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To: House Finance Secretary 
Re: Made In Alaska Program 
March 21st., 1997
I urge you to support a full $50K in General Funds Appropriations to the Made In 
Alaska Program.
MIA represents an "Honest Face” in retail sales and is very appealing to the tourist 
trade. MIA connects and promotes the many faceted talents that abound in Alaska. It 
is one more thing that we can all be proud of.
Sincerely,

Candus Mowery 
POBox 3086 
Homer. AK 99603
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ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE DE3 SKAL CLUBS
.*■' NCXTTH AMthlCAN SKAL COUNCIL 

• SKAL CUJS OF AHCHOtAOE NO. IS*
po.*o*XHoai

XHOORkat. ALASKA ;

M arch  2 1 , 1997

PAX TO: A l l  L e g is la t o r s  ‘

PROM: SKAL c lub  of Anchorage
Raymond Pi. P etersen  
P resident

RR: proposed budget fo r  Tourism
• 1

Dear Leg islator,;-. ...

The SKAL Club of Anchorage i s  a member of the in te rn a t io n a l  
A sso c ia t io n  of SKAL c lu b s , an in te rn a t io n a l o rg a n iza tio n  of 
to urism  p ro f e s s io n a ls ; .

At our monthly meeting, la s t  n ig h t i t  was unahiTOusly reso lved  
th a t : ' ; *!• ' '*

1 . We are opposed, to  any cu ts  in  the tourism  budget.

2 . I t  ia  our fe e lin g  th a t i t  i s  ir re sp o n s ib le  to  cut s ta te  
funding that promotes the o n ly  major growth in d u stry  in  the  
s ta te , and the in d u s try  w ith  the most p o te n t ia l i o r  growth.

3 . We know that,, sm all tourism  businesses in  p a r t ic u la r  depend 
on the m arketing programs, provided by the A laska V is i t o r s  Assn.

4 . T h is  proposal w i l l  co st A laska jo b s. Jo b e .th a t w i l l  go to  
o th er tourism  d e s t in a t ip n s  w ith  which we coapete. ' A la tk a  ' 
tourism  companies do not compete w ith  each o ther so much as they 
compete w ith  o ther to u r ism .d e s t in a t io n s .

O u r  m e m b e r  l i s t .  i e .  f o l l o w i n g .  T h i s  w a s  a  u n a n i m o u s  r e s o l u t i o n .
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Panraan. Fryman*, jr., PvaaMont 
Katmalano Rsson Inc. 01
4330 AifOWI DM Anchorsga. Alaska 09502-1001 
Phona i 907-243.0446......Fa*: 907-2434649

371*10*   fir; 007.243464*
Wsmrnar. MBes Jl. OMacSar BaNa * MUtwawg NgON"—
4000! 01

Anrhomos, AtoJAa 96617-3236 Phan*: 007-243-2300. .....Fes: 007-2434*15 
Nookar, Annemaa J, PraaManS A4 Ways Tiaval Inc. 01102 a Israel

. Aieska *0501-21*6 7-270-3644 — ; 0O7-250-2211 
RuaS, Bad* f., BacrsSaryfTraaaurar NuSLl fhylng Savka-AP Tbun 01P, CL Bos 100325 Anchoraga, Alaska 93S19-0305

: 907-240-1596 ..Pa* : *07-24*0552
I J.Nahraa

flr-eWela Emerpntia 04P. 0. Bos 01470Anonemge. Alaska 90909-1470
Pn*n* '.907-243-1041 JH*: -

BrnMML NoBart W., «M*ftt Masieger
01500 Waal 94 Avano*

Phone: 007473-7411   Fa*: *07-2«-7i75
America 6 PadKc Tours Inc. 01P.O. BM 101060Anchorage, Alaska *6610-106*
Phone: *07-273-0461   .Fas: 007-2724251

• Owanoarn, Berrte. VP Salas • MarketingPN0pjWUBo* 01
P. O. 0as 100034 Anehomga, Alaska 005104034Phone : 007-274-2723___Fa* ; 007-2735315

HbBw  CTMar. OawsraS ManagirEitaaAlva S*Jm HokP 01
•'.380 Sgenard Read Anchorage, Amsas 06617
Phone: *07-343-6366   Fe» : 907-246-2161

VMars, Jan* U PraeMeM 3*nauery Travsi Sarvlca* Inc. 01
1590 Fnsndar Ortv* ym-iiy Alaaka 90604
Phone: 907-973-1212...... P«*: 907-373-15B2

Men Imhef, Chrta M., V0 A Bonaral l*ans|ar 
Alyeska Phnc# Raaen oi
P. O. Bo* 246 Gmhsood. Auta 90607 Phene; 907-754-2201___Pas: 0O7-7S4-230O

01OueWyTshralBervIo*3710 WomBsnd OM >1500 Anonongt Alaaka 96917-2374 
Plwne: 907-243-2200   Pm :*07-243-2299

TTmoM J, C«)Pr4n»i*f ANlSAS Bun 01
P.O.BOS21136S
AmTwegs. Nema I6621-1305Phene: 907-3304079 -.....Fa: 007-350-3960t
AM* Hcns-A-Cer OiP. O. Bos 100026
Anchorage, Afcata 96519-0020Phone: *07-243-4300  ....Fa: 007-243-2204

y l4  *79 f -ceil



A lask a  S ta te  L eg is la tu re

Please enter into ttie record my testimony to me ~flpU-SP» ~ ! t S u c J g e _ ^ _
committot name

7 5 "committee on________ — - -_________   dated   — •bill/subject
O p ? r a + ) r v j  ^ u ^ - f

r . 2 1 *97 16:29 Uid*o-Conf. RooTT FAX 9077763033 p . j

Signed:
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
iP b  < £ox_ <£?yr

9 d 2 z £ & ^ k z Q £ 2 L
Pnone no.

Address

9 0 'd S106682 'ON XVJ OH IW33I 62:11 ISJ A6-I2-HW



M a r .21 ’ 97 1 6 :3 0 U id » o -C o n f . Room . FAX 9 0 7 7 7 6 3 0 3 3 P. 2

Alaska spends less on post-secondary vocational education that almost any state in the union, 
yet a significant percentage of Alaskan jobs require those skills. The result is that too often 
industry hires skilled workers from outside to fill local jobs and kids go outside to find the 
jobs for which they have been educated. In looking for ways to cut the overall budget, is the 
legislature being swayed by academic learning institutes who want to prepare ALL students for 
college and who want to see more support for academic institutes than for vocational/technical 
Instates? If you cut out the ability for AVTEC to collect revenues, then the UNOCAL program 
- a model example of being responsive to industry neads - and all others like it would be 
killed. Industries could no longer contract directly with the school. Programs could no longer 
be tailored to industry needs. The school could no longer gauge the needs of the community 
and provide the programs needed at any given time. The school could not respond quickly to 
changing business or industry needs. On the other hand, cutting the general fund instead is no 
answer either. In order to meet current training needs of business and industry, the school 
must be in a position to provide up-to-date instruction on modem equipment. Neither is 
mining academic institutes into for-profit organizations an answer. While it is appropriate and 
lucrative to have business and industry chare the cost for site-specific programs, overall basic 
education is the responsibility of the state. The idea is to make education more responsive to 
the needs of the real people and real jobs in this state. It can't happen without proper funding 
and proper support. Thanks for your help.
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to - H f t f J

Ton Dean 
Box 742 

Tok,  Ak. 99780 
March 20 ,  1997

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
House  F i n a n c e  C o n n i t t e a

I an C h i e f  o f  Tok Area  Eh^ ,  t h e  ambulance  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  Tok 
a r e a .  *

I an i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  T ou r i s m  and 
c u t t i n g  t h e  b u d g e t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  Tour i sm Ma rke t .  I  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  
s t a t e  s h o u l d  s t o p  p r o m o t i n g  t o u r i s m  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n s .

T o u r i s m  d o e s  n o t  p r od uc e  a r e a l  v a l u e  p r o d u c t .  T o u r i s t  money i s  
s e c o n d  hand money t h a t  d e p e n d s  on h i gh  v a l u e  j o b s .  A l l  j o b s  
d e p e n d  on r e a l  p r o d u c t s .  When t h e r e  a r e  no more j o b s  t h e r e  w i l l  
be  no more t o u r i s t .

T o u r i s m  h i n d e r s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  and c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  r e a l  p r o d u c t  
p r o d u c t i o n ;  i e .  o i l ,  t i m b e r ,  f i s h i n g  and min ing .

T o u r i s m  has  h i n d e r e d  t h e  management  o f  our  w i l d l i f e ,  i e .  w o l f  
c o n t r o l .

T o u r i s m  d o e s  p roduce  a l o t  o f  j o b s ; b u t  f o r  t h e  most  p a r t  t h e y  
a r e  s h o r t  s e a s o n  and low p a y i n g  t h a t  p a l e  i n  c o m p a r i s on  t o  t h e  
j o b s  t h a t  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of  r e a l  p r o d u c t s  make.

T o u r i s m  p u t s  a heavy s t r a i n  on o u r  h ighways .

T o u r i s c .  o v e r l o a d s  ou r  eme rgency  s e r v i c e s .  T he r e  a r e  n o t  enough  
T r o o p e r s  and D i s p a t c h e r s .  R u r a l  ambulance  s e r v i c e s  and c l i n i c s  
g e t  e x t r e m e l y  overworked  w i t h  c l i n i c s  n o t  b i g  enough t o  h a n d l e  
t h e  vo lu me .  V o l u n t e e r  s e r v i c e s  become t h e i r  b u s i e s t  when t h e y  
hav e  t h e  f e w e s t  a v a i l a b l e  members .  Many t o u r i s t  e r e  o l d e r  p e o p l e  
on m e d i c a r e  and emergency m e d i c a l  c e r v i c e s  l o s e  money on e v e r y  

s  m e d i c a r e  p a t i e n t  t h e y  h e l p .

I  do n o t  b e l i e v e  t he  t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y  i s  p a y i n g  i t s  way i n  
A l a s k a .

I f  t h e  S t a t e  does  n o t  have  t h e  money t o  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  
em e rg en c y  s e r v i c e s  t h en  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  be p r o m o t i n g  an i n d u s t r y  
t h a t  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  need .

L e t s  p u t  A l a s k a  back  t o  work p r o d u c i n g  r e a l  proc. c t s .

S i n c e r e l y

Dean
n n t

TOTPL P . 01
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Representative Mark Hanley

March 20, 1997

Ketchikan Visitors Bureau 
131 Front Street 
Ketchikan, AK 99901 
(907) 225-6166 
(907) 225-4250 fax

Representative Gene Therriault, Co-Chairs 
House Finance Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol-Mail Stop 3100 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Hanley, Representative Therriault and Members of the House Finance Committee,

I am writing on behalf of the 163 members of the Ketchikan Visitors Bureau to indicate our distress over 
the House Finance Subcommittee’s proposed cuts to the Alaska Division of Tourism. It is our belief that 
the committees recommendations amount to the abolishment of tourism nwrketing, through cuts being 
considered for both the DoT and the ATMC.

On a local level, industry contributes conservatively, one third o f our total budget for KVB programs. 
ATMC funding is also based on industry contributions. I would hope that in this time of shrinking state 
revenues, legislators would reward this type of public-private partnership with continuing support as an 
example of how best to maximize state funds.

Our area already faces economic devastation due to the loss of timber industry related jobs. While 
tourism will not replace what was lost, it certainly has been seen as an industry that will help us bridge 
the gap. We rely heavily on the state’s marketing and promotion to attract potential visitors to the state. 
The methods used to get the Alaska State Vacation Planner into the hands of visitors ultimately results in 
getting the Ketchikan area guide to those visitors as well. Without support for marketing our product, 
the Ketchikan area and the outlying communities in the southern southeast region will continue to lose 
ground in our efforts to compete with other destinations who receive public support for promotion of thoir 
tourism industry.

I recognize the effort put forth by our legislators lo produce a balanced budget, but I urge you to consider 
the chain reaction that eliminating the states tourism marketing will create for our membership and the 
vast majority of small businesse.'. which make up this states visitor industry'. Please reconsider the 
recommendations of the House Finance Subcommittee for Commerce and Economic Development and 
act to maintain funding for these programs.

Sincerely,

Patti Mackey 
Executive Director

cc: House Finance Committee Members
Senator Robin Taylor 
Representative Bill Williams 
Senator Jerry Mackie
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Representative Albert Kookesh
Alaska Visitors Association
Ketchikan Chapter-AVA
Ketchikan Visitors Bureau Board of Directors
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0 ^\ J j I vuul, ŝ aj-s L'Ul^  J  JU tzsn - a W e .

d {y (y ' - Y \ s i x f ( x ^  ^ ,P Y fL i2/yyisiyi!y(^_, csf>
^  ................... ' 4k _  V  i?  /7 r, ■ on

csjl FcdlvKiLA^ c /sy u A  k O a J l jJ jU j  .

& CAJrri A J U J U u > ( p / t y £ A M 4 y U s r < ) c

^CnSPPy'ASV'tSUlMJi ^yLM ^CuvvfCLoJi

CAA£-~- ^
M jP ^C r' S A v ^ jJ b iY  ^ Y o t V f A  ^A JaZ ^ -

A z& A u m ^ , • C j u X £  y y t

oP c u p ^< 9A & 07l/L  M /iM ?  -sO YM A  <3’Us/U

—{Lie, c i jLss?2. fi_ . K  > 4 / ^ 4  ̂ _____________
Testifier

/ f  5  c M o r T
Representing (Optional)

/ : £ >  & a c . l ^ 2 \  P c J m c r , A k  9 ? 6 > V S
Address

-  / W S ~ S ~
Phone No.
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By: Cole Sonafrank
Mayor Jim Sampson 

Karen Parr 
Nancy Webb 

Cheryl Kilgore 
Introduced: 04/10/97
Adopted: 04/10/97

RESOLUTION NO. 97-036
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING AT LEAST LEVEL FUNDING 

FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska is facing a major reduction in funding 
in the fiscal year 1997-98 proposed budget; and

WHEREAS, the University budget has been cut successively for 10 years 
with a cumulative cut of 30 percent while enrollment has increased by 10 percent; and

WHEREAS, the Governor proposed a $530,000 reduction in university 
funding. The House approved version of the budget proposes a $2.7 million cut and 
the Senate has indicated a reduction of $3 million; and

WHEREAS, the University o f Alaska's statewide operational costs have 
increased nearly $10 million for items such as unfunded salary increases, higher coal 
prices and increased maintenance costs; and

WHEREAS, the university’s reputation for excellence in scientific 
research has continued to grow bringing more than $46 million of federal grant funds 
into Alaska in 1996, an increase of 33 % in five years. While this grant funding has 
increased, it represents new and additional work and therefore has increased the need 
for State infrastructure support rather than offsetting budget cuts as some legislators 
have argued; and

WHEREAS, the university’s main Fairbanks campus would directly absorb 
about half of any cuts or cost increases. Since Fairbanks is the center of most of the 
university’s research, the indirect impacts may be even greater; and
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WHEREAS, in Fairbanks, the University of Alaska contributes greatly to 
the local economy by providing a modern university which attracts students; a research 
facility which attracts persons from throughout the world who come to the campus for 
various research projects; business which uses the University for research projects, 
students for interns, and produces products because of the proximity of the University 
and its scientists; and by contributing to the economy though 'he payroll of University 
employees; and

WHEREAS, without the needed funds to properly operate the University, 
students will be less likely to be attracted to attend the University of Alaska, the 
University will fail to attract quality professors and research scientists, government 
officials from both the United States and other nations will be less likely to utilize the 
services of the university, and the quality of education, in Alaska, will deteriorate.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fairbanks North Star 
Borough Assembly strongly urges funding for the University of Alaska be at least the 
same level as last year, recognizing that lact yoars funding will still not address the 
additional expenses facing the university this year.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Legislators of the State of Alaska 
recognize the need for a quality university system to encourage Alaska students to 
attend post secondary education in Alaska, attract noted professors and scientists from 
throughout the world, and to attract businesses both doing research and commerce 
with the University of Alaska.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution shall be sent . 
to the Honorable Tony Knowles, Governor, Stale of Alaska; the Honorable Drue Pearce 
and the Honorable Bert Sharp, Co-Chairs of the Senate Finance Committee; the 
Honorable Gene Therriault and the Honorable Mark Hanley, Co-Chairs, House Finance 
Committee; and all members of the Interior Delegation.

R E S O L U T IO N  NO. 9 7 -0 3 6
P a g e  2  o f  3
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PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 10TH DAY OF APRIL. 1997

ATTEST:

Mona Lisa Drexl 
Municipal Borough Clerk
Ayes: Bartos, Sattloy. Quakenbush, Sonafrank, Panr, Kilgore, Webb, St. John,

LaSota and Hove 
Noes; McBride

R E S O L U T IO N  N O . 9 7 -0 3 6
P a g e  3  o f 3
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April 14, 1997

Representative Mark Hanley, Co-Chair Finance Committee 
House of Representative 
State Capitol Room 507 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

Victims for Justice is grateful for the $25,000 legislative appropriation we received from the Nineteenth 
Alaska State Legislature. It is our sincere hope the Twentieth Alaska State Legislature will continue to 
demonstrate your commitment to helping victims of other violent crime by appropriating 550,000 to 
Victims for Justice for FY 1998.

F ic t lm s  o f  o th e r  v io le n t  c r im e s  in c lu d e  the women, c h i ld re n  a n d  m en who a r c  su rv iv in g  f a m i ly  m em be rs  a n d  
f r ie n d s  o f  h om ic id e  v ic tim s, a s  w e ll a s  those  w ho h ave  b een  p h y s ic a lly  a n d  e m o t io n a lly  a s s a u lte d  b y  v io le n t  c r im e  
( fe lo n y  a ssau lt , dw i's , ro b b e ry , a n d  b u rg la ry ) .

Today, Victims for Justice remains the only organization in the State of Alaska that provides support to 
victims of other violent crime. During 1996, Victims for Justice provided direct victim services to over 
1400 individuals through: crisis intervention; specialized grief counseling, advocacy and support 
throughout the criminal justice system; and through communriy education and prevention.

* C r is is  in te rv en tio n  to  1 3 5  n ew  c lien ts .
*  In d iv id u a l a n d  p e e r  g ro u p  sp e c ia lis e d  g r i e f  c o u n s e lin g  to  2 3 1  t o t a l c lie n ts  (6 4 4  h ou rs ).
•  A d v o c a c y  a n d  ’v p p o r t  th roug hou t the c r im in a l ju s t ic e  system  to 4 2 1  t o t a l c lie n ts  (4 9 1  h ou rs ).
•  C om m un ity  educa tion  a n d  p re v en tio n  to  4 6  s p e a k in g  en g ag em en ts  re a c h in g  o v e r  1 3 0 0  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  

In fo rm a t io n  a n d  r e f e r r a l  to  o v e r  7 0 0  t o t a l  c lie n ts .

This level of service, a:; well as the competing demands of the operational and fundraising efforts are 
provided by a small three person staff. During FY 1996 over 56MM in crime victims funds passed 
through the Department of Public Safety, yet Victims for Justice received only $32,700, less than 1%1 
During FY 1997 the only stable funding Victims for Justice will receive is:

C D V SA  $ 3 3 ,2 5 0
L e g is la d  ve A p p ro p r ia t io n  $ 2 5 ,0 0 0
H SM G  $ 1 5 .0 0 0
TOTAL S7 3 ,2 8 0

I: is our sincere hope the Twentieth Alaska State Legislature can provide to Victims for Justice for FY 
1998 the $50,000 in financial support needed to ensure the State of Alaska is responsive to the needs of 
aif victims of violent crime, not only the victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. The victims of 
o t h e r  violent crimes, survivors o f homicide victims and physical assault, deserve to be recognized and 
provided with victim services by the state.

Sincerely, v

Janice Lienftart 
Executive Director

P ro v id in g  se rv ices to  s u rv iv o rs  o f f o m ic i d e  v ic tim s a n d  p h y s ic a l a s s a u lt
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REPRESENTATIVE JOHN D A V )^ ^

April 1997 No. pages: A .  Time transmitted; ^  73
FAX TO: A laska State Legislature. House and Senate Finance Committees 
FAX 'NO. 465-3757 House Finance Committee - please distribute to all 
Committee members :
FAX NO. 465-3753 Senate F inance Comm ittee - please distribute to all 
Committee members /

FROM: Celia M . Hunter - FAX NO. 479-4310 Fairbanks, A laska 
(1819 Muskox Trail, Fairbanks, AX 99709-6626)

RE: M aintaining funding for public broadcasting, both radio and TV

My appreciation o f  public b roadcasting began in the 60s. when the first FM  
station began broadcast NPR programs over KUAC FM  from the UAF. FM  : 
w as followed by Public B roadcasting System TV programming in the early * 
1970s. The high quality o f  offerings in both iredhim s w as a welcome ,
addition both in the field o f new s and o f enti rtaininent. They have continued i 
to fill a really essential role in m y home ever since, and in thousands o f homes 
throughout Alaska. The popular support o f  public broadcasting is ,
demonstrated over and over again in the fundraising drives, wliich 
consistently m eet their goals.

i

However successful such fundraising endeavors are, they aren 't sufficient to 
keep public broadcasting on the air. The crisis o f  a couple o f years ago, when 
the Legislature demanded consolidation and streamlining o f facilities and 
operations w as met by the management and staffs o f both TV and Radio in a • 
way which optimized available high tech equipment, and cut expenses as 
requested. A laska One and A laska Community Radio are the result o f those « 
changes. The expansion o f  coverage to u u a l Alaska has added many 
hundreds o f  "'bush” households to the networks seived by public 
broadcasting. The present set-up is  efficient and cost-effective.

i

But additional cuts threaten to disrupt tins excellent system. The niche filled • 
by Public Broadcasting benefits ihe people o f  Alaska lrorn many walks o f  
life. Professional people contemplating accepting employment often ask 
about the availability o f public broadcasting as one o f  their criteria for 
choosing to accept work in a particular community. They appreciate the 
excellent children’s programs available on public radio and TV, which are i

lJ7

0
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entertaining avid educational, and a welcome relief from the violence often 
portrayed m commercial programming.

I served on the Citizen Advisoiy Conunittee for K llA C  FM  and TV  up until a 
few years ago, and this group o f  volunteers gave many hours o f their time to ’ 
supporting public broadcasting, helping to maintain its high quality and 
presentation o f all sides o f controversial issues important to our community. 
One o f my fellow volunteers was June Weiustock, who later was die victim : 
o f mob violence in Guatemala, which left her severely handicapped.
However, June 's  mind is still functioning, even though she’s not able to speak 
clearly, and she continues to enjoy listening to KUAC FM  and ks w ide array 
o f excellent news broadcasts.

The loyalty o f so many thousands o f Alaskans speaks well for the importance 
o f public broadcasting in their lives. The relatively minor expenditures 
required to keep Alaska One and A laska Community Radio providing their 
essential services to educate, entertain, and link tive citizens o f this state in a 
close-knit fellowship by means o f top quality programming is one o f the m ost 1 
worthwhile expenditures o f public monies you folks can authorize.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak in behalf o f public broadcasting. ;
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REPRESENTATIVE JOHN DAVIES

FAX M essages to both House and Senate Finance Committees o f A laska 
State Legislature
TO: House Finance Committee: FAX No, 465-3757 
(Please distribute to all Finance Committee members.) RECEIVED

TO: Senate Finance Committee FAX No. 465-3753 
(Please distribute to all Finance Committee members)

APR 1 5 1997

From: G inny Hill Wood, 1819 M uskox Trail, Fairbanks, AK 99709
Phone: 479-2754 

DATE: A p r i l 1997 No. Pages: 3 . Time sent: ^

RE: Support for Public Radio and Public TV
i
j

I have contributed annually to KUAC FM  and TV more money than 1. 
have to any other non-profits that I support. That many other A laskans share 
my high regard for public broadcasting is proven by the fact that taken al­
together, A laskans contribute more per capita to tins amenity in their lives 
than the citizens o f any other states in the USA. We aren 't begging for 
something for nothing. . ,

x

They support it because o f the quality o f the programming and the 
broad spectrum  o f information, entertainment, and education they receive 
sans the insipid, intrusive advertisements that interrupts commercial s ta tio n s ,. 
attempting to beguile the 1 itener or the viewer to buy s tu ff they don’t need 
and can 't afford. T. c an 't afford cable TV , arid, at this stage o f  my life, never , 
will. :

I
1 i

The folks who pu t together the programs and run the KUAC station 
have shown they can do more with less, actually improving their 
programming by their ingenuity in reorganizing and grouping Juneau, B e th e l .. 
and Fairbanks TV inro Alaska One, in accordance w ith cuts by tire previous^ 
Legislature. They should be rewarded, not penalized, for their thrifiiness and; 
resourcefulness. Alaska One has brought the "bush” villages into the A laska = 
Community, and is topping their talents for many o f their productions — all on. 
a do-it-yourself volunteer basis.

I f  the Legislature can find funding to raise your own expense accounts : 
and to fund Arctic Power and trans-national oil company’s efforts to open the



'
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Arctic National W ildlife Refuge to oil, drilling — a -'dead horse” ill 
Washington, D .C . this year—  you surely can find the m oney to continue 
public broadcasting, a non-partisan, w idely acclaimed communication media; 
for Alaska.

• signed 9 ‘ 6r r r r \? Jr ^ !r..  : J
(A  50-year resident o f A laska) ;
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FACSIMILE
TRANSM ITTAL Ap.a is, 1997
To: Honorable Representative Mark Hanley

Alaska State Legislature
465-2418 p jj~

From: William A. Maloney, City Clerk f lP p  1
City of ;Kodiak “  i  5 Jgcj7
voice: 907-486-8636 
fax: 486-8600

Pages: 3, including this cover sheet

The Kodiak City Council adopted the following resolution at its regular April 10 meeting. Resolution 
Number 11-97 urges the Legislature lo fully fund the Alaska Department of T-ansportation and Public 
Facilities in the coming year's budget.

Please include this resolution with the information that will be considered in deciding this budget 
issue.

Thank you.
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CITY OF KODIAK 
RESOLUTION N U M B E R  11 -9 7

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KODIAK SUPPORTING FULL BUDGET 
FUNDING FOR THE AJUSKA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

WHEREAS the Alaska State Legislature has been presented with a proposal to reduce the FY98 
budget of the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT/PF) by nearly twelve million 
dollars and to eliminate the m anager and staff of the Alaska Marine Highway System; and

WHEREAS this proposed budget reduction would reduce the ability of DOT/PF lo obligate avail­
able and future Federal funds for needed projects throughout the state; and

WHEREAS the proposed cuts would place in jeopardy approximately $200,000,000 in Federal 
highway funds and approximately $60,000,000 in FAA funding for aviation facilities in Alaska; and

WHEREAS the proposed reduction would affect current-fiscal-year projects by cutting funding 
for seasonal staff beyond July 1 for federally funded construction projects, which funding would 
revert to the Federal government to be reallocated to states which would have the ability to obligate 
the funds by October I, 1997; and

WHEREAS the Alaska Marine Highway System (AMHS) employs som e nine hundred employees 
and an annual operating budget of approximately SI 00,000,000; and

WHEREAS the proposal to make the AMHS Manager's position an additional duty of a Deputy 
Commissioner of DOT/PF is impractical, as current workloads would not allow a Deputy Commis­
sioner to devote m ore than 25% of her or his time to the ferry system, which is not sufficient over­
sight for a system of this size and complexity; and

WHEREAS the proposed cuts would result in declining revenues from the AMHS public, slower 
procurement and resupply of vessels, delays in crewing, slower payroll response, lack of community 
participation in schedule development, and other harm s to the service quality; and

WHEREAS the Alaska Marine Highway seives as a vital link among the many maritime com muni­
ties of Alaska; and

WHEREAS ooth the road system and the AMHS provide the transportation network crucial to the 
econom ic well-being of the entire Stale of Alaska; and

WHEREA5 these proposed reductions would effect relatively small savings to the state in com ­
parison with the tosses they would entail, and are therefore not in the best interest of the people o f 
the State of Alaska,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of (he City of Kodiak, Alaska, that the 
Alaska S ta te  Legislature carefully review th e  im pacts of th e  proposed budget reductions and 
m aintain funding for th e  Departm ent of Transportation and Public Facilities a t  approxim ately 
the  cu rren t level.

Resolution Number 12-97
Page I of 2
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PASSED AND APPROVED this / P  day of A p n ' t ___, 1997.

CITY OF KODIAK

MAYOR

ATTEST:

L t4 -
CITY CLERK Y /

Resolution Number 12-07
Page 2 of 2

TOTAL P .03
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N O R T H W E S T  A R C T I C  B O R O U G H

P .O . BOX 1110 
KOTZEBUE. AK 99752 

(907) 442-2500 /  FAX 442-2930

April 4, 1997

M ark Hanley, Co-Chair 
Gene Therriau lt, Co-Chair 
S ta te House F inance Committee 
Mail Stop 3100 
Juneau , AK 99801-1182

Dear Messrs. Hanley and Therriau lt:

On behalf of the Northwest Arctic Borough, and the eleven communities w ithin our 
boundaries, we ask you to fully support m aintenance funding for the University of 
Alaska.

Based on the level of funds appropriated last year, v/e ask  for your consideration and 
passage for the same am ount during the next fiscal year.

H igher education is im portan t to our residents, and to fu rth e r erode the gains and 
access th a t have been m ade availab le to ru ra l populations who have th is need for 
education opportunities is being "pound" foolish.

If there is one avenue of hope into th e fu ture th a t is equally available to all 
residents throughout th e s ta te , it is the opportunity to get an  education a t  the 
institu tions th a t we can continue to have access to. To fu rth e r reduce the funding of 
the university budget is to deny our residents the opportunity to partic ipate and 
secure long term  success by having an  education system  th a t doesn 't become remote 
or non-existent in the ru ra l areas.

A m b le r. B uck land , C a n d le . D eering , K ia na , K iv a lin a , K obuk , Kotzebue, N oatak.
N oorv ik , S e law ik , S hungnak



Letter to House F inance Committee 
Page Two 
April 4, 1997

I would hope th a t you see this simple request as your moral guidance to keep 
education funded a t levels adequate for us to partic ipate in from our regional 
perspective. We cannot expect to become more self-sufficient if we are to be denied 
funds for an education system  if you continue to cut back funding levels. In recent 
years they have been devastating on a cumulative basis.

Please continue to fund the university  system, and restore the proposed $2.5 million 
cutback.

Respectfully subm itted
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A laska 
W ilderness 
R ecreation  & 
Tourism  
A ssociation

P.O. Box 22827 
Juneau, A K  99802 

Phone (907) 463-3038 
Fa x  (907) 463.3280 

E  m a il aw rta @  alaska.net

April 14, 1997

TO: Sen. Bert Sharp FAX: 465-2070
Sen. Drue Pearce FAX: 465-3872 
Rep. Mark Hanley FAX: 465-24J 8 
Rep. Gene Therriault FAX: 465-3884

The Alaska Wilderness Recreation and Tourism Association is comprised of over 300 members, 
the majority of which are activity- oriented tourism businesses that depend on Alaska's wild 
places for their operations. Our primary goal is to advocate for the protection of Alaska’s wildland 
resources for use by tourism businesses and recreational users, but AWRTA also addresses marketing, 
legislative and permitting issues that affect our members.

I am writing to express AWRTA member's support for the House version of the Fish and Game budget. 
Maintaining adequate funding for watchablc wildlife programs in the state is critical to our segment of 
the tourism industry. In a recent market survey done for the Alaska Tourism Marketing Council, 33% of 
"high potential" prospective visitors to Alaska mentioned wildlife as one of the first things that comes to 
mind when asked about our state. Our members depend on the interpretative and educational materials 
generated by the Department ofFish and Game's wildlife conservation department. The Wildlife 
Viewing Guide published as a partnership between a number state agencies and non profit organizations 
is distributed directly by the Division of Tourism, tourism businesses and tourism trade associations to 
visitors who request information in wildlife viewing in Alaska. This material is generated through the 
efforts of the Wildlife.Conservation Team at the Department ofFish and Game. In addition, keeping 
staff positions intact for the Teaming with Wildlife campaign will help keep the momentum toward 
helping Watchable wildlife programs become self sufficient.

I urge you to maintain the level of funding so that the Alaska Department of Fish and Game may 
continue their valuable services to the visitors to Alaska and the tourism businesses who depend on their 
materials.

Feel free to contact me for more information.

Sincerely,

Ellen Maling * 
Projects Coordinator
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j p K \  K E N A I  P E N I N S U L A  B O R O U G H
\ 144 N. BINKLEY • SOLDOTNA, ALASKA 99669-7599

BUSINESS (907) 262-4441 FAX (907)262-1892

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY

A p r il 10, i 997

Represen ta tive  M a rk  H a n le y  
A lask a  State Leg is la tu re  
C o- C lia ir  F in a n c e  C om m it te e  
R oom  507, State C a p ito l 
Juneau , A K  99801-1182

D ear R epresen ta tive  H an le y :

O n  A p r i l 08, 1997, the K e n a i P en in su la  B o rough  A ssem b ly  adopted R e s o lu t io n  97-026: "A  
R e s o lu t io n  S u p p o r t in g  F u n d in g  o f  the  A la s k a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E n v ir o n m e n t a l C o n s e r v a t io n  
S o lid  W a s te  P ro g ram ."

T h e  M a y o r  and A ssem b ly  have  requested that y ou  re ce ive  a copy  o f  th is reso lu t io n .

R e sp e c tfu lly  you rs .

S h ir le y  O lsen'
D epu ty  B o ro ugh  C le rk

/rh

E n c lo su re  as noted
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Introduced by: Mayor
Date: 4/8/97
Vote: Adopted
Action: Unanimous

K E N A I  P E N IN S U L A  B O R O U G H  
R E S O L U T IO N  97-026

A  R E S O L U T IO N  S U P P O R T IN G  F U N D IN G  O F  T H E  A L A S K A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  
E N V IR O N M E N T A L  C O N S E R V A T IO N  S O L ID  W A S T E  P R O G R A M

W H E R E A S ,  ce rta in  leg is la to rs have proposed to reduce, or e lim in a te , d ie  budget for the A laska 
D epartm ent o f  C onse rva tio n  (A D E C )  S o lid  W aste Program ; and

W H E R E A S ,  any  redu ct io n  in  fu n d in g  to the A D E C  S o lid  W aste Program  w ou ld  affect 
fu nd am en ta l p ro tect ion  o f  hum an hea lth  and the e n v iro nm en t for a ll residents o f  
A laska ; and

W H E R E A S ,  the proposed redu ct io n  w i l l  have s ig n if ic a n t short and lo n g  term  f in a n c ia l and 
e n v iro nm en ta l im pacts  to our B orough and a ll sectors o f  the state popu la tio n ; and

W H E R E A S ,  th is  proposed cu t w i l l  m ere ly  transfer costs from  d ie  state to lo c a l governm ents; and

W H E R E A S ,  the A D E C  S o lid  Waste Program  is in  the process o f  re c e iv in g  s o lid  waste program  
app ro va l from  E n v iro nm en ta l P rotection A g e n cy  (EPA); and

W H E R E A S ,  E P A  a llow s  add it io n a l f le x ib ilit y  for m anagem en t o f  s o lid  waste o n ly  in  states w ith  
app roved  so lid  waste programs; and

W H E R E A S ,  w it h  the absence o f  a fu lly  funded state s o lid  waste m anagem en t au thority , A laska 
w i l l  have  to s tr ic t ly  c om p ly  w ith  EP A  regu la tio ns  w h ic h  do no t a llo w  for state 
s p e c if ic  f le x ib i l it y ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  w ith o u t an accep tab le  state program  that a llo w s  e n v iro nm en ta lly  sound and t im e ly  
m anagem en t o f  so lid  waste in  the K e na i P en insu la , open dum ps are l ik e ly  to 
p ro life ra te  as in  the past;

N O W  T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  A S S E M B L Y  O F  T H E  K E N A I
P E N IN S U L A  B O R O U G H ;

S E C T IO N  1. T h a t the K e n a i P en insu la  B orough opposes any le g is la t iv e  effort to reduce or 
e lim in a te  the A laska  Departm ent o f  E n v iro nm en ta l C o nse rva t io n  S o lid  Waste 
P rogram .

S E C T IO N  2. T h a t the K e n a i P en in su la  B o rough supports m a in ta in in g  an e ffec tive  and cred ib le  
state s o lid  waste program  capab le o f  a c h ie v in g  program  app rova l from  the EPA .

Kenai Peninsula Borough, Alaska Resolution 97-026
Page I of 2
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CORRECTION
THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENT(S) 

HAVE BEEN REFILMED TO 
ASSURE LEGIBILITY OR PAGINATION

Central Microfilm Services 
Dcpartemcnt o f Education 
State of Alaska



Introduced by: Mayor
Date: 4/8/97
Vote: Adopted
Action: Unanimous

K E N A I  P E N IN S U L A  B O R O U G H  
R E S O L U T IO N  97-026

A  R E S O L U T IO N  S U P P O R T IN G  F U N D IN G  O F  T H E  A L A S K A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  
E N V IR O N M E N T A L  C O N S E R V A T IO N  S O L ID  W A S T E  P R O G R A M

W H E R E A S ,  ce rta in  leg is la to rs  have proposed to reduce, or e lim in a te , the budget for the A laska 
D epa rtm ent o f  C onse rva t io n  (A D E C )  S o lid  W aste P rogram ; and

W H E R E A S ,  any reduct ion  in  fu n d in g  to the A D E C  S o lid  W aste P rogram  w o u ld  affect 
fu nd am en ta l p ro tec t io n  o f  hum an  hea lth  and the e n v iro nm en t for a ll residents o f  
A laska; and

W H E R E A S ,  the proposed red u c t io n  w i l l  have s ig n if ic a n t short and lo n g  term  f in a n c ia l and 
e n v iro nm en ta l im pacts  to our B orough  and a ll sectors o f  the state popu la tio n ; and

W H E R E A S ,  th is  proposed cu t w i l l  m ere ly  transfer costs from  the state to lo c a l governm ents; and

W H E R E A S ,  the A D E C  S o lid  W aste Program  is in  the process o f  re c e iv in g  s o lid  waste program  
app rova l from  E n v iro nm en ta l P rotection A g en cy  (EPA); and

W H E R E A S ,  E P A  a llow s  ad d it io n a l f le x ib il it y  for m anagem ent o f  s o lid  waste o n ly  in  states w ith  
app roved  s o lid  waste programs; and

W H E R E A S ,  w ith  the absence . f  a fu l ly  funded state s o lid  waste m anagem en t au tho rity , A laska 
w i l l  have  to s tr ic t ly  c om p ly  w ith  E P A  regu la tio ns  w h ic h  do not a l lo w  for state 
sp e c if ic  f le x ib i l it y ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  w ith o u t an accep tab le  state program  that a llow s  e n v iro nm e n ta lly  sound  and t im e ly  
m anagem en t o f  s o lid  waste in  the K en . P en in su la , o pen  dum ps are l ik e ly  to 
p ro life ra te  as in  the past;

N O W  T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  A S S E M B L Y  O F  T H E  K E N A I
P E N IN S U L A  B O R O U G H ;

S E C T IO N  1. T h a t the K e n a i P en in su la  B o rough  opposes any le g is la t iv e  effort to reduce or 
e lim in a te  the A la ska  Departm ent o f  E n v iro nm en ta l C o n s e rv a t io n  S o lid  Waste 
Program .

S E C T IO N  2. T ha t the K e n a i P en in su la  B orough supports m a in ta in in g  an e ffe c t ive  and cred ib le  
state s o lid  waste p rogram  capab le o f  a c h ie v in g  p rogram  app ro va l from  the E P A .

Kenai Peninsula Borough, Alaska Resolution 97-026
Page ! of 2



S E C T IO N  4. That a ccp y  o f  t liis  R eso lu t io n  be d e live red  to K e n a i P e n in s u la  B o ro u g h  leg is la tors , 
Co-chairs o f  the H ouse  and Senate F in a n ce  C om m itte e s , and G o ve rn o r T o n y  
K n ow le s .

S E C T I O N  3 . T h a t th is R e s o lu tio n  be e ffe c tiv e  im m e d ia te ly  u p on  e n a c tm e n t.

ADOPTED BY TH E ASSEM BLY OF THE KENAI PENINSULA BO RO U G H  ON TH IS 8th 
DAY O F A PR IL , 1997.

A T T E S T :

Jack B row n , A s s em b ly  Pres ident

jg ly C le r k  ' T 7/  B orough/C le rk

Kenai Peninsula Borough, Alaska Resolution 97-026
Page 2 of 2
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Silkn Legislative Informaliort Office (LIO)
210 LakaSlreel, Sitka AK 99835 • Phone:747-6276 Fax:747-5807

P l e a s e  P R IN T  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e l o w .
^Ma). Mr.. Mrs,.. 1 First namo 'T f * 

1 v )0/0.
M l / "  Last nmmi /
o*

Jr.. Sr.. III...

S S o L  H 'P !LA ( 6 / ' t 2 a  A t- W f o o
Rosfdonco (slroot) address If drfferonl .' ^m moiling nddrosa

-......  .......... - -
Zip code

Daytime lelophone number j  Group allillntloo {if applicable)

Qtdo' K l S X
Dole . / /
^(s' 47

P u t  a  V i n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  b o x ( e s ) .

Committees House members Senate members

H o r S Auslerman (aus) Kelly. P. (kit) Adams (ada)
Community & Regional Affairs (era) Barnes (bar) Kemplen (kem) Donley (don)
Finance (fin) Berkowitz (bor) Kohring (kor) Duncan (dun)
Health, Ed., & Social Sorvicos (lies) Brice (bri) Kookesh (kos) Ellis (oil)
Judiciary (jud) Bundo (bun) Kott (kol) Groon (gro)
Labor & Commarco (l&c) Cowdery (cwd) Kubina (kub) Hallord (hat)
Rosourcos (res) Crolt (cro) Mnil in (mar) Hol lrnnn (hoi)
Rules (rls) Davios (dav) Masek (runs) Keily, T. (kol)
Stalo Allairs (sin) Davis (day) Moses (rnos) Leman (Inm)
Transportation (Ira) Dyson (dys) Mulder (mol) Lincoln (lin)
Other: Elton (ell) Miclmlin (nic) Mackic (mak)
Other: Foster (lor.) Ouan (oga) Mill..' (mil)

| ^Green (grn) Phillips, G. (phg) Parnell (par)

Cauc use s Grussendorl (grs) Poiter (por) Pearce (pea)
Anchorage (ago) v_ Han l ey (ban) Rckeborg (rok) Phillips, R. (phi

Bush (bus) Hodgins (hod) Ryan (rya) Sharp (sha)
Fairbanks/Interior (ini) Hudson (hud) Sanders (san) Taylor (lay)

Matsu (mal) Ivan (iva) Therrintill (thr) Torgorson (tor)

Majority (mjr) James (jam) Vezey (vez) Ward (war)
Minority (mnr) Joule (jlo) Will iams (wil) Wilken (wlk)

$ S u b j e c t £ \  F i l l  o u t  t h e  b o x e s  b e l o w  O R  e n t e r  a  S u b j e c t .
HB f i f S B Bill number Support

and chock ono: Oppose Qf] onlor a ynnornl Subject
AmcntJ (LIO stall may mmlilyj:

j j l y J e S S j d g e V o u r  P R IN T E D  m e s s a g e  c a n n o t  e x c e e d  5 0  w o r d s  o r  c o n t a i n  a n y  v u l g a r  l a n g u a g e .
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O L D E R  P E R S O N S  A C T I O N  G R O U P , I n c .

Represen ta tive M a rk  H a n le y  
State C a p ito l R in . 507 
Juneau, Ak. 99801-1182

A p r il 4, 1997

Dear R epresen ta tive Han ley:

O ld e r Persons A c t io n  G ro u p , In c . (O PAG ) appreciated the oppo rtun ity  to partic ipa te in  a 
statew ide te leconference M a rch  23.

As in d iv id ua ls  and representatives o f  organ iza tions addressed the ir concerns , partic ipants 
in the aud ience  heard the concerns o f  the ir in d iv id ua ls  and organ iza tions . Severa l in  the 
aud ience vo iced  hope that ano ther te leconference w o u ld  be schedu led .

R e co g n iz in g  the m yriad o f  issues addressed at the te leconference, a copy  o f  O P A G ’s 
testim ony is attached for y o u r co nven ien ce .

Thank  you  fo r m ee t ing  w ith  constituents.

325 E. 3rd. Ave., #300
Anchorage, AK 99501
(907) 276-1059 (Toll free 800-478-1059)
FAX (907) 278-6724

r e c e i v e d  

ApR 14 1997

S incere ly ,

E lla  C ra ig , President 
O ld e r Persons A c t io n  G ro up

E n c ;  1



O P A G  T E S T IM O N Y  A T  T E L E C O N F E R E N C E  
S a tu rd a y , M a r c h  22, 1997

O ld e r Persons A c t io n  G ro up , In c . (O PAG ) is an o rgan iza tion  best k n ow n  for p u b lic a t io n  
o f  S en io r V o ic e  and w e  thank you  for you r on-going support o f  that p ub lic a t io n .

T od ay , how eve r , w e  w ish  to address another program  : JOB  T R A IN IN G ,
P L A C E M E N T , A N D  E M P L O Y M E N T . For m ore than a decade O P A G  has conducted  
N u rse  A id e  T ra in in g  classes. C u rr ic u lum  and program  are approved  by the A laska Post 
secondary C om m is s io n . In  ad d it io n  to bas ic tra in ing  o f  N urse A id e  sk ills , students learn 
proper hands-on techn iques taught in  a c lin ic a l setting, ways to com m un ica te  w ith  patient 
and fam ily , and o ther he lp fu l in fo rm ation .

O P A G  conducts  th is tra in ing  th roughou t the state w ith  fu nd in g  from  grants, jo b  tra in ing , 
state tra in ing  and em p lo ym en t assistance, scho larsh ips and ind iv id u a ls .

U n fo rtuna te ly , m any persons eager to pursue careers as a nurse a ide have small ch ild ren  
and canno t afford ch ild  care or transportation . S om e are respons ib le for the care o f  both 
ch ild ren  and a fra il e ld er ly  parent.

O P A G  encourages increased fund ing  to co ver costs o f  care for c h ild  o r o the r dependents 
du r ing  the hours student is in  class; reasonable costs incurred d u r ing  jo b  search, i.e . dental 
needs, eyeglasses etc.

F in a n c ia l assistance du r ing  this cru c ia l t :me w il l a ccom p lis h  three goals:

1. E nab le  persons to enter the fastest g row in g  industry in the state and nation .

2. P rov id e  persons seek ing in-home hea lth care to access w e ll tra ined and 
cert if ied  N urse A ides  for the ir lo ved  ones.

3. E n ab le  in d iv id u a ls  not e lig ib le  to access qua lity  care th rough p r iva te  pay.



P.O.Box 20424 
Juneau, AK 99802

April 11, 1997

Representative Mark S. Hanley 
Slate Capitol, Room 507 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Mark Hanley;

As one of your constituents, I am writing to ask for your support of Adult Basic Education programs 
around the slate. I believe our 20 Adult Education programs will be utilized more and more heavily as 
welfare reform gathers momentum. Unfortunately, our funding has been cut in the last few years. In 
conjunction with the Alaska Adult Education Association, I would advocate an increase in funding of 
$300,000.

1 am fortunate to be a full time employee in this field, but most of the staff teaching for this important 
segment o f our population arc only part-time and have little training. We help students who have not 
succeeded in high school for a wide variety of reasons to gel their GED. We also teach resume writing 
and offer vocational guidance to completers of our program in an effort to help our students become ready 
for the work place. With additional funding we could offer higher quality instruction and provide students 
access to current computer technology.

In Southeast we also serve the communities of Ketchikan, Kakc, Angoon, Hoonah, Yakutat, Haines and 
Prince of Wales Island. With increased funding we would be able to serve these communities better with 
updated materials and technology. Our dedicated teachers in these areas would also have access to 
additional training.

At the present time 27% of Alaska’s high school diplomas arc GED’s. Already, since the beginning of 
1997,1 have seen an increase in the number of students wanting to improve their skills either to earn a 
GED or to enter another training program. Some students who have high school diplomas already arc 
finding that they need stronger skills in math and English to attend UAS. Others come to us as the timber 
industry dwindles, realizing they need a GED in order to apply to training for mining jobs, construction 
jobs or nurse’s aides. In the field of adult education we see ourselves as helping to put Alaskans back to 
work.

Please consider this vital need for increased, rather than decreased funding for adult education. I would 
be happy to give you a tour of our Adult Ed. Center on 400 Willoughby Avenue, i f you are interested. I 
look forward to hearing from you.

Enclosed is a fact sheet describing Adult Basic Education.

Sincerely,

Priscilla Colliding
Adult Education Coordinator
Southeast Regional Resource Center
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TACT SHEET
M o re  t h a n  27% o f A la s k a ’s h ig h  s c h o o l d ip lo m a s  in  1995 w e re  G E D s .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  h ig h  s c h o o l e a r ly  d ro p o u ts  is  h ig h e r  t h is  y e a r  t h a n  la s t .

C o s t  p e r  s t u d e n t  i n  A la s k a  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  is  n e a r ly  $7,000 p e r  y e a r .
E a c h  a d u lt  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t  co s ts  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  le s s  t h a n  $300 fo r  t h e  e n t ir e  y e a r , w it h
c e n te r s  o p e r a t in g  from  7:00 a .m . u n t i l  10:00 p a n .

- \ *' * S,

T h e re  w e r e  7,906 f u l l  t im e  s tu d e n ts  i n  A la s k a ’s A d u lt  B a s ic  E d u c a t io n  p r o g r am s  la s t  y e a r .
• * * - ~*"‘M

T h e re  w e r e  o v e r  500 p e rs o n s  o n  w a it in g  l is t s  to  e n te r  s om e  o f th e  la r g e r  a d u lt  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r am s  
la s t  y e a r .

I n  t h e  p a s t  e ig h t  y e a rs , A la s k a  A d u lt  E d u c a t io n  p ro g ram  p a r t ic ip a n t s  h a v e  in c . ‘e a s e d  b y  43% w h i le  
th e  f u n d in g  le v e l h a s  n o t in c r e a s e d  a t a l l .  (H a lf  o f th a t  in c r e a s e  h a s  o c c u r r e d  i n  th e  p a s t  th r e e  
years .)

Las t y e a r  a t  le a s t  763 A la s k a n s  o b t a in e d  jo b s  a n d  217 w e re  r e m o v e d  from  p u b l ic  a s s is ta n c e  a s  a  
d ir e c t  r e s u lt  o f  t h e ir  in c r e a s e d  e d u c a t io n  th r o u g h  A la s k a ’s A d u lt  E d u c a t io n  p ro g ram s . (T hese  
f ig u r e s  a re  d e r iv e d  t h r o u g h  s h o r t t e rm  t r a c k in g  o n ly ; lo n g  te rm  t r a c k in g  is  n o t  p o s s ib le  d u e  to  la c k  
o f  f u n d in g .)

A d u lt  E d u c a t io n  p ro g ram s  p r e p a re  n e a r ly  1,000 A la s k a n s  e a c h  y e a r  to  e n te r  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  o r 
t r a in in g  p ro g ram s .

W it h  im p e n d in g  w e lfa r e  re fo rm , d e m a n d  fo r A d u lt  B a s ic  E d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  s ta te w id e  is  l ik e ly  to 
r is e  d r a m a t ic a l ly  to  p r e p a re  a d u lt s  fo r  jo b  r e a d in e s s .

O n e  o f  th e  g o a ls  o f  “G o a ls  2000” is  fo r  a f u l ly  l it e r a te  A m e r ic a  b y  th e  y e a r  2000. T h e  U .S . c u r r e n t ly  
r a n k s  49th i n  l it e r a c y  a m o n g  th e  158 U n it e d  N a t io n s  m e m b e r  n a t io n s .

In s t r u c t io n  in  A la sk a  A d u lt  E d u c a t io n  p ro g ram s  w a s  d e l iv e r e d  b y  148 te a c h e r s  (m ost p a r t t im e )  a n d  
550 u n p a id  v o lu n te e r s  i n  1995.
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R ep resen ta tive  M a rk  H a n le y
A la sk a  State L eg is la tu re
S la te  C a p ito l R o om  507 (M S  3100)
Juneau , A K  99801-1182

D ea r R ep resen ta tive  H an le y :

1 understand that the U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la sk a  A ncho rag e  b udget w i l l  b e  up for 
co n s id e ra t io n  shortly . I  am  w r it in g  to urge y o u  to co ns id e r f u l ly  fu n d in g  U A A ’s opera ting  
and ca p ito l b udget requests and furtherm ore to support an expans io n  o f  the u n iv e rs ity ’s 
budget to en ab le  them  to better m eet the needs o f  A laskans . A s  a m em be r o f  
C om m o nw e a lth  N o r th ’s Board o f  D irectors and a pa rtic ip an t in  the first E c o n o m ic  
S um m it , 1 am  w e ll aware o f  the o b lig a t io n  re spons ib le  A laskans h a ve  to future 
genera tio ns  to l iv e  w it h in  our budget. I am  also aware o i our need for a hea lth y  
e c o n om y , and s trong ly  b e lie v e  that an educated p o p u la ce  is the fo unda t io n  on  w h ic h  a 
d iv e rse  e co n om y  can be b u ilt .

B ecause I w o rk  for a na t iona i o rgan iza tio n  I h a ve  o ppo rtun it ie s  to learn about 
th ing s  g o in g  on  in  other states that affect bo th the na tura l and e c o n o m ic  e n v iro nm en ts . I 
h a ve  been im pressed  b y  the c lea r fact that those states w h ic h  in ve s t s e r io us ly  in  
e d u ca t io n , e s p e c ia lly  at the post-secondary le v e l, are states w ith  strong econom ie s . O f  
p a r t icu la r interest to m e  are those states that have  b u ilt  d iv e rs if ie d  e conom ie s  on  a strong 
k n ow le d g e  base, e .g ., e sp e c ia lly  C a lifo rn ia , N o r lh  C a ro lin a , and W ash in g to n . W e  have 
ex trao rd ina ry  o ppo rtun it ie s  here in  A laska to d e ve lo p  h ig h  tech industr ies every  b it as 
good  as those in  any o f  o ther state, but w e  w i l l  lose those o ppo rtun it ie s  i f  w e  d o n ’t m ake 
a s ig n if ic a n t ly  greater com m itm en t to h ig h e r educa t ion . W e  w i l l  c o n t in u e  to export o u r 
“best and b r igh test” y o u ng  A laskans, and w e  ce r ta in ly  w i l l  n e ve r attract e ithe r students or 
fa cu lty  to support a S il ic o n  V a lle y , a Research T r ia n g le , o r a s in g le  com pany  lik e  
M ic ro s o f t  w h ic h  has spaw ned a v ig o rous  h ig h  le ch  ind us try  in  Seattle , i f  w e  co n t in u e  to 
d ock  o u r U n iv e r s it y ’s budget.

M o re  p e rson a lly , it was d istress ing to h a ve  both o f  m y  c h ild r e n  choose to attend 
c o lle g e  O u ts id e , and they d id  so because .even at that t im e  it w as im p o s s ib le  to com p le te  
bas ic requ irem en ts  in  an exped it io u s  m anner because o f  too few  fa cu lty  and therefore too 
few  c lasses in  those core s k ill areas. A s a thirty-plus year A la sk an  w h o  cares d eep ly

recycled /itt/icr
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Un iSea
BY FAX COMMUNICATION (2 PAGES) TO:

The Hon. Drue Pearce, Senator 
State of Alaska

FAX Number 
907-465-3872

April 11, 1997

The Hon. Bert Sharp, Senator, 
State of Alaska

907-465-2070

The Hon. Mark Hanley, Representative 
State of Alaska 907-465-2418

The Hon. Gene Pherriault, Representative 
State of Alaska

907-465-3884

RE: SEAFOOD AND SANITATION COMPONENT OF THE PROPOSED STATE OF
ALASKA OPERATING Bt'OGET

Dear Senators Pearce and Sharp; Representatives Hanley and Pherriault
I am writing to express UniSea's support for the Seafood and Sanitation component of ADEC 
Health Division. I understand that the State of Alaska legislature is considering significant cuts 
to this component of the Operating Budget, and this is of grave concern to us.
Since 1974, UniSea has owned and operated multiple processing facilities throughout the State 
of Alaska, under the oversight, of course, of numerous State agencies. Of all the divisions 
within ADEC. the Seafood and Sanitation division is the one that benefits all Alaskans and 
industry the most. There can be no more important endeavor than assuring the high quality 
and safety of Alaskan seafood products. The consequences rJ, & ‘hollow* ADEC Seafood and 
Sanitation division, by way of severe budget cuts, will very likely negatively impact the integrity 
of the industry and compromise the safety and quality of seafood products produced in Alaska 
and marketed worldwide. In addition, export trade could also very likely be hampered if the 
vital Inspection services provided by ADEC are allowed to diminish in any way.
It would be an absolute mistake to decrease funding for this component in the proposed 
Operating Budget. Alaskans benefit in more ways than I can describe from being ranked 
“Number 1" in both volume and value of exported U.S. seafood products. The State of Alaska 
contains three our of four of the largest U.S. seafood landing port. It must also fr.ewitein its 
leadership status and good reputation as a wcrld provider of safe, high quality seafood 
products. This can only be maintained by having a strong seafood and sanitation program, fully 
funded and prepared to help industry.

UniSea, Inc.
15400 Northeast 90th Street. P.O. Box 97019. Redtnond. Washington 98073-9719 (206) 881-0181 FAX (206) 862-1660

i
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The Hon. Pearce, Sharp, Hanley, Pherriault 
State of Alaska 
4/11/97 
Page 2

Whether dealing with a large, year-round seafood prccesscr or a small, "native-operated" 
seafood business, the Seafood division of ADEC has time and again demonstrated its 
commitment to helping industry produce safe and high quality products. As previously 
mentioned, i have found the Seafood division of ADEC to be the most helpful of ail of the State 
agencies we have *o deal with. They truly provide a real sen/ice to industry- not just "regulate”. 
This is because our goals are so very similar- quality and safety. These important services- 
inspection, technical support, and assistance- simply cannot come from a division than cannot, 
because of budget cuts, maintain a high quality staff committed to the well-being of all Alaskans 
and industry.
To this end, I urge you to adopt an Operating Budget that maintains the current funding level of 
the Seafood and Sanitation component of the ADEC Health Division. The proposed House cut 
of $82,500.00 to this component must be rejected wholly, and funding for this component 
restored to its current level by the Senate.

Sincerely, 
UNISEA. INC.

Jo
Director of Quality Assurance

file: jfhealth\Sfdprgm.doc

TOTAL P.02
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March 31, 1997

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r :

STOP ! LOO K ! AND L IS T E N ? P L E A S E !

I  a m  a n  e i g h t e e n  y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h i s  a w e s o m e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  I  a m  

c o n c e r n e d .  I  h a v e  b e e n  a  S t a r e  e m p l o y e e  s i n c e  A p r i l  1 9 7 9  a n d  I  a m  a l s o  a  

f a i t h f u l  v o t e r  a n d ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  I  a m  a  c o n s e r v a t i v e  v o t e r .

I  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  t h e  v i e w s  o f  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  l e g i s l a t o r  a r e  s c  a s  y o u  

r e a d  t h i s  l e t t e r  y o u  w i l l  k n e w  i f  I  a m  t a l k i n g  t o  y o u .

I  a m  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  t h e  m a j o r i r y ' s  a d a m a n t  t o n e  i n  r e g a r d s  t o  c u t t i n g  t h e  

S t a t e  b u d g e t .  I t  s e e m s  t h a t ,  s i n c e  t h e  d e c i s i o n  w a s  m a d e  t o  c u t  " X "  a m o u n t  

o f  d o l l a r s  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  b u d g e t  l a s t  s e s s i o n ,  a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  " w e  a r e  g o i n g  

t o  c u t  t h e  b u d g e t  t h a t  m u c h  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t "  i s  p r e v a i l i n g  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  

t h e  m a j o r i t y  l e a d e r s .  I  c a n  a g r e e  t h a t  w e  n e e d  t o  l o o k  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  a n d  

p l a n  a c c o r d i n g l y ;  a n d  I  k n o w  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  

b u d g e t  t h a t  c a n  b e  t r i m m e d .  H o w e v e r ,  f r o m  w h a t  I  s e e  a n d  h e a r  i r .  t h e  n e w s  

m e d i a  a n d  t h r o u g h  o t h e r  S t a t e  c h a n n e l s ,  t h e  p r e d i c t e d  b u d g e t  s h o r t f a l l  h a s  

n o t  b e e n  a s  d r a s t i c  a s  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  t h o u g h t .  T h e  m a i n  r e a s o n  b e i n g  t h e  

h i g h e r  t h a n  p r e d i c t e d  o i l  p r i c e s  t h a t  w e  a r e  n o w  s e e i n g .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  I

• b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  n e e d s  t o  b a c k  o f f  t h e i r  s t a n c e  a n d  b e c o m e  m o r e  i n  

l i n e  w i t h  c u r r e n t  r e a l i t y .

B E F O R E  y o u  c u t  a n o t h e r  d o l l a r  f r o m  t h e  b u d g e t ,  y o u  n e e d  t o  t h i n k  a g a i n  

a b o u t  w h o  y o u  a r e  a n d  w h o  y o u  r e p r e s e n t .  I  k e e p  h e a r i n g  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  

n e e d s  t o  t i g h t e n  t h e i r  b e l t s  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  s h r i n k i n g  b u d g e t .  WAY t h e n ,  

d o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  y o u  d e s e r v e  5 1 5 0 / d a y  p e r  d i e m ? ! ?  S t a t e  g o v e r r u r . e n t , a s  a  

w h o l e ,  h a s  b e e n  t a k i n g  c u t s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s !  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  n o t  

a l w a y s  w h e r e  t h e  c u t s  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  a n d ,  y e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  

a r e a s  t h a t  n e e d  t o  b e  l o o k e d  a t .  A s  a  f a i t h f u l ,  h a r d w o r k i n g  p u b l i c  

s e r v a n t ,  I  a m  a p p a l l e d  a n d  i r a t e  t h a t  y o u  f e e l  y o u  n e e d  5 1 5 0 / d a y  p e r  d i e m

w h i l e ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  y o u  c u t  t h e  e m p l o y e e s  p e r  d i e m  a n d  f a i l e d  t o  h o n o r

a  c o n t r a c t  n e g o t i a t e d  i n  g o o d  f a i t h !  N o w  y o u  a r e  d o i n g  i t  a g a i n .  A s  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  S t a t e ,  Y O U  n e e d  t o  s e t  t h e  t o n e

i f  y o u  w a n t '  t o  c u t  t h e  b u d g e t .  Y O U  n e e d  t o  r e p e a l  t h e  5 5 0 / d a y  i n c r e a s e

t h a t  Y O U  g a v e  y o u r s e l v e s  a s  y o u  w e r e  c u t t i n g  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  o f  

u s  o n  t h e  s t r e e t  s e r v i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  y o u  r e p r e s e n t !  Y O U  n e e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  

g o i n g  t o  " a c t u a l  c o s t "  f o r  l o d g i n g  j u s t  a s  t h e  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e s '  

l a r g e s t  u n i o n  d o  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  s a v i n g  d o l l a r s .

M o w  t w o  m o r e  b i l l s  a t t a c k i n g  S t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  h a v e  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d .  H B  1 8 8  

a n d  S B  1 5 0  w i l l  f u r t h e r  e r a d i c a t e  b e n e f i t s  e a r n e d  b y  e m p l o y e e s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  o v e r t i m e  a n d  r e t i r e m e n t  b e n e f i t s ,  a n d  t h i s  w i l l  m o s t  s e r i o u s l y  

a f f e c t  t h e  s e a s o n a l  e m p l o y e e s ,  w h o  m a k e  u p  t h e  B A C K B O N E  o f  t h e  s t a t e  

^ ^ r o r k f o r c e .  W e w o r k  o v e r t i m e  a s  r e q u i r e d .  I t  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  " c o n v e n i e n t "  

^ B n d  m o s t  o f t e n  i n t e r r u p t s  f a m i l y  t i m e .  We d o  i t  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  i t  i s  p a r t  c f  o u r  j o b .  N o w  t h e s e  b i l l s  w a n t  t c  r e m o v e  

o v e r t i m e  f r o m  w h a t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  " c o m p e n s a t i o n "  f o r  u s .  W e w o r k  i t  a n d  i t



s h o u l d  m o s t  d e f i n i t e l y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o w a r d  o u r  t h r e e  h i g h e s t  y e a r s  f o r

• r e t i r e m e n t !  I  f e e l  i t  i s  a  l o w  d o w n  a n d  t w o - f a c e d  m o v e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  

t h o s e  w h o  i n t r o d u c e d  i t !

B u d g e t  c u t s  o n  c h e  b a c k s  o f  S t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  h a v e  g o n e  f a r  e n o u g h !  T h e  v a s t  

m a j o r i t y  m a k e  t h e i r  h o m e s  i n  A l a s k a  y e a r  a r o u n d .  We h a v e  f a m i l i e s  w h o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  s c h o o l s .  We c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  

l o c a l  e c o n o m i e s  j u s t  l i k e  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  a n d  w h e n  w e  k e e p i n g  g e t t i n g  c u t ,  

t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a l s o  s u f f e r  a s  a  r e s u l t .  I  a m  a s k i n g  y o u  t o  v o t e  

d o w n  t h e s e  a b s u r d  b i l l s  a n d  q u i t  t r y i n g  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e  b u d g e t  o r .  t h e  b a c k s  
o f  t h e  e m p l o y e e s !

A  l o t  o f  u s  s e a s o n a l  e m p l o y e e s  w o u l d  r a t h e r  w o r k  y e a r  a r o u n d .  H o w e v e r ,  d u e  

t o  f u n d i n g ,  t h a t  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  p o s s i b l e .  W e k e e p  c o m i n g  b a c k  b e c a u s e  w e  

t a k e  p r i d e  i n  w h a t  w e  d o  -  s e r v i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a .  I n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  

o f  F o r e s t r y ,  w h e r e  I  a m  e m p l o y e d ,  t h e  s e a s o n a l  f i r e f i g h t e r s  a r e  h i g h l y  

t r a i n e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  W e m a n a g e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  o n  w i l d l a n d  f i r e s  

a n d  d o  s o  u n d e r  e x t r e m e  s c r u t i n y .  We a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e - w i d e  e m e r g e n c y  

r e s p o n s e  s y s t e m .  We w o r k  w i t h  S t a t e ,  l o c a l  a n d  F e d e r a l  c o o p e r a c r r s  t o  

m a n a g e  m u l t i - r i s k  i n c i d e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e .  O u r  s a f e t y  r e c o r d  o v e r

t h e  l a s t  2 0  y e a r s  i s  i m p e c c a b l e !  We a r e  s e r i o u s l y  u n d e r s t a f f e d  i n  m a n y  o f

t h e  g e o g r a p h i c  A r e a s .  W e  a r e  h i g h l y  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  m o r e  c u t s  t c  o u r  

b u d g e t s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  l e s s  o f  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  h i g h l y  t r a i n e d  p e o p l e .

T h i s  c o u l d  r e c u l t  i n  a  l o t  o f  n e w  u n t r a i n e d  p e r s o n n e l  f i l l i n g  t h e s e

p o s i t i o n s  a n a ,  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  c o u l d  r e s u i t  i n  s e r i o u s  t r a g e d y .

T h e  f i r e s  w e  e x p e r i e n c e c  l a s t  s e a s o n  i n  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  

d i s a s t r o u s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  c f  o u r  S t a t e .  O v e r  3 5 0  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  l o s t  i n  

t h e  B i g  L a k e  f i r e s  a l o n e .  W e m a y  b e  f a c i n g  a n o t h e r  f i r e  s e a s o n  a s  b a d  o r  

w o r s e  t h a n  l a s t  y e a r  d u e  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  s n o w  t h i s  w i n t e r .  We a r e  a l r e a d y  

h a v i n g  w i l d f i r e s  o n  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a ,  K o d i a k ,  a n d  i n  t h e  M a t - S u  V a l l e y .  

W h y  h a s n ' t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t a k e n  m o r e  p r o a c t i v e  m e a s u r e s  t o  f i l l  c h e  v o i d s  

w e  h a v e .  W e n e e d  m o r e  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  w e  n e e d  a n  i n c r e m e n t  t o  f u n d  t h e m .  

P l e a s e  d o  n o t  t u r n  y o u r  b a c k s  o n  t h e  p e o p l e  y o u  r e p r e s e n t .

I  c o u l d  g o  o n  b u t  I  w o n ' t .  I  h o p e  y o u  h a v e  g o t t e n  t h e  p i c t u r e  b y  n o w .  I  

w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  f r o m  a n y  o f  y o u ,  h o w e v e r ,  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  s e n d  a n y  

c a n n e d  r e s p o n s e s .  I f  y o u  c a n n o t  s e n d  a  p e r s o n a l  r e p l y ,  t h e n  s a v e  t h e  

S t a t e ' s  m o n e y  a n d  d o n ' t  s e n d  a n y t h i n g .

T h a n k  y o u .

S i n c e r e l y  c o n c e r n e d ,

T o m  M a r o k  

H C 2  B o x  7 0 7  

S o l d o t n a ,  A K  9 9 6 6 9
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g  ALASKA 
g  COMPUTER 

i  INSTITUTE

April 7, 1997

Dear Representative Hanley:

This letter is written out o f concern fo r the future o f postsecondary education in the state o f Alaska. I am 
convinced that our elected senators and represent,*'>ves arc not aware o f the current trend and certainly not 
aware o f the impact to our communities o f recent steps tlia t have been taken by key administrative sta ff 
members o f the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education (ACPE).

Alaska Computer Institute (AC I) is a private corporation which has served the educational needs o ftLe 
Anchorage and Fairbanks communities for the last thirteen years. The population o f A C I students consists 
o f 30% native Alaskans, 79% women, and 65% other minorities for a total minority population o f 92%. 
AC I serves those individuals who are not able to commit to a two- or four-year collegiate program. We 
train welfare recipients to prepare them for meaningful employment, and we work w ith both the 
Department o f Vocational Rehabilitation the Job Training and Partnership Act to help people make a new 
start w ith their lives.

In March, the management o f AC I made the painful decision to begin a teach out in order to close our 
Fairbanks campus by the end o f June. The remaining students were offered the opportunity to participate 
in teach out classes, transfer to our Anchorage campus with AC I paying transportation costs, get assistance 
w ith buying University o f Alaska-Fairbanks credits, or negotiating a refund. One student transferred to 
Anchorage, one student has elected to move out o f state, two students remain undecided, and the remaining 
students arc participating in teach out classes.

AC I has diligently tried to work with the administrative sta ff o f ACPE in supplying all necessary 
documentation in order to proceed with our plan. However, it is not clear what is required by key s ta ff 
members to prevent the closure o f the Anchorage campus o f AC I and continue the teach out o f the 
Fairbanks students. We have been led to believe that the closure o f ACI-Anchorage is eminent and is to 
take place at an Ap ril lo  Institutional Authorization Committee meen. o f ACPE.

The loss o f Alaska Computer Institute would affect the whole state as we have many students that come in 
to Anchorage from outlying villages and communities. Vocational tra in ing in the state o f A laska is at 
risk. Where are these people going to go when federal mandates concerning welfare recipients come into 
play7 What about the dreams o f the 82 students currently "orolled at ACI? Where do they turn? Who is 
representing their interests? The staff, faculty, and stu >  ., o f AC I axe asking fo r your help. W c hope that 
you, as a representative o f the people o f Alaska, understand the severity o f our situation and the far 
reaching consequences to your constituents.

Respectfully yours,

M r. Robb Woodman, Director 
AC I S ta ff and Faculty

701  E . T u d o r  F id ., S u i t a  101  
IA n c h o r a g e , A K  9 9 5 0 3 MhhiiM (9 0 7 )  5 6 3 -2 2 4 4  

F A X  (9 0 7 )  5 6 2 -1 8 7 5

TOTAL P.02
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CITY OF ANIAK 
P.O . BOX 189 

ANIAK, ALASKA 99557

A p r i l 8 , 1997

The H ono ra b le Mark H an ley 
S ta te  C a p i t o l , Room 507 
Juneau , Ak 99801--1182

Dear M r.C ha irm an H an le y .

The C i t y  o f A n ia k i s  in  d i r e  f in a n c ia l 3 t r a i t s .  We have 
$ 1 2 ,3 6 2 .0 0 l e f t  in  o u r g e n e ra l a cco u n t. I t - c o s ts  th e C i t y
$ 1 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 a month to  o n e ra te .

We a re a t th e  p o in t o f no lo n g e r b e in g  a b le  to  fu n c t io n  
f i n a n c i a l l y  as a 2nd c la s 3  c i t y .  P lease do n o t b r in g  th e
g re a t S ta te  o f  A la s k a in t o  r u in , w ith  a b ro ken down
in f r a s t r u c t u r e  and no 3 t.a te c o n t r o l o f i t s  re s o u rc e s . Even 
o u r fe d e ra l r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  i s  t e l l i n g  you o f th e  d i r e  
consequences o f not. r e s o lv in g  th e S ub s is te n ce d ilemm a . The 
mayors and o th e r e le c te d  o f f i c i a l s  a re w a rn in g you a ls o .

S m a lle r m u n ic ip a l i t i e s  a re g o in g b a n k ru p t w ith  th e 
c u t t i n g  o f S ta te  a id . T h is  i s  je o p a rd iz in g  th e h e a l th  and 
s a fe ty  o f th e  c i t i z e n s .

I f  n o th in g  is  done , th e  F e d e ra l governm ent w i l l , ta k e  
o v e r F is h  & Game management in  O c to b e r. You sh o u ld be d o in g  
w h a te v e r i t .  ta k e s to  r e t a in  A la s k a 's  c o n t r o l o f i t s  
re s o u rc e s . We A la s ka n s can s o lv e  o u r prob lem s o u rs e lv e s !

To b a la n c e  th e  b u d g e t, l e t  th e  peop le o f A la s k a  d e c id e 
i f  th e y  w an t a s ta t e  income ta x  o r no t.. You a re c u t t i n g  to o 
much to  f a s t  i n  y o u r sest- t.o c u t 60 m i l l i o n .  I t  w i l l  cause 
th e  S ta te  o f A la s k a '3  re s o u rc e s and c i t i z e n s  a wc-rld o f 
h u r t .

Look on page 116 o f A p r i l 1997 N a t io n a l G eog raph ic 
Magasine . T he re i s  no im pend ing budge t c r i s i s ,  th e  sky is  
n o t , f a l l i n g .  You a re  b e in g  duped in t o  th in k in g  th e re  is  an 
im pend ing c r i s i s !

Look a t how much damage y o u r o u ts a re c a u s in g . How many 
jo b s  w i l l  be lo 3 t?  How many c h i ld r e n  w i l l  go hung ry? Many 
u n n e c e s s a r i ly . A l l  t h i s  i s  happen ing in  one o f th e  r ic h e s t . 
3 ta te 3  in  th e  u n io n

T h in k ab o u t a l l  th e  unnecessa ry p a in  to  A la s k a you a re 
c a u s in g . You a re  ^ . e a t a u g ^ lT c r f s iT r  o f monumental 
p r o p o r t io n s , i f  you c o n t in u e  w ith  th e 60 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  c u t 
to  th e s ta te s  b u d g e t.

City Manager



D i s t a n c e  

D e l i v e r y
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Promoting d istance education a n d  
communication in Rura l Alaska

M E M O R A N D U M

D A TE : 4-6-97

TO : A la s k a  S ta te - Sena to rs , House o f Rep resen ta tives .

G ove rno r Tony Know les, Lt. G ove rno r Fran U lmer 

Sena to r Ted S tevens, Congressman Don Young

FROM : MARTIN LEONARD III, COORDINATOR, DISTANCE DELIVERY CONSORTIUM. BETHEL ALASKA

RE : SATELLITE INTERCONNECT PROJECT/PUBLIC BROADCASTING - CONTINUED
FUNDING FOR VITAL INFRASTRUCTURE FOR ALASKA

1.

2.

3.

THE FUNDING OF ARCS as the line item in the cu rre n t S tate o f A laska 's 
budge t is a grave m isrepresen ta tion . Almost all of the dollars committed to ‘ARCS’ 
are dedicated to paying the majority of the State's 1.5 million transponder/satellite lease. 
These sta te fund s go to opera te the sa te llite tra n sp onde r in co n ju n c tio n 
w ith d ire c tiv e s o f THE SATELLITE INTERCONNECT PROJECT (SIP) w h ic h  
ove rsees a ll o f the se rv ices mentioned below .

The SIP has developed infrastructure and governance tc m anage the State's satellite 
resource in support of: Public Radio. Public T elevision (rural and urban programming 
stream s). Distance Education, the Emergency Alert System  an d jh e possible pipe-line for
gflfnaute£Pata.transmissiQns (i.e. the iN l f iB N g l l
The upgrade of ou r sa te llite de live ry sys tem to it ’s cu rre n t 'w o rk in g ’ standard 
has increased ou r capac ity to de live r many more se rv ices . The D ig ita l 
upg rade to  ou r sys tem now enable Fou r Video Channe ls , 16 Radio lin ks , 
Em ergency B roadcas ting , and po ten tia l C om pu te r Data Se rv ices to res ide 
where once on ly one v ideo channel p re v iou s ly ex is ted . This has reduced  
operating ex p en ses for everyone involved creating a cost effective reliable m echanism  for the 
delivery of telecommunications initiatives state-wide.

4. The Sa te llite System is the in fra s tru c tu re p ro v id in g fo r bas ic 
te le com m un ica tio n s needs o f all A laskans . The system a llow s fo r reg iona l 
rep re sen ta tio n . This is not just about entertainment TV any more I



T h is S a te liite  sy s te m  and it’s  c o m p o n e n ts  bring A laska to the forefront of  
t e c h n o lo g y  e n h a n c e d  ed u ca tio n  and h ea lth -ca re  d elivery  a s  w ell a s  th e  
w h o le  te le c o m m u n ic a tio n s  aren a.

T h is in itia tive is p o sit iv e ly  a ffectin g  s ta te -w id e , national an d  in tern ation a l 
in terco n n ec tiv ity  for A lask an s and  will e n h a n c e  our p o s s ib ilit ie s  for p erso n a l  
and  e c o n o m ic  grow th .

T h e fed era l go v ern m en t (NTIA) h a s  p rov id ed  th e  fu n d in g  for th e  
d e v e lo p m e n t o f  m uch o f th is  vital in frastructure and th ey  d em an d  r e su lts , t )
w e can de-fund the ARCS/Public Television line item; thereby killing the whole SIP project 
and negating the hard work and dollars committed by Washington. Equipment in place is on a 
ten year lien arid will revert back to the Federal government if no longer being used for It’s  
original intent. We can be held liable by the granting agencies involved and eliminate any 
ch an ces w e have for future funding or 2) we can con tinue  to  fund  the SATELLITE 
/S IP  /  I t 's  Com ponent Services and  m ove fo rw a rd  w ith  the im p lem enta tion  o f 
d ne  o f the m o s t Im portant and w orthw h ile  investm en ts the NTIA , State o f 
A laska  and  p riva te  partners have ever supported . This ‘exem plary p ro je c t’ 
w ill ensure  fu tu re  fund ing  opp o rtu n itie s .

ANY DISCUSSION OF THE ELIMINATION OF PUBLIC 
BROADCASTING / ARCS TV / FUNDING OF THE SATELLITE 
TRANSPONDER; HOWEVER IT MAY BE PRESENTED, WILL:
• KILL ANY OPPORTUNITY TO MOVE AHEAD WITH VITAL 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS INITIATIVES WITHIN OUR 
STATE.

• SET STATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS PROJECTS BACK 15
YEARS (THIS INCLUDES: TECHNOLOGY ASSISTED 

EDUCATION AND HEALTH CARE, EMERGENCY 
SEP’,'ICES, AND COMPUTER INTERCONNECTIVITY).

• PLACE US IN EXTREME DISFAVOR WITH FUNDING 
AGENCIES VITAL TO THE GROWTH OF OUR STATE-WIDE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS INFRASTRUCTURE.

* Preserve funding for the Satellite Transponder. 
Preserve Public TV, ARCS, Public Radio, the Alaska III 

Education Channel, Gavel to Gavel, Emergency 
Broadcast Services and State-wide Interconnectivity*

Fund Vital Telecommunications Infrastructure - it’s
important for all Alaskans.
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[i PR  07 A p r il 3 , 1997
Represen ta tive  M a rk  H an le y  
A laska State H o u s e  o f  Representatives 
State C a p ito l R o om  507 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

D ea r R epresen ta tive  H an ley :

W e , the unders igned  D epartm ent Heads o f  the U A F  C o lle g e  o f  L ib e ra l A rts (C LA ) , w o u ld  
lik e  to  express o u r deep conce rn  about the budget cuts b e in g  d iscussed by  the Leg is la tu re  
!i,r the  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A laska system , and, in particu lar, the nega t ive  im pact that any budget 
redu c t io n  w i l l  have on o u r Co llege's a b ility  to  d e liv e r a qua lity  a cad em ic  exper ience for 
A laskans.

W hen  the U A  budget does not g row  in  real terms, academ ic program s bear the brunt o f  
the resu lt ing  budget reduction . T h is  trend canno t continue! O v e r  the past f iv e  years, C L A  
has absorbed repeated "adm in istrative taxes" on  its budget, and, n o w , there are no 
d iscre tiona ry  funds left to cut. In  recent years, C L A  has lost 27 facu lty  pos it io ns . These 
m iss ing  facu lty  pos it ions matter--they represent lost spec ia lt ies creating  h o llo w  spaces in  
degree program s, and they represent an e co nom ic  loss to the Fa irbanks com m un ity  and 
the State. Last year the C L A  facu lty  trave l m oney  was e lim ina ted  a ltogether, rem ov in g  
th is v ita l o pp o rtu n ity  for facu lty  deve lopm ent. W e  recen tly  leam eo  that most o f  the C L A  
lecturer p o o l w il l  not be funded next year. Lecturers are ad junct teachers w h o  support 
degree program s, so m any classes that students need w il l  be cance led  next semester.

W e  s im p ly  canno t co n t in u e  to  absorb budget reductions at the C o lle g e  le ve l and sustain 
the h ig h  qua lity  academ ic opportun it ie s  that A laskans deserve from  the ir U n ive rs ity  
exper ience . W e  w o u ld  lik e  to have the C L A  budget g row  to reflect the need fo r q ua lity  
in-state h ig he r educa t ion . H ow eve r , i f  the L eg is la tu re  con t in ues to  d iscuss budget 
reductions  fo r the U A  system , then w e  b e lie v e  that it is im portan t that y o u  recogn ize  that 
the adm in is tra t ive  structure cannot be re lied  upo n  to cu t itself, and once  aga in , the 
reductions  w i l l  fa ll d isp ropo rtiona te ly  o n  the heart o f  the U n iv e rs ity—its ins truc tiona l 
program s. I f  past exper ience is a gu id e , then any budget redu ct io n  w il l  d ec im a te  a lready 
ser ious ly  underfunded  academ ic degree program s, and u lt im a te ly  the services that 
A laskans expect from  the ir U n ive rs ity .
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W e  thank you  for you r cons ide ra tion . 

V e ry  tru ly  yours,
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P.O. 130X82100 
FAIRBANKS AK 99708 
31 MARCH 97

REP. MARK HANLEY
CO-CHAIR, MOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
716 W 4™  STE 300 
ANCHORAGE AK 99501-2133

R E C E I V E D  

APR o 7 1997

Dear Representative I lanlcy:

I am writing to express iny concern over the House Finance Committee’s FY 98 UA 
operating budget proposal. As a UAF student for several years, 1 have seen die impact ofbudget 
cuts trickle down to my level in the Form o f increased tuition and user fees. While 1 don’ t agree 
with every fee that has been imposed upon me as a potential user o f various services, I can 
appreciate the need to make these things more self-supporting. For example. I don’ t use the 
I Icalth Center, the Recreation Center or Computing Services, yet I pay to support them.

I have learned that this year’s budget euts w ill like ly result in the loss o f lecturers to the 
College o f Liberal Arts. I am majoring in I lislory and Political Science, so these cuts w ill affect 
me directly, in spite o f the fact that I ’m supporting things I don’ t use. CLA lecturers are self- 
supporting, as their services are paid via student enrollment to their classes. I realize your 
committee didn’ t make this decision, but as long as UA ’s budget continues to be cut, students o f 
“ impractical” liberal arts degrees w ill be the unfortunate beneficiaries.

I wish to hear your opinion on how you think the University o f Alaska might continue to 
provide quality and affordable education to Alaskans and promote economic development. It is 
becoming increasingly more d ifficu lt as each year brings a budget cut. I desire to remain in 
Alaska and contribute to its growth. As an Alaskan. I am disconcerted by the lack o f legislative 
investment in Alaska’s future through support o f education for its constituency.

Vc iy tru ly yours,
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Representative Mark Hanley 
F A X  465-2418

Dear Representative Hanley,

My nam e is Marg Parsons. I currently work in Public Assistance in Sitka and 
have been involved in human services for 20 years. I am writing express my 
concern of the proposed budget for Health and Social Services.

I have felt for many years that the welfare program in both the United S tates and 
Alaska desperately needed reform. I fully support the current and proposed 
reforms of the Food Stamp program and Aid to Families W ith Dependent 
Children. I firmly believe that with the present budget the goals of the proposed 
reforms can be obtained in the projected time line.

Unfurtunately, with the projected budget cuts I do not believe the reforms are at 
all possible and the project is doomed to certain failure.

The projected budget will make it  impossible to implement the basic elements of 
the new welfare delivery system, including the Welfare-to-Work orientation, 
community referrals, eligibility determination for the Diversion Program and 
development and monitoring of the Family Self-Sufficiency Plan. I want to point 
out that those last two were mandated by the State Welfare Reform legislation 
passed in May 1996.

The welfare case loads will not drop immediately. The information 'rom  the 
other states that have been successful show that perm anent drops occur 
gradually and tim e is needed to work with the recipients. The resources need to 
be there for the field workers and the recipients. Cutting child care, Welfare-to- 
Work programs and the other proposed systems will not allow my departm ent to 
do the job the legislature have requested of us. And in many cases, federal 
funding in contingent on a  certain success rate.

This should be an exciting tim e to be involved in welfare. 1 am aware of the 
feelings among the workers who will implement the reforms and we are 
enthusiastic to reduce the welfare roles, to reduce the abuse of the system and to 
increase the number of productive workers in the state. With the existing budget 
it can be a  success.

Please consider the negative impact upon the whole state, not ju st the current 
welfare recipients, of the budget cuts. You have requested the Department to 
implement reform, we are eager to do the job, now please give us the tools to do the 
job right.

PO Box 6461 
Sitka, AK 99835


