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I would like to make a statement in response to the proposed 
reductions in the Division of Public Health.

I am a long time public health nurse. I know what happens when 
travel budgets are cut. I have seen the results of reduced public 
health services: with reduced disease prevention and containment 
services, diseases and disabilities increase at great cost to 
individuals and the state. Other stat»3 are sadly aware of this, 
and are scrambling to make up for years of costly disarray in their 
public health systems. The Division spends a good deal of money on 
travel tc provide services. That is the unavoidable cost of our 
state's geography and demographics. The Division serves villages 
and communities by traveling to them. Many little communities do 
not have any other health care provider than a public health nurse 
who visits one or two times a year. Thus, travel is essential.

The other proposed cuts in the Division's budget will affect 
service delivery. Our work today is so complex and in so many 
program areas that the workers in the field need enormous support 
from administration. I respectfully ask you to reflect on the 
potential consequences of these cut*. In public health, money spent 
up front is money saved. I am happy to provide any further 
information to you from my perspective. Thank you.
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The Arts and Humanities are an essential part of education.

Perhaps they are not directly connected to economic concerns or 

even, on the surface, to the interests of the majority, they 

none the less have an important role in a healthy culture.

Just as few people are interested in an education in medicine, 

we cannot deny the benefit we all receive from the tiny proportion 

of people who pursue such a course. The effect of the Arts and 

Humanities is less apparent but has an impact far beyond the 

minority who take interest in them. The primary benefit is 

their role as "cultural fertilizer" providing a rich soil out 

of which a healthy culture can grow. Generally speaking, this 

"cultural fertilizer" consists of encouraging flexibility of 

thought and, to a certain degree, an ability to observe 

ourselves more dispassionately. The fact that the majority are 

not interested in such tools does not negate the effect of 

those who are on society as a whole.

The Arts and Humanities are not essential in a decaying culture 

but they are essential for a healthy one.

P.O. Box 23309 

Ketchikan, AK 9S901
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March 20, 1996

Alaska Legislature 
Finance Comml T.tftft 
Juneau, Alaska

Pear Finsnc« Committee,

:it has cotne to our attention that you are considering further funding reductions 

for Public Television and Radio in Alaska,

Your failure to understand the importance or Public Kadio and Television in 

A'laaka communities, large and small, is appalling. For th« thousands of U3 who 

cannot receive cable TV for ono reason or another the Public TV and Radio service 

io nboulutely vital. There is nothing commercially available to replace the 

statewide weather broadoast by noaa, the educational programs, nature programs, 

news programs and even financial programs. These Public Stations need a strong 

signal that will reach usl And they arc doing it now on reduced funding you set 

last year. The development of Alaska One (KUAC, KYUK and KT00) for instance 

has given ua an even better product than FATNET and I support them with my own 

money as a subscriber. They are doing thoir part to operate with less.

Please think about the quality of life for Ala3kans as you make your budget cuts. 

We want a leaner, cost efficient government, not « mean spirited, backward place 

wnere no one enjoys life at all. Surely there Is still real 11 fat" you can cut 

that would not have such a negative impact on those who look to you for leadership.

w« will be watching closely to see who is supportive and non-supportlve of our 

Public Television and Kadio funding. If you folks in the Legislature and on the 

Finance Committee are not "in tune" with what Alaskans Want, ask your friends and 

neighbors back home.

Sincerely

»

KHtchikan, Alaska

ccr Governor Tony Knowles, Juneau, AX
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Mr. or Madam Chairperson, member o f  the committee, 

ladies and gentlemen. My name is Myra Olsen, Vice 

Chairperson o f  Rural Alaska Resources Association. Rural 

Alaska Resources Association is a statewide organization 

that represent the interest o f  rural Alaska’s subsistence 

hunters and gatherers. I am here to testify in support of 

retaining full funding for Alaska Department o f  Fish and 

Game: with special emphases to retain general funding 

support to Division o f  Subsistence at this year level. The 

Division o f Subsistence provides essential functions for the 

ADF&G in collecting and presenting information on 

subsistence fishing and hunting to resource managers to 

fulfill its legal mandate under the statute. Just a few days 

ago, the House cut $200,000 of the general funds support 

for the Division. The aggregate cuts over the last six years 

have resulted in the reduction of the Division budget by 

50%. These cuts will result in crippling the capacity o f the 

division to fulfill its statutory mandate to ensure adequate



opportunity for subsistence taking and uses of fish and 

game resources.

Mr. Chairman, the only way the hunter in rural Alaska can 

put food on the table is to get a hunting license. Therefore, 

many o f the hunters in rural Alaska contribute a substantial 

amount to the Fish and Game on the “hunting side.” The 

Constitution states that there will be no dedicated funds.

We proposed that this finance committee retain the level o f 

funding from the general fund for the Division of 

Subsistence at the level it was funded last year and for the 

general fund to be replenished from the proceeds o f 

licenses from rural Alaska. Rural Alaskan's do not hunt for 

“trophies” but hunts to put food on the table.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, 1 submit with my testimony a 

fact sheet prepared by ADF&G of what the results will be 

o f  a gutted Division o f  Subsistence. Thank you for 

allowing me to testify on this very important fiscal matter.



Subsistence Division Budget Gutted Further

The House budget cuts the Division of Subsistence program (general funds) by 
$200,000. Combined with general fund cuts over the past six years, the Division’s 
general fund program has been reduced by 50% (from $2.1 million in 1992 to $1.1 
million in 1997) (see attached graph). State general funds are used to fulfill out 
statutory mandate to ensure adequate opportunity for subsistence taking and uses. 
With these funds, we pay for 15 fuli-time and 3 seasonai staff. These cuts would result 
in a less of 3 full-time and 1 part-time staff, nearly one-third the staff charged to fulfull 
our statewide mandate.

A Gutted Program
At this funding level, the Division of Subsistence cannot cany out its legal mandates -  
to collect and present information on subsistence fishing and hunting to resource 
managers and to the public, so that subsistence uses can be protected within the state. 
At this funding level:

• The Division becomes simply a cataloger of old information.
• Staff would not directly participate in resource management decisions.
• New subsistence information would not be collected in most areas.
• Reliable subsistence information collected by the Division would become 

increasingly outdated.
• The Boards increasingly would depend on informatjun collected under state harvest 

ticket and permit systems, which are notoriously inaccurate for representing 
subsistence hunting patterns in villages.

• Board decisions necessarily would have to be more conservative.
• Remaining staff in the Division would be centralized in Juneau, Anchorage, or 

Fairbanks. Regional office functions would be closed in Angoon, Nome, and Fort 
Yukon, and possibly Dillingham and Bethel.

• Collaborative projects with subsistence user groups would not take place under 
state funding.

• The Division would not have the core staff to attract federal money for subsistence 
research.

• Tne ability of the state to regain subsistence management is further eroded.
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\  . ' v ^  p \ j L  ✓ vv»-y'A>>L. VT>"'' & O  C ~C 7-^  U ^ - 2 o ~ * S ,  / i " / '» * '> |0 ^ ' ‘  C ^ -^«  *—° ^ n  V ^ x i  £ > k o t *JV \
'V 'V ^C y^ ' OU -̂> \^v^LOs£.'k»-+-c llV^ Op O-r-^ CxOljJbd-<-T. A> 0-pa\\A \n?J'̂ Ay} 4o

 . , / v c _ e v £ -  U ^ -C t_ . < ^ -C -p > ^ -A s  /7> -s  C S ^ A  \/^£vA^A j4^£rvNs / l / ^  d ^ < £ 0  o -6 S j'£ > 7 L
o - y j  \ v v  ~ c ^ W N K - f U v ^ o .  C £ > i ^ r V \ 2 r v >  ■ e ^ w - c ^ e j i / S  < x A  l ' ^ \
(;?,<'';(̂ o . 7 ^  enxkx-A /4o r 'e j ^ - A ^  t w i c v ^  '

£r 0  ̂'(LIjOc SO^jl -Voj cxv^oL v w v t ) !Y ^ v \G ^ t 2JLd*~̂ .

4o tis jz . LrSA- c£ ^-5 o - W \ £ i ^ 5  o ^
<^T Q h ^ e ^ c * -$  o - v O  A >  i  o - r - ^  — e~R V ' e ^ y i t k J ^  l a J ^ A s « y u ^

o(L c)7 trc -— 5>v_ idJkJT'c^o} c .^ f i^ - ^ - 5 <'~7VVt'W- oaj^

C.v" -K  - fo i . O — \ A Cysju»^^

'Xr-x ^ o U o i l s  , ‘i / \k ^ e c ) W^KcTv^. £>£ av-Cj p^ -̂*-yy^5 T^^oJi/o / r \
v*‘yyr\3V A L k T ^ - f ^ "  '•rs y r^C fl,s^ ̂ c>-,p A-<v,-.l <>-ir-d fic ^u ts 0>5 i^x-tA o- c£-Q-CAMr̂ K.

\ /v 'I'kxjL. c j ^ o p - O ^  U J T C 'tt O^a "' 1<=^XA' I > 1 ‘ C^e i- P*- r t t f io L  (Xa A ,

-lAv-c) ( ^ u ^ s u  4-0 C^nsvJ^ ,^a-v^NX. CA. ̂ '''r ^  oA'^^dd8 O- $C/I^0c)l pf'DCpr*-**- VVA, CvC^^OUCf')

SIG N ED  A / ^ ^ y  f l ,  K a i l U? £ rJ &
TESTIiTl

REPRESENTING (OPTIONAL) — ----- ^

•  L 3 J . L  / X > x ^ r  £ £ 2 3 3 2 1  S £ lh 2 !L 0 2 £ '3
ADDRESS/PHONENLJMBER ^  A K \(ofc l.7)»^M | j



AR
-2
3-
96
 
SA
T 

12
:0
8 

FB
X 

L1
0 

FA
X 

NO
. 
90
74
56
33
46
 

P. 
05

' fir-^
rf? ̂  ̂vi 
p f i  *

■i*N

\ r M U l

"D <2-

1 l - i

" T  ' t  r.

U K  -
< % U U*a|7_a.' VJ

-£
\0 .

J ' 5

._ , r r  v ” ?

1-5
* ni&is*

3  S I  f  a ] 3  t-S
'O Vi i

cr^

^ < r  * P ;

vn

?
f-T>

P j f - ?
</i

2  *

:  i .

IkliTMJS

<iTy ii

<2.
o
♦i.
v
~Q
4)
o

C*:

*
>-
o
<y
<£
O

fv ^ t
sfii

>—>



MflR-23-1996 12=35 PETERSBURG L ID 90? 772 3779 P.02

FRED W. TR1EM 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

PROCTOR IN ADMIRALTY 
P.O. BOX 129 

Petersburg, Alaska 99833 
(907) 772-3917 
23 March 1996

House Finance Committee 
A laska Legislature 
Juneau

In re: Appropriation for Public Broadcasting—radio and television

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

Among the reasons for maintaining the present funding level for public
bi oadcasting in Alaska, please consider the following:

(1) Public broadcasting promotes public safety:

(a) broadcasting of weather information—for safe travel, boating, and flying

(b) emergency broadcasting— disaster and vs eather warning alerts; tsunami warnings

(2) Public broadcasting promotes public health:

(a) educational programs about disease prevention— example: hepatitis

(b) informational programs— example, recent public t.v. show about ebola virus

(3) Public broadcasting promotes public education:

(a) children’s programs— Where in the world is Carmen San Diego? (teaches 
geography; produced in conjunction with Natl. Geographic Society)

(b) science and math programs—teaches basic concepts to children and adults

(c) adult education— broadcast o f GED and telecourses to rural and bush areas

Please do not cut funding for public broadcasting—we are barely hanging on now! 
Regards from Petersburg.

Sincerely,

G J-
Fred W. Triem

TOTAL P.02
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3.23.96

Representatives:

I understand making difficult budget decisions. I'm on the board of directors of Narrows 
Broadcasting Corporation (KFSK, Petersburg) a public radio station that lost a third of our budget 
last year for a total of 70% in cuts over the past few years. We will not survive another 15% cut 
coming so soon after such drastic decreases. To indicate otherwise is a misrepresentation of the 
facts.

One fact is that Alaska is about to take a giant step backwards. In a world where government and 
business are laboring to increase the public's access to information the $808,500 reduction in 
state funding will effectively deny access to life saving emergency messages, education, weather, 
community public service announcements, and local, state and national news. It will exaggerate 
the isolation and alienation of the rural population and destroy an existing telecommunications 
infrastructure.

Public broadcasting has been working to eliminate its dependence on state and federal funding. 
Reorganization and implementation of cost saving measures are in progress and being closely 
watched by the public broadcasting stations throughout the United States. If we succeed, our 
restructuring could provide an example for others, but we need that chance to succeed. A chance 
that could be realized through a cut-free recovery period. A chance to save an essential service to 
rural areas, a communications asset to the state and offer a model of operations to the rest of the 
country.

Governor Knowles understands this and has recommended funding for public broadcasting 
remain at last year's level. Don’t sacrifice a part of Alaska's future and the leadership role we are 
taking in restructuring for a quick economic fix in the present.

Sincerely,

Chris Weiss 
Box 32
Petersburg, Alaska 99833

TOTAL P.02
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MARILYN E. DUGGAR 
P O  Box 355 
Nenana, Alaska 
March 23, 1996

HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

I am "speaking" to you to implore you not to cut public school funding. We desperately 
need to keep up with the quality o f education o f  the rest o f the US and o f the World. 
While searching for places to cut, as you must, do not look to the children's education to 
take from. As a school board member I have witnessed repeated cutbacks hat we have 
had to deal with. I believe we are to the bare bones already. We have taken away 
valuable programs that were considered extraneous, such as reading incentive programs, 
extra aids for high needs children, and many more. W e have combined classes in the 
elementary leaving one teacher with two grade levels. Many high school electives are no 
longer available as we have fewer teachers there to teacher the state requirements o f a 
basic no frills education.

I would like to see the correspondence programs to continue with your funding. 
Correspondence values are unparalleled with any other program offered through state or 
federal education. The children in outlying parts o f  our state, disabled students, and 
students who just don't fit into the school system and work better on their own are 
benefited.

The RSVP Program for the rural students is such a valuable tools for hands on experience 
in job fields students are interested in. This program encourages students to pursue 
vocational education in a field they are already familiar with instead o f leaving High 
School hoping to fall into something, I  think the RSVP Program would do well to be 
encouraged rather than cut.

I empathize with your task o f cutting the budget. There are many more programs I would 
like to see receive their full funding, but I believe that there is no program as worthy and 
important to receive full funding as public education.

Thank you
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Sean Parnell
House Finance Committee 
fax: 465-2278

Representative Sean Parnell,

I'm writing to enlist your support for the funding of public radio, in particular that 
of the Kachemak Bay Broadcasting Incorporated. I manage a 40 plus unit motel in 
the Homer area, and I have found public radio to be an essential part of the services 
I can provide my customers. Through public radio I can keep abreast of local 
weather and fishing conditions for which most of my customers make the voyage to 
ITomer for. Public radio also keeps me informed about interesting things going on 
within the Homer community that my customers may find of interest as well as 
those around the state. With the increase in tourism and the vast distances they 
traverse I have found that only public radio provides the detailed and widespread 
coverage that I need to stay informed on conditions and happenings that directly 
affect my business.

Recently there has been much discussion concerning the comparative industries in 
this area: oil and tourism. Needless to say my livelihood, and those of my 
employees rely on the tourist industry which I feel has been demeaned for the sake 
of the big business oil dollar. I find it objectionable to think that special breaks and 
conditions can be given to the oil industry which serves a minority of Alaskans 
while a public service, like radio, for all Alaskans continues to be the objects of cuts.
1 seriously hope you will reconsider the direction Alaska seems to be taking and in 
your hands guide it towards tourism and Alaskans which benefit more and is 
ecologically less damaging than the harvesting of oil.

For all of us the continuance and upgrade of public radio is not only important, but 
directly affects our lives and those of our visitors.

Thank you for helping us create better businesses,

Kenny Cobb, manager

Beluga Lake Lodge 
984 Ocean Dr. 
Homer, AK 996603
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Pete Kelly-
House Finance Committee 
fax: 465-2278

I'm writing to enlist your support for the funding of public radio, in particular that 
of the Kachemak Bay Broadcasting Incorporated. I manage a 40 plus unit motel in 
the Homer area, and I have found public radio to be air essential part of the services 
I can provide my customers. Through public radio I can keep abreast of local 
weather and fishing conditions for which most of my customers make the voyage to 
Homer for. Public radio also keeps me informed about interesting things going on 
within the Homer community that my customers may find of interest as well as 
those around the state. With the increase in tourism and the vast distances they 
traverse I have found that only public radio provides the detailed and widespread 
cov .ge that I need to stay informed on conditions and happenings that directly 
affect my business.

Recently there has been much discussion concerning the comparative industries in 
this area: oil and tourism. Needless to say my livelihood, and those of my 
employees rely on the tourist industry which I feel has been demeaned for the sake 
of the big business oil dollar. I find it objectionable to think that special breaks and 
conditions can be given to the oil industry which serves a minority of Alaskans 
while a public service, like radio, for all Alaskans continues to be the objects of cuts.
I seriously hope you will reconsider the direction Alaska seems to be taking and in 
your hands guide it towards tourism and Alaskans which benefit more and is 
ecologically less damaging than the harvesting of oil.

For all of us the continuance and upgrade of public radio is not only important, but 
directly affects our lives and those of our visitors.

Thank you for helping us create better businesses,

Kenny Cobb, manager

^Beluga Lake Lodge 
984 Ocean Dr.
H om er, A K  996603

Representative Pete Kelly ,



David & Maryann Frazier 
2634} Shepherdia Drive 
Anchorage AK 99508 

274-2869

March 23, 1996

To: Mark Hanley, Co-Chair
House Finance Com mittee Member

Re: Funding cuts for Alaska State Council on the AiU (ASCA)

My husband and I are long time residents: 37 years for me and 28 years for him. 
He owns and runs an insurance brokerage company here and I am a bookkeeper. We 
own a home, a 4-plcx and property. We have two children in school, one in junior high 
and one in grade school. We are all concerned about the proposed funding cuts to 
eliminate the ASCA and the devasting impact it would have on the entire state.

You see. we are more than just taxpayers and students. We are also citizens of 
this state, and as such, we are representatives of life in Alaska when we travel, and we 
travel quite a bit. Eliminating funding for the Arts doesn’t just hu rt the Art 
comm unity, it hurts everyone. A rt in this isolated region of the world is a connecting 
and uniting force. W ithout it we become void culturally. W ithout culture there is no 
richness to life. W ithout that, we simply labor.

My family would have little to stay in Alaska for if funding for the arts is 
eliminated. I am  not just a bookkeeper, but also a dancer and painter. Both of my 
children dance and the oldest is a budding musician. My husband and I spend our extra 
money on supporting live performance and visual arts in Alaska. Wc have seen the 
magic the arts Has on our lives and our children and know that it m ust continue for us. 
There are other states who value the arts. Must wc be so short sighted?

Please vote for continuing the ASCA. Our 
family does not support eliminating the Council or 
its role in Alaska.

M aryann and David Frazier
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March 25, 1996

House Finance Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska

Dear House Finance Committee,

This letter is regarding proposed budget cuts by the House sub-committee for 
Occupational Licensing for Fiscal Year 1997.

Associated Island Brokers, Inc. of Kodiak, a member of the Alaska Association of 
Realtors, shares the concerns of the Association regarding proposed budget cuts for 
Fiscal Year ‘97, and supports the position it has taken. These budget cuts would 
significantly affect objectives, positions and publications vital to the operation of tbe 
Association and its members. The effects of these cuts would be far-reaching and long- 
lasting, defeating the purposes for which it was established.

Associated Island Brokers, Inc. joins the Alaska Association of Realtors in respectfully 
requesting the reinstatement of these funds needed to continue such essential programs.

Sincerely,

Sharlene Sullivan, Broker

KODIAK. ALASKA 99615 D3
FAX: (907)486-4016

218 CENTER AVE.. SUfTE 200
OFFICE: (907) 486-2000
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TO: House Finance Committee 
State Capitol, Room 519 
Juneau, 99801-1182

From: Ph/fax 262-9601

Re: Reserve a safety net for your constituents when their jobs are lost
by slashed state spending

Date: 3/23/96
From: James E. Fisher, pft> leg counsel, Alaska Legal Services (ALSC)

At a recent constituent hearing, I was shocked when my request to increase 
A LSC’s grant, was emotionally and emphatically illustrated by the requests 
o f more than 20 very worried employees o f the Alaska Employment Service, 
concerned over prospective unemployment when lack o f binding deletes the 
Kenai, Homer and Seward Offices. I predict, only a short time will pass until 
some o f  those neighbors will need Alaska Legal Services for help in a  crisis 
resulting from unemployment.

It is probably not. much comfort to those Alaskans, that the prospective job 
loss imminent for them, is apparently the fault o f less Federal funding.

As a safety net, when your constituents lose jobs from slashed state spending, 
1 urge the reservation o f 1% o f the sum(s) cut from state programs, to be 
added to the present level o f the Alaska Legal Services allocation. If  this 
safety net is reserved to ALSC it would assure the continuation o f crisis help 
for those “knocked off their feet” by slashed state spending.

Many Alaskans feel insecure over the job/economy situation—which is 
probably not helped by repeated media reports o f  drastically proposed less 
state spending.1
To provide the crisis help for children, families, and other vulnerable 
Alaskans, legislative strengthening of the ALSC grant is wise because:

> »  ALSC is uniquely able to help Alaskans hurt by slashed state spending. 
> » A L S C  has a proven record o f helping Alaskans catapulted into severe 
crisis to get “back on their feet” and is functioning statewide.

; Senator John Sachet, as a former Finance Chair, observed that 2000 Jobs (State, local &  private)would 
be lost for each S 100,000,000 in slashed state spending.
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W ithout the direction o f A k Legal Services the Pro Bono Program w;:U not 
perform. The private law yers will be unable to systematically contribute to 
ju stice  in A laska, as such lawyers do now  under the Pro Bono Program  
Therefore, i f  Ak Legal Services is w eakened (or horrors, vanishes i f  A LSC  
collapses) the am ount o f  pro bono ju stice will decline, possibly to  a drastic 
extent.

For protection o f  your constituents, I implore you to  reserve to the ALSC 
grant an additional 1% o f  any overall state spending cuts, to insure crisis help 
will be available w hen it w ill be desperately needed by our Alaskan
neighbors.

Thanks again for hearing my plea,

171 Farnsw orth Blvd. 99669, ph/fax:262-9601

(HF32396h.ear)
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to tha M ^  <-*1-
comrnittae name

committee on tfB  H 1 2 ~ ^  ( ̂ tecf 2  -  3 . ~
fctll/suOject

Sianed:
Pestifiar

Representing (Optional)
P . O .  T r W x  -  K ^ A j a - ^ .

Aaarsss

3 8 5 '  n n ^  3 _________________________________________________________

Phone No.

5:S* _)e»'a;s» t^rmecr. Ct^:i
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to the House Finance 

Committee committee on SB_197/Qpcrating Budget, dated 3/22/96.

Please protect funding for victim services in Alaska. 

Domestic violence A sexual assault are public safety issues which 

directly affect the lives of many Alaskans.

Consider:

- Alackan women, are killed at 1.5 tines the national average.

- Last year, 67* of the murders investigated by the Alaska 

State Troopers involved domestic violence.

- Alaska leads the nation in per capita sexual assaults of

The Alaska Network on Domestic Violence A Sexual Assault has 

identified a f735,500 currant unset financial need for victim 

service programs around the state. Locally* we at the Women’s 

Resource A Crisis Center in Kenai are unable to adequately provide 

the requested children’s services due to lack of sufficient 

funding. Women and children who need to reach our safe shelter 

from rural communities often mist stay in abusive situations 

because there is not enough funding for their emergency travel.

Maintenance funding will not meet the current need. We urge 

you to deal with this public safety issue responsibly by ensuring 

that shelter and advocacy services are funded at a level which 

offers victims the safety and protection they deserve. B u d g e t cuts 

sh< ild not endanger the lives of women and children. Thank you for 

your support.

adults

Brenda G. Wiefferin^, Executive Director 
Women’s Resource A Crisis Center
325 S. Spruce St., Kenai, AK 99611 Phone: 283-9479
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the recard my testimony to the C A /M u ff/t.
^•£197  committee name

5 Z B 1 L  o P e w rw  £ > » (& L * a  3 / t ^ h b ________________________c o m m i t t e e  o n  
hili/sudlect

-fJvio (Uru-td. ^ j c / i n

<TL^ J d r u  & i r y * u i * L Z ^

t L o  c p n * ^

/  u ^~ cn. A a A s ^o  X^-f^-^.aLc^ (yO-ZcJL̂ .— /

a J o u s U L ^ A ^  <2^ryyi^Q -fa-Asyy\ u s i / t o  m

Csf-0~U—  cd^-uU^ -4- J A  ̂ ^ L C ^ c ^ A c J  ' ̂ rn * ir ‘- 11■'

tiSi-JXsot-S-^} / ’ZLc. (2 ^ - ^ A l ^ X ^ c Y t K j i J - J  Cf €■ ^ <̂ £rfa<-

m c t t t f y  j , ^ ' S ^ u u ^ f r c C s s a ^  A *

" y /A.  Ac/yt̂ . Co a A ^
.« 7  J , .  % T  , * z A * M z ^ >

AUsisrrzJl*^ 4 A _ , _ i
V-z> ■*- A A ljA A ^ ^ a , / ̂ i 2" ~d^ ~ &y^djZr-
q  a J uJ z ^  c s t ^ u ^ ^ -

Signed: Testifier

Representing (Optional)
/*•? T ^ y y ^  A - c A A ^ A  f&Q. t)7^7JA /4-A d

■■i "■ •*-— ■ —    -- ,  |_„ _|______________________________________________________________  _■_■■ -------------

Address

^ 7 - , 2 f f 3  -  < /? ? < / —   ^

Phorta NO.
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Alaska State Legislature

Flsase enter into the record my testimony to the
ccmmittae name

committee on - S'TRhA b v^ A(\Cp*_______________ _________
hiJI/aubject

4 f -  16 lA X p M a h iy  ^ h o j -  IUJL CC'VdOKUJi 'k  p A j^ u A j.  

^ S kjlR jUo \! tc4 irw  1*1 d ih y ^ i-h o

O - L o a A j u  U a d J  t k n  f W w  w ~  d j h M J d n d  

\J] d l S L i \ . i l C O ^ J -  6M U .A  cUAO JUVM aJA

~fo CjudtfrjudjiA. ' S h j L L k v j  —  i - T

U J w M  ttJbLilM - h  \ i i ' c h r * 4 J

J i l j J i M  f A - k h i  •

S i g n e d : C lk u d ^ m A L
Testifier

Representing (OptlonsJ)

Address

 O M iA U L t
Phona No.

t : '_>cs>«a» i.rcf.r*ian C»e«
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Alaska State Legislature

Pis££2 enter Into the record my testimony to the f-1 kj
committee name

committee on , dated —
bill/subject

I would like to speak out in favor of funding for Public Broadcasting, both TV and radio. 
The development of PBS was such a positive step forward; it would be very sad to lose 
it now. It is more important than ever to have access to this source of information. PBS 
sets high standards for an industry desperatly in need of standards. PBS is a reliable 
source of family and educational entertainment. Commercial TV has so little to offer a 
discerning audience. I am a contributing member of my locaJ PBS media but these 
funds raised by my neighbors are not enough. Please support PBS in our state.
Thank you.

Siar.ed:
Testftfer

j&eJ£_

R epresenting (Optional)
d C i  ' B o x ' 3 8 7 3  S - M . W  -----------------

A d d r e s s  7

Phone No.

j  ! i  - i c i ' i ' . M  i i : n  :,TC f
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Alaska State Legislature

Piease enter into the record my testimony to the cnjlsul / jo > M x - ^ g _ lz 

committee name

committee on    dated - --------------------------£---------- .
bill/subject

C l( ^  T X i  9 “S ' Aji^L^A-~tjb i d j  0-( f c ^ O C ^

( \  X> F  -V" <3 H T ^ x -y ^ -^ a o->—a. t lo s^ -
i «
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p ^ j t ^ d h - T x y ^ ^ O u d -  jU\j*--&-r^-£>-&~i J L • ^ r v a ^ A A ^  X o - sX^Cvv^/v rva /v -

;2^o>-JL -JXsjs^k-jjLJlXLJLAjuJISL ^ i -ulPJU*— '̂ O-'- Arta-x^~ Xfto Co-^^S^tlAM
• Pj2j2-A-«-C- XA^v~ TIir A 'P F A ^

Signed:

Representing (Optional) __
^ a - M -  o b s e x - u a t q ^ - h  s  r  s i t t c a  •

Address
9 o ^ ______________________________^ » / » - _______________________________

Phone No.

9/BG Ltgi»UUva Information Offica
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the _ f7AJA/i\C£ C w n m d h -
committee name

committee on . & A Q 6 & T ~__________ , elated a 3 _
bill/subject

T  o ^ A >  a a j o  a ™  ~ T o

"  - r x ^  J t * J  A * * * * *  ^  7 3- n / 7 * r  ■ ' T / x ^ g  r M s

2 - e e o  fo f l io  '4 * ? r /  f ’°U Ajc/t-  ■ ' P ^ €  M T i  C U *L
o u z  f a m i l  A * *  O V J L F w  T H £  H e r d e r

0 0 C  rivWTV./XJ ^

'Trtr £ s A ^ ‘J u 1  2 ^ t  > f t s
' 5 !/ J 'T/I /y "T/sritf  /T^TS ^ —A m s t  F n / h ^ A T E o  t ° U -  u '^ t  ^  _ . _________Curs f**vE

J W £  S l6M lfie *iS r //HPAC7T -rro-e-A" " I "  " 'V
d r / W f f .  f W  r t - T S  P e a t e A ^ s ,  •

J r p P f y n C / P y  f r J / u D i  ,
f u r v e e ,  c ? a m * r  c ^ T wd/ * & < * *

OPftK ^  //eAjor A- Loyo .

T o m  - n  A / o r  c o r  f U B u e .  ? e o y u > -

1  J * Gu J e U,p o Z J ^ 1  *
C ^ f i O F T H E  bffUMftF*, sF£tAcc

o  ft u m ' t X .  ^  C 0M f e n 0nj w n * .

Signed: —  j i A ^ b __
Testifiersetf-
Representing (Optional)

l / ^ j n ^ / h  S T .  S r T K A  W 8 * r
Address

‘3 c ± 3 - j t f } / o
Phone No.

A a)X>
BE'JVJ &£*>j 

O O pL
Qb/yiffltuii

i u e  VO  
/JOT* c A J W

* n h s
C u ^

9/96 U<j»i*ov* Irte/m itlor Qtfc*
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the fTiUZe.
y committee name

committee on ri„ eH
^ill/subject

't^ o u L o  Uk*L To d - fW TM. fdiKuiw) TksTTnovy 0/U &*.HAc F a t  TA-d 
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Signed: * d  £ & v * ±  _____________________
Testifier

f i L - F A  '______________________________________________________________________________________________

Representing (Optional)
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the -ncg.
committee name

committee on ^  dated MjuZ ^  2*2,. _ .
bill/subject
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Signed:
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
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F A X  T R A N S M I S S I O N

TO: 'hloose. T - u i W &$m'yr.nr££~
FAX#:

DATE:



S u b s is te nce D iv is io n  Budge t Cuts: S2QO G F

• T his rep resen ts  a 15% cut and is in  ad d itio n  to  the leg isla tive red u c tio n  o f $395 for d ie cu rren t 
year a n d  fu rther erodes the sta te 's  ability to  regain  su bsistence  m an ag em en t.

• Reliable subsistence in form ation  collected  by the d iv is io n  w ill becom e in creasin g ly  o u td a ted  
an d  n e w  in fo rm atio n  will n o t be collected in  m o st areas. The d iv is io n  w ill becom e sim p ly  a 
ca ta log er o f old  inform ation.

• The B oards o f F isheries and G am e w ill h ave  to  increasing ly  d e p e n d  o n  in fo rm a tio n  collected 
u n d e r  s ta te  h a rv es t ticket a n d  p e rm it system s, w h ich  a re  n o to riou sly  inaccu ra te  for 
rep resen tin g  subsistence hun ting  p a tte rn s  in  villages.

• T he B oard s w ill n o t have the in fo rm ation  they  n e ed  to  p recisely  allocate rescjurces to  
su bsisten ce  an d  o ther uses, resu lting  in  m o re  conserva tive  m an ag em en t o f th ese  resources.

• C o llaborative  projects w ith subsistence u se r  g ro u p s w ill n o t tak e  place u s in g  s ta te  fund ing .

• The d iv is ion  w ill n o t have the core staff to  a ttrac t fed era l m oney  for su bsisten ce  research . S taff 
w ill n o t be able to  directly partic ipate  in resou rce  m an ag em en t decisions.

• R em ain in g  sta ff in  th e  d ivision wil l be cen tra lized  in  Juneau , A nchorage, o r Fairbanks.
R egional office functions will b e  closed in  A ngoon, N om e, an d  F o rt Y ukon, an d  possib ly  
D illingham  a n d  Bethel. At least 3 PFTs a n d  1 seasonal p o sition  w ill be laid-off.

SpiitlJishLJQmsicmLJBudgfeLCu.t: S.1QQCJF

• The d iv is io n  a d d e d  $200 in  G F/  P rog ram  R eceipts in  FY97 to reflect re v e n u e  fro m  S o u th ern  
S o u th eas t Regional A quaculture A ssociation  for the re lease  o f ap p ro x im ate ly  400,000 k in g  
sa lm o n  sm o lt a t  Earl W est Cove. T his re d u c tio n  cu ts  th e  fu nd ing  in  half.

• T he n u m b er o f king  salm on sm olt p ro d u c e d  an d  re leased  w ill b e  su bstan tia lly  red u ced  a n d  the 
cost effectiveness o f  ru n n in g  tire C rysta l Lake H atch ery  w ill be jeo p ard ized .

Agency_iwidc Travel R ed u ction: S101.2 G F

• T he d e p a r tm e n t h a s  over 40 offices s ta tew id e  an d  lite ra lly  h u n d re d s  of field cam ps to  operate. 
T he d e p a r tm e n t is also  very active in  nego tia tions, treaties, legal d isp u te s  a n d  a  varie ty  of o th er 
in te rac tio n s o n  b o th  the na tional and  in ternational level. A s a resu lt, travel is  a n  in teg ra l p a r t  
o f th e  d e p a rtm e n t's  m ission of m an ag in g  th e  sta te 's  fish  a n d  w ildlife  resou rces.

• This cu t is  based  on  an  inaccurate p ro ra tio n  o f genera l fu n d s in  th e  trav e l line a n d  p e n a lized  
th e  d e p a rtm e n t fo r a ttem p ting  to  reflect th e  ac tual costs of travel in  its b u d g e t. S tate agencies 
d o  n o t n o rm ally  tra c k  line item  ex p en d itu res  b y  fu n d in g  source.

• The cu t has been even ly  d istrib u ted  th ro u g h o u t the  d e p a rtm e n t w ith  ap p ro x im a te ly  75% 
com ing o u t o f the C om m ercial Fisheries M anagem en t an d  D evelopm en t d iv ision .

MAR-23-1996 11=30 CORDOUA LID
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£  Oordova District Fishermen United
Celebrating 61 Years of Service to Commercial Fishermen in Cordova, Alaska 
P.O Box 939 Cordova. Alaska 99574 / Telephone (907) 424-3447 / Fax (907) 424-3430

ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISH & CAM E-IM PACTS OF PROPOSED FY97 GENERAL 
FUND REDUCTIONS BY THE HOUSE FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE

C om m ercial Fisheries M anagem ent and D evelop m en t B udget Cuts: £400 CF

• This c u t is in  ad d itio n  to  the governor's b u d g e t red u c tio n  w h ich  cu t $200 G F a n d  rep laced  i t  
w ith  p rog ram  rece ip ts  for th e  lim nology p rog ram .

• This ad d itio n a l red u c tio n  includes half of th e  p ro g ram  rece ip ts  ($100) in  th e  g o v e rn o r’s b u d g e t 
as w ell as $300 GF. This c u t w ill lim it the ab ility  to  d o  the science th a t  a llow s th e  d e p a r tm e n t 
to  m ax im ize  sockeye sa lm o n  p ro d u c tio n — th e  b read  a n d  b u tte  of th e  com m ercial fish ing  
in d u stry .

• It all b u t e lim in a tes the d iv is ion ’s reg ional p lann ing  p ro g ram  for h a tch e ry  p ro d u c tio n . It 
e lim in a tes the p eo p le  w h o  w ou ld  develop  a com prehensive  p lan  for s ta tew id e  h a tch e ry  
sa lm on p ro d u c tio n  a n d  it s low s the dev e lo p m en t o f n ew  fisheries like sea urch ins.

• C uts a n  ad d itio n a l $292.8 in  fish  a n d  gam e fu n d s  w hich w ill p ro h ib it th e  d iv is io n  from  u s in g  
the p ro ceed s of civil ju d g em en ts  to co nd uct m itiga tion  projects, su ch  as th e  one to  d e te rm in e  
w h a t has caused  th e  se riou s decline in  p ro d u c tio n  o f N u sh ag a k  coho  sa lm on.

• C ou ld  re su lt in the lay-off o f u p  to 12 PFTs.

H abitaLand RestQration_Division B\idget_Cul5JL_S39$i2_GF

• The p ro p o sed  level o f  genera! fu n d s w ill re su lt in  m ajor d am ag e  to  th e  d iv is io n ’s  p r im a ry  
m an ag em en t to o l for sa lm o n  pro tection : th e  stream  p e rm ittin g  com ponent.

» This p ro p o sa l is b a d  for fish, bad  for fisherm en , an d  w ill h u r t  sm all o p era to rs  an d  in d u s trie s  
th a t re ly  o n  the d iv is io n  to  h e lp  them  w ith  design  a n d  co nstruc tion  o f "fish friend ly" facilities.
It is n o t legal for the d iv ision  to  use its federal fu nds fo r perm itting .

• The d iv is io n  h as  a lread y  e lim in a ted  general fu n d s for lo w er p rio rity  projects in  o rd e r  to 
sa feg u ard  th e  sa lm o n  p ro tec tion  program . This p ro p o sed  b u d g e t cu t w ill h u r t  o u r ab ility  to 
w ork  on m ajo r in itia tives like th e  Kenai River C enter and  efforts to  d e v e lo p  go ld  m in in g  
pro jects th a t m in im ize  effects on  fish an d  w ild life  in the F airbanks area.

« The d iv is io n  w ill close area offices a n d  rev iew  perm its  from  p a p e r, in  u rb a n  offices, w ith  
lim ited  fie ld  visits. T his rep resen ts  a 17% cu t a n d  is in  a d d itio n  to th e  $500 leg isla tive 
red u c tio n  for the  cu rren t year. I t could  re su lt in  th e  lay-off of u p  to  5 PFTs.

Qmlcwa D istrict Fishermen U nited Testim ony • ADFCi FY97 Budget •  March 23 ,1996  * Page 1 o f  2
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Oordova District Fishermen United
Celebrating 61 Years of Service to Commercial Fishermen in Cordova, Alaska
P.O. Box 939 Cordova, Alaska 99574 / Telephone (907) 424-3447 / Fax (907) 424-3430

M arch 23,1096

Rick H a lfo rd  & Steve Frank, C o-C hairs 
Senate F inance C om m ittee 
C apita l B u ild ing  
Juneau , A K  99801

M ark H an le y  & R ichard Foster, C o-C hairs 
H ouse  F inance C om m ittee 
C apita l B uild ing  
Juneau , A K  99801

D ear M ssrs. H alfo rd , F rank , H anley  a n d  Foster:

C ordova D istric t F ish erm en  U nited (CDFU), the o ld es t association  o f com m ercial 
fisherm en  in  tire S tate of A laska, is  p leased  to  su b m it th e  enclosed tes tim o n y  for the 
record  concern in g  th e  im pac ts  to  th e  A laska D ep a rtm e n t o f Fish & C am e  o f the 
p ro p o sed  FY97 G eneral F u n d  reductions b y  th e  H ouse  Finance S ubcom m ittee .

If yo u  have any  questions or n eed  ad d itio n a l in form ation , p lease d o  n o t hesita te  to  
contact m e  a t  th e  n u m b er above. T hank  y o u  for y o u r co nsidera tion  a n d  lead ersh ip .

Sincerely,
CORDOVA DISTRICT FISHERMEN UNITED

D o m e H aw x h u rs t, Executive D irector

£7.
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22 March 1996

Dear Representative Vic Kohring,

We were shocked to hear the news from three public, radio stations throughout Alaska, small to 
large, that funding for public broadcasting is in grave danger of being cut. We can’t imagine how rural 
Alaska will keep up on the events o f the world, including their state and local region, without access to the 
public radio stations that broadcast around the state.

We are ardent supporters of KTNA here in Talkeetna. Wc give a small amount o f money, and we 
spend several hours a week volunteering. Our radio is on and tuned to KTNA throughout the day. W care 
informed, entertained, and educated by our local public radio station. In the morning, at midday, and in the 
evening, we hear national news through NPR and Pacifica, state news through APRN, and local news from 
KTNA. I understand that cutting funds to public radio or public television would practically eliminate 
APRN’s ability to broadcast over satellite. A cut to KTNA’s funds would severely hamper their ability to 
provide three half-hour news programs each day. The news staff (here now consists o f one three-quarter 
time position. How would we know what was happening in the rest of the world and in our local world 
without APRN and KTNA? The loss o f the state satellite would prevent KTNA from rebroadcasting NPR 
from KUAC or KSKA as (hey presently do.

Have you ever tried to receive Anchorage radio signals in Talkeetna or anyplace else in the upper 
Susitna Valley? I just scanned the AM and FM dials on my radio and I picked up Christian radio, rock-n- 
roll, rock-n-roll, static, rock-n-roll, static, country, and more rock-n-roll. We have a fairly nice stereo 
receiver. I wonder what someone in the Bush picks up on a battery powered radio. KTNA. If KTNA 
folds, they lose information and connection to the news stream, not to mention the ability to hear a wide 
variety of music.

Please do not eliminate rural Alaska’s access to public information. We are fortunate enough to live 
on the highway system so we can receive a newspaper. Wc can even get Channel 2. But how much Mat-Su 
or Talkeetna news does any Anchorage media cover? Maybe one or two items a week and those tend to be 
features, not real news about what affects our life up here. KTNA is our source of information on the 
events in the Mat-Su area. Let’s not forget that Alaska is primarily a rural state. I’d rather see my tax 
dollars go to public broadcasting than to more law enforcement or prisons or wherever else you want to 
spend the money.

The only purpose the elimination of funds serves is to prevent the people of the state from 
being informed about their government’s actions. They will know that you took that away from them. 
But they won’t know what you did with that money because they won’t be able to listen to their public radio 
station to hear APRN or their local news.

P.S. Unfortunately wc cannot pickup Channel 7, but wc do not think the public television budget should be cut cither.

PLEASE DO NOT ELIMINATE FUNDING FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING!

Sincerely,

cc: Rep. Mark Hanley, Rep. Richard Foster
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D avid & M aryann Frafcier 
2636 Shepherdia Drive 
Anchorage AK 99508 

274-2869

M arch 23, 1996

To: Sean P a rn e ll
House* F inance C o m m ittee  M em ber

Re: F u n d in g  cu ts for A laska S tate C ouncil on th e  A rts  (ASCA)

M y hu sb an d  and  I are long tim e residents: 37 years for m e and 28 years fo r h im . 
Me ow ns and ru n s  an insurance brokerage com pany here and  I am  a bookkeeper- W c 
ow n a hom e, a 4-plex and  property . W e have tw o ch ildren in  school, one in  ju n io r high 
and one in  grade school. W e are all concerned ab ou t th e  proposed fund ing  cuts to  
elim inate  th e  ASCA and the devasting im pact i t  w ould have on the en tire  stale.

Y ou see, we are m ore  th an  ju s t taxpayers and students. We are also citizens of 
th is state , and  as such, w e are representatives of life it. A laska w hen we travel, and  wc 
travel q u ite  a b it. E lim in a tin g  fund ing  fo r th e  A rts doesn’t  ju st h u r t  th e  A rt 
co m m un ity , it h u r ts  everyone. A rt in th is isolated reg ion of the w orld  is a connecting 
and u n itin g  force. W ith o u t i t  we becom e void cu ltu rally . W ith o u t cu ltu re  th e re  is no 
richness to  life. W ith o u t th a t, wc sim ply labor.

M y fam ily w ould  have little  to  stay in Alaska fo r if fund ing  fo r th e  a rts is 
elim inated . I am  n o t ju s t a bookkeeper, b u t also a dancer and pa in te r. B oth  of m y 
ch ildren  dance and  th e  oldest is a bu dd ing  m usician. M y husband  an d  I spend o u r  ex tra 
m oney on  su p p o rtin g  live perform ance and  visual a rts  in Alaska. W e have seen th e  
m agic th e  a rts  has on  o u r lives and out* ch ildren and know  th a t i t  m u st co n tin u e  fo r us. 
T here are  o th e r  states w ho value th e  a rts. M ust wc be so sh o rt sighted?

Please vote for continuing the ASCA. Our 
family does not support eliminating the Council or 
its role in Alaska.

P 0 i

M aryann and  D avid  F razier



FROM : K-N-S MARINE PHONE NO. : 907 235 6342

3/23/%
Representafive Sean Parnell 
Finance Committee 
Fax; 465-2278

Dear Representative Parnell,

Your proposed cut to public broadcasting is very distressing to me. I 
depend on Lhe local, national and International news I get from my local 
radio station, KBBI, APRN, and National Public Radio and from the Jim 
I.ehrer News Hour on PBS. None of Homer’s commercial radio stations 
make any effort to provide the land of news coverage I get from these 
sources.

My children grew up watching Sesame Street. Now they watch Nova, Bill 
Nye - Science Guy, The New Explorers. My high school daughter is taking a 
PE class via distance education from UAA. These programs educate above 
and beyond school! My husband and I keep in touch with what is going on 
around the state by watching Anchorage Edition and 120 Days - without 
that, we wouldn’t know whats going on in Juneau! By the way, did you see 
the program last week called Hollywood vs. Religion? It was an excellent 
expose’ on how badly religion (especially Christianity) is treated by many 
movie makers of today. It really made me think about, it!

I make large contributions to both pubile radio and public television 
because they are very im portant to my family. Your $800,000 cut is a 
relatively small amount of money in the statewide scheme of things, bu t it 
is enough to devastate one or the other of these entities. Please do not kill 
something that benefits so many people in our state. Public radio and 
television are resource goldmines that help bring the people of this huge 
state together!

Please reconsider your vote! Thankyou for your consideration.

Tina Seaton 
58360 Bruce Dr. 
Homer, AK 99603

CC:Speaker of the House, Representative Gail Phillips
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FROM : K-N-S MARINE PHONE NO. : 907 235 6342 P01

3/23/96
Representative Pete Kelly 
Finance Committee 
Fax: 465-2278

Dear Representative Kelly,

Your proposed cut to public broadcasting is very distressing to me. 1 
depend on the local, national and International news 1 get from my local 
radio station, KBBI, APRN, and National Public Radio and from the Jim 
Lehrer News Hour on PBS. None of Homer’s commercial radio stations 
make any effort to provide the kind of news coverage I get from these 
source

My children grew up watching Sesame Street. Now they watch Nova, Bill 
Nye - Science Guy, The New Explorers. My high school daughter is taking a 
PE class via distance education from UAA. Thei>e programs educate above 
and beyond school! My husband and I keep in touch with what is going on 
around the state by watching Anchorage Edition and 120 Days - without 
that, we wouldn’t know whats going on in Juneau! By the way, did you see 
the program last week called Hollywood vs. Religion? It was an excellent 
expose’ on how badly religion (especially Christianity) is treated by many 
movie makers of today. It really made me think about it!

I make large contributions to both pubile radio and public television 
because they arc very im portant to my family. Your $800,000 cut is a 
relatively small am ount of money in the statewide scheme of things, bu t it 
is enough to devastate one or the other of these entities. Please do not kill 
something th at benefits so many people in our state. Public radio and 
television are resource goldmines that help bring the people of this huge 
state together!

Please reconsider your vote! Thankyou for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Tina Seaton 
58360 Bruce Dr. 
Homer, AK 99603

CC:Spcakcr of the House, Representative Gail Phillips
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To: Members of the House Finance Committee 

Re: Public Broadcasting In Alaska

Once again, public broadcasting Is under attack. As a consum er of 
public radio, I can't understand why. It Is the only way In the areas I live 
and work that Information is deslmlnatcd. KGTL, KBBI, and KSDP mean 
alot to myself and many others. I was a cnarter member of KSDP and am 
proud of It. Many from that area that benefit from the programing, such 
as weather, fishing openings, community news, the broadcasting of Board 
of Fish meetings, announcements, tsnaml warnings, and (horrcr of horrors) 
entertainm ent, will not write in support of public radio, but we all listen 
anc It's importance cannot be underestimated. Homer, where i live during 
the winter, has an excellent station due to the dedication and hard work of 
m any volunteers. KBBI not only does the community announcem ents In a 
clear and pleasant format, it goes out of Its way to be educational besides 
informative. Kachemak Currents, Earth and Sky, Rabbit Ears Radio, 
National Press CJub, Reading Between the Lines, National Public Radio, 
Monitor Radio, Christy the Wordsmlth, Kachemak Review, Click and Clack, 
Homer City Council meetings;-Coffee Table, Governor's Call-In, legislative 
addresses, community calander, 51%, Morning Edition, and the list goes on 
and on in the effort to keep us educated and informed. This type of 
material and information is founu nowhere else on radio, television, o r  
computer internet. The public service rendered by public radio, and also 
public television, is the biggest bang for the buck possible for keeping the 
populace up to date on events and happenings, local and worldwide. But 
these services have been cut in recent years to where even heavy 
community involvement, support, and donations cannot take up the slack. 
PJcase help keep the communities in which I live and work alive with 
public radio. I feel wc deserve to keep abreast o f happenings throughout 
our world, nation, state, and community.

Slncerel

Jack Hamlk
4002 Kachemak Way
Homer, Alaska 99603

cc: Speaker o f  the House Gail Phillips
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Joyce and Elmer LandIngham 
P.O. Box 210055 
Auke Bay, AK 99821

March 22, 1996

Rep, Mark Hanley, Chair 
House Finance Committee

Dear Rep. Hanley:

We are writing in support of Public Broadcasting, both radio and 
television. We oppose the proposed cut of $808K which is being 
considered. We have lived in Juneau for over 30 years. During 
this time we have observed and supported the inception and growth 
of Juneau's FM station, and later, the television station. 
Recently wc have applauded the efforts of the local station,
KTOO, together with the PBS stations in Fairbanks and Bethel to 
respond creatively to funding cuts with the inception of 
AlaskaOne, a unified station which brings diverse parts of our 
state together.

Although most of our viewing and listening time centers on PBS. 
we also are aware of what is being offered on commercial 
stations. Though we do not have children in our home, we think 
that childrens' programming should be of the highest caliber -- 
f>-“i for children, participatory, and exposing them to interesting 
and challenging ideas -- qualities we have not observed in 
commercial programming (especially radio). We especially 
appreciate the quality and depth of news brought to us by PBS.
We appreciate the opportunity to hear more than one side of an 
issue in a thoughtful, non-bombastic manner. Programs on natural 
history, science, history, drama, mus'c, and much more are of the 
highest quality and fill a niche left (mostly) empty by 
commercial programming.

our PBS stations listen to what we, the viewers and listeners, 
are interested in and invite our participation. PBS is strongly 
supported by volunteers working at the station in many functions 
from production to fund-raising. This is an important part of 
what helps us function as a community. Communities throughout 
Alaska are supported by PBS bringing local news, politics, local 
events, and special programming to us throughout the year in a 
way that keeps us informed and interested in public process.
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Public broadcasting in Alaska Is part of what keeps us connected 
to what is happening in communities in our state, our nation, and 
indeed, throughout the world. Many people I know have accepted 
employment In Alaska partly on the strength of public 
broadcasting here -- it i3 a vital part of Alaskan life. Please 
do not curtail the activities and contributions of public 
h i o a d c a  I 1 n y . W y  o n o o u t a y e  you to te&toitt f u n d i n g  to P B 3  in

Alaska.

Sincerely,

Hep. Vic Kohring 
Rep. Gail Phillips 
Gov. Tony Knowles
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David W Schneider 
Bonnie S Jason 
PO Box 424 
Homer, AK 99603

235-8984

March 22, 1996

Dear House Finance Committee Member,

Wc urge you to not .support mrther cuts in the funding tu public broadcasting. We rely a 
great deal on our local public broadcasting station to keep us informed on issues local, state wide 
and national.

Thank you for your attention to our concern.

Sincerely^
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TO: HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

FR: CONCERNED CITIZENS, FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING 

MARCH 22,1996

YOUR PROPOSED SUB-COMMITTEE CUTS ARE VERY EXTREME AND DEFINITELY 

WILL HARM PUBLIC BROADCASTING- PLEASE RECONSIDER THIS PROPOSAL ; 

AND RESTORE OUR FUNDS.

AS YOU PROBABLY DON'T KNOW MUCH OF THIS REMOTE AREA, THIS IS OUR 

ONLY WAY TO REACH OTHER COMMUNITIES WITH LOCAL & STATE NEWS, WE./' ; 

DO FISHING REPORTS, WEATHER, WHICH IS A MAIN NECESSITY FOR THE \ 

FISHERMEN OF OUR AREA. ALSO WITH OUR AREA OF ALASKA, WE DO HAVE 

EARTHQUAKES AND TSUNAMI WARNINGS THAT WE DO NEED TO BROADCAST TQ 

WARN THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES WITHIN THE ALEUTIAN EAST BOROUGH. 

THE EMERGENCY BROADCAST SYSTEM IS VERY IMPORTANT TO US- 

OUR RADIO STATION CANNOT AFFORD TO LOSE ANY MORE FUNDS, WE ARE 

STILL RECOVERING FROM LAST YEAR’S BUDGET CUTS.

AGAIN, PLEASE RECONSIDER THIS PROPOSAL. WE SUPPORT PUBLIC BROAD­

CASTING.

SAND POINT, ALASKA
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The Council's programs mean that all Alaskans have affordable local access to the arts. In 
FY95, arts attendance totaled almost tv/o million. On a per capita basis, every Alaskan attends 
three to four cultural events a year. The artists and arts organizations of Alaska offer services 
and programs that every community needs and attend to problems that every community faces. 
The State Arts Council promotes healthy communities, nurtures children, and helps create jobs.

Executive Director

cc: House Finance DOE Committee Members
Commissioner Shirley Holloway, DOE 
Pat Pourchot, Legislative Director, Office of the Governor

Sincerely,
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David W Sclvneidcr 
Bonnie S Jason 
PO Box 424 
Homer. AK 99603

235-8984

March 22, 1996

Dear House Finance Committee Member,

We urge you lo not support further cuts in the funding to public broadcasting. Wc rely a 
great deal on our local public broadcasting station to keep us informed on issues local, state wide 
and national.

Thank you for your attention to our concern.

Sincerely

' f a n Q-tr'V— '



To: Members of the House Finance Committee

Re: Public Broadcasting In Alaska

Once again, public broadcasting Is under attack. As a consumer of 
public radio, I can 't understand why. It is the only way In the areas I live 
and work that information is deslmlnatcd. KGTL, KBBI, and KSDP mean 
alot to myself and many others. I was a charter member of KSDP and am 
proud of it. Many from that area that benefit from the programing, such 
as weather, fishing openings, community news, the broadcasting of Board 
of Fish meetings, announcements, tsnaml warnings, and (horrer of horrors) 
entertainm ent, will not write in support of public radio, but we all listen 
and it's importance cannot be underestimated, Homer, where I live during 
the winter, lias an excellent station due to the dedication and hard work of 
many volunteers. KBBI not only does the community announcements In a 
clear and pleasant format, it goes out of Its way to be educational besides 
informative. Kachemak Currents, Earth and Sky, Rabbit Kars Radio, 
National Press Club, Reading Between the Lines, National Public Radio, 
Monitor Radio, Christy the YVordsmlth, Kachemak Review, Click and Clack, 
Homer City Council meetings, Coffee Table, Governor's Call-In, legislative 
addresses, community calander, 51%, Morning Edition, and the list goes on 
and on in the effort to keep us educated and informed. 'Phis type of 
material and Information Is found nowhere else on radio, television, or 
computer internet, The public service rendered by public radio, and also 
public television, is the biggest bang foi the buck possible for keeping die 
populace up to date on events and happenings, local and worldwide. But 
these services have been cut in recent years to where even heavy 
community involvement, support, and donations cannot take up the slack. 
Please help keep the communities in which I live and work alive with 
public radio. I feel wc deserve to keep abreast o f happenings throughout 
our world, nation, state, and community.

4002 Kachemak Way 
Homer, Alaska 99003

cc: Speaker of the House Gail Phillips
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TO: MARK HANLEY
CO-CHAIR HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
FAX (907) 465 2418

FROM: SARAH POSEY
HAINES BUSINESS OWNER AND RESIDENT
P O  BOX 123
HAINES AK 99827
PHONE & FAX (907) 766-2074

Dear Mr. Hanley,

I am writing to urge you tiol to unpose another budget cut which would 
adversely affect the sia*e of public broadcasting in Alaska. Public radio is an 
essential part of my daily life here in Haines. O ur local station, KHN5, is 
highly informative, well-managed, and a crucial part of the Haint 
community. I urge you to support the Governor's budget, which does not cut 
public radio funding. Please, don 't cripple the future of public broadcasting in 
A laska.

Thank you for yovu attention.

Sarah Posey
Haines resident
Owner, Bear Star Communications (wntuig and editing services) 
Founder and Director, Inner Mountain Wilderness Education Center (a 

nonprofit outdoor education center for adult cancer survivors)

cc: Richard Foster, co-chair
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March 22.1996

Representative Mark Hanley, Co-Chair 
House Finance Committee 
The Alaska Legislature 
State Capitol. Room 428 
Juneau. AK 99811-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

I am writing to ask that the House Finance Committee reconsider the House Finance 
Department of Education Budget Subcommittee's proposed elimination of the Alaska State 
Council on the Arts.

If eliminated, Alaska would be the only state in the union without a state arts agency. Alaska is 
ranked 49 out of 50 states in the percentage of general fund spending dedicated to the arts.1 
The Arts Council's State appropriation is about one four-thousandth (1/4000) of 1 percent of the 
general fund. To put this in perspective, it might be helpful to compare this spending with that of 
a typical Alaskan household. According to the U.S. Department of Commerce (Cen3U3 Bureau), 
the median household income in Alaska is $41,408. On a household scale, state arts spending 
is about equivalent to two cheap seats at the movies ($41,408/4000= $10.35).

ASCA's FY96 budget is $1,254,300 -11 percent of what it was in 1983. The Legislature made 
its first appropriation to the Alaska State Council on the Arts in FY67. With a full-time staff of 
four, the Council maintains the smallest staff of any state arts agency in the United States. In 
partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), the Council makes a big impact on 
Alaska. Council grants invest in communities across Alaska. In FY95, ASCA disbursed 
$986,167 in state and federal funds through grant programs. The Arts Council helps local arts 
organizations raise private contributions. On average, they match ASCA grants ten to one. 
These grants mean jobs and work for Alaskans. The Council’s Arts in Education program 
reaches 29,000 students and 2,000 teachers to enrich the curricula of local schools.

Congress cut the National Endowment for the Arts 40 percent for FFY96. The Council expects 
its Federal grants to drop 35% in FY97. In addition to the grants made to the State Arts Council, 
the NEA made 22 grants directly to arts organizations in Alaska. The Arts Endowment 
estimates that two-thirds of arts organizations previously served by the Endowment will no 
longer be funded. This year it is especially important to maintain level state support to help ease 
the loss the Federal funds.

’Legislative Appropriations Annual Survoy -November 1995, National Assembly of State Arts Agencies; Tha 
Fiscal Survey o f Stales. October 1995, Nat. Governor's Assoc. & the Not. Assoc, of Stol o Budget Officers.

Alaska State Council on the Arts
411 Wert 4th Avonue, Suit© 1E, Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2343 (907) 269-6610 Fax' (907) 269-6601
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G eneral D elivery 
T akotna, A K  99675 
M arch 22; 1996

D ear iLegi slator,

W e like public radio because you tell us about 
th e ! w eather and the new s around here. W c like its 
m usic J Please keep sending the m oney to help pay 
fo r it.

S in c e re ly ,

D erek W ilson
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G eneral D elivery  
T ako tna , A laska  9967$ 
M a rc h 2 2 ,1 9 9 6

D ear L eg isla to r,

i W e like public radio because you tell us ab o u t1 the w eather and 
the new s around here. W e like its m usic. P lease keep  sending the 
m oney! to Help to  pay  for it. I like to listen to the m usic on the radic 
of m y w alkm an. ;

P lease don’t stop sending m oney because I like to hear w hat’s 
going on and to  hear the good m usic they play.

T hank you,

M isty W achter
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