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CC Many Rids Are Gelling A Real Bang Out ot Life." 
announces a tull-oaee aa in The New York Times—  
“He!o Sase The Next Generation.'

he aa. ourcnasea oy Hanagun Control. Inc.. re­
flects tne tneme or the organization s latest ousn for the 
Braav oiii. In a February press conterence. Sarah Brady. 
Hanagun Control s chairwoman, notea that neariv -i.OOO 
Americans uncer tne age or 20 haa been muraerea in 1991. 
That numoer. actually Closer to i.TOO. covers a lot or 
arouna. rasea on arrests, so it includes iX-vear-oid 
-rmea rccocrs -not ov tneir victims, it also includes i9- 
• ear-oia crccx ceaiers snot oy comoetitors.i

3rad\ aia not suggest now manv lives tne Braav bill 
rmgnt sase. Ncr aid <ne cue stuaies snowing now simiiar 
laws, er.actec cy more tnan 20 states, nave reaucea cnme. 
That s cecause mere are no sucn stuaies. All the scnoiarlv 
rescarcn nas rouna that laws like 
the Braav oiii hce no statistically 
significant imcac; on crime.

But me wnc e mea or asKing 
peooie :c 'Jo tor our kids" is to 
avoid sucn ana >sis. Gun control 
aavocates are nammering at the 
-.sue ot cniidren ana guns as never 
-erore. :r. tne .nooe mat it wiii be 
easier :c enact ran controls Jimea 
ocuit;r. _n -tmosonere in name 

.cout ar.ttaren.
•-erica â a> nave a serious 

-rooierr. - un artuaren anu guns.
■■at it s - rrooien. June uirfercnr 
trom tne one oescrioea by 
America.-. s gun orombitiomsts and 
•neir A i-mngton allies. Inaeea. 
it s a orooiem mat nas oeen aggra- 
■ atea bv anti-gun iaws.

_ ansioer new me repressive
run iaw..u cine'', wen as t.mcaco. 
Ahcninston. 0 C. .no New 'r orx 
tnve re-oonsioie ran use ■
arouna. w nne a man wno operates
a ooaega on me Lower tast bide 
it New i orsc City may keeo an ille­
gal oistoi niaaert unaer the counter 
:n case c: a roocery. ne is not 
.ikely :c :axe me gun to a target 
range icr oractice.

Even it me storeKeeper man- 
agea to get a gun license, he could 
not taxe ms teenage son to a target 
range to teacn him responsible 
firearm use. Just to hold the gun 
in his hana unaer immediate adult 
moervision at a licensed ranee.
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:ne teenager would have to ootmn ms own permit.
An airgun. wnicn uses compresseo airorcaroon diox­

ide to propel! a oeilet. is sate enouen to lire tnsiae an apart­
ment. yet New York City maxes it lilegai for supervisea 
minors to toucn one. The city thus closes orf one more ave­
nue for children to be taught prooer rireami use ana safety.

In this light, reoressive gun laws are not merely ineffec­
tive. They actually foster misuse or firearms, including 
gun vioience. 3y maxing firearm ownersmo liiezai. or 00s- 
•loie omv tor weaitnv penoie witn me ciout to move 
mrougn numerous oureaucratic obstacles, anti-gun laws 
renaer legitimate gun owners invisioic. Children are left 
with crtminais ana vioient television cnaracters as tneir 
oniv moaeis of gun use.

the experience with gun accidents snows tne impor­
tance of teacning our cniidren aoout oroper firearm use.

Gun control advocates have sought to 
create the impression that firearm acci­
dents involving cniidren are a iaree ana 
growing prooiem. Paradoxically, this 
impression nas been reinr'orcea by the 
very fact tnat sucn acciacnts are rare. 
Almost every time a cmid dies in a gun 
accident, the event is covered by the 
mate's wire services, ana sometimes by 
tne national news. Manv oeooie mistax- 
e.niv conciuae tnat cniiaren ate irc- 
uuently in gun aueicems ana tnat snaro 
restrictions on gun ownersmo are neces­
sary to aaaress tne orooiem. But gun ac­
cident involving ootn cniidren anu 
auults nave actuaiiv rallen aramaticaily 
in ine last twooecaaes. almost entirely 
because or orivate saietv etforts. —  

n I9XR 2T~ children unoer the age
ot 13 were xiilec bv acc-.arntal tireanri 
oiscnarzes. accoramg to me :Nationai 
Safety Council. That numoer represents 
a 4K% drop trom tv7-A even as the num­
ber or guns oer capita increasea. From

II 1968 to iv«8. me annual rate ot ratal 
gun acciaents teil from 1.2 oer 100.000 
Americans to U.b. Thanks to orivate ed­
ucational efforts, including programs 
sponsorea by tne NRA. ihe Boy Scouts. 
d-H ana otner grouos. tne firearm acci­
dent rate nas been cut in naif.

Despue this imoressive private-sec - 
tor achievement. Sen. Howara 
Metzenoaum iD-Ohioi tninks that the 
government couid do better. He pro­
poses giving the Consumer Product 
.Safety Commission authority over rire- 
arms. ostensibly to reauce accidents.
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GUNS
This move couiq be an mairec: wav to acnieve gun con­
trols tar more sweetaine ana restncuve man Congress is 
iikeiv to oass. With jurisdiction over tirearms. tne CPSC 
could, by unilateral aammr'rative action, oan the nature 
oroauction ana sale ot ail tirearms ana ammunition. Con­
gress nas roroiarien tne CPSC to regulate guns oreciseiv 
oecause or sucn rears.

Short or canning tirearms. me CPSC mient recuire rea- 
•ures intenaea :c orevent accicents. sucn as cmia-oroor 
grips or inaicators tnat snow wnen a gun is loaaec. 2 ut 
-ucn tecnnoiogicat rixes. tavontes ot tne gun control 
.ooby. uo not aaaress tne main cause ot firearm accicents.

A 1991 <tucv nv tne Genera: Accounting Office rouna I 
mat or Jun acciaems involve ’teviatinns trnm -^.sic 
-atety ruies. Fcrexamoie. accicents occur wnen ceooie
.arciessiv wave a gun arouna. minx mg tt s umoaaea. or out 
their tingers on tne trigger prematurely. Safety eaucation 
:s therefore tne cest way to continue reaucing gun accicents. 
Unfortunately, cniidren wnose oarents nave no interest in 
firearms are unukeiv to near gun lessons. Firearm saretv 
orograms ougnt to oe er.oanaec to reac:. more cniidren.

One successiui effort to teacn cniidren aoout aun saretv 
s the NRAU "Eddie Eugie" Eiementarv Gun Saretv Ecu- 
.ation Program. The Eddie Eagle orogram orfers curricula 
•nr cniidren trom Kinoerganen mrougn six in crace. usine 
an ammateu iceo. cartoon wnrKoooKv ar.c olay ^aretv ac- 
ivmes. T’ue cartccn nero Eddie Eauie otters a '.imoie 
atetv iti'.'ion: '!: • ■'>u see a gun: atoo: Dun : Tuucn. _:ave 
~.e Area. T--;i an .au u ii. '

A hiie seittioiN anu otner social mstuutions nave an im-

B e f o r e  c o m p l e t i n g  s ix th  g r a d e ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  
A m e r i c a n  cnilcd w a t c h e s  S.QQG h o m i c i d e s  a n a
1 0 0 . 0 0 0  a c t s  o t  v i o l e n c e  o n  t e l e v i s i o n .— A m e r i c a n  
P s y c n o l o g i c a i  A s s ’ n
Tw o  s u r v e y s  o t  y o u n g  A m e r i c a n  m a l e  v i o l e n t  f e l ­
o n s  f o u n d  t h a t  2 2 %  t o  3 4 %  h a a  im i t a t e a  c r im e  
l e c h n i a u e s  t h e y  h a d  w a i c h e a  o n  t e l e v i s i o n  p r o ­
g r a m s .—  M .S . H e l l e r  &  S. P c l s k y ,  S t u d i e s  i n  V i o ­
l e n c e  a n a  T e l e v i s i o n ,  p .  3 0 5 9 .
J a p a n  o u t l a w s  h a n d g u n s  a n d  r i f le s  a n a  m a k e s  
s h o t g u n s  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f ic u l t  t o  o n t a i n .  Y e t  t e e n o a e  
s u i c i d e  is 3 0 %  m o r e  f r e q u e n t  in J a p a n  t h a n  in 
A m e r i c a . — I .  C r a . g  P a r k e r .  T h e  J a p a n e s e  P o l i c e  
S y s t e m  T o d a y :  A n  A m e r i c a n  P e r s p e c r i v e ,  p .  1 4 9 .
W h i l e  t e e n a g e  s u i c i d e  h a s  r e m a i n e d  s t a b l e  in t h e  
U.S . >n t h e  la s t  15 y e a r s ,  t e e n a g e  s u i c i d e  h a s  r i s e n  
s h a r p l y  in E u r o p e ,  w h e r e  g u n  c o n t r o l  is m u c h  
s t r ic te r .  "‘ T e e n a g e  d e a t h s  I n c r e a s i n g  A c r o s s  E u ­
r o p e . ' —  C J  I n t e r n a t i o n a l .  ( N o v . - D e c .  1 9 9 1 ) ,  p .  4 .
In r e c e n r  d e c a c e s  t h e  A m e r i c a n  f i r e a rm s  s u p p l y  
h a s  r is e n  . . .  o u r  a s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  g u n s  n a s  r is e n ,  
t h e  n u m o e r  o i  c h i l d h o o a  g u n  a c c i c e n r s  n a s  
f a l l e n  s n a r o i y ,  d e c l i n i n g  b y  n e a r l y  5 0 %  in The lasT 
tw o  a e c c a e s . — ; s e e  o e l a w )

D e c l i n e  I n  A c c i d e n t a l  C h i l d h o o d  G u n  D e a t h s

The number o f gun accidents 600 1
involving cniidren nas fallen

by aver. i0°lr.. even as the fQQ
number of guns has increased

iuosiamiauy. i ne anu-gunners
_______ seek tn nm fu sp  thp issues

400

300 h-o f accidental shootings with 
(he deliberate violence among

voting people. isn o n n e  200
the successful role by NRA  

and others tn  addressing- 
 the zun safety issue.

100
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•onanr roie :o cmv in ;-.n s j r e t v . c r t m a r v  rcsoonsiou- 
iv rests .sun care r.ts ,..-.tiu  wnn :ar.. unaer oarcmai su­
pervision. invite e classmate to 'r.cct u .22 rifle u t ; target 
range wm oe tess mtnsueu ov tne ac^ io liu v  ot sur.coti- 
tiousiy musing ’Ann a cistoi tounc :r. a .loset.

!n contrast :o gun ucataents. car. lUieiues ao account 
•or tne aeatns ot manv young oeocie—more tnan a.01)0 in 
'.990. From tne rr.ia-i95"k to tne :a:e ""V,. teenage sutctue 
rose snuraiy. ano most ot :r.e increase .'.as aue to gun sui- 
.tdes. But since t.nen. me teenaee satctce rate nas re- 
mainea staoie. ar.a so nas me oercentace or suiciues m- 
■-oivms guns. Teenagers are situ less uxeiy to commit sui­
cide man any oiaer age grouo.

Althougn tne teenage sutciae rate nas oeen aoout me 
-ame since me late 70s. gun control aavocates insist mat 
immeaiaie action is necessary to acaress mis "cris is '- as 
■•veil. They otten cits raise statistics to justify their sense ot 
urgency, in 1989. forexamDie. tne American Academy o f 
Pediatrics toia a congressionaj commutes that "every tnree 
hours, a teenager commits suiciae wim a hanagun." But mis 
figure is vuiia omv if one counts an suicides as nanagun 
>uiciries. or if  one caiis everv person unaer 25 a teenager.

In aaaition to exaggerating me extent or the orooiem. 
gun control suocorters simoiy assume • ~iat tewer rirearms 
vnuiu mean le'.ver suicmes. One m.tgnt soecuiate tnat me 

presence or a gun can turn a teenagerv destine imouise 
into an irrevocaoie cectsion. i f  guns were iess reaaiiv 
avaiiaoie. cernaos suiciae '.vouio aecttne. This meorv is in- 
■.tuavety piausioie. cut it is not consistent witn the eviaence.

In his 1991 booK Point Blank, rtoriaa State Lniversitv 
cnminoiogist Gary Kleck analyzes suicide rates ana sun 
laws in every American cttv witn a copulation over
100.000. He taxes into account ail the factors tnat might af 
feet sutctae. sucn as race i'xnues are more likelv to com-

,:ue. me total suicide rate rematnea me same. Peooie 'a no 
taa uectaea to M il themseises simmy suostttutea otner. 
.••juatiy letnat metnoas.

Data trom otner countries uopear to suoDort Kleck s 
-onciusion tnat gun control is noi an ettecttve 'auv to re­
duce suiciae. 'A hiie teenage suiciae nas remnineu staoie tn 
me Unitea States ir. tne last l i  '.ears, it nas risen snaroiy 
n Eutooe. v.nere gun control is mucn stricter.

In Great Britain, wnere gun laws are very Mrtct ana me 
gun ownersmo rate is less man one-tentn mat in tne U. S.. 
uooiescent suiciae has risen oy more tnan 25% in just five
• ears. Sim iiariv. in jaoan nanaguns ana rules are illegal 
ana snotguns very a ifficu ii m ootain. Yet teenage suiciae 
is 309c more treauent in Jaoan tnan in tne U.S.

Given tne lack ot evidence mat gun control reauces sui­
cide. anti-gun activists nave resonea to "tactoias" sucn as 
this one. reportea by svnaicatea columnist Ricnara Reeves 
last Seotemoer: "Teen-agers in homes witn guns are 75 
times more likely 10 k iil themseive* man m ^ r^ a jj^ liv m g , 
:n homes wimout guns./The storv oenina mis claim mus- 
traies now mvtns tnat suDDon sun control are eeneratea.

,-v 'iv 9 1 anicte in tne jo u rn a l ot m e Am erican M ea tca t'1 
Association aiscussea a siuav o f several dozen nomes in 
'.vestem Pennsylvania wnere a teenager naa commtttea or 
uttemotea suicide or wnere a non-suictaai teenager wno 
hao been aamittea to a psvcniatnc nosouai livea. A home 
with a teenager wno haa commtttea suiciae was twice as 
likely as tne otner homes to contain a gun.

In an eattonai accomoanvmg tne anicte. tnree employ­
ees of the federai Centers tor Disease Control incorrectly 
wrote: "The pads that potenoai sutcidai adolescents wtil kill 
themsetves go uo 75-fold when a gun is kept in the home. " 

JAM A later ouonsnea a retraction, noting tnat the 75- 
toid figure was incorrect: tne increase was in fact twoioid
• and the number was merely a correlation, not proof ofmtt suictcei. rengion iCatholics are tess like ly». economic 

circumstances ar.o 19 gun control taws, ranging trom wait-
mg oenccs to nanagun pans.  _____

_Kigcx tinas no eviaence tnat anv or tne gun control 
aws n.'.u a statistically significant etrec: nn suiciue rates. I 
•vnne some gun control iaws oia attec: tne rate ot gun sui-

I
In ms column. Reeves toox the tactoio one step runner, 

telling hts reaaers that it applied to ail teenagers, even 
thougn atl of the suojects in the study had serious psycho­
logical croolems.

DID VOU VsVOVO T H A ~ X  *
M v th  "One cniia unaer I a .s accicer.taiiv shot to 186.000. is often attnbutea to the Deoartment or Justice i DOJ). but no
aeatn ever.' oav in tne u o a . 
gun Violencci

>v.enier:o rrevent Hana-

^  Truth True, it the year in auesnon is i 979. when 
•here were 35-1 sucn aeams. in. -ns i r r ° n

specuic DOJ stuav is laentitiea. i ne numoer is a nugc aistomon trom 
the otaustble 16.000 to 17.000 nattonativ extraoolatea from cnmmoio-
gtst Garv Kiecx s aata.

"Firearms are resaonstbie for the qeaths of as .000 infants.
year for wmcn data are available, me numoer was 226. children and adolescents per year." (American Academy or Pediatrics) 
accoming 'n tne National ren ter tor ^eattn Mntisnrs— jx.Truth Even if  ail oersons-4-3-95 afe-eonsioered-^delessemssA-ihis- 
The numoer or fatal gun acctoents among cniidren nas ,mc can t be true. The 45.000 figure exceeas the total deatns in ail ag
r _  11 ~   c a . i i t h    —  . .     _ — —'"alien ov once :°~0  ewm .is rn» ~

azes
Lsunntv nas -fom ail causes related to tirearms.

grown sigmticantty.

4 T v t h - i  r. the sm  ueeaae. mere tiia.e-reS-.000-AmerT>
cans were snot just oy cniidren unaer tne age of o." r/arrmrs C jttram r

Myth "One million U.S. inhabitants die Drematurciy eacn year as 
TneTEOTironnrcntronar'homTcidemr surcrd̂ TTormerStrrgron'Gstrerat • 
C. Everett Koooi

Truth No source ts everctted for this "factoid" be- 
cause mere is none. No government or academic 
aeencv even collects aata to oroviae an estimate for

1 ruth Accorame to me National Center tor Health Statistics, in 1988 
there were about 20.000 suicides t bv all metnods) ana about 22.000

the true ugure.

M y th ,  125.QQQ children carry guns to school each

homictaes (by ail metnods. including legal self defense), i nus. the "one 
m illion" claim is off bv about 1800%.
M yth "Guns ate the leading cause of death among older teenagers—  
white and black— m America." (.Newsweek)-----------------

day. (U. \  Sens. Biden ana Chafee)
^ T r m fr  Thc-135.QQ(Hime. also sometimes given as

■jfc-Truth True for black males, but not for females or for males of 
other rneea.---------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Youngsters who 
_  learn about firearm s  

in a constructive
— am~rzsvonsible------

environm en t are 
less likely to have 

— accrdentsryei—  —  

_ tirearm s education  
has a low priority

—  wnh-grmtps~ihat---
claim  to be_________
concerned  with 

— jirearm s-acciden ts—

i-uctoias aiso oiav an imoortant role in tne aeoate aoout 
guns in scnoot. Sen. jonn Chares t R-Rhoae istana i ana 
Sen. joseon Eider. i u-Delawurei claim tnat ’ 1J5.000 cnn- 
jren carry a gun to scnooi ever.1 aav." Sen. Chrtstooner 
Doaa (D-Conr.ecttcuti uos tne ngure to 186.000. The Na­
tional Education Association outs tne numoer at 100.000.

7ne oniy comorenenstve aata on tnis auestion come 
trom a 1990 surrev oy tne Centers tor Disease Control 
that asked stucents i f  they camea weaoons onto schooi 
crounas. Stuaents ’.vno answerea ves inctudea ail those 
who occasionally carnea guns anvwnere. ^ncn a; in 
wnen arivinc - i - tent in annce-ous nf-iohnnrnnnm

-na trom scnoot. as they pass tnroucn neignoornoou.s 
ruiea bv gangs, or in scnooi itsett. To iocus on 'guns in 
•i.nooi'' is to miss tne larger picture ot tne vuuent conui-
aons tnat maice tintirmen tecnticer* tee: vumeraoie.______

While tne claims or gun control aavocates aoout a ris­
ing tiae ot cun acciaents ana nun suiciaes are raise, tnere
is no aouot tnat violent crime among teenagers is soaring. 
From 1985 to 1991. arrests ot aauits tor muraer aecitnea.
but arrests tor muraer or 17-vear-oia maies rose ov I2 ! c£.
or 16-vear-oias ov iiS % .o r M-vear-oids ov 2177. ana or
bovs i 2 and unaer hv iOfFr

interpreting tne aata realistically. Kleck. tne FSU cnmi- 
noiogist. estimates tnat one in ever/ 800 Inch scrioot stu­
dents. '.v men ■■vnrs's out tn m ono  to I 7 QQQ ^tuutintc tin^- i 
tionaiiv. carries a aun to scnooi on a given oav. Accorg-1 
inaiy. uunsoiaw reia tive iv vmau roie in ine overall |

I orooiem tn ••'nier.ce :n scuvn'i. /  ~~
,-iatner tnan ccaress tne reai orooiem ot aiscinune anu 

•ecurttv in mar.'. *uonc scnoois. gun control auwicatcs 
nave argueu :rr ;.n-tree 'cnooi /.ones.' .'.men make oos- 
-ession ot weuaens wunin i .tilIII It. ot scnoot ornnertv .t 
eionv. .since me :.'..K)U-lt, scnooi /.one encomnasses t iv c  

hail tne terrttor. r, most cities anu towns, tne scnooi /one 
lav/s are ireuuentiv a backnanaea wav to outlaw the oos- 
•cssion ot firearms oy aauits on ouoiic oronerty.

These law scan aud to tne regulatory oostacles that ais- 
couraee peooie ::om using guns ror Drotection. The crime 
of carrying wunout a oermit is a misaemeanor in manv ju- 
risaictions. out run-free   __________

I nose ngures conceal an even more serious orooiem. 
The muraer arrest rate ot whites between tne aces ot 10 
and 17 was me same in 19X9 as in i 980 (it dipped in the 
middle or the uccaae and then rose to its rormer leveli. 
Meanwmle. the black rate ncs skyrocketec.

Most oi these nomiciucs are cameo out witn nanaguns. 
Vet. it there :.s a reiationsmo between gun uensitv ana ho- 
tuciae in me U.S.. it is an inverse one. f::e regions witn 
lie most cans are tne reuions won tr.e •.owest mimiciue 
.aes. Ana wnue wmtes nave a muner rate tn can owner- 

-niD tnan olack.v mev nave a mucn lower nomiciue rate.
rontmueo on oo. 74

-cnooi zones can turn tt 
nto a serious teicnv.

Even wnen narrowiv 
jrattea. .icnooi-zene laws 
are misguiuea. A .omoari- 
>on or tne numoer or stu­
dents carrying guns in 
vcnoot to me numoer ot 
gun crimes commuted in 
'Cnooi inaicates tnat the 
vast majority ot uuaents 
wno canry rirearms do so 
lor noncnmtnai ourposes.

Most stuaents wno carry 
guns are trying to orotect 
themselves on tne wav to

S usan R. Lamson. utrec- 
tor ofNTTT-TITYA reu-

eral Affairs Division, re­
cently rota mcU.S. Senate 
Subcommittee on juvenile 
Justice: Ml aopears tnat 
>ociety 's failure to aeal 
wioLcrime taamearunetui 
wav, emoodiea in our 
.’catch ana release ̂ criminal 
justice system, oegtns witn 
and has its most deleterious 
effects on our voutnT

NRA is workine with 
-C ongress to .sulvt. the pmuterm o f violent cn me commuted by- 
juveniles. at the same time making sure that the rights of the 

—mtUtons-or-law-abidinB-youns-people-are-protectcd.-
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S o u t h e r n  S t a t e s  P B A  C r i m e  C o n t r o l

L a n d m a r k  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  S u r v e y  S h o w s  R a i d

Southern Stents PBA President Jack Roberts answers 
reporters ‘ questions about the survey at July 9 press confer­
ence as Southern Stctes PBA headquarters in Atlanta, Geor­
gia.

ILKA Operations Director Ted Gogol explains significance o f Southern Staus PEA 
gun control survey to a state legislator during the Southern Legislative Conference 
luncheon titled, “Gun Control: Southern Style'' held in Mobile Alabana on July 11. 
3efore HCl's Sarah Brady spoke at the luncheon, LEAA made sure every Legislator and 
guest in attendance received a copy o f the survey. In addition. LEAA officials explained 
wiry rank-and-file officers da not support gun control, and answered questions from 
legislators and the media.

LEAA Member Todd Pipkin (far left), a law enforcement offtcerwith the Alabama Depart­
ment of Conservation, discusses the Southern States PBA gun control survey with LEAA 
Executive Director Jim Fotis (center) and Spectrum Resources. Inc. President Scott Maddox 
prior to LEAA press conference on July 11 in Mobile, Alabama during the Southern Legislative 
Conference.

LEAA Executive Director Jim Fotis 
explains why law enforcement does not 
support restrictive gun control laws to 
CBS affiliate News Center Five reporter 
Kristen McFann at I FA A press confer­
ence in Mobile, Alabama on July 11 
during Southern legislative Conference.

Summer 1993 30 The LEAA Advocate



a n d  G u n  C o n t r o l  S u r v e y  R e s u l t s

a n d - F i l e  O f f i c e r s  D O  N O T  S u p p o r t  G u n  C o n t r o l

I n a comprehensive effort to find out how its nearly 11,000 law enforcement members really feel about gun and crime control. 
Southern States Police Benevolent Association became the nation's first major law enforcement croup to conduct a 
professional, scientitlc survey of its membership.
Soutnem States PflA has tradittonaily maintained a neutral position on gun control, but decided to poll its membership to 

resolve me controversy over claims by pressure groups on both sides of the issue as to the position of law enforcement.
'■’.Ve simply had enough cf every special interest group, including a number of national police organizations, claiming they 

spoke tor rank-and-file officers on the subject of gun control." said Southern Slates PBA President Jade Roberts. "The only way 
to know how law enforcement feels about gun control is to ask them. And that's exactly what we did. What our members told 
us may be quite an eye-opener for ome people, but it won't be to anyone who is in touch with street cops."

To ensure mat the survey would accurately reflect its members views, a professional research firm.-Spectnira Resources, 
Inc., of Tallahassee, Florida, was employed. “Our survey methodology was configured to preserve the objectivity of the Southern 
States PBA and to elicit accurate sentiments of the officers polled," Scott Maddox, president of the tirm, said.

The results found that law enforcement officers resoundingly reject gun control laws as effective measures in deterring violent 
crime, ano strongly support the nght of citizens to own firearms.

Editor's Note: The survey was conducted in June o f1993. Out o f 10,614 surveys mailed, 3,824 total responses were received, 
which is a response rate o f 36?o, Copies o f the entire analysis of the survey (nearly 100 pages) including chans, graphs, cross 
tabulations, eic., are amiable from either LEAA or Southern States PBA. To obtain a copy, write to either organization and 
enclose a note requesting tne survey with your name and address and include a S5.00 check to cover printing and postage. LEAA's 
address is on the table o f consents page.

1) In general what do you mink is the most pressing cause o f 2aj How effective has the U.S. Congress been in dealing wish
violent crime in '.lie

No. of

United Stales today? violent crime? Has Congress been very effeesivt, somewhat ef­
fective, only minimally effective, or not effective as all in deal­
ing wish violent crime?

P»cn 2ZI----- 3812 99.77c Totals
3641 95.2% TOTALS 3 0.1 Very Effective
1657' 45.0 Drugs 246 5.6 Somewhat Effective
2S6 10.? Family Values/ Decline Of Firmly 1796 47.1 Only Minimally Effective
151 ± i Courts. Inadequate Sentencing 175 1 45.9 Not Effective At All
370 10.2 Early Release/ Lack Of Punishment 48 1.3 Not Sure
39 1.1 Alcohol
62 1.7 Punishment Does Not Fit The Crime 2b) Please indicate which o f I he following options would be
139 3.3 Breakdown Of Criminal Justice System least effective in reducing violent crime? (pick only one option)
35 1.0 Lack Of Education/ Ignorance 3798 99.37: Totals
33 1.0 Federal Judges/ Politicians 435 l l i  Stop Early Releise
51 1.4 Television 230 6.1 The Death Penalty
72 2.0 Crack Cocaine 188 4.9 More Police On The Street*
30 2 n Lack Of Religion/ Attention To God 226 6.0 Tougher Judge* And Sentence!
23 0.8 Mon -.y 2481 65.3 Stricter Gun Control (jws
31 0.9 Youthful Offenders 238 6.3 Not Sure
21 0.6 Racial/Ethnic Problems
40 1.1 Guns/Firearms 3a) There should be an immediate criminal background check
117 3.2 No Fear Of Being Caught Or Punished on handgun purchases right as the gun shop.
156 4.3 Unemployment/ U.S.. Economy 3813 99.8% Totals
54 1.5 UbenJism/ Criminal Rights Favored 1813 47.5 Strongly Agree
134 3.7 Other 1330 34.8 Agree.

448 11.7 Disagree
141 3.7 Strongly Disagree
86 2.3 Not Sure

continued ori page 32
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S o u t h e r n  S t a t e s  P B A  C r i m e  C o n t r o l  a n d  G u n  C o n t r o l  S u r v e y  R e s u l t s  
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  3 1

3b) Oilier than for police and military, ail guns should be aut-
lowed-
2320 99.9% Totals
69 1.8 Strongly Agree
64 1.7 Agree
1069 38.0 Disagree
2591 67.8 Strongly Disagree
27 0.7 Not Sure

3c) The entire crmunai justice system needs major reform.
3821 99.9% Totals

'2283 59.7 Strongiy Agree
.138 29.8 Agree
313 3.2 Disagree
25 0.7 Strongly Disagree
62 1.6 Not Sure

3d) The U.S. Constitution guarantees every Law-abiding citizen 
the right to own a gun
2820 99.9% Totals
2249 58.9 Strongly Agree
1190 31.2 Agree
■inn 5.S Disagree
'94 2.5 Strongly Disagree
65 1.7 Not Sure

3e) Peopie should have the nght to own a g un forse'.f-protec-
non
3819 99.9% Totals
2540 66.5 Strongly Agree
1140 29.9 Agree
91 2.4 Disagree
19 0.5 Strongly Disagree
29 0.8 Not Sure

if) A waning period to purchase handguns will only affect Law- 
abiding citizens — criminals wiil still be able to obtain hand­
guns illetallv whenever they want.
3798— 1.. ..  . ‘>9.3% .. Total*.___
2201 59.5 Strongly Agree
1024 27.0 Agree
382 10.1 Disagree
92 2.4 Strongly Disagree
29 1.0 Not Sure

3g) The Federal government should take legal action to curb 
the amount o f violence on television •
3818 99.8% Totals
962 2S2 Strongly Agree
1468 38.4 Agree
939 24.6 Disagree
224 5.9 Strongly Disagree
225 5.9 Not Sure

3h)A Federal law should be passed allowing qualified law en­
forcement officers to carry a concealed firearm anywhere in the 
United States.
3814 99.7% Totals
2852 74.8 Strongly Agree
742 19.5 Agree
129 3.4 Disagree
27 0.7 Strongly Disagree
64 1.7 Not Sure

Ji) Based on mv own experience, if the lows on handgun owner­
ship were stricter than they are now, the overall number o f vio­
lent crimes would be reduced.
3317 59.3% Totals
284 7.4 Strongly Agree
653 17.1 Agree
1380 36.2 Disagree
1324 34.7 Strongly Disagree
176 4.6 Not Sure

3j) A gun ls not an assault weapon if it fires only one bullet each 
lime the trigger is pulled.
3807 99.6% Totil*
893 23.5 Strongly Agree
981 25.8 Agree
1039 27.3 Disagree
734 19.3 Strongly Disagree
t \ 4.2 Not Sure

4 )dll things considered, which erf the following two options 
wouii you pre j'er-a  bill requiring a five-day wasting period on 
the purchase o f handguns, or a bill requiring an iminediate 
criminm background check as the time o f \h t sale?
3811 99.7% Total*
881 23.1 Waiting Period
2430 63.8 Initant Cheeic
213 5.6 Neither
80 11 No Opinion/Not Sure
207 5.4 Both

5) Aside from your department-issued sidcarm, do you have 
guns o f any kind in your home?
3805 ' 99-5% Totals
3247 85.3 Yea
329 3,6 Refuse To Answer
229 6.0 No

6) How many years have you served in law enforcement? 
3818 99.3% -Totals
248 0.5 0-2 Years
311 212  2-5 Years
1015 26.6 5-10 Yean
1744 45.7 10 Year* or mare

7) Are you a sworn ornon-swom employee?
3806 99.5% Totals
3687 96.9 Sworn
119 3.1 Non-Swom

8) In general, do you serve in a rural or in an urban area?
3804 99.5% Totals
1237 32.5 Rural
2440 64.1 Urban
127 3.3 Mixed Urban/Runi
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THE RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR AR M S
ronnnutri frum pa%e 29
t,000.000 times a year according to a 
report from Morgan 0. Reynolds, Uni­
versity of Texas, "Crime in Texas '. 
Violent crime strikes a Texan every '22 
seconds. Are our 45,000 Texas peace 
officers going to stop Uiat? Not hardly. 
How many Texans are you willing to 
allow to be victimized lo prevcncCC W?

Texas C C W  will prohibit those 
with class B arrests and include Disor­
derly Conduct and Public Lewdness as 
disqualifies. It will be valid for only 
two years as opposed to four and will 
require 15 hours of mining. The back­
ground check will be conducted by DPS 
who will require SI30.00 non-refund- 
able fee, who will then contact the local 
agency for input. Applicants must be 
registered voters, which by itself elimi­
nates a lot of folks.

Do Police Officers really under­
stand this bill? Most of them who dis­
agree believe it is a blanket cany bill, 
but when it is explained to them, they 
tend to change positions. More Police 
Officers than you think support this bill. 
Texas Municipal Police Officers Asso­
ciation and Texas Slate Troopers Asso­
ciation have publicly supported it. 
Police Ma%avjve polled its readers and 
as reported in their January 1993 issue, 
more than 85% support concealed cany.

This is why LEAA and I support 
CCW. You know, when T think of 
CCW, I stop to think about those law- 
abiding citizens who will back me up 
when the stuff gets deep. My Depart­
ment just recently awarded seven civil­
ians for coming to the aid of a police 
officer. There are many citizens who 
will help out a cop in a jam, more than 
we think. Some of them may be Rambo 
or John Wayne, but did you know that 
in Florida after they enacted their C C W  
that they have had 16 total arrests for 
weapons violations over a three year 
period-- and one of those was ror a lady 
who carried her pistol into a library!

The supposition has not happened. 
The media hype has not occurred. C C W  
will probably not increase the number of 
weapons already on the street that much. 
Those who are predisposed to carry are 
already canying. Those who aren’t, 
won’t. Besides, we should be treating

The LEAA Advocate

everyone we deal with as if they were 
armed. In every contact we make there 
is a gun involved, our own.

Also in considering this issue you 
might ask yourself these three questions 
that 1 now ask other officers who re­
spond negatively to CCW.
1. Does your wife carry?
2. Will you carry when you retire?
3. Do you know someone, who is not a 
police officer thatis carrying a handgun, 
that you as a police officer have done 
nothing about?

If you answer any of these ques­
tions with a yes, then you should support 
CCW!

If you have any questions or a 
meats please feel free to contact mi 
borne by phone or mail. I am usur 
available during the evenings. Also 
me solicit an invitation to address y! 
area POA, FOP lodge or similar orga 
zation. I think I could find my way 
Ector County, Midland-Odessa.

Sincerely,
John Chapman

■ ■■Professional 
...Responsible 

...Confident 
...Prepared 

All The lime.
You’re off duty but 

the job is never done.
When yon left die sooon, you didn't 

leave the job behind. You or* • 
professional, confident and ready to a n y  

oct your rerponnbilitea whenever it is 
demanded of you—on duty or o il 
Aa a professional, you demand the 
best of your equipment. You hare 

co be confident in its ability 
co perform mythne 
ir’tnetded.TJur’i  

why it is impotent to 
make the ri$hr choice 

in the handgun you cmy 
off duty or u  a backup. I 
St Wesson's full line of ' 

and small frame rerofetn  ' 
law enmrctmem professionals ”  

cfie'eonfidence needed to turn their 
resnonslcrilid tsar anytime. 

See your Smith & Wesson authorized dealer 
or a ll ux today at 1-800-131-0852, ere 3953.

Confidence.—Sm iA  k  Wesson.
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. *
TAKING A STAND

Gun control can creep up on a ll A laskans i f  they’re not vig ilan t
It doesn’t matter if you are 

male, female, white, black or Na­
tive '—  civil rights are important 
to'all Alaskans. Because of this, I 
would encourage you to defend of 
our most cherished and funda- 

■ mental rights; the right to keep 
and bear arms.

This right could be jeopardized 
by the vague wording in the Alas­
ka State Constitution. It states:

■'A well-regulated militia being 
necessary to the security of a free 
state, the right of the people to 
bear arms shall not be infringed." 

i '- This article only says the peo­
ple can bear arms, but makes no 
provision for keeping them. Be­
cause this language is so poorly 
written, the courts could interpret 
it to mean the people only have 
- the right to bear arms while serv­
ing in the military reserve or na- 
' tibnai guard.
j- 1 The Alaska attorney general’s 
office confirmed our worst fears in 
. a letter to Sen. Pat Rodey dated 
April 13, 1983. According co As­
sistant Attorney General Joseph 
Geldhof, “the modern judicial 
• view has increasingly found that 
thfe guaranteed right to keep and 
. bear arms is not an individually 
protected right, but rather a col­
lective right which allows the peo- 
; pie of the various states to serve

Gary Hammond
in a militia."

Because of this legal opinion, 
Sen. Rodey has tried to restore 
your rights for nine years. His 
resolution would clarify and reaf­
firm our commitment to the indi­
vidual's right to keep and bear 
arms. It states:

“The individual right to keep 
and bear arms shall not be de­
nied or infringed by the .state or a 
political subdivision of the state."

The Senate was committed to 
restoring this right, so it passed 
the resolution without change. 
Since then, the anti-gun politi­
cians serving on the House State 
Affairs Committee have rewritten 
the measure. The new version 
states:

“A well-regulated militia being 
necessary to the security of a free 
state, the right of the people to 
keep and bear arms shall not be 
denied. The individual right to 
keep and bear arms shall not be 
unreasonably infringed by the 
state or a political subdivision of a 
state."

The word “unreasonably" is 
like a rubber band: It can be 
stretched to encompass any 
meaning the bureaucrats want.

this new language are: Chairman 
Kubina, (D) District 6; Rep. Cho- 
quette, (R) District 6 8-B; Rep. 
Greenberg, (D) District 11-B.

The only representative to 
stand up for your rights was Rep. 
Bruckman, (D) District 8-A.

The next obstacle in this fight 
is Rep. Dave Donley and his 
House Judiciary Committee. By 
inaction, Rep. Donley, (D) District 
11-A, oould let this resolution die 
in committee.

It is unfortunate these elected 
politicians do not believe in the in­
dividual right to keep and bear 
arms.

According to a recent article in 
the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 
the Hickel administration is also 
after your guns. Apparently, the

appointed lawyers at the attorney 
general's office have been leading 
the fight They claim the individ­
ual right to keep and bear arms 
would invalidate existing laws 
that prohibit criminals from own- 
ing^uns-------------

legal right to own a gun in Rhode
isLidr -

He replied with a resounding
3io." Chapter 1147 of the Rhode
Island Statutes explicitly “pro­
hibits mental incompetents.
drunkards, aliens and people who

Let’s look at the evidence. 1 have been convicted of a violent
The state oi Rhode Island has 

the most explicit constitutional 
provision regarding this right ft 
simply states: “the right of the

crime from possessing a firearm ”
_ Here’s the point. The Rhode Is­

land Legislature has enacted
many laws that prohibit crimi­

f people to keep and bear arms nals and other undesirable per­
/ shall not be infringed.''’ sons trom possessing tirearms. In

Dunng my recent conversation 
with Rhode Island Assistant At­
torney General Mike Stone. I

fart, Rhode Island has some of the
most restrictive gun laws in the

. country. J
asked this Question: “Has thp. Attorney Stone also said the
Rhode Island Constitution guar­ ngnt to keen and bear arms pro­
anteeing the right to keep and vision in the U.S. Constitution did
bear arms invalidated existing _ not invalidate federal firearms
gun laws or allowed criminals the laws. L V

The Gun Control Act of 1968 
explicitly prohibits "felons, fugi­
tives from justice, people addicted 
to controlled substances, the men­
tally defective,” and ochers from 
possessing firearms.___________

Despite overwhelming evi­
dence against their argument, the 
lawyers at the Alaska attorney 
general’s office continue theL as­
sault on your rights.

Let me conclude by saying 
this. Senate Joint Resolution 1, es 
introduced by Sen. Rodey, would 
preserve your right to keep and 
bear arms, but the anti-gun politi­
cians have compromised the mea­
sure by inserting bad language.

W e  cannot afford to take this 
right for granted any longer.

Instead, let us re-affirm out 
commitment to civil rights by 
sending a message to Rep. Donley 
and the House Judiciary Commit­
tee. Tell them time is running out 
and you want action.

Vote for SJRl as submitted by 
Sen. Rodey.

Gary Hammond is an accounting stu­
dent at Urwversity ot Alaska Fairbanks and 
president at the L1AF Potties CU>. Opinions 
expressed in Taking a Sand do not neces­
sary refec? tne eeSbnai position at The An- 
cnotage Tmes.



A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  N e w s  F o r u m  /  L e t t e r s

G un-con tro l p ro v id e s  p rim er on p o lit ic a l p h ilo so p h y
H ow  can one best  i l lu s­

t ra te ,  to an in q u ir in g  y o u th ,  
the d iffe rences  be tw een  con­
se rv a t iv e s  and  l ibe ra ls?  A b ­
s trac t  p rinc ip les  — bloodless 
ep hem era l  — d o n 't  m a k e  a 
s trong  im press ion .  I t 's  best, 
perhaps ,  to use a s ing le  issue 
as an ex am p le  — po litica l  
ph ilo sophy  by m e tap h o r ,  so 
to speak .

As Congress and  the C lin ­
tons p re p a re  th e i r  n ex t  as­
s a u l t  o n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
p eop le’s r igh t to keep  and  
bea r  a rm s ,  le t 's  t ry  gun con­
trol as o u r  p r im er .

L ib e r a l s  a r e  s t a t i s t s  — 
c o l l e c t i v i s t s  w h o  b e l i e v e  
g o v e rn m en t control is the 
so lu tion  to so c ie ty ’s ills. A re  
people shoo ting  each  other? 
The l ib e ra l ’s a n s w e r  is for 
governm en t to t a k e  all  the 
guns  a w a y .  C o n s e rv a t iv e s  
are  in d iv id u a lis ts :  th ey  re­
sent and  res is t  the collective 
(the s ta te )  cu r ta i l in g  th e i r  
l ib e r ty .  T a k e  g u n s  a w a y  
from v io len t  c r im in a ls  — not 
from me, they  say.

L ibera ls  a re  e li t is ts ;  they  
d o n ’t t r u s t  co m m o n  fo lk

F R IT Z  
P E T T Y JO H N

w ith  the p o w e r  th a t  comes 
w ith  control of a d ead ly  
w eapon. C onserva tives  a re  
popu lis ts  w ho have  fa i th  in 
average  A m ericans and  th e i r  
ab i l i ty  to hand le  f irearm s.

L ibera ls  a re  Utopians; if 
p rope rly  m anaged  and con­
tro lled , society, and  m a n ­
k ind .  can ap p ro ach  peifec- 
tion. Thus, if you m a k e  a 
law ag a in s t  guns and  h ire  a 
lot of police, peop le  w o n 't  
shoot each o th e r  any  more! 
C onserva tives  a re  realists ;

they know  there  will a lw ays 
be cr im inals  (who are  by 
d e f in i t io n  sco f f law s)  who 
will m anage  to a rm  th em ­
selves. D isarm ing  the law 
ab id ing  will oniy  em bolden 
the lawless.

L ib e ra l s  a r e  fa n ta s is t s ;  
they are  in fa tu a te d  with  ges­
tures. No one ser iously  be­
lieves en ac tm en t of the B ra­
dy Bill, w i th  its five-day 
w a it ing  period, w ill have 
any  real im pact on vio lent 
cr im e in Am erica. But, to 
liberals , it w as im p o r tan t  to 
do som eth ing , if  fo r  no o ther  
reason th an  to m ak e  oneself 
feel good and  d em ons tra te  
th a t  one rea l ly  rea l ly  cares. 
C o n s e r v a t iv e s  b e l i e v e  in 
s u b s ta n c e ,  n o t  sy m b o l ism .  
To them , dea ling  w ith  crime 
m eans p u t t in g  cr im inals  be­
h ind  bars  and  keeping  them 
there.

L iberals  a re  inclined to a 
ce rta in  da in tiness ,  o r  a kind 
of fecklessness w hen con­
fronted  w ith  thi. b ru ta l i ty  of 
th u g s .  T h e  coi a b u l a r y ,  
d o n ’t you know , is em ployed

to deal w ith  such th ings. It 
is not a citizen's place to 
have to d irty  one 's  linen in 
tak in g  on cr im inals  oneseif. 
C o n s e rv a t iv e s  b e l i e v e  in 
se lf- re l ian ce .  If c o n f ro n te d  
by an assa ilan t,  they p re fe r  
a .357 to 911.

L iberals  are  tren d y ,  and 
n a tu ra l ly  a t trac ted  to fads. 
Gun ow nersh ip  is so passe. 
Gun control is so m o d em . 
C onserva tives  are t r a d i t io n ­
alists. Two hundred  and  18 
years ago the Shot H eard  
Round the World — p rec ip i­
ta t in g  the  War of Indepen­
dence — was fired because 
the B rits  tried to confiscate  
a colonial a rm ory . If k ee p ­
ing and bearing  a rm s  w as 
good enough for o u r  F o u n ­
d in g  F a t h e r s ,  i t ’s good  
enough for us.

To libera ls ,  the fo u n d a ­
tion of A m erican l ib e r ty  — 
the  Consti tu tion  of the U n i t ­
ed S ta tes  — doesn’t n ecessar­
ily m ean w hat it ac tu a l ly  
says. They  argue th a t  as ou r  
society evolves, the  C onsti­
tu tion  l ikew ise  changes w ith  
the times. Judges and  law ­

yers, t r a in e d  a t elite  law  
schools, d e te rm in e  the pace 
and d irec t io n  of the evo lu ­
tion of in te rp re ta t io n .  Con­
s e rv a t iv e s  honor the C onsti­
tu tion ,  and  every w ord  of it, 
above all  docum ents, save 
one. T h e  fram ers  knew  p re ­
cisely w h a t  they w ere  doing 
when th ey  w ro te  it. and  it 
l i te ra l ly  m eans w ha t  it  says. 
The recognition , in the Sec­
ond A m en d m en t,  th a t  the 
peop le 's  r igh t  to b ea r  a rm s  
them se lves  shall not be in­
fr inged upon is, and  a lw ay s  
shall  be. the  h ighest law  of 
the land .

L ib e ra ls  today  are the es­
t a b l i s h m e n t  in this country', 
the p o w e rs  th a t  be. the elites  
w h o  c o n t r o l  m o s t  m a j o r  
A m erican  in s t i tu t io n s .  In the 
u n iv e rs i t ie s ,  the m ajo r  new s­
p ape rs  an d  m agazines, the 
te lev is ion  ne tw orks ,  the  film 
and reco rd ing  industr ies ,  the 
C o n g re s s ,  g o v e r n m e n t  b u ­
reaucracies ,  the law  schools, 
the m ain -l ine  churches, ch a r­
i tab le  founda tions ,  in p u b ­
lishing an d  ad v e r t is in g  — in 
all th ese  and  m an y  m ore

positions of influence, l iber­
als d o m in a te  A m erican  soci­
ety. T hey  l ike  th e ir  power, 
and despise any  th rea t  to it. 
h o w e v e r  re m o te .  A w ell-  
arm ed c it izenry  contains the 
possib ility  of posing such a 
threat.

C onserva tives  are, a t least 
po ten tia l ly ,  revo lu tionaries .  
They tak e  to h ea r t  the a d ­
m onishm ents  of the g randes t  
docum ent of them  all — the 
D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n ­
dence. T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n ’s 
ch a rg e  to  th e  g e n e ra t io n s  
who succeeded h im  — th a t  it 
is not only th e i r  right, bu t 
the ir  du ty ,  to th row  off des­
potism  — is tak en  quite  s e r i ­
ously by A m erican  conserva­
tives. If and  w hen  th a t  t im e 
ever comes, they w ant to be 
armed.

□  Fritz Pettyjohn, an Anchor­
age lawyer, served in both the 
Alaska state Senate and the 
Alaska House of Repr«>*»nta- 
tives.

D iffe ren ce o f o p in io n
In the  slick insert  from A rc tic  P o w er  tha t  

ap peared  in the  F a i rb a n k s  N ew s-M iner las t  
week, fo rm er  K a k to v ik  M ayor H e rm an  Ais- 
hanna is quo ted  as  say ing ,  “The people  of 
K a k to v ik  . . .  a re  in su lted  w hen  peop le  t ry  
to tell us th is  (the coasta l  p la in  of the A rctic 
Refuge) shou ld  be a w ild ern ess  area ,  as if 
we d o n ’t ex is t  and  hav e  no righ ts  to live, 
h u n t  an d  w o rk  he re ."

Mr. A ish an n a  shou ld  k n o w  bette r ,  and  I 
suspect m ay b e  he does.

The diffe rence be tw een  those  who w a n t  to

g rea t  b iological im portance .  Not un reason­
ably . the A rc tic  S lope Regional and  K a k to ­
v ik  In u p iaq  co rpo ra t ions  w ish  to pursue  
w h a t  they see as fu r th e r  economic develop­
m en t in th e i r  region. We u n d ers tan d  that, 
bu t  we also see th a t  oil deve lopm en t on 
s ta te  lands has  a l re ad y  b rough t  the N orth  
S lope  a s tro n g  economic base, including the 
h ighest p e r  cap ita  incom e in the U nited  
S ta tes ,  and  a very  large t ru s t  fund. In th a t  
context,  o u r  con ten tion  th a t  the h ighest 
va lu e  of th is  one piece of A la s k a ’s coastline 
lies in its w ilderness  and  h ab i ta ts ,  and th a t  
it deserves p ro tec tion  as an in tact,  un ique

each one alive, and  y e t  w e send o u r  y oung  
who have never co m m itted  a c r im e to  a 
foreign country' to be k i l led  and to k i l l  o th e r  
young people who hav e  n ev e r  c o m m itte d  a 
cr im e e ither.  This c a n ’t be true, can it?

I wish H ow ard  W eaver w ould  d o n a te  his 
b ra in  to science . . .  soon.

— John J. C ow dery
Wake up be fo re i t ’ s to o la te

I find i t  ha rd  to believe how  much space 
you a l lo t ted  to tell us th e  tobacco execu tives  
believe th a t  th e ir  p ro d u c t  is not h a rm f u l  on 
Dec. 7. And on the fron t page even! H ow

in a ta lk  show. Yes, a lo t  is sa id  a t  a PTA  
m eeting, how ever,  I d isagree  w ith  “ no po in t  
and you come to y o u r  ow n conclusion.” O ur 
ch ild ren 's  education  is re lian t  on a system  
th a t  has become politica l,  which  m ak es  it 
e v e  m ore  im p o r tan t  for p a ren ts ,  teachers, 
p r inc ipa ls  and  those concerned about the 
education  of o u r  ch ild ren  to a t ten d  these 
m eetings and  become involved.

W ithout C en tra l  Council PTA  meetings, 
and those involved  in them , we would not 
have  pos i t ive  p ro g ram s for o u r  ch ildren  
such as P O P S  (paren ts  on p layground), 
Child Watch. and an Farthminkp Disaster
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Alaska State Legislature
Stale Capitol 

Juneau, A K  99801-11X2

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  
‘ S J R  39 .

S JR  39: "Proposing an amendment to the Constitution o f the State o f Alaska 
relating to the individual right to keep and bear arms."

Article I o f Alaska's Constitution declares the rights o f Alaskans and each of 
the 23 sections is important in order to preserve our rights and civil 
liberties. The right to decide whether or not to own a firearm lies with each 
individual and most Alaskans believe this right to be protected in our State 
Constitution.

Article I, Section 19 of Alaska's Constitution reads: "A well-regulated 
militia being necessary to the security o f a free state, the right o f the people 
to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed."

A lthough this language is comm on and currently does guarantee the 
individual the right to keep and bear arms, many have challenged it and will 
continue to do so. The language is ambiguous enough, that several attempts 
have been made in past Legislatures to clarify the right o f the ind iv idua l 
citizen to own a firearm, whether it be for hunting, recreation, liberty, or 
for defense o f self, home, family or state.

There is no existing Alaska Supreme Court interpretation o f this language as 
either assurance or prohibition o f this right. There have, however, been 
numerous attempts to place restrictions on law-abiding citizens who own 
firearms, and the potential for unreasonable firearms restrictions is 
becom ing m ore likely.

Thus, the Senate Committee, on State Affairs, supported by eleven Senators, 
has introduced Senate Joint Resolution 39, which would place the issue o f the 
right o f the individual to keep and bear arms before the voters in the 1994 
general election. This resolution would place the issue before the voters, so 
Alaskans can decide the issue.

Official business

SPONSOR STATEMENT



Sponsor Statement - S JR  39 
Senate Comm ittee on State Affairs 
Page 2

The passage-of this amendment will not abrogate the laws o f the state 
restricting access o f firearms by felons, juveniles, or the mentally 
incompetent. A lthough citizens have the constitutional right to free speech, 
they do not have the right to cry "fire" in a crowded theatre; they do not 
have the right to joke about hijacking an aircraft within earshot of airline 
security. W hen formulating public policy, it is necessary to balance the 
rights o f the individual with the authority given to the state by its citizenry 
to protect the public. I believe this amendment will better ensure this 
balance in the future.

It is imperative that the state retain its authority to protect the safety o f its 
citizens. It is neither my intent, nor my desire to interfere with the state's 
ability to reasonably protect the public from the misuse or inappropriate use 
o f firearms. But, the individual right o f Alaskans to own firearms for legal 
purposes should not be left open to potential unreasonable government 
intrusion, the potential erosion o f that constitutional right, nor to uncertain 
court interpretation.

The Municipality o f Anchorage recently passed a resolution endorsing the 
individual right to keep and bear arms constitutional amendment and 
resolutions are currently pending in Fairbanks and several other boroughs 
and cities throughout Alaska.



: i • - S i l l  S h e f f ie ld ,  G o v e r n o r

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A W
POUCH K -  STA TE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 
PHONE: 19071 -165-3600

A p r i l  13, 1983
R e d a n e d  7/ 1 / 8 3  for p r i n t i n g  p u r p o s e s

The  H o n o r a b l e  P a n  R o d e y  
Se n a t o r
A l a s k a  Scare L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

The H o n o r a b l e  C h a r l i e  B u s s e l l  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Alaska State L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

R e : H a n d g u n  Ban
Our file No.: 366--d̂ 4-33

Dear S e n a t o r  R o d e y  a n d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Bussell:

Y o u  h a v e  a s k e d  this o f f i c e  w h e t h e r  a landlord, t h r o u g h  
a leasehold a g r e e m e n t ,  m a y  p r o h i b i t  a t e n a n t  f r o m  p o s s e s s i n g  
handguns. W e  c o n c l u d e  that in c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a l a n d l o r d  
m a y  r e s t r i c t  or p r o h i b i t  the u s e  a n d / o r  p o s s e s s i o n  of handguns on 
property w h i c h  is l e a s e d  to a n o t h e r  individual.

O u r  i n i t i a l  i n q u i r y  r e g a r d i n g  this m a t t e r  c o m m e n c e d
with a r e v i e w  of r e l e v a n t  A.laskan C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  provisions. The 
Alaska C o n s t i t u t i o n  d i r e c t l y  a d d r e s s e s  a c i t i z e n s  a b i l i t y  to bear 
arms at .Article I, S e c t i o n  19 w h i c h  states:

A  w e l l - r e g u l a t e d  m i l i t i a  b e i n g  n e c e s s a r y  to the 
s e c u r i t y  of a f r e e  state, the r i g h t  of the peopie 
to k e e p  a n d  b e a r  arms shall not be infringed.

T h e  l a n g u a g e  e m b o d i e d  in A l a s k a ' s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  p e r t a i n ­
ing to arms is v i r t u a l l y  ident i c a l ,  save for two changes in p u n c ­
tuation, to l a n g u a g e  f o u n d  in A r t i c l e  II of the United States 
C onstitution. A r t i c l e  II of the U n i t e a  St a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  was
p r o p o s e d  by the C o n g r e s s  o n  S e p t e m b e r  25, 1789 a n d  became the law 
of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o n  D e c e m b e r  15, 1791. Du r i n g  the one
hundred and n i n e t y  two y e a r s  since a d o p t i o n  cf the Se c o n d  
.Amendment to the U n i t e d  St a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  the tw e n t y - f o u r  
years since the A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  has b e e n  in effect, n u m e r o u s  
court cases h a v e  i n t e r p r e t e d  the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  language w h i c h  
establishes the r i g h t  to b e a r  arms.

S L H
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
LETTER 4 / 1 3 / 8 3
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We not e  the p e r i o d  since the a d o p t i o n  of the Sec o n d  
Amendment has w i t n e s s e d  an e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  i s s u a n c e  of opinions 
from the j u d i c i a r y  of the v a r i o u s  states a n d  the fede r a l  courts 
w h i c h  place limits on an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  a b i l i t y  to b e a r  arms. Some 
commentators h a v e  t h e o r i z e d  that che l e g i s l a t i v e  and j u d i c i a l  
limitations i n c r e a s e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  with* che a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 
i nexpensive surplus w e a p o n s  f o l l o w i n g  che A m e r i c a n  C i v i l  War. 1/ 
Ac cording to this theory, the i n c r e a s e  in r e s t r i c t i v e  gun cont r o l  
measures an d  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  j u d i c i a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  was 
asso c i a t e d  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  a c q u i s i t i o n  of f i r e a r m s  by r e c e n t l y  
e m a n c i p a t e d  B lack A m e r i c a n s  and i m m i g r a n t s  c o u p l e d  w i t h  the 
increased a v a i l a b i l i t y  of f i r e a r m s  in the pos t  C i v i l  War 
industrial America. Th e  right of 'bearing arms' is not a right 
granted by the C o n s t i t u t i o n  n o r  is it in a n y  m a n n e r  dep e n d a n t  
UDon that i n s t r u m e n t  for its exist e n c e .  U.S. v. Cruiks h a n k ,  92 
U.S. 553 (B.C.La. 1875).

f T h e ] purpose of this a m endment, g u a r a n t e e i n g  that 
che righc of the p e o p l e  to keep and b e a r  arms, was 
co p r e s e r v e  the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  an d  a s s u r e  the c o n ­
t i n u a t i o n  of the state militia. U . S. v. O a k e s . 
564 F.2d, cert, d e n i e d  98 S.Ct. l49o (C.A.. Kan,

/ / ; .

* T h e  m o d e m indicia i v i e w  has x n c r e a s i n s l v  r o u n d  that j
che g u a r a n t e e d  rishc to -ceeo an a  bea r  arms is n o t  an ■> n d x v x d u a i i y  /|
p r otectee rxsnt. out r a t h e r a c o i l e c t x v e  r x s h t  w h x c h  allows tne
oeooie or the various SLauSS to serve xn a m x l i t x a ./ The c o n c e m - - = ^

0 -------  j or states rnterorets
che c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l a n g u a g e  as p o s i n g  no l i m i t a t i o n s  on the 
legislature's power, to r e g u l a t e  che o w n e r s h i p  o r  c o n t r o l  of f i r e ­
arms. W h a t e v e r  the scope of a n y  c o m m o n - l a w  o r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
righc to b e a r  a r m s , ’it- is no t  a b s o l u t e  and does n o t  g u a r a n t e e  co 
individuals the righc co c a r r y  w e a p o n s  a b r o a d  at all times an d  in 
all circumstances. A p p l i c a t ion of .Atkinson, 291 N . W . 2 d  396 
(Minn. 1980). By a n a l o g y  cneh, a landlord, coo, c o u l d  r e s t r i c t

1/ Kates, Do n  3. R e s t r i c t i n g  Handguns, N o r t h  R i v e r  Press, oases 
7-30 (1979) ---------------------------
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the p o s s e s s i o n  of h a n d g u n s  on p r o p e r t y  he or she owns a n d  leases. 
If the State ca n  r e s t r i c t  arms w i t h o u t  r u n n i n g  afoul of c o n s t i t u ­
tional p r o v i s i o n s ,  an i n d i v i d u a l  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  has s i m i l a r  
a b i l i t i e s .

It is c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  a landlord's ban on h a n d g u n  
o w n e r s h i p  c o u l d  be c h a l l e n g e d  u n d e r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  d o c t r i n e s  
w h i c h  a f f o r d  a r i g h t  of p r i vacy. T h e  U n i t e d  States C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  
w h i l e  not c o n t a i n i n g  a n  e x p r e s s  p r o v i s i o n  g u a r a n t e e i n g  p r i v a c y  
has bee n  i n t e r p r e t e d  to a f f o r d  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  cert a i n  p r o t e c t i o n s ,  
Cf. G r i s w o l d  v. C o n n e c t i c u t , 381 U.S. 479 (1965). "The C o n s t i t u ­
tion extends s p e c i a l  s a r e g u a r d s  to the p r i v a c y  of the heme, i n ­
c lud i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  m i g h t  b e  p r o h i b i t e d  in o cher c o n t e x t s . "  
Cf. U.S. v. O r i t o , 413 U.S. 137, 142 (1973).

W h i l e  it is u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a court w o u l d  find that an 
individuals r i g h t  to poss e s s  a r m s  (for exam p l e  a gun c o l l e c t i o n )  
is p r o t e c t e d  b y  the p r i v a c y  s h i e l d  of the U.S. C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  the 
a r g u m e n t  c o u l d  be m a i n t a i n e d .  W e  are u n a w a r e  of this a r g u m e n t  
b e i n g  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a s s e r t e d  in a n y  a n g l o - a m e r i c a n  j u r i s d i c t i o n .

A  m o r e  li k e l y  so u r c e  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  u nder the r i g h c  to 
p r i v a c y  d o c t r i n e  m a y  be a f f o r d e d  by che A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  at 
A r t i c l e  I, S e c t i o n  22 w h i c h  s t a t e s  chac:

Th e  r i g h t  of the p e o p l e  co p r i v a c y  shall not be
i nfri n g e d .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  shall implement this
section.

T h e  A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  has e x p l i c i t l y  st a t e d  chat the r i g h t  of 
p r i v a c y  g u a r a n t e e d  to A l a s k a n s  is b r o a d e r  in scope t h a n  that 
g u a r a n t e e d  b y  che f e d e r a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  Woods & Rohde. Inc.. v. 
S t a t e , 565 P . 2 d  138 (1977). E v e n  so, the m e a n i n g  of p r i v a c y  o f  
n e c e s s i t y  m u s t  v a r y  d e p e n d i n g  o n  the fact u a l  context a n d  the 
o f t e n  c o m p e l l i n g  i n t e r e s t s  of s o c i e t y  a n d  the individual. S t a t e  
v. G l a s s , 583 P. 2d 3 7.9 (1978'). T h e  test for what i n t e r e s t !  are 
p r o t e c t e d  u n d e r  A l a s k a ' s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  right co p r i v a c y  are, 
first, w h e t h e r  a p e r s o n  has e x h i b i t e d  an actual (sub j e c t i v e )  
e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  p r i v a c y  and, seco n d ,  that the e x p e c t a t i o n  be o n e  
that s o c i e t y  is p r e p a r e d  to r e c o g n i z e  as "reasonable". H i l b e r s  
v. M u n i c i p a l i t y  of A n c h o r a g e , 611 P . 2d 31 (1980).

T h e  q u e s t i o n  of h a n d g u n  o w n e r s h i p  in Alaska an d  w h e t h e r  
such o w n e r s h i p  is " r e a s o n a b l e "  in the cont e x t  of a l a n d l o r d  
tenant r e l a t i o n s h i p  is ope n  ended. P r o b a b l y  the " e x p e c t a t i o n "  
and r e a s o n a b l e n e s s  of g u n  o w n e r s h i p  in A l a s k a  is d i f f e r e n t  than 
the r e a s o n a b l e n e s s  of g u n  o w n e r s h i p  in m any o ther j u r i s d i c t i o n s  
w h e r e  actual f i r e a r m  o w n e r s h i p  a n d  use is reduced. In any event,
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ab s e n t  s p e c i f i c  l a n g u a g e  u n d e r  the A l a s k a  U n i f o r m  R e s i d e n t i a l  
L a n d l o r d  a n d  T e n a n t  Act, AS 3 4 . 0 3 . 0 1 0  et sea., or o t h e r  r e l e v a n t  
A l a s k a  law, p r o h i b i t i n g  i n c l u s i o n  of p r o v i s i o n s  in a l e a s e h o l d  
agreement, we beli e v e  a l a n d l o r d  can p r o p e r l y  r e s t r i c t  the terms 
of the tenancy. 21 In ail p r o b a b i l i t y ,  u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  .Alaska 
law, a l a n d l o r d  can r e s t r i c t  p o s s e s s i o n  of h a n d g u n s  for tenants 
in a m a n n e r  not unl i k e  a land l o r d ' s  a b i l i t y  to p r o h i b i t  tenants 
f r o m  p o s s e s s i n g  dogs, o p e r a t i n g  b u s i n e s s e s  in a r e s i d e n t i a l  
l e a s e h o l d  or o p e r a t i n g  o b n o x i o u s  stereo equipment.

W h i l e  a l a n d l o r d  wil l  p r o b a b l y  be able to impose a r e ­
s t r i c t i o n  p r o h i b i t i n g  f u t u r e  tenants f r o m  p o s s e s s i n g  handguns, an 
a c r o s s - t h e - b o a r d  ban a p p l i c a b l e  to tenants w i t h  e x i s t i n g  
l e a s e h o l d  a g r e e m e n t s  m a y  be invalid. U n d e r  c l a s s i c  c o n t r a c t  
p rinciples, n e i t h e r  p a r t y  to an a g r e e m e n t  m a y  s u p e r i m p o s e  an 
a d d i t i o n a l  ter m  on a v a l i d  c o n t r a c t  w i t h o u t  che c o n s e n t  of e a c h  
pa r t y  to the contract. C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a l a n d l o r d  m a y  not p r o h i b i t
h a n d g u n  p o s s e s s i o n  a m o n g  tenants d u r i n g  che p e n d e n c y  o f  an
ex i s t i n g  lease. C onversely, w h e r e  a l a n d l o r d  and tenant a g r e e  to 
a lease a g r e e m e n t  w h i c h  conta i n s  a r e s t r i c t i o n  b a n n i n g  h a n d g u n s ,  
r e m e d i a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n  i n t e r p r e t i n g '  A l a s k a ' s  r i g h t  to 
p r i v a c y  law co p e r m i t  such p o s s e s s i o n  p r o b a b l y  w o u l d  net 
i n v a l i d a t e  e x i s t i n g  p r o h i b i t i o n s .

Finally, c o n c e r n  was e x p r e s s e d  r e g a r d i n g  che s t a t e ' s  
lia b i l i t y  w i t h  respect to l a n d l o r d / t e n a n t  a g r e e m e n t s  w h i c h  oro- 
h i b i t  h a n d g u n  own e r s h i p  in b u i l d i n g s  l o c a t e d  on p r o p e r t y  o w n e d  by 
the State. This last p oint is c o n c e i v a b l y  p r o b l e m a t i c  if che 
land on w h i c h  the P a n o r a m i c  V i e w  A p a r t m e n t s  are l o c a t e d  is
cor. svea co che state as a r e s u l t  of the c u r r e n t  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  
trans f e r  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  .Attached is a c o p y  of a m e m o r a n d u m  by
A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  J a c k  M c G e e  w h i c h  deals w i t h  this 
subj e c c .

if

2/ passing, we n o t e  chat a l a n d l o r d  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h
u n j u s t i f i e d  g u n  play n e e d  not n e c e s s a r i l y  p r o h i b i t  g u n  owner s h i p .  
Other r e m e d i e s  exist f o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  tenants w i t h  a 
p r o p e n s i t y  to abuse gun o w nership. Cf. Osn e s s  v. D i m o n d  Estates. 
I n c . , 615 P . 2d 605 (1980), w h e r e  che l a n d l o r d  o b t a i n e e  a F o r c i b l e  
E ntry and D e t a i n e r  (F.E.D.) t h e r e b y  r e m o v i n g  a tenant that p r o v e d  
in capable of p r o p e r l y  h a n d l i n g  tirearms. ‘
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We trust this r e s p o n s e  answers y o u r  i n q u i r y . If you 
have any a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  let me know.

S i n c e r e l y ,

N O R M A N  C. C-ORSUCH

J W G :vrb

cc: N o r m a n  C. G o r s u c h
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l

A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L  A A ^

J o s e p h  W. Geld h o f  
Assistant. A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l

R o n a l d  W. L o r e n s e n  
D e p u t y  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l



TO: PORTIA BABCOCK
FROM: JANE WINEINGER, N R A  A L A S K A  G R A S S R O O T S
RE: STATE'S C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  P R O V I S I O N S  ( C U RRENT 1993)

A L A S K A  - "A W ELL R E G U L A T E D  M I L I T I A ,  BEING N E C E S S A R Y  TO THE S E C U R I T Y  OF A  FREE 
STATE, THE RIGHT OF T H E  P E O P L E  T O  K EEP AN D  B E A R  A R M S  S H A L L  N O T  BE I N F R I N G E D . "

ALABAMA - "THAT E V E R Y  C I T I Z E N  HA S  A R I G H T  TO B E A R  A R M S  IN D E F E N S E  O F  H I M S E L F  AND 
THE S T A T E ."

ARIZONA - "THE R I G H T  O F  T H E  I N D I V I D U A L  C I T I Z E N  TO B E A R  A R M S  IN D E F E N S E  OF H I M S E L F  
O R  THE STATE SHALL N O T  BE IM P A I R E D ,  B U T  N O T H I N G  IN T HIS S E C T I O N  S H A L L  BE C O N S T R U E D  
AS AUTHORIZING I N D I V I D U A L S  O R  C O R P O R A T I O N S  TO O R G A N I Z E ,  MAI N T A I N ,  O R  E M P L O Y  A N  
ARMED BODY 0? M E N .“

ARKANSAS - "THE C I T I Z E N S  OF T H I S  S T A T E  S H A L L  H A V E  T H E  R I G H T  TO K E E P  A N D  B E A R  ARM S  
FOR T H E I R  COMMON D E F E N S E . "

C A L I F O R N I A  - NONE

COLORADO - "THE R I G H T  O F  NO P E R S O N  TO KEEP A N D  B E A R  A R M S  IN D E F E N S E  OF HIS HOME, 
PERSON AND PROPE R T Y  O R  IN A I D  OF TH E  C I V I L  P O W E R  W H E N  T H E R E T O  L E G A L L Y  SUMMONED, 
SHALL BE CALLED IN QUESTION; B U T  N O T H I N G  H E R E I N  C O N T A I N E D  S H A L L  BE C O N S T R U E D  TO 
JUSTIFY THE PRACTICE O F  C A R R Y I N G  C O N C E A L E D  W E A P O N S ."

CONNECTICUT - "EVERY C I T I Z E N  HAS A  R I G H T  TO B E A R  A R M S  IN D E F E N S E  OF H I M S E L F  A N D
THE STATE."

DELAWARE - "A PE R S O N  H A S  THE R I G H T  TO KESz A N D  B E A R  A RMS F O R  THE D E F E N S E  O F  SELF, 
FAMILY, HOME AND STATE, A N D  F O R  H U N T I N G  A N D  R E C R E A T I O N A L  USE."

FLORIDA - "(a) THE R I G H T  OF T H E  P E O P L E  TO K E E P  A N D  B E A R  ARM S  IN D E F E N S E  OF 
THEMSELVES AND OF THE L A W F U L  A U T H O R I T Y  OF THE S T A T E  S H A L L  N O T  BE INFRI N G E D ,  E X C E P T  
THAT THE MANNER OF B E A R I N G  A R M S  M A Y  BE R E G U L A T E D  BY LAW. (b) T H E R E  S H A L L  BE A 
MANDATORY PERIOD OF T H R E E  DAYS, E X C L U D I N G  W E E K E N D S  A N D  L E G A L  HOL I D A Y S ,  B E T W E E N  
THE PURCHASE AND D E L I V E R Y  A T  R E T A I L  O F  A N Y  H A N DGUN. F O R  THE P U R P O S E S  O F  THIS 
S E C T I O N , "PURCHASE" M E A N S  TH E  T R A N S F E R  OF M O N E Y  O R  O T H E R  V A L U A B L E  C O N S I D E R A T I O N  
TO THE RETAILER, AND "HANDGUN" M E A N S  A  F I R E A R M  C A P A B L E  OF B E I N G  C A R R I E D  A M D  U S E D
3Y ONE HAND, SUCH AS A  P I S T O L  O R  R E VOLVER. H O L D E R S  OF A  C O N C E A L E D  W E A P O N  P E R M I T
\S PRESCRIBED IN F L O R I D A  L A W  S H A L L  N O T  BE S U B J E C T  TO T H E  P R O V I S I O N S  O F  THIS 
PARAGRAPH, (c) THE L E G I S L A T U R E  S H A L L  E N A C T  L E G I S L A T I O N  I M P L E M E N T I N G  S U B S E C T I O N  (b) 
DF THIS SECTION, E F F E C T I V E  NO' L A T E R  T H A N  D E C E M B E R  31, 1991, W H I C H  S H A L L  P R O V I D E  
THAT ANYONE V I O L A T I N G  T H E  P R O V I S I O N S  OP- S U B S E C T I O N  (b) S H A L L  BE G U I L T Y  OF A  
F E L O N Y . (d) THIS R E S T R I C T I O N  S H A L L  N O T  A P P L Y  T O  A  T R A D E  IN OF A N O T H E R  H A NDGUN." 
THE LEGISLATURE OF THE S T A T E  OF F L O R I D A ,  IN A  D E C L A R A T I O N  OF P O L I C Y  I N C O R P O R A T E D  
IN ITS "WEAPONS A N D  F I R E A R M S "  S T A T U T E ,  R E C O G N I Z E S  T H E  L A W F U L  O W N E R S H I P ,  P O S S E S S I O N  
\ND USE OF FIREARMS F O R  THE D E F E N S E  OF "LIFE, H O M E  A N D  P R O P E R T v ’' A N D  F O R  U S E  IN 
TARGET PRACTICE, H U N T I N G  A N D  " O T H E R  L A W F U L  P U R P O S E S . "

GEORGIA - “THE RIGHT O F  T H E  P E O P L E  TO K EEP A N D  B E A R  A RMS S H A L L  N O T  BE INFRINGED, 
JUT THE GENERAL A S S E M B L Y  S H A L L  H A V E  P O W E R  TO P R E S C R I B E  THE M A N N E R  IN W H I C H  ARMS 
A Y  BE BORNE."

STATES' CONSTITUTIONAL 
PROVISIONS



HAWAII -  "A WELL REGULATED M I L I T I A  BEING NECESSA RY TO THE S E C U R IT Y  OF A FREE 
S T A T E , THE RIGHT OF THE PE O PL E  TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS SHALL NOT BE I N F R I N G E D ."

IDAHO -  "THE PEO PLE HAVE THE R IG H T  TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS, WHICH R IG H T  SHALL NOT 
BE A B R ID G E D ; BUT T H I S  P R O V IS IO N  SHALL NOT PREV EN T THE PA SSA G E OP LAWS TO GOVERN 
THE CARRYING OF WEAPONS CONCEALED ON THE P E R S O N , NOR PR E V E N T  PA SSA G E OF 
L E G IS L A T IO N  P R O V ID IN G  MINIMUM SENTENCES FOR C R IM E S COMMITTED W H IL E  I N  P O S S E S S IO N  
OF A F IR E A R M , NOR PREV EN T PASSAGE OF L E G I S L A T IO N  P R O V ID IN G  P E N A L T I E S  FO R  THE 
P O S S E S S IO N  OF F IR E A R M S  BY A CONVICTED FE L O N , NOR PREV EN T THE PA SSA G E OF 
L E G IS L A T IO N  P U N IS H IN G  THE USE OF A F IR E A R M . NO LAW SHALL IM P O S E  L IC E N S U R E , 
R E G IS T R A T IO N  OR S P E C IA L  TAXATION ON THE OW NERSHIP OR P O S S E S S I O N  O F F IR E A R M S OR 
AM M UNITION. NOR SHALL ANY LAW P E R M IT  THE C O N F IS C A T IO N  OF F IR E A R M S ,  E X C E P T  THOSE 
ACTUALLY USED IN  THE C O M M ISSIO N  OF A F E L O N Y ."

I L L I N O I S  -  "S U B JE C T  ONLY TO THE P O L IC E  POWER, THE R IG H T  OF THE I N D I V I D U A L  C I T I Z E N  
TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS SHALL NOT BE IN F R I N G E D ."

IN D IA N A  -  "THE P E O P L E  SHALL HAVE A R IG H T TO BEAR ARM S, FOR THE D EFEN SE OF 
THEMSELVES AND THE S T A T E " .

IOWA -  NONE

KANSAS -  "THE PE O PL E  HAVE THE R IG H T  TO BEAR ARMS FOR T H E I R  D E F E N S E  AND S E C U R IT Y ; 
BUT STANDING A R M IE S ,  I N  T IM E  OF P E A C E , ARE DANGEROUS TO L I B E R T Y ,  AND SHALL NOT BE 
TO LER A TED , AND THE M IL IT A R Y  SHALL BE IN  S T R I C T  SU B O R D IN A T IO N  TO THE C I V I L  PO W E R ."

KENTUCKY -  "ALL MEN ARE BY NATURE, FREE AND EQUA L, AND HAVE C E R T A IN  IN H E R E N T  AND 
IN A L IE N A B L E  R IG H T S ,  AMONG WHICH MAY BE RECKONED; THE R IG H T  TO BEAR ARMS I N  DEFENSE 
OF THEMSELVES AND OF THE S T A T E , S U B JE C T  TO THE POWER OF THE GENERAL ASSEM BLY TO 
ENACT LAWS TO PREVENT PERSO N S FROM CARRYING CONCEALED W EA PO N S. "

L O U IS IA N A  -  "THE R IG H T  OF EACH C I T I Z E N  TO K EEP AND BEAR ARMS SH ALL NOT BE 
A B R ID G E D , BUT T H IS  P R O V I S I O N  SHALL NOT P R F ^ E N T  THE PASSAG E OF LAWS TO P R O H I B I T  THE 
CARRYING OF WEAPONS CONCSAAED ON THE P E R S O N . “

MAINE -  "EVERY C I T I Z E N  HAS A R IG H T  TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS AND T H I S  R IG H T  SHALL 
NEVER BE Q U E S T IO N E D ."

MARYLAND -  NONE

MASSACHUSETTS -  "TH E PEOPLE- 'HAVE A R IG H T  TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS F O R  THE COMMON 
D E F E N S E . AND A S ,  IN  T IM E  OF P E A C E , ARM IES ARE DANGEROUS TO L I B E R T Y ,  THEY OUGHT 
NOT TO BE MAINTAINED WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE L E G IS L A T U R E ; AND THE M IL IT A R Y  
POWER SHALL ALWAYS BE HELD IN  AN EXACT SU B O R D IN A T IO N  TO THE C I V I L  A U T H O R IT Y , AND 
BE GOVERNED BY I T . "

M ICHIG AN -  "EVERY PE R SO N  HAS A R IG H T  TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS FOR TH E D E FE N SE  OF 
H IM SE L F AND THE S T A T E . "

MINNESOTA -  NONE



MISSOURI - “THAT THE R I G H T  OF E V E R Y  C I T I Z E N  T O  KEEP A N D  B E A R  ARM S  IN D EFEN SE OF 
HIS HOME, PERSON AND PROPERTY, O R  W H E N  L A W F U L L Y  S U M M O N E D  IN A I D  OF THE C I V I L  
POWER, SHALL N O T  3E Q U E S T IONED; BUT T H I S  S H A L L  N O T  J U S T I F Y  THE • W E A R I N G  OF 
CONCEALED WEAPONS."

MISSISSIPPI - "THE R I G H T  OF E V E R Y  C I T I Z E N  T O  K E E P  A N D  B E A R  A R M S  IN D E F E N S E  OF HIS
HOME, PERSON, OR PROPERTY, OR IN A I D  OF T H E  C I V I L  P O W E R  W H E N  T H E R E T O  L E G A L L Y
SUMMONED, SHALL NO T  BE C A L L E D  IN QUE S T I O N ,  B U T  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  M A Y  R E G U L A T E  O R  
FORBID CARRYING C O N C E A L E D  W E A P O N S . "

MONTANA - "THE R I G H T  OF ANY P E R S O N  T O  K E E P  O R  B E A R  A R M S  IN D E F E N S E  OF HIS OWN
' HOME, PERSON, AND PROPERTY, O R  IN A I D  OF T H E  C I V I L  P O W E R  W H E N  T H E R E T O  L E G A L L Y

SUMMONED, SHALL N O T  BE C A L L E D  IN QUE S T I O N ,  B U T  N O T H I N G  H E R E I N  C O N T A I N E D  S HALL BE 
HELD TO FBRMIT THE C A R R Y I N G  OF C O N C E A L E D  W E A P O N S . "

NEBRASKA - "ALL P E R S O N S ... HAVE C E R T A I N ... R I G H T S ; A M O N G  T H E S E  A R E . . . T H E  R I G H T  TO 
KEEP AND BEAR A RMS F O R  S E C U R I T Y  O R  D E F E N S E  OF SELF, FAMILY, HOME, A N D  OTHERS, A N D  
FOR LA W F U L  COMMON D E F F N S E , HUNTING, R E C R E A T I O N A L  USE, A N D  A L L  O T H E R  L A W F U L  
PURPOSES, AND SUCH R I G H T S  S HALL N O T  BE D E N I E D  O R  I N F R I N G E D  BY THE S TATE O R  AN Y  
SUBDIVISION THEREOF."

NEVADA - "EVERY C I T I Z E N  HAS THE R I G H T  TO K E E P  A N D  E E A R  A R M S  F O R  S E C U R I T Y  A N D
DEFENSE, FOR LA W F U L  H U N T I N G  A N D  R E C R E A T I O N A L  US E  A N D  F O R  O T H E R  L A W F U L  P U RPOSES."

NEW HAMPSHIRE - "ALL P E R S O N S  H A V E  THE R I G H T  T O  KEEP A N D  B E A R  ARM S  IN D E F E N S E  OF
THEMSELVES, THEIR FAMILIES, T H E I R  PROPERTY, A N D  THE STAT E . "

NEW JERSEY - NONE

NEW MEXICO - "NO LA W  S H A L L  A B R I D G E  THE R I G H T  OF THE C I T I Z E N  TO KEEP A N D  B E A R  ARMS 
FOR SECURITY AND DEFENSE, FOR L A W F U L  H U N T I N G  A N D  R E C R E A T I O N A L  USE A N D  FOP. O T H E R  
LAWFUL PURPOSES, BU T  N O T H I N G  H E R E I N  S H A L L  BE HEL D  TO P E R M I T  THE C A R R Y I N G  OF 
CONCEALED WEAPONS. NO M U N I C I P A L I T Y  O R  C O U N T Y  S H A L L  R E G U L A T E ,  IN A N Y  WAY, A N  
INCIDENT OF THE R I G H T  TO KEEP A N D  B E A R  A R M S . "

NEW YORK - NONE

NORTH CAROLINA - "A W E L L  R E G U L A T E D  M I L I T I A  B E I N G  N E C E S S A R Y  TO THE S E C U R I T Y  OF A  
FREE STATE, THE R I G H T  OF THE P E O P L E  TO K EEP A N D  B E A R  A R M S  S H A L L  N O T  BE INFRINGED; 
AND, AS STANDING A R M I E S  IN TIME OF P E A C E  A R E  D A N G E R O U S  TO LIBERTY, T H E Y  S H A L L  N O T  
BE MAINTAINED, AN D  THE M I L I T A R Y  S H O U L D  BE K E P T  U N D E R  S T R I C T  S U B O R D I N A T I O N  TO, AND 
30VERNED BY, THE C I V I L  POWER., N O T H I N G  H E R E I N  S H A L L  J U S T I F Y  THE P R A C T I C E  OF 
CARRYING CONCEALED W E A P O N S ,  O R  P R E V E N T  T H E  G E N E R A L  A S S E M B L Y  FRO M  E N A C T I N G  P E N A L  
STATUTES AGAI N S T  T H A T  P R A C T I C E . "

iORTH DA K O T A  - "ALL I N D I V I D U A L S  ...HAVE C E R T A I N  I N A L I E N A B L E  RIGHTS, A M O N G  W H I C H  
t.RE. . .TO KEEP AND B E A R  A R M S  F O R  THE D E F E N S E  O F  T H E I R  PERSON, FAMILY, PROPERTY, AN D 
THE STATE, AND F O R  L A W F U L  HUNTING, R E C R E A T I O N A L ,  A N D  O T H E R  L A W F U L  PURPOSES, W H I C H  
•HALL NOT BE INFRINGED."

)HIO - "THE PEOPLE R A V E  THE R I G H T  TO B E A R  A R M S  F O R  T H E I R  D E F E N S E  AN D  SECURITY; BUT 
STANDING ARMIES, IN T I M E  OF PEACE, ARE D A N G E R O U S  TO LIBERTY, A N D  S H A L L  N O T  BE KEP T  
/P; AND THE M I L I T A R Y  S H A L L  BE IN S T R I C T  S U B O R D I N A T I O N  TO T H E  C I V I L  POWER."



OKLAHOMA -  “ THE R IG H T  OF A C I T I Z E N  TO K EEP AND BEAR ARMS I N  D E FE N SE  OF H I S  HOME, 
PERSON, OR P R O PE R T Y , OR I N  A ID  OF THE C I V I L  POWER, WHEN THEREUNTO LEGALLY 
SUMMONED, SHALL Nj.V E R  BE P R O H IB IT E D ,  BUT NOTHING H E R E IN  CO NTAINED SH A LL PREV ENT 
THE LEG ISLA TU R E FROM R EG U LATING  THE CARRYING OF W E A P O N S .”

OREGON -  "THE P E O P L E  SHALL HAVE THE R IG H T  TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS FOR THE D E FE N SE  
OF THEMSELVES AND THE S T A T E , BUT THE M IL IT A R Y  SHALL BE K E P T  I N  S T R I C T  
SUBORDINATION TO THE C I V I L  PO W E R ."

PENNSYLVANIA -  "THE R IG H T  OF THE C I T I Z E N S  TO BEAR ARMS I N  D E FE N SE  OF THEM SELVES 
AND THE STATE SHALL NOT BE Q U E S T IO N E D ."

RHODE ISLAND -  "THE R IG H T  OF THE P E O P L E  TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS SH A LL NOT BE 
I N F R I N G E D ."

SOUTH CAROLINA -  "A WELL REGULATED M I L I T I A  B EIN G  NECESSA RY  TO THE S E C U R IT Y  OF A 
FREE S T A T E , THE R IG H T  OF THE P E O P L E  TO K EEP AND BEAR ARMS SHALL NOT BE I N F R I N G E D ."

SOUTH DAKOTA -  "THE R IG H T  OF THE C I T I Z E N S  TO BEAR ARMS I N  D E FE N SE  OF THEM SELVES 
AND THE STATE SHALL NOT BE D E N I E D ."

TENNESSEE -  "THAT THE C I T I Z E N S  OF T H IS  STA TE HAVE A R IG H T  TO K EEP AND TO BEAR ARMS 
FOR T H E IR  COMMON D E F E N S E ;  BUT THE L E G IS L A T U R E  SHALL HAVE POWER, BY LAW, TO 
REGULATE THE WEARING O F ARMS WITH A V IE W  TO PREVENT C R IM E . "

TEXAS -  "EVERY C I T I Z E N  SHALL HAVE THE R IG H T  TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS I N  THE LAWFUL 
DEFENSE OF HIM SELF OR TH E S T A T E ;  BUT THE L E G IS L A T U R E  SHALL HAVE POWER, BY LAW, TO 
REGULATE THE WEARING OF ARMS, WITH A VIEW  TO PREVENT C R I M E ."

UTAH -  "THE IN D IV ID U A L  R IG H T  OF THE P E O P L E  TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS FOR S E C U R IT Y  AND 
DEFENSE OF S E L F ,  F A M IL Y ,  O T H E R S , P R O PE R T Y , OR THE STATE AS WELL AS FO R  OTHER 
LAWFUL PURPOSES SHALL NOT BE IN F R IN G E D ; BUT NOTHING H E R E IN  SHALL PR E V E N T  THE 
LEG ISLA TU RE FROM D E F I N I N G  THE LAWFUL USE OF A R M S ."

VERMONT -  "THAT THE P E O P L E  HAVE A R IG H T  TO BEAR ARMS FOR THE D E FEN SE OF THEM SELVES 
AND THE S T A T E - AS ST A N D IN G  A R M IES IN  T IM E  OF PEACE ARE DANGEROUS TO L I B E R T Y ,  THEY 
OUGHT NOT TO BE K E P T  U P ;  AND THAT THE M IL IT A R Y  SHOULD BE K E P T  UNDER S T R I C T  
SUBORDINATION TO AND GOVERNED BY THE C I V I L  P O W E R ."

V I R G I N IA  -  "THAT A WELL REGULATED M I L I T I A . ,  COMPOSED THE BODY O F THE P E O P L E ,  
TRAINED TO ARMS, I S  THE P R O P E R , NATURAL, AND SA FF DEFENSE OF A F R E E  S T A T E ,  
TH EREFO RE, THE R IG H T  O F T H E  .PEOPLE TO K EEF AND BEAR ..RMS SHALL NOT BE IN F R IN G E D ;  
THAT STANDING A R M IE S , I N  T IM E  OF P E A C E , SHOULD BE T . O ID ED  AS DANGEROUS TO L I B E R T Y ;  
AND THAT IN  ALL CA SES THE M ILITA .RY  SHOULD BE UNDER S T R I C T  S U B O R D IN A T IO N  T O ,  AND 
GOVERNED BY, THE C I V I L  P O W E R ."

WASHINGTON -  " "T H E  R IG H T  OF THE IN D IV ID U A L  C I T I Z E N  TO BEAR ARMS I N  D E F E N S E  OF 
HIM SELF OR THE STATE SH A LL NOT BE IM P A IR E D ,  BUT NOTHING IN  T H I S  S E C T IO N  SH A L L  BE 
CONSTRUED AS A U T H O R IZ IN G  IN D IV ID U A L S  OR CORPO RATIONS TO O R G A N IZ E , M A IN T A IN ,  OR 
EMPLOY AN ARMED BODY OF M E N ."



NEST V I R G I N I A  -  "A P E R S O N  HAS THE R IG H T  TO K EEP AND BEAR ARMS FOR THE D E FEN SE OF 
S E L F ,  FA M ILY , HOME, AND S T A T E , AND FOR LAWFUL HUNTING AND R E C R E A T IO N A L  U S E . ”

W ISC O N S IN  -  NONE

WYOMING -  “ THE R IG H T  OF THE C I T I Z E N S  TO BEAR ARMS IN  D E F E N S E  OF THEM SELVES AND THE 
STATE SHALL NOT BE D E N I E D . "
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KIDS &,
u
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CO Many Kids Are Getting A Rea! Bang Out or Life." 
announces a full-page ad in The N ew  York Tim es—  
"H ;Id  Save The Next Generation."

he aa. purchased by Handgun Control. Inc.. re­
flects tne theme o f the organization's latest push for the 
Brady oiii. In a February press conference. Sarah Brady. 
Hanagun Control's chairwoman, noted that nearly 4.000 
Americans unaer the age o f 20 had been murdered in 19 9 1.
' tnat numoer. actually closer to 3.700. covers a lot o f 
grouna. It's basea on arrests, so it includes 18-vear-old 
armea roobers snot by thetr victims. It also includes 19- 
;.ear-oia crac>; aealers shot by competitors.)

Braav aid not suggest how many lives the Brady bill 
might save. Nor aid she cite studies showing how similar 
laws, enacted by more than 20  states, have reduced crime. 
Tnat's because there are no such studies. A ll the scholarly 
research has found that laws like 
the Brady oiii have no statistically 
significant imoact on crime.

But tne wnoie idea o f asking 
people to "Jo it for our k ids" is to 
avoid sucn analysts. Gun controi 
advocates are nammenng at the 
issue of children and guns as never 
before, in ins nope that it w ill be 
aster to enact cun controls aimed 

at aauits in an atmospnere of panic 
-cout cnnaren.

-.menca aoes nave a serious 
nrcciem •Aim cniidren and guns.
•'ut it A . orooiem uuite different 
irom tne one described by 
American s gun prohibitionists and 
tneir "Washington allies. Indeed, 
it's a orooiem tnat has been aggra­
vated bv anti-gun iaws. _____

Lonsicer new tne repressive
■cun iav.< ot cities sucn as Chicago. 
Wnmincton. D C., ana New York 
•inve re^consioie cun ucp im nr--
crouna. w hile a man who ODerates
a ooaeca on tne Lower East Side 
of New York City may keep an ille ­
gal oistot ntdden under the counter 
in case e: a roooery. he is not 
likely to :ase the gun to a target 
range ter cractice.

Even if the storekeeper man­
aged to get a gun license, he could 
not take his teenage son to a target 
range to teach him responsible 
firearm use. Just to hold the gun 
in his hana under immediate adult 
supervision at a licensed ranee.

R a t h e r  t h a n  

a d d r e s s i n g  

r e a l  s o c i a l  

p r o b l e m s  t h a t -  

c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  

g u n  v i o l e n c e  

a m o n g  c h i l ­

d r e n ,  o p p o ­

n e n t s  o t  g u n  

o w n e r s h i p  p r o ­

m o t e  i r r e l e v a n t  

“ s o l u t i o n s ”  w i t h  

d i s t o r t i o n s  a n d  

f a b r i c a t i o n s .

the teenager would have to obtain his own perm it.
An airgun. which uses compressed air or carbon diox­

ide to propeil a pcilet. is safe enough to fire inside an apart­
ment. yet New York City makes it illegal for supervised 
minors to touch one. The cuv thus closes o tf one more ave­
nue for children to be taught procier rirearm use and safety.

In this light, repressive gun laws are not merely ineffec­
tive. They actually foster misuse ot tirearms. including 
gun violence. By making firearm ownersmo iilegat. or pos­
sible omv tor wealthy peopie witn the ciout to move 
through numerous bureaucratic obstacles, anti-gun laws 
render legitimate gun owners invisible. Children are left 
with criminals and violent television characters as their 
only models o f gun use.

The experience with gun accidents shows the impor­
tance o f teaching our children about proper firearm use.

Gun control advocates have sought to 
create the impression that firearm acci­
dents involving children are a large and 
growing problem. Paradoxically, this 
impression has been reinforced by the 
very fact that such accidents are rare. 
Almost every time a chiid dies in a gun 
accident, the event is covered by the 
state's wire services, and sometimes by 
the national news. Many peopie mistak- 
eniy conciuae that cniidren aie fre­
quently in gun accidents ana tnat sham 
restrictions on gun ownersnio are neces­
sary to aadrcss tne orooiem. But gun ac­
cidents involving ootn cniidren anu 
adults have actually fallen aramaticaily 
in the last two decades, almost entirely 
because of private safety efforts.

In 19X8. 277 children under the age 
o f 15 were killed bv acciaental firearm
qischr.rges. accoraing to tne National
Safety Council. That numner represents
a 48% droD from i97-A even as the num­
ber of euns per caona increased. From

ARTICLE

r9c8 to 1988. tne annual rate or fatal 
gun acciaents feil from 1.2 per 100.000 
Americans to U.6 . Thanks to private ed­
ucational effons. mciuding programs 
sponsored by the NRA. the Boy Scouts. 
4-H and other groups, the firearm acci­
dent rate has been cut in half.

Despite this impressive prtvate-sec- 
tor achievement. Sen. Howard 
Metzenbaum t D-Ohioi thinks that the 
government couid do better. He pro- 
oses giving the Consumer Product 
afeiv Commission authority over rirc- 
rms. ostensibly to reduce accidents.
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GUNS
This move could be an indireci wav to achieve gun con­
trols tar more sweeping and restrictive than Congress is 
likely to pass. With jurisdiction over firearms. the CPSC 
could, by unilateral administrative action, ban the future 
production ana sale of all firearms and ammunition. Con­
gress has forbidden the CPSC to regulate guns precisely 
because or such fears.

Short or banning firearms, the CPSC might require fea­
tures intended to prevent accidents, such as child-proot 
grips or indicators tnat show wnen a gun is loaded. But 
iuch technological fixes, favorites or the gun control 
iobbv. do not acaress tne main cause o f firearm accidents.

A 1991 stuov hv the General Accounting Office founa~] 
mat 84% ot 2un acciae.nts involve aeviations trom nasir 
saretv ruies. t-or example, accidents occur wnen DeoDle 
careiessiv wave a gun around, thinking it's unloaded, or put 
their ringers on the trigger prematurely. Safety education 
is therefore tne best way to continue reducing gun accidents. 
Unfortunately, children whose parents have no interest in 
firearms are uniikely to hear gun lessons. Firearm safety 
programs ought to be exoanded to reach more children.

One successful effort to teach children aoout gun safety 
is the NRA's "Eddie Eagle" Eiememarv Gun Safety Edu­
cation Program. The Eddie Eagle program offers curricula 
for children trom kindergarten through sixth grade, using 
an ammateu video, cartoon workbooks, and play safety ac­
tivities. The cartoon nero Eddie Eagle offers a simpie 
- jte ty  lesson: 'I f  you see a gun: Stoo! Don't Toucn. Leave 
:he Area. Tail an Adult."

While scr.oois anu other social institutions nave an im-

•  B e f o r e  c o m p l e t i n g  s ix th  g r a d e ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  
A m e r i c a n  c h i l d  w a t c h e s  8 . 0 0 0  h o m i c i d e s  e n d
1 0 0 . 0 0 0  a c t s  o f  v i o l e n c e  o n  t e l e v i s i o n .— A m e r i c a n  
P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s ’ n

•  Two s u r v e y s  o f  y o u n g  A m e r i c a n  m a l e  v i o l e n t  f e l ­
o n s  f o u n d  th a t  2 2 %  to  3 4 %  h a d  im i t a t e d  c r im e  
t e c h n i q u e s  t h e y  h a d  w a t c h e d  o n  t e l e v i s i o n  p r o ­
g r a m s .—  M .S . H e l l e r  & S. P o l s k y ,  S t u a i e s  i n  V i o ­
l e n c e  a n a  T e l e v i s i o n ,  p .  2 0 5 9 .

•  J a o a n  o u t l a w s  h a n d g u n s  a n d  r i f le s  a n d  m a k e s  
s h o tg u n s  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f icu l t  to  o b t a i n .  Y e t  t e e n a g e  
s u i c i d e  is 3 0 %  m o r e  f r e q u e n t  in J a p a n  t h a n  in 
A m e r i c a .— L  C r a i g  P a r k e r ,  T h e  J a p a n e s e  P o l i c e  
S y s t e m  T o d a y :  A n  A m e r i c a n  P e r s p e c t i v e ,  p .  1 4 9 .

•  W h i le  t e e n a g e  s u i c i d e  h d s  r e m a i n e d  s t a b l e  in t h e  
IJ.S. in th e  la s t  15 y e a r s ,  t e e n a g e  s u i c i d e  h a s  r is e n  
s h a r p l y  in E u r o p e ,  w n e r e  g u n  c o n t r o l  is m u c h  
s t r ic te r .  " T e e n a g e  d e a t h s  I n c r e a s i n g  A c r o s s  E u ­
r o p e , " —  C J  I n t e r n a t i o n a l .  ( N o v . - D e e .  1 9 9 1 ) ,  p .  4 .

•  In r e c e n t  d e c a d e s  t h e  A m e r i c a n  f i r e a rm s  s u p p l y  
h a s  r isen  . . .  b u t  a s  t h e  n u m b e r  o t  g u n s  h a s  r i s e n ,  
the n u m o e r  o t  c h i l d h o o d  g u n  a c c i d e n t s  h a s  
f a l l e n  s n a r o i y ,  d e c l i n i n g  b y  n e a r l y  5 0 %  in t h e  la s t  
two c e c a a e s . — ( s e e  Delow)

D e c l i n e  I n  A c c i d e n t a l  C h i l d h o o d  G u n  D e a t h s

T h e  num ber o f  g u n  acc iden ts
invo lv ing  cniidren h a s ja ile n  .

ho nvpr tfldr pvpn nc rhp--------- - _ - - --------w
n u m b er  o f  guns has increased

suostannaiiy . 1 he a n n -g u n n ers
kppIc tn ennfusp rhp issu es

400

o f  accidental shoo tings with 300
the deliberate vw tence a m o n g  

voung people, ig n o rin g
the  successfu l role by N R A

-ttlf

dtltTOthers in uddressing  
the nun saferv issue.

100
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F

nonant roie :o oiav in gun safety. me orimarv rcsoonsioii- 
i r '  rests witn oarents, A child whn can. unaer oarcnial su­
pervision. invuc a classmate to snoot a .22 rifle  at a target 
ranee wni be less intriguea bv ihe oossioiiitv or surrepti­
tiously piaying vs itn a oistoi rouna in a closet.

In contrasi to gun acciacnts. gun suiciaes do account 
for the aeatns ot many young peooie—more than 2 .000  in 
1990. From tne mta-l950s to tne late 70s. teenage suicide 
rose sharaiy. anu most ot the increase was due to gun sui­
cides. But since men. the teenage suiciae rate has re­
mained staoie. ana so has the percentage o f suicides in ­
volving guns. Teenagers are still iess likely to commit sui­
cide than any oideragc group.

Although the teenage suicide rate has Lien about the 
same since the late '70s. gun control advocates insist that 
immediate action is necessary to address this "cris is" as 
well. They otten cite false statistics to justify their sense o f 
urgency, in 1989. for example, the American Academy of 
Pediatrics told a congressional committee that "every three 
hours, a teenager commits suicide with a handgun." But this 
figure is valid" only if  one counts all suicides as handgun 
suicides, or if  one cails every' person unaer 25 a teenaeer.

In addition to exaggerating the extent o f the orooiem. 
gun control suooorters simolv assume tnat fewer firearms 
wouid mean fewer suicides. One mignt soeculate that the 
presence ot a gun can turn a teenager s Meeting impulse 
into an irrevocable decision. If guns were less readily 
available, oernaos suicide would decline. This theory is m- 
tuiuveiy plausible, but it is not consistent with the evidence.

In his 1991 book Paint Blank. Florida State University 
criminologist Gary Kleck analyzes suicide rates and gun 
laws in every American citv with a population over
100.000. He takes into account all the factors that might af­
fect suicide, such as race I whites are more likely to com­
m it suicide), religion iCatholics are iess likely), economic 
circumstances and 19 gun control laws, ranging from watt- 
ing periods to handgun bans_________________________

Klecx tmas no eviaence na t anv of (he gun control \

.ide. the total suicide rate remumeu the same. Peooie wno 
had decioed to k iil themselves simpiv suosmuteo other, 
equally lethal metnoas.

Data trom otner countries aooear to suoDon Meek's 
conclusion mat gun control is not an eitective wav to re- 
Juce suicide. While teenage suicide has rcmaineu staoie in 
the United States ir. the last 15 years, it has risen sharoiy 
in Europe, where gun conuol is mucn stricter.

In Great Britain, where gun laws are very strict and the 
gun ownersmo rate is less than one-tcntn ihat in the U. S.. 
adolescent suicide has risen by more than 25% in just rive 
years. Similarly, in Japan handguns and rules are illegal 
and shotguns very d ifficu lt to obtain. Yet teenage suicide 
is 30% more frequent in Japan tnan in the U.S.

Given tne lack o f evidence that gun control reduces sui­
cide. anti-gun activists have resorted to "factoids" such as 
this one. rcponcu by syndicated columnist Richard Reeves 
last Seotember: "Teen-aeers in homes with guns are 75
times more likely to k ill themselves than rern-aoers living 
in homes without guns./The storv oenma mis Claim nlus-
trates now mvtns that suooon 2 an control are ceneratea.

.w i VV l article in jo u rn a l at m e Am erican M eatca! 
Association  discussed a study o f several dozen homes in 
western Pennsylvania wnere a teenager had committed or 
jitemptca suicide or wnere a non-suiciaal teenager who 
had been aamuted to a psvcniatnc hospital lived. A home 
with a teenager who had committed suicide was twice as 
likely as tne other homes to contain a gun.

In an eaitonal accompanying the article, three employ­
ees o f the federal Centers for Disease Control incorrectly 
wrote: "The odds that potential suicidal adolescents w iil kill 
themselves go uo 75-fold when a gun is kept in the home."

JAM A later puolished a retraction, noting that the 75- 
fold figure was incorrect: the increase was in fact twofold 
(and the number was merely a correlation, not proof of

iaws nau a statistically significant etrec: on suiciue rates. I 
wnue some eun control laws oia atreci tne rate ot gun sui-

ln hts column. Reeves took the factoid one step funner, 
telling his readers that it applied to all teenagers, even 
though all o f the subjects in the study had serious psycho­
logical oroolems.

DID YOU VnYOV *
M y th  “ One cntid unaer 14 is accidentally shot to 
acatn everv aav in tne USA.

186.000. is often attributed to the Deoanment of Justice tDOJ). but no
t Center to Prevent t-tana-

sun Violence!
T r u t h  True, if the year in auestto,. is 1979. when 
there were ;6-l such deaths. In |QQQ the mriM rrrrn t

specific DOJ siuav is laentmea. me numoer is a nuge aistomon trom 
the plausible 16.000 to 17.000 nationally extraDolated from criminolo­
gist Gary Klecx s aata. 
v i y i i L  “ Firearms are responsible for the deaths of AS 000  infants.

year for which data are available, the numoer was 236. children and adolescents per year." (American Academy of Pediatrics) 
.-ifrnrriino in ihe National Center mr H^lih-S tniistirv
The numoer of fatal gun accidents among children has 
fallen nv 56% since 1970.even as ihe gun supply has

-^.T r u t h - Even if all persons-!-:- 95 afe-consiriered-^deJescemsAAhis—  
one can't be true. Tne 45.000 figure exceeds the total deaths in all ages
■ from all causes related to firearms:--------------------------
Myth "One million U.S. inhabitants die prematurely each year as 

rnitrresmrofTTnmmnartromicideTir surctdeT'TfdrmerSfirgcon'GHrreral 
C. Everett Koopj

grown significantly.

-M-Vth—Ir. the oast ceradcrmorc-mrrO-.QOO-Amcrr
cans were snot just by children unaer the age o f 6 ." 
\H arttnre Cimrann ■

^ - T r u t h  No source is ever cited for this "factoid" bc-
TrutFT Accoratng to the National Center tor Health Staustics. in 1988 
there were about 30.000 suicides I bv all methods) and about 22.000

cause mere is none. No government or acaaemic 
agency even collects data to provide an estimate for

"TRelrue ngure.

J M y lh ,  135.QOQ children carry guns to school each

homicides I by all metnods. including lega: self defense). Thus, the "one 
million" claim is off bv about 1800%.
Myth "Guns are the leading cause of death among older teenagers— 
white nnri hl.irk— in Amrnrn "  (Newcwrrlc)____________________

day. (U.S. Sens. Biden and Chafee)
-̂ -T-ruth Tne 133.000-Figure-, also sometimes gfven-as

'fcrTruth True for black males, but not for females or for males of 
 other mces:---------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Youngsters who 
...learn about firearm s  

in a constructive
—aimnrsvonstbie------

environm en t are 
less likely to have  

—accxdentsryei—  —

. tire a rm s ed u cation  
has a lo w  priority

— wtth-grottps-that----
claim to be
concerned  wi h 

— -firearm s-accidents.-

Factoids also olav an imoonaru role in ihe debate aooui 
guns in scnooi. Sen. John Chat'ee i R -Rhode Island i ana 
Sen. Josecm Biden i D-Delawurei claim mat "135.000 ch il­
dren carry a gun to scnooi every day." Sen. Christooner 
Dodd (D-Connecncijn ups the figure to 186.000. The Na- 
::onal Education Association puts the number at 100.000.

Tne oniv comorenensive data on this question come 
from a 1990 survey by the Centers for Disease Control 
tnat asked students i f  (hey earned weapons onto school 
grounds. Students who answered ves included all (hose- 
wno occasionally cameo guns anvwnere -urn
wnen onvtnc at night in aanperrms neighborhood

all those ')
n« in cars. 

 '

dents, wfnen wonts out to Ify OOP to I 7.000 stmifnjc n-».
tionaiiv. carries a gun to scnooi on a given aav. Accora
insiv. guns oiav a reiarivetv -.man role in tne overall 
prootem ot \ imence in school. /

Interpreting tne data realistically. Kleck. the FSU erimi- 
noioeist. estimates mat one in everv 800 hieh school m ii-

Ramer tnan address tne reat proolem ot discmime and 
-ecuruy in mans cuoiic scnools, gun control advocates 
have argueu tor gan-iree school /.ones.' which maice oos- 
■ession ot weaoons wiimn 1.1)00 ft. oi school property a 
teionv. amce ine :.'.)()0 -tt. scnooi /.one encompasses over 
half the territory most cities anu towns, the school /.one 
laws arc treuuentiy a backhanded way to outlaw the dos- 
-ession ot tirearms oy adults on public property.

These laws can add to the regulatory obstacles that dis­
courage peooie from using guns for protection. The crime 
of carrying wunout a permit is a misdemeanor.in many ju ­
risdictions. out gun-tree 
'Cnooi zones can :um it 
into a serious teicny.

Even wnen narrowly 
Jratted. scnooi-zone laws 
are misgu.ued. A -ompari- 
-on ot the numoer ot stu­
dents carrying guns in 
-cnooi to the numoer ot 
gun crimes committed in 
-chool indicates tnat the 
vast majority ot nuaents 
w no carry tirearms ao so 
tor noncnmmai Durooses.

Most stuaents wno carry 
guns arc trying to Drotcct 
themselves on tne wav to

S USan R. Lamson, direc­
tor ot iNKA-TUVs rea-

NRA is workine with

and from scnooi. as iney pass ihrouun neignoornooos 
ruled by gangs, or in school useli. To focus on 'guns in 
•cnooi" is to miss the larger picture ot me violent condi­
tions. that maxe nmirmen le-nnw-rs reel vuineraoie.

W hile tne claims o f cun control advocates aoout a rts-
inc tiae ot sun acciaents anu sup suiciaes are tatse. mere
is no aoupt mat violent crime amons teenasers is soaring.
From 1985 to 1991. arrests ot aauits tor muraer aeennea.
out arrests for muraer ot 17-vear-old males rose ov 121
cf 16-vear-olds bv 158%. oi I h-v^nr-nlds bv 217T-: ana of
novs 12 ana unaerhyjPOfT

Those tigures conce:’ 1 an even more serious problem. 
The muraer arrest rate ot whites between the ages of 10 
and 17 was tne same in 1989 as in 1980 f it dipped in the 
middle ot the decade and then rose to its tormer iuvei). 
Meanwniic. the black rate has skyrocketed.

Most ot these homicides are carried out with hanaguns. 
Vet. it there is a relationsmo between gun density and ho­
micide tn tne U.S.. it is an inverse one. flic  regions with 
the most euns are the regions witn tne lowest oomiciue 
ates. And wmie wmtes r.ave a mgner rate ot eun uwner- 

«hip than blacks, thev nave a mucn tower nnmictuc rate.
caminuea on oo. /a

eral Affairs Division, re­
cently told th rli.S . Senate 
Subcommittee on Juvenile 
Justice: "It appears tnat 
society 's failure to deal 
wiLh_erimc m.a.mearunmuJ 
wav. emoodicd in our 
'catch and release ̂ criminal 
justice system, begins wiin 
and has us most deleterious 
etfects on our voultiT

•, ' !
"Congress to suivc me uiuolrimsof v ioicnt crime commuted tn - 
juveniles. at the same time making sure mat the nehts o f the 

—mUUons-of4aw-3bidins-youna-pcopfc.are-prote«cd,_________

AMERICAN HUNTER



S o u t h e r n  S t a t e s  P B A  C r i m e  C o n t r o l
L a n d m a r k  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  S u r v e y  S h o w s  R a n i

i

Soulhem Slates PBA President Jaek Roberts answers 
reporters' questions about the survey at July 9 press confer­
ence at Southern Slates PBA headqiusrters in Atlanta, Geor­
gia

ULKA Operations Director Ted Gogol explains significance o f Southern States PBA 
gun control survey to a state legislator during the Southern Legislative Conference 
luncheon titled, “Gun Control: Southern Style" held in Mobile Alabama on July 11. 
Before HCl'S Sarah Brady spoke at the luncheon, LEAA made sure every legislator and 
guest in attendance received a copy o f  the survey. In addition. LEAA officials explained 
why rank-and-file officers do not support gun control, and answered questions from 
legislators and the media.

LEAA Member Todd Pipkin (far left), a Law enforcement officerwith the Alabama Depart­
ment o f Contervaiio-i, discusses the Soulhem States PBA gun control survey with LEAA 
Executive Director J ' -  Fotis (center) and Spectrum Resources. Inc. President Scott Maddox 
prior to LEAA prtts conference on July 11 in Mobile. Alabama during the Southern Legislative 
Conference.

LEAA Executive Director Jim Fotis 
explains why law enforcement does not 
support restrictive gun control laws to 
CBS affiliate News Center Five reporter 
Kristen McFann at LEAA press confer­
ence in Mobile, Alabama on July 11 
durint Souihem Leg ■slative Conference.
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a n d  G u n  C o n t r o l  S u r v e y  R e s u l t s

a n d - F i l e  O f f i c e r s  D O  N O T  S u p p o r t  G u n  C o n t r o l

I n a comprehensive effort to find out how its nearly 11.000 law enforcement members really feet about gun and crime control. 
Southern States Police Benevolent Association became, the nation's first major law enforcement group to conduct a 
professional, scientific survey "f its membership.
Southern States PBA has traati. tolly maintained a neutral position on gun control, but decided to poll its membership to 

resolve me controversy over claims by pressure groups on both sides of the Issue as to the posiuon of law enforcement.
"We sitnply had enough of every special interest group, including a number of national police organizations, claiming they 

spoke for rank-and-file officers on the subject of gun control." said Southern Slates PBA President Jack Roberts. "The only way 
to know how law enforcement feels about gun control is to ask them. And that’s exactly what we did. What our members told 
us may be quite an eye-opener for some people, but it won' t be to anyone v.'hc is m  touch with street cops.11

To ensure that the survey would accurately reflect its members views, a professional research firm. Spectrum Resources. 
Inc., of Tallahassee, Florida, was employed. "Our survey methodology was configured to preserve the objectivity of the Southern 
States PBA and to elicit accurate sentiments of the officers polled." Scott Maddox, president of the firm. said.

The results found chat law enforcement officers resoundingly reject gun control laws as effective measures in deterring violent 
crime, and strongly support the right of citizens to own firearms.

Editor's N o n :  The survey w as conducted in June o f 1993. Out o f  10,614 surveys mailed, 3,324 totcl responses were received, 
which is a response rate o f  36%. Copies o f  the entire analysis o f  the survey (neariy 100 pages) inclrding charts, graphs, cross 
tabulations, etc., are available fro m  either LEL4. or Southern States PBA. To obtain a copy, write to either organization and  
en ciose a note requesting the survey with your name and address and inc! ude a SS. 00  check to cover printing and postage. LEAA 's 
address is on the table o f  contents page.

1) In general what do you think is the most pressing cause of 2a) How effective has the U.S. Congress been in dealing with
violent 

No. of

crime in the United Slates today? violent crime? Has Congress been very effective, somewhat ef­
fective, only minimally effective, or not effective as all in deal­
ing with violent crime?
3812 99.7% Totals

3f>41 95.2% TOTALS 3 0.1 Very Effective
1637 45.0 Drugs 246 5.6 Somewhat Effective
3S5 104 Family Values/ Decline Of Family 1796 47.1 Only Minimally Effective
151 4.1 Courts. Inadequate Sentencing 1751 45.9 Not Effective At All
370 10.2 Early Release/ Lack Of Punishment 48 1.3 Not Sure
39 1.1 Alcohol
62 1.7 Punishment Docs Not Fit Tne Crime 2b) Please indicate which o f the following options would be
139 3.3 Breakdown Of Criminal Justice System least effective in reducing violent cri-re? (pick only one option)
35 1.0 Lack Of Education/ Ignorance 3798 99.3% Totals
33 1.0 Federal Judges/ Politicians 435 11-5 Stop Early Release
51 1.4 Television 230 6.1 The Death Penalty
12 2.0 Crack Cocaine 188 4.9 More Police On The Strecta
80 2.2 Lack Of Religion/ Attention To God 226 6.0 Tougher Judrea And Sentencet
23 0.8 Money ' 2481 65.3 Stricter Gun Control Laws
31 0.9 Youthful Offenders 238 6.3 Not Sure
21 0.6 Racial/Etbnic Problems
40 1.1 Guns/Firearms 3a) There should oe art immediate criminal background check
117 3.2 No Fear Of Being Caught Or Punished on handgun purchases right at the gun shop.
156 4.3 Unemployment/ U.S.. Economy 3813 99.8% Totals
54 1.5 F.iberalism/Criminal Rights Favored 1813 475 Strongly Agree
134 3.7 Other 1330 34.8 Agree 

448 11.7 Disagree 
141 3.7 Scongly Disagree 
86 2.3 Not Sure

continued oil page 32
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S o u t h e r n  S t a t e s  P B A  C r i m e  C o n t r o l  a n d  G u n  C o n t r o l  S u r v e y  R e s u l t s
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  3 1

3b) Other than for police and military, all guns should be out­ Ji) dosed on my own experience, if the laws on handgun owner­
lawed. ship were stricter than they are now, the overall number o f vio­
3820 99.9% Touts lent crimes would be reduced
69 1.8 Strongly Agree 3817 99.8% Totals
64 1.7 Agree 284 7.4 Strongly Agree
1069 28.0 Disagree 653 17.1 Agree
2591 67.8 Strongly Disagree 1380 36.2 Disagree
27 • 0.7 Not Sure 1324

176
34.7
4,6

Scrongly Disagree 
Not Sure

3c) The entire criuunaljustice system needs major reform.
3821 99.9% Totals 3j) A gun is not an assault weapon if  it fires only one bullet each

'  2283 59.7 Scrongly Agree time the trigger t r pulled.
1138 29.8 Agree 3807 99.6% Totals
313 8.2 Disagree 893 23.5 Strongly Agree
25 0.7 Strongly Disagree 981 25.8 Agree
62 1.6 Not Sure 1039

734
27.3
19.3

Disagree
Strongly Disagree

3d) The U.S. Constitution guarantees every law-abiding citizen 160 4.2 Not Sure

99.9% Totals
58.9 Strongly Agree
31.2 Aerec
5.8 Disagree
2.5 Strongly Disagree
1.7 Not Sure

the right to own a gun. 
2820 
2249 
1190 
222 
94 
65

3 c) People should have the right to own a gun fo r  self-protec­
tion.
3819 99.9%
2540 66.5
1140 29.9
91 2.4
19 0.5
29 0.8

TotsJi
Strongly Agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree 
Not Sure

3f) A waning period to purchase handguns will only affect law- 
abiding citizens — criminals will still be able to obtain hand­
guns illegally whenever they wans.
3798-
2201
1024
382
92
39

99.3% .. . Totals-—
59.5 Strongly Agree
27.0 Agree
10.1 Disagree
2.4 Strongly Disagree
1.0 Not Sure

3g) The Federal government should talce Legal action to curb 
the amount o f violence on television. '•
3818 99.8% Touls •_
962 252 Strongly Agree
1468 38.4 Agree
939 24.6 Disagree
224 5.9 Strongly Disagree
225 5.9 Not Sure

3h) A Federal law should be passed allowing qualified law en­
forcement officers to carry a oncealed firearm anywhere in the 
United States.
3814 99.7% Totals
2852 74.8 Strongly Agree
742 19 J Agree
129 3.4 Disagree
27 0.7 Strongly Disagree
64 1.7 Not Sure

4) All things considered, which o f  the following two options 
would you prefer -  a bill requiring a five-day waiting penod on 
the purchase o f handguns, or a bill requiring an immediate 
criminal background ch'ck as the time o f the sale?
3811 99.7% Total*
881 23.1 Waiting Period
2430 63.8 Initani Check
213 5.6 Neither
80 2-1 No Opinion/Not Sure
207 5.4 Both

5) Aside from your department• issued sidearm, do you have 
guns o f any land in your home?
3805 ’ 99-5% Totals
3247 85.3 Yes
329 8.6 Refuse To Answer
229 6.0 No

6) How many years have you served in law enforcement ?
3818 99.8% - Totals
248 0.5 • 0-2 Yean
311 21.2 2-5 Yean
1015 26.6 5-10 Years
1744 45.7 10 Years or more

7) Are you a sworn or non-swont employee ?
3806 99.5% Totals
3687 96.9 Sworn

•115 3.1 Non-Swom

8) In general, do you serve in a rural or in an urban area?
3804
1237
2440
127

99.5% Totals
32.5 Rural
64.1 Urban
3.3 Mixed Urban/Run]
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THE RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS

continutrt from p n ;r  29 
1,000,000 times a year according to a 
report from Morgan 0. Reynolds, Uni­
versity of Texas, "Cinne in Texas". 
Violent crime strikes a Texan every 22 
seconds. Are our 45,000 Texas peace 
officers going to stop lliai? Not hardly. 
How many Texans are you willing to 
allow to be victimized to prcvcncCCW?

Texas C C W  will prohibit those 
with class B arrests and include Disor- 

, derly Conduct and Public Lewdness as 
disqualifies. It will be valid for only 
two years as opposed to four and will 
require 15 hours of training. The back­
ground check will be conducted by DPS 
who will require SI30.00 non-refund- 
ablc fee, who will then contact the local 
agency for input. Applicants must be 
registered voters, which by itself elimi­
nates a lot of folks.

Do Police Officers really under­
stand ihis bill? Most of them-who dis­
agree believe ic is a blanket carry bill, 
but when it is explained to them, they 
tend to change positions. More Police 
Officers than you think support this bill. 
Texas Municipal Police Officers Asso­
ciation and Texas State Troopers Asso­
ciation have publicly supported it. 
Police Magazine polled its readers and 
as reported in their January 1993 issue, 
more than 85% support concealed carry.

This is why LEAA and I support 
CCW. You know, when I think of 
CCW, I stop to think about those law- 
abiding citizens who will back me up 
when the stuff gets deep. My Depart­
ment just recently awarded seven civil­
ians for coming to the aid of a police 
officer. There are many citizens who 
will help out a cop in a jam, more than 
we thiuk. Some of them may be Rambo 
or John Wayne, but did you know that 
in F.orida after they enacted their C C W  
that they have had 16 total arrests for 
weapons violations over a three year 
period- and one of those was for a Jady 
who carried her pistol into a library!

The supposition has not happened. 
The media hype has not occurred. C C W  
will probably not increase the number of 
weapons already on the street that much. 
Those who are predisposed to cany are 
already carrying. Those who aren’t, 
won’t. Besides, we should be creating

everyone we deal with as if they were 
armed. In every contact we make there 
is a gun Involved, our own.

Also in considering this issue you 
might ask yourself these three questions 
that I now ask other officers who re­
spond negatively (0 CCW.
1. Does your wife carry?
2. Will you carry when you retire?
3. Do you know someone, who is not a 
police officer thatis carrying ahandgun, 
(hat you as a police officer have done 
nothing about?

If you answer any of these ques­
tions with a yes. then you should support 
CCW!

If you have any questions or co 
meuts please feel free to contact me 
borne by phone or mail. I am usua 
available during the evenings. Also 
me solicit an invitation to address yc 
area POA, FOP lodge or similar orgai 
zation. I think I could find my way 
Ector County. Mldland-Odcssa.

Sincerely,
John Chapman

...Professional 
...Responsible 

...Confident 
...Prepared 

Ail The lime.
You’re off duty but 

the job is never done.
When you left the station, yon didn't 

lave the job behind. You ire t 
profession̂. confident ind rady to cury 

oat your respond hilini whenever it is 
demanded of you—ou duty or o£ 
As a professional, you demand the 
bat of your equipment. You hare 

to be confident in its ability 
to perform inyrimc 
it’s needed. Tnar’i 

why it is imporemt m 
malee the righcehoire 

in the handgun you arty 
off duty or is i hidmp. 

Iralth *  Wesson11 fall line of 
It ud small frame rerotren 

law enforcement professionals 
tnTconndence needed to meet their 

responsibilities icany time. 
See your Smith & Western authorized dealer 

ox call us today it 1-800-131-0852, exL 3953.
Confidence...Smith &  Wesson.

unnouruaiiniuugreinuBunitiiiwM.

I
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SENA TE ST A T E  A F F A IR S  COMMITTEE 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  
N o v e m b e r  2 0 ,  1 9 9 3  

6 : 3 4  P .M .

MEMBERS P R E S E N T

S e n a t o r  L o r e n  L e m a n , - C h a i r m a n

MEMBERS ABSENT

S e n a t o r  M i k e  M i l l e r ,  V i c e  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t o r  R o b i n  T a y l o r  
S e n a t o r  J o h n n y  E l l i s  
S e n a t o r  J i m  D u n c a n

OTHER MEMBERS PR E S E N T

S e n a t o r  R i c k  H a l f o r d  
S e n a t o r  D a v e  D o n l e y

COMMITTEE CALENDAR

SEN A TE J O I N T  R E S O L U T IO N  N O . 1
P r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t  t o  k e e p  a n d  b e a r  a r m s .

SENA TE J O I N T  R E S O L U T IO N  N O . 3 4
P r o p o s i n g  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t  t o  k e e p  a n d  b e a r  a r m s .

P R E V IO U S  SEN A TE COMMITTEE A C T IO N

S J R  1 -  S e e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  m i n u t e s  d a t e d  9 / 1 7 / 9 3  a n d  1 0 / 2 3 / 9 3 .

S J R  3 4  -  S e e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  m i n u t e s  d a t e d  9 / 1 7 / 9 3  a n d  1 0 / 2 3 / 9 3 .

W IT N E S S  R E G IS T E R

P o r t i a  B a b c o c k ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  A i d e  
S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2
P O S I T I O N  STA TEM EN T: C o m m e n t e d  o n  S J R  1 a n d  S J R  3 4 .

S e n a t o r  D o n l e y
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u ,  A l a s  . a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2
P O S I T I O N  STA TEM EN T: S p o n s o r  o f  S J R  1 .

S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l

Senate State Affairs -1- November 20, 1993
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B r i a n  J u d y -
N a t i o n a l  R i f l e  A s s o c i a t i o n  
S t a t e  L i a i s o n
5 5 5  C a p i t o l  M a l l ,  S u i t e  4 5 5  
S a c r a m e n t o ,  C a . - 9 5 8 1 4
P O S I T I O N  ST A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

C h r i s  S u l l i v a n  
4 1 5 5  M c L e a n
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 4
P O S I T I O N  STA T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

A a r o n  S h u l e r
1 1 4 0  C h i n a  B e r r y
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 4
P O S I T I O N  STA T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

S t e v e  L o r d  
P . O .  B o x  6 7 0 2 7 1  
C h u g i a k ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 6 7
P O S I T I O N  STA TEM EN T: S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

D o u g  E i s c h e n  
1 1 4 0  W. 7 1 5 1  C t .
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 8
P O S I T I O N  STA TEM EN T: S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

L l o y d  B a r r u s
P . O .  B o x  1 1 2 8 5 3
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 1
P O S I T I O N  STA TEM EN T: S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

J a c k  R a m e y  
P . O .  B o x  3 6 0 2  
K o d i a k ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 5
P O S I T I O N  STA TEM EN T: S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

L a r r y  S h o o s h a n i a n  
1 4 0 0 0  J a r v i  D r .
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 5
P O S I T I O N  STA TEM EN T: S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

L o r r a i n e  J o n e s  
4 8 1 0  S n o w  C i r c l e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a
P O S I T I O N  STA T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

B o b  B r u m l o w  
3 8 1 1  E .  8 4 t h

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
POSITION STATEMENT: Sponsor of SJR 34.
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G a r y  K u h n  
No a d d r e s s  
U . S .  C i t i z e n
P O S I T I O N  STA TEM EN T:; S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

R a n d y  S m i t h
8 0 1  N .  B r a g a w
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 8
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

R u s s e l l  K e l l  
3 1 1 3  W e s l e y a n  D r .
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a
P O S I T I O N  ST A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

D a v i d  R o g e r s
2 1 4 8  S u n r i s e  D r i v e
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 8
P O S I T I O N  ST A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

B i l l y  T o i e n
4 5 1 8  E .  3 r d  A v e . , # 3
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 8
P O S I T I O N  ST A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

W i l l i a m  Y o u n g  
5 9 3 9  E .  3 8 t h  C t .
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 4
P O S I T I O N  ST A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e a r  a r m s .

M i c h a e l  N o l e n  
3 4 0 1  E .  6 6 t h  A v e .
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a
P O S I T I O N  ST A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

R o b e r t  R a p p  
P . O .  B o x  9 0 4 3 2
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 9 - 0 4 3 2  
P O S I T I O N  ST A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

K e n n e t h  L o w e r
1 4 1 9  E l m e n d o r f  D r i v e
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a
P O S I T I O N  ST A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

D a n i e l  S t o n e
P . O .  B o x  1 1 1 4 1 4
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 1
P O S I T I O N  ST A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

Anchorage, Alaska 99501
POSITION STATEMENT: Supported SJR 34.
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R o n  H a m m a n
1 5 4 5  S .  H o y t ,  # 2 9
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 8
P O S I T I O N  STA T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

J o h n  L a w s o n
1 2 3 6  E a s t  7 2 n d  A v e .
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 8
P O S I T I O N  STA T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

P a u l  M o o r e
3 0 0  P e p p e r t r e e  L p .
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 4
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

D a n  M c K n i g h t
P . O .  B o x  9 4 2
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9
P O S I T I O N  ST A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

D e r e k  E d m o n d s o n  
1 9 9 1  F y f e  C i r c l e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

J a c k  I v y
P . O .  B o x  7 7 0 0 2 5
E a g l e  R i v e r ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 7 7
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

J o n  H o d g e s  
P . O .  B o x  3 9 9 1  
A l a t a k  B a y ,  A l a s k a
P O S I T I O N  STA T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e a r  a r m s  a n d
c o n c e a l e d  c a r r y .

D a n i e l  H a w k i n s  
P . O .  B o x  2 1 0 5 4 3  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 0 2 1
P O S I T I O N  ST A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e a r  a r m s .

E r i c  G r o s c h
1 6 3 0 0  E l i z a b e t h  S t r e e t
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 6
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

J o h n  A s z m u n  
7 4 2 0  A u g u s t i n e  D r .
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 4
P O S I T I O N  ST A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

G e r a l d  K l i e n
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1 2 3 1 1  T a r e y  R d .
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 6
P O S I T I O N  STATEM ENT: S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

B e n  C l a y t o n
1 4 5 0 1  L a c h  L o m a n d  L a n e
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a
P O S I T I O N  STATEM EN T: ' S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

B e a r  C l a w  
HC 8 5 ,  B o x  9 3 6 2  
E a g l e  R i v e r ,  A l a s k a
P O S I T I O N  STATEM EN T: S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

K e l l y  S m i t h2 9 0 l " w .  3 2 n d
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 7
P O S I T I O N  STATEM ENT: S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

D a v i d  D o r r i n g
2 4 1 1  B e n t e r n  C i r c l e ,  B - 1 8
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a
P O S I T I O N  STATEM EN T: S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

M i k e  P u l i s
3 9 4 5  R o u n d t o p  C i r c l e
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 4
P O S I T I O N  STATEM EN T: S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

B r u c e  W e i s m a n
P . O .  E o x  9 1 6 4 3
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 9
P O S I T I O N  STA TEM EN T: S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

W a y n e  W a t t  
2 1 7 4 6  A F i g  S t r e e t  
E l m e n d o r f  A i r  F o r c e  B a s e  
A l a s k a  9 9 5 6 6
P O S I T I O N  STA TEM ENT: S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

W i l l i a m  W a t s o n  
5 1 2  M u l d o o n
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 4
P O S I T I O N  STATEM EN T: S u p p o r t e d  S J R - 3 4 .

W a l t e r  H a r g i s
8 9 2 0  P i o n e e r  D r i v e
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 4
P O S I T I O N  STA TEM EN T: S u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4 .

K r i s t i n a  C a r l s o n  
1 1 2 0  N o r m a n ,  # 6
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G a r y  C a r l s o n  
2439 T u l a n e
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9504
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

K e v i n  C a r l s o n
1120 N o r m a n ,  #6
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9504
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

J i m  E l s a n
8 3 3 2  E n d i c o t t
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99502
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

A l l e n  D u b o r d
1 8 1 1 1  H i d d e n  F a l l s  Ave.
E a g l e  Riv e r ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 7 7
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

K e i t h  G a s t f i e l d  
1 1 0 0 1  f o r e s t  Dr.
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 516
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

J o h n  C a r l i
P.O. B o x  9 1 123
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9509
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

M a r c  V i e n s
2 0 8 0  W a l d r o n  W a y
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 7 - 1 3 4 4
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

K i r b y  B r o w n
1 1 5 1 1  T a r g h e e  L o o p
E a g l e  R i v e r ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 7 7
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

R e b e c c a  L o n g  
3 4 3 6  U p l a n d  Dr.
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 504
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

A a r o n  H a s t i n g s  
8 4 0 1  J u p i t e r  Dr.
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 507
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

A n c h o ra g e ,  A la s k a  99504
PO SIT IO N  STATEMENT: S u p p o r te d  SJR 3 4 .
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J i m  C a n n
107 S t e w a r t  S t r e e t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

K e n  S m i t h
47 0 5  E. 1 1 2 t h  Ave.
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 6
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

C h a r l e s  M a r t i n
3 4 4 0  K a c h e m a k  C i r c l e
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 1
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e a r  arms.

D o u g  B e c k e r  
3 3 2 4  D i c k s o n  Dr.
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 4
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e a r  arms.

J o h a n n  H a m e r s k i ,  P r e s i d e n t
B e a r  V a l l e y  C o m m u n i t y  C o u n c i l
P.O. B o x  1 1 0 3 7 1
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 1
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

D a v e  W o l f e  .
8 2 1 1  P i o n e e r  Dr.
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

J i m  F a r r
39 4 5  G e n e v a  P l a c e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9508
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34 a n d  c o n c e a l e d  c a r r y
l e g i s l a t i o n .

J e r r y  F o g g
5 7 1 3  J e n n i f e r  C i r c l e
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 4 - 4 3 4 1
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e a r  arms.

M a r k  P h i l l i p s
1314 B i r c h w o o d  S t r e e t
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 8
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e a r  a r m s  a n d  t h e
r i g h t  t o  c o n c e a l e d  ca r r y .

A C T I O N  N A R R A T I V E

T A P E  93-38, S I D E  A  
N u m b e r  001
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C h a i r m a n  L e m a n  c a l l e d  t h e  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
m e e t i n g  t o  o r d e r  at 6:34 p.m. D u e  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  a quorum, 
h e  a n n o u n c e d  t h i s  m e e t i n g  w o u l d  b e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t a k i n g  
p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y .  H e  a n n o u n c e d  S J R  1 ( R I G H T  T O  K E E P  A N D  B E A R  
ARMS) a n d  S J R  34 (RIGHT T O  K E E P  A N D  B E A R  A R M S . )

P O R T I A  B A B C O C K ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  A i d e  f o r  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s ,  
e x p l a i n e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  S J R  1 a n d  S J R  34.

S E N A T O R  D O N L E Y  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  e f f o r t  for the 
p a s t  10 y e a r s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  
t o  k e e p  a r m s  in A l a s k a .  T h i s  is p a r t  o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t  to 
s t r e n g t h e n  r;tate c o n s t i t u t i o n s .

S E N A T O R  H A L F O R D  s a i d  t h a t  m o s t  p o l i t i c a l  h e a d s  of p o l i c e  
d e p a r t m e n t s  a r e  f o r  g u n  c o n t r o l  a n d  h e  t h o u g h t  t h e  
c o m p r o m i s i n g  l a n g u a g e  in S J R  1 w o u l d n ' t  g e t  t h e m  a n y w h e r e .

B R I A N  J U DY, N a t i o n a l  R i f l e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  
c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  l a n g u a g e  of  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  
s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

Mr. J u d y  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  c a m e  f r o m  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  
l e a d e r s ,  n e t  t h e  r a n k  a n d  f i l e  p o l i c e  w h o  a r e  a f r a i d  to 
e x p r e s s  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s .

H e  s a i d  w e  d o  n o t  n e e d  t o  r e g u l a t e  a r m s  u s a g e ,  b u t  t o  p e n a l i z e  
t h e  c r i m i n a l  m i s u s e  o f  f i r e a r m s .  T h e r e  is a n e e d  f o r  
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  b e c a u s e  f e d e r a l  l a w s  r e g a r d i n g  w e a p o n s  a r e  
c o n t r a d i c t o r y .

C H R I S  S U L L I V A N ,  N R A  m e m b e r ,  s u p p o r t e d  Mr. J u d y ' s  t e s t i m o n y .  
H e  a d d e d  t h a t  e v e n  w i t h  o u r  o p e n  c a r r y  law, it w o u l d n ' t  m e a n  
m u c h  u n l e s s  t h e r e  w e r e  c o n c e a l e d  c a r r y  p e r m i t s  a v a i l a b l e  to 
t h o s e  w h o  r e a s o n a b l y  n e e d  them. H e  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

A A R O N  S H U L E R ,  N R A  m e m b e r ,  s u p p o r t e d  Mr. J u d y ' s  t e s t i m o n y  
r e g a r d i n g  c o n c e a l e d  c a r r y  p e r m i t s  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

N u m b e r  275

S T E V E  L O R D  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. He  t h o u g h t  t h a t  it w a s  a r i g h t  
o f  a l a w  a b i d i n g  c i t i z e n  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  c a r r y  a c o n c e a l e d  
w e a p o n .

D O U G  E I S C H E N  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  s a i d  h e  m i g h t  n o t  be  a l i v e  
t o d a y  if he  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a w e a p o n  c o n c e a l e d  w h e n  h i s  s t o r e  w a s  
b r o k e n  into.

L L O Y D  B A R R U S  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  s a i d  w e  h a v e  a r i g h t  to be

#SJR1
#SJR34
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J A C K  R A M E Y ,  t e s t i f y i n g  v i a  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e , s u p p o r t e d  t h e  r i g h t  
t o  b e a r  a rms.

L A R R Y  S H O O S H A N I A N ,  t e s t i f y i n g  v i a  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e ,  s u p p o r t e d  
S J R  34. H e  t h o u g h t  it w a s  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  
g u n s  p r o t e c t  h i m  f r o m  h i s  o w n  g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  is c o r r u p t .

L O R R A I N E  J O N E S ,  t e s t i f y i n g  v i a  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  
34. S h e  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e d  in t h e  2 n d  a m e n d m e n t  r i g h t s .  N o t  
o n l y  s h o u l d  y o u  h a v e  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  y o u r  f a m i l y  a g a i n s t  
o u t s i d e  d a n g e r ,  y o u  a l s o  n e e d  i t  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a 
h o s t i l e  g o v e r n m e n t .

B O B  B R U M L O W ,  t e s t i f y i n g  v i a  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e ,  s a i d  h i s  s t u d e n t s  
in A n c h o r a g e  a r e  v e r y  .concerned a b o u t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e m s e l v e s .  H e  s a i d  w e a p o n s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  d e f e n s e  o f  
p e r s o n s  a n d  c o u n t r y .  H e  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

N u m b e r  450

G A R Y  K U HN, s a i d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  k e e p  a n d  b e a r  a r m s  b y  l a w  a b i d i n g  
c i t i z e n s  n e e d s  to  b e  p r e s e r v e d .  H e  s a i d  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  t a l k  
t o  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  a b o u t  t h i s  issue.

S E N A T O R  D O N L E Y  s u p p o r t e d  t h a t  t h o u g h t  a n d  a d d e d  t h e y  s h o u l d  
t a l k  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  P u b l i c  
S a f e t y ,  a n d  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f ice.

T A P E  9 3 - 3 8 ,  S I D E  B 
N u m b e r  0 0 1

R A N D Y  S M I T H  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  l a n g u a g e  in S J R  34.

R U S S E L L  K E L L  t h o u g h t  t h e  U.S. w a s  b e c o m i n g  a p o l i c e  s t a t e  a n d  
s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

D A V I D  R O G E R S ,  u r g e d  A l a s k a n s  t o  m a k e  a s t a t e m e n t  a n d  t o  
s u p p o r t  S J R  34.

B I L L Y  T O I E N ,  A l a s k a n  L i b e r t a r i a n ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. He  s a i d  
L i b e r t a r i a n s  b e l i e v e  in t h e  A m e r i c a n s  r i g h t  t o  d e c i d e  h o w  b e s t  
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .  
T h e  p o l i c e  d o  n o t  p r o v i d e  s e c u r i t y  i n  o u r  ho m e s .

W I L L I A M  Y O U N G  s a i d  h e  w a s  r a i s e d  w h e r e  a g u n  w a s  p a r t  of  a 
f a m i l i e s '  t o o l s .  H e  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  r i g h t  to b e a r  arms.

M I C H A E L  N O L E N ,  N R A  m e m b e r  a n d  c e r t i f i e d  i n s t r u c t o r  s u p p o r t e d  
S J R  34. H e  s a i d  a d e f e n s e l e s s  c i t i z e n  w o u l d  b e  a t  t h e  m e r c y  
o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l  e l e m e n t .  T h e  p o l i c e  c a n ' t  p r o t e c t  e a c h

a b le  t o  p r o t e c t  o u r  f a m i l i e s .
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i n d i v i d u a l ,  so t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  m u s t  be a b l e  t o  d e f e n d  h i m s e l f  
a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  b y  a r m e d  f o r o e  if n e c e s s a r y .

J E F F  NOLEN, N R A  m e m b e r ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

R O B E R T  R A PP, N R A  m e m b e r ,  s a i d  t h i s  c o u n t r y  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  as 
a r e p u b l i c .  T h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  a n  a r m y  
b e c a u s e  it r e p r e s e n t s  a p o w e r  t h a t  c o u l d  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  
c o u n t r y .  T h e  s t a t e s  s h o u l d  h a v e  m i l i t i a s .  H e  s u p o o r t e d  S J R  
34.

K E N N E T H  L O W E R  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  s a i d  t h e  B i l l  of  R i g h t s  
g i v e s  c i t i z e n s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e a r  a r m s  a g a i n s t  its g o v e r n m e n t .  
T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  c a n  b e  t r u s t e d  l e s s  n o w  t h a n  w h e n  it w a s  f i r s t  
sta r t e d .
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D A N I E L  S T O N E  s a i d  t h e  B i l l  o f  R i g h t s  p r o t e c t s  t h e  s t a t e s  
a g a i n s t  the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  H e  s a i d  S J R  34 is e x t r e m e l y  
c r i t i c a l  at t h i s  poi n t .

R O N  H A M M A N ,  N R A  m e m b e r ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  s a i d  w h e n  c a n s  
g o  t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  w o r s h i p ,  w h i c h  is w h y  o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s  c a m e  
to  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  is g o i n g  t o  go  also.

J O H N  L A W S O N  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  u s e d  l i q u o r  p r o h i b i t i o n  as 
a n  e x a m p l e  of w h a t  g u n  p r o h i b i t i o n  w o u l d  do. I t  w o u l d  c r e a t e  
a c o m m o d i t y ,  h e  said, w h i c h  w o u l d n ' t  w o r k .  W e  n e e d  t o  l o o k  
a t  t h e  r e a l  p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  a r e  m o r a l  a n d  e t h i c a l .

N u m b e r  325

P A U L  MO O R E ,  N R A  m e m b e r ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. W e  n e e d  to  s e n d  a 
m e s s a g e  to t h e  c r i m i n a l  e l e m e n t  t h a t  w e  a r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  " s i t  
t h e r e  a n d  r o l l  o v e r  a n d  d i e . "  L a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  c a n ' t  b e  
e v e r y w h e r e  a t  once. I t  is o u r  r i g h t  t o  p r o t e c t  o u r  p r o p e r t y ,  
h e  said.

D A N  M C K N I G H T ,  N R A  m e m b e r ,  s a i d  g u n  c o n t r o l  is o n e  s t e p  c l o s e r  
to  o n e  w o r l d  g o v e r n m e n t .  H e  s a i d  h e  w i l l  n e v e r  g i v e  u p  guns.
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D E R E K  E D M O N D S O N ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34 a n d  o p p o s e d  S J R  1. H e  s a i d  
t h e  l a w  c a n n o t  p r o t e c t  y o u  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  c r i m e  h a s  o c c u r r e d .  
P e o p l e  n e e d  a m e t h o d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s  u n t i l  t h e  p o l i c e  
a r r i v e .

J A C K  IVY, N R A  m e m b e r ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

J O N  H O D G E S  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c a r r y  a c o n c e a l e d  w e a p o n .
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T h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y  n e e d  t h e  r i g h t  to p r o t e c t  
t h e m s e l v e s .  W e  c a n ' t  c o u n t  on the g o v e r n m e n t  t o  d o  it.

D A N I E L  H A W K I N S  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  r i g h t  to b e a r  arms.

E R I C  G R O S C H  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  it is t h e  r i g h t  o f  c i t i z e n s  to 
b e a r  arms. . T h e  r e a s o n  t h e r e  is c r i m e  is n o t  t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  
o f  w e a p o n s .  It ' s  b e c a u s e  p e o p l e  d o n ' t  k n o w  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
b e t w e e n  r i g h t  a n d  w r o n g .  H e  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

S E N A T O R  D O N L E Y  c l a r i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  h e  l e f t  m i l i t i a  in 
h i s  b i l l  is b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  r e q u e s t e d  to p r e s e r v e  r e f e r e n c e  to 
i t  in t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  p e o p l e  in t h e  s t a t e  
m i l i t i a .
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J O H N  A S Z M U N ,  N R A  m e m b e r ,  s a i d  h e  f e a r s  d a n g e r  f r o m  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  i f  c i t i z e n s  a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  to h a v e  guns.

G E R A L D  K L I E N  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  t h o u g h t  t h e  2 n d  a m e n d m e n t  
is t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a m e n d m e n t  of  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  
w i t h o u t  it t h e r e  is n o  c o n s t i t u t i o n .

B E N  C L A Y T O N ,  N R A  m e m b e r ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  s u p p o r t e d  the 
2 n d  A m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

T A P E  93-39, S I D E  A  
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B E A R  CLAW, E a g l e  R i v e r ,  A l a s k a ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  h a s  b e e n  
a h u n t i n g  g u i d e  a n d  t r a p p e r  f o r  20 y e a r s .  H e  b e l i e v e s  in t h e  
r i g h t  to  c a r r y  a n d  c o n c e a l  f o r  a l l  l a w  a b i d i n g  c i t i z e n s .

K E L L Y  SMITH s a i d  w h e n  t h e  2 n d  a m e n d m e n t  w a s  w r i t t e n  so t h a t  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h a d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  k e e p  a n d  b e a r  a r ms. O n l y  
r e c e n t  h i s t o r y  h a s  r e l e g a t e d  t h a t  r i g h t  t o  g o v e r n m e n t  
m i l i t i a s .  C i t i z e n s  s h o u l d  h a v e  f i n a l  r e c o u r s e  a g a i n s t  a 
t y r a n n i c a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  H e  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

D A V I D  D O R R I N G  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

M I K E  I’U L I S  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34 a n d  n o t  S J R  1. O u r  r i g h t s  a r e  not 
t o  b e  c o m p r o m i s e d ,  b e c a u s e . t h e n  t h e y  b e c o m e  p r i v i l e g e s  g r a n t e d  
b y  t h e  state. C r i m i n a l  m i s u s e  is t h e  p r o b l e m .  H e  s a i d  m a n y  
c r i m i n a l s  w o u l d  b e  c r e a t e d  if t h e r e  was" a p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  
guns.

B R U C E  W E I S M A N ,  N R A  m e m b e r ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. C i t i z e n s  s h o u l d  
h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c a r r y  c o n c e a l e d  w e a p o n s .
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W I L L I A M  W A T S O N  s a i d  h e  h a s  t a l k e d  t o  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  in 
h i s  s h o p  in M u l d o o n  a n d  h a s  n o t  m e t  o n e  w h o  s h o u l d  r e a l l y  n o t  
h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  k e e p  a n d  b e a r  arms. S h e  s a i d  h e  h a s  t a l k e d  
t o  v i c t i m s  of  a l o t  o f  c r i m e s  a n d  n o t  o n e  o f  t h e m  h a d  b e e n  
a r m e d .  H e  h a s  t a l k e d  t o  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  s t o p p e d  r a p e s  a n d  
o t h e r  c r i m e s  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  h a p p y  t h e y  h a d  a f i r e  a r m  to s t o p  
it. P e o p l e  n e e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t o  
p r o t e c t  o t h e r s  a g a i n s t  c r i m i n a l s .

W A L T E R  H A R G I S  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  t h o u g h t  S J R  1 w a s  
a m b i g u o u s .

K R I S T I N A  C A R L S O N  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. S h e  s a i d  a n  a r m e d  s o c i e t y  
is a r e s p e c t a b l e  s o c i e t y .  S h e  s a i d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e a r  a r m s  is 
o n e  o f  o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s .  S h e  s a i d  c h i l d r e n  a r e  n o t  
t a u g h t  in s c h o o l  t h a t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  g i v e s  t h e m  t h e  r i g h t  
t o  b e a r  arms.

G A R Y  C A R L S O N  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  S J R  34. H e  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  
a c o n c e a l e d  w e a p o n s  law. H e  n o t e d  t h a t  o n l y  2 0 %  o f  t h e  w o r l d  
is free. T h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  a r e  u n d e r  c o m m u n i s m  o r  
t y r a n n y  o r  d i c t a t o r s h i p  a n d  d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e a r  arms.

K E V I N  C A R L S O N  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  s a i d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  c a n n o t  
b e  t r u s t e d  w h i c h  is w h y  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s u p p o r t s  t h e  r i g h t  
t o  b e a r  arms.

J I M  E L S A N  s a i d  h e  t h o u g h t  t h e  r e a s o n  p e o p l e  w e r e  t a k i n g  m o r e  
n o t i c e  of  c r i m e  is t h a t  it is b e i n g  r e p o r t e d .  H e  is n o t  f o r  
a n y  t a x e s  o r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  f i r e  a r m s  o r  a m m u n i t i o n .  H e  
s u p p o r t s  t h e  r i g h t  to c a r r y  c o n c e a l e d  w e a p o n s .
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A L L E N  D U B O R D  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  3 4.

K E I T H  G A S T F I E L D  s a i d  t h e  j u d i c i a r y  is t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p a r t  of  
o u r  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  l e g a l  g u n  o w n e r  is d e f i n e d  b y  S J R  34 a n d  
h e  s u p p o r t s  it. H e  s a i d  t h e  b i g g e s t  g u n  p r o b l e m  is w i t h  
j u v e n i l e s  a n d  j u v e n i l e s  w h o  d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  to  h a n d l e  g u n s  a n d  
d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

J O H N  CARLI, E a g l e  R i v e r ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  s a i d  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  is to  e n f o r c e  laws, n o t  p r o t e c t  
you.

M A R C  V I E N S ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  P a r t n e r s  I n  P r o f i t ,  s a i d  t h a t  a g u n  b a n  
is a p r e c u r s o r  t o  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  t h e  w a y  y o u  w o r s h i p ,  w h e r e  
y o u  m e e t ,  etc. H e  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

WAYNE WATT s u p p o r te d  SJR 3 4 .
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K I R B Y  BROWN, N R A  m e m b e r ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. b e c a u s e  i t ' s  t h e  
c l e a r e s t  l a n g u a g e  h e  h a s  s e e n  so far. H e  w o u l d  l i k e  i t  t o  b e  
e v e n  c l e a r e r  o n  i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t s .

J O H N  D I C K E N S  s a i d  n i n e  y e a r s  a g o  a f t e r  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  m u r d e r ,  
h e  h a d  to d r a w  a w e a p o n  t w i c e  to  p r e s e r v e  h i s  o w n  l i f e  from' 
t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  k i l l e d  him. . B e c a u s e  h e  c a r r i e s  a l a r g e  a m o u n t  
o f  c a s h  r e g u l a r l y  f r o m  is l o d g e  t o  t h e  b a n k ,  h e  a s k e d  
T a l k e e t n a  p o l i c e  f o r  a d v i c e .  T h e y  t o l d  h i m  t o  g e t  a g u n  a n d  
p r a c t i c e  w i t h  it.

R O N  B R O W N  s a i d  h e  h a s  s e e n  t o o  m a n y  l i b e r t i e s  t a k e n  a w a y  f r o m  
us. H e  t h i n k s  w e  s h o u l d  a l w a y s  b e  a b l e  t o  b e a r  a r m s  w h e n  w e  
w a n t  t o  - t h e  w a y  it w a s  in t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  H e  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  
34.

R E B E C C A  L O N G  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

A A R O N  H A S T I N G S ,  p a r t - t i m e  e m p l o y e e  a t  a g u n  s h op, s t r o n g l y  
s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  s a i d  w h e n  h e  w a s  in t h e  M a r i n e s  h e  t o o k  
an  o a t h  to p r o t e c t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f r o m  
e n e m i e s  b o t h  f o r e i g n  a n d  d o m e s t i c .  H e  v i e w s  t h a t  as a n y o n e  
w h o  is t r y i n g  to  t a k e  a w a y  h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  t o  k e e p  
a n d  b e a r  a r m s  a n d  a n y  o t h e r  f r e e d o m s  h e  h a s .

J I M  CANN, N R A  m e m b e r ,  f u l l y  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  s a i d  t h a t  
w h e n e v e r  a c r i m e  is c o m m i t t e d  t h e  p o l i c e  c a n ' t  s t o p  it. T h e  
o n l y  p e r s o n  w h o  c a n  s t o p  it is a n  i n d i v i d u a l  if h e  h a s  t h e  
f i r e  a r m s  a v a i l a b l e .

T A P E  93-39, S I D E  B 
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MR. C A N N  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  in S w i t z e r l a n d  a l l  m a l e s  f r o m  t h e  t i m e  
t h e y  a r e  18 y e a r s  o l d  t i l l  54, t h e y  a r e  in a s t a n d - b y  army. 
T h e y  h a v e  t o  keep, a t  l e a s t ,  a f i r e  a r m  in t h e i r  h o m e .  T h e y  
h a v e  t h e  l o w e s t  c r i m e  r a t e  o f  a n y  n a t i o n .

K E N  S M I T H  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  s a i d  a l l  o f  o u r  r i g h t s  a r e  
g o d - g i v e n .  T h e  o n l y  o n e s  w e  d o n ' t  h a v e  a r e  t h e  o n e s  o u r  
g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  t a k e n  a w a y  f r o m  us.

C H A R L E S  M A R T I N  s a i d  h e  w a s  b o r n  a n d  r a i s e d  i n  N e w  Y o r k  City. 
H e  s a i d  g u n  l a w s  d o  n o t h i n g  to t h e  c r i m i n a l ,  b u t  m o s t l y  a f f e c t  
l a w - a b i d i n g  c i t i z e n s .  H e  s u p p o r t s  a n y  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  
s u p p o r t s  h i s  r i g h t  t o  d e f e n d  h i m s e l f .

D O U G  B E C K E R  s a i d  t h a t  r e c e n t l y  h e  h a d  t h e  o c c a s i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  
h i m s e l f  w i t h  a g u n  t w o  m o n t h s  ago. H e  is v e r y  t h a n k f u l  h e  h a d  
t h e  r i g h t  t o  o w n  a n d  k e e p  t h a t  f i r e  arm.
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J O H A N N  H A M E R S K I , P r e s i d e n t ,  B e a r  V a l l e y  C o m m u n i t y  C o u n c i l ,  
s a i d  m o s t  of t h e m  s u p p o r t  S J R  34. H e  s a i d  h i s  w i f e  h a d  t o  
f i g h t  b a c k  a v i o l e n t  r a p i s t  w i t h  a p i s t o l  a n u m b e r  of y e a r s  
ago. H e  h a s  a l s o  s t o p p e d  a n o t h e r  r a p e  w i t h  t h e  u s e  of a gun. 
H e  a l s o  s a v e d  h i m s e l f  f r o m  a c a r  j a c k i n g  in F l o r i d a  w h e n  h e  
p u l l e d  o u t  a p i s t o l .

D A V E  W O L F E  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

J I M  FARR, A t t o r n e y ,  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of  t h e  2 n d  
a m e n d m e n t .  H e  s u p p o r t e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  s t r e n g t h e n  it. 
H e  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  a c o n c e a l e d  c a r r y  s t a t u t e .  H e  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  
34. H e  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  a h a b i t u a l  c r i m i n a l  s t a t u t e  in A l a s k a .

J E R R Y  F O G G  s a i d  t h e  i n f r i n g e m e n t  o n  o u r  r i g h t s  to k e e p  a n d  
b e a r  a r m s  is a l l o w i n g  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  t a k e  over. P e o p l e  w h o  
c o m m i t  c r i m e s  s h o u l d  b e  p u n i s h e d .  I t  is n o t  t h e  g u n s  t h a t  
c o m m i t  c r i mes.

M A R K  P H I L L I PS s u p p o r t e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e a r  arms. He  a l s o  
t h o u g h t  w e  h a v e  a r i g h t  t o  c o n c e a l e d  carry.

S E N A T O R  L E M A N  t h a n k e d  e v e r y o n e  f o r  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  
a d j o u r n e d  t h e  m e e t i n a  a t  9 : 3 0  p.m.
■Utr
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S E N A T E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E  
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  
O c t o b e r  23, 1993 

3 : 0 0  P.M.

M E M B E R S  P R E S E N T

S e n a t o r  L o r e n  L e m a n ,  C h a i r m a n  

M E M B E R S  A B S E N T

S e n a t o r  M i k e  M i l l e r ,  V i c e  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t o r  R o b i n  T a y l o r  
S e n a t o r  J o h n n y  E l l i s  
S e n a t o r  J i m  D u n c a n

C O M M I T T E E  C A L E N D A R

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 1
P r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t  t o  k e e p  a n d  b e a r  arms.

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 34
P r o p o s i n g  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  of  
A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t  t o  k e e p  a n d  b e a r  arms.

P R E V I O U S  S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  A C T I O N

S J R  1 - S e e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  m i n u t e s  d a t e d  9 / 1 7 / 9 3

,S J R  34 - S e e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  m i n u t e s  d a  t e d  9 / 1 7 / 9 3 .

W I T N E S S  R E G I S T E R

B r a d  B r a d n e y  
P.O. B o x  1 6 0 1  
K e n a i ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 1
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

W e s l e y  J o n e s  
P.O. B o x  535 
S e w a r d ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 4
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

M i c h a e l  M o o t e r  
P . O . B o x  1 0 4 1  
S e w a r d ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 4
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

G o r d o n  K e s s l i n g  
P.O. B o x  32 
Se w a r d ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 4
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P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.
A m a n u e l  D a b n e y  
P.O. B o x  665 
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 4
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

A l v i n  B a y e r  
P.O. B o x  28 2 2  
Hom e r ,  A l a s k a  99603 •
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

T i m  S m i t h  
P.O. B o x  4 3 9 3  
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

R u s s  M o r r i s o n  
P.O. B O X  4623 
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 4
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

T o m  V o g e l
2707 W i l d w o o d  Dr., #32 
Kenai, A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 1
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

R i c h a r d  D u b e n d o r f  
^  P.O. B o x  67

S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

R o l a n d  C u s s o n  
295 R i v e r s i d e  
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

V e r n o n  T h o r n t o n  
P.O. B o x  16
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

M a y  A l i c e  H o p k i n s
P.O. B o x  2 1 9 1
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

M i k e  M a t h e w s
P.O. 3 o x  3 0 8 6
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

H e n r y  M o s e r
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P.O. B o x  697
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34

T h o m a s  E l i a s o n  
P.O. B o x  703 
S e w a r d ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 4  
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34

S t e v e n  H. M u s s m a n  
373 W e s t  V i n e  Ave.
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34

B o b  B e n e d i c t  
P.O. B o x  32 1 6  
Kenai, A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 1  
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

J e n e a n e  B e n e d i c t  
P.O. B o x  3216 
Kenai, A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 1  
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34

B i l l  B o l e s
H C S  B o x  9 1 1
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34

J i m  J e n c k e s  
616 M a p l e  Dr.
Ke n a i ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 1  
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34

D a v e  B e a r
P.O. B O X  3 9 2 8 3
N i n i l c h i k ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 3 9
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34

M i k e  D e n i s o n  
4 4 6 7 5  W o o d e d  L a n e  
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

S p e n c e r  W y m a n  
2 8 0 0  B e a v e r  L p . , #9 
K e n a i ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 1  
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T : S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34

J i m  C o o p e r
248 W. C r e s t  Dr.
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9
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R a l p h  D i l l o n ,  Sr.
P.O. B o x  1023
S t e r l i n g ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 7 2
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

K e n n e t h  R o b e r t s  
P.O. B o x  626 
S t e r l i n g ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 7 2
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

B i l l  B a u c u m  
P.O. B o x  1 5 9 5 - 2  
K e n a i ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 1
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

R o b e r t  H e n s l e r  
3 5 8 6 0  S i l v e r  Ave.
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

L e e  M a r t i n  
P.O. B o x  743 
H o m e r ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 0 3
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

S t e r l i n g  E i d e  
P.O. B o x  1 5 1  
K e n a i ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 1
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

M i c h a e l  M a s t e r s
H C R - 1 ,  B o x  1 4 8 0
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

J i m  W e l b o r n  
H C  01, B o x  81 
K e n a i ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 3 1
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

B e v  W e l b o r n  
H C  01, B O X  81 
K e n a i ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 1
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

G r e g  R e s e r  
4 4 1 2 0  M c L e a n  Ct.
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

P O S IT IO N  STATEMENT: S u p p o r te d  SJR 3 4 .
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C a l v i n  C a r y  
P.O. B o x  41 5 3  
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

J a m e s  C h a p m a n  
H C  1, B o x  15 0 2  
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

D i a n n a  C h a p m a n  
H C  1, B o x  1 5 0 2  
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

G a r y  C a d d  
F.O. B o x  1 9 9 5  
K e n a i ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 1
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

M i m i  T o l v a  
P.O. B o x  2 1 1 7  
H o m e r ,  A l a s k a  99603
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

S h a w n  R o b e r t s
H C  1, B o x  8 2 2 5
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  S u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

A C T I O N  N A R R A T I V E

T A P E  93 - 3 4 ,  S I D E  A  
N u m b e r  001

C H A I R M A N  L E M A N  c a l l e d  t h e  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
m e e t i n g  to  o r d e r  a t  3 : 0 0  p.m. Due t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  a q u o r u m  t h e  
m e e t i n g  w a s  c o n v e n e d  as  a w o r k  s e s s i o n  t o  t a k e  p u b l i c  
t e s t i m o n y  o n  S J R  1 ( R I G H T  T O  K E E P  A N D  B E A R  A R M S )  a n d  S J R  34 
( R I G H T  T O  K E E P  A N D  B E A R  A R MS) to b e  u p  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

B R A D  B R A D N E Y ,  Ke n a i ,  a s k e d  if t h i s  w a s  t h e  e x a c t  l a n g u a g e  
t h a t  w o u l d  b e  a d o p t e d .  S e n a t o r  L e m a n  s a i d  it w a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  
a m e n d  it s t i l l ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  f i t s  i n  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n .

P O R T I A  B A B C O C K ,  s t a f f  f o r  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s ,  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  bi l l s .  T h e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n s  a r e  
i d e n t i c a l ,  b u t  S J R  1 h a s  a s e c o n d  s e c t i o n  w h i c h  h a s  a m b i g u o u s  
a n d  r i s k y  l a n g u a g e  a c c o r d i n g  to  a l e g a l  o p i n i o n  f r o m  LAA. S J R  
34 h a s  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  is c l e a r e r ,  s h e  said, a n d  is s u p p o r t e d  
b y  S e n a t o r  Lem a n ,  o t h e r  S e n a t o r s ,  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .
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HR. B R A D N E Y  o p p o s e d  S J R  1 a n d  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  a g r e e d  
t h a t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  in S J R  1 w a s  u n c l e a r .

N u m b e r  175

W E S L E Y  J O N E S ,  S e w a r d s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

M I C H A E L  M O O T E R ,  S e w a r d ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

G O R D O N  K E S S L I N G ,  S e w a r d ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

A M A N U E L  C. D A B N E Y ,  S o l d o t n a ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

A L V I N  B A Y E R ,  H o m e r ,  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

T I M  S M I T H ,  S o l d o t n a ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

R U S S  M O R R I S O N ,  S o l d o t n a ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

N u m b e r  217

T O M  V O G E L ,  K e n a i ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

N u m b e r  370

R I C H A R D  D U B E N D O R F , S o l d o t n a ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  a s k e d  w h y  
t h e  l a n g u a g e  w a s  n e e d e d  f o r  c o u r t  s u p p o r t  o f  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t .  
MS. B A B C O C K  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  at  t h e  t i m e  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  d e c i d e d  
t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  g o  a n y  f u r t h e r  w i t h  t h e  b i l l  w i t h o u t  t h e  
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e ,  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  a n d  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  of  Law. T h e y  f e l t  t h i s  l a n g u a g e  w a s  n e e d e d .

R O L A N D  C U S S O N ,  S o l d o t n a ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

N u m b e r  425

V E R N O N  T H O R N T O N ,  S o l d o t n a ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

M A Y  A L I C E  H O P K I N S ,  S o l d o t n a ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

M I K E  M A T H E W S ,  S o l d o t n a ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  s a i d  t h e  i d e a  
w a s  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  r i g h t  to  b e a r  a r m s  w h i c h  S J R  34 d o e s  b e s t .

N u m b e r  475

H E N R Y  M O S E R ,  ^ o l d o t n a ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

T H O M A S  E L I A S O N ,  S e w a r d ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

S T E V E N  H. M U S S M A N ,  S o l d o t n a ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.
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B O B  B E N E D I C T ,  Kenai, s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  has 
h e l p e d  c a t c h  t w o  b u r g l a r s ,  a n d  it w a s  o n l y  b e c a u s e  he  h a d  a 
gun. T h e  b a d  g u y s  h a v e  t h e m  a n d  t h e  g o o d  g u y s  n e e d  t h e m  too. 
H e  s u g g e s t e d  w e  e n a c t  l a w s  l i k e  E n g l a n d  h a s  t h a t  g i v e  t e n  
y e a r s  a t  t h e  s t a r t  j u s t  f o r  u s i n g  a g u n  a n d  t h e n  a d d  o n  t h e  
p e n a l t y  f o r  t h e  c r i m e  b e s i d e s .

J E N E A N E  B E N E D I C T ,  Kenai, s u p p o r t e d  SJR. 34. S h e  s a i d  she 
a l w a y s  c a r r i e s  a h a n d  g u n  to p r o t e c t  h e r  life.

T A P E  93-34, S I D E  B 
N u m b e r  001

B I L L  BO L E S ,  S o l d o t n a ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

J I M  J E N C X E S ,  Kenai, s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34, b e c a u s e  S J R  1 is n o t  
c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n .

D A V E  BEAR, N i n i l c h i k ,  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

N u m b e r  100

M I K E  D E N I S O N ,  S o l d o t n a ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

S P E N C E R  W Y M A N ,  Kenai, s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

J I M  C O O P E R ,  S o l d o t n a ,  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

R A L P H  D I L L O N ,  SR., S t e r l i n g ,  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e
s a i d  h e  s t a r t e d  t a k i n g  h i s  k i d s  h u n t i n g  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  5 y e a r s
o l d  a n d  h e  t a u g h t  t h e m  t h e  r i g h t  w a y  t o  u s e  a gun.

K E N N E T H  R O B E R T S ,  S t e r l i n g ,  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

B I L L  B A U C U M ,  Kenai, s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

R O B E R T  H E N S L E R ,  S o l d o t n a ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  s a i d  h e  s e l l s  
f i r e a r m s .

N u m b e r  200

L E E  M A R T I N ,  H o m e r ,  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

S T E R L I N G  E I D E ,  Kenai, s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

M I C H A E L  M A S T E R S ,  S o l d o t n a ,  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

J I M  W E L B O R N ,  Kenai, s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

B E V  W E L B O R N ,  Kenai, s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. S h e  s a i d  s h e  w a n t e d  to
b e  a b l e  t o  p r o t e c t  h e r s e l f  a n d  h e r  t h r e e  d a u g h t e r s  w h i l e  h e r  
h u s b a n d  w a s  gone.
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G R E G  R E S E R ,  S o l d o t n a ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34 a n d  o p p o s e d  S J R  1. 

N u m b e r  350

C A L V I N  C ARY, S o l d o t n a ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

J A M E S  C H A P M A N ,  S o l d o t n a ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

D I A N N A  C H A P M A N ,  S o l d o t n a ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

N u m b e r  425

G A R Y  CADD, K e n a i ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34. H e  s a i d  t h a t  o u r  f r e e d o m s  
a r e  u n d e r  a t t a c k  n a t i o n a l l y .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  d i d  n o t  c o n t a i n  a l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  S t a t e  
a n d  so t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  c o u l d  o v e r r i d e  s r a t e  a u t h o r i t y .

M I M I  T O L V A ,  H o m e r ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34 a n d  o p p o s e d  S J R  1.

N u m b e r  500

S H A W N  R O B E R T S ,  S o l d o t n a ,  s u p p o r t e d  S J R  34.

T A P E  93 - 3 5 ,  S I D E  A  
N u m b e r  001

J I M  W E L B O R N  s a i d  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a p r o b l e m  g e t t i n g  g u n s  a w a y  
f r o m  p e o p l e  if a l a w  w a s  p a s s e d  a g a i n s t  t h em. H e  w a s  
c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  p r o h i b i t i n g  a r m s  c o n t r i b u t e d  s u b t l y  t o  t h e  
c o n c e p t  o f  a " w o r l d  o r d e r "  w h i c h  is e x p l a i n e d  in a b o o k  c a l l e d  
T h e  O r d e r .

S E N A T O R  L E M A N  t h a n k e d  e v e r y o n e  f o r  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  
a d j o u r n e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  5 : 0 0  p.m.
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S E N A T E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  

S e p t e m b e r  17, 1993 
6:00 p.m.

M E M B E R S  P R E S E N T

S e n a t o r  L o r e n  Leman, C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t o r  M i k e  M i l ler, V i c e  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t o r  J i m  D u n c a n  ( p a r t i c i p a t e d  

v i a  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  f r o m  J u n eau)

M E M B E R S  A B S E N T

S e n a t o r  R o b i n  T a y l o r  
S e n a t o r  J o h n n y  E l l i s

O T H E R  M E M B E R S  PRESENT'

S e n a t o r  M i k e  M i l l e r

C O M M I T T E E  C A L E N D A R

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 1
P r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
r e l a t i n g  to  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t  to k e e p  a n d  b e a r  a r m s .

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 34
P r o p o s i n g  a n  a m e n d m e n t  to t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
r e l a t i n g  to  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t  t o  k e e p  a n d  b e a r  a r m s .

P R E V I O U S  S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  A C T I O N

S J R  1 - N o  p r e v i o u s  a c t i o n  to record.

S J R  34 - N o  p r e v i o u s  a c t i o n  to  r e c o r d .

W I T N E S S  R E G I S T E R

Ms. A n n e t t e  K r e i t z e r ,  S t a f f  
S e n a t o r  L o r e n  L e m a n  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1

Ms. P o r t i a  B a b c o c k  
7 1 6  W e s t  4th, S u i t e  540 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 1 - 2 1 3 3

Ms. B o n n i e  W i l l i a m s  
A l a s k a  S e c o n d  A m e n d m e n t  C o a l i t i o n  
1 3 3 5  S u n n y s l o p e  R o a d  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9709
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Mr. G a r y  H a m m o n d  
P. O. B o x  7 1 1 3 6  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  99707

Mr. N o e l  N a p o l i l l i ,  C h a i r m a n  
A l a s k a  S e c o n d  A m e n d m e n t  C o a l i t i o n  
2 5 1  N a p o l i l l i  L a n e  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 812

Mr. K e n n e t h  M a a h s  
(no add r e s s )
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K

Mr. L e s  Z e r b e  
356 L o u i s e  L a n e  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9709

Mr. B r u c e  C a m p b e l l
T a n a n a  V a l l e y  S p o r t m e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
P. 0. B o x  8 2 2 4 5  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 708

M i s s  G r a c e  M a a h s  
(no a d d r e s s )
Anchorage, AK

Mr. D o u g l a s  A l b r i g h t  
1 0 8 4  L a k e v i e w  T e r r a c e  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 0 1

Mr. T i m o t h y  B a u m g a r t n e r  
2 0 5 8  L a k e v i e w  T e r r a c e  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 0 1

Mr. D a v i d  W i l l i a m s  
1 3 3 5  S u n n y s l o p e  R o a d  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K * 9 9 7 0 9

M r . T o m  G o r h a m  
4 3 6 9  B i s h o p s  C i r c l e  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 0 9

S u e  W i l k e n ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  C h a i r  
F a i r b a n k s  S c h o o l  B o a r d  
2 6 0 0  R i v e r v i e w  D r i v e  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 709

Mr. S t e v e  C o l b o c h  
823 G o l d s t r e a m  R o a d  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 1 2
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ACTION NARRATIVE

T A P E  93-32, S I D E  A
N u m b e r  001
# S J R 1
#SJR34
C H A I R M A N  L E M A N  called, t h e  S e n a t e  State. A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  to 
o r d e r  a n d  a d v i s e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  c o n v e n e d  as a w o r k  s e s s i o n  to 
r e v i e w  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  a l t h o u g h  p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y  w i l l  b e  t a k e n .

A N N E T T E  K R E I T Z E R ,  S t a f f  t o  C h a i r m a n  Leman, p r e s e n t e d  t h e  s p o n s o r  
s t a t e m e n t  on  h i s  b e h a l f  f o r  S J R  4. S h e  c l a i m e d  t h a t  l a n g u a g e  
c o n t a i n e d  in t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  is a m b i g u o u s  a n d  t h e r e  h a v e  
b e e n  n u m e r o u s  l e g i s l a t i v e  a t t e m p t s  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  r i g h t  o f  an 
i n d i v i d u a l  to o w n  a f i r e a r m ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  f i r e a r m .  
F u r t h e r ,  no  A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  d o n e .  In  
c o n c l u d i n g  h e r  c o m m e n t s ,  s h e  s t a t e d  " . . .  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t  of 
A l a s k a n s  t o  o w n  f i r e a r m s  f o r  l e g a l  p u r p o s e s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  l e f t  o p e n  
f o r  u n r e a s o n a b l e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n t r u s i o n  o r  p o t e n t i a l  e r o s i o n  o f  t h a t  
r i g h t  o r  t o  u n c e r t a i n  c o u r t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . "

C H A I R M A N  L E M A N  n o t e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  S J R  34 a n d  S J R  1, a l s o  
u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  S J R  1 c o n t a i n s  a p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  
w o u l d  n o t  c h a n g e  a n y  m u n i c  :.pal l a w  r e l a t e d  t o  f i r e a r m s  +-hat is in 
e f f e c t  o n  t h e  d a t e  o f  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  ^ N o v e m b e r ,  
1994).

N u m b e r  10.33

P O R T I A  B A B C O C K ,  C o m m i t t e e  A i d e  t o  C h a i r m a n  L e m a n ,  s p e a k i n g  o n  h e r  
o w n  b e h a l f  a n d  the NRA, e l a b o r a t e d  o n  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  
r e s o l u t i o n s .  T h e  m a i n  d i f f e r e n c e  b e i n g  S e c t i o n  2, a d d e d  i n  S J R  2 
( r e f e r e n c e d  above) , a n d  t h a t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  d o e  . n o t  e f f e c t  t h e  
j u d i c i a l  s t a n d a r d  of  r e v i e w .

C H A I R M A N  L E M A N  q u e s t i o n e d  M S . B A B C O C K  a b o u t  e x i s t i n g  b o r o u g h  o r  
m u n i c i p a l  l a w s  t h a t  m a y  b e  t r o u b l e s o m e  t o  f i r e a r m  o w n e r s .

MS. B A B C O C K  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e a l e d  w e a p o n s  l a w s  a n d  
o r d i n a n c e s  of m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w e r e  o f  m o s t  c o n c e r n .  W i t h  r e g a r d  to 
t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  of A n c h o r a g e ,  if t h e  s t a t e  e n a c t e d  a c o n c e a l e d  
w e a p o n s  s t a t u t e  w h i c h  w o u l d  a l l o w  c i t i z e n s  t o  c a r r y  c o n c e a l e d  
w e a p o n s ,  it w o u l d  b e  d i r e c t l y  in c o n f l i c t  w i t h  a m u n i c i p a l  
o r d i n a n c e  c u r r e n t l y  in  e f f ect.

S E N A T O R  L E M A N  p r o c e e d e d  t o  c a l l  u p o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p u b l i c  
w i t n e s s e s .

MS. B O N N I E  W I L L I A M S ,  B o a r d  of  D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S e c o n d  
A m e n d m e n t  C o a l i t i o n  (ASAC) t e s t i f i e d  o n  t h e i r  b e h a l f .  S h e  is a l s o  
a l i f e  m e m b e r  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  * R i f l e  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( N R A ) . S h e
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s u p p o r t s  S J R  34, a n d  n o t  S J R  1. S h e  t h o u g h t  a c o n s e r v a t i o n  
e s t i m a t e  w o u l d  b e  t w i c e  as m a n y  f i r e a r m s  as p e o p l e  in A l a s k a ;  and 
in F a i r b a n k s ,  p r o b a b l y  98 p e r c e n t  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  h a v e  at  l e a s t  one 
f i r e a r m .  S h e  c o m m e n t e d  on t h e  h i g h  n u m b e r  o f  f i r e a r m - r e l a t e d  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  b y  w a y  of s u b s i s t e n c e  w h i c h  
i n c l u d e s  all s e a s o n a l  h u n t i n g ,  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  uses. S h e  t h e n  
a d d r e s s e d  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  a n d  p r i v i l e g e s  r e g a r d i n g  
p o s s e s s i o n  o f  f i r e a r m s  a n d  t h e  n e e d  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h a t  f r e e d o m .  She 
s u p p o r t s  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  S J R  34 so t h e  i s s u e  w i l l  be  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  
b a l l o t  for v o t e .

C H A I R M A N  L E M A N  a s k e d  MS. W I L L I A M S  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e a s o n  
t h e y  d o  n o t  s u p p o r t  S J R  1. S h e  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  if t h e  s t a r e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  w a s  a m e n d e d ,  it s h o u l d  t a k e  p r e c e d e n c e  o v e r  l o c a l  or 
m u n i c i p a l  l a w s  a n d  o r d i n a n c e s ;  a n d  s h e  w o u l d  p r e f e r  t h a t  n o t h i n g  be 
l e f t  up  t o  j u d i c i a l  r e v i e w .

N u m b e r  2 0 . 2 1

MR. G A R Y  H A M M O N D  t e s t i f i e d  in s u p p o r t  o f  S J R  34 a n d  in o p p o s i t i o n  
t o  S J R  1. T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  to S J R  1 is b a s e d  on 
l a n g u a g e  in S e c t i o n  29 c o n c e r n i n g  e x i s t i n g  f i r e a r m  l a w s ,  a n d  
d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  s o m e  o t h e r  l a n g u a g e  c o n t a i n e d  in t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  
H e  a l s o  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of  j u d g e s  h a v i n g  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  to 
i n t e r p r e t  t h e  l a w ' s  i n t e n t ;  h e  p r e f e r s  e .plicit l a n g u a g e .

MR. N O E L  N A P O L I L L I ,  C h a i r m a n ,  A l a s k a  S e c o n d  A m e n d m e n t  C o a l i t i o n ,  
s p o k e  in f a v o r  o f  S J R  34 a n d  in o p p o s i t i o n  t o  S J R  1, f o r  t h e  s a m e  
r e a s o n s  s t a t e d  b y  p r e v i o u s  s p e a k e r s .  H e  c o m m e n t e d  on  t h e  n e e d  f o r  
t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  s u c h  as t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l 's 
O f f i c e  i s s u e d  a l e t t e r  i n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  s t a t e  t r o o p e r s  n o t  t o  s i g n  
F o r m  F o u r  f o r  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  a p p l i e d  f o r  C l a s s  I I I  w e a p o n s  
o w n e r s h i p .  T h e  r e a s o n  h e  f e l t  t h i s  w a s  d o n e  w a s  b e c a u s e  t h e
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d o e s n ' t  w a n t  t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  w e a p o n s  
a m o n g  p e o p l e .  H e  h a s  l e t t e r s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  c i r c u l a t e d  t h a t  b e a r
t h i s  out. H e  c o m m e n t e d  t h a t  t h i s  e x a m p l e  i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e
u n r e a s o n a b l e  i n f r i n g e m e n t  b y  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  o r  a n y  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  l i m i t  c i t i z e n s '  
a c c e s s  t o  w e a p o n s  j u s t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o n ' t  l i k e  t h e m .  S J R  34 w o u l d  
h e l p  p r o t e c t  t h e  c i t i z e n s  f r o m  t h a t  k i n d  of  a b u s e  o f  a u t h o r i t y .

MR. K E N N E T H  M A A H S ,  p r i v a t e  i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  w a s  n e x t  t o  t e s t i f y .  
D r a w i n g  f r o m  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  in t h i s  a r ea, h e  b e l i e v e s  a t t e m p t s  to 
r e g u l a t e  g u n  o w n e r s h i p  h a s  n o t  w o r k e d  i n  r e d u c i n g  c r i m e s .  R a t h e r ,  
w h e n  y o u  c u t  t h e  o w n e r s h i p  of  f i r e a r m s  t o  c i t i z e n s ,  t h e  c r i m i n a l s  
h a v e  a l a r g e r  c h a n c e  t o  c o m m i t  c r i m e s .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  a n y t i m e  y o u  
h i n d e r  p e o p l e ' s  r i g h t  t o  d e f e n d  t h e m s e l v e s ,  it b e n e f i t s  t h e
c r i m i n a l s .  H e  f e l t  t h e  p o l i c e  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  a d e q u a t e l y  d :fend t h e  
c i t i z e n s  a g a i n s t  c r i m i n a l s  w i t h  w e a p o n s .  O f  t h e  t w o  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  
he  f a v o r e d  S J R  34; a n d  s t r e s s e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  c l e a r ,  c o n c i s e  
l a n g u a g e  f o r  t h e  a m e n d m e n t .
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N um ber 3 1 .2 3

MR. L E S  Z E R B E  c o m m e n t e d  o n  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a s t a t e ' s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  to  
b e  in a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  w h i c h  is c l e a r  t o  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r i g h t  t o  p r o t e c t  h i m s e l f .  H e  s a i d  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  
f e d e r a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  f r a m e r s  o f  it, w a s  for i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  b e  
a b l e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  t h e i r  o w n  g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  it 
b e c o m e  n e c e s s a r y .  So, p r o v i s i o n s  e x c l u d i n g  c e r t a i n  k i n d s  of 
f i r e a r m s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  i n c l u d e d  in a n y  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  as it w a s  n e v e r  i n t e n d e d  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  t o  b e c o m e  
m o r e  p o w e r f u l  t h a n  its c i t i z e n r y .  H e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  if t h e  l a w  
a l l o w e d  e v e r y o n e  to  c a r r y  a w e a p o n ,  it w o u l d  g o  a l o n g  w a y  in 
p r o t e c t i n g  u s  f r o m  t h e  c r i m i n a l  e l e m e n t  in s o c i e t y .

MR. Z E R B E  s u p p o r t s  S J R  34 w h i c h  w o u l d  p u t  s p e c i f i c  l a n g u a g e  
g u a r a n t e e i n g  f i r e a r m  o w n e r s h i p  in t h e  s t a t e ' s  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e  
l a n g u a g e  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  l a t i t u d e  t o  a l l o w  c o n c e a l e d  w e a p o n s  for 
q u a l i f i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .

C H A I R M A N  L E M A N  a s k e d  h i s  c h o u g h t  a b o u t  l i m i t a t i o n s  p l a c e d  on  
c h i l d r e n  c a r r y i n g  f i r e a r m s  in s c h o o l  a n d  w h a t  h e  w o u l d  c o n s i d e r  a 
"r a s o n a b l e "  r e s t r i c t i o n .  MR. L E S  Z E R B E  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t
" r e a s o n a b l e "  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  s p e c i f i c  age, s u c h  as 18; a n d  c o u l d  
c o n t a i n  o t h e r  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  s u c h  as h a v i n g  a c l e a n  r e c o r d ,  a n d  
h a v i n g  f i r e a r m s  t r a i n i n g .

MR. B R U C E  C A M P B E L L  t e s t i f i e d  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  f a n a n a  V a l l e y  
S p o r t s m e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  in s u p p o r t  o f  e f f o r t s  to c l a r i f y  S e c t i o n  19 
o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  H e  r e f e r e n c e d  t h e  o p i n i o n  f r o m  t h e  
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e  t h a t  " S e c t i o n  19 'in t h e  m o d e r n  j u d i c i a l  
v i e w ' ,  o n l y  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  f o r m  a n a t i o n a l  
g u a r d ,  p o s s i b l y  m i l i t i a " .  T h e y  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t  o p i n i o n  a n d  f i n d  
it e x t r a n e o u s  a n d  t h i n k  it  c o n t r i b u t e s  to t h e  r e a s o n  w h y  f u r t h e r  
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  is n e e d e d .  T h e y  f a v o r  t h e  o l d  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  w a s  o n c e  
S J R  1 ( p r i o r  t o  n e w  c o m p l i c a t e d  l a n g u a g e  b e i n g  added) ; a n d  l i k e  S J R  
34. It is h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  b a s e d  o n  l e g a l  o p i n i o n s  f r o m  o t h e r  
s t a t e s ,  t h a t  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  right, s u c h  as t his, d o e s  n o t  r e s t r i c t  
t h e  p o l i c e  p o w e r  of t h e  state. A s  a n  i n s t r u c t o r  of f i r e a r m s ,  h e  
c o m m e n t e d  o n  t h e  f e m a l e ' s  d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e  a b o u t  s a f e t y  a n d  
p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  area.

N u m b e r  4 0 . 2 0

C H A I R M A N  L E M A N  t h a n k e d  h i m  f o r  t e s t i f y i n g  a n d  a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e  
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  o p i n i o n  w h i c h  h e  r e f e r e n c e d .  MR. C A M P B E L L  
i n d i c a t e d  it w a s  f r o m  f o r m e r  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  N o r m  G o r s u c h  a n d  t h a t  
h e  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a c o p y  to  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  C H A I R M A N  L E M A N  s t a t e d  
t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w o u l d  m a k e  w h a t e v e r  m a t e r i a l s  t h e y  h a v e  a v a i l a b l e  to 
o t h e r s  u p o n  r e q u e s t .

T A P E  93-32, S I D E  B
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N um ber .0 2

M I S S  G R A C E  M A A H S  e x p r e s s e d  h e r  t h o u g h t s  a b o u t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e  
o f  f i r e a r m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t r a i n i n g ,  a n d  r e t a i n i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  
p o s s e s s i o n  for p e r s o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n .

MR. D O U G L A S  A L B R I G H T ,  t w e n t y - t w o  y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  F a i r b a n k s ,  
t e s t i f i e d  in s u p p o r t  o f  S J R  34. H e  f e l t  t h a t  S J R  1 c o n t a i n e d  
f a i r l y  v a g u e  and a m b i g u o u s  l a n g u a g e  w h i c h  w a s  o p e n  t o  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  R e g a r d i n g  c a r r y i n g  f i r e a r m s  in s c h o o l s ,  h e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h a t  a c t i o n  w a s  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  f e d e r a l  O m n i b u s  C r i m e  C o n t r o l  
Act, w h i c h  m a d e  it i l l e g a l  for a n y o n e  t o  c a r r y  f i r e a r m s  i n  s c h o o l  
e x c e p t  f o r  o f f i c i a l  p u r p o s e s  o r  s c h o o l - s p o n s o r e d  a c t i v i t i e s .  He 
e x p r e s s e d  t h e  n e e d  for a c l e a r  a n d  s i m p l e  s t a t e  l a w  in t h i s  area, 
s u c h  as t h a t  c o n t a i n e d  in S J R  34.

MR. T I M O T H Y  B A U M G A R T N E R ,  t w e n t y - t h r e e  r e s i d e n t  o f  F a i r b a n k s ,  s p o k e  
in f a v o r  o f  S J R  34. H e  t r a v e l s  in t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  a n d  is c o n c e r n e d  
a b o u t  r e t a i n i n g  the a b i l i t y  to p r o t e c t  h i m s e l f .  W e a p o n s  in h i s  
h o m e  a r e  u s e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  p u r p o s e s :  t o  h u n t  a n d  p r o v i d e  f o o d  '‘or 
f a m i l i e s ;  to u s e  t h e m  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  t h o s e  t h a t  m i g h t  h a r m  
t hem; a n d  u s e d  as a m e a n s  of  t e a c h i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  
" h a v i n g  f i r e a r m s  is a t r a d i t i o n a l  f r e e d o m "  p r o v i d e d  f o r  b y  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n .

N u m b e r  5 . 1 7  1

MR. D A V I D  W I L L I A M S ,  a l s o  a r e s i d e n t  o f  F a i r b a n k s ,  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  
h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  as it r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o f  w h a t  w a s  c a l l e d  (by B r i t i s h  J u r i s t  S i r  W i l l i a m  B l a c k s t o n e )  "t h e  
c o m m o n  law" w h i c h  l a t e r  b e c a m e  a p a r t  of  A m e r i c a n  l a w  in  t h e  f o r m  
o f  t h e  B i l l  o f  R i g h t s .  H e  p a r a p h r a s e d  S i r  B l a c k s t o n e :  " t h e  r i g h t  
of s e l f  d e f e n s e  is an i n h e r e n t  r i g h t  of  man, o l d e r  t h a n  s t a t e s ,  a n d  
o l d e r  t h a n  c o n s t i t u t i o n s . "  So, t h e  s e c o n d  a m e n d m e n t  r i g h t  is a 
r i g h t  w e  h a v e  w h i c h  c a n n o t  b e  t a k e n  away. H e  q u e s t i o n e d  w h e t h e r  
t h e  s e c o n d  a m e n d m e n t  (U.S. C o n s t i t u t i o n )  w e r e  i n s e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  
A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  if i t  w o u l d  s o l v e  o u r  p r o b l e m s .

C H A I R M A N  L E M A N  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  is w r i t t e n  
v e r y  s i m i l a r l y  t o  t h e  U.S. C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  t h e r e i n  l i e s  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  
as w e  no  l o n g e r  t h i n k  in  t e r m s  of  m i l i t i a  c h a r g e d  w i t h  p r o t e c t i n g  
c i t i z e n s  f r o m  g o v e r n m e n t  i n t r u s i o n .  F u r t h e r ,  s o m e  s t a t e  c o u r t s ,  
b u t  n o t  A l a s k a  at p r e s e n t ,  a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e  r i g h t .

MR. W I L L I A M S  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  l a n g u a g e  c o n t a i n e d  in R h o d e  I s l a n d  l a w  
w h i c h  s t a t e s  "t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  to  k e e p  a n d  b e a r  a r m s  
s h a l l  n o t  be  i n f r i n g e d . "  H e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a n y o n e  i n t e r e s t e d  c a l l  
t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  of t h a t  s t a t e  as t h e  l a w  h a s  w o r k e d  q u i t e  w e l l  
a n d  t h e y  d o  n o t  h a v e  p r o b l e m s  c o n t r o l l i n g  f e l o n s  o r  a n y o n e  e l s e  
f r o m  w e a p o n s  o w n e r s h i p .  F u r t h e r ,  h e  s a i d  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  
S a f e t y  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  i n  f a v o r  o f  f i r e a r m  o w n e r s h i p  f o r
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p u r p o s e s  o f  s a f e t y  as it p e r t a i n s  to  t h e  c o n c e a l e d  w e a p o n  law. He 
c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  if w e  d o  n o t  g e t  t h i s  t h r o u g h ,  w e  m a y  l o o s e  o t h e r  
r i g h t s ,  too.

C H A I R M A N  L E M A N  r e t u r n e d  to t h e  i s s u e  of u s i n g  t h e  l a n g u a g e  f r o m  t h e  
s e c o n d  a m e n d m e n t  o f  t h e  U. S .  C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  A l a s k a .  H e  c o m m e n t e d  
t h a t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  is t h e  same; h o w e v e r ,  w i t h  v a r i o u s  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  it h a s  l e d  to t h e  n e e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .

MR. W I L L I A M S  felt t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  t e r m  " p e o p l e "  
(Bill of  R i g hts) a l s o  r e f e r r e d  to t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  as i n t e r p r e t e d  b y  
t h e  S u p r e m e  Court.

N u m b e r  1 3 .30

MR. T O M  G O R H A M  s p o k e  in f a v o r  o f  S J R  34 a n d  n o t  S J R  1 b e c a u s e  S J R  
34 e l i m i n a t e s  m u c h  o f  t h e  a m b i g u i t y  and s i m p l i f i e s  t h e  law. He  
f a v o r s  a c o n c e a l e d  w e a p o n  p l a n  a n d  a g r e e s  it s h o u l d  b e  c o n t r o l l e d  
to  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  a p p l y i n g  f o r  t h e  p e r m i t  s h o u l d  m e e t  
r e a s o n a b l e  s t a n d a r d s :  m e e t  a g e  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  l e g a l l y  a u t h o r i z e d  to 
o w n  a w e a p o n ,  a n d  t r a i n i n g  w i t h  w e a p o n s .  H e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  s o m e  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  re m o v e d ,  s u c h  as c a r r y i n g  a c o n c e a l e d  w e a p o n  b u t  n o t  
i n  p u b l i c  p l a c e s ;  o r  c a r r y i n g  it in a v e h i c l e  if it is l o a d e d .  H e  
f e l t  if a p e r s o n  w a s  d e e m e d  q u a l i f i e d  t o  c a r r y  a w e a p o n ,  it is 
a r b i t r a r y  t o  l i m i t  it t o  c e r t a i n  l o c a t i o n s  o r  u n d e r  s p e c i a l  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

MR. G O R H A M  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of  f i r e a r m s  f o r  u s e  b y  t h e  
m i l i t i a  v e r s u s  i n d i v i d u a l s .  H e  f e l t  it w a s  i n t e n d e d  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  n e e d  to c a r r y  f i r e a r m s  a n d  t h a t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  w a s  d a t e d  
a n d  no  l o n g e r  p e r t i n e n t  i n  t o d a y ' s  t e r m i n o l o g y  o r  us e .  In r e s p o n s e  
t o  C h a i r m a n  L e m a n ' s  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  f i r e a r m s  a t  s c h o o l s ,  h e  
r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  a r e  d e a l t  w i t h  b y  o t h e r  laws.

C H A I R M A N  L E M A N  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  p r e v i o u s  l e g i s l a t i v e  a t t e m p t s  t o  
r e q u i r e  t r a i n i n g  in f i r e a r m s  a n d  w a t e r  s a f e t y .  MR. G O R H A M  s a i d  
t h a t  g i v e n  t h e  m i s l e a d i n g  m e d i a  e x p o s u r e ,  h e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  m o r e  
a t t e n t i o n  g i v e n  t o  p r o v i d i n g  t r a i n i n g  on  t h e  p r o p e r  u s e  of 
f i r e a r m s .

N u m b e r  2 5.38

MS. S U E  W I L K E N ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a i r ,  F a i r b a n k s  S c h o o l  Bo a r d ,  s p o k e  o n  
its b e h a l f .  S h e  is a l s o  a t h i r t y - e i g h t  y e a r  r e s i d e n t  of  F a i r b a n k s  
a n d  a v i d  h u n t e r  a n d  f i s h e r w o m a n .  T h e  B o a r d ' s  m a i n  c o n c e r n  f o c u s s e s  
o n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d i v i s i o n s  of  t h e  state. T h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  h a s  
d e s i g n a t e d  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  s c h o o l  g r o u n d  as b e i n g  g u n - f r e e  z o n e s .  
P a r e n t s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  g u n s  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  a c r o s s  s c h o o l  g r o u n d s  
d u r i n g  h u n t i n g  s e a s o n  a n d  p a r e n t s  p i c k i n g  u p  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  g u n  
r a c k s  in t h e i r  cars. T h e  s c h o o l s  a r e  a b l e  t o  e n f o r c e  l a w s  
p r o h i b i t i n g  g u n s  in s c h o o l  t h r o u g h  t h e  f e d e r a l  law. H o w e v e r ,  t h e y  
a r e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of a s s u r i n g  s a f e t y  on  s c h o o l
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g r o u n d s  (not c o n t a i n e d  in f e d e r a l  l a w ) , so t h e y  s u p p o r t  a g u n - f r e e  
d e s i g n a t i o n  in s t a t e  l a w  p e r t a i n i n g  to  t h e  s c h o o l  g r o u n d s .

MS. S U E  W I L K E N  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  in F a i r b a n k s  in w h i c h  an 
a r m e d  p a r e n t  w a s  on  s c h o o l  g r o u n d s  in a t r u c k ,  i n t e n d i n g  to 
t h r e a t e n / h a r m  a s t u d e n t .  T h e  b o a r d  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  m e s s a g e  n e e d s  to 
b e  c l e a r  t h a t  no w e a p o n s  a r e  p e r m i t t e d  t h e r e ;  t h a t  s c h o o l  g r o u n d s ,  
as w e l l  as t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  a r e  safe.

MR. S T E V E  COLBOCH, a f i r e a r m s  d e a l e r ,  f u l l y  s u p p o r t s  S J R  34. H e  is 
o p p o s e d  t o  r e s t r i c t i n g  f i r e a r m s ,  s u c h  as in t h e  a b o v e  s i t u a t i o n ,  as 
a p a r e n t  m a y  p i c k  u p  a c h i l d  from, s c h o o l  w i t h  p l a n s  o f  g o i n g  
h u n t i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y .  H e  f e l t  t h e  e x a m p l e  w a s  an  i s o l a t e d  i n s t a n c e  
a n d  t h a t  a u t h o r i t i e s  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  c a l l e d  if t h e  m a n  w a s  p o s i n g  
a threat.

T A P E  93-33, S I D E  A  
N u m b e r  .01

MR. C O L B O C H  c o n t i n u e d  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  n e e d  t o  a d d r e s s  
t h i s  issue.

C H A I R M A N  L E M A N  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e 's i n t e n t  t o  g e t  t h e  
r e s o l u t i o n  o u t  a n d  v o t e d  on.

MR. N O E L  N A P O L I L L I  r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  t a b l e  t o  c o m m e n t  on t h e  i s s u e  of 
w e a p o n s  o n  s c h o o l  g r o u n d s .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  p o s t i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  g r o u n d s  
w a s  m e a n i n g l e s s  in t h i s  e x a m p l e .  T h e  o n l y  p e o p l e  w h o  w i l l  p a y  
a t t e n t i o n  to the r e s t r i c t i o n  w i l l  b e  l a w - a b i d i n g  c i t i z e n s  w h i c h  
p o s e  n o  thre a t .  H e  t h o u g h t  t h e r e  w e r e  e n o u g h  r e s t r i c t i o n s  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  c h i l d r e n  u s i n g  f i r e a r m s .

MS. B O N N I E  W I L L I A M S  t e s t i f i e d  a g a i n  o n  t h i s  i s s u e .  S h e  c o m m e n t e d  
o n  l a w s  p r o h i b i t i n g  c a r r y i n g  f i r e a r m s  on  p l a n e s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  
s c h o o l  b o a r d  w o u l d  n o t  b e  p r o h i b i t e d  f r o m  m a k i n g  a r u l i n g  a b o u t  
f i r e a r m s  o n  s c h o o l  g r o u n d s .

C H A I R M A N  L E M A N  t h a n k e d  a l l  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  f o r  t h e i r  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  a n d  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  
r e s o l u t i o n s .  H e  s t a t e d  f u r t h e r  t e s t i m o n y  w o u l d  b e  f o r t h c o m i n g  
d u r i n g  t h e  ses s i o n .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  p l a n s  to  h a v e  a d d i t i o n a l  w o r k  
s e s s i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  A n c h o r a g e  o n  N o v e m b e r  2 1 - 2 2 ,  a n d  o t h e r  
l o c a t i o n s .

C H A I R M A N  L E M A N  a d j o u r n e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  7 : 4 0  p.m. 
jiTT
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A T E :

DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE:

S - N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O f

1 /2 4 /9 4  F U R T H E F K ^ F

JUDICIARY Committee considered SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 39

Proposing an amendment finnsfficmgff aU tw  Starg-gf=3m * a  .regarding the right of the 
people to keep and bear arms.

and recommends:

[ ] replace with

and a majority ot tto 
commit*# raoonm m  do put

J

or [ ] adopt previous__

[ ] attaches amendment(s)

[ ] adopts  _______________

[ ] further referral to the_____

.CS

CS

[\I] do pass 

[ ] do not pass 

[ ] no recommendation 

[ ] individual recommendations
NEW FISCAL NOTES 

Department Date

Letter of Intent

Zero Fiscal
PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTES

Department * Date

[ ] same title 
[ ] new title 
[ ] technical 
title change 
(HB only)

Zero Fiscal

fyl/t O /-JY-9Y

[ ] Appropriation No Fiscal Note

DO PASS: OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:



f  r N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P t p T
F I R S T  C O M M IT T E E  O F  R E F E R R m l

DATE: 1/10/94

Date of 5-Day Notice: ! '  1 4 - M  
(in accordance with Uniform Rule 23)

FURTHER<<JLJdiciar£> 
Fmarice

DATE TURNED ^
INTO OFFICE:

State Affairs Committee considered SJR 39

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Alaska regarding the right of the people to keep 
and bear arms.

jth«
mfcnds

and recommends:

[ ] replace with

[ ] attaches amendment(s)

[ ] adopts_________________

[ ] same title 
J  [ ] new title 

[ ] technical 
title change 
(HB only)

Letter of Intent

[ ] further referral to the

[ ] do pass

[ ] do not pass

[ ] no recommendation

individual recommendations

Department
FISCAL NOTE INFORMATION 

Date Zero Fiscal Department Date Zero Fiscal

7)/ i/. o f $& cT u>m V i ¥ H - ------- 2 . 2 .

(_ y /  C h a i r :  S i g n a t u r e  a n d  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n







S E N A T E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E  R F ° O R T
• I

D A T E : 4/20/94 FURTHER:

DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE: r -

The Finance Committee considered SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 52

Proposing amendments to the Constitution of the State of Alaska relating to the budget reserve 
fund.

and recommends:

[^"replace with CS
or [ ] adopt previous. CS
[ ] attaches amendment(s)

[ ] adopts

[ ] further referral to th e ___

pass

[ ] do not pass

[ ] no recommendation

[ ] individual recommenaations 
n e w  Fis c a l  n o t e s

Depanmem Date Zero

[ | Appropriation No Fiscal Note

DO PASS:

Fiscal

£ 6 '/e 6 ^ /3 A
/ > >

^  (FINANCE) 

-( )

[ ] same title 
[ ] new title 
[ ] technical 
title change 
(HB only)

Letter of Intent

PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTES 
Department Date Zero Fiscal

O TH ER R ECO M M EN D A TIO N S:

t . J f i ) . [U
irTSignature/RecommendationC o - C h a i r :  s i g n a t u r e

\ r w o L .
S i g n a t u r e / R

„ • c . .. . •* .. f io n



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SJR52

1994 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Date:  _______________________ Department Affected: Office of the Governor
Title: Amendment to the Constitution RE: BRU: Division of Elections_____________________
THE BUDGET RESERVE FUND   Component: General and Primary Elections

Sponsor: (S) FIN______ __________________ _ _ _____________________________________
Requestor: _________________ ____________  COMPONENT SERIAL NO. J22_________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:

APR-22-94 FR I 10=12 REG I I  DIV OF ELECTIONS FAX NO. 5221482 06.

OPERATING FY 95 FY 98 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 0 0
PERSONAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 2 . 2 * 0 0 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0  • 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 n
LAND & 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS, 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 2 . 2 * 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL I 0 1 0 I 0 I 0 I 0 I 0

REVENUE

FUNDING:
1002 Federal 0 0 0 0 0 0
1003 GF Match 0 0 0 0 0 0
1004 GF 2 . 2 * 0 0 0 0 0
1005 GF/Program 0 0 0 0 0 0
1006 GF/MHTIA 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 2 . 2 * 0 0  . 0 0 0
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate cf cu rren t year (FY94) impact: 0
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary. )*This figure covers cost of inclusion of 
information about this issue in the Official Elections Pamphlet as required by AS 15.58, and 
programming fpirDataVote^polluting of votes cast on the measure. However, only 4 measures 
ca:. be prin ted  oiVa singW ballot card. Should this measure require p rin ting  an additional 
ballot card , f t i e w o u l d  be 53.4.

Prepared "SwiBMscm^lIrector Phone: 465-4611
Division: div ision of Elections /■""7/i , J?a\& '/J  .///a ̂  cTijT

Approved by Commissioner: Lt. Governor Jo
Agency: Office of the L t. Governor

PREPARER TO PROVIDE A LL D ISTR IBU TIO N  COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LE G ISLA TIVE OFFICE
F or fu r th e r  d is tr ib u tio n  in fo rm ation  ca ll the G overnor’s L e g is la tive  O ffice

Rev 12/93 Page 1 o f 1
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A N  A M E N D M E N T

IN  T H E  SE N A T E  F IN A N C E  C O M M IT T E E  

TO: SJR 52

5 /4 /9 4

/)■£ /:ti £< .'7S.iL/ S it/

Section  1. A rtic le  IX, sec. 17(b), C o n s titu tio n  o f th e  S ta le  o f  A lask a , is re p e a le d  

a n d  re e n a c te d  to  read :

(b) T h e  p u rp o s e  o f  th e  b u d g e t  re se rv e  fu n d  is to  h e lp  s ta b iliz e  s ta te  

s p e n d in g  fro m  y e a r  to  y ea r. M o n ey s  in  th e  b u d g e t  re se rv e  fu n d  sh a ll b e  

tre a te d  as g e n e ra l fu n d s  e x ce p t th a t th e y  m a y  n o t  b e  u s e d  to  in c re a se  th e  

a m o u n t  o f  a p p ro p r ia t io n s  f ro m  th e  g e n e ra l fu n d , in c lu d in g  an y  

a p p ro p r ia t io n s  fro m  th e  b u d g e t  re s e rv e  fu n d , o v e r  th e  p r io r  y e a r 's  a m o u n t. 

F or p u rp o s e s  o f  th is  sec tio n , m o n e y  fro m  th e  b u d g e t  re s e rv e  fu n d  sh a ll b e  

c o n s id e re d  to  b e  th e  la s t  u s e d  in  a  fiscal y ear. T h e  le g is la tu re  sh a ll im p le m e n t 

th is  su b se c tio n  b y  law .

S ection  2. A rtic le  IX, sec  17(c) is re p e a le d  a n d  re e n a c te d  to  read :

(c) N o tw ith s ta n d in g  su b se c tio n  (b), m o n e y s  in  th e  b u d g e t  re s e rv e  fu n d  

m a y  b e  m a d e  fo r a n y  p u b lic  p u rp o s e , in c lu d in g  p u rp o s e s  w h ic h  w o u ld  se rv e  

to in c re a se  g e n e ra l fu n d  s p e n d in g  o v e r  th e  p r io r  y e a r 's  lev e l, u p o n  an  

a ff irm a tiv e  v o te  o f 3 / 4  o f  th e  m e m b e rs  o f eac h  h o u s e  o f  th e  le g is la tu re . T h e  

le g is la tu re  sh a ll im p le m e n t th is  su b se c tio n  b y  law .

R e n u m b e r  fo llo w in g  sec tio n s  a c c o rd in g ly .

& ~ c tz s
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(2$  SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 52

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

B Y  T H E  S E N A T E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

I n t r o d u c e d :  4/1S/94
R e f e r r e d :  J U D ,  F I N

A RESOLUTION

Proposing amendments to the Constitution of the State o f Alaska relating to the 

budget reserve fund.

BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. Article IX, sec. 17(b), Constitution of the State of Alaska, is repealed and 

reenacted to read:

(b) An appropriation may be made from the budget reserve fund during a 

calendar year upon the affirmative vote of a majority of the members of each house 

of the legislature i f  the amount appropriated, when added to the amount of 

appropriations made during that same year from unrestricted funds, is less than the 

total amount of appropriations made during the immediately preceding calendar year 

from unrestricted funds and from the budget reserve fund. For purposes of this 

subsection, "unrestricted funds" means money in the State general fund that has not 

been appropriated for a particular purpose or to a separate fund or account established 

by law within the general fund.

* Sec. 2. Article IX, sec. 17(d), Constitution of the State of Alaska, is repealed.

* Sec. 3. The amendments proposed by this resolution shall be placed before the voters of

S JR 0 5 2 a - 1 - S J R  52



D I V I S I O N  O F  L E G A L  S E R V I C E S
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS /.GENCY  

STATE OF ALASKA
1 0 0 7 ) -1 0 5 - 0 8 6 7  o r  0 6 5 -2 -1 5 0  
I ' / I X  ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 2 0 2 9  
M a i l  S lo p  .1101

130 Seward Street, Suite 409
Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M E M O R A N D U M May 4, 1994

SUBJECT: Budget Reserve Fund (CSSJR 52(FIN))

TO: Senator D rue Pearce, Co-Chair 
Senate Finance Committee

FROM: T am ara Brandt Cook 
D irector

H ere is the CSSJR 52(FIN) requested. Since this is entirely new language, I have 
some observations and questions.

Subsection fbl

I have no reaction to the statem ent of purpose in the first sentence. It may not be 
legally significant. On the o ther hand, because it appears in the constitution it may 
be used in litigation in creative ways with unanticipated results.

The second sentence may conflict with the statem ent in art. IX, sec. 17(a): "Money 
in the budget reserve fund shall be invested so as to yield com petitive m arket rates 
to the fund." The am endm ent language directs that the money in the budget reserve 
fund "be trea ted  as general funds." To the extent that investm ent of general fund 
money differs from the goal o f achieving competitive m arket rates, the two 
subsections may conflict. Also, it is possible that the am endm ent will require 
accounting or e th e r treatm ent of the money that is used for the general fund now, 
but that might not be ideal for the budget reserve fund. Lastly, should the reference 
to "prior year’s am ount" be the "prior fiscal year’s amount"?

The third sentence is confusing. It appears to address actual expenditure of the 
budget reserve fund money ra ther than appropriation of that money. Is it intended 
to prevent expenditure until all o ther appropriations have been spent? Will this 
m ean that particular projects funded with budget reserve fund money may not be 
built until all o ther projects are finished? O r that state operations funded with 
budget reserve fund money may not go forward until all o ther appropria tions have 
been used? O r perhaps this simply means that mr ney from w hatever funding source
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SENATE AMENDMENT

TO: S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  52

RE: B u d g e t  R e s e r v e  F u n d

DATE: A p r i l  25, 1994

BY:

P a g e  1, l i n e  9. A f t e r  t h e  w o r d  " u n r e s t r i c t e d "  d e l e t e  all m a t e r i a l  
t h r o u g h  t h e  e n d  of Sec. 2 on p a g e  1, li n e  15 a n d  r e p l a c e  w i t h  t h e  
fol l o w i n g :

r e v e n u e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  is less t h a n  the t o t a l  a m o u n t  of 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  m a d e  d u r i n g  t h e  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  
c a l e n d a r  y e a r  f r o m  u n r e s t r i c t e d  r e v e n u e  of t h e  s t a t e  and 
f r o m  t h e  b u d g e t  r e s e r v e  fund. F o r  p u r p o s e s  of  t h i s  
s u b s e c t i o n ,  " u n r e s t r i c t e d  r e v e n u e  of t h e  s t a t e "  m e a n s  m o n e y  
in t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d  f r o m  s t a t e  s o u r c e s  t h a t  is not h e l d  in 
t r u s t  o r  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a p p r o p r i a t e d  for a p a r t i c u l a r  p u r p o s e  
o r  t o  a s e p a r a t e  f u n d  o r  a c c o u n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  b v  l a w  w i t h i n  
t h e  g e n e r a l  fund.

* Sec. 2. A r t i c l e  IX. sec. 17(d). C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  of
A l a s k a ,  is a m e n d e d  t o  read: (d) If an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  is m a d e
f r o m  t h e  b u d g e t  r e s e r v e  fund, u n t i l  t h e  a m o u n t  a p p r o p r i a t e d  
is r e p a i d ,  t h e  u n r e s e r v e d ,  u n d e s i q n a t e d  b a l a n c e  in t h e  
g e n e r a l  f u n d  a v a i l a b l e  for a p p r o p r i a t i o n  at  t h e  e n d  of 
e a c h  s u c c e e d i n g  f i s c a l  y e a r  s h a l l  be d e p o s i t e d  in t h e  b u d g e t  
r e s e r v e  fund. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  i m p l e m e n t  t h i s  
s u b s e c t i o n  b v  law. [ A m e n d m e n t  a p p r o v e d  N o v e m b e r  6, 1990. 
E f f e c t i v e  J a n u a r y  2, 1991.]

SENATE FINANCE 
COMMITTEE a 

Amendment Number-^ 
Bill Number: S ' j / C *

u m b e r : ^ ^ ^
S 'T S t j* *
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M E M O R A N D U M May 4, 1994

SUBJECT: Budget Reserve Fund (CSSJR 52(FIN))

TO: Senator D rue Pearce, Co-Chair 
Senate Finance Committee

FROM: T am ara Brandt Cook 
D irector

H ere is the CSSJR 52(FIN) requested. Since this is entirely new language, I have 
some observations and questions.

Subsection (b )

I have no reaction to the statem ent of purpose in the first sentence. It may not be 
legally significant. On the o ther hand, because it appears in the constitution it may 
be used in litigation in creative ways with unanticipated results.

The second sentence may conflict with the statem ent in art. IX, sec. 17(a): "Money 
in the budget reserve fund shall be invested so as to yield competitive m arket rates 
to the fund." The am endm ent language directs that the money in the budget reserve 
fund "be treated  as general funds." To the extent that investment of general fund 
money differs from the goal of achieving competitive m arket rates, the two 
subsections may conflict. Also, it is possible that the am endm ent will require 
accounting o r o ther treatm ent of the money that is used for the general fund now, 
but that might not be ideal for the budget reserve fund. Lastly, should the reference 
to "prior y ear’s amount" be the "prior fiscal year’s amount"?

The third sentence is confusing. It appears to address actual expenditure o f the 
budget reserve fund money rather than appropriation of that money. Is it intended 
to prevent expenditure until all other appropriations have been spent? Will this 
mean that particular projects funded with budget reserve fund money may not be 
built until all o ther projects are finished? O r that state  operations funded with 
budget reserve fund money may not go forward until all o ther appropriations have 
been used? O r perhaps this simply means that money from w hatever funding source
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<2$ SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 52 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

B Y  T H E  S E N A T E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

I n t r o d u c e d :  4/15/94
R e f e r r e d :  J U D ,  F I N

A RESOLUTION

Proposing amendments to the Constitution of the State of Alaska relating to the 

budget reserve fund.

BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. Article IX, sec. 17(b), Constitution of the State of Alaska, is repealed and 

reenacted to read:

(b) An appropriation may be made from the budget reserve fund during a 

calendar year upon the affirmative vote of a majority of the members o f each house 

of the legislature if  the amount appropriated, when added to the ame r of 

appropriations made during that same yeai from unrestricted funds, is less than the 

total amount of appropriations made during the immediately preceding calendar year 

from unrestricted funds and from the budget reserve fund. For purposes of this 

subsection, "unrestricted funds" means money in the State general fund that has not 

been appropriated for a particular purpose or to a separate fund or account established 

by law within the general fund.

* Sec. 2. Article IX, sec. 17(d), Constitution of the State of Alaska, is repealed.

* Sec. 3. The amendments proposed by this resolution shall be placed before .he voters of

S JR 0 5 2 a - 1 - S J R  52


