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April 15, 1998

Mr. David Townsend
General Delivery
Menta.ua, AK 99780

Dear David,

Thank you for contacting me regarding Senate Bill 36 (SB 36). This

bill is a very unacceptable redistribution and reallocation of state

education funding. | strongly opposed SB 36 as it passed throughthe
Senate, but the bill had enough support from Anchorage, Mat-Su, and
Fairbanks legislators to pass out of the Senateon a vote of 12 in

favor and 8 ** 'osed.

SB 36 reallocates over $32 milii'n in education funding from rurall/
bush school districts to our larger urban centers. Under the current
provisions of SB 36, more than 21,000 students are in school
districts whose funding would be reduced. This bill as written will
lead to the closure of many of our smaller schools and result in
funding shortages for rural/bush schools that will significantly affect
their ability to offer quality, balanced educational programs.

SB 36 is currently being considered in the committee process in the
House. | am hopeful that either the bill will not pass that body, or it
will be substantially rewritten to address the many problems and
inequities.  Should SB 36 pass in a format similar to what we see at
this point, Governor Knowles has pledged to veto the.hilL

Thank you again for contacting me on this very critical issue. |
firmly believe that all of Alaska’s children are our most important
resource, and we cannot jeopardize basic educational needs in
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rural/bush areas cf the state to provide extra services to our urban
schools. | will continue to work with my colleagues in the legislature
in opposition to any rewrite of the education formula that does not
fairly recognize educational needs and realities statewide. Your
letters, resolutions, faxes, and Public Opinion Messages are of much
assistance in our efforts. You do make a difference!

In friendship,

£ eorgianna Lincoln
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FO Box 201
Kipnuk, Alaska 99614

April 21,1998

House Finance Committee

Dear Sirs:

In theaa timea where funding Is tight each legislator strives to £et
as much educational funding for his district as possible. However,
collectively these legislators have a responsibility to provide education
for all Alaska's children. This point was made clear when the federal
Poyernmen_t withdrew educational funding to Alaska through the Bureau of
ndian Affairs. One of the main reasons given was that education was the
responsibility of the state. In educational issues the legislature must
work together to ensure adequate education?! opportunities for all of

Alaska’s people.

Consider the impact of SB-36. The hurt SB-36 would cause across
the state far outweighs the advantages It would produce for particular
sections of the state. Given that the legislature's task is to provide
educational opportunities for all of Alaska's children, DO NOT PASS SB-36.

Statewide it will do more harm than good.

Sincerely,

Eunice Dock

QI7~HLS-X37 |
*"*EgaC-'Doc/lt
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Lower
Kuskokwim
Schoo]
D istric

Technology Assisted Instruction
P.O. Box 305 e Bethel, Alaska 99559

907 543-4B00
To: House Finance Coinmittdfe
From: BobMedinger
D ate: 4/21/9S 1 A
Re: COMMENTS/TESTIMONY ONI/SB-36

SB-36 is predicated on a flawed study, inaccurate interpretations, and
categorical limits that are not based on any sort of an equitable basis.

The purpose of the ALASKA SCHOOL OPERATING COST STUDY as stated on
the first page of the January 31, 1998 report which was prepared by
the McDowell Group is :

“to determine the differences in costs of school operations
that arise from differences in school size (student
population in a funding community) and geographic location,
for the purpose of providing information necessary to make
changes to the public school funding formula."

For a number of reasons the study falls short of this objective.
These shortcomings are so serious that the study's findings should
be disregarded when determining the allocation of state funding for

education.

Large portions of school district budgets were omitted from the
cost comparison. Because of the large size of these omissions,
the formula for computing the area cost differentials may need
to be revised in the near future, even though the authors of

the study contend otherwise.

Omitted from the cost comparison were salaries for both classified
staff and certificated teaching staff, as well as the

dollars spent on professional services and purchased services.

In some school districts the omitted items exceed 80 percent of the



district operating budget. There are no school districts for which
the omitted items are” less than one-half ihe operating budget.

The authors of the study claim that; "the state of Alaska will no longer
have to go thirteen yoars and to considerable expense before updating and
improving the system for allocation of aid for education.”

(Supplemeéntal Summary, dated February 12,1998, page 2.)

By this statement the authors are implying that the Department of
Education need onl J)Iug revised data into the proposed formula in
order to get updated cost differentials that = accurately portray
future conditions. Given the Iaage size of the omitted line items,

no Such Implication can be drawn. Even if, contrary to fact,
omission of the items caused no serious bias today, futire changes

in the omitted items may well caused the proposed formula to produce
increasingly inaccurate ‘estimates over time.

As a result of omitting teacher salaries from the cost
comparison, differences in the quality of educational services
are not held constant across school districts when making the
cost comparison.  This omission means that the authors or the
study have violated one of the fundamental principles which
underlie the construction of cost indexes.

The authors of the study noted that average teacher salaries did
not differ greatly across school districts. They then concluded on
the basis of this observation that teacher salaries and similar
line items could safely be omitted from the cost comparison. In
doing so they falled fo take account of the fact that the between-
the higher cost districts. have a disproportionate number of nawly
minted” teachers on their payrol.

Rural Alaska school districts tend to have a much higher percentage
of their teachers at the low end of the pay scale than do urban
school districts such as Anchorage and Juneau.  For the most part, a
teacher's salary rises as_his or her years of experience and years

of additional education increase.

In a letter to the Alaska Legislature's Health Education and Social
Services committee (dated February 13, 1998), the superintendent of
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the Northwest Arctic Borough School District noted the following
differences 'between the Northwest Arctic  district's salary structure
and that of the Anchorage district. Also included is an analysis done by
our Lower Kuskokwim School District personnel office last week, and an

attached count.

SALARY SCHEDULE
DISTRIBUTION BY PLACEMENT IN PAY SCALE

Lower 1/3 Middle 1/3 Upper 1/3

Northwest Arctic 33% 32% 34%
Lower Kuskokwim 33% 32% 35%
Anchorage 15% 28% 57%

When calculating simple arithmetic mean salaries, such differences
in the percent " distribution of salaries can disguise marked
differences in pa?]/ within ~ experience groupm%s. For example,
suppose that Anchorage salaries were $ 35,000 for the lowest 8a|d
13" of the teachers, $50,000 for the middle /3 and $ 65,000 for
the upper 1/3. The Northwest Arctic and Lower Kuskokwim district
must pay our teachers more than is paid in Anchorage in order to_hire
teachers of the same experience and training. The Northwest Arctic and
Lower Kuskokwim salaries would then be $42,000-$44,000 for the lower
1/3 of the scale. Given the percent distribution of teachers across salary
levels which is shown above, the averagNe salary in Anchorage would be
$56,300 and the average salary in the Northwest Arctic Borough would be
$ 59,580.  Thus, even thoughthe salary structures shown in this example
are 20 percent apart by experience and credit, the corresponding
average salaries are only 5.8 percent apart.

If the percent of teachers at each pay level were the same for both
districts rathsr than as shown, their average salaries would differ
by the full 20 percent difference in their salary structures rather
than by only the 5.8 percent exhibited by the examPIe. The McDowell
report “errs “rather severely in not recognizing that overall average



salaries are similar across school districts only because staffm?
patterns are different. This mistake causes thé authors to violate
one of the fundamental principles that lie behind the construction
of cost indexes. That fundamental principle is that quality should
be held constant when making cost or price comparisons.

What the authors of the study should have done was to define a
standard staffing pattern (percent distribution of teachers and
staff by pay ?radeg) and then price this standard pattern out in all
school” districts at ‘each district's scale of operations. Any
remaining quality differences could then be more readily dismissed
as ‘“random" than are the differences that can be found in the

author's  work.

The “School Level (Instructlonalf)]”, cost difference which have been
calculated, even when taken on their own terms, are unnecessarily
arbitrary. ~ As a result, they bear no necessary relationship to the™ actual
differenices in cost that may be due to Different scales of operation (i.e. to
different sized schools).

The authors partition operating costs into two components:  school
level (instructional) costs and district level (non personal
services and administration) costs. Different methods are used in
constructing area cost differentials for each of the two cost
components. In the case of the school level cost component,
differences in cost are determined solely by a "district school
size factor." These size factors are themselves gudgemental!'/
determined functions of bodz,counts (staff/students ratios) and no
other variables. This is trou Img because wha. we should be
getting here are estimates of the relannshlP between dollars
spent ‘and school size. When dollars are omitted not only from the
formula but also from the under]yln? analysis, one has no way of
knowing whether or not the estimates aré even roughly correct.

Nowhere in the study are we told why we should believe that this
method of adjusting for economies of scale is valid, (i.e. for school size)

Failure to account for quality differences is one of the main
criticisms of the consumer Dprice index published b% the US.
Department of Labor, and is acknowledged as such by those who
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collect the date and calculate he index's values. The recent
introduction of “chained” price Indexes by the U.S. Department of
Commerce is , in part, an attempt to adjust for changes in quality,
should be the preferred method. ' The closest the authors come is an
appeal to authority.

cDowell Group:
“This process was complemented by ateam ot school experts

with decades of experience in hoth rural and urban areas
of the slate. They developed a professionally-determined
model for school Staffing for all sizes of Alaska schools."
(Supplemental Summary, Page 4)

Appeals to authority have no place in either basic or applied
research. What the "authors should have done was to compare their
implicit estimates of economies of scale and optimal school size to
those found in the existing literature and then arrive at final
estimates that benefit from™ both their work and the published
researched. It may be that their estimates are the best that could be
found. But we do not know that. They may be grossly inaccurate. Nor
do we know how far their estimates deviate from others that have
Been reported in the literature.

The formula for "District level Allocations” Contains
additional cost omissions beyond those identified .

These omissions are not adequately justified in the study
and appear to arbitrarily reduce aid to rural districts from
what [t would otherwise be.

In developing the cost differentials for the second component of
spending ~ (non personal & administration expendltur_ess) the
authors ‘invoke what they call a "two standards deviation cap.”
In doing so they cap per student expenditures for any single
district ‘at the Statewide mean plus two standard deviations.

As a ,result_anK district with “unusually  high per student
expenditures in these categories receives lower state aid under
this  formulas than they would if the two standard deviation cap
were not invoked. Without stron% justification this ,mmpl\x/
should not have been done. Itis Dbad research practice. What ma
Be worse , it leaves the reader with the feeling that the study’s
results were pre-determined and that the formulas were simply
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contrived in order to produce the predetermined results.

The authors have this to say in their defense. _ |
"The study team concluded that we had no basis for forcing

alldistricts to fitaformula that placed all districts in
avery narrow range, but that the broad range of current
expenditures warrants some limitation of unusually high
expenditures." (Study, page 74)

Some form of limitation may or may not be in order. But given the
dollar amounts that are “at stake, such a limit needs to be
carefully determined not arbitrarily imposed.

Finding indicate that the McDowell Group study should be discarded
and that a new set of area cost differentials should be developed.

If this sterns too severe to some, then | suggest that, at a minimum,
the study should be reviewed by others who are competent to judge
its merits and its shortcomings,” and that until such a review

has been completed the Legislature should table all legislation

that relies on 'its results.

The legislative leaders that crafted SB-36, then jumped from the use of
the McDowell Group study to devising the new funding allocation scheme.
The McDowell stu 5{ specmcallyr did not/could not accurately analyze the
equity of cateqonca funds.  To arbitrarily limit the categorical cap at
20%, the actual needs of school children are made irrelevant. In
particular, our school district will be unable to serve our special needs
children.  The required federal mandates of s[()_emal education use nearl
17% of our categorical funds, with Voc. Ed. taking another 2%. With only
1% left for Bilingual Education, our bilingual program will effectively end.
With 90% of our students Yup'ik Eskimo, and Yup'ik the dominant language,
an effective bilingual program is critical to school achievement in

English.

For all of these reasons, | suggest that SB-36 be dropped, and an accurate
study be done to determine a fair funding formula for all of Alaska's
schools. No district should be harmed for the benefit of anotl or. Extra
funds should be identified and channeled into the schogl funding program
%o ?]ot only increase urban schools, but to solidify quality programs in the
ush.
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laurel A. Shirley
445 23rd St. SE
Salem, OR 97301

April 16,1998

To Whom it May Concern:

| am writing to you concerning Senate Bill 36. | believe its passage would be detrimental, not
only to the rural schools, but to the entire future of the State of Alaska. | am urging you to take

into consideration those lives which are going to be effected and vote no.

Three of my high school years were spent in various fishing villages and logging communities

in Southeast Alaska. In December of 1993,1graduated from Labouchere Bay School in
Labouchere Bay, Alaska. Thanks to the excellent education | received in rural schools | was able
to graduate half a year early. Going to a rural school gave me advantages and opportunities that |
otherwise might not have had. |was able to attend many leadership conferences both in the state
and out. |was also a member of Who's Who Among High Schooi Students for three years due to

the one on one teaching | received.

The knowledge and experiences | gained from attending a rural schooi have been invaluable to me
as ayoung adult. It has made me more creative, independent, and a self motivated individual.

These traits have not only helped me a:  college student, but also in the various jobs that | have
held. The education | received in n rurai school has Wowed me to maintain a 3.50 GPA in college

and also to become a member of the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society.

If these schools cease to exist, Alaska would be wasting her most precious recourse... her
children. The future of the state depends on the quality of the education her children receive.
This quality cannot be maintained with correspondence classes, it can only be achieved with the
support of a school. If we choose not to maintain that quality, we lose our future.

Please vote no on Senate Bill 36. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Laurel A. Shirley
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| am writing to you concerning Senate Bill 36. | believe its passage would be detrimental, not
only to the rural schools, but to the entire future of the State of Alaska. | am urging you to take
into consideration those lives which are going to be effected and vote no.
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the one on one teaching | received.

The knowledge and experiences | gained from attending a rural school have been invaluable to me
as ayoung adult. It has made me more creative, independent, and a self motivated individual.

These traits have not only helped me as a college student, but also in the various jobs that | have
held. The education | received in a rural school has allowed me to maintain a 3.50 GPA in college

and also to become a member of the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society.

If these schools cease to exist, Alaska would be wasting her most precious recourse... her
children. The future of the state depends on the quality of the education her children receive.
This quality cannot be maintained with correspondence classes, it can only be achieved with the
support of a school. If we choose not to maintain that quality, we lose our future.

Please vote no on Senate Bill 36. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Laurel A. Shirley



April 15, 1998

Represenative Mark Hanley

Room 507 Alaska State Legislature
State Cpital (MS 3 100)
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Represenative Mark Hanley,

Hi my name is Dallas Amaktoolik from Elim, Ak. Please don’tpass the
SB36. Because ifyou do, my favorite class which is Bilingual/bicultural, will
be eliminated. Besides this class helps me learn about how our ancestors
used to do things and how they hunted. And itkeeps our traditions alive.
And SB36 is taking more of our culture. Isntthe school taking enough of
ourculture? And another reason to vote NO isthat SB 36 is taking away
student activities. lam an athlete and like to go to other villages in this
district to compete against them. So please voie NO! against this bill.

Since

Dallas Amaktoolik
P.O. Box 63
Elim, AK 99739
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FAIRBANKS NORTH 8TAR BOROUGH EPARD OF EDUCATION
RESOLUTION 98-06

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF SB 36
PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING

W mIEREAS, quality education Is one of the single most valuable tools we can provide
ou mchildren, and subsequently, our community; und

WHEREAS, state funding per student in th? Fairbanks North Star Borough has
decline d over the last six fiscal years due in large part to increases in local assessed

va ue; and

WHE EAS, an examination of the education foundation formula is long overdue; and

WHEREAS, we respectfully request that the following issues be included in any Public
Sc 100l Funding legislation:

t. That testing or other funded means of assuring all children
receive quality education be included in the legislation.

2. That a phased-in or hold harmless provision be added ta the
legislation to aid those districts that will suffer immediate,
drastic cuts in funding.

] That the need for relief from the adverse impact of local assessed
value on state fuming be addressed.

That changes In Public School Funding be accompanied by
additional funding in an amount sufficient to ensure that Alaska's
children will receive education services in an uninterrupted and

satisfactory manner.

NOW, HEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fairbanks North Star Borough Board
of Education Suppuib SB36 und the efforts to revise the Education Foundation

Fofmul 1and respectfully request lliul Ihtt iaximrt nf quality assurance, relief to districts
drasticnlly impacted by the rewrite and relief from the impacts of local assessed

val uation and additional funding be addressed.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be sent to Governor Tony Knowles
ana members of the Interior Delegation.

PASSED AND APPROVED APRIL 21, 1998.

Bill Burrowd, Pro
Board of Education

Pan Hallborg
Secretsry to the Board
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Resolution
Of the
Southeast Alaska Native Education Association

WHEREAS, the legislature is considering enacting Senate Bill 36 into law, and

WHEREAS, the effect of the legislation is redistributing funds from 32 mostly rural
school districts to urban school districts; and

WHEREAS, the 32 school districts adversely impacted by this legislation house 21,000
children, many of whom would have their current education seriously disrupted; and

WHEREAS, Regional Educational Attendance Areas are legally precluded from
contributing local taxes to education and are unable to provide an adequate local share
of education costs because of this legal prohibition and because of a generally

inadequate local tax base; and

WHEREAS, the result of this legislation will be to clo™e some rural schools; and

WHEKEAS, the legislature has established a system of public schools based upon the
provision of local schools in nearly every village in Alaska, and that the decision to
abandon that system now may be a violation of the legislature’s constitutional duty to
maintain a system of public schools open to all; and

WHEREAS, the impact of the funding cuts which will result from enactment of this
legislation is racially biased and may violate constitutional rights to equal protection of

the laws; and

WHEREAS, the policy of Alas_ka’ssu%port for education is to be equitable, fair and
racially and culturally sensitive, with the intent that all children in Alaska be provided
with a’free, appropriate, public education, and that opportunities for such an education
be reasonably equal without regard to residence of the child; and

WHEREAS, enactment of this legislation will diminish us as a society, catering to our
most selfish and narrow instincfs:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SOUTHEAST ALASKA NATIVE
EDUCATION ASSOCIATION:

1. That the Ieglislature Is urged not to pass SB36 in an)A of its present permutations; and
2. That, if the legislation is paired by the legislature, the Governor is urged to veto this

legislation.

Passed and Approved by the Southeast Alaska Native Education Association by a
telephone vote of no objection calls from Sitka, Alaska on 17 April 1998.

Post-It" brand fax transmittal memo 7671 » »
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APRIL 11. 1998

KENNY LAKE PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION
COPPER RIVER SCHOOL DISTRICT

HC 60 BOX 224

COPPER CENTER. AK 99573

ALASKA LEGISLATORS
JUNEAU. ALASKA

RE SB36

DEAR LEGISLATORS:

ENCLOSED ISA COPY OF A LETTER PREPARED BY ONE OF OUR ADVISORY BOARD
MEMBERS.

THE KENNY LAKE COMMUNITY HAS BEEN VERY CONCERNED ABOUT THE MOTION TO
DO AWAY WITH FUNDING TOR ANEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. ITISONE OF THEMOST

FREQUENTLY DISCUSSED TOPICS AT OUR PTO MELTINGS.

PLEASE RECOGNIZE THE DESPERATE NEED WE HAVE FOR IHE FUNDING OF A NEW
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. WE WILL SPARE YOU THE DETAILS (WJIICH HAVE ALREADY BEEN
DISCUSSED WITH YOU PREVIOUSLY) OF SOME OF THE INADEQUACIES IN OUR PRESENT

ELEMENTARY FACILITY.

PLEASE KNOW THAT THINGS ARECONTINUING TO FALLDOWN AROUND OUR
CHILDREN’S EARSAND WE ARE VERY LUCKY IHAT ITHAS NOT’BEENON THEIR HEADS!

WE REALIZE THE-CHALLENGE YOU ALL IIAVE AND SINCERFLY THANK YOU FOR YOUR
ATTENTION.

SINCERELY.

KENNY LAKEPTO

CO DR.DOYLE: COPPER RIVERSCJ IOOI DISTRICT SUPERIN IENDENT
REED CARLSON. KENNY LAKESCHOOL PRINCIPAL



Aprilyl,199B

RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am cor ejmed about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per studentto run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don't sound equal at prc:cnt and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, pari ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don”yupport Senate Bill 36!

jtiL

due,



April B,1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,
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Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
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realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per studentto run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Ourcommunity and school, part ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. Thu money just does not go tlirough the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this State and a large
percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one foryou, one for me” and start looking at what each ofus is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!
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RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in *he urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. ‘Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. Th* money just does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to supporta bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one foryou, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education finds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one ortwo ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the
Legislative cash box.

Ourarea is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each ofus is really
le*, '.ving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to eIV sate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes Jess cr unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes tc produce one
unit Sr., itshould ta /ess money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school edv  xmg 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, <y.npuler technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the
Legislative cash hox.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have i garding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent ofii is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



Aprily 1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchroom science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic hasis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large

percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one foryou, one for me” and start looking at what each ofus is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!
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RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the

urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the
Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large

percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me™ and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.



April 1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

1am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unitto produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer tecluiology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Ourarea is not likely to supporta bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one foryou, one for me” and start looking at what each ofus is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 361



April 1998
EE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right Stop thinking wc are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent ofit is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” arid start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



April /<#1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Clear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pooh;, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, au.o and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one ortwo ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, pan c* the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase In
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Ourarea is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent ofit is spentin the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



April 1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unitto produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpendy shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and £ Z /% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the
Legislative cash box.

Ourarea is not likely to support a bureal; either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit So, it should take less monty per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditorium? *uto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may nave only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Ourareais not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percentof it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking ct what each of us is really
receiving.



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unitto produce a quantity ofunits than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Mo :t urban \chools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two of these. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economio basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent ofit is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concealed about SB 36. Reallocating education tunds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students arc in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Ourarea is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent ofit is spentii the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should r >take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schc s. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it tai ;sto produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, 1: rge gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support xbureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the ur’  corttails, we spend our money in this state and a large

percent of it is spent hi the url an areas.

Stop thinking “one foryou, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity ofunits than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and caipentiy shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two of these. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Ourcommunity and school, part ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain. ny
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and d large
percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each ofus is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!
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April/~TI1998
RH: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it shorM not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller suiools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one ortwo ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the

Legislative cash hox.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this stale and a large

percent of it is spentin the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



April /A1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unitto produce a quantity of units than it takes to produc one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don't sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our urea is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent ofit is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educaring 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running hacks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don't seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the
Legislative cash box.

Our area is nor likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent ofit is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking "one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each ofus is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!
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RIE Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Cu\‘community and school, part ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to supporta bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we arc
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large

percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



April - ,1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity ofunits than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two of these. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM The community already

supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the
Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one foryou, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fc;r.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one ortwo ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the
Legislative cash box.

Ouraiea is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent ofit is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



April§,1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realL'.c that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the
Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent ofit is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!

Ejf»cr



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unitto produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms', science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two of these. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase In
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Ourarea is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.



April 1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two of these. Things don’t sound equal at present and the

urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent, of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



April/V, 1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry she s, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two'ifthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don't seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991to 96 our district had a 15% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop ihinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large

percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each ofus is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



_ March  , 199S
Dear Legislators,

[fyou are everin aposition to speak up foror vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident ofKenny Lake, part
ofthe CopperRiverBasin. | have heard that we asa community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on therCIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gvras; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintaia Forexample: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out oforder). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can lastand how it
will die (hopefully quietly). 1In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. Thisyear was extremely bad due to the poorsnow cover. Notonly was
there evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
aproblem mosteveryone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one ofour
State’s most importantassets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they arejust as importantas other children in this state. Rightnow they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.



_ Mama , 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. |am aresident of Kenny Lake, part
oithe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. Forexample: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery rime it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We arc constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don't have many children in our community, but
they arejust as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitar¥ conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,

"rhvK' 'b



_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for c~vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. |am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that wc as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on therCIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, u mall multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

,Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to rcpctitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
ths year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, thii building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. Ths noise is commgnplace to those
ocoupying the biriWing, but we wonderjust how much longer it can JastTnJ”ow it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. Ths year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
the; 2 evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of hoxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm.weather. Granted ths is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State's most important assets. We don't have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in ths state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou arc ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. |am a resident of Kenny Lake, pan
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CEP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowets proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings arc veiy old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are oui. of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set ofbathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also; this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. Wc don’t have many children in our community, but
they arejust as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to

push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe CopperRiver Basin. | have heard that wc as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on die-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; wc would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out oforder). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of ‘ewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like itis going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. Thisyear was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, aproblem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they arejust as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



/[iC (»0 &or
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. March , W
Dear Legislators,

If you are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need of your help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the’CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Eveiy year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set ofbathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also; this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one ofour
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they arejust as Important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to

push through funding for our school facilities.
Sincerely,.



_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. Iam a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiousiy
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also;this building’s furnace sounds like itis going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall mouths these’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by uuge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

Wec are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they arejust as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to

push through funding for our school facilities.



March , 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. |am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even 1o, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on theCIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set ofbathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this buildrtp’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. T.us noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely



Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need of your help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-QP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly ofsewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps aie hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in out community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



T
_ March- , 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are everin a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
of the Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We arc not looking forswimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our piesent buildings are very old and are difficult, to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as Important as other children in this state. Rightnow they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to

push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely, -



_ March |, 1998
D;ar Legislators,

Ifyou arc ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am aresident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. Forexample: Every year, for at least three weeks, these juildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is commoi place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most eveiyone is dealing with, but entrance iamps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as Important as other children in this state. Rightnow they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to

push through funding for our school facilities.



March z f, 1998
Dear Legislatorsx

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. : am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementaiy building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the*CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyrr , we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media oom, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set ofbathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery tims it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one ofour
State’s most important assets, We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am aresident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need of your help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on theCIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are veiy old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out ofboxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. Wc don’t have many children in our community, but
they arejust as importantas other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



. o, 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. I am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin, i have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we arc in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the*CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or foil size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetidously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s fomace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery tune it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are haz/vdcusly
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one ofour
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.



_ March ~, 1998
Dear Legislators,

If you are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. |am aresident of Xenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have: heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we arc in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the*CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on 0 avemor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set ofbathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can lastand hew it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out ofboxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We arc constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one ofour
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



ofrfareh , J998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou arc ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe CopperRiver Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators «r a controversial area, but even so, we are in need of your help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitaiy conditions. Please do whatyou can to
push through funding for our school facilities.



March<2.7, 1998

Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on ftmding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basia | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school childrea Our schooi is
presently number six on the CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
Ve are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and ate difficult tp repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can lastand I»w it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



March 1998
Dear Legislators,

If you are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. |am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the*CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of<rder). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roof every time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fail months there’s always an infestation of
voles. Thi" yearwas extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Notonly was
there evidence cl'their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
earned by pwdrainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constr-tly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to

push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



_ March # , 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
of the CopperRiver Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we we in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CEP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least tiirce weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly ofsewage and mildew
thatno one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how U
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence oftheir presence, hut they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one ofour
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,

(jourok 3.



_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the*CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance Listand on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out oforder). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. Thisyear was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to

push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. |am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, wc are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance Listand on Governor Knowels proposal.
We arc not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Lvery year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will du- (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. Thisyearwas extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out ofboxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,

c242>
0/bppOA



_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. I am aresident ofKenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings arc
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains arc out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set ofbathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to et ter. Also, this building’s furnace sc” 'ms like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bud due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. Wc don’t have many children in our community, but
they arejust as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



_ 7,1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. |have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on thcCIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. Forexample: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set ofbathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



March 1998
Dear Legislators,

If you are evtr in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/Liaintcnance, please <iuso. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need of your help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the'CIiP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise iz common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem wc endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to

push through funding for our school facilities,

Sincerely,



_ March 3/ , 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. 1am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Coppej RiverBasin. I have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are inneed ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the*CEP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. Forexample: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like itis going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out ofboxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,

99573
0Z-7Z-'£530



_ Marchs /, 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. I am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
0;the Copper RiverBasin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
‘egislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the*CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. Forexample: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly ofsewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evid”ce oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelve*, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important ¢s other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to

push through fuuding for our school facilities.



_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are everina position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe CopperRiver Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on therCTP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are veiy old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying tk; building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We arc constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one ofour
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in aposition to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. 1am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need of your help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CEP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings aie
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children In our community, but
they are just as importantas other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



_ March<20, 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou arc ever in dposition to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. |am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
of the Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementaiy building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CIP construction listand slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, forat least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace Sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,
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APR-22-90 11>B3 FROMMUT7-EEB-0220-KUN ID- PARE

uInhaPak School
enera De IVery
%Jm aga AK 99655

Dear Rep. Gail Phillips
My name Is Ell aGuest | am insixth grade and lattend Quinhagak
School Ive attend my school since kindergarten. Ifour school doses down
we [have to glo to another village or city to get our education. Idontwant to
leave myfam yand relatives. Please don’ipass SB36.
Thank-you very much.

Sincerely,

Ella M Guest

2/11



APR-22-SB 1!mE4 FROM.BO7-EBB-B228-KWN PACE 3111

uinhaPak School
eneral Delive
Quinhagak, AK 99655
March 23, 1998

Dear Rep. Mark Handley,

My name Is Frank Nelson Henry. | am eleven years old and in the sixth grade.
We talk In Yup'ik and English in school. | enjoy leaming howto Eskimo dance. | like
reading the Yup'tk myths and legends inthe Yup'tk books.

| don't want SB36 to pass because our school has the Yup'ik First language

Program. 1also don't want our school to close. [ want to continue to leam howto read
and write Iin my language.

Thank you for reading my letter.

Sincerely,

Frank N. Henry



AFR-22-US 11sJ FROMBO7—6EB-S220-KWN PACE 4/11

8umha ak School

en Dellvery
uinhagak, AK 99655
ril 4,1998

DearIRep. Mark Hanley,

. Myname is Harold Smith. Iam infifth grade. 1am taught mainly in my
first Iangua%e which is Yu(?’lk L

| don’T want SB36 t0 pass because our school has the Yup'ik First
Language Program. lwantto learn in both Yup'ikand English.. When our
elders come and tell stories and legends of our ancestors, lenjoy them, |
can understand the elders when they speak in Yupik. Also, during Yupik
Life Skills,_our teacher shows us how to make Eskimo kayaks witft leather
calf skin. They alsp teach us how tq Eskimo dance and virite and speak in
Yupik. Ifour school is in trouble of closing because of the formula funding |
don’twant to go to school in another city or village.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

A



APR-22-BB 11-54,FROM.S0O07-SBB-a228-KVN PACE &/]Il

General Delluery
Quinhagak, RK 99655

Rprll 3,1998
Dear Rep. M ark Handley,
My name Is Eric N. Small. I'am in fifth grade. I don’t
watjt SB36 to pass because Ilone my school. Ilearn alot from

my teachers Inmy school. LUeare taughtin Yup’ik and in
English. In Yup’ik our teacherteaches us how to Eskimo
dance, read and mrite in Yup’ik, and learn how to do Natfue

arts and crafts.
Thank you uery much forreading my letter.

Sincerely,

Eric N. Small



APR-22-ae 11.ES FROM«S87—-6BB-522B-KWN PACE B/l

Quinhagak School
General Delivery
Quinhagak®AK 99655
April 1,1998

Dear Rep. Con Bunde,

Mynameis AlexisJones. I'm in sixth grade. | attend the Quinhagak
School. I'talk in Yup ik and Englishmostofthe time. We have the Yup'ik
Life Skillsprogram wherewe write in Yup'ik. We also have Native arts
and crafts,and we are learning how to Eskimo dance. Elderscometo our
classroom and talk to us. They teach us aboutwhatthey did when they
wereyoung.

| don'twant SB'56to pass because our schoolisimportantto us. |
learn both languages, Yup'ik and English. Ifthisbill passes and ifour
schoolcloses, we will have to go to schoolatan unfamiliarplace. We will
beaway from our family.

Thank-you forreading tlis letter.
Sincerely,

AlexisJones



PACE

umhaPak School
eneral Delive
Quinhagak 9655
March 25,199

Dear Rep. Gail Phillips,

My name is Elizabeth Rivers. I'm in fifth Vce/rad_e. We talk in Yup’ik most
of the time. We also read and write in Yup’lk We sing songs in Yup'ik and

English. We have Eskimo dancing too. o
| don't want SB36 to pass because our school has the Yup’ik First

Lanquage Program. We love Yup'ika lot. We learn the survival skills from
our €lders when they come to my classroom to talk.

Thank-you very much for reading my letter.
Sincerely

Elizabeth Rivers

7/11



APR-22-S8 11<55 FROM-BO7-EEB-922B-KUN PACE o/11

Quinhagak School
General Delivery
Qulnhagak AK 99655

April 1, 1998

Dear Rep. Gail Phillips,

My name is Whitney Church. | am in the sixth grade at Kulnerrarmiut
Eiilnaurvfat. | don't want senate Bill 36 to pass because our school has a Yup’ik First
Language program. |want Itto stay the same so other kids could learn how to read
and write in Yup’ik. Yup’'ik is part of our culture and language In school. We want to
learn both Yup’ik and English. If we're only taught in English we won’t know who we
are.

We also have a Yup'ik Life Skills program where we learn the Yup’ik
Orthography, woitc on Native arts and crafts, and leam to sing in the Yup'ik language.!
also enjoy learning how to Eskimo dance.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Whitney Church



APR-22-30 lit SB FROM.307-SGB-B220-KUN PAGE

umha?ak School
eneral Delivery
uinhagak, AK 99655
rl 3, 1993

Dear Rep. Gail Phillips , , ,
My name is Jonette Jones. I'minfifthgrade, lam tau%ht in Yup'ik at
myqsch_ ol, Kuinerrarmiut Elitnaurvigt. 1learn the Yupi'k Orthrography. Italk
inYup’lk \We read and write In my first Iangua €.
. ldontwant SB36 to pass because Ifon’twant our school toclose. |
like learning In Yupik SB36 is not fair. Ishould get a good education just
like the KidS in the city.
Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Jonette Jones

8/11



APR-22-B0 11>>B FROM «807—-EBB-8228—KUN pace

umhaPak School
eneral Delive
uinhagak, AK 99655
rl 3,7998

Dear Rep. Gail Phillips,

My name is Lonnie Pleasant l1am in fifth grade. I don't want SB 36 to
ass because our school has the Yup'ik First an%uage Program. Iwant to
e able to understand my elders when they.come to my r"chiool to tell me

about my history. 1like reading and_vvrltlngln mK language. lalso like
learningin my second language which is English.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Ftc. <kc, CifxP
Lonnie Pleasant

lay i



APR-22-B8 11.SB FROMm8O07-SB8-B22B-KWN

PAGB

umhaPak School

eneral Delivery
ulnhagak, AK 99655
rl 22, 1998

Dear Rep. Gail Phillips, . _ _ _
IDname IS Ch%stme Pleasant. lam Insixth grade. Yup'ik Is my first

Iangluage. | also talk in English because some of my teachers onlﬁ/ta Kin

English-. 'nschool lam taught in my second language, but lalsp have a
Yup'ikclass. During Yup'ikwe writé stories, Eskimo'dance, and do Native

crafts. .
Idont want SS36.to IP%I_SS because our school will get less money than
r.

a school ina big city. !tisn
Thank-you for reading my letter.

Sincerely,

Christine Pleasant

11/tl
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Testimony

Eo:
Y.
Date:
Re:

Alaska House of Representatives Health, Education and Social Services Committee
Betsy Tumcr-Bogren; Alaska PTA, Vice President, Legislative AlTairs

April 20,1998

Senate BiLi 36, Public Education Reform and Funding Initiatives

Members ofthe Alaska PTA appreciate the efforts ofthe Governor and the Legislators to improve
bom_thedqualt!ty of public education in Alaska nnd the method in which our state provides funding for
public education.

Improving education for Alaska’s children is a very important issue. This is not an issue that
belongs to the Republicans, the Demacrats, the Governor or the Legislature, this issue belongs lo all

Alaskans.

The Alaska PTA has an annual membership of over 16,000. Our association is organized to include
representation from six geographic regions covering die entire state and four active councils
representing Ketchikan, the MaL/Su Borough, Fairbanks and Anchorage.

Delegates from across Alaska meet annually to review our Legislative Program and adopt our
legislative priorities. The need for renewed confidence in our public schools is one ofour top
concerns this ]year. Supporting adequate state funding for public education has alwoys been oi | of
the Alaska PTA Legislative Priorities.

Delegi?tes to the 1997-98 Issues Conference last November adopted legislative priorities for the
Alaska PTA that include support of:

1. Legislation and funding of programs that will hold school districts accountable lo high standards
for educational programs, staffprofessionalism and student performance.

2. The creation ofa new funding mechanism that will meet all rising costs of public education
including those associated with inflation nnd increased enroliment, nnd provide equitable
distribution of those funds.

3. Funding public education at a level sufficient to enable school districts lo support a cap on the
pupil-tcacher ratio for each grade level and provide safe and adequate pupil transportation.

Dele?ates to the November Issues Cor.i'ercnce expressed concern that Slate funding reform measures
should not provide solutions for some school districts al the expense of any other school districts.

On behalfofthe Alaska PTA 1 would like to thank members of the House Finance Committee for your work,
We encourage you lo continue your efforts to find solutions that address all the concerns ofthe Alaska PTA.
Wec believe that every child in Alaska deserves access to high quality public education.



