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opportunity for subsistence taking and uses of fish and 

game resources.

Mr. Chairman, the only way the hunter in rural Alaska can 

put food on the table is to get a hunting license. Therefore, 

many of the hunters in rural Alaska contribute a substantial 

amount to the Fish and Game on the “hunting side.” The 

Constitution states that there will be no dedicated funds.

We proposed that this fmance committee retain the level of 

finding from the general fund for the Division of 

Subsistence at the level it was funded last year and for the 

general fund to be replenished from the proceeds of 

licenses from rural Alaska. Rural Alaskan's do not hunt for 

“trophies” but hunts to put food on the table.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I submit with my testimony a 

fact sheet prepared by ADF&G of what the results will be 

of a gutted Division of Subsistence. Thank you for 

allowing me to testify on this veiy important fiscal matter.



Subsistence Division Budget Gutted Further

The House budget cuts the Division of Subsistence program (general funds) by 
$200,000. Combined with general fund cuts over the past six years, the Division’s 
general fund program has been reduced by 50% (from $2.1 million in 1992 to $1.1 
million in 1997) (see attached graph). State general funds are used to fulfill out 
statutory mandate to ensure adequate opportunity for subsistence taking and uses. 
With these funds, we pay for 15 full-time and 3 seasonal staff. These cuts would result 
in a loss of 3 full-time and 1 part-time staff, nearly one-third the staff charged to fulfull 
our statewide mandate.

A Gutted P ro g ra m
At this funding level, the Division of Subsistence cannot carry out its legal mandates -  
to collect and present information on subsistence fishing and hunting to resource 
managers and io the public, so that subsistence uses can be protected within the state. 
At this funding level:

• The Division becomes simply a cataloger of old information.
• Staff would not directly participate in resource management decisions.
• Mew subsistence information would not be collected in most areas.
• Reliable subsistence information collected by the Division would become 

increasingly outdated.
• The Boards increasingly would depend on information collected under state harvest 

ticket and permit systems, which are notoriously inaccurate for representing 
subsistence hunting patterns in villages.

• Board decisions necessarily would have to be more conservative.
• Remaining staff in the Division would be centralized in Juneau, Anchorage, or 

Fairbanks. Regional office functions would be closed in Angoon, Nome, and Fort 
Yukon, and possibly Dillingham and Bethel.

• Collaborative projects with subsistence user groups would not take place under 
state funding.

• The Division would not have the core staff to attract federal money for subsistence 
research.

• The ability of the state to regain subsistence management is further eroded.
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Division of Subsistence General Fund FY83-96, 97 House
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I would like to make a statement in response to the proposed 
iuctions in the Division of Public Health.

1 .m a long time public health nurse. I know what happens when 
travel budgets are cut. I have seen the results of reduced public 
health services: with reduced disease prevention and containment 
services, diseases and disabilities increase at great cost to 
individuals and the state. Other states are sadly aware of this, 
and are scrambling to make up for years of costly disarray in their 
public health systems. The Division spends a good deal of money on 
travel to provide services. That is the unavoidable cost of our 
state's geography and demographics. The Division serves villages 
and communities by traveling to them. Many little communities do 
not have any other health care provider than a public health nurse 
who visits one or two times a year. Thus, travel is essential.

The other proposed cuts in the Division's budget will affect 
service delivery. Our work today is so complex and in so many 
program areas that the workers in the field need enormous support 
from t dministration. I respectfully ask you to reflect on the 
potential consequences of these cuts. In public health, money spent 
up frort is money saved. I am happy to provide any further 
information to you from my perspective. Thank you.
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The Arts and Humanities are an essential part of education.

Perhaps they are not directly connected to economic concerns or 

even/ on the surface/ to the interests of the majority/ they 

none the less have an important role in a healthy culture.

Just as few people are interested in an education in medicine, 

we cannot deny the benefit we all receive from the tiny proportion 

of people who pursue such a course. The effect of the Arts and 

Humanities is less apparent but has an impact far beyond the 

minority who take interest in them. The primary benefit is 

their role as "cultural fertilizer" providing a rich soil out 

of which a healthy culture can grow. Generally speaking, this 

"cultural fertilizer" consists of encouraging flexibility of 

thought and, to a certain degree, an ability to observe 

ourselves more dispassionately. The fact that the majority are 

not interested in Buch tools does not negate the effect of 

those who are on society as a whole.

The Arts and Humanities are not essential in a decaying culture 

but they are essential for a healthy one.

P.O. Box 23309 
Ketchikan, AK 9S901
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March 20, 1996

Alaska Legislature 
Finance Comml r.r.eft 
Juneau, Alaska

Pqcii* Finance Committee,

ilt has ctxne to our attention that you are considering further funding reductions 
for Public Television and Radio in Alaska,

Your failure to understand the importance of Public Radio and Television In 

A'laekn communities, large und snail, is appalling. For the thousands of us who 

cajinot receive cable TV for one reason or another the Public TV and Radio service 

io absolutely vital. There is nothing commercially available to replace the 

statewide weather broadoast by NOAA, the educational programs, nature programs, 

news programs and even financial programs. These Public Stations need a strong 

signal that will reach us! And they aro doing it now on reduced funding you set 

l«et year. The development of Alaska One (KUAC, KYUK and KTOO) for instance 

has given us an even better product than RATNET ana I support them with my own 

money as a subscriber. They are doing thoir part to operate with less.

Please think about the quality of life for Al«3kans as you make your budget eut3. 
We want u leaner, cost efficient government, not «. mean spirited, backward place 

wnere no one enjoys 'life at all. Surely there is still real ’'fat" you can cut 

that would not have such a negative impact on those who look to you for leadership.

We will be watching closely to see who is supportive and non-supportlve of our 

Public Television and Radio funding. If you folks in the Legislature and on the 

Finance Committee are not "in tune" with what Alaskans want, ask your friend3 and 

neighbors hack home.

•Sincerely,

Ketchikan, Alaska

cc: Uovomor Tony Knowles, Juneau, AX



Sean Parnell
House Finance Committee 
fax: 465-2278

Representative Sean Parnell,

I'm writing to enlist your support for the funding of public radio, in particular that 
of the Kachemak Bay Broadcasting Incorporated. I manage a 40 plus unit motel in 
the Homer area, and I have found public radio to be an essential part of the services 
I can provide my customers. Through public radio I can keep abreast of local 
weather and fishing conditions for which most of my customers make the voyage to 
Hon.or for. Public radio also keeps me informed about interesting things going on 
within the Homer community that my customers may find of interest as well as 
those around the state. With the increase in tourism and the vast distances they 
traverse I have found that only public radio provides the detailed and widespread 
coverage that I need to stay informed on conditions and happenings that directly 
affect my business.

Recently there has been much discussion concerning the comparative industries in 
this area: oil and tourism. Needless to say my livelihood, and those of my 
employees rely on the tourist industry which I feel has been demeaned for the sake 
of the big business oil dollar. I find it objectionable to think that special breaks and 
conditions can be given to the oil industry which serves a minority of Alaskans 
while a public service, like radio, for all Alaskans continues to be tire objects of cuts.
I seriously hope you will reconsider the direction Alaska seems to be taking and in 
your hands guide it towards tourism and Alaskans which benefit more and is 
ecologically less damaging than the harvesting of oil.

For all of us the continuance and upgrade of public radio is not only important, but 
directly affects our lives and those of our visitors.

Thank you for helping us create better businesses,

Kenny Cobb, manager

Beluga Lake Lodge 
984 Ocean Dr. 
Homer, AK 996603
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Pete Kelly
House Finance Committee 
fax: 465-2278

Representative Pete Kelly,

I'm writing to enlist your support for the funding of public radio, in particular that 
of the Kachemak Bay Broadcasting Incorporated. I manage a 40 plus unit motel in 
the Homer area, and I have found public radio to be an essential part of the services 
I can provide my customers. Through public radio I can keep abreast of local 
weather and fishing conditions for which most of my customers make the voyage to 
Homer for. Public radio also keeps me informed about interesting things going on 
within the Homer community that my customers may find of interest as well as 
those around the state. With the increase in tourism and the vast distances they 
traverse I have found that only public radio provides the detailed and widespread 
coverage that I need to stay informed on conditions and happenings that directly 
affect my business.

Recently there has been much discussion concerning the comparative industries in 
this area: oil and tourism. Needless to say my livelihood, and those of my 
employees rely on the tourist industry which I feel has been demeaned for the sake 
of the big business oil dollar. I find it objectionable to think that special breaks and 
conditions can be given to the oil industry which serves a minority of Alaskans 
while a public service, like radio, for all Alaskans continues to be the objects of cuts.
I seriously hope you will reconsider the direction Alaska seems to be taking and in 
your hands guide it towards tourism and Alaskans which benefit more and is 
ecologically less damaging than the harvesting of oil.

For all of us the continuance and upgrade of public radio is not only important, but 
directly affects our lives and those of our visitors.

Thank you for helping us create better businesses,

Kenny Cobb, manager

leluga Lake Lodge 
984 Ocean Dr. 
Homer, AK 996603
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A nchorage AK 99508 

274-2869

March 23, 1996

To: Hark Hanley, Co-chair
House Finance Committee Member

Re: Funding cuts for Alaska State Council on the Arts (ASCA)

My husband and I are long time residents: 37 years for me and 28 years for him. 
He owns and runs an insurance brokerage company here and I am a bookkeeper. Wc 
own a home, a 4-plcx and property. We have two children in school, one in junior high 
and one in grade school. We are all concerned about the proposed funding cuts to 
eliminate the ASCA and the devasting impact it would have on the entire state.

You see, we are more than just taxpayers and students. We are also citizens of 
this state, and as such, we are representatives of life in Alaska when wc travel, and we 
travel quite a bit. Eliminating funding for the Arts doesn’t just h u rt the A rt 
community, it hurts everyone. A rt in this isolated region of the world is a connecting 
and uniting force. W ithout it we become void culturally. W ithout culture there is no 
richness to life. W ithout that, we simply labor.

My family would have little to stay in Alaska for if funding for the arts is 
eliminated. I am not just a bookkeeper, but also a dancer and painter. Both of my 
children dance and the oldest is a budding musician. My husband and I spend our extra 
money on supporting live performance and visual arts in Alaska. We have seen the 
magic the arts has on our lives and our children and know that it m ust continue for us. 
There arc other states who value the arts. Must wc be so short sighted?

Please vote for continuing the ASCA. Our 
family does not support eliminating the Council or 
its role in Alaska.

M aryann and David Frazier

WttSt>:0I 9661 £L2,-*eu 6982 W.2 i0 6  : *°N 3-CHd -oossb S aatze-Jj pt'M’d : wo.ij
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March 25, 1996

House Finance Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska

Dear House Finance Committee,

This letter is regarding proposed budget cuts by the House sub-committee for 
Occupational Licensing for Fiscal Year 1997.

Associated Island Brokers, Inc. of Kodiak, a member of the Alaska Association of 
Realtors, shares the concerns of the Association regarding proposed budget cuts for 
Fiscal Year ‘97, aid supports the position it has taken. These budget cuts would 
significantly affect objectives, positions and publications vital to the operation of the 
Association and its members. The effects of these cuts would be far-reaching and long- 
lasting, defeating the purposes for which it was established.

Associated Island Brokers, Inc. joins the Alaska Association of Realtors in respectfully 
requesting the reinstatement of these funds needed to continue such essential programs.

Sincerely,

Sharlene Sullivan, Broker

KODIAK, ALASKA 99615
FAX: (907) 486-4016

218 CENTER AVE.. SUITE 200
OFFICE: (907) 486-2000
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TO: House Finance Committee From: Ph/fax 262-9601
State Capitol, Room 519 
Juneau, 99801-1182

Re: Resen/e a safety net for your constituents when their jobs are lost
by slashed state spending

Date: 3/23/96
From: James E. Fisher, pfb £#*> leg counsel, Alaska Legal Services (ALSC)

At a recent constituent nearing, I was shocked when my request to increase 
ALSC’s grant, was emotionally and emphatically illustrated by the requests 
of more than 20 very worried employees of the Alaska Employment Service, 
concerned over prospective unemployment when lack of funding deletes the 
Kenai, Homer and Seward Offices. I predict, only a short time will pass until 
some of those neighbors will need Alaska Legal Services for help in a crisis 
resulting from unemployment.

It is probably not much comfort to those Alaskans, that the prospective job 
loss imminent for them, is apparently the fault of less Federal funding.

As a safety net, when your constituents lose jobs from slashed state spending, 
I urge the reservation of 1% of the sum(s) cut from state programs, to be 
added to the present level of the Alaska Legal Services allocation. If this 
safety net is reserved to ALSC it would assure the continuation of crisis help 
for those “ knocked off their feet” by slashed state spending.

Many Alaskans feel insecure over the job/economy situation-which is 
probably not helped by repeated media reports of drastically proposed less
state spending.1
1  o provide the crisis help for children, families, and other vulnerable 
Alaskans, legislative strengthening of the ALSC grant is wise because:

> »  ALSC is uniquely able to help Alaskans hurt by slashed state spending. 
» >A L S C  has a proven record of helping Alaskans catapulted into severe 
crisis to get “back on their feet” and is functioning statewide.

: Senator John Sachet, as a former Finance Chair, observed that 20i)0 Jobs (State, local A  private)would 
be lost lor each SlUO.OOO.OOO in slashed state spending.
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Without the direction of Ak Legal Services the Pro Bono Program will not 
perform. The private lawyers will be unable to systematically contribute to 
justice in Alaska, as such lawyers do now under the Pro Bono Program. 
Therefore, if Ak Legal Services is weakened (or horrors, vanishes if ALSC 
collapses) the amount of pro bono justice will decline, possibly to a drastic 
extent.

For protection of your constituents, I implore you to reserve to the ALSC 
grant an additional 1% of any overall state spending cuts, to insure crisis help 
will be available when it will be desperately needed by our Alaskan
neighbors.

Thanks again for hearing my plea,

James E. Fisher
171 Farnsworth Blvd. 99669, ph/fax:262-9601

(HF32396h.ear)
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to the House Finance 

Committee committee on SB197/Qperating Budget, dated 3/22/96.

Please protect funding for victim services in Alaska. 

Domestic violence A sexual assault are public safety issues which 

directly affect the lives of many Alaskans.

Consider:

- Alackan women are killed at 1.5 tines the national average.

- Last year, 67% of the nurders investigated by the Alaska

State Troopers involved domestic violence.

- Alaska leads the nation in per capita sexual assaults of

adults.

The Alaska Network on Domestic Violence k Sexual Assault has 

identified a $735,500 current unmet financial need for victim 

service programs around the state. Locally, we at the Women’s 

Resource & Crisis Center in Kenai are unable to adequately provide 

the requested children’s services due to lack of sufficient 

funding. Women and children who need to reach our safe shelter 

from rural communities often must stay in abusive situations 

because there is not enough funding for their emergency travel.

Maintenance funding will not meet the current need. We urge 

you to deal with this public safety issue responsibly by ensuring 

that shelter and advocacy services are funded at a level which 

offers victims the safety and protection they deserve. Budget cubs 

should not endanger the lives of women and children. Thank you for 

your support.

Brenda G. Wiefferin 
Women’s Resource k 
325 S. Spruce St..

if, Executive Director 
Crisis Center
Kenai, AK 99611 Phone: 283-9479
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Alaska State Legislature
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Alaska State Legislature

P:2££2 enter into tne record my testimony to the f - 1U
committee name

committee on  - . dated
bill/subject

I would like to speak out in favor of funding for Public Broadcasting, both TV and radio. 
The development of PBS was such a positive step forward; it would be very sad to lose 
it now. It is more Important than ever to have access to this source of information. PBS 
sets high standards for an industry desperatly in need of standards. PBS is a reliable 
source of family and educational entertainment. Commercial TV has so little to offer a 
discerning audience. I am a contributing member of my local PBS media but these 
funds raised by my neighbors are not enough. Please support PBS In our state.
Thank you.

Slar.ed: - -
Test iifer

 S e l£----------------------------- — -------------
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Alaska State Legislature
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FRED W. TR1EM
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

PROCTOR IN ADMIRALTY 
P.O. BOX 129 

PETERSBURG, ALASKA 998 3 3  
(907) 772-3917 
23 M arch 1996

H ouse F inance Com m ittee 
A laska Legislature 
Juneau

In re: A ppropriation for Public B roadcasting— radio and television

D ear L adies and Gentlem en:

A m ong the reasons for m aintaining the p resen t funding level for public 
broadcasting  in A laska, please consider the following:

(1) Public broadcasting  prom otes public safety:

(a) broadcasting  o f  w eather inform ation—-fo r safe travel, boating, and flying

(b) em ergency broadcasting— disaster and weather warning alerts', tsunami warnings

(2) Public broadcasting  pi c notes public health:

(a) educational program s about disease prevention— example: hepatitis

(b) inform ational program s— exam ple, recent public t.v. show  about ebola virus

(3) Public broadcasting  prom otes public education:

(a) ch ildren’s program s— W h e r e  in the w orld is C a r m e n  S a n  Diego? (teaches 
geography; produced in conjunction w ith Natl. G eographic Society)

(b) science and m ath program s— teaches basic concepts to children and adults

(c) adult education— broadcast o f  G ED  and telecourses to  rural and bush  areas

P lease do no t cut funding for public broadcasting— w e are barely hanging on now! 
R egards from  Petersburg.

Sincerely,

C*\) -  CAa-s*

Fred W . Triem

TOTAL P .02
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3.23.96

Representatives:

I understand making difficult budget decisions. I'm on the board of directors of Narrows 
Broadcasting Corporation (KFSK, Petersburg) a public radio station that lost a third of our budget 
last year for a total o f 70% In cuts over the past few years. We will not survive another 15% cut 
coming so soon after such drastic decreases. To indicate otherwise is a misrepresentation o f the 
facts,

One fact is that Alaska is about to take a giant step backwards. In a world where government and 
business are laboring to increase the public's access to information the $806,500 reduction in 
state funding will effectively deny access to life saving emergency messages, education, weather, 
community public service announcements, and local, state and national news. It will exaggerate 
the isolation and alienation of the rural population and destroy an existing telecommunications 
infrastructure.

Public broadcasting has been working to eliminate its dependence on state and federal funding. 
Reorganization and implementation of cost saving measures are in progress and being closely 
watched by the public broadcasting stations throughout the United States. If we succeed, our 
restructuring could provide an example for others, but we need that chance to succeed. A chance 
that could be realized through a cut-free recovery period. A chance to save an essential service to 
rural areas, a communications asset to the state and offer a model of operations to the rest o f the 
country.

Governor Knowles understands this and has recommended funding for public broadcasting 
remain at last year's level. Don’t sacrifice a part of Alaska's future and the leadership role we are 
taking in restructuring for a quick economic fix in the present.

Sincerely,

Chris Weiss 
Box 32
Petersburg, Alaska 99833

.02

TOTAL P .02
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MARILYN 14. DUGGAR 
P O  Box 355 
Nenana, Alaska 
March 23, 1996

HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

I am "speaking" to you to implore you not to cut public school funding. We desperately 
need to keep up with the quality o f education o f  the rest o f the US and o f  the World. 
While searching for places to cut, as you must, do not look to the children's education to 
take from. As a school board member I have witnessed repeated cutbacks that we have 
had to  deal with. I believe we are to the bare bones already. We have taken away 
valuable programs that were considered extraneous, such as reading incentive programs, 
extra aids for high needs children, and many more. We have combined classes in the 
elementary leaving one teacher with two grade levels. Many high school electives are no 
longer available as we have fewer teachers there to teacher the state requirements o f  a 
basic no frills education.

I would like to see the correspondence programs to continue with your funding. 
Correspondence values are unparalleled with any other program offered through state or 
federal education. The children in out-lying parts o f our state, disabled students, and 
students v,ho just don't fit into the school system and work better on their own are 
benefited.

The RSVP Program for the rural students is such a valuable tools for hands on experience 
in job fields students are interested in. This program cncourageB students to pursue 
vocational education in a field they are already familiar with instead o f leaving High 
School hoping to fall into something. I think the RSVP Program would do well to be 
encouraged rather than cut.

I empathize with your task o f cutting the budget. There are many more programs I would 
like to see receive their full funding, but I believe that there is no program as worthy and 
important to receive ftill funding as public education.

Thank you
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Oordova District Fishermen United
Celebrating 61 Years of Service to Commercial Fishermen in Cordova, Alaska

P.O Box 939 Cordova, Alaska 99574 / Telephone (907) 424-3447 / Fax (907) 424-3430

A LA SK A  D E PA R T M E N T  OF FISH  & C A M E -IM P A C T S  OF P R O P O S E D  FY97 G EN ERA L 
FU N D  R E D U C T IO N S BY T H E  H O U SE FIN A N C E  S U B C O M M IT T E E

Cojgm iercialJEiaheri£& -M anagem e n ta n d  D evelo p m e n t B u d get C uts: S40Q G F

• This c u t is in  a d d itio n  to  the go verno r’s b u d g e t re d u c tio n  w hich  c u t $200 G F a n d  rep laced  it  
w ith  p ro g ram  receip ts for the lim nology p ro g ram .

• This ad d itio n a l red u c tio n  includes h a lf  o f th e  p ro g ram  rece ip ts  ($100) in  th e  g o v e rn o r 's  bu dg et 
as w ell as $300 GF. This cu t w ill lim it the ab ility  to  d o  th e  science th a t  a llow s th e  d e p a rtm e n t 
to  m ax im ize  sockeye sa lm on  p ro d u c tio n — th e  b read  a n d  b u tte  o f th e  com m ercial fish ing  
in d u s try .

• It all b u t e lim in a tes the d iv ision’s  reg io n a l p lann ing  p ro g ram  for h a tch e ry  p ro d u c tio n . It 
e lim in a tes the  p e o p le  w h o  w ould develo p  a com p reh ensive  p lan  for s ta te w id e  h a tch e ry  
sa lm o n  p ro d u c tio n  a n d  it  slow s th e  d e v e lo p m en t o f n e w  fisheries like sea u rch in s.

• C u ts  an  ad d itio n a l $292.8 in  fish  a n d  g am e fu n d s  w h ich  w ill p ro h ib it th e  d iv is io n  from  using  
th e  p roceeds o f civil judgem en ts to  co n d u c t m itiga tion  projects, su c h  as th e  on e  to  d e te rm in e  
w h a t has caused  th e  serious decline in  p ro d u c tio n  o f N u sh a g a k  co ho  sa lm on.

• C ou ld  re su lt in. th e  lay-off o f u p  to  12 PFTs.

H a b ita t a n d R esto ra tio n  D iv ision  BudgfiLCulSi_$395JLGF

• T he p ro p o se d  level o f general fu n d s w ill re su lt in  m ajor d am ag e  to  th e  d iv is io n 's  p r im a ry  
m an ag em en t too l for sa lm on pro tec tion : th e  stream  p e rm ittin g  c o m p o n e n t

• This p ro p o sa l is b a d  for fish, bad for fisherm en , a n d  w ill h u rt sm all o p e ra to rs  a n d  in d u s trie s  
th a t re ly  o n  th e  d iv is io n  to  help  th em  w ith  design  a n d  co n stru c tio n  o f  "fish friend ly" facilities.
It is n o t legal for th e  d iv ision  to use its federal fu n d s fo r perm itting .

• T he d iv is io n  h as  a lread y  elim inated  general fu n d s for lo w er p rio rity  p ro jects in  o rd e r  to  
sa feg u a rd  the sa lm o n  pro tection  p ro g ram . T his p ro p o sed  b u d g e t c u t  w ill h u r t  o u r  ab ility  to 
w ork  on  m ajo r in itia tives like th e  Kenai River C enter and  efforts to  d e v e lo p  go ld  m in in g  
pro jects th a t m in im ize  effects on  fish a n d  w ild life  in th e  F airbanks area .

• The d iv is io n  w ill close area offices a n d  rev iew  p e rm its  from  p ap er, in  u rb a n  offices, w ith  
lim ited  fie ld  visits. T his rep resen ts a 17% c u t a n d  is in  a d d itio n  to th e  $5tX) leg isla tive 
red u c tio n  for th e  c u rren t year. It co u ld  re su lt in  th e  lay -o ff of u p  to  5 PFTs.

Corduva District Fishermen United Testimony • ADFG FY97 Budget * March 23,1996 • Page 1 of 2



MAR-23-1996 11=30 CORDOUA LID P*04

S ubsistenceJD i r i s k w  B udg et Ciit£rJ5200_GF

• This rep resen ts  a 15% cu t and  is  in  ad d itio n  to  th e  leg isla tive red u c tio n  o f $395 fo r the cu rren t 
y ear a n d  fu rth e r ero des the sta te 's  ability to  regain  su bsistence  m anag em en t.

• R eliable su bsisten ce  in fo rm atio n  collected by th e  d iv is ion  w ill becom e in creasin g ly  o u td a te d  
a n d  n ew  in fo rm a tio n  w ill n o t  be  collected in  m o st areas. The d iv is io n  w ill becom e sim p ly  a 
ca ta loger o f o ld  in form ation .

• The B oards o f F isheries and  G am e w ill hav e  to  increasing ly  d e p e n d  o n  in fo rm atio n  collected 
u n d e r  s ta te  h a rv e s t ticket a n d  p e rm it system s, w h ich  a re  no to rio u sly  in accu ra te  fo r 
rep resen tin g  su bsistence  h u n tin g  pa tte rn s  in  villages.

• The B oard s w ill n o t have th e  in fo rm ation  they  n e e d  to  p recisely  allocate  reso u rces  to  
su bsisten ce  an d  o th e r uses, resu ltin g  in  m o re  co nserva tive  m a n a g e m e n t o f th ese  resources.

• C o llab o ra tive  pro jects w ith  subsistence  u ser g ro u p s w ill n o t tak e  place u s in g  s ta te  fund ing .

• T he d iv is ion  w ill n o t  hav e  th e  core staff to  a ttra c t federal m o n ey  for su bsisten ce  research . S taff 
w ill n o t be able to  d irectly  p a rtic ip a te  in resou rce  m an ag em en t decisions.

• R em ain ing  staff in  th e  d iv is io n  w ill be cen tra lized  in  Juneau , A nchorage, o r Fairbanks.
R egional office functions w ill be  closed in  A ngoon , N om e, a n d  F ort Y ukon, an d  p o ss ib ly  
D illingham  a n d  B ethel. A t least 3 PFTs a n d  1 seasonal p o sitio n  w ill be laid-off.

S p i2 j± lls l iJ Q m s iQ n ^ d g e L C u t:  S1QQGF

• The d iv is io n  a d d e d  $200 in  G F / P rog ram  R eceip ts in  FY97 to reflect re v e n u e  fro m  S o u th ern  
S o u theast R egional A q u acu ltu re  A ssociation  for th e  re lease  o f ap p ro x im a te ly  400,000 k in g  
sa lm o n  sm o lt a t  Earl W est C ove. T h is red u c tio n  cute th e  fu n d in g  in  half.

• T he n u m b er o f k in g  sa lm o n  sm o lt p ro d u ced  a n d  re leased  w ill bo  su b s tan tia lly  red u c ed  an d  the 
cost effectiveness o f  ru n n in g  th e  C ry sta l Lake H atch ery  w ill be jeo p ard ized .

A gen cv -w ide T ravel R e d u ction: S101 .2 G F

• T he d e p a r tm e n t h a s  o v er 40 offices sta tew id e  an d  lite ra lly  h u n d re d s  o f field  cam p s to  opera te . 
T he d e p a r tm e n t is a lso  very ac tive in  nego tia tions , treaties, legal d isp u te s  a n d  a  varie ty  of o th er 
in terac tion s o n  b o th  the n a tio n a l an d  in ternational level. A s a resu lt, trave l is  a n  in teg ra l p a r t  
o f th e  d e p a rtm e n t's  m ission  of m an ag in g  th e  s ta te 's  fish  a n d  w ild life  resou rces .

• This c u t is based  on  a n  inaccu ra te  p ro ra tio n  o f genera l fu n d s  in  th e  trav e l line a n d  penali zed 
the d e p a r tm e n t for a ttem p tin g  to  reflect th e  ac tual costs o f trave l i n  its b u d g e t  S tate agencies 
d o  n o t n o rm ally  tra c k  line item  ex p en d itu res  b y  fu nd ing  source.

• The cu t has been ev en ly  d is tr ib u te d  th ro u g h o u t th e  d e p a r tm e n t w ith  ap p ro x im ate ly  75% 
com ing o u t of th e  C om m ercial F isheries M anagem ent a n d  D evelopm en t d iv ision .

• ________________________________________________________________________________
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Cordova District Pishermen United
Celebrating 61 Years of Service to Commercial Fishermen in Cordova, Alaska 

P.O. Box 939 Cordova, Alaska 99574 / Telephone (907) 424-3447 / Fax (907) 424-3430

M arch 23, 1996

Rick H alfo rd  &a S teve Frank, C o-C hairs 
S enate  F inance C om m ittee  
C apita l B uild ing  
Juneau , A K  99801

M ark H an ley  & R ichard Foster, C o-C hairs 
H ouse  F inance C om m ittee  
C ap ita l B u ild ing  
Juneau , A K  99801

D ear M ssrs. H alfo rd , F rank , H an ley  a n d  Foster:

C ordova D istric t F ish erm en  U nited (CDFU), the o ld es t assoc ia tion  o f com m ercial 
f isherm en  in  th e  S tate of A laska, is  p leased  to  su b m it th e  enclosed tes tim o n y  for th e  
reco rd  co ncern in g  the im pac ts  to  th e  A laska D ep artm en t o f Fish & C am e  of the 
p ro p o sed  FY97 G eneral F und  red uc tion s b y  th e  H ouse  Finance vSubcommittee.

If yo u  have an y  qu estion s o r need  ad d itio n a l in fo rm ation , p lease d o  n o t hesita te  to  
con tac t m e  a t th e  n u m b e r above. T h ank  y o u  for y o u r co n sidera tion  a n d  lead ersh ip .

S incerely,
C O R D O V A  D IS T R IC T  FISHERMfcN U N ITE D

^ 3 ^  k

D o m e H aw x h u rs t, Executive D irector
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22 March 1996

Dear Representative Vic Kohring,

We were shocked to hear the news from three public radio stations throughout Alaska, small to 
large, that funding for public broadcasting is in grave danger of being cut. We can’t imagine how rural 
Alaska will keep up on the events o f the world, including their state and local region, without access to the 
public radio stations that broadcast around the state.

We are ardent supporters o f KTNA here in Talkeetna. We give a small amount o f money, and we 
spend several hours a week volunteering. Our radio is on and tuned to KTNA throughout the day. We are 
informed, entertained, and educated by our local public radio station. In the morning, at midday, and in the 
evening, we hear national news through NPR and Pacifica, state news through APRN, and local news from 
KTNA. I understand that cutting funds to public radio or public television would practically eliminate 
APRN’s ability to broadcast over satellite. A cut to KTNA’s funds would severely hamper their ability to 
provide three half-hour news programs each day. The news staff there now consists of on£ three-quarter 
time position. How would we know what was happening in the rest of the world and in our local world 
without APRN and KTNA? The loss o f the state satellite would prevent KTNA from rebroadcasting NPR 
from KUAC or KSKA as they presently do.

Have yuu ever tried to receive Anchorage radio signals in Talkeetna or anyplace else in the upper 
Susitna Valley? I just scanned the AM and FM dials on my radio and I picked up Christian radio, rock-n- 
roll, rock-n-roll, static, rock-n-roll, static, country, and more rock-n-roll. We have a fairly nice stereo 
receiver. I wonder what someone in the Bush picks up on a battery powered radio. KTNA. If KTNA 
folds, they lose information and connection to the news stream, not to mention the ability to hear a wide 
variety o f music.

Please do not eliminate rural Alaska’s access to public information. We are fortunate enough to live 
on the highway system so we can receive a newspaper. We can even get Channel 2. But how much Mat-Su 
or Talkeetna news does any Anchorage media cover? Maybe one or two items a week and those tend to be 
features, not real news about what affects our life up here. KTNA is our source of information on the 
events in the Mat-Su area. Let’s not forget that Alaska is primarily a rural state. I’d rather see my tax 
dollars go to public broadcasting than to more law enforcement or prisons or wherever else you want to 
spend the money.

T he only purpose  th e  e lim ination  o f funds serves is to  p reven t th e  people o f th e  s ta te  from  
being inform ed about th e ir  governm en t’s actions. They will know that you took that away from them. 
But they won’t know what you did with that money because they won’t be able to listen to their public radio 
station to hear APRN or their local news.

P.S. Unfortunately we cannot pickup Channel 7, but wc do not think the public television budget should be cut cither.

PLE A SE DO N O T  E L IM IN A T E  FU N D IN G  F O R  PU B LIC  BRO ADCASTING !

Sincerely,

cc: Rep. Mark Hanley, Rep. Richard Foster
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David & Maryann Frazier 
2636 Shepherdia Drive 
Anchorage AK 99508 

274-2869

M arch 23, 1996

To: Sean Parnell
H ouse F inance C o m m ittee  M em ber

Re: F u n d in g  cu ts for Alaska State C ouncil on th e  A rts (ASCA)

M y hu sband  and  I arc long tim e residents: 37 years for m e and 28 years fo r h im . 
H e  ow ns and ru n s  an insurance brokerage com pany here  and  I am  A bookkeeper. W e 
own a hom e, a 4-plex and  property . We have tw o children in  school, one in  ju n io r  h igh  
and one in grade school. W c are all concerned ab ou t th e  proposed fu nd ing  cu ts to  
elim inate  th e  A SCA  and  the devasting im pact I t w ould have on  th e  en tire  state.

You see, w e arc  m ore  th an  ju s t taxpayers and  students. We are also citizens of 
t his s ta te , and as such, we are representatives of life in  Alaslui w hen we travel, and  w e 
travel q u ite  a b it. E lim in a tin g  fund ing  fo r the A rts doesn 't ju st h u r t  th e  A rt 
co m m un ity , it h u r ts  everyone. A rt in th is isolated reg ion of th e  w orld  a connecting  
and u n itin g  force. W ith o u t i t  we become void cu lturally . W ith o u t cu ltu re  th e re  is no 
richness to  life. W ith o u t th a t, wc sim ply labor.

M y fam ily w ould  have little  to  stay In Alaska fo r if fund ing  for th e  ai ts is 
elim inated . I am  n o t ju s t a bookkeeper, b u t also a dancer and  pa in te r. B oth  o f m y 
ch ildren  dance an d  th e  o ldest is a bu dd ing  m usician. M y hu sb and  an d  I spend o u r  ex tra 
m oney on su p p o rtin g  live perform ance and visual arts in Alaska. W e have seen th e  
m agic th e  a rts has on o u r lives and  o u r ch ildren and know  th a t  i t  m ust co n tin u e  fo r us. 
T here  are  o th e r states w ho value th e  arts. M ust we be so sh o rt sighted?

Please vote for continuing the ASCA. Our 
family does not support eliminating the Council or 
its role in Alaska.

P0 i

M aryann  and  D avid  F razier



FROM : K-N-S MARINE PHONE NO. : 907 235 6342

3/23/%
R e p resen ta tiv e  Sean Parnell 
F inance C om m ittee 
Fax; 4 6 5 -2 2 7 8

D ear R ep resen ta tiv e  Parnell,

Y our p ro p o s e d  c u t to public  b ro ad c a s tin g  is v e ry  d is tressin g  to  m e. I 
d en e n d  o n  th e  local, na tional a n d  In te rn a tio n a l new s I g e t fro m  m y  local 
rad io  s ta tio n , KBBI, APRN, an d  N ational Public R adio a n d  fro m  th e  Jim  
I.eh rer News H our o n  PBS. N one o f  H om er’s com m ercia l ra d io  s ta tio n s  
m ake a n y  e ffo rt to  p ro v id e  th e  k in d  o f  new s coverage I g e t f ro m  th e se  
sources.

My c h ild re n  grew  u p  w atch ing  Sesam e S tree t. Now th ey  w a tc h  Nova, Bill 
Nye - Science Guy, The New Explorers. My h ig h  schoo l d a u g h te r  is tak in g  a  
PE class v ia  d is tan ce  ed u ca tio n  fro m  UAA. T hese p ro g ram s e d u c a te  ab o v e  
a n d  b e y o n d  school! My h u sb a n d  a n d  I keep  in  to u ch  w ith  w h a t is go ing  on  
a ro u n d  th e  s ta te  b y  w atching A n ch o rag e  E dition  an d  120  D ays - w ith o u t 
th a t, w e w o u ld n ’t  know  w hats go ing  o n  in  Ju n eau ! By th e  w ay, d id  y o u  see 
th e  p ro g ra m  las. w eek called  H ollyw ood vs. Religioo7 It w as a n  ex ce llen t 
ex p o se’ o n  how  b ad ly  relig ion  (especially  C h ris tian ity ) is t re a te d  b y  m an y  
m ovie  m ak ers  o f  today. I t  rea lly  m a d e  m e th in k  a b o u t it!

I m ake  la rg e  co n trib u tio n s  to b o th  p u b ile  ra d io  an d  p u b lic  te lev is io n  
b ecau se  th e y  a re  v e ry  im p o rta n t to  m y  fam ily. Y our $ 8 0 0 ,0 0 0  c u t  is a  
re la tiv e ly  sm all a m o u n t o f  m o ney  in  th e  s ta tew ide  sch em e o f  th in g s , b u t  i t  
is e n o u g h  to  d ev asta te  o ne  o r  th e  o th e r  o f  th ese  en tities. P lease d o  n o t  kill 
so m e th in g  th a t  benefits so m an y  peop le  in  o u r  s ta te . Public ra d io  a n d  
te lev ision  a re  reso u rce  go ldm ines th a t  h e lp  b rin g  th e  p e o p le  o f  th is  h u g e  
s ta te  together!

Please re c o n s id e r y o u r vote! T h a n k y o u  fo r y o u r  c o n sid e ra tio n .
J ln c e r e lv ,  

T in a  Seaton  
583 6 0  Bruce Dr. 
H om er, AK 996 0 3

CC:Speaker o f the House, Representative Gail Phillips
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FROM : K-N-S MARINE PHONE NO. : 907 235 6342

3/23/%
R ep resen ta tiv e  Pete Kelly 
F inance C om m ittee 
Fax: 4 6 5 -2 2 7 8

D ear R ep resen ta tiv e  Kelly,

Y our p ro p o se d  c u t to  pu b lic  b ro a d ca s tin g  is v e ry  d is tress in g  to  m e. I 
d ep e n d  o n  th e  local, n a tio n a l a n d  In te rn a tio n a l new s 1 g e t fro m  m y local 
rad io  s ta tio n , KBBI, APRN, a n d  N ational Public R adio a n d  from  th e  Jim  
Lehrer News H our o n  PBS. N one o f H om er’s co m m ercia l ra d io  s ta tio n s  
m ake an y  e ffo rt to  p ro v id e  th e  k in d  o f  new s co v erag e  I g e t fro m  th ese  
sources.

My c h ild re n  g rew  u p  w a tch in g  Sesam e S tree t. Now th e y  w a tch  N ova, Bill 
Nye - Science Guy, T he New E xplorers. My h ig h  schoo l d a u g h te r  is tak in g  a  
PE class v ia  d is tan ce  e d u c a tio n  fro m  UAA. T h ese  p ro g ra m s e d u c a te  above 
a n d  b e y o n d  school! My h u s b a n d  an d  I k eep  in  to u c h  w ith  w h a t is go ing  o n  
a ro u n d  th e  s ta te  b y  w atch ing  A nchorage  E d ition  a n d  120  D ays - w ith o u t 
th a t, we w o u ld n ’t  know  w h ats  going  o n  in Juneau ! By th e  w ay, d id  y o u  see 
th e  p ro g ra m  la s t w eek  called  H ollyw ood vs. Religion? It w as a n  ex ce llen t 
expose’ on  how  b a d ly  re lig ion  (especially  C h ris tian ity ) is tre a te d  b y  m any  
m ovie m ak ers  o f  to d ay . It rea lly  m ad e  m e th in k  a b o u t it!

I m ake large  c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  b o th  p u b lic  ra d io  a n d  p u b lic  te lev ision  
b ecau se  th e y  a rc  v e ry  im p o r ta n t  to  m y  fam ily . Y our $ 8 0 0 ,0 0 0  c u t  is a  
re la tiv e ly  sm all a m o u n t o f  m o n ey  in  th e  s ta tew id e  sch em e o f  th in g s, b u t  it  
is e n o u g h  to  d e v a s ta te  o n e  o r  th e  o th e r  o f  the?c  en tities . P lease d o  n o t  kill 
so m eth in g  th a t  b en efits  so m an y  peop le  in  o u r  s ta te . PubLc ra d io  a n d  
te levision  a re  re so u rce  go ldm ines th a t  h e lp  b rin g  th e  p eo p le  o f  th is  h u g e  
s ta te  together!

Please re c o n s id e r  y o u r  vote! T h an k y o u  fo r y o u r  co n sid e ra tio n .
S incerely ,

T in a  Seaton
5 8 3 6 0  Bruce Dr.
H om er, AK 99603

CC:Spcakcr of the House, Representative Gail Phillips
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DURING TANYA'S LIFETIME
By Tanya Rorem 

Age 20

Gocd-byes - share some stress.
Not letting someone in is a comfort.

The soul makes things complete.
The walls of your heart are thin, your soul builds your heart. 

Darkness is not scary, what you can't see is only what you can't
understand.

Mental Illness is an emotional state of darkness, 
living in limbo - the fear of wondering what will happen next.

Being unpredictable is as comforting as knowing you're loved, 
or being found cryir.g, or smiling. Even having someone on your 

side - knowing you're always welcome. Feeling alone and hopeless 
and yet being uplifted by someone that loves you.

To be Mentally H i  is to cling to the fact of being alone.
My mind is Mentally 111, not me. I can comprehend anything.

I cling to things I know.
There's a person I love. Her name's Letha Wierson 

and to me she means understanding.

To unlock what has no key is the language of Mental Illness.
To start looking for someone and lose yourself.

People have their own ideas about Mental Illness.
There's no temperature, no vomiting, 

there's medicine but no cure...

I understand one thing about being Mentally 111,
If I give up I will lose myself.

Being normal in other's eyes is threatened not by force 
but by people's judgement of "NORMAL".

Seeing is not understanding.
Mental Illness is the explanation of what you don't want to

understand.
But the understanding that stands in me is 

I love what I do understand.

MENTAL ILLNESS IS A  PLACE OF DARKNESS IN THE BRAIN
THAT IS SILENT,

NEVER HEARD - BUT ALWAYS SEEN.
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FPOn : k -n- s MPRir€ PHO€ fO. : 907 235 6342

3/23/%
R e p re s e n ta tiv e  M ark  H an ley  
co -F inan ce  C h a ir 
Fax: 4 6 S -2 4 1 8

D ear R e p re se n ta tiv e  H an ley ,

Y our p ro p o s e d  c u t  to  p u b lic  b ro a d c a s t in g  is v e ry  d is tre ss in g  to  m e. I 
d e p e n d  o n  th e  lo ca l, n a tio n a l a n d  In te rn a t io n a l  new s I get fro m  m y  lo ca l 
ra d io  s ta tio n , KBBI, APRN, a n d  N a tio n a l P ublic  R ad io n  a n d  from  th e  Jim  
L e h re r N ew s H o u r o n  PBS. N one o f  H o m er’s co m m erc ia l rad io  s ta tio n s  
m a k e  a n y  e f fo r t  to  p ro v id e  th e  k in d  o f  n ew s c o v e ra g e  I get fro m  th e se  
so u rces.

My c h ild r e n  grew  u p  w a tc h in g  S esam e S tree t. N ow  th e y  w a tch  N ova, Bill 
N ye - S c ien ce  G uy, T h e  New E x p lo re rs . M y h ig h  sc h o o l d a u g h te r  is ta k in g  a  
PE c la ss  v ia  d is ta n c e  e d u c a tio n  fro m  UAA. T h e se  p ro g ra m s  e d u c a te  a b o v e  
a n d  b e y o n d  schoo l! M y h u s b a n d  a n d  I k e e p  in  to u c h  w ith  w h a t is  g o in g  o n  
a ro u n d  th e  s ta te  b y  w a tc h in g  A n c h o ra g e  E d itio n  a n d  120  D ays - w ith o u t 
th a t ,  w e w o u ld n ’t  k n o w  w h a ts  g o in g  o n  In Ju n e a u !  By th e  w ay, d id  y o u  see  
th e  p ro g ra m  la s t  w eek  c a lle d  H o lly w o o d  vs. R elig ion? It w as a n  e x c e lle n t 
e x p o se ’ o n  h o w  b a d ly  re lig io n  (e sp e c ia lly  C h r is tia n ity )  is t re a te d  b y  m a n y  
m o v ie  m a k e rs  o f  to d a y . I t  re a l ly  m a d e  m e  t h i r k  a b o u t  it!

I m ak e  la rg e  c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  b o th  p u b ile  ra d io  a n d  p u b lic  te lev is io n  
b e c a u se  th e y  a r e  v e ry  im p o r ta n t  to  m y  fam ily . Y our $ 8 0 0 ,0 0 0  c u t  is a  
re la tiv e ly  sm a ll a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y  In  th e  s ta te w id e  sch em e  o f  th in g s , b u t  i t  
is e n o u g h  to  d e v a s ta te  o n e  o r  th e  o th e r  o f  th e se  e n titie s . P lease d o  n o t  k ill 
so m e th in g  th a t  b e n e f its  so  m a n y  p e o p le  in  o u r  s ta te . Public ra d io  a n d  
te le v is io n  a r e  re s o u rc e  g o ld m in e s  th a t  h e lp  b r in g  d ie  p eo p le  o f  th is  h u g e  
s ta te  to g e th e r!

P lease  re c o n s id e r  y o u r  vole! 'i 'h a n k y o u  fo r  y o u r  c o n s id e ra tio n .
n • •

T in a  S ea to n  
5 8 3 6 0  B ruce Dr, 
H om er, AK 9 9 6 0 3

CC:Rep. Gail Phillips
4



March 22. 1996

Please read this as part of the House Finance Committee's Public Teleconference 
March 23. 1996.

As Vice President of the Board of Directors of AWAIC I strongly encourage you to 
support level funding for the Council’s line item in the Department of Public Safety's 
Budget. Our staff are dedicated, hard working individuals who are underpaid and 
greatly appreciated. They are committed to the delivery of complete, professional 
services to battered women and their children. I, as a Board member am proud of the 
work they do. Without the continued support of the legislature for the DPS’s Council 
budget victims could be out at risk. Please consider the faces of women and children 
as you search for places to cut the budget. AWAIC is appreciative of your continued 
support of all of their programs.

Thank You,

Louann Cutler
V.P. Board of Director
Abused Women’s Aid In Crisis
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PERSEVERANCE
March 23, 1996 T H E A T R E

To: Representative Mark Hanley - Co- Chair House Finance Committee, and
members of the House Finance Committee

From: AHA! Board (Arts for a Healthy Alaska) 
A Statewide Arts Advocacy Organization

President Lynette TGrner Juneau
Vice President Phil Munger W asilla/Palm er
S ecre ta ry /T reasu rer Helen Howarth A nchorage/S itka
Board Member Janel Thompson Fairbanks
Board Member Barbara Peterson Homer

This is a letter requesting that you disregard the DOE Subcommittee 
recommendation that the Alaska State Council on the Arts budget be 
elim inated.

The arts council provides a wide variety of state wide services not available 
elsewhere. The impact of such drastic action will be felt by community 
members, artists, and arts organizations all around the state in both rural and 
urban areas. With the elimination of the arts council we will lose seven grant 
programs, an excellent Arts in Education program, which last year served 
some 29,000 youth, and much needed technical assistance provided by the 
council. In addition federal funds will no longer be available, we will have 
one less source of operational support, which is extremely difficult to secure, 
and the ability of Alaskan arts organizations to leverage outside funds will be 
dimmed.

As you know the amount of money the arts council receives is small, but what 
you might not realize is that the amount of money received provides a lot of 
services. State dollars are matched at least ten to one, and these dollars make a 
significant economic impact.

Alaska already has the smallest council staff in the entire country and if 
eliminated Alaska will be the only state in the union with out an arts council. 
Are request is not unreasonable. We ask for fairness, and we ask that you look 
at the whole picture and consider the well being of the entire state. In order 
to have a truly well rounded and healthy community we need the arts. Please 
do not aid in the demise of the Alaska Siaie Council on the Arts. Elimination as 
a short term budgetary action is not a long term solution.

cc: Representative Richard Foster
Representative Sean Parnell
Representative Gene Therriault
Representative Vic Kohring
Representative Ben Grussendorf

Representative Eldon Mulder 
Representative Pete Kelly 
Representative Terry Martin 
Representative Kay Brown 
Representative Mike Navarre

914 TH IR D  ST. •  DOUGLAS, AK 99824 •  (907) 364-2421 •  FAX: (907) 364-2603



200 W #4th Ave., #1120 
Anchorage. .AK 99503 
March 15,1996

Representative Hanley 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

In our desire to cut tlte state budget I ask that the Legislature consider the reductions 
wisely. There are particular state funded activities that provide a multiplier effect for 
attracting, and retaining, federal and private funds. These state funds also provide a 
catalyst that helps generate business activity that brings more business to Alaska.

The proposed budget for the Division o f Tourism for the next fiscal year does not 
include the state's portion o f funding for the Alaslca Public Lands Information Cotters 
(APLIC). These three centers in Tok, Fairbanks and Anchorage rely on a combination of 
federal and state funding in partnership with a non-profit organization, the Alaska Natural 
History Association (ANHA), for their operation. The APLICs provide an example o f 
state, federal, and local agencies partnering with a private organization to make budget 
dollars go further to benefit Alaska's tourist industry.

These centers help thousands o f visitors plan their trips to Alaska and assist them 
once they arrive. In 1995 they provided direct service to over 250,000 visitors. ANHA 
operates book sales areas in both the Anchorage and Fairbanks APLICs and donate the 
profits of the sales back to the centers. Over the past fifteen years ANHA has contributed 
over $344,000 to the APLICs to help pay for their visitor information services. The 
amount of money ANHA donates is increasing as the number of tourists increase.

Without die state’s share the Tok center will be closed and the Anchorage and 
Fairbanks centers will curtail hours o f operation. This will affect book sales and the 
amount o f money ANHA can donate for operations. These centers are a major part o f  the 
state's tourism infrastructure and are prime contributors to Alaska's major growth industry.

Several federal agencies share in their support o f the APLICs. The Divison o f 
Tourism has shouldered the burden o f providing the state funding. I suggest you look to 
the other agencies that benefit from the APLICs, including the Department of Natural 
Resources, Department of Transporation and Public Facilities and the Alaska Tourism 
Marketing Council to provide a state share o f support. All o f these agencies will be 
impacted if the APLIcs close or curtail services. It is more economical far the state to



provide a portion of the support of the existing centers, than to replicate the APLICs’ 
services within these agencies.

The APLICs are a national model o f interagency cooperation and coordination to 
provide convenient, efficient visitor services. With these proposed funding cuts they are an 
example o f Alaskans developing national caliber solutions to meet our industries needs, 
then turning our backs on our success.

This funding cut is anothei example o f how smart we are, and how dumb we can 
be. I ask your support in maintaining one example o f Alaska's intelligence. If you have 
any questions please call me at 345-6600.

Sincerely,

William Ashton 
ANHA Board Member
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

OFFICE O F  THE COMMISSIONER

/
/

T O N Y  K N O W L E S , G O V E R N O R

P.O. BOX 110800 JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0800 PHONE: (907) 465-2500 FAX: (907) 465-5442 TDD: (907)465-5437

March 18, 1996

The Honorable Pete Kelly 
Chairm an
House Finance Subcommittee for Commerce 

and Economic Development 
House of Representatives 
S tate Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Kelly:

Re: Alaska Seafood Marketing Institu te

I am gravely concerned about the impact of the House Finance Subcommittee’s 
reduction to the Alaska Seafood M arketing Institu te (ASMI). The reduction of 
$843,600 from the Governor’s FY 97 proposal eliminates the sta te’s unrestricted 
general fund contribution to the s ta te ’s seafood m arketing program.

The eliminated funding had provided AS Mi’s match to over $4 million in federal

6-ant money for overseas salmon m arketing in Japan, Korea, Australia, the 
nited Kingdom, and Germany. Over 50 percent of Alaska’s salmon harvest is 
exported to foreign markets (1994 value of $680 million). Continuation of the 

export volume is threatened by competition from foreign producers. A laska’s 
competitors enjoy huge government subsidies. For example, Norway provides 
$100 million in government assistance for production ana $20 million for 
international marketing.

This reduction is particularly untimely in light of the deepening, and potentially 
devastating, situation facing the Alaska salmon industry. Several seafood 
processors nave closed their operations, salmon prices have fallen dram atically 
and continue to decline, at the sam e time the worldwide salmon supply continues 
to grow.

With this reduction, ASM! will be faced with the very difficult decision w hether to 
reallocate money from the domestic salmon m arketing program or to elim inate its 
overseas m arketing program. The domestic m arket is considered the area of 
greatest potential growtn, but the money we currently spend in domestic salmon 
m arketing is barely enough to make an impact on Alaska’s m arket share, given 
the increasing foreign competition.

In the subcommittee closeout meeting, you mentioned th a t there are other options 
available to ASMI. The first is to use money which may be released this year 
from the Fisheries Landing Tax; however, th a t money is restricted to use for 
whitefish marketing. The second option is for the salmon processors to increase 
their self assessment from .3 percent to .4 percent. I don t  feel this is an



The Honorable Pete Kelly -2- March 18, 1996

appropriate time to ask the industry to contribute more in light of the financial 
crisis and in light of the fact the salmon industry is already contributing a 
significant portion of its income to the state treasury. For exaniple, a fish
Erocessor in Southeast Alaska pays a combined 5.3 percent in taxes to the state, 

a addition, the fishermen selling to the processor pays 4 percent, producing u 
total tax of 9.3 percent on the value of each salmon caught in Southeast Alaska.

I know from my discussions with you th a t you consider ASMI to be an  effective 
and successful program. I ask you to reconsider this significant budget reduction 
in light of the information I have provided.

Sincerely,

WLH/ydl28.as
031896a
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KLUKWAN FOREST PRODUCTS, INC 
P O BOX 34*59, JUNEAU, ALASKA 99*03-4659
OFFICE; (907)789-7361 - FAX (907)789-0675

MEMORANDUM OF TRANSMITTAL

TO: Repmentativc Mark Htnlrr

FAX NUMBER 907-465-2418

FROM Ronald R. Wolfe

DATE1 _______ March 22. 1996 TIME: 4.00 PM

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES (including cover sheet): J Q L

If you experience any problems in the transmittal, or do not receive all the pages, please call Janice or Ron 
at the above number

ORIGINAL DOCUMENT: JSL Will not follow

D e a r  R e p re se n ta tiv e  H a n k y :
I  am  w ritin g  y ou  to  n.iU y o u r  h e lp  in  re s to r in g  th e  fu n d i  cu t fro m  th e  D ivision  o f 
F o re s try ’s 1997 b u d g e t! T h ese  fu n d s  a re  n ecessary  fo r  th em  to  p ro p e r ty  a d m in is te r  
A la sk a ’s F o res t R r  so u rce  a n d  P ra c tic e s  A c t, jn d  fu lfill fire  p ro te c tio n  
respo n sib ilities . A s y o u  kno w  p r iv a te  fo res t lan d o w n e rs  an d  A la sk a ’s F o rest 
in d u s try  h av e  m ad e  s ig n ifican t c o n tr ib u tio n s  in good  fa ith  to  m a k e  su re  th is  law  is 
w o rk in g . T h e  S ta te  m u s t live u p  to  its  o b lig a tio n  b y  fu n d in g  th e  D iv ision  o f  F o re s try  
to  do  its jo b !  In  th is  ca se  good  g o v e rn m e n t is a field  p resence  so  th e  p u b lic  h as fa ith  
th a t  th e  best m a n a g e m e n t p ra c tic e s  a re  w o rk in g , a n d  th e  n ecessa ry  m o n ito rin g  
p ro g ra m s  a re  b e in g  u n d e r ta k e n .

T h a n k  you  fo r  th is  o p p o r tu n ity  to  co m m en t, an d  I  sincerely  h o p e  th a t  y o u r  a re  ab le  
to  fu n d  th e  D ivision  o f  F o re s try .

Sincerely,

R o n ald  R . W olfe, { / '
C h ie f  F o re s te r



SENT S Y U A N A N A  CHIEFS CONF. ! 3-22-96 ;1Q:37PM I FAIRBANKS, ALASKA- 907 465 24101# 2

T a n a n a  C h iefs  C o n fer en c e , I n c .
122 F irst A venue, Suite 600 

Fa irbanks , A la s k a  99701-4897 
Phone 907/452-8251 • Fax 907/459-3850

To: House Finance Committee March 22, 1996
Nineteenth Legislature-Second Session

Q l
From: Donna Scot£rmployioent A Training Director on behalf of theAlaska Native 

Coalition on Employment f t  Training .. . :

Re: Rocpnaideration of funding allocation^or State match for Tribal
JOQS Rrograms fbr FY 1997 per Governor's and DHS& finding request

i* - ' ” •
• -W*. . . .

The G ^cnw 'jiitfilge t request of $944,000 to be disbursed according to formula for 11 
rTrihai JORg prpgrartadfM been eliminated in your prehminary cofiatderarioa o f  the DHSS 

.- reinvestment proposal. We urge you to reconsider this drastic measure as savings already 
rtalfad by the statistics below demonstrate the success of Tribal JOBS programs. If you 

"  ihnonatp Tribal JOBS funding, it will be impouible to asrist rural cicpats (AFBC 
: ;;V redpieriti)' with the education, training, employment assistance and child care needs that 
f  §  .-are neccwary for them to become aetf-iufficiem, which is the tn *  goal of Wdfhro Reform. 
1,‘r  I  Even though the State will mandate work or work activities, it will not be possible to meet 

V c  the required percentages with our decreased federal JOBS funding which ia 23% this year,

4 |  TotalFederal Funding for Tribal JOBS in FY 1995 in Alaska $726,000
'•% Tbtal qumber o f Tribal client* served 438
•. Total dumber employed 113.

• \  Total number that utilized JOBS Child Care . 341
Totalnumber of village clients served ^

Total amduat of M ’ieff r^ifted ■ S.M1M7®

'SaVddgs dfferisined by multiplying $821 (baric AFD C grant forparen t pku ooe child) X  
cheat# tmpfoyed this program year X  12 months. This very sjgwfieta t  remvesaoM# 

j n  th a t-a. parent, or two parent. flunUy with more dm owe 
d c p e f l d ^ - v r t ^ T e ^ v e  a' pfoporrionately higher benefit Even if one w u  to  consider 
e m p lo y m e m '^ f^ - H X .o ^ s th s  for the number of successfully employed JOBS clients, 
the amount saved for reinvestment would be $556,638. ‘
Tribal JOBS is effective in getting-people o f state wdfare dependency. Please support 
comiimation of the proven model which wsts.mandated through the Family Support Act o f 
1988 under Republican President, George Bush. We sincerely appreciate your 
consideration and support.

CC: Governor Knowles 
DHSS


