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A g e  o f  C o n s e n t :  1 8  vs. 1 6

The effect of low ering  the age a t w hich a teenager can  have an abortion w ithout 
obtaining parental consent from  18 to 16 is quite dram atic. C u rren t Alaska law (which 
is not enforced) sets the consent age a t 18. A m ong teenagers w ho are legal m inors p.e., 
age 17 and  under), m ost p regnancies (and therefore m ost abortions) occur at ages 17 
and 16. Thus, m ost of the m inors w ho w ou ld  be affected by a paren ta l consent bill 
w hich requires consent for those u n der 18. are n o t affected by the bill w hen consent is 
required only for those under 16.

This reality  is clearly ev iden t after taking into account statistics on live births to 
A laskan teenagers. W hile there are no statistics kept by the sta te  on  the num ber of 
teen abortions, ic is possible to m ake estim ates by com paring  national data  to Alaska's 
live birth  statistics.

A ccording to the N ational Research Council, teen pregnancies nationw ide have 
the following results:

•  49% end in live births
•  3C% end in abortion
»  12% end in  m iscarriage

A pplying these national p roportions to Alaska, we arrive at the fo llow ing estimates:

Live Births * A bortions M iscarriages

Age 17 229 182 (est.) 56 (est.)

Age 16 141 112 (est.) 34 (est.)

Age 15 56 44 (est.) 14 (est.)

Age 14 17 14 (est.) 4 (est.)

Age 13 2 2 (est.) 1 (est.)

TOTAL: 445 354 (est.) 109 (est.)

C onclusion : these estim ates indicate that m ost abortions (83 percent) am ong m inors 
occur at ages 16 and 17, com pared to a scant 17 percent at age 15 and under. Thus, 
lowering consent age to 16 has the effect of severely lim iting the scope of SB 24 /  HB 37.

*  These n u m b e rs  a re  re p o rte d  in  the D H S S  B ureau  o f  V ita l S ta tis tic s  re p o r t fo r  1994, th e  la test ann ua l
re p o r t a v a ila b le .



How M any Abortions are Performed on M inors in Alaska?

A laska law  dees n o t requ ire  data  on  abortions to be rep o rted  to the state. 
C onsequently, there are no reliable statistics on how  m any abortions are perform ed in 
general, m uch less in  specific age groups.

M ost es tim ates  of abortions perfo rm ed  in  state  are d e riv ed  from  applying 
national trend  data  to A laska's dem ographics. A ccording to the- N ational Research 
Council, teen pregnancies nationw ide have the follow ing outcom es:

•  49% end  in  live births

•  39% end  in  abortion

•  12% end  in  m iscarriage

these national data are applied to Alaska, we arrive at the following estimates:

•  445 births to m inors * [49% of total pregnancies]

® 354 abortions for m inors [39% of total pregnancies]

•  109 m iscarriages [12% of total pregnancies]

TOTAL: 908 pregnancies [100%]

* This sta tis tic  is re p o r te d  in the  DHSS B ureau of Vital S tatistics rep o rt for 1994, the  latest annual  
rep o rt ava ilab le .



T h e d a  P i i  :m a u
A la s k a  P :  j - C h o ic e  A l l i a n c e
A p r i l  9, 1 '97 - H o u s e  F in a n c e  - S B  24.
P a g e  I  o f  I.

T h e  a t t a c  i i d  8 1/2 x  11 s h e e t  o f  p a p e r  w h ic h  i s  m a r k e d  w i t h  s e c t i o n s  A ■ D. 
r e p r e s e n t  a l) t h e  p r e g n a n t  t e e n a g e r s  in  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  i n  a  g iv e n  y e a r

S e c t i o n  A . r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  t e e n s  w h o  h a v e  b a b i e s  - S B  24 d o e s  n o t  a p p ly .

S e c t i o n  B  • r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  t e e n s  w h o  d is c u s s  t h e i r  p r e g n a n c i e s  w i t h  a t  le a s t  
o n e  p a r e n  a n d  w h o  h a v e  a n  a b o r t i o n  - S B  24'* c la im  to  p r o m o t e  
c o m m u n i t  r t i o n  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  to  t h e s e  fam ilr,<3 w h ic h  a r e  a l r e a d y  t a l k i n g .

S e c t i o n  C  • in  s t a t e s  w i t h  j u d i c i a l  b y- pass, r e p r e s e n t*  t h e  t e e n s  w h o  a p p l y  to  
t h e  c o u r t . j i d  w h o s e  r e q u e s t  i s  g r a n t e d  •* v i r t u a l l y  100% o f  t h e  t im e .  J u d g e s  
a p p r o v e  t l  i< r e q u e s t  e i t h e r  b e c a u s e  t h e  t e e n  is  m a t u r e  e n o u g h  to  m a k e  h e r  
o w n  d ec is : dh, h a s  g o o d  c a u s e  to  a v o id  d ie c u s a w g  th e  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  a  p a r e n t ,  
o r  b e c a u s e  th e  j u d g e  f e e l s  i t  i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  to  s e c o n d  g u e s s  t h e  t e e n .  S B  24 
d o e s  n o t  h ?lp t h e s e  t e e n s  b e c a u s e  t h e  c o u r t  p ro c e s s  is  t e r r i f y i n g  a n d  c a u s e s  
d e l a y  in  t l  e i r  d e c i s io n  t o  h a v e  a n  a b o r t io n .

S e c t i o n  D r e p r e s e n t s  t e e n s  w h o  c a n ’t  u lk  to  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  a n d  c a n ' t  f in d  
t h e i r  w a y  i r o u g h  t h e  c o u r t  s y s te m .  T h e y  m a y  r e s o r t  to  i l l e g a l  o r  s e l f ­
i n d u c e d  a i o r t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  k in d  w h ic h  k i l l e d  B e c k y  B e l l  in  I n d i a n a .  I f  
p o s s ib le ,  t  i9y m a y  h i d  t h e i r  p r e g n a n c y  u n t i l  d e l iv e ry  - r e c e i v i n g  n o  p r e - n a ta l  
c a r e  o r  ev> n  a b a n d o n  t h e  c h i ld .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  i s  a  s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  
p r e g n a n t  ■ s e n s ,  S B  24 h a s  t h e  p o w e r  to  d e s t r o y  th e m . A n d  f o r  t h e  v a s t  
m a jo r i t y  • i r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  se c  io n s  A. B, a n d  C  S B  24 w il l d o  t h e m  n o  g ood  • 
- p l e a s e  vc C2 a g a i n s t  it .
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IMPACT OF PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT LAWS -  VARIOUS STATES

State Teen Abortions 
Number Rale*

Teci* Pregnancies 
Number Rato*

Live Births to Teens 
Number R ale*

Bypass P rocess Fiscal Impact

M a s s a c h u s e t ts  
2 paren t c o n s e n t 
Date 1 mule merited
April 1991

31% diop 
bom 2403 in 
’90 to 17141 ill 
’95.
1) tmo below

19.05% 
drop ,l)0-,02.

2) 10.6% 
drop, 4/81 
tlim 12/32.

Aver 2503 
per year 
high ol 2641 
in *91 A tow 
ol 2-196 in 
’93,

(Blrlli rale 
unchangd 
•ao-'fia.)

3) approx. 856 gills 
per yoar uco bypass 
(8980 girla Ironi 4/81 
thru 12/91.)

Since this taw has been 
in elloct since 1981, 
Ihoro is no inoaaumblo 
impact on welfare case 
loads .

Notes
1) 1 hero w as a  27.79% drop both in-state and  out

* ruto = per 1000 Icon gifts 
of-stale abortions from ‘80 - ’82.

9) Tfte first 20 m nnlhs llir; lav/ was in effect, the toon prcqnuncy into per 1000 toen girls declined 10.b%. Amnricon Journal of Hoiillh. April. I9H6.
3) In a  March, 1995 m em o to the WA S ta te  Legislature, opponents ol paren la l involvamenl laws claim ed that in M assachu se tts  'IKK) petitions lor b ypass a rc  

filed e a ch  y ea r (15,000 petitions since 1991.)' Bui 1931 lluough 1905 is 5 yean, arid 5 years X 900 = 4500 petitions. W hore is the docunioriletinn for the 
16,000 leguro?

State Teen Abortions 
Number Rale*

Teen Pregnancies 
Number Halo*

Live Births to Tocnc 
Number R ain*

Bypass P rocess Fiscal Impact

M ichigan 
1 paren t c o n s o r t  
Dnto Implemented
Mm ’91 - Aug ’.92. 
Reinstated in May 1994

1) 17.0% 
drop ’90 to 
’91.
25.7% drop - 
’90 to ’94.

2) SBO
IWilflVV

24%drop 
fmrri 231)3 in 
*U(> to 1012 
in *94.

Probalo Court 
3) In '95, 938 minors 
used bypass - a 6.7% 
incrouuo lioin '9-1. 
Piovidos *150 pm gill 
tor court appointed

4) Welfare reform in 
place

“ rate = pot 1000 teen nitlsNotes
1) In 1992, 11 te P e l f  o i l F re e  P r e s s  reported, "(he num ber ol ubortiona lor Michigan leenagors under 18 loll 17.6 % last year [1901] a drop attributed mostly

to the s la te  law requiring minors to gel parental corisoni before they can have r -. abortion."
2) Teen pregnancies are  declining. Abstinence education is becoming rnoro accepted in mainolroam education. Still, I ho d ec rease  in abortions is outpacing 

tfte decrease  in the pregnancy rate. Michigan's parental consent law rimsl be considered one ol the faclois leading lewer luens to clroose abortion.
3) 1995 atute figures show 930 minors asked  probate judges tor waivers in 1995, up 6.7% from B79 in 1994. The report d o es not indicate trow many wniveis 

were granted or turned down or wIbcIi judges handled waivers. Ootioil Mvws. IAV97.
Some girls bring their own ?*»lorncy, but Court provides $160 p er girl lor tl'ose needing an attorney. No analysis has been  done on bypass process. 
Hearing lim es varies with circumstances.

4) New weUore rules lor minor lecn parents went into effect 10/1/96. Toon mothers must remain in school and live at home or with an appiopriale adult 
or will bo cut off from slate assistance. (Currently about BOO ruiuor teuu (rarnnts live on their own and receive welfare.) D e tro it  F ic o  P r e s s . 11 /7 /0 6 .
Mo evalualton h as  been  done on impact of parental consent law because  welfare reform has already occurred, There is no data to dem onstrate whether 
Iho law h a s  had  a n  effect one way or the other on wellare ca se  loads. Michinen Dei.4. ol Public Assistance.



IMPACT OF PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT LAWS -  VARIOUS STATES

S tate Teen Abortions 
Number R a t o '

Teen Pregnancies  
N um ber R a l e '

Lh/e Births- to Teens 
Numb or R a l o *

Jypasa  Process Fiscnl Im p a c t

M innesota 
2 parent notice
■"ViUO Implemented
Aug ’01 M ur ’0 6  
Reinstated in August 1999.

1) 17% drop - 
’90 thru '95 
34% diop 
'00 - '00.
2) sen In-Jaw

33.0% drop 
7.1 111 "no lo 
4.7 in '0ft. 
27.4%  dtop 
*81- 
'06

12  2% drop 
17.4 in UO 

In 15 27 ill 
'95
20.5%  drop 
'81 - 'Ml.

Unwed 
Icons fairly 
sloudy-9.3 
in '9U 10 0.9 
in ‘05. 
I2.5%rtmp 
•81 - ' 86.

.Juvenile Court 
3) Cost is approx S50 
pur gill. $50 x 171 
gills for a 9 irio. 
puiiod — 811550

No change one way or 
odiar shco law in atlonl 
Approx. 000 to 1000 
loon unis 011 public 
assistance llio past tew 
ycois. AIN Dept, Human 
Services

Notes * ro te  -  p e r -1 0 0 0  le c n  g irls

t) Number of abortions dropped 17% from 15,289 to 12,716 during Ihis tune period,
2) In ;i 1995 memo lo H ouse Law and Justice  Comm., Ihe Nat'l Council of Jewish Women claimed, “In Minnesota, socond trim ester abortions lor minors 

increased by1B% and (ho birth ralo for 15 to 17 year-olds rose 38 -1% from *80 to '81. Doth childbirth & tale alxnlion are  significantly more dangerous lo Icons 
than an early abortion.11 Bid slatislics from lire MN Depl. of I lealth show  that late abortions dropped 27.5% from '81-'BO Moroovor, in a  blieling on Ihe
MN law. ilie MN Attorney General's oflicc noled that oven llioso who challenged tf*o conslitutionialily of tfte law “conceded  IIihI ifiere was no evidence of 
any increase in medical complications which could b e  atlrihiilod lo llto law." 1 1/27/R il le tter , O l l ic e  o f  Ih e  A t ln / .  G e n e r a l .  S t e l e  o l  M N .

3) Minnesota A clork from MN Juvcnilo Court sa id  it costs approximately $50 per gill for filing foes and court uosls for (tearing. The judge hears bypass 
cases a l  at one time three days per wock. If Ihe court u|ipointu an attorney or guardian ad lilurn, Ihe paymonl is $50 per liour. I tie attorney or guanhan 
interviews the teen, fills out paperwork and mokc3 the proaonfotion lo I ho Court. (Somolimos volunteers do the interviews, thus saving lime and money )
Tire ontiro process takos one frour.
Hennepin Goonly, Ihe largest county in MN. which encom passes metropolitan Minneapolis will) a  population of 306.000, goto rrejjority of bypass requests.
In 1996. 281 girts lifed pctilions. This com pu tes lo approximately $100 per girl -  $28,100 for 1996 for Hennepin Courtly. (littwuun tano and iwio. -13% ol 
loans <vln> aburlod used lire bypass pioceduru. This moans 57% wont lo Ihoir parenlu thu3 providing family invobomont and protection.)

State Teen Abortions 
N um ber R a l e '

Teen P re g n a n c ie s  

N u m b e r  H a t * '

Live Births to T eens  
Munibor Bn to*

Bypass ProccGs Fiscal linpuct

M ississippi 
2 parent co n sen t 
D tilo  Im p le m e n ted

J inx ; 1993

I) 31.4%  
drop Irom 
*91 tliru '95.

2.0*10 ttrop 
Irma ‘Ol 
thru ‘US.

4.1% 
increase 
Irorn '9 1 Him 
*95.

2) No iccotds for 
entire stale. Each 
clianceiy croud uniats 
to bo contacted.
Miss. PiJj/ic I loaltli 
Dept of Sluts I ics

Cebu loads not liiukon 
down by ago. / Uirnan 
5'twiced Dept ol Vital 
Statistics.

Notes rate -  per 1000 teen girts

i) The number of minors under age IB obtaining abortions from 1990 through 1994 was:
1990 - 921; 1991 - If7b; 1992 - 850, 1993 -  619; 1994 -  349

There is no evidence that girls are traveling lo other s la tos in largo numbers. Mississippi and its neighboring stales, with lire uxeeplkm ol Alabama. do  not keep 
Irack of Ihis data. Alabama began lo gather Ihis information since 1993, llie year the Mississippi law becam e cffoclivo. Therefore, il is irnpo3Git>lo to established 
’before and after" patterns with respect to the Mississippi law.
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Teen Abortions 
Number Rato*

Teen P regnancies  
Numbr Rat©'

Live Births to  Tccno  
Number R a t e '

Bypuos P r o c e ss Fiscal Impact

1 *1
1 N eb raska  

JIt 1 paren t nolice 
"j Date ImDlemented 
in Sept. 1991
i j  '

40% drop- 
709 n '90 ro 
427 in'06

Abortions, 
hiilhs £ fetal 
do.rlbc Data 
noi
computed

«) 11%
increase 
from '90 
thru ’95.

■ ..... ■ " ■'
ii

Juvcmlo Court 
2)  see below

3) Sinew 1990 an 
ovorago ol 202 girls por 
year on AFDC with a 
high of 25/ in ‘92 and a 
tow ot 142 in '08.

‘ lute =  per 1000 teen girls
Notes

1) Births lo teens increased Irom 76B in1990 to 8-19 in 1995 -  1 1%. However slatislics do not nd icalo  wtiat pair of those m others wore married or single. 
N e b r a s k a  H e a lth  & H u m a n  S e r v ic e s  R e p o r t  f 9 9 0 - ) 9 9 5  s ta tis t ic s .

2) Clork of llio Uislrict Court in Lancaster County says it takes 3 minutes lor papor work and 10 minutes for the appearance before the judge.
Number .of girts using the bypass: 1992, 4  girls, 1993, 3  girls, 1994, 9 girls; 1995, 10 gills and 199G -  14 girls used bypass.
7ho Douglas County Court Clork eaid Ihe cos! is small and there are  no filing fees. The hearing and  papuiwork lakes no more tlm i half a n  hour total. II a 
guardian ad lituiri is appointed -  80% of girls liave one appointed — Ihe Court a low s $250 (o $330 per c a se  which is tho Ngii end . O ther counties each col 
their own amount and it varies botweon $100 to $200. Douglas County which includes Omaha, the largest area of Itall a million people, hurt less than 
35 girls use the bypass in 1996.

3) Girls on AFDC since 1990: 1990 = 196; 1991 = 22B; 1992 -  257; 19<J3 = 261; 1994 = 181; 95 159 96 = 142 ____

~)x

>ou:li

3tate Tm m  Abortions 
Num ber R a t a '

Teen Prc^ruincles 
lium bar R a t e *

Live B lithe to Teens 
Number R a t a *

B y p a ss  P ru cess Fiscal impact

Pennsy lvan ia  
1 paren t co n sen t
Date linn fomented
May 1994

1)13.1% 
drop from 
'93 to '94. 
12.3% drop 
from ’9-1 - 
•95.

2) /% drop 
Irom '04 to 
'95.

4.4% drop 
Irom
'94 to '96

Common Pleas Ct 
with appeal to 
Superior Cl

3) so a below

Wollaro liar, boun 
dropping steadily Ihe 
Iasi few yoms nnd there 
was no lomfjo.wy blip tn 
c-jSrt loads cJldi law 
wont into elfect. Ml 
Dt)(>L of PubHc Woiloro

N otes
* rate = per 1O0O toon girls

1) The actual number ol minors’ altortkrns decreased  each  year a s  follows: 1230 in 1992, 997 in 1994 and down lo 900 in 1995.
2) In Allegheny County alone, one ol tiro two largest countios In Pennsylvania, the abortion rale per 1000 lean girls tell from 35.53 por 1000 in 1985 lo 16.65 

in 1995 Tlio Im n  pregnancy rale fel from 60.30 per 1000 girls in 1905 to 42.67 in 1995, Although Ihcro was a drop in Iho loen  girl population from 
65.000 to 54,000 bctwoon 1985 and 1989, tho loon girl populalion rem ained consistently at 54,000 lo 55,000 f mi 1989 lo Ihe present

P itts b u rg h  T r ib u n e  R e v ie w , 2 /1 3 /9 7 .

3) Admmtslralor o t  tire Juvenilo Court said they don't compute costs. Only o p e ir ’iouul oosls of lilting out forms A scheduling is involved The operational costs 
would be Ihere wbetlter yiifc-i cam e for a hearing or noi. Paperwork, etc. is done through court intake dopnrlmortl and takoslt) or 15 rm uitcc maximum.

They are nol overwhelmed wilfi bypass requests. Tho Court Intake supervisor in Allegheny County (1.6 million people) estim ates 2 girls per u/eek 
(100 girls per year) use lire byjruss p iocess. A court Irtiniing lakes 10 minutes and is held within 2 days of paperwork processing.

No m ote Ifran 1/2 hour totaJ timo is expended.

C om p iled  by HUMAN I.JFK o f  W a s h in g to n , 2/25 Jbltnd A venue NIC, K eilnond , WA 98052 (206) 882-/i.l9/ 1 i •# I • V1 I
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To: All Members o f  House Finance Committee

From: Peggy Seeley  
P.O. B ox 6 1661 

Fairbanks. AK 99706  
(907)479-5902

Date 4 /7 /97

Rc: SB 24, Parental Consent B ill 

Dear H ouse Members:
I

Please support SB24. A s a mother o f a minor daughter, I iusist on exercising my rights as a mother lo  
help my daughter make any decisions which affect her health and emotional and spiritual well-being. 
Abortion can be and often is a dangerous procedure for the mother. Young women can  die or suffer 
mutilation during elective abortions. Some end ub wilifapecforated uterus or worse.

)
Parents arc the natural allies and advocates o f  their children. Parental consent helps maintain lire strong 
bond between parent and child. That is why over 38 states have passed such laws.

Restore the bill to cover all mirror girls under the age o f 18, not under 16 as amended. Put the teeth back 
into the bill!

Thank you,
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A L A S K A .  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

PLEASE ENTER INTO THE RECORD MY TESTIMONY TO THE
COMMITTEE NAME

COM M ITTEE ON S  &  £  Lf
BILL/SUBJECT

MMITTEE >

_DATED_

j  m /
-ffu ry w ^  <4>v^

& s z <^.7 - z ^ £ ^ -  .

' ''̂ cnJ < ? ^ ry -< i-' ^

X

< 7 /

-'2^Tl7 _

SIG N ED  >6?. A ^ . . ,  .
TESTIFIER

REPRESENTING (OPTIONAL) * ^ 2

j ^ . A  ■ ‘S '? > * /
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N A T IO N A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  O h  S O C I A L  W O R K E R S  
A L A S K A  C H A P T E R

525 Main Street, Juneau AK 99801 
586-4438 1-800-478-6279 Fax:586-4439 

naswak@alaska.net

T estim ony Regarding

S B  2 4  - P A R E N T A L  C O N S E N T  FO R A B O R T IO N

B efore the 
F IN A N C E  C O M M ITTEE  

A L A S K A  SE N A TE  
April 9 , 1997

Presented by  
A ngela M. Salerno, A C SW  

E xecutive Director,
N ational A ssociation  o f  Social Workers A laska Chapter

mailto:naswak@alaska.net
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N A T IO N A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  S O C I A L  W O R K E R S  
A LASKA C H A P T E R

525 Main Street, Juneau AK 99801 
586-4438 1-800478-6279 Fax:586-4439 

naswak@alaska.net

T h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S o c i a l  W o r k e r s  (N A S W ) , s  th e  w o r ld ' s  la r g e s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s .  N A S W 's  
1 5 5 , 0 0 0  m e m b e r s  n a t i o n w id e  a n d  A6 0  in  A la s k a  w o r k  in  a  w id e  r a n g e  o f  s e t t in g s  a t  a l l  le v e ls  in  th e  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s . 
P r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  f o c u s  o n  v u ln e r a b le  p o p u la t i o n s  a n d  p r o m o t e  s ta te  a n d  f e d e r a l  p o l i c i e s  w h ic h  e n h a n c e  th e  l i v e s  o f  th e  
p e o p le  w e s e r v e .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  a d d r e s s  th e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  S B  2 4  -  P a r e n t a l  C o n s e n t  f o r  A b o r t io n .

N A SW  opposes SB  2 4  and d o e s  not recommend its passage.

A  p r e g n a n t  w o m a n ’s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r ig h t  to  c h o o s e  b e tw e e n  c h i ld b i r th  a n d  a b o r t io n  w a s  e s ta b l i s h e d  in  3 9 7 3  b y  th e  
S u p r e m e  C o u r t ’s  l a n d m a r k  r u l i n g  in  Roe V. Wade. A l l  w o m e n , i n c lu d in g  th o s e  u n d e r  1 8 , a rc  e n t i t l e d  to  a s a f e ,  le g a l  
a b o r t io n .

O f  th e  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  m i l l i o n  t e e n a g e  p r e g n a n c ie s  t h a t  o c c u r  in  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e a c h  y e a r ,  o v e r  8 0  p e r c e n t  a r c  
u n in t e n d e d .  N e a r l y  a l l  p r e g n a n t  t e e n s  a r e  u n w e d ,  a n d  s o m e  4 0 %  o f  th e m  c h o o s e  a b o r t io n .  T h e  b i l l  b e f o r e  y o u  w i l l  
r e q u i r e  t h a t  y o u n g  w o m e n  s e e k i n g  to  t e r m in a te  a n  u n w a n te d  p r e g n a n c y  r e c e iv e  t h e  p e r m is s io n  o f  p a r e n ts ,  g u a r d ia n s  o r  
th e  c o u r t  b e f o r e  r e c e i v i n g  a  s a f e ,  l e g a l  a b o r t io n .

T h i s  p r o p o s a l  w i l l  n o t  a c t  t o  p r o m o t e  d e s i r a b l e  p a r e n t a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n .  I d e a l l y ,  a t e e n a g e r  s h o u ld  b e  a b l e  to  t e l l  h e r  
p a r e n t s  a b o u t  h e r  p r e g n a n c y ,  o b t a i n  t h e i r  lo v e  a n d  s u p p o r t  a n d  a r r iv e  a t  c r i t i c a l  d e c i s io n s  a b o u t  h e r  f u tu r e  th r o u g h  f a m i ly  
d is c u s s io n s .  In  f a c t ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  p r e g n a n t  te e n a g e r s  d o  te l l  a t  l e a s t  o n e  p a r e n t  a b o u t  th e i r  p r e g n a n c ie s .  B a s e d  o n  a 
n a t i o n a l  s u r v e y  o f  m o r e  t h a t  1 ,6 0 0  u n m a r r ie d  m in o r s  h a v in g  a b o r t io n s  in  s t a t e s  w i th o u t  p a r e n ta l  c o n s e n t  la w s , 6 1 %  
d i s c u s s e d  th e  d e c i s i o n  t o  h a v e  a n  a b o r t io n  w i th  a t  le a s t  o n e  o f  th e i r  p a r e n ts .  T h e  y o u n g e r  th e  m in o r ,  th e  m o r e  l i k e ly  s h e  
w a s  to  h a v e  v o l u n t a r i l y  d i s c u s s e d  th e  a b o r t io n  w i th  h e r  p a r e n ts .

P a r e n t a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  l a w s  d o  n o t  s t r e n g t h e n  f a m i ly  r e l a t i o n s h ip s .  T h e  n e e d  to  r e in f o r c e  f a m i ly  r e la t io n s h ip s  is  th e  
r e a s o n  m o s t  o f t e n  c i t e d  to  j u s t i f y  s t a t e  la w s  r e q u i r in g  p a r e n ta l  c o n s e n t  b e f o r e  a b o r t io n .  B u t  s u c h  la w s  a rc  u n n e c e s s a r y  f o r  
s t a b l e  a n d  s u p p o r t i v e  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  th e y  a rc  i n e f f e c t iv e  a n d  c ru e l  f o r  u n s ta b le ,  t r o u b le d  f a m il ie s .  S o m e  te e n a g e r s  c a n n o t  
t e l l  th e i r  p a r e n t s .  S o m e  a r c  v i c t i m s  o f  in c e s t  o r  o th e r  f o rm s  o f  f a m i ly  v io l e n c e  -  o n e  s tu d y  s h o w e d  th a t  1 4 %  o f  m in o r s  
h a v in g  a b o r t io n s  b e l i e v e d  th a t ,  i f  f o r c e d  to  t e l l  th e i r  p a r e n ts  a b o u t  t h e i r  p r e g n a n c ie s ,  th e y  w o u ld  f a c e  p h y s ic a l  a b u s e ,  a n d  
1 1 %  f e a r e d  v i o l e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e i r  p a r e n ts .  M a n d a to r y  p a r e n ta l  c o n s e n t  c a n n o t  t r a n s f o r m  a b u s iv e  f a m i l i e s  in to  
s u p p o r t iv e  o n e s .

M a n d a t i n g  p a r e n t a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  p o s e s  h e a l t h  r is k s  t o  t e e n a g e r s .  Y o u n g  w o m e n  a l r e a d y  a rc  m o re  l i k e ly  th a n  o ld e r  
w o m e n  to  h a v e  l a t e r  a b o r t i o n s ,  a n d  p a r e n ta l  in v o lv e m e n t  la w s  o n ly  c a u s e  f u r th e r  d e l a y s  e i t h e r  b e c a u s e  o f  f e a r s  o f  t e l l i n g  
t h e i r  p a r e n t s  o r  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  i n e v i t a b l e  d e l a y s  in  g o in g  to  c o u r t  f o r  3 j u d i c i a l  b y p a s s  h e a r in g .  W h i le  a b o r t io n  a t  a l l  
s t a g e s  o f  p r e g n a n c y  is  s a f c i  th a n  c h i ld b i r th ,  th e  r is k  o f  m a jo r  c o m p l ic a t io n s  in c r e a s e s  15 - 3 0 %  p e r  w e e k .  S ta t i s t i c s  
c o m p i le d  b y  th e  F e d e r a l  C e n t e r s  f o r  D is e a s e  C o n tr o l  in d i c a t e  th a t  th e  r i s k  o f  d e a th  f ro m  c h i ld b i r th  is , o n  a v e r a g e ,  2 4  
t im e s  h ig h e r  th a n  t h e  r i s k  o f  d e a t h  f ro m  a b o r t io n  u p  to  12  w e e k s  o f  p r e g n a n c y .  F o l lo w in g  e n a c tm e n t  o f  M i n n e s o t a ’s 
p a r e n ta l  n o t i f i c a t i o n  l a w s ,  s e c o n d - t r im e s t e r  a b o r t io n s  a m o n g  m in o rs  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 8 % . M in o r s  w h o  c a n n o t  o b ta in  a n  
a b o r t io n  in  t h e i r  s m a l l  to w n s  o r  v i l l a g e s  m u s t  t r a v e l  to  o th e r  s i te s  to  h a v e  th e  p r o c < d u r c ,  a r e  f o r c e d  to  c a r r y  th e i r  
p r e g n a n c ie s  to  t e r m ,  o r  r e s o r t  to  i l l e g a l  a b o r t io n .  U n d e r  M in n e s o ta  n o t i f i c a t i o n  s t a tu t e ,  J i c  b ir th  r a te  in  M in n e a p o l i s  fo r  
15 - 1 7  y e a r  o l d s  r o s e  3 8 % .  T h e  A m e r ic a n  M e d ic a l  A s s o c ia t io n  h a s  lo n g  r e c o g n iz e d  th a t  p a r e n ta l  n o t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  
c o n s e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  d e t e r  m in o r s  f ro m  s e e k in g  n e c e s s a r y  h e a l th  c a r e .  T h e  d e s i r e  to  m a in ta in  s e c r e c y  h a s  b e e n  o n e  o f  
th e  l e a d in g  r e a s o n s  f o r  i l l e g a l  a b o r t io n  d e a th s  s in c e  th e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  r e c o g n iz e d  th e  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  r ig h t  to  a b o r t io n  in  
1 9 7 3 .  F u r th e r ,  t h e  A M A  b e l i e v e s  s o m e  m in o rs  m a y  b e  p h y s ic a l ly  o r  e m o t io n a l ly  h a r m e d  i f  r e q u i r e d  to  in v o lv e  a p a r e n t  
in  th e  a b o r t io n  d e c i s io n .
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T e e n a g e r s  f a c e d  w i th  t h e  c h o ic e  b e tw e e n  c h i l d b i r t h  a n d  a b o r t i o n  c a n  m a k e  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  d e c i s io n  w i t h o u t  p a r e n t s  o r  
c o u r t s .  T h e  A m e r i c a n  P s y c h o lo g ic a l  A s s o c ia t io n  h a s  f o u n d  t h a t  m in o r s  a r e  u s u a l ly  a b l e  to  m a k e  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  in f o r m e d  
d e c i s io n s  a b o u t  p r e g n a n c y .  E v e n  y o u n g  w o m e n  f ro m  s e v e r e ly  t r o u b le d  f a m i l i e s  o f te n  s h o w  g r e a t  m a tu r i t y  a n d  s e n s i t iv i ty  
w h e n  s e e k in g  c o n f i d e n t i a l  b i r th  s e r v ic e s .

A  j u d i c i a l  b y p a s s  o p t i o n  is  i n a d e q u a t e  a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  in  A la s k a .  Y o u n g  w o m e n  u s in g  th i s  p r o c e d u r e  o f te n  
e x p e r i e n c e  f e a r ,  a n x i e t y  a n d  s h a m e  a s  th e y  a re  f o r c e d  to  r e v e a l  d e t a i l  o f  L heir p r iv a t e  l iv e s  to  s t r a n g e r s  in  Lhe c o u r t r o o m .  
M a iu - s to r y  r e p r e s e n ta t i o n  b y  th e  c u r r e n t ly  o v e r b u r d e n e d  O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  A d v o c a c y  w i l l  s u r e ly  r e s u l t  in  d e l a y s  o r  
in a d e q u a t e  r e p r e s e n ta t i o n .  In  r u r a l  A la s k a ,  c o n f id e n t i a l i t y  w i l l  b e  s e v e r e ly  c o m p r o m is e d  a s  a  y o u n g  w o m a n  w i l l  m o s t  
l i k e ly  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  th e  j u d g e  o r  o th e r  c o u r t  p e r s o n n e l .

I n  A l a s k a ,  t h e  c o u r t s  a r e  m o v in g  to w a r d  a s s ig n in g  t e e n a g e r s  g r e a t e r  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y ’ f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n s ,  n o t  im p o s in g  
f u r t h e r  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  D u r in g  th e  Ia s i c g i s l a t iv c  s e s s io n  l a w m a k e r s  w e r e  s u c c e s s f u l  in  p a s s in g  la w s  to  t r e a t  c e r t a in  

j u v e n i l e  o f f e n d e r s  a s  a d u l t s .  In  t h e  2 0 th  L e g i s l a tu r e ,  b i l l s  h a v e  b e e n  in t r o d u c e d  to  r e m o v e  th e  p r o t e c t i o n s  o f  im m a tu r i ty  
f ro m  t e e n a g e r s  w h o  c o m m i t  m in o r  o f f e n s e s .  I t  is  u n f a i r  to  t r e a t  p r e g n a n t  te e n s  d i f f e r e n t l y  w i th  p r o p o s a l s  to  s t r i p  p e r s o n a l  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  in  d e c i s io n s  a b o u t  r e p r o d u c t iv e  m a t te r s .

P a r e n t a l  c o n s e n t  l a w s  a r e  a n  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a t t a c k  o n  a  w o m e n ’s  r i g h t  to  a b o r t i o n ,  a n d  in  A l a s k a ,  o n  a n  
i n d i v i d u a l 's  r i g h t  t o  p r iv a c y .  Roe  v, Wade e n t i t l e d  a l l  w o m e n  to  lc g 3 l ,  s a f e  a b o r t io n .  P a r e n ta l  c o n s e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  o th e r  
p r o v is io n s  o f  S B  2 4  s u c h  a s  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  c iv i l  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  p e r f o r m in g  a b o r t io n ,  a r c  b a r r i e r s  m a n u f a c tu r e d  to  in te r f e r e  
w i th  th is  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g u a r a n t e e .  S h o u ld  th is  b i l l  b e c o m e  la w  in  A la s k a ,  th e r e  w i l l  m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  b e  c o u r t  c h a l l e n g e s ,  
a s  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  s p e c i f i c a l l y  g u a r a n te e s  e a c h  c i t i z e n  th e  r i g h t  to  p r iv a c y .

W h i le  N A S W  s u p p o r t s  s t r o n g  f a m i l i e s  a n d  b e l i e v e s  th a t  p a r e n ts  h a v e  p r o f o u n d  in te r e s t s  in  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ’s  w e l l - b e in g ,  in  
th e  c a s e  o f  p r e g n a n c y ,  a  t e e n a g e r ’s p r iv a c y  r ig h ts  m u s t  b e  p a r a m o u n t .  C o u r ts  h a v e  f o u n d  th a t  t e e n a g e r s  w h o  w a n t  to  
k e e p  th e i r  p r e g n a n c i e s  a  s e c r e t  a lm o s t  a lw a y s  h a v e  s o u n d  r e a s o n s .  W h e n  th e r e  is  a  r e a s o n  to  e x p e c t  a n  e x t r e m e l y  a b u s iv e  
p a r e n ta l  r e a c t i o n  to  a  y o u n g  w o m a n ’s u n p la n n e d  p r e g n a n c y ,  h e r  r ig h t  to  p r iv a c y  m u s t  c o m e  f i r s t  s i n c e  s h e  is  in  th e  b e s t  
p o s i t io n  to  k n o w  w h e th e r  o r  n e t  s h e  is  in  d a n g e r .  A  l e g i s l a tu r e  th a t  iB u n f a m i l i a r  w i th  a  y o u n g  w o m a n ’s  p a r t i c u l a r  
s i t u a t i o n  is  n o t  is  a  p o s i t i o n  to  f o r c e  h e r  to  in v o lv e  h e r  p a r e n ts .  W h e r e  a b o r t io n  is  c o n c e r n e d ,  p r iv a c y  c a n  b e  a  l i f e  o r  
d e a th  m a t t e r  f o r  te e n a g e r s .

I n  a c k n o w le d g in g  a n d  a f f i r m in g  th e  s o c i a l  w o r k  p r o f e s s i o n ' s  c o m m i tm e n t  t o  r e s p e c t in g  d iv e r s e  v a lu e  s y s te m s  : e p lu r a l i s t i c  s o c ie t y , 
w e r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  th e  is s u e  o f  a b o r t i o n  i s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  b e c a u s e  i t  r e f le c t s  th e  d i f f e r e n t  v a lu e  s y s te m - i f  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s .  
C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  N A S W  d o e s  n o t  t a k e  a  p o s i t i o n  c o n c e r n in g  th e  m o r a l i t y  o r  im m o r a l i t y  o f  a b o r t i o n .

N A S lV ' s  p o s i t i o n  c o n c e r n in g  a b o r t i o n  s e r v ic e s  i s  b a s e d  o n  th e  p r i n c i p le  o f  s e l f - d e t e rm in a t i o n .  E v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  m u s t  b e  f r e e  to  
p a r t i c p a t e  o r  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a b o r t i o n  s e r v ic e s . I n  th e  e v e n t  t h a t  a  w o m a n  c h o o s e  a b o r t i o n  th e  f o l l o w i n g  s e r v i c e s  s h o u ld  b e  
a v a i la b le  t o  h e r :

•  c o u n s e l i n g  a n d  r e f e r r a l  p r o s i d e d  b y  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  t r a i n e d  s t a f f  w h o  a r e  k n o w le d g e a b le  o f  th e  s o c i a l  a n d  p s y c h o lo g i c a l  
d y n a m ic s  o f  u n w a n t e d  p r e g n a n c y  a n d  a b o r t i o n

•  s a f e  s u r g i c a l  c a r e ,  i n c lu d in g  p r e -  a n d  p o s t - o p e r a t i v e  s e r v ic e s
•  c o u n s e l i n g  r e g a r d i n g  th e  u s e  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  a n d  th e  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  u n  w a n t e d  p r e g n a n c ie s
•  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  d e v ic e s . T h e s e  d e v ic e s  s h o u ld  b e  a v a i la b l e  t o  a l l  w om en .
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M M   . d a ted  /
, M l/su b jec t

co m m itte e  on

P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  I w a s  o n c e  t h e  v ic tim  o f  a n  u n w a n t e d  a b o r t i o n ,
c o e r c e d  b y  t h e  b a b y ' s  f a t h e r  t o  a c c o m o d a t e  h i s  f e a r s  o f  f a t h e r h o o d .  H e  
w a s  m y  h u s b a n d  o f  tw o  m o n t h s .  T h e  p u b l ic  h e a l t h  n u r s e  in K e n a l ,  A l a s k a  
a l s o  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  a b o r t i o n  a f t e r  d e l iv e r in g  t h e  p o s i t iv e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  
p r e g n a n c y  t e s t .  I w a s  n e v e r  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  o r  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  
e m o t i o n a l  r i s k s ,  n e i t h e r  w a s  t h e  s u r g e r y  e x p l a i n e d  a t  all. O f  c o u r s e ,  m y  
i m m e d i a t e  fa m ily ,  m y  p a r e n t s  in c lu d e d ,  n e v e r  k n e w .  E v e n  t h o u g h  I w a s  
n e w l y  m a r r i e d ,  g i v e n  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  lo v in g  p a r e n t s  to  h e lp  m e  m a k e  m y  
d e c i s i o n ,  a s  w e ll  a s  t h e i r  w i s d o m  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  a c c u r a t e  m e d ic a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  p r e s s u r e  to  h u r ry  a n d  a b o r t  f r o m  t h e  o n ly  t w o  
in d iv id u a l s  w h o  k n e w ,  I p r o b a b l y  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  c h o s e n  t h e  a b o r t i o n .  It h a s  
t a k e n  m a n y  y e a r s  t o  r e c o v e r  f ro m  th i s  d e v a s t a t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e  l o o s  o f  
a  c h i ld ,  t h e  r e g r e t ,  t h e  g u il t  a r e  n o w  a  p e r m a n e n t  p a r t  o f  m y  life.

A  t e e n  s h o u l d  n e v e r  a p p r o a c h  a  d e c i s i o n  a b o u t  a b o r t i o n  a b r u p t ly  a n d  
w i th o u t  a d u l t  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f ro m  t h o s e  w h o  c a r e  m o s t  a b o u t  h e r ,
i .e . ,  h e r  p a r e n t s .  M a n y  t e e n s  h a v e  d i e d  in th i s  c o u n t r y .  M a n y  m o r e  a r e  
s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  infertility , b r e a s t  c a n c e r ,  s e l f - a b u s e  a n d  t h o u g h t s  o f  s u i c i d e .  
P a r e n t a l  c o n s e n t  is  n o t  a i m e d  a t  o b s t r u c t i n g  p r iv a c y  o r  r ig h ts ,  a s  if a b o r t i o n s  
w e r e  b e n e f i c i a l  in s o m e  w a y ,  b u t  is  n e c e s s a r y  to  p r o t e c t  m i n o r s ’ 
v u ln e r a b i l i t y  to  c o e r c i o n ,  u n s c r u p u l o u s  d o c t o r s  a n d  t h e  t r a u m a  o f  a  m e d i c a l  
p r o c e d u r e  t h a t  t a k e s  a  life a n d  t h r e a t e n s  t h e  w e l l - b e in g  of t h e  p a t i e n t .

S igned : .
Testifier
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C o u r t  r e i n s t a t e s  M o n t a n a  a b o r t i o n  l a w

By LAURIE ASSEO 
The Associated P r a t

03/317971:02 PM  Eastern

WASHINGTON (AP) - Tha Supreme Court today ram m ed a Montana law that 
requires unmarried girls to notify a parenz or get a judge's approval before undergoing an 
abortion.

The coart ruled that the law is valid despite arguments by abortion rights advocates that 
it does not let judges decide in  abortion would be in •  girl's best interest

Montana's law says judges can approve an abortion without notifying either parent if  a 
girl shows that such notice is against her best interest.

Today's unsigned decision noted that past rulings on parent*]-notification Laws assumed 
that a judicial finding that parental notica is not in a girl's best interest is the same as 
finding that abortion without notification is in her best infcrest

The court's main opinion said the Montana law makes no distinction between the two.

In a concurring opinion, Justice John Paul Slovens said, "It is surely appropriate to 
assume that the Montana provision also requires the court to authorize the minor's 
consent whenever the abortion is in her best interests.’*
Justices Ruth Bader Gimburg and Stephen G. Breyer joined. Stevens' opinion.
Simon Heller of the Center for Reproductive Law and Policy, representing the doctors 
who sued, said he was disappointed in the ruling bat that the doctors will continue to 
challenge the law on other grounds.

Montana agreed in L993 not to enforce its law requiring unmarried girls under 18 to tell 
a parent before undergoing an abortion, because it did not provide the option o f going to 
court.

Two yesas later, lawmakers enacted anew  law that let girls avoid telling a parent by 
getting a permission instead.

A judge could give permission if  a  giii was mature enough to decide whether to have an 
abortion, if  there was evidence that a  parem abused her. or if  notifying a parent would
not be in her best interest

Eleven other tu tu  have parental-ooTification law* with similar judicial bvp&ss 
procedures. They are Arkansas, Delaware, Georgia, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota. 
Nebraska, Nevada, Ohio and Wert VirgtnU. .

Some other stares require parental consent most with a judicial byp*» baaed on a 
showing that an abortion would be in the girl’s best interest.
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showing an abortion would be in tbe girl's best interest.
A group o f doctors challenged Montana's law in federal court They argued that it often 
would be easier to prove an abortion would be in a girl’s best interest than to show that 
telling a parent would be agaitist her interest
A federal judge ruled the law unconstitutional, and tbe 9th U.S. Circuit Court o f Appeals 
agreed.
The Supreme Court in 1989 upheld an Ohio pezental-notification Law that required girls 
seeking a court order to prove parental notification would not be in their interest The 
decision treated that language as though it w oe the same aa a requirement tc prove that 
the abortion itself was in  the minor's best interest
In the appeal acted on today, Montana lawyers said the 9fh Circuit court should have 
followed court rulings dm  upheld similar laws in other states.

The case is Lambert vs. Wicklund, 96-858.
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MARTIN D. LAMBERT, GALLATIN COUNTY ATTORNEY
v.

SUSAN WICKLUND ET AL.

ON PETTnON FOR WRIT OF CERTIORARI TO THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
FG ? THE NINTH CIRCUIT

No. 96-858.

Decided March 31, 1997

PER CURIAM.

Before a minor has an abortion in Monona, one of her parents must be notified. A waiver, or "judicial 
bypass," of the notificatt in requirement is allowed if tbe minor can convince a court that notification would 
not be in her best interests. The Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit struck down Montana's parental 
notification law as unconstitutional, holding that the judicial bypass did not sufficiendy protea the right of 
minors to have an abortion. Because the Ninth Circuit’s holding is in direct conflict with our precedents, 
we grant the petition for a writ of certiorari and reverse.

In 1995, Montana enacted the Parenal Notice of Abortion Act The Act prohibits a physician from 
performing an abortion on a minor unless the physician has notified one of the minor's parents or the 
minor's legal guardian 48 hours in advance. Mom. Code Ann. § 50-20-204 (1995). [FN1] However, an 
'une mane ipa ted" mi nor [F N 2 J  may petition the sure youth court to waive the notification r e q u ire m e n t ,  
pursuant to the statute's "judicial bypass" provision. § 50-20-212 (quoted in full in an Appendix to this 
opinion). The provision gives the minor a right to court-appointed counsel, and guarantees expeditious 
handling of the minor's petition (since the 'etition is automatically granted if the youth court fails to rule 
on the petition within 48 hours from ihe time it is filed). §§ 50-2O-212(2Xa), (3). The minor's identity 
remains anonymous, and the proceedings and related documents are kept confidential. § 50-20-212(3).

If the court finds by clear and convincing evidence that any of the following three conditions are met, it 
must grant the petition and waive the notice requirement: (i) the minor is "sufficiently mature to decide 
whether to have an abortion"; (ii) "there is evidence of a pattern of physical, sexual, or emotional abuse" 
of the minor by one of her parents, a guardian, or a custodian; or (tii) "the notification of a parent or 
guardian is not in the best interests of the [minor}. ’ §§ 50-20-212(4)-{5) (emphasis added). It is this third 
condition which is at issue here.

Before the Act’s effective date, respondents-sevcral physicians who perform abortions, and other medical 
personnel-filed a complaint seeking i  declaration that the Act was unconstitutional and an order enjoining 
its enforcement. The Distria Court fur the District of Montana, addressing only one of respondents' 
arguments, held that the Act was unconstitutional because the third condition set out above was too narrow. 
According to die Distria Court, our precedents require that judicial bypass mechanisms authorize waiver 

of the notice requirement whenever "the abortion would be in [the minor's] best interests," net just when 
“notification would not be in tbe minor's best interests." App. to Pet. for Cert. 17a (emphasis in original) 
(citing BeUotti v. Baird, 443 U.S. 622, 640-642 (1979) (plurality opinion)). Three days before me Act 
was to go into effea, the Distria Court enjoined its enforcement.

Tlfc Court of Appeals affirmed, stating that it was bound by its prior decision in Glick v. McKay, 937 F. 
2d 434 (1991) [App. to Cert. Pet. 37a]. See WicHund v. Salvagni, 93 F. 3d 567, 571-572 (1996). Glick 
struck down Nevada's parental notification statute which, like Montana's statute here, allowed a minor to



bypass ihe notification requirenran if a conn detentuned that the notification would not be in the minor's 
best interests. The court's conclusion was based on its analysis of our decisions in Bellotti v. Baird, 443 
U.S. 622 (1979), and Ohio v. Akron Center for Reproductive Health, 497 U.S. 502 (1990) (Akron I I).

In Bellotti, we struck down a statute requiring a minor to obtain the consent of both parents before having 
an abortion, subject to a judicial bypass provision, because the judicial bypass provision was too 
restrictive, unconstitutionally burdening a minor's right to an abortion. 4 4 3  U. S., at 6 4 7  (plurality 
opinion); id., at 6 5 5 -6 5 6  (STEVENS, concurring in judgment). The Court's principal opinkm 
explained that a constitutional parental consent statute must contain a bypass provision that meets four 
criteria: (i) allow the minor to bypass the consent requirement if she establishes that she is mature enough 
and well enough informed to make the abortion decision independently; (ii) allow the minor to bypass tbe 
consent requirement if she establishes that the abortion would be in her best interests; ( i i i)  ensure the 
minor’s a n o n y m ity ; and (iv) provide for expeditious bypass procedures. J d . ,  at 6 4 3 -6 4 4  (plurality 
opinion). See also Akron I I ,  4 9 7  U. S., at 5 1 1 -5 1 3  (restating the four requirements).

In Akron II, we upheld a statute requiring a minor to notify one parent before having an abortion, subject 
to a judicial bypass provision. We declined to decide whether a parental notification statute must include 
some sort of bypass provision to be constitutional. Id., at 510. Instead, we held that this bypass provision 
satisfied he four Bellotti criteria required for bypass provisions in parental consent statutes, and that a 
fortiori i t satisfied any criteria that might be required for bypass provisions in parental notification statutes.

V  Critical!:' for the case now before us, the judicial bypass provision we examined in Akron II was 
substantive’y indistinguishable from both the Montana judicial bypass provision at issue here and the 
Nevada provision at issue in Glick. See 497 U. S., at 508 (summarizing Ohio Rev. Code Arm. § 2151.85 
(1995)). The judicial bypass provision in Akron II allowed a court to waive the notification requironeot if 
it determined by clear ard convincing evidence "that notice is not in [the minor's) best interests" (not that 
an abortion is in her best interests). Ibid. (emphasis added) (citing Ohio Rtv. Code § 2151.85(AX4)). 
And we explicitly held that this provision satisfied the second Bellotti requirement, that "the procedure 
must allow the minor to show that, even if she cannot make the abortion decision by herself, 'the dcsirco 
abortion would be in her best interests.' " Id., at 511 (quoudfcelloca, supra, at 644).

Despite the fact that Akron II involved a parental notification statute, and Bellotti involved a parental 
consent statute; [FN3] despite the fact that Akron II involved a statute virtually identical to the Nevada 
statute at issue in Glick; and despite the fact that Akron II explicitly held that the statute met all of the 
Bellotri requirements, the Ninth Circuit in Glick struck down Nevada’s parental notification statute as 
inconsistent withBcllotri:

"Rather than requiring the reviewing court to consider the minor's 'best interests' generally, the Nevada 
somite requires the consideration of "best interests" only with respect to the possible consequences of 
parental notification. The best interests of a minor female in obtaining an abortion may encompass far 
rrore than her interests in not notifying a parent of tbe abortion decision. Furthermore, in BeUotri, the 
court expressly stated, '[i]f, all ttilngs considered, the court determines that an abortion is in tbe minor's 
best interests, she is entitled to court authorization without any parental involvement.’ Bellotti, 443 U.S. 
at 648 (emphasis added). Tterefore, the Nevada statute impermissibly narrows the Belloui 'best 
interests’ criterion, and is unconstitutional." 937 F. 2d, at 439.

Based entirely on Glick, the Ninth Circuit in this case affirmed the District Court's ruling that the 
Montana statute is unconstitutional, since the statute ;\l!ows waiver of the notification requirement only if 
the youth court determines that notification-oot the abortion itsclf-is not in the minor’s best interests. 93 F.
3d, at 572.

As should be evident from the foregoing, this decision simply cannot be squared with our decision in i
Akron n. The Ohio parental notification statute at issue there was indistinguishable in any relevant way I



from tbe Montana qamt* at issue here. Both allow for judicial bypass if the minor shows that parental 
notification is not in her best interests. We asked in Akron II whether this met the Bellotti requirement that 
the mirwr be allowed to show that "the desired abortion would be in her best interests. ’ We explicitly held 
that it did. 497 U. S., at 511. Thus, the Montana statute meets this requirement, too. In concluding 
otherwise, the Nimh Circuit was mistaken.

Respoaients (as did the Ninth Circuit in Glick) place great emphasis on our statement in Akron II, that 
"(t]te statute requires the juvenile court to authorize the minor's consent where the coin determines that 
the abortion is in tte minor's best interest." 497 U. S., at 511 (enphasis added) (citing Ohio Rev. Code 
Atm. § 2151.85(0(2)). But since we had clearly stated that the statute actually required such authorization 
only when the court determined that notification would not be in the minor's best interests, it is wrong to 
pirr. our statement to imply that the statute said otherwise. Rather, underlying our statement was an 
assumption that a judicial bypass procedure requiring a minor to show that parental notification is not in 
her best interests is equivalent to a judicial bypass procedure requiring a minor to show that abortion 
without ratification is in ter best interests, as the comma of tbe opinion, the statutory language, and the 
concurring opinion ail make clear. (FN4J

Respondents, echoing the Ninth Circuit in Glick. claim that there is a constitutionally significant 
distinction between requiring a minor to show that parental aerification is not in her best interests, and 
requiring a minor to show that an abortion (without such notification) is in her test interests. See Brief in 
Opposition 12*13; 937 F. 2d, at 438-439. But the Montana statute draws no such distinction, and 
respondents cite no Montana state court decision suggesting that the statute permits a court to separate the 
question whether parental notification is not in a minor’s best interest from an inquiry into whether 
abortion (without notification) is in the minor's best interest. As with the Ohio statute in Akron U., the 
challenge to the Montana statute hae is a facial one. Under these circumstances, the Ninth Circuit was 
incorrect to a«um e t i t . Montana's statute "narrow[ed]’ tho Bellotti test, 937 F. 2d, at 439, as interpreted 
in Akron II.

Because the reasons given by the Distria Court and the Ninth Circuit for striking down the Act are 
inconsistent with our precedents, we grant the petition for a writ of certiorari and reverse the judgment of 
the Ninth Circuit.

It is so ordered.

APPENDIX
Mont. Code Ann. § 50-20-212 (1995):

"(1) The requirements ami procedures under this section are available to minors and incompetent persons 
whether or not they are residents of this state.
"(2) (a) The minor or incompetent person may petition the youth court tbr a waiver of tbe notice 

requirerrent ami may participate in the proceedings on the person's own behalf. The petition must include 
a statement that the petitioner is pregnant and is not emancipated. The court may appoint a guardian ad 
litem for the petitioner. A guardian ad litem Ls required to maintain the confidentiality of tbe proceedings. 
Tte youth court shall advise the petitioner of the right to court-appointed counsel and shall provide the 
petitioner with counsel upon request.

"(b) If tte petition filed under subsection (2Xa) alleges abuse as a basis for waiver of notice, the youth 
court shall treat the petition as a report under 41-3-202. Tte provisions of Title 41, chapter i, part 2, 
apply to an investigation conducted pursuant to this subsection.



"(3) Proceedings under this section are confidential and must ensure the anonymity of the petitioner. All 
proceedings under this section must be sealed. The petitioner may file the petition using a pseudonym or 
using tte petitioner's initials. All documents related to the petition are confidential and are not available to 
the public. Tte proceedings on the petition must be given preference over ether pending matters to tte 
extent necessary to ensure that the court reaches a prompt decision. Tbe court shall issue written findings 
of fact and conclusions of law and rule within 48 hours of the time that tte petition is filed unless the time 
is extended at tte reques o f tbe petitener. If tte conn foils to rule within 48 hours and tte rime is not 
extended, the petition is grained and the notice requirement is waived.

"(4) If the coon finds by clear anl convincing evidence dm the petitioner is sufficiently mature to decide 
w tether to have an abortion, tte court shall issue an order authorizing tte minor to consent to 
performance or inducement of an abortion without tbe notification of a parent or guardian.

'(5) The court shall issue an order authorizing tte petitioner to consent to an abortion without tte 
notification of a parent or guardian if the court finds, by clear and convincing evidence, that:

"(a) ttere is evidence of a pattern of physical, sexual, or emotional abuse of tte petitioner by one or both 
parents, a guardian, or a custodian; or

"(b) the notification of a parent of guardian is not in the best interests of the petitioner.

"(6) If the court does not make a finding specified in subsection (4) or (5), tte court shall dismiss the 
petition.

"(7) A court that conducts proceedings under this section shall issue written and specific findings of fact 
and conclusions of law supporting hs decision and shall order that a confidential record of the evidence, 
findings, and conclusions be maintained.

’(8) Tbe supreme court may adopt rules providing an expedited confidential appeal by a petitioner if the 
youth court denies a petition. An order authorizing an ibortion without notice is not subject to appeal.

"(9) Filing fees may not be required of a pregnant minor who petitions a court for a waiver of parental 
notification or appeals a denial of a petition.*

JUSTICE. STEVENS, with whem JUSTICE GINSBURG and JUSTICE BREYER join, concurring in tte 
judgment.

We assumed in Ohio v. Akron Center for Reproductive Health, 497 U.S. 502 (1990) (Akron I I ), that a 
young woman's demonstration that an abortion would be in her best interest was sufficient to meet tte 
requirements of tte Ohio statute's judicial bypass provision. In my view, that case requires us to make tte 
same assumption here. Whether that is a necessary showing is a question we need not reach.

In Akron □, we upheld a statute authorizing a judicial bypass of a parental notice requirement on tte 
understanding that Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 2151.85(C)(2) (1995) required the juvenile court to authorize 
tte procedure whenever it determined that "the abortion is in tte minor’s best interest," id., at 511. Given 
tte fact that tte relevant text of tte Montana statute at issue in this case, Mont. Code Ann. § 50-20- 
212(5Xb) (1995), is essemially identical to the Ohio provision, coupled with the fact that tte Montana 
Attorney General has advised us that "the best interests standard in § 50-20- 212(5Xb) (is) either identical 
to or substantively indistinguishable from the best interests" provision construed in Akron H, Pet. for Cert.



7, it is surely appropriate to assume that the Montana provision also requires the court to authorize the 
minor's consent whenever the abortion is in her best interests. So understood, tbe Montana statute is 
plainly constitutional under our ruling in Akron II. Because d r  Court of Appeals erroneously construed the 
stature in a manner that caused that court to bold the statute unconstitutional, I agree with the majority that 
the judgment below should be reversed. (FN*1

While a showing that an abortion is In a young woman's best interest is therefore sufficient to satisfy the 
Montana judicial bypass provision as we understood an analogous statute in Akron II, I do not think the 
Court need address whether die Montana statute can be properly understood to make such a demonstration 
a rcessary requirement. My colleagues suggest that the stznne requires a minor "to show that abortion 

iibout notification is in her best interests," ante, at 6 (emphasis omitted). To the extent this language 
indicates that a young woman must demonstrate both that abortion is in her best interest and that 
notification is not, I think that question is best left for another day. 1 note, however, that the plain 
language of the statute makes passably clear that a showing that notification is not in the minor's best 
interest is alone sufficient. See Mom. Code Ann. 5 50-2ft-2I2(5)(b) (1995) ( "(t]he court shall issue an 
order authorizing the petitioner to consent to an abortion without tbe notification of a parent... if the court 
finds, by clear and convincing evidence, that... the notification of a parent... is not in the best interests of 
the petitioner").

Although I therefore do not agree with all of the Court's reasoning, I concur in the majority's view that 
the judgment of the Court of Appeals must be reversed.

FN1. Section 50-20-204 provides in relevant part: "A physician may not perform an abortion 
upon a minor or an incompetent person unless tbe physician has given ax least 48 hours' actual notice to
one parent or to the legal guardian of the pregnant minor or incompetent person of the physician's intention to 
perform the abortion.... If actual notice is not possible after a reasonable effort, the physician or the physician's 
agent shall give alternate notice as provided in 50-20-205." Section 50-20-205 provides for notice by certified 
mail. The notice requirement does not apply if "a medical emergency exists and there is insufficient time to 
provide notice." Mont. Code Ann. § 50-20-208(1) (1995).

FN2. " ‘Emancipated minor' means a person under 18 years of age who is or has been married or 
who has been granted an order of limited emancipation by a court...." 5 50-20-203(3).

FN3. See Bellotti, 443 U. S., at 654, n. 1 (STEVENS, J., concurring in judgment) ("[T)his case 
(docs '.xx] determmfc] the constitutionality of a statute which does no more than require notice to 
the parents, without affording them or any other third party an absolute veto").

FN4. See 497 U. S., at 517 ("if she can demonstrate that her maturity or best interests favor
abortion wiibout notifying one of her parents"); id., at 522 (STEVENS, J., concurring in part and concurring in
judgment) ("Although it need not take the form of a judicial bypass, the State mist provide an adequate
mechanism for cases in which tbe minor is mature or notice would not be in her best interests") (emphasis added); 
Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 2151.85(0(2) (1995) (’[I]f the court finds, by clear and convincing evidence, ... that the 

notification of the parents, guardian, or custodian of the (minor] otherwise is not in the best interest of (the miuor], 
the court shall issue an order authorizing the (minor] to consent to the performance or inducement of an abortion 
without the notification of her parents, guardian, or custodian"). See also Hodgson v. Minnesota, 497 U.S. 417, 
497 (1990) (KENNEDY, J., concurring in judgment in part and dissenting in pan) (interpreting Minnesota judicial 
bypass procedure which requires minor to show that "an abortion ... without notification of her parents, guardian, 
or conservator would be in her best interests," Minn. Star. § 144.343(6; (1988) (emphasis added), as authorizing 
exemption from strictures of parental notification scheme in "those cases in which notification of tbe minor's 
parents is not in the minor's best interests") (emphasis added).



FN*. Our reading of the statute in Akron 13 appropriately recognized that the two inquiries at 
issue here-whetter an abortion is in a young woman's best interest, and whether notifying a minor's parents of her 
desire to obtain an abortion is in ter best inxcrest-are sometimes linked. For example, if a judge finds after
careful assessnrm of all tte circumstances that tte abortion a young woman seeks would be in her best interest, 
and determines that notifying ter parents is both opposed by the young woman and would likely cause her to be 
deterred from pursuing the treatment decision that would serve her best, then parental notification is assuredly not 
in her best interest. Under such circumstances, the proper course for the trial judge would be to permit the 
abortion without notification.

END OF DOCUMENT
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February 16, 1997 Reference: S.B. 24

Dear Senator Leman:

I am a physician in private practice specializing in family 
medicine. I naturally treat many children and adolescents on a 
daily basis. I need parental consent in order to even evaluate a 
minor, much less perform a procedure.

It is totally incongruous to me that our State should allow an 
abortion to be performed upon an adolescent or younger child 
without parental consent. I have found that children even as old as 
18 frequently cannot tell me their drug allergies or other details 
of their medical history.

Teens and preteens tend to be short sighted in highly stressful 
situations for many reasons, such as fear of immediate 
consequences, with less appreciation of long term consequences. I 
have counseled teens with a crisis pregnancy. Abortion at those 
times is a quick fix; risks seem unimportant and something that 
"won't happen to me."

An unemancipated teen requires parental consent to allow me to 
pierce their ears or take off a mole-very minor procedures which 
are relatively very low risk. Abortion has serious potential risks 
that can affect a young girl well into her adulthood. As you know, 
in addition to the immediate risk of infection, bleeding and 
perforation, there are long term effects such as the increased risk 
of ectopic pregnancy and infertility, and possibly even an 
increased risk of breast cancer-not to mention the possibility of 
a post traumatic stress type syndrome which frequently occurs as 
late as 7-12 years after abortion.

Parents must be required to consent to operative procedures 
performed upon their children-abortion certainly should not be an 
exception. There is of course judicial bypass for children who are 
truly endangered by parental disclosure.

There is another effect upon public health which parental consent 
for abortion has repeatedly caused, that should not be minimized. 
States which require parental consent have lower teen pregnancy 
rates. Isn't it time to do something that will lower the teen 
pregnancy rate for a change.

Sincerely yours,



LOUIS E . MAYER, M .D., A .P .C .
Olplomale. American Boa/d ol Family Practice

LOUIS E. MAYER, M.D., A.P.C.
3300 PROVIDENCE DRIVE, SUITE 301 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99508 
TELEPHONE (907) 563-3732 

FAX (907) 561-4730
C H A R L E S  E . MANW ILLER, M.D.

Dlplomalo, American Board ol Family Practice

S en ator Loren Lem an  
A laska State C apitol B uild ing  
Room  115
Juneau, A laska  99801

February 18, 1997

D ear Senator Lem an:

M y name is Charles M anw iller, M .D. I have practiced m edicine in 
A nchorage since 1965; I delivered babies until ten years ago. I am a fam ily  
d o c to r .

I am writing to state my position on Senate B ill 24. It is my 
understanding that this bill w ill facilitate  the involvem ent o f parents in the 
d ecision  o f  a teenage girl (under age 18) to have an abortion.
I am in favor o f  this leg isla tion  for the fo llow in g  reasons:

1. An abortion is not w ithout potential com plications. A girl's parents
have a resp on sib ility  to know  about and approve a procedure w hich has 
m edical and em otion al im pact on a m inor daughter.

2. C onfidentia lity  betw een  child and parent, though applicable in the 
arena o f  sexu a lly  transm itted d isease, should be w aved in abortion. The 
parents need to know . A bortion involves the destruction o f  human life . The
unborn baby m ight have in fin ite  value as a future member o f  the fam ily .

3. I propose that avoidance o f  parental involvem ent at this critical time
in a teenager's life , w h ile  at the m oment seem in g ly  less threatening to the 
pregnant, teen , u ltim ately  is m ore d iv is iv e  than constructive in the parent-
d a u g h ter  r e la t io n s h ip .

4 . M edical personnel are quite concerned about obtaining parental 
con sent before treating a m inor in alm ost every situation. Should an event
con ta in in g  the profound sig n ifica n ce  o f  an abortion be any less  deserv in g  o f  
p a ren ta l a p p ro v a l?

Thank you for your concern regarding this important fam ily  related
is s u e .

S in c er e ly  yours,- • . . .

Charles F.. M anw iller.M .D . Z '



Robert G. Thompson, M.D., F .A .G O .G .
R ejrto4uctiv tS urtm -S oae tyofR rp raductm S urg ian j ,
Drplomrlt - Amine** Board e/Obiletnci tnd Cynrcu/oijy F A X C 090*') 465“ 3973
Catherine A. Thompson, R.N., M .S.N.
Advanced Nurse Practitioner

February 18, 1997

The Honorable Loren Leman 
Senator - State of Alaska 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

ATTENTION: Mike Pauley Re: Wrlbben Testimony
SB 24 and HB 37

Dear Senator Leman and Judiciary Committee Members:

My name is Robert? Thompson. I am a physician and surgeon specializing 
in obstetrics, gynecology, infertility, and reproductive surgery. I've 
read numerous other testimonies of other physicians, colleges, societies, 
and organizations rogarding the issue of parenbal consent for minors 
before proceeding with an elective surgical procedure, in this case, 
as an "aborbion." There seems to b̂  three major objections physicians 
and various organizations have in reg.-.rds to accepting this bill.

Fir8b, bho legal obligations and consequences of violating this 
obligation. Being a practicing physician does not exempt physicians 
of the numerous and extensive responsibilities bo tho law and bhe 
numerous consequences for violations to such responsibility within bhe 
practice of medicine. Any argument with regards bo criminalization 
versus aspects of practicing medicine need only to be considered in this 
light. Ib is difficult for me to understand why a surgical procedure 
such as abortion could have ever come to be considered an exempt 
procedure for parental consent when its consequences can include 
significant life-threatening and permanent complications which could 
include death, sterility, infection, and psychological difficulties. 
While those complications are usually considered to be fairly rare, 
they exist. The treatment of complictions afber an aborbion is com- ,
pleted would also require parenbal consent, therefore, I feel it is in 
the best interest of a physician practiping medicine to involve a 
responsible guardian or parent in bhe consent for this surgical 
procedure.

The second objection involves physician concerns about breach of 
confidentiality. Again, this is an exceedingly weak argument and 
continues bo be so in all lovols of the pracbice of medicine. It 
remains bhe patient's 0 that is the teenager) responsibility to 
inform and involve the parents with regards bo bhe diagnosis and 
treatment of this medical problem.

A  Professional Corporation, 4001 Dale Street, Suite 117, Anchorage, Alaska 93508 
(907) 562-5328, FAX. (907) 562-4363, Fertility (907) 562-3567.



Senator Leman ob al: 
February 18, 1*99? 
Page Two

A 3 a loving fabher, I-cannot; Imagine nob being able bo be bhere bo 
support and help wibh ray daughter's decisions in this regard. While 
I recognize that bhis is not1 bhe attitude bhat all parents bake, I have 
bo believe ib is bhe ideal and sbandard wibh which society should 
expecb from parents, nob an abbitude of judgement.

In summary, in no place in bhis bill doeB the confidenbialiby of the 
physician/pabiond relationship necessarily have bo be abridged by the 
physician. Ib remains the minorfs) responsibility bo be involved wibh 
bhe parend(le) or legal guardian and bhe court when such a-decision 
regarding bhis surgical procedure is deemed necessary.

Finally, bhe question which has not been completely considered is bhab 
of "informed consent." The courts have consistently upheld the righb 
of the parehds to be responsible for medical care and decisions re­
garding their minor childPrcn) wibh regards bo surgical procedures.
In a largo manner, bhis may be considered bo be conbribubed bo by bhe 
ability of adults to help assure adequate, informed decisionmaking.
Parb of be . jming an adult is learning to accepb bhe consequences of 
our decisions. Part of being a parent is to allow our child (iron) to begin 
to make decisions and bo .learn bo accept the consequences and responsi­
bility for those decisions. Hopefully, bhis bill will 9band on ibs own 
merit, continuing to re-injecb a balance of responsibility on physicians 
and parenbs wibh regards • to . bhe impacb of sexuality and beenago pregnancy 
on our society and bo begin bo respond accordingly.

I hope this information is helpful and encouraging bo bhe adoption of 
bhis. bill on tho simple premise bhat parental guidance is desirable in 
our society.

Robert G. Thompson, M.D., FACOG 
Reproductive.Surgeon

P.S. I've left out all the abatistics.
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(1) the abortion is performed by a physician or surgeon licensed by 
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j u d i c i a l  b y p a s s

A bortion is an issue with very littie middle ground. 
Those who call them selves “pro-choice" favor it; 
those known as “pro-life” fight it at every turn.
Rarely, if ever, do the two sides agree. And 

whenever an abortion-related bill com es up, the battle lines 
are drawn before the ink is dry.

Such, unfortunately, will probably be the case with Senate 
Bill 24, introduced recently by Sen. Loren Leman, an 
Anchorage Republican. His bill requires minors to obtain 
consent from a parent or guardian before getting an abortion. 
The provision also allows a minor io petition the courts for 
permission for the procedure without the consent of a parent 
or guardian.

The state currently has a parental consent law on the 
books. However, a 1976 opinion by the attorney general 
declared it unenforceaule because the statute lacked a 
judicial bypass provision. Various Supreme Court decisions 
have held that such an option is necessary to m eet 
constitutional muster. Sen. Lem an’s bill would fix the 
problem.

Regardless of one’s emotional views on the subject, this 
bill simply follows a fairly logical extension of existing  
Alaska law. A minor cannot vote, buy cigarettes or be served 
alcohol. Should we, however, allow minors to get an abortion?

A minor under the ago o f 16 can't use a firearm unless 
obtaining consent from a parent; they can't get married 
without consent; and they can t get any major -  or often 
tim es -  minor m edical procedure without parental consent. 
If one argues abortion is ‘just a m edical procedure,’ then 
parental consent should be required here as well.

What one calls that which grows inside a women -  fetus, 
egg, child, it, tissue, or whatever -  one point remains 
absolute. An abortion ends the life of a future human being. 
Such a decision should not be made by one scared young girl 
alone.

If an under-aged teen-ager needs permission for almost 
any medical procedure, how is an abortion different? And 
this law provides an outlet for those, for whatever reason 
allowable, who cannot obtain permission from their parents 
or guardians. The law allows for the courts to step in. 
However, courts must be extrem ely conservative in allowing 
this review. This is a m atter left to the family except in 
extrem e cases. It should not be an option available just 
because a girl doesn't want to face her parents.
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T here are m any things a child in Alaska can't, legally d> 
without his or her parents’ or guardians' permission. 
Some schools require permission to join on-campus 
extracurricular clubs or to participate in field trips. 

Young people need their parents’ permission to have their 
ears pierced and doctors and hospitals in Alaska need 
permission from parents before performing alm ost every  
medical procedure on underage patients. Even so, the state 
has yet to have a viable law requiring parental permission 
before a child can obtain an abortion.

That is not right.
House Bill 37 and Senate Bill 24 would establish som e  

s; lity and reestablish parental responsibility when a teen 
o n s id er s  abortion. The legislation requires a minor to obtain 
consent from a parent or guardian before she can obtain an 
aoortion.

Pregnancy has serious ramifications, no m atter what the 
age of the mother, and we would not presume to tell an adult 
woman how to deal with an unwanted pregnancy. However, 
the parents of a pregnant child should be involved in such a 
profound decision.

For a young teen-ager, an unwanted pregnancy can be 
devastating, the consequences overwhelming. Certainly there 
is no other more com pelling situation where a young person 
needs the help and guidance of parents.

The effects of an abortion can also be harmful both 
physically and psychologically and making the choice can be 
confusing and difficult, even for mature adults.

Parents have the responsibility and the right to know what 
surgical procedures their teens are having and to give them 
guidance; the law s of our state should reflect that. This 
legislation does.

There are dysfunctional families where the teen might fear 
seeking help from misguided or abusive parents. This 
legislation provides for "judicial bypass," that allows a 
minor to petition the court for permission to have an abortion 
without the consent of the parent or guardian. But these cases 
are few and far between. The court, no matter how 
sym pathetic, is a poor substitute for loving parents who only 
want what is right for their daughter’s well-being. This 
provision, however, guarantees that some responsible adults 
will be involved in the decision when parents are not so loving 
or just won't get involved.

Legislators should pass this bill for the sake of Alaska's 
fam ilies and the welfare of young women, som e not even old 
enough to legally drive, who need support and advice when 
making one of the m ost important decisions of their lives.
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STATE OF ALASKA
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
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Revision Date: _____________________________________  Department Affected: Administration
Title: "An Act relating to a requirement that a parent, guardian.
or custodian consent before certain minors receive an abortion..." BRU: Office of Public Advocacy_____
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ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)
The judicial bypass provisions of this bill contemplate a hearing at which an unemancipated minor aged 15 or under may si ek 
the court approval of her wish to have an abortion. The bill mandates the appointment of counsel for the minor through the 
Office of Public Advocacy (OPA). This fiscal note is based on the following assumptions: (1) 2,400 abortions per year are 
performed in Alaska; (2) 12% of abortions per year (288) are performed on women aged 17 or younger; (3) 39% of young 
women (112) wishing to obtain an abortion would seek a judicial bypass, based on the fact that 61 % of parents are informed 
of abortions in those states which do not require parental notice or consent.

(continued)

Prepared by: Brant McGee. Public Advocate    Phone: 269-3500
Division: Office o f Public Advocacy

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: Administration

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
nn For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSSB 24(FIN)
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS: (continued)

This office has located no data regarding the number of abortions performed on females aged 15 or younger. 
We have, therefore, further assumed that this group represents approximately half of minor women. Thus, 
OPA could be expected to provide attorney representation to 56 young women each year in judicial 
proceedings in which the minor sought to obtain approval of an abortion. The legal representation in these 
cases would be short but intense. The Office of Public Advocacy estimates that such services would cost an 
estimated $1,500 per case for a total of $84.0 per year.
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F I S C A L  N O T E

xrt>7 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Dale:_____0 3 /1 0 /9 7 ___________________________________ Dept. Affected: A laska Court System
Title: P are n tal consent before a  minor’s___________BRU: Trial C ourts__________
___________ abortion_____________________________ Component: ___________ _____
Sponsor: Sens. Leman, Halford, Green, Miller, Taylor _________________
Requestor: Senate HESS________________________ COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 768

E x p e o d l t u r e s / R e v e r tL 'e a _____________ {Thousands ol Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 9fl FY 09 FY00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND 4 STRUCTURES
GRANTS 4 CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0

TOTAL OPERATING 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 m o

j CAPfTAL EXPENDITURES | | | | | I I

|CHANGE IN REVENUES ( [

Fund Source______________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match 
1C04GF
10QS GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/MentaJ Health 
Other

10.0 10.0 10.0 ■ 10.0 10.0 10.0

TOTAL 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0

f i m n r / r  r> fVJ T F; \l_I On,; M—l W • | j
f ___

BILL NOV 'CSSG Z i q ( iD)

Estimate of any current year (FY 97) cost: None

Positions
Full-Time
Part-Time 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page If necessary) 

See attached fiscal analysis.

Prepa/adby: C. S. Christensen 111,. Staff Counsel ( / y  (.   Phone: 264-8228
Agency: A laska Court S y stem  t  Date; 03/10/97

Approvod by: Stephanie J. Cole, Acting Administrative Director /?? j z / f  a  Date: 03/10/97
Agency: Alaska Court System_________________________________________~
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Fiscal analysis
C S S B  2 4  ( J U D )

CSSB 24 (JUD) provides that a person may not knowingly perform an abortion upon a woman who 
is unmarried, under 13 years of age, and unemancipated, unless, before the abortion, one of the 
woman's parents or the woman's guardian or custodian has consented to the abortion in writing; a 
court issues an order authorizing the woman to consent to the abortion; or a court, by its inaction, 
constructively authorizes the woman to consent to the abortion. A woman who seeks a court order 
authorizing an abortion is required to have an attorney. If she cannot afford an attorney, one must be 
appointed by the court from the Office of Public Advocacy (OPA). Because we are dealing with 
unemancipated minors, it must be assumed that all attorneys will be paid for by the state. OPA has 
estimated that 112 minor females will seek judicial approval for an abortion each year.

CSSB 24 (JUD) requires a superior court judge to hold a hearing in these cases on an expedited basis. 
This note assumes that the review of documents, the hearing, the decision process and the preparation 
of the order will average tw o hours of judicial time. This note also reflects clerical costs associated 
with processing 112 filings which involve expedited hearings and which require court clerks to actively 
follow cases to make certain that time limits are met and that constru ‘ onsent has been given in 
cases in which a court takes no action within the specified period. T i . » ;e does not reflect costs 
for expedited appeals in cases where a court denies permission for an abo. uon, nor does it reflect costs 
for the preparation of special forms and instructions required by the bill.

Page 2 of 3
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Alaska Court SysJsf.t
r.sCS! A/Jis'/f-’s 
CCS? 24 (JUO)

T j r m w n n r TrosmrccDCTTTTwr

Personal Service*

Pro tom superior court Judge, fully vested, Anchorage. PPT 224 hours 
Clerical overtime for 224 hour? for range 10A (see note below)

Salary
$2,919

Benefits
$1,595

Total
$4,514
5,473

Total Personal Services $9,987

Note:

This bill will require clerical (range 8) and legal technician (range 12) service*. The 
average range of the two levels is approximately range 10, which was used For 
estimating the clerical overtime costs of this legislation.

P a g e  3  o f  3



STATE OF ALASKA
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

R ev isio n  D a te : D ep t. A ffe c te d :

BILL NO. CSSB 24 (JUD)

H e a l th  a n d  S o c ia l S e rv ic e ]
T itle : R e la t in g  to  p a r e n ta l  c o n se n t b e fo re BRU: M e d ic a l  A ss is ta n c e

c e r t a in  m in o r s  re c e iv e  a n  a b o r t io n C o m p o n en t: M e d ic a id  N o n -F a c ili ty

S p o n s o r :  L e m a n COM PONENT SERIAL NO. 2 2 9
R e q u e s to r :  S e n a te  F in a n c e S e c  a ls o  (S N ff):

E x p e n d i tu r e s / R e v e n u e s : (T h o u san d s  o f D ollars)
O P E R A T IN G F Y 9 8 F Y 9 9 FYOO F Y 0 1 F Y 0 2 F Y 0 3

PERSO N A L SERVICES
TRAVEL
C O NTRA CTUA L
SUPPLIES
EQUIPM EN T
LAND & STRUCTU RES
G R A N T S. CLAIMS
M ISCELLANEOUS

TO TA L OPERATING 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 .0 0 . 0

CA PITA L EXPENDITURES | | |

C H A N G E S IN REVENUES 1 1 1 '  1

F U N D  S O U R C E (T h o u san d s  o f D ollars)
1 0 0 2  F ed e ra l R e c e ip ts
1 0 0 3  GF M atch
1 0 0 4  GF
1 0 0 5  G F /P rog ram  R e c e ip ts
1 0 3 7  G F /M enta l H ealth
O th e r  (p le a se  sp ec ify )

TO TA L 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 .0 0 . 0 0 .0 0 .0

P O S IT IO N S :
FULL-TIME
PART-TIM E
TEM PORA RY

E s tim a te  o f a n y  c u r re n t  y e a r  (FY 97) c o s t : $0.0

A N A L Y S IS : ( A t ta c h  a s e p a r a t e  p a g e  if n e c e s s a r y )

E n a c tm e n t  o f  th i s  le g is la t io n  w o u ld  h a v e  v e ry  l i t t le  im p a c t  o n  t h e  fu n d in g  o f  a b o r t io n s  u n d e r  t h e  G e n e ra l  R e lie f  M e d ic a l  A s s i s t a n c e  
a n d  M e d ic a id  P r o g r a m s .  V e ry  f e w  a b o r t io n s  f u n d e d  b y  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s  a r e  p e r fo rm e d  o n  m in o r s .

P r e p a r e d  b y :  
D iv is io n :

A p p r o v e d  b y  C o m m is s io n e r :  
A g e n c y :

N a n c y  W e lle r
MedicglAssistance ,j

P h o n e :  46 5 -5 8 2 5  
D a te : 02/24/97

Department of Health &  Social Services
D a te :

(Rev 10/96lliinot«.xls/DAS_DHSS

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For fu r th er  d is tr ib u t ion  in fo r m a t io n ,  c a l l  th e  G o v e r n o r ' s  L e g is la t iv e  O f f ic e
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R evision  D a te : _________  ____

STATE OF ALASKA
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

B iU  V e r s i o n :  f l j g g

(S) Publish Date: 3 -S '-'f'J

T itle : P a r e n t a l  C o n s e n t  f o r  A b o r t io n
D ep t. A ffe c te d :  H e a l th  a n d  S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  

BRU: S ta te  H e a l th  S e rv ic e s

S p o n so r:  L e m a n
R e q u e s to r: Senate (JUD) 

Expenditures/Revenues

C o m p o n e n t:  P u b l ic  H e a l th  A d m in  S e r v ic e s  
C O M PO NEN T SERIAL N O. 292____________

S ee a lso  ( S N # ) :______________

(T h o u sa n d s  of D ollars)
OPERATING FY98 FY99 FYOO FY01 FY02 FY03

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
G RA N TS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

1

!
i

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

|CAP» AL EXPENDITURES

| C  ANGES IN REVENUES ( )

F U N D  SOURCE (T h o u sa n d s  o f D ollars)
1 0 0 2  F ederal R ece ip ts
1 0 0 3  GF M a tc h
1 0 0 4  GF
1 0 0 5  G F /P rog ram  R e c e ip ts  
1 0 3 7  G F /M enta l H ealth
O th e r (p le a se  sp ec ify )

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEM PORARY

A gency: D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l th  &  S o c ia l  S e rv ic e s

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For fu rthe r d istribution in fo rm ation, call the G overnor's Legislative O ffice

(R«v 10/96lflinole.xl»/DAS_DHSS P a g e  1 Of 1

Tl



1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
(S) Publish Date:

Revision Date: ______________________________________  Department Affected: Administration______________
Title: "An Act relating to a requirement that a parent, guardian.
or custodian consent before certain minors receive an abortion..." BRU: Public Defender Aaencv___________________
    Component: Public Defender Aaencv ___________
Sponsor: Senator L e m a n _____________________
Requestor: (S)HESS__________________________________COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 1631___________________

F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:_________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 98 FY 99 FY00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

No. _J>
Bill Version: ^  ,&/■______

I CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 I 0.0 0.0

I CHANGE IN REVENUES f ) 0.0 I 0.0 I 0.0 0.0 ! o.o I 0.0

FUND SOURCE: (Thousands of Dol ars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
OTHLR
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY 97) cost: $ 0.0 
P O S I T I O N S : ______________________
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

T h e  b ill  w o u ld  r e q u i r e  p a r e n t a l ,  g u a r d ia n  o r  c u s to d ia n  c o n s e n t  in  w r i t in g  b e fo re  a n  a b o r t io n  fo r  n il  u n m a r r i e d ,  
p r e g n a n t  u n e m a n c ip a te d  w o m a n  u n d e r  18 y e a r s  o f  a g e . A  ju d ic ia l  p ro c e s s  is  s e t  u p  to  b y p a s s  th e  c o n s e n t  
r e q u i r e m e n t  by  th e  f i l in g  o f  a  c o m p la in t  in  s u p e r io r  c o u r t .  A la w y e r  s h a l l  b e  a p p o in te d  to  r e p r e s e n t  th e  
c o m p la in a n t  i f  s h e  h a s  n o t  r e t a i n e d  a n  a t to r n e y ,  b u t  S e c tio n  5 o f  th e  b ill p ro v id e s  th o s e  la w y e rs  w ill  b e  fro m  th e  
O ffice  o f  P u b lic  A d v o c a cy . T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e r e  svill be  n o  f isc a l im p a c t  o n  th e  P u b lic  D e fe n d e r  A g en cy .

Prepared by: Barbara K. Brink. Acting Director____________________ Phone: (907) 264-4414
Division: Public Defender Agency_____________ .   Date:

Approved by Commissioner: Mark Bover
Agency: Department of Administration /  Date: /  /  & '*'dT/ /  /

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
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1997 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N  Bill Version:____3 B  ____

. (S) Publish Date: 3 ' . $ ' 9 1
Revision Date: 9~7 3 ____________ Department Affected: Administration_____________
Title: "An Act relating to a requirement tnat a parent, guardian. BRU: Office of Public Advocacy_________________
orcustodain consent before certain minors receive an abortion:..." Component: Office of Public Advocacy________ _ _
Sponsor: Senator Leman _________________ __________________________________________________ _______
Requestor (S) HESS______________________ __ _________  COMPONENT SERIAL NO. .43_________________

STATE O F ALASK A - No- -

EXPENDI7 URES/REVENUES:______________________  (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENniTURFR FY9H FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 07 FY 07

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL 168 n 168 0 168.0 168 n ...... __ 168 n . 166 0
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
Ml SC FI 1 ANFOI IS
TOTAL OPERATING . 1 _ 168 n 166 n JBflJL. m o 168 0

i CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I 1 I ~  f _ I I

I .r .H A NG£LLN  K F V F N i l F i M - ) -  ......  i    I- - 1  A .   1

FUND SOURCE: (Thousands ofDolla rs)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Menta! Health 
OTHFR

.. _ 168 n KiR n iea_n 168 0 168  n 1RR 0

r
TOTAL- ----------lfiflfl. ,.lfi8Q- . 16.8 n
E s t im a te  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (FY 9 7 ) c o s t :  $ _ 0

FULL-TIME 
PART-TIME 
TEMPORARY ..

ANALYSIS: (Attach a sep a ra te  p a g e  if n e cessa ry .)
T he ju d ic ia l b y p a ss  p r o v is io n s  o f  th is bill c o n te m p la te  a h ea rin g  at w h ic h  an u n em a n c ip a te d  m in or m a y  se e k  th e  cou rt  
ap p roval o f  her w ish  to  h a v e  an ab ortion . The bill m a n d ates th e  appointrr en t o f  c o u n s e l for th e m in o r  but d o e s  n o t id entify  
w h ic h  a g e n c y  w o u ld  prov d e  th e se  ser v ices . This fisca l n o te  a ssu m es that O ffic e  o f  P u b lic  A d v o c a c y  (O PA) w o u ld  b e  
a p p o in ted  b e c a u se  that a g e n c y  cu rren tly  rep resen ts ch ild ren  in m o st o th er  c iv il c a se s . T h e fiscal n o te  is b a sed  o n  th e  
fo llo w in g  assu m p tio n s: (1) 2 ,4 0 0  ab o rtio n s p er year are p erform ed  in A laska; (2) 12  p ercen t o f ab ortion s per y ear  (2 8 8 ) are 
p erform ed  on  w o m e n  a g ed  1 7 or yo u n ger; (3) 3 9  p ercen t o f  y o u n g  w o m e n  ( 112)  w ish in g  to  o b ta in  an a b o n io n  w o u ld  see k  a 
ju d ic ia l b y p a ss, b a sed  o n  th e fact that 61 p ercen t o f parents are in form ed  o f a b o rtio n s in th o se  sta tes w h ic h  d o  n o t require  
parental n o t ic e  or c o n se n t .

(co n tin u ed )

Prepared by: Brant McGee, Public Advocate 
D ivision: Office of Public Advocacy

Phone: 
Date: _

274-1684

Approved by Com m issioner: 
Agency: Adm inistration Date:

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call (he Governor's Legislative Office
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FISCAL NOTE
• STATE O F ALASK A BILL N O . SB 24

1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION v ;1 iT-

ANALYSIS: (continued)

T h u s ,  O P A  c o u l d  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a t t o r n e y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  1 1 2  y o u n g  w o m e n  e a c h  y e a r  i n  j u d i c i a l  
p r o c e e d i n g s  i n  w h i c h  I h e  m i n o r  s o u g h t  t o  o b t a i n  a p p r o v a l  f o r  a n  a b o r t i o n .  T h e  l e g a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e s e  
c a s e s  w o u l d  b e  s h o r t  b u t  i n t e n s e .  T h e  O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  A d v o c a c y  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  s u c h  s e r v i c e s  w o u l d  c o s t  a n  
e s t i m a t e d  $ 1 , 5 0 0  p e r  c a s e  f o r a  t o t a l  o f  $ 1 6 8 . 0  p e r  y e a r .

4 * 2
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Dale:
E lla

TISCSCTBTC
BE

Parental consent before a minor's
abortion

/ .
Bit. . ersion: £P> ^lJj'
(S) Publish Da t c : _ J L £ l Z j _

Dept. Affected: Alaska Court System __ __
BRU:
Component

Trial Courts

Sponsor;
Requestor:

Sen. Leman
S en a te  H ESS COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 768

Exnenditures/Revenues
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 98 FY 99 FY00 FY 01 FY 02 FY CO
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPUES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS & CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

1 0 .0 1 0 .0 1 0 .0 1 0 .0 1 0 . 0 1 0 .0

TOTAL OPERATING 1 0 .0 1 0 .0 1 0 .0 1 0 .0 1 0 .0 1 0 .0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( 1

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other

1 0 .0 1 0 .0 1 0 .0 1 0 .0 1 0 . 0 1 0 . 0

TOTAL 1 0 .0 1 0 .0 1 0 .0 1 0 .0 1 0 .0 1 0 .0

Estimate of any current year (FY 97) cost; None

Positions
Fgll-Tlme
Part-Time 1 .0 1 .0 1 .0 1 .0 1 .0 1 .0
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necossary)

See attached fiscal analysis.

/p /l /KT> f l

•

Prepared by; C. S . C h r is ten sen  III, S ta ff C ounsel ( A / IK ^ A Pnone: 264-8228
Agency: A lesk a  Court S y s tem _ n Data: __ 01/28/97

Approved by: Arthur H. Snow den , II, Administrative D irector K7 ( 01/28/97
Agency: A lask a Court S y s tem

Rev 1/97
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A L A S K A  C O U R T  S Y S T E M  
F I S C A L  A N A L Y S I S  
S B  2 4

SB 24 provides that a person may not knowingly perform an abortion upon a woman who is unmarried, 
under 18 years of age, and unemancipated, unless, before the abortion, one of the woman's parents 
or the woman's guardian or custodian has consented to the abortion in writing; a court issues an order 
authorizing the woman to consent to th8 abortion; o ra  court, by its inaction, constructively authorizes 
the woman to consent to the abortion. A woman who seeks a court order authorizing an abortion is 
required to have an attorney. If she cannot afford an attorney, one must be appointed by the court 
from the Office o f Public Advocacy (OPA). Because we are dealing w ith unernancipated minors, it 
must be assumed that all attorneys w ill be paid for by the state. OPA has estimated that 112 minor 
females w ill seek judicial approval for an abortion each year.

SB 24 requires a superior court judge to hold a hearing in these cases on an expedited basis. This note 
assumes that the review of documents, the hearing, the decision process and the preparation of the 
order w ill average tw o hours of judicial time. This note also reflects clerical costs associated with 
processing 112 filings which involve expedited hearings and which require court clerks to actively 
fo llow  cases to make certain that time limits are met and that constructive consent Has been given in 
cases in which a court takes no action w ithin the specified period. This note does not reflect costs for 
appeals in cases where a court denies permission for an abortion.

Page 2 of 3



»

AjagkaCwft.5
•Fiscal Analysis 
S.B 24

)
»

Personal Services
Salary Benefits

Pro tem superior court Judge, fully vested, Anchorage, PPT 224 hours $2,919 $1,595
Clerical overtime for 224 hours for range 10A (see note below)

Total Personal Services $9,987

Note:

This bill will require clerical (range 8) and legal technician (range 12) services. The 
average range of the two levels Is approximately range 10, which was used for 
estimating the clerical overtime costs of this legislation.

Total
$4,514

5,473
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STATE OF ALASKA  
1997' LEGISLATIVE SESSIO N

r
BL

‘‘"A  - .
ersion: SB  JW-

(S) Publish Date: Aa
Revis ion Da t a :

Title:
certain minors receive an aborrioc

Relating to  p a r e n ta l  c o n s e n t  b e fo re
Oept. Affected: 

BRU: 
Component:

Health and Social Services
1 1 -

Medical Assistance
Medicaid Non-Facility

Sponsor:
Requestor:

Ltrnan COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 229
See a lso  ( S N # ) :____

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY98 FY99 FYOQ FY01 FY02 FY03

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGES   :3

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Meich
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please specify)

TOTAL 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of any cunent yoarl|FY97) coat: io.o

ANALYSIS: [A ttach  a separate page if  necessary)

Enactment of this legislation would have very little  impact on the funding of abortions under the General Relief Medical Assistance 
and Medicaid Programs. Vary few  abortions funded by these programs are performed on minors.

Prepared by: 
Division:

Approved by Commissioner: 
Agency:

M  ed i cafA  ssfs t a n c e
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Date:
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SENATE FINANCE 
COMMITTEE 

Amendment Number: >
Bill Number: 1 ^ 8  z j f ju O l 
Sponsor:_______ P a t e:3 lu  Ah
Loggod In By: ^ U a j u —  A M E N D M E N T

OFFERED IN THE SENATE BY SENATOR PEARCE

TO: CSSB 24(JUD)

1 Page I, line 5, following

2 Insert "relating to paren tal responsibility for minors and  the m in o r’s children;"

3 Page 8, following line 19:

4 Insert a new bill section to read:

5 "* Sec. 5. AS 25.20 is amended by adding a new section to read:

6 Sec. 2f» ",0.035. Duty to maintain ‘ hild and grandchild . In addition to a

7 parent’s liability to maintain a child under AS 25.20.030, a parent has the duty to

8 maintain the parent’s child ancl the child’s children until the parent’s child becomes

9 18 years of age or is emancipated under AS 09.55.590."

0 - L S 0 2 1 0 \E .2  '  
L a u te r b a c h  

3 /1 2 /9 7

10 Renumber the following bill sections accordingly.



0-LS0210\E.l 
Lautcrbach " 

3/10/97

OFFERED IN THE SENATE 

TO: GSSB 24(JUD)

1 Page 2, line 26:

2 Delete "18"

3 Insert "16"

4 Page 2, line 30:

5 Delete "18"

6 Insert "16"

7 Page 3, line 13:

8 Delete "18"

9 Insert "16"

10 Page 3, line 30:

11 Delete "18"

12 Insert "16"

13 Page 4, line 10:

14 Delete "18"

15 Insert "16"

16 Page 4, line 18:

17 Delete "18"

18 Insert "16"

19 Page 8, line 14:

A M E N D M E N T

B Y  SENATOR PHILLIPS

SENATE FINANCE 
COMMITTEE

Amendment Number:__/____
Bill Number: C £<-/ C'uio) 
Sponsor:  Pate:-V/c/-7? 
Logged In Bv: ' faeCi?t n

-1-



-2-
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S t a t e  o f  a l a s k a

L e g i s l a t i v e  a f f a i r s  a g e n c y

DIVISION OF PUBLIC SERVICES

DATE: ^ J m j Q l ____________

Please accept the enclosed original(s) of written testimony

for the g  -U' J  \ \Ca  teleconference hearing that was

scheduled on 3// tj*7 ~7________________ •

A copy of this testimony was transmitted to your committee via 

fax on ^ //,'Cy/.9  7________
legislative affairs agency

Thank you, Sitka legislative Office
210 Lake Street 

Sitka, Alaska 93335



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the ' i  i f ( y f
committee name

committee o n  J . B  • B  V ________  ( dated  ^ . — ____11— --------------- .
bill/subject

U a v c o  J X -  / i f e c v f c v ^  ; u j  L c ^

“ f h e . i V  i v u o l o i ^ c j f S u o h  / f1 id ~7~ —  '- L  /  fJ >

( B O h J C y o ^ f t i o t ^  f o  J o e  f ' e u t .  c > ( U

O p \v e * o { - £  J / c W A  )o  <i B ■€ J?

■ j'p Y *  / / ' i ' f  V| / /v y / ju ^ ) C o J ~ c . l L  O O K  ^ D o i e  { - J

h < z / ) \ r  J \ ^  U j j>  S t V  0  ^  

y" ^ V - €  ^  Y"^- t i  l i + r c f  ^ .

4 l

Signed
Testifies *

Jm

( E & u j A & l - b M y

Representing (Optional)
: p o  ~ \ 3 t n i  L ,  V )  f  , ’b '  K / r . \  -
I Address

7 ^ 7  - 7 £  & )__________________
Phone No.

9/86 Legislative Information Ollice



S t a t e  o f  a l a s k a

L e g i s l a t i v e  a f f a i r s  a g e n c y

D I V I S I O N  O F  P U B L I C  S E R V I C E S

DATE:

Please accept the enclosed original(s) of written testimony 

*■ / rfT*
for the S p ,a ,i~Td I l  teleconference hearing that was

scheduled on_ V / /  h i ______________ .

A copy of this testimony was transmitted to your committee via

fax on JS //fl Icl 1________________ .
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

Thank you, Sitka Legislative Office
J 210 Lake Street

Sitka, Alaska 99835 
__________________ 747-6276



A laska State Legislature 
Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance 
Committee on S.B. 24, an Act relating o Parental Consent Before a 
Minor Receives an Abortion dated Tues. March 11 at 9 am.

1 support S.B. 24 because a minor does not have enough 
mature judgment to make this important decision. I also question 
the motives of anyone who would influence a minor to have an 
abortion with-out first consulting with their parents. It is a sad but 
true fact that women are some times abused before, during, and 
after the procedure. This abuse is most often committed on minors 
receiving abortions with out parental consent, because the 
abortionist know that a minor receiving an abortion would be 
afraid to complain to their parents or any other authority

Who in a minors life would be with her daily to watch for 
problems stemming from the abortion if her parents have no idea 
one has been performed? Remember there are often problems that 
need medical attention that she might not recognize as such.

Over 30 valid studies have confirmed the link between an 
aborted first pregnancy and breast cancer when they reach 
their 40s. How will the state deal with the monetary costs and 
the pain if minors are not given the protection of parental 
consent?

Please vote lor S.B. 24. Thank You.

Address



L e g i s l a t i v e  a f f a i r s  a g e n c y  r e c e i v e d

D IV IS IO N  O F  P U B L I C  S E R V I C E S  MAR i ?  199?

S t a t e  o f  a l a s k a

DAIE: J/ / / / 9 7 ______________

Please accept the enclosed original(s) of written testimony

for the vAp.k a. i\u i\ a  - teleconference hearing that was

scheduled on ^3/ n /q  -7_______________ .

A copy of this testimony was transmitted to your conmittee via

fax on 3-//IJ <9 ~7_______________ .
I ' LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY --

Thank you, Sitka Legislative Offico
210 Lake Street 

Sitka, Alaska 99835



P l e a s e  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  m y  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  F i n a n c e  
C o m m i t t e e  0 1 1  S e n a t e  B i l l  2 4 ,  c o n c e r n i n g  p a r e n t a l  c o n s e n t  
b e f o r e  a  m i n o r  c a n  r e c e i v e  a n  a b o r t i o n ,  d a t e d  M a r c h  1 1 ,

In my copy of Sonale Bili Number 24, point number seven under Section 1, Purpose and Findings, 
slates, “parental involvement legislation enacted in other slates has shown to have a significant effect in 
roducing abortion, birth, and pregnancy rates among minors." This finding impacts our state’s finances. 
If follows that if there are less abortions, then there should also less need for funding for abortions.

However, as the other six points indicate, there is more involved than just reducing the number ol 
abortions. We also need to consider the cost we vail incur if wo fail to preserve our traditional family 
structure. Through out history, no society has found any social slmcturo to care for its young that is as 
efficient or cost effective as the family unit. Therefore, it is to Ihe sta's’s financial advantage to foster and 
to preserve Ihis family structure. I will conclude my testimony by repealing the testimony which I 
submitted on March 5,1997 to the Judiciary Committoe concerning House Bill Number 37.

"I feel it is wise for our state's laws to require parental consent 
before minors may receive an abortion.

In school we were taught that our United Stales has many levels ol 
government: federal.state, municipal, church, family, and the individual. 
Each level ol government has its defined realm ol jurisdiction. If 
however, some of its authority is usurped by another level, (hen its ability 
to govern is to that measure diminished.

Traditionally, American parents have been responsible for the woll 
being, training, and guidance of their children. It is only when Ihe 
children are no longer minors that the children become responsible for 
governing their own affairs as responsible, law-abiding citizens. The 
traditional family unit provides needed guidance and protection for Ihe 
minor child until he or she becomes mature enough to make wise 
decisions.

II a higher level of government, in this case our state, whether 
intentionally or unintentionally, undermines parental authority, by allowing 
a minor to act independently ol her parent’s consenl; then that 
government diminishes the family unit’s ability to govern its members 
effectively. II contributes lo the family unit's dysfunction.

Can we afford to weaken our families? Can we afford to have such 
a basic building block to the loundation of our social tructure become 
dysfunctional? No, we cannol.

I believe il is essential lo Ihe survival of our country for every level 
of government to preserve the family. I also believe it is in the best 
interest of every child lo insure that their parents 'will always have a voice 
in their minor’s choices and actions. Therefore, it is necessary lor tho 
State of Alaska to require parental consent belore a minor can legally 
recoivo an abortion."

Please pass Ihis bill that requires parental consent boforo a minor may receive an abortion.

1 9 9 7 .

Dear Sirs:

Thank you.

SinrorAli/

Yvdnne Corduan 
712 Monastery Street 
Sitka, Alaska 99835 
(907)747-2634



Please, writer into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee on SB 24, 
dated March 11, 1997.

Dear Sirs,

In the great Stale o f  Alaska, as is common in practically all o f  our country, a school nurse 
cannot provide even over-the-counter medication to an obviously ailing child without the 
approval o f the parent or guardian. And yet, some people want to allow a much more 
serious medical procedure, one which has long term physical and psychological 
consequences, without the knowledge and consent o f  the person or persons responsible 
for the every day welfare o f  the child.

1 am firmly convinced that the State o f  Alaska has better ways to invest its financial 
resources than in the termination o f  the life o f its vet unborn citizens.

While some folks might claim that we decrease our welfare roils by terminating the 
pregnancy o f  “ unwanted” children, that is certainly only an assumption. Would it not be 
better to give these unborn citizens an opportunity to become productive citizens. By 
killing them we certainly make sure that they will never be unproductive members o f  our 
society. But can we truly pass judgment w'thout evidence. Why do we pass the death 
sentence on a person who has not committed any crime. Why do we pass the death 
sentence on a person whose parents were immature and have made a bad mistake.

P le a s e ,  p a s s  th e  b ill  that will allow parents and guardians to protect their minor 
children from their own immaturity and stop the killing o f Alaska’s greatest resource, i.e. 
babies who will become the future citizens o f  our State.

Thank you for allowing me to address you on this important issue.

Sincerely,

Wolfgang Corduan 
712 Monastery Street 
Sitka, Alaska 99835 
(907)747-2634



S t a t e  o f  a l a s k a

L e g i s l a t i v e  a f f a i r s  a g e n c y

D I V I S I O N  O F  P U B L I C  S E R V I C E S

r t E C E l v e o

M A R  I 2  1997

DATE: J%//>I 9 ' 7 _____________

Please accept the enclosed original (s) of written testimony 

for the i\ g  1$ y m  iA (> €  . teleconference hearing that was

scheduled on ,3V ll l Q  ~7_______________ •

A copy of this testimony was transmitted to your committee via

fax on ^ j l l j ^ ~ 7
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

Thank you. Sitka Legislative Offico
210 Lake Street 

Sitka, Alaska 99835
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March 11, 1997

To: SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Re; SB 24 Parental consent for minors' abortions

Please enter my testimony at the hearing held this date.

I oppose SB 24.

If you pass this bill on, please include a fiscal note 
providing for the support of the girls and the unwanted children 
that might result. Also require the impregnators, who are often 
men over 21 years of age, to be responsible financially.

This bill is punitive to minor girls, and permissive to men

who prey upon them sexually.

PleaGe do not pass it.

Thank you for your attention.

PO Box' 2966
Sitka, Alaska 99*135
(9 0 7 )  7 4 7 -8 9 5 0



E M E H G E N C V  I N S T R U C T I O N S  F O R  E M P L O V E ES
U P O N  S O U N D I N G  O F  F I R E  R L R R M

K eep C a lm  - DO N O T  p a n ic  or pan ic  o thers .

Q u ick ly  te rm in a te  y o u r  te leph one  call o r ac tiv it ies . P ro g re ss  im m e d ia te ly  to y o u r  
em erg e n c y  exit. Take coat an d  pu rse s  O N L Y  if they  a re  conven ien t.

W alk  ra p id ly  - D O  N O T  run.

Before o p e n in g  d o o rs  - feel the do or,  if h o t  - d o  n o t  op en . C hoo se  a lte rna te  route .

[f c a u g h t  in  sm ok e , im m e d ia te ly  d ro p  to the floor, c ra w l a lo n g  the floor w here  the 
is cooler, take  sh o r t  b rea th s  an d  b rea th  th ro u g h  y o u r  nose.

O nce  o u t  o f  the b u i ld in g  proceed  qu ick ly  a n d  ca re fu lly  to y o u r  s tag in g  area. S tay o u t  
of the f ire figh ters  w av.

A.) S T A G IN G  AREAS:
G R O U N D  FLOOR: Courthouse Courtyard
1ST FLOOR: School Playground behind  Capitol Bldg.
2N D  FLOOR: School Playground behind  Capitol Bldg.
4TH FLOOR: School Playground beh ind  Capitol Bldg.
5TH FLOOR: School Playground b eh in d  Capitol Bldg.

If possib le , close d o o r  b eh in d  you.

First A id  Kits are  located in: Boiler R o o m
S u p p ly  R o o m  
S e n a te  C h a m b e r s  
H o u s e  C h a m b e r s



CHIEF FIRE WARDENS
ARERESPO NSTB l.EFOR :

O nce a la rm  bell so u n d s ,  check the time of day , a n d  record  is as so on  as 
practical.

P rog ress  im m ed ia te ly  w ith  clip b o a rd  to y o u r  d e s ig n a te d  ou ts id e  area. 
C l ip b o a rd  will be kep t in a state of "read iness"  w h ich  req u ires  u n u s e d  
E v acu a tio n  R epo rt  Form s an d  a pen  or pencil se c u re d  to the board .

U p o n  ev a c u a t io n  of the bu ild ing , Fire W a rd e n s  will r e p o r t  d irec tly  to 
you, re p o r t in g  their n am e  a n d  room  ass ig n m e n ts ,  a n d  if any  p eop le  are 
w a i t in g  in sta irw ells , u n e v acu a ted  areas, a n d  an y  o th e r  p rob lem s.

W hen  ail a reas  have  rep o rted  in, p roceed  to the fire tru ck  a n d  rep o r t  
an y  u n c lea red  a n d / o r  problem s. Leave c l ip b o a rd  at the first location 
w ith  y o u r  p a r tn e r  C hief Fire W arden . If y o u r  p a r tn e r  is ab sen t this day , 
d e s ig n a te  a r e p la c e m e n t

U p o n  rece iv ing  the "all clear" s ign  or s igna l f ro m  a u n ifo rm e d  fire 
p e rso n  o r  b u i ld in g  m a in tenan ce  person , r e s p o n d  to p r e d e te rm in e d  
m ee tin g  place for a sh o r t  m eeting, a p p ro x im a te ly  15 m inu tes ,  w ith  all 
Fire W a rd e n s  a n d  the Build ing M an a g er  to c r i t iqu e  the event. The 
m e e t in g  area will be in the B utrovich R oom .



FIRE WARDENS

Each ha lf  o f the G ro u n d ,  1st, 2nd, 4th, a n d  5 th  f loor will h a v e  tw o  persons 
d e s ig n a te d  as Fire W ard e n s  an d  O ne C h ie f  Fire W ard e n .  It is the 
respo nsib il i ty  of these in d iv id u a ls  to g u id e  a n d / o r  d irect the pe rso ns  on  their 
respec tive  a rea  o u t  of the bu ild ing . O nce o u t  o f  the b u ild in g  the Fire W ard e n  
shall d irec t  their evacuees  to the p re  d e s ig n a te d  s tag in g  area. The fo llow ing 
are the d e s ig n a te d  s tag in g  areas:

G R O U N D  FLOOR: C o u r th o u se  C o u r ty a rd
1st, 2nd , 4 th , an d  5th
Floors: P lay g ro u n d  b e h in d  C ap ito l  Bldg.

Fire W a rd e n s  will be a p p o in te d  at the b e g in n in g  o f  each  Legislative Session 
by the B uild ing M anager.  A t  the en d  of each  Legislative Session these 
po s it ions  will be u p d a te d  by  the B uild ing  M anager .  The Fire W ardens  for 
each floor are  id en tif ied  on  the fo llow ing  pages.



F IR E  W A R D E N S  A R E  R E S P O N S I B L E  F O R :

M a in t e n a n c e  Item s:

1. In fo rm  all e m p lo y e e s  o f  th e ir  e m e rg e n c y  e x its  an d  e g re s s  rou te .

2. O n a da ily ,  tou ring  basis , keep  c o r r id o r  do o rs  an d  s ta i rw e l l  d o o rs  c lo sed . 
K eep  and m a in ta in  c le a r  e x i t  pa ths  w ith  no o b s tru c t io n .

3. Be fam il ia r  w ith  lo ca tio n  and fire  e x t in g u is h e r  in y o u r  a re a  and  w h e th e r
it is o p e ra t io n a l .

E m e r g e n c y  P ro c e d u re s :

1. S u p e rv is e  the e v a c u a t io n  o f  y o u r  d e s ig n a te d  a rea . C h e c k  re s t ro o m s  and
pr iv a te  o ff ices  to be ce r ta in  all have e v a c u a te d .  G e t  p e o p le  m oving .

2. M o n i to r  ex its  to a s s is t  in m erg in g  tra ffic  w ith the p e o p le  a lread y  in
s ta irw e ll .  F ire  E scap e  S ta irw ay .

3. E n su re  o ff ice  d o o rs  are c lo sed  a f te r  f lo o r  is e v a c u a te d .

4. O n ce  o u ts ide  the b u ild ing , no tify  C h ie f  W ard e n  o f  lo ca t io n  o f  any  pe rson  w ho
m ay  be w ait in g  in m ain  s ta irw e ll .  R ep o r t  y o u r  d iv is io n ,  se c t io n ,  y o u r  nam e, 
and  area re sp o n s ib le  for. C h ie f  F ire  W a rd e n s  w ill  be h o ld in g  c l ip b o a rd s  w ith  
a brill ian t "X" on the back.

5. Y ou are re s p o n s ib le  to en su re  tha t the b u ild in g  o c c u p a n ts  are w ell  aw ay
fro m  the bu ild ing  and  o f f  the s ta irs ,  so  as no t to h a m p e r  fire d e p a r tm e n t  
a c c e s s .

6 . A f te r  "all c lear"  s igna l has been  g iv en  to ree n te r  the b u i ld in g ,  you  w ill
re sp o n d  to the B u tro v ic h  R o o m  for a b r ie f  ( a p p ro x im a te ly  15 m in u te s )  
m e e t in g  w ith  F ire  W a rd e n s  and  the B u i ld in g  M a n a g e r  to c r i t iq u e  the even t.



Alaska State Legislature 
Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance 
Committee on S.B.,24 relating to Parental Consent before a Minor 
receives an Abortion with a Judicial Bv-pass. Dated March 11.
1997 at 9 am.

I support S.B. 24
I want to talk about facts, sense and fiscal responsibility as 

well as compassion for minor women.
F a c t :

1. The States pays for minors abortions with out parental consent.
2. Minors are capable and have multiple abortions every year.
3. Abortions are expensive.
4. The Journal of American Medicine, July 21, 1993 and The New 
England Journal of Medicine, January, 1994 reported the 
Deadly After-Effect of Abortion: Breast Cancers in women who 
abort their first pregnancy
5. 1 ru e , iru e  Dreast c a n c e r does ntft show-up until the women is in 
h e r 40s.
6 . There are more than 30 valid studies supporting this sad fact 
and only the self admitted flawed Swedish study is quoted by Pro- 
Abortion advocates.
7. Many parents will gi

—C( <v
C -1' ' p ' r f -  ’

1 . It is nonsense forthe
a. they are expensive.
b. the state is sentencing these minors to a death sentence

2. Being pregnant only shows that a minor is not capable of 
making common sense decisions.
3. Actions have consequences; for the minor as well as the Stale.
4. Let the parents be responsible for their children now and for 
their future.

/e their consent. ; >- V
/  ■- u  ^  Y *  7 ^  ^; , ;  S e n s e “  ^  7

state to pav for these abortions.



F i s c a l  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y :
1. The State has the responsibility to protect minors from their 
own lack of judgmentyand knowledge that actions have 
consequences.

2. The State has the obligation to not only spend money wisely 
nowjbut looking to the future of Alaskan women suffering from 
breast cancer and blaming the State (and out of that blame suing 
the state.

P l e a s e  v o t e  f o r  S .B . 2 4 . Thank You.

Signed ^  _______ ______________
Testifier '  '

/ ( ' ~A/ — ^  v a .
Representing(Optional)

i'fo  U  ^  ~  @  . S , ' _______________
Address 7
^ ______________7 "* ?  -  7 -^  7  -  _________________________________



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the _ / / A  '0
committee name

committee on ^    , dated % > / 'K * j  ^  _______________
bill/subject

The R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y  o f  A l a s k a  s u p p o r t s  SB 24 and u r g e s  i t ’ s p a s s a g e  
as a n e c e s s a r y  means t o  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  e f f e c t u a t e  t h e  s t a t e  p o l i c y  
f i r s t  e n a c t e d  i n  1970 i n  AS 0 8 . G 4 . 0 1 0 .

P a r e n t a l  c o n s e n t ,  o r  . j u d i c i a l  b y p a s s  r e v i e w ,  p r i o r  t o  p e r f o r m i n g  an 
a b o r t i o n  on an u n e m a n c ip a t e d  c h i l d  i s  a c o m p a s s i o n a t e  and n e c e s s a r y  
p r o t e c t i v e  t o o l  Tor A l a s k a ’ s e m o t i o n a l l y  i m m a t u r e  c h i l d r e n .

F a m i l i e s ,  and a d u l t  c h a r a c t e r ,  a r e  b u i l t  n o t  o n t  cream p u f f  i s s u e s  b u t
t h r o u g h  f a c i n g  l i f e ’ s c h a l l e n g e s .  G o v e r n m e n t  s u p p o r t  o f  "e sc a pe  
h a t c h e s "  w h i c h  u l t i m a t e l y  d e s t r o y  f a m i l i e s ,  i n h i b i t  c h a r a c t e r  
f o r m a t i o n ,  and i n d u c e  de pe nde n c e ,  i s  an e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  f a l s e  
c o m p a s s io n  t h a t  has b r o u g h t  A m e r ic a  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where i t  has t h e  
h i g h e s t  a b o r t i o n  r a t e  o r  any i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  c o u n t r y .

B u i l d i n g  f a m i l i e s  and t r u e  c o m p a s s io n  f o r  p r e g n a n t  c h i l d r e n  s t r o n g l y  
a r g u e s  a g a i n s t  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  f a i l e d  p o l i c y  o f  p r o v i d i n g  s e c r e t  
a b o r t i o n s  f o r  o u r  c h i l d r e n .

SB 24 i s  i n  c o m p l e t e  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  g r a s s r o o t s  w r i t t e n  and
a d o p te d  P l a t f o r m  oT t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y  oT A l a s k a  and a l s o  w i t h  t h e
n a t i o n a l  P l a t f o r m  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y ,  and i s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  
t h e  d e s i r e s  o f  t h e  s r o n g  m a j o r i t y  o f  A m e r i c a n s .

Signed:
Testifier . r

W / i p ; /  O X  / ( { x iS f i/1
• Representing (Optional) /

S / T M  *7*7 X l y
Address

$ 0 / W ? )  7 k 7 -  ___________________
P h o n e  N o .

9/86 Legislative Information Office
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February 16, 1997 Reference: S.B. 24

Dear Senator Leman:

I am a physician in private practice specializing in family 
medicine. I naturally treat many children and adolescents on a 
daily basis. I need parental consent in order to even evaluate a 
minor, much less perform a procedure.

It is totally incongruous to me that our State should allow an 
abortion to be performed upon an adolescent or younger child 
without parental consent. I have found that.children even as old as 
18 frequently cannot tell me their drug allergies or other details 
of their medical history.

Teens and preteens tend to be short sighted in highly stressful 
situations for many reasons, such as fear of immediate 
consequences, with less appreciation of long term consequences. I 
have counseled teens with a crisis pregnancy. Abortion at those 
times is a quick fix; risks seem unimportant and something that 
"won't happen to me."

An unemancipated teen requires parental consent to allow me to 
pierce their ears or take off a mole-very minor procedures which 
are relatively very low risk. Abortion has serious potential risks 
that can affect a young girl well into her adulthood. As you know, 
in addition to the immediate risk of infection, bleeding and 
perforation, there are long term effects such as the increased risk 
of ectopic pregnancy and infertility, and possibly even an 
increased risk of breast cancer-not to mention the possibility of 
a post traumatic stress type syndrome which frequently occurs as 
late as 7-12 years after abortion.

Parents must be required to consent to operative procedures 
performed upon their children-abortion certainly should not be an 
exception. There is of course judicial bypass for children who are 
truly endangered by parental disclosure.

There is another effect upon public health which parental consent 
for abortion has repeatedly caused, that should not be minimized. 
States which require parental consent have lower teen pregnancy 
rates. Isn't it time to do something that will lower the teen 
pregnancy rate for a change.

Sincerely yours,



LOUIS E. MAYER, M.D., A.P.C.
Dipiomate, American Board ol Family Practice

LOUIS E. MAYER, M.O., A.P.C.
3300 PROVIDENCE DRIVE, SUITE 301 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99508 
TELEPHONE (907) 563-3732 

FAX (907)561-4730
CHARLES E. MANWILLER, M.D.

Dipiomate, American Board of Family Practice

S e n a t o r  L o re n  L e m a n  
A la s k a  S ta te  C ap ito l  B u ild in g  
R o o m  115
Ju n e a u ,  A lask a  99801

F e bru ary  18, 1997

D e a r  S e n a to r  Lem an:

M y nam e is C harles  M an w il le r ,  M .D . I have  prac ticed  m e d ic in e  in 
A n c h o ra g e  s ince  1965; I de l ive red  bab ies  un ti l  ten years ago. I am  a fam ily  
d o c t o r .

I am writing to state my position  on Senate  Bill 24. It is my 
u n d e r s ta n d in g  that this b ill  w ill  fac il i ta te  the in v o lv e m e n t  o f  p a re n ts  in the  
d e c is io n  o f  a teenage  girl (u nd er  age 18) to have  an abortion .
I am  in favor  o f  this leg is la tion  fo r  the fo l lo w ing  reasons:

1. An abortion  is not w ithou t po ten tia l  ' ' ' im p lica t io n s .  A g ir l 's  paren ts
h a v e  a respo ns ib i l i ty  to know  abou t and  a p p ro v e  a p ro ce d u re  w h ich  has 
m e d ic a l  and  e m o tion a l  im p ac t  on a m in o r  dau gh ter .

2. C o n fid e n t ia l i ty  b e tw een  ch i ld  and  p a re n t ,  though  a p p l ic ab le  in the 
a re n a  o f  sexually  tran sm it ted  d isease , shou ld  be w av ed  in abort ion . T h e  
p a re n ts  need to know. A bo rtio n  inv o lv es  the  d es tru c tio n  o f  hum an  life. T he
u n b o rn  baby m ight have  in f in ite  v a lu e  as a fu tu re  m e m b e r  o f  the  fam ily .

3. I p ro po se  that avo idan ce  o f  paren ta l  in v o lv em en t  at this c r i t ica l  t im e
in a te e n a g e r ’s life, w h ile  at the  m o m en t  seem in g ly  less  th re a ten in g  to the  
p r e g n a n t  teen, u l t im a te ly  is m o re  d iv is iv e  than  c o n s t ru c t iv e  in the  p a re n t-
d a u g h t e r  r e l a t i o n s h ip .

4. M ed ica l  pe rsonn e l  a re  q u ite  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t  ob ta in in g  p a re n ta l  
c o n s e n t  befo re  t rea t ing  a m in o r  in a lm o s t  every  s i tu a tio n . S hou ld  an e v e n t
c o n ta in in g  the p ro fo un d  s ig n if ica n ce  o f  an ab o r t io n  be  any less d e s e rv in g  o f  
p a r e n t a l  a p p r o v a l?

T h a n k  you for y o u r  c o n c e rn  r e g a rd in g  th is  im p o r ta n t  fam ily  re la te d
i s s u e .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u rs ,

C har les  E. M a n w il le r .M .D



R o b e r t  G .  T h o m p s o n ,  M . D . ,  F.A.C.O.G.
Rqnoductive Surgeon - Society (f!ifpraJuchv< Surgeons . ,
D r^o m tlc -A rn en cm n  Board o f  O b sU tn n  tn d G yn tco lo Q i ÂXj (J 9 0 7 ) ^65*3973

C a t h e r i n e  4. T h o m p s o n ,  R .N . ,  M . S .N .
Advanced Nurse Practitioner

F e b r u a r y  18, 1997

The  H o n o r a b l e  L o r e n  Leman  
S e n a t t o r  - S d a b e  o f  A l a s k a  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

ATTENTION: M i k e  P a u l e y  Re :  Wr i t oben T e s t i m o n y
SB 24 an d  HB 37

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Leman a n d  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  Membe r s :

My name  i s  R o b e r t  T h o m p s o n .  I am a p h y s i c i a n  a nd  s u r g e o n  s p e c i a l i z i n g  
i n  o b s t e t r i c s ,  g y n e c o l o g y ,  i n f e r t i l i t y ,  a nd  r e p r o d u c t i v e  s u r g e r y .  I ' v e  
r e a d  n u m e r o u s  o t h e r  t e s t i m o n i e s  o f  o b h e r  p h y s i c i a n s ,  c o l l e g e s ,  s o c i e t i e s ,  
a nd  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i s s u e  o f  p a r e n t a l  c o n s e n t  f o r  m i n o r a  
b e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g  w i t h  an  e l e c t i v e  s u r g i c a l  p r o c e d u r e ,  i n  t l»?« c a s e ,  
a s  a n  " a b o r t i o n . "  T h e r e  s e e m s  t o  bo  t h r e e  m a j o r  o b j e c t i o n s  p h y s i c i a n s  
and  v a r i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h a v e  i n  r e g a r d s  bo  a c c e p t i n g  t h i s  b i l l .

F i r s b ,  t h e  l e g a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  a n d  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  v i o l a t i n g  t h i s  
o b l i g a t i o n .  B e i n g  a  p r a c t i c i n g  p h y s i c i a n  d o e s  n o t  e x e m p t  p h y s i c i a n s  
o f  t h e  n u m e r o u s  and e x t e n s i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  t h e  l aw  a n d  t h e  
n u m e r o u s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  v i o l a t i o n s  t o  s u c h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  
p r a c t i c e  o f  m e d i c i n e .  Any a r g u m e n t  w i t h  r e g a r d s  bo c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  
v e r s u s  a s p e c t s  o f  p r a c t i c i n g  m e d i c i n e  n e e d  o n l y  do b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h i s  
l i g h t .  I b  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  u n d e r s t a n d  why a s u r g i c a l  p r o c e d u r e  
s u c h  a s  a b o r t i o n  c o u l d  h a v e  e v e r  c ome  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  an  e x e m p b  
p r o c e d u r o  f o r  p a r e n t a l  c o n s e n t  wh e n  i t s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  c a n  i n c l u d e  
s i g n i f i c a n t  l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g  a n d  p e r m a n e n t  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  w h i c h  c o u l d  
i n c l u d e  d e a t h ,  s b e r i l i d y ,  i n f e c t i o n ,  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  
W h i l e  t h o s e  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  u s u a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  f a i r l y  r a r e ,  
t h e y  e x i s t .  Th e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  c o m p l i c t i o n s  a f t e r  an  a b o r t i o n  i s  c om ­
p l e t e d  w o u l d  a l 30 r e q u i r e  p a r e n t a l  c o n s e n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  I f e e l  i t  i s  i n  
t h e  b e s t  i n b e r o s t  o f  a p h y s i c i a n  p r a c t i c i n g  m e d i c i n e  t o  i n v o l v e  a 
r e s p o n s i b l e  g u a r d i a n  o r  p a r e n t  i n  b h e  c o n s e n t  f o r  t h i s  s u r g i c a l  
p r o c e d u r e .

Th e  s e c o n d  o b j e c t i o n  i n v o l v e s  p h y s i c i a n  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  b r e a c h  o f  
c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y .  A g a i n ,  t h i s  i s  a n  e x c e e d i n g l y  we a k  a r g u m e n t  a nd  
c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  s o  i n  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  p r a c b i c e  o f  m e d i c i n e .  I t  
r e m a i n s  bh e  p a t i e n t ' s  (Ibhat  i s  t h e  t e e n a g e r )  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  bo 
i n f o r m  an d  i n v o l v e  t h e  p a r e n b s  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  
t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h i s  m e d i c a l  p r o b l e m .

A Professional Corporation. 4001 Dale Street, Suite 117, Anchorage, Alaska 99508 
(907) 562-5328, FAX (907) 562-4363, Fertility (907) 562-3562



S e n a t o r  Leman ot; a l :  
F e b r u a r y . 18, 199? 
P a g e  Two

As  a l o v i n g  f a t h e r , I  • canno t? i m a g i n e  n o b  b e i n g  a b l e  Co b e  C h a r e  uo  
s u p p o r b  a nd  h e l p  w i b h  my d a u g h t e r ' s  d e c i s i o n s  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .  W h i l e  
I r e c o g n i z e  Cl iab b h i s  i s  n o b  t h e  a b t i b u d e  b h a t  a l l  p a r e n t s  b a k e ,  I  h a v e  
t o  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  t h e  i d e a l  a n d  s t a n d a r d  w i b h  w h i c h  s o c i e t y  s h o u l d  
e x p e c t  f r o m  p a r e n t s , n o b  a n  a b b i t » d e  o f  j u d g e m e n t .

I n  s u mma r y ,  i n  n o  p l a c e  i n  t h i s  b i l l - d o e s  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  o f  Che  
p h y s i c i a n / p a t i e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  n e c e s s a r i l y  h a v e  bo  b e  a b r i d g e d  by  Che  
p h y s i c i a n .  I t  r e m a i n s  t h e  m i n o r f l s )  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  bo  b e  i n v o l v e d  w i b h  
bh e  p a r e n b ( l s )  o r  l e g a l  g u a r d i a n  a n d  b h e  c o u r t  whe n  s n c h  a - d e c i s i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  b h i s  s u r g i c a l  p r o c e d u r e  i s  d e e m e d  n e c e s s a r y .

F i n a l l y ,  b h e  q u e s t i o n  w h i c h  h a s  n o t  b e e n  c o m p l e t e l y  c o n s i d e r e d  i s  b h a b  
o f  " i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t . "  T h e  c o u r t s  h a v e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  u p h e l d  bh e  r i g h b  
o f  b h e  p a r e h O s  t o  b e . r e s p o n s i b l e ,  f o r  m e d i c a l  c a r e  a n d  d e c i s i o n s  r e ­
g a r d i n g  t h e i r  m i n o r  c h i l d O r e n )  w i t h  r e g a r d s  bo s u r g i c a l  p r o c e d u r e s .
I n  a l a r g e  m a n n e r ,  b h i s  may b e  c o n s i d e r e d  bo bo c o n t r i b u t e d  bo  by  b h e  
a b i l i t y  o f  a d u l t s  t o  h e l p  a s s u r e  a d e q u a t e ,  I n f o r m e d  d e c i s i o n m a k i n g .
P a r t  o f  b e c o m i n g  a n  a d u l t  i s  l e a r n i n g  t o  a c c e p t  b h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  
o u r  d e c i s i o n s .  P a r t  o f  b e i n g  a p a r e n t  i s  bo a l l o w  o u r  c h i l d ( i r o n )  t o  b e g i n  
bo make  d e c i s i o n s  a n d  t o  l e a r n  bo a c c e p t  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  a n d  r e s p o n s i ­
b i l i t y  f o r  t h o s e  d e c i s i o n s .  H o p e f u l l y ,  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  s t a n d  on  i b a  own  
m e r i t ,  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  r e - i n j e c t  a b a l a n c e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o n  p h y s i c i a n s  
a n d  p a r e n b s  w i t h  r e g a r d s  • bo  . t h e  i m p a c t  o f  s e x u a l i t y  a nd  t e e n a g e  p r e g n a n c y  
on o u r  s o c i e t y  a n d  t o  b e g i n  t o  r e s p o n d  a c c o r d ' u g l y .

I h o p e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  h e l p f u l  a n d  e r . . - j u r a g i n g  bo t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  
t h i s ,  b i l l  o n  t h e  s i m p l e  p r e m i s e  b h a t  p a r e n t a l  g u i d a n c e  i6 d e s i r a b l e  i n  
o u r  s o c i e  t y . . .

R o b e r t  G. T h o m p s o n ,  M . D . ,  FACO 
R e p r o d u c t i v e  S u r g e o n

P . S .  I ' v e  l e f t  o u t  a l l  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s .



L e a g u e  o f  W o m e n  V o t e r s  o f  A n c h o r a g e

P . O . B o x  1 0 1 3 4 5 ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 0 - 1 3 4 5  ( 2 7 4 - 8 4 7 7 )

February 27, 1997

The Honorable Bert Sharp, Co-chair 
Senate Finance Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear Senator Sharp:

The League o f Women Voters o f Anchorage opposes SB24, This bill is poor public policy 
and we urge you to oppose it.

The judicial bypass procedure would not readily be available to minors. To have to apply to 
a court for the petition, places them in an unfamiliar setting with little assistance. Some 
minors may seek illegal abortions rather than face the process required by tliis legislation. 
Illegal abortions can result in damage to the ^productive system and have resulted in death. 
In addition, judicial bypass could be hazardous to the health o f pregnant minors by delaying 
treatment until the second trimester.

There are many reasons a young woman might avoid disclosure o f a pregnancy to a parent: 
Physical and mental abuse, cultural ostracism, incest, rape, and poverty are only a few. We 
should not erect barriers that prevent young people from seeking important health care.

The League o f Women Voters believes in freedom o f reproduction choice and the right to 
privacy. Again, we urge you to oppose SB24.

Sincerely yours,

League o f Women Voters o f  Anchorage



D 2 JUNEAU EMPIRE, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9,1997

Ju n e a u E mpire
J O H N  W IN T E R S

Publisher

S U Z A N N E  D O W N IN G
Managing Editor

F R E D  H O W A R D
Circulation Manager

R O B IN  H E R D M A N  P A U L
Advertising Manager

J IM  W H IT A K E R
Editorial Page Editor

D A V ID  B L U M E N S H IN E
Production Manager

P A T  S M IT H
Office Manager

Girls, abortion and 
judicial bypass
A bortion is an issue with very little middle ground. 

Those who call them selves “ pro-choice" favor it; 
those known as  “ pro-life" fight it a t  every  turn.
Rarely , if ever, do the two sides agree. And 

whenever an abortion-related bill comes up, the battle  lines 
a re  drawn before the ink is dry.

Such, unfortunately, will p robably be the case  with Senate 
Bill 24, introduced recently  by Sen. Loren Leman, an 
Anchorage Republican. His bill requ ires minors to obtain 
consent from a p a ren t  o r  g u ard ian  before getting an abortion. 
The provision also allows a  m inor to petition the courts for 
permission for the procedure  without t. e consent of a  parent 
o r  guardian.

The s ta te  curren tly  h as  a  p aren ta l  consent law on the 
books. However, a  1976 opinion by the a ttorney  general 
declared at unenforceaule because  the s ta tu te  lacked a 
judicial bypass provision. Various Suprem e Court decisions 
have  held that such ?n  option is necessary  to meet 
constitutional m uster.  Sen. L e m a n ’s  bill would fix the 
problem.

Regardless of one’s emotional views on the subject, this 
bill simply follows a fairly  logical extension of existing 
Alaska law. A minor cannot vote, buy c igare ttes  or be served 
alcohol. Should we, however, allow minors to get an abortion?

A minor under the age  of 16 c a n ’t use a f irearm  unless 
obtaining consent from a paren t;  they c an 't  get m arried  
without consent; and they c a n 't  get any  m a jo r  -  or often 
tim es -  minor m edical p rocedure  without parental consent. 
I f  one argues abortion is ‘just a  m edical procedure ,’ then 
paren ta l consent should be required here  as well.

What one calls tha t which grows inside a women -  fetus, 
egg, child, it, tissue, o r  w hatever  -  one point rem ains 
absolute. An abortion ends the life of a  future human being. 
Such a decision should not be m ade  by one scared  young girl 
alone.

If an under-aged teen-ager needs permission for a lmost 
any medical procedure, how is an abortion different? And 
this law provides an outlet for those, for whatever reason 
allowable, who cannot obtain permission from their parents 
or guardians. The law allows for the courts to step in. 
However, courts m ust be extrem ely  conservative in allowing 
this review. This is a m a t te r  left to the family except in 
ex trem e cases. It  should not be an option available just 
because a girl doesn 't  w ant to face her parents.
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Finance Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 25

"An Act relating to authorizing the Department of Corrections to provide an automated victim 
notification and prisoner information system.”

'J

a n d  r e c o m m e n d s :
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ST A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Bill Version: 3 3
1997 L E G IS L A T IV E  s e s s i o n  (S )  Publish Date:
Revision D a t e : _____________ 4/24/97________________________Dept. Affectem___________ corrections________
Title: Authorizing Department of Corrections to provide BRU: Administration and Support_______
Automated Victim Notification & Prisoner Information System________ Component: Data and Word Processing_________
Sponsor: Senator Ellis "
Requester: Senate State Affairs__________________________ COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 69b

F I S C A L  N O T E  j£ p  1 9 3 1 —

Expenditures/Revenues ( T h o u s a n d s  of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 PY 01 FY 02 FY 03

PERSONAL SERVICIS
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0

144.1 90.9 90.9 90.9 90.9 90.9

3.0

TOTAL OPERATING 150.1 93.9 93.9 93.9 93.9 93.9

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

ICHANGE IN REVENUES (1005 ) 0.0 93.9 93.9 93.9 93.9 93.9

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 150.1
1005 GF/Program Receipts 93.9 93.9 93.9 93.9 93.9
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other
TOTAL 150.1 93.9 93.9 93.9 93.9 93.9

Estimate of any current year (FY97) cost: $ 0.0

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS:_______ (Attach a separate page if necessary) _____ ____________ ____________________________________
This in form ation is the Departm ent's best estimate for system and operation costs of an autom atic v ictim  
notification system for A laska's prisons, jails, probation offices, and CRC locations. Exact expenditures would 
not be available until the Department received responses to an RFP for an automated v ic tim  notifica tion  system,

There would be no charge for notify ing  v ic tim s o f changes in prisoner's status. The estimated revenues shown 
are anticipated through fees charged to members of the public who wish to obtain additional in form ation such 
as bail costs, charges, v is ita tion , or in form ation on prisoners who have been released.

rreparea Dy: tsruce Hicnuras_____________   \  /_______  rnone: hoo-ju u /
Division: Office of the Commissioner v\Jou<ao-iqi£' T T  - Date: 4/24/97
Prepared by: Bruce Richards______________ ,________ 3______ \__ /_______  Phone: 465-3307

,  - H
Approved by Commissioner:________________________________________________ Date: 4,24/97
Agency:  Department of Corrections______

PREPAREH TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO G O VE RN O R'S  LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office

(Rev 11/95) 97fisno.xls/DBR 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date:__________________

STATE OF ALASKA
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

s a j ' I M . T  T g g f

No.
Bill Version:__
(S) Publish Date: - 7-7

Department Affected: Administration ______________
Title: "An Act authorizing DOC to provide an automated 
victim notification and prisoner information system"____

Sponsor: Senator Ellis___________________________
Requestor: (S) STA_____________________________

BRU: Public Defender Agency

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:

Component: Public Defender Aciencv.

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 1631

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03
P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S

T R A V E L

C O N T R A C T U A L

S U P P L IE S
E Q U IPM EN T

LAN D  & S T R U C T U R E S

G R A N T S . C LA IM S

M IS C E L L A N E O U S

TOTAL 0P..E&ATJNS— . . 0,0 0,0, 0,0. 0.0 00 ... 9,0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES. 0.0 JLfl. _£LSL Q.o

CHANGE IN REVENUES./— 1 _ojl JLSL JLQ. 0.0 _ao.

' "I'l'.VVYI! /hu__
1002 Federa l R ece ip ts

1003 G F  Match

1004 G F
1005 G F/Proaram  ReceiD ts 

1037 GF/M enta l Health 

O T H E R

_ ______ LI HYyySVlV0 VI fcfixiusHat -
11

___

TQTAL . . .......... .. . 0,0 0,0 ... ,. 2,0 ._ oB , .. 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY 97) cost: SJLQ.
POSITIONS:
FU LL-T IM E
PAR T-T IM E
T E M P O R A R Y ■ -------------------------

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

The bill provides for an  au tom ated  victim  notification system . There is no fiscal im pact on th e  Public Defender 
Agency.

Prepared by: 
Division: __

Barbara K. Brink. Director
Public Defender Aaencv

Approved by Commissioner: Mark Bover 
Agency: Department of Administration

Phone: 
Date: _

(907) 264-4414

z

Rev: 11/96

P R E P A R E R  T O  P R O V ID E  ALL DISTRIBUTION C O P I E S  TO  G O V E R N O R 'S  LEGISLATIVE O F F IC E
F o r  fu r the r  distribution information, call th e  G o v e rn o r ’s  L eg is la tive  Office

P a g e  1 of _ L



1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION “  Publi'shbaie / l
Revision Date: _________________________________  Dept. Affected: P ub lic  S a fe ty
Title: Automated victim notification system__________  BRU:

__________________________________________  Component:
Sponsor: Senator Ellis_______________________

F I S C A L  N O T E  S ~ c 3 f f i O L J M  -

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NCNo' —

CD VS A
CD VS A

Requestor S.STA COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 0521

DPFRATING FYQfl FY 99 FY on fy m FV 02 FY 03
PFRSONAI SFRVICFS
TRAVFI
CONTRACTLJAI
StiPPI IPS
FOIIIPMFNT
I AND A STRIJCTIJRFS
GRANTS (1! AIMS
MISCFI ! ANFOIJS
TOTAI OPFRATING . . . .  a n n n n _ _ a

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES. n 0 n n o ! 0 I

CH A N G E  IN  R E V E N U E S (  ) 0 0 0 0 0 0
R a v a n o a  C o d a

FUNDING: (Thousands o f Dollars)
10 0 ?  Fede ra l Rece ip ts
1003  G F Match
10 04  GF
1005  G F /P rog ram  Receip ts •
100R GF/MHTIA
Other
TOTAL ...................... Q_ 0 0 0 Q n

Estimate of current year (FY 97) impact: $ ____0.

POSITIONS:
F ill 1 -T IMF 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-T IM F 0 0 0 0 0 0
TFM PO RA RY 0 0 0 . . Q 0.. 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

This bill has no fiscal impact on the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault.

Prepared By: Jayne E. Andreen, Executive Director_____________________ Phone: 907-465-4356
Division: Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Date: 4/15/97

Approved by Commissioner: O  Date: ________
Agency: Ronald L. Otte, Dept, of Public Safety________

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

F o r  fu r ther  dis tribution information call th e  G o v e r n o r 's  Leg isla tive  Office
Rev 11/94 P a g e  1 of I


