn Anchorage; when
| watch as fam Jg nen earsitrugge fo. make eBds meet and shl gJve t% nd

nergles, to stu activities, and programs; when'| see these
ﬁonet har worEmg C|t|zenss ipIn staplesr}roﬁt Agnchorage and other big cities

ance for success for many or the poorest



or e ve It 1S un ertal eP a ot pay their
are. usine sese}] of an| ations, including the e |s at r - exist
ecauseo ouId et an |n ruraIAI skan c ZeNSs or
cpportmgdt ese usmes es, u¥|n from_Ancho e businesses an rn |n
e an g)bs m[( nc orage ug thatmone ary support. For e | a rs to
| Alaska dogs no contnb te to education is a In tfhe ac

rur
ﬁ parents and munity memb esw 0 may not have t one
Jv}s?erscﬁ) but do aftﬂ]rx canydo to make thlngs%ppen orc |I ren an
sc ools, as well as thelrcom unities.

This Dill wo d be the worsthpne flegislation *hr education smce the 1986 budget
cusenacte 00(fovernorS I emern -hat ye rw en we were force

reduce oursc distri tbu tten rce or scho d|stnctWad to cut
E E aSSI les and tea gget

R Yarp\sleana]rrsetou e‘ ebggkt g Oro rams that were |smgrﬁgétlt?nsthosetg

ts SB 6w | do worse than t a esgemaf att et|mew en our tudents ar

efter lan ua e scor ans | scors have Just starte

wor |n with Jon kins n|ver ity on ot|n cess orA rea In
owm ISWI

rogram that Is s tr me dous._sticce on&ef (5 ecause
d 5836 Bering Strait S D|s tW|| o%e 129 millig
itjon get on mstructmnj

/% aska s <Jn Anchora ec tralo%s shi dplrulrs atcl)srg t%ng ooﬁ to dprocess in

asaT

}Wedo o‘s&e at ﬂ /00 avel ngnd
nlan ate rH Wew 0Se ﬁ\rbot er$l We wo 0
iminate al |stn8t adm Istration, a |n ss and ersonnel serwfes the

Pennten ent an schoo 0aid services, t er Ice program, all student

VItIFS all vocatio a %ducatlon pro rams a uaJ iC Itura\ pro rams, al
counse gcerwc rarg and met'u sennces ﬁ g(mc}P J; a ructlona
suaports [wces e |nserV|csand tralnln orscs Iite H ente servnies

56%g Spec educ?non services | [ 10 adhere tot IS bl Ourentnﬁ ong-
range BS Sérateglc Plan would alsg eegmlnate In other words, we might as
welf shut the doorsand turn out the lights for rural education.

Ls this rehall what| st orﬁ ﬁ\laska ch|Id en? | don't think so, |_alnd | do not
lieve the people o skat S0 e|t er, now there are mang ouse. members
w ocare a n] rurg| ascmdre%and urge yog to vote against this g|ece 0
legislation. These chi ren eserve to e repredented. Their vaices need to b

heéard. We would appreciate y'ur help.
Sincerely,

David Bowld %
Superintendent

cc: Correspondence file



BERING STRAIT SCHOOL DISTRICT

FY98 BUDGET WITH 70% FOR INSTRUCTION*

Speciali%ucation

"INSTRUCTION™ Includes:
Regular Instruction

Instruc".on
70%

Items Totally Eliminateo

Student Activities
Vocational Education
Gifted & Talented
Instructional Support
Bilingual/bicultural Instruction
Counseling

Library and Media Services
All principals

Food Service Program
School Board
Superintendent

Business & Personnel
District Administration
56% of Special Education

BSSD: Business Ollice 3/13/98
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