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594-5528

Mr. Leonard M. Fabich
PC Box 61
Distribution Affiliation  Reg Voter
Russian Mission AK 99657 05 U
Date POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
03/03/95 N SB 98 Supports
INCREASING CONCERN OVER THE

IWANT TO EXPRESS MY EVER

TEACHING IN A NATIVE VILLAGE FCR 10 YEARS.
IT1IS HAVING ON ECL'CATICN WHILE WELFARE IS

CURRENT WELFARE SITUATION AND THE NEGATIVE EFFECT

CONTINUING TO SUPPORT FAMILIES FCR

DOING NOTHING. ITWILL CONTINUE TO BE AGOAL FOR OUR STUDENT POPULATION.



Senator Lydia Green March 15. 1995

State Capital
Juneau. AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Green:

It was not possible for us to participate in the public heanng regarding Senate Bill 98, sowe're taking this
time left in our day to give you our opinion as we consider hill 98 imponant. We definitely feel that there
should be atime limit of from three years to five years and then cut off welfare to recipients. Welfare

going on infinitely as it is now must stop.

Women on welfare less than 18 and even upto age 21 are probably much better off at horme or in a home
group environment. Presently these women get enough money to become rent paying roomates, and
are more prone to get pregnant again whilst the would be father takes off and leaves them as continued
burdens of the taxpayers. Living with their families has a better prooability that these women might try
harder at getting out of a dependant Slate. Welfare puts party girls in a great situation. They can
continue their lifestyle, if dependant on the taxDayer. without anybody telling them what to do or expecting
anything out of them. By the time these girts realize that their life is really going nowhere it's too late. We
have a fnend whose daughter just tned to commit suicide. Her daughter started becoming depressed
several years ago. She has a seven-year-old daughter, and she's been on welfare since she was
pregnant at the age of seventeen. She's lived with vanous boyfnends. and has had a ‘wild nde of booze,
drugs, and sex. Presently this young gifl feels that her life is a dead end. Maybe if she had stayed home
she may have tned to do something more -with her life Sol™Sgree that a requirement for young teens
requesting welfare should be a home environment of some sort. Their chances of success would be

much better in our opinion.

With regards to takrng away the Alaska permanent fund dividend from those on welfare, we are definitely
against it No one who qualifies should be denied their permanent fund dividend. That dividend comes
from monies received as a result of taxes paid to Ihe State by the ol companies when they dnll ol out
cf this land. As citizens, we have no mineral nghts to our land (as we should have) so this is the only
payment we're receiving for ail taken out of our Slate. In Texas, for example, residents have mineral
rights to their land so they get paid if all is taken from their land. We get nothing. Only the State
bureaucracy gets paid, and the permanent fund dividend is the tiny dnbble we citizens receive All
citizens deserve that at least. If welfare recipients have their checks stolen, then pretty soon another
group of citizens will be picked to have their portion stolen until nobody will get it No. the permanent fund
should not be taken away.

With regards to reducing welfare benefits by six to fifteen percent, we do not believe it should be reduced
if the plan is to cut the whole thing after three to five years. The people who really need the help cannot
aiford to get less. Those who don't need the heip. but are just sucking off the svstem will be off it
eventually when the cut off time amves and hopefully cause a sort of balance.

Finally, wo hope bill 98 when finally passed (if passed) does 'vnat 1tis supposed to do....pr*'vent abuse
of the system: not try to take away more from those who do need it

Sincerely. s)

MAR 2 0 1995



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the w ]
committee name

committee on ~ W no , dated ?1. =
bill/subject

You have my wholehearted support on th.s bill.

Testifier

Representing (Optional)

1 ]J.rtu 57 aofio Q
Address
QA",
Phone No

MAR 27 1995
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the -EZItr., r.c,;ca.,:or. ir.
committee name
Services Senate ?2/?n/
committee cn r dated— = e
bill/siopc:

he support SI ?8 "Personal Responsibility Act of 1995" because
the workers in the state and nation can no longer afford to
support welfare programs to the extent they have been supported

years.

J
a college degree. It should be sufficient that the can find
honest work in order to pay for college if that is their goal.
They will put a great deal more value on the degree once they

earn it.

In order for the jobs concept to work the legislature should
next look to passing rules and regulations to encourage rather
than discourage business and resource development. Suggest
a sliding scale of regulations to heio small*businesses get

started.

Thanks fcr your hard work.

Signed: _ £ '-0 7 L
Testifier Vv

AU Loc\ lie
Representing (Opucnai)

Address
CHliv

Phene No.
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263-4419

IVF. Ryan M. Lance
12955 Lindsey Dr
Distribution Affiliation ~ RegVotor
Anchorage AK 99516 05 Y
Dato POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Rcsponso Subject
03/22/95 N SB 98 Supports

| SUPPORT YOUR EFFORTS ON SB 98 TO REFORM THE WELFARE SYSTEM. I'M SURE YOU ARE HEARING ALL
FINDS OF OPPOSITION FROM THOSE WHO HAVE A VESTED FINANCIAL INTEREST IN MAINTAINING THE STATUS

QUO. KEEP A CLEAR MIND AND HOLD
FIRM. YOU Ar.J DOING WHAT MAKES SENSE.



745-1951

Ms. Cam Feaster

HCO02 Box 7349C
Distribution Affiliation ~ Reg Voter
Palmer AK 99645 05 Y
Date POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
03/24/95 C SB 98 Supports

| SUPPORT SB98 AS WRITTEN. THE WELFARE PROGRAM NEEDS TO BE REDIRECTED TO SUPPORT THOSE
INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE TRULY IN NEED. SO MANY PEOPLE SEE THESE PROGRAMS AS AN EASY WAY OUT OF
RESPONSIBILITY. THEY CAN HAVE

CHILDREN. AMPLE FOOD AND A POOF OVER THEIR HEADS WITHOUT WORKING FOR IT. WE NEED TO CHANGE THE
PUBLIC'S THINKING. WELFARE SHOULD BE A LAST RESORT. NOT A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY.



346-3321

Ms. Carol Jensen

4800 E 112th Ave
Distribution Alfllintion  RegVotor
Anchorage AK 99516 60 Y
Date POM Sant Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
03/27/95 N SB 98 Supports

WELFARE RECIPIENTS AND THE VULTURES WHO LIVE OFF THEM (SOCIAL WORKERS. ETC) WILL ALWAYS WANT
MORE. NEVER LESS. THE PUBLIC DOESN'T WANT TO KEEP PAYING TO SUPPORT THE LAZY LIFESTYLES OF

EMPLOYABLE AGE HEALTHY PEOPLE.
REINSTATE HB 70 AND SB 37 TO KILL THE HOLD HARMLESS PROGRAM FOR ALL BUT THE LOW INCOME ELDERLY

AND DISABLED.

Mr W De Jones 373-2831
HCRO1 69G
Distribution Affiliation ~ Reg Voter
Falmer AK 99645 24 U
Date POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Responso Subject
03/27/95 C SB 98 Supports

'MALL FOR CUTTING. | HAD 2 NEIGHBORS ON WELFARE. WHEN THEY GOT THE DIVIDEND. THEY PUT IT ON THE
BAR AND TOLD THE BARTENDER TO LET THEM KNOW WHEN IT WAS USED UP. I'D LIKE TO SEE WELFARE

RECIPIENTS HAVE MORE PRIDE. IT SEEMS
TO BE ONE GENERATION AFTER ANOTHER. | SUPPORT SB 98 AND THE BILLS THAT ELIMINATE THE HOLD

HARMLESS PROVISION OF THE PFD TOO.



Ms. Robert J. Cochran 243-3439

6209 Chevigny St
Distribution Affillntlon  Reg Voter
Anchorage AK 99502 20 U
Date POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
03/28/95 N SB 98 Supports

| AM IN FAVOR OF SB 98. WHAT STARTED AS AHELPING HAND HAS BECOME TOTAL SUPPORT. CONTINUING
INDEFINITELY UNDERMINING CHARACTER OF RECIPIENTS. ALSO, | DO NOT WISH TO SUPPORT THOSE WHO

REFUSE TO LEARN FROM THEIR MISTAKES
AFTER RAISING MY OWN FOUR CHILDREN AS AWORKING SINGLE MOTHER.



333-2359

Ms. Alice M. Bray
3441 Harrier Cir
Distribution Affiliation ~ Reg Voter
Anchorage AK 99504 01 U
Dale POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Rosponse Subject
03/13/95 N SB 98 Supports

REGARDING YOUR PROPOSED WELFARE REFORM BILL. | WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT | AM 100 PERCENT IN
SUPPORT OF EACH ITEM AS PROPOSED.

Ms. Louise Pogany 696-2390
PO Box 770323
Distribution Affiliation ~ Reg Voter
Eagle River AK 99577 60 Y
Date POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
03/13/95 I SB 98 Supports

WE ARE IN TOTAL SUPPORT OF SB 98. KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK.

M. Gary Pogany 696-2390
PO Box 770323
Distribution Affiliation ~ Reg Voter
Eagle River AK 99577 60 Y
Oate POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
03/13/95 N SB 98 Supports
AM IN TOTALY SUPPORT OF SB 98. KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK.
IVF. Eric Landenburger 224-3979
PO Box 274
Distribution Affiliation  Reg Voter
Seward AK 99664 01 Y
Dato POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Response Sub|cct
03/14/95 N SB 98 Supports

I'D LUKE TO COMMEND MS. LYDA GREEN FCR HER EFFORTS ON WELFARE REFORM AND DENYING THE
PERMANENT FUND TO WELFARE RECIPIENTS. BETWEEN MY WIFE AND MYSELF. WE WORK THREE JOBS PLUS

COMMERCIAL FISH. LET THE FREELOADERS WORK. TOO.



Ms. Beth Stohl-Reiland 269-6426

HC85 Box 9381
Distribution Affiliation  Reg Voter

Eagle River AK 99577 05 U
Date POM Sont Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
03/10/95 N SB 98 Supports

I AM IN FAVOR OF SB 98 AND AM ASKING YOU TO CONSIDER THE INCREASED DIVERSITY OF RSSPONSBILITIES
FOR STATE EMPLOYEES WHEN DECIDING TO CUT OUR SAURIES.

M. Doug Millard 376-2118
P O Box 870351
Distribution Affiliation  Reg Voter
Wasilla AK 99667 01 Y
Date POM Sent Constituency Bll Number Rosponso Subject
03/10/95 N SB 98 Supports

EUINE, DAVID. CURTIS AND | ARE IMPRESSED WITH AND IN FAVOR OF SB9S.

Ms. Eleanor Nesting 243-5048
7330 Silver Birch Dr
Distribution Affiliation ~ Reg Voter
Anchorage AK 99502 60 u
Date POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
03/10/95 N SB 98 Supports

I WANT STRONG WELFARE REFORM. NOT HALFWAY MEASURES. | LIKE SEN. GREEN'S SENATE BILL 98. IT IS TIME
TO PUT FREE LOADERS TO WORK AND TO QUIT REWARDING UNMARRIED MOTHERS FOR HAVING MOPE AND

MORE CHILDREN.

Ms. Rebecca C. Mlllory 243-0200
4690 Caravelle Dr
Distribution Affiliation ~ Reg Voter
Anchorage AK 99502 05 U
Date POM Scr.t Constituency Bill Numbor Response Subject
03/13/95 N SB 98 Supports

I WOULD LIKE YOU TO SUPPORT SB 98. MY ONLY REGRET IS THAT THE TIME LINE FOR BENEFITS IS FIVE YEARS. IT
SHOULD BE THREE YEARS OR LESS. THE LONGER THE BENEFITS. THE MORE IT CREATES DEPENDENCY |

WHOLEHEARTEDLY SUPPORT THE
IDEA THAT THIS BILL PROJECTS-CREATING SELF-SUFFICIENCY AND PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.



789-4242

Ms. Bonnie J.  Sadac]
7290 Glacier Hwy
Distribution Affiliation ~ Reg Voter
Juneau AK 30801 20 U
Dato POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Rosponsn Subject
03/10/95 N SB 98 Supports

| JUST WANTED TO REGISTER MY SUPPORT FOR SB 98 AND URGE ITS SPEEDY PASSAGE.

Ms. Elizabeth R Eawey 586-1059
428 East X
Distribution Affiliation ~ Reg Voter
Juneau AK 99801 02 U
Date POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
03/10/95 N SB 98 Supports

| THINK THIS BILL WILL HELP PEOPLE TO BECOME MORE PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE IN REGARDS TO PUBLIC
SUPPORT; SPECIFICALLY IN THE FACT THAT NO ONE MAY RECIEVE PUBLIC ASSISTANCE FOR MORE THAN HVE

YEARS AND THAT AFDC
RECIPIENTS SIGN A CONTRACT. THOSE TWO ASPECTS OF THE BILL HAVE MY FULL SUPPORT.

M. aill Paulick 789-0777
9550 Moraine Way
Distribution Affiliation Reg Voter
Juneau AK 99801 01 Juneau U
Date POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
03/10/95 N SB 98 Supports

| SUPPORT THIS BILL. THE STATE IS INVOLVED IN TOO MANY PROGRAMS THAT WOULD BE BETTER
ADMINISTERED AT THE FAMILY, CHURCH OR COMMUNITY LEVEL. HARD COPY WITH DETAILS TO FOLLOW.

M. Kon L. Nesting 243-5048
7330 Silver Birch Dr
Distribution Affiliation ~ RegVotor
Anchorage AK 99502 60 U
QOate POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
03/10/95 N SB 98 Supports

| SUPPORT SENATOR LYDIA GREEN'S SB 98. THE PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY ACT CF 1995. WELFARE
RECIPIENTS SHOULD NOT HAVE BETTER LIFESTYLES AND BENEFITS THEN LOWER INCOME WORKERS. LETS

GIVE WELFARE RECIPIENTS MOTIVATIONS TO WORK.
AND LOW INCOME WORKER'S MOTIVATION TO STAY OFF WELFARE.
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il ~ PO. 30k & ? Palmer. Alaska 9P645-17&7/ I'd 4 ran. (907) 746-49Q1

March IS. 1995

Sen. Lyda Green
Rep. Vic Kohring
Rep. Scott Ogan

Re: le aislatiQii before the House and Senate. Education. Youth Violence

Dear Sen. Green, Reps. Kohring and Ogan:

| have just reviewed over 40 house and senate bills, now in committees. Several of the
public's concerns over weifare reform and child support enforcement are addressed by this legislation.
For example, HB62 & SB109 provide for revocation or denial o f occupational licensing  'hii'.'rc
to pay child support.. SB98 provides for a fairly comprehensive rework of the welfare svstem bv
establishing work andueducat'ion requirements, time limits, citizenship eligibility requirements, and
denies additional aid for children bom to a welfare parent. Legislation which would have an impact
on welfare and child support issues is SB 105, which requires parental or court consent for a minor
female to have an abortion. Lydia and | are generally in support o f the intent of these bills, We hope

ILm# =nme il >»m

Youth Violence
There are several pieces of legislation which seem to address this concern, but fall snort in

failing to provide for any substantive remedy.

HB215 provides for the suspension from or denial of admittance to school for a student’s
disorderly behavior or other condition which wouid cither prevent the student from bcnetitting from
the programs offered. This bill falls short in one area. It requires a felony class conviction to deny
admittance. What about several violent misdemeanor convictions? Otherwise, if that deficiency is
not corrected before a vote, then wc can support the legislation in its present form

HB206 provides for the suspension or revocation ofajuvenile’s drivers license for other than
driving issues. If Section 2 concerning the revocation, suspension, or denial ofa driver's license
were extended across the board to adult also, then 1 do not think that there would be @ "*m w:,'
this bill, other than the association o f the driver's license with non-driving criminal acts Further, the
bill refers to a 'juvenile court " For the offenses listed, there should be MO JUVENILE anything. To



-
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Sen. Lyda Green

Rep. Vic Kohring
Rep. Scott Ogan
Legislation Comments
March 18, 1995

Page 2

intentionally bring firearms to school, or commit a violent act, the juvenile offender should be treated
as an adult at least from age 13 Juvenile should be stricken from the language in reference to the
court, and the ‘court ofjurisdiction’ substituted. Otherwise, we can support the intent of the
legislation.

SSHB104. HB125, SB29, SB 102 all address the need for disclosure ofjuvenile criminal
records, but fall short of the degree necessary to insure the safety of the community, the school,
school staff and student body | disagree with the protection of the minor offender’s record couched
in each ofthese bills. There is little or no provision for insuring that the school has vital information
concerning a student's criminal acts, This information should be provided to the school
administration and staffon a confidential basis, but SHOLT.D BE PROVIDED AUTOMATIC Aj-c, f
upon registration or conviction. |If a student has a criminal conviction history, then the disclosure
of that history by the family or the police should be mandatory. Same for any violations occurring
during the school year. Notice of any pending charges should not be withheld from the school
administration and affected teachers. However, | can see withholding information on an ongoing
investigation.  Therefore, Lydia and | cannot support this legislation in its present form. There are
too many protections for the youthful offender and too little for society and the schools.

We do support the concept of sealing an individual's youth offense record for misdemeanor
offenses after five years from the last offcnsc-so long as that record can be used by the prosecution
and police in the investigation and sentencing ofany post sealing convictions. However, there should
be no sealing ofcourt records for VIOLENT felony class crimes Simple assault is one thing, assault
with a deadly weapon is another. Today's youth are too well informed about their rights under the
law. They have no excuse for their violence, any more so than an adult offender.

We fully support KB87 establishing youth courts. W are familiar with the concept, and arc
aware ofthe success of the program in Anchorage and elsewhere in the U.S.

HB142 provides for the Department of Corrections to provide forjuvenile detention in adult
facilities. This falls far short of the facilities necessary to insure proper separation o fjuveniles and
adult offenders. Further, it docs not address the need for the establishment ofa new or increased
capacity juvenile detention facility(ies) to address the growing problem ofjuvenile crime. Wc arc
shipping prisoners Qutside for lack ofspace How docs this bill solve anything"



Sen. Lyda Green

Rep. Vic Kohring
Rep. Scott Ogan
Legislation Comments
March 18, 1995
Page 3

SB26 addresses the consequences of the use of firearms by juveniles, but aiso allows for the
sealing of court records. 1do not believe that records of VIOLENT felony class crimes should be
sealed-restoration ofrights for good behavior, yes. but not denying the knowledge ofa violent act
With that exception, we support this legislation.

SB46 provides for the treatment ofjuveniles as adults in District Court cases, with specific
limitations: Possession of tobacco, fish and game statute violations, alcohol, and minor traffic
offenses. What about misdemeanor assault, reckless endangerment, and other misdemeanor acts o f
violence or negligence7 This bill does very little to expand the current responsibility for ajuvenile’s
acts against society. Therefore, while sterling in intent, this bill does not go far enough. However,
if that is all that is offered, then we can support it, but we would rather see the responsibility
expanded to cover ail of the District Court's jurisdiction in criminal matters.

HB202 provides for parental accountability in making restitution for ajuvenile’s damages in
committing an offense.  This bill, oddly enough, leaves out garnishment of the JUVENILE"S
permanent fund dividend, and requires only the parent's(s’) dividend(s) to be garnished to pay for
restitution. This is a glaring deficiency and needs to be corrected. Otherwise, the intent of the
legislation addresses the need for restitution for a minor's acts, but, again, falls short o falso making
thejuvenile offender responsible for the act resulting in harm by leaving thejuvenile's dividend intact.
Therefore, we cannot support this legislation without first correcting that deficiency.

(My perspective is from my experience as a member of the Mat-Su Borough's Youth
Violence and Anti-crime Task Force and with the raising of three children, now of college age—

LDW.)

Driving Issues
HB 10 makes me wonder ifRep Davies is an insurance agent.  This bill requires mandatory

uninsured driver coverage with every vehicle insurance policy sold in .Alaska. | do not believe that
such coverage should be at anyone's discretion but the purchasers. Wc oppose this legislation
Insurance rates arc too high. This bill would force them to even greater levels. How about insura
reform?

HB24 raises the BAC level to 08% for DLT charges The problem is not with the present
level of 10%, which is a reasonable standard There is also a decline in the number of first time



Sen. Lvda Green

Rep. Vic Kohring
Rep. Scott Ogan
Legislation Comments
March 18, 1995
Page 4

arrests, overall. The problem is with the repeat offender and the fact that the offender can walk out
ofa bar over the legal limit. Raising the ante and increasing convictions requiring jail time in an
already overloaded corrections system is ridiculous. Therefore, increasing the number of convictions
IS contra productive. We oppose this legislation on the basis of the lack of deterrence for and solution
to the problem.

HB 204 and SB82 hoth provide for the automatic suspension of a dr'ver's license by
administrative rote upon issuance of a citation for possession ofalcohol with no relation to a driving
offense. The issue of taking a license by the administrative act with no relation to the actual alcohol
is raised. | am concerned with the revocation ofa driver's license for everything under the sun. We
cannot support this forjust a minor consuming issue. DUl isDUI, whether adult or minor.

Miscellaneous
HB210 provides for third party DMV agents. Thisisa GREAT idea. We wholeheartedly

support this concept. | am cenain communities without DMV offices would benefit greatly from this

concept.
HB77 and SB38 provide for the allowance o foff-road vehicles within five miles of the Dalton

Highway for trapping activity. We suppon this legislation. .Although, | see that oil exploration
vehicles arc provided for, but not explicitly stated as to the allowance ofvehicles used in MINERAL
exploration. The current law allows for mining vehicles, but only states exploration in terms o f QOil.
Anoversight that might have repercussions down the road if an exploitable mineral deposit could be
safely exploited within the pipeline corridor

This completes our comments on the foregoing legislation. We hope that you will take our
comments into consideration when you review the above legislation for a vote.
Best Regards,
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State Farm's Car Finance Plan is simple as

OQALE L. CONOVER, AGENT
Auto-Life-Health-Hone ind Business
436 NORTH MAIN ST

WASILLA, AK 99654 PHONE 1907) 376-2478

March 23, 1995

Senator Lyda Green
State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Oear Lyda,

W are supporting your welfare refora efforts. W applaud your
willingness to take on a big issue.

A recent letter to the editor in the Anchorage Daily News suggested
testing welfare recipients for illegal drugs. What a great idea.
Eaployees of governaent and industry who are In responsible positions are
required to test. Wiy not those on governaent handout.'

Keep up the good work!

Dale and Staff

MAR 2 7 1995



55056 PM 3/15/95

Senator. Lvaa Green
Room a:: State Caoita!
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1162

Senator Green

Don't tnrow tms letter awav early Contrary to good communication tre
main intent is toward tne er.c.

The state is to socialistic The carnage cemq ccne is almost ceycna
repair i like to cut in wecsters definition of socialism cut will give you
a creak anc quote tne wecrcs tnat really stanc out. 'cias: ess society *

State employees to nign of wages is tr.e oigcest welfare system, seccnc is
the ecucationai system, carents SCO,000 00 a year wages is caymg ror
S-i0,000.00 a year scnocl teacners. This fact is causing a let of conflict
cetween teacner anc stucent

wnat tne cuclic is seeking are legislatures with some courace to comoat
known excessive expenses, i am for cutting pack on welfare as sucn cut
wouio mucn prefer a star: on tne aocve first.

let me tnank you for your effort in cutting oack state expense cy your

recent dim

Gooc luck in getting your pill into law
V ild

Oavia i. 'White

3-486 HCOI

Sterling, Alaska 9967C

| , ]O *|» > -f . !

I\AAR 2 3 1995



586-6913

M. Phillip L Gay
4410 N Douglas Hwy
Diitributlon Affiliation  Flog Voter
Juneau AK 99801 60 V
Onto POM Sent Conatituency Bill Number Hesponso Subjoct
03/20/95 N SB 98 Supports

CUR FAMILY SUPPORTS PASSAGE OF SB98 (THE PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY ACT OF 1995). THIS BILL WILL
HELP TO PREVENT SOME OF THE WELFARE FRAUD AND DEPENTENTS ON WELFARE BY MANY PERSONS

CAPABLE OF SUPPORTING THEMSELVES AND
THEIR FAMILIES.
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Pep Lyda Green

Ak State Legislature
State Capitol

Juneau, Ak 99811-1.182

Lear Ms Green

Although 1 am not fron you district, 1 want to encourage you to continue your
attempt to cut the genercus welfare benefits that the recipients receive in this

state.

Cur current welfare prcgrams in Alaska are simply subsidising slothfuliness and
non-productivity. Cur benefit levels are the highest in the nation and are attracting
recipients to cur great state in unprecented numbers. Cur previous director, Jan
Hansen, did everything within her power to convince the state legislature that
welfare is not a problem for Alaska, and should continue to be funded at its current
generous levels. The real truth of this matter is diametrically opposed to what Jan
Hansen stated. People are flocking to Alaska, mostly Anchcrace, for the higher

weifare benefits.

The hold harmless program has get to go away. Twenty two million dollars so that
a few select persons get to keep their “"welfare and their permanent fund dividend
rcc. And the 22 million ccmes from all other Alaskans.

kEé“u drive and desire to cut the generous “welfare benefits is commendable. Please
j the effort and realize that working persons, such as myself, are supporting

your efforts.

Anchorage, AK 99504

MAR 2 2 1995



263-4623

IVF. Andrew J, Bond
12100 Woodway Cir
Distribution Aflllintlon  Dog Voter
Anchorage AK 99516 00 Y
Oate POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
03/2195 N SB 98 Supports

| SUPPORT SB 98. PLEASE CUT WELFARE PROGRAMS. THIS STATE CANNOT AFFORD A BLOATED
BUREAUCRACY ANY LONGER. CUT SPENDING IN EVERY DEPARTMENT. DO NOT THINK ABOUT RAISING TAXES.

M. Matt Scully 265-8696
6121 Austria Dr
Qistribution AKlliatlon ~ Reg Voter
Anchorage AK 99516 20 U
Date POM Sent Constituency Bill Numbor Response Subject
03.21/95 N SB 98 Supports

| SUPPORT WELFARE REFORM AS PROPOSED IN SB 98. THESE REFORMS ARE LONG OVERDUE. THIS BILL
ENCOURAGES INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY AND FAVORS THOSE WHO MAKE RESPONSIBLE CHOICES. IT
DISCOURAGES WELFARE AS AWAY OF LIFE BUT

GIVES FINANCIAL HELP AND ENCOURAGEMENT TO ALL THOSE WHO REALLY NEED IT.



product; a decent return

gett and Myers cigarette factory.

college hasket,

Never mind the Tob aceo. & Road In 1964, ‘nearly 6,000 workers bears their nam-
image of poverty and shiftless- manufactured tobacco in the BuII ty.
nesS. Generations of Carolina Tod ay fewer than 750p Between 186,
families puilt homes and put Ie retarn obacco manufacturin ukes Iedb C

their children throu%h school
raising tobacco. In Durham, N.C.,
home “of Bull Durham and once
the tobacco capital of the world,
cigarette factory workers or re-

rlga

Welfare means dividend break

| feel the March 8 "Ouch" editorial was
unfarr trt) en. Ly a Green andhalltfedera]t
come ax-payin askans. This time 0
the ear nPot Rlas kans and thelr chil-
ded OIaved tod ag tax on the permanent
nd dividen or spm askans, the
IRS takes over onethrrg g herr divi-
dend. No one protects tax- l)ung Alas-
(I;an etlrrom the government taking a bite

Welfare recrprents are the on% class of
Alaskans protected from the \;\;lo ernment
getting jts share of the PFD. Welfare was
originally set up to bhe a short term
Program Its purpose w-~s orovrde
H s for food, ds elter and Iothn tor
those who needed temporary help get d

ack ?n therr feet. Ther%fore it does no
seem logical to exclude the PFD as count-
able IinCome In determrnrnﬁ a monthh(

r
U

weIare check. Welfare recipients are al-
read ¥] receiving governmental benefits
that ave no taxab e consequences There-
ore the)(] receive full welfare benefits in
t e mont recerve the PFD. and they

the

0 .not p x g
Thrs meas g recerve a hrgiher
than the averagé working

It would pgear to me that the DarIY
ews has forgot&en the é)urpose o[ i
are, You stdated in the editorial, "A
millionaire real-estate moqul and a hum-
ble person in need of he{) hould have the
same ownershrp rnteres in the state oil
on welfare do

federal tax on their PF

savings account.” eoBIe
recer e the same as every other
Alaskan. The only difference Is that the

eogle on welfare’ don't have to grve the
overnment a share of their PFD.

| believe this rewards welfare recipi-
ents and hurts working Alaskans. It dis-
courages welfare recrprents from workrng
and front becoming more financially inde-
pendent. These téje gro%ram have
cagsed the weifaré dependenty we have

— Michael D. Crof:

Tune out raunchy radio jocks

Having been a |owerchr|d/hnopre of
the late “19t0s. | don't consid er yse a
Prude' ' strII listen to Led Zeppelin,
thou%h now | heay the l|yrics that my
Parent bjected to back then. Byt | a

ncreasrnglh annoyed Wrth what | hear on

Dooxesbihy

Instead
15,000 heaIth -care workers
lIs" 1tself

"We used to try to kill you,

Washington Du
themse es from
"City of Medl- c? ﬁrmers into
of the largest to
In the world, t

Durham now ha

*Send me to
A Daily News contest sponsor

How would you like a free trrR 0
Juneau, to see your state government In
action and campaign for an issue dear
to our eart?

his rsruour chance.

Enter t DarIy News "Send Me to
Juneau contest.

The contest will give an ordinary
citizen the chance to express concerns
on public issues drrectI?/ to decision-
makerf in tbe state capital,

| select one Irr)]erson o vrsrt the
state capital sometime in April, accom-
anied someone from *the Dally
ews editorial page.

+To enter
Send us a Ietter exBIarnrng[
want to go to Junea ha rss
ursue an what

rssue% like to
Y 0p acco |sh Fee free to
clude bac materra on your-

you
g or

groun
foryour concern
Wc WW select the application that i
our judgment, has the best potential to
luminate how. the legislature responds
to ordinary citizens.
We will drve referfnce to points, of
vrew not already well-represented be-
(e the Ie gislature throu?h lobbyists
special“interest organfzations.

Ithrelcaérrwaves and I'm not addressing the
yAt age 43. | don't consider it entertain-

g to "listen to male and female jocks
diScussing preast sizes, oral sex. usrn%; a
substrtut for the “F™ word, or hearing

femaie jocks laugh at the raunchy com-
ments of their male Aock co-anchars,
| turned on my car radjo one day to
hear "Give me that frrg%rn dollar: m
preasts arc bigger t ors!" Anoth er
time. | heard a tJ Ack mtervrewrn% a 13
year-old boy asKing him who ne
bornkcd lately. And yet anothertrme

Ar(yréas interviewing an engéaged cou

riding the u hecau
"bornkcd" gne otl” "What

a

le

i !
e

wrong with youy' or sometehrng to that

ww—

- @D
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Knowles- silence says a lot. "

"1 am t vetv'concerned Alaskan when ir .
cerr.es tc aur governor. In regard to schcoi ..
lunch re:arm;;Pres:c«ir.: Clinton, the De.r.-;

: ceratic Ieadership" Lh Washington',’; O.C.,”

and., the press" meare/Meilln'g me-*that wy

ml glvmg ‘increased fundsmo the .states (4V: Vj

..percent increase) burgovémor wiil net.be ;s:

and said something iikei'VI, the ‘governor
of ‘Alaska, care mere, for‘the children

Alaska than those in .Washington, O.C. *;
the." governor ‘of Alaskai'-am ~fiscallytr;-

sponsible and have the ability’to take this;

block gran: of money, ar.c appropriately.”
distribute ar.d 'manage .this money so‘thatv,;
those children'who need free lunches:and;
these pregnant wecmemwhc'need food-and *

those infants who need-formula will get-

them!’!; Do | -hear the ‘governor.l.sayin
anything Iikelthis[V\/E)g;-lqnear "silenc):e.'g...
'Could it be that President Clinton.".the
Demccrat:c *lea2efship :in/Washington.**
D.C.. and the press know more about;the;
integrity and Yiscai responsibility of the
governors* of "'states and'especially‘our.
Gov.. Knowles? At ;sny .’rate. .C-ov.
Knowles' 'siler.ee does tell >ne a lot about
. Gov. *Knowles. T'though: Gov.". Knowles

ights. .. T, \éaUy Wi Fl\%HSl

Ope '* — 'J Y E- -

1 1 Welfare is mear.t to help out, not to
I support. It is about t|me we put some
; limits on It
When watching the ictal news recently,

Il witnessed a woman and ner two chil--
**dren. The woman stated she has been on

N

‘Cib =< X -)¢

111»

P

* o VV, Aup2 0 onferegy
V_

W riks«fciir |

weitar- since her first child was born foe
years age. She wants to stay at home s.
she car. raise her children and be a gcoc.
example tor them. .After all, child care ::
so expensive. In order fcr her.to do thls
she stated, she.must live 'on. welfare.Z,.

» 'm Well. | have he sympathy for cases such
as hers. The woman could“have-. been s
1 -ere responsible ancrefrained irorr

piovmer.t, then work r.er way up ir.to <
better job like all of us have dene. This
would be setting an example o: working

.to make it, which is better than teaching

children that it is OK to live off oi
society. Seme may say this is cruel, but I
am sc tired of working to pay my bills
ar.c theirs, too. e *1

Welfare should oe for.those who truly

need it. It IS a form of assistance, not a
pavcr.eck. _ ]

— Micr.se! Tcilefsor.
Anglers, put up or shut up

| have talked to boaters as well as bank
fiscermen on the Little Su. Seme boaters
want boat-siae. motor-sire restrictions,
and I'd -say, IQO percent of the bank
fishermen have wanted boat/motor re-
strictions for years. . -

. You don’t have to be a rocket suentlst
to see the harm boats have caused to the
Little Su, especially bank erosion. A
pr.me example of a river being ruir.ed by
a new park is the Little Su and the Burm\?
Landing. Park. It has brought so mar
boaters to this poor; little river.

Granted, it's a beautiful park,, and nice
geople run the park, but it’s obvious that
ecause of the nice park, 7/e have India-

napolis. Boat. Speedway races up and
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Dist. 28 - N
MCKEOWN, TIM
P.O. Box 728
Talkeelna, AK. 99676
7133-1416

Dist. 28-D
BRUMLEY, BnRB
P.0. Box 8712511
Wasilla, AK. 99687
376-8080

Dist. 26-0
KUTZER, JEAN
P.0. Box 871078
Wasilla, 99687
376-9562

Dist, 28 -N
SPENCER, BILL
P.0. Box 870394
Wasilla, AK. 99687
892-6745

Dist, 26 - U
EVANS, MIKE

HCO1 Box 6205
Palmer, AK. 99645

745-1400

CONSTITUENTS- March 17, 1995

Victims of Custody.Mediation rights.
Watered down proposal. CSED doesn't
hother to file. Admlnl_strfltlon jurisdic-
tion need: to automatically go to
mediation.

Pins- She requested 1,000 pins. | explained
{h&gr%%e )gave out 100 pins maximum.

Support for SB 98, What about a Debit Card
%ystem, instead of paper, for Food Stamp
rogram?

Cut Welfare. Could_not testify on Monday
as | was wqum[g. Do not give money for
Mark air bail out.

Stop the Sutton Intertie. An alternative stud:
sho%lcj1 %e lcione.
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March 15, 1995

Senator Lyda Green
Room 423

State C apitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Green:

Even though you are notfrom my District, | wanted to
thank you and encourage you in your efforts to "shape
up" our welfare system. Pm sure you are taking a lot of
heat on this issue from welfare recipients and liberals,
but we working Alaskans appreciate what you are
doing. Unfortunately, we dn have to work and so arc
unable to attend hearings to express our point ofview,
whereas the people on welfare don't have to work and

are able to attend.

| am sorry thatyou dropped the issue regarding welfare
recipients receiving Permanent Funds. Thathas always
been one of my 'pet peeves' and | write to my
Representatives every year about it. Alaska supports
these people all year, their Permanent Fund should go
towards reimbursing the State. | have afriend who has
been on welfare for 8 years. Every year she and her

three children receive approxim ately S4,0CO0 in



Permanent Funds. However, she has told me that they
are not allowed to save that money; she has to spend it
w ithin a certain amount of time. Consequently, they
have a big screen TV, VCR, computer, top ofthe line
stereo etc. which is more than my family and | are able

to afford. Fm sure you've heard all this before....
Thanks again and keep up the good work.

Sincerely,

Kathy Sonnichsen
PO Box 224
Anchor Pt., AK 99556
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PO Box 61
ftumlin Mlanion, Ak 99657

March 14, 1995

Lyda Green; Cocmlttea Cha.rpareon.

Tha Cormittao cn Realth Ld-cation and Social Sarvicen.
State Capitol

Juneau, Ka. 998C1

Dear Chairperson:

T would iirat like tc say thank you to Chairperson Lyda Green and the
itaaa Co.'tinittee for making this opportunity available for mc to communicate my
concern*. | Leetr that r'y lit* oxpariancea highly qualified mo to comment on
tha current welfare situation that ia prsaantly being abused in my are* at the
Wada Hampton Diatrlet. Although such oi what will ba read in thia Lettor would
be vlawad by local raaidants as cr.* aided and naciv* bashing, | would like you
to mad carefully and krow that 7 hold the Yupik culture, axhlbitad by the
alders of thee* communities, in vary high regard. It ia tha disregard for
culture and abuses of my anglo culture that disturbs me ac much. 7 have
always aanrched for way* to get my students to take .tore interest in their
culture but it has beccme increasingly difficult.

| have beer, a teacher for tan years m th* Lower Yukon, eight years of
that in Russian Mission. 1 an ar. avid cutdcorsnan with extensive experience
in subsistence activities, twenty one years of trapping exptrier.ee in Montane
ar.d Alaska, and sight years oxpsrlenc* in commercial fishing. | have also
tried numerous entrepreneurisl ventures, a number of them righw her* in
Russian Mission. These art the areas that Z would like to comment on with
education being my aw;or focus.

As an educator, it is my opinion that welfare has created tho largest
roadblock to successful education Chat wo face in ou- area. | don't have to
convince anyona of th* Jsterioratlcn tc ones salf esteem and coif worth that
dspsnder.ee on welfare causes, hut | feel | am obligated by my conscience to
shars with you what waifara doss to my «ffoctivvneoe as a teacher.

In tha sight yasrs that | have beer, haia m Ruaeian Miamon 1 hava
watched tho attitudes of students deconorato and the drcpout rata of students
escalate at and alarming rata, it is .not uncommon to hear a tvalv* year old
student In my dr. Sigh cleat, whan encouraged to do an assignment, say that hr
can't wait until h* ia sixteen ao he can drop out. Cur high achool and

1
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elemontary teachers are hearing similar comments. Tho work ethic and look of
responsibility of our atudonta hu- dropped tc new lows, and la especially
prevalent in tha Junior Sigh and High school. After tabbing to teachera at
other fights in tha district this ia also trua of many cf theit students alio.
A large factor contributing to these attitudes can ba direotly
attributed to tha community's role models. in a village where ovor 50* of ita
members rely on government aoslatar.ee of acme kind, it is easy to see who the
role modala ar*. The people who hava a job can't ride around on snowmobiles
whan »var thny want or stay up watching video* until J am and aluep unti
noon. It is a common fact that if we want to get a hold of eome one, that ia
not an eluer, you probably shouldn't cell before noon. Working people have
to work tc got that check, an increaaing majority do not. Whc do you think
students are going to emulate whan faoed with a challenging assignment?

Cr. i rogular basis then* welfare recipients are turning down job
opportunities to substitute teach in the ochool, falling to apply fot local
job* ard certainly not taking advantage of wayo to stretch the dollars they
now receive. Bight now there is a job that payo around a thousand dollars per
year, no one hao boon willing to tako that sob for over one year. We recently
had a full time jcb opening job opening at the school, five people applied,
four c¢f these people hsvo at least part time jobs, and one peraon that ia a
r.oot working at all applied. After acquiring the current figures on welfare
payments in the form cf AfCC and Toed Stamps, | ae« that cur students hava
legitimate reasons for netting goals that put then into the welfare roles. |
have a lot of admiration for the people in this community that hold jobs and
try to ast a good example for their children.

nme startling statistics that T put together on dropouts in our village
will ahow the increasing problem, r know of 23 dropouts in the hiatory of cur
current high school. 19 ol then* dropped out m the last eight year# and 1
of these occurred in the last two yeara. Of these 23 drcpouta 2 hold part
tire jobs and 1 ia a commercial fisherman,

These dropouts are comprised of 11 maleo and 12 females. Theor 12
females have produced 13 babies *11 of wnish collect welfare. Two mother* arc
responsible for Cchildren each! All of these young people era from families
that receive varying dngrreo of waifara. Cne heavily dependent family has
produced five crcpout* m mmrow «rd nso a third grader that openly stated that
this *a her gcal also, ilui-ernu* contents have bear, made to me from student*
and community members about the gcale of people to have children to croatv

rnccme.
Torrent legislation must be tied zc education as in Senate Bill 98

2
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Reduction or loss of benefits tc families that do not uphold the value oi
education ae at*t forth by state education officials, should be a priority.

Right now the students vork ethic is so poor that 1 see teachers, myself
included, decreasing standards instead of increasing Cham, just to hold on to
the students we have, This is especially true at the high school level. Moat
atudsr.tn truly do not know how to work snd if puohed, the alternative doesn't
look so had as the look out the classroom v/indow and see ths 11, 15 and 16
year old dropouts who hava iittl*# cr no expectations put upon them from their
parentB, joy ridir.g around the village on anovmebiie#. That's right! 14 and
15 year old. Our school has tried and gotten very little to no support from
state agencies for this problem which io against state statutes.

If all children were bomg otrongly encouraged to be in school and to
work for good grades from their parents, an impact that | believe Senate Sill
98 would accomplish, snd if. students truly saw a need to get a high achool
degree and further their aauoatlon an the road to « successful life, it wouid
bring significant changes tc the oucceoo c¢f our educational system. I'm nut
saying that these typo of parents don't exiot now, but as the number of
parents that don't see a need for education grows, so does the negative effect
that it has on students...all otudonto including those from working families,
as students are affected by their pi*ro. Seme of our moot apathetic students
come from working families. They sec how hard their families have to work to
support the family. In comparison they look *c many families that have more
on while weifare than working families.

Of the thirteen new Sr.owmachinc? ir. the village since September all of
them belong to lamilion that are receiving acme form of assistance, oeven of
these famiiies work at least part time, Six af these families are on total
assistance. Ho Snowmachinea warn purchased by nor.aopendent families! | wioh
| ceuld eay that these Snwwmachim were being used for aubaiatenoe act iviwu
but the vast majority of uee is not subsistence. They are used for joy
riding, traveling to other villages to visit, and getting wood for heat,
(something that is easier done ir. the summer by boat). It is upoetting to see
a Jam ly totally dependent on welfare getting a new Cncwrr.achir.es ever other
year, when working familios use tho same one for five to eightyears.

| would like to now address acme treaa of Senate Sill S3 that I think
are needed and eo*re that | still question as thev pertain to Rural Alaska.
Tor starters | believe that ourrent wcifaro funding levels are too high and
would like to explain why, with the availability of this “free money the
culture of the Yupik Eskimo ie being lust. This i* my opinion and that of
numerous Yupik Eskimos that I've talked wrth,

3



Or.* only ban to look at tha lovels of Aubaiatence food gathering and
traditional oraits that aro boincj utilised at tha local level. If it worn r.oc
for tha aldnra, most of this would be loot. Although mooae ar.d nalmon
harvests era significant, if not excessive in soma cjuah, tha majority of thu
people here make very little une of other sources of food available all
winter, rood such as baavar, whn'e populations ara *t an alltime high,
rabbits, ptarmigan and various fioh such as bush, Pika, Black fish and White
fijh. A few pAcpla have fish trapo and r.ata under tha ice but these arc the
alders and people with jchn. The only person that | know oi that has trapped
beaver this year is a man who works full time and so does hiswire.

Mo one in this village ia trapping oeriousiy for money, sven with the
dapreased fur market there is money to ba mad* trapping. Speaking from
experience, it :a a tough way to make money at this time, but there are people
that hava these skills but arc shooting not to because it in easier to collect
welfare.

Traditional foada ira »coffod at by moot of the youth preferring store
bought prepared food, with a heavy emphasis on ?op, candy and chipo. A reefcnt
math projoct with my class revealed that aoma households are spending an
excess of $1000.00 on pop per year. People raised on these fsoda will have a
hard time changing over to their traditional foods. Hence their culture
fades.

| personally believe that it is less expensive to live in nuasisr.
Mission than it is to liv« in an urban area. | harvest a Mooae each fall,
and put up enough salmon in the Augunt to aupply us with the bulk of our neat
supplies all wmtor, If | wanted a fraah fiah it would take only a trip to the
river. | am still eating potatoes that | raised in my garden last itmar, |
eat local blueberries in my psr.cafcvo and drink juica mado from plentiful high
bush cranberries m the area.  The impulse buying that plaques all store
shopper ia diminished when ordering from expediters in Ar.ohortgc at one fourth
the cost of locai storeo. I honestly gofor months without reaching for a
wallet. 20 that in Anchorage |

A man that | talked to wno lives fifteen miles from hare at a local
Misalonary gold mine says that hie family of six eat nutritionally balanced
meals supplemented with local resources like fish, mooae bear and boaver on a
budget of leas than six hundred par month. That is a far eight leas than tha
thousand .-.maty dollars in Food stamps a local welfare family of six receives.

if done correctly a pcroor. can shop from rural Alaska and mail your
groceries at a remarkably low level «s compared to what urban dwuliero are led
to believe. w« can basically buy what ever we want ard gat it here for about
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six to seven dollars for sixty pounds* through the U.G. mail aorvico. In trying
to impresu upon atudente thass idaay ror aavingo | have seen very little
progroan. They don't neud to aave money on food according to the figures |
racaivod from your office.  Cre Student ropiiod to me yesterday "Wo hove a
lot of food stampa loft at the <nd of the month because my mom works at tho
school." Thifl is a renpcnsibie family in tha village. There io entirely too
r.uch money spent on food ocampa in the village.

| talked tc one mar. today that hac t family of Five. | sakad him if hia
family drinks much pop. Hia reply was that they uouaiiy buy about two mx
packs par day. Calculated out that i*J over three thousand six hundred anch
year on pop. | confronted him on hia eatimateo and he atill agraad. | asked
him how he could afford to 9pend so much on popl Hia reply was that " well
thay (meaning his kido)buy them with focd. 3e wasn't too concernedl He ia
also totally dependant cr. wolfAre!

| weuld like to address another problown «:«a, There are a variety of
traditional orafca that could be turned out frcm this village, but with tha
exception af and elderly lady in her oixtioa, ro cna is pursuing them as a
viable sourca of inccmo, and very iav people aro avon learning how to do them.
The lady thac is producing iaaker.*, akin sewing, and bead work, sails all she
can make. She ia a great teacher ar.d my wife, who is not native, is her best
studenta. The local welfare recipients do not seem to take an interest in
learning chair cultural wayo. Hence the cultural fades son* mere. There is a
cooperative that has encouraged pneplo to make and market thwircrafts but it
han boon relatively unsuccessful, why work when the governmentwill give it
to them for nothing md if they do make acma extra money and they are henust
about reporting their income they will loose welfare benefits. This is
another area than S.3- 48 will holp, by allowing people to make some money
without loosing part of their benefits,

I've boen on the ocaot ard | know that thaae villages are more
subsistence and nraft oriented but they also share many similar aituacior.o. |
alao know that each villago is unique and | don't want to ofior.d people who do
not fall into the above mentioned categoriea, but | feel | have accurately
described our village.

The avenues that would lend to a more eell sufficient lifestyle hers are
endless if people were forced to search them out.

A big one ie gardening. | have been involved in * local garden project
With my atudanta for two years. Tlrst ao a support service te the local
gardeners and the Traditional Council's ccrmercial garden, by raining hundreds
of broccoli and cauliflower starter plants. Things firtled out after funds

5



ran out to pay vageo to tha gardon manager ond wcrkere. Then my 7th and sth
gradara, with thr help of a two volur.Clwrt and my*®if, revived the project and
grew svar 530 pound* af potatoes. The atuder.ca sold tha fruah potatoeo to the
community and jchool and aplit the 3'0C.00 profit betwoe:: themaalvee. Thia ia
ju»t one example of tha potential for gardening and the impact it can have on
tha community.

Ao a person in Rural Ah. that haa triad to get locale interoataa in
different vayjj to maka money on nutnercue ocCA/ilons, | hava experiunceti limited
success. Z truly beliava that my afforta can be beat spent trying to change
tha currant waifara ayoton so ‘hat hopefully aoir.oday, acmeday aeon, | can

truly aher» what it ia that 1. and people like me, have to offer.
Th* on® problem that z aec with 5.3. 99 would b® th® ftlimination of and

indivliiua.a bur.afita aftar 5 yearn. Although 1 believe that chi* ahouid be
tru*. z cannot jet aver th® fact that we have created thia monster that haa
almost deotrcyed a culture and for someone to think that there will b®
opportunities for all able bodied welfare recipients in Rural Alaska after 5
years in very narrow rr.indod. Jobe need to be croated and people should have
Khu option to work wftiia staying in thnir general area. The government h*a
cr®ar.ed thia cash dependency and will create a multiple of problems without
offering acme kind of job during and after th® 5 years time period. Thil |
think can b® created in othar legislation end : wouid support Senate 3111 96
as it stands.

Z feel that th® paeaing of Senate Bill 98 could b® a major jump in the
long journey of restoring independence and self worth to a group of Native
pooplo whose heritage was baaed cn these qualities.

Corm@ntm Zwould like to rtak? after listing to th® teleconference on
Monday 3/14/95

Z have to aay that it acur.de like welfare recipients in urban Alaska ere
facad with a lot mer® financial prcblemn than people in tha bush, car
insurance, rent, and food. Local wolfaro recipients arc getting a ateal on
their rant. | pay in axceaa of eight hundred per month. Under ASHA, rent to
tha villagers with reduced income ia minimal. Thoy have no cars and food ia
plentiful if you want to take advantages of traditional food, at Leant in this

village. | thing thac a soricus look in to coots of living in individual
viilag®* naod* to b* * priority. Right now th® government to being rippvd off
in a major way and it ne«d* to be looked into. | realise that there are not

enough jobs for peopla in the buah, but if we havo to aupport them th®y had
darn well bettor start doing something for it
Sincerely

Fc.b>
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ran cut to pay vagen to tho garden manager «nd workers. Then my 7th and sth

graders, with the heip of a two volur.tlera and myself, revived the projoct and
grew over 500 poundn nf potatoes. The atudcr.Ca 30id tha fresh potatoes to the
community and school and split the 550C.00 profit between thamaalves. Thia ia
just one example of tha potential for gardening and th# impact it can have on
th* community.

Ac a person in Sural Ak. that ha« tried to get iooala intereocaa in
different ways to maka money on numerous occasion*, " hava experienced limited
aucceas. " truly beliava that ry efforte can be best spent trying to change
the current welfare nyatnm so 'mhot hopefully someday, acneday aeon, | can

truly anare what it ia that |, and people like me, have to offer,.
Th* one prchlom that | oee with 5.3. 99 wouid be the elimination of and

individual* benefits after 5 yaara. Although | believe that this should be
true, Z cannot got over the fact that we have created thia mor.ater that haa
almost destroyed a culture and for someone to think that there will be
opportunities for all able bodied welfare recipients in Rural Alaska after 5
yoarB in very narrow minded. Jean need to be croatad and people should have
the option to work while staying in their general area. The government has
ero/»ted thia cr.oh dependency ard will create a multiple of problems without
offering aomn kind of job during and after the 5 years time period. ThiJ |
think car. b* created in other legislation and | wouid support Senate 3111 98
« it stands.

| feel that the passing cf Senate 3111 98 could b* a major jump in the
long journey of restoring independence and self worth to a group of Native
people whoee heritage was haaed on these qualities.

Comments z would like to make after listing to che teleconference on
Monday 3/14/95

| have to aay that it aoundn like welfare recipients in urban Alaska are
faced with a let more financial problomo than people in the bush, car
insurnr.ee, rent, and food. Local welfare recipients are getting a steal on
their rent. 2 pay in excess of eight hundred per month. Under asha, rent to
the villagers vith reduced incore la minimal. They have no cars and food le
plentiful if you wart to take advantages of traditional food, at least in thia

village. | thing that a soricus look in to coots of living in individual
villages nooda to hr a priority. Right now the government ia being rippvd off
In a majcr way ard it needs to be looked into. | realize that there are not

enough jobo for paopia in the bush, hut if we have to aupport them they had
darn well bettor start doing something for itl
Sincerely

LFc.1lif'cU

N..14.» jud 1'1"j PWOE

)



V. A19 s
Co.vvyvviTCd«i o r
VA dACAW  (tPAC'N VI D~* cir A cer =N ~
Nort CES

VAS-AN., | VVoVV-SIACr
Arep U EInjGa/?2r AN AR NAJHFT A Q<A jW \e> A

g W £>?2s$f- .Cs"hoSCE *~ VIiAACT- Ny
[V Ay A AN AN A AV SS Vv
u  VO0<h vrvAvry jfc X ierva®™ ASfePSr.
\ X je3r"AvATsoo™V s TN\,
YyW \<A Fg->"A~r?
AHS! ? 5Xs&\A> 1AWV A -N farT v>iy~rex\.'j ~Vr-,

ve. \j& £tex ?=2Cl.r _

(I~ X V\ift>fg. teepA JSSdjrfilJS. .. - j
. Q ~J& m £M & g£T.
g2*»\«lI>gf £> A e N N
JdnU IO
_A-0 cvMy tXxvD"™.§, -0 g -yVv-

ro TP A N O * & >



To: Lyda (ircen
From: .Julie and Mike Truskow ki, Nu*>itn Mission School
Re: Welfare Reform Public Heating, March 13. IW5

Ai (cachets ill a Dusil Community, it ii easy to »ae where welfare reform is
desperately needed Matty people ju public assistant< in tho village*, have cnmr to
*cc welfare a* nrighr, Mimclhing 1o he expected, in>rcjJ of as a helping hand.
This then translates into jtp*\{!nf,c behavior Mot only do ilie*e people nut live j
traditional subsistence lifestyle, neither do they try to get themselves off welfare
by mining for a job. For some enot ill) it h** hc:omc a life of wnilinu >v the

mailbox f*tr their monthly checks

This attitude also transfer:, to the children.  We seeit in school in the form oflow
Attendance hy «onic mid n general uncaring attitude about grades or school
performance. School *0 these, cliildicu Seesic u 'whui ore you going to do for me*

situation.

We wouid like to see some *str.jg.<* attached lo receiving welfare. There* should be
a limited number of absences ard lur.lirs allowed, and a grade requirement of '('*
or better for families to receive .veifarc payments.

Aiso, wp would I'Ve to *re a c.nt-otf of payment* after a fumily reaches a certain

sice, and no payments GO unmarried mothers under IS. Too often wc hear these
your.g mothers »ny*ng to ihMr pregnant ‘fiends. 'Don't worry about having 1 baby,
you get paid for it* or "Don't adept your baby to another family, yon can per

money for it*. This attitude promotes wclfaic dependence, unnecessarily incritwic
village population* (ihu* putting a *tram on natural resources used for subsistence),
and unnecessarily increases iChool populations (thus putting u higher burden onthe
Stale jnd Federal governments to pny to have these children educated). Mo*t
importantly, it product* poor parenting, which translates into many problems in
schord for the children of these young mothers.

Wc hope you vote to change the welfare system to one thul will promote work and
insist on some accountability to recipients. No more free money!!!

Thank you for your time.
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f'ofoo? |. Calnc
HC 33 50* 3CH
WafcHii.:1K9S65u

March 6. 1995

Honorable Lyda Green
Senator

cccm 423 State Capitol
Juneau. AK 99801-1132

Sear Senator Green:

i ju3t reac ycur proposals for revamping the welfare program in :ne S’ate of Alaska. | want
you to knew that you ha™e my full support As you knew. | work for the ScOOQ District
Central Administration and in mat capacity . sae an inordinate number cf problem children.
Almost nvanabiy these children afa accompanied oy one or both parents wno are totally
dysfunctional. Drugs and a'ccrc! are usually rifac’tor and welfare figures ntc almost every
stuaticn. We must get to 'he point where we are teaching pecp.s to care for themselves, oe
respcnsu:ie anc then teach tre.r chilcren to jo the same. Gwirg then rrcney is not the
answer « unfcrtunately. is nc: ceirg scor.t or the cnilcren. Hew about a feed bank? Work
programs are a great sea and sncuid encourage the abusers to go out ar.d find gainful
emoloyment. It <s.mpcrtart to move away from tr.e enabling that we have going on now.

| aiso feel strongly that we need to at leas* limit the number of hours tho oars and tiqucr
stores are ccers. Cicse at fCO A M. oerhaps fn the Vaifoy we see a ‘ot of the GUIs g.von to
people wno cfose the bars n Anchorage arc *hen come to the Valley because they are
open here. (Perhaps that s a Borough crocfem) Along that same line, making a law for it to
be illegal to sell alcohol to anyone who nas crmmitied a crix} related crime, inctucing DUI.
could oe benotical. When their drivers icense is returned to them it could nave a red
background :0 aicn the ss'ler. f someone cncse to purchase alcohol fcr that person, that

could also be a fmeaoie crime.
lyda. | deal with parents almost daily wno have a child n troub.c and at :hCC a.m. the
parents are incapacitated by drugs or alcohol. Many times the child appears to be taking

caro cf ihe parent r.stead of die ":rer way around. | nave never seen one to march jnd
carg a drum, ou this situation is beginning to devastate our community.

Keep up tho good work ¢ frcar “e’p you harp, pfease can.

Sincerely.

Florone Carnoy



Douglas J. & Evelgn J Scofield
P.0 Box 8/*2906
Wasilla, Alaska 99687-2006

March 8, 1995

Senator L*da Green
Juneau, Alaska

Re  Welfare Reform

Dear Senator Green:

| read the editorial of today in the Anchorage Dailyr News (Worker)
regarding welfare reform as it relates to the PFD  HANG IN THERE!! Don't he
discouraged by this liberal rag that masquerades as a newspaper!

Alaska’s welfare is much too liberal. | personally know of four families that
came to Alaska from Washington state and Oregon because our weifare was much
better than theirs. One family, actually there are three families all related, that
moved to Oregon because they got in trouble here and decided to leave After
three months In Oregon they moved back because they couldn't get welfare there
or not as much as here

The other family, consisted >fa 21 year old. pregnant woman, and her 60ish
unemployed, boyfriend. They came in October from Washington state and
|mr.ned|atelr transferred her eligibility to Alaska. She got S320 emergency
assistance for rent which was supposed to go directly to the owner of a trailer she
wanted to rent. The owner felt sorry for her and gave her the key to move in a
few things until the check came to the owner (she and her boyfriend, were staying
with his relatives) She and her boyfriend promptly moved in and cancelled the
emergency rent assistance office saying she wasn't going to rent the place because
n was a dump She could only be evicted by filing a lawsuit against her ~ She
knew she could live there free for two to three months before he could evict her
She also gave false information to the emergency assistance people In the
meantime she or her hoyfriend were able to buy a ncw truck. Of course all three
will be able to receive a permanent fund dividend check.

Now. docs this seem right" More and more people will be moving here from
states like Washington and Oregon who arc cutting back on welfare  Wc definitely



need to do something about welfare reform  Thank you for your stand on the PFD
Hold Harmless program and welfare reform

Sincerely,

Evelyn’ T”Scofiel
|t*

HAR 13 ms
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Senator Lyda Green March 5, 1997
State Capitol Building
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Green,

I am writing this letter m support of your proposed bill
regarding velfare--or should 1 say, limiting welfare!

AIl 1 can say is APPLAUSE APPLAUSE! Finally, someone is
going to try to fix this sad state of affairs regarding the
out and out abuse of receiving weifare while the rest of us

continue to support them! I am impressed! According to the
news article 1 read, it sounded great to me. There are many
of us that will be behind you 100*. It won*"t be easy I

know--you® 11 catch a lot of flack and will make many people
very angry, but most of those will be the ones receiving
welfare to che extent of being ridiculous anyway. Keep up
the good work!

Sincerely,

HC 33 Box 3054
Vasilla, AK 9965*1

?.S. Gee--maybe you can propose a bill co get the prison
inmates to grow their own food, too. At least as much as
possible— co alleviate some of the burden to taxpayers. It

would keep them busy weeding etc.

MR 13 b



From: Steso Toth
lo: L>J.i <rcen
RE: Welfare
Date: 3 |1'5
Dear Mrs. Green

| tin not a Republican | am also not insour
soring district [ an: thrilled however to sec that you anyone dosvn
there is finally lisleaning to us hard working Alaskans who are sick
and tired oi has-in3 tilts  s.clfaii.” "mil-stone* around our necks.

Ms Senator Judy Salo. just does not seem to
get it that 'se arc tired of Weifare cite.it' coming liere to Alaska and
using  up ourfinancial tetoarces Please LyJa. keep pushing and don't
‘oack down. We need 1 much smaller state budget and ALL
'ENTITLEMENT  NEED T"'»DE CLASHED!

I THOI'GHT V' »C MIGHT LIKE TO SEE THE

LETTER | SENT DOWN TO MV REPRESENTATIVE. Juris s.tlo
Thanks.

Dear Judy

As a  newlyReconstituted democrat, such as
yourself, it has takenmea long :ime 'o understand  what some
Republican held positions on the balanced budget arc. and svhat

needs to be done with regard to welfare
I have finalp understood, thll wcas democrats by

supporting Mr Lydon Johnson back in [|'Z5 preferred on the lower
classes a nesv type of slaver... selfare all in the name of trying to
help the "underprivileged." Well. | am here to tell you that | was
wrong and so was Lydon Johnson His "GREAT SOCIETY* has prosed
to be a total disaster perpetuating an entire society of underclass

people.....weenslaved  people to the ‘tale  for over30 scars wc
hase made them wards of a state wards that sve can no longer afford

to keep | hate to admit it bu: I was wrong for supporting this bank-
rupt philosophy and that you too hase begun to realize hosv strongly
we have forget the chains around their necks., perpetual
dependency not on themselves but on us the STATE It will be
incredibly hard to svean these people from the tcets of state generos.

ny
Our state over the years has become a magnet for a
welfare underclass Not oniy do wc offer the HIGHEST welfare bene -



AiHI then children 't .iuJ.il bonst* i m*.inc*r fund cheeks. 1
have heard *i Jo/eus «» instances where people Injie immigrated to
Ar!aska7 just {or our »*»> lucratiic ivelfare = stml1.can you blame
them
Lyda '‘m»;cT? 517 9S doesn't go nearly far enough TOST™
welfare charade ts rediculou.;. Hv. want? to cut S50 million out of
wcllarcover a 5 veir period..Jid ! road that right?'Titats only 3
million a yeais .from an annua! budget <" $250 million.  \ou've cot
be the most cynical down m  the:tate to propose «uch nonsense. Dul
| actually \ote for tins bozo' -Hate to admit to it). Its time for you
Judith to support those ot us who arc truly for weclfaic reform Ne™<i
confuse “"reform" for balancing the budget on the backs of the pooj [
you did. then tins tntc phrase wiiJ have yoa looking "mean spirited
and hatetill  toward those who are truly dependant ... welfare If»
time lor you to show the leadership | put you there todemon state.!
expect you to make serious cuts out of that S250 million yearly
budget. | am thinking in terms of "0 to 90'" !f people truh want to
stay on welfare, other states would be happy to provide them with it
Tough Love i< what it has come down to Its well passed the time
where we demonstatc to our "welfare slaves" that they ate FREE to
live as they choose. They arc freeof the bondage into which we haw
put them through out ger.ctosity. W- can no longer afford to keep
them in  perpetual servitude to us The state.
Sincerely yours
Steve Toth
P.O. Box 112053 Anchorage AK 99511
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I would also 7I'| '-"a: a.ll permar.er.t fund checks should go tc
a Welfare Bank to help cay Tor “his free living that chey are en-

gaging 1in. it could also ce used tc pay for their trains. Weif
iIs not an entitlement— it iIs a gift! Mo welfare recipient sopus
be receiving monies simply because they live in Alaska let the

help pay for the tare we are giving them. A lady at the Ancheragv
town meeting.aokad,”Why dc ycu feel that these of you who havs =
most need mere and these cf us who have the least need less?” My
answer 1is this "Because laiy, you are daily receiving benefits
from the state without working why should you have extras -
welfare iIn r.ot an entitlement!?1!: 1 *

Unless this state does something about welfare reform this year,
Alaska will be inundated with weifa”™re recipients. Ir. ~ of the
states now there is welfare reform. Welfare recipients are moving
from state tc state tc avoid having their benefits cut or having
to go to work. We must have this reform tc not only out back cn the
state budge, but tc cake people responsible for their own lives

that many of them created themselves.
let’s not let people who oppose i1t use the "children wiil suffer”

as a crying towel. I;; all the pictures cf people or. welfare, 1 have
yet tc see a 'starving chiid as ir. Africa” There are school lunches
feed stamps, etc.— this bill .vill not starve children -unless the

parent eats it ail themselves!

1 honestly hope that ycu legislators will not let ar. outcry
against "-eform affect your thinking on this. Many women protesting
reform were encouraged by Women’s Resource Centers to testify. Ever,
our Borough Mayer stated ir. a speech to tne Resource Women that
you legislators were picking cn women and children! At the hearir.
in Wasilla today where | had to leave because | had to get back to
work, there were only 2 of us there who were working people— the
others were either working fcr the welfare office or were on welfare
They had time to come ar.d testify because they didn’t have to work.
Others 1 know would have liked to attend but thev had to work!!!

Protesting this bill tells us that being a. welfare is a lot

mere comfortable than working this is r.ct the American way!

It is time for a change— let"s do it, legislators!!!!
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Alaska State Legislature

"-'ftalch, Fencatim and-Sccial

Please enter into :he record my testimony {0 :he _ _
committee name Services

committee cn S3 33 , dated March 13.

bill/abiect
: wash to speak 1. favor of S3 32, these changes are long overdo 2.

First of all, 1 want tc take it clear that seme welfare recipients are
deserving and I1"m hapev co have my taxes sucgort then. These arc:
1. The persons who because of physical cr mental illness are r.ct able tc

support themselves.
2. Any person who needs halp tempor?.~*1ly tc help themselves over a hard

spot. 3ut I ic feel 5 years is tcc lonc. 2 years is ecouch for a perso:
to get hack cn their feet and get a yob tc support themselves. Welfare
has become a way cr life for many people who take the easy way cut.

I have seen the worse site cr weiraro anc know at rs oe;~g aousec. I nave
a real estate office ar.c nave worked with many aFTC recipients, mostly in

areas of rentals.

1 am aware of 2 different women vhc ar-a or. welfare *~0 drive new cars
purchased by the parents of the recipients. The car ia kept iIn the parents
name, insurance paid by them, any repairs, etc. aiso. The parents also
supply many other rhir.gr neoccd by the "amilies, out the family still draws
their welfare check ar.d live as well or better than most of us.

One of our renters Kkicked her husband out one evening ar.c the following
day was or. AFDCi (She brought us the papers showing she ccuid pay the rent.)
Many nights the police were called because of lata, loud parties and the

following day the mother would be sleeping at 10:30, 1l o’clock while a
young child, (under school ace) cured fcr itself. This woman would never
nave kicked the father out without welfare tn support her.

We had one renter, a man, who had been cn AFTC for several years ar.d bragged
to anyone who would Hlister, that he wasn®"t a dead beat dad, r.e took care o:

his Kkids. He didn"t— we did.

Many we .Hare E@milies nave mace life ar.d career choices that have led tc
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"welfare. Why should I pay foi their had choices?

£xX. Hep. Larson cells cf several ({1 chink 6) graduating girls. When he
asked what thev olar.k.ed co ic after graduatlon,. they each sald they were
going co get pregnant ar.d go a. veliara! ihen your.g people®s only ambition
ts to live on*the dcia, 1it"s time tc change cur perception of entitlements

UG JG VIItC iib ] Uwh  w Vo WeA-W rexer) t—wr —w — W *ivea. 4 e oty —-tm A
cr.e fact-— the legislators ar.d the rose of are WORKING for what we have, and
w»6 welfare recipient is net! There is a big difference.

One comment we continually hear is that there are r.c jebs in rural Alaska,
that the people must have welfare. ITf there are no jobs, some of these
people may have tc leave home ar.d families to support themselves. The rest
of us have had co face that choree, ar.c we made iI1twithout whining.

I am 54 years old ar.d work 1 or3 days a week. My husband is 67 and has
trouble with both shoulders ar.chas back but still works *Bdays a week. It
car. do rt, so can these people, Welfare should be temporary and r.ct a way

of life.

welfare rs because almost every other
»>L* cut Ffirst and the most. That leaves us

' 1 do not begrudge the. fact that these people do r.ct have to work as much as
1 begrute tr.em the leisure time that this giv*s them. I tcok time from my
y work dav tc go to the hearing in Wasilla, oniy tc find thac, co the best of
mv knowledge, only three cf us frcm approximately 13persons, were working.
"bs£3S”™a;v in the Weifare Industry, those who jobs depend on plenty of
"welfare recipients) and welfare recipients themselves. Mary Kvaihein
was working, running the meeting, Verna Suwer had taker, a short time away
frcm her day care and 1 stopped ir. between apporincments and had to leave

to 3how houses. These people had the time to testify because we are
s :?portir.g them.

1 think, both for the state cf Alaska andsociety asa whole, we have to
cut welfare. Please do so ar.d consider acut-off at2 or the most 3 years,

not five.

~77?2'7TU A *\
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Senator Lyda Green March 3. 1995
Stace Capitol 3uildmg
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Green,

I am vritmg this letter m support of your proposed bill
regarding velfare--or should 1 say, limiting welfare!

AIl 1 can say is APPLAUSE APPLAUSE'. Finally, someone is
going to ttry to fix this 3ad 3tace of affairs regarding che
out and out abuse of receiving welfare while che rest cf us

continue co support them! I am impressed! According to che
news article I read, it sounded great to me. There are many
of us chat will be behind you 100*. Ic won"t be easy I

Icnov— you® Il catch a lot of flacdc and will malce many people
very angry, but most of those will be the ones receiving
welfare co the extent of being ridiculous anyway. Keep up
che good work!

Sincerely,

Nancy EL VIlliams
HC 33 3ox 3054
Vasilla, AK 99654

P.S. Gee— maybe you can propose a bill co get the prison
inmates to grew their own food, too. At least as much as
possible— co alleviate some of the burden to taxpayers. It

would keep them busy weeding etc.

MR 13 195
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Lyda Green; committee chairperson.
The committee cn Health Education and Scciai Services.

State Capitol
Juneau, Ak. 99801

Dear Chailrperson:

As a teacher in a Yupik village for 10 vear3, 1 want to express my
opinion on the current welfare system. | feel, as many of the
teachers |1 talk to in rural Alaska, that the dependence on welfare
and entitlements is tho #1 reason fcr the ineffectiveness of cur
local Native schools. Although you can point in a variety of
directions for this ineffectiveness, most come back to the comfort
level the majority of the people have under the current welfare

The role models that students sea are varied, some

situation.
It doesn"t take long to

«work for their money, but most don"t.
determine who our students are going to emulate.

It is a common response from my Junior High students and even
younger, "l can®"t wait until I"m 16 so I can drop out!"

Certainly as they lock around and see the benefits to staying in
as compared to dropping out, there is r.ot that much
distinction between the two at the local level. It is hard to
have high goals when no goals is the norm. I"m not saying that
they make a lot cf money, but it must bo comfortable enough. On a
regular basis these same people are turning down job opportunities
to substitute teach iIn the school, failing to apply for local jobs
and certainly not taking advantaga of ways to stretch the dollars
they now receivo. Ways such netting fish under the ice or
trapping locai animals for cash and meat. This has almost fcoccme
a rarity in cur village. 0ddly enough it is people with jobd chat
take advantage of these opportunities. It has just gotten too oaly
for many and it is time that current levels of support was

curtailed.

school

My wife and 1 both support tho Dill to garnish the permanent fund



dividend to welfare recipients, to cut welfare by at least 151 to
2». and tc find alternatives to entitlements after 2 years of

service.

I will have to say that to just stop paying people in two years
"would be catastrophic, but I would support a work fair project in
the village. I would be the first in line to pay taxes to support
a program that would decrease the dependence on welfare. There
arc many things that could be dene in the village to earn the

money from a work fair project. This would begin to allow people

to set new goal3, feel good about themselves and their community

and exhibit positive role models for students.

Things like mandatory education for welfare recipients either high
school or CZD, cut off fcr recipients who allow their students to
stay home cr fail in school, and most of all the need to give
something for tho money they receive.

Leonard M. Fabich
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| <071 465-4979

1995 LEGISLATIVE QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS

Dear Friends and Neighbors:

Thank you for participating in my 1995 Legislative Questionnaire. Of the
7,580 questionnaires mailed. 941 or 12.4% were completed and returned to me. The
final tabulated results are indicated below. Please note that the percentages shown for
each answer represent a percent of the total answering that particular question and
not a percent of the total questionnaires returned.

Legislature _ _
Do you support or opp sc moving only the Legislature trorn Juneau to Anchorage?

.Opp. 88.7 TOTAL.RESPPNS&S

Studded Tires

Recenilv it has been suggested hy Alaska Department ol Transpos ition officials that studded men be banne
m Alaska because it potential T.unage caused to the state htghwavs

Do you support or oppose a han in studded tires tn the State of Alaska '
707/22,8% _ _-iipponh.in 700/77.2°t ~ Oppov ban 907 TOTAL RESPONSES

Welfare

. Doyou supfoor_t or oppose changes m the welfare law tftat would prohibit a person, other than elderly or
disabled persons froai xccetvine benelits lor more than 2 years’

Support L04/11.7%  Opkosc  *2QTOTAL_KESF QVEfb
Do you suppon or oppose changes to the welfare law that would require that paiemirv be established and a
reaspnable:-flon made_to chTect child s(%pon trom ihe lather prior 10 an unwed mother becoming eligible for Aid to
Families with OcpejUcfit Children «AFD

) N mpport 78/8,6%  Oppose 91J_1Q . TALIU:bmN5ES
Biisal EfligLfeme]
.oinmonwrailh North an organization <»Alaskans concerned with the the stair s lisvai well being, has
Bro‘o_o'- | i0 the Legislature that a panel it ALise-ons tie appointed from the Legislature, the Executive Branch and th
ublic This Panel would obtain utlormaiion and input from Alaskans all over ti* stale and majir rrcoinmrndattonf
to the A-gtsiature and Governor for a 5 year fiscal plan 5250 000 would be required to lwim! this panel

Do vou leel that such a panel would benefit the state *
«J\Ven 3flg/fIL27t >> TOTALHESI!QliaJES
segar Hess ol vour answer abotr lo vou think the Legislature should appropriate 5250 0UQ for this purpose
m.pnit _()ppusr 51W TOTAL HIMPONSgg
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALY N*E[2&

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
BV THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

OfTerrd:
Referrrd:

Spoiuorfti: SENATE HEALTH. EDUCATION \ND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE
A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTOLED
"An \ct making changes related to the aid to families with dependent children
program IAFDC): relating to the duties of tljc Department of Health and Social
Services: establishing a workfare pilot project for AFDC recipients; establishing
a diversion program for AFDC applicants; directing the Department of Health
and Social Services to seek waivers of applicable federal laws; establishing and
relating to the Alaska temporary assistance program and repealing the AFDC
and job opportunity and basic skills programs upon the establishment of federal
K welfare reform; relating to work activities required under the Alaska temporary
9 assistance program; authorizing qualified entities to contract with the stale to
10 administer all or part of the Maska temporary assistance program: relating to
11 child support; relating lo certain licenses and applications for a lice* »c for

i1 persons who arc not in substantial compliance with orders, judgments, or

ml* CSSB 9*iUN)
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payment schedules for child support; relating to an exemption to the State
Procurement Code for certain services and contractsunder the  Alaska temporary
assistance program; relating to disclosure of information that relates to day care
assistance and the Alaska temporary' assistance program; relating to eligibility
for day carc benefits administered by the Department of Community and
Regional Affairs; amending Rule 90.3fc) “and (h)(2),] Alaska Rulesof  Civil

Procedure; and providing for an effective date.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 47.25 is amended by adding ncw sections to read:
ARTICLE IA. AFDC WORKFARE PROJECT.

See. 47.25.301. WAIVER APPLICATION FOR PROJECT, (a) The
Department of Health and Social Services shall seek appropriate waivers from the
federal government to implement the AFDC demonstration project described in
AS 47 25.'01 * 47 25.308. To the extent thal the federal government approves the
ncvessary waivers, the department shall implement the project. The purposes of the
project arc to promote personal responsibility and self-sufficiency.

ib) At a minimum, the department shall implement AS 47.25J03 so that there
are experimental groups in at least three different areas of the state, with at least one
experimental group in a municipality with a population over 25.000. one in a
municipality with a population between 5.000 and 25.000. and one in a municipality
or community with a population under 5.000. Die department shall implement
AS 47 25.303 with the minimum number of control gtoups that arc required by the
federal government for approval of ihe waivers applied for under this section.

tc) Notwithstanding (a| of this section, if changes in federal statutes or
regulations occur after the effective date of this section and would base a major effect
on the design, implementation, or operation of the project, the department shall

(1) apply for and implement only the woivcrs that relate to the pans of
the project that are not subttam.aily affected by the changes m federal statutes or

CSSB 9lliFIN) | 2.
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regulations;

(2) report to the legislature its recommendations for changes in its
statutory authority that may be needed in order to implement a fiscally responsible
project in light of conflicting or permissive changes in federal statutes or regulations.

See. 47.25.302. EARNED INCOME DISREGARD: WAIVER OF "100-
HOUR" RULE; AUTO .ALLOWANCE. When determining the AFDC eligibility of
a famiiy that is participating in an experimental group in the project under
AS 47.25.303 and when determining the amount of assistance to which the family is
entitled, the department shall

(1) disregard, for the first 24 months for which the family receives
assistance. S100 plus one-third of the remainder of the earned income of each person
in the family unless federal requlations require that more earned income of a person
must be disregarded, in which case “he department shall disregard earned income as
required by federal law; for a family that applies for AFDC after this paragraph has
been implemented, ‘his 24 months hegins with the month for which the family is first
granted AFDC; for a family that ts aiready receiving assistance when this paragraph
Is implemented, this 24 months begins with the first month during which this
paragraph is implemented:

(2) waive the requirement that, for purposes of assistance for a
dependent child of unemployed parents, the principal wage-earning parcr.t must be
employed less than 100 hours a month; and

(3) allow the exclusion of $5.000 of the combined equity of motor
vehicles used by die family fcr basic family transportation, transportation of a disabled
child in the household, or transportation of a member of the family to or from
employment, training, or participation in an activity required under AS 47 25.303; if
the combined equity oi vehicles described in this paragraph exceeds $5,000. the
department shall apply the excess equity amount toward the asset limit otherwise
applicable to the family.

See. 47.25.303. WORKFARE, (a) The department shall operate a workfare
project. Each member of a family in an experimental group in the workfare project
who is IS years of age or older shall participate for 21 hours a week in an

ot CSSB 98(FLV)
[eXaiTtr rerr skkckxtzsi



«© oo -~ oo [&n ] I~ (&%) [Ne) —

wwl\.’)l\)l\)l\)l\)l\.‘)l\)l\)l\)l\.),_\,_\|; —

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

uncompensated activity if assigned to the activity by the department. The department
shall assess the availability of activities that satisfy the purposes of this subsection in
the project area and attempt to develop additional activities where necessary. When
assessing the availability of activities that arc suitable as uncompensated activities
under this section and in assigning persons to those activities, the department shall
consider activities recommended by governmental representatives of horoughs, cities,
and communities and others in the project area. The activities may include provision
of child carc for other project participants, community work experience, work-related
training programs, high school completion, GED programs, or culturally relevant
subsistence activities. The department shall penalize the family for failure of a person
to comply with this subsection by disregarding that person as a member of the family
for purposes of determining the amount of .AFDC assistance given to the family. The
period of time during which the department shall disregard tire noncomplying person
for purposes of determining the amount of the family's AFDC assistance is

(1) until the person is in compliance with this subsection if the person
has not previously been disregarded under this subsection:

(2) the longer of six months or until the person is in compliance with
this subsection if the person has previously been disregarded under (1) of this
subsection;

(3) the longer of 12 months or until the person is in compliance with
this subsection if the person has previously been disregarded under (2) of this

subscctton.

(b) If organizations exist in the project area that have had successful

experience in conducting employment placement services, community services,
remedial education services, and job trailing programs, the department may offer
contracts on a competitive basis or grants ur.der the department's grant application
process to administer (ai of this section. A contract or grant under this subsection
must provide that the department shall make the determinations required under (c) and
(d) of this section and the contractor or grantee shall perform the duties assigned to
the department under (a) of this section with respect to uncompensated activities,
including assessment of their availability, development of additional activities.

zssu J#(FIN) Nk
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consideration of activities recommended by governmental representatives, and
assignment of persons to specific activities after referral of those persons to the
contractor or grantee by the department. The department may, after consultation with
the appropriate contractor or grantee under this subsection, if any, use AFDC benefits
to subsidize payments or provide services to participants in community work projects
or work training projects; an amount distributed as a subsidy under this subsection is
not considered to be wages.

(c) The requirement to participate in an uncompensated activity under fa) of
this section docs not apply to a person who

(1) has paid employment of at least 20 hours a week; a person who has
paid employment of less than 20 hours a week shall participate in an uncompensated
activity assigned under (a) of this section for die number of hours that, when added
to the hours of paid employment, equals 21:

(2) is exempt from participating in an activity under AS 47.25.J21 *
47.25.429 (JOBS program):

(3) is cnroilcd as a full-urne student in good standing in acareer
educationprogram, college, or university, as defined in regulations adopted under
AS 14.43:

(4) is the parent or other relative of a child under six years of age
living in the same household who personally provides carc for the child;

(5) is determined, according to regulations of the department, to be
physically or mentally unable to perform any reasonable activity that may be assigned
under this section; or

(6) 1is a parent who is providing carc for a child who is experiencing
a disability.

(d) Notwithstanding (a) of this section, the department may not require a
person to participate in an uncompensated activity under (a) of this section unless the
department agrees to pay for

(1) costs ot child carc determined by the department to be necessary

for the person's participation; and
(2) transportation expenses determined by the department to be

5 | CSSB 98<FIN)
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necessary tor the person's participation in the activity.

(c) In this section, "project area" means the areas chosen by the department
in which to operate the workfare project described in this section.

See. 47.25.305. COOPERATION. State agencies shall cooperate with the
department to the extent necessary to implement AS 47.25.301 - 47.25.308.

Sec. 47.25.306. IMMUNITY FROM LIABILITY, (a) The Department of
Health and Social Services, and its employees, agents, and grantees, arc not liable for
civil damages as a result of an act or omission in the implementation, operation, or
administration of an authorized project under AS 47.25.301 - 47.25.308.

(b) The provisions of (a) of this section do not preclude liability for civil
damages as a result of recklessness or intentional misconduct.

(c) The provisions of (b) of this section do not constitute a waiver or limitation
of sovereign or other immunity.

See. 47.25.307. REGULATIONS. The Department of Health and Sccial
Services shall adopt regulations necessary to implement AS 47.25.301 - 47.25.308.
The regulations adopted by the department may include

(1) eligibility criteria for the project described in AS 47.25.301 *

47.25.308 that differ from eligibility rcquiicments :n AS 47.25.310 - 47.25.429 and the
regulations adopted under those statutes:
£2) a maximum number of participants to be included in the project.

If necessary:
(3) exemptions from requiring participation in the project because of
exceptional circumstances; and
(4) provisions for financial or nonfinancial sanctions for applicants who
faii to cooperate with project requirements.
See. 47.25.308. DEFLATIONS. In AS 47.25.301 - 47.25.308.

(1) "AFDC" means the program of aid to families with dependent

children under AS 47.25.310 - 47.25.420:
t2) w'department’ means the Department of Health and Social Services

ARTICLE IB. DIVERSION PROGRAM.,
Sec. 47.25.309. DIVERSION PROGRAM, (a) The Department of Health and

VAfFIN) % *
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Social Services shall operate a diversion program that is designed to increase family
income through employment and child support payments by offering lump-sum
diversion payments in place of ongoing financial assistance under the .AFDC program.
A diversion payment may be offered to an adult applicant for AFDC who isjob-ready
and who needs short-term financial assistance to meet critical needs in order to secure
employment and support for the applicant’s family.

(b) Diversion program benefits may be paid only to an applicant's family that
appears, based on the information provided to the department on an .AFDC application,
to be eligible for .AFDC benefits and to include a job-ready individual. The
department may offer, to an AFDC applicant with the potential to participate in die
diversion program, a choice hetween

(1) having the AFDC application processed under AS 47.25.310 -
47.25.429; or

(2) having the AFDC application referred to the diversion project under
this section.

(c) The amount of the diversion payment must be sufficient to meet the
family’s immediate needs as determined by the department and the participant. A
diversion payment may not exceed the amount the family would be eligible to receive
in the first two months of eligibility tor assistance under AS 47.25.310 - -*7.25.420 if
the family did not elect to receive a diversion payment under this section.

(d) As a condition of a family receiving a diversion payment under this
section, the participant must sign a binding contract between the participant and the
department that

(1) specifies the amount of the diversion payment and the needs it is
intended to cover,

(2) provides that, during the three-month period beginning with the
month in which the diversion payment was received, child support collected on behalf
of a child whose needs were considered in determining the diversion payment shall be
paid to die family; and

(3) provides that, if the famiiy reapplies for AFDC assistance under
AS 47.25.310 - 47.25.429 dunng the three months beginning with the month in which

7 CSSB 98(FIN)
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the family received a diversion payment, the diversion payment shall be prorated over
the three-month period and deducted from any AFDC benefit the family may be
eligible for under the new application.

() A family that receives a diversion payment may not receive another

diversion payment before the 12th month following the month in which it last received
a diversion payment.

(O The department shall implement this section only to the extent that
implementation is not prohibited under federal law. To the extent that this section may
be implemented under federal law or under a waiver approved under federal law, its
provisions supersede inconsi' tent provisions of AS 47.25.310 - 47.25.429, and (d)(2)
of this section supersedes inconsistent provisions of AS 25.27.120 and 25.27.130.

(g) In this section,

(1) “AFDC" means the program of aid to families with dependent
children under AS 47.25.310 - 47.25.420;
(2) “department" means the Department of Heaith and Social Services.
* Sec. 2. AS 47.25 is amended by adding new sections to read;

See. 47.25.311. INELIGIBILITY FOR ASSISTANCE, (a) A person is
ineligible for assistance under AS 47.25.310 - 47.25.420 for the following time pertods
upon administrative disqualification fcr making a false statement or misrepresentation
knowing it was false, or for knowingly failing to disclose a material fact, in order to
obtain or increase assistance under AS 47.25.310 - 47,25.420;

(1) six months following the first disqualification:
(2) 12 months following the second disqualification; and
(3) permanently following the third disqualification.

(b) A famiiy is not eligible for assistance under AS 47.25.310 - 47.25.420 if

the family includes an adult who has intentionally transferred an asset or assets at less
than fair market value for the purpose of establishing eligibility for assistance. The
period of ineligibility shall begin on the first day of the month following the transfer
of the asset or assets and shall remain in effect for a number of months equal to the
fair market value of the transferred asset or assets divided by the maximum payment
amount for the family as established under AS 47.25.320(a), or for 12 months.

08(FIN) 8-
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whichever is less.

(c)A family is not eligible for assistance for the following time periods after
the day on which theadult applicant or a custodial parent in the family, without good
cause, refused to accept, or separated from, suitable employment and that refusal or
separation caused the family's need for assistance:

(1) one month for the First refusal or separation without good cause;

(2) six months for the second refusal or separation withour good cause;
and

(3) 12 months for the third and subsequent refusal or separation without
good cause.

(d)The department shall implement this section only to the extent  that
implementation is notprohibited under federal law. To the extent that this section may
be implemented under federal law or under a waiver approved under federal law, its
provisions supersede inconsistent provisions of AS -J7.25.310 - 47.25.420.

Sec. 47.25.315. ASSISTANCE TO MINORS WTTH CHILDREN, (a) Except
as provided in (c) of this section, the department shall require, as a condition of
eligibility for assistance, that a minor parent must reside in a

(1) place of residence maintained by the minor's parent, legal guardian,
or other adult relative of the minor as the parent’s, guardian's, or other adult relative's
own home: or

(2) foster home, maternity home, or other adult-supervised supportive
living arrangement; however, the minor may satisfy the condition of eligibility
imposed by this subsection by residing in a foster home, maternity home, or other
adult-supervised supportive living arrangement only if

(A) the minor parent docs not have a parent, legal guardian, or
other adult relative who is living and whose whereabouts are known;

(B) there is no living parent, legal guardian, or adult relative of
the minor parent who will allow the minor to live in the home of the parent,
legal guardian, or adult relative; or

(C) the department determines that the physical or emotional
health or safety of the minor parent or the minor's child would be jeopardized

-9 css 98(FIN)
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if the minor and the minor's child lived in the same residence with any of the

minor's parents, legal guardian, or other adult relatives.

(b) Notwithstanding AS 47.25.360, the department shall, where possible, pay
assistance on behalf of a minor parent who is subject to the requirements of (a) of this
section to the minor's parent, legal guardian, or other adult relative, or, as applicable,
to the head of the adult-supervised supportive living arrangement where the minor
parent resides.

(c) The provisions of (a) of this section do not apply if

(1) the minor parent lived apart from the minor's parent or legal
guardian for either one year before the birth of the dependent child or one year before
the minor parent submitted the application for assistance; or

(2) die department otherwise determines under regulations that there is
good cause for waiving the requirements of (a) of this section in the ease of a
particular minor parent.

(d) In this section, 'minor parent’ means a person who is under the age of IS,
who has never marred, and is either

(1) the natural parent of a dependent child living in the same
household; or

(2) eligible for assistance as a pregnant woman.

(e) The department shail implement this section only to the extent that
iImplementation is not prohibited under federal law. To the extent that this section may
be implemented under federal law or under a waiver approved under federal law, its
provisions supersede inconsistent provisions of AS 47.25.310 - 47.25.420.

* Sec. 3. AS 47.25.320 is amended by adding new subsections to read:
(h) To the extent allowed under federal law or under a waiver approved under

lederal law, the department shall reduce the shelter allowance used under AS 47.25.310
- 47.25.420 for a family whose shelter costs are lower than the standard shelter
allowance used hy the department for similar families. The shelter allowance for a
family whose costs are below the standard allowance shall be an amount equal to the

family's actual verified shelter costs. In this subsection.
(1) shelter allowance' means the portion of the benefit under

°10- .
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AS 47.25.310 *47.25.420 that is allocated by die department for shelter costs;
(2) "shelter costs" means

(A) rental payments or mortgage payments for the family's
housing, including payments made for property or mortgage insurance and
property taxes: and

(B) the cost of utilities, including heat, electricity, basic
telephone scrvic'\ water, sewer, and garbage services incurred for the family's
housing; the department may establish different utility cost standards for
different areas of the state and may use an average utility cost per month based
on estimated level payments over a 12-month period.

(i) To the extent allowed under federal law or under a waiver approved under
federal law, the department shall, for the months of July, August, and September,
reduce by 50 percent the maximum assistance for which the family is otherwise
eligible if the family’s eligibility for assistance is based on the unemployment of the
family's principal wage earner. However, if the commissioner determines that
temporary economic conditions have resulted in decreased cn plovment opportunities
during those months™and a reduction in assistance would impose nr undue hardship on
a family, the department may waive application of this paragraph with respect to that
family.

» Sec. 4. AS 47.25.360 is amended to read;

Sec. 47.25.360. GRANTING OF ASSISTANCE. Upon the completion of the
investigation the department shall decide whether the child is eligible for assistance
under AS 47.25.310 - 47.25.J20, the amount of assistance, and the date on which it
starts. The department shall notify the person having custody of the child of its
decision. Except as provided in AS 47.25.315il»). the (THE] assistance shall be paid
monthly to the person having custody of the child upon order of the department.

» Sec. 5. AS 47.25 is amended by adding a ncw section to read:

Sec. 47.25.36*1. TIME LIMITS ON BENEFITS, (a) A family is not eligible

for more than 24 months of assistance under AS 47.25.310 *47.25.420 during any 60
1 consecutive months that occur after the effective date of this section.
(b) 'Pic eligibility of a family described in (a) of this section shall be extended

¥ CSSBIS(FIN)
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beyond 24 months if the family
(1) includes an individual who is the caretaker or spouse of a caretaker
of a dependent child or who is a pregnant woman, who is
(A) determined, under regulations of the department, to be
physically or mentally unable to perform gainful activity; or
(B) a parent who is providing care for a child who is
experiencing a disability; or
(2) has cooperated with the department and every adult in the family
who has been assigned to an activity under AS 47.25.303 or 47.25.421 -47.25.429 has
substantially complied with the requirements of the program to  which the person was
assigned but
(A) a temporary and verified physical condition, as supported
by appropriate medical documentation, prevents adults in the family from
attaining and maintaining employment that would provide the family with net
income equal to or greater than what the family would receive from the
assistance grant:
(B) the department failed to provide services required under

AS 47.25.303(d) or 47.25.427 with respect to the family; or

(O despite all appropriate efforts, the adults in the family have
been unable to find employment that would provide the family with total net
income equal to or greater than what die family would receive from assistance.

(c) Notwithstanding (a) of this section, a family that becomes ineligible for
assistance solely by operation of (a) of this section nevertheless remains eligible :or
medical assistance under AS 47.07 for a period of 12 months after losing eligibility
for assistance under (a) of this section.

(d) The department shall implement this section only to the extent that
implementation is not prohibited under federal law. To the extent that this section may
be implemented under federal law or under a waiver approved under federal law. its
provisions supersede inconsistent provisions of AS 47.25.310 - 47.25.420.

* Sec. 6. AS 47.25 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 47.25.366. SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, (a) The department shall reduce

CSSB 980TN) 12-
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the assistance for which an assistance unit is otherwise eligible under AS 47.25.310 -
47.25.420 if a minor parent in the assistance unit fails, without good cause, to meet
standards of adequate levels of school attendance, as defined in regulations of the
depanincnt. The reduction under this subsection shall be achieved by disregardsg the
needs of the person who failed to meet the school attendance standards. The person’s
needs shall be disregarded until the minor parent complies.

(b) The department shall implement this section only to the extent that

implementation is not prohibited under federal law. To the extent that this section may
be implemented under federal law or under a waiver approved under federal law, its
provisions supersede inconsistent provisions of AS 47.25.-j0 *47.25.420.

* Sec. 7. AS 47 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

CHAPTER 27. ALASKA TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.
Sec. 47.27.005. DLTTES OF THE DEPARTMENT. The department shall

(1) administer 'he Alaska temporary assistance prcgram by provicing
assistance with basic living expenses ant self-sufficiency services to needy chilcren
and their families under this chapter:

(2) establish, by regulation, prcgram standards that will provde
incentives to work, incentives tor financial planning, ar.d opportunities to develop self-
sufficiency while providing assistance with basic living expenses;

(3™ prepare, submit to the federal government, and amend, if necessary,
a state plan designed to assure that federal money is available to the state for tre
operation Oi the program set out in this chapter to provide assistance for basic living
expenses and self-sufficiency services to needy children and their families consistent
with the st.ic objectives identified in (2) of this section;

(4) adopt methods ot program administration to ensure consistency w th
(he federal requirements under any successor federal program that replaces the aid o
families with dependent children program:

(5) make reports to the federal government as required under ary
successor federal program that replaces the aid to families with dependent children
program, in the form and containing the information required, and comply with the
provisions 'hat the federal government determines arc necessary to ensure correct n d

13- CSSU 98(L IN)
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verifiable information on the program;
(6) provide to the legislature an annual executive summary of the
information required to be reported to the federal government under (5, of this section;
(7) conduct studies and research in order to evaluate and monitor the
effectiveness of the state program; and
(8) adopt regulations and take action to implement, interpret, and
administer the provisions of this chapter.
See. 47.27.010. ELIGIBLE FAMILIES. The following families may apply for
assistance under the Alaska temporary assistance program:
(1) asingle parent who has the physical custody of one or more related
dependent children;
(2) acaretaker of one or more dependent children who is a relative to
at least the fifth degree;
(3) a woman in the last trimester of pregnancy; or
(4) atwo-parent family with physical custody of one or more related
dependent children.
Sec. 47.27.015. DISQUALIFYING CONDITIONS, (a) A family isnot
eligible for assistance under the Alaska temporary assistance program if tire family
includes an adult who

(1) has received benefits under the Alaska temporary assistance

program, or a program of another state operated under a federal assistance grant
program for needy families, for a total of 60 months as the caretaker or spouse of a
caretaker of a dependent chiid or as a pregnant woman, unless the caretaker or
pregnant woman is
(A) determined, under regulations of the department to be
physically or mentally unable to perform gainful activity;
(B) a parent who is providing carc for a child who is
experiencing a disability; or
(C) a family determined by the department to be exempt from
this paragraph by reason of hardship; die number of families for whichan
exemption is in effect under this subparagraph may not exceed 10 percent or

08(FIN') o
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the maximum percentage of families allowed an exemption under federal law,

—_

2 whichever is greater; or

3 (2) is determined to be fleeing to avoid prosecution, custody, or

4 confinement after conviction, in this or another jurisdiction, for a crime Lliat is

5 classified as a felony or a chr* A misdemeanor under AS 11 or the criminal laws of

6 the jurisdiction where the criminal activity was committed.

1 (b) A family is not eligible for assistance under this chapter for a period of

S 120 months beginning on the date the adult applicant for the family is convicted of

9 having fraudulently misrepresented the applicant's residence in order to receive
10 assistance in more than one state under a program financed with federal money under
11 any successor federal program that replaces the aid to families with dependent children
12 program,

13 (c) A family is not eligible for the following time periods if the family's
14 demonstrated need for assistance is due to a refusal of or voluntary separation from
15 suitable employment by the adult applicant, or a custodial parent or caretaker, without
16 good cause:

17 (1) one month for the first refusal or separation without good cause;

18 (2) six months for th second refusal or separation without good cause;
19 and

20 (3) 12 months for the third and subsequent refusal or scparauon without
21 good cause.

m (d) A family is not eligible frr assistance for up to 12 months if» ' mily's
23 demonstrated need is due to an intentional transfer of an asset or assets at less than fair
24 market value for the purpose of establishing eligibility for assistance. A period of
25 ineligibility shall begin on the first day of the month following the transfer of the asset
26 or assets and shall remain in effect for a number of months equal to the fair market
21 value of the transferred asset or assets divided by the maximum payment amount for
28 the family as established under AS **7.27.025, or for 12 months, whichever is less.
29 (e) An Alaska temporary assistance program applicant or participant who is
30 administratively disqualified for making a false statement or misrepresentation knowing
311 it was fa'sc. or for knowingly failing to disclose a material fact, in order to obtain or
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increase assistance or services under this chapter is not eligible to receive assistance
under this chapter for a period of

(1) six months following the first disqualification;

(2) 12 months following the second disqualification; and

(3) permanently following the third disqualification.

See. 47.27.020. .APPLICATION .AND REQUIREMENTS FOR ASSISTANCE,
(a) An applicant for assistance under the Alaska temporary assistance program shall
complete an application in writing, or by electronic means, and in a form specified by
the department. The applicant must be a pregnant woman or an individual who has
physical custody of the dependent child or children. The application must be complete
and must provide all of the information about the family and the child or children that
is requested by the department. The applicant shall provide all supporting
documentation for verification that the department determines to be necessary to
establish eligibility.

Ib) On die application, each applicant shall attest to whether the family, at any
time, has received assistance from another state program that was established with
federal money under any successor federal program that replaces the aid to families
with dependent children program and whether the famiiy has ever been disqualified
from receiving assistance under a successor federal program that replaces aid to
families with dependent children for the period tor which the application has been
submitted.

(c) An applicant shall agree to cooperate with the department to establish a
familv self-sufficiency plan and to participate in work activitic<whcn assigned by the
department. e

(d) An applicant shall acknowledge the assignment of support rights as
required by AS 47.27.040(a) and shall agree to cooperate with the child support
enforcement agency of the Department of Revenue to the extent required under
AS 47.27.040(b). The applicant shall agree to report all child support payments
received directly by the family, during or for a period for which the family is receiving
assistance under this chapter, to the department within 15 days after receipt of those
payments.
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(c) An applicant shall update the information requested in the application at
regular intervals as established by the department in regulation. The department may
conduct reviews of an application and audit the information provided as necessary to
determine eligibility.

See. 47.27.025. FAMILY ASSISTANCE, (a) The department shall provide
assistance for basic living expenses to families that establish eligibility based on a
determination of need that considers the family's available income, assets, and other
resources, as established by the department in regulation. Each dependent child in the
famiiy is eligible for assistance except as otherwise provided in AS 47.27.015 or
47.27.027(b), and assistance received as a dependent chiid docs not count against
eligibility for assistance tinder this chapter as a caretaker or spouse of a caretaker of
a dependent child or as a pregnant woman.

(b) The amounts of assistance for basic living expenses may not exceed the
following:

(1) for a dependent child living with a nonnccdv relative caretaker,
S452 per month, plus S102 for each additional child:

(2) for a impendent child living with at least one needy parent or
relative caretaker. S321 per month, pius 5102 for each additional child and S102 for
a second needy parent if the second parent is physically or mentally unable to perform
gainful activity as defined by department regulation; or

(3) for afamily consisting solely of an eligible pregnant woman. S514
per month.

(c) The department shall, for the months of July. August, and September,
reduce by 50 pcrceni the maximum assistance for which the family is otherwise
eligible if the family's eligibility for assistance is based on the unemployment of ihe
family's principal wage earner. However, if the commissioner determines that
temporary economic conditions have resulted in decreased employment opportunities
durrng those months and a reduction in assistance would impose an undue hardship on
a family, the department may waive application of this paragraph with respect to that
family.

(d) The department shall reduce assistance under this section to the extent thal

17- CSSB 98/FIN)
| ] rgJte o' f'IrriLr."i ISCLXTtD 7VCT SKACXTTrCj



