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To: House Finance Secretary
Re: Made In Alaska Program
March 21st., 1997

,lﬂ\ll”gls ygu to support a full $50K in General Funds Appropriations to the Made In

aska Program. L . . .

MIA represents an "Honest Face” in retail sales and is very appealing to the tourist
trade. MIA connects and promotes the many faceted talents that abound in Alaska. It
IS one more thing that we can all be proud of;

Sincerely,

Candus Mowery
POBox 3086
Homer. AK 99603
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Senator Bart Sha*rp . "
Alaska State Legislature

sappoaed;to *ithi«riEi »
- NI of- ° . .
(-iS/«'SC v This prbgran'! nit som- cut,;™ by the bi(ﬂ/ogist involved, to the
| aniBkl rights people ahd- antlhunt]ers;

. v ° - *

n::local neetinigs'ion ' the plan, tihe people of. Tok; were ;strongly
apposed to “.Certain parts of the/plan, yet our objections Bade no
difference in the fine.l proposal.;,

The'hunting qguota has been cut to 1/3 of the ‘previous liw it
although the biplogist’ ownresearchshowed that !hunting had no
significant bearing on .heard size;.

L [ * M- vilveid . : i X Ljj.»:? roe .

£ uWif/.cost, ; #3QQ!i--p00>j7Qr;.;.ah experlBontaI prbgilA«l that .. .Bight

ifyim.-" wbrk.lar»d.;;hp;~*aal Consequences' if "it' does o'r mnot. 'The
stat» is supposed to .be short of boney.

I an the Chief of Tok Area EMS,i the aubulance service for the
UPP»| Tananna V alley/ eore than 20,000 square Biles.

1
EBergency services in -Alaska are in trouble. There;are not enough
o /vy X . itapogis#** and; dispatchers. Fire Dcpartnents and 'EHS services are
grading and ,dlsappearillng.

sweer;?/1X;rS.tkte funding f o* EHS'support, aubh as Interior Region EMSC, has
"stajyed o, flat or decreased for. s'ij*eral years Baking their ability
?

. ' tO ;h4lp. us less' and. less. ,
: State! funding for EHS capital oquipnent has been nothing for 3 or
4 years. m ' e :
f T* .
. our -ipriorities in order, peoplefirst. ;Adequate
T '-e'eeb.rgenoy cervioee should be a priority at all levels of
|

gbvie®nnent. : : ! I

. RS . i . om , .
%(X- i; e Thbre- is a privatebounty prograla’. in effect for Wolf control in
........ th.e; 40-Mile area(,.:it does seen to be working and it cost* the

M" nsw.

i
TOTPL P .03



15:27 KATMAILAND.  INC. ' NO.004

ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE DE3 SKAL CLUBS
. NOTTHAMNCAN KA GNL
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Xl-migt'o* .
 ALKA
March 21, 1997

PAX TO: Al Legislators

PROM: SKAL club of Anchorage
Raymond Pi. Petersen
President

RR: proposed b.udgelt for Tourism

Dear Legislator,;-. ...

The SKAL Club of Anchorage is a member of the international
Association of SKAL clubs, an international organization of

tourism professionals; .

At our monthly meeting, last night it was unahiTOusly resolved
that: ; *le T ¥

1. We are opposed, to any cuts in the tourism budget.

2. It ia our feeling that it is irresponsible to cut state

funding that promotes the only major growth industry in the
state, and the industry with the most potential ior growth.

3. We know that,, small tourism businesses in particular depend
on the marketing programs, provided by the Alaska Visitors Assn.

4. This proposal will cost Alaska jobs. Jobe.that will go to
other tourism destinatipns with which we coapete. ' Alatka '
tourism companies do not compete with each other so much as they
compete with other tourism.destinations.

Our member list. ie. follow ing. This was a unanimous resolution.

001
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into ttie record my testimony to me  ~flpU-SP» ~ItSucJge_ " _
committot name
committee on [ dated —
—bll/sdqect—
Op?ra+)rvj ™ u f
Signed: . po
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
P b <£ox_ <E?Yr
Address

9d2z£& "kzQ £2L

Pnone no.

90'd 5106682 'ON X\VJ OH W33l 62:11 ISJ A6-12-HW



Mar.21

97 16:30 Uid»o-Conf. Room . FAX 9077763033

Alaska spends less on post-secondary vocational education that almost any state in the union,
yet a significant percentage of Alaskan jobs require those skills. The result is that too often
industry hires skilled workers from outside to fill local jobs and kids go outside to find the
jobs for which they have been educated. In looking for ways to cut the overall budget, is the
legislature being swayed by academic learning institutes who want to prepare ALL students for
college and who want to see more support for academic institutes than for vocational/technical
Instates? If you cut out the ability for AVTEC to collect revenues, then the UNOCAL program
- a model example of being responsive to industry neads - and all others like it would be
killed. Industries could no longer contract directly with the school. Programs could no longer
be tailored to industry needs. The school could no longer gauge the needs of the community
and provide the programs needed at any given time. The school could not respond quickly to
changing business or industry needs. On the other hand, cutting the general fund instead is no
answer either. In order to meet current training needs of business and industry, the school
must be in a position to provide up-to-date instruction on modem equipment. Neither is
mining academic institutes into for-profit organizations an answer. While it is appropriate and
lucrative to have business and industry chare the cost for site-specific programs, overall basic
education is the responsibility of the state. The idea is to make education more responsive to
the needs of the real people and real jobs in this state. It can't happen without proper funding
and proper support. Thanks for your help.
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Ton Dean
Box 742
Tok, Ak. 99780
March 20, 1997

Alaska State Legislature
House Finance Connittea

I an Chief of Tok Area Eh”, the ambulance service for the Tok
area. *

I an in favor of the elimination of the Division of Tourism and
cutting the budget of the Alaska Tourism Market. | feel that the
state should stop promoting tourism for the following reasons.

Tourism does not produce a real value product. Tourist money is
second hand money that depends on high value jobs. All jobs
depend on real products. When there are no more jobs there will
be no more tourist.

Tourism hinders the development and continuation of real product

production; ie. oil, timber, fishing and mining.
Tourism has hindered the management of our wildlife, ie. wolf
control.

Tourism does produce a lot of jobs; but for the most part they
are short season and low paying that pale in comparison to the
jobs that the production of real products make.

Tourism puts a heavy strain on our highways.

Tourisc. overloads our emergency services. There are not enough
Troopers and Dispatchers. Rural ambulance services and clinics
get extremely overworked with clinics not big enough to handle
the volume. Volunteer services become their busiest when they
have the fewest available members. Many tourist ere older people
on medicare and emergency medical cervices lose money on every
medicare patient they help.

| do not believe the tourist industry is paying its way in
Alaska.

If the State does not have the money to provide adequate
emergency services then it should not be promoting an industry

that increases the need.
Lets put Alaska back to work producing real proc. cts.

Sincerely

Dean
nnt

TOTPL P .01
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Ketchikan Visitors Bureau
131 Front Street

March 20, 1997 Ketchikan, AK 99901
(907) 225-6166
Representative Mark Hanley (907) 225-4250 fax

Representative Gene Therriault, Co-Chairs
House Finance Committee

Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol-Mail Stop 3100

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Hanley, Representative Therriault and Members of the House Finance Committee,

I am writing on behalfofthe 163 members of the Ketchikan Visitors Bureau to indicate our distress over
the House Finance Subcommittee’s proposed cuts to the Alaska Division of Tourism. It is our belief that
the committees recommendations amount to the abolishment of tourism nwrketing, through cuts being
considered for both the DoT and the ATMC.

On a local level, industry contributes conservatively, one third of our total budget for KVB programs.
ATMC funding is also based on industry contributions. | would hope that in this time of shrinking state
revenues, legislators would reward this type of public-private partnership with continuing support as an
example of how best to maximize state funds.

Our area already faces economic devastation due to the loss of timber industry related jobs. While
tourism will not replace what was lost, it certainly has been seen as an industry that will help us bridge
the gap. We rely heavily on the state’s marketing and promotion to attract potential visitors to the state.
The methods used to get the Alaska State Vacation Planner into the hands ofvisitors ultimately results in
getting the Ketchikan area guide to those visitors as well. Without support for marketing our product,
the Ketchikan area and the outlying communities in the southern southeast region will continue to lose
ground in our efforts to compete with other destinations who receive public support for promotion of thoir

tourism industry.

| recognize the effort put forth by our legislators lo produce a balanced budget, but | urge you to consider
the chain reaction that eliminating the states tourism marketing will create for our membership and the
vast majority of small businesse.. which make up this states visitor industry’. Please reconsider the
recommendations of the House Finance Subcommittee for Commerce and Economic Development and

act to maintain funding for these programs.

Sincerely,

Patti Mackey
Executive Director

cc: House Finance Committee Members

Senator Robin Taylor
Representative Bill Williams
Senator Jerry Mackie
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Representative Albert Kookesh

Alaska Visitors Association

Ketchikan Chapter-AVA

Ketchikan Visitors Bureau Board of Directors
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By: Cole Sonafrank

rEC&'VED Mayor Jim Sampson
Karen Parr

‘ Nancy Webb
I\PR 15 '®97 ChernyKllgore

Introduced: 04/10/97

Adopted: 04/10/97

RESOLUTION NO. 97-036

ARESOLUTION REQUESTING AT LEAST LEVEL FUNDING
FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska is facing a major reduction in funding
in the fiscal year 1997-98 proposed budget; and

WHEREAS, the University budget has been cut successively for 10 years
with a cumulative cut of 30 percent while enrollment has increased by 10 percent; and

WHEREAS, the Governor proposed a $530,000 reduction in university
funding. The House approved version of the budget proposes a $2.7 million cut and
the Senate has indicated a reduction of $3 million; and

WHEREAS, the University of Alaska's statewide operational costs have
increased nearly $10 million for items such as unfunded salary increases, higher coal

prices and increased maintenance costs; and

WHEREAS, the university's reputation for excellence in scientific
research has continued to grow bringing more than $46 million of federal grant funds
into Alaska in 1996, an increase of 33 % in five years. While this grant funding has
increased, it represents new and additional work and therefore has increased the need
for State infrastructure support rather than offsetting budget cuts as some legislators

have argued; and

WHEREAS, the university's main Fairbanks campus would directly absorb
about half of any cuts or cost increases. Since Fairbanks is the center of most of the

university's research, the indirect impacts may be even greater; and
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WHEREAS, in Fairbanks, the University of Alaska contributes greatly to
the local economy by providing @ modern university which attracts students; a research
facility which attracts persons from throughout the world who come to the campus for
various research projects; business which uses the University for research projects,
students for intems, and produces products because of the proximity of the University
and its scientists; and by contributing to the economy though ‘he payroll of University

employees; and

WHEREAS, without the needed funds to properly operate the University,
students will be less likely to be attracted to attend the University of Alaska, the
University will fail to attract quality professors and research scientists, government
officials from both the United States and other nations will be less likely to utilize the
services of the university, and the quality of education, in Alaska, will deteriorate.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fairbanks North Star
Borough Assembly strongly urges funding for the University of Alaska be at least the
same level as last year, recognizing that lact yoars funding will still not address the

additional expenses facing the university this year.

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED that the Legislators of the State of Alaska
recognize the need for a quality university system to encourage Alaska students to
attend post secondary education in Alaska, attract noted professors and scientists from
throughout the world, and to attract businesses both doing research and commerce

with the University of Alaska.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution shall be sent .
to the Honorable Tony Knowles, Governor, Stale of Alaska; the Honorable Drue Pearce
and the Honorable Bert Sharp, Co-Chairs of the Senate Finance Committee; the
Honorable Gene Therriault and the Honorable Mark Hanley, Co-Chairs, House Finance
Committee; and all members of the Interior Delegation.

RESOLUTION NO. 97-036
Page 2 of 3
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PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 10TH DAY OF APRIL. 1997

ATTEST:

Mona Lisa Drex|
Mun?cipal Borough Clerk

Ayes.  Bartos, Sattloy. Quakenbush, Sonafrank, Panr, Kilgore, Webb, St. John,
LaSota and Hove

Noes;  McBricke

RESOLUTION NO. 97-036
Page 3 of 3



04/14/97 15:00 MCTIMS FOR JUSTICE (907) 258-0740 P. 002
VICTIMS

fO f JU StiC G 619 East Fifth Avenue <Anchorage, AK 99501
(907) 278-0977 *Fax: (907) 258-0740
April 14, 1997

Representative Mark Hanley, Co-Chair Finance Committee
House of Representative
State Capitol Room 507
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

Victims for Justice is grateful for the $25,000 legislative appropriation we received from the Nineteenth
Alaska State Legislature. It is our sincere hope the Twentieth Alaska State Legislature will continue to
demonstrate your commitment to helping victims of other violent crime by appropriating 550,000 to
Victims for Justice for FY 1998.

Fictims o fother violent crimes include the women, children and men who arc surviving family members and

friends o fhomicide victims, as well as those who have been physically and emotionally assaulted by violent crime
(felony assault, dwi's, robbery, and burglary).

Today, Victims for Justice remains the only organization in the State of Alaska that provides support to
victims of other violent crime. During 1996, Victims for Justice provided direct victim services to over
1400 individuals through: crisis intervention; specialized grief counseling, advocacy and support
throughout the criminal justice system; and through communriy education and prevention.

¥ Crisis intervention to 135 new clients.

* Individual and peergroup specialised griefcounseling to 231 totalclients (644 hours).

« Advocacy and 'vpport throughout the criminaljustice system to 421 totalclients (491 hours).

« Community education and prevention to 46 speaking engagements reaching over 1300 individuals and

Information and referral to over 700 total clients.

This level of service, a; well as the competing demands of the operational and fundraising efforts are
provided by a small three person staff. During FY 1996 over 56MM in crime victims funds passed
through the Department of Public Safety, yet Victims for Justice received only $32,700, less than 1%
During FY 1997 the only stable fundingVictims for Justice will receive is:

CDVSA $33,250
Legisladve Appropriation $25,000
HSM G $15.000
TOTAL S73,280

I: is our sincere hope the Twentieth Alaska State Legislature can provide to Victims for Justice for FY
1998 the $50,000 in financial support needed to ensure the State of Alaska is responsive to the needs of
aif victims of violent crime, not only the victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. The victims of
other violent crimes, survivors of homicide victims and physical assault, deserve to be recognized and
provided with victim services by the state.

Sincerely, v

Janice Lienftart
Executive Director

Providing services to survivors offomicide victimsand physicalassault
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REPRESENTATIVEJOHND A V )AA
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April 1997 No.pages: A.  Time transmitted; A By7
FAX TO: Alaska State Legislature. House and Senate Finance Committees
FAX'NO. 465-3757 House Finance Committee - please distribute to all
Committee members

FAX NO. 465-3753 Senate Finance Committee - please distribute to all
Committee members /

FROM: Celia M. Hunter - FAX NO. 479-4310 Fairbanks, Alaska
(1819 Muskox Trail, Fairbanks, AX 99709-6626)

RE: Maintaining funding for public broadcasting, both radio and TV

My appreciation of public broadcasting began in the 60s. when the first FM
station hegan broadcagtNPRJ)rogramsoverKUAC FM from the UAF. FM
was followed by Public Broadcasting System TV programming in the early *
1970s. The high quality of offerings in both iredhims was a welcome |
addition both in the field of news and of enti rtaininent. They have continued I
to fill a reaIIX essential role in my home ever since, and in thousands of homes
throughout Alaska. The popular support of public broadcasting is ,
demonstrated over and over again in the fundraising drives, wliich

consistently meet their goals.

However successful such fundraising endeavors are, they aren 't sufficientto
keep public broadcasting on the air. The crisis ofa couple of years ago, when
the Legislature demanded consolidation and streamlining of facilities and
operations was met by the management and staffs of both TV and Radio ina
way which optimized available high tech equipment, and cut expenses as
requested. Alaska One and Alaska Community Radio are the result of those
changes. The expansion of coverage to uual Alaska has added many
hundreds of “bush™ households to the networks seived by public
broadcasting. The present set-up is efficient and cost-effective.

~

But additional cuts threaten to disrupt tins excellent system. The niche filled
b¥ Public Broadcasting benefits ihe people of Alaska lrorn many walks of

life. Professional people contemplating accepting employment often ask
about the availability of public broadcasting as one of their criteria for
choosing to accept work in a particular community. They appreciate the
excellent children’s programs available on public radio and TV, which are
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entertaining avid educational, and a welcome relief from the violence often
portrayed m commercial programming.

| served on the Citizen Advisoiy Conunittee for KIIAC FM and TV up until a
few years ago, and this group ofvolunteers gave many hours of their time to *
supporting public broadcasting, helping to maintain its hlgh quality and
presentation of all sides of controversial issues important to our community.
One of my fellow volunteers was June Weiustock, who later was die victim .
ofmob violence in Guatemala, which left her severely handicapped.

However, June's mind is still functioning, even though she’s not able to speak
clearly, and she continues to enjoy listening to KUAC FM and ks wide array
of excellent news broadcasts.

The Ioralty ofso many thousands of Alaskans speaks well for the importance
of public broadcasting in their lives. The relatively minor expenditures

required to keep Alaska One and Alaska Community Radio providing their
essential services to educate, entertain, and link tive citizens of this state in
close-knit fellowship bymeans of top qualltyprogrammmg is one of the most 1

worthwhile expenditures of public monies you folks can authorize.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak in behalf of public broadcasting. ;
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REPRESENTATIVE JOHN DAVIES

FAX Messages to both House and Senate Finance Committees of Alaska

State Legislature
TO: House Finance Committee: FAX No, 465-3757
(Please distribute to all Finance Committee members.) RECEIVED

TO: Senate Finance Committee FAX No. 465-3753 APR 15 1997

(Please distribute to all Finance Committee members)

From: Ginny Hill Wood, 1819 Muskox Trail, Fairbanks, AK 99709
Phone; 479-2754
DATE: April1997 No. Pages: 3. Time sent; !

RE: Support for Public Radio and Public TV |

J
| have contributed annually to KUAC FM and TV more money than 1
have to any other non-profits that | support. That many other Alaskans share
my high re%ard for public broadcasting is proven by the fact that taken al-
together, Alaskans contribute more per capita to tins amenity in their lives
than the citizens of any other states in the USA. We aren't begging for
something for nothing. .

They support it because of the quality of the programming and the
broad spectrum of information, entertainment, and education they receive
sans the insipid, intrusive advertisements that interrupts commercial stations,.
attempting to bequile the 1 itener or the viewer to buy stuff they don’t need
and can't afford. Tcan't afford cable TV, arid, at this stage ofmy life, never

will. i

The folks who put together the programs and run the KUAC station a
have shown they can do more with less, actually improving their
programming by their ingenuity in reorganizing and grouping Juneau, Bethel..
and Fairbanks TV inro Alaska One, in accordance with cuts by tire previous”
Legislature. They should be rewarded, not penalized, for their thrifiiness and;
resourcefulness. Alaska One has brought the "bush” villages into the Alaska =
Community, and is topping their talents for many of their productions —all on.

a do-it-yourself volunteer basis.

Ifthe Legislature can find funding to raise your own expense accounts :
and to fund Arctic Power and trans-national oil company’s efforts to open the

P.

02
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Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil, driIIing—a -'dead horse™ ill
Washington, D.C. this year— you suredylcan find the money to continue
e

?Ublplﬁ blr<oadcast|ng a non-partisan, widely acclaimed communication media;
or Alaska

‘Sgﬁj O‘arrrr\?2J .. J

(A 50-year resident of Alaska) —;
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FACSIMILE

TRANSMITTAL Apais, 1997
To: Honorable Representative Mark Hanley

Alaska State Legislature

465-2418 pii~
From: William A. Maloney, City Clerk flrp | ,

City of;Kodiak < i 5 Jyg7

voice: 907-486-8636
fax: 486-8600

Pages: 3, including this cover sheet

The Kodiak City Council adopted the following resolution at its regular April 10 meeting. Resolution
Number 11-97 urges the Legislature lo fully fund the Alaska Department of T-ansportation and Public

Facilities in the coming year's budget.

Please include this resolution with the information that will be considered in deciding this budget
issue.

Thank you.
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CITY OF KODIAK
RESOLUTION NUMBER 11-97

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KODIAK SUPPORTING FULL BUDGET
FUNDING FOR THE AJUSKA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

WHEREAS the Alaska State Legislature has been presented with a proposal to reduce the FY98
budget of the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT/PF) by nearly twelve million
dollars and to eliminate the manager and staff of the Alaska Marine Highway System; and

WHEREAS this proposed budget reduction would reduce the ability of DOT/PF lo obligate avail-
able and future Federal funds for needed projects throughout the state; and

WHEREAS the proposed cuts would place in jeopardy approximately $200,000,000 in Federal
highway funds and approximately $60,000,000 in FAA funding for aviation facilities in Alaska; and

WHEREAS the proposed reduction would affect current-fiscal-year projects by cutting funding
for seasonal staff beyond July 1 for federally funded construction projects, which funding would
revert to the Federal government to be reallocated to states which would have the ability to obligate

the funds by October I, 1997; and

WHEREAS the Alaska Marine Highway System (AMHS) employs some nine hundred employees
and an annual operating budget of approximately SI 00,000,000; and

WHEREAS the proposal to make the AMHS Manager's position an additional duty of a Deputy
Commissioner of DOT/PF is impractical, as current workloads would not allow a Deputy Commis-
sioner to devote more than 25% of her or his time to the ferry system, which is not sufficient over-
sight for a system of this size and complexity; and

WHEREAS the proposed cuts would result in declining revenues from the AMHS public, slower
procurementand resupply ofvessels, delays in crewing, slower payroll response, lack of community
participation in schedule development, and other harms to the service quality; and

WHEREAS the Alaska Marine Highway seives as a vital link among the many maritime communi-
ties of Alaska; and

WHEREAS ooth the road system and the AMHS provide the transportation network crucial to the
economic well-being of the entire Stale of Alaska; and

WHEREADS these proposed reductions would effect relatively small savings to the state in com-
parison with the tosses they would entail, and are therefore not in the best interest of the people of

the State of Alaska,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of (he City of Kodiak, Alaska, that the
Alaska State Legislature carefully review the impacts ofthe proposed budget reductions and
maintain funding for the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities at approximately

the current level.

Resolution Number 12-97
Page | of2
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PASSED AND APPROVED this /P day of Apn't__, 1997.

CITY OF KODIAK

MAYOR
ATTEST:

L t4 -
CITY CLERK Y/

Resolution Number 12-07
Page 2 of 2

TOTAL P .03
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NORTHWEST ARCTIC BOROUGH
P.O. BOX 1110
KOTZEBUE. AK 99752
(907) 442-2500 / FAX 442-2930

April 4, 1997

Mark Hanley, Co-Chair

Gene Therriault, Co-Chair
State House Finance Committee
Mail Stop 3100

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Messrs. Hanley and Therriault;

On behalf of the Northwest Arctic Borough, and the eleven communities within our
boundaries, we ask you to fully support maintenance funding for the University of

Alaska.

Based on the level of funds appropriated last year, v/e ask for your consideration and
passage for the same amount during the next fiscal year.

Higher education is important to our residents, and to further erode the gains and
access that have been made available to rural populations who have this need for
education opportunities is being "pound" foolish.

If there is one avenue of hope into the future that is equally available to all
residents throu?hout the state, it is the opportunity to get an education at the
institutions that we can continue to have access to. To further reduce the funding of
the university budget is to deny our residents the opportunity to participate an
secure long term success br having an education system that doesn't become remote

or non-existent in the rural areas.

Ambler. Buckland, Candle. Deering, Kiana, Kivalina, Kobuk, Kotzebue, Noatak.
Noorvik, Selawik, Shungnak



Letter to House Finance Committee

Page Two
April 4, 1997

| would hope that you see this simple request as your moral guidance to keep
education funded at levels adequate for us to participate in from our regional
Perspectlve. We cannot expect to become more self-sufficient if we are to be denied
unds for an education system ifyou continue to cut back funding levels. In recent
years they have been devastating on a cumulative basis.

Pl%gsekcontinue to fund the university system, and restore the proposed $2.5 million
cuthack.

Respectfully submitted
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4-14-1997 10:22AM FROM 19074.633280

P.0. Box 22827
plaska Juneau, AK_ 99802
Reaoor eSS Phone (907) 463-3038
T . ‘Fax (907) 463.3280
ourism E mail awrta @ alaska.net

Assoclation

April 14, 1997

TO:  Sen. Bert Sharp FAX: 465-2070
Sen. Drue Pearce FAX: 465-3872
Rep. Mark Hanley FAX: 465-24J) 8
Rep. Gene Therriault FAX: 465-3884

The Alaska Wilderness Recreation and Tourism Association is comprised of over 300 members,
the majority of which are activity- oriented tourism businesses that depend on Alaska's wild
places for their operations. Our primary goal is to advocate for the protection of Alaska’ wildland
resources for use by tourism businesses and recreational users, but AWRTA also addresses marketing,
legislative and permitting issues that affect our members.

| am writing to express AWRTA member's support for the House version of the Fish and Game budget.
Maintaining adequate funding for watchablc wildlife programs in the state is critical to our segment of
the tourism industry. In a recent market survey done for the Alaska Tourism Marketing Council, 33% of
"high potential” prospective visitors to Alaska mentioned wildlife as one of the first things that comes to
mind when asked about our state. Our members depend on the interpretative and educational materials
generated by the Department ofFish and Game's wildlife conservation department. The Wildlife
Viewing Guide published as a partnership between a number state agencies and non profit organizations
is distributed directly by the Division of Tourism, tourism businesses and tourism trade associations to
visitors who request information in wildlife viewing in Alaska. This material is generated through the
efforts of the Wildlife.Conservation Team at the Department ofFish and Game. In addition, keeping
staff positions intact for the Teaming with Wildlife campaign will help keep the momentum toward
helping Watchable wildlife programs become self sufficient.

| urge you to maintain the level of funding so that the Alaska Department of Fish and Game may
contir]ule their valuable services to the visitors to Alaska and the tourism businesses who depend on their
materials.

Feel free to contact me for more information.

Sincerely,

Ellen Maling *
Projects Coordinator
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jp K\ KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH

\ 144 N. BINKLEY ¢ SOLDOTNA, ALASKA  99669-7599
BUSINESS (907) 262-4441 FAX (907)262-1892

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY

April 10, 1997

Representative Mark Hanley
Alaska State Legislature
Co-Cliair Finance Committee
Room 507, State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

On April 08, 1997, the Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly adopted Resolution 97-026: "A
Resolution Supporting Funding of the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation

Solid Waste Program."

The Mayor and Assembly have requested that you receive a copy of this resolution.

Respectfully yours.

Shirley Olsen’
Deputy Borough Clerk

/rh

Enclosure as noted



Introduced by: Mayor
Date: 4/8/97
Vote: Adopted
Action: Unanimous

KENATPENINSULA BOROUGH
RESOLUTION 97-026

ARESOLUTION SUPPORTING FUNDING OF THE ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION SOLID WASTE PROGRAM

WHEREAS, certain legislators have proposed to reduce, or eliminate, die budget for the Alaska
Department of Conservation (ADEC) Solid Waste Program; and

WHEREAS, any reduction in funding to the ADEC Solid Waste Program would affect
fundamental protection of human health and the environment for all residents of

Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the proposed reduction will have significant short and long term financial and
environmental impacts to our Borough and all sectors of the state population; and

WHEREAS, this proposed cut will merely transfer costs from die state to local governments; and

WHEREAS, the ADEC Solid Waste Program is in the process of receiving solid waste program
approval from Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); and

WHEREAS, EPA allows additional flexibility for management of solid waste only in states with
approved solid waste programs; and

WHEREAS, with the absence ofa fully funded state solid waste management authority, Alaska
will have to strictly comply with EPA regulations which do not allow for state

specific flexibility; and

WHEREAS, without an acceptable state program that allows environmentally sound and timely
management of solid waste in the Kenai Peninsula, open dumps are likely to

proliferate as in the past;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI
PENINSULA BOROUGH;

SECTION 1 That the Kenai Peninsula Borough opposes any legislative effort to reduce or
eliminate the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation Solid Waste

Program.

SECTION 2. That the Kenai Peninsula Borough supports maintaining an effective and credible
state solid waste program capable of achieving program approval from the EPA,

Kaa RriredaBxough Aasda R=dulion 940%6
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CORRECTION

THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENT(S)
HAVE BEEN REFILMED TO

ASSURE LEGIBILITY OR PAGINATION

Central Microfilm Services
Dcpartemcent of Education



Introduced by: Mayor

Date: 4/8/97
Vote: Adopted
Action: Unanimous

KENAITPENINSULABOROUGH
RESOLUTION 97-026

ARESOLUTION SUPPORTING FUNDING OF THE ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION SOLID WASTE PROGRAM

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

certain legislators have proposed to reduce, or eliminate, the budget for the Alaska
Department of Conservation (ADEC) Solid Waste Program; and

any reduction in funding to the ADEC Solid Waste Program would affect
fundamental protection of human health and the environment for all residents of

Alaska: and

the proposed reduction will have significant short and long term financial and
environmental impacts to our Borough and all sectors of the state population; and

this proposed cut will merely transfer costs from the state to local governments; and

the ADEC Solid Waste Program is in the process of receiving solid waste program
approval from Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); and

EPA allows additional flexibility for management of solid waste only in states with
approved solid waste programs; and

with the absence . fa fully funded state solid waste management authority, Alaska
will have to strictly comply with EPA regulations which do not allow for state

specific flexibility; and

without an acceptable state program that allows environmentally sound and timely
management of solid waste in the Ken. Peninsula, open dumps are likely to

proliferate as in the past;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI
PENINSULA BOROUGH;

SECTION 1 That the Kenai Peninsula Borough opposes any legislative effort to reduce or

SECTION 2.

eliminate the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation Solid Waste
Program.

That the Kenai Peninsula Borough supports maintaining an effective and credible
state solid waste program capable ofachieving program approval from the EPA.

Redutin 97-0%6
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SECTION 3. That this Resolution be effective immediately upon enactment.

SECTION 4. Thataccpy of tliis Resolution be delivered to Kenai Peninsula Borough legislators,
Co-chairs of the House and Senate Finance Committees, and Governor Tony

Knowles.

ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH ON THIS 8th
DAY OF APRIL, 1997.

Jack Brown, Assembly President

ATTEST:

/ Boroygh/Clerk * T 7
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Silkn Legislative Informaliort Office (LIO)

210 LakaSlreel, Sitka AK 99835 ¢ Phone:747-6276 Fax:747-5807
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Committees
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Kemplen (kem)
Kohring (kor)
Kookesh (kos)
Kott (kol)
Kubina (kub)
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Mulder (mol)

Davis (day)
Dyson (dys)
Elton (ell)
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Miclmlin (nic)

Other:
Other: Foster (lor.) Ouan (oga)
~Green (grn) Phillips, G. (phg)
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v_Hanley (ban) Rckeborg (rok)
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Hudson (hud)

lvan (iva)

Anchorage (ago)
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Fairbanks/Interior (ini)

Ryan (rya)
Sanders (san)
Therrintill (thr)

Matsu (mal)

James (jam) Vezey (vez)

Joule (jlo)

Majority (mjr)
Minority (mnr) Williams (wil)

$SubjectE\ Filloutthe boxes below OR entera Subject.

HBfifSB Bill number Support .
and chock ono: Oppose Qf]  onloraynnornl Subject
AmentJ (LIO stall may mmlilyj:

Jr.. Sr.. ...

W foo

Zip code

i

(s 47

Senate members

Adams (ada)
Donley (don)
Duncan (dun)
Ellis (oil)
Groon (gro)
Hallord (hat)
Hollrnnn (hoi)
Keily, T. (kol)
Leman (Inm)
Lincoln (lin)
Mackic (mak)
Mill.." (mil)
Parnell (par)

Pearce (pea)

Phillips, R. (phi

Sharp (sha)
Taylor (lay)

Torgorson (tor)

Ward (war)
Wilken (wlk)

jjlyldeSSjdgevourPRINTED message cannotexceed 50 words orcontain any vulgarlanguage.

y ¢ A M A g fh 'O sT ~ P /lb p 6 5
- T b TO M CaxH -P Juxjém s_ ._ A
AA i) N rb c ffi n> ~)
i & ~ ruU e .se " cj u s 0O n
At 1~ A IS T Y /yan y
C )T atT alliY ZAyQ cprjA byr - jz r o 0 D O s
fs > r n

- m

e

d

S

a

u O

/I'p L
vV-"—71 A
‘I'st/lo ap -H

A

/1"

b

i-f

m

A

I s

u-1JL

fre{ (s.
-/

il
/0 A \

35

40

45

50









OLDER PERSONS ACTION GROUP,

325 E. 3rd. Ave., #300
Anchorage, AK 99501
(907) 276-1059 (Toll free 800-478-1059)

FAX (907) 278-6724

received

AOR14 1907

Representative Mark Hanley
State Capitol Rin. 507
Juneau, Ak. 99801-1182
April 4, 1997

Dear Representative Hanley:

Older Persons Action Group, Inc. (OPAG) appreciated the opportunity to participate in a
statewide teleconference March 23,

As individuals and representatives of organizations addressed their concerns, participants
in the audience heard the concerns of their individuals and organizations. Several in the
audience voiced hope that another teleconference would be scheduled.

Recognizing the myriad of issues addressed at the teleconference, a copy of OPAG’s
testimony is attached for your convenience.

Thank you for meeting with constituents.
Sincerely,

Ella Craig, President
Older Persons Action Group

Enc; 1

Inc.



OPAG TESTIMONY ATTELECONFERENCE
Saturday, March 22, 1997

Older Persons Action Group, Inc. (OPAG) is an organization best known for publication
of Senior Voice and we thank you for your on-going support of that publication,

Today, however, we wish to address another program : JOB TRAINING,
PLACEMENT, AND EMPLOYMENT. For more than a decade OPAG has conducted
Nurse Aide Training classes. Curriculum and program are approved by the Alaska Post
secondary Commission. In addition to basic training of Nurse Aide skills, students learn
proper hands-on techniques taught in a clinical setting, ways to communicate with patient
and family, and other helpful information.

OPAG conducts this training throughout the state with funding from grants, job training,
state training and employment assistance, scholarships and individuals.

Unfortunately, many persons eager to pursue careers as a nurse aide have small children
and cannot afford child care or transportation. Some are responsible for the care of both

children and a frail elderly parent.

OPAG encourages increased funding to cover costs of care for child or other dependents
during the hours student is in class; reasonable costs incurred during job search, i.e. dental

needs, eyeglasses etc.
Financial assistance during this crucial t:me will accomplish three goals:
1 Enable persons to enter the fastest growing industry in the state and nation.

2. Provide persons seeking in-home health care to access well trained and
certified Nurse Aides for their loved ones.

3 Enable individuals not eligible to access quality care through private pay.



P.O.Box 20424
Juneau, AK 99802

April 11, 1997

Representative Mark S. Hanley
Slate Capitol, Room 507
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Mark Hanley;

As one of your constituents, | am writing to ask for your support of Adult Basic Education programs
around the slate. | believe our 20 Adult Education programs will be utilized more and more heavily as
welfare reform gathers momentum. Unfortunately, our funding has been cut in the last few years. In
conjunction with the Alaska Adult Education Association, | would advocate an increase in funding of

$300,000.

1 am fortunate to be a full time employee in this field, but most of the staff teaching for this important
segment of our population arc only part-time and have little training. We help students who have not
succeeded in high school for a wide variety of reasons to gel their GED. We also teach resume writing
and offer vocational guidance to completers of our program in an effort to help our students become ready
for the work place. With additional funding we could offer higher quality instruction and provide students

access to current computer technology.

In Southeast we also serve the communities of Ketchikan, Kakc, Angoon, Hoonah, Yakutat, Haines and
Prince of Wales Island. With increased funding we would be able to serve these communities better with
updated materials and technology. Our dedicated teachers in these areas would also have access to

additional training.

At the present time 27% of Alaska’s high school diplomas arc GED’s. Already, since the beginning of
1997,1 have seen an increase in the number of students wanting to improve their skills either to earn a
GED or to enter another training program. Some students who have high school diplomas already arc
finding that they need stronger skills in math and English to attend UAS. Others come to us as the timber
industry dwindles, realizing they need a GED in order to apply to training for mining jobs, construction
jobs or nurse’s aides. In the field of adult education we see ourselves as helping to put Alaskans back to

work.

Please consider this vital need for increased, rather than decreased funding for adult education. | would
be happy to give you a tour of our Adult Ed. Center on 400 Willoughby Avenue, if you are interested. |
look forward to hearing from you.

Enclosed is a fact sheet describing Adult Basic Education.

Sincerely,

Priscilla Colliding
Adult Education Coordinator
Southeast Regional Resource Center



Alaska Adult Education Association Volume 17 Number 2 Winter 1996

1996
ALASKA ADULTEDUCATION
TACTSHEET

More than 27% of Alaska’s high school diplomas in 1995 were GEDs.
The number ofhigh schoolearly dropouts is higher this year than last.

Costperstudentin Alaska public schools is nearly $7,000 per year.

Each adult education student costs the State of Alaska less than $300 for the entire year, with
centers operating from 7:00 a.m. until 10:00 pan. . o

There were.7,906 full time students in Alaska’s Adult Basic Educatjon prog_ramﬁwlastyear.

|There were over 500 persons on waiting lists to enter some ofthe largeradulteducation programs
astyear.

In the pa_steilt_Jhtyears,Ala_skaAduItEducation program participants haveinc.‘eased by 43% while
the funding level has notincreased atall. (Half of thatincrease has occurred in the pastthree

years.)

Lastyear at least 763 Alaskans obtained jobs and 217were removed from public assistance as a
direct result of their increased education through Alaska’s Adult Education programs. (These
f|?ures arederived through shortterm tracking only; long term tracking is notpossible due tolack

of funding.)

AdultEducation programs prepare nearly 1,000 Alaskans each year to enter higher education or
training programs.

With impendinﬂwelfarereform,demandforAduItBasicEducation programs statewide is likely to
rise dramatically to prepare adults forjob readiness.

Oneofthe goals of “Goals 2000 is forafully literate America by the year 2000. The U.S.currently
ranks 49thin literacy among the 158 United Nations member nations.

Instruction in Alaska AdultEducationprograms wasdelivered by 148teachers (mostparttime) and
550 unpaid volunteers in 1995.
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Representative Mark Hanley
Alaska State Legislature

Slate Capitol Room 507 (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

lunderstand that the University of Alaska Anchorage budget will be up for
consideration shortly. | am writing to urge you to consider fully funding UAA’s operating
and capitol budget requests and furthermore to support an expansion of the university’s
budget to enable them to better meet the needs of Alaskans. As amember of
Commonwealth North’s Board of Directors and a participant in the first Economic
Summit, 1am well aware of the obligation responsible Alaskans have to future
generations to live within our budget. |am also aware oi our need for a healthy
economy, and strongly believe that an educated populace is the foundation on which a

diverse economy can be built.

Because | work for a nationai organization | have opportunities to learn about
things going on in other states that affect both the natural and economic environments. |
have been impressed by the clear fact that those states which invest seriously in
education, especially at the post-secondary level, are states with strong economies. Of
particular interest to me are those states that have built diversified economies on a strong
knowledge base, e.g., especially California, Norlh Carolina, and Washington. We have
extraordinary opportunities here in Alaska to develop high tech industries every bit as
good as those in any of other state, but we will lose those opportunities if we don’t make
a significantly greater commitment to higher education. We will continue to export our
“best and brightest” young Alaskans, and we certainly will never attract either students or
faculty to support a Silicon Valley, a Research Triangle, or asingle company like
Microsoft which has spawned a vigorous high lech industry in Seattle, if we continue to
dock our University’s budget.

More personally, it was distressing to have both of my children choose to attend
college Outside, and they did so because.even at that time it was impossible to complete
basic requirements in an expeditious manner because of too few faculty and therefore too
few classes in those core skill areas. As a thirty-plus year Alaskan who cares deeply

recycled /itt/icr
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BY FAX COMMUNICATION (2 PAGES) TO: Anl 1L, B9
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§P§re*8f‘/r%§i2§ Prermiault, Representative 907-465-3834

RE: SEAFOOD AND SANITATION COMPONENT OF THEPROPOSED STATE OF
ALASKA OPERATING BtOGET

Dear Senators Pearce and Snarp; Representatives Hanley and Pherriault
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March 31, 1997

Dear Legislator:

STOP! LOOK! AND LISTEN? PLEASE!

I am an eighteen year resident of this awesome State of Alaska and I am
concerned. I have been a Stare employee since A pril 1979 and | am also a
faith ful voter and, generally, | am a conservative voter.

Il do not know what the views of each and every legislator are sc as you
read this letter you w ill knew if I am talking to you.

I am w riting about the m ajoriry's adamant tone in regards to cutting the
State budget. It seems that, since the decision was made to cut "Xt amount
of dollars from the State budget last session, an attitude of "we are going
to cut the budget that much no matter what" s prevailing on the part of
the m ajority leaders. | can agree that we need to look to the future and
plan accordingly; and | know that there are certain areas in the State
budget that can be trimmed. However, from what | see and hear ir. the news
media and through other State channels, the predicted budget shortfall has
not been as drastic as was originally thought. The main reason being the
higher than predicted o il prices that we are now seeing. As a result, |
believe that the majority needs to back off their stance and become more in

lin e w ith current reality.

BEFORE you cut another dollar from the budget, you need to think again
about who you are and who you represent. | keep hearing that everyone
needs to tighten their belts in lig h't of the shrinking budget. WAY then,
do you think that you deserve 5150/day per diem?!? State goverrur.ent, as a
whole, has been taking cuts for the past 10 years! Unfortunately, not
always where the cuts should have been taken and, yes, there are s till
areas that need to be looked at. As a faith ful, hardworking public
servant, | am appalled and irate that you feel you need 5150/day per diem
w hile, at the same tim e, you cut the employees per diem and failed to honor
a contract negotiated in good faith! Now you are doing it again. As

representatives of the people of this great State, YOU need to set the tone
if you want' to cut thebudget. YOU need to repeal the 550/day increase
that YOU gave yourselves as you were cutting the compensation of those of

us on the street serving the people you represent! YOU need to consider

going to "actual cost" for lodging just as the employees of the States'
largest union do in the interest of saving dollars.

Mow two more b ills attacking State employees have been introduced. HB 188
and SB 150 w ill further eradicate benefits earned by employees,
particularly overtime and retirement benefits, and this w ill most seriously
affect the seasonal employees, who make up the BACKBONE of the state
rorkforce. We work overtime as required. It is not always "convenient"
nd most o ften interrupts family time. We do it because we are
professionals and it is part c¢cf our job. Now these bills want tc remove

overtime from what is considered "compensation" for wus. We work it and it



should most definitely be considered toward our three highest years for

retirement! | feel it is a low down and two-faced move on the part of

those who introduced it!

Budget cuts on che backs of State employees have gone far enough! The vast

m ajority make their homes in Alaska year around. We have families w ho
participate in the local communities and schools. We contribute to the
local economies just lik e everyone else and when we keeping getting cut,
the local communities also suffer as a result. I am asking you to vote
down these absurd bills and quit trying to balance the budget or. the backs

of the employees!

A lot of us seasonal employees would rather work year around. However, due
to funding, that is not always possible. We keep coming back because we
take pride in what we do - serving the people of Alaska. In the Division
of Forestry, where I am employed, the seasonal firefighters are highly
trained professionals. We manage thousands of dollars on wildland fires
and do so under extreme scrutiny. We are part of the state-wide emergency
response system. We work with State, local and Federal cooperacrrs to
manage m ulti-risk incidents throughout the State. Our safety record over
the last 20 years is impeccable! We are seriously understaffed in many o f
the geographic Areas. We are highly concerned that more cuts tc our
budgets w ill result in the less of many of these highly trained people.
This could recult in a lot of new untrained personnel fillin g these
positions ana, as a result, could resuit in serious tragedy.

The fires we experiencec la st season in Southcentral Alaska were the most
disastrous in the history cf our State. Over 350 structures were lost in
the Big Lake fires alone. We may be facing another fire season as bad or
worse than last year due to the lack of snow this winter. We are already
having w ild fire s on the Kenai Peninsula, Kodiak, and in the Mat-Su Valley.
Why hasn't the legislature taken more proactive measures to fill che wvoids
we have. We need more positions and we need an increment to fund them.

Please do not turn your backs on the people you represent.

| could go on but I won't. | hope you have gotten the picture by now. |
would appreciate hearing from any of you, however, please do not send any
canned responses. I f you cannot send a personal reply, then save the

State's money and don't send anything.

Thank you.

Sincerely concerned,

Tom Marok

HC2 Box 707
Soldotna, AK 996609
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g ALASKA

g COMPUTER
i INSTITUTE

April 7, 1997

Dear Representative Hanley:

This letter is written out ofconcern for the future o f postsecondary education in the state o f Alaska. | am
convinced that our elected senators and represent,*>ves arc not aware o f the current trend and certainly not
aware o fthe impact to our communities ofrecent steps tliat have been taken by key administrative staff
members o fthe Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education (ACPE).

Alaska Computer Institute (ACI) is a private corporation which has served the educational needs oftLe
Anchorage and Fairbanks communities for the last thirteen years. The population of AC | students consists
of30% native Alaskans, 79% women, and 65% other minorities for a total minority population of92%.

A C1 serves those individuals who are not able to commit to atwo- or four-year collegiate program. We
train welfare recipients to prepare them for meaningful employment, and we work with both the
Department o f Vocational Rehabilitation the Job Training and Partnership Act to help people make a new

start with their lives.

In March, the management o f ACI| made the painful decision to begin a teach out in order to close our
Fairbanks campus by the end of June. The remaining students were offered the opportunity to participate
in teach out classes, transfer to our Anchorage campus with ACI paying transportation costs, get assistance
with buying University o f Alaska-Fairbanks credits, or negotiating a refund. One student transferred to
Anchorage, one student has elected to move out o f state, two students remain undecided, and the remaining

students arc participating in teach out classes.

ACI has diligently tried to work with the administrative staffof ACPE in supplying all necessary
documentation in order to proceed with our plan. However, it is not clear what is required by key staff
members to prevent the closure o fthe Anchorage campus ofAC1 and continue the teach out ofthe
Fairbanks students. We have been led to believe that the closure of ACI-Anchorage is eminent and is to
take place at an April lo Institutional Authorization Committee meen. ofACPE.

The loss of Alaska Computer Institute would affect the whole state as we have many students that come in
to Anchorage from outlying villages and communities. Vocational training in the state of Alaska is at
risk. Where are these people going to go when federal mandates concerning welfare recipients come into
play7 What about the dreams o f the 82 students currently "orolled at ACI? Where do they turn? Who is
representing their interests? The staff, faculty, and stu > ., of ACI axe asking for your help. Wc hope that
you, as a representative o fthe people of Alaska, understand the severity of our situation and the far
reaching consequences to your constituents.

Respectfully yours,

Mr. Robb Woodman, Director
ACI Staffand Faculty

7201 E. Tudor Fid, Suita 101 . (907) 563-2244
Anchorage, AK 99503 MhhiiM FAX (907) 562-1875

TOIAL P.G2
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CITY OF ANIAK
P.O. BOX 189
ANIAK, ALASKA 99557

April 8, 1997

The Honorable Mark Hanley
State Capitol, Room 507
Juneau, Ak 99801--1182

Dear Mr.Chairman Hanley.

The City of Aniak is in dire financial 3traits. We have
$12,362.00 le ft in our general account. It-costs the City
$14,000.00 a month to onerate.

We are at the point of no longer being able to function
financially as a 2nd clas3 city. Please donot bring the
great State of Alaska into ruin, with abrokendown
infrastructure and no 3t.ate control of its resources. Even
our federal representative is telling you of the dire
consequences of not. resolving the Subsistence dilemma. The
mayors and other elected o fficials are warning you also.

Smaller municipalities are going bankrupt with the
cutting of State aid. This is jeopardizing the health and
safety of the citizens.

If nothing is done, the Federal government w ill, take
over Fish & Game management in October. You should be doing
whatever it. takes to retain Alaska's control of its
resources. We Alaskans can solve our problems ourselves!

To balance the budget, let the people of Alaska decide
if they want a state income tax or not.. You are cutting too
much to fast in your sest- t.o cut 60 million. It w ill cause
the State of Alaska'3 resources and citizens a wc-rld of
hurt.

Look on page 116 of April 1997 National Geographic
Magasine. There is no impending budget crisis, the sky is
not,falling. You are being duped into thinking there is an
impending crisis!

Look at how much damage your outs are causing. How many
jobs will be lo3t? How many children w ill go hungry? Many
unnecessarily. All this is happening in one of the richest.
3tate3 in the union

Think about all the unnecessary pain to Alaska you are
causing. You are ~.eataug”ITcrfsiTr of monumental
proportions, if you continue with the 60 million dollar cut
to the states budget.

City Maneger

P.01
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DATE:

TO:

FROM

RE:

D istance o .
Promoting distance education and

Delivery communication in Rural Alaska

CONSOTrtium po. Box2401 - Bethel. Alaska 99559 = (907) 543-4069  (907) 543-3130 FAX

MORANDUM

4-6-97
Alaska State - Senators, House of Representatives.
Governor Tony Knowles, Lt. Governor Fran Ulmer

Senator Ted Stevens, Congressman Don Young
: MARTIN LEONARD Ill, COORDINATOR, DISTANCE DELIVERY CONSORTIUM. BETHEL ALASKA

SATELLITE INTERCONNECT PROJECT/PUBLIC BROADCASTING- CONTINUED

FUNDING FORVITAL INFRASTRUCTURE FOR ALASKA

THE FUNDING OF ARCS as the line item in the current State of Alaska's
budget is a grave misrepresentation. Almost all of the dollars committed to ‘ARCS’
are dedicated to paying the majority of the State's 1.5 million transponder/satellite lease.
These state funds go to operate the satellite transponder in conjunction
with directives of THE SATELLITE INTERCONNECT PROJECT (SIP) which

oversees all of the services mentioned below.

The SIP has developed infrastructure and governance tc manage the State’s satellite
resource in support of: Public Radio. Public Television (rural and urban programming

streams). Distance Education, the Emergency Alert System andjhe possible pipe-line for
gflfnaute£Pata.transmissiQns (ie. theiN IfiB N gl

The upgrade of our satellite delivery system to it's current 'working’ standard
has increased our capacity to deliver many more services. The Digital
upgrade to our system now enable Four Video Channels, 16 Radio links,
Emergency Broadcasting, and potential Computer Data Services to reside
where once only one video channel previously existed. This has reduced
operating expenses for everyone involved creating a cost effective reliable mechanism for the
delivery of telecommunications initiatives state-wide.

The Satellite System is the infrastructure providing for basic
telecommunications needs of all Alaskans. The system allows for regional

representation.  This is not just about entertainment TV any more |



This Sateliite system and it’s components bring Alaska to the forefront of
technology enhanced education and health-care delivery as well as the
whole telecommunications arena.

This initiative is positively affecting state-wide, national and international
interconnectivity for Alaskans and will enhance our possibilities for personal
and economic growth.

The federal government (NTIA) has provided the funding for the
development of much of this vital infrastructure and they demand results, t)
we can de-fund the ARCS/Public Television line item; thereby killing the whole SIP project
and negating the hard work and dollars committed by Washington. Equipment in place is on a
ten year lien arid will revert back to the Federal government if no longer being used for It’s
original intent. We can be held liable by the granting agencies involved and eliminate an%E

chances we have for future funding or 2) WE CaN COﬂtIﬂUQ to fund the SATELU
ISIP [ It's Component Services and move forward with the implementation of
dne of the most Important and worthwhile investments the NTIA , State of
Alaska and private Partners have ever supported. This ‘exemplary project’
will ensure future funding opportunities.

S T
* SEA Y TR
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* Preserve funding for the Satellite Transponder.
Preserve Public TV, ARCS, Public Radio, the Alaska Il

Education Channel, Gavel to Gavel, Emergency
Broadcast Services and State-wide Interconnectivity*

Fund Vital Telecommunications Infrastructure - it's
important for all Alaskans.
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April 3, 1997

Representative Mark Hanley

Alaska State House of Representatives
State Capitol Room 507

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

We, the undersigned Department Heads ofthe UAF College of Liberal Arts (CLA), would
like to express our deep concern about the budget cuts being discussed by the Legislature
li,r the University of Alaska system, and, in particular, the negative impact that any budget
reduction will have on our College's ability to deliver a quality academic experience for

Alaskans.

When the UA budget does not grow in real terms, academic programs bear the brunt of
the resulting budget reduction. This trend cannot continue! Over the past five years, CLA
has absorbed repeated "administrative taxes" on its budget, and, now, there are no
discretionary funds left to cut. In recent years, CLA has lost 27 faculty positions. These
missing faculty positions matter--they represent lost specialties creating hollow spaces in
degree programs, and they represent an economic loss to the Fairbanks community and
the State. Last year the CLA faculty travel money was eliminated altogether, removing
this vital opportunity for faculty development. We recently leameo that most of the CLA
lecturer pool will not be funded next year. Lecturers are adjunct teachers who support
degree programs, so many classes that students need will be canceled next semester.

We simply cannot continue to absorb budget reductions at the College level and sustain
the high quality academic opportunities that Alaskans deserve from their University
experience. We would like to have the CLA budget grow to reflect the need for quality
in-state higher education. However, if the Legislature continues to discuss budget
reductions for the UA system, then we believe that it is important that you recognize that
the administrative structure cannot be relied upon to cut itself, and once again, the
reductions will fall disproportionately on the heart of the University—its instructional
programs. |f past experience is a guide, then any budget reduction will decimate already
seriously underfunded academic degree programs, and ultimately the services that
Alaskans expect from their University.



We thank you for your consideration.

Very truly yours,
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P.O. 130X82100
FAIRBANKS AK 99708
31 MARCH 97

REP. MARK HANLEY

CO-CHAIR, MOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE RECEIVED
716 W 4™ STE 300
ANCHORAGE AK 99501-2133 APR o7 1997

Dear Representative |lanlcy:

I am writing to express iny concern over the House Finance Committee’s FY 98 UA
operating budget proposal. As a UAF student for several years, 1have seen die impact ofbudget
cuts trickle down to my level in the Form o f increased tuition and user fees. While 1don’t agree
with every fee that has been imposed upon me as a potential user o f various services, | can
appreciate the need to make these things more self-supporting. For example. | don’t use the
Ilcalth Center, the Recreation Center or Computing Services, yet | pay to support them.

I have learned that this year’s budget euts will likely result in the loss o f lecturers to the
College of Liberal Arts. Iam majoring in llislory and Political Science, so these cuts will affect
me directly, in spite of the fact that I’'m supporting things | don’t use. CLA lecturers are self-
supporting, as their services are paid via student enrollment to their classes. | realize your
committee didn’t make this decision, but as long as U A’s budget continues to be cut, students of
“impractical” liberal arts degrees will be the unfortunate beneficiaries.

| wish to hear your opinion on how you think the University o f Alaska might continue to
provide quality and affordable education to Alaskans and promote economic development. It is
becoming increasingly more difficult as each year brings a budget cut. | desire to remain in
Alaska and contribute to its growth. As an Alaskan. | am disconcerted by the lack o f legislative
investment in Alaska’s future through support of education for its constituency.

Vciy truly yours,
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Representative Mark Hanley
FAX 465-2418

Dear Representative Hanley,

My name is Marg Parsons. | currently work in Public Assistance in Sitka and
have been involved in human services for 20 years. | am writing express my
concern ofthe proposed budget for Health and Social Services.

I have felt for many years that the welfare program in both the United States and
Alaska desperately needed reform. | fully support the current and proposed
reforms of the Food Stamp program and Aid to Families With Dependent
Children. 1 firmly believe that with the present budget the goals of the proposed
reforms can be obtained in the projected time line.

Unfurtunately, with the projected budget cuts | do not believe the reforms are at
all possible and the projectis doomed to certain failure.

The projected budget will make it impossible to implement the basic elements of
the new welfare delivery system, including the Welfare-to-Work orientation,
community referrals, eligibility determination for the Diversion Program and
development and monitoring of the Family Self-Sufficiency Plan. 1want to point
out that those last twowere mandated by the State Welfare Reform legislation

passed in May 1996.

The welfare case loads will not drop immediately. The information 'rom the
other states that have been successful show that permanent drops occur
gradually and time is needed to work with the recipients. The resources need to
be there for the field workers and the recipients. Cutting child care, Welfare-to-
Work programs and the other proposed systems will not allow my department to
do the job the legislature have requested of us. And in many cases, federal
funding in contingent on a certain success rate.

This should be an exciting time to be involved in welfare. 1lam aware of the
feelings among the workers who will implement the reforms and we are
enthusiastic toreduce the welfare roles, to reduce the abuse ofthe system and to
increase the number ofproductive workers in the state. With the existing budget

it can be a success.

Please consider the negative impact upon the whole state, notjust the current
welfare recipients, of the budget cuts. Youhave requested the Department to
implement reform, we are eager to do the job, now please give us the tools to do the

job right.

PO Box 6461
Sitka, AK 99835



