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Offered: 2/9/88
Referred: Rules

go0568sL

1 IN  THE S E N A T E  B Y  T HE F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 55 (Finance)

3 IN T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T ATE OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S SION

5 R e l a t i n g  to e s t a b l i s h i n g  a U n i t e d  S t ates

6 N a v y  h o m e p o r t  in Alaska.

7 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  THE S T ATE OF  ALASKA:

8 W H E R E A S  naval a c t i v i t i e s  in the N o r t h  P a cific a nd A r c t i c  O c e a n  h a v e

9 i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s  to the extent that m o r e  f o r e i g n

10 v e s s e l s  n o w  o p e r a t e  in t h e s e  w a t e r s  than the U n i t e d  States r e g i s t e r s  or

11 d e p l o y s  w o r l d w i d e ;  and

12 W H E R E A S  A l a ska, the U n i t e d  States and C a n a d a  are v u l n e r a b l e  to econom-

13 ic and m i l i t a r y  p r e s s u r e s  fro m  the p o t e n t i a l  f o r e i g n  c a p a b i l i t y  to o p e r a t e

14 in n o r t h e r n  oceans w i t h  n u c l e a r  and c o n v e n t i o n a l  p o l a r  class i c e b r e a k e r s

15 a n d  o t h e r  i c e - s t r e n g t h e n e d  ships; and

16 W H E R E A S  Alaska's; c o a s t l i n e  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6,640 m i l e s  is l o n g e r  t h a n

17 that of the rest of the c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  States; and

18 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  is o p e n i n g  to i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade and e x c h a n g e  that

19 s u p p o r t s  g r e a t e r  n a v a l  p r e s e n c e ;  and

20 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  o c c u p i e s  a p i v o t a l  p o s i t i o n  in r e l a t i o n  to the P a c i f i c

21  a n d  A r c t i c  Rims; a nd

22 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  c o n t a i n s  v a s t  q u a n t i t i e s  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  that are

23 of s t r a t e g i c  i m p o r t a n c e  to the U n i t e d  States; and

24 WHEREAS, in a d d i t i o n  to its s t r a t e g i c  g e o g r a p h i c a l  location, A l a s k a

25 c a n  o f f e r  the U n i t e d  Stat e s  N a v y  s t ate land and r e s ources a nd a w i l l i n g n e s s

26 to w o r k  c o o p e r a t i v e l y  and to inve s t  at least $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  to d e v e l o p

27 i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  and c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  n e c e s s a r y  for the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of

28 a major, l o n g - t e r m  N a v y  h o m e p o r t  in A l aska; and

29 W H E R E A S  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a N a v y  h o m e p o r t  at one or  m o r e  A l a s k a n

Original sponsor: Rules/Governor
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1 c o m m u n i t i e s  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  g r e a t e r  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  f or n a v a l  o p e r a t i o n s  in

2 the N o r t h  P a c i f i c  and A r c t i c  Oceans;

3 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the G o v e r n o r  a n d  the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e

4 s t r o n g l y  u r g e  the U n i t e d  States N a v y  to c o n s i d e r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a h o m e p o r t  at

5 one o r  m o r e  A l a s k a n  communities.

6 C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to  the H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k

7 Carlucci, S e c r e t a r y  of Defense; to the H o n o r a b l e  J a m e s  H. Webb, Jr., Secre-

8 tary of the Navy; and to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e vens and the H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k

9 M u r k o w s k i ,  U.S. Senators, a nd the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Young, U.S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  

10 m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.

CSSJR 55(Fin) -2- SJR055c
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O r i g i n a l  sponsor: R u l e s / G o v e r n o r

1 IN T H E  S E N A T E  BY T H E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  S E NATE J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 55 (State A f f a i r s )

3 IN T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T HE S T ATE OF  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to e s t a b l i s h i n g  a U n i t e d  Stat e s

6 N a v y  h o m e p o r t  in Alaska.

7 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

8 W H E R E A S  n a v a l  a c t i v i t i e s  in the N o r t h  P a c i f i c  and A r c t i c  O c e a n  hav e

9 i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  in recent y e a r s  to the e x t e n t  that m o r e  f o r e i g n

10 v e s s e l s  n o w  o p e rate in these w a t e r s  t h a n  the U n i t e d  Stat e s  r e g i s t e r s  or

11 d e p l o y s  wor l d w i d e ;  and

12 W H E R E A S  Alaska, the U n i t e d  S t ates and C a n a d a  are v u l n e r a b l e  to econom-

13 ic a n d  m i l i t a r y  pr e s s u r e s  from the p o t e n t i a l  f o r e i g n  c a p a b i l i t y  to o p e r a t e

14 in n o r t h e r n  oceans w i t h  n u c l e a r  a nd c o n v e n t i o n a l  p o l a r  class i c e b r e a k e r s

15 and o t h e r  i c e - s t r e n g t h e n e d  ships; and

16 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a’s co a s t l i n e  of  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 , 640 m i l e s  is l o n g e r  t h a n

17 that of the rest of the c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a tes; and

18 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  is o p e n i n g  to i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r ade and e x c h a n g e  that

19 supports g r e a t e r  naval p r e s ence; and

20 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  o c c u p i e s  a p i v o t a l  p o s i t i o n  in r e l a t i o n  to the P a c i f i c

21 and A r c t i c  Rims; and

22 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  c o n t a i n s  v ast q u a n t i t i e s  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  that are

23 of s t r a t e g i c  im p o r t a n c e  to the U n i t e d  States; and

24 WHEREAS, in a d d i t i o n  to its s t r a t e g i c  g e o g r a p h i c a l  location, A l a s k a

25 can o f f e r  the U n i t e d  States N avy s t ate land an d  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  a w i l l i n g n e s s

26 to w o r k  c o o p e r a t i v e l y  and to e x p e n d  at least $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  to d e v e l o p

27 i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a nd c a p ital i m p r o v e m e n t s  n e c e s s a r y  for the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of

28 a major, l o n g - t e r m  N a v y  h o m e p o r t  in  A l aska; and

29 W H E R E A S  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a N a v y  h o m e p o r t  at one or m o r e  A l a s k a n

SJR055b -1- CSSJR 55(SA)



c o m m u n i t i e s  could p r o v i d e  g r e a t e r  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  for n a v a l  o p e r a t i o n s  in 

t he N o r t h  P a c i f i c  an d  A r c t i c  Oceans;

BE  IT R E S O L V E D  that the G o v e r n o r  a nd the A l a s k a  S t ate L e g i s l a t u r e  

s t r o n g l y  u r g e  the U n i t e d  States N a v y  to c o n s i d e r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a h o m e p o r t  at 

a c o m m u n i t y  o n  the coast of Alaska.

C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  s h all be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  

C a r l u c c i ,  S e c r e t a r y  of D e f ense; to the H o n o r a b l e  J a m e s  H. Webb, Jr., S e c r e­

tary of the Navy; and to the H o n o r a b l e  T ed S t e v e n s  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  

M u r k o w s k i ,  U.S. S e n ators, and the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Young, U.S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  

m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.

CSSJR 55(SA) -2- SJR055b
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B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  B Y
1 IN  T H E  S E N A T E  R E Q U E S T  OF  T H E  G O V E R N O R

2 S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 55

3 IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T ATE O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a U n i t e d  S t ates

6 N a v y  h o m e p o r t  in A l aska.

7 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

8 W H E R E A S  n a v a l  a c t i v i t i e s  in t he N o r t h  P a c i f i c  a n d  A r c t i c  O c e a n  h a v e

9 i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s  to t he e x t e n t  t h a t  m o r e  f o r e i g n

10 v e s s e l s  n o w  o p e r a t e  in  t h ese w a t e r s  t h a n  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  r e g i s t e r s  or

11 d e p l o y s  w o r l d w i d e ;  and

12 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a ,  t he U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  C a n a d a  a r e  v u l n e r a b l e  to econom-

13 ic and m i l i t a r y  p r e s s u r e s  f r o m  the p o t e n t i a l  f o r e i g n  c a p a b i l i t y  to o p e r a t e

14 in n o r t h e r n  o c e a n s  w i t h  n u c l e a r  a n d  c o n v e n t i o n a l  p o l a r  class i c e b r e a k e r s

15 a nd o t h e r  i c e - s t r e n g t h e n e d  ships; an d

16 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a ' s  c o a s t l i n e  of  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 , 6 4 0  m i l e s  is l o n g e r  t h a n

17 that o f  the rest of the c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  States; a n d

18 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  is o p e n i n g  to i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  a n d  e x c h a n g e  that

19 s u p p o r t s  g r e a t e r  n a v a l  p r e s e n c e ;  a n d

20 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  o c c u p i e s  a p i v o t a l  p o s i t i o n  in r e l a t i o n  to the P a c i f i c

21 a nd A r c t i c  Rims; an d

22 W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  c o n t a i n s  v a s t  q u a n t i t i e s  of  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  that are

23 of s t r a t e g i c  i m p o r t a n c e  to t he U n i t e d  States; and

24 W H E R E A S ,  in a d d i t i o n  to its s t r a t e g i c  g e o g r a p h i c a l  location, A l a s k a

25 c a n  o f f e r  t he U n i t e d  S t a t e s  N a v y  s t a t e  l a n d  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  a nd a w i l l i n g n e s s

26 to w o r k  c o o p e r a t i v e l y  to d e v e l o p  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  n e c e s s a r y  for the estab-

27 l i s h m e n t  of a N a v y  h o m e p o r t  i n  A l a s k a ;  a n d

28 W H E R E A S  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a N a v y  h o m e p o r t  at o n e  o r  m o r e  A l a s k a n  commu-

29 n i t i e s  c o uld p r o v i d e  g r e a t e r  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  f o r  n a v a l  o p e r a t i o n s  in  the

SJR055a -1- SJR 55



1 North P ac ific  and Arctic Oceans;
2 BE IT RESOLVED that the Governor and the Alaska State Legislature
3 strong ly urge the United States Navy to consider estab lishing a homeport at
4 a community on the coast o f Alaska.
5 COPIES o f th is re so lu tion  sh a ll be sent to the Honorable Frank
6 Carlucci, Secretary o f Defense; to the Honorable James H. Webb, J r . ,  Secre-
7 tary o f the Navy; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank
8 Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative,
9 members o f the Alaska delegation in  Congress.
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STATE OF ALASKA
1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
REQUEST:

F I S C A L  N O T E
AK. I n d u s t r i a l  Develnpment

BILL VERSION: _HCR Z6______
PUBL.SH DATE. . HOj'SE 4/_21/J8

Revision D ate ; ^Tit)e. R e l a t i n g  t o  a sk i r e s o r t  in 
‘tn e  b ag ie  K iv e r  V a l le y

Agency Affected: and Export  A u th o r i ty
BRU: Same as above

"G ove rno rSponso r
Requester ___________________________________  —
EXPENDITURES / REVENUES: (Thousands o f Dollars)

Components: N/A

OPERATING FY 88 , FY89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93
PERSONAL SERVICES !
TRAVEL j
CONTRACTUAL 11
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES .. .* r
GRANTS, CLAIMS 1 —  r f  TN f
MISCELLANEOUS ! NO 1NU — |------
TOTAL OPERATING i1 1

CAPITAL 1 1 5 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

REVENUE
FUNDING: (Thousands o f dollars)

1 5 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0
i 1 5 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNOS 
OTHER
TOTAL

POSITIONS:
FULLTIME
PARTTIME
TEMPORARY

iNQNt
1

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)
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B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  B Y
1 IN  T H E  H O U S E  R E Q U E S T  OF  T H E  C O V E R N O R

2 H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 56

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

A F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to a ski r e sort i n  the E a g l e

6 R i v e r  V a l ley.

7 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

8 W H E R E A S  an i n v e s t o r  has i n d i c a t e d  i n t e r e s t  in the d e v e l o p m e n t  of an

9 i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e s t i n a t i o n  ski r e s o r t  in the E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l ley; and

10 W H E R E A S  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  h as r e v i s e d  the C h u g a c h

11 S t a t e  P a r k  M a s t e r  P l a n  to a l l o w  the l o c a t i o n  of some ski f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h i n

12 the park; a nd

13 W H E R E A S  the d e v e l o p e r  has c o m m i t t e d  m o n e y  for a c o n tract to p u r c h a s e

14 l and for d e v e l o p m e n t ,  h as s t a t i o n e d  p e r s o n n e l  in A l a s k a  to w o r k  o n  the

15 p r o ject, and has s u b m i t t e d  a d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o p o s a l  to the S t ate of A l a s k a ;

16 and

17 W H E R E A S  the d e v e l o p e r  r e s p o n d e d  to t he r e q u e s t  for p r o p o s a l s  i s s u e d  by

18 the D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  and ha s  s u p p l e m e n t e d  this r e s p o n s e  w i t h

19 m a t e r i a l  that is e x p e c t e d  to lead to the i s s u a n c e  of a f i r s t - p h a s e  c o n t r a c t

20 f or site s t u dies a n d  e v a l u a t i o n ;  a nd

21 W H E R E A S  the s t a t e  m i g h t  be r e q u e s t e d  and m i g h t  d e c i d e  to a s s i s t  the

22 d e v e l o p m e n t  by p r o v i d i n g  loan g u a r a n t e e s ,  and wil l  n e e d  e c o n o m i c  f e a s i b i l -

23 i t y  a n a l y s e s  b e f o r e  c o m m i t t i n g  i t s e l f  to the p r o j e c t  in any fashion;

24 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the S t ate of  A l a s k a  s t r o n g l y  suppo r t s  th e  p r o p o s a l

25 f o r  ski d e v e l o p m e n t  in E a g l e  River; a nd be  it

26 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  I n d u s t r i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  a nd E x p o r t

27 A u t h o r i t y  is a s k e d  to p r o c e e d  w i t h  c o n t r a c t i n g  for the p r e p a r a t i o n  of a

28 f e a s i b i l i t y  s t udy of the ski d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t ;  a n d  be it

29 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  I n d u s t r i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  a nd E x p o r t
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1 Authority is  asked to finance 50 percent o f the cost o f the fe a s ib i l i t y
2 study, With the remaining 50 perceiit to be financed by the proposed devel-
3 oper o r other private in te re s ts .
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STEVE CQWPER

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
OFFICE OF THE G O V E R N O R  

J U N  K A  U

April 20, 1983

The Honorable Ben Grussendorf 
Speaker of the House 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Grussendorf:

Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska 
Constitution, I am transmitting a concurrent resolution 
relating to the completion of a feasibility study for a 
proposed ski resort within the Chugach State Park at Eagle 
River.

The resolution supports the completion by the Alaska Indus­
trial Development and Export Authority of an analysis of the 
financial feasibility of the proposed project. The Depart­
ment of Natural Resources has been working with the inter­
ested parties and has completed the initial steps in secur­
ing a contract through an RFP process. The Alaska 
Industrial Development and Export Authority has also been 
working closely with the proposed developer. It is appro­
priate at this time to proceed to the next step, which is to 
secure a competent analysis of the proposed development 
after which the state can assess what would be its appropri­
ate role for completion of the project.

I urge your favorable consideration of this resolution.



EAGLE RIVER SKI ARE A PROJECT STATUS REP ORT 

April 22, 1988

I n  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 8 ,  f c h a  D o p a r b m a n t  o f  N a t u r a l  n c s o u r o o o  p r e p a r e d  a
d o c u m e n t  to s o l i c i t  for p r o p o s a l s  to plan, d e v e l o p  and operate a
J v w u l i l l l  w k x  « i i v l  . M w w t  t  l i t  U l i w  E « y l w  t  i v « r  \j £. C h u < j u u h
S t a t e  Park. T h e  o n l y  p r o p o s a l  t ha t  was r ec ei ved came from Eagle 
V a l l e y  R e s o r t ,  Inc. A T e c h n i c a l  E v a l u a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  a 
CuiiUdul. A w a r d  S u n n i  w e r e  es Labi iah ed  • P e o p l e  f r o m  the State, 
M u n i c i p a l i t y ,  and p r i v a t e  se ct or, s e l e c t e d  hy  t h e  G o m m i s s i o n e r . 
c o m p r i s e d  t h e  t w o  c o m m i t t e e s .  T h e i r  t a s k  w a s  to r e v i e w  the 
proposal and ma ke  recommendations.

O n  M a r c h  8, C o m m i s s i o n e r  J u d i t h  M. B r a d y  p r e s e n t e d  a s pe e ch  to 
t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r / C h u g i a k  C h a m b a r  of C o m m e r c e  a b a t i n g  the St a te  
c o u l d  not p r o c e e d  w i t h  the i n t e n t  to a w a r d  a cuitLracL tu E a g l e  
V a l l e y  R e s o r t ,  Inc. u ntil a dd i ti o na l  in for m at io n  was p r o v id e d by 
EVR, Inc.

O n  M a r c h  21, N e i l  C. J o h a n n s e n  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  
iniormacion re qu ested from tagie vaiiey Resort, inc.

Tk* Contract A w ^ v d  Doa v4 v «\pA’il 10 / util %1 U l u w u u u w U  i-M 1
b o t h  h h «  i nfortn/ih i on f row 1 ̂  Va I I î y I t T • t• • • | <* ii«.l <*
mpmnrAnrlnm ft-nm t ho  T o f h n i ^ a  1 *■ ♦» a  M aw y  c*a i wf
w e r e  D r o u g h t  to light i nc l ud i n g :  the e c o n o m i c  i m p o r t a n c e  of the 
p r o j ec t , not o n l y  in t e r m s  of jobs b u t  a l s o  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  gains 
for both E a g l e  R i v e r  a nd  A n c h o r a g e ;  the s ta t em en t that would be 
m a d e  r e g a r d i n g  A l a s k a ' s  p o l i c y  ho enc ou rage foreign i mrastmanhs • 
t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of t h i s  p r o j e c t  to t h e  t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y ;  t h e
n e e d e d  a t t e n t i o n  A l a s k a  act a w h o l e  would gain from the world: as 
well as the many safeguards built into the Phase I portion of the
RT F to halt the project  wi th ou t ad ve rse effeuL a to Line DeparhiiieuL
o r  t h e  S t a t e  s h o u l d  a n y t h i n g  go wro ng . T h e  B o a r d  d e c i d e d ,  by 
m a j o r i t y  v o t e ,  Lu r e c u  untie nU Lu Lius Cunimluijioner to a c c e p t  the 
p i u p u H d :  ^nil b u g i n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w h i c h  c o u l d  l e a d  co a L'hase 1
c o n t r a c t .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  h o a r d  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  D N R  n ot sig n a 
Phase I contra ct  until a financial fe asib il it y stu dy io conducted
and accepted by all parties involved. This would give the State, 
any lending i n s titutions and Eagle V a l l e y  Resort, Inc.; a much 
clearer vision of tne future regarding this project.
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C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k  M a s t e r  P l a n  A m e n d m e n t s

The Chugach State Park Master Plan (prepared by the Alaska 
Division of Parks, D N R , February 1980) is amended to include the 
following:

Resort Development

Resort development, with proper controls, is compatible with the 
purposes of Chugach State Park. Resorts shall not be located in 
the parks' wilderness zone. Prior to allowing for the 
development of a resort, the division shall conduct appropriate 
environmental and recreational impact reviews as required by AS 
41.21.027 (park concession law). The results of these reviews 
shall be used to develop mitigation measures to protect other 
park values.

A downhill ski resort may be developed at the Eagle River site 
identified in the report by the division titled Comparison of 
Potential Alpine Ski Areas in Chugach State Park: An Analysis of
Terrain Capability provided the requirements of AS 41.21.027 and 
other measures deemed appropriate by the division are met. 
Expansion of a resort developed at the Eagle River site into the 
South Fork of Eagle River or into the Highland Mountain East and 
West sites also identified in the above study, may not occur 
until potential conflicts with fish and wildlife, water quality, 
community growth and development and values, land ownership (i.g. 
military lands) are adequately dealt with through additional 
community involvement and environmental/social impact studies. 
However, the awarding of a park concession contract for the Eagle 
River site may include an option for the concessionaire to expand 
into these areas if the above work is completed and found by the 
division to be in conformance with As 41.21.027 and other 
standards as determined necessary by the director. Boundaries of 
the sites identified in the above study may be adjusted by the 
director. The division may require impact and mitigation studies 
to be prepared by the bidders or concessionaire.

Alpenglow, an existing ski area in the park formerly called 
Arctic Valley, may be expanded provided the above conditions are 
met. Expansion of the area into the Ship Creek Wilderness Zone 
is expressly prohibited by this plan. Also, future developments 
at the resort shall be undertaken to minimize visual and noise 
impacts being projected into the Ship Creek Wilderness Zone.

Up to two additional ski resorts may be allowed in the n o n­
wilderness portions of the Eagle River and Eklutna-Peters Creek

1



Planning Units. Any sites considered should be among those 
identified in the division's study of potential ski areas. 
However, the director may consider other sites if they possess 
suitable terrain and have a reasonable potential to comply with 
the requirements of As 41.21.027 and other requirements and 
standards established by the division. If possible the division 
should begin snow surveys and wildlife studies of these sites to 
assist in any future decisions about these areas.

Other types of resorts or recreational facilities, such as an 
environmental education center or nordic skiing center, may be 
considered on a case by case basis, according to a set of general 
compatibility criteria under A S . 41.21.027 and summarized as 
follows:

-implements or is consistent with the park's purposes, as 
specified in it's enabling legislation and this plan;

-enhances public use and enjoyment of the park while 
maintaining a high quality environment and recreational 
opportunities;

-provides services not feasible or appropriate for the state to 
provide;

-is based on a public need and desire;
-accommodates ordinary uses, at no cost;
-is not more appropriately located on private lands inside the 

park or on other lands outside the park,
-is not to be located in a wilderness zone,
-will not result in unacceptable impacts on park resources or 

existing recreational use of the park,
-no substantial impacts to adjoining wilderness areas,
-the facility and its operation is designed to minimize scenic 

and visual quality impacts,
-meets other requirements of AS 41.21.027 and other requirements 

as established by the division.

Helicopter Use

The landing of helicopters by private parties for recreational 
or scenic access or other activities in the park is prohibited. 
Commercial helicopters may not be chartered for general 
recreational access to the park.

The director may authorize helicopter landings for management 
purposes. Management purposes include: conducting or supporting 
scientific research including wildlife inventories, maintaining 
communications facilities which have been located in the park 
under special use permit, search and rescue operations, law 
enforcement, park ranger patrols, park facility development and 
maintenance. To the greatest extent possible, fixed wing aircraft 
should be used for these purposes because of their lower noise 
impact. Also, non-aircraft methods of accomplishing these 
projects or activities shall be considered before fixed-wing or



helicopter aircraft are used, particularly in wilderness areas.

The director may authorize helicopter landings for special events 
such as commercial filming or community festivals. In all cases, 
special event landings will not be allowed in or within 1 mile of 
a wilderness zone. The director shall consult with the Chugach 
State Park Citizens Advisory Board prior to issuing a permit. In 
issuing a permit for special events, the director shall take 
reasonable steps to avoid:

-landings in or low level flights over areas or at times of 
visitor use of the park,

-low level overflights of residential areas,
-disturbance to wildlife,
-landings in or low level flights over park wilderness areas, 
-flights that will constitute a significant threat to public 

safety, or,
-landings that would be more appropriately located on lands 

outside the park or private lands within the park,
-other impacts which the division or director determines are 

significant.

The division shall, to the extent staff and budget allows, 
monitor and record authorized and unauthorized helicopter 
activities in the park. Flightseeing overflights should also be 
monitored. This information should be retained to help provide 
an improved information base for policy development and decision­
making concerning helicopter activities in the park.

The division should focus law enforcement efforts on unauthorized 
landings in the park. Further the division should begin to work 
with the FAA, military, pilots associations and other land 
management agencies to resolve or reduce conflicts between aerial 
and ground users of the park.

Eagle River Greenbelt

The division shall establish a planning team to develop a 
detailed management plan for the Lower Eagle River Valley 
(Eagle River Greenbelt) planning unit. The team shall be 
comprised of representatives from the park's citizen advisory 
board, local community councils and organizations, state and 
local agencies, and others. The Lower Eagle River, Planning Unit 
is established from within the existing Eagle River Planning Unit 
to focus planning and management efforts on this important 
portion of the park. It is comprised of the lands acquired by the 
state from Eklutna, Inc., in a land exchange and existing park 
lands in T13N, R1E, SM. The existing park lands in T13N, R1E, 
SM that are to be included in the Lower Eagle River Planning Unit 
include all lands in the valley bottom and a portion of the 
valley sideslopes from the former Eklutna, Inc., land to the 
Eagle River Visitor Center. The planning team shall prepare a 
base map that determines the exact boundaries of the planning

3



unit. The unit may be renamed by the director after receiving
nominations from the park advisory board.

Until such time as a management plan is prepared for the unit, 
the division shall adopt the Municipality of Anchorages plan for 
the greenbelt on an interim basis.

Interim management of the unit under the municipality's plan and 
the development of the management plan shall adhere to the
following policies:

1) Trails, shall be developed as determined appropriate in the 
detailed management plan for the area. Recreational access sites 
may be developed as identified in the MOA plan or the management 
plan which is to be prepared. When possible, facilities shall be 
sited to be buffered or screened from view of the. river. The 
Eagle River Campground may be expanded if appropriate.

2) Facilities will be phased so as to satisfy existing 
recreational demand and anticipated demands of the near-term 
future.

3) Motorized recreational activities (including boats,
snowmachines and ATV's) are prohibited.

4) Commercial activities shall be limited in number through
concession contracts rather than through park use permits.
Activities related to the possible development of a downhill ski
area may be allowed but shall be controlled to insure that the 
natural and recreational resource values of the unit are 
maintained. The management plan shall determine the carrying 
capacity of the river for both commercial and non-commercial 
u s e s .

5) Pursuant to AS 41.21.022, the division shall seek the 
concurrence of the Board of Game to close the unit to hunting and 
designate it as a wildlife viewing area. The division and the 
planning team shall make wildlife viewing and wildlife education 
a goal of the area.

6) Motorized vehicle access on the existing 1D9 (Homestead Road) 
right-of-way is allowed for use by local residents and others. 
The road may be relocated , redesigned and upgraded so long as 
natural and recreational values of the unit are maintained. 
Special park use permits may be issued under 11 AAC 18.010 (8) to 
provide nearby landowners with access to the 1D9 road. 
Authorizations for public utilities to be located in or across 
parklands and water shall be under the permitting process 
authorized by 11 AAC 18.010. The division shall work closely 
with DOT/PF and the Municipality of Anchorage to insure that the 
proposed Eagle Loop Road connection to Hiland Road/Glenn Highway 
crossing of the greenbelt minimizes adverse impacts on the unit.

7) Modification of the river to enhance boater safety or improve 
whitewater kayaking should only be considered after a thorough

•4



review of impacts and coordination with appropriate agencies 
(i.e. ADF&G, Corps of Engineers, Municipality of Anchorage, 
etc.). This issue should be addressed during the development of 
the management plan.

Neil^ C*. Jbhannsen, Director 
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation
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Judith M. Brady, Commissioner 
Department of Natural Resource
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I .  INTRODUCTION

S t a f f  o f  t he  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  and Ou t do o r  R e c r e a t i o n  and t he  D i v i s i o n  o f  
G e o l o g i c a l  and Geophy s i ca l  S u r v e y s  c o nduc t ed  a r e c o n n a i s s a n c e - l e v e l  s u r v e y  o f  
p o t e n t i a l  d o w nh i l l  s k i  s i t e s  in Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .

The s t udy  was c onduc t ed  as  p a r t  o f  a l i m i t e d  r e v i ew  and upda t e  o f  the  1980 
Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  Ma s t e r  p l a n .  The r e v i ew  and upda t e  r e sponds  t o  t h r e e
c u r r e n t  management and deve l opmen t  i s s u e s  which a r e  n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  t r e a t e d  in 
the o r i g i n a l  p l a n :  commerc i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  E ag l e  R i v e r  G r e e n b e l t ,
and r e s o r t  de v e l opmen t  w i t h i n  t he  p a r k .  Th i s  s t u d y  c on c e r n s  the  r e s o r t  
deve l opmen t  i s s u e .

The s t ud y  p r o v i d e s  an o b j e c t i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f  the  E ag l e  R i v e r  s i t e  p r opo sed  by 
the Rogne r  T o u r i s t i k  company,  u s i n g  a c c ep t e d  s t a n d a r d s  and g u i d e l i n e s  d e v e l ­
oped by the  sk i  i n d u s t r y .  I t  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a b a s i s  f o r  compa r i s on  w i t h  e t h e r  
p o t e n t i a l  s i t e s  in t he  p a r k .

The s t udy  w i l l  be used as one s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on the p a r k ,  t o  be con ­
s i d e r e d  a l o n g s i d e  many o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  s o u r c e s .  I t  i s  no t  i n t ended t o  be a 
c omp l e t e  a n a l y s i s  o f  s k i  a r e a  s u i t a b i l i t y ,  wh ich wou l d n e c e s s a r i l y  i n c o r p o r a t e  
o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t y p e s ,  such as  a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  w i l d l i f e  impac t s ,  d i s p l a c emen t  
o f  e x i s t i n g  p a r k  u s e r s ,  e t c .  I t  d o e s ,  howeve r ,  p r o v i d e  the be s t  i n f o r m a t i o n  
a v a i l a b l e  c o n c e r n i n g  p o t e n t i a l  a l p i n e  s k i  t e r r a i n  in t h e  p a r k .  Th i s  i n f o rm a ­
t i o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  an i n f o rmed  d e c i s i o n  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  wh e t h e r ,  and 
under  what c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  s k i  r e s o r t  deve l opmen t  s h o u l d  be a l l ow e d  in the  
p a r k .

I f  the  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  and Ou t d o o r  R e c r e a t i o n  d e c i d e s  t o  p r o ce ed  wi t h  
c o m p e t i t i v e  c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t i n g  f o r  s k i  r e s o r t  de ve l opmen t  in t h e  p a r k ,  the 
s t udy  would s e r v e  as an i n i t i a l  l i s t  o f  p o t e n t i a l  s i t e s ,  which would then be 
s u b j e c t e d  t o  a more r i g o r o u s  and comp r ehen s i ve  a n a l y s i s  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  o t h e r  
f a c t o r s .
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I .  INTRODUCTION

S t a f f  o f  t he  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  and Ou t do o r  R e c r e a t i o n  and t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  
G e o l o g i c a l  and Ge oph y s i c a l  S u r v e y s  conduc t ed  a r e c o n n a i s s a n c e - 1  eve  I s u r v e y  o f  
p o t e n t i a l  d o w nh i l l  s k i  s i t e s  in Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .

The s t ud y  was c onduc t ed  a s  p a r t  o f  a l i m i t e d  r e v i ew  and upda t e  o f  t he  1980 
Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  Ma s t e r  P l a n .  The r e v i ew  and upda t e  r e sponds  t o  t h r e e
c u r r e n t  management and deve l opmen t  i s s u e s  which a r e  n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  t r e a t e d  in 
the  o r i g i n a l  p l a n :  commerc i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  E ag i e  R i v e r  G r e e n b e l t ,
and r e s o r t  d e v e l opmen t  w i t h i n  t he  p a r k .  T h i s  s t ud y  c o nc e r n s  the  r e s o r t  
d e ve l opmen t  i s s u e .

The s t ud y  p r o v i d e s  an o b j e c t i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f  the E a g l e  R i v e r  s i t e  p r opo sed  by 
the  Rogne r  T o u r i s t i k  company,  u s i n g  a c c e p t e d  s t a n d a r d s  and g u i d e l i n e s  d e v e l ­
oped by t h e  s k i  i n d u s t r y .  I t  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a b a s i s  f o r  c ompa r i s on  w i t h  o t h e r  
p o t e n t i a l  s i t e s  in t he  p a r k .

The s t udy  w i l l  be used as  one s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t he  p a r k ,  t o  be c o n ­
s i d e r e d  a l o n g s i d e  many o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  s o u r c e s .  I t  i s  no t  i n t ended  t o  be a 
c omp l e t e  a n a l y s i s  o f  sk i  a r e a  s u i t a b i l i t y ,  which wou l d  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n c o r p o r a t e  
o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t y p e s ,  such as  a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  w i l d l i f e  impac t s ,  d i s p l a c emen t  
o f  e x i s t i n g  p a r k  u s e r s ,  e t c .  I t  d o e s ,  howeve r ,  p r o v i d e  t he  be s t  i n f o rm a t i o n  
a v a i l a b l e  c o n c e r n i n g  p o t e n t i a l  a l p i n e  s k i  t e r r a i n  in t h e  p a r k .  Th i s  i n f o rm a ­
t i o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  an i n f o rmed  d e c i s i o n  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  wh e t h e r ,  and 
unde r  what  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  s k i  r e s o r t  de v e l opmen t  s h ou l d  be a l l o w e d  in t he  
p a r k .

I f  t he  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  and Ou t d o o r  R e c r e a t i o n  d e c i d e s  t o  p r o c e ed  w i t h  
c o m p e t i t i v e  c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t i n g  f o r  sk i  r e s o r t  de ve l opmen t  in t h e  p a r k ,  the  
s t ud y  wou l d  s e r v e  as an i n i t i a l  l i s t  o f  p o t e n t i a l  s i t e s ,  which wou l d  then be 
s u b j e c t e d  t o  a more r i g o r o u s  and comp r ehen s i v e  a n a l y s i s  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  o t h e r  
f a c t o r s .
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I I .  METHODOLOGY

The s t udy  w i l l  be most  u s e f u l  when i t s  me t h od o l o g y  i s  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  and
u n d e r s t o o d .  The s e c t i o n s  be l ow d i s c u s s  the t e r r a i n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  ne c e s s a r y  
f o r  a good s k i  a r e a ,  t he  s t u d y ' s  me t hod o l o g y  and t he  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  such an 
a p p r o a c h .

A. Sk i  Area C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

Many c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  c o n s t i t u t e  a good a l p i n e  sk i  a r e a .  The c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c s  a d d r e s s e d  in t h i s  s t ud y  a r e :  1 ) s l o p e  a s p e c t ,  2) v e r t i c a l  d e s cen t
o f  s l o p e s ,  3 )  t e r r a i n  b a l a n c e ,  4)  f a l l  l i n e  c o n t i n u i t y  by a b i l i t y  l e v e l ,
5)  t e r r a i n  d i v e r s i t y ,  6 ) g r ound  c o v e r ,  7 )  t e r r a i n  h a z a r d s ,  8 ) base a r e a  
de v e l opmen t  p o t e n t i a l ,  and 9 ) p o t e n t i a l  f o r  o t h e r  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n
a c t i v i t i e s .

1.  S l o p e  Aspec t

In Chugach S t a t e  P a r k ,  e a s t  a nd ,  t o  a l e s s e r  e x t e n t ,  wes t  f a c i n g  
s l o p e s  p r o v i d e  the most  d e s i r a b l e  e x p o s u r e  t o  the sun .  At more
s o u t h e r l y  l a t i t u d e s ,  n o r t h  s l o p e s  a r e  needed t o  p r o t e c t  s l o p e s  f r om
s o l a r  h e a t ,  bu t  a t  A l a s k a  l a t i t u d e s  i t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  t o  expose  
s u n - s t a r v e d  s k i e r s  t o  d i r e c t  s u n l i g h t  as  much as p o s s i b l e .  South 
f a c i n g  s l o p e s  wou l d be s u b j e c t  t o  l o s s  o f  n a t u r a l  o r  a r t i f i c i a l  snow 
d u r i n g  s p r i n g  s k i i n g  s e a son  when t e mp e r a t u r e s  may be t o o  warm to 
p e rm i t  making more a r t i f i c i a l  snow.  West  f a c i n g  s l o p e s  a r e  exposed 
t o  s u n l i g h t  d u r i n g  t he  warmer  p a r t  o f  the day and t h e r e f o r e  w i l l  be 
more s u b j e c t  t o  m e l t i n g  and subsequen t  i c i n g  than e a s t  f a c i n g  
s l o p e s .

2 .  V e r t i c a l  De scen t  and Leng ths  o f  Ski  S l o p e s

V e r t i c a l  d e s c e n t s  o f  3 , 0 0 0  o r  more f e e t  wou l d  compare w i t h  the  ma j o r  
sk i  a r e a s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  Canada and the  Un i t e d  S t a t e s  each have a 
sk i  a r e a  o r  two w i t h  j u s t  o v e r  4 , 0 0 0  v e r t i c a l  f e e t  and t h e r e  may be 
a r e a s  in Eu r ope  w i t h  o v e r  5 , 0 0 0  v e r t i c a l .  A r eas  w i t h  2 , 0 0 0  t o  3 , 0 0 0  
v e r t i c a l  p r o v i d e  a l o t  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  s k i i n g  which would be a t t r a c ­
t i v e  t o  a b r o ad  c l i e n t e l e .  A r eas  w i t h  l e s s  than 2 , 0 0 0  v e r t i c a l
p r o v i d e  good d a y - u s e  s k i i n g  f o r  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  i f  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  
o n e - h a l f  h o u r  d r i v i n g  t ime o f  mos t  u s e r s .

3 .  T e r r a i n  B a l an c e

S k i e r  ma r ke t  s t u d i e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the m a j o r i t y  o f  s k i e r s  p r e f e r  
i n t e r m e d i a t e  t e r r a i n ,  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  demand f o r  n o v i c e  and 
a d v a n c e d / e x p e r t  s l o p e s .  E x i s t i n g  Ancho r age  s k i  a r e a s  t end to be 
e i t h e r  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  n o v i c e  s l o p e s  ( R u s s i a n  J a c k  S p r i n g s ,  H i l l t o p  
and H i l l  b e r g )  o r  advanced ( A l p en a l ow  and A l y e s k a ) .  The g r e a t e s t
need in s o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  i s  f o r  an a r e a  w i t h  l ong i n t e rm e d i a t e
sk i  r uns  and an o v e r a l l  t e r r a i n  b a l a n c e  o f :
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S k i e r  Abi  1 i t /  L e v e l P e r c e n t a g e  o f  A r e a
Nov i ce
I n t e rm e d i a t e
Advanced /Expe r t

2 0 - 2 5 ?
5 0 - 6 0 ?
2 0 - 2 5 ?

S l o p e s  g r a d i e n t s  f o r  each a r e :

S k i e r  A b i 1 i t y  L e v e 1 S l o p e  P e r c e n t a g e  o r  Degrees  
2 0 - 2 5 ?  o r  0 6 ° - l 4  
2 5 - 4 0 ?  o r  1 4 ° - 2 2 °  
4 0 - 5 5 ?  o r  2 2 ° - 2 9 °  
5 5 - 8 0 ?  o r  2 9 ° - 3 9 °

Nov i ce 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  
Advanced 
Expe r t

F a l l  L i ne  C o n t i n u i t y  by A b i l i t y  Leve l

The d e s i r e d  p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  a c r e a ge  by s k i e r  a b i l i t y  l e v e l  a r e  no t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  good s k i i n g  f o r  a l l  s k i e r s .  In a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  d e s i r e d  b a l a n c e ,  t h e r e  must be c o n t i n u i t y  o f  s l o p e  g r a d i e n t  
f o r  each a b i l i t y  l e v e l  s o  t h a t  each c l a s s  o f  s k i e r  can have a 
c o n t i n u o u s  sk i  r un .

T e r r a  in P i  v e r s  i t y

Fo r  s k i i n g  t o  be mos t  f u n ,  sma l l  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  t e r r a i n  a r e  n e c e s ­
s a r y .  The p h y s i c a l  s e n s a t i o n  o f  changes  in t e r r a i n  o v e r  s h o r t  
d i s t a n c e s  and v i s u a l  s u r p r i s e s  c r e a t e  a sense  o f  a d v e n t u r e  which 
g r e a t l y  enhances  t he  a l p i n e  s k i i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  A p o t e n t i a l  s i t e  may 
p o s s e s s  t he  r i g h t  s t a t i s t i c s  and s l o p e s  which a r e  c o r r e c t l y  i n c l i n e d  
p l a i n s  but  r e s u l t  in b o r i n g  s k i i n g .

Ground Cove r  Types

V e g e t a t i o n  r a t h e r  than r o c k  i s  p r e f e r a b l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in c l i m a t e s  
w i t h  l i m i t e d  s n o w f a l l s ,  and a m i x t u r e  o f  v e g e t a t i o n  e n a b l e s  a 
v a r i e t y  o f  s c en e r y  and snow c o n d i t i o n s  f r om t r e e  s k i i n g  t o  s k i i n g  
the open spaces  above t i m b e r ! i n e .  The p r e s ence  o f  t r e e s  as h i gh as  
p o s s i b l e  on the  mount a i n  i s  d e s i r a b l e  t o  p r o t e c t  snow and s k i e r s  
f r om windb l own c o n d i t i o n s .

T e r r a i n  Haza rds

T e r r a i n  h a z a r d s  such as c l i f f s  and b o u l d e r s  c o u l d  be a m a i o r  c o n ­
s t r a i n t  i f  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  r o u t e s  l i k e l y  t o  be f o l l o w e d  by s k i e r s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e r e  i s  p o o r  v i s i b i l i t y .

Base Area Deve l opment  P o t e n t i a l

Adequat e  l e v e l  o r  mode r a t e  t e r r a i n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  a t  the  base o f  s k i  
s l o p e s  f o r  the p l a cemen t  o f  l i f t ,  warm-up,  and f ood  s e r v i c e  f a c i l ­
i t i e s ,  p a r k i n g ,  and s t o r a g e  o f  ma i n t enance  equ i pmen t .  Twenty t o  
t h i r t y  a c r e s  w i t h  a g r a d i e n t  o f  l e s s  than 20?  i s adequa t e  f o r  t h e s e  
f u n c t  i o n s .
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9 .  O t h e r  A c t i v i t y  P o t e n t i a l

Commitment o f  l a r g e  amounts o f  l and and money f o r  a s i n g l e  a c t i v i t y  
may no t  be j u s t i f i e d  f r om l and  use  o r  economic  f e a s i b i l i t y  v i ew ­
p o i n t s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  a l p i n e  sk i  a r e a s  where 
t h e y  can s u pp o r t  o t h e r  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  such as c r o s s ­
c o u n t r y  s k i i n g ,  s k i  j ump i ng ,  l u g e i n g ,  b o b s l e d d i n g ,  s k a t i n g  and dog 
mushing in w i n t e r ;  h i k i n g ,  h o r s e b a c k  r i d i n g ,  and moun t a i n  c l imb i ng  
in summer ;  and w i l d l i f e  o b s e r v a t i o n  y e a r - r o u n d .

B. S t udy  Me t h odo l ogy

T h i s  s t u d y  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  o t h e r s  which the  Depa r tment  o f  Na t u r a l  Re sou r c e s  
has c onduc t ed  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  l and  use  p l a n s  f o r  the  Tanana Bas i n  and 
Ha t ch e r  Pass  and which the  U . S .  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  has c onduc t ed  in the 
Chugach N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t .  Th i s  s t udy  examines  much o f  the a r e a  between 
Chugach N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  and t h e  Ha t ch e r  Pa s s  Management A r ea ,  thus 
f i l l i n g  a m a j o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  gap on s o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  a l p i n e  s k i  s i t e s .

Th i s  s t u d y  e n t a i l e d  the f o l l o w i n g  s t e p s :

1.  R e s e a r c h  and d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a l p i n e  s k i  a r e a  r e q u i r emen t s .

2 .  C o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  s k i e r s  and p a r k  r a n g e r s  t o  o b t a i n  o p i n i o n s  r e g a r d ­
ing p o t e n t i a l  s i t e s .

3 .  Map r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  t h r o u gh  which c a l c u l a t i o n  o f  s l o p e  g r a d i e n t s  
( b a s ed  on 100 ' c o n t o u r  l i n e s )  t o  i d e n t i f y  a r e a s  w i t h  enough i n t e rm e ­
d i a t e  t e r r a i n .

S t e p s  2 and 3 r e s u l t e d  in t he  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the f o l l o w i n g  s i t e s  
o u t s i d e  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  z o n e ,  l i s t e d  f r om  n o r t h  t o  s o u t h :  1 ) E k l u t n a
N o r t h ,  2 )  E k l u t n a  S o u t h ,  3 )  P e t e r s  C r e e k  -  4 M i l e ,  4 )  P e t e r s  C r eek  -
6 M i l e ,  5 )  P e t e r s  C r e e k  -  8 M i l e ,  6 ) P e t e r s  C r eek  -  10 M i l e ,  7)  L i t ­
t l e  P e t e r s  C r e e k ,  8) Mt .  B a l d y ,  9 )  H i gh l a nd  Mounta in We s t ,  10 )  H i gh ­
l and Moun t a i n  E a s t ,  11)  E ag l e  R i v e r ,  12)  Sou th  Fo r k  Eag l e  R i v e r .  
13)  W o l v e r i n e  Bowl ,  14)  Sou th  F o r k  Campbe l l  C r e e k ,  15 )  I nd i an  
V a l l e y ,  and 16)  B i r d  V a l l e y .

4 .  Three  h e l i c o p t e r  o v e r f l i g h t s  and l a n d i n g s  a t  s e l e c t e d  s i t e s  ( E k l u t n a  
S o u t h ,  H i gh l a nd  Moun t a i n ,  E ag l e  R i v e r ,  and South F o r k  Eag l e  R i v e r l  
t o  v i s u a l l y  v e r i f y  the c a p a b i l i t y  o f  the 16 i d e n t i f i e d  s i t e s  and 
o b t a i n  s l o p e  g r a d i e n t s  w i t h  i n c l i n o m e t e r s  a t  l a nd i ng  s i t e s .  S t i l l  
p h o t o s ,  v i d e o  came r a ,  and f i e l d  n o t e s  were used t o  r e c o r d  the  d a t a .  
They a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  v i ew i ng  a t  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  P a r k  Anch.  o f f i c e .  
S t ep 4 r e s u l t e d  in the  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f :

E k l u t n a  N o r t h  due to f unne l  shape o f  l owe r  t h i r d  o f  mounta i n  
and r e s u l t i n g  absence o f  a s k i a b l e  f a l l  l i n e ;
P e t e r s  C r e e k  -  8 M i l e  due t o  l a c k  o f  t e r r a i n  d i v e r s i t y ;
P e t e r s  C r ee k  -  10 M i l e  due t o  p r e c i p i t o u s  and t h e r e f o r e  h a z a r d ­
ous  a r e a s ;
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L i t t l e  P e t e r s  C r ee k  due t o  t he  l im i t e d  u s e a b l e  v e r t i c a l  d e ­
s c e n t ;
Sou th  F o r k  Campbel l  C r eek  due t o  t he  l i m i t e d  v e r t i c a l  d e s c e n t ;  
and
B i r d  due t o  the  h i gh  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  s t e ep  t e r r a i n  and l im i t e d  
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  i n t e rm e d i a t e  s k i i n g .

S t ep  4 a l s o  e n t a i l e d  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  A l peng l ow and A l y e s k a  
sk i  a r e a s  and the p o t e n t i a l  Wi nne r  C r eek  sk i  a r e a  in t he  Chugach
Na t i o n a l  F o r e s t  f o r  compa r i s on  p u r p o s e s .

5 .  D e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  o f  t e r r a i n  c a p a b i l i t y  f i e l d  d a t a  was p o r t r a y e d  on 
maps a t  a s c a l e  o f  2 i nches  t o  the m i l e .  A p p l i c a t i o n  o f  sk i  a r e a  
r e q u i r e men t s  r e s u l t e d  in d e l i n e a t i o n  o f  s l o p e s  by a b i l i t y  l e v e l  and 
w r i t t e n  a n a l y s i s  o f  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  which d e s c r i b e s  t e r r a i n  
c a p a b i 1 i t y .

P a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h i s  s t ud y  were Nat Goodhue,  who wr o t e  i t ,  Dave S t ephens  
who was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e v i s i n g  t he  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  ma s t e r  p l a n  t o
dea l  w i t h  r e s o r t  d e ve l opmen t  and o t h e r  i s s u e s  both f r om the  D i v i s i o n  o f
P a r k s  and Ou tdoo r  R e c r e a t i o n  and B i l l  Long and S t an C a r r i c k ,  f r om the  
D i v i s i o n  o f  G e o l o g i c a l  and Ge oph y s i c a l  Su r v e y s  who he l ped  in the  t e r r a i n  
a n a l y s i s ,  and C r a i g  L i n d h ,  a s k i  a r e a  c o n s u l t a n t ,  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the 
f i e l d  wo r k .

S t udy  Limi  t a t i o n s

Many f a c t o r s  must  be c o n s i d e r e d  in t he  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  a s i t e  f o r  d ownh i l l  
s k i i n g .  The scope o f  t h i s  s t ud y  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  an a n a l y s i s  o f  t e r r a i n  
c a p a b i l i t y  in r e c r e a t i o n  deve l opmen t  and n a t u r a l  zones  but  no t  the 
w i l d e r n e s s  zone o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  I s  the t e r r a i n  c a p ab l e  o f  p r o v i d ­
ing h i gh q u a l i t y  a l p i n e  s k i i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s ?

Th i s  s t u dy  does not  e v a l u a t e  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  which i n f l u e n c e  s i t e  c a p a b i l ­
i t y ,  such a s :

1 . dep th  and d u r a t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l l y  p r oduced  snow;
2 . e x po s u r e  t o  wind and sun which d e t e rm i n e  t he  r e t e n t i o n  o f  snow;
3 . adequacy o f  w a t e r  s u p p l y  f o r  p r o du c i ng  a r t i f i c i a l  snow;
4.  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  ( e x c e p t  f o r  the f a c t  t h a t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  o n l y  the  

n a t u r a l  and r e c r e a t i o n  d e ve l opmen t  z ones  o f  the  pa r k  r e s u l t e d  in 
most s i t e s  be i ng  w i t h i n  a f e w i r .M e s  o f  e x i s t i n g  r o a d s ) ;

5 . a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  u t i l i t i e s  ( e l e c t r i c i t y ,  c ommun i ca t i ons ,  d r i n k i n g  
w a t e r  and s a n i t a r y  wa s t e  d i s p o s a l ) ;  and

6 . a v a l a n c he  d a ng e r .

Nor does t h i s  s t ud y  a n a l y z e  the s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  the s i t e s  f o r  a l p i n e  s k i  
a r e a  d e v e l o pmen t .  A s i t e  may be c a p a b l e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  h i gh q u a l i t y  a l p i n e  
sk i  e x p e r i e n c e  bu t  migh t  no t  be su i tab Ie f o r  t h a t  use because  o f :

I .  u s e r  c o n f l i c t s  -  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  o t h e r  t vpes  o f  e x i s t i n g  o r
p o t e n t i a l  r e c r e a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e  d e t e rm i n ed  to be a more ‘ mpo r t a n t  
use o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  s i t e ;



2 . w i l d l i f e  c o n f l i c t s  -  t h e  d i s p l a c e me n t  o f  w i l d l i f e  f r om c r i t i c a l  
h a b i t a t  o r  l o s s  o f  w i l d l i f e  v i ew i ng  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;

3 . d e t r a c t i o n  f r om  s c e n i c  v a l u e s  -  u n a c c e p t a b l e  changes  o f  n a t u r a l  
e n v i r o nmen t  caused by p u b l i c  a c ce s s  r o a d s ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c c e s s  r o ads  
on v i s i b l e  m o u n t a i n s i d e s ,  l i f t  t owe r s  and c a b l e s ,  ba se  f a c i l i t y  
d e v e l o pmen t ,  and l i g h t i n g  f o r  n i g h t  s k i i n g ;

n o i s e  p o l l u t i o n  f r om sk i  l i f t  m o t o r s ,  snow gr ooming equ i pmen t ,  and 
p u b l i c  a u t o m o b i l e  t r a f f i c ;

5 .  l and  owne r sh i p  -  t he  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  p r o p e r t y  owner s  t o  make t h e i r  
l and a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s k i  a r e a  d e ve l o pmen t .

A l s o ,  t h e  s t u d y  does  no t  e v a l u a t e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  m i t i g a t i o n  mea­
s u r e s  wh i ch  c o u l d :

1 . p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  l and uses  i n c omp a t i ­
b l e  w i t h  p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n  ( e . g .  " n o  t r e s p a s s i n g "  s i g n s )  t o  commer­
c i a l  r e c r e a t i o n  l ands  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p u b l i c  u s e ;

2 . enhance r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o t h e r  t han a l p i n e  s k i i n g ,  such as 
improved p u b l i c  a c c e s s  i n t o  the  Chugach Moun t a i n s ;

3 . p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  w i l d l i f e  and s c e n i c  v i ew i ng  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;

**. m i n im i z e  t he  v i s u a l  impact s  o f  a l p i n e  sk i  d e ve l opmen t  on the l a n d ­
s c ap e .

F i n a l l y ,  t h i s  s t udy  does no t  a d d r e s s  t he  economic  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  the  
d e ve l opmen t  o f  an a l p i n e  s k i  a r e a ,  t h e  ca sh  f l o w  r e s u l t i n g  f r om the  c o s t  
o f  f a c i l i t y  d e ve l o pmen t ,  l a n d ,  r o a d s ,  and u t i l i t i e s  and the p r o b a b l e  
income f r om  s a l e  o f  l i f t  t i c k e t s ,  f o o d ,  b e v e r a g e s ,  s u p p l i e s ,  l o d g i n g ,  and 
o t h e r  s e r v i c e s .

The t e r r a i n  c a p a b i l i t y  s t u d y ,  h oweve r ,  i s  the c r i t i c a l  f i r s t  s t e p  in 
d e t e rm i n i n g  a l p i n e  s k i i n g  p o t e n t i a l  w i t h i n  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .
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V*_ur f û r?̂ ~!.| 9 ^ n t a  in Eas t  Gordon ti

/Whhiirjr ; 5-/*̂
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A. Chugach S t a t e  P a r k

T opo g r a ph i c  f a c t o r s  which a r e  the s u b j e c t  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  and o t h e r  
f a c t o r s  wh ich a r e  o u t s i d e  the scope  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t  the  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a l p i n e  s k i i n g  w i t h i n  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  
s l o p e s  o f  t he  Chugach Range exceed  t he  maximum g r a d i e n t s  f o r  a l p i n e  
s k i i n g .  Moun t a i n s  w i t h i n  t he  n a t u r a l  zone o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  r each  
h e i g h t s  o f  6,000 f e e t  above  sea l e v e l  a d j a c e n t  t o  v a l l e y  f l o o r s  but  t h o s e  
v e r t i c a l  d e s c e n t s  o f  s e v e r a l  t housand f e e t  a r e  u n u s a b l e  due t o  t e r r a i n  
h a z a r d s  such as  c l i f f s  and b o u l d e r s .  Many moun t a i n s  w i t h  some s k i a b l e  
t e r r a i n  d o n ' t  o f f e r  c o n t i n u o u s  f a l l  l i n e  s k i  f o r  each a b i l i t y  l e v e l  
because  o f  t he  t r a n s i t i o n  f r om s t e e p  t o  m o d e r a t e .  Most  Chugach moun t a i n  
s l o p e s  a r e  above  t i m b e r l i n e  and o f f e r  l i t t l e  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  s k i e r s  and 
snow f r om the  w i nd .  Where s l o p e s  t e rm i n a t e  on l owe r  v a l l e y  f l o o r s  t h e r e  
a r e  s e v e r a l  hund red v e r t i c a l  f e e t  o f  f o r e s t e d  s l o p e s .

B. P o t e n t i a l  S i t e s

The t e r r a i n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t e n  s i t e s  which appea r ed  t o  be c a p ab l e  o f  
s u p p o r t i n g  a l p i n e  s k i i n g  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  on t he  f o l l o w i n g  page s .  The s i t e s

I I I .  CAPAB IL ITY  OF TERRAIN FOR ALPINE SK I ING

f r om n o r t h  t o  s o u t h  a r e :

1 . E k l u t n a  Sou th
2 . P e t e r s  C r e e k  -  ** M i l e
3 . P e t e r s  C r e e k  -  6 M i l e
4 . Mt .  B a l d y
5 . H i gh l a nd  Moun t a i n  West
6 . H i gh l a nd  Moun t a i n  Eas t
7 . E ag l e  R i v e r
8 . Sou th  F o r k  Eag l e  R i v e r
9 . W o l v e r i n e  Bowl

1 0 . 1nd i an
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SITE '#1 -  EKLUTNA SOUTH

1.  S l o p e  a s p e c t :  No r t h

2 . E l e v a t i o n s  and l e n g t h  o f  p o t e n t i a l  l i f t - s e r v e d  r un s :

H i ghe s t  U s a b l e  E l e v a t i o n  A , 0 00 '
Lowest  U s ab l e  E l e v a t i o n  1 , 1 0 0 '
U s ab l e  V e r t i c a l  De scen t  2 , 9 0 0 '
Longe s t  P o s s i b l e  Run 8 , 0 0 0 '

3 .  T e r r a i n  b a l a n c e :

A b i 1 i t y  S t e e p ne s s  Ac reage  % o f  t o t a l
Nov i ce  10 -25% s l o p e  o r  0 6 ° - 1 ^0 51 2 23
I n t e rm e d i a t e  25-^0% s l o p e  o r  1 4 ° - 1 1 °  720  33
Advanced AO-55% s l o p e  o r  2 2 ° - 2 9 °  816 36
E x pe r t  55-802;  s l o p e  o r  2 9 ° “ 39°  192  3
TOTAL 2 , 2 A0 100

A- F a l l  l i n e  c o n t i n u i t y  by a b i l i t y  l e v e l :  Con t i nuou s  i n t e rm e d i a t e  and
advanced t e r r a i n  f o r  95% o f  v e r t i c a l  d e s c e n t .

5 .  T e r r a i n  d i v e r s i t y :  No ma j o r  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  t e r r a i n .  Except  f o r  sma l l
v a r i a t i o n s ,  i t  woul d be smooth s k i i n g  and no v i s u a l  s u r p r i s e s  w i t h
l i m i t e d  s ense  o f  a d v e n t u r e .

6 . Ground c o v e r  t y p e s :  A l p i n e  t und r a  f o r  the  uppe r  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  s l o p e s  and
i n t e r e s t i n g  b i r c h / s p r u c e  f o r e s t  f o r  the  l owe r  o n e - q u a r t e r  o f  s l o p e s .

7 .  T e r r a i n  h a z a r d s  ( c l i f f s ,  b o u l d e r s ,  e t c . ) :  L im i t e d  c r agg y  a r e a s .

8 . Base a r e a  deve l opmen t  p o t e n t i a l :  Ample space  on bench n e a r  mun i c i p a l
w a t e r  t r e a tme n t  p l a n t  l o c a t e d  between bo t t om o f  mount a i n  and E k l u t n a
R i v e r .

9 .  O t he r  a c t i v i t y  p o t e n t i a l :  E x t e n s i v e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  t r a i l
sy s t em on the  bench t o  the wes t  o f  p o t e n t i a l  base a r e a .



5*0/

I n t e rm e d i a t e  (25-^0% s l o p e s )

Advanced (40-55% s lop es )

o  1010

3 0 0 0
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SITE 

1 . 

2.

3 .

A.

5 .

6.

7 .

8.

9 .

n  -  PETERS CREEK -  A MILE 

S l o p e  a s p e c t :  A l l  d i r e c t i o n s

E l e v a t i o n s  and l e ng t h  o f  p o t e n t i a l  l i f t - s e r v e d  r u n s :

H i g h e s t  U s a b l e  E l e v a t i o n  A, 500*
Lowes t  U s a b l e  E l e v a t i o n  1 , 2 0 0 '
U s a b l e  V e r t i c a l  Descen t  3 . 3 0 0 '
Longes t  P o s s i b l e  Run 1 7 , 0 0 0 '

T e r r a i n  b a l a n c e :

A b i 1 i t y  S t eepne s s  Ac r eage  % o f  t o t a l
Nov i ce  10-25% s l o p e  o r  0 6 ° - l A °  288  13
I n t e rm e d i a t e  25-^0% s l o p e  o r  1 A ° - 1 1 °  83*. 38
Advanced 40 - 55% s l o p e  o r  2 2 ° - 2 9 °  1 , 0 8 8  49
E x p e r t  55~80% s l o p e  o r  2 9 ° - 3 9 °   "  ~~
TOTAL 2 , 2 0 8  100

F a l l  l i n e  c o n t i n u i t y  by a b i l i t y  l e v e l :  C on t i n uou s  advanced s l o p e  95% o f
the way t o  b a s e ;  i n t e rm e d i a t e  s l o p e s  o n l y  50% o f  the way t o  ba se .

T e r r a i n  d i v e r s i t y :  Even g r a d i e n t  s l o p e s  w i t h  l i t t l e  d i v e r s i t y  w i t h
p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  some o f  the s t e e p  advanced s l o p e s  whose r i d g e s  
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a s ense  o f  a d v e n t u r e  and v i ews  in many d i r e c t i o n s .

Ground c o v e r  t y p e s :  A l p i n e  t u nd r a  f o r  the  m a j o r i t y  o f  a r e a ;  b i r c h  and
sp r uc e  f o r e s t  and homes tead c l e a r i n g  on j owe r  s l o p e s .

T e r r a i n  h a z a r d s  ( c l i f f s ,  b o u l d e r s ,  e t c . ) :  A f ew r o c k  f a c e s .

Base a r e a  deve l opmen t  p o t e n t i a l :  Mode r a t e  t e r r a i n  f o r  compact  base
deve l opmen t  a t  c o n f l u e n c e  o f  s l o p e s .

O t h e r  a c t i v i t y  p o t e n t i a l :  T r a i l  a c t i v i t y  up and down P e t e r s  C r eek
Va I 1 e y .
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SITE 

1 . 

2.

3 .

4 .

5 .

6.

7 .

8. 

9 .

#3 " PETERS CREEK -  6 MILE 

S l o p e  a s p e c t :  No r t h

E l e v a t i o n s  and l e ng t h  o f  p o t e n t i a l  l i f t - s e r v e d  r u n s :

H i g h e s t  U s a b l e  E l e v a t i o n  A, 9 0 0 '
Lowes t  Us ab l e  E l e v a t i o n  1 , 4 0 0 '
U s a b l e  V e r t i c a l  De scen t  3 , 5 0 0 '
L o ng e s t  P o s s i b l e  Run 1 2 , 0 0 0 '

T e r r a i n  b a l a n c e :

A b ' 1 i t y  S t e e pne s s  Ac reage  % o f  t o t a l
Nov i ce  1 0 - 2 5 ?  s l o p e  o r  0 6 ° - l 4 °
I n t e rm e d i a t e  2 5 - 4 0 ?  s l o p e  o r  1^0- 1 1 °
Advanced 4 0 - 5 5 ?  s l o p e  o r  2 2 ° - 2 9 °
E x p e r t  5 5 - 8 0 ?  s l o p e  o r  2 9 ° - 3 9 °
TOTAL

F a l l  l i n e  c o n t i n u i t y  by a b i l i t y  l e v e l :  D i s c o n t i n u o u s  f o r  a l l  a b i l i t y
l e v e l s  w i t h  no a b i l i t y  l e v e l  run f o r  more than 4 0 ?  o f  s l o p e .

T e r r a i n  d i v e r s i t y :  Not much.

Ground c o v e r  t y p e s :  A l p i n e  t u n d r a .

T e r r a i n  h a z a r d s  ( c l i f f s ,  b o u l d e r s ,  e t c . ) :  P r e c i p i t o u s  a t  t op .

Base a r e a  de ve l opmen t  p o t e n t i a l :  L i m i t e d .

O t h e r  a c t i v i t y  p o t e n t i a l :  T r a i l  a c t i v i t y  up and down P e t e r s  C r eek
VaI l e y .

314 28506 45236 21
64 61,120 100



Legend -  S k i e r  A b i l i t y  C l a s s e s  

§ s | j  N o v i c e  ( 10 - 25% s l o p e s )

I n t e r m e d i a t e  ( 2 5 _i*0$ s l o p e s )

^  Advanced { h Q - 5 5 %  s l o p e s )  7“

E x p e r t  ( 5 5 - 80% s l o p e s )  ^
V
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SITE ttk -  MT. BALDY

1.  S l o p e  a s p e c t :  No r t hwes t

2 .  E l e v a t i o n s  and l e n g t h  o f  p o t e n t i a l  l i f t - s e r v e d  runs :

H i gh e s t  U s a b l e  E l e v a t i o n  3 , 0 0 0 '
Lowes t  U s a b l e  E l e v a t i o n  500 '
U s a b l e  V e r t i c a l  Descen t  2 , 5 0 0 '
Longe s t  P o s s i b l e  Run 1 0 , 5 0 0 '

T e r r a i n  b a l a n c e :

A b i 1 i t y S t e epne s s Ac reaqe
Nov i ce 10-25% s l o p e  o r 0 6 ° - l 4 ° 288
1nte rmed i a t e 25~A0% s l o p e  o r 1A° - 1 1 ° 568
Advanced ^0- 55% s l o p e  o r 2 2 ° - 2 9 ° 26A
Expe r t 55- 80% s l o p e  o r 2 9 ° - 3 9 ° —
TOTAL 1 ,120

% o f  t o t a l
25 
51 
23

Too

lt. F a l l  l i n e  c o n t i n u i t y  by a b i l i t y  l e v e l :  C on t i n uou s  i n t e rm e d i a t e  s l o p e  f o r
100% o f  the  d e s c e n t  and c o n t i n u o u s  n o v i c e  and advanced f o r  75% o f  de ­
s c e n t .

5 -  T e r r a i n  d i v e r s i t y :  L i t t l e  v a r i a t i o n  on uppe r  s l o p e s ;  l o t s  o f  k n o l l s ,
r o l l s  and h o l l ow s  on some l owe r  s l o p e s .

6 . Ground c o v e r  t y p e s :  A l p i n e  t und r a  on uppe r  h a l f  o f  moun t a i n ;  m o d e r a t e l y  
dense  s p r u c e  f o r e s t  on l owe r  h a l f  o f  moun t a i n .

7 .  T e r r a i n  h a z a r d s  ( c l i f f s ,  b o u l d e r s ,  e t c . ) :  B o t t l e n e c k  r e s u l t i n g  f r om 
s t e e p  d r o p - o f f  a t  bo t t om o f  mos t  p r o m i s i n g  i n t e rm e d i a t e  s l o p e .  T e r r a i n  
m o d i f i c a t i o n  mi gh t  a l l e v i a t e  t h i s  c o n s t r a i n t .

8 . Base a r e a  de ve l opmen t  p o t e n t i a l :  Mode r a t e  t e r r a i n  c o n s t r a i n e d  by r e s ­
i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o pmen t .

9 .  O t h e r  a c t i v i t y  p o t e n t i a l :  F i r e l a k e  R e c r e a t i o n  C en t e r  n e a r b y .
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Legend -  S k ie r  A b i l i t y  C la s s e s

N o v l e #  ( 10- 25% s l o p e s )
*

I n t e rm e d i a t e  ( 2 5 - 4 0% s l o p e s )  

Advanced ( 4 0 - 5 5% s l o p e s )  

E x p e r t  ( 55 - 8 0% s l o p e s )



I

2.

3 .

4 .

5 .

6.

7 .

8.

9 .

S ITE

1.

K5 -  HIGHLAND MOUNTAIN WEST 

S l o p e  a s p e c t ;  West

E l e v a t i o n s  and l e n g t h  o f  p o t e n t i a l  l i f t - s e r v e d  r u n s :

H i gh e s t  U s ab l e  E l e v a t i o n  3 , 5 0 0 '
Lowes t  U s ab l e  E l e v a t i o n  6 00 '
U s a b l e  V e r t i c a l  De scen t  2 , 9 0 0 '
L onge s t  P o s s i b l e  Run 1 5 , 8 0 0 '

T e r r a i n  b a l a n c e :

A b i 1 i t y  S t e epne s s  Ac reage  % o f  t o t a l
Nov i ce  10 -25% s l o p e  o r  0 6 ° - l 4 °  8 00  73
I n t e rm e d i a t e  2 5 - 4 0% s l o p e  o r  l 4 ° - 1 1 °  228  21
Advanced 4 0 - 5 5% s l o p e  o r  2 2 ° - 2 9 °  60 6
E x pe r t  5 5 - 80% s l o p e  o r  2 9 ° - 3 9 °
TOTAL 1 , 0 8 8  100

F a l l  l i n e  c c i t i n u i t y  by a b i l i t y  l e v e l :  Con t i n uou s  n o v i c e  s l o p e  f o r  95%
o f  t he  d i s t a n c e .

T e r r a i n  d i v e r s i t y :  L i t t l e  t e r r a i n  d i v e r s i t y  on uppe r  s l o p e s ;  some
i n t e r e s t i n g  draws on l owe r  s l o p e s .

Ground c o v e r  t y p e s :  A l p i n e  t und r a  f o r  uppe r  s l o p e s ,  b rush a t  n i d - l e v e l ,
and second g r owth  b i r c h  t r e e s  on l owe r  s l o p e s .

T e r r a i n  h a z a r d s  ( c l i f f s ,  b o u l d e r s ,  e t c . ) :  P r e c i p i t o u s  s l o p e  w i t h  some
a v a l a n c h i n g  a l o n g s i d e  uppe r  p a r t  o f  s l o p e .

Base a r e a  deve l opmen t  p o t e n t i a l :  E x t e n s i v e  f l a t  t e r r a i n  between base o f
s l o p e  and Gl enn Highway -  H i gh l a nd  D r i v e  i n t e r c h a n g e .

O t h e r  a c t i v i t y  p o t e n t i a l :  Luge ,  b o b s l e d ,  sk i  j ump ing and b i a t h a l o n  a t
p r opo s ed  w i n t e r  O l ymp i c  v e nue s .
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Legend -  S k i e r  A b i l i t y  C l a s s e s  

N ov ic e  (10-2531 s l c a e s )  

I n t e rm e d i a t e  {25~*0% s l o p e s )  

*  Advanced (bO-55% s ' o c e s )  

Expe r t  ( 55 - oOS s l c a e s )



SITE #6 -  HIGHLAND MOUNTAIN EAST 

1 . S l o p e  a s p e c t :  Eas t

2 .  E l e v a t i o n s  and l e ng t h  o f  p o t e n t i a l  l i f t - s e r v e d  r u n s :

H i ghe s t  U s a b l e  E l e v a t i o n  3 , 5 0 0 *
Lowest  Us ab l e  E l e v a t i o n  400*
U s ab l e  V e r t i c a l  Descen t  3 , 1 0 0 *
Longe s t  P o s s i b l e  Run 1 3 , 0 0 0 *

3 .  T e r r a i n  b a l a n c e :

AbM »ty S t e e pne s s  Ac r eage  % o f  t o t a l
Nov i ce  10-25% s l o p e  o r  0 6 ° - l 4 °  48 20
I n t e rm e d i a t e  2 5 _i»0% s l o p e  o r  1 4 0 - 1 1 °  104 43
Advanced 40 - 55% s l o p e  o r  2 2 ° - 2 9 °  88 37
E x p e r t  55 - 80% s l o p e  o r  2 9 ° - 3 9 °
TOTAL 2^0 100

P a l l  l i n e  c o n t i n u i t y  by a b i l i t y  l e v e l :  D i s c o n t i n u o u s  f o r  a l l  a b i l i t y
l e v e l s  w i t h  no a b i l i t y  l e v e l  run f o r  more than 50% o f  d e s c e n t .

5 .  T e r r a i n  d i v e r s i t y :  M a j o r  v a r i a t i o n  wou l d  o c c u r  a t  r oad c r o s s i n g  where a 
b r i d g e  wou l d be r e q u i r e d ;  some v a r i a t i o n s  in g u l l i e s .

6 . Ground c o v e r  t y p e s :  A l p i n e  t u nd r a  on uppe r  s l o p e s ,  p r i m a r i l y  b i r c h  
f o r e s t  on l owe r  s l o p e s .

7 .  T e r r a i n  h a z a r d s  ( c l i f f s ,  b o u l d e r s ,  e t c . ) :  Deep,  s t e ep  r a v i n e s  and 
i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  H i l a n d  D r i v e .

8 . Base a r e a  de ve l opmen t  p o t e n t i a l :  S e v e r e l y  l i m i t e d  by r oads  and r e s i ­
dences  .

9 .  O t he r  a c t i v i t y  p o t e n t i a l :  S i g h t s e e i n g  a t  w a t e r f a l l .
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Legend -  S k i e r  A b i l i t y  C l a s s e s

m Nov i ce  ( I 0 - 2 5 o  s l o p e s )

m I n t e rm e d i a t e  v'25•-^0% s l o p e s )

♦ Advanced ( *»0-?5* s l o p e s )

A E x pe r t  ( 5 5 ~80* si l o p e s )



S ITE  #7 - EAGLE R IVER

1.  S l o p e  a s p e c t :  No r t h

2 . E l e v a t i o n s  and l e ng t h  o f  p o t e n t i a l  l i f t - s e r v e d  r u n s :

H i gh e s t  U s a b l e  E l e v a t i o n  4 , 6 0 0 '
Lowes t  U s ab l e  E l e v a t i o n  3 50 '
U s a b l e  V e r t i c a l  De s c en t  A , 2 5 0 '
L onge s t  P o s s i b l e  Run 1 5 , 8 0 0 '

3 .  T e r r a i n  b a l a n c e :

A b i 1 ! ^  S t e e pne s s  Ac reage % o f  t o t a l
Nov i ce  10-25% s l o p e  o r  0 6 ° - l 4 °  2 28  f j j
I n t e rm e d i a t e  25 - 40% s l o p e  o r  1 4 ° - 1 1 °  628 41
Advanced 40 - 55% s l o p e  o r  2 2 ° - 2 9 °  504  33
E x p e r t  55 - 80% s l o p e  o r  29° - 39° 170 11
T0TAL 1,530 100

4 .  F a l l  l i n e  c o n t i n u i t y  by a b i l i t y  l e v e l :  C on t i nu ou s  t op  t o  bo t t om s l o p e s
f o r  n o v i c e  and i n t e rm e d i a t e  s k i i n g ;  c o n t i n u o u s  advanced s k i i n g  f o r  25% o f
d e s c e n t .

5 .  T e r r a i n  d i v e r s i t y :  L i t t l e  d i v e r s i t y  on most  s l o p e s ,  some v a r i e t y  in 
g u l l i e s  on l owe r  s l o p e s .

6 . Ground c o v e r  t y p e s :  A l p i n e  t und r a  f o r  m a j o r i t y  o f  a r e a  w i t h  b i r c h / s p r u c e
f o r e s t  and homes tead c l e a r i n g s  on l owe r  s l o p e s .

7 .  T e r r a i n  h a z a r d s  ( c l i f f s ,  b o u l d e r s ,  e t c . ) :  Sha rp  r o c k s  nea r  summi t .  Ea s t  
v a l l e y  n a r r ow  j u s t  above  midway c r e a t i n g  a b o t t l e n e c k  on somewhat o f  a 
s i d e h i 1 1 .

8 . Base a r e a  de ve l opmen t  p o t e n t i a l :  Ample f l a t  t e r r a i n  on f l o o r  o f  main
Eag l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y .

9 .  O t he r  a c t i v i t y  p o t e n t i a l :  H i k i ng  i n t o  t he  mo u n t a i n s ,  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  
s k i i n g ,  w i l d l i f e  o b s e r v a t i o n .

22



— 1 1 1 '' ' ' 
Legend -  S k i e r  A b i l i t y  C l a s s e s

Nov i ce  ( 10 - 25% s l o p e s )

I n t e rm e d i a t e  ( 25*40% s l o p e s )  S
\

^  Advanced ( 4 0 - 5 5% s l o p e s )  ^  

E x pe r t  ( 5 5 - 8 0% s l o p e s )



SITE #8 -  SOUTH FORK EAGLE RIVER

1.  S l o p e  a s p e c t :  West

2 . E l e v a t i o n s  and l e n g t h  o f  p o t e n t i a l  l i f t - s e r v e d  r u n s :

H i gh e s t  U s a b l e  E l e v a t i o n  A , 6 0 0 '
Lowes t  U s a b l e  E l e v a t i o n  2 , 0 0 0 '
U s a b l e  V e r t i c a l  De s c en t  2 , 3 0 0 '
Longe s t  P o s s i b l e  Run 5 , 0 0 0 '

3 .  T e r r a i n  b a l a n c e :

Abi 1 S t e ep ne s s  Ac reaqe  % o f  t o t a l
No v i c e  10 -25% s l o p e  o r  0 6 ° - l A r>
I n t e rm e d i a t e  25 
Advanced A0-5
E x p e r t  5 5 - 8
TOTAL

A. F a l l  l i n e  c o n t i n u i t y  by a b i l i t y  l e v e l :  Advanced s k i i n g  f o r  uppe r
t w o - t h i r d s  o f  s l o p e ;  i n t e rm e d i a t e  f o r  l owe r  o n e - t h i r d .

5 .  T e r r a i n  d i v e r s i t y :  S l i g h t .

6 . Ground c o v e r  t y p e s :  A l p i n e  t u n d r a .

7 .  T e r r a i n  h a z a r d s  ( c l i f f s ,  b o u l d e r s ,  e t c . ) :  P r e c i p i t o u s  nea r  the t o p .

8 . Base a r e a  de ve l opmen t  p o t e n t i a l :  L im i t e d  space  between r oad and f o o t  o f
s l o p e .

9 .  O t he r  a c t i v i t y  p o t e n t i a l :  H i k i n g .

s l ope o r 1 A ° - 1 1 ° 103 32
s 1 ope o r 2 2 ° - 2 9 ° 177 55s l ope o r 2 9 ° - 3 9 ° A0 13

320 100
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Legend -  S k i e r  A b i l i t y  C l a s s e s

Nov i c e  ( 1 0 - 2 5% s l o p e s )

I n t e rm e d i a t e  ( 2 5~A0 |  s l o p e s )

Advanced (AO-55% s l o p e s )

E x p e r t  ( 5 5 “ 80% s l o p e s )



SITE K9 -  WOLVERINE BOWL

1.  S l o p e  a s p e c t :  West

2 . E l e v a t i o n s  and l e n g t h  o f  p o t e n t i a l  l i f t - s e r v e d  r u n s :

H i gh e s t  U s ab l e  E l e v a t i o n  4 , 0 0 0 '
Lowest  U s ab l e  E l e v a t i o n  1 , 2 0 0 '
U s a b l e  V e r t i c a l  D e s c en t  2 , 800 '
L onge s t  P o s s i b l e  Run 1 2 , 0 0 0 '

3 .  T e r r a i n  b a l a n c e :

A b i 1 »ty S t e e p ne s s  Ac r eaqe  % o f  t o t a l
Nov i c e  1 0 - 2 5 $  s l o p e  o r  0 6 ° - l 4 °  368 25T 5
I n t e rm e d i a t e  2 5 - 4 0 $  s l o p e  o r  1 4 ° - 1 1 °  660  4 6 . 0
Advanced 4 0 - 5 5 $  s l o p e  o r  2 2 ° - 2 9 °  364 2 5 . 0
E x p e r t  5 5 - 8 0 $  s l o p e  o r  2 9 ° - 3 9 °  48 3.5
TOTAL 1 , 4 4 0  1 0 0 . 0

^ • P a l l  l i n e  c o n t i n u i t y  by a b i l i t y  l e v e l :  I n t e rm e d i a t e  s k i i n g  c o n t i n u i t y
f o r  75$ o f  d e s c e n t ,  advanced f o r  60$ ,  and n o v i c e  f o r  4 0 $ .

5 .  T e r r a i n  d i v e r s i t y :  M o s t l y  even g r a d i e n t  s e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f
some i n c i s e d  r a v i n e s .

6 . Ground c o v e r  t y p e s :  A l p i n e  t und r a  f o r  8 0 $  o f  s l o p e s ;  a l d e r  and
b i r c h / s p r u c e  f o r e s t  f o r  l owe r  ( n o v i c e )  s l o p e s .

7 .  T e r r a i n  h a z a r d s  ( c l i f f s ,  b o u l d e r s ,  e t c . ) :  Some p r e c i p i t o u s  a r e a s  and
b o u l d e r s  on uppe r  s l o p e s .

8 . Base a r e a  d e ve l opmen t  p o t e n t i a l :  Mode r a t e  t e r r a i n  in b i r c h / s p r u c e  f o r e s t
a t  c o n f l u e n c e  o f  p r o b a b l e  sk i  s l o p e s .

9 .  O t he r  a c t i v i t y  p o t e n t i a l :  C r o s s - c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  and h i k i n g .
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Legend -  S k i e r  A b i l i t y  C l a s s e s

m
#
*

Nov i c e  ( 1 0 - 2 5 $  s l o p e s )  

I n t e rm e d i a t e  ( 2 5 - 4 0 $  s l o p e s )  

Advanced ( 4 0 - 5 5 ?  s l o p e s )

E x p e r t  ( 5 5 - 8 0 ?  s l o p e s )



1 .  S l o p e  a s p e c t :  Eas t  and Wes t

2 .  E l e v a t i o n s  and l e n g t h  o f  p o t e n t i a l  l i f t - s e r v e d  r u n s :

H i ghe s t  Us ab l e  E l e v a t i o n  2 , 7 0 0 '
Lowest  U s ab l e  E l e v a t i o n  4 0 0 '
U s a b l e  V e r t i c a l  De s c en t  2 , 3 0 0 '
Longe s t  P o s s i b l e  Run 6 , 5 0 0 '

3 .  T e r r a i n  b a l a n c e :

S IT E  ff 10  -  INDIAN

A b i 1 i t y S t e epne s s Ac reage % o f  tc
Nov i ce 1 0 - 2 5 3  s l o p e  o r  0 6 ° - l 4 ° 6"4o 31
1nte rmed i a t e 2 5 - 4 0% s l o p e  o r  1 4 ° - H ° 624 31
Advanced 4 0 - 5 5 3  s l o p e  o r  2 2 ° - 2 9 ° 736 36
E x pe r t 55 - 80% s l o p e  o r  29° - 39° 40 2
TOTAL 2 , 0 4 0 100

4 .  F a l l  l i n e  c o n t i n u i t y  by a b i l i t y  l e v e l :  D i s c o n t i n u o u s  s l o p e  a n g l e s  on
wes t  s i d e  o f  v a l l e y ,  i . e . ,  uppe r  s l o p e s  a r e  advanced ,  m i d - s l o p e s  i n t e rm e ­
d i a t e  and l owe r  s l o p e s  n o v i c e  and advanced s l o p e s  on e a s t  s i d e  o f  v a l l e y .

5 .  T e r r a i n  d i v e r s i t y :  V a r i e t y  o f  d r a i n a g e s ,  r i d g e s  and r a v i n e s  p r o v i d e  an
a d v e n t u r o u s  s e t t i n g .

6 . Ground c o v e r  t y p e s :  A l p i n e  t u n d r a ,  sh r ub s  and l a r g e  s p r u c e / h em l o c k
f o r e s t .

7 .  T e r r a i n  h a z a r d s  ( c l i f f s ,  b o u l d e r s ,  e t c . ) :  Rock f a c e s  on uppe r  s l o p e s  and
s t e e p l y  i n c i s e d  r a v i n e s  in v a l l e y s .

8 . Base a r e a  deve l opmen t  p o t e n t i a l :  L im i t e d  a t  base  o f  p o t e n t i a l  l i f t  l i n e s
due t o  s t e e p l y  i n c i s e d  r a v i n e s .

9 .  O t he r  a c t i v i t y  p o t e n t i a l :  C r o s s - c o u n t r y  t r a i l  a c t i v i t y  l i m i t e d  t o  a r e a
o f  mode r a t e  s l o p e s  in dense  f o r e s t  o f  l owe r  v a l l e y .
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Legend -  S k i e r  A b i l i t y  C l a s s e s  

Nov i c e  ( 1 0 - 2 5 3  s l o p e s )  

I n t e rm e d i a t e  ( 2 5 - 4 0 3  s l o p e s )  

Advanced ( 4 0 - 5 5 3  s l o p e s )  

E xpe r t  ( 5 5 " 3 0 3  s l o p e s )
*
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I V .  CONCLUSIONS

No one p o t e n t i a l  s i t e  r anks  h i g h e s t  in a l l  o f  t he  t e r r a i n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  
P e t e r s  C r ee k  -  4 M i l e  has the  l o n g e s t  run and t he  most  i n t e r m e d i a t e  a c r e a g e .  
E a g l e  R i v e r  has the most  v e r t i c a l  d e s c e n t ,  w i t h  top t o  bo t t om i n t e rm e d i a t e  
s k i i n g .  Mt .  B a l d y  a l s o  has a c o n t i n u o u s  t o p  t o  bo t t om i n t e rm e d i a t e  s k i  run .  
More d e t a i l e d  o n - s i t e  a n a l y s i s  c o u l d  r e s u l t  i n some r e d u c t i o n s  in e s t im a t e s  o f  
u s a b l e  v e r t i c a l  d e s c e n t .

Mt .  B a l d y ,  E a g l e  R i v e r  and I n d i an  have the mos t  i n t e r e s t i n g  t e r r a i n  d i v e r s i t y ,  
and p o t e n t i a l  f o r  more a d v e n t u r o u s  s k i i n g .

E k l u t n a  S o u t h ,  Mt .  B a l d y ,  Eag l e  R i v e r ,  W o l v e r i n e  Bowl and I nd i an  have the 
ad van t age  o f  t r e e s  g r owi ng  a t  h i g h e r  e l e v a t i o n s  whereas  o t h e r  s i t e s  have 
l i t t l e  o r  no f o r e s t e d  a r e a s  f o r  wind p r o t e c t i o n  and s c e n i c  v a r i e t y .

T e r r a i n  h a z a r d s  were n o t  ob s e r v ed  a t  E k l u t n a  Sou th  and P e t e r s  Creek  -  4 M i l e .

Adequat e  l e v e l  t e r r a i n  f o r  base  a r e a  d e ve l opmen t  i s  p r e s e n t  a t  E k l u t n a  S ou t h ,  
P e t e r s  C r e e k  -  4 M i l e ,  Mt .  B a l d y ,  H i gh l a nd  Mounta i n  Wes t ,  Eag l e  R i v e r ,  and 
W o l v e r i n e  B ow l .

P o t e n t i a l  f o r  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  p r e s e n t  a t  a l l  s i t e s ,  w i t h  pe rhaps  the most 
n o t ew o r t h y  be i ng  H i gh l a nd  Mounta i n  We s t ,  whe r e  l u g e ,  b o b s l e d ,  and s k i  jump 
f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  be i ng  p r o p o s ed  in A n ch o r a g e ' s  b i d  f o r  t h e  1994 W i n t e r  O l ymp i c s .



Si te

I . E k l u t n a  S o u t h

S l o p e  Aspec t  

No r t h

2 .  P e t e r s  C r e e k -  A l l  d i r e c t i o n s  
4 M i l e

3 .  P e t e r s  C r eek -  
6 Mile

4 .  Mt .  B a l d y

5.  H i g h l a n d  Mtn.  
West

No r t h

No r t hwes t

West

6 .  H i g h l a nd  Mtn.  E a s t  
E a s t

7. E ag l e  R i v e r  No r t h

8 .  Sou th  F o r k  West  
E a g l e  R i v e r

9 . W o l v e r i n e  Bowl  West

10 .  I n d i a n  E a s t /We s t

CHUGACH STATE PARK SKI TERRAIN CAPABILITY

T e r r a i n  B a l a n c e
V e r t i c a l  D e s c en t  Longes t  Run Nov i ce  I n t e r m e d i a t e  Advanced

2,900'

3 , 3 0 0 '

3 , 5 0 0 '

2,500'

2,900'

3 , 1 0 0 '

4 , 2 5 0 '

2,300'

2 ,8 0 0'

2,300'

8,000'

17,000'

12,000'

10,500'

1 5 , 8 0 0 '

1 3 , 0 0 0

15,800'

5,000'

12,000'

6 , 5 0 0 *

233  3 33  ( 7 2 0  a c . )  4 4 3

133 3 8 3  ( 8 3 2  a c . )  4 9 3

28% 45% ( 5 0 6  a c . )  27%

26% 51% ( 5 6 8  a c . )  23%

733  21% (228 a c . )  6%

20% 43% ( 104  a c . )  37%

153 41% ( 628  a c . )  44%

03  32% ( 103  a c . )  68%

25 . 5% 46% (660 a c . )  2 8 . 5%

313  313  ( 624  a c . )  38%

I n t e r m e d i a t e  
C o n t i n u i  t y *

9 53

50%

40%

100%

15%

50%

100%

33%

75%

753

The d e g r e e  t o  which the t op t o  bo t t om o f  h i l l  i s  u s e a b l e  by i n t e rm e d i a t e  s k i e r s  measured a s  a 
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t o t a l  v e r t i c a l  d e s c e n t .



ALASKA VISITORS ASSOCIATION

1987-8* 
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS: 

Pr*iid*n1
GARY ODLE 

Holland America Une- 
Weetourj. inc. Seattle. Warning! on 
Vie* Pr**ld«nl/ Adminulrabon 

70M DOW NANA Development Corp. 
Anchorage. Alaska 
Vie* Pn*Jd*n«/ Government RelaBont 

ROBERT OINDINGER 
Alaska Ttavel Adventures 

Juneau. Alaska 
Vic* Pr**Jd*nt/ 

Marketing 
RAL T WEST 

Alaska West Associates 
Anchorage. Alaska 

Secretary 
BOB BERTO 

Southeast Stevedonng 
Corp

Ketchikan. Alaska 
T rw surer 

RAY PEDERSEN 
Pnncess Tours 

Seattle. Washington

PAST PRESIDENTS
GEORGESUNDBORG 

1950
ROBERT E ELUS

1951-1952 
EDWARD D. COFFEY

1952-1955 
MARSHALL CRUTCHER

1955-1956 
BEN CRAWFORD

1956-1957 
EVERETT PATTON

1956-1958 
ROBERT A BAKER

1958-1959 
ROBERT E ELUS

1959-1962 
ROBERT GIERSDORF

1962-1963 
EE SWOFFORD1963-1964 
H. JACK MUSIEL

1964-1966 
JAMES JOHNSON1966-1967 
FRANK DOWNEY

1967-1968 
BILL SHEFFIELD

1968-1969 
JOHN MONROE

1S69-1970 
RONALD LAT1MORE

1970-1971 
JOHN STEVENS

1971-1972 
LEN LAURANCE

1972-1973 
E AL PARRISH1973-1974 

AE "BUD" HAGBERG
1974-1975 

CHUCK WEST
1975-1977 

CHARLES CONWAY
1977-1978 

JIM BINKLEY
1978-1979 

MARTHA EDWARDS
1979-1980 
ROLFKLUG
1980-1981 

DAVE PALMER
1981-1982 

CHRIS VON IMHOF
1982-1983 

ROBERT H. BRENNAN1983-1984 
DENNIS BRANDON

1984-1985 
AK. "KIRK" LANTERMAN

1985-1986 
JOHN UTTEN
1986-1987

P.O. BOX 102220 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99510 

(907) 276-6663

Totes.
Within Alaska 
Lower US 
Canada 
International

A  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e

Alaska V is ito rs  A ssoc ia tion

W h ereas , th e  S ta te  o f A laska  is co m m itted  to  d ev e lo p in g  a so lid  b a se  fo r 

tou rism ; and

W h ereas , a  ski re so rt is an  a p p ro p ria te  an d  co m p a tib le  u se  fo r th e  C hugach  

S ta te  P ark ; and

W h ereas , p lans fo r a w orld-class re so r t lo ca ted  a t H a rp  M o u n ta in  in  E ag le  

R iver a re  p resen tly  b e ing  d e v e lo p ed ; a n d

W h ereas , th is  d ev e lo p m en t w ill b ring  to u ris ts  to  A lask a  from  a ro u n d  the  

w orld ; and

W h ereas , h u n d red s  o f jo b s  will b e  c re a te d  as a  re su lt  o f  th is  d ev e lo p m en t;

Now th e re fo re  be i t  reso lved  th a t  th e  A lask a  V isito rs  A sso c ia tio n  suppo rts

p roposa ls  by th e  S ta te  o f  A laska  D e p a r tm e n t o f  N a tu ra l R e so u rces  

to  have b u ilt a  w orld-class ski re s o r t  a n d  v aca tio n  v illage lo ca ted  in  

E ag le  R iver.

Approved and adopted by the membership at the annual convention, Saturday,

October 17,1987

25-147
090-25-147

0305-25-147
314-25-147
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BILL VERSION: HCR 56STATE OF ALASKA ______________
1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBL.SH DATE . HOUSE 4 / 2 1/SB

F I S C A L  N O T E
REQUEST: AK I n d u s t r i a l  Deve l o pmen t
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POSITIONS:
FULLTIME
PARTTIME
TEMPORARY

! :
NCN t ;
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I n t r o d u c e d :  4 / 2 0 / 8 8  g o 0 0 6 6 8 h
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

B Y  T HE R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  B Y
1 I N  T HE H O U S E  R E Q U E S T  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

2 H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 56

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to a ski r e sort in the Eagle

6 R i v e r  V a l l e y .

7 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T HE S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

8 W H E R E A S  a n  i n v e s t o r  has i n d i c a t e d  i n t e r e s t  in th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  an

9 i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e s t i n a t i o n  ski r e s o r t  in t he E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l ley; and

10 W H E R E A S  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  h a s  r e v i s e d  the C h u g a c h

11 S t a t e  P a r k  M a s t e r  P l a n  to a l l o w  the l o c a t i o n  of some ski f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h i n

12 t h e  park; and

13 W H E R E A S  the d e v e l o p e r  has c o m m i t t e d  m o n e y  for a c o n t r a c t  to p u r c h a s e

14 lan d  for d e v e l o p m e n t ,  has s t a t i o n e d  p e r s o n n e l  in  A l a s k a  to w o r k  o n  the

15 p r o ject, and has s u b m i t t e d  a d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o p o s a l  to the S t a t e  of A l a ska;

16 a n d

17 W H E R E A S  the d e v e l o p e r  r e s p o n d e d  to the r e q u e s t  f o r  p r o p o s a l s  i s s u e d  by

18 t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  and h as s u p p l e m e n t e d  thi s  r e s p o n s e  w i t h

19 m a t e r i a l  that is e x p e c t e d  to l e a d  to the i s s u a n c e  of a  f i r s t - p h a s e  contr a c t

20 f o r  site s t u dies a n d  e v a l u a t i o n ;  and

21  W H E R E A S  the s t a t e  m i g h t  be r e q u e s t e d  a nd m i g h t  d e c i d e  to a s s i s t  the

22 d e v e l o p m e n t  b y  p r o v i d i n g  l oan g u a r a n t e e s ,  a nd w i l l  n e e d  e c o n o m i c  feasibil-

23 i ty analyses b e f o r e  c o m m i t t i n g  i t s e l f  to t h e  p r o j e c t  i n  any fashion;

24  BE IT R E S O L V E D  that t he S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  the p r o p o s a l

25 f o r  ski d e v e l o p m e n t  in E a g l e  River; a n d  be  it

26 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  I n d u s t r i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  E x p o r t

27 A u t h o r i t y  is a s k e d  to  p r o c e e d  w i t h  c o n t r a c t i n g  fo r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  a

28 f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y  of the s ki d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t ;  and be it

29 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  I n d u s t r i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  a nd E x p o r t

HCR056A -1- HCR 56



1 Authority is  asked to finance 50 percent o f the cost o f the fe a s ib i l i t y
2 study, with the remaining 50 percent to be financed by the proposed devel-
3 oper o r other private in te re s ts .

HCR 56 -2 - HCR056A



STEVE COWPER
G O V E R N O R

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
OFFICE OF THE G O V E R N O R  

J U N E A U

April 20, 1988

The Honorable Ben Grussendorf 
Speaker of the House 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V  
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Grussendorf:

Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska 
Constitution, I am transmitting a concurrent resolution 
relating to the completion of a feasibility study for a 
proposed ski resort within the Chugach State Park at Eagle 
River.

The resolution supports the completion by the Alaska Indus­
trial Development and Export Authority of an analysis of the 
financial feasibility of the proposed project. The Depart­
ment of Natural Resources has been working with the inter­
ested parties and has completed the initial steps in secur­
ing a contract through an RFP process. The Alaska 
Industrial Development and Export Authority has also been 
working closely with the proposed developer. It is appro­
priate at this time to proceed to the next step, which is to 
secure a competent analysis of the proposed development 
after which the state can assess what would be its appropri­
ate role for completion of the project.

I urge your favorable consideration of this resolution.
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REQUEST; ______________

STATE OF ALASKA1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION BILL VERSION:
PUBLISH DATE:

SCR 57

F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date:______________________________
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$

I n t r o d u c e d :  3 / 2 3 / 8 8  „  ,  5 - 2 0 9 8 A
R e f e r r e d :  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i e n  ancL

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  and F i n a n c e

1 I N  T HE S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

2 S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 57

3 IN T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of local

6 hir e  t h r o u g h  i m p r o v e d  c o o p e r a t i o n

7 b e t w e e n  e m p l o y e r s  and schools.

8 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T HE S T A T E  OF  ALASKA:

9 W H E R E A S  m any em p l o y e r s  in  the s t ate b e l i e v e  that p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n

10 c o u l d  i m p r o v e  the p r o c e s s  of p r e p a r i n g  s t u d e n t s  f o r  p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e

11 e m p l o y m e n t ;  and

12 W H E R E A S  if r e s i d e n t s  of the s t a t e  do  not p o s s e s s  the b a s i c  s k ills

13 n e c e s s a r y  f or s u c c e s s f u l  e m p l o y m e n t ,  the g o als of local h i r e  and a s t r o n g e r

14 s t a t e  e c o n o m y  are d i f f i c u l t  to achieve; a n d

15 W H E R E A S  it is the e m p l o y e r  w ho is b e s t  i n f o r m e d  r e g a r d i n g  the educa-

16 t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  that is d e s i r e d  i n  a n e w  e m p l oyee; and

17 W H E R E A S  e m p l oyers in the s t ate rely u p o n  t he p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m

18 to p r o v i d e  the s k i l l e d  w o r k e r  of the future;

19 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  S t ate L e g i s l a t u r e  that the G o v e r n o r  is

20 r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to dire c t  t he State B o a r d  of E d u c a t i o n  to c o n v e n e  a

21 t a s k  f o r c e  of A l a s k a  e m p l o y e r s  for the p u r p o s e  of d e t e r m i n i n g  the s p e c i f i c

22 c h a n g e s  or i m p r o v e m e n t s  that s h o u l d  be  m a d e  to the s y s t e m  of p u b l i c  educa-

23 t i o n  in o r d e r  to b e t t e r  p r e p a r e  s t u dents f or e m p l o y m e n t  in the state; and

24 b e  it

25 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the t ask force p r o c e s s  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  a b r o a d

26 c r oss s e c t i o n  of A l a s k a  e m p l o y e r s  a n d  p e o p l e  r e s p o n s i b l e  for e l e m e n t a r y ,

27 s e c o n d a r y ,  a n d  p o s t s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n ;  a n d  be it

28 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the G o v e r n o r  is r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t

29 t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of  e d u c a t i o n  to repo r t  t he r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of the t a s k
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P r e s e n t  S i t u a t i o n

L i k e  m a n y  o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  A l a s k a  g e n e r a l l y  o f f e r s  y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n a d e q u a t e  

t r a n s i t i o n  b e t w e e n  s c h o o l  a n d  w o r k .  Y o u n g  p e o p l e  w h o  a t t e m p t  to g o  f r o m  h i g h  

s c h o o l  to w o r k  t o o  o f t e n  f a i l  to f i n d  j obs b e c a u s e  t h e y  e i t h e r  l a c k  t r a i n i n g  

or  b a s i c  e m p l o y a b i l i t y  s k i l l s .

As t he N a t i o n a l  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  E x c e l l e n c e  in  E d u c a t i o n  p u t  it: " M o r e  a n d  m o r e  

y o u n g  p e o p l e  e m e r g e  f r o m  h i g h  s c h o o l  r e a d y  n e i t h e r  for c o l l e g e  n o r  for w o rk. 

T h i s  p r e d i c a m e n t  b e c o m e s  m o r e  a c u t e  as the k n o w l e d g e  b a s e  c o n t i n u e s  i ts r a p i d  

e x p a n s i o n ,  the n u m b e r  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  j obs s h r i n k ,  a n d  n e w  j o b s  d e m a n d  g r e a t e r  

s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n . "

As  K a y  R. W h i t m o r e ,  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r  for E a s t m a n  K o d a k  C o m p a n y  

said: "The b o t t o m  l i n e  h e r e . . . w e  n e e d  to s h o w  o u r  t r o u b l e d  t e e n a g e r s  t h a t  

t h e r e  is a p a y o f f  for s t a y i n g  i n  s c h o o l .  T h a t  m e a n s  n o t  o n l y  i m p r o v e d  g u i d a n c e  

c o u n s e l i n g  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  m e n t o r i n g  p r o g r a m s . . .It m e a n s  d e v e l o p i n g  

m e a n i n g f u l  w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e s  for t h e s e  y o u n g s t e r s  i n  c l o s e  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  

t h e i r  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m . "

W h i l e  s c h o o l s  g e n e r a l l y  o f f e r  v o c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  

s k i l l s ,  s u c h  as w e l d i n g ,  s m a l l  e n g i n e  r e p a i r  a n d  w o o d  w o r k i n g ,  s t u d i e s  s h o w  

t h a t  e m p l o y e r s  m u c h  p r e f e r  y o u n g  w o r k e r s  w i t h  a d e q u a t e  b a s i c  s k i l l s  in 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  c o m p u t a t i o n ,  a n d  s o c i a l  a n d  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  a r e a s .  I n  o t h e r  

w o r d s ,  e m p l o y e r s  w o u l d  r a t h e r  the p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  p r o v i d e  t h e m  w i t h  w o r k e r s  

t h e y  c a n  trai n ,  w h o  c a n  l e a r n  t he j ob t h e y  w e r e  h i r e d  for, a n d  w h o  g e t  a l o n g  

w e l l  w i t h  c o w o r k e r s  a n d  c u s t o m e r s .  P a r t  of t h e  p r o b l e m  is t h a t  e m p l o y e r s  do 

n o t  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h e i r  n e e d s  t o  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  d o  n o t  s eek 

t h e  a d v i c e  o f  e m p l o y e r s .

C o m p o u n d i n g  t h i s  p r o b l e m  is a  l a c k  of  c o o r d i n a t i o n  b e t w e e n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  a n d  

t he u n i v e r s i t y  s y s t e m .

T h e  G o a l

S C R  57 c r e a t e s  a f o r m a l  p r o c e s s  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  a d i r e c t  l i n e  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

b e t w e e n  e m p l o y e r s  a n d  s c h o o l s  to (1) p r o d u c e  a l i s t  of s k i l l s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  a b i l i t i e s  t h a t  m a j o r  A l a s k a  e m p l o y e r s  b e l i e v e  h i g h  s c h o o l  

g r a d u a t e s  n e e d  to l a n d  a n d  k e e p  a job; (2) d e v e l o p  a  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n s  t h a t  

s c h o o l s ,  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  p e r h a p s  g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  t a k e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  a n d  

c o l l e c t i v e l y  to a s s u r e  t h a t  a l l  s t u d e n t s  a c q u i r e  t h e s e  s k i l l s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  a b i l i t i e s ;  a n d  (3) m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o n  h o w  to r e s t r u c t u r e  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  so t h a t  t h e y  p r o v i d e  m i n o r i t y ,  p o o r  a n d  o t h e r  " h i g h  r i s k "  

s t u d e n t s ,  w i t h  t he n e c e s s a r y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  m o t i v a t i o n  to g r a d u a t e  f r o m  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  w i t h  s k i l l s  t h e y  n e e d  to l e a d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  life.

O n  a b r o a d e r  l e v e l ,  S C R  57 a i m s  to b u i l d  a n  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  r e s p o n s i v e  to t he 

l a r g e r  e c o n o m i c  g o a l s  o f  the s t a t e :  a s t a b l e  e c o n o m y ;  a c a p a b l e  a n d  s t e a d y  

A l a s k a n  w o r k  f o r c e ;  w o r k e r s  c a p a b l e  of d e a l i n g  w i t h  P a c i f i c  R i m  c l i e n t s ;  a n d  a 

c o n c e r t e d  s t a t e w i d e  e f f o r t  to g i v e  j ob p r e f e r e n c e  to  A l a s k a n s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

t r a i n e d  for t h e  A l a s k a  w o r k  force.

T h e  F i v e  P h a s e  P r o c e s s

A  f i v e - p h a s e  p r o c e s s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c t i o n s :

1. T h e  b l u e  r i b b o n  t a s k  f o r c e  c o m p o s e d  o f  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r s  w i l l  

c o n v e n e  to e x p l o r e  n e w  a p p r o a c h e s  to b e t t e r  p r e p a r e  s t u d e n t s  to s u c c e e d  in 

t h e  w o r k  p l a c e .  T h i s  m e e t i n g  is d e s i g n e d  to b u i l d  C E O  c o m m i t m e n t  t o w a r d  

the p r o j e c t .

L o c a l  H i r e  A n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  T h r o u g h  I m p r o v e m e n t  O E

S c h o o l / B u s i n e s s  P a r t n e r s h i p s
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2. A  g r o u p  o f  p e r s o n n e l  m a n a g e r s  a n d  job s u p e r v i s o r s  of  l a r g e r  c o m p a n i e s  

( e a c h  of  w h o m  r e p r e s e n t s  a t a s k  f o r c e  m e m b e r )  a n d  o w n e r s  o f  s m a l l e r  

c o m p a n i e s  w i l l  m e e t  to i d e n t i f y  the s k i l l s  t h a t  A l a s k a  h i g h  s c h o o l  

g r a d u a t e s  n e e d  to m a k e  t h e m  e m p l o y a b l e  for A l a s k a ' s  b u s i n e s s e s .  T h i s  

g r o u p  w i l l  (1) i d e n t i f y  t h e  typ e  of w o r k  f o r c e  b u s i n e s s e s  n e e d  to 

s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p e t e  in  t h e  m a r k e t p l a c e ;  (2) i d e n t i f y  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  p u b l i c  

s c h o o l s  a n d  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  b u s i n e s s ,  c a n  

a c c o m m o d a t e  th e  i d e a s  d e v e l o p e d  b y  t he t a s k  f o r c e ;  a n d  (3) i d e n t i f y  w a y s  

to b r e a k  t he c y c l e  o f  f a i l u r e  o f  m i n o r i t y ,  p o o r  a n d  o t h e r  h i g h  r i s k  

s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  to m a k e  t h e m  c o n t r i b u t i n g  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  e c o n o m y .

3. A  g r o u p  o f  e d u c a t o r s  w i l l  c o n v e n e  to r e s p o n d  to t h e  f i n d i n g s  f r o m  t h e  

m e e t i n g  o f  p e r s o n n e l  m a n a g e r s  a n d  a s s e s s  h o w  to r e s t r u c t u r e  s c h o o l s  to 

m e e t  t he e c o n o m i c  n e e d s  of  A l a s k a .  T h i s  c o u l d  b e  d o n e  b y  a v a r i e t y  of 

m e t h o d s ,  s u c h  as r e t o o l i n g  c u r r i c u l u m s .

4. E d u c a t o r s  a n d  e m p l o y e r s  w i l l  m e e t  to n e g o t i a t e  a n  a g r e e m e n t  a n d  

m e t h o d s  f o r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .

5. A  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  a n d  d e t a i l s  of  e m p l o y e r  n e e d s  a n d  

a c t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to i m p l e m e n t  w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d  to t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .
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