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Ihe referenced textbook also states that, "Introduction of tte disease into areas 
ty carrier animals can be prevented by use of the C-F cr the capillary tube 
agglutination test.”

'Jhere is a vaccine available and the disease, responds to treatment with 
tetracyclines.

One most consider that Canada is recognized by USDA as being free of anaplasncais. 
Could it be that the vectors do not survive in the cold?

m e  meningeal worm is prm-rily a parasite of white tail deer causing little or 
no pathology in than. It can be fatal far elk and moose however. Ihe warm 
requires an intermediate host (a snail) before it can infect another animal. 
Since the white tail and moose share cannon territory in Maine, Quebec, and 
Ontario, is it possible that the snail cannot survive in Northern latitudes?

Ihe carotid artery \icxm is a normal parasite of deer in the mountains of southwest 
U.S. and the western states. It's primary pathology is to danestic sheep where 
it causes chronic debilitating skin lesions.

In the true hosts (deer, wapiti and moose) the giant liver fluke is well 
tolerated. Very little pathology is present. In cattle, however, it causes large 
grarulanatous lesions in the liver. Ihe fluke has an interesting life cycle and 
requires a snail as an intermediate host. Hie fluke egg leaves the host in the 
feoes. it must hatch in water at 70* - 86°F in 21-30 days and within 24 hours the 
larva must penetrate a snail. Does our summer water temperature reach 70° - 86°F 
far 21-30 consecutive days? is this a disease threat?

One can argue the pros and cons of importing game animals into Alaska and the 
potential for disease transmission escapement and hybridization. Ihene is 
hcttever, an alternative which I would propose and strongly support... .the game 
farming of indigenous species such as caribou, Musk Ox, Dali sheep, Moose, Sitka 
deer and Mountain Goats. Ihe research and work already completed by UAF in 
Reindeer and Kusk Ox; Fish and Game's Mcose Research Station; and, my experience 
with eliminating brucellosis in William's Reindeer; would provide a solid 
foundation for the fanning of indigenous species.

Sincerely,

Bert A. Gere 
State Veterinarian

BG/da



T h e  t im e  h a s  c o m e  

f o r  m o o s e  f a r m in g

-d

By DOUG WELTON
As I go through this life here 

on planet Earth, amidst all the 
confusion and grime. I am 
constantly aware of how 
unsettled society is-the soaring 
crime, suicide and destruction.

t get up in the morning and 
turn on the radio and hear the 
day's recital of what we are 
doing to ourselves, and to each 
o the r, and what our 
government is doing to a ll of 
us. And then I compare the 
way I live my life, and the way 
I treat others, and think about 
what I want lo do in this cm y  
world. And I can only wonder 
how what I want to do is 
illegal, while all the grief and 
greed and grossness o f the 
world isapparcndy acceptable.

What do 1 want to do? My 
family and I have for four years 
now studied and dreamed about 
a way of life separate from all 
that we see going wrong in 
this world. A ll we want to do 
is salvage 'he orphaned, the 
hurt, and the problem moose, 
and put them to good use.

Through our extens ive 
research, we have concluded 
that not only is this quite 
possible, but is exactly what is 
being done successfully in 
other countries, such as 
Russia. It may not be the 
biggest breakthrough since 
man on the moon, but it is 
defin ite ly  an option to the 
present po licy of a llow ing  
moose to be hunted and killed 
only.

The Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game has this attitude 
that our w ild life should not be 
used comm erc ia lly , or be 
privatized. But again, as I look 
out on this world. I see big 
game guides making m illions 
carting people around, and 
getting paid to k ill, k ill. k ilL 1 
am also aware of people being 
a llow ed to display these 
animals, and charging othea to 
have a look. Then, how about 
the research fad)' .es that have 
for decades been allowed to 
p r iv a te ly  conduct every 
im ip iit b le  kind of ex per iment 
on these animals?

W hy can these people 
exp lo it our w ild life , and t 
cannot? W hile game farming 
science doesn't hold the moose 
to be the most economically 
viable species, in my view it is 
the most loved and desirable 
and enjoyed of 'hem all. Most 
game farms in Canada keep a 
couple around, just because. 
And the fact that we've not yet 
realized how to capitalize on 
the potential, doesn't mean the 
potential is not there.

It's known for a fact (hit 
moose tame as easily a* calves, 
that they g ive  (ha most 
nutritious m ilk on earth, that 
they w ill pu ll a sleigh or a 
cart, that they can be ridden in 
places other animals won Id find 
inaccessible, can broad at one 
year of age. and genera lly  
throw twins from th« second

calving on.
When raised in captivity, 

they grow year round, and 
ac*- /e larger size. When

.suited they don't ponic.-oate 
in the rut and continue to gain 
weight. They can provide t 
reliable source of meat to a 
fam ily , and don't require 
watering in winter like all 
other farm an im a ls . The 
antlers, hides, hooves, and 
bones provide materials for 
crafts and clothing, and yet it is 
not legal to raise them here in 
Alaska.

The Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game says that 
raising them would ruin the 
"Alaskan experience" for our 
visitors, and that they simply 
cannot be raised. I can't 
b e lie v e  that th is  one 
department in our corrupt 
government has been allow id  
to become so powerful. They 
are a dark cloud over this state,

and I w ish the people would 
wake up and see the truth.

I suppose if  1 were Oscar 
Meyer, I would get somewhere, 
but fm  not. Pm just a little ol' 
Alaskan. Do you have to be a 
mult-national corporation or 
m illiona ire to to develop an 
industry, or even a way of life, 
in A las ia today?

Our legislators have a ll 
thrown in the towel, and won't _ 
even dispute what our so-called 
experts say. However, they 
have an opportunity with (wo 
bills lega liz ing the raising of 
moose, and predictably. Fish 
and Game w ill say no. Who 
owns this state anyway, and 
who owns a ll the w ildlife and 
other renewable resources?

House B ill 47S and Senate 
B ill 216 would do more than 
legalize moose and caribou 
farming. It would give people 
lik e  us a purpose and 
something to do. Are our

. - s r / W S C . ,  
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children going to be forced to 
seek their fortunes elsewhere? 
Or are we going to open 
opportunities to enrich their 
lives w ith the resources with 
which (his stale has been 
biessed7 Or is Alaska just for 
the rich and powerful?

I am sick of hearing no. i f  
denial and discrimination, 
tired o f  getting-nowhere ai. 
num b from the c o la  
evasiveness o f po lit ics as 
usual. I'm not wanting any 
damned welfare or privileges: 
fm  not looking for a hand ou t 
justahand.

I see opportunities and fve  
sought them, but not got 
them. Th is country was bu ilt 
by dreamers and doers, not the 
passive and the po lit ic ians .

' Ezxon its and BP yotil Funny, * 
they seem tu get to do 
whatever they want to do. It 
doesn't maner what it takes, 
whether it's a park or refuge or 
foitadden place, they seem to 
run this whole damn human 
race.

Please consider what fve  had 
to say; there is a better way I
Don |  '''.•lion is president of . the Alaiia Gam* Rancher't Association, a thirteen year- 

resident of Ai.uhs. and an advocate of the legalisation of 
moose farming for the past four years.



' O u r  t a m e  a n im a l s  a r e  f e d ,  a n d  t h e  U  
w i l d  o n e s  g e t  h o o k e d  o n  it a s  w e l l . "

Wildl i f e Ins ti tute o f  India. For 
six months ,  he worked with a 
var iety  o f  a n im a l s—none o f  
which were moose .  He enjoyed 
the pro ject so much  that Iasi 
year. F r a n zm ann  retired f rom 
his MRC post and  pursued s im i ­
l a r  wo rk  in o t h e r  countr ies.

A l though he had many such 
pro fessional  hon o r s  to his credit .  
F r a n zmann  pre fe rred to talk 
about  his a n im a l s  and the 
Moose Research Cente r  than 
himsel f .

As we bounced down the 
Swanson R iver  Road and onto a 
side road. F r a n zm ann  told me 
about  the beg inn ings o f  the 
Moose Research C e n ter. l n j J]r_ 
ea r ly  '60s ,  o f f ic ia l s f rom several 
state and ledcrai agencies giith- 
ered for the l l rs l  A laska Inter 
agency Moose Meeting. They 
decided that beiorc wise m an ­
agement  decis ions could be 
made,  they needed more re­
search on habitat and wildl i fe, 
wnn  an gmuhns is  on moose, and

o f  two large forest (Ires that 
swept the Kenai  Pen insu la  In 
1947 and In 1969. In time, these 
natura l  bu rn s  created excel lent 
foraging a reas for moose—and 
the moose responded by Increas ­
ing thei r  numbe r s  where there 
was abundan t  regrowth.

Moose arc noi grazers, ihcv ' r r  
b rowse rs . F r a n zm ann  said. 
.Thev'd ra the r  munch on tree 
br anches and leaves than grass. 
The  hal f -ton adu l t s  h a v e  in ,-i 
lot, and thev eniov aspen and 
bi rch trees, but wi l low is their 
' I cecream' '  o l an t . F r anzmann  
said. On the Kena i Peninsula, 
wi l l ow is less abundan t  than 
bi rch, so In this part o f  the state. 
bi rch make s  up about  70 per ­
cent ol thei r diet.

W hen  moose aren't walking 
o r  s leeping,  thev re eat ing. 
F r a n zm ann  said. B y  late sum- 
mer.  they may  even forgo s leep­
ing for  eat ing because they have 
on l y  four  mon th s  to Increase 
thei r  body weight 3 0  percent to 
4 0  percent .  Tha t  fat reserve wil l 
sus ta in them th rough a winter 
wi th much  less food readi ly 
ava i l able .

Th is  mean s  a 1 .000 -pound 
cow mus t  eat at least 3  percent 
o f  h e r  body weight daily, o r  3 0  
pounds  o f  food, to stay alive. 
That 's  f igured In dry  matter. 
F r a n zm ann  said, because the 
weight varies  dramat ica l l y  If 
mo is tu re  Is Inc luded In the ca l­
cula t ions .  Adding moisture 
weight cou ld  increase the f igure 
Continued on page 34



D o n ’t  t e l l  
a n y o n e
a b o u t

A l a s k a ’s
s e c r e t

f i s h i n g  h o l e .

In most Alaskan fishing 
spots, you find more 
fishermen than fish.
But that’s never a problem 
in Valdez.
We've got miles of wide 
open water teeming with 
Alaskan salmon, halibut, 
and trout. Plus crab and 
shrimp — ?.ll waiting just 
for you.
Keep our ittle secret to 
yourself, t.iough.
These things have a way 
of getting around.

For vacation planning information, 
wnta or call ttia Valdai Convention 
and Visitors Bureau. Box 1603 AM 
Valdez. AK. 99686: (907) 835-298a

Halibut Derby - May 27-Sept. 5 
Pink Salmon Derby - July 1-4 
silver Salmon Oerby 
Auguat 6-Septamber S

J

V A L D E Z
A L A S K A

D o n ’t m is s  t h e  m a g ic !

years Improved, but In I986. with a / ” Wildlife .bjologtsts..and land-use

I 5 0 . 0 0 0 - p o u n d  harvest, m o s t  of the /  pIanncrs w a n t to k n o w  more, a b o u t  

f i s h e r m e n  still w e r e  u n a b l e  io m a k e /  the relationship b e t w e e n  m o o s e  a n d

their boat p a y m e n t s .  In I987, ihel w h e r e  they c h o ose to live. For in 

catch c a m e  to 2 5 0 . 0 0 0  p o u n d s .  V .

Building a federally b a c k e d  boat 

h a r b o r  o n  e a c h  island boosted the 

local e c o n o m y ,  a n d  the h a r b o r s  

sho u l d  help the botiomfish I n d u s­

try. Again, the Aleuts find resistance

sTancc. Just h o w  m a n y  a n i m a l s  c a n  

a given h a b t t m  Iced? Conversely, 

h o w  m u c h  '.crnlorv d o c s  a given 

n u m b e r  of a n i m a l s  n e e d  to find 

e n o u g h  food? T h e s e  a n d  other q u e s­

tions h ave b e e n  studied since the

f r o m  a n i m a l  rights activists w h o  /  M o o s e  R e s e a r c h  C enter o p e n e d  in 

question if the harbors will affect f 
seal n u m b e r s .

" G i v e n  a choice. I think o u r  p e o­

ple w o u l d  not h ave op t e d  for the boat 

harbor." MercullefTsays, a d d i n g  that 

the people have m i x e d  reactions.

T h e y  h a v e  to have a n  e c o n o m y ,  but 

recognize the possibility of d a m a g e .

" O u r  leaders are listening to the el- 

d e r s a b o u t  w h a t  w e  s h o u l d  be trying 

to protect.

" O u r  people have s h o w n  that w e  

c a n  adapt, a n d  we're g o i n g  to learn 

the n e w  w a y s . " Merculleff says it like 

he  m e a n s  It.

Closer to self-reliance t han ever 

before, the Prtbllofs also are peril­

ously close to e c o n o m i c  collapse.

" T h e  future Is uncertain at this 

point." MercullefT says. “O n e  thing 

that w e  h a v e  learned in 10.000 years 

In ihe Bering S e a  area, is Aleut pe o  

pic are survivors. W e  m u s t  p r o d u c e  

answers, a n d  not tears."

\

1969. c u u i n g  a place for A l a s k a  as a 

lea d e ?  for m o o s e  studlesT

"Nowriere else In the w o r l d  h a s  

there b e e n  a n y t h i n g  like it." F r a n z­

m a n n  said, “a n d  n o w  there are s o m e  

others beginning. T h e  S w e d e s ,  for 

e x a m p l e ,  c a m e  over here to see the 

M R C .  a n d  t h e n  they built a similar 

facility."

Last year. 14 t a m e  m o o s e  lived at 

the center In o n e  of four square-mlle 

pens. Later, they w e r e  Joined by 

a b o u t  six free-ranging m o o s e  w h o  

w e r e  temporarily enclosed. T h e s e  

"guests" w e r e  t r a p p e d  In the facility 

a n d  w e r e  released later. S o m e t i m e s

" ^ O u r t a m e  a n i m a l s  arc fed, a n d  

t h c ' w iTd o n e s  g e I ~ K o o k e d  o n  It a s 

well." F r a n z m a n n  said. " T hat's o u r

biggest p r oblem.

- T f r r

Tncia 5'own .-s 
magazine

Regional Ecitoi o! Aiasxa'

Moose
CuiiSinitcd /rum page 251

by as m u c h  a s 8 0  percent, h e  said. In 

winter, a 1.00 0 - p o u n d  c o w  n e e d s  to 

eat at least 1 percent ol her b o d y  

weight.

Cal v e s  are (he first to die w h e n  

food Is scarce b e c a u s e  they are the 

least able to build fat reserves In 

s u m m e r .  Next are the yearlings, fol­

lo w e d  b y  the bull m o o s e .  Storing fat 

In A u g u s t  Is especially I m p o r t a n t  for 

hulls b e c a u s e  (hey lose their a p p e ­

tite In rutting season, a n d  more, 

they e x p e n d  a lot of e n e r g y  d ur i n g  

the rut.

Studies at th'- M R C  h a v e  s h o w n  

that t e m p e r a t u r e  d o e s  not c a u s e  

m o o s e  to migrate, hut s n o w  c a n  be a 

big factor. T h e  a n i m a l s  will dig 

t h r o u g h  the snow, or "er.itit," in 

s e a r c h  n( l o w b u s b  c r a n berries il 

(heir preferred food Is out of reach or 

b e l o w  s n o w  level. Biologists like 

F r a n z m a n n  arc c o n c e r n e d  by this 

behavior.

" C r a t c r i n g  Is a sign that the 

habitat Is not as g o o d  as it sho u l d  

be." h e  said. "If they h a v e  to crater 

for all their food, t h e y’re in a world ol 

hurt b e c a u s e  t h e y’re into negative 

energy,"

o /  J i m D a v i s . R au l  
v I  S e em c l .  J o h n  C 

I W a y n e  Hegcl ln am

I the a n i m a l s  w e r e  familiar s u b ­

jects to the leaders of several re­

s e a r c h  projects. D e p e n d i n g  o n  

w h i c h  study they w e r e  part of. s o m e  

m o o s e  w o r k e d  h a r d e r  t h a n  others to 

sustain t h e mselves, a n d  all w e r e  

w a t c h e d  closely.

T h r o u g h  the years, s o m e  of the 

m o s t  respected n a m e s  In wildlife 

biology have " g r a d u a t e d "  f r o m  the 

M R C :  Art Braille. B o b  L e K c s c h c .

A r n e s o n ,  B o b  

O l d c m e y c r  a n d  

u n o n g  t h e m .

N i n e  g r a d u a t e  students, m o s t  

f r o m  the university In Fairbanks, 

h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  their a d v unrrd-dr- 

gree research at the M R C .  O t h e r s  

h a v e  b e e n  part of minl-siudles in­

volving veterinary schools In Ihe 

L o w e r  48. A n d  s i n c e  i h e  M R C  

op e n e d ,  the staff h a s  included m a n y  

volunteers w h o  w o r k  m e r ely for 

r o o m , a q d  b o a r <3,

T h e y  live a n d  w o r k  In a n  assort­

m e n t  ol log buildings constructed by 

the staffers a n d  s t u d e n t s  t h e m ­

selves. T h e  facilities include t w o  res­

ident cabins, a lelctnetrv a n d  lab 

building, siorage area a n d  a genera- 

lor building. T h e  generator c a n  p r o­

vide all their power, bin they d o n ’t 

u s e  It full time. T h e r e  is n o  phone, 

but they d o  h a v e  radio contact with 

S<)I d r yi- 5 Q. r q a d j n  111 • s. >wav.
TTte log outbuildings "house the 

m e t a b o l i s m  c h a m b e r s ,  a scale 

house, small h o l d i n g  p e n s  a n d  a 

fully e q u i p p e d  mlni-lab. T h e s e  are 
c o n n e c t e d  to t w o  15-acre p e n s  u s e d
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(o shu f f l e  the an ima l s  f rom ihe larg- 
6V enc losed ranges.

For humans ,  d r iv ing through the 
four  enc losed a reas involves a n u m ­
ber o f  s tops to open and close gates. 
For  m o o s e—and some other  c rea­
tu re s— gett ing In and out  o f  the pens 
is as s imp le  o r  as Imposs ib le as the 
bio logists  and technic ians desire.

In ongo ing research, scientists are 
examin ing the elTectsof late breeding 
in ca l f  surv iva l .  Cow moose have two 
est rus  cycles, and researchers ques­
tion whether  calves conceived in the 
second cycle are b om  too late in the 
spring. Do they have enough time to 
grow fat in the summer ,  before their 
f i rst l ong  winte r?  Severa l  fema les 
were bred dur ing the first estrus and 
o thers  in the second This fall , the 
calves wil l  be recaptured, weighed 
and measured .  Researchers wil l re ­
peat the expe r iment  next year, said 
Chuck  Schwar tz ,  the current MRC 
director .
su red how an an ima l  responds to Its 
s u r r o u n d i n g s .  F r a n z m a n n  s a i d . 
" F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  d o c u m e'- Ing a 
moose's behav i o r  and physio logy bv 
samp l i n g  its blood o r  ha i r— these 
are but a  lew o f  the wavs in which we 
can check  how a moose Is rcsoond-

to Us env i r onmen t . "
Sa l l y Z ey l emake r ' s  dozen bot-

tng t
'
t lefed ca lves  were part  o f  a four-year 
s tudy  on moose  digest ion and nu t r i ­
t i o n .  Two  se ts  o f  the  o r p h a n e d  
moo s e  ca l v e s  were mon i t o re d  to 
measu re  how much food they ate. 
how fast II went th rough their d i ­
gest ive tracts, and how much p ro ­
tein and energy  was used a s a  result .  
T h e  Init ial  s tudies o f  what went In 
and  out o f  even, ’ moose were fo l ­
l owed by more  restr ictive testing. 
Z e y l cm ak c r  recorded the ir  me tabo l ­
ic ra tes— ly ing down versus s tand ­
ing u p— and compa red  them with 
the am oun t  o f  nut r ients  consumed,  

- j f  " T h r o u g h  these studies. ' Franz- 
m a nnsa lc l .  'w c iM cam  ho~w much a 
moose needs to eat In o rder  to sus ­
tain cc ruTfn act I vtUcs. "

CaTer In the study. J o h n  Devins, a 
U AF  m a s t e r ' s  deg re e  cand ida te ,  
d rew even mo re  specif ies. Me want ­
ed to know  when the moose were 
wa lk ing , feeding, bedding down or  
c ra tc r lng .  Wi th leg t ransmi t ters  on 
the moose . Bev ins was as good as 
there . He measu red  how an an ima l 's  
metabo l i c  rate changes  depending 
on what It's doing and  how often !; 
needs to " r e - fu e l "  as  a result .

Ano th e r  test was a clear case of  
the haves versus  the have-nots. In 
two o f  the  p en s ,  r a d i o - c o l l a r e d  
moose  chose f rom an abundance  o f  
h igh ly  nu t r i t i o us  food: In the o ther 
two. the r e s id en ts  didn't have It 
smorgasbo rd - s t y lc .  Bev ins expect*

Alaska’s Most Complete 
Pro Fishing Shop
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. t o r  decades the Blue Fox* Pixie Spoon and Vibrax Spinner have been 
considered precious metal in Alaska. Now the two come together in the 
Alaska Surv iva l Kit. a combination ol the hottest sizes and colors for 

catching salmon/stcclhead. trout, and grayling. Each lure has been 
time lestcd. Blue Fox* lures have proven to be the most effective fish 
catchine lures in Alaska.
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134 South Park, Anchorage, Alaska 99508 
(907) 277-9733
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ed to see signi f icant di f ferences In
I  the moose's act ivi ty levels. .

* In a separate feeding trial. b lo loA 
gists checked blood sampl es  o f  four  \ 
tame moose to see how thei r  energy I 
level Is related to what  t ime o f  d a y /  
they eat. /

A l though the MRC cer ta in ly  cen- 
ters on moose-re lated exper iments .
It al so serves as a logistical  base 
f o r  " n o n - m o o s e ' '  s t u d i e s .  One  
Swedish man used the facil ities for 
two summe r s  whi le s tudy ing four  
pairs o f  l oons that l ive on a nearby 
lake. And Chuck  Schwa r t z  conc lud ­
ed nine years o f  wo rk  s tudy ing  b lack 
bears on the Kena i Pen in su l a— thei r 
movements,  home ranges, popu la ­
tion and love o f  devi l 's club.

F r an zmann  se ts  pa r t  o f  the wo rk  
at the MRC as vital  to wi ldl i fe m a n ­
agement  In Alaska . An ima l s  there 
are often test sub jec ts  for research 
that Involves deve loping and testing 
new t e c hn iqu e s  an d  v e t e r i n a r y  
drugs . The drug Ive rmect in ,  used to 
counte r  ou tb reaks  o f  lice on wolves, 
was tested here, as was Car fentan i l .  
what Schwa r tz  cal ls  the "d rug  o f  
cho ice for Immob i l i z i n g  moose . "  
Cur rent  tests on the d rug  R-51163 
wil l  de te rmine I f  moose wi l l  respond 
as wel l to the new t r anqui l i z e r  as do 
e lk.  big-horn sheep and  car ibou.

' >< .Wi th volunteers  like. Ch le f_aqd 
/ Char l i e  l o help researchers  better 
u n d e r s tand  how m o o s e  ope r a t e , 
resul t s  o f  the wo rk  at the Moose 
Research Cente r  wi l l  a id po l ic ymak ­
e rs  who  mu s t  dec id e  when  and 
where to develop land and  o ther  nat ­

ural  resources,  yet ensure  natura l  
V̂ h a b l l a i  for  wildl i fe, c
< a t e n i  Lew a  2 0 - y e a r  A l a s k a n  a n a  i r e e J a n c e  

A i m e r  o n  o u t a o o r  suOiecis. h i e s  <n J u n e a u  

,\rc'e s n e  <s n o t h i n g  o n  a  o o o k  a c o u i  a n o i n e r  

asoc-:: ol n e t  n c r n e  stale

H om er's  O w n
C o n t i n u e d / r a m  p a g e  3 3

It's a Sa tu rday  night In February, 
and Tom and his wife. Debt, arc ccic- 
b ra i lng with f r iends at a Homer nock 
'»' ro l l  c lub  ca l l ed Alice's C h a m ­
pagne Palace. Most everyone Is out 
on the p lywood dance f loor, up by 
the stage where a local  band, the 
Hock Doctors ,  a re b las t ing out an 
Elvi s Coste l l o tunc. Tom tips a shot 
of  whiskey and a beer sent to the 
table by a wel l -wisher .

l i e  doesn' t  l o o k  at a l l  l i ke he 
sounds , or even how he writes. "Peo­
ple expect me to be In my  50s .  fat 
and ugly." he says.  In reality, he's a 
fit 33-ycar-o ld wi th longtsl i  brown 
ha i r  and gray-b luc eyes, who wears 
wl re - r lm glasses, and on this occa ­
sion. l ea ther tenn is  shoes , pleated 
pants  and a thin lea ther  tie.

On the radio. Bodett tel ls his tales 
In a slow, folksy, a lmost  Sou the rn  
drawl : oiT-mlke. his speech Is less 
affected, flatter, sounding more like 
the Michigan native he Is.

He d rag s  on  a M a r l b o r o  and  
reaches across the bar table to shake 
a buddy's hand.

“ We d id  tw ic e  as  g o o d  as  I 
thought we'd do.'' he yel ls over the 
music. "It's a  winner .  I f  It doesn't go. 
It's not because we didn't give lt ou r  
best."

Bodett and crew had Just come 
from the high school 's Mar iner  T h e ­
ater. where they'd given two pe r fo r ­
m a n c e s  o f  s t o r y - t e l l i n g  a n d  
muslc-play lng to a sel l -out c rowd o f  
near ly 1.000 people.

"The  End o f  the Road Rev iew" 
was the biggest thing to happen to 
Homer all winter, and lt he ld p r o m ­
ise for bigger things In the town's 
future.

The show, created by Bodett and 
Home r p la n l s t - c ompose r  J o h n n y  
Bushel!, was a pilot for  a nat iona l l y  
syndicated commerc ia l  rad io var ie ­
ty show or iginat ing In H ome r  every 
week.

The target date for the first live 
broadcast f rom Home r Is Sept .  1. 
Stat ions th r oughout  the c oun t r y  re ­
ceived tapes o f  the pi lot and Bodett  
made a sales pitch to radio execu­
tives when he f lew to the Nat ional  
Association o f  B roadcaste rs  annua l  
meeting In Las Vegas last spr ing . 
"We're getting ail green l ights . " he 
said.
• Dick Brescia, a fo rme r  CBS  exec­
utive who heads the New York c om ­
pany market ing the pr og ram ,  p lans  
to l ine up at least 100 s ta t ions to a ir  
It. Mote! 6. natura l l y  enough ,  was 
the first sponsor  to sign.

Regardless If the show fl ics on 
n a t i o n a l  a i rw a v e s ,  th e  f o l k s  In 
Homer loved what they heard that 
night. Bodett told them In his o p en ­
ing remarks,  before the tape star ted 
running, that he was a im ing the 
show at a guy 8 0  mi les  west o f  O m a ­
ha who's dr iv ing home  with a six- 
pack o f  beer  to wa tch r e r u n s  o f  
"Al f ."

"Wha t  I want him to do is sit In his 
driveway, and listen lo  the rest o f  the 
show." Bodett said.

The show was pat te rned a f ter  ra ­
dio variety pr og rams  o f  ihe 1940s .  a 
format revived on  publ ic radio In the 
mid-1970s by Gar r i s on Ke i l l o r  s "A 
Pral r l c Home C ompan i on . "

This  one Included severa l  o r ig i ­
nal rags and boogtrs by Bushe l l .  a 
loose- jointed p iano Jockey whose 
f lai l ing e lbows and bounc ing legs 
kept (he audience wonder ing  If he'd 
fall of f the bench. Bodei t  prof i l ed a 
few of Homer's  more co l o r fu l  c h a r ­
acters. rough ly  based on real  l owns-
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people, who'd be regu lars  If the show 
Is syndicated.

There was Thmera DuPrey. the 
vegetar ian activist who'd make gag­
ging noises If you got In front o f  her 
at the grocery  wi th a package o f  
hambu rge r :  Pas tor  F rank ,  a black- 
belt fundamenta l i s t  f rom the First 
and Las t  Bapt i s t  Chu rch ,  whose 
wife got so upset at a lecture on 
evo lut ion that she pursed her l ips 
together and d is located her Jaw: and 
the town's se l f -appo inted mystic.  
Rev. Sapphi re ,  who c la ims  spir i tual  
k inship with cot j  dust ,  rocks and 
the like, hav ing fal len out o f  the sky 
and ga th e red  h im s e l f  up on the 
beach.

Compa r i s on s  between "End  o f  
the R o a d "  and "A  Pra i r ie  Home 
Compan ion "  I rk Bodett .  but they're 
Inevitable. Bodett  has some o f  the 
same gifts that made  Kei l lo r suc­
cessful .  an easy touch In writ ing and 
delivery. One o f  the biggest di f f er­
ences Is that Homer , unl ike Lake 
Wobegon,  Is a real place.

"It's al l Homer . "  Bodett said as 
the last o f  the c rowd fi ltered out o f  
the a u d i t o r i u m .  " I  can ' t  s ay  It 
enough.  The  suppo r t  f rom people 
here  Is un l i k e  an y th ing  you can 
descr ibe."

_________________ G
Homer hasn' t a lways been Bodeti 's 
home.

He grew up In Sturg is .  Mich., one 
o f  f ive b ro th e rs  a nd  sisters,  and 
spent his high school  years wres­
tl ing and wri t ing scif-dcscrtbcd bad 
poetry.  A 107 -p ound  l ightweight 
who  was  c a l l e d  " B o d a "  by h is  
f r iends, he worked summe r s  In the 
recreational  vehicle factory across 
(he border  In Lagrange. Ind.

Bodett went on to col lege at Mich­
igan State and spent a ycar-and-a- 
ha l f  In the wri t ing prog ram there.

"1 was f rus tra ted . "  he recal ls. "1 
real ized I hadn't a d am n  thing to say.
I had noth ing to write abou t . "

So he headed toward the West 
Coast , c am .n g  money  as a ca rp en ­
ter. By 1976. he was work ing In c an ­
neries. and logg ing and bui lding 
In Petersburg, an Is land town south 
o f  J u n e a u  In ra iny sou th eas te rn  
Alaska.

Dur ing  his travels. Bodett regu­
la r ly  wrote his high school  friend. 
Debt Hochste l l cr .  He Invited her to 
Petersburg, and before she real ized 
It. she was a ma i l -o rder  bride.

Here she was. an art  teacher In a 
sma l l  f i shing town (hat a l ready had 
the on l y  a r t  teacher  the schoo ls 
needed. The  place was nothing l ike 
where she ’d come f rom.  It rained 
al l  the t im e— 106 Inches a year— 
and the o n l y  ro ad s  were a round  
town. In six mon ths ,  the teaching 
Job opened , and she took it. But  deep
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In the continuing uuest for'the./ F o r  the I ait two species n a m e d .  It 

wisest an d  best use of (lie lands of v, would be appropriate lo suggest carl- 

Alaska, the idea of m o d e m  g a m e  ran-^i; ^ ou a n d  p e r h a p s  m u s k  ox for our

V;i.;,Y«y -.V

• * *"• «v*i * "

c o n s i d e r a t i o n

chlng n o w  merits serious consldera-f/-[ lalga, m u s k e g ,  bit) a n d  valley country 

'ion. G a m e  ranching could have a n  I ofjnlerlor Alaska. . .

Important role In any reasoned see-'.*' 

nr rio for use of Interior Alaska lands 

today an d  tomorrow. ;.,

There are successful models else­

where, notably in Africa, Australia, 

and fo, * very long time In parts of 
Europe. There is growing Interest In 

N e w  Zealand a nd C a n a d a  wh e r e  pre­

liminary assessments of (he practical 

as well as the potential are most e n­
couraging.

Appearing in the M a y  1975 Issue of 

ll>e Journal of M a n g e  M a n a g e m e n t ,  a 
fine article b y  Teller a n d  Scolter, 
“Potential for G a m e  M a n c h l n g  in 

lloreal A s p e n  Forests of W e s t e r n  

Canada," is an eye opener for those of 

its unfamiliar with the extensive and 

rapidly growing body of professional 

literature on the topic. 'Hie Canada- 

hased article is of particular signifi­

cance for Interior Alaskans w h e r e  

similar favorable conditions exist for 

successful g a m e  ranching o p e r a­

tions: large acreages ol marginal 

agricultural a n d  forest lands, with 

“shallow s n o w  cover, productive 

soils, variety of vegetative types, and 

a variety of native wild ungulates, in-
1 * n t’ t i i ..................  -U ,t , "

Teller a nd Scotler define g a m e  ra n­
ching as “the keeping of wild m a m ­

mals, principally large ungulates, 
In fenced en i '

* ^  J) llllllifiiillt.'
W o o d  i.

either in fenced enclosures or under 

close surveillance, so that efficient 

systematic harvesting of m e a t  Is 

possible. T h e  animals thus kept In 

semi-domesllcalion m a y  be cither ex­

otic or native species, but g a m e  ra n­

ching usually refers lo Ihe latter."

In its broad application g a m e  ra n­

ching has been practiced extensively 

for years in the 1>ower <8: For e x a m ­
ple, pheasant farms In the Midwest, 

quail a nd wild turkey private g a m e  

preserves in the Southeast and South, 

bison, elk, and antelope projects in 

M o n t a n a  an d  W y o m i n g ,  s o m e  under 

Joint public/private state-of-the-art 

m a n a g e m e n t  practices.

In the last hall dozen years g a m e  

ranching in Ihe form ol aquaculture 

featuring both public and privately fi­

nanced s a l m o n  a nd trout hatcheries 

lias rejuvenated a diminishing fishing 

industry, as well as greatly Improved 

increasingly popular sports fishing In 

Alaskan waters. A  most dramatic in­

stance of successful big scale gninc 
rnurhfn i' is n f rn i i r c c  I he l i i o i K ’-’i i i ix l

Views e ep re s ie d h e ro  do not n ecesso rtly . 
re p resen t those o f the D itty  News-Mtner

of L a k e  Michigan from Ihe status of 

the dying to that of Ihe vigorously 

alive. T h e  successful transplanting of 
A l a s k a  silver s a l m o n ,  “C o h o s , "  

turned the trick. Moth sport lisldng 

an d  coinmerciul fishing w e r e  never 

as good at any lime in history as they 
are n o w  In L a k e  Michigan.

Earlier this year a realistic an d  e x­

citing proposal for the introduction of 

g o m e  ranching in Interior Alaska, 

featuring bison (our beloved an d  b e­

rated Delta buffalo), moose, caribou, 

a n d  possibly m u s k  ox, w a s  m a d e  hy 

M u d  en d  M a r t h a  llclmcricks of Fair­

banks, long time, well-known authors 

a n d  Arctic consultants. F o r  m a n y  

years they h ave lived with (heir three 

sons, one n o w  a llhodes Scholar at O x ­

ford after graduating f rom Lulhrpp 

H i g h  with honors in 1976, In their 

headquarters h o m e  at the m o u t h  of 

Ihe Colville Mivcr on the coast of the
A !/• C\rr :*•>

g u id in g ,  ( ly ing , A rc t ic  e ng in e e r in g  
and in fo rmat ion serv ices w h i le  s tudy­
ing  the H igh  North and w r it ing  about 
It successfu l ly .

H a rm o n  "Mud"  l l e tm e r ic k s  and 
Martha  are p rom inent pioneers of Hie 
last ha lf of the 20th century . H is  "Lust 
Of Ihe  Lush P ilots" bus been h igh ly  
a cc ia im ed  by Hie genera l p ub l ic  as 
w e l l  as the Arc t ic  buffs.

T h e  l le tm er ick s '  proposa l, w h ic h  
has I>ccn subm itted to sta le a dm in is ­
tra t ive  a id leg is la t iv e  leaders and to 
Un ive rs i ty  of Alaska agr icu ltu re  and 
w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e m e n t s  e x p e r t s ,  
shou ld be g iven  Ihe  closest scru t iny  
and serious cons iderat ion for a c c om ­
p l ishment du r ing  the 1903 leg is la t ive  
session.

Sett ing aside in  some appropr iate 
m ann e r  m a rg in a l  a g r ic u l t u r a l  and 
forest lands o l In te r io r  Alaska for a 
p ilot game ranch ing  pro ject of 25.000 
to 30,000 acres, app rox im a te ly  40 to 50 
square m i les , makes good sense. T he  
first effort m ight w e l l  be in  (lie Delta 
area as a comp lem en ta ry  undertak ­
in g  to the  a g r i c u l t u r e  p r o j e c t .  A 
second m igh t be p lanned jo in t ly  w ith 
the Nenana agr icu ltu re  proposal.

G am e  ranch ing  Is com pa t ib le  w ith  
Ih e  im i l l ip le-usc p r in c ip le  o l sound 
land u t i l iza t ion . I n  add it ion to s c ie n ­
t i f ic a l ly  m anaged  w i ld l i t e  enhance-
• non* *» «»r ••♦■••I i*Mi * •' ' lllltiniT

and w inter recreat ion outlets are pr 
v idcd , front an opportun ity (or loti 
ists actua l ly lo sec trig game an ima 
of Alaska in l l ie i r  natura l habitat 
sk iing and o i l ie r w inter sports lor r 
sidcnts.

There are. of course, many  quc 
l inns to be raised and answered, |xn 
l iv e  and construct ive view|x>inls to I 
discussed, in  order that appropr ia 
action can l>c taken on a sound has 
dur ing (be 1963 session in Juneau

Gam e ranch ing for Inter ior Alask 
is a worthwh i le  idea whose t im e h 
co in c . In  a subsequent a rt ic le  li: 
take a look together at some o( II 
aspects of game ranch ing  that won 
l ie of part icu la r interest lo residcn 
of the area. 1'ypically some of Hie 
interests m ay l>e in conf l ic t , perha; 
in  most cases from lack of basic t 
forma i ion .

Fortunate ly  we have ava i lab le  
a l l  of us the good counse l o l we 
in fo rm ed  and exper ienced  speci: 
ized l a k n l ,  such as that of Hud ai 
M ar lha  He i inc r icks . We need not ve 
lu re  alone into Ihe dark on yet anotli 
wild-goose chase as we address a (u 
d am en ta l fact of l ife : that id le 
s o u r c e s  a r c  a lu x u r y  no p eop l 
how eve r  r i c h ly  endowed , can loi 
a ltord. l ^e l ’s put “ our lands where oi 
dead l ie  bur ied" lo sens ib le good u
• i» >.ii • t’f•*! •



F a r m i n g  t a s k  f o r c e  

u r g e s  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n

jv>\v.;r; *r’: ̂ ssr5x,«?f

By BRIAN O’DONOGHUE 
Staff Writer

The future of agriculture in Alas­
ka depends not on seeding big pro­
jects with state dollars, but on t-.et 
farms, moose ranching and other 
efforts that market specialised, 
quality products, according to a 
task force preparing recommenda­
tions for Gov. Walter Hickel.
After months of public hearings 

around the state; Hickel’s 11- 
member task force is nearing com­
pletion of drafting recommenda­
tions on a new state agriculture 
policy for the 1990s.
During a public hearing Friday 

at the University of Alaska Fair­
banks, a consensus took shape 
within the task force in support of 
the following points:

•  Better marketing efforts are 
needed, possibly in conjunction 
with an improved state inspection 
program. ' •
• The state should continue to 

make land available for farming, 
but in smaller blocks under a varie­
ty of t:aJes conditions and home­
steading options.

•• The Legislature needs to 
address problems created, by the 
restricted titles conveyed in recent 
agricultural land programs. These 
programs have left farmers depen­
dent-on state loans for develop-'-' 
ment, as.the ag-titles are ‘‘not' 
bankable,’’ as,task force chairman■> 
Harold.Heinze put it., 
i •  The state should support prac- /; 
ticai research,, while doing a better t 
job- of spreading-, the news about . 
successful products and technolo­
gies.
- • The state needs to assure the 
availability of farm operating

loans to finance seed, fertilizer or 
other annual purchases.
• Tree farming and other select, 

forestry programs should be man­
aged as a form of agriculture, giv­
ing farmers on state ‘‘ag parcels" 
the option of raising such crops.
• The task force supports'“un­

restricted ownership and domestic 
breeding of all animals, including 
game species.
“That little point there will be 

controversial," Heinze said, allud­
ing to Fish and Game's past opposi­
tion to moose fanning legislation.
Task force member Mike Schultz 

suggested the recommendations 
should be linked to specific produc­
tion goals. “I thought one of our 
duties would be to set a goal of' 
where we ought to be eight, 10 years 
from now,” said the Delta Junction 
farmer. . ■ •
Lt. Gov: Jack. Coghill agreed. ‘I 

think we’re all on the same; 
wavelength of having an: overall' 
agriculture policy," said Coghill. - 
“That plan has gotto be putin there 
someplace. ”•
Heinze said he favored moreL 

general policy statements.
“One of the problems of putting.- 

in goals is it sounds'like'the mis-_ 
takes of the.past .7'.Heinze said..', 
“Let. the.marketyrace-control 
Wetve heard'a lot.from small fami-" 
ly farms.. They’re alive.‘and welL. 
Most ofthem'arejiist. telling-us to.1’ 
'get outofthe^j^t^^

MembersoFtKr&slTforce in--.' 
dude Htinze^CoghiD,' Schultz, Jim '' 
C arter,'‘D avevW right, Bob 
Havemeister, Rob Sextao, James-■' 
Drew, .Herb J^anan, Mark Kul-" 
stad and Bob B a e r . - . . . ’•*



Game Production: 
Agricultural Diversification For Alaska?

Lyle A. Renecker

I t has become abundantly clear in recent years 
that agricultural enterprises must diversify if 
they hope to survive. North America has 

wrestled with the concept of alternative agricul­
tural practices for over 20 years. Farmers no longer 
want to approach this business of agriculture with 
all "their peas in one pod." Political subsidy wars, 
stabilization plans, depressed commodity prices, 
and over-production are among the reasons why 
traditional fanning is less profitable and why farm­
ers are diversifying their conventional farm busi­
nesses. To the real people in the agricultural sector—  
the farmers— any change must offer a positive cash 
flow. More importantly, it must gain the confi­
dence and general interest of farmers.

Consumer trends have been towards healthier 
and leaner meat products. Meat from native wild 
ungulates is a natural candidate because of its lean 
qualities, low percentage of intramuscular fat, and 
low energy content. In 1986, a conference was held 
in Des Moines, Iowa which provided 100 options 
for diversification of the farming community. Deer 
farming was among them. Commercial game 
fanning would seem a natural alternative to con­
ventional agricultural enterprises that choose to 
diversify and attempt to meet the greater demand 
for leaner meats. Here, I describe some of the his­
tory behind game production in North America, 
important political and conservation considerations 
that involve the game industry and private sector, 
and how .Alaska may fit into the greater global 
picture.

Historical Perspective

Lyle A. Renecker, Assistant Professor 
of Animal Science (Reindeer), School of 
Agriculture and Land Resources Man­
agement, University of Alaska 
Fairbanks.

Man has been associated with the use of na­
tive wild herbivores in North America since Paleo­
lithic times more than 1001000 years ago. Prior to the 
arrival of European fur traders, the Great Plains of 
North America were abound with wildlife. An 
estimated 35-75 million plains bison and about 10 
million wapiti lived on the continent.

In historic times, native ungulates were uti­
lized as an available source of food first by indig­
enous Indians and then by explorers and later by 
settlers who arrived in North America in search of 
new homes. From his explorations in western 
Canada, Samuel Heame in 1770 stated that "moose 
were the easiest of the deer kind to tame." Home­
steaders quickly recognized the favorable disposi­
tion of moose and often trained them as beasts of 
burden or for light farm chores (Figure 1).

However, as this new civilization pushed 
westward, populations of wild ungulates were 
slaughtered because of the unprecedented need for 
food by the frontier settlements and loss of habitat 
to conventional agriculture. Bison ht rds were soon 
decimated in such numbers that betv 'een 1873 and 
181 5 approximately 6.75 million head, were killed 
(most in the United States Midwest). By 1889, Wil­
liam Homaday estimated that only 635 bison re­
mained in North America. Existence of plains bison 
today stems from the private efforts of a Flathead 
Indian and seven ranchers. The roots of plains 
bison populations were largely derived from 54 
wild calves that were caught and raised by these 
private individuals. This historical event was of 
great consequence in the conservation of the spe­
cies and delivers a message about the role of the 
farmer in wildlife management.

Interest in the commercial production of native 
herbivores continued to thrive in Canada. In 1915, 
the Federal Department of Agriculture established 
a program to evaluate the potential of plains bison 
x cattle crosses. The purpose was to develop a breed 
that retained the natural adaptive characteristics of 
bison to extreme environmental conditions, but 
maintain the favorable meat characteristics and
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temperament of cattle. The 
program was terminated in 
1973. Based on the research 
findings over the years of 
the program , it was 
determ ined that cross 
breeding the two species 
would not be as successful 
as concentrating on 
improving the bison or 
cattle.

Figure 1. Moose pulling an Indian travois in north central Alberta (c. 1899). 
Photograph by C.W. Mathers; permission granted by Saskatchewan Archives 
(Renecker et al. 1989).

Early Interest in Production 

Strategies

With establishment of 
Elk Island National Park, a 
working model of a rr ixed- 
species grazing syste. n  was 
initiated. This production 
strategy utilized an assem­
blage of a grazer (bison), 
mixed feeder (wapiti), and 
browser (moose) which 
have minimal overlap in 
their winter food habits. The 
Kikino Metis Settlement, in North Central Alberta, 
Canada was the first to apply this large-scale (game 
ranch) management system to a commercial opera­
tion. This strategy dilutes tire cost of fencing by 
increasing the size of the land base to more than 9 Vi 
miles square and minimizes the labor-input by 
stocking animals at carrying capacity with no 
supplementary feeding. However, the experience 
of the Kikino Wildlife Ranch was one of little con­
trol over animal movement and economic opportu­
nities were limited to winter when animals can be 
baited into corrals or traps. The decision of the 
Kikino operation was a change in direction to more 
intensive management.

Few private land owners possess the large 
contiguous tract of land that is necessary for an 
extt isive game ranch. As a result, most commercial 
operations have been intensive game farms, on 
smaller properties, with supplementary feeding, 
which orchestrates a farm management program 
that exploits all economic opportunities.

Game farming in some Canadian provinces 
has been increasing at a rate of 30% per year. There 
are about 17,700 wapiti and 82,600 plains bison on

commercial farms and ranches in Canada and the 
United States. At this stage of development, the 
game / bison farm industries are largely cons trained 
by availability of breeding stock. It is logical to 
predict that it will require about 15-20 years for the 
industry to grow and reach a stable level that is 
based on the price of meat For example, if the 
commercial population of wapiti in Canada con­
tinued to grow with the assumptions of good 
management and normal harvest of products and 
animals, by 2004, a respectable over-wintering herd 
of more than 200,000 head would be present on 
farms (Figure 2). This stock would produce annu­
ally 10,500 tons live weight of wapiti for meat 
production and 133 tons of velvet antlers (Figure 3) 
for total gross returns of about 562 million (US).

Industry Development in Alaska at a Glance

Physical Environment

The climate of Alaska is extremely pulsed 
with short warm summers from June to September 
and typically cold winters with a mean January



' minimum temperature of about -19° F in the Inte­
rior. Tht vegetation varies from temperate forest to 
montane and tundra types. Only a small proportion 
of Alaska has a climate and soil base that is suitable 
for cultivation and crop production. These areas 
consist of the Cook Iniet-Susitna Lowland and tae 
Tanana Valley of the Interior Alaska Lowlands. 
Where agriculture is practiced, the principal crops 
grown in Alaska are cereals (barley and oats), grasses 
for hay and silage, and potatoes. Because of ex­
tremely cold winters and frost conditions forage 
legume crops are not widely grown in Alaska.

Generally, crop production and grazing in 
these regions are limited by a growing season which 
varies from three to four months. However, on 
Kodiak Island and the Aleutians, grazing can be 
maintained year round with some supplemental 
feeding. The best soils for grass production are 
those with good drainage, have a natural vegeta­
tion cover of grasses and forbs, and receive ad­
equate precipitation. Organic soils are poorly 
drained and susceptible to flooding and erosion. 
Tundra soils are generally limited in depth and by 
the environment and not good for intensive agricul­
tural production.

Commercial Game Production

Under the current game farm regulations in 
Alaska, commercial game production is permis­
sible with bison, musk oxen, reindeer, or wapiti. 
Commercial reindeer herding has been practiced 
by indigenous people in the state of Alaska since the 
turn of the century. During the industry's develop­
ment, health, management, and marketing pro­
grams have been developed and applied. The result 
has been an extremely important industry to both 
the Seward Peninsula, where much of the industry 
is concentrated, and the state as a whole. Because of 
their adaptive behavior and tolerance to harsh envi­
ronments, wapiti and bison are other target species 
that could be easily farmed by the private sector in 
the agricultural regions of Alaska. For example, 
wapiti eat less than cattle, adjust quickly to con­
ventional feedstuff's, and their gregarious behavior 
is compatible with intensive production. Each of 
these species has adapted to northern environments. 
With interest in alternative agriculture systems, 
ecological, physiological, and behavioral adapta­
tions of these wild or semi-domestic species could
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Figure 2. Projected growth of the population of wapiti on 
Canadian game farms until 2004.

be deployed with an advantage to the fanner. These 
species have growth cycles adapted to the seasonal 
food supply and cold tolerance and digestive sys­
tems to rxfiriently utilize native, as well as, domes­
tic forages. For example, bison have adapted to 
more efficient utilization of low quality feedstuffs 
than cattle, wapiti are very productive with high 
growth rates, and reindeer have adapted to both 
extensive herding in the tundra and, as with other 
species, they have shown promise for intensive 
farm operations.

The Private Land Issue

Perhaps the greatest challenge that faces gov­
ernment wildlife agencies is management of re­
sources on private lands. It is difficult to convince a 
farmer that he should not drain a wetland, clear a 
forest, or plow a grassland if it translates into more 
cash returns and less disparity in his annual budget. 
The farmer requires a tangible benefit in order to 
fully appreciate the importance of these marginal 
agricultural lands. Game and bison farming may 
have created that tangible benefit.

During the winter of 1986-87, there was an 
estimated 1 million acres of topsoil lost in Western 
Canada from wind erosion. From pre-settlement to 
1985, about 40% of the prairie wetlands disap­
peared, and during 1984-85, some calcula tions have 
shown that forests were being removed at a rate of 
80 ac / hr in Western Canada. These areas, like many 
in Alaska, are marginal, fragile, and proba bly should 
never have been altered. They were excellent habitats 
and range for wapiti and bison and with proper
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' cies that are naturally adapted to these conditions. 
With the high value and returns for reindeer, wapiti, 
and bison, intensive farm operadons should seri­
ously consider diversifying conventional agricul­
tural enterprises. If the cost of production is 70-76 
percent that of beef and the returns are two-to-three 
times the price of beef, as has been observed for 
wapiti and bison (as described by Renecker et al., 
1989: p. 264), then it is only common sense to 
provide the best management possible. Currently, 
there is one wapiti producer in the state of Alaska. 
Howe ver, it is important for every perspective game 
'armer to understand the infrastructure, manage­
ment, and pr )duction needs of the species to be 
farmed and Lie markets where they can sell their 
products. But, a new industry must remember that 
strong public support is maintained through devel­
opments that are ethical and iogical. There must 
also be a clear direction in the regulatory proce­
dures of the industry and this originates from con­
sistent definitions mentioned earlier. This new in­
dustry of game farming could offer a method o.' 
agricultural diversification for Alaskan farmeis, 
however, we will never know unless we conduct 
the necessary research on which to develop the 
industry. In a capsule, the needed research is: a) a 
study of relocation and nutritional stress; b) herd 
health programs; c) pasture management; d) herd 
management and productivity; and e) market de­
velopment- Droduct consistency, supply consolida­
tion. □
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by

Lyle A. Renecker 
Assistant Professor, Agriculture and Forestry Experiment Station,

University of Alaska Fairbanks

Game production is not exactly new to man. Man has been associated with the use of 
native wild herbivores in North America since Paleolithic times more than 10,000 years ago. 
Deer farming has been practiced by the Chinese peopie for more than 2,000 years. Also, reindeer 
herding has been present in the cultures of nonhem Europe and Asia for over 2,000 years. The 
Romans enclosed deer in parks for both pleasure and profit as was stated by Columella in 
accounts of ancient times that "wild creatures such as red, roc, and fallow deer... sometimes 
serve to enhance the splendor and the pleasure of their owners, and sometimes bring profit and 
revenue1'. He also makes note of deer being in enclosures and given supplemental feed in order 
that "..when the custom of giving feasts called for game, it might be produced as it were out of 
store". This is not that different from what we perceive as game farming today.

Agriculture today must diversify in order to realistically anticipate survival. One of the 
options which has been pursued around the world is game farming. The form and rules vary in 
accordance with the political jurisdiction, however, the concept is not new. For a complete world 
wide perspective, see Renecker and Hudson (Wildlife Production: Conservation and Sustainable 
Development; 1991).

Management Systems

In order to develop and diversify wildlife management strategies, a blend of protective 
(parks), multiple-use (integrated), and productive strategies should be employed. Protective 
measures represent parks and wildlife preserves but these areas are small and usually are 
separated by political boundaries. Multiple-use or sometimes referred to as integrated or 
compromise systems attempt to satisfy the conflicting demands of several users. Land uses are 
integrated in this type of management system typical of government jurisdictions in order to 
maximize benefits, however, there are always trade-offs. Finally, the missing link in complete 
diversification of wildlife s: inagement is productive systems. Here a single resource is managed

BRIEF ON GAME PRODUCTION
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intensively for peak performance. Game ranching/farming is one way to provide this missing 
dimension. Today, present concepts relate to control on removal rates of wildlife and gu; rantce a 
supply of wild stock for sport hunting. However, this does not resolve the management issue on 
privareiy-owned land where importance is an isrue of value.

Demands for Precise Definition

One of the most important considerations in the deveiopment of a commercial game 
production industry is the proper definition of the business at hand. Terms can confuse and 
suggest different conceptual ideas to various sectors of che public. Therefore it is important that 
definitions be concise and consistent with oiological and agricultural terminology. Specifically, I 
refer to the confusion that can revolve around the use of either game cropping, herding, 
ranching, or farming. Tnese are clearly denned by Renecker (Agroboreaiis 23: 20-24; 1990).

Positives Realized

Growth &. Demand - In recent yean, conventional agricultural has been subjected to 
continual pressure of diversification. The fanning business continent wide has been plagued 
with family farm foreclosures as a result of low commodity prices and political subsidy wars. 
Commercial game production offers a lean, hcaithy meat product that is in public demand. In 
return, this health conscious society is willing to pay sound returns for a quality, consistent 
product. Over the last 5 years, there has been a consistent increase in the trade of farm-raised 
venison. For example, from 1986 to 1991, New Zealand has increased its export sales of venison 
from about 1.300 metric tonnes to 3,000. The increase has come with concomitant demand for 
standards of quality and supply. In 1991, the USA alone bought New Zealand farm-raised 
venison valued at over S 1 million which has doubled from the mid 1980's. Clearly, the market 
will bear a considerable increase in supply, however, growth must occur in the industry wc'd- 
wide to meet this demand for a qualiry product. Quality Alaska reindeer, wapiti, or biscn are 
possible candidates for sale in this marketplace.

Culmrally-consistent - An additional benefit is the culrurally-consistcnt livelihood it 
provides for our Native people. Whether, the production str^egy is farming or herding, 
commercial game production can provide employment and financial opportunities and yet 
attempt to remain in balance with traditional cultures.
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Health - Disease regulation and controi has been a concern of both opponents and 
proponents of this new industry. For example, there has been conrinuous blame placed on the 
game industry for the outbreak of the tuberculosis situauon in. Canada and the lower 48 states of 
the USA. However, is this a reaiisric evaluation or, in fact, was it the game production industry 
that has raised important questions that relate to the testing of even domestic ruminants.
Precisely, the tuberculosis situation resulted from a breakdown in the screening process - the 
tests were not accurate enough. This does not open an immediate arena for emcc'onal and erratic 
decisions but rather the situation must be resolved to allow business to be conducted as usual. 
Remember, this means the industry will have clean, healthy animals because they can be tested 
or vaccinated - and the system works. These newly developed techniques can then be applied by 
biologists to wild populations of ungulates.

Game animals have few unique diseases and are generally are considered to have fewer 
parasite/disease problems than livestock. Once intensive practices are employed on the range or 
farm, animals can be managed through normal health program procedures.

Fences and Handling • Fences and handling are incredibly important. As with other 
animais, facility designs must be utilized that minimize stress and take advantage of the animal’s 
natural behavior to the manager's advantage Game farm producers have rapidly learned these 
behavioral principles and adapted methoc''* that facilitate management. For example, any wild or 
even an animal habituated to the presence of humans will rarely move down a straight alley that 
ends in a right angle comer or a dark shadow that streams across the end of the passage. It could 
be referred to as natural instinct or perhaps common sense. However, place a slight bend or 
curve in the alley and the animal can see there is a possible exit and a place to hide and feel 
secure from the herder who approaches from the rear. The animal moves around the comer into 
the security of a holding pen and the gate is closed before realizing that it is captured .

Fence materials (hi-tensile retting) have been developed and marketed specifically 
designed for game farms. Various combinations can be used to meet both practical and legal 
concerns for the perimeter and management needs of the internal paddocks. There is also wire 
netting that is designed with smaller openings at the bottom that increase in opening size towards 
the top. This keeps dogs and coyotes outside and prevents small calves from escaping.

Development Plan - Since facilities are essential it is important that the farm layout and 
design for the initial construction and future developments arc thoroughly considered. A
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development pi in has helped many game fanners and herders plan their needs for infrastructure 
and capital many years in advance.

Economics and Markets - The initial investment for physical structures (eg. fences, 
handling facilities, etc,) is higher than for livestock production. However, bams and calving 
sheds arc not required as they are with cattle. Markets for farmed and herded game animals exist 
and appear to have the potential to expand in the future. In Alaska, reindeer, wapiti, and bison 
are potentially three possible source of lean and well-flavored meat which is in consumer 
demand. Velvet antler is another commodity produced by both wapiti and reindeer chat is 
utilized in Asian pharmaceuticals and traditional tonics. Other markets, such as for breeding 
stock, viewing, etc., can also be explored and researched.

Poaching - It has been suggested that poaching will increase with the expansion of the 
legal market for game meat. This will be improbable because of consumer desires for a 
consistent, high quality product. Ic implies government inspection and ante and post mortem 
inspection. In order to obtain the government stamp, the meat must be handled under rigorous 
standards which will be one of the producer's platforms for marketing a quality specialcy-item.

It is obvious that there is potential in this new industry - situations and developments 
both around the world and here in Alaska have shown this. The industry will require research as 
it integrates and grows in size. An important issue is the continuous interaction, understanding, 
and compromises of all persons involved in order to ensure logical business development.
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A RESOLUTION RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMPREHENSIVE 
AND PROGRESSIVE POLICY OF GAME AND HABITAT ENHANCEMENT FOR THE 
STATE OF ALASKA.

GOAL: DEVELOPMENT OF A WRITTEN PLAN FOR THE LONG RANGE MAVTMUM 
UTILIZATION OF ALASKA’S NATURAL GAME AND HABITAT RESQV ;CES 
WITH THE CONCURRENT ENHANCEMENT AND PROTECTION OF OTHER 
RESOURCE VALUES.

WHEREAS without a working Stare o-f Alaska policy which is 
clearly defined and supported by the people of Alaska, by the 
Legislature and by the Governor, little progress will be made 
toward an economically worthwhile program o-f game and habitat 
enhancement in Alaska; and

WHEREAS the people o-f Alaska generally lack the knowledge o-f 
the economic and esthetic benefits of a wise game and ha.i tat 
enhancement program commonly applied in oti er nations
throughout the world; and

WHEREAS the -full potential o-f the wildlife resource in Alaska 
has not been realized; and

WHEREAS modern methods of habitat enhancement such as wildfire 
management are not being used to their highest potential; and

WHEREAS game and habitat enhancement can promote economic 
development and future well being for all Alaskans; and

WHEREAS Alaska has fallen behind other states and nations 
of the world in optimizing game and habitat enhancement
opportunities; and

WHEREAS active terrestrial game and habitat enhancement 
programs have been neglected while fisheries enhancement 
programs have demonstrated a profound economic success.

WHEREAS Alaska provides a unique opportunity with the
establishment of large tracts of privately owned land with 
excellent game and habitat opportuntiesi and

WHEREAS Alaska now produces far less game than enhanced 
habitat is potentially capable of supporting and does not 
realize the full potential of modern active manac'.inenx: 
techniques promoting the wise use of the renewable base. This
includes but is not limited to; habitat enhancement, gams
ranching or herding, fur farming, consumer and subsistence 
food and fur needs, industrial raw materials and aesthetic
products at competitive prices on the world market.

WHEREAS Alaska has a minimum of 220 million acres of land
capable of supporting game and habitat management programs. 
The land includes 44 million acres owned by Alaska Natives 
and 104 mi 11 ion__acres owned by the State of Alaska.
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WHEREAS there has been a failure to coorcinate w i e n i n  ; n e  
State and between the State and federal government, p r o g r a m s  
and policies regarding game and habitat enhancement.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the State 
of Alaska hereby commits to a policy o f  game and habitat 
enhancment that encourages and promo'. 3 S  the wise u s e  o f  
Alaska’s renewable resources including, but not limiti*: to 
the following actions:

<1) The State of Alaska shall promptly determine the r.ost
expedient means to promote game and habitat manage, .unt
programs.

(2) The State of Alaska shall identify and remedy current
State statutory and regulatory barriers to game and habitat 
enhancement.

(3) The State of Alaska shall actively assist in the planning 
and development and when appropriate, in the financing of game 
and habitat enhancement programs.

(4) State of Alaska agencies shall work closely with private 
and Native land owners and with federal land owners to
cooperatively stimulate game and habitat enhancement programs 
and to provide for the processing and marketing of game as a 
result of these programs.

(5) The State of Alaska, in coopsratic 1 with educational 
enties within the State shall develop an information and 
education program designed to inform and involve the public 
about the benefits and potential of game and habitat 
enhancement.

<6> The Legislature, in cooperation with the Governor, shall 
establish a task force, composed of representatives of 
forestry, game management, agriculture, business, and consumer 
interests, which shall bn responsible for the study of 
legislative options for implementing the policies enunciated 
in this resolution.
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WILD GAME ENHANCEMENT/GAME RANCHING/GAME FARMING

INTRODUCTION
A l a s k a  h a s  a d i v e r s i t y  o f  f i s h  and w i l d l i f e ,  much o f  w h i c h  i s  f o u n d  

i n  r e l a t i v e l y  l o w  d e n s i t i e s ,  g e n e r a l l y  i n  r e m o t e  s i t u a t i o n s  a n d / o r  
s e a s o n a l l y .  One o f  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n s  f o r  n o n - A l a s k a n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  many 
A l a s k a n s ,  i s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i e w ,  p h o t o g r a p h ,  c a t c h  and s h o o t  o n e  o r  
many  i n d i v i d u a l s  f r o m  w i t h i n  t h i s  r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e  g r o u p .  The  a b o v e  
p r o v i d e s  an  e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t y  w h i c h  t o  d a t e  h a s  o n l y  r e c e i v e d  l i m i t e d  
a t t e n t i o n  t h r o u g h  g u i d i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  b o t h  c o n s u m p t i v e  a nd  n o n -  
c o n s u m p t i v e  p u r p o s e s ,  and  t h e  l i m i t e d  f u r  i n d u s t r y  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  w i l d  
h a r v e s t  a n d  some f u r  f a r m i n g .

The  e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  r u r a l  A l a s k a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  l a r g e  p a r c e l s  o f  p r i v a t e  l a n d ,  w a r r a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  
p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  as  w e l l  a s  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t .  I t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  
e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  p o l i c i e s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  m o d i f i c a t i o n  b e f o r e  A l a s k a  w i l l  
r e a l i z e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  e n j o y e d  b y  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .

T o  d a t e ,  A l a s k a  h a s  p r i m a r i l y  managed  h u n t e r s ,  t r a p p e r s  a n d  
f i s h e r m a n  a s  t h e y  p r a c t i c e d  w i l d  h a r v e s t  o f  f i s h  and  game p o p u l a t i o n s .  
L i m i t e d  a t t e m p t s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  h a b i t a t  m o d i f i c a t i o n s ,  
t r a n s p l a n t i n g  a nd  s t o c k i n g .  W o r l d - w i d e  e x p e r i e n c e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  h a b i t a t  
e n h a n c e m e n t  a nd  i n t e n s i v e  m an a g em en t  o f  t h e  a n i m a l s  t h e m s e l v e s  r e s u l t s  
i n  i n c r e a s e d  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  f i s h  an d  w i l d l i f e .  T h e s e  e f f o r t s  r a n  r a n g e  
f r o m  r e l a t i v e l y  s i m p l e  h a b i t a t  m a n i p u l a t i o n s ,  t h r o u g h  game r a n c h i n g  a n d  
a q u a c u l t u r e  t o  i n t e n s i v e  game ,  f i s h  o r  f u r  f a r m i n g .  Such  e f f o r t s  i n  
A l a s k a  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e n e f i t  A l a s k a n s  and a w i d e r  d i v e r s i t y  o f  s o c i e t y  
t h a n  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a n j o y e d .

A t  p r e s e n t ,  e n j o y m e n t  and u s e  o f  much o f  A l a s k a ' s  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e  
i s  l i m i t e d  b y  p o o r  a c c e s s  and u n d e v e l o p e d  m a r k e t i n g  s c h e m e s .  I n  many 
a r e a s ,  w i l d l i f e  i s  t h e  o n l y  r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e  p r e s e n t .  T i m b e r  
p r o d u c t i o n  i s  m a r g i n a l  o r  n o n - e x i s t e n t  i n  m o s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  and  f a r m i n g  
o f  a g r o n o m i c  c r o p s  i s  f e a s i b l e  o n l y  i n  s e l e c t e d  a r e a s  o f  f a v o r a b l e  
c l i m a t e  a n d  s o i l s .  H o w e v e r ,  w i l d l i f e  i s  p r e s e n t  i n  m o s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n  
f o r m s  w h i c h  c a n  p o t e n t i a l l y  be u s e d  on a s u s t a i n e d  b a s i s  t o  p r o v i d e  
m e a t ,  h u n t i n g  and  v i e w i n g  p l e a s u r e ,  h i d e s ,  f i b e r  and  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  
c r a f t s .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  r e n e w a b l e  n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  r e s o u r c e  i n  t h e  
a b s e n c e  o f  o t h e r  s u c h  r e s o u r c e s ,  i t  b e c omes  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  way s  o f  m o r e  
fu l ly  ■ - --1 ” -1-- 1 J L ---tg i.liij.. ■ il 11 IT .....   ki iamrtin-irW
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Game and f i s h  r a n c h i n g  s h o u l d  non  be v i e w e d  a s  a means  o f  g r e a t l y  
i n c r e a s i n g  w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a t i o n s .  T h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  i n  n o r t h e r n  
l a t i t u d e s ,  s u ch  a s  A l a s k a ,  w h e r e  p r i m a r y  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  p l a n t  l i f e  i n  
r a n g e l a n d s ,  s t r e a m s  and  l a k e s  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  l o w .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  
r e a s o n a b l e  t o  e x p e c t  t h a t  m o r e  i n t e n s i v e  m a n a g em en t  o f  w i l d l i f e  
p o p u l a t i o n s  and  h a b i t a t  c an  p r o v i d e  i n c r e a s e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  w i l d l i f e  
v i e w i n g ,  i m p r o v e d  c o n d i t i o n s  o r  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  h a r v e s t  a n d / o r  h u n t i n g  
and f i s h i n g ,  r e d u c e d  w a s t e ,  b e t t e r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  game p r o d u c t s ,  
c u l l i n g  and  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e  t o  b e t t e r  m a t c h  d em and ,  
and c o n t r o l  o f  p r e d a t o r y  l o s s e s .  H a b i t a t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  r e s u l t i n g  i n  
i n c r e a s e d  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  and s p e c i e s  d i v e r s i t y  may a l s o  be p a s s i b l e  
i n  some  s i t u a t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w h e r e  p r o f i t  t a k i n g  i s  p o s s i b l e .  T h e s e  
a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  a l s o  g e n e r a t e  m e a n i n g f u l  e m p l o y m e n t .

Any t y p e  o f  game p r o d u c t i o n  s y s t e m  m u s t  b e  b a s e d  on e c o l o g i c a l  
p r i n c i p l e s .  The  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t  s h o u l d  be  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  
o f  a v a i l a b l e  l a n d s  i n  t e rm s  o f  a c r e a g e s  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  h a b i t a t s  
f o r  s p e c i f i c  a n i m a l  s p e c i e s .  S e a s o n a l  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  f o o d  and  c o v e r  
w i t h i n  e a c h  h a b i t a t  m u s t  be e s t i m a t e d  and  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  im p r o v e m e n t s  
e v a l u a t e d .  Common u s e  g r a z i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  f i r e ,  p r e d a t i o n ,  d i s e a s e ,  
i n s e c t  d i s t u r b a n c e ,  snow and o t h e r  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  a l l  a f f e c t  t h e  
c a r r y i n g  c a D a c i t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  h a b i t a t s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  y e a r - r o u n a  a n im a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  and  t o l e r a n c e s  i s  
e s s e n t i a l  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  m an a g em en t  o f  a game p r o d u c t i o n  e n t e r p r i s e .  
One o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  l e s s o n s  l e a r n e d  i n  game r a n c h i n g  o r  f a r m i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  A f r i c a  was t h a t  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  r e a u i r e  m o r e ,  n o t  l e s s ,  
k n o w l e d g e a b l e  m a n a g em en t  t h a n  do  common l i v e s t o c k .  M i sm an ag em en t  o f  
v e g e t a t i o n ,  s o i l  a nd  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  c a n  r e s u l t  i n  d i s a s t r o u s  r e d u c t i o n  
o f  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  a n d  c a t a s t r o p h i c  d e c r e a s e s  i n  a n im a l  p o p u l a t i o n s .  
L o s s e s ,  o f  t h i s  t y p e  c a n  be p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e r i o u s  when t h e y  i n v o l v e  
o v e r u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  v e g e t a t i o n ,  s i n c e  r e c o v e r y  may r e q u i r e  d e c a d e s  o f  
r e d u c e d  u s e .

W i t h  i n c r e a s e d  b i o l o g i c a l  and  l e g a l  c o n t r o l  o f  a n im a l  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  
g r e a t e r  i n p u t s  i n  h a b i t a t  m an a g em en t  a r e  j u s t i f i e d .  I n  s i t u a t i o n s  w h e r e  
t h e  game r a n c h e r  c a n  c o n t r o l  t h e  s i z e  and  s t r u c t u r e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n s  u s i n g  
h i s  l a n d  and  be  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  p r o f i t s  g e n e r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a n i m a l s ,  
i n p u t s  t o  h a b i t a t  c a n  become p r a c t i c a l .  G e n e r a l l y  t h e  m o s t  c o s t -
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e f f e c t i v e  i n p u t s  a r e  t h o s e  w h i c h  m a n i p u l a t e  p l a n t  s u c c e s s i o n  t o  p r o d u c e  
v e g e t a t i o n  m o r e  s u i t a b l e  a s  h a b i t a t  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c i e s .  R emova l  
o f  s p r u c e  b y  c u t t i n g ,  b u r n i n g  o r  c r u s h i n g  t o  e n c h a n c e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  
w i l l o w  o r  a s p e n  i s  an  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  a b o v e .  P r o d u c t i o n  o f  s u p p l e m e n t a l  
f e e d s  o r  m e c h a n i c a l  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  p h y s i c a l  f e a t u r . s  o f  t h e  h a b i t a t  a r e  
m o r e  c o s t l y  a n d  c h a n g e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  r a n c h  m o r e  t o  t h a t  o f  a f a r m ,  
b u t  a r e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h a t  may h a v e  a p l a c e  u n d e r  some g o a l s  o f  
o w n e r s h i p .

Game r a n c h i n o  an d  f a r m i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  o t h e r  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  
h a v e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a n u m b e r  o f  v a l u e s  t o  s o c i e t y .  I n c r e a s e d  s u s t a i n e d -  
y i e l d  h a r v e s t  o f  a n i m a l  p r o d u c t s  h a s  b e e n  a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
h u n t i n g ,  u s e  o f  c o r r a l s  and f e n c e s ,  s a l t i n g ,  s p o t l i g h t i n g ,  and  u s e  o f  
p o r t a b l e  a b a t t o i r s .  S i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c om e  h a s  b e e n  
g e n e r a t e d  t h r o u g h  a l l o w a n c e  o f  f e e  h u n t i n g  f o r  t r o p h y  a n i m a l s .  
A d d i t i o n a l  i n c o m e  n a s  a l s o  b e e n  g e n e r a t e d  by  p r o v i d i n g  a c c o m m o d a t i n g  
c o n d i t i o n s  an d  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t o u r i s t s  and  o t h e r  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s .

I n  some a r e a s ,  w i l d  s p e c i e s  h a v e  a c t u a l l y  b e e n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t o  h a v e  
t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  common s t o c k ,  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  m o r e  c o m p l e t e  
u s e  o f  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  r e s o u r c e s .  I n  b r u s h l a n d  s i t u a t i o n s ,  b r o w s i n g  
h e r b i v o r e s  ( e . g . ,  g i r a f f e ,  w h i t e - t a i l e d  d e e r  a n d  m o o s e )  a r e  m o r e  
p r o d u c t i v e  t h a n  t r u e  g r a z e r s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  r e ‘. - d e e r  o r  c a r i b o u  h a v e  a 
d i s t i n c t  a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  i n  u t i l i z i n g  snow c o v e r e d  t u n d r a .  
F o r  c e n t u r i e s ,  r e i n d e e r  h e r d i n g  was  a m a i n  s t a y  o f  t h e  L ap  s o c i e t y ,  a nd  
i s  a m a j o r  o c c u p a t i o n  i n  t h e  U . S . S . R .  t o d a y ,  j u s t  a s  w h i t e - t a i l e d  d e e r  
r a n c h i n g  h a s  b e c om e  a m a j o r  i n c o m e - g e n e r a t i n g  a c t i v i t y  i n  w e s t  T e x a s .  
H o r s e  a n d  y a k  p r o d u c t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  r e i n d e e r  h e r d i n g  r e p r e s e n t s  a m a j o r  
e c o n o m i c  b a s e  i n  n e a r b y  n o r t h e a s t e r n  S i b e r i a .  M o o s e  f a r m i n g  h a s  a l s o  
b e e n  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  t h a t  r e g i o n .  C l o s e r  t o  h om e ,  w e s t e r n  A l a s k a  o n c e  h ad  
a t h r i v i n g  r e i n d e e r  r a n c h i n g  i n d u s t r y  o f  o v e r  5 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n i m a l s ,  w h e r e  i n  
f a c t ,  l i t t l e ,  i f  a n y  o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a l a n d - b a s e d  e c o n om y  h a s  b e e n  
d e v e l o p e d .  M i n i n g  may c h a n g e  t h i s  p i c t u r e  t e m p o r a r i l y ,  b u t  m i n e s  a r e  
n o t  r e n e w a b l e .

3



D R A F T 0 R A F T

As s t e w a r d s  o f  t h e  l a n d  we m u s t  be c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  l i m i t  o u r  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i e s  t y p i c a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  
r a n c h i n g  o r  f a r m i n g  s y s t e m s .  T h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  i n  o u r  s t a t e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  l i m i t e d  i n  p o t e n t i a l .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  
we m u s t  a l s o  a v o i d  s e n t i m e n t a l i t y  and  s e l e c t  game p r o d u c t i o n  s c h em e s  
w h i c h  a r e  e c o l o g i c a l l y  s o u n d .  O u r  v i s i o n  and  w i s e ,  a c t i o n  i n  t h e s e  
m a t t e r s  w i l l  t a p  a h u g e ,  r e l a t i v e l y  u n t o u c h e d ,  r e n e w a b l e  e s o u r c e  w h i c h  
w i l l  b e n e f i t  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  c ome .
I S S U E S

I n  o r d e r  f o r  A l a s k a  t o  o p t i m i z e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  
b r o a d e s t  s e g m e n t s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  w h i c h  i s  m a n d a t e d  u n d e r  A l a s k a ' s  
c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n u m b e r  o f  i s s u e s  m u s t  be e x p l o r e d  i n  d e p t h  w i t h  r e g a r d  
t o  e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  p o l i c y ,  l a w s ,  a n d  i n  some c a s e s ,  a s  t h e s e  r e l a t e  t o  
t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a l i s t  o f  some o f  t h e s e  
i s s u e s ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  n o t  e x h a u s t i v e .

A l a s k a  F i s h  and  Game Laws a n d  R e g u l a t i o n s :
- E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s e a s o n s  an d  b a g  l i m i t s .
- M e t h o d s  o f  t a k e .
- S a l e  o f  f i s h  and  game p r o d u c t s .
- S u b s i s t e n c e  v e r s u s  o t h e r  c o n s u m p t i v e  a n d  n o n - c o n s u m p t i v e  u s e s .
-M a n a g e m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  f i s h  a n d  a n i m a l s ,  on  p r i v a t e  

l a n d s .
- I m p o r t a t i o n  o f  f i s h  and  a n i m a l s  w h i c h  h a s  i m p l i c a t i o n  t o  b o t h  
e x i s t i n g  and  i m p o r t e d  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  d o m e s t i c  
a n i m a l s  f r o m  a p r e d a t o r ,  d i s e a s e  and  p e s t  s t a n d  p o i n t .

- P r e d a t o r  c o n t r o l .
- B a i t i n g .
L a n d  m an a g em en t  and  r e g u l a t i o n :
- A c c e s s  a nd  t r e s p a s s .
- B u r n i n g  o r  o t h e r  v e g e t a t i o n  m a n i p u l a t i o n .
- C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  p o n d s ,  f i s h  l a d d e r s  o r  o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  on  p r i v a t e  

l a n d s .
- F e n c i n g  o r  t h e  u s e  o f  n a t u r a l  b a r r i e r s .
- O e t e ’- m i n a t i o n  o f  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t i e s .
- W j t e r  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s  a nd  w e t l a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .
- L e a s e s  o f  s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  l a n d .
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- P r e  and  p o s t  s l a u g h t e r  i n s p e c t i o n s .
- P r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t  s t a n d a r d s  a n d ' i n s p e c t i o n .
- F i e l d  s l a u g h t e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .
- M o b i l e  s l a u g h t e r  f a c i l i t i e s .
- B y - p r o d u c t  p r o c e s s i n g .
- M e a t  g r a d i n g .
- A n t l e r  g r a d i n g .
- C a r c a s s  d i s p o s a l .
- O t h e r  w a s t e  p r o d u c t  d i s p o s a l .
- R aw  p r o d u c t  e x p o r t .
P u b l i c  a n d / o r  p r i v a t e  e c o n o m i c s
- C a p i t a l  a v a i l a b i l i t y .
- P r o j e c t e d  r e t u r n s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  r e g i o n s ,  t h e  s t a t e .
- T y p e s  o f  o p e r a t i o n s .
- P r o j e c t e d  demand by t y p e .
- E n h a n c e m e n t  o f  e x i s t i n g  t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y .
- R e g u l a t i o n  and  e n f o r c e m e n t  c o s t s .

CONCLUSION
E x i s t i n g  w o r l d w i d e  e x p e r i e n c e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  A l a s k a  i s  n o t  

o p t i m i z i n g  i t s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  r e l a t i v e  t o  f i s h  and  w i l d l i f e .  P r e s e n c e  o f  
l a r g e  b l o c k s  o f  p r i v a t e  l a n d  i n  r u r a l  A l a s k a  h a v e  a l t e r e d  t h e  s t a t u s  quo  
o f  how t h e  s t a t e  m an age s  a n d / o r  r e g u l a t e s  t h i s  r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e .  I s  
t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  g o i n g  t o  p l a y  a p o s i t i v e  r o l e  i n  o p t i m i z i n g  i t s  f i s h  
an d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s ?

I n  o r d e r  t o  b e g i n  t o  a n s w e r  t h e  a b o v e  q u e s t i o n ,  i t  i s  s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  e s t a b l i s h  a nd  f u n d  a b r e a d  b a s e d  t a s k  f o r c e ,  
c h a r g e d  w i t h  b r i n g i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  b a c k  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h i n  one  
y e a r .

D R A F T  D R A F T
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P. 0. Box 966 
Delta Junction, Alaska 99737 

March 7, 1991

Senator Dick Shultz 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

I am requesting that you introduce legislation so that I may receive and raise 
wildlife on a wildlife sanctuary that I am developing in the Delta area. I have 
developed the sanctuary by introducing bison and will soon be adding elk.

My farm is approved and inspected the the U. S. D. A.who have issued a license 
(96-C-13) to operate, to keep and to handle large animals. I am subject to periodical 
and unannounced inspections. The farm is fenced with New Zealand Game Fence. Cort 
Zachel, a Fairbanks Veternarian provides the medical attention necessary-observing 
them weekly and is constantly on call.

I will receive any large animal that is injured and salvagable, abandoned
animals, starving animals, problem animals around residential areas or animals in 
danger of being killed. I will receive these animals, give them proper medical 
attention and feed them in a confined area of 2,000 acres. Ownership of all the 
animal would remain with the state.

I am requesting permission to conduct a five-year experiment to save these 
animals. At the end of five years, the legislature and Fish and Game will review the 
status of the sanctury and decide whether to continue the program.

Currently, the animal with a big problem is the moose. Last winter it is 
estimated that we lost 8,000 to 10,000 moose by railroad and highway kills and just 
plain starving to death. This has beer, going on for years with the number of kills 
depending on snow depth. Solutions have been a token effort, consequently, the 
slaughter continues. The latest solution in effect is to fe-'d the moose to the bears, 
as 100,000 pounds of moose was fed to grizzly bears on the KcComb Plateau last winter 
and will be done again this year. I believe this is a crime when missions and the 
Salvation Army are pleading for food to feed the homeless, the poor and hungary 
children. With social program funds being cut, the problem will get worse.

My partial solution to the railroad kills would be, as the snow depth increases
and moose are in imminent danger (determined from the previous year kills) to allow me
to capture 50 yearlings a year before they are killed and transport them to my
sanctuary. I am in the process of obtaining a chipping and pelletizing machine to
produce moose feed from aspen dust and Delta barley according to the formula for moose
feed developed by the Alaska Fish and Game. Moose fed this ration require far less 
land area than free ranging moose.

I would appreciate the legislature considering my proposal and any help and 
support your office can give me.

Sincerely,

N ic k  C o lom b o



\L L ks. /He Ĉ L.

m  F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y
GO'D Pionc-er Road P .O  Box’ 1267 Fairbanks, •■•.iaska 1 6 7  '207. a S'?- l it.

TO: The Members of che Interior Delegation

FROM: Harold Gillam
Assemblymember

DATE: April 29, 1992

SUBJ: Moose Farming Resolution

The Borough Assembly passed a resolution last Thursday 
nigno urging that the legislature pass legislation this 
session mat would allow for "Moose Ranching."

This is not a new concept for it has been done with 
success in Russia. Wild animal ranching is done in several 
states of the union. It is also done in Canada. Reindeer 
ranching is done on a very 3.imitad basis today and is 
restricted to only Alaska natives. Prior to the restriction 
(1939) it was done on a large scale in Western Alaska and 
was considered one of the greatest resources, r.e:<t to 
mining, in Northwestern Alaska. There has been considerable 
study by the University cf Alaska concerning the Musk Ox.

It is a viable concept that will net cost the State any 
money to implement, for with a simple change of cha law 
there are people that are willing to invest their own mor.ey, 
time and effort to make it a success.

I would urge you to allow these people the chance to 
make a success of this endeavor and to show that the state 
cf Alaska is willing to encourage individual initiative.

SUPPORTING STATEMENTS



By: Harold Giilam
Introduced: 04/23/92
Adopted: 04/23/92

RESOLUTION NO. 92-039 

A RESOLUTION RELATING TO MOOSE FARMING

WHEREAS, there are .individuals throughout, the state who 

are interested in the farming of certain wild anian:s including 

moose; and

WHEREAS, in other countries, such as Canada, moose and 

other game animals are raised for both tourist viewing and the 

commercial sale of meat; and

WHEREAS, moose farming may provide for an increase in 

the productivity of moose; and

WHEREAS, moose farming, like musk ox farming, would 

provide the opportunity to study the animals while at the same 

time, provide for increased tourism. In many cases, it may be 

the only way some tourists would be able to see a mcose in close, 

safe proximity and which would allow them to take part in "the 

Alaskan experience"; and

WHEREAS, permitting moose farming would provide further 

opportunity for economic development; and

WHEREAS, two bills have beer, introduced, House Bill 479 

and Senate Bill 216, ar.d both are currently in the House and 

Senate Resources committees respectively.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fairbanks North ■ 

Star Borough Assembly respectfully requests the Resource 

Committees to report the bills out of committee and the 

Legislature to enact legislation which would, allow moose farming.



3E IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution 

shall be sent to the Honorable Walter J. Hickel, Governor, State 

of Alaska; the Honorable Llovd Jones, Chair, Senate Resources 

Committee; the Honorable Cliff Davidson, Chair, House Resources 

Cc:oraitree; and all members of the Interior Delegation.

Mona Lisa Drexler, CMC/AAE 
Municipal Borough Clerk

RESOLUTION NO. 92-039
Page 2  of 2
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Future of Agriculture 
Task Force

i ,We submit thejFuture of Agriculture Task Force’s final report in order that this basic resource, 
enjoyed by eviry Alaskan every day, can be developed in the best interests of all.

i
In the past sixj months, the task force has held thirteen public meetings statewide. Input was sought from eyery sector of the agricultural community. Members of the task force included 
men from a broad spectrum: Co-Chairmen Lt. Governor Jack Coghill, DNR Commissioner 
Harold Heinzej; Bob Baer and Mark Kulstad, both in Real Estate in Anchorage; Jim Carter, 
hon steader from Willow; Jim Drew, Dean of the School of Agriculture and Land Resource 
Ma gement, University of Alaska Fairbanks; Herb Eckman, owner of Alaska Sausage, 
Anchorage; Bdb Havemeister, second generation Colony dairyman, Palmer; Paul Huppert, 
owner, Palme’ Produce, Palmer; Mike Schultz, grain* hay and grass seed producer, Delta 
Junction; Ron Jexton, owner, Trinity Greenhouses from Soldotna; and David Wright, an organic grower of vegetables, Harmony Acres of Palmer.
Meetings were 
Ninilchik, Del

held in Palmer, Anchorage, Glennallen, Trapper Creek, Kenny Lake, Kodiak, 
a Junction, Fairbanks and Juneau.

Governor Hicicel asked the task force to examine Alaska’s agricultural successes and make 
realistic recommendations for future state involvement. The following eleven points are 
submitted to dovemor Hickel for implementation into a healthy state agricultural policy.i
We thank Governor Hickel for the opportunity to study and serve and hope this plan of action 
will keep the government from repeating the mistakes of prior administrations and build on the 
successes for me Future of Alaskan Agriculture.
Sincerely,
Lt. Governor poghill 
Mark Kulstad .
Herb Eckman ;
Mike Schultz i

Commissioner Heinze 
Jim Carter 
Bob Havemeister Ron Sexton

Bob Baer 
Jim Drew Paul Huppert 
David Wright



FROM DHR 0 I U I -5 I FlN OF AI? R I CUL TUR E . 0 I . I i ' i Z  O'? : JO

SUMMARY
"Let us never forget that the cultivation of the earth is the most important labor o f man. 
When tillage begins, other arts follow . The farmers, therefore, are the founders o f 
civilization." -Daniel Webster.

The State of Alaska shall establish a positive, solid, forward thinking agricultural policy 
by establishing a long-term environment suitable for the development of a stable, sustainable 
agriculture coijimunity for Alaskans.

A stabl s agricultural system includes the people who produce food and fiber, provide 
financing, carr r out processing, transportation, and marketing, and conduct applied research and 
technology transfer for agriculture. Each of these links must be strong for Alaska’s agriculture 
to provide opportunities that contribute to the economy of the State. The success in developing 
a quality state wlicy for agriculture lies in establishing the essential element of continuity. To 
this end, the Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Division of Agriculture, will prepare an 
eight-year plan to strengthen and develop these important links.

I
The State of Alaska’s agricultural policy should:
1. Provide gre iter consumer availability of quality Alaskan grown products in the marketplace 
through Inspection, certification, labeling, markedng, and education programs.

jf :  2. Support unrestricted domestic breeding and raising of all animals, including game species.
3. Support the movement of agricultural materials and products through a farm-to-market road 
priority and ar agricultural discount on the state ferry system.
4. Continue tl e state’s investment in agricultural science and technology to protect and enhance 
the quality of Alaskan soils, seeds, plants, produce,, animals, and other agricultural products; and 
the necessary mowledge transfer.
5. Facilitate the development and use of agriculture in conjunction with other Alaskan resource 
uses and needj (i.e., fish meal, forestry).

t

6. Assure the! availability of financing sources for agricultural operations that are financially 
viable.
7. Make state land available for agriculture under a variety of provisions including fee-simple 
title with fair narket value purchase or homestead credits.
8. Continue to make agricultural land available in a range of parcel sizes throughout the state.
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10. Preserve 
agricultural Ian

9. Make grazing leases available through the Division of Agriculture for up to a 30 year term 
with contraction at least every ten years to the area developed and utilized.

he long-term availability of agriculture land by the creation of a 500,000 acre 
d bank to be managed and administered by the Division of Agriculture.

11. Facilitate the formation and operation of cooperative ownership of mtyor agricultural 
facilities and tfye development of farmer’s markets.
FINANCING i

Financing is critical in the development of successful agriculture. In the past, the State 
of Alaska has provided direct loans to the agricultural community and has experienced a high 
number of delinquencies and defaults. The State of Alaska should encourage the privatization 
of the agricult jral loan function by encouraging the commercial banking industry to assist in 
financing short term capital retirements of the individual farmers and ranchers.
As in the deve 
agriculture inv 
infrastructure 
which could be

opment of other resources in underdeveloped regions, the development stages of 
Dive more financial risk than in established agricultural regions where the needed 
s in place. The state should assist banks in setting up controlled loan programs 
guaranteed through the Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority.

In addition, ti e state should consider divesting the Agricultural Loan Fund of the existing 
portfolio of pei forming agricultural loans, freeing up between $6 to $9 million in capital through 
selling these lians to individual private financial institutions. This would save the State of 
Alaska from tfye expensive role of servicing the loan portfolio.
LAND

Succes! ful agriculture requires a suitable land base. Consequently, agricultural land must 
be made available for sale or lease throughout the state. Fee simple land should be made 
available with: an agriculture covenant when special price and conditions are offered under 
agriculture uses. The Division of Agriculture will administer an agricultural land bank of 
500,000 acres to ensure the future availability of agricultural land for transfer to farmers. 
Agricultural land will be made available under a variety of provisions including fee simple title. Land sales will be based on fair market value and carried nut through direct sale nr a system 
involving homestead credits.
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GRAZING

animals, incluc
Alaska’s agriculture should include the unrestricted domestic breeding and raising of all

mg game species. Grazing leases administered by the Division of Agriculture 
will be made available for up to thirty years with provisions for review of grazing use every ten 
years. Leases lot actively maintained for this purpose will be made available for lease to other 
livestock prodi cers.
t r a n s p o r ia h q n

Transportation is an essential link in an agricultural system, and includes coordination 
of several levels of transport. Favorable rates throughout the transportation systems are 
necessary for i .laskan agricultural products to compete in the marketplace. This involves a rate
preference for 
provisions forto-market roads.
PROCESSING

Alaskan agricultural products carried on state-owned railroad and ferry systems, 
avorable trucking rates, licensing, and the constructio. ind maintenance of farm-

provided by tl 
private individ
MARKETING

Processing is essential to market agricultural commodities and to provide value-added 
products for Consumers. When necessary, facilities for cost-effective processing will be e State until levels of production make it possible to shift these operations to 

uals, corporations, or cooperatives.

assState 
appropriate and 
outlets for food to the Alaska
QUALITY C

i stance will be provided to establish cooperatives when these entities are deemed 
the State will encourage the development of farmers markets as direct consumer 
and fiber produced in Alaska. A marketing entity could be developed similar 

Seafood Marketing Institute for Alaskan agricultural products.

The q1 
and labeling.

uiliity of Alaskan grown products will be ensured through inspection, certification, 
Agriculturally related inspection (formerly administered by the Division of 

Agriculture) arid seafood inspection should be transferred from the Department of Environmental 
Conservation to USDA qualified inspectors at the Division of Agriculture to correspond with the 
administration of inspection in other states.

In addition, promotional and informational programs such as the Alaskan Grown program 
will be continued within the Division. These programs are essential links in increasing the 
market share Of agricultural products produced and consumed in Alaska.



Results'of investments in agricultural research and technology transfer provide an 
essential link fjor all segments of a sustainable agricultural system. Support for agricultural research and technology transfer will be provided by the State through the Agriculture and 
Forest Experiment Station and the Cooperative Extension Service to protect Alaska’s soil and 
water resourced, and to enhance the quality of seeds, plants, produce, animals, and other 
agricultural products grown in Alaska. In addition, the State will encourage support for this 
work from the Cooperative State Research Service, the Agricultural Research Service, and 
Forest Service [Research, USDA, through cooperative, integrated programs.
CONCLUSION

An efficient agricultural system involves small farms, family farms, greenhouse 
production, domestic red meat, natural animal farming, larger grain framing and other 
enterprises as well as the multiple use of infrastructure for processing, transporting, and 
marketing a variety of commodities,

The Stite of Alaska should let the farmer farm. Agriculture should not be directly 
managed by the state but supported and encouraged through technological advice and expertise. 
Then Alaska will have a healthy food and fiber industry that will enhance both Alaska’s 
economy and penefit her people.

RESEARCH TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER
I
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STATE OF ALASKA *
1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL N O T E

Revision Date: 1 /25 /9 3_________________________
Title: An Ant relating rn eouinment. registration,
and, identification of cusiQm-PQllectai. vehicles..,—
Sponsor: Senator Kelly_________________________
Requestor: Senator Kelly_________________________

Dept. Affected: 
BRU:
Component:

r No. I

B il l Vers ion: f^SSCK  ^  ~~[
//zr?/°f3(S) Publish Date:

Public Safety_________
Motor Veh ic les

Field Services

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 502
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OPERATING FY 9 4 FY 9 5 FY 9 6 FY 9 7 FY 9 8 FY 9 9
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CAPITAL
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1 0 0 2  Fet iral Receipts

ars)

1 0 0 3  GF Match
1 0 0 4  GF 10 . 9
1 0 0 5  GF/Proqram Receipts
1 0 0 6  GF/MHTIA
Other
TOTAL 10 . 9

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY I

Estimate of  current year (FY 93)  impact: $

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.) 
See Attached

 ̂ Prepared By: Charles R H n s a r k ___________________________________________Phone: 2 6 9 - 5 5 5 9
Division: Mntnr Vehicles   Date: 1 -25 -93

Approved by Commissioner:   Date: 1 /25 /93 -------
Agency: , Richard L  Bunon . Dept, nf P iihlic Safety---

PREPARER TO  PROV ID E  ALL D IS T R IB U T IO N  CO P IES  TO  G O V ER N O R 'S  LEG ISLA T IV E  O FF IC E
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Department of Public Safety 
SSSB 47 Fiscal Note Analysis 
Page 2 of 2

ANALYSIS

This bill will establish a small number of special plates for a 
very small group of vehicle restorers. Since this is essentially 
a private club rather than a normal registration category, the 
division has no accurate numbers to estimate the number of 
vehicles that would qualify for this special registration. We 
believe that the number will be very small. For purposes of this 
analysis we will estimate that 200 existing vehicles will qualify 
for the special plates during the first year. Each year 
thereafter, 10 additional vehicles will be added. Due to this 
extremely low number, the plates will be maintained centrally in 
Anchorage where it is assumed that most of the registrations will 
exist, and the plates will be mailed to applicants residing in 
other areas of the state. This is much more efficient than 
trying to stock and account for such a low number of plates at 
all offices.

The Pesonal Services costs are for one month's salary and 
benefits for a MVR III position. This will provide overtime for 
an existing position to do the administrative work associated 
with design, ordering, and issuing these registrations the first 
year. This will avoid having other essential services impacted 
by the additional duties. The contractual costs are for ordering 
900 sets of special request plates at $8.50 each and for mailing 
100 plates at $2.50 each. Even though the actual usage will be 
much less than 900 over the life of the program, 900 is usually 
the minimum order for special design plates without raising the 
cost per plate to an even higher level.

The revenue is based on 200 registrations at $50.00 each the
first year and 10 registrations at $50.00 each year thereafter.
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Dept. Affected: 
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ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary 
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Both costs and revenues are based on estimates. 
Projected revenues essentially offset costs

2
A

fa jy  Prepared By:
^  v Hiwicir

Char les R. Hnsack.
Division: .Mornr. Vehicles. S i

Approved by Commissioner 
Agency:

Phone:
Date:

Date:

2 6 9 - 5 5 5 9

1/ 25 / 93
Richard I Burton Den t nf P iih l ic  Safe ty____

PREPARER TO  PROV IDE  ALL D IS T R IB U T IO N  CO P IE S  T O  G O V E R N O R 'S  L EG IS LA T IV E  O F F IC E
For further.'distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office Page 1 of 2



Department of Public Safety
SSSB 47 Fiscal Note Analysis
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ANALYSIS

This bill will establish a small number of special plates for a 
very small group of vehicle restorers. Since this is essentially 
a private club rather than a normal registration category, the 
division has no accurate numbers to estimate the number of 
vehicles that would qualify for this special registration. W e  
believe that the number will be very small. For purposes of this 
analysis we will estimate that 200 existing vehicles will qualify 
for the special plates during the first year. Each year 
thereafter, 10 additional vehicles will be added. Due to this 
extremely low number, the plates will be maintained centrally in 
Anchorage where it is assumed that most of the registrations will 
exist, and the plates will be mailed to applicants residing in 
other areas of the state. This is much more efficient than 
trying to stock and account for such a low number of plates at 
all offices.

The Pesonal Services costs are for one month's salary and 
benefits for a MVR III position. This will provide overtime for 
an existing position to do the administrative work associated 
with design, ordering, and issuing these registrations the first 
year. This will avoid having other essential services impacted 
by the additional duties. The contractual costs are for ordering 
900 sets of special request plates at $8.50 each and for mailing 
100 plates at $2.50 each. Even though the actual usage will be 
much less than 900 over the life of the program, 900 is usually 
the minimum order for special design plates without raising the 
cost per plate to an even higher level.

The revenue is based on 200 registrations at $50.00 each the
first year and 10 registrations at $50.00 each year thereafter.





SPONSOR STATEMENT 
SSSB-47 (by Kelly)

A n  A ct re la tin g  to e q u ip m e n t, re g is tra tio n , a n d  id e n tif ic a tio n  
o f cu sto m  co llec to r  v e h ic le s ; e ffe c tiv e  d a te : 171/94

T his bill is in  re sp o n se  to th e  re q u e s ts  o f c u s to m  co llec to r (m ore  co m m o n ly  
re fe rre d  to as "s tree t ro d s") v eh ic le  o w n e rs  w h o  w a n t  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to 
d isp la y  th e ir  c lassic  v e h ic le s  a t  fa irs , c a r  sh o w s , p a ra d e s  a n d  p le a s u re  
d riv in g . P a ssag e  of th is  m e a su re  p e rm its  c u s to m  c a r  co llec to rs , re g is te re d  
an d  licen sed  b y  the s ta te  D M V , to d r iv e  th e ir  c lassic  v eh ic les  w ith o u t  b e in g  
tic k e te d  b y  la w  e n fo rc e m e n t  a g e n c ie s . T h e  b ill  s p e c if ie s  e q u ip m e n t  
re q u ire m e n ts , veh ic le  re g is tra tio n  a n d  id e n tif ic a tio n  n u m b e rs , a n d  p e rm its  
sp ec ia lized  p la te s  fo r v eh ic les m e e tin g  the  re q u ire m e n ts  a n d  d e fin itio n  of a 
cu sto m  co llec to r vehicle .

T h e re  a r e  c u s to m  c o l le c to r  o r g a n iz a t io n s  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  U .S . 
re p re se n tin g  m o re  th a n  150,000 in d iv id u a ls . In  A lask a , th e  M id n ig h t S un  
S tree t R od A sso c ia tio n  o f A n c h o rag e , th e  A rctic  W h e e ls  o f F a irb a n k s , an d  
th e  s ta te 's  la rg e s t  g ro u p , th e  P e n in s u la  C ru is e rs  o f  th e  K e n a i /S o ld o tn a  
a rea  to g e th e r  re p re se n t a b o u t 300 c u s to m  v eh ic le  e n th u s ia s ts  w h o se  h o b b y  
is the re s to ra tio n  a n d  d isp la y  of c u s to m  classic  veh ic les.

C u s to m  classic  v eh ic les a re  ca rs  m a n u fa c tu re d  b e fo re  1949, o r  a re p lic a  of 
a v eh ic le  w h o se  b o d y  a n d  f ra m e  w e re  m a n u fa c tu re d  b e fo re  1949, a n d  
m o d if ie d  fo r  sa fe  ro a d  u se , (Sec. 5). O fte n  tim e s  h u n d re d s  o f h o u rs  an d  
th o u s a n d s  o f d o l la r s  a re  e x p e n d e d  to  r e s to re  th e s e  c la ss ic  v e h ic le s . 
Special in su ra n c e  is n e e d e d  a n d  is av a ilab le  in  A lask a .

T he b ill m a n d a te s  sp e c if ic  v eh ic le  e q u ip m e n t  s u c h  as  h y d ra u l ic  b ra k e s , 
sa fe ty  b e lts , p a rk in g  b ra k es , etc. (Sec. 1) be fo re  a c u s to m  classic  v eh ic le  can  
be  r e g is te r e d , l ic e n s e d , a n d  d r iv e n . It p ro v id e s  fo r  r e g is t r a t io n  a n d  
id e n tif ic a tio n  w ith  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  M o to r  V eh ic les  (Sec. 2). a n d , also  
p ro v id e s  fo r  th e  is su a n c e  o f  "sp ec ia l p la te s"  fo r  v e h ic le s  r e g is te re d  w ith  
D M V  as a c u s to m  co llec to r, (Sec. 4), fo r  a o n e -tim e  p la te  fee o f $50.

FISC A L  N O T E : ($900) T h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f M o to r  V eh ic les /  P u b lic  S afety  
e s t im a te s  in c o m e  o f a b o u t  $10 ,000 , b a s e d  o n  200 f ir s t  y e a r  (FY94) 
re g is tra tio n  a n d  lic e n s in g  re q u e s ts . T h e  n u m b e r  o f re g is tra n ts  c o u ld  be as 
h ig h  as 250, ra is in g  in co m e  to a b o u t $12,500. D M V  p ro jec ts  e x p e n se s  of 
ab o u t $10,900.

D e p a r tm e n t P o sitio n : P u b lic  S a fe ty /D M V  d o es n o t ob ject to  th is bill.



Alaska State Legislature
Ofticial Business State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

M ay  2 1 ,1 9 9 3

To: R ep . R o n  L a rso n , C o -C h a ir
R e p . E ile e n  M a cL e a n , C o -C h a ir  
H o u se  F in an ce  C o m m itte e

F ro m : S en a to r T im  K el
R ep. G a il P h illip

S ubj: SSSB-47, C u s to m  C lassic  V eh icles

T h is is  to  re q u e s t a h e a r in g  a t  y o u r  ea rlie s t p o ss ib le  co n v en ien ce  fo r  SSSB- 
47, n o w  b e fo re  th e  H o u se  F inan ce  C o m m ittee .

SSSB-47, p e rm its  o w n e r s /o p e r a to r s  o f  p re-1949  v e h ic le s  to  re g is te r  w ith  
a n d  b e  lic e n se d  b y  th e  D iv is io n  o f  M o to r  V eh ic les a s  a "c u s to m  classic  
v e h ic le "  (d e f in it io n , Sec. 5) if  th e  v e h ic le  m e e ts  c e r ta in  s a fe ty  a n d  
e q u ip m e n t s ta n d a rd s  (Sec. 1) a n d  rece iv es  a n  id e n tif ic a tio n  n u m b e r  fro m  
M o to r  V e h ic le s , (Sec. 2). T h e  m e a s u re  p ro v id e s  fo r  s p e c ia l  p la te s  
id e n tify in g  a v e h ic le  a s  a  "cu sto m  classic" fo r  th o se  v e h ic le s  q u a lify in g , 
w ith  a  sp e c ia l o n e -tim e  p la te  fee o f $50, (Sec. 3), a n d  p e rm it t in g  th e se  
v in tag e  v eh ic les  to  b e  o p e ra te d  o n  p u b lic  ro a d s  in  A laska .

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f P u b lic  S a fe ty /D M V  d o e s  n o t  o b jec t to  th e  m e a su re . 
D PS F isca l N o te  e s tim a te s  r e v e n u e  o f  a b o u t $10.0 a n d  f irs t-y e a r  e x p en se  
o f a b o u t $10.9

A tta c h e d  fo r y o u r  c o n v e n ie n c e  are  m a te r ia ls  p re p a re d  b y  sh *f w h ic h  h a v e  
b ee n  u s e d  fo r S en a te  F lo o r ac tio n , a n d  b e fo re  th e  H o u se  S ta te  A ffa irs  a n d  
T r a n s p o r ta t io n  C o m m it te e s .  P le a se  d o n 't  h e s i ta te  to  c o n ta c t  M ax  
G iffo rd , o f  S e n a to r  K e lly 's  s ta ff , if  y o u  n e e d  m o re  in fo rm a tio n . In  
a d d itio n , R ay  E llev en , V ice P re s id e n t  o f  th e  M id -N ig h t S u n  S tre e t R o d  
A sso c ia tio n  (266-9270), a  s t ro n g  p ro p o n e n t o f th e  leg is la tio n , w ill b e  h a p p y  
to  tak e  y o u r  calls.



SSSB-47
C u sto m  C lassic  V eh ic les  
K e lly , H a lfo rd , T a y lo r

W H A T  IT  D O E S : P e rm its  o w n e rs  a n d  d r iv e r s  o f  " c u s to m  classic" 
a u to m o b ile s  to  m e e t c e r ta in  e q u ip m e n t / s a f e ty  s ta n d a r d s ,  r e g is te r  w ith  
DMV, a n d  rece iv e  sp e c ia l licen se  p la te  d e s ig n a t in g  th e  c a r  a s  a "custom  
classic," in  o rd e r  to  sa fe ly  d r iv e  the veh ic les o n  p u b lic  ro a d s .

W H O  W A N T S  IT: T h ree  A lask a  cu s to m  classic  c a r  c lu b  e n th u s ia s ts  h av e  
a sk ed  fo r th is  leg is la tio n :

A nchorage: T h e  M id n ig h t  S u n  S tree t R o d  A sso c ia tio n
(m ore th an  100 m em b ers)

Fairbanks: T h e  A rctic  W h ee ls  (abo u t 50 m em b ers)

K enai /  S o ldo tna: P e n in s u la  C ru ise rs  (ab o u t 200 m em bers)

W H A T ’S A  "C U S T O M  C L A S S IC ” ? It is a v eh ic le  w h o se  b o d y  a n d  fram e 
w e re  m a n u fa c tu re d  b e fo re  1949 o r a re p lic a  w h o se  b o d y  a n d  fra m e  w ere  
m a n u fa c tu re d  b e fo re  1949 a n d  m o d if ie d  fo r sa fe  r o a d  use..(S ec. 5, pg . 3, 
lines 1-5.) C u s to m  C lassics m a y  also  k n o w n  as S tre e t R ods.

S id e  n o te : T he d a te  1949 is u s e d  b ecau se  1948 w a s  th e  la s t y e a r  
s id e  b o a rd s  o r  ru n n in g  b o a rd s  w e re  m a n u fa c tu re d  on  
A m erican  au to m o b ile s .

V E H IC L E  SA FETY  E Q U IP M E N T  re q u ire d  in  Sec. 1 in c lu d e s : h y d ra u lic  
se rv ic e  b ra k e s  o n  a ll w h e e ls , s e a le d  b e a m  o r h a lo g e n  h e a d l ig h ts ,  sa fe ty  
b e lts  fo r a ll o c c u p a n ts , tu rn  s ig n a ls  a n d  tu rn  s ig n a lin g  sw itc h , sa fe ty  g lass 
o r  lex an , e le c tr ic  o r  v a c u u m  w in d s h ie ld  w ip e r  lo c a te d  in  f ro n t  o f the  
d r iv e r , s ta n d a rd  o r  b lu e -d o t ta il  lig h ts ; a n d  a p a rk in g  b ra k e  th a t  o p e ra te s  
on  a t least tw o  w h e e ls  o n  th e  sa m e  axle.

B lue  D o t T a il L ig h ts  a re  a n  a rtis tic  ex p re ss io n  a m o n g  classic  car 
e n th u s ia s ts . T h ere  is a sm all (ab o u t 1 /2  in ch ) b lu e  p iece  o f 
g la ss  p laced  in  th e  c e n te r  o f th e  m u c h  la rg e r  s ta n d a rd  re d  
ta il ligh t. W h en  th e  ta illig h t b u lb  flash es b o th  th e  re d  a n d  b lue 
g lass lig h t u p  a n d  m a y  a c tu a lly  g ive  o th e r  m o to r is ts  a g rea te r 
a w a re n e ss  th a t th e  c u s to m  classic v eh ic le  is b ra k in g .



B u m p e rs , F en d e rs , H o o d s : (Sec. 1 (b) p ro v id e s  a n  e x e m p tio n  to the 
necessity  o f  e q u ip p in g  a c u s to m  classic v eh ic les w ith  a b u m p e r , fen d e r, o r 
' ood . T h e  cu sto m  ca r c lassic  c lu b s o f A lask a  e s tim a te  th e re  a re  a b o u t 8 
veh ic les c u rre n tly  in  S ta te  th a t are w ith o u t all th ree  p ieces o f e q u ip m e n t.

N o te : F en d e rs  h a v e  o ften  b e e n  th e  im m e d ia te  c ita tio n  is s u e d  for 
c u s to m  classic  o w n e rs  w h o  h av e  a t te m p te d  to d r iv e  th e ir  v eh ic les . T he 
c ita tio n  in  A n ch o rag e  is a  v io la tio n  o f M u n ic ip a l C o d e  13, A A C  04.265, 
e n title d  "A n tisp ray  D evice."

R egu la tions re q u ir in g  b u m p e rs  h av e  tw ice recen tly  b e e n  ru led  
n o t n e c e ssa rily  a p re c a u tio n  fo r  o th e r  v e h ic le  p ro te c tio n  o r p e d e s tr ia n  
sa fe ty  b y  th e  N a tio n a l H ig h w a y  T raffic  S afe ty  A d m in is tra tio n  (N H T SA ) 
(Fed. R egister Vol. 56, N o. 3 8 ,2 /2 6 /9 1 , a n d  Vol. 40, N o . 168, 8 /2 8 /8 4 .)

E m is s io n s : C u s to m  C lass ic  v eh ic le s  m a y  b e  su b je c t to  IM  te s ts  
d e p e n d in g  on  e x e m p tio n s  a n d  re q u ire m e n ts  a t  lo ca l leve l. T e s tim o n y  
d u r in g  L ab o r & C o m m erce  (R ay E llev en , V .P. M id n ig h t S u n  S tree t R od) 
n o te d  th a t  c u s to m  v eh ic le s  a re  a lm o s t n e v e r  o p e ra te d  d u r in g  th e  lo n g  
w in te r  m o n th s  w h e n  a ir  q u a lity  is a t  its  w o rs t  - in  fact, m o s t v eh ic le s  are 
h o u se d  to p ro te c t th em  fro m  the  h a rsh  w in te rs .

G len  N ico la i (Eagle R iver) te s tif ie d  th a t  m o s t c u s to m  c lassics p a ss  
em issio n  co n tro l tests b ecau se  "eng ines a re  so ca re fu lly  m a in ta in ed ."

E lle v m  a lso  o ffe re d  th a t  m o s t  c u s to m  co lle c to r  v e h ic le s  r u n  o n  PCV  
valves. E lleven  also n o te d  m o s t cars h a v e  tu rb o  m u ffle rs , lega l in  A laska , 
fo r n o ise  con tro l.

In su ra n c e : M r. N ich o la i n o te d  in su ra n c e  w a s  fa irly  easy  to  o b ta in  as 
th e  in d u s t ry  g ro w s  a n d  b e c a u se  th e re  is  su c h  a lo w  re c o rd  o f c la im s 
in v o lv in g  c u s to m  classic  v eh ic le s . C la ss ic  o w n e rs  d o  n o t  le a v e  th e ir  
veh icles u n a tte n d e d  w h e n  o u t  in  p u b lic  fo r fear o f theft, d a m a g e , etc.

D M V  R E G IS T R A T IO N : W h en  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  (DM V) is sa tis f ie d  as to 
the o w n e r  o f  a v eh ic le  th e y  sh a ll m a k e  su re  th e  c u s to m  c lass ic  h a s  an  
id e n tif ic a tio n  n u m b e r  a n d  so  re g is te r  w ith  th e  s ta te ; the  sam e  sh a ll a p p ly  
for rep lica  o f m o d e ls  p r io r  to 1949. (Sec. 2)

SPECIAL PLATES: U p o n  a p p lic a tio n  D M V  m a y  issu e  sp e c ia l "cu sto m  
classic" p la te s  to those in d iv id u a ls  w h o  m e e t th e  re q u ire m e n ts  in  Sec. 1 & 
2, a n d  w h o  p a y  the  $50 fee. (Sec. 3) ••



LA W  E N F O R C E M E N T  IS  N E U T R A L : T he D e p a r tm e n t o f F u b lic  Safety , 
D M V  d o e s  n o t  o p p o se  th e  leg is la tio n . A c co rd in g  to M r. R ay  E lleven  (V.P 
M id n ig h t  S u n  S tre e t R o d  A sso c ia tio n , 2 /1 8 /9 3 )  th e  A n c h o ra g e  P o lice  
D e p a r tm e n t d o e s  n o t in te n d  to take a p o s itio n  o n  the  b ill. In  p r io r  y e a rs  
c o rre sp o n d e n c e  fro m  A P D  w ith  cu sto m  car o w n e rs  h a s  a lw ay s  in d ic a te d  it 
w as  a s ta te  m a tte r  th a t m u s t  be tak en  u p  w ith  leg is la tu re . T h e re  a re  law  
en fo rcem en t o fficers w h o  a re  m em b ers  o f the  s tre e t ro d  c lubs in  A laska.

O T H E R  S T A T E S : T h e  S tre e t R od  M a rk e tin g  A llia n c e  (SRM A ) is an  
ad v o cacy  g ro u p  fo r an  e s tim a te d  150,000 p lu s  c u s to m  classic  e n th u s ia s ts  in  
the U.S. T h ey  re p o r t  tha t:

18 s ta te s  h a v e  leg is la tio n  d e fin in g  pre-1949 m o d if ie d  veh icles.
14 s ta te s  h a v e  issu es  license  p la te s  s im ila r  to the  C u s to m  C o llec to r 

P la te  p ro p o s e d  in  SSSB-47.
N ew  H a m p s h ire  a n d  M is s is s ip p i p asse d  s im ila r  leg is la tio n  in  1992.

(SSSB-47 is p a t te rn e d  a fte r N e w  H a m p s h ire 's  law .)
S im ila r  b i l ls  are  b e in g  in tro d u c e d  th is y ea r in  O reg o n , W a sh in g to n , 

a n d  Id a h o .

FISC A L N O T E : U sin g  e s tim a te s  p ro v id e d  b y  classic  c a r  c lubs a n d  DPS, it 
is e s tim a ted  a b o u t 200 c u s to m  classics a re  in  ex istence  in  the  s ta te  n o w  a n d  
a n o th e r  50 c u r re n t ly  u n d e r  c o n s tru c tio n . T h e  D iv is ic  r  e s tim a te s  p la te  
costs fo r 900 p la te s  (best co st b reak ) a t a b o u t $740 a n d  a n o th e r  $250 to m ail 
100 se ts  o f p la te s  fo r  f ir s t  y e a r, to ta l o f  $7.9. P e rso n a l se rv ices  (tim e to 
a d m in is te r  re g is tra tio n  a n d  h a n d lin g  o f p la te s , a b o u t 3.0. T o ta l expense: a 
p ro jec ted  $10.9.

R e v e n u e : B ased  o n  a n  e s tim a te  o f 200 cars th e  f irs t y ear, a t $50 p e r  
veh ic le  in co m e o f $10,000 co u ld  b e  ex p ec ted . If re g is tra tio n  o f n e w  
v eh icles is g rea te r , in co m e  w o u ld  be m o re , acco rd in g ly .

BILL H IS T O R Y : S en a te  L& C, 4 D o  P ass , K elly, L inco ln , R ieger, Salo
1 N o Rec. Pearce

S en a te  F inance: 6 D o P ass , P earce , F ran k , K elly , R ieger,
K e rttu la , S h a rp

A T T A C H M E N T S :

S ectional A n a ly s is , S p o n so r  S ta te m e n t D P S /M o to r  V ehicles 
"P osition  P ap er" , F iscal N o te , M in u tes : L&C a n d  SFC, Bill H is to ry



S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S  
S S S B - 4 7

(Kelly and Halford)

An Act relating to equipment, registration, and identification of custom 
collector vehicles; effective date.

Section 1. (a) Amends AS 28.05 by adding new section mandating specific 
vehicle equipment largely related to motoring safety.

(b) provides that the department may not require bumpers, 
hood, or fenders on custom vehicles.

(c) mandates no portion of suspension, steering, or chassis is to 
touch road surface while vehicle is being driven, even if driven on just four 
rims.

Section 2. Amends AS 28.10, adding new section providing for registration 
and vehicle identification number of custom collector vehicles by DMV.

Section 3. Amends AS 28.10.181 (Registration of unique and special 
vehicles) by adding new subsection permitting DMV to issue special plates 
for custom collector vehicles.

Section 4. Amends AS 28.10.421 (d) (2) by adding new annual registration 
fee for special plates for custom collector vehicles, $50.

Section 5. Amends AS 28.40.100 (a) by adding new paragraph defining 
custom collector vehicle, recognized as manufactured before 1949.

Section 6. Effective date: January 1,1994.

n
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3 E M A TO R  K E L L Y  I N T R O D U C E D  3 PON.3 OR S U B S T I T U T E  FO R  S E N A T E  B I L L  
N O . 4 7  <R E G I S T R A T I O N / E Q U I P M E N T  OF C U S T O M  C A R S ) .  HE S A I D  T H E  
B I L L  WAS R E Q U E S T E D  BY T H E  A N C H O R A G E  M I D N I G H T  S U N  S T R E E T  ROD  
A S S O C I A T I O N  AND I N V I T E D  T H E  V I C E - P R E S I D E N T  OF T H E  
A S S O C I A T I O N , R A Y  E L L E V E R , TO T E S T I F Y  V I A  T E L E C O N F E R E N C E  FRO M  
A N C H O R A G E .

N U M B E R  0 1 3

M R . E L L E V E R  T H A N K E D  T H E  C O M M I T T E E  F O R  S U P P O R T I N G  L E G I S L A T I O N  
T H A T ,  HE T H O U G H T ,  A D D E D  TO T H E I R  Q U A L I T Y  OF L I F E .  HE G A V E  
B A C K G R O U N D  I N F O R M A T I O N  B O T H  ON H I M S E L F  A ND  T H E  S P E C I A L T Y  OF  
C U S T O M  C A R S ,  OF W H IC H  T H E R E  A R E  A B O U T  1 5 0  T H O U S A N D  M O D I F I E D  
P E E - 4 ?  A U T O M O B I L E S  I N  T H E  C O U N T R Y .  M R .  E L L E V E R  D E S C R I B E D  
A L L  F A C E T S  OF T H E  I N D U S T R Y  G E N E R A T E D  BY T H E  I N T E R E S T  I N  
M O D I F I E D  V E H I C L E S .  HE O U T L I N E D  T H E  P R O T E C T I O N  A F F O R D E D  BY  
S S S B  4 7  TO T H E  D R I V E R S  A ND  T H E I R  C U S T O M I Z E D  V E H I C L E S  I N  T H E  
A R E A S  O F  T I T L I N G ,  L I C E N S E S ,  R E G I S T R A T I O N ,  AND C L U N K E R  
O R D I N A N C E S .

N U M B E R

S E N A T O R  K E L L Y  Q U E S T I O N E D  T H E  M A G I C  OF A P R E - 4 9  V E H I C L E ,  AND  
M R . E L L E V E R  E X P L A I N E D  1943 WAS T H E  L A S T  Y E A R  C A R S  WERE  
M A N U F A C T U R E D  W I T H  R U N N I N G  B O A R D S .  S E N A T O R  R I E G E R  A S K E D  HOW 
T H E  L E G I S L A T I O N  WOULD A LL O W  T H E  C U S T O M  C O L L E C T O R  V E H I C L E S  TO  
S i A Y  UN i H E  R O A D  — L E G A L L Y . i

N U M B E R  i 5 2

M R .  E L L E V E R  D E S C R I B E D  M E M B E R S  B E I N G  C I T E D  F O R  T H E  A L T E R A T I O N  
OF C U S T O M  V E H I C L E  H E I G H T S  A N D  M O D E R N  S U S P E N S I O N  OR T H E  
R E M O V A L  O F  F E N D E R S , B U M P E R S ,  AND H O O D S .  S E N A T O R  R I E G E R  
R E F E R R E D  TO R E P L I C A S  AND T H E  F E D E R A L  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  R E G A R D IN G  
B U M P E R S .  M R .  E L L E V E R  S A I D  T H E S E  W ERE S E T  BY BA i F. GF  
M A N U F A C T U R E  A N D  B U M P E R  R E S T R I C T I O N S  W ERE S E T  A B O U T  i 9 7 4 .

N U M B E R  i 7 6

S E N A i O R  K E L L Y  P O I N T E D  iD  T H E  F I R S T  S E C T I O N  G F  T H E  B I L L  W H IC H  
O U T L I N E D  3  M O D E R N  S A F E T Y  F E A T U R E S  T H A T  M U S T  BE ON T H E  
C U S T O M I Z E D  C A R  A ND  C O N S I D E R E D  F A R T  OF A N A T I O N A L  D E F I N I T I O N  
OF A S T R E E T  R O D .  S E N A T O R  R I E G E R  WAS A S S U R E D  BY M R .  E L L E V E R  
T H A T  B U M P E R  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  F O R  R E P L I C A S  O F  V E H I C L E S  D E S IG N E D  
B E F O R E  1 9 4 9  W OU LD  BE L E G A L  I N  1 9 9 3 .  M R .  E L L E V E R  E X P L A I N E D  
T H E R E  WEF.E N O T  M A NY O L D  M E T A L  C A R S  A R O U N D ,  H E N C E  T H E  NEW 
M A N U F A C T U R E  O F  O LD  C A R S .

/> ? . /



NUMBER 1 ? "
n c  P f .  9 .

S’ ENA  TO R  K E L L Y  Q U E S T  1 0  N E D  T H E  E M I S  S' 1 0  N Z 7  A i'i D A R D 2 .  ri R .
E L L E V E R  A N S W E R E D  T H E  E M I S S I O N  S T A N D A R D S  C AM E A B O U T  I N  < 9 6 3 ,  I

AND T H E I R  C A R S  A R E  F’R E - 4 9 .  Z

S E N A T O R  K E L L Y  Q U E R I E D  H I S  A I D E ,  MAX G I F F O R D ,  ON T H E  F I S C A L  S
N O T E S .  M R . G I F F O R D  S U M M A R IZ E D  T H E  F I S C A L  N O T E  AND A N E U T R A L  S
F ' O S I T I O N  FRO M  T H E  D I V I S I O N  O F  M O TO R  V E H I C L E S .  H E  S U G G E S T E D  3
F U R T H E R  Q U E S T I O N S  C O U L D  B E  A N S W E R E D  BY J U A N I T A  H E N S L E Y ,  FRO M  S
T H E  D I V I S I O N  OF M O TO R  V E H I C L E S .  S

MS H E N S L E Y ,  C H I E F  OF D R I V E R  S E R V I C E S ,  D E S C R I B E D  T H E  C O N C E R N S  S
OF T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  ON S P E C I A L  I N T E R E S T  S
F'LA i c .S , W H IC H  M I G H i  O P E N  i H E  F'F;0 G R A h  TO O TH EF. P O T E N T I A L  S
I N T E R E S T  C L U B S  T H A T  M I G H T  W A NT F’L A T E S .  S

•S '
NU M B E R  2 4 0  Sc
S E N A T O R  S A L O  Q U E S T I O N E D  T H E  C A R  C R U S H E R  LAW S I N  R E L A T I O N  TO S
A I R  P O L L U T I O N  A ND  T H E  N U M B E R  O F  C U S T O M  C A R S  T H A T  M I G H T  BE S
I N V O L V E D .  M R .  E L L E V E R  E X P L A I N E D  M O S T  O F  T H E  C U S T O M  C A R S  S
WERE P A R K E D  D U R IN G  T H E  H E A V Y  P O L L U T I O N  W I N T E R  M O N T H S  A ND  S
D R I V E N  A B O U T  5 0 0  M I L E S  D U R I N G  T H E  Y E A R .  I N  A D D I T I O N ,  HE S
S A I D  M O S T  OF T H E  C A R S  W ERE R U N N I N G  P C V  V A L V E S .  S E N A T O R  S A L O  2
A S K E D  A B O U T  N O I S E  P O L L U T I O N ,  A ND  M R .  E L L E V E R  M A I N T A I N E D  M O S T  S
OF T H E  C A R S  H A V E  T H E  T U R B O  M U F FL E R : W H IC H  I S  L E G A L . S

.•*t\
N U M B E R  2 6 4  S

S E N A T O R  K E L L Y  A S K E D  A B O U T  T H E  IN S U R A N C E  ON T H E  C U S T O M  B U I L T  S
V E H I C L E S ,  AND HE WAS T O L D  G L E N  N I C O L A I  FRO M  E A G L E  WAS G O IN G  S
TO A D D R E S S  I N S U R A N C E .  M R .  N I C O L A I  E X P L A I N E D  H E  WAS A M E M B ER  S
OF B O T H  S T A T E  A ND  N A T I O N A L  A S S O C I A T I O N S , AND  H E  T R A C E D  T H E  S
IN C R E A S E  I N  A V A I L A B I L I T Y  O F  I N S U R A N C E  C O V E R A G E .  M R .  N I C O L A I  S
S A I D  H I S  V E H I C L E S  W ERE I N S U R E D  BY S T A T E  F A R M  B U T  O T H E R  S
IN S U R A N C E  C A R R I E R S  W OULD A L S O  P R O V I D E  P O L I C I E S  A T  R E A S O N A B L E  S
R A T E S  B E C A U S E  OF A LOW I N C I D E N C E  OF C L A I M S .  S

■ sw?

N U M B E R  2 9 6  . S
im‘

M R . N I C O L A I  S A I D  T H E  A S S O C I A T I O N S  D I D N ’ T  ASK F O R  A N Y  N O I S E  S
P O L L U T I O N  E X E M P T I O N S  F O R  S T R E E T  R O D S ,  A ND  HE E X P R E S S E D  P R I D E
I N  i HE C L U B S '  S A F E T Y  F 'RO G R 'AM S. S

S E N A T O R  K E L L Y  A S K E D  F O R  T H E  E S T I M A T E D  A V E R A G E  AGE OF T H E  S
C L U B  M E M B E R S ,  A N D  M R . N I C O L I A  S A I D  I T  R A N G E D  FRO M  T H E  4 0 ' S S
i O i H E I R  O L D E S T  MEMBEF: A T  A G E  7 3 ,  F:OSS J A F : D I N E .  S

S E N A T O R  L I N C O L N  A S K E D  F O R  C L A R I F I C A T I O N  ON E M I S S I O N  C O N T R O L S  S
I N  R E L A T I O N  TO T H E  D E F I N I T I O N  I N  S E C T I O N  3  W H IC H  A L L O W S  AN S
E X E M P T IO N  F O R  C U S T O M  C O L L E C T O R  V E H I C L E S  W HOSE B O D Y  A N D  F R A M E  S
WERE M A N U F A C T U R E D  B E F O R E  i ? 4 9 .  M R .  N I C O L A I  P R A I S E D  T H E  S
C U S T O M  C A R S  W H IC H  W ERE A B L E  TO P A S S  E M I S S I O N  C O N T R O L S  S
B E C A U S E  T H E  E N G I N E S  WEF:E SO C A R E F U L L Y  M A I N T A I N E D .  S
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S E N A T O R  K E L L Y  I N V I T E E '  R O S S  J A R  D I N E ,  T H E  7 3  Y E A R  O LD  CAR B U F F  
FROM S AN D  L A K E  TO T E S T I F Y .

M R . J A R D I N E  O U T L I N E D  H I S  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  I N  S T R E E T  ROD 
B U I L D I N G  A ND  R I D I N G .  HE D E S C R I B E D  H I S  i 936  F O R D  A ND  A i 9 3 3  
F O R D , BOTH O F  W H IC H  A R E  I N S U R E D ,  I N  T O P  C O N D I T I O N .  A ND  WOULD  
P A S S  A N Y  I N S P E C T I O N  I N C L U D I N G  E M I S S I O N S .  M R .  J A R D I N E  S A I D  
HE WAS A M E M B E R  OF T H E  S A F E T Y  C O M M I T T E E  F O R  H I S  C L U B ,  AND HE  
L I S T E D  A L L  OF T H E  R E Q U I R E D  F E A T U R E S  ON H I S  V E H I C L E S .  HE  
D E S C R I B E D  AN IN C R E A S E  I N  C A R  B U F F  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  I N  C H A R I T Y  
EVENiS .

S E N A T O R  K E L L Y  I N V I T E D  C H A R L E S  A L V A R E Z  FR O M  T H E  P E N I N S U L A  
C R U I S E R S  I N  S O L D O T N A  TO T E S T I F Y .

M R . A L V A R E Z  D E S C R I B E D  T H E  M E M B E R S H I P  A N D  A C T I V I T I E S  OF T H E  
P E N I N S U L A  C R U I S E R S  AMD P I T C H E D  F O R  A D D I T I O N A L  M E M B E R S .  HE  
P R E S E N T E D  H I S  S U P P O R T  F O R  i HE L E G I S L A T I O N  A N D  D E S C R I B E D  ~i i i r l  
P E E R  P R E S S U R E  I N  M A I N T A I N I N G  S A F E  A N D  C L E A N  V E H I C L E S .

N UM BER 3 9 7

S E N A 7 OP R I E G E R  MOVED TO P A S S  S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  S E N A T E  
B I L L  N O .  7 FROM C O M M I T T E E  W I T H  I N D I V I D U A L  R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S . 
W IT H O U T  O B J E C T I O N S ,  SO O R D E R E D .
S E N A T O R  K E L L Y  IN T R O D U C E D  T H E  WORK D R A F T  F O R  C S  F O R  S E N A T E  
B I L L  N O .  4 4  FO R  A D D I T I O N A L  C H A N G E S  B Y  T H E  C O M M I T T E E  AND  
A S K E D  J O S H  F I N K  TO WALK T H E  C O M M I T T E E  T H R O U G H  T H E  C H A N G E S  AS  
A D O P T E D  I N  I HE i / 2 i / 9 3  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G .

NUMBER 4 2 5

M R . F I N K  C A R E F U L L Y  N O T E D ,  P A G E  B Y  P A G E ,  A L L  O F  T H E  C H A N G E S ,  
W IT H  T H E  A D D I T I O N S  I N  Y E L L O W  I N  T H E  WORK D R A F T  AND  R E V IE W E D  
T H E  N O T A T IO N  R E F E R E N C E S  I N  T H E  C O M M I T T E E  S U B S T I T U T E .  HE  EX7' ATWF^ DRAFF"’ t i/r ~,-i.or 11 * - -• • • n  - - Tf»
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S d r C s  A t . t / u r e s

SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE BILL NO. 47
An Act relating to equipment, registration, and identification 
of custom collector vehicles; and providing for an effective 
date.

Co-chair Pearce directed that SSSB 47 be brought on for discussion.

Senator Kelly, sponsor for SSSB 47, commented that the bill was not 
a significant bill but had to do with improving the quality of 
life.

End SFC-93 #16, Side 2 
Begin SFC-93 #18, Side 1

MAX GIFFORD, legislative assistant to Senator Kelly, testified that 
SB 47 provided that owners of custom collector vehicles must equip 
their vehicles with several safety devices, and provided for an 
exemption for bumpers, hoods and fenders. The owner may register 
with the Department, pay a $50 fee and if they qualify, obtain a 
vehicle identification number and a special license plate. He 
estimated that there were approximately 200 to 250 custom cars in 
Alaska. He directed attention to a letter from the Midnight Sun 
Street Rod Association dated January 25, 1993 (copy on file), in 
support of SB 47. He explained the fiscal note was in the amount 
of $10.9 for plate production and estimated income from the $50 
registration fee to be $10.0.

Co-chair Pearce invited Juanita Hensley, Chief, and Jay N. Dulany, 
Director, Division of Motor Vehicles, Department of Public Safety 
to testify regarding SB 47. JAY DULANY, in answer to Senator 
Kerttula's qufstion, replied it was estimated that the bill was a 
break-even cost for the division. Discussion followed between 
Senators Rieger and Kelly, Max Gifford, and Mr. Dulany regarding 
safety regulations for older cars.

Senator Kelly MOVED and asked for unanimous consent that SSSB 47 
pass from committee with individual recommendations and the 
attached fiscal note. No objection being raised, SSSB 47 was 
REPORTED OUT of committee with a fiscal note in the amount of $10.9 
from the Dept, of Public Safety. Co-chairs Pearce and Frank, 
Senators Kelly, Rieger, Kerttula and Sharp signed the committee 
report with a "do pass" recommendation. Senator Jacko was absent 
and did not sign.

Recess 8:25am 
Reconvene 9:03am

Alaska Railroad and Railroad Board Overview
Co-chair Pearce invited Mr. Robert S. Hatfield, Jr., President and 
CEO, Alaska Railroad Corp., Mr. Loren Lounsbury, Chairman of the 
Board, Alaska Railroad Corp. (ARRC), and Commissioners Paul Fuhs, 
DOC&ED and Frank Turpin, DOT/PF, members of the Board, to join the

/ r t / w r e f
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D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y

S S S 3  47 F i s c a l  N o t e  A n a l y s i s

P a g e  2 o f  2

ANALYSIS

This bill, will establish a small number of special plates for a 
very small group of vehicle restorers. Since this is essentially 
a private, club rather than a normal registration category, the 
division has no accurate numbers to estimate the number of 
vehicles that would qualify for this special registration. We 
believe that the number will be very small. For purposes of this 
analysis we will estimate that 200 existing vehicles will qualify 
for the special plates during the first year. Each year 
thereafter, 10 additional vehicles will be added. Due to this 
extremely low number, the plates will be maintained centrally in 
Anchorage where it is assumed that most of the registrations will 
exist, and the plates will be mailed to applicants residing in 
other areas of the state. This is much more efficient than 
trying to stock and account for such a low number of plates at 
all offices.

The Pesonal Services costs are for one month's salary and 
benefits for a MVR III position. This will provide overtime for 
an existing position to do the administrative work associated 
with design, ordering, and issuing these registrations the first 
year. This will avoid having other essential services impacted 
by the additional duties. The contractual costs are for ordering 
90C. sets of special request plates at $8.50 each and for mailing 
100 plates at $2.50 each. Even though the actual usage will be 
much less than 900 over the life of the program, 900 is usually 
the minimum order for special design plates without raising the 
cost per plate to an even higher level.

The revenue is based on 200 registrations at $50.00 each the 
first year and 10 registrations at $50.00 each year thereafter.



S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  
S S S B - 4 7  ( b y  K e l l y )

An Act relating to equipment, registration, and identification 
of custom collector vehicles; effective date: 1/1/94

This bill is in response to the requests of custom collector (more commonly 
referred to as "street rods") vehicle owners who want the opportunity to 
display their classic vehicles at fairs, car shows, parades and pleasure 
driving. Passage of this measure permits custom car collectors, registered 
and licensed by the state DMV, to drive their classic vehicles without being 
ticketed by law enforcement agencies. The bill specifies equipment 
requirements, vehicle registration and identification numbers, and permits 
specialized plates for vehicles meeting the requirements and definition of a 
custom collector vehicle.
There are custom collector organizations throughout the U.S. 
representing more than 150,000 individuals. In Alaska, the Midnight Sun 
Street Rod Association of Anchorage, the Arctic Wheels of Fairbanks, and 
the state's largest group, the Peninsula Cruisers of the Kenai/Soldotna 
area together represent about 300 custom vehicle enthusiasts whose hobby 
is the restoration and display of custom classic vehicles.
Custom classic vehicles are cars manufactured before 1949, or a replica of 
a vehicle whose body and frame were manufactured before 1949, and 
modified for safe road use, (Sec. 5). Often times hundreds of hours and 
thousands of dollars are expended to restore these classic vehicles. 
Special insurance is needed and is available in Alaska.
The bill mandates specific vehicle equipment such as hydraulic brakes, 
safety belts, parking brakes, etc. (Sec. 1) before a custom classic vehicle can 
be registered, licensed, and driven. It provides for registration and 
identification with the Department of Motor Vehicles (Sec. 2). and, also 
provides for the issuance of "special plates" for vehicles registered with 
DMV as a custom collector, (Sec. 4), for a one-time plate fee of $30.
FISCAL NOTE: ($900) The Department of Motor Vehicles /  Public Safety 
estimates income of about $10,000, based on 200 first year (FY94) 
registration and licensing requests. The number of registrants could be as 
high as 250, raising income to about $12,500. DMV projects expenses of 
about $10,900.
Department Position: Public Safety/DMV does not object to this bill.





Official Business

Alaska State Legislature
S e n a t o r  T i m  K e l l y

S ta te  C ap ito l
Ju n e a u ,  AK  99801-1182

January 26, 1993

To: Senator D rue Pearce, Chair
Senate Finance Committee

From: Senator Tim K elly^y

Subj: Scheduling: SSSB-47. custom collector vehicles

Please consider scheduling SSSB-47, for hearing before the Finance 
Committee at the earliest possible convenience.

SSSB-47, was heard and moved from the Senate Labor & Commerce 
Committee, with teleconference testimony presented by members cf the 
M idnight Sun Street Rod Association (Anchorage) and the Peninsula 
Cruisers (Kenai/Soldotna). The Committee also heard from Juanita 
Hensley of the Department of Public Safety, DMV, who spoke to the fiscal 
note and noted DPS has no objection to the bill.

Attached is an L&C bill file complete w ith a sponsor statement and 
sectional analysis, a trade publication, and written testimony from Ray 
Elleven of the Midnight Sun Street Rod Association. Give a call if we can 
provide more information.

Thank you.



S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S  
S S S B - 4 7

(Kelly and Halford) / -

An Act relating to equipment, registration, and identification of custom 
collector vehicles; effective date.

Section 1. (a) Amends AS 28.05 by adding new section mandating specific 
vehicle equipment largely related to motoring safety.

(b) provides that the department may not require bumpers, 
hood, or fenders on custom vehicles.

(c) mandates no portion of suspension, steering, or chassis is to 
touch road surface while vehicle is being driven, even if driven on just four 
rims.

Section 2. Amends AS 28.10, adding new section providing for registration 
and vehicle identification number of custom collector vehicles by DMV.

Section 3. Amends AS 28.10.181 (Registration of unique and special 
vehicles) by adding new subsection permitting DMV to issue special plates 
for custom collector vehicles.

Section 4. Amends AS 28.10.421 (d) (2) by adding new annual registration 
fee for special plates for custom collector vehicles, $50.

Section 5. Amends AS 28.40.100 (a) by adding new paragraph defining 
custom collector vehicle, recognized as manufactured before 1949.

Section 6. Effective date: January 1,1994.
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P.O. BOX 92061 
Anchorcg*. AK 99509

February 9, 1993
TO: Senator Drue Pearce

Senator Steve Frank 
Senate Finance Committee 
FAX 465-3756

FROM: Wallv Graham
561-1188

S U B J E C T :  S e n a t e  B i l l  4 7

As President of the Midnight Sun Street Rod Association and the 
appointed Alaska State Safety Inspector for the National Street 
Ro 1 Association, I would like to ask for your fu l l support this 
b i l l .
The National Street Rod Association has used their safety program 
for their own members for over 20 years and has proven to be a 
very successful program.
The program has 23 items that vehicle should have to be safe. Of 
these 23 items, we have deemed that bumpers, hood and fenders on 
cars 1948 and older have not been a necessary item.
This safety program has been well received and Oklahoma has 
adopted our i t into their state inspection program.
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o n  t h i s  b i l l .
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P.O. Box 92061 
Anchorage, AK 99509

February 9, 1993
TO: Senator Drue Pearce

Senator Steve Frank 
Senate Finance Committee 
FAX 465-3756

FROM; Ray Elleven
266-9270

SUBJECT: Senate Bil l 47

As Vice President of the Midnight Sun Street Rod Association and 
having been in t ’ e career for the past 18 years, I want to 
encourage you to support Senate Bil l 47.
The street rod industry is growing leaps and bounds throughout 
American. The Street Rod Marketing Alliance, a committee of the 
Specialty Equipment Market Association (SEMA), estimates there are 
over 150.000 modified pre-1949 automobiles in the country. This 
includes fiberglass reproduction automobiles.
There are magazines fu l l of manufactures and retailers selling 
reproduction body parts and other components for these cars. 
Organizations across America sponsor outdoor automotive events 
open to pre-1949 automobiles only. Attendance at locai events may 
very from 50 to 500 cars registered while Nationally sponsored 
events have an average of 2,000 to 3.000 cars. The grand daddy of 
all events had over 13,000 registered vehicles in attendance, all 
of which were pre-1949 vehicles
In Alaska the sport is small, however, we are growing every year. 
Considering the very short season (May to Sep) we have to drive 
our vehicles, we estimate there are 200 pre-1949 vehicles on the 
road with another 50 under construction. Additionally, I know of 
an average of three to five vehicles per year that have been 
purchased outside as completed cars and brought to Alaska.
Most of the car owners belong to e car club. In Anchorage, i t 's  
the Midnight Sun Street Rod Association, in Fairbanks the Arctic 
Wheels and on the Kenal Peninsula i t 's the Peninsula Cruisers.



Each organization supports local business by displaying cars at 
the business during promotions. Each club sponsors an annual 
indoor car show and donates the proceed to charity.
Tne advantages c. Senate Bil l 47 would be:

* Prevents indiscriminate citations since the enforcement 
officers can easily recognize our vehicles as a "Custom Collector 
Vehicles."

* Titling and registration of a vehicles without the original 
documents could be eased by defining a custom collector vehicle as 
a pre-1949 modified vehicle using original and/or reproduction 
component parts.

" Registration of a vehicle as the year i t represents will 
assist enforcement officers in easily identifying the vehicle.

* Deleting optional equipment such as fenders, hoods and 
bumpers permit the owners to enjoy individualizing their vehicles. 
New Hampshire, Oregon, Pennsylvania and Washington provide for 
optional equipment requirements.

* Several states have pending "Clunker" legislation targeting 
pre-1971 motor vehicles as "dirty old motor" vehicles and propose 
removal from the road and crushing them. Should such a b i l l come 
to Alaska, identifying these vehicles as collector items will 
shield them from the crusher.

* Local Governments in the lower 48 have passed inoperative 
vehicle ordinances which can order the removal of motor vehicles 
under restoration to be impounded and crushed. This b i l l would 
protect these vehicles should such an ordnance be passed by any of 
our Municipalities.
Alaska is not the f i r s t state to act on legislation protecting 
pre-1949 modified vehicles.

" Eighteen States have legislation defining pre-1949 modified 
veh i cles.

" Fourteen states have issued license plates similar to the 
Custom Collector Plate.

* A similar Bil l passed in New Hampshire and Mississippi last 
year.

" Similar Bills are being introduced this year in Oregon, 
Washington and Iowa.
The sport of owning a pre-1949 modified automobile is a growing 
every year. To many owners, building and driving a pre-1949 
modified automobile is their primary sport. Passing of Senate 
Bil l 47 will allow us to enjoy our sport legally.

Page 2
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7828 Federal Remitter /  V o l. 58, No. 38 /  Tuesday, February 28. 1991 /  Proposed Rule*

D # itd : February JO. 1991.
Paul Uptley,
D irec to r. Regulatory Management D iv itio n . 
O ffic e  o f  Policy, Plonning end Evaluation. 
(FR Doc. *1-4498 Filed 2-26-91: 8:45 am) 
•humo coot HM- ta-m

NHTSA la currently #ddrei»ln| In 
rulemaking. The petitioner atated that ha 
bellcvea the bumper height* of email 
trucka and aport-utllity \ chicle* ahould 
be Identical to thoee of passenger car* 
or that they ahould be equipped with 
underrid* guards.
NHTSA naa lasucd a bumper atandard 

for paaaenger automobile* pursuant to 
the Motor Vehicle Information and Coat 
Savinga Act (the Coat Saving* Act) and 
the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle 
Safety Act (the Safety Act). Sec 49 CFR 
part 581. The atandard establishes 
requlr .mente for th* Impact resistance 
of paaaenger automobile* in Jow-tpetd 
front and rear collialona and Include* a 
ûmper.heighl requirement. ,,9 
•MNffTBA'a bumper standard obea not 
apply to trucka or mullipurpoae 
passenger vehicles (the category which 
generally Include* "aport-utility 
vehicles”). Title 1 of the Coat Saving*
Act specifically excludes trucks from 
any bumper atandard* and allow* th* 
agency to exempt multipurpose 
passenger vehicles from bumper 
standards. While the Safety Act oould 
be used to Issue bumper standards for 
both of those categories of vehicles. 
NHTSA believes It would be 
Inappropriate to require bumper* of 
these vehicle* to be at the same height 
as those of passenger cars. These types 

fVfe Of vehicles require greater ground

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration

49 CFR Part 671

Federal Motor Vehlcls Safety 
Standards: Danlal of Petition for 
Rulemaking

agency: National Highway Traffic 
Safely Administration (NHTSA), DOT. 
action: Denial of petition for 
rulemaking. ______

summary; Thi* notice denle* a petition 
for rulemaking requesting lhat NHTSA 
establish bumper height requirements 
for small trucks and sport-utility 
vehicles. The petitioner. Dr. P. Wayne 
Stromeyer. stated that the bumper 
height* of these vehicle* should be 
Identical lo those of passenger cars or 
lhat they should be equipped with 
underride guards, The establishment of 
requirement* along the tine* suggested

question. Therefore, the agency believe* ĉe#r obstacles and hazards
that such a requirement would not be 
reasonable, practicable or appropriate 
for these vehicle type*. Moreover, while 
the agency recognizes that many of 
these other vehicle* are manufactured 
with bumpera mounted somewhat higher 
than passenger car bumpers, it doct not 
have evidence of any significant safety 
problem resulting from thosa 
difference*.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mr. Samuel Daniel. Office of Vehicle 
Safely Standards. National Highway 
Traffic Safely Administration. 400 
Seventh Street SW, Washington, DC 
20590 (202-3G6-4921).
SURPICMEKTARY INFORMATION: P.
Wayne Stromeyer, M.D., petitioned this 
agency for rulemaking regarding bumper 
height* for small trucka and sport-utility 
vehicle*. The petllloner atated that he la 
concerned about the lack of bumper 
height safety atandard* for iheit 
vehicles, noting tha I he !• a ware of 
crashes In which a •port-utility vehicle 
overrode the hood of • paaaenger car. 
killing or serlouily Injuring th* 
occupants of tha car. Dr. Stromeyar 
compared this to situations In which 
portions of car* go under the rear 
bumpers of large trucks, a subject which

ĉharacteristic of commercial and 
Occasional off-road operation. For the 
aarae reason, requiring underride guard* 
on truck* and mullipurpoae passenger 
vehicles would be inappropriate. Th* 
requirement recommended by th* 
petitioner would thus significantly 
reduce the utility of the vehicle type* In
Suestion. Therefore, the agency believe* 
ltt such a requirement would not be 

-̂ reasonable, practicable or appropriate 
for these vehicle type*.
While some vehicle types clearly 

require greater ground clearance than 
passenger car*. NHTSA la awar* of 
potential safety problema associated 
with vehicle! whoa* bodies are 
significantly raised above their usual 
design height. These potential safety 
concerns Include more Intrusion to 
struck paaaenger vehicle* and reduced 
vehicle stability and braking 
performance. NHTSA'* aafety 
atandard*. however, apply only to new 
vehicle manufacturer*. Tha agency does 
not have tha legal authority to regulate 
subsequent vehicle modification* by 
Individual owner*. By contrast, th* 
states can regulate subsequent 
modification* much mors effectively 
through their motor vehicle registration 
and inspection programa. Se\*ral atatt#

have established requirements 
governing the bumper heights on all 
vehicle*, Including trucks and 
multipurpose paaaenger vehicles, which 
help to ensure that Individual owner* do 
not "Jack up" or otherwise modify their 
vehicle* In an unsafe manner.
Finally, while the agency recognizes 

that many of these other vehicles are 
manufactured with bumpera mounted 
somewhat higher than passenger car 
bumpers, it doe* not have evidence of 
any algnlflen ‘ problem resulting 
from those difference*. The agency 
analyzed data from the Fatal Accident 
Reporting System (FARS), which is a 
census of all fatal motor vehicle crashes 
on U.S. roads. Data from tha 1989 FARS 
file (the latest available) indicate there 
were 3,842 car occupant fatalities In 
collision* with a light truck, van or sport 
utility vehicle, tn none of these was 
underride or override reported as a 
cauae of the car occupant fatality. Thus, 
the agency la not aware of any data 
indicating a safety problem to be 
addressed by the rulemaking requested ■ 
by Dr. Stromeyer.
For the reason* set forth above,

NHTSA denle* Dr. Stromeyer'* petition 
for rulemaking.

Issued oo February 20.1991.
Barry FaWca,
A t to d o le  A dm in ittro to r fa r  Rulemaking.
(FR DOC. 91-4451 Filed Z-25-91; 8:45 am)
•iuxo com ois-sa-u

49 CFR Part 571 

(Docket No. 88-22: Nolle* 03]

BIN 2127-AA44

Ftammablllly of Interior Malarial* In 
Buse*

aOency: National Highway Traffic 
Safely Administration (NHTSA). 
Department of Transportation.
ACTION: Request for comments.

SUMMARY: This notice request* 
comment* oo a number of Issue* releted 
to fismmablllty of buses. Additionally, 
the notice provides the public with 
Information on (he activities of the 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administrate., .o upgrade Federal 
Motor Vehicle Safaly Standard (FMVSS) 
No. 302, Flammeblllty of Interior 
Materials, os It applies to lirgt buses. 
More apecifically, this notice provides a 
discussion of the comments received In 
response lo the Advance Notiet of 
Proposed Rulemaking (63 FR 44627) 
published on November 4.1988. and a 
summary of th* raaoarch results on 
school bus soating materials. Finally, the
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National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration

49 CFR Part S71

Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standard*; Danlal ot PetlUona for 
Rvltmeklng

aocncy: National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA), 
Department of Transportation.
action: Denial of petitions for 
rulemaking.

Ujmuajtt This notice denies two 
petitions for rulemaking to establish 
safety requirements for bumpera on 
vehicles other than passenger can. Oca 
of tha petitions requested that tha 
. agency establish a bumper height., 
requirement for all vehicles. Tha other 
petition requested that tear bumpera ba 
required on pick-up trucks. Tha 

. esUbUihmect of requirement# along tha 
tinea suggested by tha petitioner* wpuld 
significantly reduce tha utility of the 
vehicle types In question. In addition,- •< 
the agency does not possess data.. . 
documenting a safety problem which ‘ ‘' 
would justify rulemaking at ihls tlma. 
SON rUKTHM INFORMATION cowtact: .. 
Mr. Nelson Cordy, Ofllca of Market i 
Incentive*. National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration. 400 Seventh, * •
Street, SW. Washington. D.C 20580, ' ■ 
(203-429-1740),
aomaunrrAAY tNroiuiATtOt* NHTSA 
haa received two petitions for 
rulemaking to establish safety • r 
requlramenta for bumpers on vehicles 
other than passenger cars. Tha first 
petition waa submitted by Mr. EC. Prer, 
who requested that tha agency establish 
a bumper height requirement for all »’ 
vehicles. The petitioner atated that any , 
bumper which exceeds the height of the 
normal family automobile defeats tha 
Intsnded purpose of the'bumpcr and la a 
safety haxara.
Mr. Trey's petition died hi* concern 

about the safety of a vehicle ha had 
observed while driving. The vehicle to 
qoeiUon had apparently bean altered by 
means of a lift kJC I.e. tha body of the 
vehldt. including tha bumper, bed been 
hoisted to a height significantly abova 
the usual design height of such vehicles. 
Alio Included In the materials submitted 
by Mr. Prey wee a letter written by the 
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 
(HHS) discussing the aifaty of plck-wp 
trucks with lift kite. The llHS lettar 
stated that elnca tha bumpera on such 
plck*up trucks are unlikaly to match the 
heights of bumpera of many other 
vehicles on the highway, the ability or 
(̂• bumpera lo functioa as denude

ilinJtlnf devieei la nafitad. The CHS 
loiter also stated lhat such bumper* 
pos-’ an occupant protection problem la 
side Impacts, since a vehicle with 
elfv«ivd bumptrf Impacting the aide of 
a passenger car will be much more 
likely to produce Intrusion Into the 
occupant comps: tmenl of the peeiengar 
car.
The IlHS letter also noted that while 

there has been a Federal bumper height 
requirement for passenger care for many 
yeara. there I* no requirement for other 
vehicles. Tha UHS letter atatad that 
without such a requirement there la oo 
guarantee that the bumpera on such 
vehicles as pick-up trucka, vena or 
utility vehicle* wji) match tha bumper* 
on other vehicles with which they might 
collide.
Th* second petition waa submitted by 

Mr. Harold E Simmons, who requested 
that rear bumper* be required on pick­
up trucks. Mr. Simmons atated that he 
bad recently learned that some pick-up 
trucks are sold without rear bumpera 
and that he belltvee this create* a * '

, significant safety baxard for the truck ■ j 
and ad other vehicles operating In lie - 
videity. Mr. Simmons also stated lhat 
he believes that pick-up trucka without 
rear bumper* negate the bumper t 

. standard! . *' U ’.
Th* purpose of the agency’s bumper'/ ' 

r atandard. Including tha bumper height ' ’■ 
r'- requirement, la to Omit the damage "■ ’ 
which Occurs lo vehicles ha accident*.
See 49 CFR Part 581. Tha primary safety 
effect of the standard la preventing 
damage that might causa future' 
accidents if it goes unrepaired. For 1. 

r example, broken tall lampa which slta 
not repaired may be the cause of a 
• future acddenl It should be noted that 
bumpera do not ptey a significant rols In 

T crash energy management. Therefore,
> neiyber bumper mismatch nor the 
absence of a rear bumper will 
significantly affect injury levels In a 
crash.
While It Is conceivable that a bumper 

height requirement for vehldea other 
. than passenger care could result in soma 
slight, con-quantifiable safety benefits “ 
relating to unrepaired damage, tha 
agency la unaware of any data 
Indicating any significant safety 
problem with th* bumpera (or lack of 
rear bumper) or pick-up trucks, vans of * 
utility vehicles, relating to mismatch 
problems, crtsh energy mangeme nL or 
aid* Impact Intrusion. Neither petitioner 
provided any such data.
In considering possible rulemaking. 

NHTSA must consider both aafaly *
Issues and whether a proposed 
requirement would bt reasonable, 
practicable and appropriate for tha 
particular type of motor vehicle or Item

of motor vchide equipment for which It 
la prescribed. This It specifically 
required by section 103(f)(3) of the 
Safety Act 
Bumpers on vehicles other than 

passenger care are typically higher than 
paascnger car bumpers for reasons 
related to the uac of tha vehicle. Many 
auch vehicles are used for ofT-road 
operation, which requires higher ground 
clearance. (Jae of a tin kit permits 
operation on particularly severe terrain. 
Also, the longer wheelbases of tome of 
theia vehicles necessllels higher ground 
clearance In order to negotiate ramps 
aod driveways.
Similarly, the absence of rear bumpers 

on some pick-up truck* Is related to the 
uae of tha vehlck Th* absence of a rear 
bumper permits auch thinis as 
installation of campers. Also, th# 
absence of a rear bumper permits the 
rear gate to be lowered in auch a way as 
to maka loading easier.
Establishing • bumpar height 

requirement lor vehicles olhtr than 
paaaenger core or requiring rear 
bum pars on plek-up trucks would thus - 
significantly reduc* the utility of tba
vehicle types In question. In addition, - 
th* agency doe# not possess data 
documenting a safety problem which 
'would Justify rulemaking at this tlma.

- For the reason* set forth above, ths - 
agency denies the*# two betilions.
(Secs. lO. Its and 124, Pub. L M-SU. eo 
Slat nn (15 U.S.C. 11B2.1407 snd wo.* 
delegations of authority *149 CFR 1 JO and 
SOM)
Issued on August 12 1984.

Barry Fairies,
A iso c io te  A dm lnh iro to r fo r  RufemcL'n$. 
fix On. wonirWw)4i,iu»>|
aeuurt 0004 SIMM

49 CFR Part 571

(Dock *4 No. *2-11; NotSc* 1)

Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standards; Lsmpa, Raflaclfv# Devices, 
and Aoaoclsta Equipment; Motorcycf* 
Control* and Displays

aocncy: National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA). 
Department of Transportation.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking. *

auwuAer; The purpose of this notice la 
to propose en amendment to Safety 
Standard No. lOt that would allow 
installation of a modulating headlamp 
on motorcycles. Such a headlamp, 
whose use I* currently not allowed, 
could Improve ronsplculty of a 
motorcycle and Its operator during 
dayllghL Tha proposal Implements th*



P.O. Box 92061 
Anchorage. AK 99509

January 25, 1993 
TO:

F R O M :

SUBJECT:

Max Gifford, Legislative Assistant 
5enator Tim Kelly 
FAX 465-3756
Ray Elleven 
266-9270
Senate Bill 47

BACKGROUND

The street rod industry is growing leaps and bounds throughout 
American. The Street Rod Marketing Alliance, a committee of the 
Specialty Equipment' Market Association (5EMA), estimates there are 
over 150,000 modified pre-1949 automobiles in the country. This 
includes fiberglass reproduction automobiles.
There are magazines fu l l of manufactures and retailers selling 
reproduction body parts and other components for these cars. 
Organizations ocr ’3S America sponsor outdoor automotive events 
open to p r e - 1 9 4 9  automobiles only. Attendance at local events may 
very from 50 to 500 cars registered while Nationally sponsored 
events have an average of 2,000 to 3.000 cars. The grand daddy of 
all events had over 12.000 registered vehicles in attendance, all 
of which were pre-1949 vehicles
In Alaska the sport is small however we are growing every jear. 
Cons i daring the very short season (May to Sep) we have to drive 
our vehicles, we estimate there are 200 pre-1949 vehicles on the 
road with another 50 under construction. Additionally, I know of 
an average of three to five vehicles per year that have been 
purchased outside as completed cars and brought to Alaska.
Most of the c a r  owners belong to a car club. In Anchorage, i t 's  
the Midnight Sun Street Rod Association, in Fairbanks the Arctic 
Wheels and on the Kenai Peninsula i t 's the P e n i n s u l a  Cruisers.
Each organization supports local business by displaying cars at 
the business during promotions. Each club sponsors an annual 
indoor car show and donates the proceed to charity.

i
!



A D V A N T A G E S  O F  S E N A T E  B I L L  47

The advantages of Senate Bil l 47 are:
* In<i i sc r im i nat e citations would be reduced since the 

enforcement officers can easily recognize our vehicles as a 
"Custom Collector Vehicles."

* Titl ing and registration of a vehicles without the original 
documents could be eased by defining a custom collector vehicle as 
a pre-1949 modified vehicle using o.riginal and/or reproduction 
component parts.

* Registration of a vehicle as the year i t represents will 
assist enforcement officers in easily identifying the vehicle.

* Deleting optional equipment such as fenders, hoods and/or 
bumpers permit the owners to enjoy individualizing their vehicles. 
New Hampshire, Oregon, Pennsylvania and Washington provide for 
optional equipment requirements.

* Several states have pending "Clunker" legislation targeting 
pre-1971 motor vehicles as "dirty old motor" vehicles and propose 
removal from the road and crushing them. Should such a b i l l come 
to Alaska, identifying these vehicles as collector items will 
shield them from the crusher.

* Local Governments in the lower 40 have passed inoperative 
vehicle ordinances which can order the romoval of motor vehicles 
under restoration to be impounded and crushed. This b i l l would 
protect these vehicles should such an ordnance be passed by any of 
our Municipalities.
S U M M A R Y

. Alaska is not the f i rs t state to act on legislation protecting 
pre-1949 modified vehicles.

" Eighteen States have legislation defining pre-1949 modified 
vehicles.

* Fourteen states have issued license plates similar to the 
Custom Collector Plate.

" A similar Bill passed in New Hampshire and Mississippi last 
year.

" Similar Bills are being introduced thLs year in Oregon, 
Washington and Idaho.
The sport of owning a pre-1949 modified automobile is a growing 
every year. To many owners, building and driving a pre-1949 
modified automobile is their primary sport. Passing of Senate 
Bil l 47 will allow us to enjoy our sport legally.
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The trend for a street rod definition distinctive from other specialty vehicles 
has been demonstrated by recent flurry oflegislation.

Since 1990, nine (9) states have introduced a pre-1949 modified vehicle 
definition for street rods; California ’91, Idaho ’91, Mississippi ’92, New 
Hampshire ‘92, Pennsylvania ’92, Tennessee '91, Utah ’92, Virginia ’90, and 
Wisconsin ’92. All have become law and Wisconsin is reviewing this issue in 
their Administrative Rule process.

Twenty-one (21) states have a pre-1949 modified vehicle definition for street 
rods. Arizona, California, Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Idaho, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Minnesota* Mississippi, Missouri, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, North Carolina, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, 
Tennessee, Utah, Virginia.

Georgia and Maryland use 30 and 25 years respectively to identify a vehicle 
which has been substantially modified. Illinois identifies street rods as 
modified or materially altered vehicles.

Eleven (11) state identify street rods as assembled (a) or reconstructed (rj. 
Hawaii (r), Indiana (a), Nebraska (a), New York (custom), Ohio (a), Oregon 
(r), South Carolina (rebuilt), Texas (a), Vermont (Type I or II), West Virginia 
(r), and Rhode Island (r).

Fifteen (15) states do not have a street rod definition. Alabama, Alaska, 
Arkansas, Connecticut, Iowa, Massachusetts, Michigan, Montana, Nevada, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Washington, Wisconsin, Wyoming,

None of the ten Canadian provinces have a street rod definition. The 
adoption of the AAMVA model has created interest by the Canadian 
regulators to develop language fashioned from the AAMVA model. The 
Canadian Street Pod Association (CSRA) plans to introduce street rod 
regulatory language in Ontario, Prince Edward Island, Manitoba and 
British Columbia.

The trend is to distinguish street rods from other specialty vehicles. Besides 
the aforementioned eight (8) states adding definitions since 1990, street rod 
associations in Alaska, Iowa, Oregon (identified as rebuilt), and Washington 
are requesting state legislators prepare a bill to adopt the AAMVA model 
street rod language or some variation during 1993. Also, Wisconsin is 
reviewing this issue in their Administrative Rule process.

Should these additional jurisdictions add a street rod definition in 1993, 
then 26% of the states (13 states) will have amended their laws to identify 
street rods distinctive from olher specialty vehicles since 1990.

Street Rod Definition Trend

|  ‘  'h iM J s  |
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ADVANTAGES OF A STREET ROD DEFINITION 
The advantages of a street rod definition are:

1) All s tre e t rods will have a specific id en tity  w ith th e  AAMVA model 
definition or a varia tion .

o Several s ta te s  have pend ing  " c lu n k e r "  leg islation/regulation 
ta rg e ting  pre-1971 m oto r vehicles a s d irty  old m o to r vehicles 
and  propose removal from  th e  road  and  cru sh ing  th e se  
vehicles. A s tre e t rod defin ition  will iden tify  th ese  veh ic les as 
collector item s in an  a ttem p t to sh ie ld  them  from th e  crusher.

o I n o p e r a t iv e  v e h ic le  o r d ih a n c e s ,  a t county and  c ity  levels, 
a re  m echan ism s which can o rd e r th e  removal of m o to r vehicles 
under res to ra tion  to  be im pounded  and  crushed  w hen  th ese  
vehicles a re  no t p ro tec ted  by a s tre e t rod definition.

o I n d i s c r im in a te  c i t a t i o n s  could be reduced since th e
enforcem ent officers will easily  recognize street rod equ ipm en t 
requ irem en ts from o th e r special in te re s t or recon s tru c ted  
vehicle.

2) T itling  and reg is tra tion  o f vehicles w ithou t the orig inal docum en ts 
could be eased by defin ing a s tre e t rod as a pre-1949 modified vehicle 
using original a n d / o r  r e p r o d u c t i o n  com ponen t parts.

3) According to various s ta te  p a tro l officials, th e  reg is tra tion  o f a vehicle 
as a 1932 Ford 3-window coupe S tre e t Rod assis ts the en fo rcem en t 
officers in easily iden tify ing the vehicle and  required equ ipm en t. 
(Enforcement officers w an t to iden tify  vehicles the  y ea r th ey  
resemble).

4) D elineating optional s tre e t rod equ ipm en t i.e. fenders, hood, bum pers 
could perm it all s tre e t rods to enjoy ind iv idualiz ing  th e ir  vehicles.
(i.e. New H am pshire, Oregon, P enn sy lv an ia  and  W ash ing ton  provide 
for optional equ ipm en t requ irem en ts)



01-25-S3 12:26 1001911S42SL INSURANCE CO. 002

STREET ROD MARKETING ALLIANCE

U a M s  S R M A ?

SRAAA, the Street Rod Marketing Alliance, is a  committee of the Specialty 
Equipment Market Association (SEMA) dedicated to addressing challenges 
facing the street rod segment of the automotive aftermarket. Unlike other street 
rod associations, the SRMA is not a  consumer organization. Therefore its 
p rogram s are  designed exclusively to benefit companies like yours.

M a k e s  Up  S R M A ?

All companies involved in the street rod market, be they manufacturers, d ea l­
ers or builder/fabricators, a re  invited, and encouraged, to join the SRAAA. In 
fact, it is critical that as m any companies as possible become involved. Cur­
rently, there a re  nearly 200 companies (of the 2,100 companies which belong 
to SEMA), which support the SRMA through membership.

a t  A r e  S R M A 's  G o a ls ?

SRAAAs main goal is to insure the future profitability, and viability, of street 
rodding. The most critical w ay the SRAAA is achieving this goal is through 
efforts targeting the development of national, standardized licensing and  
registration procedures for street rods. The SRAAA also produces a  special 
section a t the SEAAA/AI Show which provides manufacturers and  dealers an 
opportunity to establish successful business relationships. O f course, all SRAAA 
participants will gain access to the entire menu of cost saving services and  
benefits available exclusively to SEAAA members.

O o Y ou  G e t In v o lv e d ?
The SRAAA invites all members of the street rod industry to join them in meet­
ing their critical goals. Any company interested in supporting our efforts 
should contact SEAAA headquarters a t 714/396-0289, ext. 113.



ALABAMA

ALASKA

ARIZONA

ARKANSAS

CALIFORNIA

CANADA

COLORADO

CONNECTICUT

DELAWARE

FLORIDA

GEORGIA

HAWAII

IDAHO

ILLINOIS

INDIANA

IOWA

KANSAS

KENTUCKY

LOUISIANA

MAINE

HARYLAND

HASSACHUETTS

KICHIGAH

S7ATE

<. .000 
250 

500 

1,000
40.000

10.000
5.000

1.000 
250

5.000 . 

2 ,000
250

3.000

1.000
5.000

1.000 
500

2, 500 

2, 000 
250 

2.000 
2,500 

2, 400

NUMBER
STATE

HINNBSOTO

MISSISSIPPI

MISSOURI

MONTANA

NEBRASKA

NEVADA

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

NEW JERSEY 

NEW HEXICO 

NEW YORK 

NORTH CAROLINA 

NORTH DAKOTA 

OHIO

OKLAHOHA

OREGON

PENNSYLVANIA

RHODE ISLAND

SOUTH CAROLINA

SOUTH DAKOTA

TENNESSEE

TEXAS

UTAH

VERHONT

NUMBER

2, 300

600

3.000

3.000 

<00
2, TO© 

700

2.000 
750

1,000 
10,000
5.000

3.500

6.000
5.000

4.500 

200
2.500

5.000 

4 ,500 

2 , 500

<4,500

1.000

STATE NUMBER

VIRGINIA 2,000
WASHINGTON 3,000

WEST VIRGINIA 1,500

WISCONSIN 6,000
WYOHING 500

157,850

* Numbers provided by 
• rate street, rod 
council



FENDER B ILL ! JULY 1 ,1990
TH E  STA TE  OK ID A H O

CEN TEN N IA L  LE G IS LA T U R E  SEC O N D  R E G U L A R  SE SS IO N  -  I WO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HOUSE BILL NO. 726 

BY TRANSPORTATION AND DEFENSE COMMITTEE

1 AN ACT
2 RELATING TO FENDERS OR COVERS OVER WHEELS ON MOTOR VEHICLES; AMENDING SECTION
3 49-949, IDAHO CODE, TO PROVIDE AN EXCEPTION THAT MOTOR VEHICLES OPERATED
4 ON HICHWAYS OF THIS STATE MUST HAVE FENDERS OR COVERS OVER ALL WHEELS.

5 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Idaho:

6 SECTION 1. That Section 49-949, Idaho Code, be, and the same is hereby
7 amended to read as follows:

8 49-949. REQUIREMENT AS TO FENDER OR COVERS OVER ALL WHEELS ON MOTOR VEHI-
9 CLES. (1) Ic shaLL be unLawfuL for any person to optrate or move or any owner

10 to permic co be operated or moved, any motor vehicLe, truck, bus, semitrailer
11 or trailer, upon any highway wichouc having the vehicle equipped with fenders
12 or covers which may incLude flaps or splash aprons, over and to the rear of
13 wheels, as follows:
14 (a) On the rear wheels of every truck equipped wich a body, bus, craiLer
15 or semitrailer Che fenders or covers shall extend in full width from a
16 point above and forward of the center of the tires over and co the rear of
17 the wheels to a point chat is not more than ten (10) inches above the sur-
18 face of the highway when the vehicle is emptyT_j_
19 (b) Behind the rear wheels of every truck not equipped wich a body the
20 fenders or covers shall extend downward in full width from a point noc
21 lower than halfway between the center of the wheels and the top of the
22 tires on the wheels to a point that is not more than ten (10) inches above
23 the surface of the highway when the vehicle i3 -empty-r̂
24 (c) Behind all wheels of every motor vehicle other than trucks, buses,
25 semitrailers, or trailers, the fenders or covers shall extend in fuLl
26 width from a point above and forward of the center of the tire over and to
27 the rear of the wheel to a point that is not more chan twenty (20) inches
28 above the surface of the highway-?̂
29 (d) Fenders or covers are noc required on anv modified American-made
30 pre-1935 vehicle, or anv identifiable vintage or reolica thereof chat is
31 cicled as a later assembled vehicle or reolica and is used for show and
32 pleasure use when such vehicLe is used and driven only during fair weather
33 on well-maintained hard-surfaced roads.
34 (2) Fenders or covers, as used in subsection (1) of this seccion, shalL
35 be deemed co be of sufficient size and construction as to comply wich chose
36 requirements if constructed as follows:
37 (a) When measured on the cross sections of the tread of Che wheel or on
38 the combined cross sections of the treads of multiple wheels, the fender
39 or cover extends at least co each side of che width of the tire or of the
40 combined width of che multiple tires, as che case may be; and
41 (b) The fender or cover is constructed as co be capable at all times of
42 arresting and deflecting dirt, mud, water, or ocher substance as may be
43 picked up and carried by wheels-rj_
44 (c) For school buses if Che body extension behind che rear wheels exceeds
45 five (5) feet.



FENDER BILL
E F F E C T I V E  J U L Y  1 , 1 9 9 0

N E W t

H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S
HOUSE BILL NO. 72 6

By Transportation and Defense Committee
AN ACT RELATING TO FENDERS OR COVERS OVER 

WHEFLS ON MOTOR VEHICLES; AMENDING SECTION 49-949,
IDAHO CODE, TO PROVIDE AN EXCEPTION THAT MOTOR VEHICLES 

OPERATED ON HIGHWAYS OF THIS STATE MUST HAVE 
FENDERS OR COVERS OVER ALL WHEELS.

49-949 SE C T IO N  1: P a r t  D
Fenders or covers are not required on any modified American-rnade pre-1935 

vehicle, or any identifiable vintage or replica thereof that is titled as a later assembled 
vehicle or replica and is used for show and pleasure use when such vehicle is used 
and driven only during fair weather on well-maintained hard-surfaced roads.

HOUSE BILL NO. 593
49-120 DEFIN IT IO N S

"Street Rod" means any pre-1949 vehicle which has had a significant drive train 
update from a more modern vehicle. Changes may include engine, transmission, rear 
axle, and other suspension components. The body will be, or resemble the same as 
the manufacturer's original issue after its first sale after manufacture.

U n it e d  S t r e e t  R o d s  o f  I d a h o

B o is e  (208) 377-0344 Tw in  F a l l s  (208) 733-9109



ITD-3430 5-90 REGISTRATION SERVICES - SPECIAL PLATES
P.O. BOX 34 BOISE, IDAHO 83731-0034 

(208) 334-8655

IDAHO STREET RODS
Idaho Code 49-120 - Definition

(24) "Street rod" means any pre-1949 vehicle which has had a sig­
nificant drive train update from a more modern vehicle. Changes may 
include engine, transmission, rear axle and other suspension compo­
nents The body will be, or resemble, the same as the manufacturer's 
original issue after its first sale after manufacture.

APPLICATION FOR IDAHO STREET ROD LICENSE
Any modernized motor vehicle manufactured prior to the year 1949, or 
designed and manufactured to resemble such a vehicle, and which has 
been certified as a Street Rod by the United Street Rods of Idaho, 
may be registered as a Street Rod under the provision of this 
section.

A Street Rod shall have all equipment in operating condition which 
was specifically required by law as a condition for its first sale 
after manufacture.

Any laws passed since 1949 on motor vehicle equipment or standards 
shall not apply to a Street Rod, unless the law so states.

Year Make Model

Vehicle Identification #

Current Idaho Plate _______________  Title #____________________

Applicant Name __________________________________________________

Applicant Driver's License # _____________________________________

Mailing Address _________________________________________________
Street or Box # City State ZIP Code

I certify that the above-described vehicle was manufactured prior to 
December 31, 1948, or was designed and manufactured to resemble such 
a vehicle.

Date __________________  Signed

When your Street Rod application is approved, you will be billed for 
the annual registration fees that may apply, plus a one-time fee of 
$10.00 for the plates. (Idaho Code 49-402 or 49-434)



U N I T E D  S T R E E T  R O D S  O F  ID A H O
R E G I S T R A T I O N  o r  R E N E W A L  L E T T E R

NEW APPLICANTS: Decach bottom portion and send co Sec./Treas. wich your
membership fee of 55.00.

RENEWAL: Once again, ic is chac cime of year - RENEWAL TIME! Please fill ouc 
che boccorn portion of chis leccer and encLose ic wich your membership fee of 
55.00 per year. Your prompc response will help me get all che currenc year's 
membership records updaced in che compucer and princed ouc for che officers 
for our next meeting. Thank you for your help.

Your 1989-90 officers are:

PRESIDENT: Chris Jancik
710 Mae Drive 
Twin Falls, ID 83301 
Phone: 733-9109 or 733-0015

VICE-PRESIDENT: Temp. 
Mel Eggleston 
2165 Bruneau Dr. 
Boise, ID 83708 
Phone: 377-0344

SEC./TREAS.: Diana L.
710 Mae Drive 
Twin Falls, ID 83301 
Phone: 733-9109

Jane ik DIRECTORS: Jim Nixon
HC 64 Box 9909 
Stanley, ID 83278 
Phone: 774-3452

Gino Raga
11034 W. Edgehill Drive 
Boise, ID 83709 
Phone: 377-5142

We have a good invencory of T-Shirts, pins, and window stickers. Prices are 
as follows: T-Shircs - $5.00 each plus $1.50 shipping

Small, Medium, Large, and X-Large 
Hat or Lapel Pins - $4.00 each
Window Scickers - $1.00 each

See you on the screet

Secretary/Treasurer

Detach here and return with $5.00 for membership.

NAME:   MEMBERSHIP NO. _____

ADDRESS:  ’_____________________  PHONE: _____

CITY: STATE: ZIP

ÊAR OF CAR: MAKE: BODY STYLE:

COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS:



O IDAHO G

IDAHO MOTOR VEH ICLE UWS M E M B E R
O ST R E E T  ROD o

49-408. STREET ROD. (I) Any modernised raocar vehicle”manufactured prior co che year 1949, or designed end manufactured co resemble such a vehicle end uhich has been cercified as a screec rod by an inspeccor of che Uniced Screec Rods of Idaho, may be regiscered as a screec rod undar che provisions of chis seccion.(2) Any screec rod shall have all equipmene in operacing condi- cion uhich vas specifically required by law as a condicion for ics first sale after manufacture. Mo law requiring any particular equip­ment or specifying any standards co be met by mocor vehicles shall apply co screec rods unless ic so specifically states.(3) Upon receipc of an application on a fora prescribed by che department for special screec rod automobile places, accompanied by ocher documentation required in chis seccion, Che deparcmenc shall issue co the applicanc special screec rad automobile places. The reg­istration certificate need noc specify che weight of che screec rod, and che places issued shall bear no dace but shall bear che inscrip- cion "Screec Rod," "Idaho," a picture of a 1929 highboy roadscer, and che regiscracion number issued for che screec rod, and Che places shall be valid upon yearly renewal as long as che vehicle is in exis­tence. The places will be issued for che appLicanc's use only for che particular vehicle, and in che evenc of a transfer of cicle, Che transferor muse surrender che plates for che transfer.(4) In addition co che annual operacing fees prescribed in chis chapter, a one (I) time fee for che places shall be ten dollars ($10.00).(5) Applicants shall, along wich Che application for annual reg­iscracion, provide satisfactory proof chac che screec rad and ics owner are regiscered in che Uniced Screec Rods of Idaho, and satisfac­tory proof of passage of a safecy inspeccion for Che vehicle and pos­session of a valid nacional screec rod association safecy inspeccion scieltcr co be applied in che lower righc-hand corner of che windshield of che vehicle upon which che special places are co be displayed. The inspeccion may be accomplished in accordance wich a safecy inspeccion form supplied by Che nacional screee rod association, by designated national screec rod association inspectors.(6) The deparcmenc has che power co revoke any regiscracion issued under chis seccion for cause shown for failure of che applicanc Co comply wich che provisions of chis seccion.

' I



Subchapter K - STREET R O D S , SPECIALLY
C O N S T R U C T E D  A N D  RECONSTRUCTED  
VEHICLES

175.201. Application of subchapter.

The equipm ent standards set forth in this subchapter  
shall apply to all street rods, specially constructed  
vehicles, and reconstructed \ chicles being driven on 
highways.

175.202. Conditions.

All parts of vehicle must co m p ly  with Subchapters E - H 
and ) in addition to this subchapter.

175.203. Braking systems.

(a) Condition  of braking systems. All braking systems 
and components shall be co m p atib le  and in safe operating  
condition as described in SS 175.80, 175.110, 175.130, 
175.160, 175.190, and 175.220 (relating to inspection  
procedure) and this subchapter.

(b) Service brakes. Service brakes shall act on all wheels  
upon application and shall be  capable of stopping vehicle  
in not more than m ax im u m  stopping distance prescribed  
in TABLE I. Every street rod, specially constructed vehicle, 
and reconstructed vehicle shall be eq uipped  with service 
brake system which is identical to originally manufactured  
brake system; except, if original system has been modified,  
or street rod has rear tires w id e r  than 9 inches, service 
brake system shall be of such design that rupture or failure  
of e ither front or rear b rake  system will not 'asull in 
com plete  loss of braking fun ctio n . Braking function may 
be obtained by hydraulic or o th e r  means through normal 
brake mechanism. In even t  of rupture or failure of 
actuating force c o m p o n e n t,  unaffected  brakes shall be 
capable of applying adequate  braking force to vehicle.

(c) Refuse trucks. V ehic les  reconstructed as refuse 
trucks and designed to be o pera ted  from  an uncon­
ventional location - usually the  right side of veh ic le -sha ll  
be equipped  with a system that prevents m ovem ent of the 
vehicle w hen  operator is not at controls. This system shall 
engage brakes and lock transmission in neutral. This 
system need be operative  o n ly  w hen  vehicle is being  
operated from the u nco n ven tion a l location.

175.204. Tires.

(a) C on d it io n  of tires. All tires shall be in safe operating  
condition  as described in Subchapters E - H and J and this 
subchapter.

(b) Tire w idth . Front tires on street rod shall have 
m in im u m  width of 5 inches. If rear tires on street rod are 
w ider than 9 inches, the veh ic le  shall be equipped with  
dual service brake system, see S 175.203 (b) (relating to 
braking systems).

175.205. Lighting and e lectrical systems.

Vehicles specified u n d e r  tnis subchapter shall have 
hazard warning lamps, if so originally  equipped which, 
u nd er normal atm ospheric  conditions , shall be capable of 
being seen and distinguished during  night tim eoperation  
at distance of 500 feet. S e e 7 5 P a .C ,S .S  4303(b), (c), and (d)

(relating to general lighting requirements).

175.206. Glazing.

(a) C on d it io n  of windshield. Every windshield  shall be 
in safe operating  condition  as described in S5 175.80. 
175.110,175.130,175,160,175.190. and 175.220 (relating to 
inspection procedure) and this subchapter.

(b) Requ irem ents . Glazing shall m eet fo llowing re­
quirem ents:

(1) W indshields shall be no less than 7 inches in 
vertical he ight on street rods and 12 inches vertical height 
on reconstructed vehicles and specially constructed 
vehicles.

(2) W ind sh ie ld  and side w indow s or openings shall 
allow driver m in im u m  outw ard  horizontal vision capa­
bility o f 90 degrees from each side of vertical plane  
passing th rough  fore and aft centerl ine  of vehicle. This 
range of vision may be interrupted  by w in d o w  framing 
not exceed ing  2 inches in w idth and windshield  door post 
support areas not exceeding 4 inches in w idth .

(c) Obstructions forward of the w indshield . Vehicles 
specified un d er this subchapter shall have no obstruction  
forw ard  of windshield  which extends qtore than 2 inches 
upw ard  into horizontally projected vision area of w ind­
shield with  exception of windshield w iper  components.

175.207. Mirrors.

(a) C on d it io n  of mirrors. All mirrors shall be in safe 
operating  cond ition  as described in inspection procedure  
of SS 175.80,175.110,175.130,175.160,175.190, and 175.220 
(relating to inspection procedure) and this subchapter.

(b) M irro rs . Any specially constructed or reconstructed  
vehicle designed to be operated from unconventional  
location - usually right side - shall have sufficient mirrors 
for opera to r  to v iew front and both sides and rear of 
vehicle for distance not less than 200 feet from any 
operator location.

175.208. Body.

(a) C on d it io n  of body. All items on body shall be in safe 
operating  cond ition  as described in SS 175.80, 175.110, 
175.130,175.160,175.190, and 175.220 (relating to inspec­
tion procedure) and this subchapter.

(b) Fenders. Vehicles specified under this subchapter 
shall have fenders on all wheels which cover entire tread 
w id th  o f tire that comes in contact w ith  road surface. Tire  
tread c ircum ference  coverage shall be from  at least 15 
degrees fron t to at least 75 degrees rear of vertical 
centerl ine  at each w heel, measured from center of wheel 
rotation.

(c) H oo d  - street rods only. Street rod is required to 
have hood which shall cover top of entire engine 
c o m partm ent. Street rod engine com partm ent sides may 
remain open .

(d) Doors. A door shall be installed for any location 
from  which a refuse truck is to be operated. If the vehicle


