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P .O . B ox 2 7
KwIgllllngoK, Ak 99D22
588-8529 Home
588-8629 School
588-8613 School Fax586=8963 "CIaasr(nnijf‘an wuakands):—
Dear House Finance Committee,Just to make my se lf clear I do not want to s e e  any cut to LKSD.
That will hurt our bilingual Yup'ik Instruction. The BIA turned over these 
schools to the state and ail cultural sensitivity snems to be gona.lf our 
Yup'ik language programs stay Intact the people out here will speaking, 
reading, and writing Yup'ik for as long as they want. I hope It Is not this
l e g i s l a t u r e  n o w  t h a t  w i l l  b o  f r o m  h * r »  o n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t f t a  ' d e a t h "  n a i l
into Yup’ik language. Call me if you want further discussion.

Senate B ill 36 w lII devastate Yup’ik bilingual programs in 
southwestern Alaska by slashing the Lower Kuskokwim School District’s 
categorical funding. This funding reduction was not recomended by the 
McDowell report. McDowell said they were not capable to equitibly assess 
this issue. The new SB-36 20% categorical cap will only cover mandated 
special education costs with virtually nothing left : r bilingual programs.

Too few urban residents and legislators under and that in the 
Lower Kuskokwim region there are over 20 villages where Yup'ik is the 
dominant language. Urban people and legislators need to realize that there 
are villages like Kwigillingok where the main language at church, home, 
play, and council meetings is Yup’ik. For nearly-all of the children, their 
first legends, books, songs, and Bible readings are in Yup'ik. When more 
urban vjters, legislators, and tourists become more aware of the impact 
of SB-36 on the Yup'ik language, lawmakers will be cast in a historically 
dark light.

For the last 21 years over 95% o f the*Students I've taught In Kwigillingok, Tuntutullak, and Konglganak (west of the Kuskokwim river) have been dominant Yup'ik speakers. For 28 years there has been a 
culturally sensitive language program that allows many of these students to ropd and write first in their native language and humanely ease them Into a dominantly English class by the 4th grade. Those students graduate 
reading, writing, and speaking both English and Yup’ik. Many of these 
students have gone on to college. Test results clearly show that if our 
students are fl'st schooled In Yup’ik, they outscore native speakers who 
are required-*)- learn In English. SB-36 will not only contribute to lower
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P.O. Box 48
Kwigillingok Ak, 99622 
April 17, 1998

House Finance Committee
State Captial
Juneau, Ak 99801- 1182

Dear House Finance Committee,

Wangkuta assiilkaput SB-36-aaq. Kituuqan SB-36-aaq yugcetun 

mikelngut •• kalamgalrucliqut.- Aknlrcliqut * m ikelngut- elltnaurl6tel 

llu. Mikelngut taringocclgacliqut kace'atun. Kituuqan SB 36-aaq 
kiingan kass'atun qalartelarciqukut yugtun-llu qalarcuunata. 
Wiings cakneq esfiilkaqa SB-36-aaq.

Wiinga,

Tania Andrew 
6th grade

p s . we oont like SB so. ir sb-jo passes tna iittia kias won't talk in yupik. i n# yup'ik
tajinhftr'it and all the nilw taaohAr and the AtndAntA thAlr fAAllnQA will qai hurt Tha kid* won't 
understand In ongllsh booauae they mostly talk in yup'ik. If SB-SO paaaaa we will «Uul talking

In engllsh and wa wont have to talk In yupik and write. I don't really like SB-36.
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P O  B ox 6
Kwigillingok, Ak 99622 April 17, 1998
House Finance Committee
S t a t a  C a p i ta l
Juneau, Ak 99801-1182

Dear House Finance Committee,
Wilnga Senate Bill 36-aaq asslllkaqa manl kuigilngurml

asslltuq, AMq tegguyaquunaku llaakulluta plnaurtukut. Makut elait
elitnauristeput yug'gut iiait-llu kassauluteng. Makut-llu akit
naanguarunrltuq, taugam atutuut oturanun.wallu noqnun ,wollu ikamranun.

wligna,
Jeffrey Phillip 6th Grade Class

P.S. I don't like Senate Bill 36 at kwigillingok. Don't take our money and 
please be on cur side. Some of these people are Yu'plk and some of them 
are non Yu’pik. We use money for clothes, food, or sleds.
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" P o s t e r i n g  N a t i v e  S e l f - D e t e r m i n a t i o n  i n  P r i m a r y  C a r e ,  P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  H e a l t h  P r o m o t i o n "

Resolution #98-04-04

Sub jec t: Opposition to Senate B ill #36  (SB -36).
W HEREAS, the Yukon-Kuskokwira Health Corporation’s (YKHC) mission is to

achieve the greatest possible improvements in the health status of the 
people of the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta region, and YKHC is fully 
committed to the development of culturally relevant programs for primary 
care, prevention, and health promotion in a setting that fosters Native Self 
Determination in the control and management of health care delivery; and

WHEREAS, YKHC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation established to provide health 
care services under a Title IE Compact with the Indian Health Service to 
58 tribes in the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta in Alaska by authorization of the 
tribal governing bodies of these tribes; and

WHEREAS, YKHC’s interests include healthy minds in the Y-K Delta’s student 
residents through quality education provided through rural or village 
schools, which are just as important as urban schools; and

WHEREAS, Quality education leads rural students to quality decisions about college- 
level learning In order to achieve or enhance their chosen careers which 
will support their livelihood and well-being throughout their lives, and 
SB-36 will decrease quality education in rural Alaska; and

W HEREAS, It is the constitutional responsibility o f the State of Alaska to provide equal
education opportunities to Alaska's children, both rural nnd urban, and SB-36 is 
unconstitutional in its approach in that it unfairly reduces funding fo r rural 
schools.

NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED That the Full Board of Directors of the 
Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Corporation hereby give notice by this 
resolution that it opposes the present form of SB-36 in its entirely; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That the Full Board of Directors support the State of
Alaska in its efforts to create a fair funding formula equitable to both rural 
and urban schools which also takes into consideration the high cost of 
living in rural Alaska.

C ertification

Duly adopted at the meeting of the Yukon-Kuskokwim Corporation's Full Board of 
Directors, a quorum being present, bv a vote of in favor, opposed.
abstaining, and absent, this £sl—1 day of April, 199S.

Signed;
iHenry Hunter, Chairman 

YKHC Board of Directors
Signed:

Geraldine Beans. Secretary 
YKHC Board of Directors
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H o u se  o f  F in an ce  C o m m ittee  
A la sk a  S ta te  L e g is la to r  
S ta te  C a p ito l (M S 3 1 0 0 ) 
J u n e a u , A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

L e o n a  G o o d h o p e  
PO . B ox  72 01 2  
S h is h m a re f , A la sk a  9 9 7 7 2  
( 9 0 7 ) 6 4 9 - 3 6 3 1

D ear coViom it flo-vcem*

I am  w ritin g  to  you  in  reg a rd s  to a sena te  bill 36 .
A s a s tu d e n t in  S h is h m a re f  I b e liev e  th is b ill sh o u ld  n o t be p a sse d .

W hy  you ask ?  T h is  b ill w o u ld  a ffec t n u m erou s s tu d e n ts  in  th e  B e rin g  
S tra it S ch o o l D is tric t.

W e lik e  the w ay  o u r schoo l is now  and w e d o n 't w an t to  see it 
ch an g e . T h e  SB 36 w ou ld  fo rce  us to go  to schoo l in a b o a rd in g  sch o o l, 
W e, th e  S h ish m a re f  s tu d e n ts , w o u ld n 't like  go ing  to a b o a rd in g  sc h o o l. 
O ur fa m ilie s  w ou ld  need  o u r boys to  help  out w ith  su b s is te n c e . O u r 
e ld e rs  a re  the on es w e  sh o u ld  be w ith  in stead  o f  g o in g  to a b o a rd in g  
sch o o l and  b e in g  fa r  aw ay  fro m  ho m e. O ur e ld ers  a re  g o in g  to need  he lp  
i f  m o st o f  the S h is h m a re f  s tu d en ts  go.

W h a t you  are  d o in g  to o u r schoo l and o th e r sch o o ls  is  k illin g  
e v e ry th in g  th a t m ak es  sch o o l fu n  su ch  as sp o rts , tak in g  o u r sp e c ia l ed . 
te a ch e rs , an d  n u m e ro u s  o th e r  th ing s. D o  you th in k  it  is  r ig h t?

I am  re a lly  u p se t a b o u t the sen a te  b ill 36.

I a p p re c ia te  yo u  ta k in g  y o u r tim e to rea d  th is le t te r  c o n c e rn in g  
the SB  36.

S in c e re ly ,

L e o n a  G o o d h o p e
G ra d e :  1 0 th
S ite : S h ish m a re f  S cho o l



House O f Finance Commihee 
Alaska State Legislator 
State Capital (MS3100) 
Juneau, Alaska 9980’-1182

Annie Katherine Obruk 
Shishmaref High School 
P.O. Box 72048 
Shishmaref, Alaska 99772

Dear W hom it may concern:

I am writing to you in regards to the Senate Bill 36. Please do not vote on this bill 
because too much money would be taken from rural schools. This would mean we would 
lose extracurricular activities and other important programs from our school.

The school is very much o f the community and the community is enjoy watching 
the basketball games and other activities going on in the village.

Going to school in Shishmaref is very important to me, because I enjoy being with
my family and helping out my grandparents. If  the bill is passed, we may no longer have a
high school.

If  I had to go to a boarding school, I would not be able to spend time with my 
family and would not learn things about my culture. To me, my culture is very important 
and learning the way my grandparents learned when they were younger. I enjoy listening 
to my grandparents' telling stories about their childhood.

In closing, I would urge you not to pass the bill.

Annie Katherine Obruk 
Grade: 10th
Site: Shishmaref High School Student
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1621 TONGASS AVENUE SUITE 301 
POST OFFICE BOX 8340 

KETCHIKAN. ALASKA 99901 
PHONE: (907) 225-9658 

FAX: (907) 225-2836

flay Griffith 
SUPERINTENDENT

A p r i l  1 8 ,  1 9 9 8

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a r k  H a n l e y  
H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
C a p i t o l  R o o m  5 0 7  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H a n l e y :

A s  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of  S o u t h e a s t  I s l a n d  S c h o o l  D istr ict , I a m  w rit ing  w ith  g r a v e  c o n c e r n  
re la t iv e  to  S B 3 6 .  P a s s a g e  o f  S B 3 6  in  its c u r re nt  fo r m  c a n  m e a n  c l o s u r e  o f  f iv e  of 
S l S D ’s  1 2  s c h o o l s  in  O c t o b e r  o f  t h is  y e a r .

A s  y o u  a r e  w e l l  a w a r e ,  t h e  b i l l  w o u l d  s e t  a  m i n i m u m  o f  t e n  s t u d e n t s  for  a  s c h o o l  to b e  
c o u n t e d  a s  a  f u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t y .  A n y  n u m b e r  f e w e r  t h a n  t e n  w o u l d  b e  c o u n t e d  a s  
s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  la r g e s t  s c h o o l  in  t h e  district, w ith  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d r o p  in  f u n d i n g  for  that 
s ite .

T h e  i m m e d i a t e  c o n c e r n  is  th a t  t h e  b i l l  w o u l d  d e l a y  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  f is c a l  y e a r  f u n d i n g  
unt i l  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  O c t o b e r  c o u n t  p e r i o d  a n d  t h e n  p r o v i d e  f u n d i n g  for  th a t  s a m e  f is ca l  
y e a r  b a s e d  o n  t h e  O c t o b e r  c o u n t .  T h a t  im p a c t s  o u r  distr ict d r a s t ic a l ly .  W e  w o u l d  
c o n t r a c t  t e a c h e r s ,  b y  s t a te  la w  a n d  n e g o t i a t e d  c o n tr a c t  t e r m s ,  pr ior to t h e  c u r r e n t  y e a r  
b a s e d  o n  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s ,  p r e p a r e  b u i l d i n g s ,  c o m m i t  to s t u d e n t s  a n d  p a r e n t s  a n d  f u n d  to  
that  a n t i c i p a t e d  l e v e l .  If a  s i t e  fell b e l o w  t h e  m i n i m u m  c o u n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e  w o u l d  n o t  b e  
f u n d e d  at t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  a n d  p l a n n e d  for l e v e l .  S B 3 6  w o u l d  l e a v e  u s  c o m m i t t e d  a n d  
s t a n d e d  w it h o u t  a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g  to fulfill o u r  p r e d e t e r m i n e d  c o m m i t m e n t .  I n  a  district 
th at  is  c u t t in g  V.0 %  o f  its f u n d i n g  for t h e  n e x t  f is c a l  y e a r  j u s t  to  b a l a n c e  o u r  b u d g e t ,  that 
u n a n t i c i p a t e d  l e v e l  o f  l o s s  w o u l d  b e  d e v a s t a t i n g .  S B 3 6  p u t s  u s  in  a  c a t c h - 2 2 .  If w e  
d o n ' t  p r o v i d e  a  s c h o o l  for  a  c o m m u n i t y  with 8  a n t i c i p a t e d  e l e m e n t a r y  s t u d e n t s ,  w e  a r e  
in  v io l a t io n  o f  4  A A C  0 5 . 0 4 0 .  If w e  d o  c o m m i t  to  a  s c h o o l  in  A u g u s t  b u t  h a v e  fe w e r  
t h a n  t e n  in  O c t o b e r ,  w e  d o  n o t  r e c e iv e  a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g  to k e e p  t h e  s c h o o l  o p e n  a n d  
to  fulfil l o u r  c o n t r a c t e d  e m p l o y e e  c o m m i t m e n t s  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  to  s t u d e n t s  a n d

S O U T H E A S T
I S L A N D
S C H O O L
D I S T R I C T
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c o m m u n i t y .

W e  a r e  a s k i n g  y o u  to  h e l p  u s  g e t  a n  a m e n d m e n t  to S B 3 6  that g i v e s  u s  s o m e  relief  
from  s o  d r a s t ic  a n  i m p a c t .  W e  a r e  p r o p o s i n g  th a t  t h e  b i l l  b e  a m e n d e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

S e c . 2  1 4 . 1 7 . 4 5 0  ( b ) .  [ B e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o u n t  
p e r i o d  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t h e  s c h o o l  f a l l s  b e l o w  1 0  A D M , ]  if t h e  A D M  in  a  s c h o o l  is  
l e s s  t h a n  1 0 .  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  s h a l l  b e  i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  A D M  of  t h e  s c h o o l  in  th at  district 
with t h e  h i g h e s t  A D M  a s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  s t u d e n t  c o u n t  d a t a  for  that  
district.

In  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  e v e n t  th a t  S B 3 6  w e r e  to  b e c o m e  la w ,  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  
w o u l d  f o r e s t a l l  for  a t  le a s t  n i n e  m o n t h s  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  a l m o s t  h a l f  o f  S o u t h e a s t  I s l a n d  
S c h o o l  D is t r ic t ’s  s c h o o l s .  A t  le a s t  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  p a r e n t s  a n d  district b o a r d  a n d  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  m i n i m a l  t i m e  to p l a n  for t h e  l o s s  o f  a c c e s s  to  l o c a l  s c h o o l s .  
T o  c l o s e  s c h o o l s  in  la t e  O c t o b e r  a n d  e x p e c t  s t u d e n t s  a n d  p a r e n t s  to  h a v e  a c c e p t a b l e  
i m m e d i a t e  a l t e r n a t iv e s  is  u n f a ir  a n d  u n w i s e .

S o u t h e a s t  I s l a n d  S c h o o l  D istr ict  is  o p p o s e d  to S B 3 6 .  W e  c o n s i d e r  it to  b e  b a s e d  o n  a  
s e r i o u s ly  f l a w e d  s t u d y  c o m m i s s i o n e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e ,  o n e  that 
w o u l d  u n f a ir ly  a n d  u n w i s e l y  r e d is t r ib u t e  f u n d i n g  fr o m  s o m e  s c h o o l  d istr icts  to  o t h e r  
s c h o o l  d istr icts ,  t h e r e b y  c r e a t in g  " w in n e r s ” a n d  " lo s e r s .” T h e  effe c t  w o u l d  g la r in g l y  
t a k e  f u n d i n g  a w a y  f r o m  rural d istr icts a n d  g i v e  it to u r b a n  d istr icts . W e  a r e  further  
d is t r e s s e d  t h a t  S B 3 6  f a i ls  to c o n s i d e r  " p r o g r a m ” e q u i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  " f u n d i n g ” e q u it y .
E v e n  t h e  m o s t  c u r s o r y  a n a l y s i s  will  r e v e a l  t h e  v a s t  d is p a r it y  b e t w e e n  p r o g r a m s  
a v a i l a b l e  to  u r b a n  s t u d e n t s  a s  o p p o s e d  to rural s t u d e n t s .

T h a n k  y o u  for  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  th is  r e q u e s t  for  h e l p .  It w o u l d  b e  trag ic  
for s t u d e n t s  to  n o t  o n l y  l o s e  t h e  o p p o r t u n it y  for e d u c a t i o n  in  t h e ir  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  
b u t  to  l o s e  it w it h o u t  a d e q u a t e  t im e  to s e e k  a n d  f in d  a lt e r n a t iv e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s .

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t

c c :  C o m m i s s i o n e r  S h i r l e y  H o l l o w a y  
Governor Tony K n o w l e s  
C a r l  R o s e ,  A A S B  
S t e p h e n  M c P h e t r e s ,  A A S A  
A l a s k a  S c h o o l  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  
M e m b e r s ,  A l a s k a  L e g i s la t u r e

S i n c e r e l y ,
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l To: Legislators House Finance Committeei t0Lv
/'. \ • Subject: SB 36

M y name is Lillian Kiunya, a 40 year resident o f Kwigillingok, married with 
four beautiful children attending a small rural school in our community I am 
writing this letter on their behalf, and i believe the whole rural schools who 
will be affected by this bill.
As Alaskan Natives, we are very fortunate to have schools out here in the 
bush where our children learn, not like whai I went through, The reason I 
say " not like what I w ent through" is because I started school knowing no 
English, at most times very  hajd for me to comprehend what my teachers 
were teaching me. Now when I look s : my children and the progress they 
have in school, I am very proud ana happy for them. I believe the bilingual 
education they start o ff  with has helped them to progress, and it is easier 
than my school years, but if  you look at the yearly 1TB S test done each year 
proves that they still are behind.
Taking ihe money out o f rural schools wiii nun even more, not just the 
students who need that, but the people who are dependant on the income that
provides for the familv. Where emiMovrnen! ;s scarce, and verv little is

i

*1

available, especially in small rural communities.
The schools in the urban communities have more variety o f classes to take,

• ?«pid i believe that taking the money out o f rural schools will provide even 
'frim o re  for those urban schools, and it will as 1 have heard d o se  some evenI . 7
! * more smaller schools than here. W hich will have a dynamic impact for those 
y & i # 0*  ^  communities.
i ‘ dMiink. that if the money were to be taken out o f the rural school, the State ofI .
; Alaska will also be affected financially. Because those who are left w ithout

jobs will turn to the unemployment agency, or be depended on the food
stamp program to drain out the monev set aside W hich will hurt also the 
economy o f the urban cities who do business w ith the rural communities. 
Come on broaden your scope before you vote on this bill. Don't just look at 

: .the money that goes to the schools. Just go to the airal school where 
1 ‘‘hilinguai education is available and see for yourselves w hy the State o f 
k i ^ a s k a  is so unique in its people and it's culture.

inviting you all to come see for yourself the Kwigillingok School Site,
jfy  and how bilingual education is like, ana that would change your mind about 

•yj^takm g money out o f rural schools. ^

l.u

to
i ¥ ^ % a n k  vou for taking your time to hear m e./;.] \r%*-N.Vi Z ----
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C H E F O R N A K  S C H O O L S  
P O  B o x  5 0  

C h e f o r n a k ,  A K  9 9 5 6 1
Phone 907-867-8700 
Fax 907-867-8429

April 1 6 ,1 9 9 8
M a rk  H an ley
House o f  Representatives
State C ap ito l, Juneau , AK! 99801-1182

D ea r Representative:

The C h e fo rn ak  Associate School Boa rd  met Tuesday, A p ril 14th. D u rin g  this 
meeting the impact o f  SB  36  on ou r school was discussed. The proposed cuts in 
fund ing pa rticu la r ly  in B ilingua l do lla rs would severely cu rta il the Y u p 'ik  language 
and cu ltu ra l p rogram  that we have worked so hard  to pu t together in recent years. 
I t  seems quite inconceivable that this b ill which includes cuts to educational fund ing 
is seriously  considered when common know ledge and even the M cDow ell study 
dictate increased funding .

W e have heard the argument that fairness is an issue in the present fund ing 
fo rm u la . W e  agree that a review o f the fo rm u la  is in o rde r. Bu t is it fa ir  as 
proposed in SB  36  to impose pay ro ll taxes on the ru ra l areas that a re  a lm ost fo u r 
times h igher in ru ra l areas than the school taxes assessed p rope rty  owners in 
boroughs? W e th ink not.

T he re fo re  we ask that m ore consideration be given to the revision o f  the educational 
fund ing  fo rm u la  w ith the goal o f  im proving education in o u r great state and 
im prov ing the educational opportunities fo r a ll o f  A laska's students. Y o u  as a 
m em ber o f  the 20th A laska State Legislature have been given a responsib ility to 
pass legislation tha t is good fo r  the people o f  o u r state. SB  36  in its present fo rm  
does not meet that te s t

Quyana (Yup’ik for ‘Thank you’)*

Sincere ly you rs,

Pe te r M athew  S r. Chairm an 
C h e fo rn ak  Associate School B oa rd
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KASHUNAMIUT SCHOOL DISTRICT
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T H A T  T H E  B O A R D  O F  E D U C A T I O N  U R G E S  T H E  G O V E R N O R  A N D  L E G I S L A T U R E  
T O  R E A C H  T O W A R D  W H A T  I S  P E S T  F O R  A L A S K A ’ S  C H I L D R E N  A N D  

C O M M U N I T I E S  I N  O R D E R  T O  P L A C E  T h vS  A G E N D A  F O R  I M P R O V I N G  E D U C A T I O N  
O F  A L A S K A ’ S  S T U D E N T S  B E F O R E  A L L  C I T I Z E N S  A N D  S T A K E H O L D E R S

W H E R E A S ,  the children of the State require the best Alaska political leadership 
in order to protect their Alaska Constitutional rights lo an equal, tree, public education; and

W H E R E A S ,  S B 3 6  p r o v i d e s  s e r i o u s  d e c r e a s e s  i n  f u n d i n g  o f  e d u c a t i o n  for s o m e  
s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  the State of Alaska has not increased per student funding for schools, 
generally, to offset ten years of inflation; and

W H E R E A S ,  a  t h e m e  o f  t a x in g  i n c o m e s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  c a n  le a s t  affo r d  it; a n d

W H E R E A S ,  the McDowell Study was prepared for what can be assumed to be a 
legislative hidden agenda; and

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  s ig n i f ic a n t  d iv i3 iv e n e s s  o f  p r o p o s e d  le g is la t io n  that d i v i d e s  c it iz e n s  
in t o  rural a r id  h i g h w a y  c a m p s ,  g e n e r a l l y  c a m p s  o f  h a v e s  a n d  h a v e  n o t s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  litigation to challenge the constitutionality of SB36 will be a significant 
expense to the State; and

W H E R E A S ,  the fallout from innuendo and misinformation about SB36 requires 
extensive and continuous debate about the state of education and options for dealing with 
the future of Alaska’s public education, goals and finance; and

W H E R E A S ,  Senate Bill 36 will force closures of some rural Alaska schools; and

W H E R E A S ,  Rural Education Attendance Area schools in Alaska contribute 
significantly to the State of Alaska through their Impact Aid Proprams;

N O W ,  T H E R E F O R E  BE IT R E S O L V E D  1. The Governor and Legislature resolve 
to appoint a Blue Ribbon Citizen Taskforce to recommend three opportunities that could 
improve Alaska public schools and their services lo all Alaskan Children. 2. The Blue 
Ribbon Citizen Taskforce recommend a revision of the Funding Act for Education that will



e q u i t a b l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  u n i q u e  n e e d s  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  d e l iv e r y  
s e r v ic e s  o n  t h o s e  o p p o r t u n it ie s .  3 .  T h e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  for s c h o o l s  rests  w ith  l o c a l  c o n tr o l  
a n d  a n  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  s y s t e m  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  that  h o l d  d istr icts  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  
a c c o u n t a b l e  for p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  4 .  T h e  s u r p l u s  o f  P F D  b e  u s e d  to a d d r e s s  t h e  n e e d s  
o f  e d u c a t i n g  A l a s k a n  c h i l d r e n  a n d  e n s u r i n g  that  a l l  h e a l t h  n e e d s  o f  A l a s k a n  c h i l d r e n  a r e  
b e i n g  a d d r e s s e d  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  5 .  S c h o o l  l e a d e r s h i p  is  h e l d  a c c o u n t a b l e  for 
r e p o r t i n g  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  S t a t e  R e v e n u e s  in  s p e c i f i e d  a r e a s  o f  t h e  b u d g e t  a x  
d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  G o v e r n o r .

N O W ,  T H E R E F O R E  B E  I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  for 
t h e  K a s h u n a m i u t  S c h o o l  D is tr ic t  u r g e s  t h e  G o v e r n o r  to  v e t o  t h e  b i l l  in  its’ entirety .

A D O P T E D  th is  1 3 t h  d a y  o f  A p r i l ,  1 9 9 8  at a  d u l y  c o n v e n e d  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  K a s h u n a m i u t  
S c h o o l  D is tr ic t  B o a r d  at w h i c h  a  q u o r u m  w a s  p r e s e n t  a n d  v o t in g .
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P.O . B o x  2 9  
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The Manley Hot Springs Community School Committee would like to express 
their concern over the potential cuts and other detrimental actions to the REAA's from 
Senate Bill 36. How can cutting money from the rural schools be considered an 
equitable solution. In our small school our children are provided with a decent 
education, but it is without any of the extras of the larger school. There are no sports , 
music, or art programs, no shop facilities, or extracurricular activities. Teachers are 
being asked to, and do provide a quality education for as many six grade levels in one 
class. Consider also the costs of running a school in a rural area where high fuel and 
electric costs take an inordinate percentage of the local budget. We already have a no­
frills educational budget, and to cut it further would be very detrimental to the students, 
our children and our communities.

Alaska is not a poor state and we should not have to be fighting for funds, rural 
vs urban factions pitted against each other. We urge you to please consider aH the 
residents of the State when making your decisions on this important issue. Thank you 
for your time.

Dear Legislator

Sincerely,

Gladys Dart School Community School Committee



April 2 , 1998 „
R 1 5 1998

H o n o ra b le  H o u se  o f  R e p re se n ta tiv e  M e m b e r  

Ju n e a u , A la sk a

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e j ^ u ^ r ^ ^ y

A s a m e m b e r  o f  E d n a  B ay  C o m m u n ity , I s tro n g ly  u rg e  y o u  to  f in d  a  

m o re  e q u ita b le  w ay  to  fu n d  a ll o f  o u r  c h i ld r e n ’s e d u c a tio n  o th e r  th an  

S B 3 6 . S B 3 6  th re a te n s  all a re a s  o f  ru ra l l ife s ty le . M y  c o m m u n ity  is th e  

re su lt o f  th e  s ta te  lan d  sa le  p ro g ra m  a n d  h a s  a lw a y s  s tro n g ly  su p p o rte d  

p u b lic  e d u c a tio n ; f in a n c ia lly , p e rso n a lly , a n d  p h y s ica lly .

C u rre n tly , o u r  sc h o o i e n ro llm e n t is lo w e r  th an  S B 3 6 ’s re q u ire d  

a tte n d a n c e  o f  10. I f  S B 3 6  p a sse s  a n d  o u r  sc h o o l c lo se s , it is g o in g  to  fo rc e  

m a n y  fa m ilie s  in o u r  c o m m u n ity  to  re lo c a te  an d  c h a n g e  th e ir  liv e lih o o d . I 

d o n ’t b e lie v e  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls  o r  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  s tu d y  a re  v ia b le  o r  

re a so n a b le  a lte rn a tiv e s  fo r  o u r  c h i ld r e n ’s e d u c a tio n .

P le a se  v o te  N O  o n  S B 3 6 . I a m  c e r ta in  y o u  can  fin d  a  b e tte r  a n sw e r  to  

o u r  e d u c a tio n  fu n d in g  p ro b le m s  th a n  S B 3 6 .

I s in c e re ly  th a n k  y o u  fo r  ta k in g  m e  se rio u s ly .

S in c e re ly ,
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Leslie Bagnel0841 
Strogaoof D rive 

Anchorage, Alaska 99516 
Fa* 907-346-2919

Representative Con Bundy 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 104 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 -1182

Dear Representative Bunde; April 15, 1998

I received your letter of April 7, 1998 which indicates that you are firmly 
supportive o f SB 36. It is very rare for me to delve into the political arena. I trust that 
there are special people, such as you, who thrive on public policy planning and I respect 
and support them for the service. Since this is my first attempt to influence my 
representative, I wish this letter could be congratulatory, however it feels adversarial. 
Please consider my statement and if  you find merit, find a way to impact this legislation. 
First, I must comment on your letter. I realize that this is not a personal letter, but rather 
a form intending to acknowledge my Public Opinion Message. However, the content is 
condescending. I agree that all people o f Alaska should make a local contribution to their 
schools. I placed a call to the North Slope Borough since they would not only be 
reduced, but would be totally without state school funding if SB 36 is passed. I asked 
specifically if that Borough contributed in-kind or direcS dollars to the school district. 
Apparently, their Assembly has consistently passed budge,'s that deluded strong support 
for their school district. In feet now there is an attempt to penalLs .hem for that level o f 
support. They have been told that they spend l oo much o f their t'^x dollars supporting 
education! I do not have the time, nor is it my job to check with all the other districts to 
determine their level o f  local support for education. But I tend fo believe that the North 
Slope is not the only district to provide in-kind and/or direct dollars.

It is incredulous to me that anyone could be expected to think that SB 36 has a 
“fundamental goal o f improving Alaska’s system of funding schools all around the state.” 
This is not Robin Hood legislation. It clearly would take state money from the 
predominately Native regions and place it in the city. I have been to several villages and 
am personally aware that it is costlier to run programs when your district covers hundreds 
o f square miles.

If  my count is correct, twenty-one rural Alaska State School Districts will have 
their education money reduced. Fifteen o f these districts are over 77% native, and a 
predominant number o f regions have high numbers o f people who live below the poverty 
level.

Another concern that is etf.iemely serious is the idea that the State o f Alaska 
lawmakers would even consider disenfranchising a whole region o f the state. How can 
we justify giving no educational services to the North Slope? If the argument is that the 
legislatures believe that the North Slope has plenty o f money and so we can with hold 
state services from them, please reconsider. This is one state. We have wildly diverse 
regions and all o f their rich cultures are what make this state unforgettable. Please stop
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legislation that is so divisive. C lever rhetoric can not cover the fact that legislatures from 
Anchorage have lost the ability to be statesmen in the true sense o f  the word, and would 
rather divide the state along racial and economic lines with this legislation.

The amount o f  money that my state w ill pay in legal fees i f  this legislation is 
passed w ill probably be substantial. Please recognize that the state has a responsibility to 
educate **; o f  its children. Please recognize that costs o f  running programs vary 
according to not on ly the number o fc b ’ ldren, but also the logistics o f  providing services 
to remote locations often not connected by road systems. Please recognize that the 
greatest asset our state w ill ever have is its wonderful diversity. We must find a much 
better way to provide additional funding for the urban schools.

Thank you fo r your sincere consideration.

Leslie Bagne

Ps. Please let me know what your thoughts are regarding the $10 m illion bond issue to 
design and plan for two schools in Anchorage. The concept sounds extraordinary 
expensive to me, and I  have not seen information to support it.

Cc: Representative Randy Phillips 
Representative Mark Hanley 

‘ ’ ‘ Representative Gene Therriault
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A N C H O R A G E  P ^ 3  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  B o a r d
P.O. Box 196614, Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6614 • (JOT) 333-95*1

S C H O O L  

D I S T R I C T

Kathi Gillespie
2741 S. i f  axe r Loop, Anchorage, Alaska 99516 
(907) 345-5335; Fax (907) 345-9891 
E-mail: Gillespie_Kathi@msmail.asd.kl2.ak.us

TO: HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE
DATE: APRIL 19,1998
RE: SB 36

I understand that you will be d iscussing SB 36 on M onday and I w ant to encourage you, 
on b eh a lf o f  the Anchorage School Board, to  con tinue to  pursue a foundation formula 
change tha t is fair, equitable and understandab le to the public. As I have been speaking 
to  g roups th roughout ou r city, it has becom e c lea r to  m e that th is is a very im portan t issue 
in Anchorage. O ur Cham ber o f  Commerce, Assembly, Mayor, and School Board are 
w orking together to  bring equ ity  to school funding and w e encourage you as you work to 
craft a solution for fair state funding fo r education.

Thank you for the effort you are m aking to  support A laska’s children.

Sincerely,

o k L u u

Kathi G illesp ie 
Legislative Chairman 
Anchorage School Board

#
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A p r i l  9 8  I s s u e  o f  t h e  
I d a h o  O b s e r v e r  i

I t ’s  E l e m e n t a l l y : .
•' * T alking About G ay Issu e s is a s(I)ick 

^prdpagaridaWitfeofeaturinggay and lefcr 
,-L,biaa.'tcacher;s blatantly pushing tolet^j 
anco and acceptance o f homosexuality 
on kindergarten and elementary stur 
dents. They can’ t reproduce so they 
must recruit—and they >yill do it by 
changing the attitudes o f children who 
are being taught that homosexuality is 
“just another lifestyle choice/* This 
mental molestation o f children is spon-* - 
sored by (no surprise hpre)the National . 
"Education Association (hlEA) who is 
so anxious for your child to view' this \ 
78-minute video, that it will send the 
video free to any school board mem- ; 
bers who makes a request.

- T h e  Q B E  P r e d i c t o r

WATERFRONT REALTY PAGE 01

I  p r q y  e v e r y  d a y  t h a t  God w i l l  

c o n t i n u e  t o  d e s t r o y  t h i s  n a t i o n  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  s u p p o r t  ’ 
b y  t h e  p e o p l e  f o r  saime. s e x  m a r r i a g e s  

I  h o p e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  h a v e  
t h e  b a c k b o n e  t o  p u t  a s t o p  t o  t h i s  
r i g h t  n ow .

k ,  ' .
R i t a  K a s p e r
P .  0 .  B o x  5 2 0 5 0 7
B i g  L a k e ,  A k .  9 9 6 5 2

X

/
I



04 /17 /1990  15:31 907892S249
April 98 Issue of the 

Idaho Observer . »•.•
■ I t ’s  E l e m e n t a r y :
(B B 'a lk itig  About G ay Issu e s is a s(l)ick 
'Tjropa^rida'videbfeatUrihggayand lesr .
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P . O .  B o x  3 5
K w i g i l l i n g o k ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 2 2  
A p r i l - 1 7 ,  1 9 9 8

H o u a a  F r a n c e  C o m m i t t e d  
S l a t e  C a p i t a l
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 -  1 1 8 2

D e a r  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e ;  ^

Waaqa C a s l t ?  Wllnga a s s l r t u a .  SB-aaq assltuq. 

N a y a a g a q a  e l l t n e u q a g u  K a c c - a m  n a l l u c l q a a  q a n a l r a .  

Igarcllgacllqukuut yugcetun Igarcllgacllqukut Call-llu 

naqlecllgacllqukut. Yugcetun klngan mlkelnguut 

q a la r te la rc lq u t.

K e l l y  L e w i s  
6 t h  G r a d e  
T r e a s u r e  

P . S .  I t  w i l l  h u r t  c u r  f e e l n g s  a n d  I d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  J e t  S B  3 6  
p a s s  a n d  I f  I t  p a s s e s  m y  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r  w o n ' t A a b l e  t o  

t a l k  I n  y u p ' i k .
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P.O. Box 04 Kwigillingok, Ak 
April 17, 1998
House Finance Committee
State Capital
Juneau, Ak 99801-1162

Dear House Finance Committee,

CiiiVgguq SB 38 piaftaageeclu assiituq yum tenun. Kituqan alltenaurat 
yugtun elltenaurilrilt caliyuumilruoilqut maanl. Tuaten pikan 
Kwigillingok clmlrolquq cali-llu yuut elitnauryuumllrlluteng. Kituqan call 
maani Kwigillngokmi yuut kass'atun klingan qalartenglangolqut.

Mikeinguut taun kituqan ellinauryuumlruollqut kllngan-llu kas»*wiun 
qalartenglangluteng. Wangkuta elitnuarvigmi oaknek akluclnrltuukut call 
elitnaurvlgput mlk'nanl, elpecl taugam akiucipairtuci elltnaurvici-llu 
angluni.

I don't like SB 36 because It is bad for our people and our school.

Wang nek,

Kendra Lewis 
5th Grade 
Vice Pres.
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P .O . B ox 8 6  
Kwigillingok. Ak April 17. 1998
House Finance CommitteeState CapitalJuneau. Ak 99801-1182

Dear House Finance Committee,

WHnga assiilkaqa Senate Blll-36- aaq. Elltnaurlsteput Yugtun
( f d l a r o e t u l l t  t a m a r o a o u u m l i i a n k a i  M l k ^ l n g u u t  • l l i n < i u q « i * l i , l l t  P r e - « c h o o l

ami elitnauristengqeresqellukl anglirikuneng Iganeq wall’u naaqineq 
yugtun elisnganiaraat. Yugtun wlinga qalartetuunga yugtun-llu 
qalaterrlainaryugtua unguvallma Iquanun. Kass'atun klingan 
qalarcuumlltua. Yugtun wil qalartelleq assikaqa. Yuurtellruunga yugtun 
qalarteilrlanek nilllua. Taumek wlinga Yugtun qalartelalr!anga.

Wongnok,
John A. John 
5th Grade 
Class Pres.

The students will have a hard time understanding their teacher if only 
english were to be used. The teacher will have no idea what the students 
are talking about.



SENT BYJXerox Telecopier 7021 ; 4-22-88 ; 23U7 { 18074852278;# 5/  ■J

#
c \ o  K w i g i l l i n g o k  S c h o o l  
K w l g l o l l l n g o k  A .K .  9 9 6 2 2  
A p r i l  1 7 , 1 9 9 6

H o u s e  F i a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
S t a t e  C a p i t a l
J u n e a u  A .K .  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  H o u s e  F i a n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

S B  s n - f t a q  fu u tlitu t. S B  3 6 - a a m  a k n iro iiq o k u t. W a n g k u t a  p iy u u m i i ta p u t  

SB36-aaq. Ellmikun tamaryuartuq elltnaurlsteput. SB 36-aaq Itresklu Jall- 
amun wallutaqevkarluku. Ilakavkutqaa wallu llakenrltarpekut.

S B  3 6  Is b a d .  S B  3 6  c a n  h u r t  o u r  f e e l in g s .  W e  d o n ’t  w a n t  S B  3 6 . T h a  

r e a s o n  w h y  Is  w e  will l o s e  E ls ie ,  o u r  Y u p 'ik  t e a c h e r .  W e  n e e d  to  l e a r n  o u r  

y u p ik  c a l tu r e .  D o n t  le t  S B  3 6  b e c o m e - ta w . S B  3 6  Is  a  b a d  Id e a .  P u t  S B  3 6

In the Jail Sincerely,Laura Martin
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P.O. Box 23
Kwigillingok Ak, 99622 
April 17. 1998

House Finance Committee
State Captlal
J u n e a u ,  A k  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

Dear H ouse FInanace Committee,

Wlinga asslllkaqa SB 36-aaq elltnauristet

y u g t u n  q a l a r c a t u l l t  a u g ' a r c l q u t .  P r a - a c h o o l - a t

ellsngalrucllqut yugtun tua-llu kassatun

tarllngevkenaateng. Mlkelnguut tarllngevkenaateng

tuagam yugtun kanrutaqamtegu tarllngetut.

W linga,
Luella Igkurak 
6th grade

P.S. I hat a Senate Bill 36 because the teacher that teach in 

yup'ik will not be in echool. Pr#®ehoolar* won't get to 
understand In yup'ik. Then they won't understand In English. The 

little klda don't understand our teacher that talka In English 

,but If we talk to them In yup'ik they will understand us.
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> .0 . B o x  3 8  
K w ig i l l in g o k ,  AK 9 9 6 2 2  
A p r il  1 7 , 1 9 9 8

House Finance Committee State Capital
.JurtAAU, AK Q Q flO I-1  1fi2

Dear House Finance Committee,

WHnga aesHlkaqe Senate Bill 36-aaq. Elptessnek akllmek 
plklcl. Clknavkenacl, elpetcenek aklnek plklcl. Mlkelnguut 
I11cetcllgec11qut gugcetvn. Mlkelnguut lllcugtut yugcetvn. Elpet una 
naaqsugngakuvgu neaqlu. Wangkuta yugcetvn qalartetuukut naaqlaqluta-Uu 
yugcetvn. Yugcetvn elltnovrlsteput callvkarturyugenka yugcetvun.

P . s  I h a t e  S e n a t e  b i l l  3 6 .

W lin g a
L y le  L e w is
6 th  g r a d e
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P .Q _ _ B a y  7 7  
Kwlgilllingok, Ak 
4 -1 7 -9 8

H o u s e  F l n a n c e C o m m i t e o  

S t a t e  C a p i t a !

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

D e a r  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m l t e e ,

SB 36-aaq assltuq. KItuuqan tauna SB 36-aaq mlkelnguut 

tariingessciigaciiqut kassatstun. Tuall elisskata kassaystun 

yugtestun qalartescilgaliirluteng. Elitnaurlstet maanl 

elitnauriiyuurunaateng.

W l i n g a ,

D a r c y  B e a v e r  
5 t h  g r a d e

P . S .  I r e a l l y  h a t e  S B  3611



Repose n  f a i h \ z .  f i l a r  h  (-fan I c u l ,
C n '-l * ,  . o .  . ,  . , .  0R m . 5 ^ 7 A lask a  S tate  L eg is la to r 

S ta te  C a p ita l  (M S 3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u , A la sk a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1182

A n n ie  K a th e r in e  O b ru k  
S h is h m a re f  H ig h  S ch o o l
P .O . B o x  72 0 4 8  
S h is h m a r e f  A la sk a , 9 9 7 7 2

D e a r  f h  O X  fc . H o T )

I am  w rit in g  to  you in  reg a rd s  to th e  S en a te  B ill 36 .
P le a se  d o  n o t v o te  fo r  th is  b ill b ecau se  too  m u ch  m o n e y  w ou ld  b .  tak en  
fro m  ru ra l  sc h o o ls . T h is  w o u ld  m ean  w e w o u ld  lo se  e x tra c u rr ic u la r  
a c t iv i t ie s  a n d  o th e r  im p o rta n t p ro g ram s fro m  o u r  s c h o o l.

T h e  s c h o o l is  v e ry  m u c h  p a rt o f  the c o m m u n ity , an d  the co m m u n ity  
e n jo y s  w a tc h in g  the b a sk e tb a ll  g am es an d  o th e r  a c tiv it ie s  go in g  on  in  
th e  v i l la g e .

G o in g  to  sch o o l in S h ish m a re f  is  v e ry  im p o rta n t to  m e, b ecau se  I en jo y  
b e in g  w ith  m y  fa m ily  an d  h e lp in g  o u t m y g ra n d p a re n ts . I f  the b ill is 
p a sse d , w e  m ay  no lo n g e r  h av e  a h ig h  sch o o l.

I f  I h a d  to  go to  a b o a rd in g  schoo l, I w o u ld  n o t b e  ab le  to spend  tim e  
w ith  m y  fa m ily  and  w o u ld  n o t le a rn  th in g s  a b o u t m y  c u ltu re .
T o  m e , m y  c u ltu re  is v e ry  im p o rta n t , an d  le a rn in g  th e  w ay  m y 
g ra n d p a re n ts  le a rn e d  w h en  th ey  w e re  y o u n g e r . I e n jo y  lis te n in g  to m y  
g r a n d p a r e n ts ' te l l in g  s to r ie s  a b o u t th e ir  c h ild h o o d .

In c lo s in g , I w ould  ju s t  u rge  you  not to p ass  the b ill.

A n n ie  K a th e rin e  O b ru k  
G rad e : 10th
S h is h m a re f  H igh  S ch o o l S tu d e n t



Rm.v̂i Alaska State Legislator State Capitol (MS3100)Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Leona GoodhopeBox 72012Shishmaref, Alaska 99772

Dear lAf. honicy.
I am writing to you in regards to a senate bill 36.As a student in Shishmaref I believe this bill should not be passed. Why you ask? This bill would affect numerous students in the Bering Strait School District.We like the way our school is now and we don't want to see it change. It would force us to go to school in a boarding school. We, the Shishmaref students, wouldn’t like going to a boarding school. Our families would need our junior and senior high students to help out with subsistance. Our elders are the ones we should be with instead of going to a boarding school and being far away from home. Our elders are going tt need help if most of the Shishmaref students go.What you are doing to our school and the other schools is killing everything that makes school fun such as sports, taking our special ed. teachers, and numerous other things. Do you think that is right?I am really upset about the senate bill 36.

I appreciate you taking your time to read this letter concerning the SB 36.

Grade:10th
Site: Shishmaref School
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A  F a x  f r o m  t h e

A l a s k a  G a t e w a y  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

D a r r o l l  H a r g r a v e s ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
P .O . B o x  2 2 6  

T o k ,  A K  99780
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P h o n e :( 9 0 7 )  8 8 3 -5 1 5 1 F a x :(9 0 7 ) 8 8 3 -4 3 5 6

D e l i v e r  F a x  T o : 

F a x  # : 

S e n d e r :  

S e n d e r 's  P h o n e  #: 

#  o f  P a g e s  S e n t:  

D a t e  F a x  S e n t :

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H a n l e y  

(9 0 7 )4 6 5 -3 8 8 4 ^  2 W S  

B a r b a r l ^ i n e  

(9 0 7 ) 8 8 3 -5 1 5 1  

4  (including this cover sheet) 

A p r i l  9 ,1 9 9 8

M e s s a g e :

Dear Representative Hanley,
The following petitions arrived at my office April 9, 1998. 1 believe they came from the a group of Senior Citizens in the Tok area. These persons all stand in opposition to Senate Bill 36. I will send the originals on to you.
Sincerely,

Some of the people who signed this petition's phone numbers:Dorothy Marunde (907) 883-4601, Lama Sanford (907) 883-5524, Freeman Lolley (907) 883-5934, Lois Morgan (907) 883-5647.
I f  y o u  d r  it r e c e iv e  a l l  o f  t h i s  f a x , p l e a s e  c a l l  (9 07 ) 8 8 3 -5 1 5 1 .



CORRECTION
T H E  F O L L O W I N G  D O C U M E N T ( S )  

H A V E  B E E N  R E F I L M E D  T O  

A S S U R E  L E G I B I L I T Y  O R  P A G I N A T I O N

Central Microfilm Services 
Depaitement o f  Education 
State o f Alaska



Repose a  toU ve \Ac\<y~ VtavAevj Rm.YjC/l Alaska State Legislator State Capitol (MS3100)Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Leona GoodhopeBox 72012Shishmaref,, Alaska 99772

Dear \Ar. hcnuop.
I am ' 'riting to you in regards to a senate bill 36.As a student in Shishmaref I believe this bill should not be passed. Why you ask? This bill would affect numerous students in the Bering Strait School District.We like the way our school is now and we don't want to see it change. It would force us to go to school in a boarding school. We, the Shishmaref students, wouldn't like going to a boarding school. Our families would need our junior and senior high students to help out with subsistance. Our elders are the ones we should be with instead of going to a boarding school and being far away from home. Our elders are going to need help if most of the Shishmaref students go.What you are doing to our school and the other schools is killing everything that makes school fun such as sports, taking our special ed. teachers, and numerous other things. Do you think that is right?I am really upset about the senate bill 36.

I appreciate you taking your time to read this letter concerning the SB 36.
Sincerely,
Grade:10th
Site: Shishmaref School
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A  F a x  f r o m  t h e

A l a s k a  G a t e w a y  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

D a r r o l l  H a r g r a v e s ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
P .O . B o x  2 2 6  

T o k , A K  99780

P h o n e : (9 0 7 ) 8 8 3 -5 1 5 1  F a x :(9 0 7 )  8 8 3 -4 3 5 6

D e l i v e r  F a x  T o : 

F a x  # : 

S e n d e r :  

S e n d e r 's  P h o n e  #: 

#  o f  P a g e s  S e n t :  

D a t e  F a x  S e n t :

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H a n l e y  

( 9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 - 3 8 8 ^  2 # $

B a r b a r a  P in e  

(9 07 ) 8 8 3 -5 1 5 1

4  (including this cover sheet)

A p r i l  9 ,1 9 9 8

M e s s a g e :

Dear Representative Hanley,
The following petitions arrived at my office April 9, 1998. I believe they came from the a group of Senior Citizens in the Tok area. These persons all stand in opposition to Senate Bill 36. I will send the originals on to you.
Sincerely,

;//% < < 'Barbara Pine
Some of the people who signed this petition's phone numbers:Dorothy Marunde (907) 883-4601, Laura Sanford (907) 883-5524, Freeman Lolley (907) 883-5934, Lois Morgan (907) 883-5647.

I f  y o u  d o  n o t  r e c e iv e  a l l  o f  t h i s  fa x , p l e a s e  c a l l  (9 0 7 ) 8 8 3 -5 1 5 1 .
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PETITION AGAINST 

SENATE BILL 36 H " 9 1998

f i t t e r
WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OBJECT TO SENATE BILL 36.
THIS BILL IS UNJUST AND PROMOTES ONE CLASS OF PEOPLE OVER 
ANOTHER. THESE REDUCTIONS TO OUR RURAL SCHOOLS WILL HARM 
OUR CHILDREN FOR GENERATIONS. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO PROVIDE 
QUALITY EDUCATION IN THE RURAL AREAS WITHOUT ADEQUATE 
AND APPROPRIATE FUNDING.

TO TAX PEOPLE WHO ARE ALREADY LIVING BELOW THE POVERTY 
LEVEL IS TO BE IGNORANT OF THE REALITY THAT EXISTS IN RURAL 
ALASKA. TO FURTHER PUNISH RURAL ALASKANS BY TAKING AWAY 
MUCH NEEDED EDUCATIONAL FUNDING PROMOTES AND WIDENS THE 
GAP BETWEEN THE “ HAVES” AND “ THE HAVE NOTS” .

SB 36 WILL DOOM GENERATIONS OF RURAL CHILDREN TO A LIFE OF 
EDUCATIONAL SHORTCOMINGS AND THE INABILITY TO COMPETE 

0  EQUALLY FOR JOBS AND SCHOLARSHIPS.

WE STAND UNITED AGAINST SB 36 AND URGE THE ALASKA 
L'^'ITLATUPkE. ™  STAND WITH RURAL ALASKA AND DEFEAT THIS O

{-I ' , r̂ D

^ X lo / cU l  T t K . n K . t m v D
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PETITION AGAINST 
SENATE BILL 36

RECEIVED
A p R  -  9  1 9 9 8

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OBJECT TO SENATE BILL 36.
THIS BILL IS UNJUST AND PROMOTES ONE CLASS OF PEOPLE OVER 
ANOTHER. THESE REDUCTIONS TO OUR RURAL SCHOOLS WILL HARM 
OUR CHILDREN FOR GENERATIONS. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO PROVIDE 
QUALITY EDUCATION IN THE RURAL AREAS WITHOUT ADEQUATE 
AND APPROPRIATE FUNDING.
TO TAX PEOPLE WHO ARE ALREADY LIVING BELOW THE POVERTY 
LEVEL IS TO BE IGNORANT OF THE REALITY THAT EXISTS IN RURAL 
ALASKA. TO FURTHER PUNISH RURAL ALASKANS BY TAKING AWAY 
MUCH NEEDED EDUCATIONAL FUNDING PROMOTES AND WIDENS THE 
GAP BETWEEN THE “HAVES” AND “THE HAVE NOTS” .
SB 36 WILL DOOM GENERATIONS OF RURAL CHILDREN TO A LIFE OF 
EDUCATIONAL SHORTCOMINGS AND THE INABILITY TO COMPETE 
EQUALLY FOR JOBS AND SCHOLARSHIPS.
WE STAND UNITED AGAINST SB 36 AND URGE THE ALASKA 
L^fLATURE. T n  STAND WITH RURAL ALASKA AND DEFEAT THIS

H ,. f



PETITION AGAINST 
SENATE BILL 36

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OBJECT TO SENATE BILL 36
THIS BILL IS UNJUST AND PROMOTES ONE CLASS OF PEOPLE OVER 
ANOTHER. THESE REDUCTIONS TO OUR RURAL SCHOOLS WILL HARM 
OUR CHILDREN FOR GENERATIONS. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO PROVIDE 
QUALITY EDUCATION IN THE RURAL AREAS WITHOUT ADEQUATE 
AND APPROPRIATE FUNDING.
TO TAX PEOPLE WHO ARE ALREADY LIVING BELOW THE POVERTY 
LEVEL IS TO BE IGNORANT OF THE REALITY THAT EXISTS IN RURAL 
ALASKA. TO FURTHER PUNISH nURAL ALASKANS BY TAKING AWAY 
MUCH NEEDED EDUCATIONAL FUNDING PROMOTES AND WIDENS THE 
GAP BETWEEN THE “HAVES” AND “THE HAVE NOTS” .
SB 36 WILL DOOM GENERATIONS OF RURAL CHILDREN TO A LIFE OF 
EDUCATIONAL SHORTCOMINGS AND THE INABILITY TO COMPETE 
EQUALLY FOR JOBS AND SCHOLARSHIPS.
WE STAND UNITED AGAINST SB 36 AND URGE THE ALASKA

UTVUGvE. to STAND WITH RURAL ALASKA AND DEFEAT THIS

^  /J p / '/ 'l& L s  / / * /
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R e s o l u t i o n  # 9 8 - 6  

O p p o s i t i o n  t o  S B - 3 6  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  G a t e w a y  

S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t ,  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n

W hereas , the Alaska Gateway School District has been in a severe cost 
cutting mode for the past several years; and

W he rea s , the state foundation funding for public schools has not kept 
pace with inflation over the past decade; and

W hereas , the Alaska Gateway School District sees a bleak year though 
the next budget cycle if additional funding isn’t realized; and

W he rea s , certain legislators have shown themselves to be persistent in 
trying to cut even further the funding that REAAs in the rural areas will 
receive; and

W he rea s , the proposed legislation, SB-36, will further reduce the state 
funding to Alaska Gateway School District; and

W he re a s , 32 school districts acioss the state with enrollments of 
21,000 children will be further cut by SB-36; and

W hereas , the sponsors of SB-36 have shown themselves to be parochial 
in their thinking without giving due attention lo the entire needs of the 
state; and further, if the funding cuts in SB-36 are allowed to become 
law, the legislature will have shown itself to be racially biased and may 
violate the constitutional rights to equal protection of the law; and

W he rea s , the Alaska Gateway School District Board of Education believes 
that support should be given to increasing funding for all school districts 
in the state of Alaska to account for inflation over the past decade;

Now therefore be it resolved, by the Members of the Alaska Gateway 
School D istrict Board of Education that the legislature be asked to vote 
against SB-36 in any form;



R e so lu t io n  #98-6 
p a g e  2

And further, that the legislature be encouraged to increase foundation 
funding in the current statute which will allow additional funding for 
every school and student in the state of Alaska whether urban or rural.

L a r r y  W e is z , S f: ,  S c lrodT B oa rd  Pi d n t

Tom  T e a s d a le ,  S choo l B o a rd  V ic e - P re s id e n t^ u d i c ,  o y n u u i  o u d i u . v  i v c t i  c o i u c i i t  *  L /cue  j

_____________________________________________________

Don S p i t l e r ,  S croo I B oa rd  M em b e r



T h e  A l a s k a  F a r m  B u r e a u  IB ’8
P .O .  B o x  2 4 1 0  • P a l m e r ,  A K  9 9 6 4 5  

F a x  7 4 5 - 2 7 2 7

29 March 1998

POSITION STATEMENT ON SCHOOL FUNDING ISSUES

It is the position and belief of the Alaska Farm Bureau that no group of Alaska school 
children should have to suffer the loss of state education dollars. While the Alaska 
Farm Bureau acknowledges the cost of operating a school district has gone up since 
the advent of the current funding formula, there are certain inequities in the current 
funding formula. It is our opinion that the solution should not be to increase funding to 
urban areas of the state by taking dollars away from the Rural and Bush areas. The 
current version of SB36 proposes to take dollars away from 32 of the 54 school districts 
and redistribute those funds to the remaining 22 districts.
Thank you for tr ,ng the time to review our feelings on this important issue.

Respectfully submitted:

Robert Franklin, President



M a r c h  31, 1 9 9 8
A P R  1 4  1 9 9 8

Honorable House of Representative Member 
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative:

I am writing to you to ask you to vote no on SB36. This bill will drastically effect 
education in the rural setting. As it is the city schools have many advantages over the 
rural villages. This bill would only take more from us. I find it ironic and hypocritical 
that some of those republicans who voted for SB36 are those who earlier stood in front 
of the TV cameras and said we want to support “all the children of Alaska" Are the 
children iri the villages not as important as the city school children? Do they not have 
the same rights to succeed?

I wish those who voted in favor of this bill would come to rural Alaska and live, 
not just visit, for a day or two, in order to understand the impact that passing this bill 
would have. Schools in rural Alaska are more than buildings that serve to educate. 
They are the center of most rural communizes, they are where everything happens,

It also infuriates me when I hear that rural Alaska does not pay their share.
Many of the businesses and organizations, including the legislature, exist because of 
rural Alaska.

How can we truly educate without the tools to do so? Is this bill really what is 
best for f l IL  Alaskan children? I don’t think so and I do not think the people of Alaska 
think so either. I urge you to vote against this piece of legislature.

Sincerely,
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A p r i l  9 , 1 9 9 8
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Honorable Sir,

We need to re-assess priorities.
No one to whom I've spoken wants a balanced budget more than they want to serve all of Alaskas 

children with a good basic education
1 have never suffered the notion that rural schools have to have science labs equal to 

Anchorages, nor arts programs the quality of Juneaus, nor even sports programs good as Ketchikans. I 
do think it is of paramount importance that we do everything we can to insure that EVERY child in 
Alaska has the opportunity to leant to read, write, figure, think, and learn.

Unless we enjoy spending money on social services for under-acheivers (including unwed 
mothers and substance abusers), refonn schools, prisons and many other 'too-little-too-late' remedial 
efforts; we need to be sure to empower our children by teaching them to use their brains.

We have a lot to be proud of in our district. We have children being fostered in our communities 
who are doing better academically than they were in the larger communities from which they came. Oh 
yes, a caring family is part of the solution...but, that caring family is here in the bush.

Our district has moved a long way toward solving the labor/management divisiveness and has 
greatly increased the time, money and spirit available for child education by implementing Collaborative 
Contract Review...getting a thrifty three year contract with our teachers...and untold good-will!

We are well on our way to implementing the standards recently formulated by the state and are 
about to begin the Alaska Onward To Excellance program which is designed to involve all strata of 
community in developing educational goals.

We do our own superintendent search, in order to save money, to assure that we'll get a good fit, 
AND to practice inclusion...we use an eleven person committe involving teachers, office staff and board 
members to recommend to the board a short list and to participate in the in-person interviews prior to the 
board making the final choice.

We'll save a bundle because we're moving our central office from Ketchikan to the classrooms in 
the gym in Thorne Bay, the only gym in the district, by the way.

We've just totally over-hauled our policy, utilizing the professional services of AASB, and once 
again, doing it ourselves, getting a good fit and saving money.

We're going to save money self-insuring our employees benefits package. We invited teachers 
and office staff to join the committee to investigate and recommend to the board; resulting in good 
decisions, more inclusion and yet more good will!

All of us came to the great Alaskan bush for our own reasons... those reasons all have to do with 
the quality of life; none of us intended to saci ifice the quality of our childrens education in order to realize 
our bush Alaska dream.

To quote one of our teachers,"We may be LITTLE, we may be PODUNK, but we're GOOD!"
She's right.

Please apply your considerable talents to finding a belter way to satisfy your qu.ie reasonable 
devotion to fiscal responsibility.

Southeastlsland School District 
8048 Kosciusko Drive,
Edna Bay, Alaska 99917
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H onorable H ouse o f  Representative M em ber 

Juneau, A laska

Dear Representative:

A s a m em b er  o f  E dna Bay C om m unity , I s trongly urge you to find a 

m ore equ itab le  w ay  to fund all o f  our ch i ld ren ’s education other than 

SB36. S B 36  threatens all areas o f  rural lifestyle. M y com m unity  is the 

result o f  the state land sale program  and has a lw ays strongly supported 

public education; financially , personally, and physically.

C urren tly , our school enro llm en t is low er than S B 3 6 ’s required 

attendance  o f  10. If  SB 36 passes and our school closes, it is going to force 

m any fam ilies in our com m unity  to relocate and change their livelihood. I 

d o n ’t believe boarding schools or correspondence study are  viable or 

reasonable  a lternatives for our ch ild ren’s education.

Please vo te  N O  on S B 3 6 . 1 am certain you can  find a better answ er to 

our educa tion  funding problem s than SB36.

I s incerely  thank you for taking m e seriously.

Sincerely,

A p r i l  2 ,  1 9 9 8
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D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H a n l e y ,

I have lived in rural A laska fo r 20+ years and have seen a grea t deal o f  change in rural 
education . In  the la te 1970’s educa tion  w as valued in “bu sh” A la sk a  and m any studen ts w orked  
hard  to p ro v e  they w ere the equal o f  “those” ou ts ide th e  village. In m any cases the h a rd  w ork  and 
im po rtan ce  p laced  on education  paved the w ay fo r success today  and suppo rted  the p rem ise  o f 
equal ab ility . In  v illages today, young  peop le  w ho  w ere  first expo sed  to “w estern  edu ca tion” in 
the ‘70s a re  b eg inn ing  to  em erge as leaders in th e ir com m un ities. In  the pas t ten to tw e lve  years, I 
h av en ’t seen  the sam e im po rtan ce  p laced  on education  by to d ay ’s s tuden ts no r do  I see it reflec ted  
in com m un itie s ’ a ttitudes tow ard education . U nfortunate ly , in  m any  ru ral A laskan  com m unities, 
schoo ls h ave becom e ju s t ano th er resou rce to be  tapped  by  the com m un ity  fo r em ploym ent, 
recreation , en terta inm en t, and com m un ity  m eetings. In th ese  com m un ities, schoo ls are no lo ng e r 
seen as p ro v id e rs  o f  a  se rv ice  fo cu sed  on p reparing  young  p eop le  fo r the fu ture. M any  so lu tions 
have been con sid e red  and  som e have m erit, bu t SB36 is no t one o f  these.

A ccoun tab ility  is needed in schoo ls th roughou t A laska. The sta te has begun a m uch 
needed m ovem en t tow ard  accoun tab ility  w ith the adop tion  o f  standards id en tify ing  w ha t studen ts 
should know  and  be  ab le  to do  as a resu lt o f public schoo ling . T he im p lem en ta tion  o f  an “ex it 
ex am ” in 2002, m andated  s tandard ized  testing, and the G ov e rn o r’s E ducationa l In itia tive are till 
positive steps. M ee ting  these s tandards and requ irem en ts is no t beyond  the capab ilities o f  rural 
students, bu t they w ill d e fin ite ly  no t be able lo m ee t th em  i f  th e ir edu ca tiona l oppo rtun ity  is taken 
aw ay .

I w ou ld  no t b e  opposed  to SB36 if  I truly believed the intent w as educational refo rm  
and accoun tab ility . H ow ever, I sec the bill as sim p ly  a  v enue fo r sh ifting  m oney from  one area  o f  
the sta le  to ano th er ra the r than an e ffo rt to im prove the qua lity  o f  edu ca tion  statew ide. T he  tim ing 
o f  SB 36 m akes m e th ink  o f  the oppo rtun is t w ho has s tood  by qu ie tly  w h ile  gunm en hooraw  the 
towm; then, w h ile  ev e ryone  is s till try ing lo m ake sen se  o f  w ha t has happened , w alks in and takes 
w ha t lie o r sh e  w ants. R ura l schoo ls have been to ld they w ill h ave to m ee t new  standards in 3 to 4 
years o r face the po ten tia l c lo sing  o f  schools. N ow , th ey  are be ing  to ld  they  w ill a lso h ave to do  it 
w ith less m oney. A t the sam e lime, under SB36, u ib an  d istric ts a re  be ing  to ld  they  w ill h ave to 
m eet the sam e s tandards and w ill have to do it w ith  m ore  m oney.

T he  rheto ric and bom bast has centered on the issu e  o f  m oney . T he d iscu ss ion  ough t to 
cen te r on p rov is ion  o f  an equ itab le  educational p rog ram  sta tew ide th a t m eets local needs. A fte r 
de te rm ina tion  o f  w hat con stitu tes  an equ itab le  p rogram , de te rm ina tion  o f  financial costs shou ld  be  
m ade based  on co s t d ifferen tia ls. Fo r instance, the need  fo r a  chem is try  lab  ex ists  in K enai bu t no t 
in the schoo l I am  in. H ow ever, I b e lieve  the need fo r a  w oods and m eta l shop  is p robab ly  g rea te r 
in K ong ig anak  than the need  fo r a chem istry  lab is in  K enai i f  w e lo ok  a t the percen t o f  students 
w ho w ill use each  facility .

Every  schoo l and every  distric t can cite financial w o e s . A nchorage can speak  honestly  
o f ov e rc row ded  c la ssroom s and h igh  tran spo rta tion  costs. I can  sp eak  abou t w ork ing  in  a  bu ild ing  
bu ilt lo r 75 s tud en ts  bu t hou s in g  119 - 159% o f  p lanned  capacity . T h is sam e bu ild ing  is bu ilt like 
a w arehou se  w ith  g rades 3-12 taugh t in one large open  area. N o ise  and d is trac tion s a re  a  w ay  o f  
life in th is b u ild ing  bu t w e do no t h ave the m oney to  fix the p rob lem . I can  speak o f  a 90,000 
gallon w a te r supp ly  to se rv e  the schoo l for ISO days, ba rring  w eekend  activ ities. T h is com es to a 
little ov e r 3 ga llon s p e r d ay  pe r person w hen w e figu re  s tuden ts and  em p loyees in the bu ild ing.



T he supp ly  a lso  serves the ba th ing  and w ash ing needs o f  s ta ff  and fam ilies in add ition to the 
no rm al need s o f  schoo l food service, cleaning, and san ita tion . T o opera te  at all, w e m ust gen e ra te  
o u r ow n p ow e r and now  have to rep lace the pow er p lan t floo r because  the genera to rs are s ink ing  
th rough  it. T h e  w a te r sto rage tank has settled so w e a lso  need to re-plumb and bu ild  a  new  
utilidor. T he  bu ild in g ’s floo rs are ro tting  and w e are p a tch in g  spo ts as they  becom e dangerous. 
O ne hund red  fou rteen  o f  one hundred n ineteen s tuden ts qua lify  fo r free o r reduced  m eals. W e 
serve  b reak fast to app rox im ate ly  95 students and 110 lunches every  day. T hese  a re  facts and  they 
d iffe r m ark ed ly  from  the facts an urban a rea w ou ld  cite. W ha t ne ith e r o f  th ese positions dea ls w ith  
is the educa tiona l p rog ram  being offered.

A n equitable educational program  in rural A laska costs m ore than in the u rban areas. 
E conom y  o f  sca le  and prox im ity  are reality. F o r exam ple, w e w ere connec ted  to the In te rn e t in 
Janua ry  o f  th is yea r and are trying to take advan tage o f  w hat m odern techno logy has to offer. 
S h ipp ing  o f  o u r com pu te r lab tab les w as go ing to co s t ju s t ov e r $1,500 to site  o r app rox im ate ly  
$860 if I cou ld  p ick  them  up  in A nchorage. T ravel fo r 12 studen ts and tw o chaperones to a nearby  
v illage  for academ ic  com petition co s t $T,6S0. L ast y ea r u tilities for the site w ere budge ted  at 
$ 118,800 and  I w as ju s t no tified  Ihe pro jected co s t overrun  w as $17,100. T ha t com es to 
app rox im a te ly  $1,142 per s tuden t fo r u tilities alone. A t a  com parab le  rate, a schoo l o f  2,000 cou ld  
expec t a  u tility  bill o f  $2,284,000, bu t this is no t the co s t in A ncho rag e  o r Fairbanks.

T he b read th  and depth o f  the educational p rog ram  w ill be, and shou ld  be, g reater in 
u rban  areas. But, there  arc still fundam en ta l needs in rural A lask a  such  as instructo rs, suppo rt 
personnel, m ateria ls, supplies, facilities, and m ain tenance tha t are go ing  to  co s t m ore because  o f  
size  and location .

O ften people d isag ree w ith a p roposa l, as I d o  w ith  SB36, w ithou t offering  alternative 
p ro po sa ls  o r possib ilities. I d islike that tendency, so here  goes:

1. W ith  the m easures now  in place I believe the G o v e rn o r’s Initiative sh o u ld  be m ade 
m ore d e f in itiv e  and tim elines pu t in place. In the nex t tw o years, schoo l years 1998-99and 1999- 
2 0 0 0 , sch oo ls  shou ld  be put on no tice that if  they do no t m ee t a  floo r on standard ized  testing  (say a 
12% ga in  fo r any schoo l curren tly  hav ing school w ide sco res below  30 and a m in im um  o f  th e 25th 
percen tile) th ey  w ill be taken over by the state and  local adv iso ry  boards d isso lved. T hey  w ill then 
have tw o y ea rs  from  the tim e o f  sla te  takeover to m ake the floo r set by  the state. I a lso be lieve the 
exit ex am  shou ld  be used as one de icrm in ing  factor. In any four-year period, schoo ls w ou ld  be 
requ ired  to hav e  at least 75% o f  s tuden ts tak ing  the ex it exam  pass it in  o rder to rem ain  a  non-
pn  ihalionary  school. Schools that d o n ’t m eet baseline c rite ria  w ill be  c lo sed  o r dow nsized. 
E ducation  w ou ld  then be o ffered  th rough d istance de livery  and co rrespondence stud ies w ith  
teachers, L . , e r  in num ber, ac ting  as facilitators.

2. C onso lid ation  o f d istric ts - There are several areas i r  the state w here sing le site 
schoo ls  a rc  su rrounded  by a multi-site school distric t. A lso, such  as on  P rin ce  o f  W ales Island, 
there arc m u ltip le  sm all school d istricts that, 1 believe, w ou ld  benefit from  conso lidation . T here  are 
cu rren tly  27 schoo l d istric ts in the sta le w ith en ro llm en ts u nde r 500. A s long as the ba ttle  lin es are 
draw n, I be liev e  now  w ould be a good time to in troduce con so lida tion  as an a lte rna tiv e to sh ifting  
o f  m oney.

3. C lo s in g  small schoo , - S im ilar in nature is the idea o f  c lo sing  small schoo ls . T here 
are 77 schoo ls  in th e state w ith en ro llm en ts betw een 1-25. E ven  if  th ese w ere all two-teacher 
schools, I w ou ld  question  the educationa l efficacy o f  a  schoo l w here  tw o teachers w ere try ing  to 
cove r all the s tandard s for 13 grade levels.



4. Inco rpo ra te  technolog ical delivery sy stem s in small schoo ls . U s in g  in tegrated 
lea rn ing  sy s tem s (ILS); d istance  de live ry  system s such as those on-line cou rses o ffe red  by  N o rth  
D ako ta  (NDIS), STEP/STAR, and G alena; m any sm all schoo ls cou ld  o ffe r m ost m andated  cou rses 
via de livered  instruction . T he teachers at s ite  w ou ld then b ecom e m ore like fac ilita tors than actual 
in structo rs. U se  o f  techno logy  w ou ld  be less labo r in tensive a t site and d istric ts  w ou ld  be ab le  to 
save on pe rsonne l costs by  m ak ing  on-line in structo rs and s tuden ts responsif le fo r m ore o f  the 
learn ing. A s fac ilita to rs, teachers cou ld  ove rsee  and assis t w ith severa l cou rses and severa l 
cu rricu la r areas. I f  th is w ere the case, the size  o f  bu ild ings in the v illage w ou ld  be reduced  and 
concom itan tly  m ain tenance costs etc. w ou ld  go  down. A ustra lia ’s School-of-the-Air m igh t b e  a 
good m odel to exp lo re  if  p rov is ion  o f  education  to h igh ly scattered  popu la tions o v e r long d istances 
was to be done Ifom  a cen tra l location.

5. E stab lish  reg iona l bo a rd ing  schoo ls . It appears con trary  to com m on sen se  to sp end  
m ore  m oney in d istric ts w here  s tuden ts arc successfu l a fte r tak ing it aw ay from  d istric ts  w ith  
poo rly  p e rfo rm ing  students. I f  edu ca tion  in ru ral schoo l is no t keep ing  pace, u se  th e m oney  be ing  
taken from  v illag e  schoo ls to e stab lish  reg iona l h igh schoo ls w here v illage s tuden ts cou ld  board  
anil lake adv an tag e  o f  the broad range educationa l p rogram s en joyed  by s tuden ts in  th e m ore urban 
d istric ts.

6 . E stab lish  an educational buy ing co-op m odeled after the K ing C oun ty  D irecto rs 
A ssoc ia tion  (KCDA) ou t o f  W ash ing ton . T h is  co-op w ou ld  serve all o f  A la sk a ’s schoo ls  and 
distric ts and b ring  abou t som e un ifo rm ity  in w hat m ateria ls  and supplies are used  th roughou t the 
sta te th rough  bu lk  buying, com pe titiv e  pric ing, and low er cost.

S incere ly ,

P rincipal
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D e a r  * W  ’
T h is  le t te r  is in  reg a rd s  to the S ena te  B ill 36. W h a t  you  are 

d o in g  is v e ry  u n e th ic a l  to  R u ra l  A laska . B o a rd in g  s c h o o ls  w o u ld  
p r o b a b ly  c o m e  b a c k  to R u ra l  A laska . T h is  w o u ld  be a re g re s s io n  in 
e d u c a t io n  in  R u ra l  A la sk a .  W e  th ink it is u n e th ic a l  b e c a u s e  m o s t  o f  
th e  s tu d e n ts  tha t go to  S h is h m a re f  H igh  S ch o o l d o n 't  w a n t  to go  to 
b o a rd in g  sch o o ls .  Li w e  w en t  to board ing  sc h o o ls  i t  w o u ld  a ffec t  o u r  
w a y  o f  life .  F a m il ie s  n e ed  the help from  th e ir  c h i ld re n  fo r  
s u b s is te n c e .  A  s u b s is te n c e  l ife s ty le  is v e ry  im p o r ta n t  to fa m il ie s  th a t
l iv e  in  S h ish m a re f .  It is im p o r ta n t  b ecau se  tha t is w h e re  w e  ge t 
m o s t  o f  o u r  fo od  w e live on.

T h e  S en a te  B ill  36 w o u ld  also a ffec t  o u r  e d u c a t io n  by  tak ing
a w a y  th e  sp e c ia l  e d u c a t io n  p ro g ram , v o c a t io n a l  e d u c a t io n  p ro g ra m , 
e x t r a c u r r i c u la r  a c t iv i t ie s ,  th e  l ib ra ry ,  the c o m p u te r  lab s ,  th e  a id es
th a t  h e lp  the s tu d e n ts ,  an d  the  s ta f f  tha t m a k e  e d u c a t io n  p o ss ib le .

T h e  a t ta c h e d  s ig n a tu re s  a re  S h is h m a re f  r e s id e n t s  o p p o s in g  SB
3 6 .

S in c e r e ly ,

S h i s h m a r e f  H i g h  S c h o o l

mailto:kgalusha@shishmaref.bssd.schoolzone.net
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Kim Smith 
P.O. Box NKI 
Naukati, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley 
Room 507 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

My Name is Kimberly Smith. I am an eleventh grade student at Naukati 
Schooi. I am writing in concern about Senate Bill 36. What will happen to 
the future of the children whose schools are closed? I know you’re trying 
to do good things, and the only way I can see that happening is if you do 
not vote for Senate bill 36. All I ask is you consider all the possibilities 
of saving our schools rather than getting rid of them. Thank you.

Sincerely,



Mike Howard 
Box NKI -
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Hanley, Mark 
Republican, Dist. 1 2 
Capital Room 507

Honorable Representative Hanley,

Hi, my name is Mike Howard and I go to  school in Naukati.

I th ink it is unfair to  fund schools tha t have more students because they 
are in cities. In the rural areas funding has already reduced our sports and 
music has been cut. I am asking you to  vote against SB 36.

Thank you fo r reading my le tte r.

S incere ly ,

Mike Howard



P.O. Box NKI 
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley 
Room 507 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

I am opposed to  Senate Bill 36 fo r the following reasons: It is 
irresponsible to  set 10 as a minimum number fo r funding. All students 
deserve an equal opportun ity fo r an education. Winners and losers are 
created by SB 36. D istric ts are p itted  against d is tric ts in a battle  fo r 
red istribu tion o f funding.

Please consider the needs o f all children and vo te  against SB 36. 

S incere ly .



Representative Mark Hanley 
Room 507 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

P.O. B o x  N K I

Ketchikan, A K  9 9 9 5 0

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

I am opposed to  Senate Bill 36 fo r the following reasons: It is 
irresponsible to  set 10 as a minimum number fo r funding. All students 
deserve an equal opportun ity fo r an education. Winners and losers are 
created by SB 36. D istricts are p itted  against d is tric ts in a battle  fo r 
red is tribu tion  o f funding.

Please consider the needs o f all children and vo te  against SB 36. 

S incere ly ,



Representative Mark Hanley 
Room 507 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

P.O. B o x  NKI

Ketchikan, A K  9 9 9 5 0

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

I am opposed to  Senate Bill 36 fo r the follow ing reasons: It is 
irresponsible to  set 10 as a minimum number fo r funding. All students 
deserve an equal opportun ity fo r an education.. Winners and losers are 
created by SB 36. D istricts are p itted  against d is tric ts in a battle  fo r 
red is tribu tion o f funding.

Please consider the needs o f all children and vo te  against SB 36. 

S incere ly ,



P.O. Box NKI 
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley 
Room 507 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

I am opposed to  Senate Bill 36 fo r the follow ing reasons: It is 
irresponsible to  set 10 as a minimum number fo r fund ir^ . All students 
deserve an equal opportun ity fo r an education. Winners and losers are 
created by SB 36. D istricts are p itted  against d is tric ts  in a ba ttle  fo r 
red is tribu tion  o f funding.

Please consider the needs o f all children and vo te  against SB 36. 

S ince re ly ,



P.O. Box NKI 
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley 
Room 507 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

I am opposed to  Senate Bill 36 fo r the following reasons: It is 
irresponsible to  set 10 as a minimum number fo r funding. All students 
deserve an equal opportun ity fo r an education. Winners and losers are 
created by SB 36. D istric ts are p itted  against d istric ts in a ba ttle  fo r 
red istribu tion o f funding.

Please consider the needs o f all children and vote against SB 36. 

S incere lv.





P.O. Box NKI 
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley 
Room 507 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

I am opposed to  Senate Bill 36 fo r the following reasons: It is 
irresponsible to  set 10 as a minimum number fo r funding. All students 
deserve an equal opportun ity  fo r an education. Winners and losers are 
created by SB 36. D istric ts are p itted against d is tric ts in a battle  fo r 
red is tribu tion o f funding.

Please consider the needs o f all children and vote against SB 36.



'

P.O. Box NKI 
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley 
Room 507 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

I am opposed to  Senate Bill 36 fo r the following reasons: It is 
irresponsible to  set 10 as a minimum number fo r funding. All students 
deserve an equal opportun ity fo r an education. Winners and losers are 
created by SB 36. D istric ts are p itted  against d is tric ts in a battle  fo r 
red istribu tion o f funding.

Please consider the needs o f all children and vote against SB 36. 

S incere ly,



Representative Mark Hanley 
Room 507 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

P.O. B o x  NK I

Ketchikan, A K  9 9 9 5 0

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

I am opposed to  Senate Bill 36 fo r the following reasons: It is 
irresponsible to  se t 10 as a minimum number fo r funding. All students 
deserve an equal opportun ity fo r an education. Winners and losers are 
created by SB 36. D istricts are p itted against d is tric ts  in a ba ttle  fo r 
red is tribu tion  o f funding.

Please consider the needs o f all children and vo te  against SB 36. 

S incere ly ,

C ■Am . <3 LÛo\'<L



P.O. Box NKI 
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley 
Room 507 
S tate Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

I am opposed to  Senate Bill 36 fo r the following reasons: It is 
irresponsible to  set 10 as a minimum number fo r funding. All students 
deserve an equal opportun ity fo r an education. Winners and losers are 
created by SB 36. D istricts are p itted  against d is tric ts  in a battle  fo r 
red is tribu tion  o f funding.

Please consider the needs o f all children and vo te  against SB 36. 

S incere ly ,



Maria K. Porter 
P.O. Box NKI 
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley 
Room 507 
S tate Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

My name is Maria K. Porter. I live in Southeast Alaska on Prince o f Wales 
Island. Please take part in saving our schools and vote against Senate Bill 
36.

S ince re ly ,

Maria K. Porter



Je ff Weinke 
P.O. Box NKI 
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Harney 
Room 507 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

My name is Je ff Weinke and I am a ninth grade student a t Naukati School. I 
would Appreciate it if you would vo te  against SB 36. This bill would cut 
funding to  rural schools and force closure o f small schools. Thank you

9 i n r p r p l v



Tucker Thompson 
Box NKI -
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Hanley, Mark 
Republican, Dist. 12 
Capital Room 507

Honorable Representative Hanley,

My nar ie is Tucker Thompson. I am an 8 th  grade student a t Naukati 
School. I am writing to  you about my concerns on SB 36. I am asking you 
to  vo te  a gainst th is bill because it w ill decrease our schools funding and 
force closure o f the smaller schools.

S incere ly ,

Tucker Thompson



Thomas C. Ruckman 
P.O. Box NKI 
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley 
Room 5Q7 
S tate Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

I am an 8 th grade student a t Naukati School. My name is Thomas C. 
Ruckman. I am writing to  you because I th ink SB 36 is not fair. I don’t  
th ink th a t large schools should ge t money a t the expense o f small schools. 
I would immensely appreciate it if  you would vo te  against Senate Bill 36. 
Thank you.

S ince re ly ,

Thomas C. Ruckman



Amber Carl 
Box NKI -
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Hanley, Mark 
Republican, Dist. 1 2 
Capital Room 507

Honorable Representative Hanley,

My name is Amber Carl. I’m one o f 38 students at Naukati School. 
Naukati is in Southeast Island School D istric t. If SB 36 passes, 5 o f our 
schools would close. I would appreciate it  if  you would vo te against SB
36.
Thank you for your time!

S incere ly

Ambeir Carl



Cassandra Huffman 
P.O. Box NKI 
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley 
Room 507 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

My name is Cassandra Huffman, I am twelve years old and in the seventh 
grade at Naukati School in Naukati, Alaska. I am writing to  ask you to  vote 
against Senate Bill 36 fo r many reasons,
I th ink all students deserve a chance to  have a fair education, even if they 
live in a rural area w ith ten or fewer students. Senate Bill 36 is going to  
close many schools and take away the chance to  get an education who live 
in a rural area. It will aiso reduce funding from schools like my school 
tha t has 38 students and give the funding to  larger schools.
Our schools already have funding tha t can’t  get much lower. Students 
shouldn’t  get less o f an education ju s t because they happen to  live in a 
rural area. Students should all have the same chance to  get a good 
education.

Thank you fo r listening to  my concerns about Senate Bill 36. I hope you 
make the decision to  vo te  against th is bill.

S incere ly ,

Cassandra Hurrman



Ryan Holmes 
P.O. Box NKI 
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley 
Room 507 
S tate Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Reo. Mark Hanley:

My name is Ryan Holmes. I am 13 years old and I live in Naukati, Alaska. 
I’m w riting th is le tte r to  you because I want you to  realize tha t if you 
vote fo r Senate Bill 36, and if it passes, five o f our schools in Southeast 
Island School D istric t will be closed because o f too few students. This 
will also e ffe c t funding fo r school supplies such as computers, books, and 
paper. I really appreciate you reading my le tte r and I hope you have taken 
my concerns into consideration.

S incere ly ,

I



Desiree Watkins 
P.O. Box NKI 
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley 
Room 507 
State Capicol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

My name is Desiree Marie Watkins. I’m in the sixth grade at Naukati School 
which has 38 students. I am writing in concern o f Senate bill 36. I am 
asking you prevent SB 36 from being passed. I am very aware o f th is bill 
and do not believe a bill tha t is unfair to  kids should be passed. Ali kids 
should have an equal opportun ity to  an education. Five o f cur d is tr ic t’s 
schools would lose funding if the bill passes. I’m asking you to  vote 
against Senate Bill 36.

Thank you fo r taking your time to  read th is and taking th is le tte r into 
considera tion .

S incere ly ,

Desiree Watkins



■

Bryan Thompson 
Box NKI -
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Hanley, Mark 
Republican, Dist. 12 
Capital Room 507

Honorable Representative Hanley,

Hi, my name is Bryan Thompson. I live in Naukati Bay Alaska. I am 12 
years old. I am concerned about Senate Bill 36. With all due respect sir, I 
th ink you are makiing a big mistake, because if th is bill passes it will 
shut down many schools in Southeast Alaska and we wouldn’t  get an 
education. I would be happy if you would vote against th is bill.

Thank You,
Bryan Thompson



josh  C. Musser 
Box NKI -
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Hanley, Mark 
Republican, Dist. 12 
Capital Room 507

Honorable Representative Hanley,

I am Josh Musser from Naukati School. I am w riting about SB 36. I th ink 
it is unfair to  fund schools w ith large numbers and no t those w ith smaller 
numbers. All children deserve an equal opportun ity fo r an education. Five 
Southeast Island Schools will close if the bill passes.

I am in the  8 th  grade. I am 14 years old and want an education.
Please vo te  against SB 36.

S incere ly ,

Josh C. Musser



Duke Ramsdell 
Box NKI -
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Hanley, Mark 
Republican, Dist. 12 
Capital Room 507

Honorable Representative Hanley,

I am in the 9 th  grade and I am writing to  you in regards to  Senate Bill 36. 
Please vo te  against th is bill. Small schools would lose funding and some 
would have to  close. The big schools should not be ge tting  most o f the 
funding. Education should be available to  all students, regardless o f 
where they live.

Please vo te against SB 36.

S incere ly ,

Duke Ramsdell


