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A laska S tate L egislature
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPRESENTATIVE FRAN ULMER
MEMORANDUM February 28 1992

T0: All Members
House Finance Committee

FROM: Rep. .~rfef?/f13Tmer
RE: CSHB 385 (Labor and Commerce) - Video Display Terminals

This legislation is schedule for consideration under the Consent
Agenda for Monday, March 2, 1992.

HB 385 has a "revenue neutral™ 28.5 fiscal note from the Department
of Administration. The funds will be generated through interagency
receipts to be shared among all 15 state agencies. Both previous
committees of referral have unanimously supported passage of HB
385.

HB 385 was created in response to a growing health problem among
state workers who spend long hours in front of their Video Display
Terminals (VDTs). VDT workplace injuries 1include eye strain,
wrist, back and neck injuries, and a host of ailments dubbed
"repetitive strain injuries"” or RSI.

HB385 seeks to remedy this situation for state workers by:

* Requiring the training of supervisory staff about the causes
and remedies of VDT related injuries.

* Requiring the posting of notices in the workplace to advise
state employees about the safe use of Video Display Terminals.

* Requiring that future purchases and installation of office
furniture and equipment meet engineering standards to reduce
the health risks associated with VDTs.

* Requiring the Department of Administration to reportto the
legislature on the implementation of the requirements after
the first and second years following passage of the bill.

By acting now to answer the health concerns of state workers, we
will also be saving the state money by eliminating the causes of
a growing number of health insurance claims.

Thank you for your prompt consideration of this legislation.

Stale CapitOlI (907) 465-4947
Juneau, ak 99801-H82 Od Fax 4(55-2108



A laska State L egislature
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPRESENTATIVE FRAN ULMER

MEMORANDUM February 21, 1992

TO: Rep. Mike; Navarre, Chair
House/ Finahce Commit/tee

FROM: Rep. F”an

RE: HB 385 -wideo Display Terminals

C

I am requesting a hearing on this legislation at your earliest
convenience.

HB 385 has a fiscal note of 28.5 from the Department of
Administration for the first year of implementation. These funds
will be generated through 1interagency receipts shared with all
state agencies. The cost for following years is estimated at 6.0,
also through interagency receipts.

HB 385 was created in response to a growing health problem among
state workers who spend long hours in front of their Video Display
Terminals (VDTs). VDT workplace 1injuries 1include eye strain,
stress and musculoskeletal disorders (wrist, back and neck
injuries) including host of ailments dubbed "repetitive strain
injuries”™ or RSI.

According to the Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics, disorders
associated with repetitive strain injuries now rank among the
highest reported workplace injuries (more than 52%). For instance,
in recent years the cases of carpal tunnel syndrome (swelling of
tendons in the wrist) have 1increased more rapidly then any other
job related 1illness. Insurance 1industry sources believe that
keyboard operators are one of the highest at-risk groups.

In many cases, the remedy for these conditions already exists in
the workplace. Educating workers on the proper positioning of VDT
monitors, keyboards and chairs can go a long way to alleviating
this problem. However, phasing out or remodeling "unhealthy"™ work
station configurations and furniture is also essential.

Slate Capitol (907) 485-4947
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 Fax 465-2108



February 21, 1992
HB 335
Page Two

HB385 seeks to remedy this situation for state workers by:

*

Requiring the training of supervisory staff about the causes
and remedies of VDT related hazards.

Requiring the posting of notices in the workplace to advise
state employees about the hazards and safe use of Video
Display Terminals.

Requiring that future purchases of office furniture and
equipment meet engineering standards that reduce the health
risks associated with VDTs.

Requiring the Department of Administration to report to the
legislature on the implementation of the requirements after
the first and second years following passage of the bill.

Think of HB 385 as a dose of preventative medicine. By moving now
to answer the health concerns of state workers, we will also be
saving the state money by eliminating the causes of a growing
number of health insurance claims.

Thank you for your prompt consideration of this legislation.



Alaska Health Project

Information and advocacy on occupational and environmental health.
1818 W. Northern Lights Blvd.. Suite 103; Anchorage, Alaska 2~ <17
(907) 276-2864 In State 800-478-2664 Fax 907-279-3089 Modem 907-279-3128

January 23, 1992

Representative Ulmer
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Ulmer:

The Alaska Health Project has for the past twelve years
advocated for improved safety and health at the work place. We
are in support of KB 385 on Video Display Terminals. The use of
the keyboard and computer have become the basic tools for much of
the State"s work force. It is very important that any tool be
used wisely and with precautions to prevent injury.

The video display terminal has many associated health
problems including the position of the users hands, arms, back,
legs, and neck and head. Working for many hours with limited
breaks in physical posture creates strain on many body parts. An
ergonomic review of any process that is repetitive and requires
the body to maintain a particular position will show multiple
areas of stress.

The incidence of spontaneous abortions among users of VDTs
was first thouyhL 1o be due to the electromagnetic fields. Upon
further research it was found that it was due to long periods of
the body being held in tension, 1in one position. This working
position stress reduced circulation to the abdomen and
contributed to the miscarriages. It is now recommended that any
user of a keyboard be allowed a ten minute alternative work
activity for each fifty minutes of typing. This stimulation of
the body reduces stress and improves health.

We support HB 385. We would like to see it expanded in two
arws. Firml., we would like to see it deal with tno ergonomic
concerns of all State employees in office activities. This would
include individuals who are required to stand at counters or
photocopy machines for extended periods, it should also deal
with tl :se who use standard keyboards on typewriters or
calculators for long continuous periods.

Second, we would like to see it deal with the
electromagnetic fields associated with electronic equipment.

recydledpjptr



Representative Ulmer
Page 2

This would 1include video display terminals, computers, copiers,
blue line machines, laminators and other equipment which give off
electromagnetic radiation. It 1s important to know where these
machines are located, the extent of their fields as they pass
through walls and floors, and how frequently employees are
required to be within those fields. * 1t is true that the exact
impact of electromagnetic fields 1is currently under debate,
however, the more recent investigations are finding that there
does seem to be an increase in cancer promotion for those who
regularly work 1in electromagnetic fields.

We support H3 385 and urge that it move forward. I
possible we would appreciate inclusion of the above concerns to
broaden the bill. Thank you.

Sincerely

Carl M. Hild, M.S.. Sci.Mgnr.
Executive Director
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BILL NO.AHB 385/sth)
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION X'/8—82

ANALYSIS: (continued)

This bill requires the Department of Administration to train employees designated by all agencies on the hazards of video display terminals and the
measures that may be taken to avoid or lessen those hazards. We estimate that 500 employees will need to be trained initially. For this initial training,
it is cost effective to take the training to the various locations. First year costs are lor the development of the training, preparation and printing of required
notices, course negotiation and contracted instructor costs. Travel for delivering the training throughout the state is provided.

For the second and subsequent years, we anticipate offering the training twice annually, but only in Juneau, Anchorage and Fairbanks. Agencies will be
expected to send their new designated employees to one of these courses.

Interagency receipts are shown as the funding source on the assumption that agencies will pay the costs. If that assumption is incorrect, the funding source
will be general funds.

2/ EG92/2815a.kp/2 Page 2 of 2
COMMITTEE COPY
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SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 385 (L&C)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE SENATE LABOR AND COMMERCE COMMITTEE

Offered: 5/1/92
Referred: Finance

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES ULMER, B.Davis, Bruckman

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to video display terminals.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. FINDINGS. The legislature finds that

(1) investigations conducted by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
of video display terminal (VDT) operators resulted in recommendations for workstation design and other
measures to reduce musculoskeletal and vision complaints among VDT users;

(2) studies world-wide have demonstrated elevated musculoskeletal discomforts and other
disorders in VDT operators as compared with non-VDT workers; research has shown that inadequate
workstation adjustment and lack of operator knowledge of adjustments and other remedies are associated
with musculoskeletal discomforts and other complaints; the consensus of the National Institute, the World
Health Organization, and the American National Standards Institute is that adjustable VDT workstations
in combination with training on proper adjustment of the workstation substantially contribute to a
healthier environment for VDT operators;

(3) reduction of the health and safety risks through education of state workers and

HB0385e SCS CSHB 385QL&C)
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1 modification or replacement of the VDT workstation and associated equipment will help prevent VDT

2 related injuries, thus reducing health insurance and workers’ compensation costs to the state.
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SCS CSHB 385(L&C)

* Sec. 2. AS 39.90 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 39.90.160. VIDEO DISPLAY TERMINAL USE. (a) A state agency shall attempt
to provide for proper use of video display terminals. The head of a state agency shall appoint,
for each qualified worksite of the agency, a person responsible for providing information to other
employees on the physical risks associated with improper use of video display terminals and on
their proper use. The Department of Administration shall provide training to the appointee in
the ergonomically proper use of video display terminals and the measures and work habits that
may avoid or lessen physical risks associated with improper video display terminal use. If there
are more than 75 terminals in close proximity within the same agency, the agency shall designate
at least one qualified worksite for each 75 video display terminals. The Department of
Administration shall collect information on the effective use of video display terminals and
related workstation furniture from federal agencies and other sources, including the American
National Standards Institute, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, and the National
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, and shall make the information available to state
agencies.

(b) The Department of Administration shall prepare notices to advise state employees
using video display terminals about the ergonomically proper use of the terminals. The
department shall mail the notices to the persons appointed under (a) of this section. Those
persons shall post the notices at the qualified worksite for which they are responsible and shall
add information on how employees who desire more information may reach them.

(c) The Department of Administration shall prepare and make available to state agencies
notices advising state employees using video display terminals at a worksite that is not part of
a qualified worksite about the ergonomically proper use of video display terminals. Each state
agency shall provide a copy of the notice to those employees who use a video display terminal
at a location that is not part of a qualified worksite together with a statement advising the
employees of the name and how to contact the nearest available person trained in proper use of
video display terminals under (a) of this section.

(d) With respect to office equipment related to video display terminal workstations at

which video display equipment will be used by an employee for repetitive keyboard activity,

s HB0385¢
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including data entry, data inquiry, or text processing, for more than four hours per day, a state
agency shall, before purchasing, leasing, or installing the equipment, review and consider whether
the equipment is capable of being used in an ergonomically proper manner, using as a guideline
the Amerilcan National Standard for Human Factors for Engineering of Visual Display Terminal
Workstations, ANSI/HFS Standard No. 100-1988, or a subsequent revision of that standard.
(e) This section doesnot
(1) create a cause of action by any person against the state or an agency of the
state, whether at law or otherwise;
(2) establisii a standard of care;
(3) amend or alter administrative remedies of employees; or
(4) amend or alter collective bargaining agreements entered into by the state or an
agency of the state.
(f) In this section,
(1) "agency" or "state agency" includes the executive, legislative, and judicial
branches of state government, the University of Alaska, and the Alaska Railroad Corporation;
(2) ™"qualified worksite"™ means a unit or cluster of at least four video display
terminals in regular use that are housed together or in close proximity within the same agency;
(3) "terminal™ or "video display terminal” means an electronic video screen data
presentation machine, commonly called a video display terminal, and includes cathode-ray tubes;

"terminal™ does not include a television, cash register, or oscilloscope screen.

* Sec. 3. INITIAL TRAINING AND POSTING OF NOTICES. The Department of Administration

22 shall comply promptly with the requirements for preparation of notices and provision of training so that,

23 within one year after the effective date of this Act, state agencies will have been able to comply with

24 the requirements for posting notices and training current employees set out in AS 39.90.160, enacted by

25 sec. 2 of this Act.

HB0385¢
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STATE OF ALASKA B » arsion: CSHB 385 (STA)

1&92 LEGISLATIVE SESSION (|-|) Publish Date: 2/18/92
Revision Date: Department Affected: Labor
Title: "An Act relating to video display BRU: Workers' Compensation & Admin. Svcs.
terminals.” Component: Workers' Compensation
Sponsor: Representatives Ulmer, B. Davis & Labor Market Information
Requestor: House State Affairs COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 344 & 336

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND&STRUCTURES
GRANTS,CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL

REVENUE
FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dol ars)
GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
POSITIONS: Changes in jctcsmat4? )

FULL-TIME have. no fiscal impact. This

PART-TIME fiscal note is appropriate.

TEMPORARY

flate Comte Aide (initial).

Estimate of current year impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill requires a report to be prepared by the Department of Labor concerning video display terminal
injuries. The department can report to the legislature on injuries identified on the Initial Report of
Occupational Injury Form completed by both the employee and employer and collected by the Workers'
Compensation Division. There would be no additional fiscal impact to the department.

Prepared by: Arbe Wiilliaro*pecial Assistant Phone : 465-2700
Division: Commissioner'! Date : 1/28/92
Approved by Commission shire, Acting Commissioner

Agency: Department o Date: 1/28/92

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).

Rev 10/7/91 Page 1 of 1

FISCAL NOTE  Labor o



T.m FISCAL NOTE Ny

No. H
STATE OF ALASKA
Bill version: G5 U& 3ft5f/f  AM
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
(S) Publish Date: 3 -3.7~ 2
Revision Dale: March 20, 1992 Department Affected: Kevenue
Title: Relating to video display terminals BRU: Administration & Support

Component: Administrative Services

Sponsor  Ulmer
Requestor Senate State Affairs Committee Component Serial No.

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL 5.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
SUPPLIES 1.0

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 6.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

CAPITAL

REVENUE FUND SOURCE

GENERAL FUND 6.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER FUND SOURCE

TOTAL 6.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
POSMONS: .
Changes in S CJCS
FULL-TIME reflect NO FISCAL CHANGE from the original
PART-TIME firaUjte. This | ~aUiote™appropriate.
TEMPORARY date Comte Aide (initial)

umate ot current year impact:

ANALYSIS:The Department of Revenue would require 9 designated worksite representatives. This fiscal
includes training, printing and notice distribution expenses. It does not include any eqiripment
repairs, upgrades or replacement.

N

Jepared by:  Tracy L. ' | A WAL —F’hﬁr\ _____ mer 460-2313
Division: Administrative Services
Approved by Commissioner: Darrel J. Re: S g fel 0 L . g g

Agency: Revenue

Distritution (ty preparer): Legislativel Agency(ies).
Rev 1AL FISCAL NOTE Rev.s.0 g 1
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TATE OF ALAS
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date:

Department Affected:

Tide: "An Act felating to video
display terminals.”
Sponsor: Rep. Ulmer

Requestor: Senate State Affairs

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of DoJUrs)

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL 6.7 6.7
CONTRACTUAL .8 )
SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 7.5 6.9
CAPITAL -0 -

|
REVENUE

FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dofars)

GENERAL FUND 7.5 6.9

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER
FUND SOURCE:

TOTAL 7.5 6.9

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY .

Estimate of current year impact:_

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata paga if necessary.)

Please see attached fiscal analysis.

Prepared B vy :
Division*

Office of the Commissioner

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: Department of Corrections

Component:

iane Schenker, Legislative Liaison

No. J3
i Bill Version:C 5vt\ & 3 8/\5 OCA C)p,}g

(S) Publish Date: 3 - £ *7- 93
Department or corrections
Statewide Operations

Various

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98

6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7
12 2 .2 .2

%..

6.9 6.9 6.9 6.9

-0 - -0 - -0 - -0 -
6.9 6.9 6.9 6.9

6.9 6.9 6.9 6.9

changes nSCJ'CS NS 3pr (146 )

reflect NO FISCAL CHANGE from the original

fw-noﬁe This TW' a&j_s appropriate.

hate Comte Aide ( |n|t|al)
Phone: 465-3376
Date: s 03/24/92

*TToyl~Wses7""comrnissToner

Data: 03/24/92

Distritution (y propersr): L mn.. Lscisistiv Somor, Reu—tor, OVBAER Gov. Lyw Cle. &lmpecul Agsonyt).
FISCAL NOTE Corrections 7.5

Rev 10///3L
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BILL: CSHB 385 (L&C) " An Act relating to video display
terminals.”

The Dbill woul” require each state agency to appoint a person
responsible for providing information on the risks and proper use
of video display terminals (VDTs) at each "qualified work site."”
A qualified work site means a cluster of at least four VDTs.

The Department of Administration would be required to train the
appointees 1in the proper use of VDTs to avoid or lessen risks
involved with improper use. The Department of Administration has
submitted a fiscal note based on the assumption that this training
would be paid for by the state agencies receiving training.

NOTE: The Department will request that training be provided 1in
writing or on videotape in order to reduce travel costs to zero;
however, based on assumptions in the Department of Administration®s
fiscal note, the following costs are estimated for training:

Travel Costs: The Department would send the following numbers of
appointees to yearly training in either Anchorage, Fairbanks, or
Juneau. It is assumed that current airfares will remain constant,

and that each training session will require one overnight and full
day of per dien.

# of

Location worksites transoortation ner diem Total
Anchorage 6 0.00 0.00 0.00
Palmer 3 0.00 108.00 108.00
Kenai 3 282 .60 108.00 390.60
Seward 1 76.20 36. 00 112.20
Kodiak % 276.00 95.00 371.00
Dillingham 446 .00 95.08 541.00
Fairbanks 2 0.00 0.0 0.00
Nome % 1228.00 190.00 1418.00
Bethel 1388.00 190.00 1578.00
Kotzebue % 614.00 95.00 709.00
Barrow 470.00 95.00 565.00
Juneau 3 0.00 0.00 0.88
Ketchikan 2 496.00 190.00 686.
Sitka 1 174.00 95.00 269.00
TOTAL COSTS S 6,747.80

Contractual Costs: The Department of Administration®s fiscal note
assumes that contractual costs for preparing and presenting the
training will Dbe paid by the receiving agencies. It is assumed
that the contractual costs identified each year in that fiscal note
will be divided among the agencies receiving training, or
approximately 25 agencies, to estimate the cost to this Department.

(page 2 of 2)



A laska S tate Legislature

house of Representatives

Representative Fran Ulmner

MEMORANDUM April 30, 1992
TO: Senatoi <Fat Purchot, Co-Chair
Senate* Finance Committee
FROM:
RE: SCSHB 385 nLiC) am - Video Display Terminals

I am requesting a hearing on this legislation at your earliest
convenience.

HB 385 was created in response to a growing health problem among
state workers who spend long hours in front of their Video Display
Terminals (VDTs). VDT workplace injuries include eye strain,
stress and musculoskeletal disorders (wrist, back and neck
injuries) 1including host of ailments dubbed "repetitive strain
injuries™ or RSI.

According to the Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics, disorders
associated with repetitive strain 1injuries now rank among the
highest reported workplace injuries in the U.S. (more than 52%).
For instance, 1in recent years the cases of carpal tunnel syndrome
(swelling of tendons in the wrist) have increased more rapidly then
any other job related illness. Insurance industry sources believe
that keyboard operators are one of the highest at-risk groups.

In many cases, the remedy for these conditions already exists 1in
the workplace. Educating workers on the proper positioning of VDT
monitors, keyboards and chairs can go a long way to alleviating
this problem. However, phasing out or remodeling "unhealthy" work
station configurations and furniture is also essential.

CSHB 385 (L&C) seeks to remedy this situation for state workers by:

* Requiring the training of supervisory staff about the causes,
remedies and prevention of VDT related injuries.

* Requiring the posting of notices in the workplace to advise
state employees about the safe use of Video Display Terminals.

Stale Capitol (907) 465-4947
Juneau. AK 99801-1182 N Fax 465-2108



April 30, 1992
CSHB 385 (L&C)
Page Two

* Requiring that future purchases and installation of office
furniture and equipment meet standards that reduce the health
risks associated with VDTs.

Think of HB 385 as a dose of preventative medicine. By moving now
to answer the health concerns of state workers, we will also be
saving the state money by eliminating the causes of a growing
number of health insurance claims.
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Filipino Com munity Inc.

251 South Franklin Street < Juneau, Alaska 99801-1345
Phone (907) 586*4118 . Executive Offices (907) 586-2116

TO: The House of Representatives DATE: March 11,1992
Alaska State Legislature

FROM: Lucille J. Santas TELEPHONE NO: 586-2116
Secretary & Legislative Chair
Filipino Community, Inc. SUBJECT: HB385

The Filipino Community, Inc. of Juneau urge the swift passage of HB
385 which pertains to the proper use of VOTs (video display terminals).
Our organization strongly believes that this would be a great preventive
measure to the physical hazzards from the improper use of VDTs. It Is
the lower range employees in the clerical and support services fields,
primarily women, who can least afford to lose their Jobs and 111 afford
the high medical bills which will be highly impacted by the lack of
information about VOTs. This bill would also lower the rate of
absenteism due to VDT related health problems.

Thank you for reading this message and your affirmative vote!



Angrew J, B< Sgr" Pigkgrald

POSITION STATEMENT

TO:MEMPERS, ALASKA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
FROM: A.J. "BEAR" PIEKARSKI, BUSINESS MANAGER/SECY"TREAS.

RE: HB 385

THE ALASKA STATE DISTRICT COUNCIL OF LABORERS SUPPORTS
THE PASSAGE OF HB 385. HAZARD COMMUNICATION TRAINING
FOR VDT USERS BENEFITS BOTH EMPLOYER AND EMPLOYEE, AND
WE URGE YOU TO SUPPORT THE BILL WHEN 1T COMES TO A FLOOR

VOTE.

EIL » S kr

A.J. "BEAR™ PIEKARSKI
BUSINESS MANAGER/SECY-TREAS.
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January 27, 1992

Mr. Bamaby Dow
State Capitol, Room 421
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Mr. Dow:

| understand Representative Fran Ulmer is requesting information regarding carpal tunnel
syndrome and the use of video display terminals.

My first problem with carpal tunnel syndrome began about two years before | began working
for the State of Alaska. At the time, | was employed as a nurse during the day and did medical
transcription at home during the evening using an electric typewriter. During this time, |
developed pain in my hands and wrists to the extent that at one point | had to wear custom-
molded, fiberglass splints, sometimes on one and sometimes on both wrists. This continued
until 1 stopped doing medical transcription at home.
f

In July 1988,1began working for the state as a clerk typist, and within a few months | began
to have problems with my wrists again. While shopping for office supplies one day, I noticed
a "wrist rest” device and requested permission to buy one. My supervisor thought I was being
silly to want to spend state money in such a manner, but finally allowed the purchase.
Coworkers ridiculed me for using the wrist rest, and frequently | returned to my desk to find
the wrist rest on the floor. However, soon after beginning to use the wrist rest, my symptoms
abated and | have had essentially no problems with caipal tunnel syndrome since.

In August 1990,1 began working for the Department of Fish anc Game, Division of Fisheries
Rehabilitation, Enhancement and Development (FRED). Shortly thereafter, | obtained a wrist
rest, received no ridicule for using it, and continue to be symptom-free.

Sincerely,

Qam.

Jan. B. Smith



Martha Samaniego
P.O. BOX 1393
Kodiak Alaska 99615

March 19,1992

Representative Fran Ulmer
Alaska State Legislative
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1 182

Dear Representative Fran Ulmer:

I am an eighth grader at the Kodiak Junior High. Please don't allow my age
to take away some of the attention needed on what | have to say. | am
writing in support to the House Bill 385 concerning VDT hazards.

| favor this bill because | believe that adults and children who
use video display terminals (such as computers) have the right to know
the dangers in connection with VDT's. | have noticed that children are
beginning to use computers at younger and younger ages, they use them
without the parents knowing what dangers may come with advancement.
Many employees also apply for jobs and work with computers. All these
people, adults and children alike are in danger of becoming nearsighted and
also putting thier eyes in risk of attracting other RSI's. This issue
deserves more attention then it all ready has. This bill will not only help
the people now, but will help people for along time to come.

Thank you for taking the time to consider this opinion and | will
be waiting to hear from you concerning the further progress of House Bill
385.

Sincerely,

Martha Samaniego
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 387 (RESOURCES)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE HOUSE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVE BOYER

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to accrediting engineers for inspections of wastewater systems for single-
»

family homes and duplexes; and relating to the accreditation of engineers and
environmental consultants for the assessment and cleanup of sites contaminated with

hazardous substances."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. LEGISLATIVE INTENT, (a) It is the intent of the legislature that the accreditation
program established by the Department of Environmental Conservation for inspection of certain
wastewater systems will provide engineers with the information needed to knowledgeably review existing
domestic wa: tewater systems, plans to modify existing systems, and plans to construct or install new
systems for compliance with standards established by regulation for domestic wastewater systems for
single-family homes and duplexes.

(b) Itis the intent of the legislature that the accreditation program established by the Department
of Environmental Conservation for the assessment and cleanup of sites contaminated with hazardous

substances will provide engineers and environmental consultants with the information needed to

_ -1- CSHB 387(RES)
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1 knowledgeably perform assessments and cleanups of contaminated sites in accordance with departmenta

2 regulations.

3
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CSHB 387(RES)

* Sec. 2. AS 46.03 is amended by adding new sections to article 3 to read:

Sec. 46.03.125. ACCREDITATION FOR WASTEWATER SYSTEMS, (a) The
department shall develop criteria for the accreditation of engineers to inspect existing domestic
wastewater systems, to review plans for construction or modification of domestic wastewater
systems, and to conduct as-built inspections of new or modified systems to ensure that the system
meets standards established by law and by regulations adopted by the department. The
accreditation shall apply to single-family homes and to duplexes.

(b) The department shall grant accreditation to engineers registered under AS 08.48.211
who satisfactorily complete the accreditation program under (a) of this section. The department
may charge an appropriate fee for evaluating an application for accreditation.

(c) After notice and a hearing, the department may revoke an accreditation issued under
this section for cause.

(d) The department may develop a training program for engineers to enable them to meet
the accreditation standards of this section. The department shall confer with the Department of
Labor and the state Board of Registration for Architects, Engineers, and Land Surveyors in
developing the training program. The department may charge an appropriate fee for participation
in the training program.

(e) The department shall adopt regulations to implement this section.

() This section does not restrict or prohibit the department from delegating its
responsibilities under this section.

Sec. 46.03.127. ACCREDITATION FOR ASSESSMENT AND CLEANUP OF
CONTAMINATED SITES, (a) The department shall develop a program for the accreditation
of engineers and qualified environmental consultants to perform assessment and cleanup of sites
contaminated with hazardous substances to ensure that assessment and cleanup meet standards
adopted by the department by regulation.

(b) The department shall grant accreditation to engineers registered under AS 08.48.211
and to qualified environmental consultants who satisfactorily complete the accreditation program
under (a) of this section. The department may charge an appropriate fee for evaluating an

application for accreditation.

-2-
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(c) After notice and a hearing, the department may revoke an accreditation issued under
this section for cause.

(d) The department may develop a training program for engineers and qualified
environmental c?nsultants to enable them to meet the accreditation standards of this section. The
department shall confer with the Department of Labor and the state Board of Registration for
Architects, Engineers, and Land Surveyors in developing the training program. The department
may charge an appropriate fee for participation in the training program.

(e) The department shall adopt regulations to implement this section.

(f) This section does not restrict or prohibit the department from delegating its
responsibilities under this section.

(9) In this section,
(1) "hazardous substance” has the meaning given in AS 46.03.826;

(2) "qualified" means a person who meets requirements established by regulations

adopted by the department for performing the assessment and cleanup of sites contaminated with

hazardous substances.

-3 CSHB 387(RES)
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Department of EmMromrental Consenvation

HON

BILL NO: CSHB 387 (Res) APPROVED:”

TITLE: Accrediting Engineers DATE: 4--

The Department of Environmental Conservation supports CSHB 387 (Res).

CSHB 387 (Res) would allow the Department of Environmental Conservation to certify that
professional registered engineers were knowledgeable about the Department’s wastewater
regulations for the purposes of providing lending institutions with the assurance they need that
an on-lot sewer system meets the design criteria established in those regulations.

The Department’s current regulations require an engineering report for on-lot systems for
triplexes and larger buildings. Single family homes and duplexes are not required to have such
an engineering report. However, lending institutions have asked that the Department, as the
state’s health authority, certify that an engineering report prepared for any size structure meets
the Department's regulatory requirements.

To meet the lending industry’s concern, the Department conducted a familiarization seminar to
provide private sector registered engineers with information on the subject regulations.
However, it was learned that the secondary market, where many banks sell their mortgages,
require a sign-off by the local health authority. In Alaska, that would be DEC. CSHB 387 (Res)
would allow DEC to provide an accreditation to private registered engineers that would also
meet the requirement of the secondary financial market. For this reason, the Department
supports this provision.

The Resources Committee Substitute would also establish a similar program for registered
engineers and qualified environmental consultants for assessment and cleanup of sites
contaminated with hazardous substances. Generally, the substance will be a petroleum based
product, such as would be found at an underground storage tank site.

There are a number of contaminated sites in Alaska. However, many of these sites are low
risk as to public health and welfare. The Department would be able to develop a program to
certify registered engineers and environmental consultants are familiar with the Department’'s
regulations on hazardous substance assessment and cleanup. The Department believes such
a program will significantly increase the number of contaminated site cleanups around the
State. The Department strongly supports this provision.
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REPRESENTATIVE FAIRBANKS
MARK BOYER SUITE 205
1 CE-CHALRUAN 119 NORTH CUSHMAN STREET
HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE FAlRBAN?gsd7§hég_}%ﬁ\7%g70]‘-287
JUNEAU
STATE CAPITOL
JUNEAU ALASKA 99801-1182
JHousc of “llcprecscntati&cs (007) 465-3466
To: Rep. Mike Navarre, Co- Chair
House Resource; Lfctee
From: Rep. Mark Boye
Date: April 28, 1992

Subject: Request to hear HB 387

I am requesting that HB 387, An Act relating to accrediting
engineers for inspections of waste water systems for single-family
homes and duplexes”, be waived from the Finance Committee
or placed on the consent agenda for Monday, May 4.

The State Department of Environmental Conservation has
terminated the certification of wells and septic systems for one and
two family dwellings as of February, 1992. While the Department
continues to assert authority for larger units, it is currently in the
process of training professional engineers and installers to complete
the certification procedures for one and two family units.

The DEC proposal to cease agency certification could force ill
equiped lending institutions to certify that the environmental quality
standards for on-site systems are met. This could increase the cost of
originating new loans.

HCSHB 387(C&RA) requires the DEC to develop criteria for
accrediting engineers to inspect domestic waste water systems. The
bill also requires the department to grant accreditation to engineers
who satisfactorily complete the accreditation program.

The bill has the support of the DEC, Alaska Mortgage Bankers,
and the AlaskaAssociationof Realtors. There is a $25,000 GF/PR
fiscal note. The bill should pass out of the Resources Committee
tomorrow.

FAIRBANKS 20B
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REPRESENTATIVE FAIRBANKS
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Jan. 31, 1992

The Honorable John Sandor
Commissioner
Department of Environmental Conservation

Dear Commissioner Sandor:

I request that the Department of Environmental Conservation
postpone its plans to discontinue on February 2 certification of on-lot
domestic wastewater systems for one and two family properties.

As you know, | have introduced legislation to give the DEC
specific authority to issue certifications of these properties for
property owners who request them (HB 387).

We have requested our legal staff to review the memorandum
of understanding between the Department of La”bfhnd the
Department of Environmental Conservation, giving the DEC primary
responsibility for regulating private sewage disposal systems,” so
long as such regulation is no less stringent than that set forth in AS
18.60.705 and Appendix | of the Uniform Plumbing Code." | question
whether or not the DEC can delegate that.authority away to the
private sector.

The prudent course of action with regard to this issue would be
to wait until a determination has been made on the departments
authority to discontinue the certification process.

If we don't clear up the cloudy issue of regulatory
responsibility and authority before DEC takes further action, the
home mortgage industry could be adversely affected, by
discontinuing approval of new mortgages, or at least greatly
lengthening the time it would take a prospective home buyer to
secure a loan.

FAIRBANKS 20B



Neither one of us wants to make home ownership any more

difficult than it already is. By going forward with your plan to
discontinue on-lot certifications, while there are unanswered
questions, you will be doing a great disservice to the home buyers

and

CC:

lenders of Alaska.
I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely,

Mark Boyer
Representative

Rep. Jerry Mackie, Chair

House Community and Regional Affairs
Senator Steve Frank

Senate Community and Regional Affairs



DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER Phone: (907) 465-5000
410 WILLOUGHBY AVENUE, SUITE 105 Fax: (907) 465-5070
JUNEAU, AK 99801-1795

February 10, 1992

The Honorable Mark Boyer
Alaska State House

P.O. Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Boyer:

| have received your letter asking that DEC continue to provide certification of engineering
plans for on-lot sewage disposal beyond our target cut off date of February 1. |apologize
for not responding in writing prior to now; we have, however, been in close and nearly
daily contact with your office on this issue.

As you know, we met with Kurt Parken of your staff, Wes Coyner representing the Alaska
Bankers Association and Lucille Steitz representing the Alaska Mortgage Bankers
Association on February 6. The result of that meeting was the following:

* DEC would provide to the bankers the list of engineers who attended the
workshop on on-lot certification in Anchorage and Fairbanks last month with a cover letter
stating that DEC felt these engineers were qualified and competent to perform the work;

* DEC would continue such workshops around the state, and would look at either
contracting with these "trained" engineers or continuing to provide to the bankers a listing
of those engineers DEC feels are qualified and competent;, and

* Where there are no engineers trained by DEC on the on-lot certification, DEC will
continue to provide that service.

A second meeting with Mr. Parken, Ms. Steitz, Bob Sullivan of Alaska Housing Finance
Corporation, and John Boyd of Key Bank of Alaska was also held on February 6. At that
meeting, our letter of transmittal was reviewed and accepted by the banks. That letter
was received by Ms. Steitz on February 7.

| understand you question the precise requirements of the Memorandum of
Understanding between the DEC and the Department or Labor. Ouir files indicate that this
agreement was reached in order to clarify which agency would be responsible for
determining the proper regulatory requirements for private sewage systems and that DOL
would defer to our regulations. However, because we feel it is important to obtain a legal



determination, we will be asking the Department of Law for a formal opinion. We will
provide your office with a copy as soon as it is received.

Change often results in questions and concerns. We are confident that as the transition
continues, they will be resolved. Cooperation by all parties is needed, and DEC has
indicated our willingness to make the transition as smooth a possible by continuing to
provide the certifications where no "trainedlengineer is available, and by fielding calls from
the public as stated in our press release of February 7.

Thank you for your concern and we look forward to continuing to work with you.

Sincerely,

CcC: Senator Steve Frank
Senator Paul Fischer
Representative Jerry Mackie
Representative Cheri Davis
Representative Larry Baker
Representative Ron Larson
Janice Adair, Special Assistant
Deena Henkins, Water/Wastewater
Mike Menge, Director, EQ



DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES *

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY A
STATE OF ALASKA

£90>7<) 465-3867 or 465-2450 , ,
A §90 465-2029 240 Main Street, Suite 500
Mail Slop“3101 Juneau, Alaska 99801-2101

MEMORANDUM February 5, 1992

SUBJECT: Regulation of domestic wastewater systems (HB 387)

TO: Representative Jerry Mackie, Chair

House Community and Regional Affairs Committee
FROM: Teresa B. Cramef™[(Q-y

Legislative Counsel

You have asked several questions that pertain to the above referenced bill.

1. Does the Uniform Plumbing Code require state review and approval for domestic
sewage systems in single family homes and duplexes.

Under AS 18.60.705, the state has adopted the Uniform Plumbing Code, with some
exceptions. The plumbing code requires inspection by the Administrative Authority
for new construction or changes in existing sewage systems in single family homes.
(See sec. 318(a) of the Uniform Plumbing Code.) The Administrative Authority is
defined as the individual official, board, department, or agency established and
authorized by a state ... to administer and enforce the provisions of the plumbing
code. (See sec. 102(c) of the Uniform Plumbing Code.) | did not find any
requirement for approval of existing, unchanged plumbing, even if a house was being
sold.

2. Isthe Memorandum of Understanding between the Department of Environmental
Conservation and the Department of Labor, entered into in February 1983 still in
effect?

According to both Janice Adair of the Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) and Al Dwyer of the Department of Labor (DOL), the Memorandum of
Understanding was still in effect when | spoke with them on January 27 of this year.
Note that, as an agreement between two departments, it is subject to change by those
departments.

3. Will the Department of Labor have to assume the required state review if the
Department of Environmental Conservation ceases to review plumbing systems?



Representative Jerry Mackig_
February 5, 1992 2
Page 2

According to Mr. Dwyer of DOL, the department would have to assume this
responsibility. 1 found nothing in the Uniform Plumbing Code permitting the
Administrative Authority to delegate the inspection and approval function. The code
does permit the Administrative Authority to delegate the observation of tests to a
"duly appointed representative.”  (See sec. 318(a)(5) of the Uniform Plumbing
Code.) Mr. Dwyer added that DOL would rely on engineering reports furnished by
the owners of the houses in conducting their review and approval function. Mr.
Dwyer also noted that under the terms of the current collective bargaining agreement
that covers plumbing inspectors, the state is prohibited from contracting out work
that is currently performed by state employees.

4. What effect does DEC’s decision to stop approving plans for modification or new
construction of wastewater systems have on the ability of the Alaska Housing Finance
Corporation (AHFC) to make and purchase loans?

Under AS 18.56.300(a), AHFC may not make or purchase a housing loan for
residential housing constnicted after June 30, 1992, unless the unit complies with the
construction codes of the municipality or the state building codes. Both "construction
codes" and the "state building code" are defined, in subsection (d), to include the
applicable plumbing code. Under subsection (b), AHFC may not make * commit-
ment to purchase or approve a loan for residential housing constructed after June 30,
1992, until the unit has been inspected. The subsection states, in part

The inspection must be performed by a municipal building inspector
or by a person who is approved or certified to perform residential
inspections by the International Conference of Building Officials or the
International Association of Electrical Inspectors. The person who
makes the inspection shall determine whether the construction
conforms to relevant provisions of the construction codes of the
municipality or of the state building code, as applicable, at each of the
following stages of construction:

(3) completion of electrical installation, plumbing, and
framing;

It appears, therefore, that AHFC may accept inspections performed by properly
approved or certified private individuals. The cost of these inspections would
presumably be an item of negotiation between the seller and the buyer but would
increase the cost of purchasing (or decrease the profit of selling) residential housing.

If I may be of further assistance, please advise.

TC:pl
92-070.plm
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Mortgege Loen Department PQ Box 10005 AhyaQEKWGB SR
February 11, 1992 150WBenson Bvd. fou ﬁgla

Ms. Deena Henkins

Water/Wastewater

Dept, of Environmental Conservation
410 Willoughby Avenue, Suite 105
Juneau, AK 99801-1795

Dear Ms. Henkins:

As we discussed on the telephone last night, representatives of
the mortgage banking industry met this morning to review the
various information and communications which have been
distributed since February 1.

Attached is a news release from the Alaska Mortgage Bankers
Association. The proposed guidelines referred to in the fifth
paragraph of the news release are as follows:

OQur first preference is that DEC continue to perform on-lot
certifications on single family and duplex residences as it
has historically done.

If DEC proceeds with its plan to have on-lot certifications
performed by private engineers, the industry representatives
present stated they would accept certifications by engineers
on DEC"s list of trained engineers on an interim basis.

This would allow DEC time to adopt regulations to establish
a certification program for professional engineers,

including suspension and removal, or other options which
would continue state oversight, such as a contract
arrangement between the state and the engineers. Those
present agreed to the above arrangement, provided the
regulations are 1in place by April 15th.

The group further agreed that passage of legislation which clears
up the issue of authority and responsibility is necessary and
plans to continue its efforts toward that goal.

Representatives attending the meeting were from AHFC, FHA, VA,
Alaska Assn. of Realtors, Security Pacific Bank, National Bank of
Alaska, First National Bank of Anchorage and Northrim Bank.
Others not present but agreeing with the position include Key
Bank of Alaska, Northland Mortgage Company, and City Mortgage.

We look forward to an early resolution of the situation and
appreciate your interest.

Lucille Stietz
Nice President

Alaska's Most Convenient Bank



WAL 1 om
ViVt [ | I
wlLa XI "di 15=54 MBA MORTGAGE LOAN PRODUCTION P.2

ALASKA MQRTQAQE BANKERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 9-2691 / ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99509-2691

February 11, 1992

Reference: News Release of February 7, 1992 by DEC regarding
Approval of On-Lot Septic Systems.

Contact: Jon R. Boyd

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation issued a Press
Release on Feb. 7th, which stated that approval of on-lot septic systems
serving single family or duplex residences would now be done by private
engineers instead of by DEC. The Alaska Mortgage Bankers Association has
not agreed to the discontinuation of the program as was previously
reported by DEC.

House Bill 387, which was introduced by Rep. Mark Boyer, would clearly
give DEC the authority to perform the certifications, an authority which
DEC has 1in the past said it did not have. The industry believes that DEC
should continue its oversight of this important public health issue and
strongly supports passage of Boyer®s bill.

The mortgage banking industry has, since last May when DEC first
announced discontinuation of on-lot certifications, asked DEC to continue
providing oversight on single family and duplex units, as it does on 3 or
more unit properties and as it has historically done on the smaller
properties. An additional postponement of implementation of dec"s plan
was requested until the pending legislation had been addressed; however,
DEC discontinued the certifications effective February 1.

Three mortgage industry officials met with DEC on February 6th to discuss
the issue and to attempt to arrive at an acceptable resolution of the
situation. Those attending, in addition to DEC staff, were Robert
Sullivan, Intergovernmental Affairs Director, Alaska Housing Finance
Corporation; Jon R. Boyd, Executive Vice President, Key Bank of Alaska,
and Lucille Stietz, Vice President, National Bank of Alaska. The meeting
with DEC was intended to help resolve the issue quickly, to prevent delay
in closing of real estate transactions and alleviate uncertainty as to
requirements by lenders and DEC.

Mortgage lenders continue to look for a resolution which includes state
oversight. The industry preference is that DEC continue to perform
on-lot certifications as it has historically done. The industry has,
however, proposed guidelines to DEC which would meet secondary market
criteria and avoid disruption to the housing market 1f DEC proceeds with
its plan to have private engineers perform the certification. Boyd
stated, "We are lenders. It is not our intent to be an approving
authority or to certify to the training of engineers.”

Industry representatives are especially concerned about the potential for
disruption to the housing market during this time when interest rates are
their lowest since the mid 70°%s.
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DEPT.OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

Division of Environmental Quality

Water and W astewater Treatment Section-
410 Willoughby Avenue

Juneau, Alaska 99801
Phone: 465-5300
Ms. Luciil8 Stletz February 7,1992
National Bank of Alaska
P.O. Box 10-7025
Anchorage, Alaska 99510-7025

Dear Ms. Stletz:

List of Professional Engineers trained at recent workshops for On-Site
W astewater Disposal- January 1992

As you are aware, the Department conducted two one-day workshops for Professional
Engineers Involved with the design, construction, evaluation and approval of Individual
home and duplex on-site wastewater disposal systems. The workshops were held .
January 14,1992 in Anchorage and January 18,1992 In Fairbanks. Engineers who
have completed the training are considered by the Department to be trained and
competent to perform all functions related to design, construction, evaluation and
rehabilitation of On-Site Wastewater Disposal systems.

It is our intention to offer additional training opportunities for engineers In the future,
and we will keep you informed of the current group of trained engineers. The recent
workshops were the initial sessions In our new training program. Future programs will
be developed further, and will probably involve more formalized Instructional goals,
examinations and establishment of a period of validity for certifications Issued.

We have attached a list of the Professional Engineers that completed the workshops In
the recently held sessions. We would like to have your assistance In getting the word
to AMBA member banks of the engineers who successfully completed these training

workshops.

On a related subject, | am enclosing a draft ofthe "generic" approval form that we are
presently having printed. The form has been developed for the use of Professional
Engineers on Conventional On-Siie Wastewater Systems. We expect the final form will
be distributed to banks and Department field offices in approximately two weeks.
Member banks should feel free to use the draft in the Interim..

Sincerely,

GeT™nehfleld, P.E.
Domestic Wastewater Program Manager

cc: Distribution List



PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS REPORT ON CONVENTIONAL ON-SITE WASTEWATER SYSTEM
APPROVAL OF ON-SITE RESIDENTIAL WATER AND SEWER SYSTEMS

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

DEC Approval
LOT BLOCK k8UBOIV8ION OR US 8URVEV Not Raqulrad

Buyar: Soltar:

DEC Dlatrlot Offloa
AuQutimiB 'y ML*

WATER SUPPLY

A recentwater sample was tested and found to meet Department of Environmental Conservation
drinking water standards for total coliform bacteria. Results of other tests may be attached

(i.e., Nitrates, etc.).

Nam Tltla Data

WASTEWATER DISPOSAL
The domestic wastewater system was;

n inspected by a Professional Engineer who certifies that the system complies with applicable
requirement of 18 AAC 72;

ntested by a Professional Engineer who certifies that the performance of the system is satisfactory
and that on the day of inspection no non-compliance with the minimum separation distances
specified In 18 AAC 72 was observed;

n installed by a Certified Installer who certifies that the system complies with applicable requirements

of 18 AAC 72.

This approval is valid for a Dsingle family duplex unit
with a total of bedrooms.

This approval does not constitute a guarantee orwarranty of any Kind, explicit or Implied,
as to the performance ofthe water supply and wastewater disposal system.

Distribution: WHITE-BANK/LENDINQ INSTITUTION; CANARY-APPUCANT; PINK-DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
10A0# (2/D)
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February 7,1992 Contact: Joe Ferguson

APPROVAL OF ON-LOT SEPTIC SYSTEMS TO BE DONE
BY PRIVATE ENGINEERS INSTEAD OF DEC

Juneau... Private engineers Instead of State employees will eone.jci the reviews and
approvals of on-lot wastewater disposal systems needed for obtaining home mortgage
financing, according to a proposal by the Department of Environmental Conservation.
Alaska’s mortgage banking Industry has agreed to the approach.

DEC Special Assistant Janice Adair said that DEC will conduct workshops for private
engineers on how to do reviews according to wastewater disposal regulations, and the
department will continue to review on-lot systems on an as-needed basis until the
private engineers have received the instruction. Adalr added that 57 private engineers
in Alaska attended the first workshops in January.

The review and approval of septic systems is required by the mortgage industry prior
to approval of home loans, but in an efficiency move DEC discontinued its reviews for
single-family and duplex dwellings. Adair said that the department needs its staff to
work on higher-priority environmental protection projects.

"Fortunately, there Is a private sector answer to this need-the private englneers-and
we can provide the necessary training. It seems to be a workable solution all-around,"
said Adair. She said that the Alaska Mortgage Bankers Association and the Alaska
Housing Finance Corporation agreed to the new approach.

DEC will send Its list of trained engineers to bankers, and will keep the list updated.
Where no private engineer is available to conduct a review, the department will do so
until trained engineers are available. Engineers will do approvals for new systems,
Inspect existing systems, approve modifications to existing systems for convention
on-lot single family and duplex wastewater systems. DEC will maintain its current
wastewater program In other areas and continue to do approvals for other types of
systems.



During the transition to the use of private engineers, buyers or sellers of homes
experiencing problems with a mortgage loan because of a septic system review should

contact a local DEC office for Information.

For further information, contact Deena Henkins, DEC in Juneau, 465-5300.

##H#



Background on Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
On-Site Wastewater Disposal System Certification Program

House Bill 387- Seventeenth Alaska Legislature Date: January 23, 1992
Prepared for House Community and Regional Affairs Committee

The Department of Environmental Conservation reviews and approves engineered
plans for modification of existing or new construction of wastewater systems as
required by 18 AAC 72.210 Domestic Wastewater System Plan Review.

Exception: Plan approval is not required for conventional on-site wastewater system
serving a single-family or duplex residence. This exception does not apply to systems
that require waiver of separation distance from water.

The Current Situation: Aprovals of these systems by the Department is not required
by regulation. It has been conducted at the request cf the Banks and Real Estate
industries. The program has required 8.9 FTE's and a budget of $536,000 (FY 91). In
FY 91 the Department approved about 2,400 on-site wastewater systems. Of these,
approximately 1,300 systems were conventional and would be affected by the
proposed private sector assumption.

Proposed Reduction: The Department is planning to have private sector engineers
review conventional on-site wastewater systems for single-family and duplexes and
their evaluation would be given directly to the bank. A phased transition has been
proceeding in FY 92, and should be completed by February 1992. The reduction of
program responsibilities not required by regulations is necessary to make use of our
limited resources in other important public health and environmental protection areas.

Other program activities are proposed to continue. These include engineering plan
approval of all non-conventional systems, or systems which require separation
distance waivers. Also, filing and maintaining archival records of previous on-site
system approvals. The Department offers training statewide for Certified Wastewater
Installers, and maintains a list of contractors who have met the requirements.

Activities'to Date: In support of the proposed reduction in single-family and duplex
approvals the Department testified at House and Senate Finance Committee Hearings
on our FY 92 Budget Request. We have also notified the Banking and Real Estate
industry, and the Professional Engineering community of the planned change. A series
of meetings were held with these groups to identify concerns, and to provide for an
orderly transition. Training was presented to Engineers in Anchorage and Fairbanks.
A form has been prepared for the use of the industry in substituting Professional
Engineer approval for the Departments approval.

Situation in Other States: Alaska is unique in having a state agency involved with the
on-site wastewater system approvals. In most other states, the local government or
county health departments provide this service. The state usually is only involved as
far as establishing minimum criteria.



Sec. 18.60.690. Nonapplicability to certain activities. AS
18.60.670 — 18.60.695 do not apply to

(1) activities relating to high voltage overhead conductors or their
supporting structures conducted by persons authorized by the operator
or owner of high voltage overhead conductors or their supporting
structures;

(2) work done on telephone or communication circuits or their sup-
porting structures;

(3) the operation or maintenance of equipment traveling or moving
upon fixed rails of a railroad; or

(4) emergency situations in which life is endangered. (§ 1 ch 83
SLA 1972)

Revisor's notes. — Enacted as AS
4220038, Renumbered in 1972

Sec. 18.60.695. Definitions. In AS 18.60.670 — 18.60.695

(L) "high voltage” means a voltage in excess of 750 volts between
conductors or between any single conductor and the ground;

(2) "overhead lines or overhead conductors” means all bare or insu-
lated electrical conductors installed aboveground exceptthose that are
deenergized and grounded or enclosed in iron pipe or other metal
covering of equal strength. (§ 1 ch 83 SLA 1972)

Revisor's notes. — Enacted as AS
4220039. Renumbered in 1972

Article 8. Plumbing Code.

Section Section _
705 Plumbing% code 125, Enforcement of compliance
710. Duties of the department 730. Penalty for violations
715. Administration 735, Borough or city regulation
720. Cost of permits 740. Definifions

Collateral references. — 13 Am. Jur. 39A C.J.S., Health and Environment,
2d, Buildings, § 29. § 28-32

Sec. 18.60.705. Plumbing code, (a) The following publications are
adopted as the minimum plumbing code for the state:

(1) chapters 1 — 13 of Part Il and the appendices ofthe 1991 edition
ofthe Uniform Plumbing Code, published by the International Associ-

275



S 18.60.710 Alaska Statutes § 18.60.710

ation of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials and adopted at the 61st
annual conference, September 1990;

(2) the 1991 edition of the Uniform Swimming Pool, Spa, and Hot
Tub Code, published by the International Association of Plumbing
and Mechanical Officials and adopted at the 61st annual conference,
September 1990, but excluding Part I, Administration, pages xiii —
xxi; and

(3) the 1991 edition of the Uniform Solar Energy Code, published
by the International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical 0ffi-
cials and adopted at the September 1990 annual conference, but ex-
cluding Part I, Administration, pages xv — xxii.

(b) Notw ithstanding (a) of this section, the use of a pipe or pipe
fitting containing more than 8.0 percent lead, or of solder or flux
containing more than 0.2 percent lead in the installation or repair ofa
public water system or in the installation or repair of plumbing of a
residential or nonresidential facility that provides water for human
consumption is prohibited. This subsection does not apply to the use of
leaded joints necessary to repair cast iron pipe. (§ 1ch 15 SLA 1972;
am § 1ch 88 SLA 1980;am § 1ch 101 SLA 1988;am § 3 ch 29 SLA
1991)

Revisor's notes. — Enacted as AS The 1991 amendment, effective June
1860.680. Renumbered in 1972 12 1991 rewrote subsection ().

Cross references. — For certificates of  ~ Editor's notes. — Section 3. ch. 101
fitness required to perform worksubJec to SLA 1988 provides that (b) of this section
this_section, see AS 1862010 "applies to the installation or repair of a

Effect of amendments. — The 1983 .
amendment, effective June 5, 1983, added \tﬂé?t?]ruﬁ%mm ‘”Sg'umb'”g begun on or af

subsection (b).

Sec. 18.60.710. Duties of the department. The department is re-
sponsible for the administration of the code. The department may
adopt regulations designed for maximum practical implementation of
the code, and may grant exceptions from specific code provisions,
where distance or other factors make implementation impractical.
Specific consideration shall be given to outlying villages and sparsely
populated areas to ensure that AS 18.60.705 — 18.60.740 will not
impose an undue financial burden. The department may by regulation
designate appropriate inspection to a public or private utility com -
pany. A company so designated may refuse utility connections if an
installation does not meet the requirements of this code. (§ 1 ch 15
SLA 1972)

Revisor's notes. — Enacted as AS
1860.690. Renumbered in 1972



uoted in State v. Anderson, 749 P.2d
2 (Alaska 1989).

Sec. 46.03.100. Waste disposal permit, (a) A person who con-
ducts an operation that results in the disposal of solid or liquid waste
material or heated process or cooling water into the waters or onto the
land of the state shall procure a permit from the department before
disposing ofthe waste material or water. The permit shall be obtained
for direct disposal and for disposal into publicly operated sewerage
systems.

(b) A permit for disposal of a hazardous waste may not be issued
under this section unless the applicant for the permit has furnished
proofto the commissioner of financial ability to control the hazardous
waste. Proof of financial responsibility may be demonstrated by self-
insurance, insurance, surety, or guarantee, under regulations adopted
by the department. Acceptance of proof of financial responsibility un-
der this subsection expires

(1) one year from its issuance for self-insurance;

(2) on the effective date ofa change in the surety bond, guarantee,
or insurance agreement; or

(3) on the expiration or cancellation of the surety bond, guarantee,
or insurance agreement.

(c) This section does not apply to a person discharging only domes-
tic sewage into a sewerage system.

(d) This section does not apply to injection projects permitted under
AS 31.05.030(h).

(e) A person who applies for a solid waste permit under this section
shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the commissioner that the
applicant has reasonably considered all solid waste management op-
tions and that the permit would be consistent with, the practices and
priorities established under AS 46.06.021. (§ 3 ch 120 SLA 1971; am
8§ 3ch 220 SLA 1976; am 8§ 9ch 93 SLA 1981; am 8§ 4 ch 91 SLA 1984;
am § 3 ch 88 SLA 1990)

Revisor's notes. — Subsections (b) and ~ wetlands, estue'ies, and inland and
&c) were formerl&(g) and (b), respectively.  coastal marshes ; iodically inundated by
elettered in 1987. discernible bodies of fresh or salt water
Cross references. — For further re- upland from the mean high tide line to the
quirements for persons submitting proof  extent of the aquatic or salt water vegeta-
%fflrglan0|a§3%b|llty under this section, see  tion line. November 13 1975 Op. Att'y

.03.833. Gen.
Effect of amendments. — The 1990  Dredge or fill activities in coastal and
amendment added subsection (e?. . fresh water wetlands shoreward to the
Opinions ofattorne?{ general. — This  aquatic vegetation line do result in the
section confers upon the” Department of d|sFosa| of'solid waste material into the
Environmental Conservation permit au-  waters of the state within the meaning of
thority over dredge or fill activities, in- this section and thus, to the extent that
cluding residential subdivisions, within  these activities are of a commercial or in-

n



Excerpts from 18 AAC 72.210
Alaska Wastewater Disposal Regulations

18 AAC 72.210. APPLICATION FOR DEPARTMENT APPROVAL,
(a) Subject to (b) and (d) of this section, a person must have written
department approval to construct, install, modify, or operate any part of a
domestic wastewater treatment, collection, or disposal system, and must
ensure that the system me o

(b) Subject to the requirements of Table E, plan approval under this
chapter is not required for a conventional onsite soil absorption system
serving a single-family or duplex residence, if that system meets the

requirements of this chapter.

TAHLE K

REQUIREMENTS FOR SUIIMISSION OF I'|ANS, REVISIONS TO I'|ANS,
ANI) CERTIFICATION OF CONSTRUCTION

R¥ij»Irtmtnl5 fur Submission Rnjuirmirnls fur.
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Facility T)-p« 'lan Preparation Rcijulmncnls uf Revisions to I'lnns
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(20) "conventional soil absorption system’ means a soil
absorption system of typical trench, bed, or seepage pit design as described
by 18 AAC 72.950(12) and (15), using natural subsurface undisturbed soils
for the treatment media, or any soil absorption system with the same
characteristics;

»

(77) "soil absorption system™ means a surface or subsurface
system using soil for the treatment and disposal of effluent from a domestic
wastewater treatment works; "soil absorption system" includes a filtering
field, leaching field, seepage bed, or seepage pit, but does not include a
cesspool;
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On-Lot W astew ater System Certification Process
(Currenl and Proposed Procedures)



On-Lot W astew ater System Certification Process
(No Proposed Changes)

Existing or New Wastewater Systems, Requiring New Systems, Larger than Duplex and/or
Separation Distance Waiver Noil-Conventional



RECEIVED FEB 18 ®

February 13, 1992

Representative Cliff Davidson
Alaska House of Representatives
State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Davidson:

The Alaska Association of REALTORS (AAR) supports in part
the position of the Alaska Mortgage Bankers Association
(AMBA) concerning the on-site certification of well and
septic systems.

AAR supports DEC proceeding with their plan of private
professional engineers performing the certification process.
AAR urges the Department of Environmental Conservation
to proceed as soon as possible with the request to adopt
regulations concerning the certification program of
professional engineers, and have these regulations 1in place
by April 15, 1992.

AAR seeks DEC*S support in passing H.B. 387 by Representative
Boyer of Fairbanks; this bill 1is necessary for stability
of the home 1loan process Tfor the general public. It takes
the vyearly politics out of a process in which politics
do not belong.

Respectfully,

Glenda Feeken
Member, Alaska Association of REALTORS

of the peninsula
100 trading bay rdM suite 6
m -, kenai, alaska 99611
Phone: (907) 283-5888
| tKh offia Indgoandently ownad and graralad



Representative Cliff Davidson
Alaska House of Representatives
State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Davidson:

The Alaska Association of REALTORS (AAR) supports 1in part
the position of the Alaska Mortgage Bankers Association
(AMBA) concerning the on-site certification of well and
septic systems.

AAR supports DEC proceeding with their plan of private
professional engineers performing the certification process.
AAR urges the Department of Environmental Conservation
to proceed as .soon as .possible with .the request to adopt
regulations concerning the certification program of
professional engineers, and have these regulations 1in place
by April 15, 1992.

AAR seeks DEC®"s support in passing H.B. 387 by Representative
Boyer of Fairbanks; this bill 1is necessary for stability
of the home 1loan process for the general public. It takes
the vyearly politics out of a process in which politics
do not belong.

Dave Feeken
Member, Alaska Association of REALTORS

w /m uf thie penmnsula
mn troHinn uay sulte 6

) 99611

283-5888

office Independently owned end opereted
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS the suspension of On-Lot Well and Septic Certifications
the State of Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
currently being considered, and,

WHEREAS the Building Industry Association of Anchorage has grave
concerns regarding the withdrawal of state oversight on an issue

which is clearly related to the health and safety of Alaskans,

whereas it seems inappropriate to place the responsibility
health standards in the hands of private enterprise when

expertise to ensure compliance is currently in place in the 3tate

system, and

whereas the state does not have to fund this program when users

a fee for the inspections so the program is not cost prohibitive,

THEREFORE BE XT RESOLVED that the current approval system using

State of Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation for on-lot
well and septic certifications is the most economical and efficient
means of addressing this health and safety issue in home ownership.

Dated: This 16th day of January 1992.

Rol:

Prt

Building Industry Association of Anchorage, Inc.
7801 Schoon, Unit A « Anchorage, Alaska 90518 « (907) 522-3605
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A la s k a U S A
Federal Credit Union

January 21,1992

Representative Mark Boyer
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Boyer:

Re: DEC On-site Certification
House Bill 3B7

Please consider this letter as Alaska USA's support for the passage of House Bill 387.

Based on numerous meetings that the mortgage lending community has had with the Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC), we feel that the review and approval of on-site well and septie
systems should be performed by qualified personnel in the DEC’S office. Mortgage lenders lack the

expertise required to interpret engineers’ reports on the performance of well and septic systems.
Consequently, to confirm the adequacy of such systems, DEC's review and approval should be

required.

We appreciate your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Loi
FirstSenior Vice President

P.0. Box 196613 = Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6613 < (907)563-4567
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> ALASKA STATE

homebuilders association

RESOLUTION

currently being considered, and,

WHEREAS the Alaska State Homebuilders Association has grave
concerns regarding the withdrawal of state oversight on an issue
which is clearly related to the health and safety of Alaskans, and,

WHEREAS 1t seems inappropriate to place the responsibility for
health standards in the hands of private enterprise when the
expertise to ensure compliance is currently in place in the state
system, and,

WHEREAS the state does not have to fund this program when users pay
a fee for the inspections so the program is not cost prohibitive,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the current approval system using the
State of Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation for on-lot

well and septic certifications is the most economical and efficient
means of addressing this health and safety issue iIn home ownership.

Dated: This 8th day of January 1992.

Ste Jean B
President secretary

7801 SCHOON STREET, UNIT E « ANCHORAGE, ALAKSA 99518 « (907) 522-3605



DePMLI 5TATE BMHK

110 N. Cushman Straw « (907) 468-1MO « FAX (807) 486-2140 « P.O. Box 74668 « Fairbanks Alaska 89707-4568

January 15, 1992

Representative Hark Boyer

Alaska House of Representatives

Juneau, AK

Sent VIA FAX - 465-3841

RE; HB 387

Dear Representative Boyer:

Thank you for introducing the above referenced bill. This bill is supported
by myself as President of Denali State Bank and by the Alaska Bankers
Association of which 1 am the current President.

Your efforts in seeking the passage of this bill, which will continue to

assist the financial institutions in originating mortgage loans on
residential properties, is sincerely appreciated. Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Gary Rot”/
President and Chief Executive Officer

GR/Dbf
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A | a S k /\ /\ ' 520 East 34th Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99503
(907) 561-1900

H ousing PO. Box 101020
FINANCE CORPORATION Anchorage, AK 99510

MEMORANDUM

DATE: September 9, 1991
TO: Bob Sullivan ) N
Intergovernmental-, Director
FROM: Kay
MortgageOpcrano: )irector
RE: DEC Certifications

As you know, Commissioner Sandor continues to push toward elimination of DECs
certification of wells and septics serving one and two family dwellings. Rumor has it that
this action is being triggered by Governor Hickel’s office. While you are in Juneau later this
month, would you please talk with the Governor or members of his staff to fiicnKs
alternatives to DECs reduction of services.

Areas of concern include:
0 Health and Safety issues are ignored by the State for small residential properties.

0 Quality of engineer’s and certified installer’s reports is suspect Statistics provided
by DEC show a statewide return rate of 31% and decline rate of 12%.

0 Increased lender liability as well as processing delays and added expense are
expected.
0 Lack of expertise in identifying non-conventional systems and/or soils deficiencies.

Per DEC, the engineers and lenders do not have the knowledge accumulated over
the years by DEC staff.

0 Many DEC requirements are based on staff experience not published guidelines.
0 Cost is easily absorbed by User Fees.

Please find attached recent correspondence to and from Commissioner Sandor and Dick
Famell, DECs Wastewater Program Manager.

Please contact me if | can be of further assistance.

Ikay\kay9102
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Department of Veterans A ffairs
Regional Office and Outpatient Clinic
23S East 8th Avenue
Anchorage AK 99501

February 13, 1992
In Reply R®Fr To: 363/26 -

John A. Sandor, Commissioner

Department of Environmental Conservation
P.0. Box O

Juneau, Alaska 99811-1800

Dear Commissioner Sandor:

VA policy requires that when individual water and sewerage systems are
contemplated, each must comply in all respects with the health authority
regulations for the respective localities.

VA supports any efforts to ensure that such syateraa are Subject to
extremely careful study and investigation to assure against possible later
deficiencies.

Passage of HB 387 seems essential to remove any concern about DEC"a
authority to regulate this important public policy function. Your support
of Representative Boyer"s HB 387 will alleviate the authority issue raised
during the past years.

Sincerely,

Edward Hull
Loan Guaranty Officer



FEB 1 '91 19:14 (IBn MORTGhGE LOnN PROBUCTIOM

BUILDERS

February 12, 1992

john A Sandor, Commissioner
eértm nt of Environmental Conservation

Juneau, Alaska 99811-1800

Dear Commlssmner Sandor; t

enal Penlnsulfa Bu%ders Association T T Uests (She continuation of DEC overm%t of
on-lot certl fions L1nt| suc %Prne that building Indutgry regrese[}tatlves have h
opportunlt to e Involved In esta smg re u?uons overmng the certification J)ro ram.
BISC neern that unr guate COSTS from f vate Industry will ma eﬁ wnershi rﬁ
&558 6 ull ers1 ave optained price quotes from private engineers that range fro

k00 or on-ot cgrtldcan%]s i & 1o th Fb 71900 N

enal Peninsula Builders Association responds o e ebrua ews
Releasemlc stated, "A a|r sald t tthedp epar entpn d%lts staff to work on h| as?<ra 119 z%

nwronmen |“ 0 € a5k, W at Issue could OSSI e more Important to A
the safety O?JBJ berlntl%ng water? P P

Sincerely,

Box 1753 + Kenai, Alaska 99611 « (907) 776-5719

«



spf] (

rcD iw ,icn i.vr *eritau U.°HL 1 fre="t0". i 101l ™

FEB 12 '92 17?:24 ANCH BD OF REALTORS 419 PO1

ALASKA ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS, INC?
741 S lum * street, Suit* 100 = Anchor*®, Alaska 93403

Talaphon* 907.543-7133
REALTOR ®
P, -j=
Po*Wtmbrand lax transmrtlal memo 7571 *ofpum > L
DATE: February 12, 1992 Turr
M&A -
Out-
TO: Board Presidents
Fa*!!
Executive O fficers ™ o* A3 4 1A .

Board Legislative Chairmen

FROM: Dave Feeken, Chairman

P olitical A ffairs Com mittee

(ALTOATIN

The Legislative and Political Affairs Committees of the Alaska Association of

REALTORS® wurge all members to <contact their elected officials and! the
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) <concerning the onfsite
certification process of .well/lseptic systems. The Alaska Association of

REALTORS® supports DEC’'S plan to privatize the approval process of "standard"

single v* , N'e x on-site well/lseptic systems. Furthermore, we urge; DEC

to adopt regulations governing the engineer certification process by Aprill 15,

1992. i

1. Adoption of the DEC plan w ill save the Department funds in administering what
all of us know 1s practically arubber-stamp process now. o |

2. Adoption of the DEC plan w ill shorten the period of time for closing, as there
w ill no longer be any DEC delays. i

3. DEC w ill continue to approve "designated systems."
Privatization w ill allow for com petition and the marketplace w ill set the fees.

AAR members are also urged to ask their legislators to pass H.B. 387, w]lhich
mandates DEC Issue written approval of single family and duplexes. This w ill jtake
the certification process out of the political arena, at last. This bill does not
affect the issue of private engineers approving "standard systems," as DEC can
certify engineers through regulation.

.Tll ORAtmP* , o >e
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UEt77* BUILDERS
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ce Steve Bell, Pre dent Alaska State Home Builders Association
gum eS 'tﬁ ash Mortgage Bankers Assoclation
enator Paul Fische
Representatjve Iv||ke Navarre
Representative_Jim Zawacki
Senator Steve Fran
EREENEL b
epresentatve &ﬁ r)( ngs
%e resentative Betﬁye Davis
Representative R h dF o?ter
Qe resentative Jo n Gonzales
e resentat|ve Larry Baker
e resentative Ron aﬁ?
Representative Gall Phillips
Paul Fuhs, Office of the Governor
Kurt Parkan




ALASKA MORTGAGE BANKERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 9-2691 / ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99509-2691

PoA Xm M tTTAL MEMO
CEPTi Rt gﬁi
FRQM RHENC,

FAX# _

January 23, 1992

Representative Mark Boyer
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Bayer:

The Alaska Mortgage Bankers Association strongly supports the
passage of CHSB 387.

The bill would provide for continuation of oversight by DEC of
on-site systems, a service which DEC has historically
performed.

Owners of one and two family units are currently the only
homeowners not covered by DEC oversight by state statute; this
bill would place these homeowners on an equal footing with
other property owners.

There should be no financial effect on DEC, as user fees can
be charged for the service.

IT we can provide any information, please.feel free to contact
us.

Attachment: Membership List



Arctic Mortgage Insurance Co.
P.O. Box 23-0008
Anchorage, Alaska

Doug Green

99523
349-5641

Credco of Alaska

3225 E. International
Suite 200
Anchorage,
Henri M. Roos

Airport Rd,

Alaska 99518
561-7333

Credit Bureau of Alaska
3003 Minnesota, Suite 300
Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7537

Brenda S. Reynolds 279-5689
HUD
222 W. 8th Ave. , Suite 64
Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7537
James Snyder 271-4375
Land Title Co.
1001 E. Benson Blvd.
Anchorage, Alaska 99508-4256
Jodi Clarke 563-5263

Mortgage Guaranty Insurance Corp.
1500 W. Benson Blvd., Suite 500
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Tom Ster 274-6442

Sally Tower 274-6442

Jerry Tibor 274-6442

Pacific Rim Title Co.
307 E. Northern Lights Blvd.

Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Julie Korting 274-2562
Pat Kennedy 274-2562

Security Title & Trust Co.

3333 Denali St., Suite 100
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Bob Stumpff 276-0909
Larry Moss 276-0909
Pamela Blank 276-0909
Stewart Title Co. of Alaska
510 W. Tudor Rd., suite 1
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Art Eash 561-5122

July 1991

Transalaska Title Co.

400 W. Tudor Rd.
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
561-1844
Veterans Administration
2352 8th Ave.
Anchorage, Alaska 99513
Curtis Brantley 271-2222

AK, State Housing Auth.

624 W.Int"1 Airport Rd.

Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Ann Marie Lindboe 562-2813



First tional Bank
B\fﬂnc Orage

Representative Mark. Boyer

The First National Bank of Anchorage would like to briefly describe our concerns
regarding the possible suspension of on-lot well and septic approvals by DEC.

They are as follows!

1. Lenders would be expected to rely on reports completed by certified installers
and engineers who have already demonstrated a 31% return rate by DEC on their
reports. The rate of return in Anchorage alone was 75%. Please refer to Dick
Farnells letter dated August 21, 1991, a copy of which is attached.

2. We have been also advised by Dick Farnell in his letter of the following:

- A working knowledge of on-lot spectic systems 1is required of reviewers to
adequately review certifications and reports.

- Not all installersor engineers would know of the existence of special
conditions, some of which may not be readily identifiable from cursory soil
examinations, and would require experience with the local soils.

3. DEC has indicated they currently have a library of information available
concerning soil conditions around the state and have suggested lenders submit
copies of the reports received from engineers and installers to DEC so they
can continue to update their library. As it is unclear how this procedure
would be enforced, it is felt that this procedure would go by the wayside
which would render this library obsolete in no time.

Although there are many qualified engineers and installers in Alaska, it appears
as though lenders would ultimately be responsible, for reviewing the reports
submitted to determine whether they are accurate and complete. I think we can all
agree that lenders do not have this type of expertise and to leave this to chance
would do a great injustice to the public.

The First National Bank of Anchorage would like to thank you for introducing House
Bill No. 387, which appears to address the problem.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please feel free to contact me
at 265-3566.

Sincerely,

*Vrce President
Investor Lending Production Division

LRP/ph

646 We« 4th Avenue # P.O. Bo* 100720 e Anchorage, Alaska 99510-0720



REGULAR MEMBERS

Alaska Housing Finance Corp.
P.0. Box 101020

Anchorage, Alaska 99510
Paul Kapansky 561-1900

Bob Sullivan 561-1900

Alaska USA Federal Credit Union
P.0. Box 196613

Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6613
Susan Taylor 786-2570

Carol Anderson 786-2777

Loran Skinner 786-2747

City Mortgage Corp.

405 West 36th Ave., Suite 100
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Roger Aldrich 563-0700
Julie North 563-0700
Mary Lee Hillier 563-0700

Federal National Mortgage Assoc.
3301 C. Street, Suite 510
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Collis Bearden 561-0828
Kathleen Petty 561-0828

Fireman®s Fund Mortgage Corp.
2600 Denali Street, Suite 102
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Karla Vanderbee 278-5151

First National Bank of Anchorage
P.0. Box 100720

Anchorage, Alaska 99510-0720
Betty Knipp 265-3450
Lily Payton 265-3566
Carole Johnson 265-3458
Lynn Johnson 265-3447

GMAC Mortgage

460 W. Tudor Road
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Mina 0"Dell 562-2181

Key Bank of Alaska
P.0. Box 100420

Anchorage, Alaska 99510-0420
Randy Boyd 564-0210
Kay Murphy 564-0335

Key Pacific Mortgage
P.O. Box 103016
Anchorage, Alaska 99510
Patrick Juul 564-0346

(under r.ew By-Law"s)

National Bank of Alaska

P.0. Box 107025 =

Anchorage, Alaska 99510-7025
Pat Ledbetter 257-3440
Lucille Stietz 257-3442
Cheryl Henry 257-3301

Northland Mortgage

2605 Denali, Suite 100
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Jan Sheperd 274-5150 - -

Northrim Bank
3111 c street
Anchorage, Alaska 99524
Paula Cranmer 562-0062
Debbie Green 562-0062

Security Pacific Bank Alaska
P.0. Box 107007

Anchorage, Alaska 99510-7007
Theresa Wolf 276-8080

State of Alaska

DCRA-HAD

949 E. 36th, Suite 410
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Hank Hodge 561-0900
Duane Wise 561-0900
July 1991



MOUSING

SEP,2.31139H'
KESAI PENINSULA COR?*
BUILDERS
. ASSOCIATION RECEIVED

X

Gffics of the Commilsijfcer

Dsoartment of Environmental Conservation
vjcr.n Sanoor, Commissioner

P.O. Box 0

junsau, Alaska 9981 1-1 £00

Dear Sir:

The kenai Peninsula Buiioers Association wisnes to express our concern regarding tna pending
suspension of On-Lot Well and Septic Certifications by the State of Alaska Department of
Environmental Conservation. Please find tne enclosed Resolution in support of our position.

Members of our organization have expressed a numper of concerns regarding the withdraw! of
state oversight on an issue of Alaskan health ano safety wnich include tne increased liapility for

those involved In the home building industry and the possiDle delays and increased costs to
homeowners.

The Kenai Peninsula Builders Association would support changes in the state statute which would

allow tna Department of Environmental Conservation to continue providing this important
service.

We recognize a definate need for standardized forms and language, and would respectfully
suggest DEC publish a uniform set of guidelines for use by those involved In our industry.

Members of the kenai Peninsula Builders Association would be available to discuss this matter
witn you at your convenience.

. \>) .
Sincerely, |

Patricia Vincent
Executive Officer

cc WalterJ.Hickel, Governor

Lucille Stletz, President, Alaska Mortgage Bankers Association
Kay Murphy, Vice President, Alaska Mortgage Bankers Association
StevaBurnett, President, Alaska State Home Builders Association

Bob Sullivan, Intergovernmental Affairs Director, Alaska Houslna Finance Corporation
Representative 6ail Phillips

Representative Mike Navarre
Senator Paul Fischer

Box 1753 ¢ Kenai, Alaska 99611 « ' (907) 776-5719



State of Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation is currently

being considered, and,

WHEREAS tne Kenai Peninsula Builders Association has grave concerns
regarding tne withdraw I of state oversight on an issue which is clearly

elated to tne health and safety of Alaskans, and,

WHEREAS it seems inappropriate to place the responsibility for health
standards in the hands of private enterprise when the expertise to ensure

compliance is currently in place in the state system,

THEREFORE, the Kenai Peninsula Builders Association resolves that the
current approval system as It exists today is the most economical and
efficient means to address health and safety issues in home ownership.

i *

Dated: This 17th day of September, 1991



SECURITY PACIFIC BANK ALASKA, N.A.

MORTGAGE LOAN SERVICING, AK-210

3841 West Dimond Boulevard, RO, Box 107007, Anchorage, AK 99510-7007
(907) 276-8080 « Fax: (907) 266-7427

February 3, 1992

To; Representative Mark Boyer
State Capital
Juneau, AK 99801
Fax 465-3841

From: Security Pacific Bank Alaska
Theresa Wolf

RE: DEC on-site certifications

Security Pacific Bank Alaska is very concerned if DEC discontinues
it's on-lot certifications. This will put more liability on the
lenders and engineers. Engineers will most likely raise their prices
to accommodate the additional liability placed on then. This will
result in higher costs to the home buyers and lenders will be taking
a greater risk 1in 1interpreting the engineers report. We are not

engineers and do not have engineers on staff. Therefore, we support
House Bill 387,
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BELUGA

REALTY

(907) 283*7473
FAX
(907) 283-7200

MEMO

February 13, 1992

Representative Jerry .Mackie 465-2299

Beluga Realty

Bill H3 387
The Alaska Association of REALTORS® (AAR) supports in part the position
of the Alaska Mortgage Bankers Association (AMBA) concerning the on—
site certification of well and septic systems.
AAR supports DEC proceeding with their plan of private professional
engineer performing the certification process, AAR urges the
Department of Environmental Conservation to proceed as soon as
possible with the request to adopt regulations concerning the
certification program of professional engineers, and have these
regulations in place by April 15, 1992.
AAR seeks DEC"s support in passing HB 387 by Representative Boyer
of Fairbanks, this bill 1is necessary for stability of the home loan
process for the general public. It takes the yearly politics out
of a process in which politics do not belong.

Respectfully,

Sandra Benaon, Member, Alaska Association of REALTORS®

Dee Timlin, Member, Alaska Association of REALTORS®

Luella Yezierski, Member, Alaska Aasociation of REALTORS®
Art"Voodward, .Member, Alaska Association of REALTORS®
Phyllis Hildebrandt, Member, Alaska Association of REALTORS®

Sheryl Froiich, Member, Alaska Association of REALTORS®

1



The Kenai Peninsula Builders Association urges your support of House Bill
387.

There is a definate concern on the part of our members that the withdrawl
of State oversight by the Department of Environmental Conservation will
increase liability for those involved in the home building Industry and
increase costs to the homeowner. We feel that the State of Alaska should
continue to be involved in an issue of public health and safety.

Box 1753 e« Kenai, Alaska 99611 « (907) 776-5719
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