ALASKA LEGISLATURE

HOUSE and SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE FILES, 1997-1998



Southeast Alaska Conservation Council

SEACC 419 6th Street, Suite 328, Juneau, AK 99801
(907) 586-6942 phone (907) 463-3312 fax
email; seacc@ alaska.nci

STATEMENT OF
BART KOEHLER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

REGARDING S.660
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA FEDERAL LAND GRANT

BEFORE THE
U.S. SENATE ENERGY & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE
SEPTEMBER 11,1997

Mr. Chairman, and members of this Committee:

My name is Bart Koehler, and | am the Executive Director for the Southeast .Alaska Conservation
Council (SEACC). I respectfully request that my written statement and accompanying materials
be entered into the official record of this Committee Hearing.

Founded in 1970, SEACC is a coalition of 15local citizen, volunteer conservation groups in 12
Southeast Alaska communities, from Ketchikan to Yakutat. SEACC’s individual members
include commercial fishermen, Alaskan Natives, small timber operators and value-added wood
manufacturers, tourism and recreation business owners, hunters, guides, and Alaskans from all
walks of iife. SEACC is dedicated to preserving the integrity of Southeast Alaska’s unsurpassed
natural environment while providing for balanced, sustainable use of our region’s resources.

The Alaska Delegation’s frontal assault on the Tongass National Forest.

A>  proposing 17 unsuccessful legislative initiatives to roll back Tongass reforms in the last
Congress, the Alaska Delegation is once again trying to open up the Tongass to increased
logging. See Exhibit 1 Senate Bill 680 is a yet another attack in an unprecedented assault aimed
at rolling back balanced management provisions, and undermining the Tongass Timber Reform
Act (TTRA) which passed the Senate by a resounding 9-Ovote. Once again, the Alaska
Delegation is attempting to take large chunks oftﬁe Tongass and dedicate these public
forest lands to some massive exploitation scheme. With each new hill, the tactics change

but the goal remains the same —attack the Tongass.

SEACC Opposes 5660

SEACC strongly opposes S.660, because it is directly attacking the Tongass, because it is an
assault on our National Forests and public lands, and because the State of Alaska has already

gotten enough land from the Federal Government.
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On April 28, 1997, Senator Murkowski introduced S. 660, the "University of Alaska Lands
(Grab) Bill.” This public land giveaway would allow the University to select at least 250,000
acres of National F ests and other federal lands within Alaska that are not “conservation system
units”(conservation system units as defined in ANLILCA (Public Law 96-487) include National
Parks, National Wildlife Refuges, National Monuments, and Wilderness Areas). This bill
threatens the Legislated LUD Il areas set aside by the Tongass Timber Reform Act — areas that
Senators Murkowski and Stevens and 97 other U.S. Senators voted to protect “in perpetuity” in
1990. And that’s not all: up to 250,000 additional acres of National Forest and other Federal
lands could be selected if matched by an equal acreage from State lands. Under this bill, halfa
million acres of public land, including lands within the Tongass National Forest, could be selected

for clearcutting and other damaging uses.

This bill threatens 723,000 acres of wildlands important to Southeast communities and citizens for
commercial and sport fishing, subsistence and sport hunting, recreation, and other uses. These
important fish and wildlife watersheds were "permanently” set off limits to logging in the 1990
TTRA. Now, Senator Murkowski is willing to sacrifice these critical areas for one purpose —

creating income for the University of Alaska.

Forced to squeeze as much revenue out of their lands as possible, the University has never acted
as careful stewards. The University will select lands which they can turn into cash fast - they will
target Tongass old-growth timber lands and level them as quickly as possible. The University
does not manage for multiple use, instead they manage their lands much like private lands -
laying down massive clearcuts and exporting round logs, while placing the absolute minimum
protections on fish and wildlife habitat. *see photo'*

This bill threatens the following Tongass areas:

» Wildlands protected by the Tongass Timber Reform Act that weren’t designated as
“conservation system units” (this includes all the Legislated LUD 1l areas). The University
could select from these 723,000 acres of prime old-growth forests important for fish and
wildlife habitat - places like Kadashan, Naha, Nutkwa, Berners Bay, Point Adr!phus/Mud
Bay, Lisianski Inlet, Calder-Holbrook, Salmon Bay Lake, Anan Creek, Trop Bay, Outside

Islands, Upper Hoonah Sound, and the Yakutat Forelands.

e Unprotected Tongass wildlands important to Southeast Alaska communities, includinlg(: _
Cleveland Peninsula, Port Houghton, Mansfield Peninsula, Honker Divide, East Kuiu,

Ushk Bay, Deep Bay, and Upper Tenakee Inlet

Alaskan support for protecting TTRA Legislated LUD 1l areas runs wide and deep. 15 Southeast
Alaskan communities, the State of Alaska, 5 Native organizations, the statewide United
Fishermen of Alaska and all of Southeast Alaska’s regional commercial fishing organizations, plus
many other groups and individuals, have been on record in support of protecting these important
fish and wildlife watersheds. *See attached* Furthermore, Alaska Senators Murkowski and
Stevens and 97 other U.S. Senators voted to protect these very same areas.



This bill as currently written contains no provision which would exclude these TTRA Legislated
LUD Il areas and lands set-aside by the new Tongass National Forest Plan Revision, or other
Tongass National Forest lands from selection by the University.

So far 10 S.E. Alaskan Communities andiTribal Governmentjhave gone on record
opposing this legislation. ** See attached **

Senator Murkowski tried to gain passage of a similar Bill last year, during the Omnibus Parks Bill
debate. At the very least, last year’s final and unsuccessful version of this Bill did not allow the
selection of any National Forest lands in Alaska. Last year’s language eliminated the problem of
selecting the TTRA Legislated LUD Il areas and other key lands in the Tongass National Forest

and Chugach National Forest.

Setting the Record Straight

University Owns More Than 112,000 Acres: Much has been made of the point that Alaska only
received 112,000 acres for its land grant university, am! that Alaska ranks 48* among the States
for federal land given to its system ofhigher education. First of all, the University of Alaska
holds title to roughly 140,000 acres of fee simple land. Tin. acreage figure would give Alaska
a higher ranking than Senator Murkowski has indicated. Second, when you add in all of the
University’s land trust holdings, including fee simple lands (140,223 acres), surface rights only
(16,585 acres), subsurface rights only (1,020 acres), harvestable timber only (15,000 acres), and
agricultural rights only (789 acres), you see that the University currently holds 173,326 acres
of investment property —much more than the 112,000 acres cited by Senator Murkowski.

** spe attached **

Alaska Was Actually Granted 186,000 Acres By Congress: Based on grants made by
Congress in 1915, 1929, and 1980, the State Alaska was granted 186,000 acres of land for higher
educat ion, (see discussion of Federal Grants, below). Senator Murkowski never has mentioned
the grant of 75,000 acres in Sec.906(b) of ANILCA in 1980. The 186,000 acres of federal lands
grant total would then rank Alaska as #34, just below California and Arkansas, and above 17

other states.

The Morrill Act Federal Land Grants Were Based on Population: While Senator Murkowski
claims that Alaska ranks 48thamong the states for federal land given to its university system
(according to the figures provided by Sen. Murkowski in the April 28, 1997 Congressional
Record), Alaska also ranks 49thamong the states for population (1990 US Census). The Morrill
Act grants were based on population. For every current Alaska resident, the federal government
has given 1/50fan acre of land to the University of Alaska system. This is almost twice the per
capita amount given to Rhode Island residents for their higher education system, 3 times the
amount given to Washington state residents, almost 4 times the amount given to New York state
residents, 19 times the amount given to Texas residents, and 31 times the amount of land given to

the University of California for every resident of that state.
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Look At The Number Of Students: OnJy 23,354 students are enrolled in the University of
Alaska system statewide. That means for every student, the federal government has given Alaska
almost 5 acres of federal land — this is roughly 4 times the amount of land given to University of
California students, each ofwhich is supported by 1.2 acres of federal land grant (with at least

165,000 students in “he U.C. System.)

Federal Land Grants

1862 & The Morrill Act: The Alaska Delegation has noted that in 1862, the Morrill Act passed,
"... which created the land-grai.t colleges and universities as a way to underwrite the cost of
higher education ....these colleges and universities received land from the Federal Government for
facility location and....as a way to provide. r sustaining revenues to those educational
institutions.” Then they went on to note that “The grants were based on population as
measured by the size ofthe delegation with each state receiving approximately 30,000 acres per
member.” If Alaska had been granted university lands under the Morrill Act, it would have

received 90,000 acres.

In 1915, while still a territory, Alaska Delegate James Wickersham pushed a measure thru

Congress which set aside approximately 250,000 acres in the Tanana Valley to support an

agricultural college and school of mines. However, the land could not be transferred to the
college until it was surveyed. Eventually, roughly 11,000 acres were transferred to the
University of Alaska before the federal land grant was revoked.

In 1929, while still a territory, Congress granted 100,000 acres to the Alaska Agriculture
College and School of Mines.

In 1958, Congress granted Alaska Statehood and according to Alaska Delegation statements,..,
“with the passage of Statehood the ‘internal improvement grants” including the (hoped-for)
University’s 500,000 acres and 500,000 acres for the University’s teacher training programs
(these grants were part of the statehood bills during the 1950s) were consolidated into the 100
million acre general grant, leaving disposition ofall 102+ million acres at the discretion of the
legislature. Passage of the Statehood bill virtually ended all discussion of federal land grants.”
The Statehood Act extinguished all land entitlements for Alaska, including the Morrill Act.

We must point out that Alaska was granted 104 million acres of federal land under the
Statehood Act. (That’s an land area bigger than the State of California!) 19 States received less
than 1 million acres each of federal Hand. (Alaska got at icast 100 timns more land than
these States.) 21 States received from 10 million acres down to 2.7 million acres. (Alaska
got 10 times to dmost 50 times more land than these States.) Given these facts,we submit
that Alaska should be the last State in the Union to ever receive more federal public land

from Congress. Yet Alaska got even more land later.



1980— Congress Grants Alaska Another 75,000 Acres For Education: As if the 104 million
acre Statehood Grant wasn’t enough, Section 906 (b) of ANILCA (Public Law 96-487) granted
the State of Alaska an additional 75,000acres as a “full and final settlement of any and all
claims by the State of Alaska arising under the Act of March 4191538 stat. 1214), as
confirmed and transferred in section 6(k) of the Alaska Statehood Act....” In our minds this
definitely refers to University of Alaska land claims. This School Lands Settlement provision
granted 75,000 acres from vacant, unappropriated and unreserved public lands. The State was
entitled to select these lands until January 4, 1994. The provision then went on to state, “In
exercising the selection rights granted herein, the State shall be deemed to have relinquished all
claims to any right, title or interest to any school lands which failed to vest under the above
statutes at the time Alaska became a State (January* 3. 1959). including lands unsurveved at that
date or surveyed lands which were within Federal reservations or withdrawals on that date.”

Senator Murkowski’s introductory statement never mentions this provision of ANILCA. We
believe that this provision pertains to University land claims under the 1915Act. By our
calculations, acts of Congress in 1915, 1929, and 1980 granted the State of Alaska 186,000 acres
of Federal Land for the University of Alaska’s educational needs. Ar.d the 1980 provision was
supposed to be the “full and final settlement of any and all claims by the State of Alaska
arising under the Act of March 4, 1915..” The 1915Act q_ranted lands for the University,
and the 1929 Act granted more lands to the University. Later the Statehood Act
extinguished further land grants, and then in 1980, after granting even more lands,
ANILCA extinguished further land grants again.

Telling Comments

Senator Murkowski made two telling comments in his introductory statement “The University
of Alaska received the smallest amount of land of any State, with the exception of Delaware..”
(and Hawaii didn’t get a single acre) and then went on to say, “In a State the size of Alaska....we
should logically have one of the best and most fully funded land-grant colleges in the country.l
He completely misses three points: 1) that the University land grants were based on population
size, not the total acreage of the state; 2) that the 1915 and 1929 Acts ard the generous 104
million acre Statehood grant to Alaska (which extinguished any land claims) should have provided
the State of Alaska with ways to properly fund its own University system without needing any
more federal land grants; and, 3) that Alaska was granted another 75,000 acres of federal land for
schools as part of the “full and final settlement of any and all claims by the State of Alaska..."in
ANILCA in 1980 Clearly. Alaska has eotten enough Federal Land.

Alaska is rich in resources: it has no state income tax, it gives away roughly $1000 each

year for every man, woman and child in the State as 2 permanent fund dividend, anu it was
granted 104 million acres ofland  far more than any other state. More than one Governor of
Alaska have vetoed bills to grant State lands to the University. If Governors of Alaska don’t want
to grant State land to the University, then why on earth should the Congress be asked to grant

large tracts of public lands instead?



We've heard alot about the University of Alaska’s financial woes. In recent years the Alaska
State Legislature has slashed millions of dollars from the University’s budget. If the University of
Alaska needs more funding, then they should get it from the State legislature. By no means
should the University of Alaska be allowed to raid the public’s lands and the public's National
Forests —not on the Tongass, not on the Chugach, not anywhere.

So now, almost 40 years after Statehood extinguished all land entitlements for Alaska, and almost
20 years since ANILCA extinguished them again, why the push for this legislation? We submit
that with their powerful positions in Congress, the Alaska Delegation sees this as a golden
opportunity to strike at the heart of lands protected bv the Tongass Timber Reform Act and to try
to pull offa land grab in our largest National Forest.

Dismantling Our National Forest Heritage

This issue is far bigger than just a simple transfer o f public lands in Alaska to the University of
Alaska. If this bill passes it will set the dangerous precedent of raiding and dismantling our
National Forest System -— a living legacy of great importance to the American people.

This bill will take this public lands legacy out of the public’s hands, and give those lands to a
University which has a terrible track record of huge damaging clearcuts in Alaska. (Also, the
University’s track record shows it would be busy chopping up those former public lands into
“waterfront and scenic view” lots to sell off to private owners. *see attached*.)

Teddy Roosevelt once said, “l oppose the land-skinner every time.” [f Teddy were here to see
how the University of Alaska has skinned off the land they’ve managed, and heard that Senator
Murkowski was trying to give the University of Alaska hundreds ofthousands ofacres from our
National Forests in Alaska — National Forests that Teddy established in 1907 — 1’'m convinced

that this bill would be stopped dead in its tracks

We feel very strongly about even thinking about taking the public lands out of the public’s
hands....particularly our National Forest lands. During the last Congress, Representative Don
Young introduced a bill which proposed giving the Tongass National Forest to the State of
Alaska. At that time we slated, “ the bill is striking at the very heart of the century-old, all
American concept of public forest lands. To many Americans, the concept ofbeing an owner of
our public National Forest lands is one of our most strongly held freedoms. This is a freedom
where Alaskans can pick a spot on the Tongass map, climb into a float plane or skiffand - go
there They can hunt, fish, hike and camp. When they leave, they leave with the knowledge ti;at
they can return to the same spot on their public land, again and again. This is a freedom that we

hold dear and you want to rip it away.”

This statement rings true today, and therefore we must strongly oppose passage of S. 660.
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L'ity ofTmakee Spring#
RESOLUTION 91-16

Introduced by

In the Council
Samuel E. MeBeen

May 22.1997

A RESOLUTION FOR THE CITY OF TENAKEE SPRINGS, ALASKA,
OPPOSING U.S. SENATE BILL #StfC, UNIVERSITY LANDS BOX

WHEREAS,  the University Lands Bill (S660) irtroduccd in Coogreu would tnaifer at least 250,000 acres of
fcdrral Undi to the Uoiveruly o f Alaska; and

WHEREAS, lands open foe selection by Ac Univenily of A&ska include lands from the Tongass National
Forest, including legislated LUD 0 areas and) at Kadashaa and Trap Bay; and

WHEREAS.  the Community of Te«kee Springs depends on Trap Bay. Kadashaa, and other forest lands
within Tenakee Ink* for a variety of uses including aJwistcnoc, consmerctal and sport fishing,

recreation and totvisn: and

WHEREAS, the Tongass Timber Reform Act of 1990 act aside lands in Tn"p Bay and Kndashan as
Legislative LUD Il areas to preserve (heir wildland character in perpetuity; and

WHEREAS,  other forest lands in Tenakee Inlet have already .-Tdorgone extensive clearest logging and road
bmldiog. causing harm to the resident: 0fTc-U -". rings; and

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska manages its lards to produce the roost revenue possible: and

WHEREAS,  the University of Alaska currently practices industrial sale dearcut logging on its forest lands
with insufficient protection offish and wildlife habitat and no in-state processing of ts logs; and

WHEREAS.  for the first time since statehood, the Tongass National Forest is free from the burden of the
long-term contracts and tic opportunity now exists to create long-term job* for Alaskan througS
the local manufacture of high value-added wood pfodi”cts; and

WHEREAS,  Governor Tony Knowles opposes the selection of Tongass National Forest Lands by the
University of Alaska;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Common f'&oncil ofthe City of Tenakee Springs hereby opposes the
Unlver_sn¥ of Alaska Lands Bill (S660J and any other attempts to give Torgasa National Forest
lands, including lands in Tenakee Inlet, to Ac University of Alaska.

ADOPTED 4 YES. 3 ABSENT THIS Z2ND DAY OF MAY 1997

Louis S. Hon*
A City Council President
eXofficio MAYOR

Ctty Clerk
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BOX 737 PELICAN, ALASKA SB892 PHONE 735-2202 » FAX735-2258
CITY OF PELICAN, ALASKA
RESOLUTION 199710
A RESOLUTION OPPOSING U.S. SENATE BILL NO. S6a0, UNIVERSITY

LANDS BILL

WHEREAS, the University Lands Bill gﬁﬁ@ introduced in Congress would transfer
at least Z50000acres of federal lands to the University of Alaska; and,

WHEREAS, lands oPen for selection by the University of Alaska include lands from
the Tongass National Forest, including’legislated LUD I areas such as Kadashaa

and Trap Bay, and,
WHEREAS, the Community of Tenakee Springs depends an Trap Bay, Kadashaa,-

and other forest lands within Tenakge Inlet for a variety ofuses including
subsistence, commercial and sport fishing, recreation dnd tourism; and,

WHEREAS, the Tongass Timber Reform Act of 1990set aside |ands in Trap Bay
and Kagdashan as Legislative LUD 11 areas to preserve their wild-land character in

perpetuity; and,

WHEREAS, other forest lands in Tenakee Inlet have already undertqcr)ne extensive
clearcut Iogé;mg and road building, causing harm to the residents of Tenakee
Springs; and,

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska manages its lands to produce the most
revenue possible; and,

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska currently practices industrial scale clearcut
Io%glng on its forest lands with insufficient protection of fish and wildlife habitat
N

and no in-state processing of its logs; and,

WHEREAS, for the first rime since statehood, the Tongass National Forest is free
from the burden of the long-term contracts, and the opportunity now exists to create
long-term jobs for Alaskans through the local manufacture of high value-added

wood products; and,

OFFICE OF THE MAYOH . PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT ePELICAN HEALTH CLINIC . PELICAN VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
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RESOLUTION 1910
PAGE 2

WHEREAS, Governor Tony Knowles opposes the selection of Tongass National
Forest Iands by the University of Alaska;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED; that the City of Pelican opposes the

Universi%ofAIaska Lands Bill (5660) and any other attempts to give Tongass
orest lands, including lands in Tenakee Inlet, to the University of Alaska.

National
PASSED AND ~byaduly constituted quorum of the Pelican City
Council this - u«y Ui ] 197

CheryAoing~ MayayTro Tomjpore

Attest:



City of KupreanoE of Kupreanof, Alaska 99833
RESOLUTION ~ 97-4

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF KUPREANOF, ALASKA, opposing the
"University of Alaska Lands B ill" - Senate Bill 660.

WHEREAS, the City of Kupreanof has supported the passage of
the Tongass Timber Reform Act and advocated the no
clear-cutting protections of Land Use Designation
(LUD) Il to many important areas of the Tongass

National Forest, and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 660 would allow clearcutting in those
LUD Il areas,' and

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska has been forced to clearcut
its lands in order to fund its activities resulting
in significant damage to fish and wildlife habitat
and significant impacts to subsistence, tourism and

commercial fishing, and

WHEREAS,  funding of University of Alaska should be less de-
pendent upon the liquidation of natural resources
and more dependent upon general fund monies, and

WHEREAS, future generations of Alaskans will not be able to
use this same avenue for funding of education due*to
the non-sustainable resource extraction,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY OF KUPREANOF o

: . : : Bposes
the "University of Alaska Lands B ill" - Senate Bill 660.

Passed and approved by a duly constituted, quorum of the City of
Kupreanof, Alaska, this /8 day of ,Iviee | 19fy2.

A VIS TRTE
City Cle/k



Gustavus A Yt

Community Poltc*» &* s>
Associlation Gustavus, Alaska 99826

ARESOUMON OF TMROI'S IAVIIS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, OPPOSING U.S.
SENATE BILL WS660, UNIVERSITY LANDS MILL PASSED AT TITEAUGUST 1, 1991
general Minirma of the gustavus community association

V/gF.REAS, die University Lands; 13l (SdAO) introduced r» Congress would transfer af least
2:10,000 neres of fcdetal Imvds to the University of Alaska; aid

WHEREAS, tuxL opcti for selection by the Univmky of Alaska include lands from (iht Tongues
Nstlorml Forest, including legislated I.UU 11 areas such as Point Adolfdnis and Mud Bay; and

WHEREAS, the Cerumuiiity of Gustavus depends on Point Adolphus, Mud Bay, and other foresi
lands in ihc Ity Slraii are for o variety of uses including subsistence, commercial and spoit fishing,

recreation and tourism; and

WHEREAS. Uie Tongaes Timber Reform Act of )p90 set aside lands at Point Adolphus and Mud
Bay as legislated LUD U areas to preserve tlicir wild cluuhcter in perpetuity, and

WHEREAS, other forest lands in Ie?; Strait area have already undergone criciMive ekaicut logging
and road btaldiiig, causing harm to the residents of Gfustavut; and

WHEREAS, thw, University of Alaska manages its lands to produce the most rcveuut possible: and

WHEREAS, the Univcrdty of Alaska ciarcntly practices industrial scale efearcut logging on'its
foiest lands with fltsullicicnt protection oi fidi and wililbft habitat, and makes no provision for in

state processing of its logs; and

WHEREAS, for llte first time since statehood, die Tongass National Forest is tree from the txardcn
of the kng-tenn contracts and the opportunity now custs to create loug-tcnn jobs for Ahulurriv

through
tpe H)%al manufacture of high value-added wood products: and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Oustayus Community Association hereby opposes the
University of Alaska |"ands Bill (SS60) and any oilier attemgt* to give Tongass !?atlonajj orest
lands, pwtieulaily lands in ley Strait, to the Univeddiy of Aitdskiza ~shy

SUINIO T*fe

Colleen Stausbwy
Adiirg President, CfCA
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CITY AND BOROUGH OF YAKUTAT,ALASKA
RESOLUTION 57-20

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF YAKUTAT OPPOSING U.S.
SENATE BILL #660.

WHEREAS, the University Lands Bill (S660) introduced in congress would
transfer at L<st 250,000 acres of federal lands fo the University of Alaska; and,

V HEREAS, the University Lands Bill would transfer an additional 250,000 acres
of fedetiO lands with an equal amount of State lands to the University of Alaska; and,

WHLREAS, lands open for selection by the University of Alaska include lands
from the Tongass National Forest within the Yakutat Borough, including legislated LUD
[l lands in the Yakutat Forelands; and,

WHEREAS, residents of the Yakutat Borough depend on the Yakutat Forelands,
and other Federal lands within tlie Yakutat Borough for a variety of uses including
subsistence, commercial and sport fishing, recreation, and tourism; and,

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska manages its lands to produce the most
revenue possible; and,

WHEREAS, die University of Alaska cunren‘ly practices industrial scale clear cut
logging on its forest lands with insufficient protection of fish and wildlife habitat], and no

in state processing ofits logs; and,

WHEREAS, the Tongass taubcr Reform Act of 1990 set aside lands on the
Yakutat Foreland as a Legislative LUD 1l Area to preserve tlieir wild land character in

perpetuity; and,

WHEREAS, lands selected by he University of Alaska would lose the protections
gained by the Tongass Timber Reform Act, and the measures provided by Tongass Land
Management Plan (as revised in 1997) to protect fish and wildlife habitat, and other uses

of the Tongass; and,

WHEREAS, the University Lands Bill as written would eliminate the opportunity
for the Yakutat Borough or any other person or group, except the University, to challenge
future land selections in court.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH ASSEMBLY OF
THEHTY AND BOROUGH OF YAKUTAT that:
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City & Borough of Yakutat
Resolution 97-20
Page 2

Yakutat opposes U.S. Senate Bill 660 (S660) as presented.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS}A DAY OF — = 1997,

CVoJfk

JAMES

cu>

MONA SWANSON
Clerk
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"HOME OF THE WORLD'S LARGEST TOTEM POLE' 907-785-3804

RESOLUTION 97-11

A Resolution for the City of Kake, Alaska Opposing
U.S. Senate Bill #5660, University Lands Bill

WHEREAS, the University Lands Bill (S660) introduced in Congress would
transfer at least 250,000 acres of federal lands to the University of

Alaska: and,

WHEREAS, lands open for selection by the University of Alaska include Lads
from the Tongass National Forest, including Port Camden, Security
Bay, Saginaw Bay, Kadake’s Bay, Hamilton Bay and Southeastern

Kuiu Island; and,

WHEREAS, residents of the community of Kake depend upon Port Camden,
Security Bay, Saginaw Bay, Kadake’s Bay, Hamilton Bay and
Southeastern Kuiu Island and other forest lands on Kupreanofand
Kuiu Islands for a variety ofuses including subsistence, commercial and

sport fishing, recreation, and tourism; and

WHEREAS, other forest lands on Kupreanof and Kuiu Islands have aIready
undergone extensive clear-cut logging or are scheduled to be clear-cut
without sufficient evaluation as to the cumulative effects of such
development on fish and wildlife populations; and

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska manages it’s lands to produce the most
revenue possible; and

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska currently practices industrial scale
dear-cut logging on it’s forest lands with insufficient protection offish
and wildUfe habitat and no 9n-sf.a(e processing of it’s logs; and

WHEREAS, for the first time since statehood the Tongass National Forest is
free from the burdeu of the loug-"term contracts to provide high volumes

of limber to the pulp mills; and

WHEREAS, the opportunity now exists to create long-term jobs for Alaskans
through the local manufacture of high value-added wood products; and



Page Two
Resolution 97-11

WHEREAS, Governor Tony Knowles opposes the selection of Tongass
National Forest lands by the University of Alaska;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Kake City Council
hereby opposes the University of Alaska Lands Bill (S660) and any
other attempts o give Tongass National Forest lands, Including lands on

Kupreanofand Kttlu Islands, to the University of Alaska

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Kake City Council on thisi20 _ day of
,1997,

Lonnie Anderson, Mayor

Diane DiPietrn Wilson
Clerk



CITY OF ANGQON » PHONE (907) 788-3653

P.0. BOX 189 *,FAX\;\?OH
AMOOON. AIAIKA W 620

RESOLDTION 98-01

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OP ANGOON, ALASKA OPPOSING U.S. SENATE BILL
1660, UNIVERSITY LAfTDS BILL.

WHEREAS: iversity Lands Bill (#660) would transfer at least

The Un

25&),000 acres of Federal Lands to the University of Alaska?

and,

WHEREAS: Lands open for selection by the University of Alaska include
lands from the Tongass National Forest mclu_qu Baranof
and Chlcha?of Islands and the Mansfield Peninsula on

Admiralty Tsland; and,

WHEREAS: Residents of Angoon depend on the lands and waters on the
west side of Chathan Strait for a variety of uses, including
lubsistence, commercial and sport fishing guiding, recreatio
and tourism; and,

n

WHEREAS: Forest land on the west side of Chatham Strait, Peril Strait,
Tenakee Inlet, Point Augusta to the west (Cross Sound) and
Cube Cove Admiralty Island) have been extensively logged
(clear-cut) or are scheduled to be logged without adequate
protection” for fish and wildlife population; and,

WHEREAS:  Under University ownership lands will be logged more ex- "
te,nswelg"fn.dTu.nder Forest Service management (with even”jth
fish and wildlife protection); and,

WHEREAS: other southeast communities are experiencing restrictions in
subsistence and other uses of fish and wildlife resources
and are looking to Admiralty Island to try and satisfy
those lost opportunities; and,

WHEREAS.  Admiralty Island can no longer accommodate the. displaced uses
of other communities and those communities deserve to have

their local use areas protected; and,

WHEREAS: For the firc t time since Statehood, the Tongass National
Forest is free from the burden of the long-ferm contracts that

relied on idustrial .logging; and,

WHEREAS:  The opportunity now exists to create long-term jobs for
Alaskans through sustainable value-added manufacture of wood

products versus exportation of raw logs; and,

WHEREAS:  Governor Tony Knowles opposes the selection of Tongass
National Porest lands by the University of Alaska; "and,

w w»n»



CITY OF ANGOON

RESOLUTION 98-01

OPPOSING U.S. SENATE BILL #660
UNIVERSITY LANDS BILL

PAGE—2-

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
The CITY OF ANGOON opPoses the University of Alaska Lands
Bill (#660) and any other attempts to EIVG Tongass National
Forest lands to the University of Alas

PASSED AR, APPROVED %y 0?iu|y constituted cuoum of the AGIN QTY

COUNCIL <TlIsly 41991,

FOR THE CITY OF ANGOON:
MS. PAULINE JIM r"MAYOR

ATTEST:
FRANCINE J. W 1& S, CITY CLERK

071597



CITY OF PORT ALEXANOER

90//568-2211  F»» 1XJ/156S-221I

Fort Aluxaiulcr. AX 991136

NO.loxGO<J8

RESOLUTION 97-8
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THEREFORE

y Council on this

the Port Alexander Cit

SED AND APPROVED b

PAS g
15th day of August, 1977.

City Clerk

iXzrckle T. Garnick,
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Hoonah Indlian Association

P.O.B0oXso2
moonah, AK 99829-0602
Phone (907) 945-345  Fax (907) %45-3103

RESOLUTION #9/-11

TITLE: ARESOLUTION BY THE HOONAH INDIAN ASSOCIATION OPPOSING US. SENATE
BILL 1sees, UNIVERSITY LANDS BILL

WHEREAS, the Hoonah Indian Association is a federally recognized tribe in accordance with and by the
authority ofthe Acts of Congress of June 18,1934 (48 Scat. 9845J and May 1,1936 (49 StaL. 1250); an

WHEREAS, the University Lands Bill (5660) introduced in Congress would transfer at least 250,000 acre*
offederal lands to the University of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, lands open for selection by the University of Alaska include lands from the Tongass National
Forest, including legislated LUD 11 areas such as Kadashan , Trap Bay and Brady Glacier; and

WHEREAS, the tribal members of the Hoonah Indian Association depend on die anrqass National Forest
for a variety of customary and traditional uses including subsistence, commercial” and sport fishing,

recreation and tourism: and

WHEREAS, other forest lands in the Tongass National Forest have already undergone extensive clear-cut
logging and road building, causing harm to the residents of Hoonah; and

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska manages its lands to produce the most revenue possible; and

WHEREAS, die University of Alaska currently practices industrial scale clear-cut Io%gin% on its forest
lands with insufficient protection of fish and wildlrfe habitat and no in-state processing ot its logs; and

WHEREAS, for the Gist time since statehood, the Tongass National Forest is free from the burden of the
long-term contracts and the o portumt?/ now exists to create Jong-term contracts and the opportunity now
exists to create long-torn jobs for Alaskans through the local manufacture of high valug-added wood

products; and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Hoooali Indian Association, actis%%(i)d
accordance of it’s By-laws and Constitution hereby opposes the University of Alaska Lands Bill (S660)
and any other attempts to give Tongass National Forest lands to the University of Alaska.

_ ~ Certification _
As President of the Hoonah Indir i Association, 1hereb?/ certify that the above resolution was duly adopted
at a regular meeting of the association on this - S g * [ay of . 196"7. at which a quorum was
present, with avote of for, jE?against, <Q abstentions. ~ ?

Frank Wright, Jr., Tribal Secretary

TOTRL P.02
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Organized Villagle of Kake
P.0. Box 316

Kake, Alaska 99830-C316
Telephone 907-7B5-6471
Fax 907-785-4902 / Email ovkgovtgseaknet.alaskaedu

(Federally Recognized Tribal Government serving the Kake, Alaska area)

August 13, 1997

RESOLUTION No. 97-3/ :OVK OPPOSING U.S. SENATE BILL #5660, UNIVEUSITV
LANDS BILL

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the Organized Village of Kake (hereinafter OVK) is a duly constituted Indian Tribe
organized pursuant to the authority of the Federal I'ndian Reorganization Acts of
1934 & 1936 with the IRA Council as the duly elected governing body formed under
its Constitution & By-Laws and,

OVK functions as a Federal/Tribal non-profit organization to provide services to its
membership and, by it’s Constitution, includes ... “the protection of the tribal

membership"; and,

the University Lands Bill (S660) introduced in Conj*ess would transfer al least
250,000 acres of federal lands to the University of Alaska; and,

lands open for selection by the University of Alaska include lands from the Tongass
National Forest, OVK has passed Resolution No. 93-20 that opposes logging on
Kuiu Island, and that resolution could apply to Kupreanoflsland; and,

OVK members depends on Kupreanof, Kuiu Islands, and other forest lands with the
Kake Area for a variety of uses including, and not limited to, subsistence,
commercial and sport fishing, bear and whalc watching, recreation and tourism; and,

the Tongass Timber Reform Act of 1990 set aside lands on Kupreanof and Kuiu
Islands as Remote Recreation to offer solitude and self-reliance are high; and,

other forest lands on Kupreanofand Kuiu Islands have already undergone extensive
clcar-cut logging and road building, causing harm to the residents of Kake; and,

the University of Alaska manages its lands to produce the most revenue possible;
and,

the University of Alaska currently practices industrial scale clcar-cut logging on its
forest lands with insufficient protection of fish and wildlife habitat and no in-state

processing of its logs; and,

for the first time since statehood, the Tongass National Forest is free from the burden
of the log-term contracts and the opportunity now exists to create long-term jubs for
Alaskan through the local manufacture of high value-added wood products; and

02



OLUTION NO 97-Z /
0SING U.S. SENATE B1LHS660

WHEREAS, Governor Tony Knowles opposes the selection of Tongass National Forest lands by
the University of Alaska;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that OVK hereby opposes the University of Alaska Lands Bill
(S660) and any other attempts to give Tongass National Forest Lands, including
lands on Kupreanofand Kuiu Islands, to the University of Alaska.

CERTIFICATION

This resolution was duly adopted at an IRA Council meeting held this *] day of
1997 by a quorum of (includes president as non-voting chairperson exceptin case of tie vote)

with YES votes, () NO votes,and O ABSTAINING,



Resident and Nonre&ﬂent Warkers b V\}(l) Fim-Alaska 19%

Employer

VISTA OPTICAL
VISTA TRAVEL INC
VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA

VOORHEES CONCRETE CUTTING SPE
VRCA ENVIRONMENTAL SVCS INC

W ANCHORAGE VETERINARY CLC INC A
W COAST CONSTRUCTION SVCS

W COAST STEVEDORING CORP

H SMITH
LEE PAYNE DDS PC

W
W
W M DEVELOPMENT CORP

WA BOTTING CO/POOLE & KENT JV
WA BOTTING CO/POOLE KENT CO JV
WA BOTTING CO/POOLE&KENT CO JV

WADE & DE YOUNG APC
WAINWRIGHT CITY OF

WAINWRIGHT CO-OPERATIVE ASSOC

WAL-MART/SAMS CLUB
WALASHEK SHIPYARD INC
WALDENBOOK CO INC
WALES CITY OF

WALES NATIVE CORP
WALES NATIVE STORE
WALMAC INC

WALMART VISION CENTER
WALSH & CO INC
WARBELOWS AIR VENTURES

WARDS COVE PACKING CO INC

WAREHOUSE DEMO SVCS INC
WARFIELD AUTO REPAIR

WARNING LITES OF ALASKA INC

WASH DAY
WASH N DRY INC

WASHINGTON FISH & OYSTER CO

WASILLA AREA SENIORS INC
WASILLA CHEVRON INC
WASILLA CITY OF

WASILLA DENTAL CENTER INC
IWASSER & WINTERS COMPANY ~7J

WATERFALL GROUP LTD THE

WATTERSON CONSTRUCTION INC
WAVE THE

WAYLAND BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
WEATHER DATA SERVICES INC

WEAVER BROTHERS INC
WEBCO ALASKA INC

WEBCO GENERAL PARTNERSHIP
WEDBUSH MORGAN SECURITIES
WEIDNER INVESTMENT SVCS INC
WEIGHT WATCHERS OF ALASKA INC

IVEL ASKA CORPOFATION

ourco:Afaska Department of Labor, Research and Anatysis-Page 74

Firms with 20 or More Workers
Industry Total Resident Nonresiden  Percent
Workers Workers — Workers Nonresident
Retail Trade 54 40 14 25.9
Trans., Comm, Util. . 30 28 2 0.7
Services 56 51 5 8.9
Construcnon 26 22 4 15.4
mmg 36 34- 4 105
or., and Fishing 22 19 3 13.6
Serwces 148 126 22 14.9
Trans,, Comm., Util. 307 283 24 7.8
Retail Trade 77 7 5 6.5
Services | 20 19 1 5.0
Construction 29 26 3 10.3
Construction 36 26 10 21.8
Construction 76 172 4 53
Construction 99 flo 6 0.1
Services 22 22 0 0.0
Public Administration 34 34 0 0.0
Retail Trade 29 29 0 0.0
Retall Trade 2517 2,008 509 20.2
Trans., Comm., Uti, 43 B ' X5 58.1
Retail Trade 134 110 24 17.9
Public Administration 37 35 2 54
Finance, Ins. and R.E. 20 18 2 10.0
Retail Trade 23 21 2 8.7
Construction 37 2B 9 24.3
Retail Trade 26 20 6 23.1
Construction 21 21 0 0.0
Trans., Comm., Util. 47 4 3 6.4
Manufacturing 2,415 505 1,910 79.1
Services 223 184 39 175
Services 3 26 5 16.1
Wholesale Trade 25 22 3 12.0
Services 25 21 4 16.0
Services 36 32 4 11.1
Manufacturing 1,626 373 1,253 77.1
Services 21 19 2 95
Retail Trade 29 23 6 20.7
Public Administration 01 88 3 3.3
Setvices 29 28 1 3.4
Manufacturing 117 34, 83 70.9
Services 136 44 92 67.6
Construction 107 98 9 8.4
Retail Trade 25 21 4 16.0
Services 106 86 20 18.9
Services 25 20 5 20.0
Trans., Comm., Ull. 84 83 1 1.2
Wholesale Trade 54 48 6 11.1
Wholesale Trade 29 20 9 31.0
Finance, Ins. and R.E. 32 31 1 3.1
Finance. Ins. and R.E 92 82 10 10.9
Services 62 57 5 8.1
Services 37 33 4 10.8



REGIONAL SUMMARY OF INVESTMENT PROPERTY

REGION

ALASKA PENINSULA
ANCHORAGE
COPPER BASIN
FAIRBANKS

KENAI

KETCHIKAN

MAT-SU

NENANA
NORTHERN ALASKA
OUT OF STATE
PETERSBURG

PRINCE OF WALES
SALCHA-DELTA

SITKA

UA FOUNDATION
UPPER SUSITNA
WEST FAIRBANKS
WESTERN ALASKA
WHITE MOUNTAIN
WRANGELL

TOTAL
Trust Land

Foundation Land
Other University Land

TOTAL

UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA

Fee

Simple

1,913
14470
209

1929
il
140,223

140,223

A
1,913
1A06-

(In Acres)

NOVEMBER 1996

«Some columns do not add correctly due to rounding

Page 37

1
Surface  Subsurfact Harvestabl* Agriculture  Total
Rights  Rights  Timber Rights
Only Only Only Only
vl 1181
868 3521
137 84 1425
70 18 13,649
2391 15,000 19,219
14391
290 2 789 4395
92 A 1343
128 12,880
2,708 2 2355
18 6,626
7 10 13,664
70 85
25
982 1353
49 4374
5 1 908
686 718
1916
186 14,656
189 1 8,4%
1521 1321
675 19,965
340 9461
163651 J,020.1. 15,000 789 1733261
16365 1320 15,000 789 170,8%1
2 1,406
16385 1,020 15,000 789 173326

Percentage of
Total

100.0%

98.1%
11%
0.8%

100.0%



University of Alaska clearcut on Slide Ridge near Ketchikan

University of Alaska clearcut near Cape Yakataga, 1996
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Land grantwould help UAfill educational needs

ByJerome B. Komisar

Thefollowing is excerptedfrom University o fAlaska
Presidentlerome B. Komisar'spresentation to US. Senate
/inerg)’and Resources Com mittee ofthe university's views
insupportofS.660, whichwouldgrantfederalpubliclands
to the university,fulfillingearliercommitmentsmade to'lt
by Congress. Komisar tesiified Sept. 11 before the US.
Senate Energ}land Natural Resources
Committee in Washington, D.C.

T he University of Alaska is Alaska’s
only public land grant university.

In 1915 and 1929, Congress made

federal landgrantstotalingciose to 370,000
acres to the state for die exclusive use and
benefit of the university.

For anumber of reasons, the university
has received less than a third of the acre-
age allocated to it under these grants. The
failure to transfer the total allotment was
due to the incompleteness of the federal
government's study of the region.

Before theycould be conveyed, thelands
had to be surveyed. As of 1915, only a
fraction of 1 percent of Alaska had been
surveyed, virtually none of it in the Tanana Valley where the
granted landswere located. Aslate as 1952, amere 0.6 percent
oftheentire Territory of Alaska had been surveyed. In the early

46608, hBiBAGHENE  The result is that of all
would take to survey the states that have
Aaskaat current feg-

received land grants, only
Delaware received less
than Alaska.

eral speed varied be-
tween 12,000 and
43,510 years.

The result Is that of
all the states that have received land grants, onlz Delaware
received lesstitan Alaska. And given the size of Alaska, no other
state, by far, received a smaller portion of total state acreage
for the support of higher learning.

This obvious inequity is impossible to rationalize: first,
Alaska’svastsize makes it eminentlﬁ possible to devote signifi-
cant acreage to the support of higher education and greater
learning— /Alaska does not have a land shortage, at least not
in public lands; while, second, Alaska’s vast distances, its
harsh climactic conditions, and the remote locations of many
ofits cities and villages create prohibitive costs unknown in the
rest of the country, which makes a grant of land exemplary
public policy.

If there is any section of our nation where educational
land grants are justified and necessary, it is in the great

EDITOR HitePit{"lilr

land of Alaska.

The University off Alaskaisastatcwide systemwhich consists
of three multimission universities located in Anchorage,
Fairbanks and Juneau with extended satellite colleges and
centers, including more than dozens of extension and re-
search sites.

Not surprisingly, the need for higher education is most
difficult to soive In the rural and remote areas of the state
where vast distances separate cities and villages, where air

travel is the oniy means of transportation,
where the cost of communications —
telephone, television, electronic networks
— Can be exorhitant.

A sufficient land grant would enable
the university to plan and provide more
effectively the educational and cultural
services needed throughout the enor-
mous Alaska terrain and permit the mas-
sive size of the land to provide economic
benefits as well as cause financial cost.

Additional land also will enable the
university to further the application of
exemplary ways of extracting and man-
aging natural resources. It will permit
economic development projects and
land utilization that balance environ-
mental protection with social progress.

The income earned will further the

university's research in those disciplines in which it has
exceptional depth and opportunity: geophysics and climate
change, oceanography and fisheries; die clean use of fossi
fuels; arctic biology and arctic engineering; and the economic
and social dynamics of the circumpolar north.

S.660 also envisions that the university will convey to the
Na.'onal Park Service and the U. S Fish and Wildlife Service
thousands ofacres of university lands thatare now inlioldin%s
inoradjacenl to parks and refuges created or expanded bythe
1980 Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act. These

inholdings would be
[?l!P%ugtgled tothe  qtwillpermiteconomic
nite Es. i

Thus, theproposed development projects and

land utilization that balance
environmental protection
with social progress.

legislation, in addi-
tion to making the
university whole,
would have the added
benefit of enhancing the conservation and management of
Alaska's vast parks, refuges and wildemess areas.

By providing the University of Aiaslcawith aland gruntwhich
Is both more consistent with what was originally intended and
commensurate with die state'ssize and character, this legisla-
tion will permit the University of Alaskato carry outits singular
responsibility as a unigue and major national center for
culture, for learning, anaforopportunityin the great farnorth.

SALES MANAGER Texi Nvaom

SENIOR ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES JeffShun, Pete Nofan
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES Cheryl Pelehot. Kathieen Unwin
ASSISTANT euitor |-yi,| Martin



Land grant

To the editor:

Southeast Alaska Conserva-
tion Council inaccurately criti-
cizes this writer, Sen.
Murkowski and the University of

Sept. 4,1997

TOTrn EDITGQ

Alaska regents for seeking a
larger land %rant to support the
university, 250,000 federal acres.

Ordinance of 1785 specified

that land west of Ohio be sur-

veyed into townships composed
of 36 sections of 640 acres. Every
Section 16 would be set aside for
“maintenance of public schools.”

The 1842 Morrill Act dedi-

cated land to states for “agricul-
ture and mechanic arts” based on
population with 30,000 acres per
member of Congress. In 1848, the
1785 Ordinance was amended to
double the section grant to two—
Sections 16 and 36. Three of the
last four states admitted to the
Union—Utah, New Mexico, and
Arizona—each received four.
Under that formula, Alaska’s
grant for public schools would ex-
ceed 40 million acres.

Alaska never received title to
specific sections because the ter-
ritory was unsurveyed. So in the
1950s, Congress rejected section
grants and substituted quantity
grants for Alaska. That meant
100 million acres of a general
grant plus specific acreage for
prisons, schools, asylums, pio-
neers homes, and 500,000 acres
for the university and 500,000
acres for a teachers college.

In the final Statehood Act in
1958, all were rolled into a single

land grant to Alaska. The State-

hood Act also canceled all unsur-
veyed land grants. That reduced
the university’s federal land
grant from 360,000 acres it had
received under earlier legislation,
to 112,000 acres.

We urge Alaskans to read Se

Frankl nate Bill 660. When he intro-

duced it, Sen. Murkowski stated

that most of the land selected
“would stem from the 70 million*
acres of uncommitted land cur-
rently under control of the Bu-
reau of Land Management.”
Restrictions, a system of public
hearings and required approval
by the Secretary, of Interior ade-
quately protects lands with which
SEACC 1s concerned.

It offers a chance for the state
to join in a land grant by
matching up to 250,000 acres
with another 250,000 federal
acres.

Remember, the university be-
longs to all Alaskans. Regents
seek to assure a system of higher
education in the next millennium
adequately funded to do thejob.,
Sincerely,

Lew M. Williams Jr.
UAregent ; (
V.

Ketchikan,. -.-. V.-
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SECTION 1. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.

(a) FINDINGS- The Congressfinds that—

(1) tfv: University ofAlaska is thesuccessorto and the beneficiary ofallFederalgrants and
conveyances to orfor the Alaska Agricultural College and SchoolofMines;

(2) underthe ActsofMarch 4,1915,38 Stat. 1214, and January 21,1929, 45 Stat. 1091, the
United States granted to the Territory o fAlaska certain Federallandfor the University of

Alaska;

(3) the Territory was unable to receive mosto fthe land intended to be conveyed by the Act
ofMarch 4, 1915, before repealofthatActby section 6(k) ofthe Alaska Statehood Act

(Public Law 85-508, 72 Stat. 339);
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5.660

To provide for the continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public
lands in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska, and for other purposes. (Reported in the
Senate)

(4) only one other State land grantcollege in the United States has obtained a smallerland
grantfrom the Federal Government than the University o fAlaska has received, and allland
grantcolleges in the Western States o fthe United States have obtained substantially larger
land grants than the University o fAlaska;

(5) an academically strong andfinancially secure state university system is a cornerstone to
the long-term development ofa stable population and to a healthy, diverse economy and is

in the nationalinterest;

(6) the nationalinterest isserved by transferring certain Federallands to the University of
Alaska which willbe able to use and develop the resources ofsuch lands and by returning
certain lands held by the University o fAlaska located within certain Federalconsen’ation

system units to Federalownership;

(7) the University o fAlaska holds valid legaltitle to and isresponsiblefor managementof
lands transferred by the United States to the Territoiy and State o fAlaskafor the University
and thatan exchange oflands is consistent with and infurtherance ofthepurposes and
terms of, and thus notin violation of, the Federalgrantofsuch lands.

(b) PURPOSES- Thepurposes ofthisActare—

(J) tofu lfill the originalcommitmentofCongress to establish the University o fAlaska as a
land grant university with holdings sufficient tofacilitate operation and maintenance ofa
university system for the inhabitants o fthe State o fAlaska; and

(2) toacquirefrom the University o fAlaska lands itholds within Federalparks, wildlife
refuges, and wilderness areas.

SEC. 2. PRIMARY FEDERAL GRANT.

(a) Notwithstanding any otherprovision oflaw, butsubject to valid existing rights and the
procedures setforth herein, the University isgranted and entitled to take up to 250,000 acres o f
Federallands (orreserved interests in lands) in oradjacent to Alaska as a Federalgrant. The
University may identify and select the specific lands it intends to take pursuantto thisgrant, and
the Secretaiy o fthe Interior ("Secretary) shallpromptly convey to the University the lands
selected, in accordance with theprovisions o fthis Act.

(b)(1) Within 48 months ofenactment ofthis Act, the University o fAlaska may submitto the
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Secretary a listofproperties the University has tentatively selected to receive underthe conditions
o fthin grant. Such list may be submitted in whole orinpartduring thisperiod and the University
may make interim tentative selettions that it may relinquish or change within the 48-month
period. The University may submit tentative selections that exceed the amounto fthegrant except
thatsuch selections shallnotexceed 275,000 acres atany one time.

(2) Allselections shall be in reasonably compact units: Provided, Thatthe University may select
smalltracts ofFederalland within Federalreservations consistent with the lim itations in

subsection (c) below.

(3) The University may sv mittentative selections ofFederallands validly selected butnot
conveyed to the State ofa ska or the corporations organizedpursuantto the Alaska Native
Claims SettlementAct: Pn ‘ided, Thatsuch lands may notbe approved or conveyed to the
University unless the State f Alaska and or the corporation has relinquished itspriorselection.

(4 The University shall mane no selections within Conservatic, System Units as defined in the
Alaska NationallnterestLands Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 3.01) orlands designatedas LUD Il
by section 201 o fthe Tongass TimberReform Acto f1990.

(5) Withinforty-five (45) days ofreceiptofa University tentative selection, the Secretaiy shall
publish notice o fsaid selection in the FederalRegister. Such notice shallidentify lands included
in the tentative selection andprovidefor aperiodforpublic commenton the tentative selection

notto exceed sixty (60) days.
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(6) Within six months ofthe receiptofa University tentative selection, the Secretary shall notify
the University ofhis acceptance orobjection to each tentative selection, including the reasonsfor
any objection. Failure to object within six months shallconstitute approvalby the Secretary. Any
public comments submitted in response to apul'icnotice issuedpursuanttoparagraph (5 above
may be considered by the Secretary: Provided, Thatthe Secrettry may object to tentative
selections o fthe University ifand only ifhe demonstrates thata conveyance ofsuch to the

University—

(A) willhave a significantadverse impacton thepurposesfor which a Conservation System
Unit was established; or

(B) willhave a significantadverse impactonfulfillmentofthe Alaska Statehood Actor the
Alaska Native Claims SettlementAct (43 U.S.C. 1601).

(7) The Secretary's acceptance of, or objection to, any tentative selections subm itted by the
University ofAlaskapursuant to section 2 ofthis Actor the conveyance ofany such selections by
tentative approval, patentor otherinstrumentare notmajorFederalactions within the means o f

section 102(2)(c) ofPublic Law 91-190.

(S) The Secretary shallpublish notice ofany decision to acceptorobjectto a tentative selection in
the FederalRegister.

(¢c) The Secretary shallnotapprove or convey, under thisgrant—

(1) any Federallands which, at the time ofenactmento fthis Act, are included in a
Conservation System Unit, or are designated asLUD Il by section 201 ofthe Tongass

TimberReform Acto f1990;

(2) any Federallands validly selected or topfiled pursuant to section 906(e) of

Public Law 96-487 butnotconveyed to the State ofAlaska or the corporationspursuant to the Alaska
Native Claims SettlementAct; or

(3) any Federallands withdrawn and actually used in connection with the adm inistration o f
any Federalinstallations and military>reservations unless the head ofthe land holding or

occupying agency or entity agrees.

(d) Iffollowing the Secretary's review o ftentative selections by the University, the amount o f
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acreage approved by the Secretaryfor conveyance is less than thefu llprimary grant, the
University may select additionall lands to satisfy theprimary grant. .

(e) Upon the University's tentative selection ofland:

(1) Such land shallbesegregated and unavailablefor selection by and conveyance to the
State ofAlaska orany corporation organizedpursuantto the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Actand shallnotbe otherwise encumbered or disposed ofby the United States

pending completion o fthe selection process.

(2) The University shallposses the nonexclusive right to enteronto such landsfor the
purpose of—

(A) assessing the oil, gas, mineral and otherresource potentialtherein. The
University, and its delegatees or agents, shall bepermitted to engage in assessment
techniques including butnot limited to core drilling to assess the metalliferous or
othervalues, and surface geologicalexploration and seismic explorationfor oiland
gas: Provided, Thatthisparagraph shallnotbe construed as including or allowing

exploratory drilling ofoilandgas wells; and
(B) exercising due diligence regarding the making ofafinalselection.

(f) Within oneyearofthe Secretary's approvalofa tentative selection, the University may make
therefrom afinalselection pursuant to this Act. Within six months o fsuchfinalselection by the
University, the Secretary shallissue a tentative approvalofsuchfinalselection. Such tentative
approvalshallbe deemed to transfer to the University all right, title, and interest o fthe United
States in and to the described selection. Any lakes, rivers and streams contained within such
selections shallbe meandered and lands submerged thereunderconveyed in accordance with 43
U.S.C.Sec. 1631, as amended. Upon completion ofa sun>eyoflands included within such
tentative approval, the Secretary shallprom ptly issue a patent to such lands. Pending issuance of
apatent, the University shallhave rights and authorities over tentatively approvallands
consistent with those under the Alaska Statehood Actand the Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act, including the right to transfer, assigti, exchange, grant, deed, lease or otherwise convey any
orallpresentorfuture interestin the lands granted pursuant to this Act.
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(g) The Secretary o fAgriculture, as wellas the heads ofotherFederalagencies, shall take such
actions as may benecessary tofacilitate and ex edite the implementation o fthis Act by the

Secretary o fthe Interior.

SEC. 3. RELINQUISHMENT OF CERTAIN UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA
HOLDINGS.

(a) As a condition to receiving the land grantprovided by section 2 o fthis Act, the University of
Alaska shallconvey to the Secretary those lands listed in 'The University o fAlaska's Inholding

Reconveyance Document'and dated April24, 1997,

(b) The University shall begin conveyance ofthe lands listed in (a) above upon taking title to
lands it has selected pursuant to section 2 o fthis Actand shall convey to the Secretary a
percentage amountoflandproportionalto thatwhich it has received, butin no eventshallitbe
required to convey any lands other than those listed in (a) above to the Secretary. The Secretary
shallacceptquitclaim deedsfrom the Universityfor these lands.

SEC. 4 ALIENATION OF LANDS.

Notwithstanding any otherprovision oflaw, the University o fAlaska may transfer, assign,
exchange, grant, deed, lease or otherwise convey any or allpresentorfuture interests in the lands

grantedpursuant to this Act.

SEC. 5. JUDICIAL REVIEW.

The University ofAlaska has the right to bring actionfor, including butnotlimited to, reliefin the
nature ofmandamus, against the Secretaryfor violation ofthis Actorfor review ofan agency
decision under this Act. Such an action can only be brought in the United States District Courtfor

the District o fAlaska and within two (2) years ofthe alleged violation or thefinal
decisionmaking. For allother entities orpersons, decisions o fthe Secretaryshallbefinaland

conclusive.

SEC. 6. STATE MATCHING GRANT.

(a) Notwithstanding any otherprovision oflaw, butsubject to valid existing rights and the
procedures setforth in this Act, the University isgranted and shall be entitled to take, in addition
to theprimary grantprovidedfor in section 2 herein, up to another 250,000 acres in Federal
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lands (orreserved interests in lends) in oradjacent to Alaska: Provided, Thatany additional
acres are granted, as specified below, on a matching acre-for-acre basis to the extent that the
Stale o fAlaska shallfirstgrant'to the University State-owned land in Alaska.

(b) The University may selectanu the Secretary shallconvey lands which the University is entitled
to receivepursuant to this State matching grantprovision in minimum increments o f25,000 acres

up to the maximum o0f250,000 acres.
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Fairbanks. Alaska 99701
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Sponsor Statement
HJR 53

While In Juneau
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska
99801-1182
(907) 465-2327

House District 31

HJR 53 lends support to US Senate Bill S660. Senate Bill 660 provides for the
continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public lands
in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska.

Supporting S660 helps complete the land grant to the Unive.'sity of Alaska.
greatly assist the continuation of higher education in Alaska.

It will

This Bill places the Legislature on the record supporting the commitment to the
University of Alaska as a land grant university.
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SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE %EPORT

DATE: 3/18/98 FURTHER:

DATE TURNED
IN TO OFFICE:

Finance Committee considered HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 53

Relating to support for federal legislation providing for the continuation of the University of Alaska by
the conveyance of federal land to the university.

[ ] adopt Letter of Intent by _ Committee

[ ] further referral to the Committee
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NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): u . PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):* .
Department Date  Zero  Fiscal Department Date  Zero  Fiscal

[ ] APPROPRIATION - no fiscal note Minclude Fiscal notes accompanying Governor’s bill



No: 1

FISCAL NOTE 5 HIR 53

Wm& (H) Publish Date: 2/20/98
SESSION

Revision Date: Dept. Affected University
Title:  RclatinR lo support for federal legislation providing for the BRU
continualion of the U. of A. by the convcyanee of federal land.. component Statewide administration
Sponsor: K e Ily

Requester: Component Serial No.
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04
Personal Services
Travel
Conlraclual
Supplies
Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 1 1 1 1 1
[CHANGEIN REVENUES [ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
FUND SOURCE (Thousands ol Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Menlal Health
1091 Designated Program Receipts
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY97) cost:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
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House District 31

HJR 53 lends support to US Senate Bill S660. Senate Bill 660 provides for the
continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public lands
in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska.

Supporting S660 helps complete the land grant to tha University of Alaska. It will

greatly assist the continuation of higher education in Alaska.

This Bill places the Legislature on the record supporting the commitment to the
University of Alaska as a land grant university.
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5.660

To provide for the continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public
lands in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska, and for other purposes. (Reported in the

Senate)
G0 2B

S. 660

October 9,1997

Reported with an amendment

INTHE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
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5.660

To provide for the continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public
lands in the State of Alaska to the Universitys%%étle?ka, and for other purposes. (Reported in the

(4) only one other State land grantcollege in the United States has obtained a smallerland
grantfrom the Federal Governmentthan the University ofAlaska has received, and allland
grantcolleges in the Western States o fthe United States have obtained substantially larger
land grants than the University o fAlaska;

(5) an academically strong andfinancially secure state university system is a cornerstone to
the long-term developmentofa stablepopulation and to a healthy, diverse economy and is
in the nationalinterest;

(6) the nationalinterestisserved by transferring certain Federallands to the University of
Alaska which willbe able to useand develop the resources o fsuch lands and by returning

certain lands held by the University ofAlaska located within certain Federalconservation

system units to Federalownership;

(7) the University o fAlaska holds valid legaltitle to and isresponsiblefor managementof
lands transferred by the United States to the Territory and State ofAlaskafor the University
and thatan exchange oflands is consistentwith and infurtherance ofthepurposes and
terms of and thusnotin violation of, the Federalgrant ofsuch lands.

(b) PURPOSES- Tliepurposes o fthis Actare—

(J) Q}u Ifill the originalcommitmentofCongress to establish the University o fAlaska as a
land grantuniversity with holdings sufficient tofacilitate operation and maintenance ofa

m ouniversity system for the inhabitants o fthe State ofAlaska; and '

(2) toacquirefrom the University o fAlaska lands itholds within Federalparks, wildlife
refuges, and wilderness areas.

SEC. 2.PRIMARY FEDERAL GRANT.

(@) Notwithstanding any otherprovision oflaw, butsubject to valid existing rights and the
procedures setforth herein, the University isgranted and entitled to take up to 250,000 acres of
Federallands (orreserved interests in lands) in or adjacentto Alaska as a Federalgrant. The
University may identify and select the specific lands itintends to takepursuantto thisgrant, and
the Secretary ofthe Interior ("Secretary')shallpromptly convey to the University the lands
selected, in accordance with theprovisions o fthis Act.

(b)(1) Within 48 months ofenactmento fthis Act, the University o fAlaska may submit to the
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Secretary a listofproperties the University has tentatively selected to receive under the conditions
o fthis grant. Such list may be submitted in whole orinpartduring thisperiod and the University
may make interim tentative selections thatitmay relinquish or change within the 48-month
period. The University maysubmittentative selections thatexceed the amountofthegrantexcept
thatsuch selections shallnotexceed 275,000 acres atany one time.

(2) Allselections shallbein reasonably compactunits:Provided, Thatthe University may select
small tracts ofFederalland within Federalreservations consistent with the limitations in

subsection (c) below.

(3) The University may submittentative selections ofFederallands validly selected butnot
conveyed to the State ofAlaska orthe corporations organizedpursuantto the Alaska Native
Claims SettlementAct: Provided, Thatsuch lands may nothe approved orconveyed to the
University unless the State o fAlaska and orthe corporation has relinquished itsprior selection.

(4) The University shallmake no selections within Conserv ition System Units as defined in the
Alaska NationallInterestlLands Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 3101) orlands designated asLUD Il
by section 201 ofthe Tongass TimberReform Actof1990.

(5) Withinforty-five (45) days ofreceiptofa University tentative selection, the Secretary shall
publish notice o fsaid selection in the FederalRegister. Such notice shallidentify lands included
in the tentative selection andprovideforaperiodforpublic commenton the tentative selection

notto exceed sixty (60) days.
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5.660

«

To provide for the continuation of higher education through the conveyance ofcertain public
lands in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska, and for other purposes. (Reported in the

Senate)

(6) Within six months o fthe receiptofa University tentative selection, the Secretary shallnotify

the University ofhis acceptance orobjection to each tentative selection, including the reasonsfor
any objection. Failure to object within six months shallconstitute approvalby the Secretary. Any
public comments submitted in response to apublic notice issuedpursuanttoparagraph (5 above

may be considered by the Secretary: Provided, Thatthe Secretary may object to tentative

selections o fthe University ifand only ifhe demonstrates thata conveyance ofsuch to the

University—

(A)willhave a significantadverse impact on thepurposesfor which a Conservation System

Unitwas established; or

(B) willhave a significant adverse impactonfulfillmentofthe Alaska Statehood Actor the

Alaska Native Claims SettlementAct (43 U.S.C. 1601).

(7) The Secretary's acceptance of, orobjection to, any tentative selections subm itted by the
University ofAlaska pursuant to section 2 ofthisActorthe conveyance ofanysuch selections by
tentative approval, patentorotherinstrumentare notmajorFederalactions within the means of

section 102(2)(c) ofPublic Law 91-190.

(8) The Secretary shallpublish notice ofany decision to acceptorobjectto a tentative selection in

the FederalRegister.

(¢c) The Secretary>shallnotapprove orconvey, under thisgrant—

(1) any Federallands which, atthe time ofenactmento fthis Act, are included in a

Conservation System Unit, orare designatedasLUD Il bysection 201 o fthe Tongass

TimberReform Acto f1990;

(2) any Federallands validly selected or topfiled pursuant to section 906(e) of

PublicLaw 96-487 butnetconveyed to the State ofAlaska orthe corporationspursuantto the Alaska

Native Claims SettlementAct; or

(3) any Federallands withdrawn and actually used in connection with the administration o f
any Federalinstallations and military reservations unless the head ofthe land holding or

occupying agency or entity agrees.

(d) I'ffollowing the Secretary's review o ftentative selections by the University, the amountof

1of2
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acreage approved by the Secretaryfor conveyance is less than thefu llprimary grant, the
University may selectadditionallands to satisfy theprim ary grant. .

(e) Upon the University's tentative selection ofland:

(1) Such land shallbesegregated and unavailablefor selection by and conveyance to the
State o fAlaska orany corporation organizedpursuant to the Alaska NativejClaims
Settlement Actandshallnotbe otherwise encumbered or disposed o fby the United States
pending completion o fthe selection process.

(2) The University shallposses the nonexclusive right to enteronto such landsfor the
purpose of—

(A) assessing the oil, gas, mineral, and otherresourcepotentialtherein. The
University, and its delegatees or agents, shallbepermitted to engage in assessment
techniques including butnotlimited to core drilling to assess the metalliferous or
othervalues, and surfa:e geologicalexploration and seismic explorationfor oiland
gas: Provided, Thatthisparagraph shallnotbe construed as including or allowing
exploratory drilling ofoiland gas wells; and

(B) exercising due diligence regarding the making ofafinalselection.

(J) Within oneyearofthe Secretary's approvalofa tentative selection, the University may make
therefrom afinalselection pursuantto this Act. Within six months o fsuchfinalselection by the
University, the Secretary shallissue a tentative approvalo fsuchfinalselection. Such tentative
approvalshallbe deemed to transferto the University allright, title, and interesto fthe United
States in and to the described selection. Any lakes, rivers and streams contained within such
selections shallbe meandered and lands submerged thereunderconveyed in accordance with 43
U.S.C. Sec. 1631, as amended. Upon completion ofa survey oflands included within such
tentative approval, the Secretary shallprom ptly issuljapatentto such lands. Pending issuance o f
a patent, the University shallhave rights and authorities over tentatively approvallands
consistent with those under the Alaska Statehood Actand the Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act, including the right to transfer, assign, exchange, grant, deed, lease or otherwise convey any
orallpresentorfuture interestin the lands grantedpursuant to this Act.
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S.660

To provide for the continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public
lands in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska, and for other purposes. (Reported in the
Senate)

(g) The Secretary ofAgriculture, as wellas the heads ofotherFederalagencies, shalltakesuch
actions as may be necessary tofacilitate and expedite the implementation o fthis Act by the

Secretary o fthe Interior.

SEC 3. RELINQUISHMENT OF CERTAIN UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA
HOLDINGS.

(a) As a condition to receiving the land grantprovided by section 2 o fthis Act, the University o f
Alaska shallconvey to the Secretary those lands listed in 'The University o fAlaska's Inholding
Reconveyance Document'and dated April24,1997.

(b) The University shallbegin conveyance o fthe lands listed in (a) above upon taking title to
lands it has selectedpursuant to section 2 o fthisActand shallconvey to the Secretary a
percentage amountoflandproportionalto thatwhich ithas received, butin no eventshallit be
required to convey any lands other than those listed in (a) above to the Secretary. The Secretary

shallacceptquitclaim deedsfrom the Universityfor these lands.

SEC 4. ALIENATION OF LANDS.

Notwithstanding any otherprovision oflaw, the University ofAlaska may transfer, assign,
exchange, grant, deed, lease orotnerwise convey any orallpresentorfuture interests in the lands

grantedpursuant to this Act.

SEC. 5. JUDICIAL REVi PW.

The University o fAlaska has the right to bring actionfor, including butnotlimited to, reliefin the
nature o fmandamus, againstthe Secretaryfor violation ofthisActorfor review ofan agency
decision underthis Act. Such an action can only be brought in the United States District Courtfor
the District o fAlaska and within two (2) years o fthe alleged violation or the.final
decisionmaking. Forallotherentitiesorpersons, decisions oftk. Secretary shallbefinaland

conclusive.

SEC. 6. STATE MATCHING GRANT.

(@) Notwithstanding any otherprovision oflaw, butsubjectto valid existing rights and the
procedures setforth in this Act, the University isgranted and shallbe entitled to take, in addition
to theprimary grantprovidedfor in section 2 herein, up to another250,000 acres in Federal
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lands (orreserved interests in lands) in oradjacentto Alaska:Provided, Thatary additional
acres are granted, as specijied below, on a matching acre-for-acre basis to the extent that the
State o fAlaska shallfirstgrant to the University State-owned land in Alaska.

(b) The University may selectand the Secretary shallconvey lands which the University is entitled
to receive pursuant to this State matching grantprovision in minimum increments o f25,000 acres

Up to the maximum 0f250,000 acres.
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Land grant would help UAfill educational needs

ByJerome B. Komisar

Thefollowing is excerptedfrom University o fAlaska
PresidentJeromef1 Komisar'spresentation to US Senate
Energyand Resources Committee o fthe university's views
in supporto fS.660,whichwouldgrantfederalpubliclands
to toe university,fulfdlingeariiercommitmentsmadetoil
by Con%ress. Komisar testified Sept. 11 before toe US
Senate Energy and Ralurd Resources
Committee in” Washington. D.C

T be University of Alaska is Alaska's
only public land grant university.

In 1915 and 1929, Congress made

federal land gramstotalingdoselo 370,000
acres to the state for the exclusive use and
benefit of the university.

Foranumber of reasons, the university
has received less dian a third of the acre-
ageallocated to It under these grants. The
failure to tran<er the total allotment “/as
due to the incompleteness of the federal
government's study of the region.

Before th/jcould be conveyed, thelands
had to be surveyed. As of 1915, only a
fraction of 1 percent of Alaska had been
surveyed, virtually none of II In the Tanana Valley where the
granted landswercldcaicd. Aslaic as 1952, araerc(.6 ﬁercent

of theentire Territory of Alaska had been surveyed. In the early
46508, ewdistions  The result is that of all
s el

v [ECEIVEQ [and grants, only
e e Delaware received less
43,510 years, than Alaska.

The result is that of
all the states that have received land grants, only Delaware
received less than Alaska. And given thesize ofAlaska, no other
stale, by far, received a smaller portion of total stale acreage
for the support of higher learning.

This obvious inequity Is impossible lo rationalize: first,
Alaska's vast size makes il eminently possible to devote signifi-
cant acreage lo the support of higher education and greater
learning— Alaska does not have a land shortage, at least not
In public lands; while, second, Alaska's vast distances, Its
harsh climactic conditions, and the remote locatioas of many
ofits citiesandvillagesaeaieprohibitive costs unknown Inthe
rest of the country, which makes a grant of land exemplary
public policy.

I there Is any section of our nation where educational
land grants are Justified and necessary, it Is in the great

land of Alaska.

I1te University o fAlaska is a staicwide systemwhich consists
of three multimission universities located in Anchorage,
Fairbanks and Juneau with extended saielllle colleges and
cemcrs, including more than dozens of extension and re-
search sites.

Not surprisingly, die need for higher education is most
difficult to serve In the rural and remote areas of the state
where vast distances separate cities and villages, where air

iravd Is the only means of transportation,
where the cos of communications —
telephone, television, electronic networks
— can be exorbitant
A sufficient land grant would enable
the university to plan and provide more
effectively the educational and cultural
services needed throughout the enor-
mous Alaska terrain and permit the mas-
sive size ofthe land to provide economic
henefits as wei! ra cause financial cos.
Additional land also will enable the
university to further the application of
exemplary ways of extracting and man-
aging natural resources. It will permit
economic development projects and
land utilization that balance environ-
mental protection with social progress.
The income eamed will further the
university's research in those disciplines In which it has
exceptional depth and opportunity; geophysics and climate
change, oceanography and fisheries; the dean use of fossil
fuels; arctic biologyand arctic engineering; and the economic
and social dynamics of the circumpolar north,

S.660 also envisions that the university will convey to the
National Park Service and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
thousands ofacres of universitylands thatare now Inholdings
inoradjacent to parks and refuges creaied or expanded ,y the
1980 Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Ad These

Inholdings would be . . .
It will permit economic

relinquished to the
United Stles development projects and

cqaton et Jand vt eon halance
tion to nuking the  Environmental protection
with social progress.

university whole,
wouldhavctheadded
benefit of enhrndng the conservation and management of
Alaska's vast parks, refuges and wilderness areas.
ByprovidLig the Universityo fAlaskawithaland grantwhich
Is both more consistent with whai was originally Intended and
commensuraic with the stale's size and character, this legisla-
tionwill permitthe UniversityofAlaska to carryout itssingular
responsibility as a unique and major national center for
culture, forleaming, and for opportunity la the greaifitrnorth,
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