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Venessa Richter 
Box NKI -
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Hanley,. Mark 
Republican, Dist. 12 
Capital Room 507

Honorable Representative Hanley,

My name is Venessa Richter. I’m a 7 th grade student a t Naukati school. 
Naukati school is a school th a t has 38 kids. I th ink th a t it is not fa ir to  
fund schools w ith large numbers and no t those w ith  smaller numbers, all 
children deserve an equal education. Please don’t  le t Senate Bill 36 pass. 
Vote against SB 36.

S incere ly ,

Venessa R ichter
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Shay M. McLeod 
Box NKI -
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Hanley, Mark 
Republican, Dist. 12 
Capital Room 507

Honorable Representative Hanley,

Hi, My name is Shay McLeod and I’m in the 7th grade at Naukati Middle 
School.
I am w riting to  you w ith concerns about Senate Bill 36. I live in a rual 
area and I th ink th a t it is an unfair bill. I th ink th a t we deserve the same 
resources tha t bigger schools have. It is bad enough th a t our budget is so 
low th a t we already have lost our mucic programs and sports. Cutting the 
budget lower would hurt us even more. Please, vo te against Senate Bill 
36.

S incere ly ,

/H . L e c y i  

Shay M. McLeod
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April 10, 1998 

Rep. Con Bunde 

House of Representatives 

State Capitol, Room 104 

Juneau, Ak. 99801-1182 

Re: SB 36

I am a Yupik resident of Tununak who opposes SB 36. I feel that the bill, if it 

passes, will take from the poor and give to the rich.

The BIA built a school in Tununak in the 1950’s. At that time, the system did 

everything for parents, making them feel that only the school knew what was best for 

their children, and that they should not be involved with their children's educations. 

After the Molly Hootch lawsuit in the 1970’s, small high schools were built in villages 

and parents became more aware of what was needed for their childrens education.

I am a member of the Tununak Advisory School Board, and I have seen 

improvements in parental support of education in Tununak. Parents are getting 

involved. The Alaska Onward to Excellence process is used in the Tununak school, 

where parents, school staff, the students and community members work together to 

come up with goals that will work in both Western and Yup’ik cultures. Equal 

emphasis is placed on both cultures in the school, and students are succeeding. At
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our recent third quarter student-parent conferences, 91% of parents attended. Parents 

do care about education of their children in rural Alaska.

I feel that if the legislature passes SB 36, this will be a major setback for the 

state of Alaska. The legislature should not take money from one district to fund 

another. I think we need to look for additional funding sources for urban districts, but 

not at the expense of the quality of education in rural areas.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely

Victor J. Kanrilak, Jr.
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TRADITIONAL VILLAGE OF PLA TIN U M  
P.O. Box 8 

Platinum, Alaska 99651

RESOLUTION No. 98-02

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING ALASKA SENATE BILL NO. 36 ENTITLED “AN ACT 
RELATING TO THE PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING PROGRAM; RELATING TO THE 
DEFINITION OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT, TO THE TRANSPORTATION OF STUDENTS, TO 
SCHOOL DISTRICT LAYOFF PLANS, TO THE SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES 
AGENCY, AND TO THE CHILD CARE GRANT PROGRAM AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.”

WHEREAS, The Platinum Traditional Council is the tribal governing body for the Traditional 
Village o f Platinum, a federally-recognized Indian Tribe recognized and such by the United 
States, and

WHEREAS, The most important resource of the villages is its children and it is o f critical 
importance to provide for the future and well-being of the children through education which is a 
basic human rights available to all children no matter where they live or what their ethnic 
background is, and

WHEREAS, The State of Alaska formed and funded Rural Education Attendance Area School 
Districts to enable equitable and fair access to education o f children living in rural remote 
villages throughout Alaska, and

WHEREAS, Education o f the children through the Rural Education Attendance Area School 
District is \  ital not only to provide for the future o f the children, but also to maintain the 
indigenous native culture, integrity, way of life, general well-being and livelihood of the people 
throughout rural Alaska, and

WHEREAS, The people o f the region need and require the same level o f basic education 
services afforded to all Alaskans, and

WHEREAS, The Alaska State Legislature intends to extinguish rural education funding through 
Senate Bill 36 which seeks to redistribute education funding dollars from ;ura) school districts to 
urban schools, redefining school district boundaries, proposing employment taxes o f 4% for 
districts without an economic base, and redefining most education processes as we know them, 
and

WHEREAS, The AVCP region and many other rural Alaskan regions lack the economic 
infrastructure and economic base to bear the burden of an employment tax to finance basic 
education and other basic human services, and



4 - 1 3 - 1 9 9 8  1 : 5 2 P M  F R O M  P L A T I N U M  T R A D I T I O N A L  9 7 9  8 1 7 8 P .  3

WHEREAS, Such a measure would cripple regions such as the AVCP region, already 
experiencing an economic disaster from recent fishery industry failures, and

WHEREAS, Passage of this bill will have long and drastic effects on the operations of the rural 
school districts and the support and assistance in all areas o f education provided for the children 
o f the region, and

WHEREAS, Passage o f this bill will also halt the enormous academic progress of the children 
living in rural Alaska in areas of mathematics, reading, and writing, and in particular, it will halt 
the advancement o f knowledge, skills and abilities o f the children and their future contribution to 
the general well-being and economy o f the region, and

WHEREAS, The rural school districts are working diligently and successfully to support and 
assist in this process.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Platinum Traditional Village Council 
respectfully implores and requests the Alaska State Legislature to reconsider its position and 
action towards the children of rural Alaska.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Platinum Traditional Village Council hereby opposes 
passage o f senate Bill No. 36 by the Alaska State Legislature.

Passed J o y  the Platinum Traditional Village Council with a duly
constituted quorum o f members present.

CERTIFICATION:
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FAX MEMO

PLATINUM TRADITIONAL VILLAGE 
P.O. Box 8 

PLATINUM, ALASKA 99651 
PHONE: (907) 979-8177 FAX: (907) 979-8178

TO: F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e /  M a rk  H a n l e y , J a n e  T h e r r i a u l t ,  A l d a n  M u l d e r , G a r y  D a v i s  
R i c h a r d  R > s t e r ,  P e t e  K e l l y ,  V i c  K d l i r i n g , C a r r i e  M a r t i n , J o h n  D a v i e s ,

FAX NO: (907) 465-2418 Carl Moses, and Ben Grussendorf

DATE: April 13. 1998

NO. OF PAGES IN FAX (INCLUDING THIS PAGE): 3 

Original in mail ? YES ( ) NO Oof

IN CASE OF ERRORS INVOLVING THIS TRANSMISSION, PLEASE CONTACT 
LOU KIRBY, TRJBAL ADMINSTRATOR, AT (907) 979-8177.

MESSAGE: • RE: Senate Bill 36

F i n a n c e  O c n m i t t e e ;

It is crucial that Senate Bill 36 mot be allowed to pass. Costs have 
gone up for all School Districts, especially with population growth in both 
rural and urban districts. For number of years, education has been held 
harmless in budget cuts, receiving flat funding, Yet school districts 
have basically been required to eat inflation.

We b e l i e v e  t h a t  m o r e  m o n e y  s h o u l d  b e  p u t  i n t o  o u r  e d u c a t i o n  b u d g e t ,  T h e  
y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n  t h a t  a r e  i n  s c h o o l s  a r e  o u r  f u t u r e .  A n d  i f  t h i s  b i l l  
p a s s e s  i t  w i l l  a f f e c t  o u r  r e g i o n  d r a s t i c a l l y ,  a n d  i t  w i l l  b e  d e v a s t a t i n g  
f o r  t h e  s m a l l e r  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  w i l l  b e  a f f e c t e d .

Also icluded is our opposing resolution for senate bill36
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L o w e r  
K u s k o k w i m  
S c h o o l  
D i s t r i c t

Bill FergusonSuperintendent 
P.O. Box 305 • Bethel, Alaska 99559-0305 

907 543-4800 Ext. 810, 811, FAX 907 543-4904

4-13-98

The Honorable Gail Phillips,
Speaker House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 208 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Phone: (907) 465-2689

Dear Representative Phillips,

I ’m sorry I missed the opportunity to visit with you when I was in Juneau 
for the Superintendent’s meeting. I realize you’re extremely busy with 
the close of the session fast approaching and ail the controversy over 
subsistence, education funding and the “normal” legislative bills that 
need to be worked on.

As the superintendent for the Lower Kuskokwim School District one of my 
major concerns is SB 36. In the current form our District would lose 
approximately $8 million dollars and even with a three year transitional 
period I ’m not sure our educational programs would be able to survive.
Still in light of this, I think for every negative we can always find a 
positive, and I do feel SB 36 has a positive side. SB 36 has brought into 
focus across the State, for urban and rural areas alike, the need for 
adequate funding of education and a quality educational program for all. I 
feel these two concerns are shared by every citizen in the State of Alaska. 
They are not unique to urban and/or rural residences.
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Legislators are well aware of the various sources of revenue for funding 
education at a level at which all Alaska children, urban and rural, would 
benefit and none would have to suffer. The revenue available is almost 
unlimited. It ’ s just a matter of identifying the State’s priorities. If the 
legislature is saying that the revenue is available but they feel that the 
residents in rural Alaska need to pay their fair share, just as urban 
residents do, then we need to look at how this can be done in a manner 
that isn't construed as being unfair and/or singling out a given group of 
people. There are several ways this can be done. 1) By a two-thirds vote 
of the legislature the yearly interest from the permanent dividend fund 
could be set aside in an education permanent fund. It would take several 
years to accumulate enough to become self sufficient, but it could be 
done. 2) The legislature could pass a State wide education income tax 
under which everyone would contribute, resident and non-resident alike, 
and the urban areas could reduce their property tax in relationship to the 
amount collected on urban residents’ income tax. 3) Thirty to forty 
thousand people signed a petition to put the Educational Endowment on 
the November ballot, but the petition was considered invalid. The 
Legislature could take the leadership role and put this issue on the 
November ballot and let the people of Alaska decide. We need to look at 
funding for education, not as a personal issue, but an issue that focuses on 
what is the best for the children in the entire State. There are ways to 
make the State "whole” again, if the legislators want to.

Quality education for our children is a concern for all Alaskans, urban and 
rural alike. Every child has an equal right to an education that will 
provide them with the tools they need to succeed in life. A basic set of 
tools is needed by all children. It would not be fair to give one group of 
children a full set of tools and another a partial set. The State of Alaska 
is unique in its diversity of cultures, geographic accessibility and 
economic capabilities, all of which need to be addressed when providing 
the basic educational program for "our” children. Rural Alaskans realize 
it ’s not economically feasible to put libraries, swimming pools, bowling 
alleys, and paved play grounds in every community, while on the other 
hand urban Alaskans would not expect their children to learn how to sew 
mukluks, set blackfish traps and/or retain their native culture as part of 
their educational program.

Alaska and Alaskans are unique. This is what makes our State so great, 
and our educational program, urban or rural, should reflect this
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uniqueness. Senate Bill 36 and Senate Bill 203 would stifle this 
uniqueness, as well as the creativity of educational programs in meeting 
the diverse needs of all “our” children.

In listening to Rep. Bunde on April 4, he said that the legislature had been 
working on the education funding formula, SB 36, for the past five years 
and that it wasn’t something new. Last spring was the first I had heard 
about it and I have been working in rural schools for the past 30 years.
I’m sure many other Alaska residents, urban and rural, weren't aware of it 
until this session. The State should be held accountable for adequate 
funding and the education “family” should be held accountable for quality 
education for our children.

SB 36 has the attention of most Alaskans today and it ’s now time to take 
a step back and look at the educational needs of every child in our State. 
Lets take this step back and look at “our" options again and develop an 
education funding formula that will help all of our children. I’m willing 
to commit my summer to accomplish this goal as i’m sure many Alaskans 
would be. Yes additional funding is needed for education, in both the urban 
and rural areas, but not at the expense of dividing our great State.

Bill Ferguson 
Superintendent
Lower Kuskokwim School District 
Bethel, Alaska 99559

cc
Alaska Legislators
Tundra Drums (letter to the editor)
Anchorage Daily News (letter to the editor)

Sincerely,
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FACS IM ILE  TRANSMITTAL

T o :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H a n l e y
F a x :  465-2418

D a t e :  April 14, 1998

F ro n t :  G a r y  Z im m erm an S u b j e c t :  S c h o o l  F u n d i n g
T e l :  249-8224 : F a x :  249-8247

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H a n l e y :

A s  a  p a r e n t  o f  tw o  e l e m e n t a r y  a g e  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  I  am a m a z e d  a t  w h a t  t h e  
A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  c a n n o t  p r o v i d e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  s c h o o l ' s  b a s i c  
o p e r a t i o n s .  T h e r e  h a s  o e e n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  r h e t o r i c  a b o u t  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r m u l a  
r e - w r i t e ,  a n d  I  f a v o r  a n y  a t t e m p t  t o  f i x  t h e  f o r m u l a  a s  i t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  w r i t t e n .  
T o  p e n a l i z e  l a r g e r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  b y  p r o v i d i n g  f e w e r  d o l l a r s  p e r  s t u d e n t  ( a n d  
u s i n g  t h e  e x c u s e  o f  " e c o n o m i e s  o f  s c a l e "  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  f o r m u l a )  j u s t  d o e s  n o t  
m a k e  s e n s e  i n  my b o o k  w h e n  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  i s  e x p a n d i n g  a t  a  r a t e  
o f  500 t o  1 ,0 0 0  s t u d e n t s  e v e r y  y e a r .

T h e  b a s i c  q u e s t i o n  I  h a v e  i s  t h a t  i f  i t  i s  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  p r o v i d e  a n d  p a y  f o r  q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n  why  d o  t h e  t a x p a y e r s  o f  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  
o f  A n c h o r a g e  g e t  s t u c k  f o r  1/3 o f  t h e  t o t a l  c o s t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  w h i l e  o t h e r  
d i s t r i c t s  a r e  t o t a l l y  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e ?  I t  s e e m s  t o  me t h e r e  i s  n o  i n c e n t i v e  
b y  s o m e  d i s t r i c t s  t o  b e  g o o d  s t e w a r d s  o f  t h e i r  a l l o c a t e d  m o n e y  w h i l e  o t h e r  
d i s t r i c t s  ( l i k e  ASD) a r e  f o r c e d  t o  g o  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r  o n  b o n d  
i s s u e s  t h a t  s h o u l d  s i m p l y  b e  i n  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  b u d g e t s  ( p a i d  f o r  
b y  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  l i k e  o t h e r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ) .

AS t h e  PTA P r e s i d e n t  o f  a n  A n c h o r a g e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  t h e  p a s t  tw o  y e a r s  I  
am a l s o  a m a z e d  a t  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  r e q u e s t e d  o f  a n d  p a i d  f o r  b y  t h e  PTA - 
t h i n g s  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  b a s i c  i t e m s  s u p p l i e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  ( b u t  h ow  m an y  
t i m e s  h a v e  w e  h e a r  " i t ' s  n o t  i n  t h e  b u d g e t " ? ) .  I n  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s  o u r  PTA 
h a s  s p e n t  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  o n  t h i n g s  s u c h  a s  c o m p u t e r s  a n d  c o m p u t e r  
u p g r a d e s ,  w i r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  f o r  e - m a i l  a n d  i n t e r n e t  a c c e s s ,  m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  
a s s e m b l i e s / s p e a k e r s ,  g r a n t s  t o  t e a c h e r s  f o r  c l a s s r o o m  s u p p l i e s ,  s n o w  r e m o v a l / i c e
r i n k  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  o n  a n d  o n  a n d  o n . ............

We n e e d  t o  f i x  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  f u n d i n g  s i t u a t i o n  i n  A l a s k a  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  n o t  
w o r k i n g .  N o t  o n l y  i s  i t  n o t  w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  S t a t e ' s  l a r g e s t  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  
b u t  i t ' s  n o t  w o r k i n g  f o r  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  a s  w e l l .  I s  i t  a  p o l i t i c a l  h o t  p o t a t o ?
I  am s u r e  i t  i s !  I s  i t  t u r n i n g  i n t o  a  r u r a l  v e r s u s  u r b a n  i s s u e ?  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,
y e s !  D o e s  i t  h a v e  t o  b e?  NO! I f  t h e  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  G o v e r n o r  r e a l i z e  t h e  
i n e q u i t y  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  f o r m u l a ,  i n c r e a s e  s p e n d i n g  o n  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  i n f l a t i o n  
p r o o f  a n y  n e w  f o r m u l a  t h e n  i t  c a n  b e  d o n e .

W i t h  r e v e n u e  f o r e c a s t s  g o i n g  t h e  w ay  o f  o i l  down  t h e  p i p e l i n e  ( s o u t h ! )  i t  i s  
t i m e  f o r  t o u g h  d e c i s i o n s .  A n d  t h a t  i s  w h y  w e e l e c t e d  y o u  - t o  b e  g o o d  s t e w a r d s  
o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  m o n i e s  AND t o  p r o v i d e  t . i e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  t h a t  i s  e x p e c t e d  b y  
a l l  A l a s k a n s .  E d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  a  p r o s p e r o u s  f u t u r e  f o r  
A l a s k a  a n d  y o u  h a v e  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  b u i l d  t h a t  f u t u r e  t o d a y .

S i n c e r e l y

: c m

P . S .  P l e a s e  d i s t r i b u t e  t o  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  m e m b e r s .
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C o r p o r a t i o n __________________________________

601 W. 5ih Avenue, Suite 200 • Anchorage, AK 99501-2226 •> (907) 278-5516 Facsimile (907) 272-5060

April 13, 1998

Via facsimile 907-465-2418

I fon. Mark Hanley 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Hear Representative Hanley

Calista Corporation is opposej to Senate Bill 36, The Calista region of fifty six villages stands to lose over 
S9.2 million dollars i f  this bill passes. Of the $9,2 million dollars, most will return to Anchorage by way of 
contracts in food servicing, telecommunications, and retailing. We urge you to vole against Senate Bill 36 in 
the State House of Representatives.

This bill is pitting rural and urban communities against one another on a very sensitive issue; die education 
of our future leaders. Education is the key element to the successful future of this state. We need legislative 
action that will not arbitrarily remove funds from one house district and place it another, no matter who is in 
power.

Instead, wc recommend you develop an alternative plan by formation of a bi-partisan committee to review 
education funding. A committee that will improve educational funding statewide and benefit all citizens of 
our great state.

We thank you for your time and consideration. Please feel free to call us if  you have any questions or 
concerns.

Sincerely,

CALISTA CORPORATION

C jp J jY\ocU bujj D ia /la u
Matthew Nicolai 
Prcsident/CEO
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April 4, 1998

The Honorable Senator Jerry Mackic 
Dear Senator Mackic:

Thank you for the response to my letter concerning SB 36. Apparently you missed my point, the 
resistance to changes in the status quo have blocked any attempts to reorganize, restructure and 
refe a the management of education.
Jerry, you once asked me for ideas about balancing the budget. I look this question seriously and 
have ideas that need articulation and follow thru at the state level. 1 admire your ability to stand up 
and speak for what you understand to be honest and fair.
You arc right about Alaskan schools and communities, “struggling with inflation factors, federal 
mandates, and other variables that have made it difficult to operate and maintain our state 
education system” and “the lack of adequate school maintenance funding”. Tire solution is not 
more money to an entrenched establishment that refuses to negotiate and face head on the real 
complexities of restructuring the management of education. We need to take a good look at how 
and what we arc doing to make ends meet and still provide children with good education.
The proposal of a long-range statewide plan to build new schools and repair, maintain and expand 
existing schools is a step in the right direction. It is a separate set of fluids designated for a 
specific purpose. These funds arc separate from the education funding rewrite dilemma.

When rewriting the education foundation formula specific questions need to be asked:
1. What are the true and real costs o f specific administrative positions in operating a school?
2. Is the budget in the perspective of a bare bones budget; what arc the real SS numbers?
3. What are frivolous and excessive costs?
4. What expenses are being duplicated on a region wide basis?
5. Can cost effective quality programs be integrated and shared by schools in close proximity?
6. What is fair and equitable when narrowing the spending gap bctwe revenues & expenses?
7. Arc children doing better academically because of increased dollars per child?

Studies indicate that this is not the ease.
8. Which districts arc using funds effectively and have equitable funding per student?
9. What are the fundamental procedures used to achieve an affirmative education action plan?

The implementation of unfunded mandates is a frequent complaint of administrators. One solution 
is to consolidate smaller districts, the duplication of managing mandates and the overall costs of 
administration would decrease. Money can be focused to the actual provider o f a sendee. A 
centralized office will determine equitable appropriations across the district. Yet each school site 
will have a sav in making decisions that effects them locally as stated in State Statute.
TITLE 14 CHAPTER 08 EDUCATION IN THE UNORGANIZED BOROUGH 
SECTION 14.08.115 Advisory school boards in regional educational attendance areas

(a) A regional school board shall establish advisory school boards in caeli community in the 
regional educational attendance area that has more than 50 permanent residents, and by regulation 
shall prescribe their manner of selection and organization, and. in a manner consistent with (b) of 
this section, their powers and duties, (b) .An advisory board shall advise the regional school board 
on all matters concerning schools in the community in which the advisor}' board is established.
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Here is a summary of an education action plan needing implementation.

The Trend o f Government (Nationally, Statewide & Locally) to reduce expenditures and to
streamline services to the advantage of long term feasibility and quality program success.

School Districts have a need to recognize and utilize an Education Service Agency by:
1. Contracting out business services/central office services

A. Accounting and related services: electronically via modem - tliis service provides a 
substantial savings to districts. Financial accounting services are centrally located and 
members of the business office communicate with this system by modem on terminals 
located in their ollices.

2. Contract special services itinerant stafl'designed to encourage districts to commit for special 
services earl}', to plan staffing needs for the ensuing year. Cost effective services.

A. Formation of Cooperatives/Consortiums to lower rates for services.
B. By pooling services to several districts, a specialist has full time employment.

3. Oiler Facilities planning, Capital Improvement planning and preparation by a specialist.

legislature needs to:
Designate an Education Service Agency (ESA).
Secure slatulory and regulatory provisions requiring participating districts to pay dues or provide 
an annual appropriation to cover basic administrative costs. The consolidation of services is a cost 
savings to the State of Alaska. There would no longer be a duplication of bureaucracy.
Federal Education program laws and regulations recognize the existence of education service 
agencies. Smaller schools have a need to pool resources tlirough an education service agency that 
could do more for districts than could be done on its own.

It is a good idea, and other individuals committed to providing quality education would agree. 
Scattered across the State, it will require positions to be discontinued as the dollars shift. The 
inequities in education funding demands that serious actions need to be taken to resolve and 
improve the strategics of an education plan. In a responsible way, to trim the size and scope of 
government and still provide a quality program.
As an elected official, we have the tough job of making decisions not everybody likes. And to 
stand bv those decisions because it is in the best interest of the children. .And to voice concerns 
about the education of children and programs needed to streamline services to the advantage of 
long term feasibility and quality program success.
Thank you for taking the time to consider what my comments have to say.

Sincerely,

Patricia Phillips P.O. Box 33 Pelican, Alaska 99832

ee: .Alaska State Legislature 
Governor Ton}' Knowles
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Representative Mark Hanley 
Room 507 , Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

March 26, 1998

Dear Mark Hanley,
On behalf of the faculty, parents, students and Advisory Education Committee of White 
Mountain, Alaska, we are urging you to vote NO on SB36. We believe this piece of 
legislation, if enacted, would be detrimental to our educational programs at White 
Mountain School.
I believe the impression of many legislators is that "Bush schoois have plenty of money 
and can stand a significant reduction in funds”. That is not the case. We are on a tight 
budget and are proud of the process that we use to make every penny count.

We do not have new and updated facilities. We teach school in the same classrooms 
that were used to teach our student’s parents and grandparents in over the past 50 
years.

We are not over staffed and continue to search for every way possible to provide 
quality teachers and teacher aides for our ever growing student population.

We do not have ample, much less abundant funds for the purchase of computers or 
instructional supplies or classroom furniture. Each year we oarefully prioritize the 
purchases that we believe will have the greatest impact on student learning.

Your vote in this critical matter will have a significant impact on rural education in 
Alaska. A yes vote from you is not a vote for fair equalization of educational dollars, it is 
not a reminder that we need to tighten our belts it is a vote that will surely cripple our 
educational system in White Mountain.

Please vote NO on SB36.

Sincerely,

Willa Ashenfelter ^
White Mountain Chairperson 
Advisory Education Committee
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School b ill reasonable
D espite the im pression  one m ight g a th e r from all the 

criticism , school spend ing  cuts p roposed  by the sta te  
S en a te’s new form ula a re  no t based  on a d is tr ic t’s ru ra l 
geography o r th e  rac ia l com position of its citizens. 
They a re  based  on an  objective assessm ent of the cost 
of operating  and on th e  num ber of studen ts served.

T ha t’s why, for exam ple, schools on A nnette Island, 
A laska’s lone N ative rese rva tion  located on an island 
south of K etchikan, w ouldn’t be cu t a t all. They would 
receive 19.3 p e rc e n t m ore m oney in th e  y ear 2001 com­
pared  to  w hat they w ould have u n d e r the cu rren t for­
mula.

Craig, an o th er rem ote  southeast, island town, would 
see an ex tra  11.3 percen t. H oonah, sim ilarly  situated , 

uld see an ex tra  4.6 percent.
T he Delta-G reely a rea , 100 m iles sou theast of F a ir ­

banks, would see  an  ex tra  9.2 percen t. The Denali Bor­
ough, covering the  H ealy-to-Cantw ell a rea , .5 percent.

The N orthw est A rctic Borough, covering Kotzebue 
and beyond? An ex tra  3.3 percen t. Nom e? T he same.

Of course, som e u rb an  schools would cash in a t an 
even g rea te r ra te —K etchikan, with a w hopping 24.7 
percen t for exam ple.

But the biggest, m ost u rb an  d istric ts  would not reap  
any g rea t w indfall on a percen tage basis. Anchorage 
would get an ex tra  6.5 percen t. F airbanks, whose Sen. 
Gary Wilkeri who p u t th is p lan  together, would get a 
m odest 7.3 p e rcen t ex tra . Ju n eau  could expect an ex tra  
8.1 p ercen t and th e  K enai a re a  could expect 7.72 p e r­
cent more.

I t’s true , though, th a t som eone would lose a lot, but 
for w idely d isp a ra te  reasons having nothing to do with 
a ru ra l n a tu re  o r a p a rticu la r  rac ia l make-up.

U nalaska would be ham m ered because the  taxable  
p ro p erty  value of its fish-landing facilities and hotels 
m ake it rich  on a p er-cap ita  basis. So, too, Skagway 
w ith its to u ris t facilities and Valdez w ith its oil p ipeline  
term inal. N one com pare, however, to th e  N orth  Slope 
B orough, w here th e  P ru dh o e  Bay oil fields give th e  9,- 
000 resid en ts  an incom parab le  taxab le  resource. The 
S en a te  p lan  would m ake th e  N orth  S lope p ick  u p  all its 
school costs.

Som e rela tively  poor a reas  of th e  s ta te  would also be 
h it hard , though. T he Yukon F la ts  and Yukon-Koyukuk 
d istric ts , covering m uch o f In te r io r  Alaska, would lose 
15.7 p e rc e n t and 14.5 p e rc e n t respectively. N enana 
w ould lose 20.9 percen t. T he Tok area , 11 p ercen t. Ga­
lena, 21.5 p e rcen t becau se  its new co rresp o nd ence  s tu ­
den ts would be funded  a t a m uch low er level. And the 
largest d is tr ic t in  th e  Yukon-Kuskokwim D elta, the 
Low er Kuskokwim, w ould lose 17.4 percen t.

T hese poor a reas  lose mostly because they  will get 
the  sam e am ount of m oney for bilingual, g ifted-talen ted  
and o th e r “specia l ed u ca tio n ” categories as o th e r  com­
m unities in th e  sta te . T he S enate  adopted  th is  fla t ra te  
b ecause the s ta te  has not been  able to  police th e  defi­
n ition  o f such studen ts. Both u rb an  and  ru ra l a reas  
w ere defin ing  the ca tegories to th e ir  advantages and 
th e reb y  reap in g  large  am ounts o f ex tra  money.

At the  bottom  line , though, A laska’s poor, rem ote 
com m unities would still be trea ted  very well u n d e r  the  
S en a te ’s education  funding  reform  bill. In  th e  y ear 
2001, for '..cample, th e  Yukon-Koyukuk d is tr ic t’s 550 
(projected) s tud en ts  would receive s ta te  funding of 
abou t $10,500 ap iece. Low er Kuskokwim ’s 3,650 stu ­
den ts would receive  abou t $8,800 ap iece. In  com par­
ison, F a irb a n k s’ 16,000 s tud en ts  would receive  about 
$4,350, and A nchorage’s 47,800 s tud en ts  about $4,250.

Providing m ore th a n  tw ice as m uch m oney for s tu ­
dents in  undeveloped  a reas  o f th e  sta te  as those in de­
veloped a reas  is necessary . Y ou’d never know it from 
the  hype, but the  S e n a te ’s bill recognizes th a t necessity  
and proviues the form ula to accom plish  it fairly.

D istributed  at the req u est of 
R epresentative C on Bunde
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D e a r  R e p re s e n ta tiv e  H an ley :

I am  very  c o n c e rn e d  for th e  w e lfa re  of e d u c a tio n  in th e  g re a t  s ta te  of 
A lask a . It h a s  b e e n  b ro u g h t to  my a tten tio n  th a t th e  S e n a te  h a s  p a s s e d  S e n a te  
Bill 36 . I find it truly ap pa lling  th a t th is  s ta te  is c o n s id e r in g  ta k in g  w h a t little 
m o n ey  th e  rural p a r ts  of th e  s ta te  h a v e  aw ay .

L a d ie s  a n d  G e n tle m e n , I h a v e  h e a rd  all th e  a rg u m e n ts  for th is  p ro p o sa l 
a n d  I c a n  s a y  w ithout a  d o u b t th a t th e y  a re  th e  m o s t illogical a n d  ill th o u g h t ou t I 
h a v e  h e a rd  in a  long tim e, can  not find th e  logic in tak in g  m o n ey  o u t of th e  p oo r 
a r e a s  of th e  s ta te  a n d  giving it to  th e  r ich er a r e a s  of th e  s ta te  ju s t b e c a u s e  th o s e  
a r e a s  ho ld  m o re  ch ild ren .

I a m  a  p ro d u c t of th e  S o u th  C aro lin a  sc h o o l sy s te m . Like A lask a , th e  
m ajority  of th e  s ta te  is lab e le d  rural with th e  m ajority  of th e s e  rural d istric ts  being  
m a d e  u p  of m inority s tu d e n ts , y e t S o u th  C a ro lin a  h a s  m a d e  a  c o m m itm en t to 
e d u c a tio n  th a t A lask a  h a s  not, a s  sh o w n  by th e  S e n a te 's  p a s s a g e  of Bill 36. In 
S o u th  C aro lin a , th e  r ich er d istric ts  rece iv e  le s s  m o n e y  from  th e  s ta te  w hile 
th o s e  th a t a re  p o o re r  re c e iv e  m ore , e v en  w h e n  th o s e  p o o re r  d is tr ic ts  g ive little 
o r no th in g  b a c k  to  th e  s ta te . H istorically, th e s e  d is tr ic ts  a ls o  s c o re  a t th e  bo ttom  
during  s ta te  w ide te s tin g . I h a v e  w o rked  in o th e r  s ta te s  w h e re  th e  fund ing  w a s  
th e  s a m e :  richer d istric ts  g e t le s s , p o o re r  d is tric ts  g e t m o re . I rea liz e  th is  is not 
S o u th  C aro lin a , ye t th e  id e a  is th e  s a m e .

I b e c o m e  c o n c e rn e d  w h en  I h e a r  th a t r e s id e n ts  of th e  B u sh  do  not 
co n trib u te  to  th e  e c o n o m y  of A n c h o rag e . I h a v e  b e e n  a t th e  p o s t office in o u r 
village w h e n  4 -6  b o x e s  arrive  from  v a rio u s  s to r e s  a n d  s h o p s  in A n c h o ra g e . I 
h a v e  s h o p p e d  for s o m e  of o u r  p a re n ts  on my w ay  th ro u g h  A n c h o ra g e  so  th a t 
th e ir  ch ild ren  m ight b e  a b le  to  h av e  new  c lo th e s  o r a  n e w  bike. I h a v e  w a ited  in 
line a t th e  B ush  sh ip p ing  c e n te r  in W alm art to o  m an y  tim e s  a n d  h a v e  s e e n  
p e o p le  sh ip  s e v e ra l h u n d re d  d o lla rs  w orth  of m e rc h a n d is e  to  b e lie v e  th a t 
p e o p le  from  th e  B ush  d on 't co n trib u te  to  th e  u rb a n  a r e a s .

In sh o rt la d ie s  a n d  g e n tle m e n , I w an t you  to  v o te  No on th is  bill. I b e lieve  
th a t it will u ltim ately  d e s tro y  rural e d u c a tio n  a n d  b e  e x trem e ly  d e trim e n ta l to  o u r 
s o c ie ty 's  ch ild ren .

S in c e re ly ,
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M a rc h  3 1 ,  1998

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M ark  H a n le y  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  (MS 3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H a n le y ,

I  am w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  a s  a  c o n c e r n e d  p a r e n t  i n  t h e  S t a t e  
o f  A l a s k a .
I  am i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  S B 3 6 . T h i s  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  b i l l  w as  t o  
b r i n g  e q u i t y  t o  a l l  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t s  i n  t h e  S t a t e ,  w h en  i n  
f a c t  i t  w o u ld  d o  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e .  How c o u l d  t a k i n g  m oney  
f ro m  1 d i s t r i c t  a n d  r e d i s t r i b u t i n g  t o  a n o t h e r  b e  e q u i t a b l e ? 
T h i r t y  tw o  o f  A l a s k a ' s  53 s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  r e p r e s e n t i n g
2 1 ,0 0 0  c h i l d r e n  w o u ld  l o s e  m o n e y , a n d  t h i s  w o u ld  f o r c e
s c h o o l ' s  t o  c l o s e  . h e i r  d o o r s .  How c o u l d  t h i s  b i l l  p o s s i b l y  
b e  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  a  m om en t?  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  t h e  
l e g i s l a t o r s  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h i s  b i l l  h a d  c h i l d r e n  i n  o n e  o f
t h e s e  t h i r t y - t w o  d i s t r i c t s  l o s i n g  m oney , t h e ' ' '  w o u ld  t a k e  
o p p o s i t i o n  a l s o .  I  am n o t  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  a n y  c h i l d  i n  o u r
r i c h  s t a t e  l o s i n g  o u t  o n  a n  e d u c a t i o n .  A s I  s e e  i t ,  my
c h i l d r e n  w o u ld  e i t h e r  h a v e  t o  b e  hom e s c h o o l e d  o r  s e n t  o f f
t o  a t t e n d  s c h o o l  i n  A n c h o r a g e ? ? ?  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  i s  
a n  a n s w e r .  C h i l d r e n  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  s c h o o l  i n  t h e i r  
hom e c o m m u n ity .  SB36 w o u ld  f o r c e  m any c h i l d r e n  t o  b e
s e p a r a t e d  f ro m  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e c e i v e  a n
e d u c a t i o n ,  who w o u ld  b e  i n  f a v o r  o f  s u c h  a  l u d i c r o u s  i d e a ?  I  
u r g e  y o u  t o  v o t e  n o  o n  S B 3 6 , t h i n k  o f  t h o s e  2 1 ,0 0 0  c h i l d r e n  
i t  w o u ld  n e g a t i v e l y  a f f e c t .
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e .

P  -i n r o r o  1 \ r

T a r a  P . F u l l e r  - P a r e n t  a n d  S c h o o l  B o a rd  M em ber - A l e u t i a n s  
E a s t  B o ro u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t
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//?A Council 
P.O. Box 100 
Shaktoolik, Alaska 99771-0100

Phone (907) 955-3701
«

Fax (907) 955-2352

Native Vnllage of Shaktoolik
Resolution 98-08 flPj? Q £ jggg

A  RESOLU TION O PPO SIN G  SENATE B IL L  36.

W HEREAS, the Native Village o f  Shaktoolik, IRA Council is an Alaska Native Village 
organized as an Alaska Native/American Indian Organization Act o f 1934, as amended in 
1936 for Alaska; and,

W HEREAS, the Native Village o f Shaktoolik, IRA Council is the elected governing body 
o f the Alaska Native/American Indian people o f the Native Village of Shaktoolik; and,

W HEREAS, Education plays a vital role to the students in our Rural Communities; and,

W HEREAS, to now be successfiil in the Western World, we are encouraging our children 
io achieve the highest education possible in our P.u»al Communities; and,

W HEREAS, the Bering Strait School District is educating our students to  become self- 
sufficient, productive citizens in a changing world recognized for their social academic 
and marketable skills; and,

W HEREAS, with Proposed Bill 36, a lot of our Vital Programs would be lost; and,

W HEREAS, with Senate Bill 36 in place, Education for our Rural Students would be put 
in Turmoil leveling our Rural Students to the lowest Education possible, when Education 
is ranked at the Highest Priority LeveL

THEREFORE BE IT  RESOLVED, that Education is ranked as a very, very high 
priority for our students in the Rural Areas.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that based ou the critical criteria's listed above, we 
urge you to vote NO on Senate Bill 36; or uphold the Govenor’s Veto o f said bill.
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C ERTIFICA TIO N

We, the undersigned members o f the Native Village o f Shaktoolik, IRA Council do hereby 
certify that the Native Village of Shaktoolik, IRA Council is composed o f  seven (7) 
members o f whom 5 voted on 'his 02nd day of April, 1998 and the foregoing 
resolution was adopted by the vote 0 f 5 members.

YES 5 NO 0 ABSTAIN 0 ABSENT 2

Ebfca Panictchuk vEbba Paniptchuk 
Secretary

TOTAL P . 0 3



Chad and Karen Neilson 
P.O. B ox 997 
Bethel, Ak 99559

March 31, 1998 APR06 1998

Representative Mark Hanley 
House o f Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 507 
Juneau, Ak 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

W e have worked in the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta as an itinerant career counselor and a 
nurse adm inistrator for the past 20 years. We have put a great deal o f our life’s work and 
effort into trying to improve the lot of the native people o f this area.

We have seen an increase in the number of natives completing high school and going on to 
college to become professional people of diversified endeavors within the Alaskan 
workforce. W e have seen an increase in the number of Native Alaskans taking over 
positions o f greater responsibility in the administration of both the educational system and 
the health care throughout the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta. These accomplishments have 
come about due to great efforts made in the school and health care systems to expose the 
population to opportunities for self-improvement. This has been a m ade possible by the 
educational budgets of the state and the allocations of funds from the Indian Health Service.

We have seen a phenomenal increase in the natives from this area being employed and 
having insurance policies decreasing the use for Medicaid and M edicare dollars for health 
care. Every person that is added to the productive workforce o f Alaska is a valuable 
resource to the state and helps boosts the economy. Most of this developm ent has taken 
place due to the influence o f a strong educational system in “BUSH ALASKA.” W hy cut 
the dollars to the Alaskan residents whose ancestors were here before the educational 
system and reallocate those dollars into the metropolitan areas of the state that experience a 
surgence o f newcomers from the lower 48 and have no life investment in the state?

Let us not drop the ball in the development of our own long-term residents who are working 
their way toward self-sufficiency. W e need the dollars to support the future o f “BUSH 
ALASKA EDUCATION.”

Chad and Karen Neilson



TONY  KN O W LES , GOVERNOR

D EPA R TM EN T  OF EDUCATION
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The Honorable M ark Hanley 
Alaska State C apitol Room  507 
Juneau A K  99801-1182

Dear R epresentative Hanley:

On behalf o f  the A laska State Board o f  Education, I am forwarding a copy o f  the B oard’s 
resolution strongly opposing the passage o f  Senate Bill 36. The Board unanim ously adopted the 
resolution at its M arch 28, 1998, business meeting, held in Juneau.

Sincerely,

Shirley J. Holloway, P 
Com m issioner

Enclosure

cc: State Board o f  Education

printed on recycled paper b y C.O,



Resolution 
Of The

State Board of Education
M arch 2 8 , 1998

W HEREAS, the legislature is considering enacting Senate Bill 36 into law; and

WHEREAS, the effect o f  the legislation is to redistribute S32 million o f  school foundation funds 
from 32 mostly rural school districts to urban school districts; and

W HEREAS, the 32 school districts adversely impacted by this legislation house 21,000 children, 
many o f  whom w ould have their current education seriously disrupted; and

WHEREAS, Region . Educational Attendance Areas are legally precluded from  contributing 
local taxes to edur. .on and are unable to provide an adequate local share o f  education costs 
because o f  this If J  prohibition and because o f a generally inadequate local tax base; and

WHEREAS, tne result o f  this legislation will be to close some rural schools; and

W HEREAS, the legislature has established a system o f  public schools based upon the provision 
o f local schools in nearly  every village in Alaska, and that the decision to abandon that system  
now m ay be a violation o f  the legislature’s constitutional duty to m aintain a system o f  public 
schools open to all; and

WHEREAS, the im pact o f  the funding cuts which will result from enactm ent o f  this legislation is 
racially biased and m ay violate constitutional rights to equal protection o f  the laws; and

WHEREAS, the policy  o f  A laska’s support for education is to be equitable, fair and racially  and 
culturally sensitive, with the intent that all children in A laska be provided w ith a  free, 
appropriate, public education, and that opportunities for such an education be reasonably equal 
without regard to residence o f  the child; and 

1

W HEREAS, enactm ent o f  this legislation will diminish us as a society, catering to our m ost 
selfish and narrow instincts;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Alaska State Board o f Education:

1. That the legislature is urged not to pass SB 36 in any o f  its present perm utations;
2. That, if  the legislation is passed by the legislature, the Governor is urged to veto this 

legislation; and
3. That the people o f  Alaska are urged to make their wishes known to the legislature and to the 

Governor in opposition to this onerous, and ill-advised legislation.

Passed and A pproved by the State Board o f  Education at its meeting in Juneau, Alaska on M arch 
28, 1998.

D a te
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To: State of Alaska Legislature

From: D anielle R. D izon  
Box 2262
Bethel, AK -99559-

To w hom  this letter WILL concern; March 31, 98

H ello, I am a fourteen year old freshman at Bethel Regional H igh  
School. (BRHS) I am half Yup'ik and half Filipino. I am a JROTC cadet.
I am in, w ith  m any other fellow  students, in m any extra-curricular activities.

Such as: cross-country, basketball, and volleyball. Many students, including myself, 
w ant to progress in our strengths.

1 am  writing to you  in  concern about our education w hich pertains to 
Senate Bill-36. Like many others in  our district, w e don't support this bill.
M any of u s ask the question, " W hy’  " " What are w e getting out of this?" " Why 
do you  w ant to take aw ay YOUR future leaders education and m inim ize our 
abilities to succeed in extra activities (sports, e tc .), succeed in school, and also  
succeed  in life?" Som e o f us even w onder, " W ho w ould  com e up w ith  som ething  
like this?"
W e've heard all the about the m illions o f dollars that m ay be taken away from  us. 

We haven't heard this yet, " WHAT IS IT THAT WE GET OUT OF IT?"
If this bill parses, students w ho are active in  extra-curricular activities w ill or 

m ight try n ew  things. Things such as the cruel things of this world. If there's 
nothing for students to do on  w eekends or after school activities, they m ight try new  
things like drugs and alcohol. Students w ho have already experim ented may even  
get deeper in to the drug use or alcoholism.
Drugs and alcohol is all it takes for a student to drop school and forget about all the 
im portant things in  life.
That's all it takes.
D o you  w ant your future to becom e a society w ho can become like that?

I don't.
I w ant all the opportunities in life to succeed. By taking away our education m oney  
isn't go in g to help.
I thought you  w anted to have your future people to have the best education  
possible. You w ant us to accom plish things in life, don't you? D o you want the better 
for us?
We W A N T education  m ore than you  think.
I bet that you  " higher ranking" people haven't even  been out here in our district. I 
m ay be w rong. But have you visited our school? Our school is alive. H ow  can you  
m ake a ruling w ithout know ing what you're getting in to? W e cherish the good  and 
the bad m om ents in our school. We love it and w e don't w ant our education  
opportunities to be taken away.

Som e parents in Anchorage are talking about US having all the m oney.
What? Their kid's are the ones w ho have a big lu rch  area.

-1-
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They have a variety to pick from. They can choose from Me D onalds, Burger 
King, KFC, etc. We don't have a choice.
We have regular ordinary hot lunches. It w ou ld  be GREAT to have a lunch area 

like East H igh School in Anchorage, but w e don't m ind. We accept it. It's a perfectly 
fine place to eat. It's small, but it's good enough for us. So what are those people 
bickering about? Are they jealous or something?

Before YOU make this ruling I w ant you  to think. Ask this question to

" Is this RIGHT to TAKE away MONEY from my FUTURE LEADERS 
EDUCATION?

Is this really the right thing to do? "
N o w  w e, the students, are going to ask the question IF this bill does pass.

" What are WE supposed to do now? I thought they wanted the BEST for US?"

y o u rse lf.

Sincerely,
W ith

o

-2 -
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April 10 , 1 9 9 8  

R ep . C o n  B u n d e  

H o u se  of R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  

S ta te  C a p ito l, R o o m  104  

J u n e a u ,  Ak. 9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2  

R e : S B  3 6

I a m  a  Y upik  re s id e n t  of T u n u n a k  w h o  o p p o s e s  S B  3 6 . I fe e l  th a t  th e  bill, If It 

p a s s e s ,  will ta k e  from  th e  p o o r  a n d  g ive  to  th e  rich.

T h e  BIA built a  s c h o o l In T u n u n a k  In th e  1 9 5 0 's . At th a t  tim e , th e  s y s te m  did  

e v e ry th in g  fo r  p a re n ts , m ak in g  th e m  fee l th a t  only  th e  s c h o o l k n e w  w h a t w a s  b e s t  for 

th e ir  c h ild re n , a n d  th a t  th e y  s h o u ld  no t b e  Inv o lved  w ith th e ir  c h ild re n ’s  e d u c a t io n s .  

A fter th e  M olly H o o tch  law su it in th e  1 9 7 0 ’s ,  sm a ll h igh  s c h o o ls  w e re  built in v illag es  

a n d  p a re n ts  b e c a m e  m o re  a w a re  of w h a t w a s  n e e d e d  for th e ir  c h ild re n s  e d u c a tio n .

I a m  a  m e m b e r  o f th e  T u n u n a k  A d v iso ry  S c h o o l B o a rd , a n d  I h a v e  s e e n  

im p ro v e m e n ts  in p a re n ta l  s u p p o r t  of e d u c a t io n  in T u n u n a k . P a r e n t s  a r e  g e tt in g  

in v o lv ed . T h e  A la s k a  O n w a rd  to  E x c e lle n c e  p ro c e s s  is  u s e d  In th e  T u n u n a k  s c h o o l, 

w h e re  p a r e n ts ,  s c h o o l s ta ff , th e  s tu d e n ts  a n d  c o m m u n ity  m e m b e rs  w o rk  to g e th e r  to  

c o m e  u p  w ith  g o a ls  th a t  will w o rk  in b o th  W e s te rn  a n d  Y u p ’ik c u l tu re s .  E q u a l 

e m p h a s is  is  p la c e d  o n  b o th  c u ltu re s  in th e  s c h o o l, a n d  s tu d e n ts  a r e  s u c c e e d in g . At
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o u r  r e c e n t  th ird  q u a r te r  s tu d e n t-p a re n t  c o n fe re n c e s , 9 1 %  of p a re n ts  a t te n d e d . P a r e n ts  

d o  c a r e  a b o u t  e d u c a tio n  o f th e ir  ch ild ren  in rural A lask a .

I fe e l  th a t  if th e  le g is la tu re  p a s s e s  S B  3 6 , th is  will b e  a  m a jo r  s e tb a c k  fo r  th e  

s t a t e  o f A la s k a . T h e  le g is la tu re  s h o u ld  n o t ta k e  m o n e y  fro m  o n e  d is tr ic t to  fu n d  

a n o th e r . I th in k  w e  n e e d  to  look  for a d d itio n a l fund ing  s o u rc e s  fo r u rb a n  d is tr ic ts , b u t 

n o t a t  th e  e x p e n s e  of th e  q ua lity  o f e d u c a tio n  in ru ral a r e a s .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r y o u r tim e.

S in c e re ly ,

V ictor J .  K an rilak , J r .
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M r. G e n e  T h e r r la u l t  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s la tu r e  
S t a t e  C a p i to l  
J u n e a u ,A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  M r. T h e r r la u l t :

M y n a m e  is  M ic h a e l M a n c h u a k , a  ju n io r  In th e  L o w e r  K u sk o k w im  S c h o o l  
D is tr ic t .  I a m  w ritin g  th i s  l e t t e r  to  te ll y o u  I o p p o s e  S e n a t e  Bill 3 S .

B e c a u s e  t h e  ru ra l s c h o o l s  h a v e  f e w e r  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  th a n  t h e  u r b a n  
s c h o o l s ,  it w o u ld  b e  u n f a  r to  t a k e  m o n e y  f ro m  th e  p o o r  o n e s  to  t h e  r ic h .

A lth o u g h , I o p p o s e  S e n a t e  Bill 3 6 , I s u p p o r t  G o v e r n o r  K n o w le s  bill to  a d d  
2 4  m illio n s  d o l la r s  to  th e  S t a t e s  E d u c a t io n  B u d g e t .

T h e  c h i ld r e n  a r e  th e  fu tu r e  l e a d e r  o f th is  c o u n tr y  a n d  t h e  s t a t e .  P l e a s e  
s u p p o r t  t h a t .

S i n o e r e l y ,

Michael Manchuak

!
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J
P .O . B o x  7 8
K w lg lll ln g o k , A K  9 9 6 2 2
A pril 6 , 1 9 9 8  ^

G e n e  T h e r r ia u l t  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s la tu r e  
S t a t e  C a p i to l  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

M r. T h e r r la u l t :

H e llo !  My n a m e  I s  J u n e  L  A n d r e w . I a m  w r i t i n g  a  l e t t e r  b e c a u s e  I 
w o u ld  like  to  te ll y o u  th a t  I o p p o s e  S B  3 6 .

S B  3 6  w o u l d  h u r t  o u r  b i l i n g u a l  p r o g r a m  a n d  m a k e  o u r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  
c lo s e  s e v e r a l  s c h o o ls .  M a n y  Jo b s  w o u ld  b e  lo s t.

P l 6 ? s e  h e lp  o u r  s c h o o l s .  V o te  n o  o n  S B  3 6 .

T h a n k  Y c u ,

J u n e  A n d r e w
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O e n e  T h e r r l a u l t  
A la s k a  S ta te  L e g i s la tu r e  
S ta te  C a p i to l  
J u n e a u .  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

$
P.O. Box 4
K w ig ii l in g o k , A K  9 9 6 2 2  %
A p r il  6 . 1 9 9 8  Q jP *

D e a r  M r . T h e r r la u l t :

H e llo , m y  rT -u e  is  B re n d a n  L e w is . I  w o u ld  l ik e  to  te l l  y o u  I  o p p o s e  S B  3 6 . 
S B  3 6  w o u ld  h u r t  o u r  b i l in g u a l  p ro g ra m s  a n d  m a k e  o u r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  c lo s e  
s e v e ra l s c h o o ls . M a n y  jo b s  w o u ld  b e  lo s t .

P le a s e  h e lp  o u r  s c h o o ls  V O T E  n o  o n  S B  3 6 .

T h a n k  Y o u , 

B re n d a n  L e w is
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P.O. Box 54
Kwigiliingok, AK  9 9 6 2 2  
A pril 7 , 1 9 9 8

G e n e  T h e r r la u l t  
A la sk a  S ta t e  L e g is la tu re  
S ta te  C ap ita l 
J u n e a u , AK 9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D e a r  M r. T h e r r la u l t :

I w ould  like to  tell y o u  th a t  I a m  In o p p o s itio n  to  S e n a te  Bill 36.

T h is  bill w o u ld  rip u s  off o f v a lu a b le  m o n ey . If th is  bill w a s  p a s s e d  th e n  th e  s c h o o ls  
in t h e  K u sk o k w ln  D e lta  m ig h t h a v e  to  c a n c e l  b a sk e tb a ll , v o lley b a ll, a n d  c r o s s ­
c o u n try . T h e y  a ls o  m ig h t h a v e  to  c a n c e l  trav e l fo r  A c a d e m ic  D e c a th lo n , S p e e c h  
C o n te s t , a n d  th e  C a re e r  F ield  Trip. W ithou t b a sk e tb a ll  m o re  k id s  will h a v e  n o th in g  
to  d o  s o  th e y  will tu rn  to  a lc o h o l a n d  d ru g s . B ask e tb a ll g iv e s  k id s  a c m e th l 'ig  to  d o  
a n d  Is a  g o o d  a lc o h o l a n d  d ru g s  a w a r e n e s s  activ ity . I d o n 't  th in k  w e  d id  
a n y th in g  b a d  to  d e s e r v e  it.
P l e a s e  v o te  n o  o n  t h e  bill.

I am  a  s tu d e n t  a t  Kwigiliingok H igh S c h o o l a n d  a  b a sk e tb a ll p le y e ,’.

J a m e s  B e a v e r
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P .O . B ox  3
K w ig ili in g o k , A K  9 9 6 2 2

Sydnia Phillip

M r. Q e n e  T h e r r la u l t
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a tu r e  
S t a t e  C a p i to l  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 6 2

Mr. Q e n e  T h e r r la u l t :

I a m  w r it in g  to  y o u  b e c a u s e  I f e e l  f r u s t r a t e d .  R a n d y  P h i l l ip s  is  try in g  to  
t a k e  t h e  m o n e y  f ro m  o u r  s c h o o l  to  m a k e  A n c h o r a g e  s c h o o l s  b e t t e r .

I th in k  a ll k id s  d e s e r v e  to  le a r n  a b o u t  th e i r  c u l tu r e .  I th in k  w e  w a n t  to  
k e e p  o u r  b ilin g u a l p r o g r a m  s t r o n g ,  s o  p l e a s e  h e lp  u s .  V o te  n o  o n  S e n a t e
Bill 3 6 .

T h a n k  Y o u ,
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KwigUlingok. AK 00622
P .O . B O X  B 5
A p ril 3 .  1 9 9 8  v

G e n e  T h e r r l a u l t  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a tu r e  
S t a t e  C a p i t a l  
J u n e a u .  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

Q e n e  T h e r r l a u l t .

H e l lo  I M y  n a m e  i s  R o d e r ic k  A t t l .  I  w o u ld  l ik e  to  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  I o p p o s e  
S B  3 6 .

S B  3 6  w i l l  h u r t  o u r  b i l i n g u a l  p r o g r a m  a t i d  m a k e  o i i r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  c lo s e  
s o m e  s c h o o l s .  M a n y  J o b s  w il l  b e  lo s t .  W e  w ill a l s o  lo s e  s o m e  o f  o u r  s c h o o l  
a c t iv i t ie s ,  s u c h  a s  s p o r t s ,  a c a d e m ic  d e c a t h lo n ,  s p e e c h  c o n t e s t ,  o r  c lo s e - u p  
p r o g r a m s .

P l e a s e  h e l p  o u r  s c h o o l s .  V o te  n o  o n  S B  3 6 .

T h a n k  Y o u ,

R o d e r i c k  A t t l
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P .O . B ^x
K w ig ili in g o k , A K  p
A pril 8 ,  1 9 9 8  V.

Q e n e  T h e r r la u l t  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s la tu r e  
S t a t e  C a p i to l  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1  - 1 1 8 2

M r. T h e r r la u l t :

I w o u ld  lik e  t o  te ll y o u  th a t  I o p p o s e  S e n a t e  Bill 3 6 .

If th is  bill p a s s e s ,  t h r e e  s c h o o l s  In th e  L o w e r  K u sk o k w im  S c h o o l  D is tr ic t
will s h u t  d o w n . M a n y  p e o p le  will lo s e  th e i r  jo b s ,  a n d  o u r  b ilin g u a l 
p ro g ra m  will c o m e  to  a n  e n d .  M a n y  fie ld  tr ip s , lik e  A c a d e m ic  D e c a th lo n , 
S p e e c h  C o n te s t ,  a n d  S u m m e r  C a m p s  w o u ld  b e  c u t ,  a n d  all t h e  o th s r  t r ip s  
th a t  th e  s c h o o l  p a y s  like  b a s k e tb a l l  p ro g ra m  w o u ld  a l s o  t a k e  a  h it.

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  v o tin g  n o  o n  S e n a t e  Bill 3 6 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C lif to n  J .  B e a v e r
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P .O . B ox  7
K w ig ili in g o k , A k  9 9 6 2 2  
A p ril 6 ,1 9 9 8

M r. G e n e  T h e r r la u l t  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s la tu r e  
S t a t e  C a p i to l  
J u n e a u ,  A k  9 9 0 8 1 * 1 1 8 2

Mr. Therrlault

Hi. M y n a m e  is  S e r a l e e  K a lra lu a k . I a m  w ritin g  a  le t te r  b e c a u s e  I w o u ld  
like  to  te ll  y o u  th a t  I o p p o s e  S e n a t e  Bill 3 6 .

S B  3 6  w o u ld  h u r t  o u r  b il in g u a l p ro g ra m  a n d  m a k e  o u r  s c h o o l  d is t r ic t  c l o s e  
s e v e r a l  s c h o o l s .  M a n y  J o b s  w o u ld  b e  lo s t.

V o te  “N O ’* o n  S B  3 6 .

T h a n k  Y o u ,

S e r a l e e  K a lr a lu a k
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P.O. Box 10
Kwigiliingok, AK 99622 
April 6. 1998
Mr. Gene Therrlault 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Mr. Gene Theriault:

I am writing to  le t you know that I am In opposition t o 
Senate Bill 36.

I am a student in a small village called Kwigiliingok. If this 
bill passes it will destory the education of younger students by 
eliminating the bilingual program; also, about 200 Jobs will be 
lost. There will be at least three schools that will be shut down 
if this bill passes: Oscarville, Platinum, and Mekoryuk.

Again, please vote no on Senate Bill 36.
On the other hand, I support the Governor’s plan t o give the 

schools $24 million more next year. The Governor’s plan shows 
that education Is important to the state of Alaska. I agree.

Without education, we have no dreams. Without dreams, we 
have no future.

Thank You, 

Jennifer Klunya
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DATE: April 9,1998

#
TO: HOUSE COMMITTEE

HESS / HEALTH EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES.

FROM: JOSEPH CHIMEGALREA, PRESIDENT.

REGARDING: SENATE BILL NO. 36.

SENATE BILL NO. 36 RECENTLY PASSED THE SENATE AND IS CURRENTLY 
IN THE HOUSE (HEALTH EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES) 
COMMITTEE.

THE PROPOSED NEW SCHOOL FOUNDATION FORMULA , BUDGET CUTS IS 
A NEGATIVE IDEA FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS, INSTEAD (INCREASE) MORE 
MONEY SHOULD BE PUT IN THE EDUCATION BUDGET.

THE ATTACHED RESOLUTION NO. 98-2 CLARIFIES OUR POSITION AND  
THIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT ISSUE THAT WILL DEMOTE OUR SCHOOL 
SYSTEM AND CUR STUDENTS IF THE BILL PASSES.

IT HAS BEEN OUR OBJECTIVE, PARENTS, PARENT COUNCIL, ALASKA 
ONWARD TOWARD EXCELLENCE (AOTE), ASBBOARD, MUNICIPAL 
(STATE CHARTER), TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS JOINTLY AND OVER MANY  
YEARS CAME TO CONSENSUS TO PROMOTE THAT OUR CHILDREN 
RECEIVE THE HIGHEST QUALITY EDUCATION POSSIBLE. THIS IS 
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT AND IMPERATIVE TO PROVIDE MODERN 
MATERIAL.

WE LOVE OUR CHILDREN AND EDUCATION IS THE ONLY TOOL WE CAN 
PROVIDE THEM WITH FOR THEIR FUTURE SECURITY AND WELFARE. WE 
FEEL EDUCATION ENHANCE STRONGER AND EFFECTIVE LEADERS, CARE 
TAKERS FOR TOMORROW

WE SINCERELY AND STRONGLY URGE YOU VOTE DOWN ALASKA SENATE 
BILL NO. 36.

JOSEPH CHIMEGALREA, PRESIDENT NAPAKIAK CORPORATION. 

ENCLOSURE: RESOLUTION NO. 98-2

CC: FILE
(SEE ATTACHED COPY).
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:< KS O I . U T  I ON '■/H- J
O P P O S I T I O N  T O S B -  J> , F U N D I N G  C U T S  TO RURAL.  S U I U O l .  D I S T K L C I S

W H E R E A S , T HK B O A R D  0 1 '  D I R E C T O R S  O F  T l i h  N A P A K I A K  C O R P O R A T I O N  
O P P O S E S  S E N A T E  B I L L  3 6 , A N D ,

W H E R E A S , T H E  HOARD O F  D I R E C T O R S  0 !  TIM'  X N P A K I A K  C O R P O R A T I O N  
DO S U P P O R T  AND E N C O U R A G E : '  T i l l .  (. II I I I ' KEN I HA.T I I I F i  H AVE  AN 
Q U A 1. 1T Y E D U C A T I O N ,  A N I ) ,

W H E R E A S , T H E  A D V A N C E D  E D U C A T I O N  R E Q U I R E  S T A B ]  E F l I N D I N C  FOR 
A D V A N C E D  E D U C A T I O N  M A T E R I A L S  AT T H I S  C O M P U T O R  A C E , A N D ,

W H E R E A S ,  Wr T I I Ol F I  QUA 1.1 I’Y E DUCA I' I ON M A K K 1 AI.  S AND E O T  I P M E N T S  
WE KNOW OCR C H I L D R E N  W I L L  N O ‘I HE .* 1 A H L E AND HE i i E i l l N D  A'I 
T H I S  A D V A N C E D  E D U C A T I O N  P R O C E S S E S , A N D ,

W H E R E A S , T H E  E D U C A T I O N  I N  T H E  R U R A L  C O M M U N I T I E S  HAS  HAD AND 
I S  I M P R O V I N G  W I T H  Q U A L I T Y  E D U C A T I O N  M A T E R J A L S , A N D ,

W H E R E A S  , Ti l  I S C H A N G I N G  Wu RI . D M U S T *  A DA I 'I ’! u  M E E T  I  II E N E E D S  
OF A C H A N C I N G  S O C I E T Y  BY E F F E C T  I VI.  E D U C A  I I O N , AND ,

W H E R E A S  . O U R  C H I L D R E N  AND S T U D E N T S  A R E  OUR F U T U R E  L E A D E R S  I N 
T H I S  E V E R  C H A N G I N G  WORLD AND MUS T  HE S E L F  WORT HY ONL Y BY 
Q U A L I T Y  E D U C A T I O N .

NOWT I I E R E  F O R E  HE I T  R E S O L V E D ; THK.  HOAi . D i U  DI  R E C T O R S  •*F Ti l l
N A P A K I A K  C O R P O R A T I O N  O P P O S E S  S i s -  36 * U R  T H E  R E A S O N : .  S T  A I ED
AND R E Q U E S T S  T H E  H I L L  NOT HE P A S S E D , A N D ,

HE I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D , I F  T H E  B I L L  P A S S E S , W E  W I L L  HAVE  W I T ­
N E S S E D  T H E  S T R A T E G Y  E F F E C T ,  E A C H  I  ND IV 1 DU AL  , F AM I. L L E S  , C OMMUN­
I T I E S  AND O R G A N T Z A R I O N S  WORK AND E F F O R T  T H E Y  HAD FOR A GOOD
E U U C A T I  UN FOR O U R  C H I L D R E N S  , T HE Y AR E  ' > N li OF  T H E  F U N D A M E N T A L
R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S  O F  T H E  S O C I E T Y .r,
! v*> ! 1\..A  W  1 '1 t  I V-—— ______________________ t '

C A R L  M O T G I N  , P R E S I D E N T  D A T E

C O P Y  A T T A C H E D  AND S E N D  T O T H E  K O L L O ; . ' ! Nl .
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Members of the House Finance Committee and 
TO all other Members of the Senate and House.

U1 am a child and 1 live in Rural Alaska, I attend my school every day, even though T have to walk three 
miles to and from school. 1 cany my sack luiich, so 1 will not gel hungry during the day. i even have to 
dress very warri, because the}' now have to lieat the school with a wood stove. My tcacltcr said even 
though we are no longer a modem school, it is still necessary to learn how to read and write. I wish I 
could move to Fairbanks, or Anchorage so 1 could go to school there, at least I wouldn’t have to walk and I 
could have new books to read. Kids in the city are so lucky, ihcy get so much new slufT, like computers 
and a swimming pool," l ’il never live in a village when I grow up. I don't care.

Can you imagine this is what our children are drinking. 1 remember the days when I did walk to school 
everyday and 1 did cany my lunch and our school was heated by a wood stove, i never in my wildest 
dreams thought we would have to go back to (he “ Abe Lincoln Days”. It's crazy to know that even though 
our State has so much wealth and that more oflcn than not it comes from our back yards that we still cannot 
educate our children with fairness and equity. Come to your senses before you make the situation turn into 
something that really separates the people. Subsistence is bad enough. Thank you for your time and 1 
really pray during this Easter Week that you would liave a clear conscience when you vote ou this issue.

/■^Julic M. Roberts 
L ^  Mother of Three Boys In 

Tanana, Alaska
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DATE: April 9, 1998

TO: HOUSE COMMITTEE
HESS /  HEALTH EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES.

FROM: JOSEPH CHIMEGALREA, PRESIDENT.

REGARDING: SENATE BILL NO. 36.

SENATE BILL NO. 36 RECENTLY PASSED THE SENATE AND IS CURRENTLY 
IN THE HOUSE (HEALTH EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES) 
COMMITTEE.

THE PROPOSED NEW SCHOOL FOUNDATION FORMULA , BUDGET CUTS IS 
A NEGATIVE IDEA FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS, INSTEAD (INCREASE) MORE 
MONEY SHOULD BE PUT IN THE EDUCATION BUDGET.

THE ATTACHED RESOLUTION NO. 98-2 CLARIFIES OUR POSITON AND 
THIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT ISSUE THAT WILL DEMOTE OUR SCHOOL 
SYSTEM AND OUR STUDENTS IF THE BILL PASSES.

IT HAS BEEN OUR OBJECTIVE, PARENTS, PARENT COUNCIL, ALASKA 
ONWARD TOWARD EXCELLENCE (AOTE), ASB BOARD, MUNICIPAL 
(STATE CHARTER), TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS JOINTLY AND OVER MANY 
YEARS CAME TO CONSENSUS TO PROMOTE THAT OUR CHILDREN 
RECEIVE THE HIGHEST QUALITY EDUCATION POSSIBLE. THIS IS 
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT AND IMPERATIVE TO PROVIDE MODERN 
MATERIAL.

WE LOVE OUR CHILDREN AND EDUCATION IS THE ONLY TOOL WE CAN 
PROVIDE THEM WITH FOR THEIR FUTURE SECURTTY AND WELFARE. WE 
FEEL EDUCATION ENHANCE STRONGER AND EFFECTIVE LEADERS, CARE 
TAKERS FOR TOMORROW

WE SINCERELY AND STRONGLY URGE YOU VOTE DOWN ALASKA SENATE 
BILL NO. 36.

SINCERELY,

JOSEPH CHIMEGALREA, PRESIDENT NAPAKIAK CORPORATION.

ENCLOSURE: RESOLUTION NO. 98-2

CC: FILE
(SEE ATTACHED COPY).

P . O l



A p r - 0 9 - 9 8  0 3 : 3 8 P  N A P A K I A K  C O R P P .  0 2

- A < f .  t  ( / ■ - / (

P .O . box > o ’ jO
AH ak i ak . Alaska 996JA 

1907) 589-2227
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WHE RE AS, THE BOARD OF DI RECTORS OK T l i l .  N A P A K I A K  CORPORATI ON 
OPPOSES SENATE B l i . J .  3 6 , AND,

v, ii i ; k i :a s  , 'i ii i. h o a r d  o k  »> i k j :« f o r .-' o r  t i >* n o g u  i a i . < i *:; f o r a r i o n  
d o  s i ’ p P o K i  , , m ) » .N( cn: : : . \ (  n n .  u i i i i -k k s  i e . -t  i hi  : h a v e  a n

i . )UA1.1.TV EDL’ CA J ION , AND,

WH E R E A S , T H E  ADVANCED EDUCAT I ON R E Q U I R E  S T A f i l  E FUNDI  NO FOR 
ADVANCED E D U C A T I O N  M A T E R I A L S  AT T H I S  CUMPUTOR A C E , A N D ,

■v i iEKi ^AS, i; n / i i j i ;  t o r . \ ; . i n  k d l ' c a  r  i o n  i i . r i a i s  , n h  f o i  i ; n i >
WE KNOW ' i i  |< Oi l  11.1) REN Vv*! 1.1 I III . - - lABl . i :  A Cl '  HI- hi . I 11ND A‘I 
T H I S  ADVANCED ED U C A T I ON  P R O C E S S E S , A N D ,

WH E RE A S , T HE  E D U C A T I O N  I N  THE RURAL C O M M U N I T I E S  HAS HAD AND 
I S  I M P R O V I N G  WI T H  Q U A L I T Y  E D U C A T I O N  MATER I AI .S , AND ,

l -. 'UKKEAS , I I I  I S CHANG 1 Ni WoRi .D ML S T *  AD. i '! !> ; • * 1; ' i l l !  M ' F O S
o l  A CHAN'  | Kc, SOCI ETY Hi  I . M l . C / I V .  C D - I  A 1 I I I . ' . ,  \N,.  ,

l . H E R E A S . O U R  C H I L D R E N  AND STUDENTS AK:  OUR FUTURE I . I A D E R S  IN
T H I S  EVER CHANGI NG WORLD AND MUST l :E SELF WORTHY ONLY BY 
Q U A L I T Y  E D U C A T I O N .

NoW'JTI EH E I ' o r k  U] '  1 KKSOl . V E l i ; 'i H I" I k i A i H  » 1 n J K I i  FuR -■ I Fi l l  
N A P A K I A K  h J i  POR \  11 UN OPPOSE:- '  I . -  Jo i THJ I: I*.*. •• ■ . i . M E i i
AND REQUESTS I HE  B I L L  NOT BE P A S S E D ,  A ND,

BE I T  FURTHER R E S O L V E D , I F  THE B I L L  P A S S E S , W L  WIJ. I  HAVE W I T ­
NESSED THE STRATEGY E F F E C T , E A C H  LND I V I  DUAL , FAM11.1 ES , COMMUN­
I T I E S  AND ORGANT 7.AR IONS WORK AND F.FI ORT THEY HAD FOR A GOOD 
E D U C A T I O N  FOR OUR Cl l  I I. DRUMS , THEY A k !  “ Mi r l  I II £ I U ND A.MLNYAI.  
R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S  OF THE -.DC ! E !"• .

CARL Mi)TG I  N , P R E S I D E N T  j j aTE

c.OPY A T T  AC. I l l l i  AND SEND To  r i l l -  I 'OJ. i .O. I Ac. :
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' I t n C ,  -- r  M
M em bers o f  th e  H ouse Finance Com m ittee and 
T O  all o th e r M em bers o f the Senate and House,

"1 am  a  ch ild  and I live in R ural Alaska. I a ttend  m y school every day, even though I have to w alk  three 
m iles to an d  from  school. 1 c a n y  m y sack lunch, so I w ill not get hungry during the day. 1 even lw vc to 
d ress  very w nini, because they now  have to heat the  school w ith  a  wood stove. M y teacher snid even 
th o u g h  w e  arc  no  longer a m odem  school, it is  still necessary to  leam  how  to rea d  and  w rite. 1 w ish  I 
co u ld  m o ve to Fairbanks, o r  A nchorage so I co u ld  go  to  school there, at least I w o u ldn ’t have to  w alk an d  I 
co u ld  have new  books to read. K ids in  the city arc  so lucky, they  get so much new  stuIT, like  com puters 
an d  n sw im m ing  pool,” I ’ll never live in n village w hen i  grow  up . 1 d o n 't care.

C an  3’ou im agine th is is w hat our children are thinking. 1 rem em ber the days w hen I d id  w alk  to school 
ev eryday  an d  I d id carry  my lunch and  our school w as heated by a w ood stove. I never in  m y w ildest 
d ream s tho ugh t w e w ould have to go b ack  to the  “ A be L incoln  D ays” . It’s crazy to know  tha t even though 
ou r S tate  has so m uch wealth and  that m ore often than  no t it com es from  ou r back yards tha t w e slill cannot 
ed ucate ou r ch ildren  w ith  fairness and equity. C om e to  y o u r senses before you m ake the situation turn  into 
so m eth in g  tliat rea lly  separates the people. Subsistence is bad enough. Thank you fo r y o u r tim e and I 
really  pray du ring  th is  E aster W eek that you w ould  have a  clear conscience w hen you vo te on tliis issue.

/ ' ' 'T K i l i e  m . R oberts
(—  M o th er o f  T hree B oys in  

Tunana, A laska

•pi$T£i&U'T£D #>1 
REPRESENTATIVE IRENE MICHOLIA



PJ5>frt/0U*r£D0V 
REPRESENTATIVE IRENE NICHOLlA

Andy Durny 
Box 90
NuJalo AK 99765

Representative Con Bunde
House Education and Social Services Committee
State Capitol
Juneau AK 99801

April 1, 1998

RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Representative Bunde,

I am writing to express my views on Senate Bill 36 regarding the redistribution o f 
funds for education. 1 would like my letter to be included in the record o f public 
testimony.

I have lived in "Nulato since 1971.1 have 3 daughters in the local school here.
I was on the local Community School Cojnmitfce from the mid ] 970’s to early 90’s 
and am currently on the CSC again.

1 am opposed to Senate Bill 36. i believe this bill tries to reduce the problem o f 
education funding to a very simplistic and unfair formula. Furthermore, I believe that 
Senate Bill 36 is a very divisive piece o f proposed legislation which intentionally 
pits urban and rural residents against one another.

T have listened to public testimony in a previous teleconference on Senate Bill 36.
I have discussed this bill with urban and rural residents, and 1 have read numerous 
articles and letters regarding this proposed legislation. 1 do not believe that the people 
o f Alaska support this bill. Over and over, people are telling the legislators that the 
solution to  our education funding problem is to provide more money for education.
For more than 10 years, there has been no increase in education funding, despite increases 
in enrollment and costs.

I believe that one o f the functions o f government is to  provide adequate public 
education. Alaska has a diverse population, living in very diverse locations and 
conditions, and with very diverse needs. It does an injustice to all the hard-working 
people o f  Alaska to base education funding on an overly-simplified formula and on 
misconceptions, especially misconceptions which state o r imply that rural schools 
are not contributing to education and are taking money unfairly from urban schools.
Even worse, the proposed Senate Bill 36 does an injustice to  the students o f Alaska, 
the young people who are supposed to be our future leaders.

Post-It''bran d  fax transm itta l m em o 7671 *otpages ► X
16 A A i A.) 1 i«i
Co. ' Co. !  /
D*pt. Phono *

FaMV ? ~ W J - A / ' T /



Educators in urban and rural schools alike say that more funding is needed for our 
schools. Yet, the legislature is unwilling to provide such funding, instead criticizing 
our schools, and blaming one section o f the population for taking more than it’s share. 
How can we deny funding for education when we can pay over 51,000.00 to every 
man. woman and child who has been a resident for 9 months? Why can’t v.e put a 
cap on the permanent fund and place the balance into an education endowment? Or 
why can’t we have a statewide school tax, or sales tax, or state income tax?

Rural residents are “accused” o f not contributing their “fair share”; what about 
the thousands o f  dollars our community contributes to school and student activities 
each year through local fund-raisers? Wc may not have a property tax, but it doesn’t 
mean we arc parasites cither. And what about all the out-of -state seasonal workers 
who come to Alaska every year and take money out o f the stale without putting 
anything back in? What about all the urban engineers, contractors, equipment operators, 
plumbers, electricians, and laborer' who come out to rural Alaska each summer to 
to  woTk on rural projects - genei illy at much higher rates o f  pay than the local workers 
and generally with all living expe jsc s  paid -  and then leave at the end c  f  the project 
without “paying their fair share” to the local economy?

The schools, the economy, the population, the politics and the needs o f  Alaskans 
differ greatly from one part o f the state to another. I t’s wrong to think that our schools 
and our students can be reduced to single common denominator that fits the notions o f  
people who have never even lived in the remote and rural areas. Certainly, there is a vast 
difference between the school facilities provided to most rural students and those 
provided to most urban students. It is unfair and wrong for the majority to ignore or 
overlook the needs o f the minority, no matter what the motivation.

1 realize that we need to reduce state spending, and that we need to improve 
our schools; on the other hand, 1 believe that the proposals set forth in Senate Dill 
36 are the wrong way to reduce spending or to make improvements. SB36 is based 
on incomplete information, on preconceived notions, and on a biased report (the 
McDowell study): it is a bad bill and should not be passed. The State o f  Alaska has 
the resources to provide adequate and quality education to all students: we can come up 
with a better solution than SB36.

Thank you for your consideration.

cc. Rep. Irene Nicholia
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D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,
T’m  w r i t in g  to  y o u  a b o u t  s ta te  b ill 3 6  a n d  I d o n 't  th in k  th a t 's  a  g o o d  id e a  

b e c a u s e  s o m e  o r  a lo t o f  p e o p le  d o n 't  h a v e  e n o u g h  m o n e y  to  m o v e  in to  th e  o ily  
a n d  i f  th e y  d o n ’t g e t  a g o o d  e d u c a t io n  (h e y  w e ll  tu rn  o u t  h a n g in g  a r o u n d  w i th  
n o th in g  to  d o  t r y in g  to  g e l jo b  b u t  m o s t j o b s , y o u  n e e d  a t le a s t a r e g u la r  
s c h o o l  e d u c a t io n

Jesse Darling
grade 8/Andrew K. Demoski school



A p ril 1 ,1 9 9 8
D ear Irene N icholia ,

I am  a 8th  g rad e  s tu d e n t here a t A.K.D. School in N u la to . I am  w riting  to 
s h a re  m y th o u g h ts  an d  concerns of th e  SB 32 bill a n d  of getting  a h o t lu nch  
p ro g ra m  h ere  at A.K.D.

I am  totally  a g a in s t th e  SB 32 bill. A.K.D. is the b igg est school in  the d is tric t 
a n d  h a s  the  least a m o u n t of m oney . W e n eed  m oney  to  do  th ings like ex tra  
c u rr ic u la r  activ ities.

I th in k  th a t th e re  sh o u ld  be a  h o t lunch  p ro g ram  h e re  at the school becau se  
so m e  k id s  com e to school h u n g ry  an d  Have no lunch . T hat's also  a  concern .

O u r co m m u nity  h a d  to  raise m on ey  for o u r jr.h igh  and  h igh  school 
b ask e tb a ll team s to trav e l to o th e r  v illages and  co m p ete  in to u rn am en ts . W e 
a lso  d id n 't  h ave  an y  field  trip s th is school y ear d u e  to n o  m oney . In 
A n cho rage  an d  in  F a irb ank s th e re  a re  a lo t m ore  sp o rts  p rog ram s. All w e d o  
d o w n  h ere  is p lay  basketball. If the SB 32 bill ju s  p assed , w e p ro b ab ly  w o n 't 
h av e  an y  spo rts  p ro g ra m s. A n d  d u r in g  the w hole  y ear wt (jr.high s tu d en ts)  
w ere  d o in g  the sam e w o rk  as the h ig h  school s tu d en ts; try ing  h a rd  to keep  up  
a g o o d  g p-a. to p lay  basketball. P lease voice o u r concerns. T hnank  you  for 
y o u r  tim e.



Dear Gov. Tony Knowles

1 am a 8th  g rad e  s tu d en t at A K D  school in N u la to . 1 am  a g a in s t the 
S B 3 6  bill cause  its h a rd  enough  fo r  us to  gel fu n d in g  from  a re  d is tr ic t n ow  
y o u r tak ing  it aw ay  F ro m  us fo r  so m e o th e r schoo l. .So y o u r k id s  can  g e t a 
b e lte r  ed u ca tio n . T h e  k ids  in A n cho rage  can  go to  M cd o n a ld s  o r  P iz z a  h u t 
o r  they  can  slay  in sch o o l and  get a h o t lunch . H ere  w e d o n 't g e t to d o  th a t 
k in d  o f  s tu ff  we d o n 't  ev en  have a ho t lunch  p ro g ram . In m y c lass  w e h a v e  
to  share  books and o th e r  s tu f f  like  C o m p u te rs  w e o n ly  h av e  fo u r  c o lo re d  
c o m p u te rs  the o th e rs  d o n 't  h av e  c o lo r  o u r  the in te rn e t.

/ H D  S c h o o l
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O u r sc h o o l h a s  m> m one:yJ ^ h £ e “ b o i sN u la to . A la sk a  a n d

s c h o o ls  and  th e ir  "students. -  y  n 0 l e v e n  n a w  — ....
they ra k e  aw ay  more rnoney r y  money tp buy te x tb o o k s .

^ ■ r r s * ^ »-»> ° f  °\studentito share books or make copies. Our copy machines are always
b re a k in g  d o w n . AVe h av e  to  w a it  fo r  a b o u t a  w e e k  to  g e l th e  r ig h t 
s u p p lie s  to  f ix  th e m . W e a re  ru n n in g  o u t o f  p a p e r , w e  h a v e  no  a r t 
s u p p lie s , and  w c h a v e  n o  m o n e y . S c h o o ls  in  A n c h o ra g e  a n d  
F a irb a n k s  h a v e  a ll th a t s tu f f , a n d  m o re . T h e y  h a v e  f o o tb a l l ,  h o c k e y , 
a r t  c la s s e s , p h o to g ra p h y  c la s s e s ,  a n d  w e d o n 't  h a v e  a n y  o f  th a t  s tu f f .  
W e  d o n 't  e v e n  h a v e  a h o t lu n c h  p ro g ra m . W e c a n 't  d r in v e  a n y w h e re  
lo r  f ie ld  tr ip s , w c  h a v e  to  tra v e l by  a irp la n e . W e d o n ’t h a v e  e n o u g h  
c la s s e s  an d  te a c h e r s  to  te a c h  a ll o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  h e re .

I th in k  th a t th e y  s h o u ld n 't  be ta k in g  a n y  m o n e y  f ro m  us 
b e c a u s e  th e y  w o u ld  b e  p u t t in g  us in  w o rse  c o n d it io n  th a n  w e a lr e a d y
a r c .

S in c e r e ly ,

A m y  D u rn y

UMW\
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P O S T A G E  P A ! !

M a r c h  2 7 ,  1 9 9 8

Representative Mark Hanley 
State Capitol Rm 507 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley;

My wife and I are writing to you in regards to SB36. It is our understanding 
that this bill would take money away from rural school districts and give it to 
urban school districts. We believe that this is very wrong and pray that this 
does not happen. We have three children just starting school and we want 
them to have eveiy opprotunity to have a decent eduction, so they can grow 
up to be productive citizens. Cutting funding to our school district would 
mean our children would never have such opprotunities. Please vote NO to 
SB36. It is very important that our children have a chance in life.

Sincerely,

Brad & Marie Gray 
Unalakleet, Alaska
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DATE: April 9, 1998

TO: HOUSE COMMITTEE
HESS /  HEALTH EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES.

FROM: JOSEPH CHIMEGALREA, PRESIDENT.

REGARDING: SENATE BILL NO. 36.

SENATE BILL NO 36 RECENTLY PASSED THE SENATE AND IS CURRENTLY 
IN THE HOUSE (HEALTH EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES) 
COMMITTEE.

THE PROPOSED NEW SCHOOL FOUNDATION FORMULA , BUDGET CUTS IS 
A NEGATIVE IDEA FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS, INSTEAD (INCREASE) MORE 
MONEY SHOULD BE PUT IN THE EDUCATION BUDGET.

THE ATTACHED RESOLUTION NO. 98-2 CLARIFIES OUR POSITION AND 
THIS IS AVERY IMPORTANT ISSUE THAT WILL DEMOTE OUR SCHOOL 
SYSTEM AND OUR STUDENTS IF THE BILL PASSES.

IT HAS BEEN OUR OBJECTIVE, PARENTS, PARENT COUNCIL, ALASKA 
ONWARD TOWARD EXCELLENCE (AOTE), ASB BOARD, MUNICIPAL 
(STATE CHARTER), TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS JOINTLY AND OVER MANY 
YEARS CAME TO CONSENSUS TO PROMOTE THAT OUR CHILDREN 
RECEIVE THE HIGHEST QUALITY EDUCATION POSSIBLE. THIS IS 
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT AND IMPERATIVE TO PROVIDE MODERN 
MATERIAL.

WE LOVE OUR CHILDREN AND EDUCATION IS THE ONLY TOOL WE CAN 
PROVIDE THEM WITH FOR THEIR FUTURE SECURITY AND WELFARE. WE 
FEEL EDUCATION ENHANCE STRONGER AND EFFECTIVE LEADERS, CARE 
TAKERS FOR TOMORROW.

WE SINCERELY AND STRONGLY URGE YOU VOTE DOWN ALASKA SENATE 
BILL NO. 36.

SINCERELY,

JOSEPH CHIMEGALREA, PRESIDENT NAPAKIAK CORPORATION.

ENCLOSURE: RESOLUTION NO. 98-2

CC- FILE
(SEE ATTACHED COPY).



A p r - 0 9 - 9 8  Q 2 : 4 6 P  N A P A K I A K  C O R P P  . 0 2
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!' . 0 BOX MOJO 
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1907) 589-2227

aI :S() | .L: T I l ‘ N 'IP -
n| '  I 'OS 1 ’I 1 UN 10 S B -  ‘Jj , r UN i )  I Mo CUTS i o  .URAL S U l O O l .  D I S T K I C I S

WHEREAS , THE BOARD OF D I R E C T O R S  OF I I ; !  N A P A K. J A V CORPORA! ’ ION 
OPPOSES SENATE B I I . I .  36,  AND,

WHEREAS , I i l l  BOARD OK U I l< l.( T "  I: S Oi  I'PI N M ' A K . A L  O'. >i, I •OKA I I ON 
IKI SUP I 'OK I .-.Ni) KN l OU !;A< I :  ' ' I I I  < I ! ; ! . 'REN IT!. ' . '  , : i l :  HAVE AN
i) UAL 1 TV i: DU CAT LON , AND ,

WHEREAS, THE ADVANCED E D U C A T I O N  REQUI RE  STAEJ E EIINI.i  I Ni l  I’ OR 
ADVANCED E D U C A T I O N  M A T E R I A L S  AT T H I S  COMPUTOR A C E , A N D ,

WHEREAS , W I !  l lul . 'T o l ' A l . i n  EIH.CA I ' 1 ON N ' i El :  I A I - YNC f i n  I P M F N l S  
WE KNOW. o> i< C H I L D R E N  W I L L  No i BE 1ABI .E A N ! '  A !  Hr II I NI )  A I 
P H I S  ADVANCED E D U C A T I O N  P R O C E S S E S , A N D ,

WH E RE AS , T HE E D U C A T I O N  I N  THE RURAL C O M M U N I T I E S  HAS HAD AND 
TS I MPR OV I N G W I T H  Q U A L I T Y  EDUCAT I ON MATER 1 Al .S , AND ,

W i! EKEAS , ' !  II I S CHANGI NG i voKl .D ST*  AO.'. I ! i  >! ' 'E!  ' I I I !  NEEDS 
ol- A CHAM'  I SO CI ET Y  B> l . 'M-Ti . T I V I.’ Ih  I A  1 I ON . AND ,

1. Ii ER H A S , OU R C H I L D R E N  AND STUDENTS Al i i  OUR l - l ' TFRI*  L EADERS IN 
T H I S  EVER CHA NCI NG WORLD AND MUST I: E SELF WORTHY ONLY BY 
Q U A L I T Y  E D U C A T I O N .

N*»WI H E R E F l . u r  III- | 3 RE Si '  |,V K D ; IH I' i i OA: . i '  i d  '!■■:! i I" ; .- - .  .• n i l .
N A P A K I A K  i. OR PO R AT L o .\ Ol ’ I ' u •!!’ ;- S B -  30 ■'.•>< M i l  KLA. i d * , . .  S' :  A I ED
AND K E Q L E s r s  THE B I L L  NO'I BE P A S S E D , A N D ,

BE I T  FURTHER R E S O L V E D , T F  THE B I L L  PASS ES, WE WI  L I  HAVE W I T ­
NESSED THE STRATEGY E F F E C T , E A C H  I N D  I V 1 D U A L , F A M I L I E S , COMMUN­
I T I E S  AND ORGAN I  EAR LON S WORK AND EFFORT THEY HAD FOR A GOOD
EDUCAT I ON FOR OUR C.'l I I.DRE.NS , THEY AK!  ONE o l  MI L  UN DA MENTAL
R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S  OF THE S O C I E l ’: .

 ------------------------ a' 3  c/ £ '
c  ARL m\ ) T G I n 7 P  R E D D E N  T i t  A T l f

COPY ATTACHED AND s E N|.) TO I i l l  F u L t . u :  1 NG :
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=• qi Tuesday, April 07, 1998 5:02:34 PM
Unsenv Urgent M essage

From: f  Margie Jackson

Subject;  SB-36

To: } R epresentative Mark Hanley@ legis.state.ak.us,Internet
I. R epresentative Terry M artin@ legis.stats.ak.us,Internet 
j  R epresentative Gary Davis@ legis.state.ak.us,Internet 
jp representative brian porter@ legis.state.ak.us,Internet 
I  R epresentative Joe Green@ legis.state.ak.us,Internet

Cc:

I have had to gather my thoughts on this SB-36 and cam e up with these:

I graduated  from Kwcthluk Com m unity  School, a village located 20 miles o u ts ide  of 
Bethel and  upon  my em ploym ent with the Lower Kuskokwim School District had  no 
idea h ow  a School District was run. In my eight years of working at LKSD I have 
learned and  grown a lot. I have also seen a lot. At the  time of my graduation in 1988, 
w e have been  having p roblem s with our school water. The Kwethluk School w ater  is 
considered  "fit for drinking" at the  moment, but I w ouldn 't  allow my ow n children  to 
drink it as it w asn 't  a llow ed  w h en  I was in school. Yes, I am  skeptic''! an d  do  not trust 
it. W o u ld  you?

There are m any schools in our  District that arc  having problems with their school 
water, do  the Anchorage schools have this problem? W hy hasn’t our District perfected 
them?

It saddens m e that these  "urban" people  have to  fight over the m oney  with the "rural" 
p eo p le  and  w hy a r e n ’t the "rural” administrators suggestions good enough  for the 
legislators? Is it because  they d id  not think of them or because they are so resentful of 
the  administrators w h o  work for the rural School Districts? I understand the 
administrators do  m ake a lot of m oney  in our Districts and yes I think som e of the 
positions are RIDICULOUSLY overpaid, these things the legislators should review  and 
investigate. These cut-backs should  be m ade against the administration, but no) to our 
students!!

It has been  said over and over again that it is easier for Anchorage and  Fairbanks 
schools to get from o n e  destination to another and  I agree. O u r s tudents have  to FLY to 
get to their com petitions and  if this bill passes, this will eventually d iscontinue; 
therefore, taking our students back to the (dare I say) stone age. They will fall m ore  
behind  in current events and  will hurt their future. Recently at our District 1A 
Basketball Tournam ent, a group o f  students cam e from the coast with T O O D  STAMPS 
as their spending  m oney. This m ade me so angry, that our students had to co m e  with 
food stamps and  1 -p  to be  talked about in that w ay and had to be pitied. In this day 
and age  with welv . reform and  now  with this Senate Bill 36, what are our  p eo p le  
supposed  to do? Basically this bill tells our "rural" students that the legislators tin not 
support them  and they arc expected  to fail!!

I also was in Kodiak chaperon ing  students to the Spring Association of Alaska School 
G overnm ents  Conference and  reviewed the school. I was angered at the w ealth  of
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their school and  resented the  fact that our own students are not allow ed that type of 
luxury. The Kodiak School has two schools entwined into o n e  building, being the High 
School and the Middle School. The school has an Olympic size sw im m ing pool, an 
auditorium, and  each  school has their own GYM and com m ons area; w hereas , som e of 
our schools do  not even have a GYM and they have never heard of a co m m o n s  area! 
W here arc all ou r  advantages?? W here  has all our m oney  gone??

Yes, the foundation formula needs to be revised, but m ore investigation should  b e  clone 
before they  pass the bill. The Anchorage School District has more students than the 
majority of our schools, so in that sense the formula is fair. And the school books need 
to be updated  for both rural and  urban schools.

Again, it is my suggestion that the  administrations salaries be  investigated a n d  revised. 
The Personnel D epartm ent of each School District needs to be investigated, especially  
that of the Lower Kuskokwim School District. And the position specifications of each 
School District should be passed by DOE before they are passed in the  District. That is 
w here  all our s tudents m onies are going. O ur own T echno’ gy Director w h o  has a 
teaching degree makes well over $80,000 per year. O u r  o w  i Plant Facilities Director 
w h o  only has an AA degree  (the postion requires a BA degree) makes over $05 ,0 0 0  per 
year. O ur ow n Business M anager who does not even have any kind o f degree  makes 
over $63 ,000  per year. These are all unfair and prejudiced against our  students. 
Teachers are hired to do  one  thing and that is to teach, they should no t be  a llow ed  to 
b eco m e part of an administration team unless they have the  degree to back them selves 
up. Afterall, w o w o u ld n 't  let a m echanic  becom e a doctor because he can  "fix" things. 
O r  am I wrong??

Thank you for your time and h op e  my thoughts m ade sense to you. G o o d  Luck on 
y/ ur success to override Senate Bill 36.



ELAINE M. LANDON 
3747 L in n aea  W ay 

Fairbanks, AK 99701

A p r i l  3 ,  1 9 9 8

H o n o ra b le  A laska S e n a to rs  
& H ouse m e m b e rs ,

I a m  writing re g a rd in g  S3 36. It is n o t a  bill I su p p o rt, d e s p ite  th e  f a c t  th a t  I a m  a  20 
ye  '.r F airbanks re s id e n t a n d  k no w  o u r sch o o ls  n e e d  m o re  fu n d in g . The fun d ing  
form ula p ro p o s e d  in SB 36 is tre m en d o u s ly  unjust to  o u r rural sch o o ls .

It is a n  o versim p lifica tion  to  a s s u m e  th a t  sch o o l fun d ing  sh o u ld  b e  b a s e d  o n  th e  
p e r c e n t a g e  o r n u m b e r  of s tu d e n ts  a lo n e . Fairbanks a n d  A n c h o r a g e  en jo y  a  la rg e  
e c o n o m y  o f s c a le  b e n e f i t  in the ir o p e ra tin g  a n d  m a in te n a n c e  c o s ts  c o m p a r e d  to  
rural sch o o ls . The n e w  fo rm u la  d o e s  n o t re c o g n iz e  th e s e  fa c to rs .

As citizens o f A laska, w e  a r e  re sp o n sib le  to  p ro v id e  q ua lity  e d u c a t io n  for all s tu d e n ts . 
It is unrealis tic  to  e x p e c t  tru e  e d u c a t io n  to  o c c u r  w h e n  sch o o l build ings a r e  falling 
a p a r t ,  w h e n  th e  b o o k s  a r e  o ld , a n d  w h e n  th e  s tu d e n t / t e a c h e r  ra tio  is o u t of 
b a la n c e .  The n e w  fo rm ula  virtually g u a r a n te e s  su c h  p ro b le m s  for rural sch o o ls . I. 
c o sts  m o n e y  to  p ro v id e  a  g o o d  e d u c a t io n  for our s tu d e n t  citizens. A nd  yes, th e  c o s t 
of e d u c a t in g  th o s e  in th e  rural a r e a s  is h igher. But w e  h a v e  a n  o b lig a tio n  to  p ro v id e  
a  q ua lity  e d u c a t io n  for all s tu d e n ts , n o t just th o s e  in F airbanks a n d  A n c h o ra g e .

A n y o n e  w ith a  g o o d  e d u c a t io n  know s th a t  n u m b e rs  c a n  b e  easily  m a n ip u la te d  to  
p ro v id e  justifica tion  for m a n y  positions a n d  n e e d s . W hen  th e  M cD ow ell S tudy  d id  n o t 
c o n s id e r  h ig h e r  o p e ra t in g  c o s ts  for rural schools, or th e  g r e a te r  e c o n o m y  o f s c a le  
e x p e r ie n c e d  b y  u rb a n  sch o o ls , it d id  n o t look a t  th e  w h o le  e d u c a t io n a l  p ic tu re . A nd 
w ith o u t look ing  a t  th e  w h o le  p ic tu re , e .g ., th e  tru e  c o s t  of e d u c a t io n ,  th e  p ro p o s e d  
fun d ing  fo rm ula  is sim ply a  m a n ip u la tio n  of figures to  justify a  self-serving id e a .

SB 36 d o e s  n o t b e n e f it th e  s ta te  overall in th e  lo ng  run. W hile it m a y  p ro v id e  b e t te r  
fun d ing  for u rb a n  sch o o ls  in th e  short run, for th e  long  h au l, it will c o s t  us m o re . As 
rural e d u c a t io n a l  q u a lity  d e c lin e s , th e re  will b e  fe w e r A laskans qualify ing  for g o o d  
jobs, m o re  p e o p le  u n e m p lo y e d , h ig h e r ra te s  of c rim e, e tc . ,  e tc . ,  e tc .

It d o e s n ’t ta k e  a  ro c k e t sc ien tis t to  know  th a t  th e  SB 36 sc h o o l fu n d in g  form ula is n o t 
fair o r just. I u rg e  y o u  to  d o  w h a t  is right for A laska a n d  n o t just for th e  u rb a n  districts. 
P lea se  v o te  a g a in s t  SB 36.

Sincerely,
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R U S H  T O : M ark  H a n le y , H o u s e  o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

FAX: 1 -9 0 7 -4 6 5 -2 4 1 8

F R O M : J o h n  A. R u s y n ia k

P A G E S  (IN C L U D IN G  T H IS  C O V E R ): 1

u rg e  y o u  to  v o te  a g a in s t  S B -3 6 . R u ra l s c h o o ls  n e e d  to  
o p e r a te  a ls o . A s  a  b u s in e s s  p e r s o n ,  I k n o w  it t a k e s  m o re  to  d o  
b u s in e s s  in ru ra l a r e a s .  W e  w o u ld n 't  w a n t  to  b e  f u n d e d  a t  
N Y C  c o s t s  w o u ld  w e ?  W e  all c h o o s e  to  live in A la s k a  fo r a  
g o o d  r e a s o n .  P l e a s e  V o te  A G A IN S T  S B - 3 6

Thursday, April 9 .1998



Representative Mark Hanley 
Room 507 , Alaska State Legislator 
State Capitol (MS3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 _

P/f ° o  iSqaMina Eningowuk 
P.O. Box 72008 
Shishmaref Alaska 99772

Dear Rep. Hanley :

I am writing in response to the SB 36. I think that passing the SB 36 
would have a negative effect on rural villages of Alaska.
We would have to eliminate the extracurricular activities. I and others
don't want to see that happen to our village.

If SB 36 passes, then boarding schools would come back. The 
negative side to that is we would be sending our children to other places.
And they might not have a chance to learn our Native way of life. And I
wouldn't want that to happen.

Also, we would be taken away from our families and our 
communities. That is the worst thing that could happen. The future 
children might be raised in the urban cities and not know their Inupiat 
back ground or have knowledge of the surrounding area of Shishmaref.

School is pretty much the main flow of money here on the island. It 
would also take away many jobs. We would lose our Bilingual/ Bicultural 
class, and that's important. We learn a lot from that class, how people in 
the past hunted and preserved subsistence foods, stories about the past, 
and sewing and carving Eskimo crafts.

In closing I would urge you not to pass SB36.
Thank you!
Sincerely,

Mina Eningowuk 
Student at Shishmaref High School
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H o n o ra b le  H ouse o f R ep resen ta tiv e  M em b er 
J u n e a u , A lask a

D e a r  R ep resen ta tiv e ,

As th e  p r in c ip a l o f U n a lak lee t Schools in th e  B erin g  S tra i t  School D is tr ic t fo r  the 
p a s t tw o y e a rs  a n d  as th e  p rin c ip a l o f B rev ig  M ission  School fo r  six y ea rs , I am  very 
c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t th e  im p a c t  th a t  SB 36 w o u ld  h a v e  on th e  s tu d e n ts  in  o u r  
c la s s ro o m s , in  m y sch o o l, in  m y sch o o l d is t r ic t  a n d  in  r u r a l  sch o o l d is tr ic ts  
th ro u g h o u t the  state!

I u rg e  you  to  vote ag a in s t SB36 because I believe th a t th is  bill is in h e ren tly  u n fa ir  to 
s tu d e n ts  liv ing  in ru ra l  com m unities. A lth o u g h  I u n d e rs ta n d  w hy s ta te  leg isla to rs  
fro m  u rb a n  a re a s  w ould be looking  fo r w ays to  in c rease  fu n d in g  fo r  schools in th e ir  
p e rso n a l d is tr ic ts , I do n o t feel th a t they  sh o u ld  be try in g  to  ta k e  m oney aw ay  from  
s tu d e n ts  in  ru ra l ,  bush  a re a s  o f  A laska . T h e  school d is tr ic ts  in A lask a  need  m o re  
m oney  to  ed u ca te  the ch ild ren  an d  p re p a re  th em  fo r th e  second  m illennium !

S tu d e n ts  liv ing  in bush  A lask a  have u n iq u e  n eed s a n d  p ro b le m s  th a t  a re  no t the 
sam e  as fo r  those  s tu d e n ts  liv ing in la rg e r  m e tro p o lita n  a re a s . O u r  s tu d e n ts  a re  
im p ac ted  by liv ing in rem o te  villages w h ere  local In u p ia t  d ia lec ts  com plica te  the use 
o f s ta n d a r d  E n g lish  in re a d in g , w ritin g  a n d  o ra l c o m m u n ic a tio n  p ro fic ien c ies . 
T hese  s tu d e n ts  have to  s tru g g le  w ith the  effects o f d ru g  ad d ic tio n s, su b s tan ce  abuse, 
a lcoho l d epen den c ies , physical, em otion a l a n d  sexual ab u ses  th a t a re  co n s id e rab ly  
m o re  c o m p lica ted  to deal w ith  because serv ice  p ro v id e rs  a re  s im p ly  u n av a ilab le  o r  
n o n -ex is ten t. T h e  s ta te  o f A laska does n o t have en ou gh  m oney  to p ro v id e  ad eq u a te  
so c ia l se rv ic e s  fo r  p eop le  liv ing  in E sk im o  v illag es. A d d itio n a lly , th e  cost of 
p ro c u r in g  m a te ria ls , h irin g  qualified  ed u ca to rs , m a in ta in in g  b u ild in gs an d  facilities 
a n d  ju s t  feed ing  s tu d en ts  is astronom ica lly  expensive in bush  A laska .

T hese  s tu d e n ts  a re  d isad v an tag ed  in so very  m any  w ays th a t to tak e  fu r th e r  fund ing  
aw ay  fro m  these  s tu d en ts  is inexcusable. C h ild ren  sh o u ld  no t be ad verse ly  affected  
by b u d g e t cu ts  because they  c a n n o t vote o r  d e fen d  th em selv es fro m  ad u lts  try in g  
ig n o re  th e i r  needs a n d  ta k e  aw ay  e ssen tia l o p p o r tu n itie s  to  su cceed  in life an d  
becom e p ro d u c tiv e  m em b ers  o f o u r society.

R u ra l  a re a s  do no t have a tax base, b u t the  fed era l g o v e rn m en t p ro v ides Im p a c t Aid 
to  h e lp  r u r a l  school d is tr ic ts  eq u a lize  se rv ices  a n d  e d u c a tio n a l access to  th e ir  
s tu d e n ts . C u rre n tly  th e  s ta te  o f A lask a  tak es  a lm o st a ll (a p p ro x im a te ly  9 8 % ) of 
th ese  fe d e ra l m onies fo r  use in th e  g en e ra l b u d g e t. I f  th e  le g is la tu re  decides  to 
fo rm u la te  a  new  fun d ing  schem e fo r the s ta te  w hich  will only  ad v erse ly  im p ac t the 
ru ra l  v illages ,th en  the s ta te  shou ld  re lin q u ish  the  Im a p c t A id  fund ing!

P lease  h e lp  th e  ch ild ren  o f ru ra l  A laska  by d e fea tin g  SB 36. T hey  will a p p re c ia te  
y o u r  c o n c e rn  a b o u t th e ir  fu tu re . T hey  w a n t to lea rn  a n d  do well. Y o u r assis tance  
will b en e fit them  an d  all the  citizens o f o u r  sta te!

March 25, 1998

Sm cere ly , n  

M o n ica  D ick ens, P rin c ip a l
U n a la k lee t School, Box 130, U nalak leet, A K  99684
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P. 0. Box 240 
Unalakleet, AK 99684 
March 30, 1998

Representative Mark Hanley 
Room 2507
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 

Dear Representative Hanley:
Please vote NO on SB36. Reducing funding for rural schools affects our 
entire state in a negative manner. It is important for ALL of our state's 
children to receive a quality education, not just those living in the urban 
areas. Please remember that the cost of living is much higher in the Bush. 
Therefore, more (not less) funding is necessary in order for the educational 
opportunites of Bush students to be equal to those of urban students. It is 
unfathomable in this day and age for there to still be a "rob from the poor to 
give to the rich" mentality.
Many of our rural citizens have and are making valuable contributions to our 
state. We must continue quality educational programs so that ALL of our 
citizens can be productive members of society. Please do NOT support 
SB36. Thank you.

Sincerely,

John W. Davis, Jr.



M arch  2 5 , 1 9 98

Representative M ark Hanley 
Rm 507
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS3100) 
Juneau, A laska 99801-1182

Re: SB36

Dear Representatn e Mark:

Please vote NO  on SB 3 6 .1 am  a concerned parent living in Unalakleet, Alaska. Our children’s 
education is very important! W e are at a time when our students are showing better language and 
math scores and if  SB36 if  passed, it will only do damage to our children’s education and future.

Please consider our request!

Sincerely,

cc: Dave Bowling, BSSD Superintendent



P. O. Box 180 
Unalakleet, AK 99684 
March 30, 1998 %
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Representative Mark Hanley APR 0 6 1998
Room 507
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

y,

Dear Representative Hanley:

Please vote NO on SB36. Reducing funding for rural schools affects our 
entire state in a negative manner. It is important for ALL of our state's 
children to receive a quality education, not just those living in the urban 
areas. Please remember that the cost of living is much higher in the Bush. 
Therefore, more (not less) funding is necessary in order for the educational 
opportunites of Bush students to be equal to those of urban students. It is 
unfathomable in this day and age for there to still be a "rob from the poor to 
give to the rich" mentality.

■i
Many of our rural citizens have and are making valuable contributions to our 
state. We must continue quality educational programs so that ALL of our 
citizens can be productive members of society. Please do NOT support 
SB36. Thank you.

'  ' '  "  ISincerely,

Virginia Degnan, Ed.D.



LO W ER  YUKO N  SCHOOL D IST R IC T
P.O. Box 32089 

M o un ta in  V illage, A l.iska 99632 
Phone: (9 0 7 )5 9 1 -2 4 1 1  

Fax: (907) 591-2449
PAMELA S. VANWECHEL

Superintendent

Sf£H*o on^
March 30, 19^8

House of Representatives 
Juneau, Alaska AMR 3 0 iggg
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have worked these past two years in the Lower Yukon School District. As a long-time Alaskan 
Educator, I feel qualified to say that there are some problems in rural Alaska that need to be dealt with on 
a state-wide level. Quality' educational programs and appropriate sanitation and health issues should be 
given priority attention. When social problems, educational issues and health problems are not addressed 
in rural Alaska, there is a negilive impact on the entire state.

O f particular note, I ’ve observed the following. I would also appreciate your insight:

1.) Budget Crisis - A shortfall of funding, in any organization, brings out tire worst in some 
people and even causes chaos in some instances.. Scarcity causes some people to become greedy and to 
behave in unkind and uncharitable ways. In the Alaska Legislature, there is obviously a strong feeling 
that our resources arc becoming scarce. To some extent, that may be a concern, and we may need to 
prioritize. Do you think that it is possible for Alaskan Legislators to put the needs o f all Alaskan cluldren 
- our greatest resource - as a first priority ?

2.) Urban & Rural Rivalry * There is a low level of tolerance, and much misunderstanding 
between urban and rural legislators. This lack of tolerance and lack of compassion, on both sides, has 
created an unhealthy split among Alaskan legislators and also among some Alaskan citizens. I have lived 
in the cities o f Alaska, and I have lived in Bush Alaska. There are good people tliroughout Alaska, 
Alaskans should be united. - there are so few of us, sharing a beautiful, but harsh and unforgiving land. 
Shouldn’t we be working together for the best possible conditions for all the people o f Alaska ?

3.) Intolerance, Racial Tension & Anger - The most discouraging issue that I have dealt with in 
my twenty year career in Alaskan education is the intolerance and the prejudice that 1 have seen 
throughout this great state. When 1 am in Anchorage, shopping or at restaurants, I see the unjust way that 
native people and other minorities arc often treated. In the villages, my family members and I have been 
subject to the anti-white sentiments and the distrust that develops when people of differing backgrounds 
feel that they are being treated unjustly. Will Alaskans ever be free from prejudice and intolerance ?

Thank you for your consideration o f the above issues. I will be in Juneau this week, and hope to 
visit with you about the specific legislation that may help to meet the priority needs o f all Alaskans.

O f particular concern should be the educational and social needs of our cliifdrcn and families 
For our youngest and most vulnerable citizens, tire charity and goodwill of the Alaska Legislature is their 
only hope. Thank you, in advance for all you can do to help us to care for the cluldren,

Sincerely,

Pamela S. VanWechel

Alakanuk Emmonak Hooper Bay Kotlik Marshall M l. Village Pilot Station Pitkas Poim Russian Mission Scamnion Bay Sheldon Point
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- i t ;  •By LIZ RUSKIN
Dally News reporter

JUNEAU — To illustrate the inequitjTof the 
formula used to dole out state education dollars 
in Alaska, state Sen. Randy Phillips returns 
again and again to this point: Anchorage has 
nearly 40 percent of the state’s students yet re­
ceives only around 30 percent of the money.

In recent weeks, the Eagle River Republi­
can has repeated his mantra so often that he 
sometimes reduces it to verbal shorthand.

“Thirty percent ■-"vitsftkx ^
funding, 40 percent 
enrollment,” Phillips 
said last week in a 
Senate debate. “A lot 
of my people that I 
represent are saying,
‘W hat's wrong with
this picture?’ ” _______________

Phillips is one of . *ir«P -sv-
the main backers of a bill moving through the 
Legislature that would significantly overhaul 
the way the state distributes hundreds of mil­
lions of dollars to local school districts each 
year. Senate Bill 36, which passed the Senate 
last week and now moves to the House, pro­
vides more money for Anchorage and Fair­
banks and some other large districts while 
cutting funding to many rural areas.

The proposal is at the center of an increas­
ingly loud debate over education funding and

P le a se  s e e  P a g e  A-6, SCHOOL

Legislature
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I Continued (mm Pago A-1 I legislators have attacked the
1----------------------------------------- 1 recipe as arcane and unfair.
fairness and is draw ing c riti-  I t ’s no wonder so n any
d am  from  ru ra l school dis- people hate it, said G regg Er- 
tricts, D em ocratic leg islato rs ickson, a Juneau economist 
and o th e rs . Gov. T ony  who has analyzed education 
Knowles has th reatened  to funding in his new sletter, 
veto it as w ritten. T he Alaska Budget Report. •

C ritics say the  m e a su re  “M y personal opinion is
funnels m oney to u rban  a re a s  th a t the curren t form ula em- 
by  robbing from  schools in bodies injustices, inequities 
some o f the sta te 's  poorest th a t m ost Alaskans would not 

•com m unities, w here  te s t  be com fortable with, if  they 
scores a re  low, unem ploy- had the tim e and ability to 
m ent is high and the cost o f  w ork them  out," he said, 
providing education is o ften  T he curren t formula, he
much higher than in cities. said, violates two principles

“W hat this bill is about is o f  fairness, w hich he has 
greed,” said  Sen. A1 Adam s, dubbed “God H elps Them  
P-Kotzebue. "That’s all th is  T hat Helps Them selves" and 
bill Is about." ' I " t h e  “Robin Hood Principle.” 
jttUVdams.nnd o th e r c ritic so fsv i’fejfbe firs t .tttea diOkls that 
®jSJplari a ig u e  all schools - ^ t f c s t a t e  sbotidd'reward with 
c f tf " a n d  B ush — ‘deserve-', m ore education dolidrs corn- 
m ore m oney. T he s ta te 's  m uniries tha t sacrifice  for 
foundation funding level has schools by taxing them selves 
rem ained constan t fo r a a t a  higher rate. The second 
dt-cade, w hile inflation, in- contends that poor districts 
creased teach er sa laries an d  should receive m ore state  aid 
higher fuel costs have ea ten  and rich  distric ts less.? 
away a t w hat it actually  buys. B ut w hen E rickson ana-
Legisiatiue leaders a rs u e  th e  lyzed the num bers, he found 
state  can’t  afford to spend that under-the cu rren t formu- 
m ore money. la, w hether a  com m unity Is

Alaska spends $660 million rich  o r  poor and w hether its 
a year on public schools — a  taxes a re  high o r  low have no 
qu arte r of the sta te 's  operat- bearing  on the amount of ed- 
ing budget. B ecause so m uch ucation money it gets from  
is a t stake, the legislative de- the state . P roperty  tax as- 
bfitc som etim es d rifts  into a  sessm ents in Anchorage, for 
discussion o f lofty values and  exam ple, total about $300,000 
the fu tu re  of the state , w ith fo r ev e ry  schoolchild. The 
legislators m aking re fe ren ce  ow ner o f a $100,000 house 
to "all A laska's children" and  pays $770 a year in local tax- 
constitu tional ob ligations, es lo r  schools. .
Sometimes it seem ? to be a  T he total property  assess-
simple donnybrook over w ho m ent in the North Slope Bor- 
gets to b ring  home m ore ba- ough, on the o th e r hand, 
coo. com es to $5.7 million p e r

The details of how school child, thanks to the oil extrac- 
funding in Alaska ac tu a lly  tion facilities at Prudhoe Bay 
works can baffle citizens try- and elsewhere. T he owner of 
ing to m ake sense of it all. a $100,000 house there pays 

As it stands, the bill mov- only $235 in property  taxes 
ing through the Legislature for schools, 
would; B ut the sta te  gives An-

• Shift how m oney is .chorage less than $4,000 per 
aw arded to d istric ts to re- student in education aid. The 
duce state  aid to 24 d is tric ts  N orth Slope Borough; w here 
by nearly $36 million. th e  w ealth  p e r  child is

• Split nearly  $18 million o f g rea te r  and the tax  rate low- 
the savings among 31 o ther cr. gets more than $5,700 per 
districts. student. Phillips and o ther

• Reduce overall spending backers of the change argue 
by $18 million, bringing the  that's not fair. N orth Slope of- 
total to $643 million. ficials counter that the bor-

• End sta te  aid en tirely  for ough’s local contribution to 
North Slope Borough schools, its school budget is greater, 
which this y ea r received $11 by percentage, than Anchor- 
million. age, and its overall property

• Give $6 million m ore to tax  ra te  nearly as high.
Anchorage and nearly $3 mil- C ritic s  of th e  c u r re n t 
lion more to Fairbanks. sy stem  also com plain th a t

SB 36 is a com bination of 20 school d is tric ts  around 
concepts contained in severa l the  s ta te  a rc  not incorporat- 
scparatc  bills by Phillips and cd  in c ities  o r boroughs and 
other Republican law m akers, d o n ’t  co llec t tax es  fo r so™ :«uu(>«»w«<ke»<»»
Now that it’s out of the Sen- schools a t all.
ate. the m easure is scheduled "The question is: Is it right this y ea r calls for cu ttin g  $50
for its first House com m ittee tha t one part of the state pays million from  the budget, so
hearing this week. while the other pays noth- they say there 's  no new mon-

ing?” Phillips said. cy to add.
A BROKEN F O R M U L A ? _____________________________ With the help of a private
The bill rew rites the cur- LOOKING FOR A FIX consu ltan t’s rep o rt on

rent recipe fo r divvying up Phillips arid o th ers  who district-by-district school op-
state education dollars, the w ant to change the system  erating costs statew ide, they 
notoriously com plex "foun- arg ue  th a t more money alone say, they 've figured  ou t a 
dation form ula." The form ula w on't solve the problem, be- fairer, sim pler form ula, 
calculates a d is tric t’s "basic  cause  m ore money will only T heir plan would cut s ta te : 
need" and gives credit to dis- increase  the inequities. Be- aid com pletely to the North 
tricts with higher costs o f  liv- sides, th e  R epublican-led Slope and would chop 45 per- 
ing-and m ore special-necds m ajo rity  is In the third year cent of the sta te  .education 
students. Y ear i f l c r  yea r, o f an austerity  Jlan , which money given to Viidez, ap-

.*,r*
.How the school found

Money is allocated to each ichool <f<str 
groups of children roughly correspond 
students it takes to mate an instructor 
ol students In the community.-the ia t 
unit then adjusts based on various fac

Deducting local tax contrfbuti

jP  Adding money lor each dlsab! 
v  or gitted student. II also adds

Districts outside Anchorage a

SB 36 would shift mi 
district in thrc

Overhaul the way the state 
students In different areas.

Give every district the same r 
bilingual and multicultural ed

Dispenses with the Instrucbor 
to a "base student allocation' o 
school and olher factors.
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How the school foundation formula works:
Mousy is allocated to eacd school district based on ‘instructional units.' 
(jroups ol children roughly corresoonomg 10 classrooms. The number ol 
sludents it lakes lo make an insiruc.unal unit varies according lo the number 
ol sludents in the cnmmunny. The sole allots S6T .000 lor each instructional 
unit, then adjusts based on various (actors, including:
^  Deducting local lax contributions. . ..
A Auding monr lor eacn disabled cnild. ooor English speaker Y' or gifted student. II also acds lor vocational education classes.

^  Districts oulside Ancnorage are creoited lor higher cost ol living.

SB 36 would shift money from district to 
district in three major ways:

Overhaul the way the state figures the cost ol educating 
students in different areas.
Give every district the same money pet student lor special, 
bilingual and multicultural education.
Dispenses with the ‘instructional unit". Funds districts according 
lo a base student allocation' ol 54.012. adjusted by the size ol the 
school and other laciors,✓

Soorca Alauj U*0*ti/r»*ni of £3iX*won
this yea r ca lls  fo r  cu tting  S50 
m illio n  from  the budget, ro 
they say there 's  no new mon­
ey to add.

W ith the help o f a private 
consu ltan t's  report on 
d is tr ic t-b y -d is tr ic t school op­
erating costs statewide, they 
say, they 've  figu red  out a 
fa ire r, s im p le r form ula.

T h e ir  plan would cut state 
aid com plete ly to the N orth 
Slope and would chop 45 per­
cent o f the state education 
money given uJ '*to Viktcz. an-

IP fAN H O flSO N  /  Arcr>o,4q« D b l y N m

other com m un ity  w ith  h igh  
per-student p rope rty  w ealth  
because o f  the o il industry .

Beyond that, Bush legisla­
tors com plain the b ill would 
u n fa ir ly  s lice  away at the 
school budgets o f dozens o f 
poor ru ra l communities. Sen. 
Lym an H o ffm a n . D -Bcthc l, 
pointed to Q uinhagak and 
Toksook Bay, where nearly  40 
percent o f the population lives 
in poverty. What about N ig lit-  
lu te . lie asked, where m ore 
inn 60 percent o f tho jre s i-

dents axe classified as poor?
• Sen. G try Wilken, R-Fair- 
banks, r  "'osed a 3 percen t 
incom e i . ai unincorporated 
a re a s  so those  regions would 
be fo rced  to help pay  for 
svnaols. T h a t provision, op- 
po. ed by Bush legislators os 
wei. as m ining and tim b er in­
te re s ts , d ied  befo re  it 
reached  the  Senate floor.

D esp ite  the  c ritic ism s, 
su p p o rte rs  argue that, over­
all, the new  plan is fair, a. .i 
they  point to the fact that, os 
w ritten , i t  will g ive m ore 
m oney to 84 percen t o f Alas­
ka 's  students.

O pponents ask: W hat about 
(he  rem ain in g  21,132 chil­
dren? ;  _ • •

“Don't w e care  about that 
16 p e rcen t?"  said Sen. Geor- 
gianna L incrln , D-Rampart. 
M any of th e  schools targeted  
fo r cu ts don’t  have anything 
to spare, she  said.

Vtli

- A RURAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
Among th e  losers under 

the  plan being considered is 
the  Low er Yukon School Dis­
tric t. Its  $15 million sta te  ap­
propriation  would be cut b,-’ 
about $1 million. -

T h e .d is tr ic t serves l l 'v i l -  
l r '.s s  w ith  about 1,750 stu- 
deu ts . M ost o f  -its schools 
w ere  bu ilt b y  the U.S. Bureau 
of Indian  A ffairs m ore than 
30-Y ears ago, said Superin­
tenden t Pam ela VanWechel, 
who is based  in M ountain Vil­
lage. T he schools w ere fine in 
th e ir  day , she  said. But the 
com m un ities  have steauu y  
grown, p a r t  of a baby bocm 
ac ro ss  th e  Bush, and the 
schools a re  struggling with 
overcrow ding.

"T he ch ild ren  ju s t  keep 
com ing," VanWechel said. To 
cope, m o st o f the  schools 
have ad d ed  free-standing 
classroom s outside the main 
bu ild ings. T hey a re  ineffi­
cien t to heat, and to build 
them  th e  d is tric t often took 
m oney from  its m aintenance 
budget.

“We have a situation now 
w here the  facilities w e 're  us­
ing a re  ve ry  m uch in need of 
rep lac e m e n t,” she said. 
"W e've been dealing with de­
ferred  m aintenance for six to 
eigh t years , putting all o f se r­
v ices in the classroom  with 
th e  hope th a t som eday 
th e rc 'd  be some relief."

W hen m oney gets tight, a rt 
program s, m usic and voca­
tional c lasses a re  usually the 
f irs t to go, she said.

"R eally, all those a rc  gone 
from  th e  ru ra l schools now," 
she said.

A t thv. Pilot Station school, 
the  sew er backs up every 
sp rin g  and  dum ps raw 
sew age on the playground. 
T he ch ild ren  there have gone 
w eeks using honey buckets 
because the plumbing isn't 
working. I t ’s hard for chil­
d ren  to learn in that environ­
m ent, she  said.

In ru ra l  Alaska, schools 
also often  have extra expens­
es beyond t.iose o f urban 
schools, according to ftush 
school ad m in is tra to rs  jand

*’*~l tlit: .* vi*. 
legislators. Beca tse  it’s often 
the biggest roon in town, the 
school gym  is som etim es 
pressed  into serv ice fo r fu­
n era ls  and com ing-of-age 
dances, she said. T he school’s 
w ater system  is often su peri­
o r to w hat the fam ilies have 
at home. At some schools, the 
children show er during the 
school day while pa ren ts  go 
in the evening to clean up and 
get th e ir  younger ch ild ren  
ready for bed. .  ,.v •

VanW echel s a id "  sh e ’s 
pleased  th a t fam ilies  a re  
com fortable in the  school, b u t 
it does add to the  school’s  
bills. And it's d isheartening, 
she said, to hear u rban  legis­
lators ta lk  about ru ra l chil­
dren as ti the ir fu tu res a re n 't  
im portant to the re s t o f  the  
state. " If  the ru ra l ch ild ren  
don't ge t a good education." 
she said, "they will becom e a 
but den to society in the w ay ■ 
thr.c people who a re  not edu­
cated do: through the  w elfare 
system , through the  prison 
system ." •- -

In A dam s’ Senate office a t 
the stcce Capitol, he keeps a 
photo album  o f the  N oorvik 
elem entary  school, showing 
pictu res o f the caved-in roof, 
holes in ex te rio r walls the 
size of bread  loaves, the  ro t­
ting floor. The building is still 
in use. D uring the' Senate de­
bate last week, he.invited o th ­
er legislators toPyiait Bush 
schools. t

"And then you will tell m e 
about th e .ieq u a iity  o f o u r 
school system s," he said.

URBAN NEEDS
City schools are-suffering , 

too, a rgues A nchorage School 
Board m em ber Kathi Gille­
spie. i . ■4‘t ’.

"W e've h a d . to  /in c rea se  
class sizes an d J jc u t p ro ­
gram s," she saidPCuts to the 
janitorial s ta ff  have had a  v is­
ible impact. ♦££•-?> '

"Our schools'ar*,' d irtier,"  
she said. "We’r e 'n o t  able to 
clean all the ’rob ins ev e ry  ..
night...............

But the biggest problem , 
she said, is overcrowding. At 
Goldenview M iddle School, 
her daughter’s eighth-grade 
algebra class had 40 students, 
she said.

Phillips says all 18 schools 
in his Muldoon-Eaglc R iver 
Senate d is tr ic ts .a re  ov e r­
crowded. ‘ £!tir

The A nchorage d s tr ic t 
has elim inated a  large p ro ­
gram  for drug and alcohol 
abusers, hailed funding for 
special “choice" p rogram s a t 
each high school and w ritten 
hockey rinks out o f  elem en­
tary  school budgets. To find 
m ore p laces to  cut, it 
launched a citizens effort to 
uncover fat a couple of years 
ago and as a resu lt cut s ta ff  
disrrictw ide, from  assistant 
principals to m ain tenance 
w orkers and joiiitors.

Senate Bill 36 isn’t perfect, 
Phillips says, b u t 'I t ’s be tte r 
than the curren t formula.

“I am concentrating on the  
Anchorage School D istrict,” 
he sa id . "T hat's*  what I 'm  
fighting for." T ~ ____
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D l4 T £ lB U T 6 D & V  ■' 
c c : M a i l  f o r :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  I r e n e  N i c h o l i a

Subject: Budget-cut
From: tcadzow@ftyukon.yfsd.schooizone.net (Terri Cadzow) at CC2MHS1 3/11/98 2:08 PM

To: Representative Irene Nicholia at i_AA_CAP

As a sophomore of the Fort Yukon School, I am writing this letter to 
tell the Legislature not to take money from our school. If there is a 
budget-cut we will not have enough .money for our school activities. Like 
for example, basketball, school gatherings and other extra circular 
activities.

One of our rural school districts won the state Battle of the Books. 
Our Fort Yukon Boys ball team has a good chance of going to the State 
Championships. None of that will happen next year if the budget is cut. 
Our school may not be that big in all, but we the students love our 
school and like to be involved in the School activities. Why take money 
from the students? It's our education, our future.

Rural Schools deserves your attention and help. As a concerned 
student I'm asking you to please don't take money from our school.

Terri Cadzow 

Yukon School
Fort

1
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c c : M a i l  f o r :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  I r e n e  N i c h o l i a

Subject: Cchool Funding

From: eansaknok@ftyukon.yfsd.schoolzone.net (Elia Ansaknok) at CC2MHS1 3/11/98 3:18 PM
To: Representative Irene Nicholia at LAA_CAP

Dear Representative Nicholia :

My name is Elia Ansaknok, I am a Sophomore at Fort Yukon High 
School. I am writing to you to ask you not to cut off our school 
Budget, because the things we have this year has increased a lot from 
last year: The Central school kids won the battle of the books
competition in our rural district, and the high school boys basketball
team has a slight chance on going to state at Anchorage. If you cut off
our Budge money we will not get to provide these activities for our
schools.

Why cut money from schools? You will be taking the Education from 
everybody and our future kids that will be going to school here and 
there. Every where else will be the same if you cut the money from those 
schools. People will not be able to do activities and they would drop 
out or they will think this school is bom and move to some other 
school.

Thank you
Elia Ansaknok

1
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c c : M a i l  f o r :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  I r e n e  N i c h o l i a

Subject: school funding
From : jthomas3@ftyukon.yfsd.schoolzone.net (Joseph Thomas) at CC2MHS1 3/11/98 2:12 PM

To: Representative Irene Nicholia at LAA_CAP

Dear Represenative Nickoli

My name is Joseph Thomas. I1m a sophomore at Fort Yukon High school and 
president of the student council. I'm v 'it.ng a letter to you to tell 
the Legislature not to take money from our school. If the budget for our 
school cuts, we would be in a lot of hurt. We wouldn't be able to any 
extracurricular activities, like play basketball. Our basketball team is 
doing real well this year. We might even have a chance to go to 
Anchorage for the state championship. But if the budget gets cut be 
wouldn't be able to play basketball anymore.

If the the budget for our school cuts, our school district won't be 
able to hire teachers that we need for certain things and we won't get 
educated very well. Why cut education money if people want us be 
successors and leaders of state. It will not only hurt us but it will 
hurt everyone in Alaska.

Thank you 

Joseph Thomas

1
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cc:Mail for: R ep re sen ta t ive  Irene Nicholia

S u b je c t :  Sb-36

From : joesepha2@hotmail.com (Joeseph Alexander) at CC2MHS1 3/31/98 11:25 AM

To: Representative Irene Nicholia at LAA_CAF

March 30 , 1998

Dear Representative Irene K. Nicholia:
I don't like SB-36 because it is taking money away from rural Alaska. 

The cities have a lot of money. It will be bad for our school.
If SB-36 passes we will lose over a million dollars. We might lose the 

internet and we just got the internet. We will lose the computers and 
it will not let us learn how to type. We will lose a lot of supplies.
Some teachers might have to quit and students might move and the schools 
might close.

I hope you vote against SB-36. So we will still have our money and we 
will buy supplies. I want to get a good education and I want to stay in 
Minto.

Sincerely 

Joeseph Alexander

Get Your Private, Free Email at http://www.hotmail.com
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c c : M a i l  f o r :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  I r e n e  N i c h o l i a

S u b je c t :  SB-36

From : dakid36@hotmail.com (Dustin Semaken) at CC2MHS'i 3/31/96 2:23 PM 

To: Representative Irene Nicholia at LAA_CAP

3/30/98

Dear Irene Nicholia:
I am against SB-36. I feel taking money away from our school and giving 

it to another school district is unfair. Taking the money will cut our *
sports program that is why most kids go to school. They go to play 
sports and if they take it away some kids might not want to go to school 
any more.

This year Minto had only one extra curricular activity and that was 
basketball. They had to cut running and cross country skiing because we 
don/Et have the money to travel. Fairbanks and Anchorage have 6 or 7 
different activies for their students. Why don/Et they cut some sports to 
have extra money because we had to cut our sports so we could have extra 
money? This year Minto barely made it by the school year because of lack 
of school funds. If we lose money, the school might close and there will 
be a lot of people out of jobs which will make the unployment rates go 
up. This another reason why SB-36 should not be passed.

I would like you to get the other house members not to pass SB-36. I/£d 
like to tell the house members this bill should not pass because there 
would be a lot of unhappy people in rural Alask... There are a lot of 
voters rural Alaska.

Sincerely, 
Dustin Semaken 
Minto School

Get Your Private, Free Email at http://www.hotmail.com
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c c : M a i l  f o r :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  I r e n e  N i c h o l i a

S u b je c t:  SB-36

From : lenutz@hotmail.com (Lena Daigle) at CC2MHS1 4/2/98 3:51 PM

To: Representative Irene Nicholia at LAAJ3AP

Dear Irene Nicholia,

I am an 8th grade student attending a rural school in Alaska. I am 
writing this letter reguarding SB-36 and how it will effect the rural 
schools throughout Alaska.
It will affect the schools a lot because students and teacher wxll be 
leaving because there will be no money to pay for education because they 
gave it to city schools who have money.

I think the city schools have enough money to support everything. It 
will be unfair to take our money and give it to city schools that have 
more money than rural schools.

Please do not pass this bill because we in the rural schools will lose 
everything. We look forward to going to school for such things as extra 
curricular activities and a quality education.

Sincerily,

Lena Daigle
Minto School

Get Your Private, Free Email at hctp://www.hotmail.com
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c c : M a i l  f o r -  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  I r e n e  N i c h o l i a

S u b je c t:  SB-36

From : cendar45@hotmail.com (Lucy Frank) at CC2MHS1 4/2/98 4:16 PM
Tr: Representative Irene Nicholia

April 2, 1
998

Dear Representative Nicholia,
I would like to thank you for helping out with the article in the 

school newspaper. It *.11 turned out really good and we will be sending 
you a copy. Oh yeah and thank you for dedicating that song to me that 
was cool.

I am writing to you to let you know how I feel about SB-36. I think 
that this bill should not be passed. It is a devastating and unfair 
bill. Taking money away from the students in rural Alaska and giving it 
to the city kids is not right. We are students just like them, we need 
an education just like them and I think that we deserve a FAIR share of 
the money.

In our school district we will be losing 1.5 million dollars. The loss
of this money is going to take away our ability to buy supplies and have
activities for students. This year we barely had enough money to buy
paper for the school. We only have one extra curricular activity and
that is basketball. We never had enough money for any other sports. In 
the big schools they have about 7 to 10 extra curricular activities,and 
seem to be doing just fine. And now they want to give them more money?

This bill hurts me, my classmates and the other students in rural 
Alaska. If this bill passes it/Cs like saying that the government 
doesn't care about the students in rural Alaska. I will support your 
voting no to this bill.

Sincerely,
Lucy Frank

P.S. Andrea asked the students and it's ok to forward on our letters.
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M essage:

D ear R epresen tative H anley,

The follow ing petitions arrived at my office A pril 9, 1998. I believe they cam t 
from  the a g roup  of Senior Citizens in the Tok area. These persons all stand 
in opposition  to Senate Bill 36. I will send the originals on  to you.

S incerely ,

Som e of the people w ho signed this pe tition 's  phone num bers:
D oro thy  M arunde (907) 883-4601, Laura Sanford (907) 883-5524. Freem an 
Lolley (907) 883-5934, Lois M organ (907) 883-5647.

If you do not receive all of this fax, please call (907) 883-5151.
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•  '
R e s o l u t i o n  # 9 8 - 6  

O p p o s i t i o n  t o  S B - 3 6  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  G a t e w a y  

S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t ,  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n

W hereas ,  the Alaska Gateway School District has been in a severe cost 
cutting mode for the past several years; and

W hereas ,  the state foundation funding for public schools has not kept 
pace with inflation over the past decade; and

W hereas, the Alaska Gateway School District sees a bleak year though 
the next budget cycle if additional funding isn't realized; and

W hereas ,  certain legislators have shown themselves to be persistent in 
trying to cut even further the funding that REAAs in the rural areas will 
receive; and

W h e rea s ,  the proposed legislation, SB-36, will further reduce the state 
funding to Alaska Gateway School District; and

W h e re a s ,  32 school d is tr ic t across the state with enrollments of 
21,000 children will be further cut by SB-36; and

W hereas ,  the sponsors of SB-36 have shown themselves to be parochial 
in the ir thinking without giving due attention to the entire needs of the 
state; and further, if the funding cuts in SB-36 are allowed to become 
law, the legislature will have shown itself to be racially biased and may 
violate the constitutional rights to equal protection of the law; and

W hereas ,  the Alaska Gateway School District Board of Education believes 
that support should be given to increasing funding for all school districts 
in the state of Alaska to account for inflation over the past decade;

Now therefore be it resolved, by the Members of the Alaska Gateway 
School D istrict Board of Education that the legislature be asked to vote 
against SB-36 in any form;

i
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Resolution #98-6 
page 2

Larry Weisz, S/C, ScTOOTBoardPl

Tom Toasdale. School Board Vice-President

pard Secretary'ersson

Paul Sonnefibe 'g,(School Board Member

Raymdnd Titus, School Board Member

And further, that the legislature be encouraged to increase foundation 
funding in the current statute which will allow additional funding for 
every school and student in the state of Alaska whether urban or rural.

Board Member

Date

■ ? -9  - 9 0

TOTAL P .02


