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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPRESENTATIVE FRAN ULMER
M E M O R A N D U M  February 28 1992

TO: A l l  M e m b e r s
H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

FROM: Rep. .^rfef?/fl3Tmer

RE: C S H B  385 (Labor and Commerce) - V i d e o  D i s p l a y  T e r m i n a l s

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  is s c h e d u l e  for c o n s i d e r a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  C o n s e n t  
A g e n d a  f o r  Monday, M a r c h  2, 1992.

H B  385 h a s  a " r e v e n u e  n e u t ra l"  28.5 f i s c a l  n o t e  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h e  funds w i l l  b e  g e n e r a t e d  t h r o u g h  i n t e r a g e n c y  
r e c e i p t s  t o  b e  s h a r e d  a m o n g  a ll 15 s t a t e  ag e ncies. B o t h  p r e v i o u s  
c o m m i t t e e s  o f  r e f e r r a l  h a v e  u n a n i m o u s l y  s u p p o r t e d  p a s s a g e  o f  H B  
385.

H B  385 w a s  c r e a t e d  in r e s p o n s e  to a g r o w i n g  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m  a m o n g  
s t a t e  w o r k e r s  w h o  s p e n d  l o n g  h o u r s  in f r o n t  o f  t h e i r  V i d e o  D i s p l a y  
T e r m i n a l s  ( V D T s ) . V D T  w o r k p l a c e  i n j u r i e s  i n c l u d e  eye strain, 
wrist, b a c k  and  n e c k  injuries, and a h o s t  o f  a i l m e n t s  d u b b e d  
" r e p e t i t i v e  s t r a i n  i n j u r ie s"  o r  RSI.

H B  385 s e e k s  to r e m e d y  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  s t a t e  w o r k e r s  by:

* R e q u i r i n g  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of s u p e r v i s o r y  s t a f f  a b o u t  t h e  c a us es
a nd r e m e d i e s  of V D T  r e l a t e d  injuries.

* R e q u i r i n g  t h e  p o s t i n g  of n o t i c e s  in t h e  w o r k p l a c e  t o  a dv is e
s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  a b o u t  t h e  s a f e  u s e  of V i d e o  D i s p l a y  Termina ls .

* R e q u i r i n g  t h a t  f ut u re  p u r c h a s e s  a n d  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of o f f i c e
f u r n i t u r e  and e q u i p m e n t  m e e t  e n g i n e e r i n g  s t a n d a r d s  to r e d u c e  
t h e  h e a l t h  r is ks  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  VDTs.

* R e q u i r i n g  t he D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  r e p o r t  to th e
l e g i s l a t u r e  on t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a f t e r  
t h e  f i r s t  and s e c o n d  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  bill.

B y  a c t i n g  n o w  to a n s w e r  t h e  h e a l t h  c o n c e r n s  o f  s t a t e  w or ke r s ,  w e  
w i l l  a l s o  b e  s a v i n g  t h e  s ta te  m o n e y  b y  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  c a u s e s  of 
a g r o w i n g  n u m b e r  of h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  claims.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  p r o m p t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

Stale CapitOl (907) 465-4947
Juneau, a k  99801-H82 „  Fax 4(55-2108

v J



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPRESENTATIVE FRAN ULMER

M E M O R A N D U M February 21, 1992

TO: Rep. Mike; Navarre, C ha i r  
House/ F i n a h c e  Commit/tee

RE:

FROM: Rep. F ^ a n

H B  385 - w i d e o  D i sp la y T e r m i n al s

c
I a m  r e q u e s t i n g  a h e a r i n g  on thi s l e g i s l a t i o n  at y o u r  e a r l ie st  
c o nv en ie n ce .

H B  3 85 h a s  a fiscal no t e of 28.5 f r o m  the  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  for t h e  first y e a r  of i mp le m entation. T h e s e  funds 
w i l l  b e  g e n e r a t e d  t h r o u g h  i n te ra g e n c y  r e c e i p t s  s h a r e d  w i t h  all 
s t a t e  agencies. T h e  cost for fo ll ow i ng  y e a r s  is e s t i m a t e d  at 6.0, 
also t h r o u g h  i n t e r a g e n c y  receipts.

H B  385 w a s  c r e a t e d  in r e s p o n s e  to a g r o w i n g  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m  among 
s ta te  w o r k e r s  w h o  s p e n d  long h o u r s  in front of t h e i r  V i d e o  D i s p la y 
T e r m i n a l s  ( V D T s ) . V D T  w o r k p l a c e  in juries i n c lu de  eye strain, 
s t re ss  a n d  m u s c u l o s k e l e t a l  d i s o r de r s (wrist, b a c k  and neck 
injuries) i n c l u d i n g  h o s t  of ailm en ts  d u b b e d  " r e p e t i t i v e  st rain 
i nj ur ie s"  o r  RSI.

A c c o r d i n g  to t h e  F e d er a l B u r e a u  of L a b o r  Statistics, dis o rd er s 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  r e p e t i t i v e  s t r a i n  in juries n o w  r a n k  a m o n g  the 
h i g h e s t  r e p o r t e d  w o r k p l a c e  in juries (more t h a n  52%). F o r  instance, 
in r e c e n t  y e a r s  the cases of carpal t u nn e l s y n d r o m e  (swelling of 
t e n d o n s  in t h e  wrist) h a v e  i n c r ea se d m o r e  r a p i d l y  t h e n  any  other 
job r e l a t e d  illness. I n s u r a n c e  i n d u st ry  sour ce s b e l i e v e  that 
k e y b o a r d  o p e r a t o r s  a r e  one of t he h i g h e s t  a t - r i s k  groups.

In m a n y  cases, t he r e m e d y  for t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  a l r e a d y  e x is ts  in 
the w o r k p l a c e .  E d u c a t i n g  w o r k e r s  on the p r o p e r  p o s i t i o n i n g  of VDT 
mo ni to rs , k e y b o a r d s  and chairs can go a lo ng  w a y  t o  a ll ev i a t i n g  
this p r oblem. However, p h a s i n g  out or r e m o d e l i n g  "unhealthy" w o r k  
s t a t i o n  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  and  fu rn it u re  is a ls o  essential.

Slate Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

(907) 485-4947 
Fax 465-2108
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F e b r u a r y  21, 1992 
H B  335 
P a g e  T w o

H B  385 s e ek s t o  r e m e d y  this s i t u a t i o n  f o r  s t a t e  w o r k e r s  by:

* R e q u i r i n g  the t r a i n i n g  of s u p e r v i s o r y  s t a f f  a b o u t  t h e  causes
a n d  r e m e d i e s  of V D T  r e l a t e d  hazards.

* R e q u i r i n g  t h e  p o s t i n g  of n o t i c e s  in t h e  w o r k p l a c e  to a dv is e
s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  a bo ut  t h e  h a z a r d s  and s a f e  u s e  of V i d e o  
D i s p l a y  Terminals.

* R e q u i r i n g  t h a t  f ut ur e p u r c h a s e s  o f  o f f i c e  f u r n i t u r e  and
e q u i p m e n t  m e e t  e n g i n e e r i n g  s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  r e d u c e  th e h e a l t h  
r i s k s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  VDTs.

* R e q u i r i n g  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to r e p o r t  t o  the
l e g i s l a t u r e  on t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t he r e q u i r e m e n t s  after 
t h e  f i r s t  a nd s e c o n d  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e  of t h e  bill.

T h i n k  of H B  385 as a d o s e  of p r e v e n t a t i v e  me d icine. By m o v i n g  n ow 
t o  a n s w e r  t h e  h e a l t h  c o n c e r n s  of s t at e wo rkers, w e  w i l l  als o be 
s a v i n g  t h e  s t a t e  m o n e y  b y  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  c a u s e s  of a g r o w i n g  
n u m b e r  of h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  claims.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  p r o m p t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  this legislation.



A l a s k a  H e a l t h  P r o j e c t
Information and advocacy on occupational and environmental health.
1818 W. Northern Lights Blvd.. Suite 103; Anchorage, Alaska 2~ <17 

(907) 276-2864 In State 800-478-2664 Fax 907-279-3089 Modem 907-279-3128

J a n u a r y  23, 1992

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Ulmer  
State C a p i t o l  
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Ulmer:

T h e  A l a s k a  H e a l t h  P r o j e c t  has for t h e  pas t  twelve y e a r s  
a d v o c a t e d  f o r  improved s a f et y and h e a l t h  at the wo rk  place. We 
ar e in s u p p o r t  of KB 385 on V i de o D i s p l a y  Terminals. T h e  u s e  of 
the k e y b o a r d  and computer h a v e  b e c o m e  t h e  b a s i c  tools for m u c h  of 
the S t a t e ' s  w o r k  force. It is v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  that any t o o l  be 
u se d w i s e l y  a n d  w i t h  pr ec au t i o n s  to p r e v e n t  injury.

T h e  v i d e o  d i s pl ay  t erminal ha s m a n y  a s s o c i a t e d  h e a l t h  
p r o b l e m s  i n c l u d i n g  the p o s i t i o n  of the u s e r s  hands, arms, back, 
legs, a n d  n e c k  a n d  head. W o r k i n g  for m a n y  ho ur s wi th  l i m i t e d  
breaks i n  p h y s i c a l  posture c r e at es  s t r a i n  o n  m a n y  body pa rts. A n  
e r g o n o m i c  r e v i e w  of any p r oc es s that is r e p e t i t i v e  and r e q u i r e s  
the b o d y  t o  m a i n t a i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  show m u l t i p l e  
areas of stress.

T h e  i n c i d e n c e  of sp o nt a n e o u s  a b o r t i o n s  among users o f  V D T s  
w as f i r s t  t h o u y h L  lo be due to t h e  e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c  fields. U p o n  
f u r th er  r e s e a r c h  it was found that it w a s  d u e  to long p e r i o d s  of 
the b o d y  b e i n g  h e l d  in tension, in one pos it io n.  This w o r k i n g  
p o s i t i o n  s t r e s s  r e d u c e d  c i r c u l a t i o n  to t h e  a b d o me n and 
c o n t r i b u t e d  to t h e  miscarriages. It is n o w  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  any 
u s e r  of a k e y b o a r d  be a l l o we d a t e n  m i n u t e  a lt er n a t i v e  w o r k  
a c t i v i t y  f o r  eac h  fifty m i nu te s  of typing. This s t i m u l a t i o n  of 
the b o d y  r e d u c e s  stress and improves health.

W e  s u p p o r t  H B  385. We would like to s e e  it ex pa nd ed  in t w o  
a r w s .  F i r m I., we would like to see it d e a l  w i t h  tno e r g o n o m i c  
c o n c e r n s  of all State employees in o f f i c e  activities. T h i s  w o u l d  
include i n d i v i d u a l s  who are r e q u ir ed  to s t a n d  at coun te rs  or 
p h o t o c o p y  m a c h i n e s  for e x t e nd ed  periods, it s h ou ld  also d e a l  
w i t h  tl :se w h o  u s e  standard k e y b oa r ds  on t y p e w r i t e r s  or 
c a l c u l a t o r s  for long c o nt in uo us  periods.

Second, we w o u l d  like to see it d e a l  w i t h  the 
e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c  fields a ss oc i a t e d  wi th  e l e c t r o n i c  equipment.

recycled pjptr



This w o u l d  i n c l u d e  video display terminals, computers, copiers, 
blue lin e m a c h i n e s ,  laminators and other eq ui pment wh ic h g i v e  off 
e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c  radiation. It is important to kno w where t h e s e  
m a c h i n e s  a r e  located, the extent of their fields as they pa s s 
t h ro ug h w a l l s  and floors, and how f re qu e nt ly  employees are 
r e q u i r e d  t o  be w it h in  those fields. * It is true that the e x a c t  
impact of e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c  fields is c u r r e n t l y  u nder debate, . 
however, t h e  m o r e  recent investigations are finding that t h e r e  
does s e e m  t o  be an increase in cancer p r o m o t i o n  for those w h o  
r e g u l a r l y  w o r k  in electromagnetic fields.

W e  s u p p o r t  H3 385 and urge that it m o v e  forward. If 
p o s s i b l e  w e  w o u l d  a ppreciate inclusion of t h e  above c oncerns to 
b r o a d e n  t h e  bill. T h a n k  you.

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  U l m e r

P a g e  2

Sincerely

Carl M. Hild, M.S.. Sci.Mgnr. 
Executive D i r ec to r
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Revision Date:_______________
Tide: Relating to video display terminals.
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1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS: (continued)

BILL NO.^ H B  385/s t h ) 
X ' / 8 - S 2 .

This bill requires the Department of Administration to train employees designated by all agencies on the hazards of video display terminals and the 
measures that may be taken to avoid or lessen those hazards. We estimate that 500 employees will need to be trained initially. For this initial training, 
it is cost effective to take the training to the various locations. First year costs are lor the development of the training, preparation and printing of required 
notices, course negotiation and contracted instructor costs. Travel for delivering the training throughout the state is provided.

For the second and subsequent years, we anticipate offering the training twice annually, but only in Juneau, Anchorage and Fairbanks. Agencies will be 
expected to send their new designated employees to one of these courses.

Interagency receipts are shown as the funding source on the assumption that agencies will pay the costs. If that assumption is incorrect, the funding source 
will be general funds.

2/LEG92/2815a.kp/2
C O M M I T T E E  C O P Y

Page 2 of 2
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

BY THE SENATE LABOR AND COMMERCE COMMITTEE

Offered: 5/1/92
Referred: Finance

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES ULMER, B.Davis, Bruckman

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to video display terminals."

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

3 * Section 1. FINDINGS. The legislature finds that

4 (1) investigations conducted by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health

5 of video display terminal (VDT) operators resulted in recommendations for workstation design and other

6 measures to reduce musculoskeletal and vision complaints among VDT users;

7 (2) studies world-wide have demonstrated elevated musculoskeletal discomforts and other

8 disorders in VDT operators as compared with non-VDT workers; research has shown that inadequate

9 workstation adjustment and lack of operator knowledge of adjustments and other remedies are associated

10 with musculoskeletal discomforts and other complaints; the consensus of the National Institute, the World

11 Health Organization, and the American National Standards Institute is that adjustable VDT workstations

12 in combination with training on proper adjustment of the workstation substantially contribute to a

13 healthier environment for VDT operators;

14 (3) reduction of the health and safety risks through education of state workers and

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 385 (L&C)

H B 0 3 8 5 e -1- S C S  C S H B  3 8 5 Q L & C )

New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



1 modification or replacement of the VDT workstation and associated equipment will help prevent VDT

2 related injuries, thus reducing health insurance and workers’ compensation costs to the state.

3 * Sec. 2. AS 39.90 is amended by adding a new section to read:

4 Sec. 39.90.160. VIDEO DISPLAY TERMINAL USE. (a) A state agency shall attempt

5 to provide for proper use of video display terminals. The head of a state agency shall appoint,

6 for each qualified worksite of the agency, a person responsible for providing information to other

7 employees on the physical risks associated with improper use of video display terminals and on

8 their proper use. The Department of Administration shall provide training to the appointee in

9 the ergonomically proper use of video display terminals and the measures and work habits that

10 may avoid or lessen physical risks associated with improper video display terminal use. If there

11 are more than 75 terminals in close proximity within the same agency, the agency shall designate

12 at least one qualified worksite for each 75 video display terminals. The Department of

13 Administration shall collect information on the effective use of video display terminals and

14 related workstation furniture from federal agencies and other sources, including the American

15 National Standards Institute, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, and the National

16 Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, and shall make the information available to state

17 agencies.

18 (b) The Department of Administration shall prepare notices to advise state employees

19 using video display terminals about the ergonomically proper use of the terminals. The

20 department shall mail the notices to the persons appointed under (a) of this section. Those

21 persons shall post the notices at the qualified worksite for which they are responsible and shall

22 add information on how employees who desire more information may reach them.

23 (c) The Department of Administration shall prepare and make available to state agencies

24 notices advising state employees using video display terminals at a worksite that is not part of

25 a qualified worksite about the ergonomically proper use of video display terminals. Each state

26 agency shall provide a copy of the notice to those employees who use a video display terminal

27 at a location that is not part of a qualified worksite together with a statement advising the

28 employees of the name and how to contact the nearest available person trained in proper use of

29 video display terminals under (a) of this section.

30 (d) With respect to office equipment related to video display terminal workstations at

31 which video display equipment will be used by an employee for repetitive keyboard activity,

SCS CSHB 385(L&C) -2-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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1 including data entry, data inquiry, or text processing, for more than four hours per day, a state

2 agency shall, before purchasing, leasing, or installing the equipment, review and consider whether

3 the equipment is capable of being used in an ergonomically proper manner, using as a guideline
i

4 the American National Standard for Human Factors for Engineering of Visual Display Terminal

5 Workstations, ANSI/HFS Standard No. 100-1988, or a subsequent revision of that standard.

6 (e) This section does not

7 (1) create a cause of action by any person against the state or an agency of the

8 state, whether at law or otherwise;

9 (2) establisii a standard of care;

10 (3) amend or alter administrative remedies of employees; or

11 (4) amend or alter collective bargaining agreements entered into by the state or an

12 agency of the state.

13 (f) In this section,

14 (1) "agency" or "state agency" includes the executive, legislative, and judicial

15 branches of state government, the University of Alaska, and the Alaska Railroad Corporation;

16 (2) "qualified worksite" means a unit or cluster of at least four video display

17 terminals in regular use that are housed together or in close proximity within the same agency;

18 (3) "terminal" or "video display terminal" means an electronic video screen data

19 presentation machine, commonly called a video display terminal, and includes cathode-ray tubes;

20 "terminal" does not include a television, cash register, or oscilloscope screen.

21 * Sec. 3. INITIAL TRAINING AND POSTING OF NOTICES. The Department of Administration

22 shall comply promptly with the requirements for preparation of notices and provision of training so that,

23 within one year after the effective date of this Act, state agencies will have been able to comply with

24 the requirements for posting notices and training current employees set out in AS 39.90.160, enacted by

25 sec. 2 of this Act.

HB0385e -3- SCS CSHB 385(L&C)
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Title: "An Act relating to video display
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Sponsor: Representatives Ulmer, B. Davis
Requestor: House State Affairs___________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

(H )  Publ i sh D a t e : 2 / 1 8 / 9 2
Department Affected: Labor_________________
BRU: Workers' Compensation & Admin. Svcs.
Component: Workers' Compensation

& Labor Market Information
COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 344 & 336

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
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GRANTS,CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL
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FUNDING: (Thousands of Dol ars)
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POSITIONS:
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TEMPORARY
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Changes in j c t c s m a t 4 ? )
have. no fiscal impact. This 
fiscal note is appropriate.

‘date Comte Aide (initial).

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill requires a report to be prepared by the Department of Labor concerning video display terminal 
injuries. The department can report to the legislature on injuries identified on the Initial Report of 
Occupational Injury Form completed by both the employee and employer and collected by the Workers' 
Compensation Division. There would be no additional fiscal impact to the department.
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Title: Relating to video display terminals

Sponsor Ulmer

BRU: Administration & Support

Requestor Senate State Affairs Committee

Component: Administrative Services 

C om ponent Serial No.

0 1 2 5

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL 5.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

SUPPLIES 1.0 ,

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 6.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

CAPITAL

REVENUE FUND SOURCE

GENERAL FUND 6.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER FUND SOURCE

TOTAL 6.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

POSmONS:

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME

TEMPORARY
umate ot current year impact:

Changes in Scjcs )
reflect NO FISCA L CHANGE from the original 
fi^aU jte. This |^aUiote^appropriate.

date Comte Aide (initial)

ANALYSIS:The Department of Revenue would require 9 designated worksite representatives. This fiscal 
includes training, printing and notice distribution expenses. It does not include any eqiripment 
repairs, upgrades or replacement.
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Revision Date: _______________________________  Department A ffected: Department or corrections

Tide: "An Act ‘relating to video________  BRU:  Statewide Operations

I No. J3

display terminals."

Sponsor: Rep. Ulmer______________

Requestor: Senate State Affairs

BRU: ___
Component: Various

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S :  (Thousands of DoJUrs)

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL 6 .7 6 .7 6 .7 6 .7 6 .7 6 .7
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SUPPLIES
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LAND & STRUCTURES
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FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER
FUND SOURCE:

TOTAL 7 .5 6 .9 6 .9 6 .9 6 .9 6 .9

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME

TEMPORARY •

Estimate o f curren t year impact:_

ANALYS IS : (A ttach a separata paga if necessary.)

Please see attached fiscal analysis.
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reflect NO FISCAL CHANGE from the original 
fiscal note. This fiscal note js  appropriate.Wiohy TMaAj

hate Comte Aide (initial)
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Date: ,
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BILL: CSHB 385 (L&C) " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to v i d e o  d i sp la y
t e r m i n a l s . "

T h e  b i l l  w o u l ^  require each s tate a g e n c y  to a p p o i nt  a p e r so n 
r e s p o n s i b l e  for pr ov id in g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on the risks and prope r u s e  
of v i d e o  d i s p l a y  terminals (VDTs) at e a c h  "qualified w o r k  site." 
A  q u a l i f i e d  w o r k  site me an s a c l u s t e r  of at least four VDTs.
T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w o u l d  be r e q u i r e d  to train t he 
a p p o i n t e e s  in t h e  prop er  u s e  of V D T s  to a vo id  or lessen risks 
i n v o l v e d  w i t h  improper use. T he D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  has 
s u b m i t t e d  a fiscal note b a s e d  on t he a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  th is  trai ni ng  
w o u l d  b e  p a i d  for by the s ta t e a g e n c i e s  r e c e i v i n g  training.

NOTE: T h e  De pa rt m e n t  will r e q u e s t  t h a t  t r a i n i n g  be p r o vi de d  in
w r i t i n g  or on v i de o t a p e  in order t o  r e d u c e  t r av el  costs to zero; 
h o w ev er , b a s e d  on assum pt io ns  in the D e p a r t m e n t  of Ad mi n i s t r a t i o n ' s  
f i s c a l  note, the following costs are e s t i m a t e d  for training:

T r a v e l  Costs: T h e  D ep ar t m e n t  w o u l d  s e n d  the f o l l o w i n g  numbers of
a p p o i n t e e s  to y ea rl y t r a i n i n g  in e i t h e r  Anchorage, Fairbanks, or 
Juneau. It is assum ed  that curre n t a i r f a r e s  wi l l r e m a i n  constant, 
a n d  t h a t  ea c h t r a in in g session w i l l  r e q u i r e  one o v e r n i g h t  and full
d a y  of p e r  diem.

# of
L o c a t i o n  w or ksites t r a n s o o r t a t i o n ner d i em Total

A n c h o r a g e 6 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0
P a l m e r 3 0 . 0 0 108.00 108.00
K e n a i 3 282.60 108.00 390.60
S e w a r d 1 76.2 0 36. 00 112 . 2 0
K o d i a k 1 276.00 95.00 371.00
D i l l i n g h a m 1 446.00 95.00 541.00
F a i r b a n k s 2 0 . 00 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0
N o m e 2 1228.00 190.00 1418.00
B e t h e l 2 1388.00 190.00 1578.00
K o t z e b u e 1 614.00 95.00 709.00
B a r r o w 1 470.00 95.00 565.00
J u n e a u 3 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0
K e t c h i k a n 2 496.00 190.00 686 . 0 0
S i t k a 1 174.00 95.00 269.00

T O T A L  COSTS
'

S 6,747.80

C o n t r a c t u a l  Costs: The De pa rt m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  fiscal not e
a s s u m e s  t h a t  contractual costs for p r e p a r i n g  and pr es e n t i n g  the 
t r a i n i n g  w i l l  be pa i d by t he r e c e i v i n g  agencies. It is assumed 
t h a t  t h e  c o nt ra ct u al  costs i d e n t i f i e d  e a c h  y e a r  in that fiscal note 
w i l l  be d i v i d e d  among the a g e n c i e s  r e c e i v i n g  training, or 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  25 agencies, t o  est i ma te  t h e  c o s t  to this Department.

(page 2 of 2 )



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
h o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n  U l m e r

M E M O R A N D U M A p r i l  30, 1992

TO: S e n a t o i  <Fat Purchot, C o - C h a i r  
Senate* F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

FROM:

RE: S C S H B  385 n L i C )  a m  - V i d e o  D i s p l a y  T e r m i n a l s

I am r e q u e s t i n g  a h e a r i n g  on this l e g i s l a t i o n  at y o u r  e a r l i e s t  
convenience.

H B  385 was  c r e a t e d  in r e s p o n s e  to a g r o w i n g  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m  a m o n g  
s ta te  w o r k e r s  w h o  s p e n d  l o n g  h o u r s  in front of t h e i r  V i d e o  D i s p l a y  
T e r m i n a l s  ( V D T s ) . V D T  w o r k p l a c e  in ju ri e s i n c l u d e  e ye strain, 
st ress a nd m u s c u l o s k e l e t a l  d i s o r d e r s  (wrist, b a c k  a n d  n e c k  
injuries) i n c l u d i n g  h o s t  of a i l m en t s d u b b e d  " r e p e t i t i v e  s t ra i n 
i nj uries" o r  RSI.

A c c o r d i n g  to t h e  F e d e r a l  B u r e a u  of La bo r S ta tistics, d i s o r d e r s  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  r e p e t i t i v e  s t r a i n  i n j ur i es  n o w  r a n k  a m o n g  the 
h i g h e s t  r e p o r t e d  w o r k p l a c e  inj u ri es  in t he U.S. (more t h a n  52%). 
F o r  instance, in r e c e n t  y e a r s  the c a s e s  of c a r p a l  t u n n e l  s y n dr om e 
(swelling of t e n d o n s  in t h e  wrist) h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  m o r e  r a p i d l y  t h e n 
a ny o t h e r  job r e l a t e d  illness. I n s u r a n c e  i n d u s t r y  s o u r c e s  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  k e y b o a r d  o p e r a t o r s  a r e  one  of t h e  h i g h e s t  a t - r i s k  groups.

In m a n y  cases, t h e  r e m e d y  for t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  a l r e a d y  e x i s t s  in 
t h e  workpl ac e.  E d u c a t i n g  w o r k e r s  on t h e  p r o p e r  p o s i t i o n i n g  of V D T  
m on itors, k e y b o a r d s  and c h a i r s  c a n  g o  a l o n g  w a y  t o  a l l e v i a t i n g  
t hi s problem. However, p h a s i n g  out or r e m o d e l i n g  " un he a l t h y "  w o r k  
s t a t i o n  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  a n d  f u r n it u re  is al so  essential.

C S H B  385 (L&C) seeks to r e m e d y  this s i t u a t i o n  for s t a t e  w o r k e r s  by:

* R e q u i r i n g  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of s u p e r v i s o r y  s t a f f  a b o u t  t he causes, 
r e m e d i e s  a nd p r e v e n t i o n  of V D T  r e l a t e d  injuries.

* R e q u i r i n g  t he p o s t i n g  of n o ti ce s in t he w o r k p l a c e  t o  a d v i s e  
s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  a b o u t  t h e  safe u s e  of V i d e o  D i s p l a y  Terminals.

Stale Capitol 
Juneau. AK 99801-1182

©

(907) 465-4947 
Fax 465-2108
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* R e q u i r i n g  t h a t  f uture p u r c h a s e s  and i n s t a l l a t i o n  of o f f ic e 
f u r n i t u r e  a nd e q u i p m e n t  m e e t  s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  r e d u c e  t h e  h e a l t h  
ri sk s a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  VDTs.

T h i n k  of H B  385 as a d o s e  of p r e v e n t a t i v e  me d icine. B y  m o v i n g  n o w  
to a n s w e r  t h e  h e a l t h  c o n c e r n s  of state workers, w e  w i l l  also b e  
sa ving the s t a t e  m o n e y  b y  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  c a u s e s  of a g r o w i n g  
n u m b e r  of h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  claims.
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F i l i p i n o  C o m m u n i t y  I n c .
251 South Franklin Street • Juneau, Alaska 99801-1345 
Phone (907) 586*4118 . Executive Offices (907) 586-2116

TO: The House of Representatives 
Alaska State Legislature

DATE: March 11,1992

FROM: Lucille J. Santas TELEPHONE NO: 586-2116
Secretary & Legislative Chair
Filipino Community, Inc. SUBJECT: HB385

The Filipino Community, Inc. of Juneau urge the swift passage of HB 
385 which pertains to the proper use of VOTs (video display terminals). 
Our organization strongly believes that this would be a great preventive 
measure to the physical hazzards from the improper use of VDTs. It Is 
the lower range employees in the clerical and support services fields, 
primarily women, who can least afford to lose their Jobs and 111 afford 
the high medical bills which will be highly impacted by the lack of 
information about VOTs. This bill would also lower the rate of 
absenteism due to VDT related health problems.

Thank you for reading this message and your affirmative vote!



Andrew J. "Bear" Piekarald
BiuumeM M*nA{«x75*crasry TteASum

P O S I T I O N  ST AT EMENT

TO: M E M P E R S , A L A S K A  H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

FROM: A . J . "BEAR" P I E K A R S K I , B U S I N E S S  M A N A G E R / S E C Y 'T R E A S .

RE: HB 385

T H E  A L A S K A  S T A T E  D I S T R I C T  C O U N C I L  OF LAB O RE RS  S U P P O R T S  

T H E  P A S S A G E  OF HB 385. H A Z A R D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  T R A I N I N G  

F O R  V D T  U S E R S  B E N E F I T S  B O T H  E M P L O Y E R  A N D  EMPLOYEE, A N D  

W E  UR GE  Y O U  T O  S U P P O R T  T H E  B I L L  W H E N  IT COMES T O  A  F L O O R  

VOTE.

£JL  P S  kr
A . J . "BEAR" P I E K A R S K I  

B U S I N E S S  M A N A G E R / S E C Y - T R E A S .

ma
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January 27, 1992

Mr. Bamaby Dow 
State Capitol, Room 421 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Mr. Dow:

I understand Representative Fran Ulmer is requesting information regarding carpal tunnel 
syndrome and the use of video display terminals.

My first problem with carpal tunnel syndrome began about two years before I began working 
for the State of Alaska. At the time, I was employed as a nurse during the day and did medical 
transcription at home during the evening using an electric typewriter. During this time, I 
developed pain in my hands and wrists to the extent that at one point I had to wear custom- 
molded, fiberglass splints, sometimes on one and sometimes on both wrists. This continued 
until 1 stopped doing medical transcription at home.

f
In July 1988,1 began working for the state as a clerk typist, and within a few months I began 
to have problems with my wrists again. While shopping for office supplies one day, I noticed 
a "wrist rest" device and requested permission to buy one. My supervisor thought I was being 
silly to want to spend state money in such a manner, but finally allowed the purchase. 
Coworkers ridiculed me for using the wrist rest, and frequently I  returned to my desk to find 
the wrist rest on the floor. However, soon after beginning to use the wrist rest, my symptoms 
abated and I have had essentially no problems with caipal tunnel syndrome since.

In August 1990,1 began working for the Department of Fish anc Game, Division of Fisheries 
Rehabilitation, Enhancement and Development (FRED). Shortly thereafter, I obtained a wrist 
rest, received no ridicule for using it, and continue to be symptom-free.

Sincerely,

Q a m .
Jan. B. Smith



Martha Samaniego 
P.O. BOX 1393 
Kodiak Alaska 99615

March 19,1992

Representative Fran Ulmer 
Alaska State Legislative 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1 182

Dear Representative Fran Ulmer:

I am an eighth grader at the Kodiak Junior High. Please don't allow my age 
to take away some of the attention needed on what I have to say. I am 
w ritin g  in support to the House B ill 385 concerning VDT hazards.

I favor this b ill because I believe that adults and children who 
use video display terminals (such as computers) have the right to know 
the dangers in connection w ith  VDT's. I have noticed that children are 
beginning to use computers at younger and younger ages, they use them 
w ithout the parents knowing what dangers may come w ith  advancement. 
Many employees also apply fo r jobs and work w ith  computers. All these 

people, adults and children alike are in danger of becoming nearsighted and 
also putting th ie r eyes in risk of a ttracting other RSI’s. This issue 
deserves more attention then i t  all ready has. This b ill w ill not only help 
the people now, but w ill help people fo r a long time to come.

Thank you fo r taking the time to consider this opinion and I w ill 
be waiting to hear from you concerning the further progress of House B ill 
385.

Sincerely,

Martha Samaniego
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

LEGISLATIVE SESSION199:
Rovisfc: 
Title:

Spone ar: 
Requi istor:

FISCAL NOTE

B E L L  N O .  C S H B 3 8 7  ( . R E S )

-a Date: l-May-92______
Xccrcditlng Engineers"

Department Affected: Environmental Conservation

On-Lot/Sltc Assessment
Rep. Boyerw m  ’

BRU: EQ/SPAIL________
Componen Domestic Wastewater

Contaminated Sites
COMPG'TLNT SERIAL NO. 1 1 1 1 1

EXPENDnTJRES/REVENUES: (Thousands of D.oUars) 1 4 3 1
OPI RATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY96 FY 97 FY 98

PERi ONAL SERVICES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TRA’/EL 6.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.0
CONCRACTUAL 26.5 9.5 95 9.5 95 9.5
SUPifUES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
EQU PMENT 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
LAN 3&STRUCTURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
QRA 'ITS,CLAIMS 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
MTSCF1LANEOUS •0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOT, L  OPERATING 33. 95 9.3 95 9.5 14.5

CAPITAL

rEV
FUN

m jE  
P SOURCE:

FIRS|l)ING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GEN Er a l f u n d 0i0 0.0 0.0 0.0 OTo 0.0
Fed iRAL FUNDS 0.0 6.6r o.6 6.0 o.oi 0.0
OTP
FUN

Ek P/R 
D SOURCE: 33.0 9.5 95 9.5 9.5 14.5

Tt5TVL 33. 9 1 95 95 14.5

pos:HONS:
IFDEL-TTME 0.0 • 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
|PARjr-TlME • •

1PORARY

Estii rate of current year impact: None
A SALMIS: (Attach a separate page If necessary.)

The Department will charge an exam fee for the certifications provided under this legislation.

Pi spared by: Janice Adair
Division: Commissioner's Office

iproved by Commissioner; 
Agoncy: Environmental1 Consp^tion ~

Phone: 465-5010
Date: 5/1/92

Date: 5/1/92

Dist ibution (by preparer):Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, O M B ,  &  Impacted Agency(ies),
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 387 (RESOURCES)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

B Y  T H E  H O U S E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

O f f e r e d :
R e f e r r e d :

S p o n s o r s ) :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  B O Y E R

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to accrediting engineers for inspections of wastewater systems for single-
»

2 family homes and duplexes; and relating to the accreditation of engineers and

3 environmental consultants for the assessment and cleanup of sites contaminated with

4 hazardous substances."

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

6 * Section 1. LEGISLATIVE INTENT, (a) It is the intent of the legislature that the accreditation

7 program established by the Department of Environmental Conservation for inspection of certain

8 wastewater systems will provide engineers with the information needed to knowledgeably review existing

9 domestic wa: tewater systems, plans to modify existing systems, and plans to construct or install new

10 systems for compliance with standards established by regulation for domestic wastewater systems for

11 single-family homes and duplexes.

2 (b) It is the intent of the legislature that the accreditation program established by the Department

13 of Environmental Conservation for the assessment and cleanup of sites contaminated with hazardous

14 substances will provide engineers and environmental consultants with the information needed to

-1- C S H B  387(RES)
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1 knowledgeably perform assessments and cleanups of contaminated sites in accordance with departmenta

2 regulations.

3 * Sec. 2. AS 46.03 is amended by adding new sections to article 3 to read:

4 Sec. 46.03.125. ACCREDITATION FOR WASTEWATER SYSTEMS, (a) The

5 department shall develop criteria for the accreditation of engineers to inspect existing domestic

6 wastewater systems, to review plans for construction or modification of domestic wastewater

7 systems, and to conduct as-built inspections of new or modified systems to ensure that the system

8 meets standards established by law and by regulations adopted by the department. The

9 accreditation shall apply to single-family homes and to duplexes.

10 (b) The department shall grant accreditation to engineers registered under AS 08.48.211

11 who satisfactorily complete the accreditation program under (a) of this section. The department

12 may charge an appropriate fee for evaluating an application for accreditation.

13 (c) After notice and a hearing, the department may revoke an accreditation issued under

14 this section for cause.

15 (d) The department may develop a training program for engineers to enable them to meet

16 the accreditation standards of this section. The department shall confer with the Department of

17 Labor and the state Board of Registration for Architects, Engineers, and Land Surveyors in

18 developing the training program. The department may charge an appropriate fee for participation

19 in the training program.

20 (e) The department shall adopt regulations to implement this section.

21 (f) This section does not restrict or prohibit the department from delegating its

22 responsibilities under this section.

23 Sec. 46.03.127. ACCREDITATION FOR ASSESSMENT AND CLEANUP OF

24 CONTAMINATED SITES, (a) The department shall develop a program for the accreditation

25 of engineers and qualified environmental consultants to perform assessment and cleanup of sites

26 contaminated with hazardous substances to ensure that assessment and cleanup meet standards

27 adopted by the department by regulation.

28 (b) The department shall grant accreditation to engineers registered under AS 08.48.211

29 and to qualified environmental consultants who satisfactorily complete the accreditation program

30 under (a) of this section. The department may charge an appropriate fee for evaluating an

31 application for accreditation.

C S H B  3 8 7 (RES) -2-
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(c) After notice and a hearing, the department may revoke an accreditation issued under 

this section for cause.

(d) The department may develop a training program for engineers and qualified 

environmental consultants to enable them to meet the accreditation standards of this section. The
l

department shall confer with the Department of Labor and the state Board of Registration for 

Architects, Engineers, and Land Surveyors in developing the training program. The department 

may charge an appropriate fee for participation in the training program.

(e) The department shall adopt regulations to implement this section.

(f) This section does not restrict or prohibit the department from delegating its 

responsibilities under this section.

(g) In this section,

(1) "hazardous substance" has the meaning given in AS 46.03.826;

(2) "qualified" means a person who meets requirements established by regulations 

adopted by the department for performing the assessment and cleanup of sites contaminated with 

hazardous substances.

t

-3-
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Department of Environmental Conservation

POSITION PAPER
BILL NO: CSHB 387 (Res) APPROVED:^

TITLE: Accrediting Engineers DATE: 4--

The Department of Environmental Conservation supports CSHB 387 (Res).

CSHB 387 (Res) would allow the Department of Environmental Conservation to certify that 
professional registered engineers were knowledgeable about the Department’s wastewater 
regulations for the purposes of providing lending institutions with the assurance they need that 
an on-lot sewer system meets the design criteria established in those regulations.

The Department’s current regulations require an engineering report for on-lot systems for 
triplexes and larger buildings. Single family homes and duplexes are not required to have such 
an engineering report. However, lending institutions have asked that the Department, as the 
state’s health authority, certify that an engineering report prepared for any size structure meets 
the Department's regulatory requirements.

To meet the lending industry’s concern, the Department conducted a familiarization seminar to 
provide private sector registered engineers with information on the subject regulations. 
However, it was learned that the secondary market, where many banks sell their mortgages, 
require a sign-off by the local health authority. In Alaska, that would be DEC. CSHB 387 (Res) 
would allow DEC to provide an accreditation to private registered engineers that would also 
meet the requirement of the secondary financial market. For this reason, the Department 
supports this provision.

The Resources Committee Substitute would also establish a similar program for registered 
engineers and qualified environmental consultants for assessment and cleanup of sites 
contaminated with hazardous substances. Generally, the substance will be a petroleum based 
product, such as would be found at an underground storage tank site.

There are a number of contaminated sites in Alaska. However, many of these sites are low 
risk as to public health and welfare. The Department would be able to develop a program to 
certify registered engineers and environmental consultants are familiar with the Department’s 
regulations on hazardous substance assessment and cleanup. The Department believes such 
a program will significantly increase the number of contaminated site cleanups around the 
State. The Department strongly supports this provision.



REPRESENTATIVE
MARK BOYER

^ [ a s k a .  §& lalz ' j U j c g t s l a t u r e
FAIRBANKS

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

SUITE 205 
119 NORTH CUSHMAN STREET 

FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701-2879 
(907) 456-6473

STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1182 

(907) 465-3466

JUNEAU

JHousc o f ̂ Ilcp rcscn ta ti& cs

To: Rep. M ike N avarre, Co- C hair 
H ouse R esource; Lfctee

F ro m : R ep. M ark Boye

D ate: A pril 28, 1992

S u b jec t: R equest to hear HB 387

I am  requesting  that HB 387, An A ct re la ting  to accred iting  
eng ineers  fo r in spec tions of w aste w ater system s fo r s in g le -fam ily  
h om es and  d u p le x e s" , b e  w a iv e d  fr o m  th e  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e  
o r  p la c e d  o n  th e  c o n s e n t  a g e n d a  fo r  M o n d a y , M a y  4 .

T he S tate D epartm en t o f E nvironm ental C onservation  has 
term inated  the certifica tion  of w ells and septic system s fo r  one and 
tw o fam ily  dw ellings as o f February , 1992. W hile the D epartm en t 
con tinues to  assert au thority  fo r larger units, it is cu rren tly  in  the 
p rocess o f  tra in ing  p ro fessional engineers and in s ta lle rs  to  com ple te  
the certifica tio n  procedures for one and tw o fam ily  units.

The D EC proposal to cease agency certification  could force ill
eq u ip ed  lend ing  in stitu tio n s  to certify  that the en v iro n m en ta l q uality  
s tandards fo r on-site  system s are m et. This could increase  th e  co s t o f  
o rig in a tin g  new  loans.

H CSHB 387(C & R A ) requires the DEC to develop crite ria  fo r 
accred itin g  eng ineers to in spec t dom estic w aste w a te r system s. T he 
b ill a lso  requ ires  the departm en t to g ran t accred ita tio n  to eng ineers  
w ho sa tis fa c to rily  com plete  the accred ita tion  p rog ram .

The bill has the support of the DEC, A laska M ortgage B ankers, 
and the A laska A ssociation of R ealtors. There is a $25 ,000 G F/PR
fiscal note. The bill should pass out o f the R esources C om m ittee
to m o rro w .

FAIRBANKS 20B



REPRESENTATIVE
MARK BOYER

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

hand  ca rry

live c

p o r ta e  o f BRepresertiaitfres 

Jan. 31, 1992

FAIRBANKS
1098 LAKEVIEW TERRACE 

FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701 
(907) 456-6473

JUNEAU
P.O. BOX V 

STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 

(907) 465-3466

T he H onorab le  John Sandor 
C o m m iss io n e r
D ep artm en t o f  E nv ironm en ta l C onservation

D ear C om m issioner Sandor:

I req u est tha t the D epartm ent o f  E n v iro n m en ta l C onservation  
postpone its p lans to d iscontinue on F ebruary  2 certifica tio n  o f on-lo t 
dom estic  w astew ate r system s fo r one and tw o fam ily  p ro p erties .

A s you know , I have introduced leg islation  to give the DEC 
sp ecific  au th o rity  to issue certifica tions o f these p roperties  for 
p roperty  ow ners w ho request them  (HB 387).

W e have requested  our legal s ta ff  to rev iew  the m em orandum  
o f understand ing  betw een the D epartm ent o f La^bfhnd the 
D epartm en t o f  E nvironm ental C onservation , g iv ing  the D EC p rim ary  
re sp o n s ib ility  fo r regu la ting  p riva te  sew age d isp o sa l system s,"  so 
long as such regulation  is no less stringen t than that se t fo rth  in AS 
18.60.705 and A ppendix  I o f the U niform  P lum bing  Code." I question  
w hether or no t the DEC can delegate th a t.a u th o r ity  aw ay to  the 
p r iv a te  sec to r.

T he p ruden t course o f action w ith regard  to this issue  w ould be 
to  w ait un til a determ ination  has been m ade on the departm en ts 
au th o rity  to  d isco n tin u e  the certifica tio n  p rocess .

I f  w e don 't c lear up the cloudy issue o f regu la to ry  
resp o n sib ility  and au thority  before DEC takes fu rther ac tion , the 
hom e m ortgage industry  could  be adversely  affec ted , by 
d isco n tin u in g  approval o f  new m ortgages, o r a t leas t g reatly  
leng then ing  the tim e it w ould take a p rospective  hom e buyer to 
secure a loan.

FAIRBANKS 20B



N either one o f us w ants to m ake hom e ow nership  any m ore 
d ifficu lt than it a lready is. By going forw ard w ith you r p lan to 
d isco n tin u e  o n -lo t certifica tio n s , w hile there are unansw ered  
questions, you w ill be doing a great d isserv ice to the hom e buyers 
and lenders o f A laska.

I look  forw ard  to hearing from  you soon.

S in ce re ly ,

M ark B oyer 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e

cc: R ep. Jerry  M ackie, Chair
H ouse C om m unity  and R egional A ffairs
S en a to r S teve F rank
S enate  C om m unity  and R egional A ffairs



D EPT . O F ENVIRONM ENTAL CONSERVATION
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER Phone: (907) 465-5000
410 WILLOUGHBY AVENUE, SUITE 105 Fax: (907) 465-5070
JUNEAU, AK 99801-1795

February 10, 1992

The Honorable Mark Boyer 
Alaska State House 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Boyer:

I have received your letter asking that DEC continue to provide certification of engineering 
plans for on-lot sewage disposal beyond our target cut off date of February 1. I apologize 
for not responding in writing prior to now; we have, however, been in close and nearly 
daily contact with your office on this issue.

As you know, we met with Kurt Parken of your staff, Wes Coyner representing the Alaska 
Bankers Association and Lucille Steitz representing the Alaska Mortgage Bankers 
Association on February 6. The result of that meeting was the following:

* DEC would provide to the bankers the list of engineers who attended the 
workshop on on-lot certification in Anchorage and Fairbanks last month with a cover letter 
stating that DEC felt these engineers were qualified and competent to perform the work;

* DEC would continue such workshops around the state, and would look at either 
contracting with these "trained" engineers or continuing to provide to the bankers a listing 
of those engineers DEC feels are qualified and competent;, and

* Where there are no engineers trained by DEC on the on-lot certification, DEC will 
continue to provide that service.

A second meeting with Mr. Parken, Ms. Steitz, Bob Sullivan of Alaska Housing Finance 
Corporation, and John Boyd of Key Bank of Alaska was also held on February 6. At that 
meeting, our letter of transmittal was reviewed and accepted by the banks. That letter 
was received by Ms. Steitz on February 7.

I understand you question the precise requirements of the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the DEC and the Department or Labor. Our files indicate that this 
agreement was reached in order to clarify which agency would be responsible for 
determining the proper regulatory requirements for private sewage systems and that DOL 
would defer to our regulations. However, because we feel it is important to obtain a legal



determination, we will be asking the Department of Law for a formal opinion. We will 
provide your office with a copy as soon as it is received.

Change often results in questions and concerns. We are confident that as the transition 
continues, they will be resolved. Cooperation by all parties is needed, and DEC has 
indicated our willingness to make the transition as smooth a possible by continuing to 
provide the certifications where no "trained1' engineer is available, and by fielding calls from 
the public as stated in our press release of February 7.

Thank you for your concern and we look forward to continuing to work with you.

cc: Senator Steve Frank
Senator Paul Fischer 
Representative Jerry Mackie 
Representative Cheri Davis 
Representative Larry Baker 
Representative Ron Larson 
Janice Adair, Special Assistant 
Deena Henkins, Water/Wastewater 
Mike Menge, Director, EQ

Sincerely,



(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Slop 3101

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY ^
STATE OF ALASKA

D IV I S IO N  O F  L E G A L  S E R V I C E S  ^  '

240 Main Street, Suite 500 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-2101

M E M O R A N D U M February 5, 1992

SUBJECT:

TO:

FROM:

Regulation of domestic wastewater systems (HB 387)

Representative Jerry Mackie, Chair
House Community and Regional Affairs Committee

Teresa B. C ram ef'"[^ (Q -y  
Legislative Counsel

You have asked several questions that pertain to the above referenced bill.

1. Does the Uniform Plumbing Code require state review and approval for domestic 
sewage systems in single family homes and duplexes.

U nder AS 18.60.705, the state has adopted the Uniform Plumbing Code, with some 
exceptions. The plumbing code requires inspection by the Administrative Authority 
for new construction or changes in existing sewage systems in single family homes. 
(See sec. 318(a) of the Uniform Plumbing Code.) The Administrative Authority is 
defined as the individual official, board, department, or agency established and 
authorized by a state . . .  to administer and enforce the provisions of the plumbing 
code. (See sec. 102(c) of the Uniform Plumbing Code.) I did not find any 
requirem ent for approval of existing, unchanged plumbing, even if a house was being 
sold.

2. Is the M em orandum  of Understanding between the D epartm ent of Environmental 
Conservation and the D epartm ent of Labor, entered into in February 1983 still in 
effect?

According to both Janice Adair of the D epartm ent of Environmental Conservation 
(D EC) and A1 Dwyer of the D epartm ent of Labor (DOL), the M emorandum of 
Understanding was still in effect when I spoke with them on January 27 of this year. 
Note that, as an agreem ent between two departments, it is subject to change by those 
departm ents.

3. Will the D epartm ent of Labor have to assume the required state review if the 
D epartm ent of Environmental Conservation ceases to review plumbing systems?



Representative Jerry Mackie_ 
February 5, 1992 (
Page 2 C

According to Mr. Dwyer of DOL, the departm ent would have to assume this 
responsibility. I found nothing in the Uniform Plumbing Code permitting the 
Administrative Authority to delegate the inspection and approval function. The code 
does perm it the Administrative Authority to delegate the observation of tests to a 
"duly appointed representative." (See sec. 318(a)(5) of the Uniform Plumbing 
Code.) Mr. Dwyer added that DOL would rely on engineering reports furnished by 
the owners of the houses in conducting their review and approval function. Mr. 
Dwyer also noted that under the terms of the current collective bargaining agreem ent 
that covers plumbing inspectors, the state is prohibited from contracting out work 
that is currently performed by state employees.

4. W hat effect does D EC’s decision to stop approving plans for modification or new 
construction of wastewater systems have on the ability of the Alaska Housing Finance 
Corporation (AHFC) to make and purchase loans?

U nder AS 18.56.300(a), AHFC may not make or purchase a housing loan for 
residential housing constnicted after June 30, 1992, unless the unit complies with the 
construction codes of the municipality or the state building codes. Both "construction 
codes" and the "state building code" are defined, in subsection (d), to include the 
applicable plumbing code. U nder subsection (b), AHFC may not make ^ commit­
m ent to purchase or approve a loan for residential housing constructed after June 30, 
1992, until the unit has been inspected. The subsection states, in part

The inspection must be performed by a municipal building inspector 
or by a person who is approved or certified to perform  residential 
inspections by the International Conference of Building Officials or the 
International Association of Electrical Inspectors. The person who 
makes the inspection shall determine whether the construction 
conforms to relevant provisions of the construction codes of the 
municipality or of the state building code, as applicable, at each of the 
following stages of construction:

It appears, therefore, that AHFC may accept inspections perform ed by properly 
approved or certified private individuals. The cost of these inspections would 
presumably be an item of negotiation between the seller and the buyer but would 
increase the cost of purchasing (or decrease the profit of selling) residential housing.

If I may be of further assistance, please advise.

(3) completion of electrical installation, plumbing, and
framing;

TC:pl
92-070.plm



N a t i o n a l

Mortgage Loan Department P.O. Box 107025 Anchorage, Alasxa 99510-7025 1907) 257-3434 
9 2 1500 W, Benson Blvd.. fourth Floor Anchorage. Alaska 39503F e b r u a r y  11, 1992

Ms. Deena H e n k i n s  
W a t e r / W a s t e w a t e r
Dept, of E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  
410 W i l l o u g h b y  Avenue, Suite 105 
Juneau, A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 7 9 5

Dear Ms. Henkins:

As w e  d i s c u s s e d  on t h e  t e l e p h o n e  las t night, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
the m o r t g a g e  b a n k i n g  ind us tr y m e t  t h i s  m o r n i n g  to r e v i e w  the 
v a r i ou s i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w h i c h  h a v e  be en  
d i s t r i b u t e d  s i n c e  F e b r u a r y  l.

A t t a c h e d  is a ne w s r e l e a se  from th e  A l a s k a  M o r t g a g e  Bankers 
Association. T h e  p r o p o s e d  g u i d e l i n e s  r e f e r r e d  to in the f if th  
p a r a g r a p h  of t h e  news relea se  are as follows:

O u r  first p r e f e r e n c e  is t h a t  D EC c o n t i n u e  to p e r f o r m  o n - l o t  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  on single f a mi ly  and d u p l e x  r e s i d e n c e s  as it 
has h i s t o r i c a l l y  done.

If DEC p r o c e e d s  w i t h  its p l a n  to h a v e  o n - l o t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  
p e r f o r m e d  b y  p r i v a t e  engineers, the i n d u s t r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
p r e s e n t  s t a t e d  t h e y  w o u l d  a c c e p t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  by e n g i n e e r s  
on DEC's l i s t  of t r a i n e d  e n g i n e e r s  on an i n t e r i m  basis.
T hi s w o u l d  a l l o w  DEC time to a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  to e s t a b l i s h  
a c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  for p r o f e s s i o n a l  engineers, 
i n c l u d i n g  s u s p e n s i o n  and removal, or o t h e r  o p t i o n s  w h i c h  
w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  s ta t e oversight, such as a c o n t r a c t  
a r r a n g e m e n t  b e t w e e n  the state a nd t h e  engineers. T hose 
p r e s e n t  a g r e e d  to t he above arrangement, p r o v i d e d  the 
r e g u l a t i o n s  a re in p la ce  b y  A p r i l  15th.

The g r o u p  f u r t h e r  a g r e e d  th at  p a s s a g e  of l e g i s l a t i o n  w hi c h c l e a r s  
up t h e  i ssue of a u t h o r i t y  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is n e c e s s a r y  and 
p l an s to c o n t i n u e  its eff or ts  t o w a r d  tha t goal.

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a t t e n d i n g  the m e e t i n g  w e r e  f r o m  AHFC, FHA, VA, 
A l a s k a  Assn. o f  Realtors, S e c u r i t y  P a c i f i c  Bank, N a t i o n a l  Ba nk  of 
Alaska, F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  B a n k  of A n c h o r a g e  a nd N o r t h r i m  Bank.
O t he rs  n o t  p r e s e n t  b u t  a g r e ei ng  w i t h  the p o s i t i o n  inc lu d e Key 
Bank of Alaska, N o r t h l a n d  M o r t g a g e  Company, a n d  Ci t y Mortgage.

We l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  an e a r l y  r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and 
a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  interest.

—  ♦ .

Lucille S t ie t z 
Nice P r e s i d e n t

Alaska's Most Convenient Bank
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A L A S K A  M Q R T Q A Q E  B A N K E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N

P.O. BOX 9-2691 / ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99509-2691

F e b r u a r y  11, 1992

R eference: N e w s  R e l e a s e  of F e b r u a r y  7, 1992 b y  D E C  r e g a r d i n g
A p p r o v a l  of O n - L o t  S e p t i c  Systems.

Contact: J o n  R. B o y d

T h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  issued a P re ss 
R e l e a s e  on Feb. 7th, w h i c h  s t a t e d  t h a t  a p p r o v a l  of o n - l o t  s e p t i c  s y s te ms 
s e r v i n g  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  or d u p l e x  r e s i d e n c e s  w o u l d  n o w  be do ne  by p r i v a t e  
e n g i n e e r s  i n s t e a d  of b y  DEC. The A l a s k a  M o r t g a g e  B a n k e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  has 
n o t  a g r e e d  to t h e  d i s c o n t i n u a t i o n  of the p r o g r a m  as was p r e v i o u s l y  
r e p o r t e d  b y  DEC.

H o u s e  Bill 387, w h i c h  was i n t r o d u c e d  b y  Rep. M a r k  Boyer, w o u l d  c l e a r l y  
gi ve  D E C  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  to p e r f o r m  the c e r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  an a u t h o r i t y  w h i c h  
DEC has in t h e  p a s t  said it d i d  not have. T h e  i n d u s t r y  b e l i e v e s  th at  DEC 
s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  its o v e r s i g h t  of this i m p o r t a n t  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  i s s u e  and 
s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  p a s s a g e  of Boye r' s  bill.

T h e  m o r t g a g e  b a n k i n g  indu s tr y has, s i nc e la st  M a y  w h e n  D EC first 
a n n o u n c e d  d i s c o n t i n u a t i o n  of o n - l o t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  a s k e d  DEC to cont i nu e 
p r o v i d i n g  o v e r s i g h t  on s i n g l e  f a m i l y  an d d u p l e x  units, as it does on 3 or 
m o r e  u n i t  p r o p e r t i e s  and as it has h i s t o r i c a l l y  d o n e  on the s m a l l e r 
p r op er ti es .  An a d d i t i o n a l  p o s t p o n e m e n t  of i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of d e c 's plan 
w a s  r e q u e s t e d  u n t i l  t he p e n d i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a d  b e e n  addressed; however, 
DE C d i s c o n t i n u e d  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  e f f e c t i v e  F e b r u a r y  1.

T h r e e  m o r t g a g e  i n d u s t r y  o f f i c i a l s  m e t  w i t h  DE C o n  F e b r u a r y  6th to disc us s 
the i ss ue  and t o  a t t e m p t  to a r ri ve  at an a c c e p t a b l e  r e s o l u t i o n  of the 
situation. T h o s e  attending, in a d d i t i o n  to D EC staff, w e r e  R o b e r t  
Sullivan, I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  A f f a i r s  Director, A l a s k a  H o u s i n g  F i n an ce 
C or po r a t i o n ;  J o n  R. Boyd, E x e c u t i v e  V i c e  President, K ey B a n k  of Alaska, 
a n d  L u c i l l e  Stietz, V i c e  President, N a t i o n a l  B a n k  of Alaska. The m e e t i n g  
w i t h  DEC w a s  i n t e n d e d  to h e l p  r e s o l v e  the i s s u e  qui ck ly ,  to p r e v e n t  d el ay  
in c l o s i n g  of r e a l  e s ta te  t r a n s a c t i o n s  a nd a l l e v i a t e  u n c e r t a i n t y  as to 
r e q u i r e m e n t s  b y  l e n d e r s  an d DEC.

M o r t g a g e  l e n d e r s  c o n t i n u e  to lo ok  for a r e s o l u t i o n  w h i c h  i ncludes state 
o versight. T h e  i n d u s t r y  p r e f e r e n c e  is t h a t  D EC c o n t i n u e  to p e r f o r m  
o n - l o t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  as it has h i s t o r i c a l l y  done. T h e  i n d u s t r y  has, 
however, p r o p o s e d  g u i d e l i n e s  to D E C  w h i c h  w o u l d  m e e t  s e c o n d a r y  m a r k e t  
c r i t e r i a  a n d  a v o i d  d i s r u p t i o n  to the h o u s i n g  m a r k e t  if D E C  p r o c e e d s  with 
its p l a n  t o  h a v e  p r i v a t e  e n g i n e e r s  p e r f o r m  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  Boy d 
stated, "We a r e  lenders. It is n ot o u r  i n t e n t  to be an a p p r o v i n g  
a u t h o r i t y  o r  to c e r t i f y  to the t r a i n i n g  of e n g i n e e r s . "

I n d u st ry  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  are e s p e c i a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  about t h e  p o te nt ia l for 
d is ru pt io n to t h e  h o u s i n g  m a r k e t  d u r i n g  th is  ti me  w h e n  i n t er e st  rates are 

t heir l o w e s t  s i n c e  the m i d  7 0 ' s.
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D E P T .  O F  E N V IR O N M E N T A L  C O N S E R V A T IO N

Division of Environmental Quality 
Water and W astewater Treatment Section-

410 Willoughby Avenue 
Juneau , A laska 99801 

Phone: 465-5300 
February 7 ,1992Ms. Luciil8 Stletz 

National Bank of A laska 
P.O . Box 10-7025 
Anchorage, A laska 99510-7025

Dear M s. Stletz:

L ist of Professional Engineers trained at recent workshops for On-Site 
W astewater Disposal- January 1992

As you are aware, the Department conducted two one-day workshops for Professional 
Engineers Involved with the design, construction, evaluation and approval of Individual 
home and duplex on-site wastewater disposal system s. The workshops were held . 
January 14,1992 in Anchorage and January 18,1992 In Fairbanks. Engineers who 
have completed the training are considered by the Department to be trained and 
competent to perform all functions related to design, construction, evaluation and 
rehabilitation of On-Site W astewater D isposal system s.

It is our intention to offer additional training opportunities for engineers In the future, 
and we will keep you informed of the current group of trained engineers. The recent 
workshops were the initial se ssio n s In our new training program. Future programs will 
be developed further, and will probably involve more formalized Instructional goals, 
exam inations and establishm ent of a period of validity for certifications Issued.

We have attached a lis t of the Professional Engineers that completed the workshops In 
the recently held se ssio n s. We would like to have your assistance In getting the word 
to AMBA member banks of the engineers who successfu lly  completed these training 
workshops.

On a related subject, I am enclosing a draft of the "generic" approval form that we are 
presently having printed. The form has been developed for the use of Professional 
Engineers on Conventional On-Siie W astewater System s. We expect the final form will 
be distributed to banks and Department field offices in approximately two weeks. 
Member banks should feel free to use the draft in the Interim..

Sincerely,

G eT^ nehfleld , P .E .
Dom estic W astewater Program Manager

cc: Distribution List



PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS REPORT ON CONVENTIONAL ON-SITE WASTEWATER SYSTEM 
APPROVAL OF ON-SITE RESIDENTIAL WATER AND SEWER SYSTEMS

PRO PERTY D ESCRIPTIO N

LOT BLOCK k 8UBOIV8ION OR US. 8URVEV DEC Approval 
Not Raqulrad

Buyar: Soltar:

DEC Dlatrlot Offloa 
Au9u timi B y  ML*

W ATER SU PPLY

A recent w ater sample was tested and found to m eet D epartm ent of Environmental Conservation 
drinking w ater standards for total coliform bacteria. Results of other tests may be attached
(i.e., Nitrates, etc.).
Nam Tltla Data

W ASTEW ATER D ISPO SAL 

The dom estic w astewater system  w as;

n  inspected by a Professional Engineer who certifies that the system complies with applicable 
requirement of 18 AAC 72;

n te sted  by a Professional Engineer who certifies that the performance of the system is satisfactory 
and that on the day of inspection no non-compliance with the minimum separation distances 
specified In 18 AAC 72 was observed;

n  installed by a Certified Installer who certifies that the system complies with applicable requirements 
of 18 AAC 72.

This approval is valid for a D sing le  family □  duplex unit 
with a total of bedrooms.

Th is approval does not constitu te  a guarantee or w arranty of any Kind, e xp lic it or Im plied, 
as to the perform ance of the w ater supp ly and w astew ater d isposa l system .

Distribution: WHITE-BANK/LENDINQ INSTITUTION; CANARY-APPUCANT; PINK-DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 
1*040# (2/92)
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NEWS R E L E A S E
Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 410 Willoughby Ave. Juneau, Alaska 99801-1795 Phone: (907) 465-5060 Fax: 465-5070

February 7,1992 Contact: Joe Ferguson

APPROVAL OF ON-LOT SEPTIC SYSTEMS TO BE DONE 
BY PRIVATE ENGINEERS INSTEAD OF DEC

Juneau... Private engineers Instead of State employees will eone.jci the reviews and 
approvals of on-lot wastewater disposal systems needed for obtaining home mortgage 
financing, according to a proposal by the Department of Environmental Conservation. 
Alaska’s mortgage banking Industry has agreed to the approach.

DEC Special Assistant Janice Adair said that DEC will conduct workshops for private 
engineers on how to do reviews according to wastewater disposal regulations, and the 
department will continue to review on-lot systems on an as-needed basis until the 
private engineers have received the instruction. Adalr added that 57 private engineers 
in Alaska attended the first workshops in January.

The review and approval of septic systems is required by the mortgage industry prior 
to approval of home loans, but in an efficiency move DEC discontinued its reviews for 
single-family and duplex dwellings. Adair said that the department needs its staff to 
work on higher-priority environmental protection projects.

"Fortunately, there Is a private sector answer to this need-the private englneers-and 
we can provide the necessary training. It seems to be a workable solution all-around," 
said Adair. She said that the Alaska Mortgage Bankers Association and the Alaska 
Housing Finance Corporation agreed to the new approach.

DEC will send Its list of trained engineers to bankers, and will keep the list updated. 
Where no private engineer is available to conduct a review, the department will do so 
until trained engineers are available. Engineers will do approvals for new systems, 
Inspect existing systems, approve modifications to existing systems for convention 
on-lot single family and duplex wastewater systems. DEC will maintain its current 
wastewater program In other areas and continue to do approvals for other types of 
systems.



During the transition to the use of private engineers, buyers or sellers of homes 
experiencing problems with a mortgage loan because of a septic system review should 
contact a local DEC office for Information.

For further information, contact Deena Henkins, DEC in Juneau, 465-5300.

# # #



Background on Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 
On-Site Wastewater Disposal System Certification Program

House Bill 387- Seventeenth Alaska Legislature Date: January 23, 1992 
Prepared for House Community and Regional Affairs Committee

The Department of Environmental Conservation reviews and approves engineered 
plans for modification of existing or new construction of wastewater systems as 
required by 18 AAC 72.210 Domestic Wastewater System Plan Review.

Exception: Plan approval is not required for conventional on-site wastewater system 
serving a single-family or duplex residence. This exception does not apply to systems 
that require waiver of separation distance from water.

The Current Situation: Aprovals of these systems by the Department is not required 
by regulation. It has been conducted at the request cf the Banks and Real Estate 
industries. The program has required 8.9 FTE's and a budget of $536,000 (FY 91). In 
FY 91 the Department approved about 2,400 on-site wastewater systems. Of these, 
approximately 1,300 systems were conventional and would be affected by the 
proposed private sector assumption.

Proposed Reduction: The Department is planning to have private sector engineers 
review conventional on-site wastewater systems for single-family and duplexes and 
their evaluation would be given directly to the bank. A phased transition has been 
proceeding in FY 92, and should be completed by February 1992. The reduction of 
program responsibilities not required by regulations is necessary to make use of our 
limited resources in other important public health and environmental protection areas.

Other program activities are proposed to continue. These include engineering plan 
approval of all non-conventional systems, or systems which require separation 
distance waivers. Also, filing and maintaining archival records of previous on-site 
system approvals. The Department offers training statewide for Certified Wastewater 
Installers, and maintains a list of contractors who have met the requirements.

Activities'to Date: In support of the proposed reduction in single-family and duplex 
approvals the Department testified at House and Senate Finance Committee Hearings 
on our FY 92 Budget Request. We have also notified the Banking and Real Estate 
industry, and the Professional Engineering community of the planned change. A series 
of meetings were held with these groups to identify concerns, and to provide for an 
orderly transition. Training was presented to Engineers in Anchorage and Fairbanks.
A form has been prepared for the use of the industry in substituting Professional 
Engineer approval for the Departments approval.

Situation in Other States: Alaska is unique in having a state agency involved with the 
on-site wastewater system approvals. In most other states, the local government or 
county health departments provide this service. The state usually is only involved as 
far as establishing minimum criteria.



Sec. 18.60.690. Nonapplicability to certain activities. A S

. 1 8 . 6 0 . 6 7 0  —  1 8 . 6 0 . 6 9 5  d o  n o t  a p p l y  t o
( 1 )  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  h i g h  v o l t a g e  o v e r h e a d  c o n d u c t o r s  o r  t h e i r  

s u p p o r t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  p e r s o n s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  t h e  o p e r a t o r  
o r  o w n e r  o f  h i g h  v o l t a g e  o v e r h e a d  c o n d u c t o r s  o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t i n g  

s t r u c t u r e s ;
( 2 )  w o r k  d o n e  o n  t e l e p h o n e  o r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  c i r c u i t s  o r  t h e i r  s u p ­

p o r t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s ;
( 3 )  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  e q u i p m e n t  t r a v e l i n g  o r  m o v i n g  

u p o n  f i x e d  r a i l s  o f  a  r a i l r o a d ;  o r
( 4 )  e m e r g e n c y  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  w h i c h  l i f e  i s  e n d a n g e r e d .  ( §  1  c h  8 3  

S L A  1 9 7 2 )

R ev iso r ’s notes . — Enacted as AS
42.20.038. Renumbered in  1972.

Sec. 18.60.695. Definitions. I n  A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 6 7 0  —  1 8 . 6 0 . 6 9 5
( 1 )  " h i g h  v o l t a g e ”  m e a n s  a  v o l t a g e  i n  e x c e s s  o f  7 5 0  v o l t s  b e t w e e n  

c o n d u c t o r s  o r  b e t w e e n  a n y  s i n g l e  c o n d u c t o r  a n d  t h e  g r o u n d ;
( 2 )  " o v e r h e a d  l i n e s  o r  o v e r h e a d  c o n d u c t o r s "  m e a n s  a l l  b a r e  o r  i n s u ­

l a t e d  e l e c t r i c a l  c o n d u c t o r s  i n s t a l l e d  a b o v e g r o u n d  e x c e p t  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  
d e e n e r g i z e d  a n d  g r o u n d e d  o r  e n c l o s e d  i n  i r o n  p i p e  o r  o t h e r  m e t a l  

c o v e r i n g  o f  e q u a l  s t r e n g t h .  ( §  1  c h  8 3  S L A  1 9 7 2 )

R e v is o r ’s notes . — Enacted as AS
42.20.039. Renumbered in  1972.

Article 8. Plum bing Code.

Section
705. P lum b ing  code 
710. Duties of the department 
715. A dm in istra tion 
720. Cost of perm its

S ec t io n
725. Enforcement of compliance 
730. Pena lty for v io la tions 
735. Borough or c ity regu lation 
740. D efin it ions

C o lla te r a l re ferences . — 13 Am . Jur. 
2d, B u ild ings , § 29.

39A C.J.S ., H ea lth  and Env ironm ent, 
§§ 28-32.

Sec. 18.60.705. Plum bing code, ( a )  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a r e  

a d o p t e d  a s  t h e  m i n i m u m  p l u m b i n g  c o d e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e :

( 1 )  c h a p t e r s  1  —  1 3  o f  P a r t  I I  a n d  t h e  a p p e n d i c e s  o f  t h e  1 9 9 1  e d i t i o n  

o f  t h e  U n i f o r m  P l u m b i n g  C o d e ,  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i -
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§ 18.60.710 Alaska Statutes § 18.60.710
a t i o n  o f  P l u m b i n g  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  O f f i c i a l s  a n d  a d o p t e d  a t  t h e  6 1 s t  
a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 9 0 ;

( 2 )  t h e  1 9 9 1  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i f o r m  S w i m m i n g  P o o l ,  S p a ,  a n d  H o t  
T u b  C o d e ,  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  P l u m b i n g  
a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  O f f i c i a l s  a n d  a d o p t e d  a t  t h e  6 1 s t  a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e ,  
S e p t e m b e r  1 9 9 0 ,  b u t  e x c l u d i n g  P a r t  I ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  p a g e s  x i i i  — 
x x i ;  a n d

( 3 )  t h e  1 9 9 1  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i f o r m  S o l a r  E n e r g y  C o d e ,  p u b l i s h e d  
b y  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  P l u m b i n g  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  O f f i ­
c i a l s  a n d  a d o p t e d  a t  t h e  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 9 0  a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e ,  b u t  e x ­
c l u d i n g  P a r t  I ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  p a g e s  x v  —  x x i i .

( b )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  u s e  o f  a  p i p e  o r  p i p e  
f i t t i n g  c o n t a i n i n g  m o r e  t h a n  8 . 0  p e r c e n t  l e a d ,  o r  o f  s o l d e r  o r  f l u x  

c o n t a i n i n g  m o r e  t h a n  0 . 2  p e r c e n t  l e a d  i n  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o r  r e p a i r  o f  a  
p u b l i c  w a t e r  s y s t e m  o r  i n  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o r  r e p a i r  o f  p l u m b i n g  o f  a  
r e s i d e n t i a l  o r  n o n r e s i d e n t i a l  f a c i l i t y  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  w a t e r  f o r  h u m a n  

c o n s u m p t i o n  i s  p r o h i b i t e d .  T h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  
l e a d e d  j o i n t s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e p a i r  c a s t  i r o n  p i p e .  ( §  1  c h  1 5  S L A  1 9 7 2 ;  
a m  §  1  c h  8 8  S L A  1 9 8 0 ;  a m  §  1  c h  1 0 1  S L A  1 9 8 8 ;  a m  §  3  c h  2 9  S L A  
1 9 9 1 )

The 1991 amendment, effective June 
12, 1991, rewrote subsection (a).

Ed ito r's  notes . — Section 3. ch. 101, 
SLA 1988 provides that (b) of th is section 
"applies to the in s ta lla t io n  or repa ir of a 
water system or p lum b in g  begun on or af­
ter June 5, 1988."

S e c .  1 8 . 6 0 . 7 1 0 .  D u t i e s  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  r e ­
s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o d e .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  
a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  d e s i g n e d  f o r  m a x i m u m  p r a c t i c a l  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  

t h e  c o d e ,  a n d  m a y  g r a n t  e x c e p t i o n s  f r o m  s p e c i f i c  c o d e  p r o v i s i o n s ,  

w h e r e  d i s t a n c e  o r  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  m a k e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  i m p r a c t i c a l .  

S p e c i f i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  t o  o u t l y i n g  v i l l a g e s  a n d  s p a r s e l y  
p o p u l a t e d  a r e a s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 7 0 5  —  1 8 . 6 0 . 7 4 0  w i l l  n o t  

i m p o s e  a n  u n d u e  f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  

d e s i g n a t e  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n s p e c t i o n  t o  a  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  u t i l i t y  c o m ­

p a n y .  A  c o m p a n y  s o  d e s i g n a t e d  m a y  r e f u s e  u t i l i t y  c o n n e c t i o n s  i f  a n  
i n s t a l l a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  m e e t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h i s  c o d e .  ( §  1 c h  1 5  
S L A  1 9 7 2 )

R e v is o r ’s notes . — Enacted as AS 
18.60.690. Renumbered in  1972.

R e v is o r ’s notes . — Enacted as AS 
18.60.680. Renumbered in  1972.

Cross re ferences . — For certificates of 
fitness required to perform work subject to 
th is section, see AS 18.62.010.

E ffe c t o f  am endm en ts . — The 1988 
amendment, effective June 5, 1988, added 
subsection (b).



Q uo ted  in  State v. Anderson, 749 P.2d 
1342 (Alaska 1988). 1
Sec. 46.03.100. Waste disposal pe rm it, (a) A person who con­

ducts an  operation  th a t  re su lts  in  the disposal of solid or liquid w aste  
m ateria l or h ea ted  process or cooling w ate r in to  the  w a te rs  or onto th e  
land of th e  s ta te  sha ll procure a perm it from th e  d ep a rtm en t before 
disposing of th e  w aste  m ateria l or w ater. The p erm it sh a ll be ob tained  
for d irec t disposal and for disposal in to  publicly operated  sew erage 
system s.

(b) A p erm it for disposal of a hazardous w aste  m ay  not be issued 
under th is  section unless the app lican t for the  p erm it has fu rn ished  
proof to th e  com m issioner of financial ab ility  to control the hazardous 
w aste. Proof of financial responsibility  m ay be dem onstra ted  by self- 
insurance, insurance, su re ty , or g u aran tee , u nder regu la tions adopted 
by th e  d epartm en t. Acceptance of proof of financial responsib ility  u n ­
der th is  subsection expires

(1) one y ea r from its issuance for self-insurance;
(2) on th e  effective d a te  of a change in  the  su re ty  bond, g u a ran tee , 

or in su ran ce  agreem ent; or
(3) on th e  exp ira tion  or cancellation of the  su re ty  bond, g u a ran tee , 

or in su ran ce  agreem ent.
(c) T his section does n o t apply to a person d ischarg ing  only dom es­

tic sew age in to  a sew erage system .
(d) T h is section does n o t apply to injection projects p erm itted  u n d er 

AS 31.05.030(h).
(e) A person who applies for a solid w aste  p erm it u n d e r th is  section 

shall dem onstra te  to th e  satisfaction of th e  com m issioner th a t  the  
app lican t h as  reasonably  considered all solid w aste m an ag em en t op­
tions and  th a t  the  p erm it would be consisten t w ith, th e  p ractices and  
p rio rities estab lished  u n d er AS 46.06.021. (§ 3 ch 120 SLA 1971; am  
§ 3 ch 220 SLA 1976; am  § 9 ch 93 SLA 1981; am  § 4 ch 91 SLA 1984; 
am § 3 ch 88 SLA 1990)

R ev iso r's  no tes . — Subsections (b) and 
(c) were formerly (c) and (b), respectively. 
Relettered in  1987.

C ross  re ferences . — For further re­
quirements for persons subm itt ing  proof 
of f in a n c ia l a b il ity  under th is  section, see 
AS 46.03.833.

E ffe c t o f  am endm en ts . — The 1990 
amendment added subsection (e).

O p in io n s  o f  a tto rn ey  g e n e ra l. — This 
section confers upon the Department of 
Env ironm enta l Conservation perm it au ­
thority over dredge or f il l activ ities , in ­
c lud ing res identia l subdivis ions, w ith in

wetlands, estue'ies, and in la nd  and 
coastal marshes ; iod ica lly  inundated by 
discernib le bodies of fresh or sa lt water 
upland from the mean h ig h  tide l in e  to the 
extent of the aquatic or sa lt water vegeta­
tion lin e . November 13, 1975 Op. Att'y 
Gen.

Dredge or f il l ac t iv it ies  in  coastal and 
fresh water wetlands shoreward to the 
aquatic vegetation lin e  do result in  the 
disposal of solid waste m ateria l in to  the 
waters of the state w ith in  the m ean ing of 
this section and thus, to the extent that 
these activ ities are of a commercia l or in-

11
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Excerpts from 18 AAC 72.210 
Alaska Wastewater Disposal Regulations

18 AAC 72.210. APPLICATION FOR DEPARTM ENT APPROVAL,
(a) Subject to (b) and (d) of this section, a person m ust have written 
departm ent approval to construct, install, modify, or opera te  any part o f a 
dom estic wastewater treatm ent, collection, or disposal system, and must 
ensure that the system ■ • •

(b) Subject to the requirem ents o f Table E, plan approval under this 
chapter is not required for a conventional onsite soil absorption system 
serving a single-family or duplex residence, if th a t system m eets the 
requirem ents of this chapter.

TAHI.E K

REQUIREMENTS FOR SUIIMISSION OF I'lANS, REVISIONS TO I’ lANS,
ANI) CERTIFICATION OF CONSTRUCTION ____________

R*i|»lrtmtnl5 fur .Submission Rn|uirrnirnls fur
Facility T)-p« I’lan Preparation Rcijulmncnls uf Revisions to I'lnns O rtlflc illu n  uf (.'nnslnicflon

Surface Water and Sulfate Water and Surface Wtlee and
Subiurfiee Land Surface Land Suliturfate land Sutface land Sulnuiface land Surface land

Diaeharie___________ Uiithmtc___________ Uitchme___________ Dltefnue___________ One Sane___________ Uuebatie
Single-family dwelling or dupki on ■ residential or recreational lot

/

Plana are not required 
for a conventional onaile disposal system, caccpt 
that engineering plans will he required if similar 
systems in nearby areai 
have failed, or failure may be eapcelcd due lo marginal soils or high 
groundwater table. Engineering plana art required for alternate

Engineering plans are 
required, ciccpt lhal the department will, In its 
disc relion, accept plans prepared by the applicant 
for discharge lo marine 
waters.

Required in accordance 
with 18 AAC 72.215.

Required in accordance with 18 AAC 72.215.
Required only if engineering plans arc 
required to he submitted.

Required only if engineering plans art required lo be submitted

A
<3

r Wastewater systems which are capeclcd lo serve, in the normal 
order of events, more than a single-family or dupfea dwelling, bul leu 
than 25 persons per day, 
or have leu lhan 2300 gal/day average daily, 
design Oow

Plans are required; Ihcse plans may be prepared by the applicant, ciccpl lhal 
engineering plans are 
required when similar 
systems in nearby areas 
have failed, poor soil 
conditions or high gmundwaicr lahle outs, 
or where Ihc department 
finds lhal discharge may 
threaten public health or 
Ihc environment.

engineering plana are required, eieept that ihe 
department will, In its discretion, accept plans 
prepared by Ihc applicant 
for discharges to marine 
waters.

Required in accordance with IB AAC 72.2AS.
Required in accordance with 18 AAC 72 215.

Required only if engineering plans are required lo he submitted.
Required only if engineering plans are required in he submitted

Waitewaier systems ^  which are espeded to serve 25 or more persons 
per day in the normal 
order of events, or have 
an average dally design flow equal lo or greater 
lhan 2300 gal/day

Engineering plans are required.
Engineering plana are required.

Required in accordance 
with IB AAC 72.2AS.

Required In accordance 
with IB AAC 72.215.

Required in accordance 
with IB AAC 72 245.

1i

Required in Mt»*fdance •ilh IB AAC 72 245

(20) "conventional soil absorption system ’ m eans a soil 
absorption system of typical trench, bed, or seepage p it design as described 
by 18 A A C  72.950(12) and (15), using natural subsurface undisturbed soils 
for the trea tm ent media, or any soil absorption system with the sam e 
characteristics;

i » -  ■ _ _ _ _ _

(77) "soil absorption system" m eans a surface or subsurface 
system using soil for the treatm ent and disposal of effluent from a domestic 
w astew ater treatm ent works; "soil absorption system" includes a filtering 
field, leaching field, seepage bed, or seepage pit, but does not include a 
cesspool;
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O n - L o t  W a s t e w a t e r  S y s t e m  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  P r o c e s s
(Currenl and Proposed Procedures)\



O n - L o t  W a s t e w a t e r  S y s t e m  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  P r o c e s s
(No Proposed Changes)

Existing or New Wastewater Systems, Requiring New Systems, Larger than Duplex and/or
Separation Distance Waiver Noil-Conventional



RE C E IV E D  FEB 1 8 ®

F e b r u a r y  13, 1992

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Cliff D a v i d s o n 
A l a s k a  H ou se of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
State Capitol  
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Davidson:

The A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  of R E A L T O R S  (AAR) supports in part 
the p o s i t i o n  of the A l a s k a  M o r t g a g e  Banke rs A s s o c i a t i o n  
(AMBA) c o n c e r n i n g  the on-site c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of well and 
septic systems.

A A R  supports DEC p r o c e e d i n g  w i t h  their plan of private 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  engineers p e r f o r m i n g  the c e r t i f i c a t i o n  process. 
A A R  urges the D e p a r t m e n t  of E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n servation  
to p r o c e e d  as soon as p o s s i b l e  w i t h  the requ est to adopt 
r e g u l a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  the c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  of 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  engineers, and have t h e s e  r e gula tions in place 
by A p r i l  15, 1992.

A A R  seeks DEC'S s u pport in p a s s i n g  H.B. 387 by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
B oyer of Fairbanks; this bill is n e c e s s a r y  for stability 
of the home loan process for the g e ner al public. It takes 
the y e a r l y  polit ics out of a p r o c e s s  in w h i c h  politics 
do not belong.

Respec tfully,

G lend a F e e k e n
Member, A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  of R E A L T O R S

of the peninsula
  100 trading bay rdM suite 6
m  — , kenai, alaska 99611

Phone: (907) 283-5888
I tKh offlca Indapandantly ownad and oparalcd



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Cliff Davidson  
A l a s k a  House of R e p r e senta tives 
State Capitol  
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Davidson:

The A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  of REA LTORS (AAR) supports in part 
the p o s i t i o n  of the A laska M o r t g a g e  Bankers A s s o c i a t i o n  
(AMBA) c o n c e r n i n g  the on-site c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of we ll and 
s eptic systems.

A A R  supports DEC p r o c e e d i n g  with their pl an of p r ivate 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  engin eers p e r f o r m i n g  the certi f i c a t i o n  process. 
A A R  urges the D e p a r t m e n t  of E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  
to p r o c e e d  as . soon as . p o s sible w i t h  .the request to adopt 
r e g u l a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  the c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  of 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  engineers, and have these r e gulations in place  
by A pril 15, 1992.

A A R  seeks DEC's support  in p a s s i n g  H.B. 387 by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
Boyer of Fairbanks; this bill is n e c e s s a r y  for s t a b ility  
of the home loan process for the g e ne ral public. It takes 
the y e a r l y  poli t i c s  out of a proce ss in w h i c h  polit i c s  
do n o t  belong.

Dave F e e k e n
Member, A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  of REALTORS

■ w vyi i i  i c  p c im
mn troHinn ijay ^  suite 6

) 99611 
283-5888

w /m , o f the peninsula

office Independently owned end opereted
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RESOLUTION

W H E R E A S  t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  O n - L o t  W e l l  a n d  S e p t i c  C e r t i f i c a t i o n s  b y  
t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  i s  
c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d ,  a n d ,

W H E R E A S  t h e  B u i l d i n g  I n d u s t r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A n c h o r a g e  h a s  g r a v e  
c o n c e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  s t a t e  o v e r s i g h t  o n  a n  i s s u e  
w h i c h  i s  c l e a r l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  A l a s k a n s ,  a n d

w h e r e a s  i t  s e e m s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  p l a c e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
h e a l t h  s t a n d a r d s  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  w h e n  t h e  
e x p e r t i s e  t o  e n s u r e  c o m p l i a n c e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  3 t a t e  
s y s t e m ,  a n d

w h e r e a s  t h e  s t a t e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t o  f u n d  t h i s  p r o g r a m  w h e n  u s e r s  p a y  
a  f e e  f o r  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n s  s o  t h e  p r o g r a m  i s  n o t  c o s t  p r o h i b i t i v e ,

T H E R E F O R E  B E  X T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  a p p r o v a l  s y s t e m  u s i n g  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  f o r  o n - l o t  
w e l l  a n d  s e p t i c  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  i s  t h e  m o s t  e c o n o m i c a l  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  
m e a n s  o f  a d d r e s s i n g  t h i s  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  i s s u e  i n  h o m e  o w n e r s h i p .

D a t e d :  T h i s  1 6 t h  d a y  o f  J a n u a r y  1 9 9 2 .

R o l :
P r t

B u i l d i n g  I n d u s t r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  I n c .
7801 S c h o o n ,  U n it  A  •  A n c h o r a g e ,  A la s k a  9 0 518  •  (907) 522-3605
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A la s k a U S A

F ederal C redit U nion

January 21,1992

Representative Mark Boyer
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Boyer:

Re: DEC On-site Certification 
House Bill 3B7

Please consider this letter as Alaska USA's support for the passage of House Bill 387.

Based on numerous meetings that the mortgage lending community has had with the Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC), we feel that the review and approval of on-site well and septie 
systems should be performed by qualified personnel in the DEC’S office. Mortgage lenders lack the 
expertise required to interpret engineers’ reports on the performance of well and septic systems. 
Consequently, to confirm the adequacy of such systems, DEC's review and approval should be 
required.

We appreciate your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Loi
First Senior Vice President

P.O. Box 196613 • Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6613 • (907)563-4567
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'  >  ALASKA STATE
. r  homebuilders  association

R E S O L U T I O N

currently being considered, and,

WHEREAS the Alaska State Homebuilders Association has grave 
concerns regarding the withdrawal of state oversight on an issue 
which is clearly related to the health and safety of Alaskans, and,

WHEREAS it seems inappropriate to place the responsibility for 
health standards in the hands of private enterprise when the 
expertise to ensure compliance is currently in place in the state 
system, and,

WHEREAS the state does not have to fund this program when users pay 
a fee for the inspections so the program is not cost prohibitive,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the current approval system using the 
State of Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation for on-lot 
well and septic certifications is the most economical and efficient 
means of addressing this health and safety issue in home ownership.

Dated: This 8th day of January 1992.

7801 SCHOON STREET, UNIT E • ANCHORAGE, ALAKSA 99518 • (907) 522-3605

Ste
P r e s i d e n t

Jean B 
secretary

— )
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110 N. Cushman Straw • (907) 468-1 MO • FAX (807) 486-2140 • P.O. Box 74668 • Fairbanks Alaska 89707-4568

January 15, 1992

Representative H a r k  Boyer 

Alaska House of Representatives 
Juneau, A K

Sent V I A  F A X  - 465-3841 

RE; H B  387

Dear Representative Boyer:

T h a n k  you f o r  introducing the above r e f erenced bill. This bill is supported 

b y  m yself as President of Denali State B a n k  a nd b y  the Alaska Bankers 
Associ a t i o n  of w h i c h  I am the current President.

Y ou r  efforts in seeking the passage of this bill, w h i c h  will continue to 

assist the financial institutions in originating mortgage loans on 

r esidential properties, is sincerely appreciated. Th a n k  you.

Sincerely yours,

Gary R o t ^ /

President and Chief Executive Officer

GR/bf
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A la s k ^ ^  
H o u s i n q

FINANCE CORPORATION

C
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' 520 East 34th Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99503  
(907) 561-1900
P.O. Box 101020 
Anchorage, AK 99510

M E M O R A N D U M

D A T E : Septem ber 9, 1991

TO: Bob Sullivan
Intergovernm ental-,

FROM : Kay
M ortgageO pcrano:

R E: D E C  C ertifications

• -p* •
D irector

)irector

A s you know, C om m issioner Sandor continues to push toward elim ination o f D E C s  
certification o f w ells and sep tics serving o n e  and two fam ily dw ellings. R um or has it that 
this action is being triggered by G overnor H ickel’s office. W hile you  are in  Juneau later this 
m onth, would you p lease  talk  w ith the G overnor or m em bers o f  his staff to fiicnKs 
alternatives to D E C s  reduction  o f  services.

A reas o f  concern include:

o  H ealth  and Safety issues are ignored by the State for sm all residential properties.

o  Quality o f  engineer’s and certified  installer’s reports is su sp e c t  Statistics provided  
by D E C  show  a  sta tew id e return rate o f  31%  and d eclin e rate o f  12%.

o  Increased lender liab ility  as w ell as processing delays and added expense are
expected.

o  Lack o f  expertise in  identifying non-conventional system s a n d /o r  soils deficiencies.
Per D E C , the engineers and lenders do not have the know ledge accum ulated over 
the years by D E C  staff.

o

o

Many D E C  requirem ents are based  o n  staff experience not published guidelines. 

Cost is easily absorbed  by U ser  F ees.

P lease find attached recent correspondence to and from  C om m issioner Sandor and D ick  
Fam ell, D E C s  W astew ater Program  M anager.

P lease contact m e if  I can b e  o f  further assistance.

Ikay\kay9102
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D e p a r t m e n t  o f  V e t e r a n s  A ffairs

Regional Office and Outpatient Clinic 
23S East 8th Avenue 
Anchorage AK 99501

February 13, 1992

In Reply R®f*r To: 363/26 •

John A. Sandor, Commissioner 

Department of Environmental Conservation 
P.O. Box 0

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811-1800

Dear Commissioner Sandor:

VA policy requires that when individual water and sewerage systems are 

contemplated, each must comply in all respects w i t h  the health authority 

regulations for the respective localities.

VA supports a ny efforts to ensure that such syateraa are Subject to 

extremely careful study and investigation to assure against possible later 
deficiencies.

Passage of HB 387 seems essential to remove any concern about DEC'a 

authority to regulate this important public policy function. Your support 

of Representative Boyer's HB 387 will alleviate the authority issue raised 
during the past years.

Sincerely,

Edward Hull
Loan Guaranty Officer
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B U IL D E R S

February 12, 1992

john A. Sandor, Commissioner
Department of Environmental Conservation 
P.O. Sox 0
Juneau, Alaska 99811-1800

t iDear Commissioner Sandor; !
The Kenai Peninsula Builders Association requests the continuation of DEC oversight of 

on-lot certifications until such a time that building induttry representatives have had an 
opportunity to be involved in establishing regulations governing the certification program.

There is concern that unregulated costs from private industry wili make homeownership 
less affordable. Builders have obtained price quotes from private engineers that range from 
$500 to $5,000 for on-lot certifications.

The* Kenai Peninsula Builders Association responds to the February 7, 1992, News 
Release which stated, "Adair said that the department needs its staff to work on higher-priority 
environmental projects." We ask, what issue could possibly be more important to Alaskans than 
the safety of our drinking water? i
Sincerely,

Box 1753 •  Kenai, A laska 99611 •  (907) 776 -5719

«
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REALTOR ®

ALASKA ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS, INC?
741 S lum * street, Suit* 100 • Anchor*^, Alaska 93403 
Talaphon* 907.543-7133

DATE : F e b ru a ry  12 , 1 9 9 2

TO : B o a rd  P re s id e n ts

E x e c u t iv e  O f f i c e r s  

B o a rd  L e g is la t i v e  C h a irm e n

FROM: D a ve F e e ke n , C h a irm a n

P o l i t i c a l A f f a i r s  C o m m it te e

.Ljrr PF . .-j.=

Po*W tm brand lax transmrtlal memo 7571 * of pum > L

T u r r
M & A -

Out-

™ *  251-3 4 I A .
Fa*!!

CALL TO ACTION
T he L e g is la t i v e  a n d P o l i t i c a l A f f a i r s  C o m m it te e s  o f th e  A la s k a  A s s o c ia t io n  o f 

REALTORS® u rg e  a l l m e m b e rs  to  c o n ta c t t h e i r  e le c te d  o f f i c i a l s  an d ! th e  
D e p a r tm e n t o f E n v ir o n m e n ta l C o n s e r v a t io n  (DEC ) c o n c e rn in g  th e  o n f s i t e  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p ro c e s s  o f . w e l l / s e p t i c  s y s te m s . T h e  A la s k a  A s s o c ia t io n  o f 
REALTORS® s u p p o r t s  DEC’S p la n  to  p r i v a t i z e  th e  a p p ro v a l p ro c e s s  o f " s ta n d a rd "

s in g le  v* ,  ^ e x  o n - s i t e  w e l l / s e p t i c  s y s te m s . F u r th e rm o re , w e  u rge ; DEC

to  a d o p t r e g u la t io n s  g o v e rn in g  th e  e n g in e e r c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p ro c e s s  by A p r i l ! 15 , 

1 9 9 2 . i

1. A d o p t io n  o f th e  DEC p la n  w i l l  s a v e  th e  D e p a r tm e n t fu n d s  in  a d m in is t e r in g  w h a t 

a l l o f u s k n o w  1s p r a c t i c a l l y  a r u b b e r - s ta m p  p ro c e s s  n o w . •• |

2 . A d o p t io n  o f th e  DEC p la n  w i l l  s h o r te n  th e  p e r io d  o f t im e  f o r  c lo s in g , a s th e r e  
w i l l  no lo n g e r be a n y DEC d e la y s . j

3 . DEC w i l l  c o n t in u e  t o  a p p ro v e  "d e s ig n a te d  s y s te m s . "

4  P r iv a t i z a t i o n  w i l l  a l l o w  f o r  c o m p e t i t io n  a n d th e  m a r k e tp la c e  w i l l  s e t th e  fe e s .

A AR m em b e rs  a re  a ls o  u rg e d  to  a s k t h e i r  le g i s l a t o r s  to  p a s s H.B. 3 8 7 , w |h ic h  

m a n d a te s  DEC Is s u e  w r i t t e n  a p p ro v a l o f s in g le  f a m i l y  a n d d u p le x e s . T h is  w i l l  jta k e  

th e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p ro c e s s  o u t o f th e  p o l i t i c a l a re n a , a t la s t . T h is  b i l l  d o e s n o t 

a f f e c t  th e  is s u e  o f  p r iv a t e  e n g in e e r s  a p p ro v in g  " s ta n d a rd  s y s te m s , "  a s DEC ca n 
c e r t i f y  e n g in e e r s  th r o u g h  r e g u la t io n .

. T i l O R A t m P *  „  •  >•
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c c  Steve Bell, President, Alaska State Home Builders Association 
Lucille Steitz, Alaska Mortgage Bankers Association 
Senator Paul Fischer 
Representative Mike Navarre 
Representative Jim Zawacki 
Senator Steve Frank 
Representative Mark Beyer 
Representative Jerry Mackie 
Representative Cheri Davis 
Representative Bettye Davis 
Representative Richard Foster 
Representative John Gonzales 
Representative Larry Baker 
Representative Ron Larson 
Representative Gail Phillips 
Paul Fuhs, Office of the Governor 
Kurt Parkan



A L A S K A  M O R T G A G E  B A N K E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N
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 PHONC:
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January 23, 1992

Representative Mark Boyer 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Bayer:

The Alaska Mortgage Bankers Association strongly supports the 
passage of CHSB 387.

The bill would provide for continuation of oversight by DEC of 
on-site systems, a service which DEC has historically 
performed.

Owners of one and two family units are currently the only 
homeowners not covered by DEC oversight by state statute; this 
bill would place these homeowners on an equal footing with 
other property owners.

There should be no financial effect on DEC, as user fees can 
be charged for the service.

If we can provide any information, please.feel free to contact 
u s .

Attachment: Membership List



A r c t i c  M o r t g a g e  I n s u r a n c e  Co.
P.O. Box 2 3 - 0 0 0 8  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99523

Doug G r e e n  3 4 9 - 5 6 4 1

C r e d c o  of A l a s k a
3225 E. I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  R d , 
S u i t e  200
Anchor a g e ,  A l a s k a  99518 
H e n r i  M. R o o s  561-7 333

C r e d i t  B u r e a u  of A l a s k a  
3003 M i n n e s o t a ,  S u i t e  300 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 3 - 7 5 3 7

B r e n d a  S. R e y n o l d s  2 7 9 - 5 6 8 9

H UD
222 W. 8 t.h Ave. , S u i t e  64 
Anchor age, A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 3 - 7 5 3 7  

J a m e s  S n y d e r  2 7 1 - 4 3 7 5

Land T i t l e  Co.
1001 E. B e n s o n  Blvd.
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 8 - 4 2 5 6  

J o d i  C l a r k e  5 6 3 - 5 2 6 3

M o r t g a g e  G u a r a n t y  I n s u r a n c e  Corp. 
1500 W. B e n s o n  B l v d . , S u i t e  500 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99503

T o m  S t e r  2 7 4 - 6 4 4 2
S a l l y  T o w e r  2 7 4 - 6 4 4 2  
J e r r y  T i b o r  2 7 4 - 6 4 4 2

P a c i f i c  R i m  T i t l e  Co.
307 E . N o r t h e r n  L i g h t s  Blvd. 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99503

J u l i e  K o r t i n g  2 7 4 - 2 5 6 2  
Pat K e n n e d y  2 7 4 - 2 5 6 2

S e c u r i t y  T i t l e  & T r u s t  Co.
3333 D e n a l i  St., S u i t e  100 
Anchor age, A l a s k a  99503

Bob S t u m p f f  2 7 6 - 0 9 0 9  
L a r r y  M o s s  2 7 6 - 0 9 0 9  
P a m e l a  B l a n k  2 7 6 - 0 9 0 9

S t e w a r t  T i t l e  Co. of A l a s k a  
510 W. T u d o r  Rd., s u i t e  1 
A nchorage, A l a s k a  99503

A r t  E a s h  5 6 1 - 5 1 2 2

J u l y  1991

T r a n s a l a s k a  T i t l e  Co.
400 W. T u d o r  Rd.
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99503

5 6 1 - 1 8 4 4

V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
2352 8 th Ave.
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99513 
C u r t i s  B r a n t l e y  2 7 1 - 2 2 2 2

AK, S t a t e  H o u s i n g  Auth.
624 W . l n t ' l  A i r p o r t  Rd. 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99503 
A n n  M a r i e  L i n d b o e  5 6 2 - 2 8 1 3



F irs t National Bank
of Anchorage

Representative Mark. Boyer

The First National Bank of Anchorage wo u l d  like to briefly describe our concerns 
regarding the possible suspension of on-lot well and septic approvals by DEC.

They are as follows!

1. Lenders would be expected to rely on reports completed by certified installers 

and engineers who have already demonstrated a 31% return rate by DEC o n  their 

reports. The rate of return in Anchorage alone was 75%. Please refer to Dick 

Farnells letter dated August 21, 1991, a copy of which is attached.

2. We have been also advised by Dick Farnell in his letter of the following:

- A  working knowledge of on-lot spectic systems is required of reviewers to 
adequately review certifications and reports.

- Not all installers or engineers would kn o w  of the existence of special

conditions, some of which may not be readily identifiable from cursory soil 

examinations, and would require experience w i t h  the local soils.

3. DEC has indicated they currently have a library of information available 
concerning soil conditions around the state and have suggested lenders submit 

copies of the reports received fro m  engineers and installers to DEC so they 

can continue to update their library. As it is unclear h o w  this procedure 

would be enforced, it is felt that this procedure would go by the wayside 
wh i c h  would render this library obsolete in no time.

Although there are many qualified engineers and installers in Alaska, it appears 

as though lenders would ultimately be responsible, for reviewing the reports

submitted to determine whether they are accurate and complete. I think we can all 

agree that lenders do not have this type of expertise and to leave this to chance

would do a great injustice to the public.

The First National Bank of Anchorage would like to thank you for introducing House 

Bill No. 387, which appears to address the problem.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please feel free to contact me 
at 265-3566.

Sincerely,

•Vrce President

Investor Lending Production Division

LRP/ph

646 We« 4th Avenue # P.O. Bo* 100720 e Anchorage, Alaska 99510-0720



R E G U L A R  M E M B E R S  ( u n d e r  r.ew By-Law's)

A l a s k a  H o u s i n g  F i n a n c e  Corp. 
P.O. B o x  1 0 1 0 2 0  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9951 0 
Paul K a p a n s k y  5 6 1 - 1 9 0 0  
Bob S u l l i v a n  5 6 1 - 1 9 0 0

A l a s k a  U S A  F e d e r a l  C r e d i t  U n i o n
P.O. B o x  1 9661 3
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 9 - 6 6 1 3
S u s a n  T a y l o r  7 8 6 - 2 5 7 0
C arol A n d e r s o n  7 8 6 - 2 7 7 7
L o r a n  S k i n n e r  7 8 6 - 2 7 4 7

N a t i o n a l  B a n k  of A l a s k a  
P.O. Box 1 0 7 0 2 5  ‘
Anc h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 0 - 7 0 2 5  
Pat L e d b e t t e r  2 5 7 - 3 4 4 0  
L u c i l l e  S t i e t z  2 5 7 - 3 4 4 2  
C h e r y l  H e n r y  2 5 7 - 3 3 0 1

N o r t h l a n d  M o r t g a g e  
2 6 0 5  Denali, S u i t e  100 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99503 
J a n  S h e p e r d  2 7 4 - 5 1 5 0  - •

C i t y  M o r t g a g e  Corp.
405 W e s t  3 6 t h  Ave., S u i t e  100 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99503 
R o g e r  A l d r i c h  5 6 3 - 0 7 0 0
J u l i e  N o r t h  5 6 3 - 0 7 0 0
M a r y  Le e H i l l i e r  5 6 3 - 0 7 0 0

Federal  N a t i o n a l  M o r t g a g e  Assoc. 
3301 C. Street, S u i t e  510 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99503 
C o l l i s  B e a r d e n  5 6 1 - 0 8 2 8  
K a t h l e e n  P e t t y  5 6 1 - 0 8 2 8

F i r e m a n ' s  F u n d  M o r t g a g e  Corp. 
2600 D e n a l i  S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  102 
A nchor a g e ,  A l a s k a  99503 
Karla V a n d e r b e e  2 7 8 - 5 1 5 1

First N a t i o n a l  B a n k  of A n c h o r a g e
P.O. Box 1 0 0 7 2 0
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 0 - 0 7 2 0
B e t t y  K n i p p  2 6 5 - 3 4 5 0
Lily P a y t o n  2 6 5 - 3 5 6 6
C a r o l e  J o h n s o n  2 6 5 - 3 4 5 8
L y n n  J o h n s o n  2 6 5 - 3 4 4 7

N o r t h r i m  B a n k  
3111 c s t r e e t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99524 
P a u l a  C r a n m e r  5 6 2 - 0 0 6 2  
D e b b i e  G r e e n  5 6 2 - 0 0 6 2

S e c u r i t y  P a c i f i c  B a n k  A l a s k a  
P.O. Box 107007 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 0 - 7 0 0 7  
T h e r e s a  W o l f  2 7 6 - 8 0 8 0

S t a t e  of A l a s k a  
D C R A - H A D
949 E. 36th, S u i t e  410 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99503 
H a n k  H o d g e  5 6 1 - 0 9 0 0
D u a n e  W i s e  5 6 1 - 0 9 0 0

G M A C  M o r t g a g e  
460 W. T u d o r  R o a d  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99503 
M i n a  O ' D e l l  5 6 2 - 2 1 8 1

K e y  B a n k  of A l a s k a
P.O. Box 1 0 0 4 2 0
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 0 - 0 4 2 0
R a n d y  B o y d  5 6 4 - 0 2 1 0
Kay M u r p h y  5 6 4 - 0 3 3 5

Key P a c i f i c  M o r t g a g e  
P.O. Box 1 0 3 0 1 6  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 0  
P a t r i c k  J u u l  5 6 4 - 0 3 4 6 J u l y  1 9 9 1
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Gffics of the Commilsijfcer 
Dsoartment of Environmental Conservation 
vjcr.n Sanoor, Commissioner 
P.O. Box 0
junsau, Alaska 9981 1-1 £00

RECEIVED

SEP,2.3!139H'
COR?* |

MOUSING

J

Dear Sir:

The kenai Peninsula Bui ioers Association wisnes to express our concern regarding tna pending 
suspension of On-Lot Well and Septic Certifications by the State of Alaska Department of 
Environmental Conservation. Please find tne enclosed Resolution in support of our position.

Members of our organization have expressed a numper of concerns regarding the withdraw! of 
state oversight on an issue of Alaskan health ano safety wnich include tne increased lia p ility for 
those involved In the home building industry and the posslDle delays and increased costs to 
homeowners.

The Kenai Peninsula Builders Association would support changes in the state statute which would 
allow tna Department of Environmental Conservation to continue providing th is important 
service.

We recognize a definate need fo r standardized forms and language, and would respectfully 
suggest DEC publish a uniform set of guidelines fo r use by those involved In our industry. 
Members of the kenai Peninsula Builders Association would be available to discuss this matter 
witn you at your convenience.

\»
Sincerely, i

Patricia Vincent 
Executive Officer

c c Walter J .H ic ke l, Governor
Lucille S tle tz, President, Alaska Mortgage Bankers Association
Kay Murphy, Vice President, Alaska Mortgage Bankers Association
Steva Burne tt, President, Alaska State Home Builders Association
Bob Sullivan, Intergovernmental A ffa irs D irecto r, Alaska Houslna Finance Corporation
Representative 6ail Ph illip s
Representative Mike Navarre
Senator Paul Fischer

Box 1753 • Kenai, Alaska 99611 • ’ (907) 776-5719



S ta te  of A laska Department of Environmental Conservation is curren tly  

being considered, and,

WHEREAS tne Kenai Peninsula  Builders A ssoc ia tion  has grave concerns 

regarding tne w ith d raw  I of s t a t e  o v ers ig h t on an issu e  which is c lea r ly

WHEREAS it s e e m s  inappropria te  to p lace  the re sp o n s ib il i ty  for hea lth  

s tan d a rd s  in th e  hands of p r iva te  e n te rp r is e  when the  e x p e r t ise  to ensure 

compliance is cu rren tly  in place in the s t a t e  sy stem ,

THEREFORE, th e  Kenai Peninsula Builders A ssoc ia tion  reso lv es  th a t  the  

c u rren t  approval system  as  It e x is t s  today is the m o s t  economical and 

e f f ic ie n t  m eans to add ress  hea lth  and s a fe ty  issu es  in home ownership.
i *

Dated: This 17 th  day of Septem ber, 1991

e la ted  to tne h e a l th  and s a fe ty  of A laskans, and,



S E C U R I T Y  P A C I F I C  B A N K  A L A S K A ,  N . A .

M O R TG A G E  LOAN SER V IC IN G , AK-210

3841 West Dimond Boulevard, RO, Box 10700?, Anchorage, AK 99510-7007 
(907) 276-8080 « Fax: (907) 266-7427

F e b r u a r y  3, 1992

To; R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r k  Boyer 
State C a p i t a l  
Juneau, A K  99801 
Fax 465-3841

From: S e c u r i t y  P a c i f i c  B a n k  A l a s k a  
T h e r e s a  W o l f

RE: D E C  o n - s i t e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s

S e c u r i t y  P a ci fic B a n k  A l a s k a  is very c o n c e r n e d  if DEC d i s c o n t i n u e s  
it's o n - l o t  c ertificatio ns. This w i l l  put more  l i a b i l i t y  on the 
lenders and engineers. E n g i n e e r s  will m o s t  l i k e l y  raise t h e i r  p r i c e s  
to a c c o m m o d a t e  the a d d i t i o n a l  l i a b i l i t y  p l a c e d  on them. This will 
re s u l t  in h i g h e r  costs to the h o m e  buyers and lenders w i l l  be t a k i n g  
a g r e a t e r  risk in i n t e r p r e t i n g  the eng ineers report. W e  are not 
engineers and do not have e n g i neers on staff. Therefore, we support  
H ouse Bill 387,
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February 13, 1992

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J e r r y  .Mackie 465- 2299 

Beluga Realty 

Bill H3 387

The Alaska Association of REALTORS® (AAR) supports in part the position 
of the Alaska Mortgage Bankers Association (AMBA) concerning the on­
site certification of well and septic systems.

AAR supports DEC proceeding with their plan of private professional 
engineer performing the certification process, AAR urges the 
Department of Environmental Conservation to proceed as soon as 
possible with the request to adopt regulations concerning the 
certification program of professional engineers, and have these 
regulations in place by April 15, 1992.

AAR seeks DEC's support in passing HB 387 by Representative Boyer 
of Fairbanks, this bill is necessary for stability of the home loan 
process for the general public. It takes the yearly politics out 
of a process in which politics do not belong.

R e s p e c t fu l ly ,

Sandra Benaon, Member, Alaska Association of REALTORS®

Dee Timlin, Member, Alaska Association of REALTORS®

Luella Yezierski, Member, Alaska Aasociation of REALTORS® 

Art'Voodward, .Member, Alaska Association of REALTORS® 

Phyllis Hildebrandt, Member, Alaska Association of REALTORS®

;/v?

Sheryl Froiich, Member, Alaska Association of REALTORS®



The Kenai Peninsula Builders Association urges your support of House Bill 
387.

There is a definate concern on the part of our members th a t the withdrawl 
of S tate oversight by the Department of Environmental Conservation will 
increase liability for those involved in the home building Industry and 
increase costs to the homeowner. We feel that the State of Alaska should 
continue to be involved in an issue of public health and safety.

Box 1753 •  Kenai, Alaska 99611 •  (907) 776-5719



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the !^4 u^ yuJ
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