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M r. Chairman, and members o f  this Committee:

M y  nam e is B a r t  Koehler, and I am the Execu tive  D irec to r  for the Sou theas t .Alaska Conserva tion 
C ounc il  (SEACC). I respectfully reques t that my w ritten s ta temen t and accompanying materials 
b e  en te red  in to  th e  official reco rd  o f  this Com m ittee  Hearing.

F o u n d ed  in 1970, SEACC  is a coalition o f  15 local citizen, vo lun tee r conserva tion  g roup s  in 12 
Sou th ea s t  A la sk a  communities, from Ketch ikan to  Yakuta t. S E A C C ’s individual members 
inc lude com m erc ia l fishermen, A laskan Natives, small t imber ope ra to rs  and value-added wood 
m anu fac tu re rs , tourism  and recreation business owners, hunters, guides, and A laskans from all 
w a lks  o f  iife. SE A C C  is ded ica ted to  preserv ing the  integrity o f  Sou theas t A la sk a ’s unsurpassed 
natural env ironm en t while p rov id ing for balanced, sustainable u se  o f  ou r  reg ion ’s resources.

The Alaska Delegation’s frontal assault on the Tongass National Forest.

A> , p ro po s in g  17 unsuccessfu l legislative initiatives to roll back Tongass  reform s in the last 
Congress ,  th e  A laska  Delega tion is once  again try ing to open  up the Tongass  to  increased 
logging. See Exhibit 1. Sena te  Bill 660 is a yet ano th e r  a t tack  in an unpreceden ted  assault aimed 
a t  rolling back  ba lanced management provisions, and  underm in ing the Tongass  T imber Reform 
A c t (TTRA) which  passed the  Sena te  by a resound ing 99-0 vote. Once again, the Alaska 
Delegation is attempting to take large chunks o f the Tongass and dedicate these public 
forest lands to some massive exploitation scheme. With each new bill, the tactics change 
but the goal remains the same -- attack the Tongass.

SEACC Opposes S.660

S E A C C  s trong ly  opposes  S.660, because  it is directly a t tack ing the  Tongass, because it is an 
a ssau lt o n  o u r  Nationa l Fo res ts  and public lands, and because the  S ta te  o f  A laska has already 
g o t te n  enough  land from the Federal Government.
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O n  April 28, 1997, S ena to r  M u rk ow sk i  in t ro du ced  S. 660, the  "University o f  A laska Lands 
(Grab) Bill.” This  public land g iv e aw ay  w ou ld  a llow  the Univers ity to select a t least 250,000 
a c re s  o f  National F  ests and o t h e r  federal lands w ith in A laska that are not “conse rva tion  system 
un i ts”(conservation sys tem  un its  as  de f ined  in AN1LCA (Public L aw  96-487) include National 
Pa rks , National Wildlife Refuges, N a tiona l M onum en ts,  and Wilderness Areas). This bill 
th re a ten s  the Legis la ted L U D  II a rea s  set as ide  by the T ongas s  T imber Refo rm  Act — areas that 
S e n a to r s  M urkow sk i and S tev en s  and 97 o th e r  U.S. Sena to rs  vo ted  to  pro tect “in perpetu ity” in 
1990. And th a t ’s no t all: up  to  250,000 add it iona l acres o f  N a tiona l Forest and o th e r  Federal 
lands cou ld  be selec ted i f  m a tched  by an equ a l a c re age  f rom  S ta te  lands. U nde r  this bill, ha lf a 
million acres o f  public land, in c lud ing lands w ith in  the T ongass  National Fo rest, could be selected 
fo r  c learcu tting and o th e r  d am ag ing  uses.

T h is  bill th rea tens 723,000 ac re s  o f  w ild lands im po rtan t to  Sou theas t communities and citizens for 
com m erc ia l and spo rt fishing, sub s is tence  and  spo r t  hunting, recreation, and o th e r  uses. These 
im po r tan t  fish and wildlife w a te rsh ed s  w e re  "p e rm anen tly” set o f f  limits to logg ing in the 1990 
T T R A . Now, S ena to r  M u rk ow sk i  is w illing to  sacrifice these  critical areas for o n e  purpose — 
c rea t in g  income fo r  the Univers i ty  o f  A laska.

F o rc ed  to  squeeze  as m uch rev enu e  ou t o f  th e ir  lands as possible, the University has never acted 
as careful stewards. The Univers i ty  will se lec t lands which they can turn into cash  fast -  they will 
ta rg e t  Tongass  old-growth t im ber  lands and  level them as qu ick ly as possible. T h e  University 
d o e s  no t manage for multiple use, ins tead they  m anage  the ir  lands much like p r iva te  lands -  
laying down massive c lea rcu ts  and  expo r t in g  round  logs, while placing the abso lu te  minimum 
p ro te c t ion s  on fish and wildlife habitat. * see  photo'*

Th is  bill th reatens the fo llow ing T onga s s  areas:

• W ildlands p ro tec ted  by the  T on g a s s  T im be r  R efo rm  A ct that w e ren ’t des igna ted as 
“conserva tion system un its” (this inc ludes all the  Legis la ted LU D  II areas). T he  University 
cou ld select from these 723,000 ac res  o f  p r im e old-growth fores ts  important for fish and 
wildlife habitat - places like Kadashan, Naha, Nutkwa, Berners Bay, Point Adr!phus/Mud 
Bay, Lisianski Inlet, Calder-Holbrook, Salmon Bay Lake, Anan Creek, Trop Bay, Outside 
Islands, Upper Hoonah Sound, and the Yakutat Forelands.

• U np ro tec ted  Tongass  w ild lands im po r tan t to  Sou th eas t A laska communities, including: 
Cleveland Peninsula, Port Houghton, Mansfield Peninsula, Honker Divide, East Kuiu,
Ushk Bay, Deep Bay, and Upper Tenakee Inlet

A laskan  support fo r p ro tec t ing  T T R A  Leg is la ted  LU D  II a reas  runs wide and deep. 15 Southeast 
A laskan communities, the S ta te  o f  Alaska, 5 N a tive  organizations, the sta tew ide United 
F ishe rmen o f  A laska and all o f  S ou th eas t  A la sk a ’s regional commercia l fishing organizations, plus 
m any o the r  g roup s  and individuals, have b een  o n  reco rd  in suppo rt o f  pro tecting these important 
fish and wildlife watersheds. *S ee  a t ta c h ed1* Fu rthe rmore , A laska Senato rs M urkow sk i and 
S teven s  and 97 o th e r  U.S. S en a to r s  vo ted  to  p ro te c t  these very  sam e areas.



This bill a s  curren tly  w ri t ten  contains no p rovis ion which would exclude these TTRA  Legislated 
LU D  II a re a s  and lands set-aside by the n ew  Tongass  National Fores t P lan Revision, or other 
T ongass  N a tiona l Forest lands from selection by the University.

So  fa r  10 S .E . A laskan  C om m unities a n d iT r i b a l  G ove rnm en tjh ave  gone on record 
opposing  th is leg is la tion . ** See attached **

Sena to r  M u rkow sk i tried to  gain passage o f  a  similar Bill last year, during the Omnibus Parks Bill 
debate. A t the very least, last y e a r ’s final and unsuccessfu l version o f  this Bill did not allow the 
selection o f  any National Fo re s t lands in Alaska. Last y e a r ’s language eliminated the problem o f  
selecting th e  T T R A  Legis la ted LU D  II a reas  and o the r key lands in the Tongass National Forest 
and C hugach  National Forest.

Setting the R eco rd  S tra ig h t

U n ive rs ity  Owns M ore  T han  112 ,000 A c re s : M uch has been made o f  th e  point that Alaska only 
received 112,000 acres for its land grant university, am! that A laska ranks 48* among the States 
fo r  federal land given to its system o f  h igher education. First o f  all, the Unive rs ity  o f  A laska 
ho lds tit le  to  rough ly  1 40 ,0 00  acres o f  fee s im p le land . T in . acreage figure would give Alaska 
a higher rank ing  than S ena to r  M urkow sk i has indicated. Second, when you add in all o f  the 
Univers i ty ’s land trust holdings, including fee s imple lands (140,223 acres), surface rights only 
(16,585 acres), subsurface rights only (1,020 acres), harvestable timber on ly (15,000 acres), and 
agricultura l rights only (789 acres), you see that the U n ive rs ity  cu rren t ly  holds 173,326 acres 
o f  investm ent p rop e rty  -- much more than  the 112,000 acres cited by Sena to r Murkowski.
** see a t ta ched  **

A laska W a s  A ctua lly  G ran te d  186 ,000 A cres B y  C ong ress : Based on  grants made by 
Congress  in 1915, 1929, and 1980, the S ta te  A laska was g ran ted  186,000 acres o f  land for higher 
educat ion, (see discussion o f  Federal Grants, below). Sena to r  M urkow sk i never has mentioned 
the  g ran t o f  75,000 acres in Sec.906(b) o f  A N ILC A  in 1980. The 186,000 acres o f  federal lands 
g ran t to ta l wou ld  then rank A laska as #34, ju s t be low  California and Arkansas, and above 17 
o the r  states.

The M o r r i l l  Act Federa l L and  G ran ts W e re  Based on P op u la tio n : While Senator Murkowski 
claims tha t A laska ranks 48th among the s ta te s  for federal land given to its university system 
(according to  the figures p rov ided by Sen. M urkow sk i in the April 28, 1997 Congressional 
Record), A laska also ranks 49th among the s ta tes  for population (1990 US Census). The Morrill 
Act g ran ts  w ere  based on population. F o r  every curren t Alaska resident, the federal government 
has given 1/5 o f  an acre o f  land to  the Univers ity o f  A laska sys tem . This is almost twice the per 
capita am oun t given to R hod e  Island res iden ts for their higher educat ion system, 3 times the 
amount g iven to  W ashing ton s ta te residents, a lmost 4 times the amount given to N ew  York state 
residents, 19 times the am oun t given to  T exas  residents, and 31 times the amount o f  land given to 
the Univers ity o f  California for every residen t o f  that state.
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L o o k  A t  T h e  N u m b e r  O f  S t u d e n t s : O nJy 2 3 ,3 5 4  s tu d en ts  a re  en ro lled  in th e  U n iversity  o f  
A la s k a  sy s te m  s ta tew id e . T h a t m e an s  fo r  every  s tu d en t, the  fed era l g o v ern m en t has given A laska 
a lm o s t  5 a c re s  o f  federal land  —  th is  is ro u g h ly  4 tim es th e  a m o u n t o f  land g iv en  to  U niversity  o f  
C a l ifo rn ia  s tu d e n ts , e ach  o f  w h ich  is su p p o rte d  by  1.2 acres o f  federa l land g ran t (w ith  at least
1 6 5 ,0 0 0  s tu d e n ts  in '.he U .C . S y s te m .)

F e d e r a l  L a n d  G r a n t s

1 8 6 2  & T h e  M o r r i l l  A c t:  T h e  A lask a  D e le g a tio n  has n o ted  th a t in  1862, th e  M orrill A ct passed , 
" . . .  w h ic h  c re a te d  the  lan d -g ra i.t  c o lle g e s  and  u n iv e rs ities  as a  w ay  to  u n d e rw rite  the  cos t o f  
h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  .. ..th e se  c o lleg es  a n d  u n iv e rs itie s  receiv ed  land  from  the  F ed era l G o vernm en t fo r 
fa c ility  lo c a tio n  a n d ....a s  a  w ay  to  p r o v id e . r  su s ta in in g  rev e n u es  to  th o se  edu ca tio n a l 
in s t i tu t io n s .” T h e n  they  w e n t o n  to  n o te  th a t “ T h e  g r a n t s  w e re  b a s e d  o n  p o p u la t io n  as 
m e a s u re d  by  th e  size  o f  th e  d e le g a tio n  w ith  each  s ta te  rece iv in g  ap p ro x im a te ly  3 0 ,0 0 0  acres per 
m e m b e r .”  I f  A la s k a  h a d  b e e n  g r a n t e d  u n iv e r s i ty  la n d s  u n d e r  th e  M o r r i l l  A c t, it w o u ld  h a v e  
r e c e iv e d  9 0 ,0 0 0  a c re s .

In  1 9 1 5 , w h ile  still a te r r ito ry , A laska  D e le g a te  Ja m e s  W ick e rsh am  p u sh ed  a  m easu re  thru  
C o n g r e s s  w h ic h  set aside  a p p ro x im a te ly  2 5 0 ,0 0 0  a c re s  in th e  T a n an a  V alley  to  su p p o rt an 
a g r ic u l tu ra l  co lleg e  and sch o o l o f  m ines. H o w e v e r , th e  land co u ld  n o t b e  tra n sfe rre d  to  the 
c o l le g e  u n til it w a s  su rv eyed . E v e n tu a l ly ,  ro u g h ly  1 1 ,000  a c r e s  w e re  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  th e  
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a  b e fo re  th e  fed e ra l land g ra n t w as rev o k ed .

In  1 9 2 9 , w h ile  still a te rr ito ry , C o n g r e s s  g r a n te d  10 0 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  to  th e  A la s k a  A g r ic u l tu re  
C o lle g e  a n d  S c h o o l o f  M in e s .

In  1 9 5 8 , C o n g re s s  g ran ted  A laska  S ta te h o o d  and a cco rd in g  to  A lask a  D eleg a tio n  s ta tem en ts,.., 
“ w ith  th e  p a s sa g e  o f  S ta te h o o d  th e  ‘in te rna l im p ro v em en t g ra n ts ’ inc lud ing  the  (h o p ed -fo r)  
U n iv e r s i ty ’s 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  a c re s  and 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  acres  fo r  the  U n iv e rs ity ’s te a c h e r  tra in ing  p rog ram s 
( th e s e  g ra n ts  w e re  part o f  th e  s ta te h o o d  bills d u rin g  th e  1950s) w e re  c o n so lid a ted  into  the  100 
m illio n  a c re  g en e ra l g ran t, leav ing  d isp o s itio n  o f  all 102+ m illion  a c re s  a t th e  d iscre tion  o f  the 
le g is la tu re . P a ssa g e  o f  th e  S ta te h o o d  bill v irtu a lly  end ed  all d iscu ss io n  o f  federal land g ran ts .”
T h e  S ta t e h o o d  A c t e x t in g u is h e d  a ll l a n d  e n t i t le m e n ts  fo r  A la s k a , in c lu d in g  th e  M o rr il l  A c t.

W e  m u s t p o in t o u t that A la s k a  w a s  g r a n te d  104 m illio n  a c r e s  o f  f e d e ra l  la n d  u n d e r  th e  
S t a t e h o o d  A c t. (T h a t’s an  land a re a  b ig g e r  than  the  S ta te  o f  C a lifo rn ia!) 19 S ta te s  rec e iv ed  less 
t h a n  1 m il lio n  a c re s  e a c h  o f  f e d e ra l  Hand. (A la s k a  g o t a t  ic a s t  100  t im ns m o re  la n d  th a n  
th e s e  S ta t e s . )  21 S ta te s  re c e iv e d  f ro m  10 m illio n  a c re s  d o w n  to  2 .7  m illio n  a c re s . (A lask a  
g o t  10 t im e s  to  d m o s t 5 0  t im e s  m o re  la n d  th a n  th e s e  S ta te s .)  G iv e n  th e s e  fa c ts ,w e  su b m it  
t h a t  A la s k a  s h o u ld  b e  th e  la s t  S t a t e  in  th e  U n io n  to  e v e r  re c e iv e  m o re  fe d e ra l  p u b lic  la n d  
f r o m  C o n g r e s s .  Y e t A la s k a  g o t  e v e n  m o re  la n d  l a te r .



1980 — Congress Grants Alaska Another 75,000 Acres For Education: A s if  the  104 m illion 
a c re  S ta te h o o d  G ra n t w a s n ’t enou gh , S ec tio n  9 0 6  (b ) o f  A N IL C A  (P ub lic  L aw  9 6 -4 8 7 )  g ran ted  
th e  S ta te  o f  A lask a  an  add itional 75,000 acres as a “full and final settlement of a n y  and all 
claims by the State of Alaska arising under the Act of March 4,1915 (38  S ta t. 1214), as 
c o n f irm e d  and  tra n sfe rre d  in section  6 (k ) o f  th e  A lask a  S ta teh o o d  A c t....”  In our minds this 
definitely refers to University of Alaska land claims. T his S choo l L an d s S e ttle m e n t p rov is ion  
g ra n te d  7 5 ,0 0 0  a c re s  from  vacan t, u n a p p ro p ria te d  and  un reserv ed  public  lands. T h e  S ta te  w as 
e n ti tle d  to  se lec t th e se  land s until Ja n u ary  4 , 1994. T h e  p rov ision  then  w en t o n  to  s ta te , “ In 
e x e rc is in g  th e  se lec tio n  r ig h ts  g ran ted  herein , th e  S ta te  shall be  d eem ed  to  hav e  re linq u ished  all 
c la im s to  any  righ t, title  o r  in te rest to  any  sc h o o l land s w hich failed to  vest u n d e r  th e  abo v e  
s ta tu te s  a t th e  tim e  A laska  becam e a S ta te  ('January* 3. 1959). inc lud ing  lands u n su rv ev e d  at that 
d a te  o r  su rv eyed  lands w h ich  w ere  w ith in  F e d era l re se rv a tio n s  o r w ith d raw als  o n  tha t d a te .”

S e n a to r  M u rk o w sk i’s in tro d u c to ry  s ta tem en t n e v e r  m en tio n s this p rov ision  o f  A N IL C A . We 
believe that this provision pertains to University land claims under the 1915 Act. B y o u r  
c a lc u la tio n s , a c ts  o f  C o n g ress  in 1915, 1929, and  1980  g ran ted  the  S ta te  o f  A lask a  1 86 ,000  acres 
o f  F e d e ra l L an d  fo r the  U n iv ersity  o f  A lask a ’s e d u c a tio n a l needs. A r.d the  1980 provision was 
supposed to be the “full and final settlement of any and all claims by the State of Alaska 
arising under the Act of March 4, 1915...” The 1915 Act granted lands for the University, 
and the 1929 Act granted more lands to the University. Later the Statehood Act 
extinguished further land grants, and then in 1980, after granting even more lands, 
ANILCA extinguished further land grants again.

Telling Comments

S e n a to r  M u rk o w sk i m ade tw o  telling co m m e n ts  in his in tro d u c to ry  s ta te m e n t  “T h e  U niversity
o f  A la sk a  rece iv ed  th e  sm allest am o u n t o f  land  o f  any  S ta te , w ith  th e  e xcep tio n  o f  D e la w are ..” 
(an d  H a w a ii d id n ’t g e t a sing le  acre) and  then  w e n t o n  to  say, “ In a S ta te  th e  size  o f  A lask a ....w e  
sh o u ld  log ically  h av e  one o f  the  best and m ost fully funded  lan d -g ran t co lleges in the  c o u n try .1'
H e  c o m p le te ly  m isses th ree  points: 1) tha t th e  U n iv ers ity  land g ran ts  w ere b ased  on  p o p u la tio n  
size, n o t  th e  to ta l ac rea g e  o f  the sta te; 2) tha t th e  1915 and 1929 A cts  a rd  the  g e n e ro u s  104 
m illion  ac re  S ta te h o o d  g ra n t to  A laska (w hich  ex ting u ish ed  any  land claim s) sh o u ld  h ave  prov ided  
th e  S ta te  o f  A laska  w ith  w ay s to p ro p erly  fund its  o w n  U niversity  system  w ith o u t n eed ing  any 
m o re  fed e ra l land  g ran ts ; and , 3) tha t A laska  w a s  g ra n te d  a n o th e r  7 5 ,0 0 0  acres  o f  federal land for 
sc h o o ls  as p a r t  o f  th e  “ full and  final se ttle m e n t o f  any  and  all c la im s by the  S ta te  o f  A laska ..." in  
A N IL C A  in 1980 C learly . A laska has e o tte n  e n o u g h  F edera l Land.

A lask a  is rich  in reso u rces : it has no s ta te  in c o m e  tax , it g ives aw ay  rough ly  $ 1 0 0 0  each  
y e a r  fo r  ev ery  m an, w om an  and child in th e  S ta te  as ?. p erm an en t fund d iv idend , anu  it w as
g ra n te d  104 m illion acres o f  land  fa r m o re  th a n  any o th e r  s ta te . M o re  than  o n e  G o v e rn o r  o f
A laska  h av e  v e to e d  bills to  g ran t S ta te  lands to  th e  U n iversity . I f  G o v e rn o rs  o f  A laska  d o n ’t w ant 
to  g ra n t  S ta te  land  to  the  U niversity , then  w hy  o n  e a r th  sho u ld  the  C o n g ress  be  a sk ed  to  g ran t 
la rg e  t ra c ts  o f  pub lic  lands instead?
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W e 'v e  h e a rd  a lo t ab o u t the  U niversity  o f  A la s k a ’s financial w oes. In recen t y ea rs  th e  A laska  
S ta te  L e g is la tu re  has slashed m illions o f  d o lla r s  fro m  the  U n iv e rs ity ’s budget. I f  the  U n iv ers ity  o f  
A lask a  n e e d s  m o re  funding, then  they  s h o u ld  g e t  it fro m  the  S ta te  leg isla ture . B y  no  m ean s 
sh o u ld  th e  U n iv ers ity  o f  A laska b e  a llo w ed  to  raid  th e  p u b lic ’s lands and the  p u b lic 's  N a tio n a l 
F o re s ts  — n o t on  th e  T ongass, n o t o n  th e  C h u g a c h , n o t anyw here .

S o  n o w , a lm o s t 4 0  years a fter S ta te h o o d  e x tin g u ish e d  all land  en titlem en ts  for A laska , and  a lm ost 
2 0  y e a rs  s in ce  A N IL C A  ex tingu ished  th e m  a g a in , w h y  the  p u sh  fo r  th is leg isla tion?  W e  subm it 
th a t w ith  th e ir  p o w erfu l p o sition s in C o n g re s s , the  A laska  D e le g a tio n  sees this as a g o ld en  
o p p o r tu n i ty  to  s tr ik e  at the  h eart o f  lan d s p ro te c te d  b v  the  T o n g a ss  T im ber R efo rm  A c t and  to  try  
to  pu ll o f f  a  land g rab  in o u r  largest N a tio n a l  F o re s t.

Dismantling Our National Forest Heritage

T h is  is su e  is far b ig g e r than  ju s t a  sim ple  t ra n s fe r  o f  pub lic  lands in A laska to  the U n iv ers ity  o f  
A laska . I f  th is bill passes it will se t th e  d a n g e ro u s  p re c e d e n t o f  ra id ing  and d ism an tling  o u r  
N a tio n a l F o re s t  S ystem  -—  a living leg acy  o f  g re a t im p o rta n ce  to  th e  A m erican  p eo p le .
T h is  bill w ill tak e  th is public lands legacy  o u t  o f  th e  p u b lic ’s h ands, and g ive  th o se  lands to  a 
U n iv e rs ity  w h ich  has a terrib le  track  re c o rd  o f  h u g e  d am ag in g  c le a rcu ts  in A laska. (A lso , the  
U n iv e rs i ty ’s tra c k  record  show s it w o u ld  b e  b u sy  ch o p p in g  up  th o s e  fo rm er pub lic  land s in to  
“ w a te r f ro n t  and scen ic  v iew ” lo ts  to  sell o f f  to  p riv a te  ow ners . * see  a ttach ed * .)

T e d d y  R o o se v e lt o n ce  said, “ I o p p o se  th e  la n d -sk in n e r  every  tim e .” I f  T ed d y  w e re  h ere  to  see 
h o w  th e  U n iv ers ity  o f  A laska has sk inned  o f f  th e  land th e y ’v e  m an aged , and heard  th a t S e n a to r  
M u rk o w sk i w as try ing  to  g ive  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A lask a  h u n d red s  o f  th o u san d s o f  a c re s  from  o u r 
N a tio n a l F o re s ts  in A laska —  N ational F o re s ts  th a t T e d d y  e stab lish ed  in 1907 —  I ’m con v inced  
th a t th is  bill w ou ld  be sto pped  d ead  in its  t ra c k s

W e fee l v e ry  s tro n g ly  about even th in k in g  a b o u t tak in g  the  pub lic  lands o u t o f  the  p u b lic ’s 
h an d s ... .p a rtic u la r ly  o u r N ational F o re s t lan d s . D u rin g  the  last C o n g ress , R ep re sen ta tiv e  D on  
Y o u n g  in tro d u ce d  a bill w hich  p ro p o se d  g iv in g  th e  T o n g a ss  N a tio n a l F o rest to  the  S ta te  o f  
A lask a . A t th a t tim e we slated , “ th e  bill is s tr ik in g  a t the  v e ry  h ea rt o f  the  cen tu ry -o ld , all 
A m erica n  c o n c e p t o f  public fo rest lands. T o  m an y  A m ericans, th e  c o n cep t o f  being  an o w n e r o f  
o u r  p u b lic  N a tio n a l Forest lands is o n e  o f  o u r  m o st s tro n g ly  held  freedom s. This is a freed om  
w h e re  A lask an s can  pick a spo t o n  th e  T o n g a s s  m ap , clim b in to  a  float p lane o r  sk if f  and  -  go  
th e re  T h e y  can hunt, fish, hike and  cam p . W h e n  th e y  leave, th ey  leave w ith  the  k n o w led g e  ti;at 
they  c an  re tu rn  to  the  sam e spo t on  th e ir  p u b lic  land , again  and  again . T h is is a freed o m  that w e  
ho ld  d e a r  and y o u  w ant to  rip it a w a y .”

T h is s ta te m e n t rings true  today , and  th e re fo re  w e  m u s t s tro n g ly  o p p o se  p assage  o f  S. 660 .

©
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RESOLUTION 91-16
In the  C o u n c il 
M ay  22.1 9 9 7

Introduced by 
S am uel E. Me Been

A RESOLUTION FOR THE CITY OF TENAKEE SPRINGS, ALASKA,
OPPOSING U.S. SENATE BILL #StfC, UNIVERSITY LANDS BOX

WHEREAS, the University Lands Bill (S660) irtroduccd in Coogreu would tn a ife r at least 250,000 acres o f
fcdrral Undi to the Uoiveruly o f  Alaska; and

WHEREAS, lands open foe selection by Ac Univenily o f A&ska include lands from the Tongass National
Forest, including legislated LUD 0 areas and) at Kadashaa and Trap Bay; and

WHEREAS. the Community of T e«kee Springs depends on Trap Bay. Kadashaa, and other forest lands
within Tenakee Ink* for a  variety o f  uses including aJwistcnoc, consmerctal and sport fishing, 
recreation and totvisn; and

WHEREAS, the Tongass Timber Reform Act o f  1990 act aside lands in Tn^p Bay and Kndashan as
Legislative LUD II areas to preserve (heir wildland character in perpetuity; and

WHEREAS, other forest lands in Tenakee Inlet have already .-Tdorgone extensive clearest logging and road
bmldiog. causing harm to the resident: o f  Tc-U - '. rings; and

WHEREAS, the University o f  Alaska manages its lards to produce the roost revenue possible: and

WHEREAS, the University o f  Alaska currently practices industrial s a le  dearcut logging on its forest lands
with insufficient protection offish and wildlife habitat and no in-state processing o f its logs; and

WHEREAS. for the first time since statehood, the Tongass National Forest is free from the burden o f the
long-term contracts and tic  opportunity now exists to create long-term job* for Alaskan througS 
the local manufacture o f high value-added wood pfodi^cts; and

WHEREAS, Governor Tony Knowles opposes the selection o f  Tongass National Forest Lands by the
University of Alaska;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Common f'joncil o f the City o f  Tenakee Springs hereby opposes the 
University o f Alaska Lands Bill (S660J and any other attempts to give Torgasa National Forest 
lands, including lands in Tenakee Inlet, to Ac University o f Alaska.

ADOPTED 4 YES. 3 ABSENT THIS 2 2ND DAY OF MAY 1997

Louis S. Hon*
A City Council President

ex officio MAYOR/ • ,

Ctty Clerk
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CITY OF PELICAN, ALASKA 
RESOLUTION 1997-10

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING U.S. SENATE BILL NO. S660, UNIVERSITY 
LANDS BILL
WHEREAS, the University Lands Bill (S660) introduced in Congress would transfer 
at least 250,000 acres of federal lands to the University of Alaska; and,
WHEREAS, lands open for selection by the University of Alaska include lands from 
the Tongass National Forest, including legislated LUD II areas such as Kadashaa 
and Trap Bay, and,
WHEREAS, the Community of Tenakee Springs depends an Trap Bay, Kadashaa,- 
and other forest lands within Tenakee Inlet for a variety o f uses including 
subsistence, commercial and sport fishing, recreation and tourism; and,

WHEREAS, the Tongass Timber Reform Act of 1990 set aside lands in Trap Bay 
and Kadashan as Legislative LUD II areas to preserve their wild-land character in 
perpetuity; and,
WHEREAS, other forest lands in Tenakee Inlet have already undergone extensive 
clearcut logging and road building, causing harm to the residents of Tenakee 
Springs; and,
WHEREAS, the University of Alaska manages its lands to produce the most 
revenue possible; and,
WHEREAS, the University of Alaska currently practices industrial scale clearcut 
logging on its forest lands with insufficient protection of fish and wildlife habitat 
and no in-state processing of its logs; and,
WHEREAS, for the first rime since statehood, the Tongass National Forest is free 
from the burden of the long-term contracts, and the opportunity now exists to create 
long-term jobs for Alaskans through the local manufacture o f high value-added 
wood products; and,

JUL 14 ' 97 07=51 CITY OF PELICFMR
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RESOLUTION 1997-10 
PAGE 2
WHEREAS, Governor Tony Knowles opposes the selection of Tongass National 
Forest lands by the University of Alaska;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED; that the City of Pelican opposes the 
University of Alaska Lands Bill (S660) and any other attempts to give Tongass 
National Forest lands, including lands in Tenakee Inlet, to the University of Alaska.

PASSED AND by a duly constituted quorum of the Pelican City
Council this - u«y ui j  1997.

Cheryl A. Yo(ing^ MayqyTro Tom]
C 'Z -J i & l u L ipore

Attest:



C i t y  o f  K up reanoE o f K u p r e a n o f ,  A la s k a  99833

RESOLUTION 97-4

A RESOLUTION  OF THE C ITY  OF KUPREANOF, ALASKA, o p p o s i n g  t h e  
" U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  L a n d s  B i l l "  - S e n a t e  B i l l  6 6 0 .

WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  o f  K u p r e a n o f  h a s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  
t h e  T o n g a s s  T im b e r  R e f o r m  A c t  a n d  a d v o c a t e d  t h e  n o  
c l e a r - c u t t i n g  p r o t e c t i o n s  o f  L a n d  U s e  D e s i g n a t i o n  
(LUD) I I  t o  m a n y  i m p o r t a n t  a r e a s  o f  t h e  T o n g a s s  
N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t ,  a n d

WHEREAS, S e n a t e  B i l l  660 w o u l d  a l l o w  c l e a r c u t t i n g  i n  t h o s e  
LUD I I  a r e a s , '  a n d

WHEREAS, t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  c l e a r c u t  
i t s  l a n d s  i n  o r d e r  t o  f u n d  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  r e s u l t i n g  
i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  d a m a g e  t o  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  
a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p a c t s  t o  s u b s i s t e n c e ,  t o u r i s m  a n d  
c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g ,  a n d

WHEREAS, f u n d i n g  o f  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  s h o u l d  b e  l e s s  d e ­
p e n d e n t  u p o n  t h e  l i q u i d a t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  
a n d  m o r e  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  g e n e r a l  f u n d  m o n i e s ,  a n d

WHEREAS, f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  A l a s k a n s  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o
u s e  t h i s  s a m e  a v e n u e  f o r  f u n d i n g  o f  e d u c a t i o n  d u e * t o  
t h e  n o n - s u s t a i n a b l e  r e s o u r c e  e x t r a c t i o n ,

THEREFORE, BE IT  RESOLVED THAT THE C ITY  OF KUPREANOF o p p o s e s
t h e  " U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  L a n d s  B i l l "  - S e n a t e  B i l l  6 6 0 .

P a s s e d  a n d  a p p r o v e d  b y  a  d u l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  q u o r u m  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  
K u p r e a n o f ,  A l a s k a ,  t h i s  /O d a y  o f  „ Tv/ie~ , 19 f y 2- .

^ 72-tcJtL f l / :  
C i t y  C l e / k
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A s s o c i a t i  o n  Gustavus, Alaska ,99826

A RESOUm ON  OF TMR OI'S I AVIIS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, OPPOSING U.S. 
SENATE BILL WS660, UNIVERSITY LANDS MILL PASSED AT TITE AUGUST 1-f, 1991 

general M ini rm a  of the  g u s t a v u s  c o m m un ity  association

V/]JF.REAS, die University Lands; 1331 (SdAO) introduced r» Congress would transfer af least 
2:10,000 neres of fcdetal Imvds to the University of Alaska; aid

WHEREAS, !tu><L opcti for selection by the Univmky of Alaska include lands from (iht Tongues 
N st’orml Forest, including legislated I.UU II areas such as Point Adolfdnis and Mud Bay; and

WHEREAS, the Cerumuiiity of Gustavus depends on Point Adolphus, Mud Bay, and other foresi 
lands in ihc It y Slraii are.x for o variety of uses including subsistence, commercial and spoit fishing, 
recreation and tourism; and

WHEREAS. Uie Tongaes Timber Reform Act of )p90 set aside lands at Point Adolphus and Mud 
Bay as legislated LUD U ar eas to preserve tlicir wild cluuhctcr in perpetuity, and

WHEREAS, other forest lands in ley Strait area have already undergone criciMive ekaicut logging 
and road btaldiiig, causing harm to the residents of Gfustavut; and

WHEREAS, tlvr, University of Alaska manages its lands to produce the most rcveuut possible: and

WHEREAS, the Univcrdty o f Alaska ciarcntly practices industrial scale efearcut logging on its 
foiest lands with fltsullicicnt protection oi fidi and wililbft habitat, and makes no provision for in 
state processing of its logs; and

WHEREAS, for llte first time since statehood, die Tongass National Forest is tree from the txardcn 
of the kng-tenn contracts and the opportunity now custs to create loug-tcnn jobs for Ahulurriv 
through
the local manufacture o f high value-added wood products: and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Oustavus Community Association hereby opposes the 
University of Alaska I^ands Bill (SS60) and any oilier attempt* to give Tongass Nationajj'orest 
lands, pwtieulaily lands in ley Strait, to the University of A laska^ f~s^yJ Miy n i« ?a iiy a

S U iN lO T ^ fe

Colleen Stausbwy 
Adiirg President, CfCA



Community of Elfin Covn Non-Profit Corporation
POTT o m c x  #ox ONC K1P1N COVt MAWA W B

A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMUNITY OF ELFIN COVE NON-PROFIT CORPORATION, ALASKA, OPPOSING U.S. SENATE BILL SB660, UNIVERSITY LANDS BILL
WHEREAS, SB660 WOULD TRANSFER FEDERAL LANDS, INCLUDING LEGISLATED LUD Q AREAS, TO THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA
WHEREAS, THE COMMUNITY OF ELFIN COVE BELIEVES THE BEST MANAGEMENT POLICY FOR FEDERAL LAND IN THE ADJACENT AREA IS LUD II DESIGNATION;
THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COMMUNITY OF ELFIN COVE 
OPPOSES SB660.
ADOPTED AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CORPORATION ON AUGUST 1,1997 BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.
signed

JIM WILDCARD OF DIRECTORS MEMBER 
FOR: •COMMUNITY OF ELFIN CpVE NON-PROFIT CORPORATION
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C IT Y  A N D  B O R O U G H  O F  Y A K U T A T , A L A S K A  
R E S O L U T IO N  57-20

A  R E S O L U T IO N  O F T H E  CITY  AND BOROUGH O F Y A K U T A T  O PPO SIN G  U.S. 
S E N A T E  B IL L  #660.

W H E R E A S, the U niversity Lands Bill (S660) introduced in  congress w ould 
transfer a t L < st 250 ,000  acres o f  federal lands fo the U niversity  o f  A laska ; and,

V H ERE A S, the U niversity Lands B ill would transfer an add itional 250 ,000  acres 
o f  fedetiO lands w ith an equal amount o f  S tate lands to the U niversity  o f  A laska; and,

W H L R E A S, lands open  for selection by the  U niversity  o f  A laska  include lands 
from  the  T ongass N ational Forest w ithin the Yakutat B orough, inc lud ing  leg isla ted  LU D  
II lands in the  Y akutat Forelands; and,

W H E R EA S, residents o f  the Y akutat Borough depend on  the  Y akutat Forelands, 
and  o ther Federal lands w ith in  t l ie  Y akutat Borough for a  v a r i e t y  o f  uses including 
subsistence, com m ercial and sport fishing, recreation, and tourism ; and,

W H E R E A S, the U niversity o f  A laska m anages its lands to  p roduce the m ost 
revenue  possible; and,

W H E R E A S, d ie  U niversity o f  A laska cunren‘ly practices industrial scale c lear cut 
log g ing  on its fo rest lands w ith  insufficient protection o f  fish and  w ild life  hab ita t], and  no 
in  s ta te  p rocessing  o f  its logs; and,

W H E R EA S, the  Tongass ta u b c r  Reform A ct o f  1990 se t aside lands on  the 
Y aku ta t Foreland as a Legislative LUD II Area to preserve tlieir w ild  land character in 
perpetu ity ; and,

W H E R EA S, lands selected by h e  University o f  A laska w ould lose th e  protections 
gained  by the Tongass T im ber Reform Act, and the m easures p rov ided  by T ongass Land 
M anagem ent Plan (as revised in 1997) to protect fish and w ildlife habita t, and  o ther uses 
o f  the Tongass; and,

W H E R EA S, the University Lands Bill as w ritten w ould elim inate  the opportunity  
fo r the  Y akutat B orough o r any other person o r group, except the  U niversity , to  challenge 
fu tu re  land selections in court.

N O W  T H E R E FO R E  BE IT  RESO LV ED  B Y  TH E B O R O U G H  A S S E M B L Y  OF 
T H E  H T Y  A N D  B O R O U G H  OF Y AK UTAT that:



cu
>

8 - 2 1 - 1 9 9 7  I Q : 0 3 A M  F R O M  C I T Y  C L E R K ' S  O F F I C E  9 0 7  7 8 4  3 2 8 1 P .  2

C ity  &  B o ro u g h  o f  Y aku ta t 
R eso lu tio n  97-20  

P ag e  2

Y a k u ta t o p p o se s  U .S . S enate  B ill 660 (S 660) as p resen ted . 

P A S S E D  A N D  A P P R O V E D  T H I S } ^  D A Y  O F  — ------- 1997,

C V o J fk
JA M E S

7 ‘

M O N A  S W A N S O N  
C le rk



P .O . B O X  5 0 0  
K A K E , A K  9 9 0 3 0  
9 0 7 - 7 8 5 - 3 8 0 4

R E S O L U T I O N  9 7 -1 1  
A  R eso lu tio n  fo r th e  C ity  o f  K a k e , A la sk a  O p p o s in g  

U .S. S e n a te  B ill # S 6 6 0 , U n iv e rs ity  L a n d s  B ill

W H E R E A S , th e  U n iv e rs ity  L a n d s  B ill  (S 6 6 0 ) in tro d u c e d  in  C o n g re ss  w ould  
t r a n s f e r  a t  le a s t 250 ,000  a c re s  o f  fe d e ra l  la n d s  to  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  
A la s k a ; a n d ,

W H E R E A S , la n d s  o p e n  fo r se lec tio n  b y  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la sk a  in c lu d e  L a d s  
f ro m  th e  T o n g a ss  N a tio n a l F o re s t ,  in c lu d in g  P o r t  C a m d e n , S e c u rity  
B a y , S ag in aw  B ay , K a d a k e ’s B a y , H a m ilto n  B ay  a n d  S o u th e a s te rn  
K u iu  I s la n d ;  a n d ,

W H E R E A S , re s id e n ts  o f  th e  c o m m u n ity  o f  K a k e  d ep en d  u p o n  P o r t  C a m d e n , 
S e c u r ity  B ay , S ag in aw  B ay , K a d a k e ’s B ay , H a m ilto n  B ay  an d  
S o u th e a s te rn  K u iu  Is la n d  a n d  o th e r  fo re s t lan d s  o n  K u p re a n o f  an d  
K u iu  Is la n d s  fo r  a  v a r ie ty  o f  u se s  in c lu d in g  su b s is ten ce , c o m m e rc ia l an d  
s p o r t  fish in g , re c re a tio n , a n d  to u r is m ;  an d

W H E R E A S , o th e r  fo re s t lan d s  o n  K u p r e a n o f  an d  K u iu  I s la n d s  h av e  already 
u n d e rg o n e  ex ten siv e  c le a r -c u t lo g g in g  o r  a re  sc h e d u le d  to be c le a r-c u t 
w ith o u t su ffic ie n t e v a lu a tio n  a s  to  th e  c u m u la tiv e  effec ts  o f  su ch  
d e v e lo p m e n t on  fish  an d  w ild life  p o p u la tio n s ; a n d

W H E R E A S , th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la sk a  m a n a g e s  i t ’s la n d s  to  p ro d u c e  th e  m ost 
re v e n u e  p ossib le ; an d

W H E R E A S , th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A lask a  c u r r e n t ly  p ra c tic e s  in d u s tr ia l  sca le
d e a r - c u t  lo gg ing  on  i t ’s fo re s t  la n d s  w ith  in su ffic ie n t p ro te c tio n  o f f is h  
a n d  w ildU fe h a b i ta t  a n d  n o  9n-sf.a(e p ro c e ss in g  o f i t ’s logs; an d

W H E R E A S , fo r  th e  f irs t  t im e  sin ce  s ta te h o o d  th e  T o n g a ss  N a tio n a l F o re s t is 
f re e  f ro m  th e  b u rd e u  o f  th e  loug-’te rm  c o n tra c ts  to p ro v id e  h ig h  volum es 
o f  l im b e r  to  th e  pu lp  m ills ; a n d

W H E R E A S , th e  o p p o r tu n ity  n ow  ex is ts  to c re a te  lo n g - te rm  jo b s  fo r  A la sk an s  
th ro u g h  th e  lo cal m a n u fa c tu re  o f  h ig h  v a lu e -a d d e d  w ood  p ro d u c ts ;  an d

C ity  o f  K a k e

‘•H O M E  O F  T H E  W O R L D ’S  L A R G E S T  T O TEM  P O L E '



P a g e  T w o  
R e so lu tio n  97-11

W H E R E A S , G o v e rn o r  T o n y  K now les opposes th e  se lec tio n  o f  T ongass 
N a tio n a l F o re s t  la n d s  by  th e  U n iv ersity  o f  A la sk a ;

N O W , T H E R E F O R E , B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  th a t  th e  K a k e  C ity  C ouncil 
h e re b y  opposes th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A lask a  L a n d s  B ill (S 660) a n d  any 
o th e r  a t te m p ts  ',0  g iv e  T o n g ass  N a tio n a l F o re s t  la n d s , Includ ing  lands on 
K u p re a n o f  an d  K ttlu  Is la n d s , to th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la s k a

_
P A S S E D  A N D  A P P R O V E D  by th e  K a k e  C ity  C o u n c il on  th is i20 _  day o f 

   ,1 9 9 7 .

L o n n ie  A n d e rso n , M a y o r

--------------------
D ia n e  D iP ie trn  W ilso n  
C le rk
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RESOLDTION 98-01

A RESOLUTION OF THE C IT Y  OP ANGOON, ALASKA OPPOSING U .S . 
1660 , UN IV ERSITY  LAfTDS B IL L .

SENATE B IL L

WHEREAS: T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  L a n d s  B i l l  (#660) w o u ld  t r a n s f e r  a t  l e a s t
2 5 0 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  F e d e r a l  L a n d s  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A la s k a ?  
a n d ,

WHEREAS: L a n d s  o p e n  f o r  s e l e c t i o n  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  i n c l u d e
l a n d s  f r o m  t h e  T o n g a s s  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t ,  i n c l u d i n g  B a r a n o f
a n d  C h i c h a g o f  I s l a n d s  a n d  t h e  M a n s f i e l d  P e n i n s u l a  on  
A d m i r a l t y  I s l a n d ;  a n d ,

WHEREAS: R e s i d e n t s  o f  A n g o o n  d e p e n d  o n  t h e  l a n d s  a n d  w a t e r s  o n  t h e
w e s t  s i d e  o f  C h a t h a n  S t r a i t  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  u s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
l u b s i s t e n c e ,  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  s p o r t  f i s h i n g  g u i d i n g ,  r e c r e a t i o n  

a n d  t o u r i s m ;  a n d ,

WHEREAS: F o r e s t  l a n d  o n  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  C h a th a m  S t r a i t ,  P e r i l  S t r a i t ,
T e n a k e e  I n l e t ,  P o i n t  A u g u s t a  t o  t h e  w e s t  ( C r o s s  S o u n d )  a n d
C u b e  C o v e  A d m i r a l t y  I s l a n d )  h a v e  b e e n  e x t e n s i v e l y  l o g g e d  
( c l e a r - c u t )  o r  a r e  s c h e d u l e d  t o  b e  l o g g e d  w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e  
p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a t i o n ;  a n d ,

WHEREAS: U n d e r  U n i v e r s i t y  o w n e r s h i p  l a n d s  w i l l  b e  l o g g e d  m o re  e x -  ^
t e n s i v e l y ^ f n d T u n d e r  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  m a n a g e m e n t  ( w i t h  e v e n ^ j t ^  
f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  p r o t e c t i o n ) ; a n d ,

WHEREAS: o t h e r  s o u t h e a s t  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n
s u b s i s t e n c e  a n d  o t h e r  u s e s  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  
a n d  a r e  l o o k i n g  t o  A d m i r a l t y  I s l a n d  t o  t r y  a n d  s a t i s f y  
t h o s e  l o s t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;  a n d ,

WHEREAS: A d m i r a l t y  I s l a n d  c a n  n o  l o n g e r  a c c o m m o d a te  th e .  d i s p l a c e d  u s e s
o f  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  t h o s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  d e s e r v e  t o  h a v e  
t h e i r  l o c a l  u s e  a r e a s  p r o t e c t e d ;  a n d ,

WHEREAS: F o r  t h e  f i r G t  t i m e  s i n c e  S t a t e h o o d ,  t h e  T o n g a s s  N a t i o n a l
F o r e s t  i s  f r e e  f r o m  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  c o n t r a c t s  t h a t  
r e l i e d  o n  i d u s t r i a l  . l o g g i n g ;  a n d ,

WHEREAS: T h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  now  e x i s t s  t o  c r e a t e  l o n g - t e r m  j o b s  f o r
A l a s k a n s  t h r o u g h  s u s t a i n a b l e  v a l u e - a d d e d  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  w ood  
p r o d u c t s  v e r s u s  e x p o r t a t i o n  o f  r a w  l o g s ;  a n d ,

WHEREAS: G o v e r n o r  T o n y  K n o w le s  o p p o s e s  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  T o n g a s s
N a t i o n a l  P o r e s t  l a n d s  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ;  a n d ,



C IT Y  OF ANGOON 
RESOLUTION 98-01 
OPPOSING  U .S .  SENATE B IL L  #660 

UNIVERSITY  LANDS B IL L  
PAGE—2-

NOW THEREFORE BE I T  RESOLVED THAT:
T h e  C ITY  OF ANGOON o p p o s e s  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  L a n d s  
B i l l  (#660) a n d  a n y  o t h e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  g i v e  T o n g a s s  N a t i o n a l  
F o r e s t  l a n d s  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a .

PASSED AND APPROVED by a duly constituted quorum of the ANGOON CITY 
COUNCIL this day of < T / s / . y _____, 1 9 9 .7 .

FOR THE C ITY  OF ANGOON:

MS. PAULINE J IM r ^MAYOR

A TTEST:

FRANCINE J .  W I & S ,  C ITY  CLERK

0 7 1 5 9 7



WHEREAS,

NHERF.AS,

W HEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

C I T Y  O F  P O R T  A L E X A N O E R
I\O .IoxG O <J8 Fort Aluxaiulcr. A X  991136 9 0 / / 5 6 8 -2 2 I I  F»» 1X J//56S -22II

RESOLUTION 97-8

A  R ESO LU T IO N  FOR THE CITY OF PORT ALEXANDER, ALASKA  
O PPO SIN G  U . S .  SENATE B ILL  #S660, U N IV E R S IT Y  LANDS B IL L

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  L a n d s  B i l l  (S660) i n t r o d u c e d  i n  C o n g r e s s  
w o u l d  t r a n s f e r  a t  l e a s t  250,000 a c r e s  o f  f e d e r a l  l a n d s  
t o  t h e  U n i v e r i t y  o f  A l a s k a ;  a n d

l a n d s  o p e n ,  f o r  s e l e c t i o n  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  
i n c l u d e  . l a n d s  f r o m  L he T o n g a s s  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t ;  a n d

t h e  C o m m u n i t y  o f  P o r t  A l e x a n d e r  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  T o n g a s s  
N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  f o r  a  v a r i e L y  o f  u s e s  i n c l u d i n g  
s u b s i s t e n c e ,  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  a p o s r t  f i s h i n g ,  r e c r e a t i o n ,  
a n d  t o u r i s m ;  a n d

t h e  U n i v c r i s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  m a n a g e s  i t s  l a n d s  t o  p r o d u c e  
t h e  m o s t  r e v e n p o s s i b l e ;  a n d

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  c u r r e n t l y  p r a c t i c e s  
i n d u a t r i a l - s c a l c  c l e a r - c u t  l o g g i n g  o n  i t s  f o r e s t  l a n d s  
w i t h  i n s u f f i c i e n t  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  
h a b i t a t ,  a n d  n o  i n - s t a t e  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  i t s  l o g s ;  a n d

f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  s t a t e h o o d ,  t h e  T o n g a s s  
N a t i : . . . a l  F o r e s t  i s  f r e e  f r o m  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  t h e  l o n g ­
t e r m  c o n t r a c t s ,  a n d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  n o w  e x i s t s  t o  
c r e a t e  l o n g - t e r m  j o b s  f o r  A l a s k a n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  l o c a l  
m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  h i g h  v a l u e - a d d e d  w o o d  p r o d u c t s ;  a n d

G o v e r n o r  T o n y  K n o w l e s  o p p o s e s  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  T o n g a s s  
N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  L a n d s  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ;



THEREFORE BF. TT RESOLVED t h a t  t h e  P o r t  A l e x a n d e r  C i t y  C o u n c i l  1 
h e r e b y  o p p o s e s  t h e  U n i v e r s i L y  o f  A l a s k a  L a n d s  B i l l  
(S660) a n d  a n y  o t h e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  g i v e  T o n g a s s  N a t i o n a l  
F o r e s t  l a n d s  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i L y  o f  A l a s k a .

PA SSED  AND APPROVED b y  t h e  P o r t  A l e x a n d e r  C i t y  C o u n c i l  o n  t h i s  
1 5 th  d a y  o f  A u g u s t ,  1977.

iX zrck le  T .  G a r n i c k ,  C i t y  C l e r k



A RESOLUTION BY THE WHALE PASS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION , 
WHALE PA SS , ALASKA, OPPOSING U .S .  SENATE B ILL  SB6G0.

WHEREAS, SB660 WOULD TRANSFER FEDERAL LANDS, INCLUDING 
LEG ISLATED  LUD I I  AREAS, TO THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA,

WHEREAS, THE WHALE PASS HOMEOWNERS DEPEND ON THE TONCASS 
FOR A VARIETY OF USES INCLUDING SUBSISTENCE, SPORT F ISH IN C  
RECREATION, TOURISM AND A SMALL BUT VITAL GROUP OF SAWMILLS

WHEREAS, THE WHALE PASS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION BELIEVES 
THE BEST MANAGEMENT POLICY FOR FEDERAL LAND IN THE ADJACENT 
AREA IS  LUD I I  DESIGNATION;

THEREFORE BE IT  RESOLVED THAT THE WHALE PASS 110M0WNERS 
ASSOCIATION  HEREBY OPPOSES THE UNIVERSITY  OF ALASKA LANDS 
B IL L  SB660 AND ANY OTHER ATTEMPT TO C IV E TONGASS NATIONAL 
FOREST LANDS TO THE U N IV E R S IT Y '( F ALASKA.

ADOPTED AUGUST 18, 1997

D A N  HAYES, J R  
PRESID EN T, WHALE PASS 
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

SEC-TREAS
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Hoonah Indian Association
P.O. Box 6 0 2  

■oonah, AK 9 9 8 2 9 - 0 6 0 2
Phone (907) 945-3545 Fax (907) 945-3703 

RESOLUTION # 97-11
TITLE: A RESOLUTION BY THE HOONAH INDIAN ASSOCIATION OPPOSING US. SENATE 
BILL 1tS66$, UNIVERSITY LANDS BILL

WHEREAS, the Hoonah Indian Association is a federally recognized tribe in accordance with and by the 
authority o f the Acts of Congress of June 18,1934 (48 Scat. 984) and May 1,1936 (49 StaL 1250); and

WHEREAS, the University Lands Bill (S660) introduced in Congress would transfer at least 250,000 acre* 
o f federal lands to the University of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, lands open for selection by the University of Alaska include lands from the Tongass National 
Forest, including legislated LUD II areas such as Kadashan ,Trap Bay and Brady Glacier; and

WHEREAS, the tribal members o f the Hoonah Indian Association depend on die Tongass National Forest 
for a variety of customary and traditional uses including subsistence, commercial and sport fishing, 
recreation and tourism; and

WHEREAS, other forest lands in the Tongass National Forest have already undergone extensive clear-cut 
logging and road building, causing harm to the residents of Hoonah; and

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska manages its lands to produce the most revenue possible; and

WHEREAS, die University of Alaska currently practices industrial scale clear-cut logging on its forest 
lands with insufficient protection of fish and wildlife habitat and no in-state processing of its logs; and

WHEREAS, for the Gist time since statehood, the Tongass National Forest is free from the burden of the 
long-term contracts and the opportunity now exists to create Jong-term contracts and the opportunity now 
exists to create long-torn jobs for Alaskans through the local manufacture of high value-added wood 
products; and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board o f Directors of the Hoooali Indian Association, acting id 
accordance of it’s By-laws and Constitution hereby opposes the University of Alaska Lands Bill (S660) 
and any other attempts to give Tongass National Forest lands to the University of Alaska.

Certification
As President of the Hoonah Indir i  Association, 1 hereby certify that the above resolution was duly adopted 
at a regular meeting of the association on this - S g ^ lay of ^  . 19 6^7. at which a quorum was 
present, with a vote of ^  fo r, _j£?against, <Q abstentions. ?

Frank Wright, Jr., Tribal Secretary

TOTRL P .02



S e p - 0 5 - 9 7  O l : 3 5 P P .  0 2

Organized Village of Kake
P.O. Box 316 

Kake, Alaska 99830-C316
Telephone 907-7B5-6471 

Fax 907-785-4902 / Email ovkgovtgseaknet.alaskaedu 
(Federally Recognized Tribal Government serving the Kake, Alaska area)

A u gust 13, 1997

R E S O L U T IO N  N O . 97-3./ : OVK OPPOSING U.S. SENATE BILL #S660, UNIVEUSITV 
LANDS BILL

W H E R E A S , the  O rg an ized  V illage  o f  K ake (h e re in a fte r  O V K ) is a  du ly  constitu ted  In d ia n  T ribe  
o rg an ized  p u rsu an t to  the  au th o rity  o f  the  Federal I'ndian R eo rgan izatio n  A cts o f  
1934 & 1936 w ith  the  IR A  C o uncil as the  du ly  e lected  governing b od y  fo rm e d  u n d e r 
its  C o n stitu tio n  &  B y-L aw s and ,

W H E R E A S , O V K  functions as a  F ed era l/T rib al non-p ro fit o rgan ization  to p rov ide  se rv ic es  to  its 
m em b ersh ip  and , by  i t ’s  C onstitu tion , inc ludes .. . “ the p ro tection  o f  the  tribal 
m e m b ersh ip "; and,

W H E R E A S , the  U n iversity  L ands B ill (S 660) in troduced  in C on j^ess would tra n sfe r a l least 
2 5 0 ,0 0 0  acres o f  federal lands to  the U niversity  o f  A laska; and ,

W H E R E A S , land s o p e n  fo r se lec tion  b y  the U n iv ers ity  o f  A laska  include lands from  th e  T o n g a ss  
N a tio n a l F orest, O V K  has passed  R eso lu tion  N o. 93-20 that o p p o ses  lo g g in g  o n  
K u iu  Island , and  tha t reso lu tion  cou ld  app ly  to K u p rean o fls lan d ; and ,

W H E R E A S , O V K  m em bers depends on  K upreanof, K uiu Islands, and o th er fo rest lands w ith  the  
K ake A rea  fo r a variety  o f  uses inc lud ing , and  not lim ited to, su b s is ten c e , 
c o m m erc ia l and  sport fish ing , b ea r and  w haJc w atch ing , recreation  and  to u rism ; and ,

W H E R E A S , th e  T o n g ass T im b er R eform  A ct o f  1990 se t aside  lands on  K u p re a n o f a n d  K uiu  
Is lan d s  a s  R em ote  R ecreation  to o ffe r  so litude  and se lf-reliance  are h igh ; an d ,

W H E R E A S , o th e r  forest lands on  K u p rean o f and  K uiu  Islands have already un dergone  e x ten s iv e  
c lc a r-cu t logging and  road b u ild ing , causing  harm  to  the residents o f  K ake; and ,

W H E R E A S , th e  U n iversity  o f  A laska m an ag es its lands to p roduce the m ost rev e n u e  po ssib le ; 
and ,

W H E R E A S , the  U n iv ersity  o f  A laska cu rren tly  p rac tices industrial scale c lcar-cu t lo g g in g  on  its 
fo rest land s w ith  insuffic ien t p ro tec tio n  o f  fish  and  w ild life  habitat and  no  in -sta te  
p ro ce ss in g  o f  its  logs; and,

W H E R E A S , for the  firs t tim e  since  sta tehood , the  T ongass N ational Forest is free from  th e  bu rden  
o f  the  log-term  con tracts and  the opp o rtu n ity  now  exists to create lon g -term  ju b s  fo r 
A lask an  th roug h  the  local m anufacture  o f  h igh value-added  w ood p rodu cts; a n d



O V K  RESO LU T IO N  N O  97-Z /
O V K  O PPOS ING  U.S. SENATE B 1LH S660  
P«ge2 o f  2

W H E R E A S , G o v e rn o r  Tony K now les o p p o se s  the  se lec tion  o f  T ongass N ational F o re s t lands by 
th e  U niversity  o f  A laska;

T H E R E F O R E  B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  th a t O V K  h ereb y  o p poses the  U niversity  o f  A la s k a  L an d s B ill 
(S 6 6 0 ) and any o th e r a ttem p ts  to  give T o n g ass N ational F orest L an d s, inc lud ing  
lan d s  o n  K u p rean o f and  K uiu  Is lan d s, to  the  U niversity  o f  A laska.

CERTIFICATION

T h is  re s o lu tio n  w as d u ly  adopted  at an  IR A  C o u n c il m eeting  held  this *j' day  o f  ,
1997  b y  a  q u o ru m  o f  (inc ludes p residen t a s  no n -vo ting  cha irperson  excep t in  ca se  o f  tie  vo te) 
w ith  Y E S  v o tes, () N O  votes, and  O  A B S T A IN IN G .



Resident and Nonresident Workers by Firm-AJaska 1995
Firms with 20 or More Workers

Employer Industry Total Resident Nonresiden Percent
Workers Workers Workers Nonresident

VISTA OPTICAL Retail T rade 54 40 14 25.9
VISTA TRAVEL INC Trans., Comm, Util. . 30 28 2 0.7
VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA Services 56 51 5 8.9
VOORHEES CONCRETE CUTTING SPE Construction 26 22 4 15.4
VRCA ENVIRONMENTAL SVCS INC Mining 36 34- 4 10.5
W ANCHORAGE VETERINARY CLC INC Ag.. For., and Fishing 22 19 3 13.6
W  COAST CONSTRUCTION SVCS Services 148 126 22 14.9
W  COAST STEVEDORING CORP Trans,, Comm., Util. 307 283 24 7.8
W H SMITH Retail Trade 77 72 5 6.5
W LEE PAYNE DDS PC Services 20 19 1 5.0
W M DEVELOPMENT CORP Construction 29 26 3 10.3
WA BOTTING CO/POOLE & KENT JV Construction 36 26 10 27.8
WA BOTTING CO/POOLE KENT CO JV Construction 76 72 4 5.3
WA BOTTING CO/POOLE&KENT CO JV Construction 99 flO 6 9.1
WADE & DE YOUNG APC Services 22 22 0 0.0
WAINWRIGHT CITY OF Public Administration 34 • 34 0 0.0
WAINWRIGHT CO-OPERATIVE ASSOC Retail Trade 29 29 0 0.0
WAL-MART/SAMS CLUB Retail Trade 2,517 2,008 509 20.2
WALASHEK SHIPYARD INC Trans., Comm., Util. 43 18 ' 25 58.1
WALDENBOOK CO INC Retail Trade 134 110 24 17.9
WALES CITY OF Public Administration 37 35 2 5.4
WALES NATIVE CORP Finance, Ins. and R.E. 20 18 2 10.0
WALES NATIVE STORE Retail Trade 23 21 2 8.7
WALMAC INC Construction 37 2B 9 24.3
WALMART VISION CENTER Retail Trade 26 20 6 23.1
WALSH & CO INC Construction 21 21 0 0.0
WARBELOWS AIR VENTURES Trans., Comm., Util. 47 44 3 6.4
WARDS COVE PACKING CO INC Manufacturing 2,415 505 1,910 79.1
WAREHOUSE DEMO SVCS INC Services 223 184 39 17.5
WARFIELD AUTO REPAIR Services 31 26 5 16.1
WARNING LITES OF ALASKA INC Wholesale Trade 25 22 3 12.0
WASH DAY Services 25 21 4 16.0
WASH N DRY INC Services 36 32 4 11.1
WASHINGTON FISH & OYSTER CO Manufacturing 1,626 . 373 1,253 77.1
WASILLA AREA SENIORS INC Services 21 19 2 9.5
WASILLA CHEVRON INC Retail Trade 29 23 6 20.7
WASILLA CITY OF Public Administration 91 88 3 3.3
WASILLA DENTAL CENTER INC _ _  

1 WASSER & WINTERS COMPANY J
Setvices 29 28 1 3.4
Manufacturing 117 34. 83 70.9

WATERFALL GROUP LTD THE Services 136 44 92 67.6
WATTERSON CONSTRUCTION INC Construction 107 98 9 8.4
WAVE THE Retail Trade 25 21 4 16.0
WAYLAND BAPTIST UNIVERSITY Services 106 86 20 18.9
WEATHER DATA SERVICES INC Services 25 20 5 20.0
WEAVER BROTHERS INC Trans., Comm., Ull. 84 83 1 1.2
WEBCO ALASKA INC Wholesale Trade 54 48 6 11.1
WEBCO GENERAL PARTNERSHIP Wholesale Trade 29 20 9 31.0
WEDBUSH MORGAN SECURITIES Finance, Ins. and R.E. 32 31 1 3.1
WEIDNER INVESTMENT SVCS INC Finance, Ins. and R.E 92 82 10 10.9
WEIGHT WATCHERS OF ALASKA INC Services 62 57 5 8.1
/VEL ASKA CORPOFtATION Services 37 33 4 10.8

ourco:Afaska Department of Labor, Research and Anatysis-Page 74



UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA 

REGIONAL SUMMARY OF INVESTMENT PROPERTY
(In Acres)

N O V E M B E R  1996

Fee Surface Subsurf act Harvestabl*
1

Agriculture Total Percentage of
REGION Simple Rights Rights Timber Rights Total

Only Only Only Only

ALASKA PENINSULA 1,059 121 1,181 0.7%
ANCHORAGE ■ 2.653 868 3,521 2.0%
COPPER BASIN 7,204 137 84 7,425 43%
FAIRBANKS 13361 70 18 13,649 7.9%
GULF 1,928 2391 15,000 19,219 11.1%
Hr iNES 14391 14391 8.6%
HOMER 4,103 290 2 789 4395 2.5%
JUNEAU 279 992 34 1343 0.8%
KENAI 12,152 728 12,880 7.4%
KETCHIKAN 145 2,708 2 2355 1.6%
MAT-SU 6,607 18 6,626 3.8%
NENANA 13,647 7 10 13,664 7.9%
NORTHERN ALASKA 70 85 0.0%
OUT OF STATE 25 25 0.0%
PETERSBURG 4 982 1353 0.7%
PRINCE OF WALES 4,549 4374 2.7%
SALCHA-DELTA 8,902 5 1 8,908 5.1%
SITKA 686 718 0.4%
UA FOUNDATION 1,913 1,916 1.1%
UPPER SUSITNA 14,470 186 14,656 8.5%
WEST FAIRBANKS 8,269 189 1 8,494 4.9%
WESTERN ALASKA 1,521 1321 0.9%
WHITE MOUNTAIN 19,290 675 19,965 11.5%
WRANGELL 9,121 340 9,461 5.5%

TOTAL 140,223 16365 1 J,020.1 . 15,000| 789 173326 1 100.0%

Trust Land 136,904 16365 1320 15,000 789 170,004 98.1%
Foundation Land 1,913 1,916 1.1%
Other University Land 1,406- 20 1,406 0.8%

TOTAL 140,223 16385 1,020 15,000 789 173326 100.0%

•Some columns do not add correctly due to rounding

1
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U n iv e rs ity  o f  A lask a  c le a rc u t on  S lid e  R idge  n e a r  K e tch ik an

U n iv e r s ity  o f  A l a s k a  clearcut near C a p e  Y a k a t a g a ,  1996



nerce • September22,1997
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L a n d  g r a n t  w o u ld  h e lp  U A  f i l l  e d u c a t io n a l n e e d s
B y J e r o m e  B. K o m is a r

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  e x c e r p t e d  f r o m  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a  
P r e s i d e n t  J e r o m e  B. K o m is a r ' s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  U.S. S e n a t e  
/ ine rg) ’ a n d  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  o f t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  v ie w s  
i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S.660, w h ic h  w o u l d  g r a n t f e d e r a l  p u b l i c  l a n d s  
t o  t h e  u n iv e r s i t y , :f u l f i l l i n g  e a r l i e r  c o m m i tm e n t s  m a d e  to ' l t  
b y  C o n g re s s .  K o m i s a r  t e s i i f i e d  S ep t. 11 b e f o r e  t h e  U.S. 
S e n a t e  E n e rg } 1 a n d  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
C o m m i t t e e  i n  W a sh in g to n ,  D .C.

T he University of Alaska is Alaska’s 
only public land grant university.

In 1915 and 1929, Congress made 
federal Iandgrantstotalingciose to 370,000 
acres to the state for die exclusive use and 
benefit of the university.

For a number of reasons, the university 
has received less than a third of the acre­
age allocated to it under these grants. The 
failure to transfer the total allotment was 
due to the incompleteness of the federal 
government's study of the region.

Before they could be conveyed, the lands 
had to be surveyed. As of 1915, only a 
fraction of 1 percent of Alaska had been 
surveyed, virtually none of it in the Tanana Valley where the 
granted lands were located. As late as 1952, a mere 0.6 percent 
of the entire Territory of Alaska had been surveyed. In the early 
1950s, predictions T h e  r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  o f  a l l  

t h e  s t a t e s  t h a t  h a v e  
r e c e i v e d  l a n d  g r a n t s ,  o n l y  

D e l a w a r e  r e c e i v e d  l e s s  
t h a n  A l a s k a .

about how long it 
would take to survey 
.Alaska at current fed­
eral speed varied be­
tween 12,000 and 
43,510 years.

The result Is that of 
all the states that have received land grants, only Delaware 
received less titan Alaska. And given the size of Alaska, no other 
state, by far, received a smaller portion of total state acreage 
for the support of higher learning.

This obvious inequity is impossible to rationalize: first, 
Alaska’s vast size makes it eminently possible to devote signifi­
cant acreage to the support of higher education and greater 
learning— /Alaska does not have a land shortage, at least not 
in public lands; while, second, Alaska’s vast distances, its 
harsh climactic conditions, and the remote locations of many 
of its cities and villages create prohibitive costs unknown in the 
rest of the country, which makes a grant of land exemplary 
public policy.

If there is any section of our nation where educational 
land grants are justified and necessary, it is in the great

land of Alaska.
The University of/Alaska isastatcwide system which consists 

of three multimission universities located in Anchorage, 
Fairbanks and Juneau with extended satellite colleges and 
centers, including more than dozens of extension and re­
search sites.

Not surprisingly, the need for higher education is most 
difficult to soivc in the rural and remote areas of the state 
where vast distances separate cities and villages, where air 

travel is the oniy means of transportation, 
where the cost of communications —  
telephone, television, electronic networks 
—  can be exorbitant.

A sufficient land grant would enable 
the university to plan and provide more 
effectively the educational and cultural 
services needed throughout the enor­
mous Alaska terrain and permit the mas­
sive size of the land to provide economic 
benefits as well as cause financial cost.

Additional land also will enable the 
university to further the application of 
exemplary ways of extracting and man­
aging natural resources. It will permit 
economic development projects and 
land utilization that balance environ­
mental protection with social progress.

The income earned will further the 
university’s research in those disciplines in which it has 
exceptional depth and opportunity: geophysics and climate 
change, oceanography and fisheries; die clean use of fossil 
fuels; arctic biology and arctic engineering; and the economic 
and social dynamics of the circumpolar north.

S.660 also envisions that the university will convey to the 
Na'.'onal Park Service and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
thousands of acres of university lands that are now inlioldings 
in oradjacenl to parks and refuges created or expanded by the 
1980 Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act. These 
inholdings would be

I t  w i l l  p e r m i t  e c o n o m ic  
d e v e lo p m e n t  p r o j e c t s  a n d  

l a n d  u t i l i z a t i o n  t h a t  b a la n c e  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n  

w i t h  s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s .

relinquished to the 
United Stales.

Thus, the proposed 
legislation, in addi­
tion to making the 
university whole, 
would have the added 
benefit of enhancing the conservation and management of 
Alaska's vast parks, refuges and wilderness areas.

By providing the University of Aiaslca with a land grunt which 
is both more consistent with what was originally intended and 
commensurate with die state’s size and character, this legisla­
tion will permit the University of Alaska to carry out its singular 
responsibility as a unique and major national center for 
culture, for learning, andforopportunityin the great farnorth.
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Land grant
S ep t. 4 ,1 9 9 7

T o th e  ed ito r:
S o u th e a s t A laska  C on serva­

tio n  C ouncil in a cc u ra te ly  c riti­
cizes th is  w rite r , S en . F r a n k 1 
M u rko w sk i a n d  th e  U n iv ers ity  o f

A lask a  reg en ts  fo r seek in g  a  
la rg e r  lan d  g ra n t  to  s u p p o r t th e  
u n iv e rs ity , 250,000 federa l acres .

O rd inan ce  o f  1785 specified  
th a t  lan d  w est o f O hio  be s u r ­
veyed in to  tow n sh ip s com posed  
o f  36 sections o f 640 acres . E v e ry  
S ection  16 w ould be  s e t  a sid e  for 
“ m a in te n a n ce  o f pub lic  scho o ls .”

T h e  1842 M o rrill A c t d ed i­
c a ted  lan d  to  s ta te s  fo r “ a g ricu l­
tu r e  a n d  m echanic a r t s ”  b ased  on  
p o p u la tio n  w ith  30,000 acres  p e r  
m e m b e r o f C ongress. In  1848, th e  
1785 O rd inan ce  w as a m e n d e d  to  
doub le  th e  section  g ra n t  to  tw o—  
S ections 16 a n d  36. T h re e  o f  th e  
la s t  fo u r s ta te s  a d m itte d  to  th e  
U n io n — U tah , N ew  M exico, a n d  
A r iz o n a — each  re c e iv e d  fo u r. 
U n d e r th a t  fo rm ula , A la sk a ’s 
g ra n t  fo r public schools w ou ld  ex­
ceed 40 m illion acres.

A laska  never received  t i t le  to  
specific sections b ecau se  th e  t e r ­
r ito ry  w as unsu rvey ed . So in  th e  
1950s, C ongress re jec ted  sec tio n  
g ra n ts  a n d  su b s ti tu te d  q u a n t ity  
g ra n ts  fo r A laska. T h a t  m e a n t 
100 m illion acres o f a  g en e ra l 
g ra n t  p lu s  specific acreag e  fo r 
p riso n s, schools, asy lum s, p io ­
n e e rs  hom es, a n d  500,000 acres  
fo r th e  u n iv e rs ity  a n d  500,000 
acres  fo r a  teach ers  college.

In  th e  final S ta teh o o d  A ct in  
1958, a ll w ere rolled  in to  a  sin g le  
la n d  g ra n t  to  A laska. T h e  S ta te ­
hood  A ct also canceled  all u n s u r ­
veyed lan d  g ran ts . T h a t  red u c ed  
th e  u n iv e rs i ty ’s  fe d e ra l la n d  
g r a n t  from  360,000 acres  i t  h a d  
received  u n d e r e a rlie r  leg isla tio n , , 
to  112,000 acres.

W e u rg e  A laskans to  re a d  Se 
n a te  Bill 660. W hen  h e  in tro -  • 
duced  it, Sen. M u rk o w sk i s ta te d

t h a t  m o s t o f  th e  la n d  se lected  
“ w ould  s te m  from  th e  70 million* 
a c re s  o f  u n c o m m itte d  la n d  c u r­
re n t ly  u n d e r  con tro l o f  th e  B u ­
r e a u  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t .” 
R es tric tio n s , a  sy s tem  o f  pub lic  
h e a r in g s  a n d  re q u ire d  approval 
by  th e  S ecre ta ry , o f In te r io r  ade ­
q u a te ly  p ro te c ts  lan d s  w ith  w hich  
SE A C C  is concerned .

I t  o ffers a  chance  fo r th e  s ta te  
to  jo in  in  a  lan d  g ra n t  by 
m a tc h in g  u p  to  250,000 acres 
w ith  a n o th e r  250,000 federal 
acres.

R em em b er, th e  u n iv e rs ity  be­
longs to  a ll A laskan s. R egen ts  
s e e k  to  a s su re  a  sy s tem  o f h ig h e r 
e d u c a tio n  in  th e  n e x t m illen n iu m  
a d e q u a te ly  fu n d ed  to  do th e  j o b . , 
S incerely ,
Lew  M. W illiam s J r .
U A  re g e n t  ; (
K etch ik an ,. -.-. V. V.- •
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S.660
To provide for the continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public lands in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska, and for other purposes. (Reported in theSenate)

Calendar No. 208 105 th CONGRESS 1st Session S. 660 [Report No. 105-106] A BILLTo provide for the continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public lands in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska, and for other purposes.
October 9,1997 

Reported with an amendment
S 660 RS Calendar No. 208105th CONGRESS 1st Session S. 660 [Report No. 105-106]To provide for the continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public lands in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska, and for other purposes.IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
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SECTION 1. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.

( a )  F I N D I N G S -  T h e  C o n g r e s s  f i n d s  t h a t —

( 1 )  t f v :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f A l a s k a  i s  t h e  s u c c e s s o r  t o  a n d  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  o f  a l l  F e d e r a l  g r a n t s  a n d  
c o n v e y a n c e s  t o  o r  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  a n d  S c h o o l  o f  M i n e s ;

( 2 )  u n d e r  t h e  A c t s  o f  M a r c h  4 , 1 9 1 5 , 3 8  S t a t .  1 2 1 4 , a n d  J a n u a r y  2 1 , 1 9 2 9 , 4 5  S t a t .  1 0 9 1 , t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  o f  A l a s k a  c e r t a i n  F e d e r a l  l a n d  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
A l a s k a ;

( 3 )  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  m o s t  o f  t h e  l a n d  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  c o n v e y e d  b y  t h e  A c t  
o f  M a r c h  4 , 1 9 1 5 , b e f o r e  r e p e a l  o f  t h a t  A c t  b y  s e c t i o n  6 ( k )  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  A c t  
( P u b l i c  L a w  8 5 - 5 0 8 , 7 2  S t a t .  3 3 9 ) ;

N e x t  H i t  
P r e v  H i t  
H i t  L i s t

T H IS  SEARCH T H IS  DOCUMENT
F o r w a r d
B a c k
B e s t  S e c t i o n s  
D o c  C o n t e n t s

GO TO 
N e w  S e a r c h  
H o m e P a g e  
H e l p
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S.660
T o  p r o v id e  f o r  th e  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  th r o u g h  th e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  c e r ta in  p u b l ic  

la n d s  in  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  to  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a , a n d  f o r  o th e r  p u r p o s e s .  ( R e p o r te d  in  th e  
S e n a te )

( 4 )  o n l y  o n e  o t h e r  S t a t e  l a n d  g r a n t  c o l l e g e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  o b t a i n e d  a  s m a l l e r  l a n d  
g r a n t  f r o m  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  t h a n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  r e c e i v e d ,  a n d  a l l  l a n d  
g r a n t  c o l l e g e s  i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  S t a t e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  l a r g e r  
l a n d  g r a n t s  t h a n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ;

( 5 )  a n  a c a d e m i c a l l y  s t r o n g  a n d  f i n a n c i a l l y  s e c u r e  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  s y s t e m  i s  a  c o r n e r s t o n e  t o  
t h e  l o n g - t e r m  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  s t a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  t o  a  h e a l t h y ,  d i v e r s e  e c o n o m y  a n d  i s  
i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t ;

( 6 )  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  i s  s e r v e d  b y  t r a n s f e r r i n g  c e r t a i n  F e d e r a l  l a n d s  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
A l a s k a  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  u s e  a n d  d e v e l o p  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  s u c h  l a n d s  a n d  b y  r e t u r n i n g  
c e r t a i n  l a n d s  h e l d  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  c e r t a i n  F e d e r a l  c o n s e n ’a t i o n  
s y s t e m  u n i t s  t o  F e d e r a l  o w n e r s h i p ;

( 7)  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  h o l d s  v a l i d  l e g a l  t i t l e  t o  a n d  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  
l a n d s  t r a n s f e r r e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  t h e  T e r r i t o i y  a n d  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
a n d  t h a t  a n  e x c h a n g e  o f  l a n d s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a n d  i n  f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  t h e  p u r p o s e s  a n d  
t e r m s  o f ,  a n d  t h u s  n o t  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f ,  t h e  F e d e r a l  g r a n t  o f  s u c h  l a n d s .

( b )  P U R P O S E S -  T h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  A c t  a r e —

( J )  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  C o n g r e s s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  a s  a  
l a n d  g r a n t  u n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  h o l d i n g s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a  
u n i v e r s i t y  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ;  a n d

( 2 )  t o  a c q u i r e  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  l a n d s  i t  h o l d s  w i t h i n  F e d e r a l  p a r k s ,  w i l d l i f e  
r e f u g e s ,  a n d  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s .

SEC. 2. PRIM ARY FEDERAL GRANT.

( a )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  l a w ,  b u t  s u b j e c t  t o  v a l i d  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s  a n d  t h e  
p r o c e d u r e s  s e t  f o r t h  h e r e i n ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  g r a n t e d  a n d  e n t i t l e d  t o  t a k e  u p  t o  2 5 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  
F e d e r a l  l a n d s  ( o r  r e s e r v e d  i n t e r e s t s  i n  l a n d s )  i n  o r  a d j a c e n t  t o  A l a s k a  a s  a  F e d e r a l  g r a n t .  T h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  i d e n t i f y  a n d  s e l e c t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  l a n d s  i t  i n t e n d s  t o  t a k e  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  g r a n t ,  a n d  
t h e  S e c r e t a i y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  ( ' S e c r e t a r y )  s h a l l  p r o m p t l y  c o n v e y  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t h e  l a n d s  
s e l e c t e d ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  A c t .

( b ) ( 1 )  W i t h i n  4 8  m o n t h s  o f  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  m a y  s u b m i t  t o  t h e
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S e c r e t a r y  a  l i s t  o f  p r o p e r t i e s  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  h a s  t e n t a t i v e l y  s e l e c t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  u n d e r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  
o f  t h i n  g r a n t .  S u c h  l i s t  m a y  b e  s u b m i t t e d  i n  w h o l e  o r  i n  p a r t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  a n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
m a y  m a k e  i n t e r i m  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e t t i o n s  t h a t  i t  m a y  r e l i n q u i s h  o r  c h a n g e  w i t h i n  t h e  4 8 - m o n t h  
p e r i o d .  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  s u b m i t  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n s  t h a t  e x c e e d  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  g r a n t  e x c e p t  
t h a t  s u c h  s e l e c t i o n s  s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  2 7 5 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  a t  a n y  o n e  t im e .

( 2 )  A l l  s e l e c t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  i n  r e a s o n a b l y  c o m p a c t  u n i t s :  P r o v i d e d ,  T h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  s e l e c t  
s m a l l  t r a c t s  o f  F e d e r a l  l a n d  w i t h i n  F e d e r a l  r e s e r v a t i o n s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  
s u b s e c t i o n  ( c )  b e l o w .

( 3 )  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  s v  m i t  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n s  o f  F e d e r a l  l a n d s  v a l i d l y  s e l e c t e d  b u t  n o t  
c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  o f  a  s k a  o r  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  o r g a n i z e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  
C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t :  P n  ' i d e d ,  T h a t  s u c h  l a n d s  m a y  n o t  b e  a p p r o v e d  o r  c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  u n l e s s  t h e  S t a t e  f  A l a s k a  a n d  o r  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  h a s  r e l i n q u i s h e d  i t s  p r i o r  s e l e c t i o n .

( 4 )  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s h a l l  m a n e  n o  s e l e c t i o n s  w i t h i n  C o n s e r v a t i c ,  S y s t e m  U n i t s  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  
A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t  L a n d s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A c t  ( 1 6  U . S . C .  3 . 0 1 )  o r  l a n d s  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  L U D  I I  
b y  s e c t i o n  2 0 1  o f  t h e  T o n g a s s  T i m b e r  R e f o r m  A c t  o f 1 9 9 0 .

( 5 )  W i t h i n  f o r t y - f i v e  ( 4 5 )  d a y s  o f  r e c e i p t  o f  a  U n i v e r s i t y  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  S e c r e t a i y  s h a l l  
p u b l i s h  n o t i c e  o f  s a i d  s e l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  R e g i s t e r .  S u c h  n o t i c e  s h a l l  i d e n t i f y  l a n d s  i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h e  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n  a n d  p r o v i d e  f o r  a  p e r i o d  f o r  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n  
n o t  t o  e x c e e d  s i x t y  ( 6 0 )  d a y s .

T H IS  SEARCH T H IS  DOCUMENT GO TO
N e x t  H i t F o r w a r d N e w  S e a r c h
P r e v  H i t H a c k H o m e P a q r e
/ i t  L i s t B e s t  S e c t i o n s H e l p
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l  *
GO TO 
N e w  S e a r c h  
H o m e P a g e  
H e l p

S.660
To provide for the continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public lands in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska, and for other purposes. (Reported in theSenate)

( 6 )  W i t h i n  s i x  m o n t h s  o f  t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  a  U n i v e r s i t y  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  n o t i f y  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  o r  o b j e c t i o n  t o  e a c h  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  
a n y  o b j e c t i o n .  F a i l u r e  t o  o b j e c t  w i t h i n  s i x  m o n t h s  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a p p r o v a l  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y .  A n y  
p u b l i c  c o m m e n t s  s u b m i t t e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  p u l  ' i c  n o t i c e  i s s u e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  p a r a g r a p h  ( 5 )  a b o v e  
m a y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y :  P r o v i d e d ,  T h a t  t h e  S e c r e t  t r y  m a y  o b j e c t  t o  t e n t a t i v e  
s e l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i f  a n d  o n l y  i f  h e  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  a  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  s u c h  t o  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y —

( A )  w i l l  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d v e r s e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  p u r p o s e s  f o r  w h i c h  a  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S y s t e m  
U n i t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d ;  o r

( B )  w i l l  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d v e r s e  i m p a c t  o n  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  A c t  o r  t h e  
A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  ( 4 3  U . S . C .  1 6 0 1 ) .

( 7)  T h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f ,  o r  o b j e c t i o n  t o ,  a n y  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n s  s u b m i t t e d  b y  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  p u r s u a n t  t o  s e c t i o n  2  o f  t h i s  A c t  o r  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  a n y  s u c h  s e l e c t i o n s  b y  
t e n t a t i v e  a p p r o v a l ,  p a t e n t  o r  o t h e r  i n s t r u m e n t  a r e  n o t  m a j o r  F e d e r a l  a c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  m e a n s  o f  
s e c t i o n  1 0 2 ( 2 ) ( c )  o f  P u b l i c  L a w  9 1 - 1 9 0 .

( S )  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  p u b l i s h  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  d e c i s i o n  t o  a c c e p t  o r  o b j e c t  t o  a  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n  i n  
t h e  F e d e r a l  R e g i s t e r .

( c )  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  n o t  a p p r o v e  o r  c o n v e y ,  u n d e r  t h i s  g r a n t —

( 1 )  a n y  F e d e r a l  l a n d s  w h i c h ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  a  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  S y s t e m  U n i t ,  o r  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  L U D  I I  b y  s e c t i o n  2 0 1  o f  t h e  T o n g a s s  
T i m b e r  R e f o r m  A c t  o f 1 9 9 0 ;

( 2 )  a n y  F e d e r a l  l a n d s  v a l i d l y  s e l e c t e d  o r  t o p  f i l e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  s e c t i o n  9 0 6 ( e )  o f

P u b l i c  L a w  9 6 - 4 8 7  b u t  n o t  c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  o r  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  
N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t ;  o r

( 3 )  a n y  F e d e r a l  l a n d s  w i t h d r a w n  a n d  a c t u a l l y  u s e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  
a n y  F e d e r a l  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  a n d  m i l i t a r y > r e s e r v a t i o n s  u n l e s s  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  l a n d  h o l d i n g  o r  
o c c u p y i n g  a g e n c y  o r  e n t i t y  a g r e e s .

( d )  I f  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  r e v i e w  o f  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n s  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e  a m o u n t  o f
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a c r e a g e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  c o n v e y a n c e  i s  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  f u l l  p r i m a r y  g r a n t ,  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  s e l e c t  a d d i t i o n a l  l a n d s  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  p r i m a r y  g r a n t .

I •
( e )  U p o n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  l a n d :

( 1)  S u c h  l a n d  s h a l l  b e  s e g r e g a t e d  a n d  u n a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s e l e c t i o n  b y  a n d  c o n v e y a n c e  t o  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  o r  a n y  c o r p o r a t i o n  o r g a n i z e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  
S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  a n d  s h a l l  n o t  b e  o t h e r w i s e  e n c u m b e r e d  o r  d i s p o s e d  o f  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
p e n d i n g  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s .

( 2 )  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s h a l l  p o s s e s  t h e  n o n e x c l u s i v e  r i g h t  t o  e n t e r  o n t o  s u c h  l a n d s  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f —

( A )  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  o i l ,  g a s ,  m i n e r a l ,  a n d  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e  p o t e n t i a l  t h e r e i n .  T h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  i t s  d e l e g a t e e s  o r  a g e n t s ,  s h a l l  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  e n g a g e  i n  a s s e s s m e n t  
t e c h n i q u e s  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  c o r e  d r i l l i n g  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  m e t a l l i f e r o u s  o r  
o t h e r  v a l u e s ,  a n d  s u r f a c e  g e o l o g i c a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  s e i s m i c  e x p l o r a t i o n  f o r  o i l  a n d  
g a s :  P r o v i d e d ,  T h a t  t h i s  p a r a g r a p h  s h a l l  n o t  b e  c o n s t r u e d  a s  i n c l u d i n g  o r  a l l o w i n g  
e x p l o r a t o r y  d r i l l i n g  o f  o i l  a n d  g a s  w e l l s ;  a n d

( B )  e x e r c i s i n g  d u e  d i l i g e n c e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  m a k i n g  o f  a  f i n a l  s e l e c t i o n .

( f )  W i t h i n  o n e  y e a r  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  a p p r o v a l  o f  a  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  m a k e  
t h e r e f r o m  a  f i n a l  s e l e c t i o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  A c t .  W i t h i n  s i x  m o n t h s  o f  s u c h  f i n a l  s e l e c t i o n  b y  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  i s s u e  a  t e n t a t i v e  a p p r o v a l  o f  s u c h  f i n a l  s e l e c t i o n .  S u c h  t e n t a t i v e  
a p p r o v a l  s h a l l  b e  d e e m e d  t o  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a l l  r i g h t ,  t i t l e ,  a n d  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  i n  a n d  t o  t h e  d e s c r i b e d  s e l e c t i o n .  A n y  l a k e s ,  r i v e r s  a n d  s t r e a m s  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  s u c h  
s e l e c t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  m e a n d e r e d  a n d  l a n d s  s u b m e r g e d  t h e r e u n d e r  c o n v e y e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  4 3  
U . S . C .  S e c .  1 6 3 1 , a s  a m e n d e d .  U p o n  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a  s u n > e y  o f  l a n d s  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  s u c h  
t e n t a t i v e  a p p r o v a l ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  p r o m p t l y  i s s u e  a  p a t e n t  t o  s u c h  l a n d s .  P e n d i n g  i s s u a n c e  o f  
a  p a t e n t ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s h a l l  h a v e  r i g h t s  a n d  a u t h o r i t i e s  o v e r  t e n t a t i v e l y  a p p r o v a l  l a n d s  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h o s e  u n d e r  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  A c t  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  
A c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  t r a n s f e r ,  a s s i g t i ,  e x c h a n g e ,  g r a n t ,  d e e d ,  l e a s e  o r  o t h e r w i s e  c o n v e y  a n y  
o r  a l l  p r e s e n t  o r  f u t u r e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l a n d s  g r a n t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  A c t .

T H IS  SEARCH T H IS  DOCUMENT GO TO
N e x t  H i t  F o r w a r d  N e w  S e a r c h
P r e v  H i t  B a c k  H o m e P a g e
H i t  L i s t  B e s t  S e c t i o n s  H e l p
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S.660
To provide for the continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public lands in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska, aud for other purposes. (Reported in theSenate)

( g )  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  h e a d s  o f  o t h e r  F e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s ,  s h a l l  t a k e  s u c h  
a c t i o n s  a s  m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  a n d  e x  e d i t e  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  A c t  b y  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r .

SEC. 3. RELINQUISHMENT OF CERTAIN UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA 
HOLDINGS.

( a )  A s  a  c o n d i t i o n  t o  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  l a n d  g r a n t  p r o v i d e d  b y  s e c t i o n  2  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
A l a s k a  s h a l l  c o n v e y  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  t h o s e  l a n d s  l i s t e d  i n  ' T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ' s  I n h o l d i n g  
R e c o n v e y a n c e  D o c u m e n t '  a n d  d a t e d  A p r i l  2 4 , 1 9 9 7 .

( b )  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s h a l l  b e g i n  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  t h e  l a n d s  l i s t e d  i n  ( a )  a b o v e  u p o n  t a k i n g  t i t l e  t o  
l a n d s  i t  h a s  s e l e c t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  s e c t i o n  2  o f  t h i s  A c t  a n d  s h a l l  c o n v e y  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  a  
p e r c e n t a g e  a m o u n t  o f  l a n d  p r o p o r t i o n a l  t o  t h a t  w h i c h  i t  h a s  r e c e i v e d ,  b u t  i n  n o  e v e n t  s h a l l  i t  b e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n v e y  a n y  l a n d s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  l i s t e d  i n  ( a )  a b o v e  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y .  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  
s h a l l  a c c e p t  q u i t c l a i m  d e e d s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  t h e s e  l a n d s .

SEC. 4. ALIENA TION OF LANDS.

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  l a w ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  m a y  t r a n s f e r ,  a s s i g n ,  
e x c h a n g e ,  g r a n t ,  d e e d ,  l e a s e  o r  o t h e r w i s e  c o n v e y  a n y  o r  a l l  p r e s e n t  o r  f u t u r e  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  l a n d s  
g r a n t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  A c t .

SEC. 5. JUDICIAL REVIEW.

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b r i n g  a c t i o n  f o r ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  r e l i e f  i n  t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  m a n d a m u s ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  A c t  o r  f o r  r e v i e w  o f  a n  a g e n c y  
d e c i s i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  A c t .  S u c h  a n  a c t i o n  c a n  o n l y  b e  b r o u g h t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  f o r  
t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  w i t h i n  t w o  ( 2 )  y e a r s  o f  t h e  a l l e g e d  v i o l a t i o n  o r  t h e  f i n a l  
d e c i s i o n m a k i n g .  F o r  a l l  o t h e r  e n t i t i e s  o r  p e r s o n s ,  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  b e  f i n a l  a n d  
c o n c l u s i v e .

SEC. 6. STA TE MA TCHING GRANT.

( a )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  l a w ,  b u t  s u b j e c t  t o  v a l i d  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s  a n d  t h e  
p r o c e d u r e s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h i s  A c t ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  g r a n t e d  a n d  s h a l l  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  t a k e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  p r i m a r y  g r a n t  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  s e c t i o n  2  h e r e i n ,  u p  t o  a n o t h e r  2 5 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  i n  F e d e r a l
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l a n d s  ( o r  r e s e r v e d  i n t e r e s t s  i n  l e n d s )  i n  o r  a d j a c e n t  t o  A l a s k a :  P r o v i d e d ,  T h a t  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  
a c r e s  a r e  g r a n t e d ,  a s  s p e c i f i e d  b e l o w ,  o n  a  m a t c h i n g  a c r e - f o r - a c r e  b a s i s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  
S t a l e  o f  A l a s k a  s h a l l  f i r s t  g r a n t ' t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  S t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d  i n  A l a s k a .

( b )  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  s e l e c t  a n u  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  c o n v e y  l a n d s  w h i c h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  e n t i t l e d  
t o  r e c e i v e  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  S t a t e  m a t c h i n g  g r a n t  p r o v i s i o n  i n  m i n i m u m  i n c r e m e n t s  o f 2 5 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  
u p  t o  t h e  m a x i m u m  o f 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s .

T H IS  SEARCH  T H IS  DOCUMENT GO TO
N e x t  H i t  F o r w a r d  N e w  S e a r c h
P r e v  H i t  B a c k  H o m e P a g e
H i t  L i s t  B o 3 t  S e c t i o n s

D o c  C o n t e n t s

2 of 2 2/16/98 2:43 PM

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D7c.'


r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  
PETER KELLY
Mailing A d d re s s :

1 1 9  N . C u shm an  Su ite 2 0 3  
Fa irb anks . A la sk a  9 9 7 0 1  

(9 0 7 ) 4 5 6 -8 1 6 1

^ la s k a  ^ le g is la tu re

^Souse (©f JRegresentati& es

W h ile  In  J u n e a u

S ta te  C ap ito l 
Ju n e au , A la sk a  

9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2  
(9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 2 3 2 7

H ou se  D istric t 31

Sponsor Statement 

HJR 53
HJR 53 lends support to US Senate Bill S660. Senate Bill 660 provides for the 
continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public lands 
in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska.

Supporting S660 helps complete the land grant to the Unive.'sity of Alaska. It will 
greatly assist the continuation of higher education in Alaska.

This Bill places the Legislature on the record supporting the commitment to the 
University of Alaska as a land grant university.







DATE: 3/18/98 FURTHER:

DATE TURNED :
IN TO OFFICE: _________

Finance Committee considered HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 53

Relating to support for federal legislation providing for the continuation of the University of Alaska by 
the conveyance of federal land to the university.

SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE
c< ■ 
REPORT

and recommends:[ ] be replaced with [i/] adopt previous CS
cs[ ] attached amendment(s)

[ ] adopt Letter o f Intent by _ 
[ ] further referral to th e ___

Senate Bill:[ ] same title J [ ] new titleHouse Bill:..) M same title [ ] technical title [ ] new: SCR*_
Committee
Committee

SIGNING DO PASS DP OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS NR DNP AM
' ' M  F(i l r y  ,

? <
........ ..................  ^  / ..... /
Co-Chair: Go-Chair:
Co-Chair. O ' Co-Chair:

NEW  F IS C A L  NOTE(S): u
Department Date Zero Fiscal

PREVIOUS F IS C A L  N O TE (S ):*
Department Date Zero Fiscal

[ ] APPROPRIATION - no fiscal note ^include Fiscal notes accompanying Governor’s bill



FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date:

STATE OF ALASKA
1998 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Title: RclatinR lo support for federal legislation providing for the
 continualion o f the U. o f A. by the convcyanee o f federal land..

Sponsor: K e l l y ___________________________________________
Requester: ______________________________________________________

B
No: 1

HJR 5 3
(H) Publish Date: 2 / 2 0 / 9 8

Dept. Affected University 
BRU

com ponent S t a t e w i d e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n

Component Serial No.______________________

E x p e n d i tu r e s /R e v e n u e s _______________    (T h o u sa n d s  of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04
Personal Services
Travel
Conlraclual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 1 1 1 1 1

|CHANGEIN REVENUES [ 1 | 1 1 1 1 1 1

FUND SOURCE (Thousands ol Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Menlal Health
1091 Designated Program Receipts

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY97) cost: 

POSITIONS ______
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Page 1 oM

COMM / T r e e  COPY
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Sponsor S tatement 

HJR 53
HJR 53 lends support to US Senate Bill S660. Senate Bill 660 provides for the 
continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public lands 
in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska.

Supporting S660 helps complete the land grant to tha University of Alaska. It will 
greatly assist the continuation of higher education in Alaska.

This Bill places the Legislature on the record supporting the commitment to the 
University of Alaska as a land grant university.
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S.660
T o  p ro v id e  fo r  th e  c o n tin u a tio n  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  th ro u g h  th e  co n v e y a n c e  o f  c e r ta in  p u b lic  

la n d s  in  th e  S ta te  o f  A la sk a  to  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la sk a , a n d  fo r o th e r  p u rp o se s . (R e p o r te d  in th e
S en a te )

Calendar No. 208 105 th CONGRESS 1st Session 
S. 660 

[R e p o r t N o. 105-106]A B IL L

To provide for the continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public lands in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska, and for other purposes.

S 660 RS
O cto b er 9 ,1 9 9 7  

R e p o r te d  w ith  a n  a m e n d m e n t

C a le n d a r  N o. 208105 th CONGRESS 1st Session 
S. 660 [Report No. 105-106]

To provide for the continuation of higher education through the conveyance of certain public lands in the State of Alaska to the University of Alaska, and for other purposes.
IN  T H E  S E N A T E  O F  T H E  U N IT E D  S T A T E S
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S.660
T o  p ro v id e  fo r  th e  c o n tin u a tio n  o f  h ig h e r  ed u c a tio n  th ro u g h  th e  co n v ey an ce  o f c e r ta in  p u b lic  

la n d s  in  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  to  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f A la sk a , a n d  fo r  o th e r  p u rp o ses . (R e p o rte d  in th e  
Senate)

( 4 )  o n l y  o n e  o t h e r  S t a t e  l a n d  g r a n t  c o l l e g e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  o b t a i n e d  a  s m a l l e r  l a n d  
g r a n t  f r o m  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  t h a n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  r e c e i v e d ,  a n d  a l l  l a n d  
g r a n t  c o l l e g e s  i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  S t a t e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  l a r g e r  
l a n d  g r a n t s  t h a n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ;

( 5 )  a n  a c a d e m i c a l l y  s t r o n g  a n d  f i n a n c i a l l y  s e c u r e  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  s y s t e m  i s  a  c o r n e r s t o n e  t o  
t h e  l o n g - t e r m  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  s t a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  t o  a  h e a l t h y ,  d i v e r s e  e c o n o m y  a n d  i s  
i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t ;

( 6 )  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  i s  s e r v e d  b y  t r a n s f e r r i n g  c e r t a i n  F e d e r a l  l a n d s  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
A l a s k a  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  u s e  a n d  d e v e l o p  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  s u c h  l a n d s  a n d  b y  r e t u r n i n g  
c e r t a i n  l a n d s  h e l d  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  c e r t a i n  F e d e r a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
s y s t e m  u n i t s  t o  F e d e r a l  o w n e r s h i p ;

( 7)  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  h o l d s  v a l i d  l e g a l  t i t l e  t o  a n d  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  
l a n d s  t r a n s f e r r e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  a n d  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
a n d  t h a t  a n  e x c h a n g e  o f  l a n d s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a n d  i n  f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  t h e  p u r p o s e s  a n d  
t e r m s  o f ,  a n d  t h u s  n o t  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f ,  t h e  F e d e r a l  g r a n t  o f  s u c h  l a n d s .

( b )  P U R P O S E S -  T l i e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  A c t  a r e —

( J )  Co f u l f i l l  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  C o n g r e s s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  a s  a  
l a n d  g r a n t  u n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  h o l d i n g s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a  

■ u n i v e r s i t y  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f A l a s k a ;  a n d  _.
( 2 )  t o  a c q u i r e  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  l a n d s  i t  h o l d s  w i t h i n  F e d e r a l  p a r k s ,  w i l d l i f e  
r e f u g e s ,  a n d  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s .

( a )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  l a w ,  b u t  s u b j e c t  t o  v a l i d  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s  a n d  t h e  
p r o c e d u r e s  s e t  f o r t h  h e r e i n ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  g r a n t e d  a n d  e n t i t l e d  t o  t a k e  u p  t o  2 5 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  
F e d e r a l  l a n d s  ( o r  r e s e r v e d  i n t e r e s t s  i n  l a n d s )  i n  o r  a d j a c e n t  t o  A l a s k a  a s  a  F e d e r a l  g r a n t .  T h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  i d e n t i f y  a n d  s e l e c t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  l a n d s  i t  i n t e n d s  t o  t a k e  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  g r a n t ,  a n d  
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  ( ' S e c r e t a r y ' )  s h a l l  p r o m p t l y  c o n v e y  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t h e  l a n d s  
s e l e c t e d ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  A c t .

( b ) ( 1 )  W i t h i n  4 8  m o n t h s  o f  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  m a y  s u b m i t  t o  t h e

SEC. 2. PRIM ARY FEDERAL GRANT.
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S e c r e t a r y  a  l i s t  o f  p r o p e r t i e s  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  h a s  t e n t a t i v e l y  s e l e c t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  u n d e r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  
o f  t h i s  g r a n t .  S u c h  l i s t  m a y  b e  s u b m i t t e d  i n  w h o l e  o r  i n  p a r t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  a n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
m a y  m a k e  i n t e r i m  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n s  t h a t  i t  m a y  r e l i n q u i s h  o r  c h a n g e  w i t h i n  t h e  4 8 - m o n t h  
p e r i o d .  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  s u b m i t  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n s  t h a t  e x c e e d  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  g r a n t  e x c e p t  
t h a t  s u c h  s e l e c t i o n s  s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  2 7 5 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  a t  a n y  o n e  t im e .

( 2 )  A l l  s e l e c t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  i n  r e a s o n a b l y  c o m p a c t  u n i t s :  P r o v i d e d ,  T h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  s e l e c t  
s m a l l  t r a c t s  o f  F e d e r a l  l a n d  w i t h i n  F e d e r a l  r e s e r v a t i o n s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  
s u b s e c t i o n  ( c )  b e l o w .

( 3 )  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  s u b m i t  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n s  o f  F e d e r a l  l a n d s  v a l i d l y  s e l e c t e d  b u t  n o t  
c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  o f A l a s k a  o r  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  o r g a n i z e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  
C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t :  P r o v i d e d ,  T h a t  s u c h  l a n d s  m a y  n o t  b e  a p p r o v e d  o r  c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  u n l e s s  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  o r  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  h a s  r e l i n q u i s h e d  i t s  p r i o r  s e l e c t i o n .

( 4 )  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s h a l l  m a k e  n o  s e l e c t i o n s  w i t h i n  C o n s e r v  i t i o n  S y s t e m  U n i t s  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  
A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t  L a n d s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A c t  ( 1 6  U . S . C .  3 1 0 1 )  o r  l a n d s  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  L U D  I I  
b y  s e c t i o n  2 0 1  o f  t h e  T o n g a s s  T i m b e r  R e f o r m  A c t  o f 1 9 9 0 .

( 5 )  W i t h i n  f o r t y - f i v e  ( 4 5 )  d a y s  o f  r e c e i p t  o f  a  U n i v e r s i t y  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  
p u b l i s h  n o t i c e  o f  s a i d  s e l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  R e g i s t e r .  S u c h  n o t i c e  s h a l l  i d e n t i f y  l a n d s  i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h e  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n  a n d  p r o v i d e  f o r  a  p e r i o d  f o r  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n  
n o t  t o  e x c e e d  s i x t y  ( 6 0 )  d a y s .
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T o  p ro v id e  fo r  th e  c o n tin u a tio n  o f  h ig h e r ed u ca tio n  th ro u g h  th e  co n v e y a n c e  o f  c e r ta in  p u b lic  

la n d s  in th e  S ta te  o f  A la sk a  to  th e  U n iv ersity  o f  A la sk a , a n d  fo r  o th e r  p u rp o se s . (R e p o rte d  in th e
Senate)

( 6 )  W i t h i n  s i x  m o n t h s  o f  t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  a  U n i v e r s i t y  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  n o t i f y  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  o r  o b j e c t i o n  t o  e a c h  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  
a n y  o b j e c t i o n .  F a i l u r e  t o  o b j e c t  w i t h i n  s i x  m o n t h s  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a p p r o v a l  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y .  A n y  
p u b l i c  c o m m e n t s  s u b m i t t e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  i s s u e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  p a r a g r a p h  ( 5 )  a b o v e  
m a y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y :  P r o v i d e d ,  T h a t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  m a y  o b j e c t  t o  t e n t a t i v e  
s e l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i f  a n d  o n l y  i f  h e  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  a  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  s u c h  t o  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y —

( A )  w i l l  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d v e r s e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  p u r p o s e s  f o r  w h i c h  a  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S y s t e m  
U n i t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d ;  o r

( B )  w i l l  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d v e r s e  i m p a c t  o n  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  A c t  o r  t h e  
A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  ( 4 3  U . S . C .  1 6 0 1 ) .

( 7)  T h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f ,  o r  o b j e c t i o n  t o ,  a n y  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n s  s u b m i t t e d  b y  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f A l a s k a  p u r s u a n t  t o  s e c t i o n  2  o f  t h i s  A c t  o r  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  a n y  s u c h  s e l e c t i o n s  b y  
t e n t a t i v e  a p p r o v a l ,  p a t e n t  o r  o t h e r  i n s t r u m e n t  a r e  n o t  m a j o r  F e d e r a l  a c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  m e a n s  o f  
s e c t i o n  1 0 2 ( 2 ) ( c )  o f  P u b l i c  L a w  9 1 - 1 9 0 .

( 8 )  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  p u b l i s h  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  d e c i s i o n  t o  a c c e p t  o r  o b j e c t  t o  a  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n  i n  
t h e  F e d e r a l  R e g i s t e r .

( c )  T h e  S e c r e t a r y > s h a l l  n o t  a p p r o v e  o r  c o n v e y ,  u n d e r  t h i s  g r a n t —

( 1 )  a n y  F e d e r a l  l a n d s  w h i c h ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  a  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  S y s t e m  U n i t ,  o r  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  L U D  I I  b y  s e c t i o n  2 0 1  o f  t h e  T o n g a s s  
T i m b e r  R e f o r m  A c t  o f 1 9 9 0 ;

( 2 )  a n y  F e d e r a l  l a n d s  v a l i d l y  s e l e c t e d  o r  t o p  f i l e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  s e c t i o n  9 0 6 ( e )  o f

P u b l i c  L a w  9 6 - 4 8 7  b u t  n e t  c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  o r  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  
N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t ;  o r

( 3 )  a n y  F e d e r a l  l a n d s  w i t h d r a w n  a n d  a c t u a l l y  u s e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  
a n y  F e d e r a l  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  a n d  m i l i t a r y  r e s e r v a t i o n s  u n l e s s  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  l a n d  h o l d i n g  o r  
o c c u p y i n g  a g e n c y  o r  e n t i t y  a g r e e s .

( d )  I f  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  r e v i e w  o f  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n s  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e  a m o u n t  o f
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a c r e a g e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  c o n v e y a n c e  i s  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  f u l l  p r i m a r y  g r a n t ,  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  s e l e c t  a d d i t i o n a l  l a n d s  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  p r i m a r y  g r a n t .* •
( e )  U p o n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  l a n d :

( 1 )  S u c h  l a n d  s h a l l  b e  s e g r e g a t e d  a n d  u n a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s e l e c t i o n  b y  a n d  c o n v e y a n c e  t o  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  o r  a n y  c o r p o r a t i o n  o r g a n i z e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e j C l a i m s  
S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  a n d  s h a l l  n o t  b e  o t h e r w i s e  e n c u m b e r e d  o r  d i s p o s e d  o f  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
p e n d i n g  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s .

( 2 )  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s h a l l  p o s s e s  t h e  n o n e x c l u s i v e  r i g h t  t o  e n t e r  o n t o  s u c h  l a n d s  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f —

( A )  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  o i l ,  g a s ,  m i n e r a l ,  a n d  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e  p o t e n t i a l  t h e r e i n .  T h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  i t s  d e l e g a t e e s  o r  a g e n t s ,  s h a l l  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  e n g a g e  i n  a s s e s s m e n t  
t e c h n i q u e s  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  c o r e  d r i l l i n g  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  m e t a l l i f e r o u s  o r  
o t h e r  v a l u e s ,  a n d  s u r f a  : e  g e o l o g i c a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  s e i s m i c  e x p l o r a t i o n  f o r  o i l  a n d  
g a s :  P r o v i d e d ,  T h a t  t h i s  p a r a g r a p h  s h a l l  n o t  b e  c o n s t r u e d  a s  i n c l u d i n g  o r  a l l o w i n g  
e x p l o r a t o r y  d r i l l i n g  o f  o i l  a n d  g a s  w e l l s ;  a n d

( B )  e x e r c i s i n g  d u e  d i l i g e n c e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  m a k i n g  o f  a  f i n a l  s e l e c t i o n .

( J )  W i t h i n  o n e  y e a r  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  a p p r o v a l  o f  a  t e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  m a k e  
t h e r e f r o m  a  f i n a l  s e l e c t i o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  A c t .  W i t h i n  s i x  m o n t h s  o f  s u c h  f i n a l  s e l e c t i o n  b y  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  i s s u e  a  t e n t a t i v e  a p p r o v a l  o f  s u c h  f i n a l  s e l e c t i o n .  S u c h  t e n t a t i v e  
a p p r o v a l  s h a l l  b e  d e e m e d  t o  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a l l  r i g h t ,  t i t l e ,  a n d  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  i n  a n d  t o  t h e  d e s c r i b e d  s e l e c t i o n .  A n y  l a k e s ,  r i v e r s  a n d  s t r e a m s  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  s u c h  
s e l e c t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  m e a n d e r e d  a n d  l a n d s  s u b m e r g e d  t h e r e u n d e r  c o n v e y e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  4 3  
U . S . C .  S e c .  1 6 3 1 , a s  a m e n d e d .  U p o n  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a  s u r v e y  o f  l a n d s  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  s u c h  
t e n t a t i v e  a p p r o v a l ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  p r o m p t l y  i s s u u a  p a t e n t  t o  s u c h  l a n d s .  P e n d i n g  i s s u a n c e  o f  
a  p a t e n t ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s h a l l  h a v e  r i g h t s  a n d  a u t h o r i t i e s  o v e r  t e n t a t i v e l y  a p p r o v a l  l a n d s  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h o s e  u n d e r  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  A c t  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  
A c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  t r a n s f e r ,  a s s i g n ,  e x c h a n g e ,  g r a n t ,  d e e d ,  l e a s e  o r  o t h e r w i s e  c o n v e y  a n y  
o r  a l l  p r e s e n t  o r  f u t u r e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l a n d s  g r a n t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  A c t .
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T o  p ro v id e  fo r  th e  co n tin u a tio n  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  th ro u g h  th e  co n v ey an ce  o f  c e r ta in  p u b lic  
la n d s  in  th e  S ta te  o f  A la sk a  to  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la sk a , a n d  fo r o th e r  p u rp o se s . (R e p o rte d  in th e

S en a te )

( g )  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  h e a d s  o f  o t h e r  F e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s ,  s h a l l  t a k e  s u c h  
a c t i o n s  a s  m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  a n d  e x p e d i t e  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  A c t  b y  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r .

SE C  3. RELINQUISHMENT OF CERTAIN UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA 
HOLDINGS.

( a )  A s  a  c o n d i t i o n  t o  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  l a n d  g r a n t  p r o v i d e d  b y  s e c t i o n  2  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
A l a s k a  s h a l l  c o n v e y  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  t h o s e  l a n d s  l i s t e d  i n  ' T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ' s  I n h o l d i n g  
R e c o n v e y a n c e  D o c u m e n t '  a n d  d a t e d  A p r i l  2 4 , 1 9 9 7 .

( b )  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s h a l l  b e g i n  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  t h e  l a n d s  l i s t e d  i n  ( a )  a b o v e  u p o n  t a k i n g  t i t l e  t o  
l a n d s  i t  h a s  s e l e c t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  s e c t i o n  2  o f  t h i s  A c t  a n d  s h a l l  c o n v e y  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  a  
p e r c e n t a g e  a m o u n t  o f  l a n d  p r o p o r t i o n a l  t o  t h a t  w h i c h  i t  h a s  r e c e i v e d ,  b u t  i n  n o  e v e n t  s h a l l  it. b e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n v e y  a n y  l a n d s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  l i s t e d  i n  ( a )  a b o v e  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y .  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  
s h a l l  a c c e p t  q u i t c l a i m  d e e d s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  t h e s e  l a n d s .

SE C  4. ALIENATION OF LANDS.

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  l a w ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  m a y  t r a n s f e r ,  a s s i g n ,  
e x c h a n g e , , g r a n t ,  d e e d ,  l e a s e  o r  o t n e r w i s e  c o n v e y  a n y  o r  a l l  p r e s e n t  o r  f u t u r e  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  l a n d s  
g r a n t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  A c t .

SEC. 5. JUDICIAL REVi PW.

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b r i n g  a c t i o n  f o r ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  r e l i e f  i n  t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  m a n d a m u s ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  A c t  o r  f o r  r e v i e w  o f  a n  a g e n c y  
d e c i s i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  A c t .  S u c h  a n  a c t i o n  c a n  o n l y  b e  b r o u g h t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  f o r  
t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  w i t h i n  t w o  ( 2 )  y e a r s  o f  t h e  a l l e g e d  v i o l a t i o n  o r  th e . f i n a l  
d e c i s i o n m a k i n g .  F o r  a l l  o t h e r  e n t i t i e s  o r  p e r s o n s ,  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t K .  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  b e  f i n a l  a n d  
c o n c l u s i v e .

SEC. 6. STATE MATCHING GRANT.

( a )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  l a w ,  b u t  s u b j e c t  t o  v a l i d  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s  a n d  t h e  
p r o c e d u r e s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h i s  A c t ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  g r a n t e d  a n d  s h a l l  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  t a k e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  p r i m a r y  g r a n t  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  s e c t i o n  2  h e r e i n ,  u p  t o  a n o t h e r  2 5 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  i n  F e d e r a l
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l a n d s  ( o r  r e s e r v e d  i n t e r e s t s  i n  l a n d s )  i n  o r  a d j a c e n t  t o  A l a s k a :  P r o v i d e d ,  T h a t  a r .y  a d d i t i o n a l  
a c r e s  a r e  g r a n t e d ,  a s  s p e c i j i e d  b e l o w ,  o n  a  m a t c h i n g  a c r e - f o r - a c r e  b a s i s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  s h a l l  f i r s t  g r a n t  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  S t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d  i n  A l a s k a .

( b )  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  m a y  s e l e c t  a n d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  c o n v e y  l a n d s  w h i c h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  e n t i t l e d  
t o  r e c e i v e  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  S t a t e  m a t c h i n g  g r a n t  p r o v i s i o n  i n  m i n i m u m  i n c r e m e n t s  o f 2 5 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  
u p  t o  t h e  m a x i m u m  o f 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s .

GO TO  
N e w  S e a r c h  
H o m e P a g e  
H e l p

T H IS  SE A R C H  T H IS  DOCUMENT
N e x t  H i t  F o r w a r d
P r e v  H i t  B a c k
H i t  L i s t  B e a t  S e c t i o n s

D o c  C o n t e n t s
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Land grant
To the editor:

Sept. 4,1997

Southeast Alaska* Conserva- 
tion Council inaccurately criti­
cizes . this writer, • Sen. . Frank 

•. •: Murkowski and the University of

TO THE EDITOR
k A

Alask^ regents for seeking a 
larger land grant to support the 
university, 250,000 federal acres.

Ordinance of 1785 specified 
that land west of Ohio be sur­
veyed into townships composed 
of 36 sections of 640 acres. Every 
Section 16 would be set' aside for 
"maintenance of public schools.”

The 1842 Morrill Act dedi­
cated land to states for -'.‘agricul­
ture and mechanic arts” based on 
population with 30,000 acres per 
member of Congress, hi 1848, the 
1785 Ordinance was amended to 
double the section grant to two—
Sections 16 and 36. Three of the 
last four states admitted to the 
Union—Utah, New Mexico, and 
Arizona—each received four.
Under that formula, Alaska’s^ 
grant for public schools would ex­
ceed 40 million acres.

Alaska never received title to 
specific sections because the ter- 
ritory was unsurveyed. So in the . 
1950s, Congress rejected section 
grants and substituted quantity • •  
grants for Alaska. That meant . • - ".. 
100 million acres of a general ' 
grant plus specific acreage fv r ' ■ ' 
prisons, schools, asylums, pio- ■ 'v
neers homes, and 500,000 acres 
for the university and 500,000 / 
acres for a teachers college.

Ih the final Statehood Act in 
1958, all were rolled into a single , * 
land grant to Alaska. The State- \  
hood Act also canceled all unsur­
veyed land grants. That reduced . 
the university’s federal land 
grant from. 360,000 acres it had ’ .
received under earlier legislation, . f . ’ 
to 112,000 acres.

We urge Alaskans to read Se- i. j- j  
nate Bill 660. When he intro- - r
duced it, Sen. Murkowski stated \J:

.that most of the land selected 
“would stem from the 70 million 
acres of uncommitted land cur­
rently under control of the Bu­
reau of Land Management.” 
Restrictions, a f system of public 
hearings' and required approval 
by the Secretary, of Interior ade  ̂
quately protects lands with which 
SEACC is concerned.

It offers a chance for the state 
to join . in a land grant by 
matching up to 250,000 acres 
with another 250,000 federal 
acres.

Remember, the university be­
longs to all Alaskans. Regents 
seek to assure a system of higher 
education in the next m i l l e n n iu m  
adequately funded to do the job.y- - 
Sincerely, , /**
Lew M. Williams Jr.
UA regent 
Ketchikan

I. 1 
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Land grant would help UA fill educational needs
By Jerome B. Komisar

Tbe follow ing is excerpted from  University o f Alaska 
President Jerome f l  Komisar's presentation to US Senate 
Energy and Resources Committee o f the university's views 
in  support o f S.660, which would grant federalpublic lands 
to tbe university, fu lfd llngeariier commitments made to i l 
by Congress. Komisar testified Sept. 11 before tbe US 
Senate Energy and Ralurd Resources 
Committee in Washington. D.C

T be University of Alaska is Alaska's 
only public land grant university.

In 1915 and 1929, Congress made 
federal land grams totalingdoselo 370,000 
acres to the state for the exclusive use and 
benefit o f the university.

For a number o f reasons, the university 
has received less dian a third o f the acre­
age allocated to It under these grants. The 
failure to tran<er the total allotment "/as 
due to the incompleteness of the federal 
government's study o f the region.

Before th/jcould be conveyed, the lands 
had to be surveyed. As o f 1915, only a 
fraction o f 1 percent of Alaska had been 
surveyed, virtually none o f ll In the Tanana Valley where the 
granted lands wercldcaicd. As laic as 1952, araerc0.6 percent 
o f the entire Territory of Alaska had been surveyed. In the early 
1950s, predictions The result is that of all 

the states that have 
received land grants, only 
Delaware received less 

than Alaska.

about bow long It 
would lake to survey 
Alaska aicurrenl fed­
eral speed varied be­
tween 12,000 and 
43,510 years.

The result is that o f 
all the states that have received land grants, only Delaware 
received less than Alaska. And given the size o f Alaska, no other 
stale, by far, received a smaller portion of total stale acreage 
for the support o f higher learning.

This obvious inequity Is impossible lo rationalize: first, 
Alaska's vast size makes il eminently possible to devote signifi­
cant acreage lo the support of higher education and greater 
learning— Alaska does not have a land shortage, at least not 
In public lands; while, second, Alaska's vast distances, Its 
harsh climactic conditions, and the remote locatioas o f many 
oflts cities and villages aeaieprohibitive costs unknown In the 
rest o f the country, which makes a grant of land exemplary 
public policy.

I f  there Is any section o f ou r nation where educational 
land grants are Justified and necessary, it Is in the great

land o f Alaska.
I1te University o f Alaska is a staicwide system which consists 

o f three multimission universities located in Anchorage, 
Fairbanks and Juneau with extended saielllle colleges and 
cemcrs, including more than dozens o f extension and re­
search sites.

Not surprisingly, die need fo r higher education is most 
difficult to serve In the rural and remote areas o f the state 
where vast distances separate cities and villages, where air 

iravd Is the only means o f transportation, 
where the c o s  o f communications —  
telephone, television, electronic networks 
—  can be exorbitant 

A sufficient land grant would enable 
the university to plan and provide more 
effectively the educational and cultural 
services needed throughout the enor­
mous Alaska terrain and permit the mas­
sive size o f the land to provide economic 
benefits as wei! ra cause financial cos.

Additional land also will enable the 
university to further the application of 
exemplary ways o f extracting and man­
aging natural resources. It will permit 
economic development projects and 
land utilization that balance environ­
mental protection with social progress.

The income earned will further the 
university's research in those disciplines In which it has 
exceptional depth and opportunity; geophysics and climate 
change, oceanography and fisheries; the dean use o f fossil 
fuels; arctic biology and arctic engineering; and the economic 
and social dynamics o f the circumpolar north.

S.660 also envisions that the university will convey to the 
National Park Service and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
thousands o f acres o f university lands that are now lnholdings 
in or adjacent to parks and refuges creaied o r expanded „y the 
1980 Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation A d  These 
lnholdings would be 
relinquished to the 
United Stales.

Thus.theproposed 
legislation, in addi­
tion to nuking the 
university whole, 
wouldhavctheadded

It will permit economic 
development projects and 

land utilization that balance 
environmental protection 

with social progress.
benefit o f enhrndng the conservation and management of 
Alaska’s vast parks, refuges and wilderness areas.

By providLig the University o f Alaska with a land grant which 
Is both more consistent with whai was originally Intended and 
commcnsuraic with the stale’s size and character, this legisla­
tion will permitthe University o f Alaska to carryout its singular 
responsibility as a unique and major national center for 
culture, forleaming, and for opportunity la the greai fitrnorth.

jaujmajuoh
ration account a i a n n r a / v . . tu n ,


