
A L A S K A  L E G I S L A T U R E  COMMITTEE BILL FILES - 1987 - 1988 8879
n n  / . A C  I  rf v’-' 1 i  r \  r~





SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT

5/5/88 
M r .  P r e s i d e n t :

_______ F in a n c e

F U R T H E R

D A T E  T U R N E D  I N T O  O F F I C E

C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r e d  SB 405

,.;v

p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e  
a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d

[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h  
[ ] o r  a d o p t  _____

CS
C S -

_)[] s a m e  t i t l e  
’) [ ] n e w  t i t l e

[ ] a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )  a n d  

[ ] d o  p a s s  

[ ] d o  n o t  p a s s  

[ ] n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

[ ] i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

[ ] f u r t h e r  r e f e r r a l  t o  _________

[ ] l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  a d o p t e d

C o m m i t t e e  [ ] a t t a c h e d  o r  [ ] a d o p t e d  f i s c a l  n o t e ( s )  
[ ] n e w  [ ] u p d a t e d  o r  [ ] p i a v i o u s

[ ] z e r o  [ ] f i s c a l  i m p a c t

M E M B E R S  S I G N I N G  D O  P A S S O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

C h a i r m a n  s i g n a t u r e  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n
[ ] C o m m i t t e e  B a c k u p  a t t a c h e d



4/12/88 
Mr. P r e s i d e n t :

L&C

FURTHER

DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE

Comm ittee  c o n s i d e r e d
p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e

SB 405

and  recommended
[7] r e p l a c e  w i t h
i n

* j  6 S
o r  a d o p t

[ ] a t t a c h e d  amendment(s) and  
[ ] do  p a s s  
[ ] do  n o t  p a s s  
[ ] no re com m end a t io n

i n d i v i d u a l  re com m enda t io n s  
[ ] f u r t h e r  r e f e r r a l  t o  _______
[ ] l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  a d o p te d
Com m ittee  p ( ,  a t t a c h e d  o r  [  ] a d o p te d  f i s c a l  n o te ( s )  

[ ] new [ ] u p d a te d  o r  [ ] p r e v i o u s
[ ] z e r o  cy] f i s c a l  im p a c t

MEMBERS SIGNING DO PASS ^

m  same t i t l e  
) [ ]  „ new t i t l e

[ ] C o m m i t t e e  B a c k u p  a t t a c h e d
Chairm an s i g n a t u r e  afid recom m enda tion



Date o f  5-DAY NOTICE
IN ACCORDANCE WITH UNIFORM RULE 23

F I R S T  C O M M I T T E E  O F  R E F E R R A L

**FISCAL NOTE(S) ATTACHED **
IN ACCORDANCE WITH AS 24.06.035 
(see below)

2 / 1 0 / 8 8
DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE

Mr. P r e s i d e n t :

F U R T H E R ^ & C y y
F in a n c e

HESS

p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e .
Committee c o n s i d e r e d SB 405

and recommended:
{ v ' f  r e p l a c e  w i t h  CS S>& ^ )
[ J a t t a c h e d  amendment (s) and

do p a s s  
] do n o t  p a s s  
] no re com m enda t io n  
] i n d i v i d u a l  recom m enda t io n s  
] f u r t h e r  r e f e r r a l  t o

y f  l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  a d o p te d  and a t t a c h e d
* *  Committee [j/f a t t a c h e d  o r  [ ] a d o p te d ~ f is c a l~ ~ h o te ( s)  

[ ] z e r o  [ ] f i s c a l  im p ac t

me t i t l e  
ew t i t l e

MEMBERS SIGNING DO PASS OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

[VI C o m m i t t e e  B a c k u p  A t t a c h e d

C P oj. /  c  C Q j 3Chairman s i g n a t u r e  and  recom
. ■ )  

recom m enda tion



O f f e r e d :  5/5/88
R e f e r r e d :  F in a n c e
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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  Abood

BY THE LABOR AND
IN THE SENATE COMMERCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 405 (L&C)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL
For an A ct e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e . "
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. PURPOSE. The h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  and  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  
t h e  s t a t e  a r e  b e s t  s e r v e d  by t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  an o r d e r l y  sy s tem  o f  
l i c e n s u r e  f o r  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  The r a p i d  d e v e lo p ­
ment o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  
f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  and  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c t u r i s t s ,  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  i n c r e a s e d  
p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  and  i n c r e a s e d  demand f o r  a c c e s s  t o  q u a l i f i e d  a cu pun c ­
t u r i s t s  .

* Sec . 2. AS 08 i s  amended by a d d in g  a new c h a p t e r  t o  r e a d :
CHAPTER 06. ACUPUNCTURE.

ARTICLE 1. LICENSURE AND PRACTICE OF ACUPUNCTURISTS.
Sec . 08.06.010. DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. The D epa r tm en t o f  

Commerce and  Economic D evelopment s h a l l
(1) i s s u e  l i c e n s e s  t o  p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e ;
(2) impose d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n s  a s  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h i s

c h a p t e r ;
(3) p r e p a r e  an  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  f o r  s u b m is s io n  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a ­

t u r e  c o v e r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  a summary o f  
a l l  c o m p la in t s  r e c e i v e d ,  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n s  t a k e n ,  and  p r o s e c u t i o n s  
b r o u g h t  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;  and

(4) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  A d m in i s t r a t i v e  P ro c e d u re  
A c t (AS 44.62) n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  p u rp o s e s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  
i n c l u d i n g
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(A) s t a n d a r d s  f o r  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a cu p un c tu re?
(B) s t a n d a r d s  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  and  t r a i n i n g !
(C) a code o f  e t h i c s  f o r  t h e  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a cupun c ­

t u r e .
S e c .  08,06.020. PRACTICE OF ACUPUNCTURE WITHOUT LICENSE PROHIB­

ITED. A p e r s o n  may n o t  p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  w i t h o u t  a l i c e n s e .
S e c .  08.06.030. APPLICATION FOR LICENSE. A p e r s o n  d e s i r i n g  t o

p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  s h a l l  a p p ly  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t .
S e c .  08.06.040. LICENSE TO PRACTICE ACUPUNCTURE. (a) A p e r s o n

i s  q u a l i f i e d  t o  r e c e i v e  a  l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  i f  t h e  
p e r s o n

(1) i s  o f  good m o ra l  c h a r a c t e r?
(2) i s  a t  l e a s t  21 y e a r s  o f  age?
(3) e i t h e r

(A) h a s  c om p le te d
(i) a c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  c o re

c u r r i c u l u m  and  g u i d e l i n e s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Commission o f  Acu­
p u n c t u r e  S c h o o ls  and  C o l l e g e s ,  a p p ro v e d  by t h e  d epa r tm en t?
o r

( i i )  o t h e r  t r a i n i n g  a p p ro v e d  by t h e  d epa r tm en t?  o r
(B) i s  l i c e n s e d  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  t h a t  h a s  l i c e n s i n g  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  a p p ro v ed  by  t h e  d epa r tm en t?
(4) i s  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  by  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Commis­

s i o n  f o r  t h e  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  A c u p u n c t u r i s t s  a a  a  d ip lo m a te  in  a c u ­
punc tu re?

(5) do e s  n o t  have  a d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e e d in g  o r  u n r e s o lv e d  
c o m p la in t  p e n d in g  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n ?  and

(6) h a s  n o t  h a d  a  l i c e n c e  t o  p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  su sp end ed  
o r  re v o k ed  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  o r  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e ,  t e r r i t o r y ,  o r  p r o v i n c e .
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(b) The d e p a r tm e n t  s h a l l  i s s u e  a  l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  
t o  e a c h  p e r s o n  who i a  q u a l i f i e d  and  who p ay s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f e e .

(c) Each p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  u n d e r  t h i s  
c h a p t e r  s h a l l  d i s p l a y  t h e  l i c e n s e  i n  a c o n s p ic u o u s  p l a c e  w he re  t h e  
l i c e n s e e  p r a c t i c e s .

S ec . 08.06.050. RENEWAL OF LICENSE. A l i c e n s e  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p ­
t e r  may n o t  be ren ew ed  u n l e s s  th e  a p p l i c a n t

(1) d e m o n s t r a t e s  c o n t i n u e d  com pe tence  a s  an  a c u p u n c t u r i s t  
i n  a  m anner e s t a b l i s h e d  by  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  i n  r e g u l a t i o n s *  and

(2) su b m i ts  p r o o f  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  m a i n t a i n s  c e r t i f i c a ­
t i o n  by Che N a t i o n a l  Commission f o r  t h e  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  A cu p u n c tu r ­
i s t s  a s  a  d ip lo m a te  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e .

Sec . 08.06.060. DISCLOSURE. (a) A p e r s o n  who p r a c t i c e s  a c u ­
p u n c tu r e  s h a l l  d i s c l o s e  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  t r a i n i n g  and p r a c t i c e  a r e  i n  
a c u p u n c tu r e

(1) t o  e a c h  p a t i e n t *  and
(2) on a l l  m a t e r i a l  u s e d  i a  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e  and

•made a v a i l a b l e  t o  p a t i e n t s  o r  t o  th e  p u b l i c .
(b) A p e r s o n  who p r a c t i c e s  a c u p u n c tu r e  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  c o v e r e d  by 

m a l p r a c t i c e  i n s u r a n c e  s h a l l  d i s c l o s e  t o  e a c h  p a t i e n t  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  
doe3 n o t  have, t h e  i n s u r a n c e .

S ec . 08.06.070. RESTRICTIONS ON PRACTICE OF ACUPUNCTURE. A
p e r s o n  who p r a c t i c e s  a c u p u n c tu r e  may n o t

(1) F iv e ,  p r e s c r i b e ,  o r  recommend i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  a
<A) p r e s c r i p t i o n  drug*
(B) c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s ta n c e *
(C) p o iso n *

(2) en g ag e  i n  s u rg e ry *  o r
(3) u s e  t h e  word "p h y s ic i a n * '  i n  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  t i t l e .
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ARTICLE 2. GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec . 08.06.110. GROUNDS FOR IMPOSITION OF DISCIPLINARY SANC­

TIONS. A f t e r  a h e a r i n g ,  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  may im pose  a d i s c i p l i n a r y  
s a n c t i o n  on a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  wb'.'tt 'xhe d e p a r tm e n t  
f i n d s  Chat t h e  l i c e n s e e

(1) s e c u r e d  a  l i c e n s e  th ro u g h  d e c e i t ,  f r a u d ,  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  
m i s r e p r e s e n t s t i o n ;

(2) engaged  i n  d e c e i t ,  f r a u d ,  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  o r  e n g a g in g  i n  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s *

(3) a d v e r t i s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  a  f a l s e  o r  m i s l e a d ­
i n g  m anner;

(4) haa  b e en  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a  f e l o n y  o r  o t h e r  c r im e  t h a t  
a f f e c t s  t h e  l i c e n s e e ’s  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r a c t i c e  c o m p e te n t ly  and 
s a f e l y ;

t h e  p e r fo rm an c e  o f  p a t i e n t  c a r e  by  p e r s o n s  u n d e r  t h e  l i c e n s e e ’s s u p e r ­
v i s i o n  t h a t  does  n o t  con fo rm  t o  minimum p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  r e g a r d ­
l e s s  o f  w h e th e r  a c t u a l  i n j u r y  t o  t h e  p a t i e n t  o c c u r r e d ;

(6) f a i l e d  t o  comply w i t h  c h i s  c h a p t e r ,  w i t h  a r e g u l a t i o n  
a d o p te d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  o r  w i t h  an o r d e r  o f  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t ;

(7) c o n t in u e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  a f t e r  becom ing u n f i t  due  t o
(A) p r o f e s s i o n a l  in c om p e te n c e ;
(B) f a i l u r e  t o  k eep  in fo rm ed  o f  c u r r e n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l

p r a c t i c e s ;
(G) a d d i c t i o n  o r  s e v e r e  d ep end en cy  on a l c o h o l  o r  o t h e r  

d ru g s  t h a t  im p a i r s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  p r a c t i c e  s a f e l y i
(D) p h y s i c a l  o r  m e n ta l  d i s a b i l i t y ;  o r

**• '<. » ■ • ■ r**V' * • •
(8) engaged  i n  lewd o r  immoral c o n d u c t  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i th

(5) i n t e n t i o n a l l y  o r  n e g l i g e n t l y  eng aged  i n  o r  p e rm i t t e d
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t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e  t o  p a t i e n t s .
S ec . 08.06.120. DISCIPLINARY POWERS 0? DEPARTMENT. (a) The 

d e p a r tm e n t  may t a k e  t h e  f o l l o w in g  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n s ,  s i n g l y  o r  i n  
c om b in a t io n :

(1) p e rm a n e n t ly  r e v o k e  a l i c e n s e ;
(2) su sp en d  a  l i c e n s e  f o r  a s p e c i f i e d  p e r i o d ;
(3) c e n s u r e  o r  r e p r im a n d  a l i c e n s e e ;
(4) impose l i m i t a t i o n s  o r  c o n d i t i o n s  on t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

p r a c t i c e  o f  a l i c e n s e e ;
(5) r e q u i r e  a  l i c e n s e e  t o  su bm it  t o  p e e r  r e v i ew ;
(6) impose r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  r e m e d ia l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t io n  

t o  c o r r e c t  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n ,  t r a i n i n g ,  and  s k i l l  o f  th e  
l i c e n s e e ;

(7) impose p r o b a t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  a  l i c e n s e e  t o  r e p o r t  r e g u ­
l a r l y  t o  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  on m a t t e r s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  g ro u n d s  f o r  p r o b a ­
t i o n ;

(8) impose a  c i v i l  f i n e  n o t  t o  e x c e ed  $5,000.
(b) The d e p a r tm e n t  may w i th d r aw  p r o b a t i o n a r y  a ta tUB  i f  t h e  

d e f i c i e n c i e s  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  t h e  s a n c t i o n  a r e  r em ed ie d .
(c) The d e p a r tm e n t  may sum m arily  s u sp e n d  a  l i c e n s e e  from  t h e  

p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  b e f o r e  a  f i n a l  h e a r i n g  i s  h e l d  o r  d u r i n g  an 
a p p e a l  i f  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  l i c e n s e e  p o s e s  a  c l e a r  and 
im m ed ia te  d a n g e r  tc  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  and  s a f e t y .  A p e r s o n  i s  e n t i ­
t l e d  t o  a h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  t o  a p p e a l  t h e  summary s u s p e n ­
s i o n  w i t h i n  s e v en  d ay s  a f t e r  t h e  o r d e r  o f  s u s p e n s i o n  i s  i s s u e d .  A 
p e r s o n  may a p p e a l  an a d v e r s e  d e c i s i o n  o f  che  d e p a r tm e n t  on an  a p p e a l  
o f  a summery s u s p e n s io n  t o  & c o u r t  o f  c om p e te n t  j u r i s d i c t i o n .

(d) The d e p a r tm e n t  may r e i n s t a t e  a  su sp en d ed  o r  r e v o k e d  l i c e n s e  
i f ,  a f t e r  a h e a r i n g ,  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  a b l e
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t o  p r a c t i c e  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  w i t h  s k i l l  and  s a f e t y .
(e) The d e p a r tm e n t  may a c c e p t  t h e  v o l u n t a r y  s u r r e n d e r  o f  a 

l i c e n s e .  A l i c e n s e  may n o t  b e  r e t u r n e d  u n l e s s  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  d e t e r ­
m in e s  t h a t  t h e  l i c e n s e e  i s  c om pe te n t  t o  re sum e p r a c t i c e  and  t h e  l i ­
c e n s e e  p ay s  th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e n ew a l  f e e .

(f) The d e p a r tm e n t  s h a l l  s e e k  c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  
d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n s .  The d e p a r tm e n t  s h a l l  e x p l a i n  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  
d e p a r t u r e  f rom  p r i o r  d e c i s i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  s im i l a r  f a c t a  i n  t h e  o r d e r  
im po s in g  t h e  s a n c t i o n .

S e c .  08.06.130. EXEMPTION. T h is  c h a p t e r  does n o t  a p p ly  t o  a 
p e r s o n  who p r a c t i c e s  a c u p u n c tu r e  u n d e r  AS 08.36 o r  AS 08.64.

S e c .  08.06.140. PENALTY. A p e r s o n  who v i o l a t e s  t h i s  c h a p t e r  o r  
a  r e g u l a t i o n  a d o p te d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  g u i l t y  o f  a  c l a s s  8 m is d e ­
m eanor.

S e c .  08.06.190. DEFINITIONS. I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r

t r a d i t i o n a l  C h in e s e  m e d ic a l  c o n c e p t s  t h a t  u s e s  t h e  s t im u l a t i o n  o f  
c e r t a i n  p o i n t s  on o r  n e a r  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  body by t h e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  
n e e d l e s  t o  p r e v e n t  o r  m od ify  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  p a i n  o r  t o  n o rm a l i z e  
p h y s i o l o g i c a l  f u n c t i o n s »

p u n c tu r e  n e e d l e s  and  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  m o x ib u s t io n  t o  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  
o f  t h e  human body b a s e d  upon  a c u p u n c tu r e  d i a g n o s i s )  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  
a c u p u n c tu r e  i n c l u d e s  a d j u n c t i v e  t h e r a p i e s  i n v o l v i n g  m e c h a n ic a l ,  t h e r ­
m a l, e l e c t r i c a l ,  a n d  e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c  t r e a tm e n t  and  t h e  recom m enda t io n  
o f  d i e t a r y  g u i d e l i n e s  and t h e r a p e u t i c  e x e r c i s e .■* ;, '' ..’ '■/ y  ? . , . ‘ " ' ' • ' . . .• V?.t .•• ' * ’ • 1 w •’* • -*  S e c .  3. AS 08.01.010 i s  amended by  a d d in g  a  new p a r a g r a p h  t o  r e a d t

(1) " a c u p u n c t u r e ” means a  form  o f  h e a l i n g  d e v e lo p e d  from

(2) " d e p a r tm e n t” means t h e  D ep a r tm en t o f  Commerce and 
Econom ic D eve lopm en t;

(3) " p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e ” means t h e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  aeu-
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(28) r e g u l a t i o n  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e  u n d e r  AS 08.06.
S e c .  4. AS 08.01.050(a)(4) i s  amended t o  r e a d :

(4) n o t i f y  a p p l i c a n t e o f  a c c e p t a n c e  o r  r e j e c t i o n  a s  d e ­
t e rm in e d  by  t h e  b o a rd  o r  a s  d e t e rm in e d  by t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  u n d e r  AS 08.- 
06 f o r  a c u p u n c t u r i s t s ,  u n d e r  AS 08.11 f o r  e u d i o l o g i e t s ,  u n d e r  AS 08.40 
f o r  e l e c t r i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  u n d e r  AS 08.45 f o r  n a t u r o p a t h s ,  o r  
u n d e r  AS 08.55 f o r  h e a r i n g  a i d  d e a l e r s ;
S ec .  5. AS 08.01.050(a)(9) i s  a m e n d e d  Co r e a d :

(9) i s s u e  l i c e n s e s  o r  t em po ra ry  l i c e n s e s  a s  a u t h o r i z e d  by 
t h e  b o a rd  o r  a s  a u t h o r i z e d  by  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  u n d e r  AS 08.06 f o r  a c u ­
p u n c t u r i s t s  , u n d e r  AS 08,11 f o r  a u d i o i o g i s t s ,  u n d e r  AS 08.40 f o r  
e l e c t r i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , u n d e r  AS 08.45 f o r  n a t u r o p a th 3 ,  o r  u n d e r  
AS 08.55 f o r  h e a r i n g  a i d  d e a l e r s ;
S ec .  6. AS 08.02.010(a) i s  amended t o  r e a d :

(a) An a c u p u n c t u r i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.06, an  a u d i o l o g i s t  
l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.11, a  p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  a s  a  c h i r o ­
p r a c t o r  u n d e r  AS 08.20, a  d e n t i s t  u n d e r  AS 08.36, a  m e d ic a l  p r a c t i ­
t i o n e r  o r  o s t e o p a t h  u n d e r  AS 03.64, a  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  u n d e r  AS 08.68, 
an  o p t o m e t r i s t  u n d e r  AS 08.72, a r e g i s t e r e d  p h a rm a c i s t  u n d e r  AS 08.80, 
a r e g i s t e r e d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  u n d e r  
AS 08.84, o r  a  p s y c h o l o g i s t  u n d e r  AS 08.86, s h a l l  u s e  a a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a p p r o p r i a t e  l e t t e r s  o r  a  t i t l e  a f t e r  t h a t  p e r s o n ' s  name 
w h ich  r e p r e s e n t s  t h a t  p e r s o n ' s  s p e c i f i c  f i e l d  o f  p r a c t i c e .  The l e t ­
t e r s  o r  t i t l e  s h a l l  a p p e a r  m  a l l  s i^ .n3, s t a t i o n e r y ^  o r  o t h e r  a d v e r ­
t i s i n g  i n  w h ich  t h e  p e r s o n  o f f e r s  o r  d i s p l a y s  p e r s o n a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
c e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  & p e r s o n  e n g ag ed  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  
o f  m e d ic in e  o r  o s t e o p a t h y  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  AS 08.64.380, o r  a  p e r s o n  
engaged  i n  any  m anner i n  t h e  h e a l i n g  a r t s  who d i a g n o s e s ,  t r e a t s ,  
t e s t s ,  o r  c o u n s e l s  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  human h e a l t h  o r
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d i s e a s e  and  u s e s  t h e  l e t t e r s  "M .D ." o r  t h e  t i t l e  " d o c t o r ” o r  " p h y ­
s i c i a n "  o r  a n o t h e r  t i t l e  t h a t  t e n d s  t o  show t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  w i l l i n g  
o r  q u a l i f i e d  t o  d i a g n o s e ,  t r e a t ,  t e s t ,  o r  c o u n s e l  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ,  
s h a l l  c l a r i f y  t h e  l e t t e r s  o r  t i t l e  by a d d in g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s p e c i a l ­
i s t  d e s i g n a t i o n ,  i f  any , s u c h  a s  " d e r m a t o l o g i s t " ,  " r a d i o l o g i s t " ,  
" a u d i o l o g i s t ” , " n a t u r o p a t h " , o r  t h a  l i k e .

* S e c .  7. AS 08.36 i a  amended by a d d in g  a new s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d ;
S ec .  08.36.115. QUALIFICATIONS FOR ACUPUNCTURE APPLICANTS. An 

a p p l i c a n t  f o r  a  l i c e n s e  t o  p e r f o rm  a c u p u n c tu r e  i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  p r a c t i c e  
o f  d e n t i s t r y  s h a l l  s a t i s f y  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  AS 08.36.100 and t h o s e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  o r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e  
a s  may be  a d o p te d  by th e  b o a rd .

* S e c .  8. AS 08 .6 4 .170(e) i s  amended t o  r e a d :
(a) A p e r s o n  may n o t  p r a c t i c e  m e d ic in e ,  p o d i a t r y ,  o r  o s t e o p a t h y  

[ ,  OR ACUPUNCTURE] i n  t h e  s t a t e  u n l e s s  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  
t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  e x c e p t  t h a t

(1) a  p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t  may exam ine , d i a g n o s e ^  o r  t r e a t  
p e r s o n s  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  c o n t r o l ,  and  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  e i t h e r  a 
p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  o r  a p h y s i c i a n  exem pted  from  
l i c e n s i n g  u n d e r  AS 08.64.370;

(2) a  p h y s i c i a n - t r a i n e d  m ob i le  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  p a ram ed ic  may 
r e n d e r  em ergency  l i f e e a v i n g  s e r v i c e ;  and

<3) fA PERSON LICENSED UNDER AS 08.36 MAY PERFORM ACUPUNC­
TURE IN THE REGULAR PRACTICE OF DENTISTRY, SUBJECT TO THE REGULATIONS 
OF THE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS; AND

(4)1 a p e r s o n  who i s  l i c e n s e d  o r  a u t h o r i s e d  u n d e r  a n o th e r  
c h a p t e r  o f  t h i s  t i t l e  may engage  i n  a p r a c t i c e  t h a t  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  
u n d e r  t h a t  c h a p t e r ,

* S e c .  9. AS 08.64.180 i s  amended t o  r e a d :
CSSB 405(LSC) f  -8-
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S e c .  08.64.180. APPLICATION FOR LICENSE. A p e r s o n  who d e s i r e s  
t o  p r a c t i c e  m ed ic in e  o r  [ , )  o s t e o p a t h y  [OR ACUPUNCTURE] i n  t h e  s t a t e  
s h a l l  a p p ly  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  f o r  a  l i c e n s e .

* S e c .  10. AS 09,55.560(1) i s  amended to  r e e d :
(1) " h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r "  means an  a c u p u n c t u r i s t  l i c e n s e d  

u n d e r  AS 08.06; an a u d i o l o g i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.11; a  c h i r o p r a c t o r  
l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.20* a  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.32* a  
d e n t i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.36i a n u r s e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.68; a 
d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.71; a n a t u r o p a t h  l i c e n s e d  
u n d e r  AS 08.45; an o p t o m e t r i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.72; e. p h a rm a c i s t  
l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.80; a  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a ­
p i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.84; a  p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e e  u n d e r  AS 08.64; a 
p o d i a t r i s t ;  a  p s y c h o l o g i s t  and a p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e  l i c e n s e d  
u n d e r  AS 08.36; and  a  h o s p i t a l  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  AS 18.20.130, i n c l u d i n g  a  
g o v e r n m e n ta l l y  owned o r  o p e r a t e d  h o s p i t a l ;  a  c o r p o r a t e  e n t i t y  c o v e re d  
u n d e r  AS 21.88.050(b)(11); and  an  employee o f  a h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  
a c t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u r s e  and  scope  o f  employment;

*  S ec . 11. AS 18.23.070(3) i s  amended t o  r e a d :
(3) " h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r "  means an  a c u p u n c t u r i s t  l i c e n s e d  

u n d e r  AS 08.06; a c h i r o p r a c t o r  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.20; a  d e n t a l  
h y g i e n i3 t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.32; a  d e n t i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.36; 
a  n u r s e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.66; a  d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  
AS 08.71; an  o p t o m e t r i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.72; a  p h a rm a c i s t  l i ­
c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.80; a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  
l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.84; a p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.64; a  p o d i a ­
t r i s t ;  a  p s y c h o l o g i s t  and a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  
AS 08.86; and  a h o s p i t a l  a s  d e f i n e d  I n  AS 18.20.130, i n c l u d i n g  a  
g o v e r n m e n ta l l y  owned o r  o p e r a t e d  h o s p i t a l ;  & c o r p o r a t e  e n t i t y  c o v e re d  
u n d e r  AS 21.88.050(b)(1); end  an employee o f  a h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r
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a c t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u r s e  and  sco p e  o f  employmenti
* S e c .  12. AS 21.36.090(d) i a  amended t o  r e a d :

(d) A p e r s o n  may n o t  p r a c t i c e  o r  p e rm i t  u n f a i r  d i s c r im i n a t i o n  
a g a i n s t  a p e r s o n  who p r o v i d e s  a  s e r v i c e  c o v e r e d  u n d e r  a  g ro u p  d i s a b i l ­
i t y  p o l i c y  t h a t  e x t e n d s  c o v e ra g e  on an  e x p en se  i n c u r r e d  b a s i s ,  o r  
u n d e r  a  g ro u p  s e r v i c e  o r  in d em n i ty  ty p e  c o n t r a c t  i s s u e d  by a n o n p r o f i t  
c o r p o r a t i o n ,  i f  t h e  s e r v i c e  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  sco p e  o f  t h e  p r o v i d e r ' s  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  l i c e n s e .  I n  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n ,  " p r o v i d e r "  means a  s t a t e  
l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n ,  d e n t i s t ,  o s t e o p a t h ,  o p t o m e t r i s t ,  a c u p u n c t u r i s t ,  
c h i r o p r a c t o r ,  n u r s e  m idv jife , n a t u r o p a t h ,  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t ,  o r  o c c u ­
p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t .

* S e c .  13. AS 21.86.900(9) i s  amended t o  r e a d :
(9) " h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r "  means an  a c u p u n c t u r i s t  l i c e n s e d  

u n d e r  AS 08.06; an a u d i o l o g i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.11; a  c h i r o p r a c t o r  
l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.20} a d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.32; a  
d e n t i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.36} a n u r s e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.68} a 
d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.71} an  o p t o m e t r i s t  l i c e n s e d  
u n d e r  AS 08.72} a  p h a rm a c i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.80} a  p h y s i c a l  
t h e r a p i s t  o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.84} a p h y s i ­
c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.64; a  p o d i a t r i s t }  a  p s y c h o l o g i s t  and  a  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.86; a  h o s p i t a l  a s  d e f i n e d  
i n  AS 18.20.130, i n c l u d i n g  a  g o v e rn m e n ta l ly  owned o r  o p e r a t e d  h o s p i ­
t a l ;  a  c o r p o r a t e  e n t i t y  c o v e re d  u n d e r  AS 21.38.050(b)(11); a n  employee 
o f  a  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  a c t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u r s e  and  s c o p e  o f  em­
p lo ym en t ;

* S ec .  14, AS 21.88.900 i s  amended by a d d in g  a  new p a r a g r a p h  t o  r e a d :
(18) " a c u p u n c t u r i s t "  means a  p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.06.

* S e c .  15. AS 47.17.070(9) i s  amended t o  r e a d :
(9) " p r a c t i t i o n e r  o f  t h e  h e a l i n g  a r t s "  i n c l u d e s
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a c u p u n c t u r i s t s , c h i r o p r a c t o r s ,  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t s ,  d e n t i s t s ,  h e a l t h  
a i d e s ,  n u r s e s ,  n u r s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s ,  o c c u p a ­
t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s ,  o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  o s t e o p a th s : ,  n a t u r o p a t h s ,  
p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s ,  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s ,  p h y s i c i a n s ,  p h y s i ­
c i a n ' s  a s s i s t a n t s ,  p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a e a o c i-  \  ...

a t e s ,  a u d i o l o g i s t c  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.11, h e a r i n g  a i d  d e a l e r s  l i -  
•" c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.55, r e l i g i o u s  h e a l i n g  p r a c t i t i o x x e r s , and  s u r g e o n s ;

- 1 1 - CSSB 405(L&C)
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O f f e r e d :  4/12/88
R e f e r r e d :  L abo r and Commerce and F in a n c e  
O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  / ; ood

5 - 1 6 8 4 B

BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION 
IN THE SENATE AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 405 (HESS)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL
For an  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e . "
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*  S e c t i o n  1. PURPOSE. The h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  and  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  
t h e  s t a t e  a r e  b e s t  s e r v e d  by t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  an o r d e r l y  sy s tem  o f  
l i c e n s u r e  f o r  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  The r a p i d  d e v e lo p ­
ment o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  
f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  and  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c t u r i s t s ,  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  i n c r e a s e d  
p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  and  i n c r e a s e d  demand f o r  a c c e s s  t o  q u a l i f i e d  a cu p u n c ­
t u r i s t s  .

* Sec . 2. AS 08 i s  amended by a d d in g  a new c h a p t e r  t o  r e a d :
CHAPTER 06. ACUPUNCTURE.

ARTICLE 1. BOARD OF ACUPUNCTURE.
Sec. 08.06.010. CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD. (a) 

T he re  i s  c r e a t e d  t h e  Board o f  A cu p u n c tu re  composed o f  f i v e  members. 
T h re e  members s h a l l  b e  a c u p u n c t u r i s t s  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  one 
member s h a l l  b e  a p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.64, and  one s h a l l  be 
a p u b l i c  member.

(b) Members o f  t h e  b o a rd  s h a l l  e l e c t  a member o f  th e  b o a rd  as 
c h a i r .  The c h a i r  s e r v e s  f o r  a te rm  o f  one y e a r .

Sec . 08.06.020. BOARD MEETINGS. The b o a rd  s h a l l  h o ld  a t  l e a s t  
two m e e t in g s  e a c h  y e a r .  The b o a r d  may h o ld  a d d i t i o n a l  m e e t in g s  a t  t h e  
c a l l  o f  t h e  c h a i r  o r  o f  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  b o a rd  members.

Sec. 08.06.030. DUTIES OF THE BOARD. The b o a rd  s h a l l
(1) i s s u e  l i c e n s e s  t o  p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e ;

SB0405b -1- CSSB 405(HESS)
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(2) impose d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n s  a s  a u t h o r i z e d  by  t h i s
c h a p t e r ;

(3) p r e p a r e  an  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  f o r  s u b m is s io n  t o  t h e  d e p a r t ­
m en t and  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o v e r i n g  b o a rd  a c t i v i t i e s  and  a summary o f  
a l l  c o m p l a i n t s  r e c e i v e d ,  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n s  t a k e n ,  and  p r o s e c u t i o n s  
b r o u g h t  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;  and

(4) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  A d m in i s t r a t i v e  P ro c e d u r e
A c t  (AS 44.62) n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  p u rp o s e s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r
i n c l u d i n g

(A) s t a n d a r d s  f o r  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e ;
(B) s t a n d a r d s  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  and  t r a i n i n g ;
(C) a code o f  e t h i c s  f o r  t h e  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p un c ­

t u r e  .
ARTICLE 2. LICENSURE AND PRACTICE OF ACUPUNCTURISTS.

S ec .  08.06.050. PRACTICE OF ACUPUNCTURE WITHOUT LICENSE PROHIB­
ITED. A p e r s o n  may n o t  p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  w i t h o u t  a l i c e n s e .

S e c .  08.06.060. APPLICATION FOR LICENSE. A p e r s o n  d e s i r i n g  t o
p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  s h a l l  a p p ly  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  D ep a r tm en t o f
Commerce and Econom ic D eve lopm en t.

S ec .  08.06.070. LICENSE TO PRACTICE ACUPUNCTURE. (a) A p e r s o n  
i s  q u a l i f i e d  t o  r e c e i v e  a l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  i f  t h e  
p e r s o n

O )  i s  o f  good m o ra l  c h a r a c t e r ;
(2) i s  a t  l e a s t  21 y e a r s  o f  ag e ;
(3) e i t h e r

(A) h a s  c om p le te d
(i)  a c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  c o r e

c u r r i c u l u m  and g u i d e l i n e s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  o f  Acu-
A

p u n c tu r e  S c h o o ls  and  C o l l e g e s ,  a t  a  s c h o o l  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e
- 2 -CSSB 405(HESS)• . v •• • • •
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a p p ro v ed  by  t h e  b o a r d ; o r
( i i )  o t h e r  t r a i n i n g  ap p ro v ed  b y  t h e  bo a rd *  o r

(B) i s  l i c e n s e d  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  t h a t  h a s  l i c e n s i n g
r e q u i r e m e n t s  ap p ro v ed  by  t h e  b o a rd ;

(4) i s  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  by  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Comrais- 
s i o n  f o r  t h e  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  A c u p u n c t u r i s t s  a s  a d i p lo m a te  i n  acu- 
p u n c tu r e  ;

(5) do e s  n o t  h a v e  a d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e e d in g  o r  u n r e s o l v e d  
c o m p la in t  p e n d in g  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n ;  and

(6) h a s  n o t  h ad  a  l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  s u sp e n d e d  
o r  r e v o k e d  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  o r  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e ,  t e r r i t o r y ,  o r  p r o v i n c e .

(b) The b o a rd  s h a l l  i s s u e  a l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  t o  
e a c h  p e r s o n  who i s  q u a l i f i e d  and  who p ay s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f e e .

(c) Each p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  u n d e r  t h i s  
c h a p t e r  s h a l l  d i s p l a y  t h e  l i c e n s e  i n  a  c o n sp ic u o u s  p l a c e  w he re  t h e  
l i c e n s e e  p r a c t i c e s .

S ec .  08.06.080. RENEWAL OF LICENSE. A l i c e n s e  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p ­
t e r  may n o t  b e  renew ed  u n l e s s  t h e  a p p l i c a n t

(1) d e m o n s t r a t e s  c o n t i n u e d  com pe tence  a s  an a c u p u n c t u r i s t  
i n  a  m anner e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  b o a r d  i n  r e g u l a t i o n s ;  and

(2) submif.3 p r o o f  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  m a in t a i n s  c e r t i f i c a ­
t i o n  by  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  A c u p u n c t u r i s t s  
a s  a  d ip lo m a te  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e .

S ec . 08.06.090. DISCLOSURE. (a) A p e r s o n  who p r a c t i c e s  a c u ­
p u n c t u r e  s h a l l  d i s c l o s e  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n ’ s t r a i n i n g  and p r a c t i c e  a r e  i n
a c u p u n c tu r e

(1) t o  e a ch  p a t i e n t ;  and
(2) on a l l  m a t e r i a l  u s e d  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e  and

made a v a i l a b l e  t o  p a t i e n t s  o r  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .
3- CSSB 405(HESS)
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(b) A p e r s o n  who p r a c t i c e s  a c u p u n c tu r e  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  c o v e r e d  by  
m a l p r a c t i c e  i n s u r a n c e  s h a l l  d i s c l o s e  t o  e a c h  p a t i e n t  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  
d o e s  n o t  h av e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e .

S ec .  08.06.100. RESTRICTIONS ON PRACTICE OF ACUPUNCTURE. A 
p e r s o n  who p r a c t i c e s  a c u p u n c tu r e  may n o t

(1) g i v e ,  p r e s c r i b e ,  o r  recommend i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  a
(A) p r e s c r i p t i o n  d ru g ;
(B) c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e ;

(C) p o i s o n ;
(2) eng ag e  i n  s u r g e r y ;  o r
(3) u s e  t h e  word " p h y s i c i a n "  i n  t h e  p e r s o n ’ s t i t l e .

ARTICLE 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS.
S e c .  08.06.120,, GROUNDS FOR IMPOSITION OF DISCIPLINARY SANC­

TIONS. A f t e r  a h e a r i n g ,  t h e  b o a rd  may impose a d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n  
on a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  when t h e  b o a r d  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  
l i c e n s e e

(1) s e c u r e d  a l i c e n s e  th r o u g h  d e c e i t ,  f r a u d ,  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  
m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ;

(2) engaged  i n  d e c e i t ,  f r a u d ,  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  o r  e n g a g in g  i n  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;

(3) a d v e r t i s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  a f a l s e  o r  m i s l e a d ­
i n g  m anne r ;

(4) h a s  b e en  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a  f e l o n y  o r  o t h e r  c r im e  t h a t  
a f f e c t s  t h e  l i c e n s e e ’s a b i l i t y  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r a c t i c e  c o m p e t e n t ly  and  
s a f e l y ;

(5) i n t e n t i o n a l l y  o r  n e g l i g e n t l y  eng ag ed  i n  o r  p e r m i t t e d
51 *t h e  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  p a t i e n t  c a r e  b y  p e r s o n s  u n d e r  t h e  l i c e n s e e ' s  s u p e r-

• *•. • ■ *‘i •’ •v i s i o n  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  con fo rm  t o  minimum p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  
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r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e th e r  a c t u a l  i n j u r y  t o  t h e  p a t i e n t  o c c u r r e d *
(6) f a i l e d  t o  comply w i t h  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  w i t h  a r e g u l a t i o n  

a d o p te d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  o r  w i t h  an  o r d e r  o f  t h e  b o a r d  o r  t h e  
d e p a r tm e n t*

(7) c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  a f t e r  becom ing  u n f i t  due t o
(A) p r o f e s s i o n a l  in com pe ten ce*
(B) f a i l u r e  t o  k e e p  in fo rm e d  o f  c u r r e n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l

p r a c t i c e s ;
(C) a d d i c t i o n  o r  s e v e r e  d ep endency  on a l c o h o l  o r  o t h e r

d r u g s  t h a t  im p a i r s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  p r a c t i c e  s a f e ly *
(D) p h y s i c a l  o r  m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t y *  o r

(8) engaged  i n  lewd o r  imm ora l c o n d u c t  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  
t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e  t o  p a t i e n t s .

S e c .  08 .06 .T30. ACUPUNCTURE TREATMENT UNDER HEALTH CARE INSUR­
ANCE. A h e a l t h  c a r e  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  c o v e ra g e  f o r  t h e  
s e r v i c e s  o f  an  a c u p u n c t u r i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  i f  t h e  
p o l i c y  c o v e r s  a c u p u n c tu r e  t r e a tm e n t  b y  a h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  s u b j e c t  
t o  t h i s  t i t l e .

S e c .  08.06.140. EXEMPTION. T h i s  c h a p t e r  does  n o t  a p p ly  t o  a 
p e r s o n  who p r a c t i c e s  a c u p u n c tu r e  u n d e r  AS 08.36 o r  AS 08.64.

S e c .  08.06.150. PENALTY. A p e r s o n  who v i o l a t e s  t h i s  c h a p t e r  o r  
a  r e g u l a t i o n  a d o p te d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  g u i l t y  o f  a c l a s s  B m is d e ­
m eano r .

S e c .  08.06.190. DEFINITIONS. I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r
(1) " a c u p u n c tu r e ” means a  f o r a  o f  h e a l i n g  d e v e lo p e d  from  

t r a d i t i o n a l  C h in e s e  m e d ic a l  c o n c e p t s  t h a t  u s e s  t h e  s t im u l a t i o n  o f  
c e r t a i n  p o i n t s  on o r  n e a r  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  body  by  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  o f

'J
n e e d l e s  t o  p r e v e n t  o r  m o d i fy  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  p a i n  o r  t o  n o rm a l i z e
p h y s i o l o g i c a l  f u n c t i o n s ;

-5- , ; CSSB 405(HESS)
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(2) " b o a r d "  means t h e  B oa rd  o f  A c u p u n c tu r e ;
(3) " d e p a r tm e n t "  means t h e  D ep a r tm en t  o f  Commerce and  

Econom ic Development?
(4) " p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e "  means t h e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  a c u ­

p u n c t u r e  n e e d l e s  and  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  m o x ib u s t i o n  t o  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  
o f  t h e  human body  b a s e d  upo' a c u p u n c tu r e  d i a g n o s i s ;  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  
a c u p u n c tu r e  i n c l u d e s  a d j u n c t i v e  t h e r a p i e s  i n v o l v i n g  m e c h a n ic a l ,  t h e r ­
m a l,  e l e c t r i c a l ,  and  e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c  t r e a tm e n t  and th e  re com m enda t ion  
o f  d i e t a r y  g u i d e l i n e s  and  t h e r a p e u t i c  e x e r c i s e ,

* S ec .  3. AS 08.01.010 i s  amended by  a d d in g  a new p a r a g r a p h  t o  r e a d :
(28) B oa rd  o f  A cu p u n c tu re  (AS 08.06.010).

* S ec . 4. AS 08.02.010(a) i s  amended t o  r e a d :
(a) An a c u p u n c t u r i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.06, an  a u d i o l o g i s t  

l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.11, a  p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  a s  a c h i r o ­
p r a c t o r  u n d e r  AS 08.20, a d e n t i s t  u n d e r  AS 08.36, a m e d ic a l  p r a c t i ­
t i o n e r  o r  o s t e o p a t h  u n d e r  AS 08.64, a  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  u n d e r  AS 08.68, 
an  o p t o m e t r i s t  u n d e r  AS 08.72, a r e g i s t e r e d  p h a rm a c i s t  u n d e r  AS 08.80, 
a  r e g i s t e r e d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  u n d e r  
AS 08.84, o r  a p s y c h o l o g i s t  u n d e r  AS 08.86, s h a l l  u s e  a s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a p p r o p r i a t e  l e t t e r s  o r  a t i t l e  a f t e r  t h a t  p e r s o n ' s  name 
w h ich  r e p r e s e n t s  t h a t  p e r s o n ' s  s p e c i f i c  f i e l d  o f  p r a c t i c e .  The l e t ­
t e r s  o r  t i t l e  s h a l l  a p p e a r  on a l l  s i g n s ,  s t a t i o n e r y ^  o r  o t h e r  a d v e r ­
t i s i n g  i n  w h ich  t h e  p e r s o n  o f f e r s  o r  d i s p l a y s  p e r s o n a l  p r o f e s w io n a l  
s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  p e r s o n  engaged  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  
o f  n e d i c i n e  o f  o s t e o p a t h y  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  AS 08.64.380, o r  a p e r s o n  
eng ag ed  i n  any  m anner i n  t h e  h e a l i n g  a r t s  who d i a g n o s e s ,  t r e a t s ,  
t e s t s ,  o r  c o u n s e l s  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  human h e a l t h  o r  d i s ­
e a s e  and  u s e s  t h e  l e t t e r s  "M .D ." o r  t h e  t i t l e  " d o c t o r "  o r  " p h y s i c i a n "  
c r  a n o t h e r  t i t l e  t h a t  t e n d s  to  show t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n r i s  w i l l i n g  o r  
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q u a l i f i e d  t o  d i a g n o s e ,  t r e a t ,  t e s t ,  o r  c o u n s e l  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ,  s h a l l  
c l a r i f y  t h e  l e t t e r s  o r  t i t l e  b y  a d d in g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s p e c i a l i s t  
d e s i g n a t i o n ,  i f  any , su ch  a s  " d e r m a t o l o g i s t " ,  " r a d i o l o g i s t " ,  " a u d i o l o ­
g i s t " ,  " n a t u r o p a t h " ,  o r  t h e  l i k e .
S e c .  5. AS 08.03.010(c) i s  amended by  a d d in g  a  new p a r a g r a p h  t o  r e a d :  

(21) Board  o f  A cu p u n c tu re  (AS 08.06.010) —  Ju n e  30, 1992. 
S ec .  6. AS 08.36 i s  amended by  a d d in g  a  new s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  08.36.115. QUALIFICATIONS FOR ACUPUNCTURE APPLICANTS. An 
a p p l i c a n t  f o r  a l i c e n s e  t o  p e r f o rm  a c u p u n c tu r e  i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  p r a c t i c e  
o f  d e n t i s t r y  s h a l l  s a t i s f y  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  AS 08.36.100 and  thos?. 
r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  o r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e  
a s  may b e  a d o p te d  by  t h e  b o a rd .
S ec . 7. AS 08.64.170(a) i s  amended t o  r e a d :

(a) A p e r s o n  may n o t  p r a c t i c e  m e d ic in e ,  p o d i a t r y ,  o r  o s t e o p a t h y  
[ ,  OR ACUPUNCTURE] i n  t h e  s t a t e  u n l e s s  t h e  p e r s o n  I s  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  
t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  e x c e p t  t h a t

(1) a p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t  may exam ine , d i a g n o s e ^  o r  t r e a t  
p e r s o n s  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  c o n t r o l ,  and  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  e i t h e r  a 
p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  o r  a p h y s i c i a n  exem pted  from  
l i c e n s i n g  u n d e r  AS 08.64.370;

(2) a  p h y s i c i a n - t r a i n e d  m o b i le  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  p a ram ed ic  may 
r e n d e r  em ergency  l i f e s a v i n g  s e r v i c e ;  and

(3) [A PERSON LICENSED UNDER AS 08.36 MAY PERFORM ACUPUNC­
TURE IN THE REGULAR PRACTICE OF DENTISTRY, SUBJECT TO THE REGULATIONS 
OF THE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS; AND

(4)] a  p e r s o n  who i s  l i c e n s e d  o r  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  a n o th e r  
c h a p t e r  o f  t h i s  t i t l e  may engage, i n  a  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  
u n d e r  t h a t  c h a p t e r .
S e c .  8. AS 08.64.180 i s  amended t o  r e a d :
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S ec .  08.64.180. APPLICATION FOR LICENSE. A p e r s o n  who d e s i r e s  
t o  p r a c t i c e  m e d ic in e  o r  ( ,]  o s t e o p a t h y  [OR ACUPUNCTURE] i n  t h e  s t a t e
s h a l l  a p p l y  in  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  f o r  a  l i c e n c e .

* S ec .  9 . AS 09.55.560(1) i s  amended t o  r e a d :
(1) " h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r "  means an  a c u p u n c t u r i s t  l i c e n s e d

u n d e r  AS 08.06; an  a u d i o l o g i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.11| a  c h i r o p r a c t o r  
l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.20* a  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.32; a 
d e n t i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.36; a n u r s e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.68; a 
d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.71; a n a t u r o p a t h  l i c e n s e d  
u n d e r  AS 08.45; an o p t o m e t r i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.72; a p h a rm a c i s t  
l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.80j a  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a ­
p i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.84; a p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.64; a 
p o d i a t r i s t ;  a p s y c h o l o g i s t  and  a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e  l i c e n s e d  
u n d e r  AS 08.86; and a  h o s p i t a l  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  AS 18.20.130, i n c l u d i n g  a 
g o v e r n m e n ta l l v  owned o r  o p e r a t e d  h o s p i t a l ;  a c o r p o r a t e  e n t i t y  c o v e re d  
u n d e r  AS 21 .8 8 .050(b) (11); and  an  em p loyee  o f  a h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  
a c t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u r s e  and scope  o f  em ploym en t;

* S e c .  10. AS 18.23.070(3) i s  amended t o  r e a d :
(3) " h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r "  means an  a c u p u n c t u r i s t  l i c e n s e d  

u n d e r  AS 08.06; a c h i r o p r a c t o r  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.20; a d e n t a l  
h y g i e n i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.32; a d e n t i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.36; 
a n u r s e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.68; a  d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  
AS 08.71; an  o p t o m e t r i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.72; a p h a rm a c i s t  l i ­
c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.80; a  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  
l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.84; a  p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.64; a p o d i a ­
t r i s t ;  a  p s y c h o l o g i s t  and  a p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  
AS 08.86; and  a  h o s p i t a l  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  AS 18.20.130, i n c l u d i n g  a 
g o v e r n m e n t s l l y  owned o r  o p e r a t e d  h o s p i t a l ;  a  c o r p o r a t e  e n t i t y  c o v e re d  
u n d e r  AS 21 .88.050(b)(1); . and  an em p loyee  o f  a  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r
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a c t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u r s e  and  sco p e  o f  employm en t;
* S ec .  11. AS 21.36.090(d) i s  amended t o  r e a d :

(d) A p e r s o n  may n o t  p r a c t i c e  o r  p e rm i t  u n f a i r  d i s c r im i n a t i o n  
a g a i n s t  a p e r s o n  who p r o v i d e s  a  s e r v i c e  c o v e r e d  u n d e r  a  g ro u p  d i s a b i l ­
i t y  p o l i c y  t h a t  e x t e n d s  c o v e ra g e  on an  e x p e n s e  i n c u r r e d  b a s i s , o r  
u n d e r  a  g roup  s e r v i c e  o r  in d em n i ty  ty p e  c o n t r a c t  i s s u e d  by  a n o n p r o f i t  
c o r p o r a t i o n ,  i f  t h e  s e r v i c e  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  p r o v i d e r ' s  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  l i c e n s e .  I n  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n ,  " p r o v i d e r ” means a s t a t e  
l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n ,  d e n t i s t ,  o s t e o p a t h ,  o p t o m e t r i s t ,  a c u p u n c t u r i s t ,  
c h i r o p r a c t o r ,  n u r s e  m idw ife ,  n a t u r o p a t h ,  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t ,  o r  o c c u ­
p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t .

* S ec .  12. AS 21.88.900(9) i s  amended to  r e a d :
(9) " h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r "  means an a c u p u n c t u r i s t  l i c e n s e d  

u n d e r  AS 08.06; an  a u d i o l o g i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.11; a c h i r o p r a c t o r  
l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.20; a  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.32; a 
d e n t i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.36; a  n u r s e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.68; a 
d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.71; an  o p t o m e t r i s t  l i c e n s e d  
u n d e r  AS 08.72; a  p h a rm a c i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.80; a  p h y s i c a l  
t h e r a p i s t  o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.84; a p h y s i ­
c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.64; a p o d i a t r i s t ;  a p s y c h o l o g i s t  and a 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.86; a  h o s p i t a l  a s  d e f i n e d  
i n  AS 18.20.130, i n c l u d i n g  a g o v e r n m e n ta l l y  owned o r  o p e r a t e d  h o s p i ­
t a l ;  a c o r p o r a t e  e n t i t y  c o v e r e d  u n d e r  AS 21.88 .050(b)(11); an em p loyee  
o f  a h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  a c t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u r s e  and  sc o p e  o f  em­
p lo ym en t ;

* S ec .  13. AS 21.88.900 i s  amended by  a d d in g  a new p a r a g r a p h  t o  r e a d :
„ (18) " a c u p u n c t u r i s t "  means a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.06.

* S e c .  14. AS 47.17.070(9) i s  amended to  r e a d :
(9) " p r a c t i t i o n e r  o f  t h e  h e a l i n g  a r t s "  i n c l u d e s
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a c u p u n c t u r i s t s , c h i r o p r a c t o r s ,  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t s ,  d e n t i s t s ,  h e a l t h  
a i d e s ,  n u r s e s ,  n u r s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s ,  o c c u p a ­
t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s ,  o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  o s t e o p a t h s ,  n a t u r o p a t h s ,  
p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s ,  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s ,  p h y s i c i a n s ,  p h y s i ­
c i a n ' s  a s s i s t a n t s ,  p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i ­
a t e s ,  a u d i o l o g i s t s  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.11, h e a r i n g  a i d  d e a l e r s  l i ­
c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.55, r e l i g i o u s  h e a l i n g  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  an d  s u r g e o n s »

* S ec .  15. INITIAL APPOINTMENTS. N o tw i th s t a n d in g  AS 08.06.010, added  
by  s e c .  2 o f  t h i s  A c t ,  t h e  p e r s o n s  i n i t i a l l y  a p p o in t e d  a s  a c u p u n c t u r i s t  
members o f  t h e  B oa rd  o f  A cu p u n c tu re  a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  h o l d  a l i c e n s e  t o  
p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  I n  t h i s  s t a t e  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  a p p o in tm en t!  how ever, 
t h e y  s h a l l  b e  q u a l i f i e d  t o  r e c e i v e  a l i c e n s e  u n d e r  AS 08.06.070, added  by  
s e c .  2 o f  t h i s  A c t .
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I n t r o d u c e d :  2/10/88 5-1684A
R e f e r r e d :  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  and  S o c i a l

S e r v i c e s ,  L abo r  and  Commerce 
and  F in a n c e

IN THE SENATE BY ABOOD
SENATE BILL NO. 405 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL
For an A ct e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t r e l a t i n g  to  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e . "
BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. PURPOSE. The h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  and  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  
t h e  s t a t e  a r e  b e s t  s e r v e d  by  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  an o r d e r l y  sy s tem  o f  
l i c e n s u r e  f o r  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  The r a p i d  d e v e lo p ­
ment o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  
f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  and  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c t u r i s t s ,  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  i n c r e a s e d  
p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  and  i n c r e a s e d  demand f o r  a c c e s s  t o  q u a l i f i e d  a cu pun c ­
t u r i s t s  .

* Sec . 2. AS 08 i s  amended by a d d in g  a new c h a p t e r  t o  r e a d :
CHAPTER 06. ACUPUNCTURE.

ARTICLE 1. BOARD OF ACUPUNCTURE.
Sec . 08.06.010. CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD. (a) 

T he re  i s  c r e a t e d  t h e  Board  o f  A cu p u n c tu re  composed o f  f i v e  members. 
T h ree  members s h a l l  b e  a c u p u n c t u r i s t s  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  one 
member s h a l l  b e  a p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.64, and  one s h a l l  be 
a p u b l i c  member.

(b) Members o f  t h e  b o a rd  s h a l l  e l e c t  a member o f  t h e  b o a rd  as 
c h a i r .  The c h a i r  s e r v e s  f o r  a te rm  o f  one y e a r .

Sec . 08.06.020. BOARD MEETINGS. The b o a rd  s h a l l  h o ld  a t  l e a s t  
two m e e t in g s  e a ch  y e a r .  The b o a r d  may h o ld  a d d i t i o n a l  m e e t in g s  a t  t h e  
c a l l  o f  t h e  c h a i r  o r  o f  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  b o a rd  members.

Sec . 08.06.030. DUTIES OF THE BOARD. The b o a rd  s h a l l
(1) i s s u e  l i c e n s e s  t o  p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e ;
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(2) impose d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n s  ' a s  a u t h o r i z e d  by  t h i s

c h a p t e r ;
(3) p r e p a r e  an  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  f o r  s u b m is s io n  t o  t h e  d e p a r t ­

m ent and t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o v e r i n g  b o a r d  a c t i v i t i e s  and s  summary o f  
a l l  c o m p la in t s  r e c e i v e d ,  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n s  t a k e n ,  and  p r o s e c u t i o n s  
b r o u g h t  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r *  and

(4) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  A d m in i s t r a t i v e  P ro c e d u re  
Act (AS 44.62) n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  p u rp o s e s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  
i n c l u d i n g

(A) s t a n d a r d s  f o r  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu re *
(B) s t a n d a r d s  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g *
(C) a code o f  e t h i c s  f o r  t h e  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a cu p un c ­

t u r e  .
ARTICLE 2. LICENSURE AND PRACTICE OF ACUPUNCTURISTS.

Sec . 08.06.050. PRACTICE OF ACUPUNCTURE WITHOUT LICENSE PROHIB­
ITED. A p e r s o n  may n o t  p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  w i t h o u t  a l i c e n s e .

S ec . 08.06.060. APPLICATION FOR LICENSE. A p e r s o n  d e s i r i n g  t o
p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  s h a l l  e p p ly  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  D epa r tm en t o f
Commerce and Econom ic D eve lopm en t.

S ec . 08.06.070. LICENSE TO PRACTICE ACUPUNCTURE. (a) A p e r s o n
i s  q u a l i f i e d  t o  r e c e i v e  a  l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  i f  t h e
p e r s o n

(1) i s  o f  good m o ra l  c h a r a c t e r ;
(2) i s  a t  l e a s t  21 y e a r s  o f  age*
(3) e i t h e r

(A) h a s  c om p le te d  a c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  
t h e  c o r e  c u r r i c u l u m  and  g u i d e l i n e s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  o f  
A cupur.- tu re S c h o o ls  and  C o l l e g e s ,  a t  a  s c h o o l  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e  
a p p rov ed  by  t h e  bo a rd *  o r
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r e q u i r e m e n t s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h i s  s t a t e j
(4) i a  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  by  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  

f o r  t h e  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  A c u p u n c t u r i s t s  a s  a d ip lo m a te  i n  a c u p u n c tu r e ;
(5> d o e s  n o t  h av e  a d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e e d in g  o r  u n r e s o lv e d  

c o m p la in t  p e n d in g  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n ;  and
(6) h a s  n o t  h ad  a l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  su sp end ed  

o r  r e v o k e d  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  o r  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e ,  t e r r i t o r y ,  o r  p r o v in c e .
(b) The b o a rd  s h a l l  i s s u e  a  l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  t o  

e a ch  p e r s o n  who i s  q u a l i f i e d  and  who p ay s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f e e .
(c) Each p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  u n d e r  t h i s  

c h a p t e r  s h a l l  d i s p l a y  t h e  l i c e n s e  i n  a c o n sp ic u o u s  p l a c e  w here  t h e  
l i c e n s e e  p r a c t i c e s .

S ec . 08.06.080. RENEWAL OF LICENSE. A l i c e n s e  u n d e r  t h i s  c h ap ­
t e r  may n o t  b e  renew ed  u n l e s s  t h e  a p p l i c a n t

(1) d e m o n s t r a t e s  c o n t i n u e d  com pe tence  a s  an  a c u p u n c t u r i s t  
i n  a  manner e s t a b l i s h e d  by  t h e  b o a rd  i n  r e g u l a t i o n s ;  and

(2) s u b m i t s  p r o o f  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  m a i n t a i n s  c e r t i f i c a ­
tion . by  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  A c u p u n c t u r i s t s  
an a. d ip lo m a te  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e .

Sec,. 08.06.090. DISCLOSURE. (a) A p e r s o n  who p r a c t i c e s  a c u ­
p u n c tu r e  s h a l l  d i s c l o s e  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  t r a i n i n g  and p r a c t i c e  a r e  i n
a c u p u n c tu r e

(1) t o  each  p a t i e n t ;  and
(2) on a l l  m a t e r i a l  u s e d  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e  and

made a v a i l a b l e  to  p a t i e n t s  o r  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .
(b) A p e r s o n  who p r a c t i c e s  a c u p u n c tu r e  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  c o v e r e d  by 

m a l p r a c t i c e  i n s u r a n c e  s h a l l  d i s c l o s e  t o  e a ch  p a t i e n t  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  
does n o t  h av e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e .

(B) is l i c e n s e d  in  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  t h a t  h a s  l i c e n s i n g
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S ec .  08.06.100. RESTRICTIONS OR PRACTICE OF ACUPUNCTURE. A 
p e r s o n  who p r a c t i c e s  a c u p \m e tu r e  may n o t

(1) g i v e ,  p r o s c r i b e ,  o r  recommend i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  a
(A) p r e s c r i p t i o n  drug*
(B) c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e ;
(C) p o i s o n ;

(2) engage i n  s u r g e r y ;  o r
(3) u s e  th e  word " p h y s i c i a n "  i n  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  t i t l e .

ARTICLE 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec . 08.06.120. GROUNDS FOR IMPOSITION OF DISCIPLINARY SANC­

TIONS. A f t e r  a h e a r i n g ,  t h e  b o a rd  may impose a d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n  
on a  p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  when t h e  b o a rd  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  
l i c e n s e e

(1) s e c u r e d  a  l i c e n s e  th ro u g h  d e c e i t ,  f r a u d ,  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  
m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ;

(?) engaged  in  d e c e i t ,  f r a u d ,  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  o r  e n g a g in g  in  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;

(3) a d v e r t i s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  a f a l s e  o r  m i s l e a d ­
in g  m anner;

(4) h a s  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a f e l o n y  o r  o t h e r  c r im e  t h a t  
a f f e c t s  t h e  l i c e n s e e ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r a c t i c e  c o m p e te n t ly  and 
s a f e l y ;

(5) i n t e n t i o n a l l y  o r  n e g l i g e n t l y  eng ag ed  i n  o r  p e rm i t t e d  
t h e  p e r fo rm an c e  o f  p a t i e n t  c a r e  by  p e r s o n a  u n d e r  t h e  l i c e n s e e ’s s u p e r ­
v i s i o n  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  con fo rm  to  minimum p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  r e g a r d ­
l e s s  o f  w h e th e r  a c t u a l  i n j u r y  t o  t h e  p a t i e n t  o c c u r r e d ;

(6) f a i l e d  t o  comply w i th  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  w i t h  a r e g u l a t i o n
a d o p te d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  o r  w i t h  an  o r d e r  o f  t h e  b o a rd  o r  t h e
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d e p a r tm e n t ;
(7) c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  a f t e r  becom ing  u n f i t  due t o

(A) p r o f e s s i o n a l  in com pe te n c e ;
(B) f a i l u r e  t o  keep  in fo rm ed  o f  c u r r e n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l

p r a c t i c e s ;
(C) a d d i c t i o n  o r  s e v e r e  dependency  on a l c o h o l  o r  o t h e r

d ru g s  t h a t  im p a i r s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  p r a c t i c e  s a f e l y ;
(D) p h y s i c a l  o r  m e n ta l  d i s a b i l i t y ;  o r

(8) en g ag ed  i n  lewd o r  immoral c o n d u c t  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e  to  p a t i e n t s .

S ec . 08.06,130. ACUPUNCTURE TREATMENT UNDER HEALTH CARE INSUR­
ANCE. A h e a l t h  c a r e  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  c o v e ra g e  f o r  t h e  
s e r v i c e s  o f  an  a c u p u n c t u r i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  i f  t h e  
p o l i c y  c o v e r s  a c u p u n c tu r e  t r e a tm e n t  by a h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  s u b j e c t  
t o  t h i s  t i t l e .

S ec . 08.06.140. EXEMPTION. T h is  c h a p t e r  does n o t  a p p ly  t o  a 
p e r s o n  who p r a c t i c e s  a c u p u n c tu r e  u n d e r  AS 08.36 o r  AS 08.64.

S ec . 08.06.150. PENALTY. A p e r s o n  who v i o l a t e s  t h i s  c h a p t e r  o r  
a r e g u l a t i o n  a d o p te d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  g u i l t y  o f  a c l a s s  B m is d e ­
m eanor .

Sec, 08.06.190. DEFINITIONS. In  t h i s  c h a p t e r
(1) " a c u p u n c t u r e "  means a fo rm  o f  h e a l i n g  d e v e lo p e d  from  

t r a d i t i o n a l  C h in e se  m e d ic a l  c o n c e p t s  t h a t  u s e s  t h e  s t im u l a t i o n  o f  
c e r t a i n  p o i n t s  on o r  n e a r  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  bodv by  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  
n e e d l e s  t o  p r e v e n t  o r  m od ify  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  p a in  o r  t o  n o rm a l i z e  
p h y s i o l o g i c a l  f u n c t i o n s ;

(?) " b o a r d "  means t h e  Board  o f  A cu p u n c tu re ;
(3) " d e p a r tm e n t "  means t h e  D ep a r tm en t o f  Commerce and  

Economic D eve lopm en t;
-5 -
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(4) " p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e "  means t h e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  acu- 
p u n c tu r e  n e e d l e s  and t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  m o x ib u s t io n  t o  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  
o f  t h e  human body  b a s e d  upon a c u p u n c tu r e  d i a g n o s i s ;  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f 
a c u p u n c tu r e  i n c l u d e s  a d j u n c t i v e  t h e r a p i e s  i n v o l v i n g  m e c h a n ic a l ,  t h e r ­
m a l,  e l e c t r i c a l ,  and  e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c  t r e a tm e n t  and  t h e  re com m enda t ion  
o f  d i e t a r y  g u i d e l i n e s  and  t h e r a p e u t i c  e i t e r c i s e .

*  S ec , 3 r- AS 08,01.010 i s  amended by  a d d in g  a new p a r a g r a p h  to  r e a d :
(28) Hoard o f  A cupun c tu re  (AS 08.06.010).

*  S ec .  4. AS 08.02.010(a) i s  amended to  r e a d :
(a) An a c u p u n c t u r i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.06, an  a u d i o l o g i s t  

l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.11, a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  a s  a c h i r o ­
p r a c t o r  u n d e r  AS 08.20, a  d e n t i s t  u n d e r  AS 08.36, a  m e d ic a l  p r a c t i ­
t i o n e r  o r  o s t e o p a t h  u n d e r  AS 08.64, a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  u n d e r  AS 08.68, 
an  o p t o m e t r i s t  u n d e r  AS 08.72, a r e g i s t e r e d  p h a rm a c i s t  u n d e r  AS 08.80, 
a r e g i s t e r e d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  u n d e r  
AS 08.S4, o r  a p s y c h o l o g i s t  u n d e r  AS 08.86, s h a l l  u s e  a s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a p p r o p r i a t e  l e t t e r s  o r  a t i t l e  a f t e r  t h a t  p e r s o n ' s  name 
w h ich  r e p r e s e n t s  t h a t  p e r s o n ’ s s p e c i f i c  f i e l d  p r a c t i c e .  The l e t ­
t e r s  o r  t i t l e  s h a l l  a p p e a r  on a l l  s i g n s ,  s t a t i o n e r y ^  o r  o t h e r  a d v e r ­
t i s i n g  i n  w h ich  t h e  p e r s o n  o f f e r s  o r  d i s p l a y s  p e r s o n a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
s e r v i c e s  to  t h e  p u b l i c .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  p e r s o n  engaged  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  
o f  m ed ic in e  o r  o s t e o p a t h y  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  AS 08.64.380, o r  a  p e r s o n  
engaged  i n  any  m anner i n  t h e  h e a l i n g  a r t s  who d i a g n o s e s ,  t r e a t s ,  
t e s t s ,  o r  c o u n s e l s  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  human h e a l t h  o r  d i s ­
e a s e  and u s e s  t h e  l e t t e r s  "M .D ." o r  t h e  t i t l e  " d o c t o r "  o r  " p h y s i c i a n "  
o r  a n o th e r  t i t l e  t h a t  t e n d s  t o  show t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  w i l l i n g  o r  
q u a l i f i e d  t o  d i a g n o s e ,  t r e a t ,  t o s t ,  o r  c o u n s e l  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ,  s h a l l  
c l a r i f y  t h e  l e t t e r s  o r  t i t l e  by a d d in g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s p e c i a l i s t  
d e s i g n a t i o n ,  i f  any , su ch  a s  " d e r m a t o l o g i s t " ,  " r a d i o l o g i s t " ,

- 6 -



" a u d i o l o g i s t " ,  " n a t u r o p a t h " ,  o r  t h e  l i k e .
S e c .  5, AS 08.03.010(c) i s  amended by  a d d in g  a  new p a r a g r a p h  to  r e a d :  

(21) B oa rd  o f  A cu p u n c tu re  (AS 08.06.010) —  J u n e  30, 1992. 
S ec .  6. AS 08.36 i s  amended by  a d d in g  a  new s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  08.36.115. QUALIFICATIONS FOR ACUPUNCTURE APPLICANTS. An 
a p p l i c a n t  f o r  a  l i c e n s e  t o  p e r f o rm  a c u p u n c tu r e  i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  p r a c t i c e  
o f  d e n t i s t r y  s h a l l  s a t i s f y  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  AS 08.36.100 and t h o s e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  o r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c u p u n c tu r e  
a s  may be  a d o p te d  b y  t h e  b o a r d .
S ec .  7. AS 08.64.170(a) i s  amended t o  r e a d :

(a) A p e r s o n  may n o t  p r a c t i c e  m e d ic in e ,  p o d i a t r y ,  o r  o s t e o p a t h y  
[ ,  OR ACUPUNCTURE] i n  t h e  s t a t e  u n l e s s  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  
t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  e x c e p t  t h a t

(1) a p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t  may exam ine , d i a g n o s e ^  o r  t r e a t  
p e r s o n s  t in d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  c o n t r o l ,  and  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  e i t h e r  a  
p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  o r  a p h y s i c i a n  exem pted  from  
l i c e n s i n g  u n d e r  AS 08.64.370;

(2) a  p h y s i c i a n - t r a i n e d  m o b i l e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  p a ram ed ic  may 
r e n d e r  em ergency  l i f e s a v i n g  s e r v i c e ;  and

(3) [A PERSON LICENSED UNDER AS 08.36 MAY PERFORM ACUPUNC­
TURE IN THE REGULAR PRACTICE OF DENTISTRY, SUBJECT TO THE REGULATIONS 
OF THF BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS; AND

(4)] a  p e r s o n  who i s  l i c e n s e d  o r  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  a n o t h e r  
c h a p t e r  o f  t h i s  t i t l e  may engage  i n  a  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  
u n d e r  t h a t  c h a p t e r .
S ec .  8. AS 08.64.180 i s  amended t o  r e a d :

S ec .  08.64.180. APPLICATION FOR LICENSE. A p e r s o n  who d e s i r e s  
t o  p r a c t i c e  m e d ic in e  o r  [ , ]  o s t e o p a t h y  [OR ACUPUNCTURE] i n  t h e  s t a t e  
s h a l l  a p p ly  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  f o r  a  l i c e n s e .
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* S ec .  9. AS 09.55.560(1) i s  amended t o  r e a d :
(1) " h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r ” means an  a c u p u n c t u r i s t  l i c e n s e d  

t in d e r  AS 08.06; an a u d i o l o g i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.11; a  c h i r o p r a c t o r  
l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.20; a  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.32; a  
d e n t i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.36; a n u r s e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.68; a  
d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 03.71; a  n a t u r o p a t h  l i c e n s e d  
u n d e r  AS 08.45; an o p t o m e t r i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.72; a p h a rm a c i s t  
l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.80; a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a ­
p i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.84; a  p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.64; a  
p o d i a t r i s t ;  a  p s y c h o l o g i s t  and  a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e  l i c e n s e d  
u n d e r  AS 08.86; and a  h o s p i t a l  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  AS 18.20.130, i n c l u d i n g  a 
g o v e m m e n t a l l y  owned o r  o p e r a t e d  h o s p i t a l ;  a  c o r p o r a t e  e n t i t y  c o v e re d  
u n d e r  AS 21.88 .050(b)(11); and  an  employee o f  a  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  
a c t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u r s e  and  s c o p e  o f  employment;

*  S e c .  10. AS 18.23.070(3) i s  amended t o  r e a d :
(3) " h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r "  means an a c u p u n c t u r i s t  l i c e n s e d  

u n d e r  AS 08.06; a c h i r o p r a c t o r  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.20; a  d e n t a l  
h y g i e n i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.32; a d e n t i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.36; 
a n u r s e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.68; a  d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  
AS 08.71; an  o p t o m e t r i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.72; a  p h a rm a c i s t  l i ­
c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.80; a  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  
l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.84; a  p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.64; a  p o d i a ­
t r i s t ;  a  p s y c h o l o g i s t  and a p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  
AS 08.86; and  a  h o s p i t a l  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  AS 18.20.130, i n c l u d i n g  a 
g o v e m m e n t a l l y  owned o r  o p e r a t e d  h o s p i t a l ;  a  c o r p o r a t e  e n t i t y  c o v e r e d  
u n d e r  AS 21.88.050(b)(1); and  an  em p loyee  o f  a  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  
a c t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u r s e  a n d  sc o p e  o f  employment;

*  S ec . 11. AS 21.36.090(d) i s  amended t o  r e a d :
(d) A p e r s o n  may n o t  p r a c t i c e  o r  p e rm i t  u n f a i r  d i s c r im i n a t i o n

- 8 -
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a g a i n s t  a  p e r s o n  who p r o v i d e s  a s e r v i c e  c o v e r e d  u n d e r  a  g ro u p  d i s a b i l ­
i t y  p o l i c y  t h a t  e x t e n d s  c o v e r a g e  on an e x p en se  i n c u r r e d  b a s i s ,  o r  
t in d e r  a g ro up  s e r v i c e  o r  i n d em n i ty  t y p e  c o n t r a c t  i s s u e d  b y  a  n o n p r o f i t  
c o r p o r a t i o n ,  i f  t h e  s e r v i c e  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  p r o v i d e r ’s  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  l i c e n s e .  I n  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n ,  ’’p r o v i d e r ” means a  s t a t e  
l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n ,  d e n t i s t ,  o s t e o p a t h ,  o p t o m e t r i s t ,  a c u p u n c t u r i s t , 
c h i r o p r a c t o r ,  n u r s e  m idw ife ,  n a t u r o p a t h ,  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t ,  o r  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t .

* S ec . 12. AS 21.88.900(9) i s  amended t o  r e a d i
(9) ’’h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r "  means an a c u p u n c t u r i s t  l i c e n s e d  

u n d e r  AS 08.06; an a u d i o l o g i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08 .' a c h i r o p r a c t o r  
l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.20? a d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.32? a  
d e n t i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.36? a  n u r s e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.68? a 
d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.71? an  o p t o m e t r i s t  l i c e n s e d  
u n d e r  AS 08.72? a p h a rm a c i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.80? a  p h y s i c a l  
t h e r a p i s t  o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.84? a  p h y s i ­
c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.64? a  p o d i a t r i s t ?  a  p s y c h o l o g i s t  and  a  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.86; a  h o s p i t a l  a s  d e f i n e d  
i n  AS 18.20.130, i n c l u d i n g  a  g o v e m m e n ta l l y  owned o r  o p e r a t e d  h o s p i ­
t a l?  a  c o r p o r a t e  e n t i t y  c o v e r e d  u n d e r  AS 21.88.050(b)(11)? an  employee 
o f  a  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  a c t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u r s e  and  s c o p e  o f  em­
p lo ym en t  ?

* S ec . 13. AS 21.88.900 i s  amended by  a d d in g  a new p a r a g r a p h  t o  r e a d :
(18) " a c u p u n c t u r i s t "  means a  p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.06.

* S ec .  14. AS 47.17.070(9) i s  amended t o  r e a d :
(9) " p r a c t i t i o n e r  o f  t h e  h e a l i n g  a r t s "  i n c l u d e s  a c u p u n c t ­

u r i s t s ,  c h i r o p r a c t o r s ,  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t s ,  d e n t i s t s ,  h e a l t h  a i d e s ,
n u r s e s ,  n u r s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s ,  o c c u p a t i o n a l
t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s ,  o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  o s t e o p a t h s ,  n a t u r o p a t h s ,  p h y s i c a l

-9-

---------- -------------------------



t h e r a p i s t s ,  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s ,  p h y s i c i a n s ,  p h y s i c i a n ' s  
a s s i s t a n t s ,  p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e s ,  
a u d i o l o g l s t s  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.11, h e a r i n g  a i d  d e a l e r s  l i c e n s e d  
u n d e r  AS 08.55, r e l i g i o u s  h e a l i n g  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  and  s u r g e o n s ;

*  S ec .  15. INITIAL APPOINTMENTS. N o tw i th s t a n d in g  AS 08.06.010, added  
by s e c .  2 o f  t h i s  A c t ,  t h e  p e r s o n s  i n i t i a l l y  a p p o in t e d  a s  a c u p u n c t u r i s t  
members o f  t h e  Board  o f  A cu p u n c tu re  a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  h o l d  a  l i c e n s e  t o  
p r a c t i c e  a c u p u n c tu r e  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  a p p o in tm e n t ;  how ever, 
t h e y  s h a l l  b e  q u a l i f i e d  t o  r e c e i v e  a  l i c e n s e ,  u n d e r  AS 08.06.070, added  by
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T e s t im o n y  on  t h i s  b i l l  h a s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  v e r y  f ew  a c u p u n c t u r i s t s  c u r r e n t l y  
r e s i d e  i n - s t a t e  (2) a n d  t h a t  o n l y  a  few  a d d i t i o n a l  a c u p u n c t u r i s t s  a r e  
e x p e c t e d  t o  s e e k  a d m i s s i o n ,  s h o u l d  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  p a s s .  F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  
o f  t h i s  f i s c a l  n o t e ,  we h a v e  a n t i c i p a t e d  a  maximum o f  10 l i c e n s e e s .
B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s m a l l  n um b e r  o f  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  u n r e a s o n a b l e  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a  l i c e n s i n g  f e e  w h i c h  w o u ld  r e q u i r e  t h o o e  f ew  l i c e n s e e s  t o  b e a r  
t h e  e n t i r e  c o s t  o f  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  f u n c t i o n .  I n  s u c h  c a s e s ,  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  
c o s t s  m u s t  b e  s u p p l e m e n t e d  by  g e n e r a l  f u n d s  o r  o t h e r  l i c e n s i n g  f e e s .

T h e  r e v e n u e s  p r o j e c t e d  a r e  a l s o  b a s e d  on  10 l i c e n s e e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r ,  
p a y i n g  a  l i c e n s e  f e e  o f  $150 p e r  y e a r  ($300 b i e n n i a l l y ) ,  a n d  a s s u m in g  
a  g r o w th  r a t e  o f  f i v e  p r a c t i c i o n e r s  e a c h  y e a r  t h e r e a f t e r  (w h ic h  may b e  
h i g h l y  s p e c u l a t i v e ) .

p a g e of
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