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A  R E S O L U T I O N  OF T H E  C I T Y  C O U N C I L  OF THE C I T Y  OF H O U S T O N ,  A L A S K A ,  
IN S U P P O R T  OF S E N A T E  B I L L  1, A  B I L L  R E L A T I N G  TO T H E  A L A S K A  
A M A T E U R  SPORTS.

W H E R E A S ,  the C i t y  C o u n c i l  of the C i t y  of H o u s t o n  r e a l i z e s  the 
n e e d  f o r  a m a t e u r  s p o r t s  , and;

W H E R E A S ,  the C i t y  C o u n c i l  
at t h i s  ti m e  t h e r e  is 
f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  and;

of the C i t y  of H o u s t o n  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  
no o r g a n i z e d  s u p p o r t  from the s t a t e  or

W H E R E A S ,  S e n a t e  B i l l  1 w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  an a u t h o r i t y  for the 
p r o m o t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of a m a t e u r  sports, the p l a n n i n g ,  
m a n a g i n g  and c o n s t r u c t i n g  of a m a t e u r  s p o r t s  t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
a n d  the d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  p r o m o t i n g  of a m a t e u r  s p o r t s  e v e n t s  t h a t  
w i l l  g e n e r a t e  i n c o m e  in the state, and;

W H E R E A S ,  the C i t y  C o u n c i l  of t h e  C i t y  of H o u s t o n  is a w a r e  t h a t  
t h e r e  are m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h i n  the M a t a n u s k a -  
S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  w h i c h  are p r o m o t i n g  a m a t e u r  s p o r t s  e s p e c i a l l y  
f o r  the c h i l d r e n  of t h i s  area, and;

’WHE R E A S ,  the C i t y  C o u n c i l  of the C i t y  of H o u s t o n  f e e l s  t h a t  t h i s  
b i l l  w i l l  h e l p  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  in t h e i r  e n d e a v o r s  to c o n t i n u e  
p r o m o t i n g  t h e s e  a m a t e u r  sports.

NOW, T H E R E F O R E  BE IT R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the H o u s t o n  C i t y  C o u n c i l  
u r g e s  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  to p a s s  S e n a t e  B i l l  1.

A D O P T E D  B Y  a d u l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  q u o r u m  of the C i t y  C o u n c i l  of 
H o u s t o n ,  A l a s k a  t h i s  d av  of A  ._____________ 1989.

A T T E S T i
m a y o £

C I T Y  C L E R K
P.O. BOX 940027 • HOUSTON, ALASKA 99694 • 892-6869

V

HOUSTON, ALASKA 
A BICENTENNIAL COMMUNITY
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T h e  Hon. T i m  K e l l y  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P.O. B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  Ak. 9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Ke l l y ,

Y o u  a s k e d  w h e t h e r  the f i n a n c i n g  o f  s p o r t s  f a c i l i t i e s  b y  
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t h r o u g h  the B o n d  B a n k  A u t h o r i t y  w o u l d  be 
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the B o n d  B a n k ' s  c h a r t e r .

T he s h o r t  a n s w e r  is yes, it w o u l d  be c o n s i s t e n t .

A s  y o u  are aw a r e ,  o n l y  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  c a n  a p p l y  for d e b t  
f i n a n c i n g  t h r o u g h  the B o n d  B a n k .  T h e  e l i g i b l e  p u r p o s e s ,  
in o r d e r  of  p r i o r i t y  are: s c h o o l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  fi r e  p r o t e c t i o n  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  f a c i l i t i e s  
p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,

S p o r t s  f a c i l i t i e s  w o u l d  l i k e l y  be  a p p l i e d  for u n d e r  the g e n e r a l  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  " o t h e r  c a p i t a l  improvements'.'v

I h o p e  t h i s  is h e l p f u l .
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STATE OF ALASKA 
1989 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

REQUEST:

. ./’v- ■" ■■ - 0 $  ,

S f l t  . I p  ■

BILL VERSIQN:I4CS for SB No.l _________
PUBLISH DATE: 

FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date:Apr1l 21 . 1989_____________
T1tle:An Act relating to Alaska Amateur
sports fund: powers of Ak. Ind. Dev____
Sponsor:Kelly, Fisher, and Kerttula 
Requestor :RuJ_es______________________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

Agency Affected:Department of Revenue 
BRU:Alaska Municipal Bond Bank _

Components: Operating

OPERATING
I

I.
| PERSONAL SERVICES 
| TRAVEL 
| CONTRACTUAL 
| SUPPLIES 
| EQUIPMENT 

| LANDS & STRUCTURES 
| GRANTS, CLAIMS 
| MISCELLANEOUS

I.

I FY 89 I FY 90 I FY 91 I FY 92 I FY 93 I FY 94

I

TOTAL OPERATING

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

I 0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

I 0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

CAPITAL

I. REVENUE

FUNOING: (Thousands of Dollars)
r GENLRAL lUNI) ------------- T
| FEDERAL FUNDS |
| OTHER |
I TOTAL______________________________ |

POSITIONS:

T
0
0

0

IT
0
0
0

0

0
0
0

0

0
0
0

0

0
0
0

| FULL-TIME 

| PART-TIME 
I TEMPORARY

0

0
0

0

0
0

0

0
0

0

0
0

0

0
0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page 1f necessary)

Prepared By: Judy Braov
Division: Municipal Bond Bank I Phone: 274-7366

Approved by Commissioner: Hugh Malone 
Agency: Department of Revenue__________

/-»/£

Date: April 21. 1989 

Date: April 21. 1989

Distribution (by preparer): 
Legislative Finance 

Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor

Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

ir 
o 
o 
o

o
o
o

page o f
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CHAIRMAN:
Perry Eaton

BOARD MEMBERS: 
Wlnthrop Hovey 
David Hoffman 
Hugh Malone 
Anthony Smith

601 W E S T  FIFTH AVENUE 
SUITE 430 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501 
(907) 274-7366 

FAX (907) 276-1691

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 
Judith Brady

ALASKA MUNICIPAL BOND BANK AUTHORITY

April 21, 1989

The Hon. Tim Kelly 
Alaska State Senate 
P.O.- Box V 
Juneau,;Ak. 99811

Dear Senator Kelly,

You asked whether the financing of sports facilities by 
municipalities through the Bond Bank Authority would be 
consistent with the 3ond Bank's charter.

The short answer is yes, it would be consistent.

As you are aware, only municipalities can apply for debt 
financing through the Bond Bank. The eligible purposes, 
in order of priority are: school facilities, fire protection 
facilities, public safety facilities, public health facilities 
public transportation facilities, and other capital improvements

Sports facilities would likely be applied for under the general 
classification of "other capital improvements’.';

I hope this is helpful.

. Brady 
e Direct



STATE OF ALASKA 
1989 LEGISLATIVE SESS ION
REQUEST:

BILL VERSION:. 

PUBLISH DATE:.
-HCS CSSB 1 (SA)

F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date: ___________________________________
T it le :_____An A ct r e la t in g  t o  th e  am ateur
 Sp.Qrts_AuthQr.lty_.___________________
S p on s o r :_____ K e l lv .  F is c h e r . K e r t tu la
Requester: House S ta te  A f f a i r s __________

Agency Affected: Commerce & Economic Dev.
B R U : ____ Amateur Sports Authority

Components:

EXPENDITURES I REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94

PERSONAL SERVICES 44.8 89.6 89.6 89.6 89.6

TRAVEL < 7.4 14.7 14.7 14.7 14.7
CONTRACTUAL 15.2 19.6 19.6 19.6 19.6
SUPPLIES 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5
EQUIPMENT 12.0 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 81.8 12/.9 177. 9 12/.y 'T7779 '

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of dollars)

G E NERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

81.8 127.9 127.9 127.9 127.9

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PARTTIME
T E M P O R A R Y

1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.) 

See attached for expenditure detail,

Prepared by: 
Division: ___

Guy Bell
AdminlstrativeServices

Phone: 
Date: _

Approved by Commissioner:  Larrv Merculieff
Agency:  Commerce & Economic Development

Distribution (by preparer):

Legislative Finance 

Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor

Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)

Z J L 4 Phone: 
Date: _

465-2505
5-02-89

465-2500

page 1 of 2_
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Personal Services
Executive Director, Range 24A, 6 Months 36,700
Secretary I, Range 10A, 6 Months, 1/2 time 8,075

Travel
Board Two 2-Day Meetings x 6 Members in Anchorage 

Transportation $366 + 160 = $526 x 6 Members 
and the Director = $3,156 x 2 Meetings 
(Assumes travel and per diem for public members 
and director)

Contractual
Office Space, Postage, Communications,

Printing & Advertising.

Supplies

Equipment (One Time Costs)
Desk, Chair, Typewriter, Calculator, File Cabinet, 

Table, Side Chair and Wang Terminal

TOTAL

44,775

7,364

15,200

2,500

12,000

81,839

XV4' - . , 
. “ * r. *

. • .--if? ..vi;

FY 91 Estimated Expenditures

Personal Services
Executive Director, Range 24A, 12 Months 
Secretary I, Range 10A, 12 Months, 1/2 time

Travel
Board Meetings - Four 2-Day Meetings x 7 x $526 

(Per Meeting x 4 Meetings)

Contractual
Office Space, Postage, Communications,

Printing S Advertising

Supplies

Equipment

TOTAL

73,400
16,150

3,682

89,550

14,728

19,600

2.500

1.500 

127,878

Page 2 of 2
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O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

2 / 2 3 / 8 9  

M r. P r e s i d e n t :

D A T E  T U R N E D  I N T O  O F F I C E

C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r e d

f r e e  t u i t i o n  for a s p o u s e  or d e p e n d e n t  o f  c e r t a i n  A l a s k a  m i l i t i a  

m e m b e r s  

a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d

c s ] y z m m e i
[ ] o r  a d o p t cs
[ ] a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )  a n d

/
[ ] _______________________l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  a d o p t e d

[ ] d o  n o t  p a s s

[ ] n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

[ ] i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

[ ] f u r t h e r  r e f e r r a l  t o  ___________________________________

F I S C A L  N O T E ( S I  [
M  "new i;
[ ] s a m e  a s  previ6ii£' f i s c a l  n o t e ( s )  p u b l i s h e d

) [<j ^ a m e ^ t i w e  
’) [ ] n e w  t i t l e  

[] t e c h n i c a l  
t i t l e  c h a n g e  
(HB only)

ero' [ ] f i s c a l  i m p a c t  [ ] a p p r o p r i a t i o n  n o  F N
i S K :  [ ] u p d a t e d  [ ] p r e v i o u s

l o u s  fis

G N I N G  D O  P A S S



State of A l a s k a  Bill Version :cs S B  7 ( F i n a n c e)

1989 Le g i s l a t i v e  S e s s i o n  P u b l i s h  D a t e : ____________

F IS C A L  NOTE
REQUEST:
Re v i s i o n  Da t e : _____
T i t l e :  Free tul t j on f o r  S P Q U R g

A G E N C Y :  U n i v e r s i t y  of 

BRU :  UAA i UAF, U&S.
A l a s k a

^pppnHp.nt nf Alaska m.i/1 i t i a mem 
PONSOR: fipnai-nrg Kelly R Cnghill COMPONENTS:

Re q u e s t o r :  _ _  ________
$ bprs.

Comp

Ex p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s : ( T housand s o f Do l l a r s )
OPERATING FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 9 2 w " F 0 3
Pe r s . S e r v ic e s 0 0 0 T) ~ r 0
T r a v e l 0 0 0 0 0 0
Co n t r a c t u a l 0 0 0 0 0 0
Su p p l i e s 0 0 0 0 0 0
Eq u ip m e n t 0 0 0 0 0 0
La n d / B u i l d . 0 0 0 0 0 0
Gr a n t s / C l a im s 0 0 0 0 0 0
Mi s c e l l a n e o u s 0 0 0 0 0 0

t o t a l 0 0 0 0 0 0

I CAPITAL 1- 0 I i o i o i o r

F r e v e n u e •| ■ 0 ... I 0

()

I 0 I 0 I 0 "T

Ge n e r a l Funds 0 0 0 0 0 0
F e d e r a l Funds 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oth e r 0 0 0 0 0 6
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 " 0

Fu l l - T i m e 0 ■■ 0 ■ "O ' 0 0 0
Pa r t - T i m e 0 0 0 0 0 0
T emporary 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYS IS :

P r e p a r e d  B y :
Se n a to r Ri o k / i) e h l * n g ! C o - c h a ir  
Se n a t e F i n a n c e  Co m m it t e e



Bill V e r s i o n :cs s b  7 ( F i n a n ce) 

Publish Date: ___________

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  

1989 L e g i s l a t i v e  S e s s i o n

F IS C A L  NOTE
REQUEST
R e v i s i o n  D a t e : ____________________  A g e n c y : D e p t / M i i i t a r v  & v e t e r a n s
T I T L E :  P r e e  tuition for spouse orBRU:___________________________  A f f a i
d e p e n d e n t  of A l a s k a  m i l i t i a  m e m b e r s _________________________________ _________

S p o n s o r : _ _ _____________________________  C o m p o n e n t s : _____________________
R e q u e s t o r : __________________________  ____________________________________________ _

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s : (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
O p e r a t i n g

T r a v e l

C o n t r a c t u a l

E q u i p m e n t

L a n d / B u i l d

G r a n t s / C l a i m s

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

w m :
I CAPITAL

I REVENUE

F u n d i n g : ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
G e n e r a l  F u n d s  0 0 I
F e d e r a l  F u n d s

TOTAL

P o s i t i o n s

T e m p o r a r y

ANALYSIS

P r e p a r e d  B y

S e n a t o r  R i c k  U e h l i n g ,  C o - c h a i r m a n  

S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  J
D a t e : M a r c h  29, 1 9 8 9

P h o n e  NoTi 4 6 5 - 4 8 2 1
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IN THE SENATE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 7 (Finance)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to free tuition for a spouse or

dependent of certain Alaska militia members."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.43 is amended by adding a new section to article 3 

to read:

Sec. 14.43.085. FREE TUITION AND FEES FOR A  SPOUSE OR DEPENDENT

OF ALASKA MILITIA MEMBERS. A  person enrolled as a student in good

standing in the state university system, is entitled to attend without 

payment of tuition and fees, if the person was the spouse or dependent 

child of a member of the Alaska National Guard or Alaska. Naval Militia 

who died while in the line of duty for the state or federal ‘ govern­

ment. In this section

(1 ) "dependent child" means a natural or adopted child who

is less than 23 years of age, and who was a dependent of a member of

the Alaska National Guard or Alaska Naval Militia at the time of the 

me m b e r’s death;

(2 ) "line of duty" has the meaning given under federal law.

Original sponsors: Kelly and Coghill



Original sponsors: Kelly and Coghill

1 IN  THE SENATE

2

3

4

5

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 7 ( S te o fa r r jS S S S w )  

IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE -  FIR ST SESSION  

A BILL

BY THE -STATE—AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

6 F o r  a n  A c t e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t r e l a t i n g  t o  f r e e  t u i t i o n  f o r  a  s p o u s e  o r

7 d e p e n d e n t  o f  c e r t a i n  A la s k a  m i l i t i a  m e m b e rs ."

8 BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: '

9 *  S e c t i o n  1 . AS 1 4 .4 3  i s  am ended  by  a d d in g  a  new s e c t i o n  t o  a r t i c l e  3

10 t o  r e a d :

11 S e c . 1 4 .4 3 .0 8 5 .  FREE TUITION AND FEES FOR A SPOUSE OR DEPENDENT

12 OF ALASKA M ILITIA  MEMBERS. A p e r s o n  e n r o l l e d  a s  a  s t u d e n t  i n  g o o d

13 s t a n d i n g  a t  ~   r i  1— 1 p - r - n r  n~nrinT" T h i m t i i n n l  Tin t  i I n ~t~rrn i s

14 e n t i t l e d  t o  a t t e n d  w i t h o u t  p a y m e n t o f  t u i t i o n  a n d  f e e s ,  i f  t h e  p e r s o n

15 w as t h e  s p o u s e  o r  d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d  o f  a  m em ber o f  t h e  A la s k a  N a t i o n a l

16 G u a rd  o r  A la s k a  N a v a l M i l i t i a  who d i e d  w h i l e  i n  t h e  l i n e  o f  d u ty  f o r

17 t h e  s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n

18 ( 1 )  " l i n e  o f  d u ty "  h a s  t h e  m e a n in g  g i v e n  u n d e r  f e d e r a l  la w ;

19 ( 2 )  " d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d "  m ean s  a  n a t u r a l  o r  a d o p te d  c h i l d  who

20 i s  l e s s  t h a n  23 y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  a n d  who w as a  d e p e n d e n t  o f  a  m em ber o f

21 t h e  A la s k a  N a t i o n a l  G u a rd  o r  A la s k a  N a v a l  M i l i t i a  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e

22 m e m b e r 's  d e a t h .

/3 lj£S££T; five. UvtWers'Hij o+ /J/asLi

C

on
flie- Umv£Y3rh) S\v;te>a

OR.
■five (jlUv'cVSi'fl) «"r -nyyftiiv

SB0007b -1- CSSB 7(SAJ



TENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE 
ELEVENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE 
TWELFTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE 
THIRTEENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE 
FOURTEENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE 
FIFTEENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE 
SIXTEENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE

ROlBOXV 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 

(907) 465-3822

Se n a t o r  T i m  K e l l y

RO. BOX 210001 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99521 

(907) 561-7612

m  1 & 1389

M a r c h  15, 1989

S e n a t o r  R i c k  U e h l i n g ,  C o - C h a i r  
S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A k  9 9 8 1 1

Re: S B  7, e d u c a t i o n  b e n e f i t s  t o  s p o u s e / d e p e n d e n t  o f  c e r t a i n
A l a s k a  m i l i t i a  m e m b e r s .

D e a r  S e n a t o r  U e h l i n g ,

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  a c o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g  o f  S B  7 a t  y o u r  
e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e .  T h i s  p r o p o s a l  h a s  p r e c e d e n t  i n  o t h e r  
s t a t e s  (see a t t a c h m e n t ) .

T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f f e r s  e d u c a t i o n  b e n e f i t s  t o  t h e  s p o u s e  
a n d  d e p e n d e n t s  o f  a n y  g u a r d s m a n  w h o  is k i l l e d  w h i l e  a c t i n g  in 
t h e  l i n e  o f  duty. It  is a w a y  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  c a n  h e l p  t h e  
f a m i l y  o f  a n  A l a s k a  m i l i t i a m e n  w h o s e  s e r v i c e  is g i v e n  a t  t h e  
u l t i m a t e  cost.

T h i s  p r o p o s a l  is n o t  l i k e l y  t o  b e  e x p e n s i v e ,  if e n a c t e d .  
C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e r e  is n o  o n e  w h o  w o u l d  q u a l i f y  f o r  s u c h  a 
b e n e f i t .  I t s  v a l u e  is in  t h e  c o m f o r t  a n d  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  it 
o f f e r s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

Sinceraly-r-7-

T I M  K E L L Y
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t o r
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ALASKA NATIONAL GUARD 
OFFICER'S ASSOCIATION 

200 H. 34th Street, Suite 727 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

28 November 1938

2. DECEASED-HEMBER DEPENDENT EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS FOR ALASKA NATIONAL 
GUARD MEMBERS

A. PROPOSAL: This proposal would enact legislation to provide free
tuition and fees at State institutions of higher learning, up to a 
baccalaureate degree, for the dependents of Alaska National Guard members 
who die in the line of duty.

3. DISCUSSION: Members of the Alaska National Guard, who die in the line
of duty, have made the highest sacrifice. This initiative would show the 
State's appreciation for that sacrifice.

Currently, there is no free tuition and fees for the survivors of 
Alaska National Guard members killed in the line of duty. There are 
several deaths per year among the approximately 4000 Alaska National Guard 
Personnel. Few deaths have historically occured in the line of duty.

Members of the Alaska National Guard (approximately 4000) and 
their spouses (approximately 3000) support this initiative. Also, the 
Alaska Public Safety Commissioned Officers support this initiative and 
would like it extended to them.

C. COST: The cost is unknown. Tuition and fees, at an Alaska State
institution of higher learning, total 51467/year. Total cost could be 
55863/dependent, based on an average of four years spent on a bachelor's 
degree.

D. PRECEDENTS:

ALABAMA: Offers educational benefits for survivors of members killed or
disabled in the line of duty.

ALASKA: Offers up to $7500 plus Workmen's Comp; $750 burial allowance.

COLORADO: Offers free State Tuition for dependents if member killed or
disabled on active duty.

MARYLAND: Offers higher education assistance for dependents of members
killed or disabled on active duty.

NEBRASKA: Offers spouse and children 100% tuition in State schools if
enlisted member dies on active duty.

SOUTH DAKOTA: Offers free tuition at State college for widows or children
(under 25) of any Guard member who dies or is totally disabled while on 
active dutv.

z C n f o r r u e n o / o  B y



TEXAS: Offers free tuition at State schools for orphans of Guardsmen
killed in line of duty.

WYOMING: Offers free tuition in State for dependents of Guardsmen killed
or permanently disabled while on active duty.

’■ ■" ■' ■
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line of duty” has the meaning given under federal law

HCS CSSB 7 (Fin)

Original sponsor(s): SEN KELLY, Coghill

1 IN THE SENATE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

2| HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 7 (Finance)

3| IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 | SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5j A BILL
j

6 i For an Ace entitled: "An Act relating to free tuition for a spouse or

7 jl dependent of certain Alaska militia members; and

8 1! providing for an effective date.”
•!

9 1:BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.A3 ia amended by adding a new section to article 3 

to read:

Sec. 14.43.085. FREE TUITION AND FEES FOR A  SPOUSE OR DEPENDENT 

OF ALASKA MILITIA MEMBERS. A person enrolled ao a student in good 

standing in the 3tate university system, is entitled to a waiver of 

tuition and fees, if the person was the spouse or dependent child of a 

member of the Alaska National Guard or Alaska Naval Militia who died 

while in che line of duty for the state or federal government. In 

this section

(1 ) "dependent child” means a person who ia less than 23 

years of age, who was a dependent of a member of the Alaska National 

Guard or Alaska Naval Militia at che time of the member's death, and 

who ia

(A) the member's natural or .adopted child;

(B) a child in relation to whom che deceased Alaska 

National Guard or Alaska Naval Militia member stood in loco 

parentis for at least one year before the member's death;

(C) the member*a stepchild; or

(D) the member's acknowledged illegitimate child;

2 9
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DEPARTMENT OF MTDTTARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS
’ • r: *
: Vi r ■,

P  ' :S3§Sl
P O S IT IO N  P A P E R  

HCS C S S B  7  (H E S S )
. v.V:<-7 - ;

Summary of Bill; This bill would provide for a waiver of tuition and fees 
at state-supported postsecondary educational institutions (i.e., the 
various campuses of the University of Alaska) for dependents of members of 
the Alaska National Guard or  Alaska Naval Militia killed in the 
performance of their duties for either the state or federal government.

Impact of Bill on Department of Military and Veterans Affairs; In the 
event that members of the Alaska National Guard or  Naval Militia died 
while in the performance of their duties as defined in the bill, the 
military personnel office in the Office of the Adjutant General would 
notify any eligible dependents of their benefits, and upon request provide 
written certification of their eligibility to any state-supported 
postsecondary educational institutions. No fiscal impact is expected in 
EMVA as a result of enactment of this legislation.

Departmental Position on Bill: The Department strongly supports the
bill's intent. The financial hardship faced by the loss of a family 
member serving in the Alaska National Guard can be  devastating enough to 
prevent attendance at college by dependents who would otherwise have been 
able to afford college. Providing this benefit will serve as an 
additional incentive for recruiting and retaining members in the Alaska 
National Guard.

Approved:. Date
M3 John W. Schaeffer

: zJbJkO
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S e n a t o r  T i m  K e l l y

P.O. BOX 210001 
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1907)561-7612

M a y  3, 1 9 8 9

M E M O R A N D U M

To: Rep. L a r s o n ,  C o - c h a i r
H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

A t t n :  C a r o l  C o l l i n s

F rom: Sen. K e l l y

Re: S c h e d u l i n g  S B  7, N o  t u i t i o n / c e r t a i n  s u r v i v o r s / N a t 11
G u a r d .

S B  7 p a s s e d  o u t  o f  H o u s e  H e a l t h  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
C o m m i t t e e  t h i s  m o r n i n g  a n d  w i l l  b e  r e a d  i n t o  y o u r  f i n a n c e  
c o m m i t t e e  t o m a r r o w .  I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  
a n  e a r l y  h e a r i n g  o r  w a v e r  f o r  t h i s  b i l l  s o  t h a t  f i n a l  a c t i o n  
m a y  b e  p o s s i b l e  t h i s  y e a r .

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  f r e e  t u i t i o n  in t h e  A l a s k a  
U n i v e r s i t y  s y s t e m  t o  d e p e n d e n t s  o f  A l a s k a  n a t i o n a l  g u a r d s m e n  
a n d  m i l i t i a m e n  w h o  l o s e  t h e i r  l i f e  w h i l e  a c t i n g  in t h e  l i n e  of  
duty. It is v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  w h a t  f i v e  o t h e r  s t a t e s '  h a v e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  in e x i s t i n g  law.

I
I n  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e ,  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  n o  d e a t h s  t h a t  w o u l d  

h a v e  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  s u c h  a b e n e f i t .  S o  t h e  f u t u r e  f i s c a l  
i m p a c t  s h o u l d  b e  s m a l l  i f  any. T h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  f i s c a l  
a n a l y s i s  r e f l e c t s  a z e r o  impact. B u t  w i t h  t h e  c a v e a t  t h a t  if 
s o m e o n e  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h e y  w o u l d  
s e e k  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  state.

I f  y o u  n e e d  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  I a m  m o s t  
w i l l i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  e i t her.



ALASKA NATIONAL GUARD 
OFFICER'S ASSOCIATION 

200 H. 34th Street, Suite 727 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

28 November 1998

2. DECEASED-HEMBER DEPENDENT EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS FCR ALASKA NATIONAL 
GUARD MEMBERS

A. PROPOSAL: This proposal would enact legislation to provide free
tuition and fees at State institutions of higher learning, up to a 
baccalaureate degree, for the dependents of Alaska National Guard members 
who die in the line of duty.

B. DISCUSSION: Members of the Alaska National Guard, who die in the line 
of duty, have made the highest sacrifice. This initiative would show the 
State's appreciation for that sacrifice.

Currently, there is no free tuition and fees for the survivors of 
Alaska National Guard members killed in the line of duty. There are 
several deaths per year among the approximately 4000 Alaska National Guard 
Personnel. Few deaths have historically occured in the line of duty.

Members of the Alaska National Guard (approximately 4000) and 
their spouses (approximately 3000) support this initiative. Also, the 
Alaska Public Safety Commissioned Officers support this initiative and 
would like it extended to them.

C. COST: The cost is unknown. Tuition and fees, at an Alaska State
institution of higher learning, total $1467/year. Total cost could be 
$5863/dependent, based on an average of four years spent on a bachelor's 
degree.

D. PRECEDENTS:

ALABAMA: Offers educational benefits for survivors of members killed or
disabled in the line of duty.

ALASKA: Offers up to $7500 plus Workmen's Comp; $750 burial allowance

COLORADO: Offers free State Tuition for dependents if member killed or
disabled on active duty.

MARYLAND: Offers higher education assistance for dependents of members
killed or disabled on active duty.

MEERASKA: Offers spouse and children 100% tuition in State schools if
enlisted member dies on active duty.

SOUTH DAKOTA: Offers free tuition at State college for widows or children
(under 25) of any Guard member who dies or is totally disabled while on 
active duty.
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WYOMING: Offers free tuition in State for dependents of Guardsmen killed
or permanently disabled while on active duty.
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Original sponsors; Fahrenkamp, Sturgulewski
Eliason, et al.

BY FINANCE COMMITTEEIN THE SENATE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 8 (Finance)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the Alaska Women's Commission;

extending the termination date of the Interim Women's 

Commission; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 44.19.167(a) is amended to read:

(a) The members shall be appointed on a nonpartisan and nondis- 

criminatory basis by the governor [WITHIN 60 DAYS OF OCTOBER 6 , 1978]. 

The members shall be residents of the state. At least one member 

shall be a homemaker who is not otherwise employed. In making the ap­

pointments, the governor shall give due consideration [SHALL BE GIVEN]

the recommendations made

women's organizations, educational and vocational groups, employer 

groups, labor unions, church groups, homemakers' clubs and organiza­

tions, and other groups having an interest in the status and welfare

of women

sion

(3) minority and low-income representation 

AS 44.19.168 is amended to read;

Sec. 44.19.168. MEETINGS. [WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER THE APPOINTMENT

OF ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION, THE GOVERNOR SHALL CALI. THE

FIRST MEETING OF THE COMMISSION.] A  majority of the members consti­

tutes a quorum for conducting business and exercising the powers of

CSSB 8 (Fin)a p i s



* Sec. 6 . EXTENSION OF INTERIM COMMISSION. The termination date of the

Interim Women's Commission established by the governor under Administrative 

CSSB 8 (Fin) -2-

SIS®

the commission. The commission shall meet at the call of the chair­

person, at the request of a majority of the members, or at a regularly 

scheduled time as determined by a majority of the members.

* Sec. 3. AS 44.19.169 is amended to read:

Sec. 44.19.169. TERMS OF OFFICE. The term of office of each 

member is three [FIVE] years. Terms shall be staggered. [INITIAL 

TERMS SHALL BE THREE MEMBERS SERVING FOR ONE YEAR, THREE MEMBERS 

SERVING FOR THREE YEARS, AND THREE MEMBERS SERVING FOR FIVE YEARS.] A 

vacancy shall be filled for the balance of the unexpired term in the 

same manner as original appointments. A  person may not serve more 

than six consecutive years.

* Sec. 4. AS 44.19.171 is amended to read:

Sec. 44.19.171. PURPOSE. The purpose of the commission is to 

[IMPLEMENT THE RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THE PRELIMINARY STUDY ON 

THE STATUS OF WOMEN IN ALASKA WHICH WAS MANDATED BY THE NINTH LEGISLA­

TURE, SECOND SESSION, UNDER CH. 99 SLA 1976, AND] improve the status 

of women in the state [ALASKA] by conducting [FURTHER] research and by 

making and implementing [ADDITIONAL] recommendations on the opportuni­

ties, needs, problems, and contributions of women in the state 

[ALASKA] including, but not limited to,

(1 ) education^ [,]

(2 ) homemaking^ [,]

(3) civil and legal ri ght s; and [,]

(4) labor and employment.

* Sec. 5. AS 44. 6 6 .010(a)(12) is amended to read:

(12) Alaska Women's Commission -- June 30, 1993 [JUNE 30,

* fifr. fi. F.XTF.NSTON OF



Order No. 110 is e x t e n d e d  t O ' J u r i e  30, 1989.

* Sec. 7. TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS. (a) The members of the Alaska 

Women's Commission appointed by the governor to serve terms of office 

beginning on July 1, 1989, shall serve initial terms under AS 39.05.055(7), 

as determined by the governor.

(b) The Alaska Women's Commission reestablished by this Act is a 

continuation of the Interim Women's Commission with respect to all rights, 

assets, liabilities, and other matters not otherwise specifically addressed 

by this Act.

* Sec. 8 . Section 6 of this Act is retroactive to the date of adjourn­

ment of the First Regular Session of the Sixteenth Alaska State Legisla­

ture.

* Sec. 9. Sections 6 and 8 of this Act take effect immediately under

AS 01.10.070(c).

* Sec. 10. Except for secs. 6 and 8 of this Act, this Act takes effect

July 1 , 1989.



v,„,...
Senator Paul Fischer 
Senate District D 
Box 784
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 
(907) 262-9420 W  

262-9269 H S t a t e  S e n a t e

While In Juneau

P.O. Box V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907)465-3791

P R O P O S E D  A M E N D M E N T  T O  

CS S E N A T E  B I L L  8 (S T A T E  A F F A I R S )

P a g e  2, l i n e  10: A f t e r  t h e  w o r d s  "as o r i g i n a l  a p p o i n t m e n t s " ;

A d d  a n e w  s e n t e n c e  t o  read: " A  p e r s o n  m a y  n o t

s e r v e  m o r e  t h a n ^ t w o - c o n s e c u t i v e t e r m s - o r — p a r t s

e f — terms-
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Senator Paul Fischer 
Senate District D 
Box 784
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 
(907) 262-9420 W  

262-9269 H S t a t e  S e n a t e

While In Juneau

RO. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907)465-3791

P R O P O S E D  A M E N D M E N T  T O  /•

CS  S E N A T E  B I L L  8 (STATE A F F A I R S )

P a g e  1, l i n e  11: D e l e t e  t h e  w o r d s  " n o n p a r t i s a n  and"

P a g e  1, l i n e  13: A f t e r  " r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e . "  a d d  a n e w  s e n t e n c e

t o  read: " A t  l e a s t  2 m e m b e r s  s h a l l  b e  r e g i s t e r e d

R e p u b l i c a n s ?  a t  l e a s t  2 m e m b e r s  s h a l l  b e  r e g i s t e r e d

D e m o c r a t s ,  a n d " ........c o n t i n u e  w i t h  " a t  l e a s t  o n e

m e m b e r  s h a l l  b e  a h o m e m a k e r " ........

P A F / s g n



Amendments to  SB 8
" An A ct r e l a t in g  to  th e  A la sk a  Womens Com m ission ; ex ten d in g  the  
te rm in a t io n  d a te  o f  th e  In te r im  Womens Com m ission ; and p ro v id in g  f o r  an 
e f f e c t i v e  d a t e ."
S e c t io n  1 ( a )  L in e  14 d e l e t e ; 
homemaktv who i s  n o t o th e rw is e  employed 
and i n s e r t ;

s in g le  woman; s in g le  p a r e n t ; s e n io r  c i t i z e n  woman; h and icapped  
woman; fem ale  m arr ie d  to  a m a le ; homemaker n o t o th e rw is e  em ployed ; and 
p r o f e s s io n a l  woman, m in o r ity  and low  income woman.
S u b se c t io n  a ( l )  l in e  20 
D e le te  s t a tu s  and in s e r t  w e lfa r e
D e le te  s u b s e c t io n  a ( 3 )

I n s e r t  s u b s e c t io n  (b ) to  r e a d :
" In  o rd e r  to  a s s u re  an independen t s t a t u s ,  th e  gove rn o r s h a l l  n o t  
ap p o in t any member th a t  h a s  a c l o s e  a s s o c ia t i o n  w ith  a member o f  th e  
A d m in is t r a t io n  o r  L e g i s l a t u r e ."

S e c t io n  2 -  In c lu d e  an a d d i t i o n a l  sen ten ce  to  r e a d :
11 a l l  m eetings o f  th e  Commission s h a l l  r e c e iv e  p u b l ic  n o t ic e  and be 
s u b je c t  t o  th e  open m ee tin gs law ."
S e c t io n  3 l in e  5 d e le te  
f i v e  and in s e r t  two •

S e c t io n  4 d e le t e  l in e s  11 th rou gh  22 and i n s e r t ;
The pu rpose  o f  th e  Commission i s  t o  im prove th e  w e lfa r e  o f  th e  women in  
th e  s t a t e  by p ro v id in g  a r e s o u r c e  r e f e r r a l  s e r v ic e  o f  in fo rm a t io n  and 
e d u ca t io n  th a t  w i l l  in fo rm  women o f  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b le  in  f e d e r a l ,  
s t a t e ,  l o c a l  and p r iv a t e  a g e n c ie s  and th rough  in d iv id u a ls  to  h e lp  them 
meet t h e i r  n eed s . The Commission s h a l l  a l s o  c o r r e l a t e  a lr e a d y  a v a i l a b le  
in fo rm a t io n  and id e n t i f y  a r e a s  where f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  on needs o f  women 
i s  n e c e s s a ry . A t no tim e would th e  Commission assume an advocacy  
p o s i t i o n  on is s u e s  o f  con ce rn  to  women, b u t in s te a d  would p ro v id e  
in fo rm a t io n  on b o th  s id e s  o f  th e  is s u e  so  women can make t h e i r  own 
in form ed d e c i s io n .

S e c t io n  7 In c lu d e  an a d d i t i o n a l  sen ten ce  to  r e a d :
Membership on the Commission s h a l l  n o t c o n s is t  o f  raora than  1 /3  members 
who have se rv ed  on the Commission p r i o r  to  J u ly  1 , 1 9 89 .



SENATOR BETTYE FAHRENKAMP 
CHAIRMAN, LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
CHAIRMAN, OIL AND GAS COMMITTEE 
515 7TH AVENUE, SUITE 130 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701 
OFFICE (907) 452-4882 
HOME (907) 456-2899 S e n a t e

WHILE IN JUNEAU 
ROlBOXV 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 
CAPITOL ROOM 125 

OFFICE (907) 465-3834 
HOME (907) 780-6027

M E M O R A N D U M

TO:

F R O M :

S e n a t o r  R i c k  U e h l i n g ,  C o - C h a i r m a n ,  
S e n a t o r  J o h n e  B i n k l e y ,  C o - C h a i r m a n ,  
S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

S e n a t o r  B e t t r e n k a m p

RE: S B  8, R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n ,
e x t e n d i n g  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e  I n t e r i m  W o m e n ' s  
C o m m i s s i o n ;  e f d

D A T E :  J a n u a r y  24, 1989

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s c h e d u l i n g  S B  8, w h i c h  w o u l d  r e i n s t a t e  t h e  
A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  f o u r  m o r e  y e a r s .  C o n t i n u a t i o n  
o f  t h e  w o m e n ' s  c o m m i s s i o n  is i m p e r a t i v e  f o r  a s t r o n g  A l a s k a .  
O n l y  a f t e r  t h e  b a r r i e r s  o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a r e  r e m o v e d  w i l l  a l l  
A l a s k a n s  b e  f r e e  t o  h e l p  t h i s  s t a t e  a c h i e v e  e c o n o m i c  s t r e n g t h  
a n d  d i v e r s i t y .  T h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  b e e n  a n  
e f f e c t i v e  a d v o c a t e  in i d e n t i f y i n g  a n d  r e m o v i n g  b a r r i e r s  o f  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  f a c i n g  w o m e n .

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  c r u c i a l  i s s u e s  f a c i n g  w o m e n  in  
A l a s k a .  A  f e w  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  w o r t h  n o t i n g :

O v e r  h a l f  o f  A l a s k a n  w o m e n  w o r k  o u t s i d e  t h e  h o m e  b u t  e a r n  l e s s  
t h a n  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  w h a t  m e n  earn.

M o s t  A l a s k a  f a m i l i e s  h a v e  n o  a c c e s s  t o  p a r e n t a l  l e a v e  w h e n  
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  b o r n  o r  a d o p t e d .

F o r  m a n y  A l a s k a n  f a m i l i e s ,  c h i l d  c a r e  is e i t h e r  i n a d e q u a t e  o r  
t o o  c o s t l y .

I n  A n c h o r a g e  a l o n e  it is e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  3 , 0 0 0  
e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  a r e  u n s u p e r v i s e d  a f t e r  s c h o o l  e v e r y  
da y .

M M



A l a s k a  w o m e n ' s  p e r  c a p i t a  i n c o m e  d e c l i n e s  33 p e r c e n t  a f t e r  
d i v o r c e  w h i l e  d i v o r c e d  m e n ' s  i n c r e a s e s  17 p e r c e n t .

M o s t  s i n g l e  p a r e n t  f a m i l i e s  a r e  h e a d e d  b y  w o m e n  a n d  m o s t  
f a m i l i e s  b e l o w  t h e  p o v e r t y  l e v e l  a r e  h e a d e d  b y  w o m e n .

I n  u r b a n  A l a s k a  t h e  t e e n  p r e g n a n c y  r a t e  e x c e e d s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
f i g u r e  b y  13 p e r c e n t .  I n  r u r a l  A l a s k a  i t  j u m p s  t o  70  p e r c e n t
m o r e  t h a n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  rate.

E i g h t  t h o u s a n d  f a m i l i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m o r e  t h a n  2 0 , 0 0 0  w o m e n  a n d  
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  r e c e i v e  A F D C  (Aid  t o  F a m i l i e s  w i t h  D e p e n d e n t  
C h i l d r e n )  i n  A l a s k a .

I t  i s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  t a s k  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  w o m e n .  
A l t h o u g h  s t r i d e s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e ,  t h e  j o b  w i l l  n o t  b e  d o n e  
u n t i l  w o m e n ' s  w a g e s  a r e  e q u a l  t o  m e n ;  a d e q u a t e  c h i l d c a r e  is 
a v a i l a b l e  a t  a  r e a s o n a b l e  c o s t ;  o u r  t e e n  p r e g n a n c y  r a t e  i s  n o  
l o n g e r  1 3 %  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e ;  and, t h e r e  a r e  
e q u a l  n u m b e r s  o f  w o m e n  a n d  m e n  i n  t h e  h i g h e r  p a y i n g  j o b s  i n  
s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t .

T h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  s o m e  i m p o r t a n t  c h a l l e n g e s  
f o r  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e  a d v o c a c y  f o r  t h e  n e e d s  
o f  r u r a l  w o m e n  a n d  h o m e m a k e r s ,  w e l f a r e  r e f o r m ,  i m p r o v i n g  t h e
e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t  o p t i o n s  o f  w o m e n ,
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  c h a n g e s  t h a t  a s s i s t  w o r k i n g  w o m e n  w h o  h a v e  
y o u n g  c h i l d r e n ,  i n c r e a s i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  w o m e n  i n  p o l i c y  
m a k i n g  p o s i t i o n s ,  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  b e t t e r  a c c e s s  t o  h e a l t h  
c a r e ,  c o u n s e l i n g ,  l e g a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  a n d  s a f e t y .  S i n c e  it  
i s  t h e  o n l y  a g e n c y  in  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  s p e a k s  t o  
g o v e r n m e n t  a b o u t  i s s u e s ,  p o l i c i e s ,  a n d  s i t u a t i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  
w o m e n ,  I s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  t o  c o n t i n u e  
t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n .



T e s t i m o n y  b y  R u t h  L i s t e r ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  A l a s k a  W o m e n ’s 

C o m m i s s i o n  - J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 9

T h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  s e r v e s  w o m e n  b y  d e v e l o p i n g  
r e s e a r c h  o n  w o m e n ' s  i s s u e s ,  b y  r e c o m m e n d i n g  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  
p r o b l e m s  e n c o u n t e r e d  b y  w o m e n ,  b y  p u b l i s h i n g  d o c u m e n t s  a n d  
h a n d b o o k s  t o  i n f o r m  w o m e n ,  a n d  b y  c o n d u c t i n g  c o n f e r e n c e s  t o  a i d  
w o m e n ,  b o t h  i n d i v i d u a l l y  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  -in t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  f o r  
e q u a l i t y .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  t h r e e  m a i n  f u n c t i o n s :  r e s e a r c h ,  a d v o c a c y  

a n d  e d u c a t i o n .

W h y  d o  w e  n e e d  t o  r e s e a r c h  i s s u e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t  
o f  d i v o r c e  a n d  d i s s o l u t i o n  o n  w o m e n  o r  r e v i e w  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  
f o r  s e x  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  o r  m o n i t o r  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  T i t l e  I X  a n d  
A l a s k a  C h a p t e r  18 l a w s ?  B e c a u s e  o u r  d a t a  c l e a r l y  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h a t  
w o m e n  h a v e  n o t  a c h i e v e d  e q u a l  l e g a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  
s t a t u s  i n  A l a s k a .

W o m e n  c o m p r i s e  5 1 %  o f  t h e  w o r k f o r c e  in  A l a s k a ,  t h e  s e c o n d  
h i g h e s t  in  t h e  n a t i o n ,  b u t  e a r n  l e s s  t h a n  t w o  t h i r d s  o f  w h a t  m e n  
e a r n .  M o s t  w o m e n  h a v e  n o  a c c e s s  t o  p a r e n t a l  l e a v e  a f t e r  t h e  b i r t h  
o f  a c h i l d ,  a c r i t i c a l  t i m e  f o r  b o n d i n g  t o  h e l p  e n s u r e  t h e  c h i l d ' s  
f u t u r e  w e l f a r e .  F o r  m a n y  A l a s k a n  f a m i l i e s  c h i l d  c a r e  is e i t h e r  
i n a d e q u a t e  o r  t o o  c o s t l y .  A n  e s t i m a t e d  1/3 o f  A l a s k a n  w o m e n  a r e  
o r  h a v e  b e e n  v i c t i m s  o f  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e ,  r a p e  o r  c h i l d  s e x u a l  
a b u s e ,  o f t e n  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t i n g  t h e i r  j o b  p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  f a m i l y  a n d  
e m o t i o n a l  w e l l - b e i n g .  T h e  d i v o r c e  r a t e  i n  A l a s k a  is 63% c o m p a r e d  
w i t h  a n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e  o f  47%. W o m e n ' s  p e r  c a p i t a  i n c o m e  d e c l i n e s  
3 3 %  a f t e r  d i v o r c e  w h i l e  d i v o r c e d  m e n ' s  i n c r e a s e s  17%. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
t h e  o v e r a l l  e c o n o m i c  d e c l i n e  i n  A l a s k a  is s e r i o u s l y  i m p a c t i n g  
w o m e n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n g l e  h e a d  o f  h o u s e h o l d s .  M o r e  t h a n  2 0 , 0 0 0  
w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  in  A l a s k a  r e c e i v e  A i d  t o  F a m i l i e s  w i t h  D e p e n d e n t  

C h i l d r e n .

H o w  d o  w e  a d v o c a t e  f o r  c h a n g e ?  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  o n  t h e  b a s i s  
o f  o u r  r e s e a r c h  a n d  t h e  n e e d s  v o i c e d  b y  w o m e n  a c r o s s  t h e  S t a t e ,  
p r o p o s e s  a n d  s u p p o r t s  c h a n g e s  i n  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  
p u b l i c  p o l i c y  a n d  f u n d i n g  o f  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  a s s i s t  w o m e n  in 
a c h i e v i n g  e q u i t y .

I h a v e  w o r k e d  a t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  n o w  f o r  a l i t t l e  o v e r  a m o n t h .  
F o r  t h e  l a s t  7 1/2 y e a r s  I r a n  a p r o g r a m  f o r  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  a n d  
s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  v i c t i m s ,  s e r v i n g  F a i r b a n k s  and, a s  m u c h  a s  w e  w e r e  
a b l e ,  v i l l a g e s  in t h e  I n t e r i o r .  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  I r a n  a l a r g e  d a y  
c a r e  c e n t e r .  W h i l e  s o m e  w o m e n  a r e  b e i n g  e l e c t e d  t o  p u b l i c  o f f i c e ,  
o b t a i n i n g  w e l l  p a i d  p$!?i)agement o r  t e c h n i c a l  j o b s ,  t h e i r  n u m b e r s  a r e  
s m a l l .  T h e r e  a r e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  w o m e n  i n  t h i s  S t a t e  w h o  a r e  b a r e l y  
a b l e  t o  f e e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h o  a r e  f i g h t i n g  t o  
m a i n t a i n  s o b r i e t y  in l i f e  s i t u a t i o n s  w h o s e  p a i n  is e n o r m o u s ,  w h o  
c a n n o t  s t o p  w o r k i n g  a t  t h e i r  m i n i m u m  w a g e  j o b s  to  g e t  t h e  d e g r e e  
w h i c h  w o u l d  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  L a s t  w e e k ,  a r e c e n t l y  
d i v o r c e d  w o m a n  w i t h  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  n o  r e s o u r c e s  c a m e  t o  u s  
a s k i n g  f o r  h e l p  in g e t t i n g  a s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  g o i n g .  A n o t h e r  w o m a n ,  
w h o  h a d  b e e n  in a b a t t e r i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  f o r  9 y e a r s  a n d  l e f t  w i t h
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all the bills, wanted to know if creditors would understand that 
she had not been able to see beyond her own survival and now wanted 
to try to clear her record. A woman called who had been running 
a volunteer mother's group for 4 years in a smaller community. The 
group provided outreach to isolated young mothers, giving them 
information on everything from crafts to child sexual abuse, an 
excellent form of early prevention and support. She wanted to know 
if there were any small grants to help pay for babysitters.

T h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  n o t  w h y  w o m e n  a r e  o n  w e l f a r e ,  u n a b l e  t o  g e t  
c r e d i t  o r  l i v i n g  i n  a b u s i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  T h e  q u e s t i o n  is w h y  a r e  
t h e r e  s t i l l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t  b a r r i e r s  t o  w o m e n ,  w h y  is 
t h e r e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  s u p p o r t  f o r  w o m e n  w i t h  f a m i l i e s ,  b o t h  a t  w o r k  
a n d  h o m e ,  w h y  a r e  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  n o t  s a f e  i n  t h e i r  o w n  h o m e s .  
I a m  a l w a y s  a m a z e d  a n d  s o  p r o u d  o f  t h e  c o u r a g e  a n d  r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s  
o f  w o m e n ,  o f  t h e i r  h a r d  w o r k  a n d  t h e i r  c a r i n g  f o r  o t h e r s .  W o m e n  
d o  n o t  c h o o s e  t o  b e  p o o r ,  t h e y  d o  n o t  c h o o s e  t o  b e  h u r t  o r  f e e l  
b a d l y  a b o u t  t h e m s e i v e s .

W e  n e e d  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t  o p t i o n s  
o f  w o m e n  b y  a s s i s t i n g  w o m e n  t o  e n t e r  a n d  r e - e n t e r  t h e  w o r k  f o r c e  
a n d  t o  w o r k  in  a w i d e r  v a r i e t y  o f  j o b s .  W e  n e e d  t o  i m p l e m e n t  
c h a n g e s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  w o r k i n g  w o m e n  w h o  h a v e  c h i l d r e n .  T h e  
C o m m i s s i o n  w i l l  a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e  n e e d s  o f  r u r a l  w o m e n ,  w o r k i n g  w i t h  
t h e m  t o  c r e a t e  m o r e  j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  h e a l t h i e r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

W e  m u s t  v a l u e  a n d  s u p p o r t  w o m e n ' s  c h o i c e s  b o t h  a t  h o m e  a n d  in  
t h e  w o r k  f o r c e .  B e t t e r  a c c e s s  t o  h e a l t h  c a r e ,  c o u n s e l i n g ,  l e g a l  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  p e r s o n a l  s a f e t y  a r e  c r i t i c a l  i s s u e s  f o r  m a n y  
w o m e n .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  is  c o m m i t t e d  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  e q u i t y  a n d  t o  
a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t e e n s  a n d  y o u n g  w o m e n .  F i n a l l y ,  w o m e n  
a c r o s s  t h e  S t a t e  m u s t  b e  g i v e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h r o u g h  B o a r d s  a n d  
C o m m i s s i o n s  a n d  t h r o u g h  l o c a l  a n d  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  h e l p  m a k e  t h e  
d e c i s i o n s  w h i c h  a f f e c t  a l l  o f  o u r  l i v ^ s .

B y  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  w o m e n  . A l a s k a ,  w e  w i l l  b e n e f i t  
a l l  A l a s k a n s ,  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o u r  f a m i l i e s ,  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  e c o n o m y .



F A M IL Y  E Q U IT Y  A T  ISSU E: A  S tu d y  o f the E con om ic 
C on sequ en ces o f  D ivorce on  W om en and C h ild ren

During the 1970’s social reformers sought to ease the 
acrimony of divorce and create more fairness and equity 
for the families involved. “No fault” divorce reform was 
introduced in many states including Alaska. In addition, 
Alaska developed a dissolution procedure that allows 
people to file w ithout the expense of an attorney. 
Unfortunately, many of these changes have had 
unintended economic results for women. It now appears 
that women and children are suffering major financial 
inequities as a direct result of some of the changes in 
divorce law and procedure.

The most striking docum entation of the “downward 
mobility” of women and children created by “no fault” 
divorce was in the state of California. Because of the 
seriousness of the findings there, in 1986 the Alaska

W omen’s Commission undertook a study to determine 
if Alaskan women and children were suffering the same 
effects.

The study of divorce is im portant because so many 
people are affected by it. The divorce rate in Alaska is 
63 percent compared to 46 percent nationally. More 
than 11,000 people are affected each year, 3,000 of them 
children. Even though the two-decade increase in the 
divorce rate seems to have peaked, each year thousands 
of Alaskan families are affected by divorce.

The study site chosen was Anchorage, where more than 
half of the state’s divorces occur. A statistically valid 
sample drawn from all divorce and dissolution cases 
occurring in a one-year period was analyzed.

GENERAL FINDINGS:
• In Alaska, divorce has substantially different economic 

consequences for women and men.

• Divorced women and their children experienced a 33 
percent decline in per capita income resulting in a 
radical downward shift of their standard of living (see 
Figure 1). The greatest relative deprivation was exper­
ienced by women and children of middle and upper 
middle class families.

•  Divorced men, however, experienced an improvement 
in their standard of living as a result of a 17 percent 
rise in their per capita incomes (see Figure 1).

• In many marriages the couple’s major investments 
were in the education and career of the primary wage 
earner. Yet the division of marital property often 
excluded career assets. Disregarding this property 
allows the major wage earner, usually the husband, 
to keep what are often the most valuable assets of the 
marriage.

F IG U R E  It  P E R C E N T A G E  C H A N G E  IN  P E R  
C A P IT A  IN C O M E  O F  D IV O R C E D  M E N  A N D  W O M E N
PREDIVORCE

%

i-25 
+ 20

POSTDIVORCE
%

Divorced Men
(+17%)

Divorced Women 
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A L A S K A  W O M E N ’S C O M M I S S I O N
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F I G U R E  2 :  A V E R A G E  M O N T H L Y  C O S T  O F  C H I L D  
C A R E  C O M P A R E D  T O  A V E R A G E  M O N T H L Y  

C H I L D  S U P P O R T  A W A R D
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Fifty-four percent of divorcing men had pensions com­
pared to 33 percent of divorcing women. The median 
value of the husband’s pension was worth more than
J t im e s  l l iu i  Ul UIC >» iiv. «J | )^VV U4IU y  I I^VV LWJJ/V.V.'
tively). Yet, only 20 percent of the couples in the study 
divided pensions.

• O ther types of career assets such as life insurance, paid 
leave, professional licenses, medical and dental 
insurance were rarely included in the division of pro­
perty, even though they were acquired during the 
marriage.

•  Award of the family home was influenced by the 
presence of children. In 74 percent of the cases, the 
home was given to the parent having physical custody. 
Fathers with physical custody almost always got the 
home (93 percent) while m others with custody were 
awarded the family home only 68 percent of the time.

•  Among the families who moved following divorce 
were accounts of children traumatized by the disloca­
tion. New schools and neighborhoods increased the 
disruption already generated from economic and emo­
tional distress.

• In the absence of children, husbands were awarded 
the family home and mortgage more frequently (60 
percent) than  wives (40 percent).

• Alimony was awarded in only 10 percent of the 
divorces surveyed. For the few who receive it, this 
“safety net” appears to be an illusion. Awards usually 
lasted for only one year and provided an average of 
only $500 a m onth, despite the fact tha t most who 
received it had no job, no other income or were of 
an age which makes it difficult to find paid work.

•  Divorced mothers are the primary caretakers of 
children. Sole custody was awarded to mothers in 58 
percent of the cases, while fathers received it in 18 
percent of the cases. Joint custody was awarded 19 
percent of the time.

• Child support was awarded in 80 percent of the 
divorces where minor children were present. However, 
the average am ount per child was $191. This barely 
meets half the monthly cost of child care in A nch­
orage today (see Figure 2). This figure also falls below 
the standard used to determine eligibility for welfare.

• Cost of living increments were included in only 23 
percent of the child support awards. W ithout these 
adjustments, the purchasing power of the support 
award continually declines because of inflation and 
the increased costs associated with older children.

• Only 22 percent of child support awards were written 
beyond the age of majority although financial burdens 
such as education continue for several years beyond 
this point.

Child Care 
Cost

Child Support 
Award

• Only 58 percent of the people in the survey received 
the full amount of child support awarded. This is con­
sistent with statewide data from the Child Support 
Enforcement Agency.

• Divorced men are rarely required to pay more than 
15 percent of their predivorce income to support their 
children.

IMPACT OF DISSOLUTION:

In Alaska people can end their marriage in two ways. 
Both are considered “no-fault.” One, a divorce, usually 
involves attorneys’ fees and court hearings, with the 
judge mak. "g a final decision in areas where the two 
parties cannot agree. The other, a dissolution, can be 
done without attorneys, with minimal expense, and re­
quires tha t both  parties agree about every issue. About 
two-thirds of all Alaskan couples who end their mar­
riages choose a dissolution.

Alaska is one of only 8 states that permit dissolutions. 
It is also one of the most liberal in its provisions. Most



other states do not permit dissolutions if there are minor 
children, if the marriage is one of long duration, or if 
the couple has property. Alaska law places no limita­
tions on the use of dissolutions.

In addition to the study’s general findings, it appears 
that women who choose dissolution suffer even more 
financial hardship than  women who go through a 
divorce.

•  Women who used the dissolution procedure received 
far less than half of the couple’s property. Wives 
received only 29 percent of the property in dissolu­
tions. Women who used divorce received 50 percent 
of the marital property.

• Child support awards were lower when the dissolu­
tion procedure was used. Particularly hard hit were 
families with one child where average awards were 
27 percent lower than  in divorce (see Figure 3).

F I G U R E  3 :  A V E R A G E  M O N T H L Y  C H I L D  S U P P O R T  A W A R D  F O R  A L L  C H I L D R E N  A N D  
O N E  C H I L D  F A M I L I E S  B Y  L E G A L  P R O C E D U R E

Dissolution Divorce

Average Award for Families with 
One Child

Average Award for 
All Children

SUMMARY:

The findings of this study together with a growing 
body of research suggest that the current legal system 
of divorce creates economic hardships for women and 
children instead of providing greater family equity. 
Inadequate and poorly enforced child support awards, 
the near absence of spousal support, and unequal divi­
sion of marital property are creating a new class of poor.

Divorced women and their children face a precipitous 
drop in family income. Some face certain impoverish­
ment. Women who choose the dissolution procedure 
suffer even more financial hardship than those who go 
through a divorce.

The Alaska Women’s Commission was created to 
ensure equity for women in Alaska. The Commission’s 
current legislative platform attempts to correct many of 
the inequities that occur under existing divorce laws. 
The findings of the Commission’s study support these 
efforts.

The report was written by Barbara Baker, research 
analyst for the Alaska Women's Commission. For a copy 
of the full report or for more information about the 
Commission’s legislative advocacy, research efforts and 
educational services, please contact the Commission of­
fice at 3601 "C ” Street, Suite 742, Anchorage, Alaska 
99501 or call 561-4227.
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RESOURCES:
Comm unity resources exist to assist people who are 

considering divorce. T he following is a list o f some of 
the agencies who provide legal assistance or counseling.

Legal Assistance:

Alaska Legal Services — Provides legal assistance 
to low income people. It also screens applicants for 
the Pro Bono Program which provides free legal 
assistance to low income people. “Do It Yourself’ 
(Pro Se) Divorce Clinics are also conducted by 
Alaska Legal Services in some communities. Legal 
Services is located in Anchorage, Barrow, Bethel, 
Dillingham, Fairbanks, Juneau, Ketchikan, Kodiak, 
Kotzebue, Nome, Unalaska.

Dispute Resolution Services, Fairbanks

Counseling and Support:

W om en’s Resource Centers are located in 
Anchorage, Barrow, Bethel, Cordova, Fairbanks, 
Homer, Kenai/Soldotna, Kodiak, Kotzebue, Nome 
and Wasilla.

M en’s Support Network, Anchorage 

Father’s Rights G roup, Fairbanks

ALASKA WOMEN'S COMMISSION 
3601 "C” STREET, SUITE 742 
ANCHORAGE, AK 99503

Members of Commission:
Kris Chatfield, chair 
Anchorage 

Joy Green-Armstrong, vice chair 
Anchorage 

Loretta Bullard 
Nome

Elizabeth (Pat) Kennedy, Anchorage 
Mary Pete, Bethel 
Betty Ramage, Anchorage 
Wendy Redman, Fairbanks 
Paula Ziegler, Juneau

Executive Director 
Christine Callahan

Research Analyst 
Barbara Baker
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H i g h l i g h t s . . .
In Alaska Women’s Commission History

1977 * The Status of Women in Alaska identified numerous 
problems confronting women in Alaska and recommended the 
formation of a women’s commission to implement the recom­
mendations contained in the study.

1977 - Statewide conference honoring International Women’s 
Year is convened in Anchorage. 1,000 women in attendance. 
Conference recommendations include the need to establish a 
women’s commission to address widespread discrimination.

1978 - Tenth Alaska Legislature passes HB303, creating the 
Alaska Commission on the Status of Women. Bill is sponsored 
by Rep. Lisa Rudd. On July 8, 1978, governor signs bill into 
law. Ten Commissioners appointed October 1978.

Pi i k ®an,<s ^ ^ or t s
Eg NA T IO N AL R A T IF IC A T in i

1981 - The governor proclaims Women’s History Week, 
March 8-14.

1982 - Alaska Women’s Commission testifies before State Hu­
man Rights Commission and Blue Ribbor-. Commission on Per­
sonnel regarding changes to the state’s personnel system which 
would make it more equitable and accessible to women.

1982 - Alaska Women’s Commission responds to the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission regarding affirmative action goals 
for hire on proposed natural gas pipeline.

1979 - Public hearings conducted by the Commission are held 
on violence against women, sex bias in education, welfare, and 
displaced homemakers.

1979 - Commission conducts research on the status of home­
makers in Alaska.

1979 - Commission develops training manuals and “how-to" 
guides on assertiveness training, applying for foundation fund­
ing and sex equity in education.

1980 - Status reports written and presented by Commission 
on child support enforcement, displaced homemakers and 
battered women.

1980 - Commission convenes task force on “Violence Against 
Alaska Native Women.” Report and recommendations are 
forwarded to the governor for action.

1980 - Commission sponsors two conferences: Voices of Black 
Women in Alaska, second Alaska Native Women’s Statewide 
Organization Conference.

1980 - Legislation on displaced homemakers and domestic 
violence is supported by the Commission. Domestic violence 
legislation passes into law.

1981 - Women’s Legal Rights in Alaska is published by the 
Alaska Women’s Commission. Over 5,000 copies distributed.

1981 - Commission sponsors five regional conferences: Filipino 
Alaskan Women’s Network Conference in Anchorage; "Piqati- 
gich" a conference held in Kotzebue to discuss sharing together; 
Women of Hoonah meet to discuss "Community Concerns”, 
Kenai women discuss "Action or Reaction”; conferences on com­
munication and roles of women in the village held in Fairbanks 
and Galena are conducted by ANWSO-Doyon Region, Tanana 
Chiefs and WIC-CA.

1981 - Commission coordinates meeting of lieutenant governor j
with major women’s organizations in the state to discuss policies 
affecting women’s equality.

1981 - Commission backed bill, “Mini Title IX” becomes law in 
Alaska. The bill (SB99) prohibits sex discrimination in education. 
Four other bills supported by the Commission are also passed 
into law which encompass domesdc violence and sexual assault, 
child care assistance, child support enforcement, insurance cover­
age of midwives.

1981 - Commission holds hear­
ings on “Women in Construc­
tion’’ to identify employment 
opportunities and potential barri­
ers during construction of the 
proposed gas pipeline.

1981 - Commission forms task 
force on “Women and Correc­
tions" and advocates improved 
facilities and programming fo:: femaleinmates.



More Highlights

1982 - Commission releases Five Years Later, a status report 
on the recommendations contained in A Preliminary Study: 
The Status of Women in Alaska, 1977.
1982 - SB63, a bill to permanently establish the Alaska 
Women's Commission, passes the legislature and is signed 
into law by the governor. Senators V. Fisher, Rodey and 
Sturgulewski sponsor bill.

Profiles in Change: 
NAMES. NOTES AND QUOTES 

FOR ALASKAN WOMEN
Alaska Commission on the Status of Women

1982 » Alaska Legislature and the governor proclaim March, 
Women’s History Month.

1982 - Commission co-sponsors conference with U.S. Wom­
en’s Bureau on “Women in Apprenticeship.”

1982 - A regional conference in Barrow is sponsored by the 
Commission.

1983 - Three posters, targeted at school children encourag­
ing them to explore all of their talents and interests, are 
produced by the Commission and sent to schools statewide.

1983 - Commission publishes brochure for Women’s History 
Month that suggests activities and projects suitable for class­
room setting. Brochures are sent to schools statewide.

1982 - Commission 
sponsors a statewide wom­
en’s conference “Alaska’s 
Women: Determining Our 
Futures". Attendance 
reaches nearly 1,000 peo­
ple from all over Alaska.

1982 - Commission forms 
Health Task Force to define 
women’s health needs. A state­
wide teleconference is held on 
the issue and Commission acts upon recommendations.

1982 - Commission makes recommendations concerning 40 
pieces of legislation pending before Alaska State Legislature 
and the I’.S. Congress.

1983 « A comprehensive study on the Economic Status of 
Alaska Native Wbmen is conducted and published by the 
Commission.

1983 - Public service announcements regarding non-tradi- 
tional employment opportunities, fetal alcohol syndrome and 
non-sexist language are produced by the Commission and 
aired on statewide television.

1983 - Six conferences and seminars are sponsored by the 
Commission; in Fairbanks “Making the System Work for 
You"; in Juneau, "Southeast Alaska Women’s Leadership
Conference"; in Ketchikan 'Work and Network: Southeast 

Alaska’s Immediate Future for 
Women”; in Anchorage "The 
Future of Alaska-Protecting 
Human Resources as Industry 
Grows”; in Kodiak "Women as 
Managers and Decision 
Makers," in Anchorage "Pay 
Equity/Comparable Worth."

1983 - Commission reviews 
and critiques pilot edition of 
the Alaska History textbook.

1983 - Profiles of 60 Alaskan 
women who have contributed 

to the state’s economic, social and political development 
are published by the Commission in Profiles in Change - 
Names, Notes and Quotes for Alaskan Women.

1982 - Commission de­
velops media campaign on 
sex role stereotyping 
which airs on television 
throughout the state.

1982 - Assists the De­
partment of Education in 
drafting regulations for 

the implementation of sex equity in education law.

"Communicating" woodcut print used with permission of folly Lee.

1982 * Commission is appointed to the Equity Coordinating 
Council for Alaska to assist school districts with implementa­
tion of new sex equity law.

1982 - Co-sponsors “Women 
and Alcohol" Conference with 
the state Office on Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse.

1982 - Sponsors seminar on 
“Women in the Political Proc­
ess" in Kodiak-.



1984 • “Barriers to Employment Conference" is co-sponsored 
by the Alaska Women’s Commission.

1984 - Written Biographies of 20 women in Alaska history 
are distributed by the Commission to statewide media for use 
during Women’s History Month.

1984 - Commission sponsors “Labor 
Union Workshop" in Anchorage and 
publishes results of the conference.

1984 - A statewide Directory of Wom­
en's Organizations is released by the 
Commission.

1984 - Alaska Women: A Databook, 
a profile of Alaska Women based 
upon the 1980 census, is published by 
the Commission.

1984 - A revised edition of Womens 
Legal Rights in Alaska is published by 
the Commission. Over 5,000 copies distributed since its sec­
ond release.

1984 - Commission co-sponsors and helps publish Child 
Care Directories for Anchorage, Juneau/Ketchikan and Fair­
banks.

1984 - Local Women’s Councils are established in Anchor­
age and Sitka with the assistance of the Alaska Women’s 
Commission.

1984 * Commission supports ten bills in the legislature, five 
signed into law.

1984 - Workshop on “American Wcmen: Three Decades of 
Change” is co-sponsored by the Commission with the U.S. 
Bureau of the Census and the state Dept, of Labor.

1984 - Commission conducts study on pension reform 
within the public employees retirement system and submits 
recommendations for legislative changes. Changes are 
adopted in 1985.

v' v 
., 7: '
■ V

1984 * Native Women's Task Force convened by Commission 
to address employment issues within state government.

1984 - Commission testifies before legislative committee on 
improving women’s economic conditions through expansion 
of business loans targeted at women owned businesses.

1984-86 - Commission serves on Sex Equity Advisory 
Committee of Anchorage School District.

1985 - Commission completes Review of the Alaska Statutes for Sex Discrimination which identifies over 80 discriminatory 
laws.

1985 - As a result of the Alaska Women’s Commission’s 
efforts, former spouses and widows of State employees are 
able to purchase group health insurance at a comparable 
price at no expense to the State.

1985 - Commission works with the Department of Adminis­
tration to increase recruitment and hiring of Native women.

1985 - Commission publishes A Sense of 
History, the first annotated bibliography of 
books, articles, audio-visual aids and photo 
displays about Alaska Women. Distributed 
to schools, libraries and all social studies 
teachers in the state.

1985 - Commission establishes third 
lecal women’s council in Juneau.

1985 - Commission holds statewide 
women's conference in Anchorage on 
the economic status of women. “At the 
Edge of Opportunity" brought together 
more than 700 people from more than 
10 communities.

1985 - A workshop on the United Nations Conference for 
Women is sponsored by the Commission and held in 
Anchorage.

1985 - A seminar on Equal Educational Opportunities for 
Girls is sponsored by the Commission in Wasilla.

cunt
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More Highlights. ..
1985 « Alaska Women's Commission organizes Legislative 
Alliance for Women Statewide (LAWS), a coalition of 15 
statewide women’s organizations whose purpose is to analyze 
and take positions on legislation, monitor budget and 
policy decisions which have direct impact on women’s lives.

llr tu r

1985-1986 - On behalf of the Commission, seven bills 
are introduced by the Governor which have a significant 
economic impact on women. Three of the bills pass.

1986 - Commission works with state government to initi­
ate an expanded register to increase the hiring of women 
in ranges 18 and above.

1986 - Court system and the Commission work together 
to revise forms for marital dissolutions so that lay people 
can more easily understand their rights and obligations.

1986 - Commission evaluates imple­
mentation of Alaska’s sex equity in 
education law, Chapter 18. Results are 
published in Commitment or Compla­
cency: An Assessment of Sex Equity in 
Alaska’s Educational Institutions.

1986 - Four hundred rural women in attendance at four 
regional Commission sponsored conferences in Bethel, 
Huslia, Sitka, Wasilla. A report is published summarizing 
the events and recommendations.

1986 - Two leadership seminars are conducted by the 
Commission. Held in Juneau, the seminar “Women in 
Prison" provides policy makers with an overview of issues 
surrounding the Alaskan female prison population. In 
Fairbanks, “Making a Difference: A Primer for Women in 
Public Life” provides training session for women consider­
ing running for public office. A handbook for political 
involvement is issued following seminar and is mailed to 
1700 women.

1986 - Commission produces 30 public service announce­
ments for television and radio profiling Alaskan women 
and their accomplishments. Profiles play throughout the 
state on commercial and public radio and television during 
March, Women’s History Month.

1986 - Women’s history timeline poster is produced by 
the Commission and sent to all schools, libraries and to 
every social studies teacher in the state.

1986 - Commission member serves on state Commission 
on Child Support Enforcement, providing governor with 
findings and recommendations to m ike child support more 
uniform and equitable.

1987 - Commission co-sponsors Female Minority Leader­
ship Conference with Anchorage School District. Com­
mission member serves as program chair.

ivo/ - Commission targets efforts to improve family equi­
ty. Conducts research on the economic impact of divorce 
on women and children. At the request of the Commis­
sion, legislation is again introduced by the Governor to 
ensure that career assets are considered marital property 
and to provide for heightened judicial scrutiny of dissolu­
tion cases.

1987 - Commission sponsors seminars in Anchorage and 
Juneau on the state Human Services Budget and the 
impacts of cuts on women and children. Legislators, policy 
makers, providers and advocates participate.

1987 - March, Women’s History Month, is again com­
memorated with Commission-produced television and 
radio profiles aired statewide throughout the month.

1987 - Services to rural women are highlight of 
Commission-sponsored seminar in Bethel.

1987 - Legal Rights for Women, a day-long conference 
with a broad spectrum of workshops, is produced in 
Anchorage by Commission. Nearly 125 people participate.

1987 - HB4 and SB89, companion bills to extend the 
Alaska Women’s Commission to 1991, are introduced.
HB4 is sponsored by Representatives Davis, Koponen, 
Ulmer, Ellis, Brown and Donley. SB89 is sponsored by the 
Governor.

STATUS REPORT is published by the Alaska Women's Commission. The Commission was established in 1978 to improve the status of Alaska women through 
research and advocacy. Its members are appointed by the Governor to staggered five-year terms. Commission members serve on a voluntary basis and at the pleasure 
of the Governor. They .nclude Kris Chatfield, Chair, Joy Green-Armstrong, Vice Chair, Loretta Bullard. Marcia Johnson, Pat Kennedy, Mary Pete, Betty Ramage, 
Wendy Redman, and Paula Ziegler.
For further information about the Commission, contact us at 3601 'C' St., Suite 742, Anchorage, AK 99503 (907) 561-4227. Christine Callahan, Executive Direc­
tor, Barbara Baker, newsletter editor.
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TO: S E N A T E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E  *
■ •

Subject: Need to pass SB 8 - extend Women's Commission r---
, r =  ) , ^ f  / > - / .

From: James E. Fisher, 6645 N. Douglas Hwy, Juneau'"

/ t t f a c h m & x t
n a n a x x n m

:

Date: January 26th, 1989

As a long term observer and participant in Alaskan society, I urge passage of 
S E N A T E  B I L L  8 , to extend the W o m e n’s Commission, in substantially its present 
structure.

In this age when women urgently need to work (I R E P E A T , U R G E N T L Y  N E E D  
T O  W O R K )  ouside the home, to maintain their families and themselves, it is 
imperative this state have the services of an agency staffed and structured as the 
Women's Commission.The economics of this age have thrust upon us a situation 
where over 8 0 %  of our families no longer fit the more traditional family pattern of 
husband, wife, who specializes in being a housewife, and children.

W e  men, who have not been single parent household -heads, are.'probably almost 
always inaccurate in understanding "women's problems". Those women who operate 
under the stress of such a family situation probably have neither the energy or time 
remaining, after caring for families and themselves, to communicate, how their 
condition affects us. Unless some reasonably accurate information on the status of 
Alaskan families is available, we will be unable to adequately prepare the next, and 
succeeding genrations, to assume their responsibilities.

It is imperative we understand the costs to women, and government, of the many 
social pressures affecting more than half of our population. The Women's 
Commission provides understanding of a huge portion of our state family.

Adequate understanding of the condition of half of our population, women , must 
come from inquiries of the Women's Commission until the time arrives when a 
wom an is Governor, half thfe.Legislature are women and half the Alaska-Supreme. 
Court are women.

(WC-S-FIN.DOC)
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1988 REPUBLICAN PLATFORM
Co-Chain Mferrill Sikorski Co-Chain Sue Miller

S T A T E  B U D G E T / E C O N O M I C S

88-1 The Republican Party of Alaska believes 
that the Permanent Fund must be protected and 
preserved unless directed otherwise by a vote of the 
people. Further, the RPA stands in support of the 
Permanent Fund Distribution Program to individ­
uals.

8 8 -2  The RPA believes the State of Alaska must 
have a stable tax policy. We need to cut back on 
State spending, instead of imposing an individual 
income tax, unless such a tax is approved by the 
electorate.
88 -3 The RPA supports cutting State spending 
to a level consistent with revenue forecasts for the 
approaching years. State spending must be directed 
toward promoting a healthy economy and the wise 
use of Alaska’s resources. Government should pro-, 
vide only those necessary public services that can­
not be adequately supplied by the private sector.

88 -4  The RPA believes that each child should 
receive the best education possible. To accomplish 
this, the State funding for education should be for­
mulated to that it is equitable to all school districts 
throughout the State.
88 -5  The RPA stands for fiscal integrity and sup­
ports a responsible, independent audit of State gov­
ernment programs by qualified auditors with appro­
priate sanctions to be applied fairly.

C R I M E / J U D I C I A L  S Y S T E M

8 8 -6  The RPA supports the implementation of 
capital punishment for heinous crimes.

8 8 -7  The RPA supports recriminalization of mar­
ijuana in compliance with federal law, and supports 
stronger enforceable State laws relating to the sale, 
possession, use or transfer of all illegal substances 
with mandatory minimum prison sentences for of­
fenders.
88 -8  The RPA supports an In-prison and post- 
prison work program that alms to provide for res­
titution by the criminal for the victims of crime.
8 8 -9  The RPA supports increased efforts by the 
United States attorneys to detect, apprehend and 
prosecute illegal commercial pornographers.
88-10 The RPA opposses the Implementation of

lotteries orsimilarvehicles to generate revenues for 
the public sector.

88-11 The RPA supports increased efforts to de­
tect, apprehend and prosecute White Collar crimes 
which occur in both the public and private sectors.

C H I L D R E N ’S  I S S U E S

88 -1 2  The RPA, in recognizing the needs and 
rights of children, support the judicial system’s clar­
ification and strengthening of penalties towards 
those convicted of child abuse and recognizes the 
parents' rights to discipline their children.

88 -1 3  The RPA believes that providing for clean, 
low cost and stable electric power is vital to Alaska's 
future. We must have a comprehensive strategy for 
energy development Every Alaskan deserves to 
benefit from an energy policy that recognizes local 
needs. The State can assist through research, plan­
ning and financial support The State should ex­
plore all energy alternatives, including the use of 
North Slope Natural Gas.
88 -1 4  The RPA believes in a strong State and 
National policy on energy and minerals. The RPA 
supports the development of long range plans that 
will maintain a balance between economic and con ­
servation concerns, creating an environment that 
will allow us to improve our quality of life and 
promote development which is necessary for our 
economic growth. Only through responsible multi­
ple development of our resources can we hope to 
diversify our economy and reduce our dependence 
on oil revenues.

88 -1 5  The RPA believes that the nation’s best in­
terests are served by the environmentally-sound 
and expeditious development of Alaska’s ANWR 
(Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.)
88 -1 6  The Republican Party of Alaska supports an 
increased and equitable trade of natural resources 
with Pacific Rim countries that support basic human 
rights and the ideals of the United States.

88 -17  The RPA supports the original intent of the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, to fully integrate 
Alaska's society and to provide Alaska's aboriginal 
people an equal footing with all other Alaskans; and 
therefore, opposes any court, congressional, State or



Federal actions to recognize any claim of native sov­
ereignty or to encourage sovereign vlllagevgovern- 
ments within Alaska. The RPA also believes that the 
native peoples of Alaska should be encouraged to 
preserve their own cultural heritages.

88 -18  The RPA believes in the wise development of 
Alaska’s resources, both renewable and non-renew­
able for the maximum benefit of all citizens of Alaska 
and the United States. We strongly support the ex­
ploration and development of Alaska’s natural re­
sources through reasonable tax incentives and other 
incentives. The extraction and harvest of these re­
sources is to be based on scientific resource man-, 
agement, consistent with legitimate environmental 
concerns.

88 -1 9  The RPA believes that all Alaskan citizens 
should have equal rights of access to all fish and 
game resources.
88 -2 0  The RPA believes that the State of Alaska 
should immediately receive the lands it is entitled to, 
pursuant to the Alaska Statehood Act

S T A T E  G O V E R N M E N T  I S S U E S

88-21 To the greatest extent possible under the 
United States and Alaska constitutions, Alaskans 
should fill every Alaskan job for which they are qual­
ified. The RPA will work aggressively to create more 
jobs for Alaskans through sound economic develop­
ment policies. We should educateand train Alaskans 
to qualify for these jobs.
88 -2 2  The RPA believes that Alaskans deserve a 
State government that is open and fair to all and for 
sale to none. A strong code of ethics is a necessity for 
every person who serves in the Executive, Legislative 
or Judicial Branch of government.

88 -23  The RPA believes that to strengthen the po­
litical party system, a preferential primary must be 
adopted by the State of Alaska.
88 -24  The RPA believes that the development of 
agriculture, forestry, mining, manufacturing, recrea­
tion and fisheries in Alaska is essential to the long­
term development of our State. The RPA should ac­
tively promote economically and environmentally 
sound development.
88 -25  The RPA believes that the Constitution of 
Alaska provides essential guidance for the govern­
ance of Alaska. Therefore, all agencies implementing 
regulations must be reviewed for compliance with the 
provisions of the Constitution. Those regulations 
found to be in non-compliance must be brought into 
compliance.
88-26 The RPA stands for fiscal integrity and sup­

ports responsible independent audit of State gov­
ernment programs by qualified auditors, with appro­
priate sanctions to be applied fairly.

8 8 -2 7  The RPA supports continuation of the Lon­
gevity Bonus Program and State long-term health 
care for the elderly.

N A T I O N A L  I S S U E S

88 -2 8  The RPA supports a strong national defense 
for peace through strength for the United States, in­
cluding SDI (Strategic Defense Initiative).

8 8 -2 9  The RPA supports any legislation that would 
freeze the flow of U.S. technology, U.S. loans and loan 
guarantees and U.S. tax dollars to expansionist com ­
munist countries.

88 -3 0  The RPA supports the reduction of the U.S. 
budget deficit through a decrease in federal spend­
ing and opposes an increase in federal taxes as a 
means of accomplishing a budget deficit reduction.
88 -31 The RPA supports the President’s policies 
with respect to the containment of communism, the 
preservation of navigational rights in international 
waters and the protection of American citizens and 
property from terrorism and aggression.
88 -3 2  The RPA supports the valiant efforts of the 
Friends of Freedom throughout the entire world that 
are opposing totalitarian communist regimes and, if 
necessary, to promote their cause with United 
States assistance for humanitarian and/or military 
aid.

88 -3 3  The RPA believes in the rights of Alaskans 
to keep and bear arms.
88 -3 4  The RPA supports the concept of free en­
terprise and simple, fair and equitable tax systems.
88 -35  The RPA supports the free enterprise s y s - ; 
tern that has made this country great It also rec­
ognizes the positive contribution of organized labor 
and welcomes and solicits participation of union 
workers in the Republican Party.
88 -3 6  The RPA supports the position that the 
United States government deny foreign aid to any 
country not cooperating fully in the U.S.’s effort to 
stop the flow of illegal drugs into our country.

88 -3 7  The RPA does not support any legislation 
recognizing any gay rights or AID’s Victims as a 
minority, or as an acceptable lifestyle.

88 -38  TheiRPA proposes the revision of the wel­
fare system to require "work for benefits" whenever 
the recipient is able.



88 -3 9  The RPA believes that the Constitution of 
Alaska provides essential guidance for the govern­
ment of Alaska. Therefore, all agencies implement­
ing regulations must be reviewed for compliance 
with the provisions of the Constitution. Those regu­
lations found to be in non-compliance must be 
brought into compliance.

H U M A N  R E S O U R C E S

88 -4 0  The RPA recognizes all pornography as a  
clear and present danger to American public health.

38 -41 The RPA affirms it support of a Constitu­
tional amendment to restore protection of the right- 
to-life for the aged, handicapped and unborn chil­
dren, including government support for their physi­
cal well-being, and that government funding for 
abortions should be abolished with the exception of 
the life of the mother.

8 8 -4 2  The RPA recognizes the value of all human 
life, regardless of age or condition of dependency.

ifThe sanctity of human life is threatened by efforts to 
legalize active euthanasia, assisted suicide and in­
fanticide. Efforts in various states have attempted to 
define human life according to qualitative criteria, 
that threatens the lives of the aged and handi­
capped.
88 -4 3  The RPA supports written informed con­
sent requiring medical personnel to inform patients 
or, in the case of a minor, to also Inform parents or 
legal guardians, as to the developments of the baby, 
any possible complications arising from abortion 
and alternatives to abortion, such as adoption.
88 -44 The RPA recognizes the need for caution in 
our public school systems regarding education in 
human sexuality. It encourages our public schools 
to honor and respect the rights of parents’ in this 
area and hopes that curriculum will reflect high 
moral values regarding chastity, marriage and 
human life.
88 -45  The RPA opposes the establishment of 
school health clinics that advocate contraception 
and abortion.
88 -46 The RPA believes that parents' rights in­
clude the liberty of the family In social economic, 
religious and educational opportunities, including 
the responsibility of educating their own children at 
the school of their choice —  public, private, relig­
ious or home. The family is defined as a group of 
people who are related by blood, traditional mar­
riage or legal adoption.

untary prayer or the right for a period of silence for 
the purpose of prayer and meditation in the public 
school system.
88 -4 8  The RPA supports the reintroduction of the 
Pledge of Allegiance in public schools, the display 
of the American Flag and the State Flag, and a 
general pervasive promotion of patriotism in our 
public schools, through curriculum, activities and 
emphasis.
8 8 -4 9  The RPA stands for the rights of religious 
equity in our schools, including the exercise of in­
dividual faith to be unhindered by the State govern­
ment
88 -5 0  The RPA believes that creation science 
should be given equal representation with other 
scientific theory in the classroom.
88-51 The RPA recognizes that the family is a 
should be given equal representation with other 
scientific theory in the ciassroom.
88-51 The RPA recognizes that the family is a 
fundamental unit of society and that we continue to 
provide incentives to strengthen and reinforce the 
family unit concept

88 -52 The RPA believes that AIDS should be 
treated as a communicable disease and not afford­
ed legal protection as a handicap.

88-53 The RPA shall support quality public educa­
tion and maximum local control of public education.
88 -5 4  The RPA recognizes the positive contribu­
tions of private, religious and home schools. The 
RPA states that the State and Federal governments 
should have control only of health and safety reg­
ulations, regardless of funding.

THE ONLY P U N K  OFFER 3D FROM THE FLOOR 
AND PASSED BY THE CONVENTION IS SHOWN 
BELOW.

Floor Plank #1 The RPA supports mandatory noti­
fication of parents/guardians prior to medical ser­
vices being performed on minors by public or pri­
vate agencies or individuals, except for services of 
an emergency nature.

THIS CONCLUDES THE 
1988 REPUBLICAN PLATFORM.

88-47 The RPA supports the reinstatement of vol-



1988 REPUBLICAN RESOLUTIONS
Co-Chairman: Malcolm Roberts Co-Chairman: Jack Wilbur

The following resolutions, including those offered on the floor, were passed by the general assembly of the 
1988 Republican State Convention.

S T A T E  B U D G E T / E C O N O M I C S

OLYMPICS SUPPORT
WHEREAS, the City of Anchorage has been 

named as America’s choice to host the 1994 Winter 
Olympics to be held in the United States; and 
WHEREAS, holding an Olympic event will stimulate 
economic activity throughout the entire State and 
will bring world-wide exposure to the diverse e c o ­
nomic opportunities this State has to offer THERE­
FORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Republican Party 
of Alaska supports and commends the efforts of the 
Alaska Organizing Committee for seeking to bring 
the Winter Olympics to Alaska.

FUNDING FOR ROAD PROJECTS AND IMPROVEMENTS
WHEREAS, the State of Alaska has limited a c ­

cess to many areas; and WHEREAS, the Alaskan 
economy is in need of a diversified economic base; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED thatthatthe Repub­
lican Party of Alaska encourages and supports ex­
pedient release of Federal and State funding for 
new road construction and roao improvements 
projects which promote increased tourism, travel 
safety and improve property valuation, including 
projects such as the Funny River Road Access 
Bridge, a road from Cordova to Chitna and a road 
from Juneau to Haines.
STATE ASSISTANCE TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS; OPERATIONS vs. CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

WHEREAS, capital projects built in and for local 
government units often create new operations and 
maintenance costs and this often increases local 
taxes; and WHEREAS, the oil revenue decline, 
through the ripple effect, will produce short falls in 
funds to operate the basic needs of local communi­
ties; THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Repub­
lican Party of Alaska urges the municipalities or 
local government to complete an assessment of 
public need based on the ability to pay for the oper­
ation of the project, and opposes any State funding 
until such assessments have occurred.

FORWARD FUNDING
WHEREAS the Republican Party supports the 

concept of forward funding; and WHEREAS, the 
reduction in funding at both the State and local 
levels in recent years has led to severe last-minute 
cuts in on-going programs and services; and 
WHEREAS, it is important for the agencies involved 
with these programs and services to know in ad­
vance how much the State's share of funding will be 
for the purpose of preparing their respective bud­
gets THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Repub­
lican Party of Alaska supports the establishment of a 
Forward Funding Resen/e Fund that will ultimately 
replace the State Budget Fund for these agencies 
by the fiscal year 1992.
OPPOSING ADDITIONAL TAXATION

WHEREAS, the Republican Party of Alaska op ­
poses additional taxation in any form; THEREFORE. 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Republican Party of 
Alaska supports passage of an amendment to the 
Constitution of the State of Alaska which would 
require an affirmative vote of the people of the State 
prior to the imposition of any new State-wide 
income or sales tax.

C R I M E / J U D I C I A L  S Y S T E M

FINGERPRINTING FELONIOUS YOUTH
WHEREAS, children commit nearly one third of 

the serious crimes in America; and WHEREAS, ju­
venile crime rates have tripled since 1950; and 
WHEREAS, studies show that juvenile criminals 
have turned to crime at an earlier age, their crimes 
have become increasingly more violent, and they 
have stayed with criminal activities longer, and 
WHEREAS, Alaska leads the nation in homicides by 
teens; and WHEREAS the State of Alaska does not 
currently fingerprint juveniles; THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED that the Republican Party of Alaska sup­
ports the fingerprinting of minors who have com ­
mitted felonious crimes as a means of identifying 
early criminal activities of youth and helping to 
break the pattern of such youth.



WHEREAS, a conspiracy statute will provide 
law enforcement agencies with a strong tool to in­
tervene at an early stage of an evolving plan to 
commit a crime, and will allow persons to be 
charged prior to the commission of an illegal act; 
and WHEREAS, of the fifty states and the Federal 
Government, Alaska alone does not have a statute 
making conspiracy an illegal act; THEREFORE BE 
IT RESOLVED that the Republican Party of Alaska 
strongly supports the concept that persons who join 
together to plan the commission of a crime should 
be criminally liable for such action; BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED that the Republican Party of Alaska sup­
ports criminalizing the conspiracy to commit such 
crimes, particularly murder, arson, prostitution and 
delivery of controlled substance.
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

BE IT RESOLVED that the Republican Party of 
Alaska urges the reinstatement of the death penalty 
for committing murder during kidnapping, treason 
against the United States terrorism, first-degree 
murder and wanton killing of persons.

VICTIM’S RIGHTS
WHEREAS, many victims of crime are subject­

ed to additional trauma and involuntary indignities 
and action while particpating in subsequent legal 
actions; THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 
Republican Party of Alaska fully supports strength­
ening the present system of compensating victims 
of violent crimes. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 
judges should be empowered to assess civil mon­
etary judgements against convicted criminals to 
compensate victims and/or their families.
MARIJUANA

WHEREAS, there exists a serious problem with 
the ready availability of marijuana; and WHEREAS, 
there is now ample scientific evidence of the long­
term detrimental effects of the use of the Cannibus 
from the weed Marijuana; and WHEREAS, it has 
long been noted thata significantassociation exists 
between the use of marijuana and crime; and 
WHEREAS, the existing laws of the State of Alaska 
allow for the legal personal possession of four 
ounces of marijuana; and WHEREAS, that amount, 
or any amount, could easily be meant for sale or 
illegal distribution; and WHEREAS, it is still against 
the Federal law for a person to possess and use 
marijuana: THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the

CONSPIRACY ACT Republican Party of Alaska that the Party supports 
and favors the reciminalization of the use, sale, 
growth or possession of any amount of the drug, 
marijuana, or any of its parts. BE IT FURTHER RE­
SOLVED that the Republican Party of Alaska sup­
ports the repeal of Alaska statuted legalizing the 
possession or use of marijuana, and that this res­
olution be forwarded immediately to the members of 
the HESS committees of the Alaska legislature.

SUPPORTING ALASKA TORT REFORM 
LEGISLATION

WHEREAS, Alaskan communities, businesses, 
school districts and private citizens continue to 
suffer undue economic hardships due to the prob­
lems of limited availability and premium escalations 
of insurance coverage; and WHEREAS, a funda­
mental cause of Alaska continuing liability crisis is 
the increasing and unpredictable size of damage 
awards and settlements; and WHEREAS, back- 
logged courts, windfall verdicts, high transaction 
costs of our legal system and escalating liability in­
surance prices are symptons of the need for clear 
and decisive reforms; and WHEREAS, there exists a 
widespread awareness of the need for change and 
some legislative reforms have been enacted, the 
need for comprehensive, fair and reasonable re­
forms has not been satisfied; NOW THEREFORE BE 
IT RESOLVED that the Republican Party of Alaska 
supports legislative measures which will; 1) adopt a 
standard of pure civil liability for Alaska; 2) place a 
$100,000 cap, without exceptions, on the award of 
non-economic damages; 3) clarify that punitive civil 
damages must be supported to clear and convinc­
ing evidence of fraud, malice, gross negligence or 
reckless misconduct; 4) allow either the defendant 
or the plaintiff to request a structured settlement for 
future damages; 5) eliminate double-dip recoveries, 
whereby a plaintiff receives monies from multiple 
sources for the same damages; 6) eliminates Court 
Rule 82, whose interest was to curtail frivilous suits 
by requiring losing litigants to pay court costs, but 
whose inequitable application has only added to the 
costs borne by every Alaskan insurance consumer; 
and 7) establish a meaningful statute of limitations.

CHILDREN/FAM ILY
FOR CHILDREN

WHEREAS, children and youth, our future 
leaders, need adult care and protection; THERE-



FORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Republican Party 
of Alaska supports legislation requiring: 1) criminal 
history records of public school employees and 
other public child care workers; 2) registration of 
convicted adult child, sex offenders who reside in or 
move into the State of Alaska.
SUPPORT FOR THE FAMiLY

WHEREAS, the family is and should remain the 
most important unit in the country; and WHEREAS, 
the future welfare and freedom of our country and its 
citizens depend upon responsible and well-adjust­
ed citizens; and WHEREAS, most young children 
are healthier both mentally and physically in the 
home; and WHEREAS, children should be the re­
sponsibility of their parents and family rather than 
the State; and WHEREAS, the present practices of 
Federal, State and Local governments encourage 
child care of children outside the home; THERE­
FORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Republican Party 
or Alaska supports legislation that advocates and 
encourages parental care of children v/ithin the 
home and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 
Republican Party of Alaska supports the Holloway 
Bill (HR3944.S.2187) or any other bill which en­
courages parental care of children within the home 
through the use of tax credits.
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State water by catcher-processors are exempt 
from the State’s raw fish tax, giving them an e c o ­
nomic advantage over Alaskan-based processors; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that crab catcher- 
processors be required to process their catch in 
designated bays accessible to enforcement offi­
cials.
TONGASS
WHEREAS, the forest products industry is the back­
bone of the economy in Southeast Alaska, depen­
dent upon the Tongass National Forest for its supply 
of timber; and WHEREAS, in establishing the Ton­
gass National Forest, Congress guaranteed a stable 
source of timber to be harvested, using good man­
agement practices, as well as 5.4 million acreas of 
wilderness as a legacy for future generations; and 
WHEREAS, proposed legislation would jeopardize 
the timber industry, resulting in economic disaster 
to the State of Alaska; and WHEREAS, Alaska's re­
sources should be primarily used to benefit Alaskan 
residents; THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 
Republican Party of Alaska opposes the Tongass 
Timber Reform Act.

ESCAPEMENT GOALS AND CATCH LIMITS

NATURAL R ESO U R C ES/ SO V EREIG N TY/SU BSISTEN C E
MINERAL RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT

WHEREAS, development of Alaska’s mineral 
resources for market creates jobs and is essential to 
long-term economic development of our State; and 
WHEREAS, Usibelli Coal Mine has developed a 
market and signed long-term contracts with Pacific 
Rim nations; THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
the Republican Party of Alaska supports further de­
velopment of Alaska’s mineral resources and op­
poses any increase in resource extraction taxes or 
lease payments.

CRAB CATCHER PROCESSORS
WHEREAS, King Crab and Tanner Crab catch­

er-processors work offshore out of reach of any 
monitoring by enforcement agencies; and WHERE­
AS, without enforcement monitoring, the catcher- 
processors are able to take undersized, juvenile 
and female crab, to the detriment of the future stock;

WHEREAS, the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game has exclusive authority to set escapement 
goals and catch limits; and WHEREAS, the Depart­
ment of Fish and Game has not determined the 
optimum escape levels for many streams in the 
State; THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the year­
ly management plan setting an escapement goal 
and catch, be approved by the Board of Fisheries.

MARICULTURE
WHEREAS, Alaska’s wild fisheries natural re­

source is the cornerstone of the Alaskan fishing 
economy; and WHEREAS, the many-unanswered 
questions concerning fish disease and its impact 
upon wild stocks, market conditions, profitability, 
the total economic effects to the State of Alaska, and 
the degree to which the State is willing to support 
and subsidize the aquatic farming of finfish dictate a 
cautious approach to fish farming; and WHEREAS, 
no thorough study of the total economic effects of 
finfish farming has been made; and WHEREAS, the 
pen-rearing of finfish is not specifically addressed 
in Alaska State statutes or regulations; THERE­
FORE BE IT RESOLVED the the Republican Party of 
Alaska opposes the aquatic farming of finfish in



saltwater at this time, and urges the State of Alaska 
to fulfill Its obligation as steward of our natural 
resources by enacting legislation requiring a com ­
prehensive study of the economic, social, political 
and legal ramifications of the eslablishment of a 
pen-reared finfish industry; and BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED THAT THE Republican Party of Alaska 
urges the Alaska State Legislature to enact legis­
lation prohibiting the issuing of permits for, or the 
construction of, pen-reared finfish farms in salt­
water, pending completion of the above-designated 
study.

TIMBER
WHEREAS, Alaska's forests are one of our truly 

renewable resources; and WHEREAS, multiple use, 
through modern forest practices maintain the viabil­
ity of Alaska's timber industry and the economic 
stability of Alaskan communities; and WHEREAS, 
Congress must abide by its 50-year contracts with 
the Southeast pulp companies, as well as subse­
quent commitments under the Alaska National In­
terest Conservation Act; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED that no further withdrawals of State, 
Federal or Park Lands be enacted; and BE IT 
FURTHER RESOLVED that the Republican Party of 
Alaska encourages maximum local processing of 
Alaska's timber.
FISH ESCAPEMENT AND CATCH LIMITS

WHEREAS, the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game has exclusive authority to set escapement 
goals and catch limits; and WHEREAS the Depart­
ment of Fish and Game has not determined the 
optimum escapement levels for many streams in 
Alaska; THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Title 16 
be amended to require the yearly management plan 
setting escapement goals and catch limits be ap ­
proved by the Board of Fisheries.
FREE TRADE ZONE

WHEREAS, Alaska needs an infusion of new 
and vigorous businesses; and WHEREAS, the eco ­
nomic base for the State would be broadened; and 
WHEREAS there is a need to stimulate foreign trade; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that a policy and 
comprehensive plan for Free Trade Zones be en­
couraged in Alaska.

PRIVATE EXPANSION OF.ALASKA 
TRADE WITH PACIFIC RIM COUNTRIES

WHEREAS the State of Alaska has a vast re­

serve of other industrial resources; ie. timber, fish­
ing, minerals and energy; and WHEREAS many Pa­
cific Rim countries would like to do business with 
Alaska directly; THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
the United States and the State of Alaska works to 
insure the expeditious development of private ex­
pansion of Alaska trade with Pacific Rim countries.

ANWR
WHEREAS, the coastal plain of ANWR contains 

the most promising onshore oil and gas provinces 
in North America; and WHEREAS, Congress is cur­
rently considering legislation that would open por­
tions of ANWR to oil and gas exploration; and 
WHEREAS, Congress has, through the Statehood 
Act, granted 90% o? the royalty on oil and gas pro­
duction from federal lands in the State of Alaska; 
and WHEREAS, the oil industry operations, being 
consistent with legitimate environmental concerns, 
have demonstrated that it can operate in an en- 
vironmentally-responsible manner through nearly 
two decades of activities on the North Slope; THERE­
FORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Republican Party 
of Alaska would urge exploration and development 
of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in accordance 
with past royalty grants and legitimate environ­
mental concerns that have proven beneficial for all 
Americans.

MILITARY SUPPORT
WHEREAS, Alaska’s geographical proximity to 

the Soviet Union renders it of increasing strategic 
military importance; and WHEREAS, the continued 
growth of the military community In Alaska provides 
both increased security and economic stimulus; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED thr.tthe Republican 
Party of Alaska supports the further development of 
both active duty and National Guard and Alaska 
National Guard components in the State; and BE IT 
FURTHER RESOLVED that home porting of naval 
vessels in Alaska deserves active support

NATURAL RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
The Constitution of the state of Alaska, Article 

VIII, mandates the State of Alaska to develop its 
resources to the best interest of the people of the 
State; and WHEREAS, the development is one of the 
most valuable resources available to the State; and 
WHEREAS, development of Alaska’s traditional e c ­
onomics could be promoted by 1) a stable tax policy; 
2) reducing and consolidating government regula-



tions; 3) limiting mineral closing orders; and 4) 
improving access to resource areas, including as­
serting access rights under RS 2477; and WHERE­
AS, production of minerals in sensitive areas can be 
controlled in such a manner that the development 
will have minimal impact on the environment and 
WHEHEAS, the Clean Water Act provides that states 
may assume permitting of the National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System Permits (NPDES) for 
separate segments of its industry, and all waters in 
the State of Alaska do not naturally meet drinking 
water criteria; NOW, THEREFORE BEIT RESOLVED 
that our elected officials follow their path of office 
in upholding Article VIII of the Alaska Constitution; 
and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Republi­
can Party of Alaska favors management of Alaska’s 
resources in the most positive manner, including 
assumption of NPDES Permits, realistic water clas­
sification, RS 2477 assertion, stable taxing, no 
blanket closing orders and consolidated regulations 
for the benefit of all Alaska’s residents.

MAT-SU BOROUGH TIMBER SALE
WHEREAS, the technology exists to harvest 

and process northern forest species without sacri­
ficing environmental quality; and WHEREAS, envi­
ronmental safeguards in State law are sufficient to 
protect streams and fish and wildlife habitat; and 
WHEREAS, well-planned, orderly development of 
commercial State forest lands in this area will bring 
jobs for people in a time of recession and high 
unemployment; THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 
that the Republican Party of Alaska supports the 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough’s effort to convince 
the Governor to proceed with a timber sale in the 
region and to establish an evironmentally-sound 
and value-added forest products industry in the 
Susitna Basin, which addresses proper multi-use 
concerns.

FIELD RESEARCH LAB
WHEREAS, the State of Alaska is just beginning 

to realize the necessity of adequate scientific re­
search upon which to base decisions, manifest by 
the introduction of legislation that would establish 
an Alaska Science Foundation and Science Re­
search Building; and WHEREAS, Section 104(e) of 
the Clean Water Act mandated the Environmental 
Protection Agency to establish, equip and maintain 
a field research laboratory in the State of Alaska and 
to conduct research into Alaska’s unique climatic 
conditions; and WHEREAS, the aforementioned

field research laboratory was established at the 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks but was discontin­
ued in 1979 and its duties switched to the Corvalis, 
Oregon laboratory; and WHEREAS, EPA had devel­
oped regulations forwaterdischargesforindustries 
and municipalities and for air quality for municipali­
ties without the benefit of scientific research and 
are enforcing those regulations; and WHEREAS, 
Alaska has vastly different climatic problems from 
Corvalis, Oregon, requiring creative solutions to 
deal with such problems as air and water quality; 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Re­
publican Party of Alaska go on record as requesting 
the U.S. EPA to establish, equip and maintain a field 
research laboratory in the State of Alaska as man­
aged by the Clean Water Act; and BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED, that the Republican Party of Alaska 
request our Congressional Delegation to make 
whatever effort is necessary to insure that Alaska 
will once again have the benefit of this laboratory.

TRADE DEFICIT AND NORTH SLOPE 
NATURAL GAS

WHEREAS, the combined trade deficit with 
Japan, Korea and Taiwan totalled over $80 billion 
last year; and WHEREAS, in January of this year, 
President Reagan approved the export of Alaska 
North Slope natural gas; and WHEREAS, the mar­
keting of that gas is the largest annual multi-billion 
dollar trade opportunity the U.S. has pending with 
these nations, over $3 billion a year of net exports; 
and WHEREAS, this five-year construction project 
would create 10,500 jobs and when complete, 
generate nearly a half-billion dollars a year in rev­
enue to both the State and Federal governments; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Republican 
Party of Alaska calls on the National Party meeting 
in Convention this August to include in its platform, a 
strong plank that when America has a commodity, 
such as this sale, competitive in price and with a 
long-term, secure source of supply, these nations, 
whom we have done so much for to protect and 
assist with their economic growth, should be al­
lowed to buy from America.

ECONOMIC LIMIT FACTOR
WHEREAS, the Economic Limit Factor (ELF) 

has been successful in encouraging the oil industry 
to explore for and develop new and marginal oil 
fields in Alaska, such as the Endicott, Lisburne fields 
and others; and WHEREAS, this activity benefits the 
residents of the State of Alaska through increased



royalty revenues and expanded employment op ­
portunity for all Alaskans; and WHEREAS, any 
change in this policy would have negative effect on 
the State’s largest source of income, namely the oil 
industry, as well as other supporting industries; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED thatthe Republican 
Party of Alaska strongly recommends that N O  
C H A N G E S  be made regarding the ELF.

STATE GOVERNMENT
LEGISLATIVE COMMENDATION

WHEREAS, the Republican members of the 
State Legislature have exhibited great courage in 
taking stands on a number of issues that may be 
unpopular; and WHEREAS, the Republican Party of 
Alaska, in the assembled convention, is proud of 
their legislators; NOW THEREFORE BE IT RE­
SOLVED that this Convention commends the Re­
publican legislators for their actions and congratu­
lates them. Copies of this resolution shall be for­
warded, via telegram, to all Republican legislators.

RIGHT TO PETITION
WHEREAS, Alaskans have the right to petition 

for ballot issues and it is our contention that no 
department of the State of Alaska should ever su­
percede the wishes of Alaska’s people; THERE­
FORE BE IT RESOLVED thatthe Republican Party 
of Alaska formally endorses this resolution to reaf­
firm that constitutional right to petition.

PERMANENT FUND —  UNDISTRIBUTED 
INCOME

WHEREAS, the Republican Party of the State of 
Alaska supports the concept that the Permanent 
Fund is a trust fund for all Alaskans; THEREFORE 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Republican Party of 
Alaska supports passage of an amendment to the 
Constitution of the State of Alaska which would 
require that any use of the permanent fund’s undis­
tributed income be submitted to the people of the 
State of Alaska for an affirmative vote.

STATE HIRE

WHEREAS, the Alaskan economy benefits from 
employment of its residents; and WHEREAS, com ­
petition for available work is substantial; THERE­
FORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Republican Party 
of Alaska supports the concept of State hire through

voluntary programs, Including financial Incentives 
and public recognition.
TRANSPORTATION

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska has succeeded 
in buying the Alaska Railroad System; THEREFORE 
BEIT RESOLVED that the Republican Party of Alas­
ka encourages the State to promote a "fast track" 
method of extending the line across Federal lands 
to expedite resource development and tourism.

NATIONAL IS SU E S
VIETNAM VETERANS

WHEREAS, many young Americans served in 
the defense of freedom and justice in Cambodia, 
Laos and Vietnam; and WHEREAS, over 50,000 of 
them died in that defense and many more were 
physically and psychologically maimed; and 
WHEREAS, America’s withdrawal from Indochina 
resulted in the murder of thousands of pro-western 
Laotians and Vietnamese and millions of innocent 
cambodians; THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
the Republican Party of Alaska express our deepest 
gratitude to our Vietnam war veterans for faithfully 
fighting for our country and ideals in a just war.
GROVE CITY COLLEGE BILL

WHEREAS, segments of the Civil Rights Res­
toration Act of 1988 will cause excess Federal in­
terference in the private and religious sector with 
great potential for burdensome regulations, under 
the disguise of civil rights wording; and WHEREAS, 
the Republican Party is strongly in favor of civil 
rights for all citizens of the United States, but are 
opposed to excess and unnecessary government 
regulations falsely portrayed using Civil Rights lan­
guage to gain passage; THEREFORE BE IT RE­
SOLVED that the Republican Party of Alaska will 
work toward the repeal of the Civi: Rights Restora­
tion Act of 1988 or amendments t j said Act that will 
limit government infringement in the private and 
religious sector while guaranteeing true civil rights.
AMERICAN LABOR

WHEREAS, certain foreign countries, other 
than those with reciprical agreements, restrict 
American contract competition; and WHEREAS, 
there is a need to stimulate domestic employment 
overall; and WHEREAS, Federal and State projects



are funded by (ax monies; THEREFORE BE IT RE­
SOLVED that all qualified work paid for by tax 
monies should be performed by American-owned 
and operated firms, who employ American trade 
labor, where possible.

SUPPORT OF CONTRA AID
WHEREAS, President Reagan supports Contra 

Aid to Nicaragua; and WHEREAS, the Contras are 
continuing an ongoing effort to oppose the spread 
of communism to the American continents; and 
WHEREAS, Congress has insisted upon denying 
aid to this effort; THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
the Republican Party of Alaska urges support of 
President Reagan's military and humanitarian aid to 
the Contra effort

PRESIDENT REAGAN
WHEREAS, few presidents in this century have 

accomplished as much for the United States as 
President Ronald Reagan; and WHEREAS, his 
magnetic personality, genuine humility, personal 
dedication and skillful leadership with an often- 
unfriendly Congress, has made an enormous im­
pact on the moral tone and directi on of America; and 
WHEREAS, his two-term presidency has dramatic­
ally improved the strength and morale of our armed 
services, improved the chances of world peace and 
his domestic policies have curbed runaway infla­
tion, lowered interest rates and increased employ­
ment; NOWTHEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED thatthe 
Republican Party of Alaska does hereby commun­
icate its sincere thanks and heartfelt appreciation to 
President Reagan and his strong helpmate, Nancy 
Reagan.

FEDERAL BUDGET

WHEREAS, the Federal deficit has not been 
reduced adequately because of Congress's irre­
sponsibility; and WHEREAS, the President does not 
presently have the authority for a line-item veto; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Republican 
Party of Alaska urges Congress to pass a balanced 
budget amendment to allow for line-item veto by the 
President

JONES ACT
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Repub­

lican Party of Alaska supports the exemption of the 
State of Alaska from the Jones Act.

HUMAN RESO U RC ES
CORPORAL PUNISHMENT

WHEREAS, corpoial punishment as a disci­
plinary tool has been an effective method for main­
taining control and building character in children 
since time immemorial, and private schools have 
proven It as a reasonable and effective method of 
discipline; and WHEREAS, some families and insti­
tutions hold to corporal punishment as a matter of 
conviction as one tool in child discipline; THERE­
FORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Republican Party 
of Alaska supports parentally-approved corporal 
punishment in public, private and home-schooling 
education.
IN SUPPORT OF SEPARATION 
OF CHURCH AND STATE

WHEREAS, Article I, Section 4 of the Alaska 
Constitution provides that no law shall prohibit the 
free exercise of religion; and WHEREAS, the State of 
Alaska has compulsory education laws and general 
interest in ensuring our children have a quality 
education; and WHEREAS, the ministry and educa­
tion in the church schools cannot be separated; and 
WHEREAS, the State’s reporting requirements and 
regulation of the church schools are an infringe­
ment on the protections offered under the Alaska 
Constitution; and WHEREAS, the State can obtain 
information about children attending church  
schools through parents, thereby eliminating the 
necessity for direct reporting requirements and 
other unnecessary regulations be the State, and still 
enable the schools to meet education standards; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED thatthe Republican 
Party of Alaska is opposed to any direct reporting 
requirements or standards imposed upon church 
schools by the State of Alaska.

OPPOSITION TO PORNOGRAPHY
WHEREAS, the Attorney General’s Commis­

sion on Pornography has amply documented the 
offensive and harmful effects of pornography; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED thatthe Republican 
Party of Alaska continues to sponsor and support 
any legislation which can achieve further limitation 
of production or distribution of pornography in all 
forms, and in particular, child pornography, to the 
maximum extent that can be achieved without ex­
ceeding constitutional restraints on limiting free­
dom of speech or freedom of the press.

SCHOOL-BASED CLINICS

WHEREAS, some interest groups have advo­
cated the establishment of school-based health 
clinics (SBCs), as an answer to preventing unwant­



ed teen pregnancies in the High Schools and Junior 
Highs; and WHEREAS, it is the avowed pb'licy of any 
SBC to distribute contraceptives and make abortion 
referrals for minors without parental knowledge or 
consent; and WHEREAS studies have shown that 
SBC's have not reduced the preganancy rate, but 
merely the birth rate among experimental groups; 
and WHEREAS, sexual promiscuity would not be 
condoned as an acceptable lifestyle for our unmar­
ried young people in Juniorand Senior High School; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED thatthe Republican 
Party of Alaska opposes the establishment of 
School-based Health Clinics that will engage in the 
distribution of contraceptives, make referrals for 
abortion, or advocate a policy in which parents will 
not be informed as to their children being the re­
cipients of such services.

RIGHT TO LIVE
WHEREAS, each and every human being has 

the unalienable right to fulfull its expected life span 
without danger from this government; THEREFORE 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Republican Party of 
Alaska hereby proclaims unremitting opposition to 
either federal or state funding of any abortion that 
does not constitute a clear and demonstrable threat 
to the life of its mother. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEF 
that the Republican Party of Alaska supports a 
constitutional amendment protecting the lives of 
unborn children from the time of conception.

AIDS
WHEREAS, AIDS is a communicable disease 

that results in death for 100% of its victims; and 
WHEREAS, the general population needs to beable 
to protect itself from contracting the AIDS virus; and 
WHEREAS, AIDS victims are in need of comfort and 
care; and WHEREAS, prevention is vital to stopping 
the spread of AIDS; THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 
that the Republican Party of Alaska believes that 
strong efforts be made to find a cure for the AIDS 
disease, and that those presently infected be identi­
fied and cared for in ways that protect their care­
givers from infection; and BE IT RESOLVED that 
testing be a lawful requirement for any individual in 
high-risk groups, and that it be considered a crim­
inal offense, if after having been informed of con ­
traction of the disease, that person would engage in 
an activity that may transmit said disease.

EDUCATIONAL FUNDING
WHEREAS, the President’s Task Force on edu­

cation in America has clearly shown a catastrophic 
decline in the level of learning by the nation’s stu­
dents; and WHEREAS the current method of spend­
ing greater amounts of tax dollars to eleviate the 
problem has clearly been unsuccessful; and

WHEREAS, the Republican Party platform unequiv- 
ocably supports government that exists to protect 
the freedom of each individual, not to restrict if; and 
WHEREAS, the Republican Party believes that gov­
ernment nearest the people i3 the best government, 
and that local control of education should be re­
turned to the community; and WHEREAS, the Repub­
lican Party holds to the belief that private enterprise 
and the competitive spirit that it engenders yields a 
better product when allowed to flourish unrestricted 
by government; NOW THEREFORE BE IT RE­
SOLVED that the system of educational funding be 
revised to allow tax credits or other financial incen­
tives which would provide parents more financial 
flexibility in chosing a public or private education for 
their children; and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 
we oppose spending government funds for manda­
tory pre-schools, for children under the age of six.
DRUG TESTING

WHEREAS, we believe employers should have 
the right to create a safe work environment and 
WHEREAS, the use of illegal substances have 
proven to be a safety hazard; THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED thatthe Republican Party of Alaska sup­
ports the position of drug and alcohol testing in 
such cases where the employer has probable 
cause to believe that on-the-job abuse exists.
FOOD HANDLER HEALTH CERTIFICATE

WHEREAS, there are currently no State laws 
requiring the testing for communicable diseases for 
food handlers working in the State of Alaska; and 
WHEREAS, the contraction of such communicable 
diseases results in great losses in terms of produc­
tivity, human suffering and expensive health care, 
along with the potential for loss of life; THEREFORE 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Republican Party of Alaska 
that all commercial food handlers be required to 
undergo pre-employment and annual testing for all 
communicable diseases.

MANDATED MEDICAL OVERAGES
WHEREAS, the fastest-rising component of the 

Consumer Price Index over the past 20 years has 
been medical care costs; and WHEREAS, the num­
ber of such disability-insurance providers is already 
limited to a relatively small group of companies, and 
WHEREAS, mandating extensive additional cov­
erage for mental and nervous disorders/alcoholism  
and drug abuse will likely further reduce this al- 
ready-small number, thus giving Alaskans fewer 
choices regarding health care coverage; THERE­
FORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Republican Party 
of Alaska opposes CSSB363 and House CS fir 
CSSB67; and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 
Republican Party of Alaska opposes any "man- 
dated" coverages.

PAID FOR BY TH E  REPUBLICAN  PARTY OF A LASKA  JIM  CRAW FORD - CHAIRMAN
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RFCCCMVENDATICNS ON WJ ^ L N U A i  lU M b  U N  IH L  A L A S K A  M JV fc . |\ rb  U J V M I S S I U M -
' • - ’

:  L o u is e  U S ®
C o n c e r n e d  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  

P a t  M a r l i n
C o n c e r n e d  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

■<V yv;,
■

We  r e c c o m m e n d :

1 . THE TEN MEMBER BOARD SHOULD BE COMPRISED OF FOUR 

WOMEN OF THE DEMOCRAT PARTY, FOUR WOMEN OF THE

R e p u b l i c a n  Pa r t y , an d  tw o  non - p a r t i s a n  m em b er s

2 0 THE LENGTH OF TERM SHOULD BE LIM ITED  TO NO MORE 

THAN TWO YEARS SERVED BY ANY MEMBER OF THE COM­

MISSION L i W  '
3 .  THE COMMISSION SHOULD NOT TAKE S ID ES  NOR SUPPORT 

ANY CONTROVERSIAL ISSUE OR FOR THAT MATTER, ANY 

ISSUE BUT SHOULD STATE BOTH S ID ES  OF AN ISSUE AND 

LET  OTHERS MAKE THEIR OWN DECISIONS

4 . SHOULD NOT USE MONIES FUNDED THEM TO RESEARCH OR 

STUDY ISSUES THAT HAVE ALREADY BEEN STUDIED AND 

RESEARCHED BY OTHER AGENCIES SUCK A S:STA TE  HUMAN

R ig h t s  C o m m is s io n . EEO , e t c .

5 . SHOULD NOT SPONSOR CONTROVERSIAL WORKSHOPS THAT ARE 

OF INTEREST TO ONLY A SAMLL PER CENTAGE OF ALASKAN 

WOMEN BUT SHOULD MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO SPONSOR WORKSHOPS 

THAT WOULD BE OF A MORE PRACTICAL NATURE AND GREATER 

VALUE TO THE MAJORITY OF ALASKAN WOMEN

6 . REVIEW FUNDING REQUEST FOR SA LA R IES , ETC .

7 . MEMBERS BE APPOINTED BY THE LEGISLATURE RATHER THAN
t h e  Go v er n o r

8 . THE COMMISSION EQUALLY AND FA IRLY  REPRESENT ALL

Al a s k a n  women in  im p r o v in g  t h e i r  s t a t u s  or  w hat

EVER THE NEED OR BE ABOLISHED

F in a l  S t a t e m e n t : T h e  Co n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Un i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  a l r e a d y  g u a r ­

a n t e e d  EVERY MAN AND WOMAN EQUALITY AND THE RIGHT TO L I F E ,  L IB ER TY , AND THE 

PURSUIT OF H A P P IN ESS ...W ITH  THESE TOOLS IN HAND, ANY MAN OR WOMAN CAN EARN 

FOR THEMSELVES HUMAN DIGNITY IN ANY FACET OF L I F E  AND ELEVATE THEMSELF TO ANY 

HEIGHT THEY SO D ESIRE IN L I F E . . .  IF  THEY BE DENIED TH IS  GOAL-3Y ANY OTHER ENTITY' 

OTHER THAN TH EM SELV ES.. .THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION IS THFIR  TO A SS IST  THEM.
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^  G o a  I s  vs

)  X e g  i s  l a t i o n r' S u p p o r t e d  
C o n f e r e n c e s  j  S e m i n a r s  ̂  U t o r f c s h a p s

^ S t u d i e s  C o n d u c t e d  . .

V.  ̂ S o c l e s  ^ P a  J 9 ? p h  t o  f c  p u b l i s h e d

I*

Goals of Womens' Commission 
Sourcei Status Reports 1982-19S7 A

1. Conduct and promote political actions on womens' -.issues!
A, needs of Alaska's women
B. extend,life of commission

v‘,,_ C. improve government agency' services for women

l / A k J l ' f



2.
, -1.. .

2. comprehensive media campaign-lssues
» • , (

4. Res Women and Employment tMonitor, and comment on legislation. 
Convince -legislature to keep adequate data on women 
Heed for studies

f c rg  N f s  >
3. Sponsor regional conferences

6. Update information or^liealth care^or women

7. Increase visibility of Commission through projects, leadership. 
Conferences ; •' t ,

6. Recommend affirmative action goal 42.5% work on Alaska natural gas 
pipeline.

. . . »  . . * . •

9. Poll on.womens' moat pressing issues,

10. Help AKPIRG develop statewide directory of child care facilities.

11. Network with womens' organizations

12. Study on Sex.Equity in Education.

Goals from Lisa Rudd's speech on a Historical Perspective:

1.̂ Maort lon"~Requ lotions: > Do hospitals which refuse to perform abortions 
receive'pub'Iic*7IunHs? "Although we've made tremendous strides in

^  Alaska to liberalize abortion laws and make abortion available to
■women, we muat be continuously alert to attempts to turn back this
progress...terrorist attacks on abortion clinics

• •

2. Eliminate sex designations in Help Wanted Ads.

X 3. Get women

4. Eliminate sex discriminatory laws.

^  5. Eliminate atereot yping])ln Textbooks S < z X  r o J a *

6. Tax exemption for child care expenses.
t  ^

7. Make it possible for single vomen to get loans.

Legislation supported:

1. Increase Commissions' budget from 5326,700 to 5407,200

h 2. q?B266 Neutral Pronoun^ An state statutes.

4** 3. 3J3547 Testimony of Young Victims (sexual offenses)^videotaping^)
‘ V#

4. HB174 Public Assistance Grants - extend to pregnant vomen and raise 
AFDC grant amounts.
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S. HB210;Shared Cuaiody-of child to both parents if in child's interest.,

’ - ‘,:u * • '■ *, .* . i.
• y6. ]HB2Q7 Displaced Homemaker and Domestic Violence-job-counseling,' '

r  
*»

1
> f trainingY»nd. placement,: health & legal counseling & financial ••• - f.

management/and educational services. Perpetrators'of domestic violence
•-.r'• ordered:fjtd t get personal or family counseling, restrained , from 7 ] U

entering * vehicles-owned or-occupied by the victim. Victim "definition
* -;r« 1 ~  ;_____ , _ ... ,v ...» !-ri

entering vehicles - owned -or - or; 

TV* .7. SB386 Displaced homemaker - re
ram^from .7- to • 3 years.

/•̂ T,tr8.^Comparable?Vortn^ then called pay equity,

• • «f.->■»■<» I  v«n y

- v & S
reduces time person must wait to qualify

 ~4 j
• '  • • r» »•

now called state
* .1

ft?
S

i
w - i b

’■ ^.:9. j SJRl asks U.S. Congress to propose an Equal Rights Amendm

h

•nV^ERAi to
r.V j the states for their consideration. J  '■

- . i.. . =»"-.-. •- -hH»»y ■■■•: *• • -it -.
• 10. Children and Youth, criminal justice, education, employment, equity.

health, homemakers, minority-and rural womeny^peace, (disarmament)! 
economics and women in public life. --------- ----------

‘ • •* i • s • . •
11. Assignment of Retirement Benefits in Domestic Relations Cases-

'retirement benefits be considered as assets in divorce settlements. ..
• :•* _ j  ^ ___________________

• -5̂* 12. HB493 Changing^discriminatory language in existing laws.

13. HB49.6 . Change in dissolution and divorce laws -Allowing alimony during 
 ̂ divorce proceedings and payment of attorney's fees for the needy
■t . spouse, requiring greater judicial review of dissolutions.

14. HB497 Greater judicial review in child custody cases; making both 
parents liable for a child's' actions.

* • • ^
. .,.15. HB498 Changing what io currently admissible evidence in sexual ;

I assault cases. *s" ’* “ '• ' \----1 • • .

16. HB499 changing tjie inheritance and probate laws to increase spouse's
........share of an estate from one-third to one-half, and making unpaid

child support the first' debt to be paid upon death.

X  17. Eliminating<gehderj3aaed insurance^ ) r t a c 4 $ C , < i  L L ' O M C n i '  f > K 7n n J / ? i s

•  ̂1 •
18. Continuing health insurance for divorced>. widowed and dependents

T *
19. Proseauting the patrons of prostitution.

- •
• • -» #

20. Repealing certain veteran's benefits regarding state housing.

21. 22,23, 24,25,26,27,28,29,30,31,32 see next page
L   '...

T.-i;
1
r • I
! i

. a . w k W ,



Commission's legislative report card •
The first, session of the 1985 Alnska State Legislature passed, and Gov. Bill Sheffield signed into law, half of the bills ende 

by the Alaska Women’s Commission. Of the 12 bills that were part of the Commission’s Platform, the House passed seven, 
Senate passed six, and Sheffield signed all six into law.
The following.chart lists the Commission-backed bills and shows how they fared during the 1985 legislative session.

L E G I S L A T I O N

<̂- SB .29 - Domestic Violence and Sexual Offenses. ' 
Changes the'definition of Domestic Violence, and makes

HB 92 • Child and Spousal Support. Strengthens the 
Child Support Enforcement Agency’s ability to collect past 
due child support payments and allows for Mandatory In­
come Witholding after payment is in arrears more than 
. one month. *’ ■

{H B  67 - Hearsay Evidence in Child Sex Cases. 
Allows hearsay evidence in grand jury proceedings for vrc- 

' tims of sexual assault under 10 years of age.

HB 147 Equal Employment Opportunity. Creates a 
Division of Equal Employment Opportunity within the 
. .Office of the Governor.

SB 27 » Appropriations. Appropriates funds to the 
Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault for 
training teams.on intervention/investigation of physical 

,, and. sexual assault. '1

PRIME
SPONSOR

House Rules 
for Gov.

• Sh (field

Rep. Randy 
Phillips

House Rules 
for Gov. 
Sheffield"

Senator 
Jan Faiks

SB 172 - Council on DV/SA Sunset. Extends the 
Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault until 
6-30-89. V  • ‘

• HB 194 • Harrassment. Outlines the punishment for of­
fenses including harrassment on the basis of sex, race, col- 

/or, religion, etc. * 1 \

HB 237 * Pension Reform. Allows the assignment of 
retirement benefits to satisfy divorce and child support. 
Spouse becomes automatic beneficiary.

HB 238 • Retirement Benefits. Changes maternity to 
parental leave; increases parental leave without pay from 9 
to 16 weeks; and, allows employees to purchase back retire­
ment credit while on parental leave.

Day Care in State Office Buildings. Would 
create day care centers in state office buildings. i / i c r & J & d '

SB 92 - Supplemental Benefits, Amends state ^  

employee benefit system to create additional benefit op­

tions Including day care.

SB 165 - Day Care in State Office Buildings. Would 
facilitate the establishment of day care centers in state of­

fice buildings.

Senator 
Jan Faiks

Senate State 
Affairs

House Rules 
for Gov. 
Sheffield

House Rules 
for Gov. 
Sheffield

House Rules 
for Goy. 
Sheffield

HOUSE

Passed

Passed .

Passed

SENATE

Passed

Passed

Passed

Passed

Passed

Passed

In Judiciary

Passed

In Rules

Rep. Don 
Clocksin

Senate Rules 
for Gov. 

Sheffield

Senator
Bcttye

Fahrenkamp

In  Finance

No Action

No Action

Passed

Passed

Passed

No Action

In State ,I ’
Affairs

No Action

N o  A ction

In Finance

In Finance

GOV.

Signed
5-29-85

Signcc
5-29-8

Signet
6-7-81



"I. 1983: "Making the system work.-for you.
Participants: Human Rights Commission, League of Women Voters, Women 

"ui-'i i in .Crisis Counseling and-Assistance Womens' World Banking, Alaska
Native Womens' Statewide Organization, 
Ironworker Union Memberj o ' j

'J 2. 1983: Teleconference on health issues (Need, state- funded health 
insurance, family planning, sex education, (̂ reproductive freedom

X .
.-3." Work and Network": Southeast Alaska's Immediate Future for Women 
‘ V Train Women for permanent jobs in U.S. Borax mine. Misty Fjords. 

'■ And, Swan Lake Hydroelectric Project.
. • • Support affirmative action goals for minority. Women hire

4. "Southeast Women's Conference" 

"Norton Sound Women's Conference"

. "Kadiak Women's Conference". > c.    *
• J ^ ' 7^'<̂ eminiat: Flv-In!)̂ Ni 0. W^ chairman- stated concerns: ERA, Women's 

Commission and Child care.

• p  A •
.. 8. Labor Union Workshop with Coalition of Labor Union Women. Why don't 

;-women apply for trade apprenticeships in great numbers, why they drop 
out of.these programs at a higher rate than men and why women let men 
represent .their concerns at the bargaining table.

' ** •.
*‘-9i Barriers to Employment Conference with Alaska State Advisory Council

;» * n /" on Vocational and Career Education - 1 of 17 sponsoring agencies.
• * •

10.U.N. Conference on Women, Nairobi, Kenya
. ‘ • '* " * .• * ^

^  11. 198S: ."At the Edge of Opportunity: on Women, the Economy and Public 
Policy... Purpose: economic status of women.

: > /l^articipants? • • 1
Pat Schroeder:.P-familiea belong on the feminist frontier because 

I economics is the key to the family's survival.
Betty Friedajf/: "Change not only female role, but also male role in
^   ^society,. ... Traditional lifestye confined each one of

■ us without consideration for our individual needs or 
aspirations. " Pain of being bound in sexual-'
.stereotypes...This new man must have choice to say

    x. 'no' to the old patterns and search for new values."
/tSovernor Sheff^^ld: "society doesn't recognize.'economic value of woman

than men for comparable wo*k.

in the home or workforce. Need of classlf ication ..stHjdy 

RflffWonP jo fTgeLi^.ygmen,jre P3ici less
J *  S a  rrtts * £  I  

/Compara b le' iO crN tr 
f a r

P a y  & /jt i t t y



.... . ...  .

liv e .*  e>*a r

Brenda Itta:

It ia a man's issue, and if men don't make it their 
issue, we are going to stop having children. Not - 
because we want to, but because we can't, afford to 
have them." >'
"..train the younger people in the intangible values,
concentrate on the value of good character  _ .
"Things We Might Want to Act On" : ̂ Abortion ...rights,.. .
abolishing sex designations in help w Ah ted adii7 
establishment of a women's commission, getting women 
to run for public office, eliminating sex 
discrimination laws elimination of sex stereotypes in 
textbooks, tax exemptions for child care expenses, 
helping single women get loahs, development of more 
part-time jobs, increased day care.

Workshops: Emphasis economics: " I learned that to be safe economically,
, . 1  need to be employable." Letter writing campaigns,
~ networking, "keeping, legislators feet to the fire."

Poverty Cycle <AFDC and Child Support 
\ ■ Enforcement)

.."The.Tmportance of Health I and II (reproductive
rights, health education for children, finding long; 
term care for dependents. Supposes. t,h° development, of 
health curriculum to -dfficlude values clarif lcat i o n J  and 
informed choice making throughout Alaska's schools. 

ir-r.»Tnsuring our Future: laws of insurance, pensions,
Y... retirement systems and current efforts to reform then

fdtil.- ' Y. v ; so that women and children treated equally,'
i ‘-"Alaska Legislative agenda for Women " Sherrie Goll,

Suzanne Lombardi, Betty Ramage and Senator Arllss 
Sturgulewski: Remove marital rape exemption, fund 
displaced homemaker programs, pension reform, continue 
council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault, day 
care in state office buildings, child suport 
enforcement, 1 quality- education'in all programs,' k-posi 
secondary, increased funding for day care assistance •

. ?. "-ifA; programs.
"Equal Pay: The Case for Alaska: "That market value not be a

ustiflcatlon for pay disparity in jobs otherwise 
determined to. be of comparable worth. That should the 

classlfrreaTion study of the state personnel 
system' determine that- pay disparity exists in state ‘ 
jobs of comparable worth, the Legislature 
and Administration quickly implement changes and 
funding increases to achieve pay equity.

"Education Means * Better Future"i-eduaational equity/ Commiseion
support for Civil R ‘ n Restoration Act of 1983.
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Issues: Fund J. 0. K. , appoint women to boards and 
commissions, correspondence courses for people in bush

"Kurai ana uusn

•j •;».*Caring..for Families While We Work: -«• Child care #1; funding, training,
• T . { b u s ' . new child care services as information and referral and

. # . centers in all state office buldings. flex time, job
sharing and "cafeteria" benefit plans

1 • ’! • * u' 1
"Differently-abled: Public Policy and the Handicapped Woman. Commission

consider disability Issues a priority as a woman's
issue; support concept and funding for a Commission for-

• •  disabled persons.

»• •' f; ' .
"Public Policy and the Lesbian'! * How Do We Survive": Support legislation

prohibiting discrimination based on sexual orientation 
in housing, employment, public facility use, child 
custody and insurance provision for partners. Support . 
public education on lesbian issues. This should include 
lesbian nembershlp on steering committees, on workshop 

i panels, as keynote speakers and as the subject of
• , educational materials developed by the Commission.

Showed "The'Birth Project" a needlework show.

Pioneer and elder women honored: Clothilde Bahovec and Jeanne James.

12. Leadership Seminars, Juneau: "Women in Corrections", (the needs of 
? \ the while the parents are in prison, and assistance inmates

need to develop economic potential for life outside of prison. -
A Fairbanks: "Women in Politics"

, - 7 . » .

• 13. Grants for Regional Conferences:
*- ■ .. Huslia, organized by Hulsia* Headstart Parent Committee

{ Bethel, Family Spirit Conference 
Wusilla, Valley Women's Conference
Sitka, Sitka Women's Council

14. 1/2 day Seminar-Juneau: "Women in Prison: Does the Justice system
Work for you? "• . r.

' ‘ Studies Conducted v.
I. , ,  t*

'• 1. Statue of Alaska Native Women
• \; , *

2. 3 month, review of state laws to determine extent of sex 
discrimination.

*%. •
3. Study Educational Equity -equal opportunity in all course offering^

g u id a n c e  and  c o u n se l in g *  r e c r e a t i o n a l  and a t h l e t i c  a c t i v i t i e s .  "U n le ss
female students are encouraged to enter fields that will'-provide 

, . upward mobility and higher pay, as well as personal satisfaction,
women will continue to dominate the poverty population in this 
'country."
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Elaine^Hultongren's' photo exhibit documenting Alaska'^Women' s history 
from.1945-1965

5. "Women's,Legal Rights in Alaska

6.w "Directory of Women's Organizations

7*,,:?A Sense of,History: A-Reference guide to Alaska's Women, 1896-1985

8. Poster.- "A Timeline of 'first' accomplishments achieved by Alaska 
women from 1877-1985.

• p ni i ’i n  > ‘ o  ,.c;m i/ .:
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Background: There is $228,000 in the 1988 Alaska State 
Budget for a womens' Commission.

„ The womens' commission that has been in place
since 1978 has been sunsetted by the legislature.

36 Representatives and 14 ‘Senators have signed 
letter to the Governor ’requesting a continuation of the 
womens' commission and given a letter of •> intent that the 
legislature statutorily re-establish the commission in the 
next legislation. Some of these signers have indicated that 
they signed in an election year so as not to appear to be 
against women, but would approve of a different structure 
that would represent all wgmen from all elements of society

The majority of the women who testified to the 
Senate H.E.S.S. Committee indicated they wanted the 
commission to expire.

The sunsetted commission is preparing a packet 
whereby they will be stronger than ever and will present it 
to the Governor by June 30th.

July 1st the Governor will sign the budge’i Vt111 
and will appoint an interim commission.

• T A S K  F O R S E  W O M E N S '  I S S U E S

What do the women across the state want this interim 
commission to be?

1. Not the formal structure of a commission, but a forum.

2. A coordinator and provider of information concerning 
direct services that will direct them to all available 
resources that can help them receive concrete help for the 
issues they deal with in their lives.

3. An advocacy role in specific situations.



How could such a forum be implemented to wisely use the 
$228,'300 available? ’ . .

- ~ 2 
Preliminary Suggestions:

1. 1 paid Director of Womens' Affairs in the Governor's
Officer The position would be a coordinator of resources. •

This position would require only proven organizational 
ability, knowledge of resources and ability to deal with the 
public. Q

2.' Havp an 800 telephone number in which all women from all 
elements of society: could call in their concerns and 
problems, needs and issues. A true bipartisan, multiracial 
forum would result.

3. Have task force of volunteers who would receive travel 
and per diem to categorize these concerns into specific 
areas.

* I
4. The task force would assist in identifying all federal, 
state and private agencies, organizations and individuals 
who could provide direct service’and support to help these 
women. The task force would research these organizations to 
ensure accuracy of information regarding the services they 
provide. No private organization would be discriminated 
against for placement in this listing.

To help obtain this information, ads would be placed in 
newspapers and on T.V. to ask organizations to respond if 
they are providing services to women.

5. The task force would develop a large directory of such 
available services with descriptions that would be printed 
and made available in all libraries, service organizations 
L.1.0's and other agencies.

6. Full time clerical help would need to be hired on a 
permanent basis to imput this information to a computer.As 
additional needs arise for writing and printing, such 
services could be contracted out.

2



3 . . .
7. Methods of dissemination of information:

a. When the directory is complete, this "Informations 
to Services" coulpl be made available to small conferences 
statewide which would disseminate the availability of the 
resource developed and instructions- pn how to use the 
directory. Various speakers representative’of organizations 
providing * services could be present to explain bow they may 
help.

b. T.V. and radio spots informing women of the 800 
number and the information to services directory would 
enable most women to hear of the availiability of this help.

c. If there are sufficient monies, information could 
also be disseminated that women could be transported to the 
area/organization whereby they could obtain help.

If the structure formed to help women could be a forum as 
described above, this forum would help identify areas of 
need where there ard no private or public organizations to 
help and could encourage women to form those support groups 
to assist in these areas.

Such a forum would satisfy the pluralistic needs and
philosophies of all women.

Such a forum would encourage the private sector to be a true
partner with government in acknowledging the function of
government as providing the forum whereby needs are 
discovered, and yet enabling them to fulfill their function 
of providing for the needs.



4 * '
What needs to be done to get a hearing for this new * 

proposed structure for the interim commission?

1. A multiracial, bipartisan task force of women need to 
__ agree on the need for a new, creative way to deal with
uongens' issues.

2. This task' force needs to meet briefly and.refine the 
above suggestions, write a letter of proposal for this idea.

3. This task force needs to get an appointment with Garyi 
Peska and explain this idea.

4. This task force needs to request an appointment with the 
Governor from Mr. Peska to re-explain this concept.

5. This task force needs to ask their friends to write 
Governor Cowper asking that he consider changing the complex 
of the womens' Commission he will enact through 
administrative order, from a formal structure to a forum 
with any or all of the ideas listed above.

Steve Cowper, Governor 
Third Floor, State Capitol 
P.O. Box A, Juneau 99811

Time Frame

1. Task force meet no later than June 8,7 or 8.

2. Task force meet with Gary Peska as soon as possible 
thereafter, no later than 13th of June.

3. Task force meet with Governor any time after 15th of 
June, but some days before July 1st when he signs the bill.

Those expressing interest in being on a multiracial 
bipartisan task force.

Mary Maclinton....Democrat...Black. . . .
Barb Petersen Republican. Eskimo. . .
Jackie Paradise. . .Independent.White. . .

Marilyn Freyrnueller. Republican. White. .
Sally Pate....... Independent. . White. .

789-1840
586-9076
789-5535 wk
789-3035
789-7243
586-5805
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^o* Senator Rick Uehling 
Alaska State Senate 
F A X  # 465-3841 '

From: Merritt R. Helfferich 
P O  U O X  80769 

College, .Alaska 99708

Re: Alaska W o m e n ’s Commission

9 . i
I a m  a commissioner of the Interim Alaska W o m e n ’s Commission. I 
a m  also a 30 year resident of Fairbanks. As the only male 
commissioner of this normally all female organization I bring not 
only a unique masculine perspective but these many years of 

observing the society of Alaska to the commission.

Tiicao m v  rwjr difficult times for nmmi*n and children in Alaska. The I 
situation worsens with a decline in the economy. I believe this 
research and information Commission is needed even more now than j 
it was several years ago. I am impressed with the organization.

i
I

For tho pact couple of years the Commission’s energies were being \
sapped by efforts put into the annual political battle to continue the i 
Commission. This ia nonoenee. This year we decided that the 
Commission must return to putting its primary effort into the 
mission of the Commission and let others take the brunt of the t

argument for its continuance. ;
; I

The Commission has appointed a new, dynamic and knowledgeable j
Director. It has reexamined its products and started on addressing 
Some Of the lernble problems for w o m e n  (and child mothers) tn the : 
rural areas of Alaska. It feels that it is important to do research and | 
provide information on the situation of women who are not the 
upwardly mobile portion of this society.

I
I feel that this organization provides information that some people 
do nut wish to hear but that w e  must all hear. T believe the 
Commission is vitally important for our recognition of problems that ! 
affect the entire society. It is important: voice for the resolution of 
the many long-term expensive and socially disrupting problems of a j 
portion of the society frequently without much of a voice. It is an 
cxpro3oion of the conscience of the society.

Please actively support the reauthorization of the Alaska Women's 

Commission.
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LONG, RANGE. PLANNING

II

PROBLEM/ISSUE 
PRESENT STATUS IDEAL STATUS LONG RANGE OBJECTIVE  y

Enx jlovm ont

Pa y  E q u i t y
Wofnen e a rn  a p p ro x im a te ly  62X 
o f  m a le  e a rn in g s .

100X com pa rab le  w o r th . Upda te  re s e a rc h , a d vo ca te  fj
im p le m e n t a t i o n ,  c o n t i n u e
e d u c a t io n . V

A f f i r m a t i v e  A c t io n
L o s in g  g ro u n d , O f f i c e  o f  
E .E .O .  & Hunan R ig h ts  
in v o lv e d  w it h  e n fo rce m en t .

Employment f o r  p e rc e n t  o f  
p o p u la t io n  who a re  q u a l i f i e d .

E d u c a t io n . £ 
A d vo ca c y  to  lo c a te  q u a l i f i e d  
p e rs o n s . Research  on o f f irm a -  |  
t i v e  a c t io n  in  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .  F j

P a re n ta l Leave
A v a i la b le  up  to  n in e  weeks 
u n p a id  in  S ta te  em p loym ent. 
S p o ra d ic  in  p r i v a t e  s e c to r .

P a re n ta l le a ve  a v a i la b le  f o r  
women end men.

A d vo co te  f o r  p a re n ta l le a ve  Sj 
l e g i s l a t i o n .  E d u c a t io n  f o r  M 
p r i v a t e  s e c to r .  &

Employment P ra c t ic e s  in  P r i v a t e  
S e c to r

Women u n d e r- re p re se n te d  in  
m an agem e n t a n d  non-  
t r a d i t i o n o l  jo b s .

Employment e q u i t y . E d u c a t io n .
A s s is t  women to  o b ta in  ^
management and n o n - t ra d it io n a l
Jo b s . ^

U n a v a i l o b i I i t y  o f  P a rt- T im e , 
F l e x i b l e  Work

L o c k  p o l i c y ,  n o t h in g  
u n i fo rm .

A p o l i c y  in  p u b l ic  and p r i v a t e  
s e c to r  th a t  p e rm its  jo b  
s h a r in g .

Research  and e d u c a t io n . a*

Watch Dog

T i t l e  IX
U nd e rfu n de d  and p o o r l y  
m o n ito re d  a c c o rd in g  to  
Comm ission s tu d y .

Sex E q u i t y  in  e d u c a t io n . S ta te  
fu n d in g  f o r  m o n ito r in g  and 
p ro g ram  de ve lo pm en t.

E s ta b l is h  a fo rm a l r e la t io n s h ip  
w it h  Boards  o f E d u c a t io n  & ffj, 
R e ge n ts . Request s ta tu s  r e p o r t  jj® 
from  each b o a rd . (ft?

C o u rt  System
In e q u i t a b le  s e n te n c in g  f o r  
women. In e q u it a b le  em p lo y ­
ment o f women in  c o u r t  
r e la t e d  jo bs ,.

E q u i t y  in  J u d ic ia l  p ro cess  f o r  
l i t i g a n t s  and agen ts  o f  c o u r t .

Resea rch  r e q u ir e d .

A d m in is t r a t i v e  R e v ie w  o f  
R e g u la t io n s  and P o l i c ie s

Gender n e u t r a l in  lan guage  and 
im pa c t.

A dd ress  s p e c i f i c  a re as  o f  regu- - K .  
lo t io n s  whe re th e  p o t e n t ia l  j»J 
im pact to  women is  the  [S  
g r e a t e s t .  fev

W c lfn re  S v s t : r i
P e n d in g  re fo rm s . P re s e n t 
s ystem  prom otes s in g le  
f a m i l ie s  and dependence on 
go ve rnm en t.

System  th a t  ta ke s  c a re  o f  
p e o p le 's  needs b u t d o e s n 't 
f o s t e r  dependency.

A d vo ca te  w e l f o r c  system  th a t
empowers women. tp .

C-nder B a lan ce  on Boards & 
Comm issions

Equa l r e p re s e n ta t io n  on a l l  
m u n ic ip a l and s ta te  b o a rd s .

S o l i c i t  women to  s e rv e  on K  
b o a rd s  an d  c o m m is s io n s . p j  
L e g is la t io n  r e q u i r in g  equa l 
r e p re s e n ta t io n .

H e a lth

F e r t i l i t y  In s u ra n ce  C ove rage
P re s e n t ly  no c o v e ra g e . In s u ra n ce  c o v e ra g e .

Cvorne/u'i C 0 At\Mfsrs/04 J - C o v G -

Re v iew  le g i s l a t i o n  and ad vo ca te  
c h a rg e .
P C Q / V V  ! AjO-  f -



Law p a ss e d , b u t  no  
r e g u la t io n s  d e ve lo p e d  f o r  
l i c e n s in g ,  no  in s u ra n c e .

D e ve lo p  r e g u la t io n s  t h a t  a l lo w  
th e  p r a c t i c e  and th e  a b i l i t y  t o  
be c o v e re d  b y  In s u ra n c e .

Research and Bdvocate.

H ea lth  Ca re
In a deq ua te  h e a lth  c o re  f o r  
many women, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
o ld e r  women.

Adequa te  h e a lth  c a re  f o r  a l l . Resea rch  and ad vo ca te  f o r  
im p le m e n ta t io n .

E d u c a t io n

Le ga l R ig h ts  Handbook 
Out o f  p r i n t . R e v is e d  and p r in t e d . R e v is e  and p r i n t .  Add h e a lth

r i g h t s  s e c t io n s . D e ve lo p
P u b l ic  S e r v ic e  Announcements on 
le g a l r i g h t s .

A l ie n a t io n  o f  Homemakers
Segment o f  homemakers who 
fe e l  a l ie n a t e d .

P o s i t i v e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  
homemakers.

D e ve lo p  b ro c h u re  t h a t  in c lu d e s  
s u p p o r t iv e  re s o u rc e s  and b r in g s  
p o s i t i v e  message abou t c h o ic e s .

E d u c a t io n  o f  Y ounge r Women 
on E q u o l i t y  Is sues

Lack  o f  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  
women's h i s t o r y .

Gender S t e re o t y p in g
S te re o t y p in g  c o n t in u e s .

E duca ted  and aw a re .

E l im in a t io n  o f  s t e r e o t y p in g .

C la ss room , s ch oo l p a p e rs , sex 
e q u i t y  o n d  c u r r i c u l u m  
d e ve lo pm e n t.

D e v e lo p  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  
Announcements and b ro c h u re .

Lack  o f  P o l i t i c a l  R ep resen ­
t a t io n

Unequa l p o l i t i c a l  r e p re ­
s e n t a t io n .

E qua l r e p re s e n ta t io n . L e g is la t io n  on g e n de r b a la n c e . 
R e d is t r ib u t io n  o f  "M ak ing  a 
D i f f e r e n c e " .

A s s e r t iv e n e s s  & Empowerment 
H igh  r a t e  o f  v io le n c e  in  
r e la t io n s h ip s .  R u ra l women 
hove  no access t o  t r a in in g  
in  s e l f  esteem .

B re a k in g  c y c le  o f  v io le n c e ,  
g a i n i n g  s e l f  e s t e e m ,  
a s s e r t iv e n e s s .

C o o rd in a te  w it h  Boa rd  o f
E d u c a t io n , n te r im  Conm iss io n  on 
C h i ld r e n  and Y o u th , D om estic  
V io le n c e /  S e xu a l A s s a u lt
C o u n c il ond S ta te  O f f i c e  o f  
A lc o h o l ond D rug  A d d ic t io n .

E c o n o m ic  E c u ?  t y

• Equ ity  in  D iv o r c e / D is s o lu t io n  
P en d in g  b i l l . Passage o f  b i l l . Passage o f  b i l l  ond e d u c a t io n  

th ro u g h  v id e o  ond b ro c h u re .

F e m in iz a t io n  o f  P o v e r t y  
(See W e lfa re  Re fo rm  
A d m in is t r a t i v e  Review  
P a y  E q u it y )

D is p la c e d  Homemakers
Lock o f  s e r v ic e s .  Lock  o f 
d a ta  on homemakers.

C o m p re hen s ive  p ro g ra m  o f  
s e r v ic e s .

Research  ond a d vo ca c y .

R u ro l Women

D ata  Base
Ho d a ta  base . Data  base . R e se a rch . D e ve lo p  a s ta n d a rd  

i zed s u rv e y  th a t  v o lu n te e rs  
c o n d u c t . D e ce n n ia l census .

I s o la t io n
la c k  o f  access to  needed 
s e r v ic e s .  Lack  o f  Jo b s .

Access t o  t r a in i n g ,  s e r v ic e s ,  
Job  o p p o r t u n i t ie s .

R e g i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  a n d  
c o n fe re n c e s . Work w it h  women 
and r e g io n a l c o rp o ra t io n s  to  
a d vo ca te  chang’e .



S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  B i l l  V e r s i o n :

1989 Le g i s l a t i v e  S e s s i o n  Pu b l i s h  Da t e :

FISCAL NOTE

CSSB 8  , (F in).

REQUEST:

Revision Da t e : ___________
Ti t l e: Act relating to the

AOen c y: Office of the Governor 
BRU: Commissions/Sp e c.Offices

Alaska Wo m e n's Commission ___________ ______
Sp o n s o r: Fa h r e n k a m p,Sturgulewski Co mp onen ts: Alaska"Women s
Re q u e s t o r: Senate Finance Commission

OPERATING FY 89 FY 90 --FV'gr- FY 92 " FY ”93 ’ FY 94
Pe r s.Services 163.2 163.2 163.2 163,2 163.2 163.2
Travel 28.7 28.7 28.7 28.7 28.7 28.7
Contractual 73.7 73.7 73.7 73.7 73.7 73.7
Supplies 3.6 3.6 3.6 3.6 3.6 ■—  3^ -
Equipment 0 0 0 0 0 0
La n d/Bu i l d. 0 0 0 0 0 0
Gran ts/Claims 0 ~  0 0 0 0 0
Miscellaneous 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 269.1 269.1 269.1 269.1 269.1 269.1

I'CAPITAL" •" I I I T  I I

I REVENUE I I i ' "I I ~T

Fu n d i n g: (Thousands of Dollars)
General Funds 221.9 221.9 221.9 - 2'217<r 221. 9
GF/PRGM 36.3 36.0 36.0 36.0 36.0 36.0
I/A RCPTS 11.2 11.2 11.2 11.2 11.2 11.2
TOTAL 269.1 269.1 269.1 269.1 269.1 269.1

Po s i t i o n s:
Full-Time 3.0 "37(5 "370 ■ y.c- ■ 3.0 T.TT ■
Pa r t-Time
Temporary 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

ANALYSIS:

The above figures reflect the Go v e r n o r's FY 90 b u d g e t.

Prepared By :
Senator Rick Uehling, Co -chairman 
Senate Finance Committee

Da t e : February 3. 1989
Phone NoTi 465-4821


