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POSITION PAPER

SB 32

The Alaska Public Defender Agency and the Office of Public Advocacy are 

totally reactive agencies which provide representation to indigent persons 

when appointed by the court. These agencies do not make policy nor do they 

initiate litigation. Only proposed legislation with fiscal or program 

ramifications for these agencies can be said to have a direct agency impact. 

Thus, the Public Defender Agency and Office of Public Advocacy submit position 

papers for legislation which will affect these agencies fiscally or 

programatically or will require these agencies to litigate constitutional 
issues raised by the legislation.

Fiscal impact: ______  None See attached fiscal note X

Program impact: ______  None See analysis below X

Contitutional impact:  None See analysis below X

This bill recriminalizes the use of marijuana in the home.

This bill appears to be violative of the Alaska Supreme Court's holding in 

Ravin v. State and will certainly lead to extensive trial and appellate court 

hearings on the issue of its constitutionality.

Furthermore, in a time of declining revenues, this bill may divert costly law 

enforcement, prosecution, defense and court resources from more serious cases.
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C O N T I N U A T I O N  of FISCAL N O T E  ANALYSIS

F or Bill/Resolution No. SB32_______

This bill will recriminalize the use or possession of 
m a r i ju an a  at any location and would result in a significant 
increase in the number of prosecutions for such offenses.

The Department o f  Law has r eq uested 2.5 attorney in 
A n c h or a ge  and Fairbanks in order to enforce this statute. The 
constitu ti on al it y of the statute, w hi ch  appears to directly 
conflict w i t h  the Supreme Court's 1975 hol d in g in Raven v. S t a t e , 
will u n d ou b te dl y be tested in extensive trial and appellate court 
proceedings.

The Office of Public Advocacy requests one n e w  Att or ne y 
III p osition for Anchorage —  where the greatest number of 
prosecutions is likely to a r i s e —  and $60,000 in contractual 
funds to p ay for representation in o ther areas and for expe rt  
w itness fees n ec essary for trial proceedings.

Personal Services

A nc ho r a g e  

A t t o r n e y  III
S alary & Benefits = 63,198 63.2

L egal S ec r et ar y I
Salary & Benefits = 30,184 30.2

Subtotal Personal Services 93.4

Contractual

C ontract attorneys in rural areas
and expert w i tn esses = 60,000 60.0

Supplies

S ta ti o n a r y  & library supplies 
for two n e w  positions at
1,000 per po si t io n = 2.0

Equipment

Office furniture & equipment for
one prof e ss io na l position at 2,429
and one secretary at 6,838 9.3

Total: - „ 164.7

@
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Position Title _ . .  _ _ _  
A tt or n e y  III

1 No. of positions Range/Step
22/A

Barg. Unll ^

l ime S utui Stall Moatht 1 Location Eleclloo District
PET

' /:>!• iy'AW&:::
12 EBA -A nC ho ra ge 8

Type of Expenditure Amount
1 2 3

Salary 
IlcneflU 
Premium Pay 
Other

Total Personal Servicci

,4 _ 9 .J .4 Q  ’
1 4  . 0 5 8  _____

. 5 3 , . 1 9 9  .

Contractual
Commodities
Equipment

Utlier

1 Total Cost i 6 3 r198

Funding Source for Total Cost
federal Receipts 1002
0 . F. Motch 1003 •
General Fund 1004 63.198
l-A Receipts 1006
CIP Receipts 1061 .

Other

The An c horage OP A office pr e se nt ly  has 
3 attorney positions devot ed  to criminal 
defense. These attorneys are also h a n d­
ling several major cases o u t s i d e  the 
A nc ho r a g e  area as staff c o v e ra ge  and 
travel is mor e cost effective than 
contracting m aj or  cases to private . 
attorneys in rural areas. Current' 
caseloads indicate that these three 
attorneys cannot absorb the additional 
cases which would result from this 
legislation. It is n ec es s ar y that 
an additional attorney be added to the 
An ch or ag e staff to cover the re sultant 
increased caseload.

1 Request For 
New Position

• Aj>enny Ad mi nistration

DRU Office of Publi c  Advocacy
FY 88

Component
Page 3  of 4  
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Request For
N ew  Position

. /\genCy Administration ___________

BRU Office of Public Advocacy 

Component ______________________________
Page 4 of
Revised Dale

FY 88

Position Tllle

iliillHiiS
Type of Expenditure Amount

! 1 2 3
. . S a l a r y

Benefits
Premium Pay ’• 
Other

2 2 .0 2 0  
8 *164 . , m u s

i Total Personal Services 36 ,184
Travel
Contractual
Commodities
Equipment

No. of Positions
I.

Rsnge/Step

Location

EBA -A nc ho ra qe

Barg. Unit

Election District

30,184

Justification
•

The A n c h or ag e O P A  o ffice p re sently has 
3 legal secretary positions providing 
clerical support to 12 professional 
positions, 2 vista volunteers, a nd the 
V G A L  program. The addition of an 
att o rn ey  with a full ca seload n e c e s s i­
tates the addition of a legal secretary. 
The p r es en t ratio of 4 professionals to 
each secretary is the m a x i m u m  t h a t’ each 
secretary can handle. The additional 
w o r kl oa d crea te d by an additional attorney 
carrying a full caseload cannot be 
a bsorbed by the present secretarial staff.

Funding Source for Total Coil
Federal Recelnli 1002
O. F. Match 1003
General Fund
l-A Receipts

CIP Receipts 
Olhcr



aO R Alaska H>tate HegMature
SENATOR PAUL FISCHER, Chairman 
SENATOR JOC JOSEPHSON. Vice Chairman 
SENATOR LLOYD JONES 
SENATOR JAY KERTULLA 
SENATOR RICK HALFORD

P. O. BOX V 
ROOM 508 

STATE CAPITOL 
(907) 465-3762

S e n a te  Com m ittee on 
gea ltf), C b u c a t io n  a nb  S o c ia l  g>erbices!

Date: April 9, 1987

To: Membe r s Senate Ju di c i a r y  & Finance Committees

From: Senator Paul Fischer

Subject: R e solutions Suppor ti ng  SB 12, R e c r i m i n a l i z i n g  Ma rijuana

Fo ll ow in g pleas e find resolutions of support for SB 32 from:

A n c h o r a g e  Municipal A s s e m b l y
A n c h o r a g e  Crime Commission
A n c h o ra g e Police Department
Kiwanis Club of An ch orage
A n c h o r a g e  School District
A l as ka  A s s o c i a t i o n  of Chiefs of Police
FBI National A c a de my  A ssociates
A laska A s s o c ia ti on s of School Gover nm en ts
Al a sk an s for Drug-Free Youth
Co o k Inlet Council on A l ch ol  & Drug A bu se
Galena Polic e  Department
Galena City School District
Valdez R o t a r y  Club
City of Valdez
J u n e a u  Police Department
Central Council of Tlingit & Haida In dian Tribes 
City & Borou gh  of Sitka
Ci ty  & Borou g h of S itka Police Department
Kenai Pe ninsula Bor ou gh  School District
City of Wrangell
Wr a ng el l Police Department
P et er sb ur g General Hospital
City of Ke tc hikan
K e t c h ik a n Gateway Borough School District 
City of S axman
Boys & Girls Clubs of A l a s k a  ~ .

#



Submitted by: Assemblyman
Brad Bradley

AMENDED AND APPROVED
Prepared by: Assemblyman

Brad Bradley

For Reading: November 2 5 , 1986

AR No. 86-284

A RESOLUTION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE SUPPORTING REPEAL 
OF AS 11.71.070 AND AMENDMENT OF AS 11.71.060(a) TO MAKE 
MARIJUANA ILLEGAL_________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, Alaska is the only state in the union with a

permissive statute for personal possession of max V.U^.na, and

WHEREAS, findings of local, state and federal

authorities conclude that marijuana is detrimental to the health,

welfare and public safety of all people, and

WHEREAS, the Supreme Courts of other states and the

U.S. Supreme Court have upheld state statutes prohibiting the use

and possession of marijuana, and

WHEREAS, current Alaska state statutes are not in

conformity with federal drug enforcement laws controlling drug

abuse, and

WHEREAS, the conflict between federal and state law 

pertaining to marijuana causes unnecessary barriers for local 

police and Alaska State Troopers in protecting the public from 

drug abusers, and

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Crime Commission has for the

past three years concluded that Alaska's permissive laws on

marijuana should be repealed, and



WHEREAS, representatives of 60 Alaskan high schools at

the Alas ka  Assoc ia t io n of School Governments' Annual Fall

Conference on October 18 of this year unanimously passed a

resol u ti on  to repeal the current ma ri juana law and make the drug

in all its forms illegal in Alaska.

N O W  THEREFORE, the Anchorage Assembly resolves:

That the Governor of the State of Alaska, the Alaska
a r e

State Legislature and the Alaska Supreme Court petitio ne d to
s t a t u t o r y  a n d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n s

take immediate steps to repeal/ -AS— 14-,-74-r-Q7-£) and amend-
f o r the

3S:13^7l3llfiQta3:zm:rmakE use and po s se ss io n of ma ri j ua na  -i-i-legsdr
i n  o r d e r

in the State of Alaska/to promote the general health, welfare and 

public s afety of the citizens of Anchorage and the State of 

Alaska.

P A S S E D  AND APP R OV ED  b y  the Anchorage Assembly this 

9 t h  d a y  of ___________ D e c e m b e r____________________ , 1986.



Anchorage Chamber of Commerce
Crime Commission

February 25, 1987

Representative Terry Martin 
Alaska House of Representatives 
Pouch V
Juneau, Al aska 99811 

Dear Terry:

The Anchorage Crime Commission has endorsed the 
recriminalization of marijuana as one of its 1987 
goals. The Commission enthusias ti ca ll y supports 
your previously stated position on this issue.

The Commission's Public Opinion survey, conducted 
in the Anchorage area, indicated that there was a 
strong desire by the general public to change the 
present law.

This correspondence is to reiterate our strong 
support of this issue and request your continued 
support and endorsement of HB 55. We believe the 
passage of this legislation will be beneficial to 
Alaska and its citizenry.

We further request your support in enlisting other 
members of the State Legislature to help assure 
passage of this bill into law.

If the Anchorage Crime Commission can be of 
further assistance in this matter please contact 
me.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Harold C. Heinze 
Chairman

A Committee of the 
Anchorage Chamber 
of Commerce

4l5FStrcet 
Anchorage AK99501 
(907)272-2401



ANCHORAGE POLICE D E P A R T M E N T

4501 SOUTH BRAGAW STREET • ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99507-1599 
TELEPHONE (907) 786-8500

TONY KNOWLES 

MAYOR

RONALDL OTTE 

C H IEF

March 13 , 1987

MAR 1 8 1987
S en ator Paul F is c h e r  
Chairman, H .E .S .S . Committee 
A laska S ta te  L e g is la t u r e  
Pouch V (MS 3100)
Juneau, A laska 99811

Dear S en a tor  F is c h e r ,

The purpose  o f  t h is  l e t t e r  i s  to  in form  you  o f  our su p p ort fo r  
Senate B i l l  32 a d d r e s s in g  the r e c r im in a l iz a t io n  o f  m a riju a n a .

We b e l ie v e  th a t r e c e n t  r e s e a r ch  may in d ic a t e  th a t m arijuana is  
more o f  a h e a lth  hazard than o r i g i n a l l y  th ou g h t. We b e l ie v e  th at 
th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o f  the  S ta te  o f  A la sk a  sh ou ld  tak e  a s e r io u s  lo o k  
a t  r e c r im in a l i z a t io n  and h o ld  h e a r in g s  r e g a rd in g  i t s  p o t e n t ia l  
m ed ica l e f f e c t s  upon the p o p u la ce . In  a d d i t io n ,  we b e l ie v e  th a t 
th e  y ou th  o f  A lask a  r e c e iv e  a m ixed s ig n a l  r e g a rd in g  the 
a p p r o p r ia te n e s s  o f  drug u sage  when m arijuana i s  e s s e n t ia l l y  l e g a l  
in  th is  s t a t e .  In  a d d it io n  to  t h a t ,  we f e e l  th a t the pop u lace  
d e v e lo p s  a s c o f f  law  a t t i t u d e  when the p o s s e s s io n  o f  m arijuana i s  
l e g a l ,  but the pu rch ase o f  and t r a n s p o r ta t io n  o f  i s  i l l e g a l .

We urge th at the r e c r im in a l i z a t io n  o f  m arijuana  be brou gh t from  
the com m ittee and a d d ressed  on the f l o o r  o f  the S ta te  L e g is la t u r e .

I f  we can be o f  any fu r th e r  a s s is t a n c e  re g a rd in g  t h is  is s u e  or 
any o th e r  law en forcem en t r e la t e d  Is s u e  th a t you w ish  to  c a l l  
upon us f o r ,  f e e l  f r e e  t o  do s o .

S in c e r e ly ,

Deputy C h ie f o f  O p era tion s

D S :d l
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K i w a n i s  C l u b  o f  A n c h o r a g e

P.O. BOX 101-104 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 995*0

A n c h o r a g e  A s s e m b l y

W h e r e a s ,  it is a m a j o r  e m p h a s i s  of K i w a n i s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  to e n r i c h  

the l i v e s  of  o u r  y o u t h ,  a n d

W h e r e a s ,  the K i w a n i s  C l u b  Of A n c h o r a g e  is c u r r e n t l y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in 

a n a t i o n a l l y  p r o m o t e d  a c t i v i t y  of d r u g  a b u s e  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  

t h r o u g h  the J u s t  S a y  No  F o u n d a t i o n , a nd

W h e r e a s ,  the c u r r e n t  l a w s  in A l a s k a  do  n o t  c o n s i d e r  it a c r i m e  to p o s s e s s

c e r t a i n  c o m b i n a t i o n s  of c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e s  in  c e r t a i n  a m o u n t s ,  w h i c h

is c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e  to o u r  e f f o r t s  in the J u s t  S ay No  [to d r u g s ]  P r o g r a m ,

N o w  t h e r f o r e ,  be it r e s o l v e d  tha t  t h e  K i w a n i s  C l u b  of  A n c h o r a g e  h e r e b y  

e n c o u r a g e s  the A n c h o r a g e  M u n i c i p a l  A s s e m b l y  to a d o p t  a r e s o l u t i o n  in 

s u p p o r t  of  c h a n g i n g  o u r  s t a t u t e s  to m a k e  p o s s e s s i o n  of  a c o n t r o l l e d  

s u b s t a n c e ,  o t h e r  t h a n  b y  p r e s c r i p t i o n ,  a c r i m e .

K IV O K N iS  f c E S ©  L O T I O M .
t '



SCHOOL DISTRCT
4600 DeBarr Avenue - Anchorage. Alaska 

99504

A R E A  C O D E  907-333-9561 

2508 Blueberry Phone #276-1992

October 23, 1986

Ms. Alyce Hanley 

Representative

1024 E. 6th Ave., Suite 200 A  

Anchorage, A k  99501

Dear Rep. Hanley:

I have enclosed for your information the names of the schools that were in attendance at the 

Alaska Association of School Governments fall conference held at Dimond High school. The list 

also contains the name of the student that was designated by their school to serve as the spokes­

person on business items.

The students did finish the just say no flag and have made arrangements for the flag to be sent 

to Juneau and presented to the governor. The students also passed a resolution during their 

business meeting to support the establishment of Just say No clubs in schools, support for ad­

ditional Drug Education Programs and unanimous support for repealing the current marijuana stat­

ute for the state of Alaska. I have taken the liberty of enclosing a copy of the resolution 

for you. I think it vrould be wonderful if you would present this resolution to the house for 

the students. Likewise, if you could reconmend a senator, perhaps Jan Faiks, that would like 

to do the same in the senate, I would be interested in your recommendation.

Please let me knew if it is possible for you to present the resolution on behalf of the students.

If I can be of any further assistance to you, please let rre know.

Also for your information, the Alaska Association of Secondary School Principals passed a res­

olution for repeal of the marijuana statute. Larry Graham would be die contact person for in­

formation about that resolution.

of students &  education.

TJ:srv

cc: Dennis Johnson 

St. Dir. AASG Aw crto£A<»E. S c h o o l ,  d i s t r i c t
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Alaska Association Chiefs of Police
625 C Street • Anchorage, Alaska 99501

March 26 , 1985

Mr. G eorge N. N elson 
Anchorage Crime Commission 
415 F S t r e e t  
A nchorage, A lask a  99501

Dear Mr. N e lson ,

Our A s s o c ia t io n  con du cted  i t s  annual m eeting on March 2 2 , 1985 in  
A n ch orage .

L e g is la t io n  pending b e fo r e  the A laska S ta te  L e g is la tu r e  was ex ten ­
s i v e l y  d is c u s s e d .  The A s s o c ia t io n  has i d e n t i f i e d  s e v e r a l  p ie c e s  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n  th a t  i t  f e e l s  m erit s u p p o r t . Among th ose  b i l l s  we w i l l  be 
commenting on to  the G overnor and in d iv id u a l  l e g i s l a t o r s  are  fo u r  th a t 
we u nderstand  have been i d e n t i f i e d  as p r i o r i t y  l e g i s l a t i o n  by your 
C om m ission .

These b i l l s  a re  as f o l lo w s :

As s ta te d  p r e v io u s ly ,  th ese  b i l l s  were th orou g h ly  d is c u s s e d  by the 
A s s o c ia t io n  m em bership. The con sen su s was a d i r e c t i v e  t o  r e la y  
our s tro n g  su p p ort f o r  passage o f  the l e g i s l a t i o n .

1 u n derstan d  th a t members o f  your Commission w i l l  be g o in g  to  Juneau 
s h o r t ly  t o  meet w ith  l e g i s l a t o r s .  P lea se  f e e l  f r e e  t o  make th ose  
l e g i s l a t o r s  aware o f  our su p p ort fo r  you r l e g i s l a t i v e  p r i o r i t i e s .

I f  we can be o f  any a d d it io n a l  a s s is ta n c e  p le a s e  do n o t h e s i t a t e  to  
c o n t a c t  u s .

HB 178 C on sp iracy

HB 179 Hearsay

HB 205 J u v e n ile  W aiver

SB -i-M -3 -^  R e c r im in a l iz a t io n  o f  M arijuana

S in c e r e ly

Del Smith
S e c r e t 'a r y -T r e a s u r e r , ACOP

625 C Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501



FBI National Academy Associates
Alaska Chapter

BINA

February 9, 1987

Representative Terry Martin 

Alaska State Legislature 

P.O. Box V, State Capitol 

Juneau* AK 99811

Dear Terry:

I received your letter of February 5, 1987, concerning the

teleconference hearing on Senator Paul Fischer's bill to recrlmlnallze 

marijuana and to be held on February 18, 1987.

Unfortunately, I wil l  be out of the state, attending an Energy Security 
Conference and will be unable to personally testify. I have been very 

interested in this particular subject for a  number of years and, as you 
are aware, I served as Vice Chairman of the Anchorage Crime Commission 

in 1984-85. This subject w as one of our priorities then and it is still 
a current priority of the present Crime Commission members.

In 1985, w e  prepared an extensive review of Information developed since 

1976, w h e n  the existing law w as passed. I was rather taken back that 

the Director of the State Office of Drug and Alcohol Abuse stated that 
there bad been no n e w  scientific information gathered since 1976 which 
would support the changing of the law. Obviously, this, particular 

individual has not done the research that I have and I'm confident that 

there is substantial scientific evidence to support the health problem 
created b y  the use of marijuana.

One of the major arguments used to state that the law should remain the 

same ia the amount of manpower and commitment that would be necessary in 

order to enforce any changes in the law. In m y  opinion, this is not an 

issue— the issue is the health problem created b y  the continuous use of 

marijuana and, equally Important if not more so, the illusion it gives 

to our young people that marijuana in Alaska is legal and, therefore, 
its usage must not be harmful.

1986 Officers 
Executive Board Pat W ellington. 75th. President

President
1835 South Bragaw Street, MS 540 S 
Anchorage. Alaska 99512

Secretary
PO Box 53
Willow. Alaska 99688 
14071 49l)-6413

Dean Btvini. 90th. Vice President. South Central 

Dale Florian. 98th. Vice President. Notthetn 

Ben Neff. 94th. Vice President. Southeast 

Tutk Mayfield Hih S'l in-ntv Tn'Mitrr



Alaska Association of School Governments

RESOLUTION: ALASKA ASSOCIATION OF SCIEOL GOVERNMENTS 

FALL CONFERENCE 

D I M M )  HIGH SCHOOL 

October 18, 1986

Whereas the student leaders of Alaska recognise that there is a severe Drug and Alcohol problem 

in Alaska,

Whereas the student leaders of Alaska recognize this problem exists in the Alaskan elementary, 

junior and senior high schools,

Whereas the students believe it is necessary for them to take a united stand against Drugs and 

Alcohol,

Therefore, be it resolved that the studenLs representing the Alaska Association of School Govern­

ments (AASG), endorse the nationally kncwn "Just Say No" Drug Prevention Program

Be it further resolved the AASG students will present a  flag to Governor Sheffield to be flown 

over the capitol building that states: "Alaska Students/Just Say No" and

Be it further resolved the AASG students request the Governor and the Alaska Legislature to re­

peal the current marijuana law and make marijuana illegal in this state.

Resolution passed unanimously by 60 alaskan high schools in attendance at the AASG fall confer­

ence.

'bust* b&OaKriOH of STuD&tT 64VTS.



'r. I ViM lii i

n
.  .1

'-3 
'CTI
r a

; • f ! . i .  . !• ;•

A  S T R = v M l - : A  j

77? 0 ’ I- ior 1 ■ ■

Jun^-i i. A". h";;0|

"oh*" • • . I--*':7

A  1 ■-> I  ,
r  \  I n  . ! o

1 0 ;

'Drug-F: c-e 
Youih

Per.r ■'■i r-rs of the Juneau Board of education;

Ala-A. i- the m !y state in the A . that allows - person to posses;:. A ounces

of r ■ i luana. At the time the A ! law was changed tc allow this, marijuana
* V

was no! ansi ‘nred harmful. Since Ikon research has si,own that it has many ad- 

ver ■: »•: fects. These effects ar~ v--ry detrimental !■: youfh and their development 

and »;r--w:h.

■I:;.'

! . 
2.

W e  jr. 

use i* 

r er, *. I •.

m a r  :

: A n effects ihat are now foi wn are;

la; i ; lana arfo-ts sexual dove I '-.pmont, fertility and r.oeal functioning.

■ :C i ;uana affoccs the immure- -ivste.T, causing increased susceptibility to 

a faction.

: impairs memory, concentration, coord-nation re-ni ls in symptoms 

:.:!lod aoot iovntiona I syndrome

i ir> psychologically addictin'- as wo I I as phyr. i -r. I I y addicting, builds 

'V: r3noo and results in the noed to continue to ;so.

very concerned about the -si a I acceptability of marijuana and its prevalent

: a ska by adults anti school one children. «J' i: :i-a!' you pass the following

■ !''f; ure.'-g our public offi ia!s fc. amke the rescvS"ion of any amount of 

inn illegal - by a ! i appropr into and lawful moans.

Than/ you most sin' erely,

Bobi ;rani, Chairperson

Stifc: iiomes/ Parent;:. Against Din-r



1 u : i

Vhe: f.w;-' We, the c 11 i song *f ’.he slate ■ f .»?*»•
concerned about the pt »,v.<!<•;;t tr.,* ,uid .i: , • '  hr drug 
M ir i juana .

V'h, o r '• - j rt - Adults may now pcs-v.'ss •! c z  . of M \r i ; u-an a for their 
ovn persona i .ice ! n Lh'vt !;: a e , even Lhuuoh ; n these homes 
:nr.y r e s ! do ch i i dr n n .

Whereas- Research has demonst:a ted that Far i iuar.a usage is 
b-ocu’-1 ng more frequently in. earlier -jge groups.

Whereas- Marijuana has been found to be harmful both 
men t a I !y and physio a! !y. tr' bo addictive, to bu I id
tolerance and may be 10 t 
ago, sign! f leant i y inor- a

m o 3 more potent than !0 years 
: nr? health risks.

Whr-reas- Marijuana nan been found to Impair motor skills, 
maki ng it dang erous to operate any mechanical equipment.

Whereas Marijuana remains in the body up to 30 d a y s ,  being 
stored In the bed.y/s fat colls.

V/herear;- Marijuana Is cons id e r e d  a "gateway drug" the use of 
it introduces the "high'1 experience ,-uid ciay lead to users 
seeking stronger drugs.

Vher eas- The state o f A ! asL" a st a t u t.es per t. a i n ins t o '
M a i  j u a n a are n o t 1 n c a n f orm i t y w i t. h M .a t ; o ;: a i a n < r 
i n e r n a  t ! or,a I 1 a w n .

Whereas- The Supreme Court of Alaska has st ated that "no one 
has the right to do thing-, in thoir own homo which wil I
affect others adversely." ■*

Whereas- The Supreme- Court of Alaska further stated "when 
there Is a substantial count as to the safety of a 
substance or situation of Public Health, controls to 
obviate the danger wil! u u  »!!>/ be upheld." *

Therefore he It resolved that We t.ne c I t i bens of Alaska 
respectfully urge our public of finals in the State 
C-overm.ent Including the legislature to make the possession
of any amount of Marijuana Illegal- by all a p p r o p r 1 ate and
lawful means.

*> Reference- Pnven Case l"



Cook inlet council On Alcohol 
And Drug Abuse

"A PRIVATE NON-PROFIT CORPORATION"
M A jH -O m cE  LAKE STREET CENTER

2 8 8  W *ow Su »* l. Rev 2 0 3  P.O 8 c t  2 3 8 2

K£NAj PROFESSIONAL 6UTLOINQ H onw . A lu lu  8 8 6 0 3

p 0  00,882 4  phone:
Ksnal. Alaska 8 0 0 1 1 & ‘ t  235-8001

PHONE:

283-3858

A RESOLUTION OF THE COOK INLET COUNCIL ON ALCOHOL AND 
DRUG ABUSE OF K E N A I , ALASKA, URGING THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE 
TO REPEAL LAWS ALLOWING FOR THE PERSONAL POSSESSION AND USE 
OF MARIJUANA.

WHEREAS, the Cook Inlet Council on Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
is committed to the education, the prevention and treatment of 
drug abuse: and

WHEREAS, we believe countless lives are distorted through 
the availability and use of drugs, most particularly the lives 
of our young people; and

WHEREAS, socially responsible states are recognizing the 
need for limited access to dangerous drugs; and

WHEREAS, ’eral law mandates criminal penalties for 
possession and use of marijuana; and

WHEREAS, current Alaska statutes threaten the State of 
Alaska's eligibility for federal funds for control of narcotics:

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that laws shall be enacted in 
the State of Alaska to establish criminal penalties for the 
use and possession of marijuana.

DATED at K e n a i , Alaska, this sixteenth day of March, 1987.

COOK INLET COUNCIL ON ALCOHOL 
AMD DRUG ABUSE

Roger “Seibert, President 
Board of Directors

K e s ' , '  'Secretary' 
, Board of Directors

•Counseling • Individual, Group and Family -Referrals • Screenings Assessments

•Trainings -Consultations ‘ Court Programs 
•Employee Assistance Programs



Galena Police Department_______
P.O. Box 208 •  Galena, Alaska 99741 •  Telephone (907) 658*1303

F e b r u a r y  24, 1987

The H o n o r a b l e  T e r r y  M a r t i n  

H e s s  C o m m i t t ee  

P o u c h  V

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Re: R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of Marijuana, Senate Bill 32

D e a r  Mr. Martin:

I a m  w r i t i n g  this letter to f or mally a d v i s e  y o u  that this Department 

t h o r o u g h l y  supports the a b o v e - c a p t i o n e d  Se n a t e  bill p e r t a i n i n g to the 

r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of marijuana; a n d to a l s o  soli c i t  your support of 

the same, for the f o l l o w i n g  reasons:

First, let me b egin by s t a t i n g that p r o p e r  d r u g  a b u s e  e d u c a t i o n  is 

p r o b a b l y  one of our m ost e f fective o v e r a l l  m e a n s  of c o mbating the 

a b u s e  of c o n t r o l l e d  substances. Our Y o u t h  a n d  oth er s  are being taught 

that m a r i j u a n a  is a cont ro l l e d  sub st a n c e  w h i c h  can produce harmful 

e f f e c t s .  To c o n f u s e  this issue, the State of Alaska, first defines 

m a r i j u a n a  as a c o n t r o l l e d  substance, p u r s u a n t  to T i t l e  11 of the 

A l a s k a  S t a t u t es  (Criminal Code); an d  then, w i t h i n  the same breath of 

the law, c o nd o n e s  the p o s s e s s i o n  of up to four (4) ounces of marijuana 

by a p e r s o n  w i t h i n  their ow n  res i de n c e  for t heir own consumption. How 

a r e  our y o u t h  a n d  others suppose to r e s p o n d  to wha t  they are being 

taught, w h e n  they see others u s i n g  m a r i j u a n a  in wha t  is supp o s ed l y  a 

l a w f u l  mann e r .  This is not o n l y  co n t r a d i c ti v e ,  but also 

c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e .

S e c ondly, La w E n f o r c e m e n t has a d i f f i c u l t  enou g h  job a t t e m p t i n g  to 

d e a l  w i t h  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b stance a bu s e  w h i c h  involves those drugs that 

ar e  s t r i c t l y  illicit. To interject a d e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  l a w  into the 

C o n t r o l l e d  Sub s t a n c e Act, only serves to m a k e  their w o r k  that much 

m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  confusing. A f t er  a t t e m p t i n g  to d e a l  w i t h  the same, 

c e r t a i n  L a w  En f o r c e m e n t  factions may b e g i n  to d e v e l o p  a disin t e r e s te d  

a t t i t u d e  to wa r d  the e n f o r ce m e n t  of m a r i j u a n a  abuse, thinking if the 

S t a t e  of A l a s k a  doesn't care, why s h o u l d  we. Additionally, State 

P r o s e c u t o r s  are  j u s t ifiably less than e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  prosecuting 

c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  m a rijuana.



Final l y ,  the State of Alaska has bee n re c e i v i n g  n a t i o n w i d e  recogn i t io n  

t h r o u g h  t e l e v i s i o n talk shows w here m a r i j u a n a  is the topic of 

d i s c u s s i o n .  O n  one such show, a g uest e m p h a s i z e d  s e v e r al  times that 

m a r i j u a n a  has bee n  " L E G A LIZED" in Alaska. The word: D E C R I M I N A L I Z A T I O N " 

w a s  n e v e r  m e n t i o n e d .  That little a d v e r t i s e m e n t  s h o u l d  give our tourist 
i n d u s t r y  quite a boost.

In closing, this Depa r t m en t  will a p p r e c i a t e  a n y  effort you m ay  put 

f o r t h  in g u i d i n g  Senate Bill 32 out of c o m m i t t e e  a n d  to the f loor of 

b o t h  the S e n a t e  a nd  H ou s e  for a vote.

R e s p e c t f u l l y  Submitted,

R o b e r t  A. Harrington^ 

C h i e f  of P o l i c e

s a n / R A H



G A L E N A

(Hearijof the Interior•)

January IT*— 1.987

GALENA CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
G A L E N A , ALASKA 99741 

P H O N E  (907) 658-1205
S U P E R I N T E N D E N T ’S

O F F I C E

Representative Terry Martin 
P.0; Box V\ \
Mail Stop 3'l00 \
Juneau, Alaska 99811 \

I \ \
J \  \

Dear Representative Martin:

The Board of Education fcrYthe Galena City School District is 
appalled at the free uncontrolled flowing use of... controlled drugs 
including marijuana. \  X

> \  \  \
We are aware of\ the detrimental\ effect that drugs have-..on the
education of students who use drhgs and that schools arevheld
accountable for the learning that\should take place. Therefore,
it is very important that those negative effects on learnings'be
eliminated. \ \

J  \ \
One of the big reasons that larger and.larger numbers of students 
are failing in school is the use of drugs and marijuana.
I \  \
Our School Board strongly encourages you 'to support stricter laws 
on possession, sale\and use. Further, we Would ask for your 
'support laws that will facilitate the a r r e s E  and conviction of 

j dealers. \ \

I We appreciate your po'sitive attitude and support.
i • ’♦

\

\ Sincerely, \

Carole C. Huntington, 
Board of Education

sident

\

CCH/elb
0 6 9 / 8 7

cc: School Board Members
Galena City School District

<Sa i g w *  ■scrtoot- d i s c
r



R O TA R Y  CLUB

Fe b r u a r y  26, 1987

Sena t o r  P a u l  Fis h e r

P o u c h  V (Mail Stop 3100)

Juneau, A K  99811

Dear S e n a t o r  Fisher:

The R o t a r y  Club of Va l d e z  s u p p o r t s  the City of Valdez R e s o l u t i o n  N o . 8711 

w h i c h  urges the r e p e a l  of laws a l l o w i n g  for the p e r s o n a l  use of marijuana.

Sincerely,

P a t r i c k  M. Shely 

P r e s i d e n t  "

P.O. Bo x  307 

Valdez, A K  99686



CITY OF VALDEZ, ALAKSA

R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 8711

A  R E S O L U T I O N  OF T H E  C ITY OF V A L D E Z  U R G I N G  T H E  A L A S K A  L E G I S L A T U R E  T O  R EP E A L  

L A W S  A L L O W I N G  F O R  THE P E R S O N A L  U S E  OF MARIJUANA.

W H E REAS, the State of A l a s k a  is eligible for c e r t a i n  F e d e r a l  g r a n t s  for 

c o n t r o l  of n a rcotics; and

W H E REAS, the dan g e r o u s  and  g r i e v o u s  use of u n l a w f u l  n a r c o t i c s  threatens

the lives and w e l l - b e i n g  of m a n y  c it i z e n s  of Alaska, especi a l ly ,  o u r  y o u n g

people; and

W H E REAS, the A l a s k a  S tate St a t u t e s  a l l o w  for pe r s o n a l  p o s s e s s i o n  and  use

of amoun t s  of c o n t r a b a n d  and d a n g e r o u s  s ubstances that w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  be

i l l e g a l  u n d e r  Fede r a l  a n d  State laws; and

W H E REAS, these p e c u l i a r  p r o vi s i o n s  of State l a w  t h r eaten the State of 

A l a s k a ' s  e l i g i b i l i t y  for F e d e r al  funds for control of n a r c o ti c s ;  a n d  .

W H E R EA S ,  these p r o v i s i o n s  serve no useful purpose in a s o c i e t y  that is 

o u t r a g e d  at the s u f f e r i n g  and expe n se  caused by d r u g  abuse; and

WHERE A S ,  the right to p r i v a c y  in the home in Al a s k a  is a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  that r ight ca n  be p r o t e c t e d  by a ll owing the e x c e p t i o n  to be a 

l a w f u l l y  o b t a i n e d  s e a r c h  warrant,

NOW, THER E FO R E ,  BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the Valdez City C o u n c i l  u r g e s  the 

L e g i s l a t u r e  of the State of A l a s k a  to repeal those s ec tions of the A l a s k a  

S t a t u t e s  w h i c h  a l l o w  p e r s o n a l  .possession and use of m a r i j u a n a  a n d  s u p p o r t  

the recrirainalization of mari j u a na .

PASSED A N D  A P PR O V E D  

da y  of February, 1987.
BY T H E  C O U N CI L  O F  T H R  CTFfc-OF ..VALDEZ, -ALASKA this 17th

CITY O F  VALDEZ, A L A S K A

A T T E S T

BY:

^ o h n  T h o r p  

A c t i n g  City M a n a g e r



TITLE: "An Act relating to marijuana? and providing for
e.n effective date"

DATE: 3/4/87

B I L L  NO: HB 55

The .. Juneau Police Department is "supportive of this 
legislation.

The purpose of HB 55 is to recriminalize the possession of 
any amount of marijuana. By achieving this end a number of 
purposes will be served.

Increasingly it has been shown that the long term 
consumption of m a r i juana  poses a health hazard of serious 
consequence. A  number of medical studies substantiate this 
fact. It is n e c e ssary to reflect that the possession of any 
amount of marijuana will not be tolerated so as to reinforce 
the concept that health hazards d o  exist when marijuana is 
used. Marijuana has been targeted as the single best 
predicator of other future illegal drug use.

The present conflict that exists between current state and 
federal law tends to create confusion in the mind of the 
public. This conflict creates apathy on the part of the 
public and flies in the face of the need for consistency in 
the law. Disregard and apathy are most readily apparent in 
the minds of the young people of the community. This 
conflict also creates impediments in the discharge o f  local 
police responsibilities in addressing the problem of drug 
traffickers.

The relaxed attitude toward marijuana in Alaska creates in 
the minds of people that this is a state that condones this 
and other types of drug usage. It creates a m arked placed 
for a substance that is legal here but illegal in all other 
states.

The recriminalization of ma rijuana would not, as some 
sources are concerned, create a large scale impact on the 
criminal justice system. The primary focus is and will 
continue to be on interception, interdiction and prosecution 
of drug sources. This is a demonstrated philosophy that 
provides cost effective results for resources expended.

Michael S. Gelston 
Chief of Police 
Juneau Police Department

MSG/ps6



February 23, 1987

CENTRAL COUNCIL 
tLinqit ano haiOa inOian tribes op alaska 
320 West Willoughby Avenue • Suite 300 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Senator Paul Fisher 
Chairman, Hess Ccnmlttee 
Pouch V - M/S 3100 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

FEB 2 4 W

Dear Senator Fisher:

I am writing this letter In support of Senate Bill Nuitier 32 on the 
recrlmlnalIzatlon of marijuana.

1 believe this Bill will help stop some of the hypocrlcy Involved around the 
Issues of substance/control led substance use, whether It be In or out of a 
person's residence.

With all the problems our society suffers with the legal and socially accepted 
use of alcohol I cannot In any way accept or support the use of any other 
mind altering substance. Your support for passage of Senate Bill 32 Is needed 
and will be greatly appreciated.

If there Is anything I can personally do to assist the Hess Comnittee on this 
matter please do not hesitate tc contact me.

cc: Evelyn E. Myers, Executive Director
Representative Terry Martin

BCM:wb

TELEPHONE: 907/586-1432



City and Borough of Sitka

304 LAKE STREET. SITKA, ALASKA. 99835

March 26, 1987

Senator Paul Fischer, Chairman
Health, Education, & Social Services Comm.
Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Fischer:

Enclosed is our Resolution No. 87-341 which
urges the enactment of Senate Bill 32. Thank you for 
considering our comments on this very important 
legislation.

Sincerely yours,

Richard Anderson 
Administrator

enclosure

cc: Senator Lloyd Jones/encl.



C I T Y  A N D  B O R O U G H  O F  S I T K A

RESOLUTION NO. 87-341

A  RESOLUTION OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE 
CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA 

URGING THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE 
TO ENACT SENATE BILL 32

WHEREAS, the use of marijuana is damaging to the human mind and 

body; and

WHEREAS, marijuana represents a special danger to our children, 
our most important asset; and

WHEREAS, our society needs to express its abhorrence for the 
possession and use of this drug; and

WHEREAS, our authorities need the means to combat the possession 

and use of marijuana,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Assembly of the City and
Borough of Sitka that the Legislature of the State of Alaska is urged to
enact Senate Bill 32.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the .Assembly of the City and
Borough of Sitka, Alaska this 24th day of MARCH, 1987.



KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

RESOLUTION 86-87-9

WHEREAS, the physiological, psychological and sociological effects of 
marijuana use are well documented; and

WHEREAS, the use of this substance by some elements of the school age 
population continues to be a disruptive force; and

WHEREAS, current state statute permits possession of marijuana for 
private use which makes this substance more accessible to the school age 
population;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Kenai. Peninsula Borough School 
District Board of Education supports the recriminalization of marijuana and 
the provisions for enforcement as set forth in Senate Bill 32.

ADOPTED THIS 16th_________DAY OF MARCH, 1987.

"Debra Mullins, President
Kenai Peninsula Borough School Dist.
Board of Education

Penny Lift'tle 

Notary Public
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CITY of WRANGELL, ALASKA
INCORPORATED JUNE 15.1903

BOX 531, 99929 (907)874-2381

A D O P T E D  A U G U S T  1 0 7 *

F e b ruary 11, 1987

f
..V

I

The Honorable Steve C o wper 
G overnor of Alaska 
Pouch A
Juneau, Alaska 99801

D e a r  G o v ernor Cowper:

A t t a c h e d  hereto is a copy of the City o f  
W r a n g e l l  R esolution No. 02-87-263 u rging 
the Alaska L e g i s l a t u r e  to criminalize the 
a c t  of possession o f  m a r i j u a n a  in any 
amount.

T h e  Wrangell C i t y  C o u n c i l  respectfully r e­
que s t  your support in this matter. 'jv

Sincerely,

"*tr

■3?

Joyce Rasier rsT 
City M a nager r . ;

Attachment:

cc: • Representative T aylor 
Represen tative Su nd 
Senator Jones



CITY OF WRANGELL, A LASKA 

RESOLUTION NO. 02-87-263

A  RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CI TY OF 
WRANGELL, ALASKA, URGING THE A LASKA 
LEGISLAT URE T O  CRIMINALIZE THE ACT OF 
POSSESSI ON OF M A R I JUANA IN ANY AMOUNT.

WHEREAS, THC is the ingredient in m a r i juana that goes into 
the fatty tissues of the brain and other internal organs and 
takes thirty days to be eliminated from the body; and

WHEREAS, THC is reported to cause effects to a person that 
may r esu lt in the birth of def ormed or undersized offspring; 
and

WHEREAS, the THC content of a mari juana cigarette is as high 
as ten p e r c e n t  today as compare d to one percent ten years ago; 
and

WHEREAS, num erous psychological and physical r e a c t i o n s  r e­
sult from the use of marijuana  which impair the h e a l t h  a n d  well 
being of the public; and

WHEREAS, A l a ska' s law w h i c h  allows the p o s s e s s i o n  of c e rtain 
amounts of m a r i j u a n a  is c o n t r a r y  to the Federal Gov ernment's 
laws and the "war on drugs" being w a g e d  across the n a tion by 
Cities and States.

NOW, T H E R E FORE B E  IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE C I T Y  OF 
WRANGELL, ALASKA, that the A laska  Legislature is u rged to amend 
the law to c riminalize  the act of posses sion of m a r i j u a n a  in any 
amount in the be st interests of the public, exce pt as authori zed 
in AS 17.301. Be it further resolved that copies of this 
Resolu tion be forwarded to Governor Steve Cowper, Senator Lloyd 
Jones, Repre sentative Robin Taylor and Representative J o h n  Sund,

PASSED AND APPROVED F e b ruary 10___________________________ , 1987

i '



@

W r a n g e l l  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t

March 4 ,  1987

Se n a to r Paul F is h e r  
Hess Committee Chairman 
P .O . Box V
Ju n e a u , A la s k a  99811 (M a il Stop 3100)

Dear S e n a to r F is h e r :

On b e h a lf  o f  t h i s  departm ent and th e  concerned members o f  t h is  
com m unity, I  s in c e r e ly  urge th a t  a l l  p o s s ib le  e f f o r t s  and sup p o rt 
be a ffo rd e d  to  Senate  B i l l  3 2 , R e c r im in a l iz a t io n  o f  M a r iju a n a , 
in  o rd e r th a t  s a id  b i l l  be brought to  th e  f lo o r  o f  the  Senate  
and House fo r  a v o te .

As an A la sk a  lav/ en fo rcem ent o f f i c e r  fo r  th e  p a s t 21 y e a rs  I  can 
s t a t e  w ith o u t r e s e r v a t io n  th a t  one o f  th e  g re a te s t  e r ro r s  con- 
sumated by a l e g i s l a t i v e  body was th e  d e c r im in a l iz a t io n  o f  
m a r iju a n a . Not o n ly  i s  i t  in  v io la t io n  o f  Fe d e ra l Law , i t s  
usage among th e  yo u th  o f  t h i s  s t a te  has e s c a la te d  l i k e  a m a l­
ig n a n t g row th .

In  a l l  f r a n k n e s s , I  must s t a t e  th a t  th e  tim e  i s  long  overdue 
f o r  p o s i t iv e  a c t io n  on b e h a lf  o f  o u r e le c te d  o f f i c i a l s  to  combat 
and c o n tro l t h i s  s ta te w id e  prob lem . G ive  law  enfo rcem ent in  
th e  S ta te  o f A la sk a  th e  weapons, in  th e  form  o f  r e a l i s t i c  and 
e f f e c t iv e  la w s , and we w i l l  do our p a r t .

C h ie f  o f  P o lic e  

W GK:rrk

c c : R e p re se n ta t iv e  T e r r y  M a rt in  
Se n a to r L lo yd  Jones 
R e p re se n ta t iv e  Robin T a y lo r  
R e p re se n ta t iv e  John Sund

CITY OF WR A N G E L L .  ALASKA 

P O S T  O F F I C E  BOX 5 3 1  • W R A N G E L L .  ALASKA 9 9 9 2 9  

( 9 0 7 )  8 7 4 - 3 3 0 4
W I L L I A M  G K L E IN  

C H I E F  O F  P O L IC E  

I 0 6 T H  S E S S I O N



PETERSBURG GENERAL HOSPITAL
and Long Term Care Facility 

Phone: (907)772-4291 

P.O. Box 589

Petersburg. Alaska 99833 MAR 11 '987
M arch 5, 1987

R e p resentative Joh n Sund 

R epresen t a t i v e  Robin Taylor 

Senator Lloyd Jones 

State of Alaska 

Pouch V

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

Gentlemen:

I a p p r e c i a t e d  the o p p o r t u n i t y  of sharing dinner w it h  you and your 

spouses and talk i n g  about various legislative matte r s .

However, I did not feel i n c lined that evening to fully express 

myself on SB 32 " R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of Mari ju a n a "  but w i s h  to do so at 

this time.

To me, this issue goes be y o nd  right to priv a c y  vs. h a r m  to society.

I look at it as a h e a l t h  issue also. For this re a s o n  I support Senate 

Bill #32. I l i s tened to two hours of testimony on the m a t t e r  on Feb­

ruary 25, 1987.

I add some points that were not made in those hearings. First, 

people do have a right to p r i v ac y  in their own homes, to a point.

However, we cannot do cert ai n  things there such as c h i l d  a b u s e  or 

assault of our spouse or c r i minal acts such as murder, rape, incest, 

and other moral crimes with ou t  being arrested. I put m a r i j u a n a  in 

that category.

Second, I have a h ard time seeing marijuana a l l o w e d  in Ala=ka if

there are federal laws on the books maki n g  it a v i o l a t i o n  to possess

m a r ijuana in a n y  for m  in the Un i t e d  States. A l on g  w i t h  this, h o w  can 

an A l a s k a n c i t i z e n  have m a r i j u a n a  in their homes w i t h o u t  first breaking 

a State law in g e t t i n g  it into the home and that includes seeds to g r e w

the plants? M a r i j u a n a  in any form has to first pass thru the streets,

highways, or airways of the State, w h i c h  is against the law.

Third, you might want  to talk to some newborn care nurses in hospitals 

such as K e t c h i k a n  or Juneau who will tell you that babies w h o s e  mothers 

have been smok i n g  m a r i j u a n a  are more restless, c r y  more, a n d  have drug 

withdrawal symptoms to vary i n g  degrees. On  the o th e r  hand, they will 

testify that a n y  m o t h e r  w h o  does not drink alcohol, smoke cigarettes, do 

drugs, or smoke m a r i j u a n a  have the most healthy and best b e h a v e d  babies.



R e p r es e n t a t i v e Joh n  Sund, Robin Tay l o r  

Senator Ll?yd Jones 

Jrneau, Al a s k a

Page 2.

I believe these innocent n e wb o r n s . h a v e  a G o d - g i v e n  right to start life 

without b e i n g  in s u b je c t i o n  to p r o b l em s  created by their m o t h e r ' s  

ma r ijuana habits.

I will not repeat the m a n y  c o m m e n t s  made in the h e a r i n g s  but I did 

hear a m a j o r i t y  of tes t i m o n y  in favor of SB #32. I also b e l i e v e  that 

the m a j o r i t y  of c i t i z e ns  in P e t e r s bu r g  and Alaska support SB #32. You 

will receive or the Hess C o m m it t e e  will receive a p e t i t i o n  f rom people 

in Pete r s bu r g  w h o  support SE #32. Therefore, I solicit you r vote in 

favor of SB #32 w h e n  it reaches the floor of the legislature.

cc: /Hess C o m m i t t e e  - R e c r i m i n i l i z a t i o n  of M a r ij u a n a  

Ben G r u s s endorf, Sena t o r  

Ed M a l ew s k i  - S itka C o m m u n i t y  Hospital 

Frank S u t t o n  - Mt. E d g e c u m e  H o s pital

Incidentally, I h ave just learned that S e n a t o r  Ben G r u s s e n d o r f  may 

attempt to r e t a i n  SB #3 2 in Committee. Bluntly, that stinks an d  I resent 

an y  important l e g i s l a t i o n  be i n g  r e t a i n e d  in Committee. P o l i tically, those 

actions can hurt l egislators as the m a j o r i t y  of pe o p l e  in a d e m o c r a t i c 

society want those issues d e b a t e d  and v o t e d  upon.

Sincerely,

G a r y  W. G r a n d y  

A d m i n i s t r a t o r



CITY OF KETCHIKAN

RESOLUTION NO. 87-1490

A  RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF KETCHIKAN/ ALASKA,-SUPPORTING 
REPEAL OF A.S. 11.71.070 AND AMENDMENT OF A.S.
11.71.060(a) TO MAKE MARIJUANA ILLEGAL AND ESTABLISHING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE

^  WHEREAS, Alaska is the only state in the union with a permissive
, statute for personal possession o t m a r i j u a n a ,  and

>
 WHEREAS, findings of local, state and federal authorities conclude 
that marijuana is detrimental to the health, welfare and public 
safety of all people and of all ages, and

WHEREAS, the Supreme Courts of other states and the U.S. Supreme
Court have upheld state statutes prohibiting the use and possession 
of marijuana, and

V
 WHEREAS, current Alaska state statutes are not in conformity with 

federal drug enforcement laws control1 ing drug ab u s e , and

WHEREAS, the conflict between federal and state law pertaining to 
marijuana causes unnecessary barriers for local police and Alaska 
State Troopers in protecting the public from drug abusers, and

WHEREAS, Ketchikan Youth Services, Families in Action and other 
concerned local citizens have expressed concern over the drug abuse 
problem in the community, and

WHEREAS, representatives of sixty (60) Alaskan high schools at the 
Alaska Association of School Governments' Annual Fall Conference 
held on October 10, 1986, unanimously passed a resolution to repeal 
the current marijuana law and make the drug in all its forms 
illegal in Alaska.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
KETCHIKAN, ALASKA as follows:

Section 1. The City Council of the City of Ketchikan, Alaska
hereby petitions the Governor of the State of Alaska, the Alaska
State Legislature and the Alaska Supreme Court to take immediate 
steps to repeal statutory and constitutional protections for use 
and possession of marijuana in the State of Alaska in order to 
promote the general health, welfare and public safety of the 
citizens of Ketchikan and the State of Alaska.

Section 2. The City Clerk is hereby directed to send copies of
this resolution to Governor Cowper, Senator Jones, Representative
Taylor, Representative Sund, the Attorney General and the Alaska 
Municipal League.



Cion o / - i4:»u

Sgction .3. This resolution shall become effective immediately upon
p d S S f i ^ Q *

PASSED A N D  APPROVED this dav of
1987. “— --------- ----------------------------— '

ATTEST: Ti3"Firry7Wor

Karen Miles, CMC 
City Clerk



KETCHIKAN GATEWAY BOROUGH 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Darroll Hargraves
SUPWiynNDlNT

Resolution No. 210 
Ketchikan Gateway Borough School District

A REQUEST FOR CHANGING THE 
STATE STATUTES TO MAKE THE POSSESSION AND USE OF

MARIJUANA ILLEGAL

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska allowe legal private possession 
and use of marijuana,

WHEREAS, Alaska's present statutes regarding possession and 
use of marijuana appear to be in conflict with the laws of the 
United States, and

WWRPEAR, t h p  p r n h l  om o f  d**ug and  a l o o h o l  ahuftA i n  o u r  s o h o o l a  
and our society appears to be on the rise, and

WHEREAS, the President of the United States initiated a 
national crusade to counter the current drug problem, end

WHEREAS, many students find easy access to illegal drugs, 
particularly marijuana, and

WHEREAS, Alaska statutes present a mixed message by currently 
allowing the use and possession of marijuana in the home, and

WHEREAS, current research and medical opinion concerning 
marijuana indicates that marijuana is harmful and does present a 
serious health problem, and

WHEREAS, the utilization of marijuana possession in Alaska 
sends the message to outside suppliers that Alaska is an open 
state which condones the "personal use" of marijuana, and

WHEREAS, a show of community resolve against the legal 
possession and use of marijuana sends a message to the state 
legislature and the governor's office,

POUCH Z ■ KETCHIKAN. ALASKA 95901-3026 • (907) 225-21 IB

Kg-TctttCM SotooL- t>lST.



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Ketchikan Gateway Borough 
Calrvool DiotjE'io'fc t h o t i

1. The School District encourages and supports the reinactment 
of statutes which will recriminalize the possession of 
marijuana.

2. The School District makes this position one of public record 
so that all in the community, in other school districts, and 
across the state will understand our position that the 
present statutes in Alaska governing marijuana are not in the 
best interest of its citizens.

3. The School District requests our legislators, locally and 
across the state, to give the recriminalization of marijuana 
immediate attention during the 1st session of the 15th 
legislature so that effective July 1, 1987 the possession and 
use of marijuana will be illegal snd carry consequences.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE 
KETCHIKAN GATEWAY BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT OF KETCHIKAN, ALASKA 
THIS ______ DAY OF  , 1987.

President of the Board

Clerk-Treasurer of the Board



City of Saxman
Rt. 2, Box 1 

Saxman. Alaska 99901 
907-225-4166

C ITY  OF SAXMAN 

RESOLUTION NO. 87-01-030

A RESOLUTION OF THE C ITY  OF SAXMAN, ALASKA. SUPPORTING 
REPEAL OF A .S .  1 1 .7 1 .0 7 0  AND AMENDMENT OF A .S .
1 1 .7 1 .0 6 0 (a )  TO MAKE MARIJUANA ILLEGAL AND ESTABLISHING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, A la sk a  i s  th e  o n ly  s t a t e  in  th e  un ion w ith  a p e rm is s iv e  s ta tu te  
fo r  p e rso n a l p o s se s s io n  o f m a r iju a n a ; and

WHEREAS, f in d in g s  o f  lo c a l ,  s t a t e  and fe d e ra l a u t h o r i t ie s  co nc lud e  th a t
m a riju a n a  i s  d e tr im e n ta l to  th e  h e a lth ,  w e lfa re  and p u b lic  s a fe t y  
o f  a l l  peop le  and o f  a l l  a g e s ; and

WHEREAS, th e  Supreme C o u rts  o f  o th e r  s t a t e s  and th e  U .S . Supreme C o u rt have
upheld  s t a t e  s t a tu t e s  p ro h ib it in g  th e  use and p o sse ss io n  o f 
m a r iju a n a ; and

WHEREAS, c u r re n t  A la sk a  s t a t e  s t a tu t e s  a re  no t in  c o n fo rm ity  w ith  fe d e ra l
drug en fo rcem en t law s c o n t r o l l in g  drug ab u se ; and

WHEREAS, th e  c o n f l i c t  between fe d e ra l and s t a t e  law  p e r ta in in g  to  m a riju a n a
cau se s u n n e ce ssa ry  b a r r ie r s  f o r  lo c a l p o l ic e  and A la sk a  S ta te  
T ro o p e rs in  p ro te c t in g  th e  p u b lic  from  drug a b u se r s ; and

WHEREAS, K e tch ik a n  Youth  S e r v ic e ,  F a m il ie s  in  A c t io n  and o th e r  concerned
lo c a l c i t i z e n s  have e xp re sse d  concern  o v e r  th e  drug abuse problem 
in  th e  com m unity; and

WHEREAS, r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  s i x t y  (6 0 ) A la ska  h ig h  sch o o ls  a t  th e  A la sk a
A s s o c ia t io n  o f  Schoo l Governm ents' Annual F a l l  C on fe rence  h e ld  on 
O ctober 1 8 , 1986 , unan im ously  p a sse d 'a  r e s o lu t io n  to  re p e a l the 
c u r re n t  m a r iju a n a  law  and make the  drug in  a l l  i t s  fo rm s i l l e g a l  
in  A la s k a .



BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
O F  A L A S K A

Ma r c h  2 7 ,  1987

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r y  M a r t i n  

P.O. B ox V 

June a u  , AK 998 1 1

Oear Terry:

On b e h a l f  of Boy s  & G i r l s  C l u b s  of A l a s k a  and Its B o ard of 

D i r e c t o r s ,  I u r g e  you r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  for H o u s e  Bill 

As you are a w a r e ,  s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e  a m o n g  A l a s k a ' s  y o ung c o n­

ti nu e s  to p r e v a i l  In a l a r m i n g  n u m b e r s .  The r e c r I m I n a I  I za- 

tlon of m a r i j u a n a  Is an I m p o r t a n t  step the S t ate m u s t  take 

to b r ing t h os e  n u m b e r s  down.

B o y s  & G i r l s  C l u b s  h a v e  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  d r u g  a n d  a l c o h o l  

p r o b l e m  with t o d a y ' s  y o uth and are d e v e l o p i n g  p r o g r a m s  aimed 

at e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s e r v i c e  of  n e e d s  r e l a t e d  to s u b s t a n c e  

abuse. The S t a t e  of A l a s k a ' s  r ecr I m I n a  I Iza11 on of m a r i j u a n a  

will not o n l y  b o o s t o u r  e f f o r t s ,  but a l s o  the w o r k  of m a n y  

other a g e n c i e s ,  s c h o o l s  and p r i v a t e  b u s i n e s s e s  t h r o u g h o u t  

A l aska. Y o u r  p a r t  IcI pa t  I on Is a p p r e c i a t e d .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D a vid C h o q u e t t e  

Board M e m b e r

c c : D a v i d  G. K o l e s k y ,  P r e s i d e n t

Administrative Offices
2300 W. 36th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99517 
(907) 248-0086

O lf lc a n
O ivld O. K o latky  
P re s id e n t

C a r o t i n .  D o w lin g  

P re s id e n t-E le c t
M ic h . .I  P . C hudecke 
V.P. -  P ro p e rly  M a n a g e m e n t

Mary B a th  F in lay 
V.P. ■ P ro g ram s

B ill W oodland 

V .P .-A th le t ic s
Cynth ia M ills  
T r e a s u r e r

L aJu an a  S tra in  
S e c re ta ry

Board  o l D irectors

Peter S. Aadiand 
ElallW Andrews 
6ob Baer 
Dave Baumeisler 
Karen l  Beck 
Tom Behan 
•Carl Brady, Jr. 
David Choquetle 
William Doss 
BoObi Enloe 
Mickaei A Fiaa 
Mike Gordon 
Jack Good 
Carroll Gram 
•Gerald Gnlly 
Carolyn Guess 
Rick Hagen 
William J Holer 
Robert 0 . Jackson

George Kallas 
Hans Kruger 
Dave Kuia 
Fritz Ledbetter 
Eline Lorance 
Ken Lytngoe 
Jay Dee Martin 
Kathy Moores 
Fred Moseley 
Murphy O'Brien 
Ski Olsonoski 
Bill Parks 
•Don Patlerson 
Andrew A. Reimer 
Rick Short 
Paul K. Skogiand 
Barbara Sleckei 
Gene Zerkel

Honorary Board o l t r u it e e a
Ken Braay 
•Richard Collins 
Don Ellis
*J. Chester Gordon 
Waller J. Hickel 
Ben Humphries 
Georgo N, Nelson 
George Peirovicn 
Edward Rasmuson 
George Sullivan
ike Watdtoo 
Leo Waisn

A laska H arltaga  C lub
Standard Alaska Production Co. 
Anchorage Daily News

Eaacu tlva  Director
Richard L. Hanlin

•Past Presidents

Boys & Girls Clubs ot A laska. . .  Where kids belong.

Woodland Park Branch •  Eagle River Branch • Falrvlew School •  Kings Lake Camp • Government Hill mrvm  „
Fo u n d e d  1965 A Unit,d Way Agency



Senator Paul A. Fischer 
Senate District D 
Box 784
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 
(907) 262-9420 W 

262-9269 H

Alaska State Legislature

" t ® .

State Senate

While in Juneau

Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-3791

STUDIES & MATERIALS AVAILABLE IN SENATOR FISCHER'S OFFICE

Study/Article/Publicatio

1) Gateway Drugs

2) Presidential Newsconference 
Transcripts

3) Ravin Decision

4) Maijuana & Health

5) Clinical Toxicology 
of Cannabis

6) Clinical Syndrome of 
Marijuana Dependence

7) Attorney General Opinion 
State of Pennslyvania

8) Legislator's Survey 
on Recriminalization

9) ACLU Position Paper

10) Marijuana Study 
compliation of 19 
different studies

10a) Aircraft Accident 
Report

b) Marijuana; A Head­
master's Perspective

c) A  Whole New Ball Game

d Death On the Highways

e) Health Consequences of 
Marijuna

Date Author

1984 Robert L. DuPont Jr. M.D.

Aug, '86 Ronald Reagan

1975 Judge Rabinowitz

1982 New Egland Journal 
of Medicine

1983 Forest S. Tennant M.D.

Apr, '86 Forest S. Tennant M.D.

Nov, '86 Roy Zimmerman

Oct, '86 Anchorage Times

Feb, '87 Alaska Chapter ACLU

nov, '85 Anchorage Crime Commission

Apr, '85 National Transportation
Safety Board

Jun, '80 Various Canadian School
Principals

Mar, '82 Robert Dupont, M.D.

1981 ‘ ~. Peggy Mann, from the
Saturday Evening Post

Mar, '80 William Pollin, M.D.



Study/Article/Publication Date
Anchorage Crime Commision Report cont.

f) Retarding Reproduction Feb., '83

g) Biological Effects of Mar, '84
Marijuana

h) Why I changed My Mind ?
About Marijuna

i) Marijuana Reconsidered Feb, '84

j) Our Most Dangerous Drug 1980 ?

k) FDA's Marijuana Jun, '82
Recommendations

1) Cannabis: Adverse Jan, '80
Effects on Health

m) Respiratory Status of 74 Nov, '80
Habitual Marijuana Smokers

n) Narcotic Information 1980
Bulletin #1-80

o) Marijuana & the Brain 1980+

p) Marijuana & Reproduction 1982

q) The Marijuana Controversy 1981

r) Marijuana: The Myth of 
Harmlessness Goes up in 
Smoke

Author

Dr. Carol Smith 
An interview

Connie & Otto Moulton 
Drug Abuse Newsletter

Robert DuPont, M.D.
Listen magazine

Helen C. Jones

Dr. Harvey Powelson

Food & Drug Admistration 
Docket # 82N-0182

John B. McDonald 
Addiction Research Foundatio 
Toronto, Canada

Donald Tashkin, M.D. & 
Bertrand J. Shapiro, M.D.

Many

Robert J. Heath, M.D.

Smith & Asch, Ph.D. & M.D. 
The American Council On 
Marijuana

Carlton E. Turner, Ph.D.
The American Council On 
Marijuana

Peggy Mann,
Saturday Evening Post

11) Drug Report

12) 10 Startling Facts About 
Marijuana & Brain Damage

13) Marijuana Update

14) Minutes of Anchorage 
Municipal Assembly on 
Marijuana Resolution

Mar, '85 

1983

Mar, '87 

Dec.9, '86

Ak. Dept of Public Safety 

David Goodman, Ph.D.

Donna J. Hymes, R.N. 

Municipal Clerk



S t u d y / A r t i c l e / P u b l i c a t i o n D a te A u t h o r

15) Accomplishments of the 
National Campaign Against 
Drug Abuse

16) Bibliography of Adverse 
Effects of Marijuana, 
over 100 articles

17) Marijuana & Health,
8th Annual Report to 
Congress

18) The Purpose of Pleasure

19) Marijuana Alert

20) Marijuana & Public Health 
An Analysis of 4 Major

Sept, >84 The White House

Apr, >85 Alaskanet/Dialog Computer 
Search, File= »Medline»

1980 National Institute on
Drug Abuse

1983 Robert A. Hawley

1985 Peggy Mann

Dec, >82 Sidney Cohen, M.D.
Drug Abuse Newsletter

9
21) Various Marijuana Articles

22) Marijuana: A  Crude Drug 
with a Spectrum of Under- 
appreciated Toxicity

23) PharmAlert - Marijuana 
Effects on Spefn and 
Testosterone

24) Levels of Processing and 
Acute Effects of Marijuana 
on Memory

25) Health Questions about 
Marijuana

26) Mariuana Warnings: New 
Evidence Against the Soft 
Drug

19u0+

Apr, >84

1982

1980

1983

Sept, >80

Peggy Mann,
Saturday Evening Post & 
Readers Digest

Richard H. Schwartz

University of Maryland 
School of Pharmacy

Susan M. Bellmore 
Lorren L. Miller

U.S. House Select Committee 
Narcotics Abuse and Control

Milan Korcok
Canadian Medical Association

27) Miscellaneous Copies of Various Drug Abuse Newsletters and phamplets.

9



glassfea iS>tate legislature
SENATOR PAUL FISC H ER , C hairm an 
SENATOR JO E JO SEPH SO N , V ice Chairm an 
SENATOR LLOYD JO NES 
SENATOR JAY KERTULLA 
SENATOR RICK HALFORD

Senate Committee on 
pjealtj), education an& So c ia l g>erbices

April 9, 1987

p. o. BOX v 
ROOM 50 8  

STATE CAPITOL 
(907 ) 465 -3762

To: Senator Jay Kerttula, Chairman &
Members of Senate Judiciary Committee

From: Senator Paul Fischer

Subject: SB 32, Recriminalizing Marijuana

The Senate Health Education and Social Services Committee has held 
extensive hearings on the marijuana issue. The Committee held 
4 public hearings including 2 statewide teleconferences. A total of 
85 people testified of which 50 testified for recriminalization and 
29 against. Six people gave us their undecided philosophical 
reflections. The written testimony and POMs have been overwhelming 
in favor of recriminalization.

Throughout the course of our hearings, it became apparent that the 
first section of the bill, "Legislative Findings", was going to be 
the emphasis and heart of the bill. We must draft a law that is 
capable of persuading the Courts that the detrimental effects of 
marijuana override the Constitutional questions to the right to 
privacy laid out in the Ravin decision. IVe do not have a right to 
privacy with respect to cocaine, LSD, or heroin for obvious reasons. 
The Senate HESS Committee found, that some of these same reasons now 
apply to marijuana based upon new scientific evidence that was not 
previously available during the Ravin decision. The conclusions of 
this new evidence is listed in the first section of the bill entitled 
"Legislative Findings". Further information substantiating these 
findings can be found in an accompanying memo and reference materials 
in my office.

The CS offered by the Senate HESS Committee incorporates these new 
findings in a convincing and compelling format that will both aid in 
the bill's passage and State's defense in court if the new law should 
be challenged.

Attached please find the minutes of our Committee hearings.



SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE;
• February 18, 1987 

7:10 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Senator Paul Fischer, Chairman 
Senator Joe Josephson, Vice Chairman 
Senator Lloyd Jones

MEMBERS -ABSENT '

Senator Jay Kerttula 
Senator Rick Halford

COMMITTEE CALENDAR

SB 32: "An Act relating to marijuana? and providing for an
effective date."

WITNESS REGISTER

Nancy Kennedy, P.O. Box 621, Delta Junction 99737 
(895-4408)

Dennis Hochstetler, P.O. Box 705, Delta Junction 99737 
(895-5252)

Karl Burggraf, 1837 Yankovich, Fairbanks 99708 (479-2734)
Bill Campbell, 609 Third Street, Fairbanks 99701 

(457-5965)
Michael Graf, 215 Ina, Fairbanks 99701 (456-3367)
Lynda Adams, Box 7171, Ketchikan (225-6227)
Kati Murray, Box 870523, Wasilla 99687 (376-5063)
Bill Luttrell, BOX 873172, wasilla 99687 (376-3228)
Cheryl Hulin, SRB.2899-A, Wasilla 99687 (376-0756)
Brother Isaya, Homer
Eugene Harnett, 733 W. 4th, #670, Chugiak (694-1545)
Janice Lienhart, 3100 Mountain View Dr., Anchorage 

(337-5201)
Agnes Lovell, 7041 Debarr Road, Anchorage i
Amanda Spencer, 9565 Canton Loop, Anchorage (333-7699) i
Cheyenne Roberts, 2001 Churchill, Anchorage (272-4541)
Dan Rodey, A n c h o r a g e .
Maureen Carl, 11000 Ridgecrest, Anchorage (346-1060)
Judith Rich, 9021 Granite, Annhorage (344-7720) :
Dennis Miller, 389 Diane Lane, Soldotna (262-5183)
Peter Cannava, Box 502, Soldotna (262-4340)
Sherry Innes-Bennett, 394io Strawberry Road, Kenai 

(283-7985) -
Bob Brottmiller, Box 1501, Petersburg 99833 
Chris Hamre, 15851 Clarks, Anchorage 99516 (345-1840)
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Ron Rau, Box 3038, Sitka. 99835
Roderick Ryll, Box 185, Wrangell (874-3676)'
Carl Becker, Box 1185, Cordova 99574 (424-7466) 
Patrick Shely, Box 307, Valdez 99686 (835-4560)

PREVIOUS ACTION

See HESS minutes of 3:38 p.m. on this same date.

ACTION NARRATIVE 
TAPE ONE, SIDE ONE 
Number 000
Senator Fischer called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. 
He noted that Senator Josephson, and Jones, and Representa­
tives Ellis, Hanley, and Martin were present.

Number 034
Nancy Kennedy, Delta Junction, testified against SB 32. 
She said that the findings are incorrect, and the law would 
make more criminals. If the legislature wishes to remove 
the dangers of drug abuse in society, focus should be put 
on educating citizens on the dangers of any drug abuse.

Number 124
Representative Martin said that the findings are based on 
scientific evidence. Ms. Kennedy said that marijuana is 
here to stay, and people who use it should not be crimi­
nals.

Number 159
Karl Burggraf, Fairbanks, testified against SB 32. It 
would be better to educate adults and children on substance 
abuse through the community.

Number 207
Representative Martin asked if people are allowed to put 
anything in their bodies that they want, then is the 
government responsible for helping if they become addicted. 
Mr. Burggraf said it is the government's responsibility to 
make people aware of substance abuse.

Number 230
Lynda Adams, Ketchikan, testified in support of the bill. 
She is a member of Ketchikan Families in Action and of the 
National Federation of Parents for Drug Free Youth. She 
referenced excerpts from the Raven case and gave reasons 
for changing the law. She also shared a letter from Dr. 
Jacobson, Associate Clinical Professor of Pediatrics at the 
USC School of Medicine.

Number 393
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Ms. Adams said marijuana is a gateway drug. She. read a 
Pennsylvania attorney general's opinion.

Number 404
Senator Josephson asked if there would be other gateway 
drugs used if marijuana were criminalized.

Ms. Adams said that it is a gateway drug because people use 
it then go on to obtain their high from something else. 
Because of the liberal Alaskan laws, marijuana is readily 
accessible to youth.

Number 424
Senator Josephson asked if a jail term is necessary or 
would a monetary fine suffice. Ms. Adams replied that a 
fine, community service, or treatment program would be 
better.

Number 443
Kati Murray, a Wasilla senior in high school and ex-addict, 
gave an emotional testimony supporting recriminalization of 
marijuana.

Number 484
Brother Isaya, Homer, testified against the bill because he 
feels there are better ways to deal with substance abuse.

Number 574
Dan Rodey, Anchorage, spoke in support of the bill. He is 
a teacher for the REACH program for alcohol and drugs in 
the Anchorage School District.

Number 603
Representative Martin said that parents are role models for 
children. Mr. Rodey said that parents shouldn't say one 
thing and do another.

Number 618
Janice Lienhart, with Victims for Justice in Anchorage, 
spoke in support of the bill. She said that they cannot 
get federal funding because marijuana is legal here.
She said that drug users are attracted to Alaska.

TAPE ONE, SIDE TWO 
Number 670
Representative Martin said that there is a fiscal note from 
the Department of Law.

Number 683
Dennis Miller, Soldotna, spoke against the bill. He said 
that the present law keeps drugs out of- schools and doesn't 
turn the common man into a criminal.

Number 762
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Bob Brottmiller, Petersburg, spoke against the bill. He 
said that making marijuana illegal will not reduce the 
number of people using it just as prohibition didn't reduce 
the number of people drinking alcohol.

Number 805
Ron Rau, Sitka, testified against the bill. He read a 
letter published in the Sitka Sentinel. He said that the 
big drug problem in Alaska is alcohol, not marijuana.

Number 878
Peter Cannava, a physician on the Kenai peninsula, said he 
would like to see the bill become law because it is a 
statement to children that there are things that are 
correct to use safely and that there are other things that 
should not be used at all. He said that SB 32 clearly 
enumerates the adverse affects of marijuana. Jail terms 
are not appropriate but suggested counseling or community 
service instead.

Number 908
Cheyenne Roberts, freshman at West Anchorage High School, 
spoke in support of the bill. She said that marijuana is 
readily and easily available in the high schools.

Amanda Spencer, junior at Dimond High School, spoke for the 
bill. She was confronted with marijuana when she was ten 
years old by a nine year old drug addict who had been 
taught to use marijuana by her family. A  strong government 
should take a stand against this issue.

i

Roderick Ryll, senior at Wrangell High School, testified in 
support of the bill. He said that students who u s e  mari­
juana don't care about their attendance records or their 
g r a d e s .

Number 958
Senator Josephson said it is difficult to say that a 
student is indifferent because, he uses marijuana or vice 
versa. If there wasn't marijuana, there might still be a 
certain portion of the student body that would be indiffer­
ent.

Number 993 '
Carl Becker, Cordova,1 said that instead of recriminalizing 
marijuana, the legislature should decriminalize all drugs 
for consenting adults. There should be tougher penalties 
for distributing alcohol, tobacco, or drugs to minors and 
increased funding of educational programs.

Number 1029
Senator Fischer said there are zero fiscal notes from the 
Departments of Corrections and Public Safety.
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Number 1042
Eugene Harnett, Anchorage, testified in support of the 
bill. He said that a relaxed law creates potential for 
more availability and a market for drug dealers. He said 
that use of marijuana estranges a-child from the family.

Number 1092
Bill Luttrell, Wasilla, said that making marijuana illegal 
only serves to make the drug more alluring. He spoke on 
the THC content.

Number 1104
Patrick Shely, Valdez, President of the Alaska Chiefs of 
Police, spoke in support of the bill. His concern is that 
the bill will get stuck in committee and urged that the 
bill get to the floor for a vote. He said personal rights 
and freedoms should not be at the expense of the majority 
such as when there have to be more government programs to 
take care of the addicts.

Number 1147
Representative Martin said that there have been many 
resolutions from local groups urging the legislature to 
repeal the current marijuana law.

Number 1164
Senator Fischer said that SB 32 will not die in the Senate 
HESS committee.

Number 1168
Bill Campbell, sophomore student at Lathrop1 High School in 
Fairbanks and vice president of the Alaska Association of 
School Governments (AASG), read the "Just Say No" resolu­
tion passed by AASG last October. He said that at the 
October conference there were 450 plus students with 52 
high schools represented.

Number 1192
Judy Rich, Anchorage, testified for the recriminalization 
of marijuana for the Alaska Drug and Endangered ■ Child 
Strike Force. She said that marijuana use costs the state 
thousands of dollars while children are in McLaughlin and 
tie up the police, the courts, and probation officers,.

Number 1128 !
Cheryl Hulin, Wasilla, spoke in support of the bill.

Number 1232
Dennis Hochstetler, Delta Junction, spoke against the; b 
He listed the fiscal costs of recriminalizing marijuana

bill.

TAPE TWO, SIDE ONE 
Number 1325
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Sherry Innes-Bennett, President of the Parent Advisory 
Committee at the Kenai Junior High School, said that this 
group is in complete accord with the bill. She said that 
laws do not make people criminals? laws define criminal 
behavior.

Number 1385
Chris Hamre, Petersburg, spoke against the bill. He said 
that the findings of the bill are erroneous and made 
comments on each. He noted that Skagway rejected a resolu­
tion to recriminalize marijuana so there is not a clear 
mandate that this is still a controversial issue. He said 
that laws to prosecute pushers are already in place.

Number 1478
Maureen Carl, representative of the Anchorage Tough Love 
Group, said that the group is in total support of SB 32. 
The group members are parents of teenagers who have tremen­
dous accessibility to marijuana.

Number 509
Michael Graf, a clinical psychologist in Fairbanks, spoke 
on AIDS and teenage drug abuse. He said that 
criminalization doesn't help reduce drug abuse and that 
some of the legislative findings are inaccurate.

Number 1572
Agnes Lovell, Anchorage, urged the passage of strict laws 
against marijuana because of personal experiences she had 
at Providence Hospital and with her family.

s

Number 1665
Senator Fischer adjourned the meeting at 9:05 p.m.
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HEALTH, EDUCATION, & SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
February 18, 1987 

3:38 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Senator Paul Fischer, Chairman 
Senator Joe Josephson, Vice Chairman 
Senator Lloyd Jones

MEMBERS ABSENT

Senator Jay Kerttula 
Senator Rick Halford

COMMITTEE CALENDAR

SB 32: "An Act relating to marijuana? and providing for an
effective date."

WITNESS REGISTER

Paul Grant? ACLU? 217 Second Avenue, #204? Juneau, Alaska 
99801? 586-2701

Jim and Miriam Sumner? Alaska Foster Parent Association? 
SRB 7026? Palmer, Alaska? 745-7797

David Crosby? 44140 Blackerby? Juneau, Alaska? 780-4274

Bobi Trani? Alaskans for Drug Free Youth/Safe Homes? 7760 
Glacier Highway? Juneau, Alaska 99801? 789-2586

Holly Gray? Juneau-Douglas High School Senior

PREVIOUS ACTION^

There is no previous action on this bill.

* • i

ACTION NARRATIVE

Number 000 j
Senator Fischer called the meeting to order a t ! 3:38 p.m. 
and invited Representatives Ellis, Hanley, and Phillips to 
sit at the table. ~

Number 041
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Paul Grant, Alaska Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), spoke in 
opposition to SB 32. He said that the primary issue is the 
Alaska right to privacy as was defined b y  the Raven case in 
1975. It is ACLU's position that the medical evidence 
which formed the grounding for this decision has not 
changed significantly. He spoke on the substantial cost of 
recriminalization of marijuana.

Number 103
Senator Fischer said that there is a zero fiscal note. . Mr. 
Grant replied that there will be fiscal notes coming in 
from the Public Defender's Agency and the Office of Public 
Advocacy.

Number 121
Senator Fischer asked if use of marijuana in the home is 
illegal under federal law. Mr. Grant responded affirma­
tively.

Number 143
Senator Josephson said that there is a zero fiscal note 
because of a statement of intent that the program would not 
be vigorously enforced as to personal users.

Number 165
Mr. Grant said that the ACLU objects to the philosophy of 
making something a criminal offense without enforcement. 
He then went through the legislative findings. He said 
that Finding #1 is medically insignificant. Scientific 
evidence is to the contrary of Finding #2.

Number 248
Senator Josephson asked if there is new scientific evidence 
to suggest reconsideration of the Raven decision by the 
court. Mr. Grant said that the Raven decision was grounded 
extensively on medical evidence. He said there will be a 
heavy burden on any new legislation to overcome the fact 
finding that was done on the Raven case.

Number 277
Senator Josephson asked if it is true that the THC content 
of marijuana has increased. Mr. Grant said it may be. He 
said that the effects of marijuana are self-regulative 
because they are felt imme'diately.

Number 308
Representative Phillips asked if the committee has medical 
evident proving its Findingsr

Senator Fischer noted that in 1975, the court held that 
marijuana had a THC content of less than one percent. It 
also held that if there were a significant shift to the 
more potent substance, then its use, even privately in the 
home, could be outlawed by the legislature.
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Number 347
Mr. Grant said that the Nixon Commission in 1973 and the 
National Science Foundation in 1982 reached the same 
conclusions on marijuana.

Number 362
Representative Hanley said that nine states have right to 
privacy in their constitutions. In two states, that right 
to privacy was challenged with marijuana as the subject. 
It was not upheld in either.

Mr. Grant continued through the Findings: There is no
scientific evidence that marijuana causes mental illness, 
that there is more of a propensity for marijuana to cause 
lung cancer than cigarettes, or that THC causes deformed or 
undersized babies. He encouraged the committee to seek out 
scientific evidence.

Number 437
Senator Fischer asked if his position is the same regard­
less of the scientific evidence because of the right to 
privacy. Mr. Grant replied that government has no business 
telling adults what to put into their own bodies. However, 
he noted a decision where the Supreme Court said that the 
state could prohibit private use of cocaine in the home. 
Medical evidence of extremely harmful effects would consti­
tutionally permit regulation of private use.

Number 466
Senator Fischer asked if ACLU condones suicide. Mr. Grant 
replied that an attempt at suicide should not be a criminal 
offense? however, they do not object to state intervention 
to prevent suicide.

Number 481
Jim Sumner, Alaska Foster Parents Association, read a 
statement in support of the recriminalization of marijuana.

Number 528
Senator Fischer asked how many people in the state are 
foster parents. Mr. Sumner replied there are 150 foster 
parents with about 1000 kids in foster care.

Number 540
David Crosby, Juneau attorney, member of Juneau-Douglas 
School Board# and parent of two teenagers, urged the 
committee to recriminalize marijuana. He is not concerned 
about adult use but about the message given to teenagers. 
He noted a study by the University of Alaska that indicated 
that the use of marijuana by high school students in this 
state is roughly twice as high as it is nationally.

Number 592
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Hr. Crosby said that drug use arrests the emotional devel­
opment of a c h i l d . -

Number 609
Mr. Crosby said that the Anchorage Assembly and the 
Ketchikan Board of Education have called for the
recriminalization of marijuana. He said that the committee 
should ask all people who testify if they have children.

Number 618
Representative Phillips said that the committee must have 
medical documents to support the bill.

TAPE ONE, SIDE TWO 
Number 000
Mr. Crosby said that courts are political institutions and 
change their minds.

Number 010
Senator Josephson asked if the legislature should build a 
factual record before enacting the bill. Mr. Crosby 
responded that the medical community would give them all 
the needed facts. He also believes that the bill should be 
acted on this year because it is an issue now.

Number 066
Senator Josephson said that the problem could be addressed 
under the present law with greater enforcement.

Number 074
Representative Hanley said that it is necessary to change 
the message given to children. She said that it is the 
legislature's responsibility to disagree with the court 
when people all over the state want recriminalization.

Number 128
Senator Fischer said that it is not the legislature's 
responsibility to weigh the evidence. He noted that repre­
sentatives from sixty Alaskan high schools met and voted 
unanimously to recriminalize marijuana. legislators must 
represent these people too.

Number 153
S e n a t o r .Josephson said that the record needs to be filled 
with medical testimony. He wants to see legislative laws 
upheld in court.

Number 194 ;
Senator Fischer noted that he has medical backup and wishes 
to :have medical doctors testify.

Number 259 ' * ~-
Bobi Trani, Alaskans for Drug Free Youth and a substance 
abuse counselor in the Juneau School District, supported
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everything said by Mr. David Crosby. Because marijuana is 
legaL in homes, kids have access to- it at an early 'age. 
Kids are using it during school hours. SRA scores ; show 
regression when students use marijuana regularly. There 
are a lot of 19 year old high school seniors who can 
legally use marijuana.

There was discussion of doctors who would give testimony to 
the committee.

Number 382
Holly Gray, a senior at Juneau-Douglas High School, spoke 
on school programs against the use of marijuana. She 
mentioned the Chemical People program with Nancy Reagan. 
She said that if marijuana is bad for kids, it is also bad 
for adults.

Senator Fischer noted that the federal government says 
possession of any amount of marijuana is illegal.

Number 426
Miriam Sumner, Alaska Foster Parents Association, spoke in 
support of the bill. She described how children act under 
the influence of marijuana and said there is free access to 
marijuana. Federal money is becoming available to help 
with drug programs, but it would be hard for Alaskans to 
ask for federal money when marijuana is legal here.

Number 468
Senator Fischer adjourned the meeting.
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SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE
February 25, 1987 

7:07 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Senator Paul Fischer, Chair 
Senator Lloyd Jones

MEMBERS ABSENT

Senator Joe Josephson 
Senator Jay Kerttula 
Senator Rick Halford

COMMITTEE CALENDAR

SB 32: "An Act relating to marijuana? and providing for an 
effective date."

WITNESS REGISTER

Loree Wiltze, Anchorage, 276-1394
Tom McKeowen, Anchorage, 265-6253
Chris Hamre, 15851 Clarks Rd, Anchorage, 345-1840
Mickey Bezak, 15851 Clarks Rd, Anchorage, 345-1840
Sam Arrowood, 3605 Arctic, Anchorage, 376-4062
Stuart Bigler, 2526 Arlington Dr, Anchorage, 277-5835
Loy Bolt, 3206 Peterkin, Anchorage, 274-8280
David Massie, 2303 E. 38th, Anchorage, 563-3029
Jim Wood, 4179 Lunar, Anchorage, 333-2539
Roy Gruver, 211 South Bunn, Anchorage, 333-0905
Jackie Brauner, 4710 Mars Dr., Anchorage, 346-3649
William Gallanger, Anchorage
Dave Erlick, 2308 W. 47th, Anchorage, 243-7768 
Bob Sutter, Box 111573, Anchorage, 99511, 344-8750 
Doug Schmedlen, 3321 E. 41st, Anchorage, 99508, 563-3554 
Medo Fernandez, Box 2142, Fairbanks, 99707 
Doris Pfalmer, Box 55655, North Pole, 99705, 488-1823 
.Keith Clark, 2482 Chena Hot Springs, Fairbanks, 99712, 

488-2254
Ralph Chamblin, 2597 Lee Lane, North Pole, 99705, 488-3214 
Ray Luther, 411 "B" Street, Fairbanks, S9701, 456-7150 
Joanna Sanders, Box 337, Delta Junction, 99737, 895-5252 
Greg Whiteside, Box 845, Delta Junction, 895-4572 
Jeff Freeman, Gen. Del., Delta Junction 
North Star Willoughby, Box 76, Delta Junction, 895-5118 
Jon Norton, Box 1882, Valdez, 99686, 835.-5020 
Matthew Kinney, Box 1502, Valdez, 835-4817
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Barb Koenigs, Families in Action, Box 674, Petersburg, 
772-4757

Karen Hofstad, Box 203, Petersburg, 772-4770
Dick Hindman, Box 1431, Petersburg, 772-3552
Bob Altman, 801 Lincoln, Sitka
Lloyd Hames, Box 397, Sitka
Michael Mayo, Box 3027, Sitka
Kathleen Boehm, Box 1042, Cordova, 99574
John Mehelick, Box 965, Cordova
Cherie Leblanc, Box 1026, Cordova
John Shue, Box 1026, Cordova
Marie Middleton, Box 870862, Wasilla, 99687, 376-3367 
Betty Barker, SRD 9076, Palmer, 99645, 745-0691 
Jim Rogan, 380 N. Eklutna, Palmer 
Carol Palmer, SRA Box 6862, Palmer, 376-4177 
Aaron Belzer, Wasilla
George Dodge, Box 520427, Big Lake, 99652, 892-6333 
John Holst, Rt. 2, Box 104, Ketchikan, 225-9815 
Betty Wilson, 659 Main, Ketchikan, 225-5231 
Robb Watson, Box 8162, Ketchikan, 225-2193 
Marcia Hilley, Box 7483, Ketchikan, 225-5775 
Delores Churchill, Box 5091, Ketchikan, 225-5416 
Katherine McGee, 429 Edmond, Ketchikan, 225-5516 
Martin Jackson, Box 692, Ward Cove, 99928, 225-9726 
Frances Young, 537 Tower, Ketchikan 225-3528 
Ken Lanfield, Box 2013, Homer, 99603, 235-7663 
Jack Polster, 1506 Ocean D r . , Homer 
Jack Helgens, General Delivery, Homer

PREVIOUS ACTION

See HESS committee minutes of 2/18/87 - 3:38 and 7:10 p.m.

ACTION NARRATIVE 
TAPE ONE, SIDE ONE 
Number 000
Senator Fischer called the meeting to order.

Number 013
John Holst, principal of the high school in Ketchikan, 
spoke in support of the bill. He is concerned that the 
wrong message is being sent to teenagers.

Number 088
Betty Wilson spoke in support of the bill. She said that 
apathy is a frequent symptom of marijuana use and gave 
documentation.

Number 179
Doris Pfaimer, North Pole, spoke against the bill because 
adults should be able to smoke marijuana, in their own home.
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She suggested extremely harsh penalties for selling drugs 
and alcohol to minors.

Senator Fischer said that use of marijuana in the home is
illegal according to federal law.

Number 278
Marie Middleton, Mat-Su, testified in support of SB 32. 
She said that marijuana is a gateway drug and spoke about
her five sons who use drugs.

Number 309
Betty Barker, Palmer, supported the bill. She spoke on 
research findings of the harmful effects of marijuana.

Number 376
Jim Rogan, Palmer, spoke against the bill as he has been 
smoking it since 1975. He said that more education is 
needed in the schools.

Number 432
Senator Fischer said that schools teach the importance of 
laws. It is difficult to teach this when the state is in 
defiance of federal law. This is a double standard.

Number 444
Bud Altman, Sitka, supported of the bill because marijuana 
is a detrimental drug, more addictive than smoking.

Number 464
Lloyd Hames, Sitka, spoke in support of the bill. He said 
that according to the University of Mississippi Research 
Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences, smoking one marijuana 
cigarette today is like smoking seven, ten years ago.

Number 517
Loree Wiltze, Anchorage, supported the bill because of the 
affects marijuana smoke had on her when it filtered up to 
her apartment from the one beneath hers.

Number 592
Tom McKeowen, Anchorage Crime Commission, spoke in support 
of the bill. He said that a survey was conducted in 1986 
that showed that the Anchorage public wanted 
recriminalization of marijuana by a margin of two to one.

Number 614
Chris Hamre, Anchorage, spoke against the bill.

TAPE ONE, SIDE TWO 
Number 631
Mr. Hamre noted that public sentiment has been evenly split 
during the teleconferences. '
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Number 741
Sam Arrowood, Anchorage, opposed the bill because adults 
should be able to use marijuana in their own homes.

Number 860
Stuart Bigler, Anchorage, spoke in support of the bill and 
talked about crime problems associated with marijuana.

Number 905
Dick Hindman, Director of the Petersburg Council on Alco­
holism, spoke in support of the bill. He said that mari­
juana is usually the gateway drug; no one intends to become 
addicted to it.

Number 924
Barbara Koenigs, Families in Action, Petersburg, spoke in 
support of the bill. She said that the present law sends a 
confused message to the young.

Number 960
Karen Hofstad, Petersburg, supported the bill because of 
the children who become involved with d r u g s .

Number 972
Kathleen Boehm, Cordova, opposed the bill because of loss 
of personal freedom.

Number 1016
Joanna Sanders, Delta Junction high school student, opposes 
the use of marijuana by students but feels it should be up 
to adults to choose for themselves.

Number 1048
Greg Whiteside, Delta Junction, supported the bill because 
what adults do in the home affects what children do.

Number 1072
Ken Lanfield, Homer, spoke against the bill which he said 
will not stop people from smoking marijuana just as prohi­
bition did not stop people from drinking alcohol. Marijua­
na should be decriminalized and regulated.

Number 1109
Jack Polster, Homer, testified against the bill even though 
he does not use marijuana.

Number 1161
Jon Norton, Valdez high school student, supported 
recriminalization of marijuana because: (1) of the negative 
effect it is having on the youth of Alaska, (2) it has been 
a gateway drug, and (3) federal law prohibits its use.

Number 1185
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Robb Watson, Ketchikan Youth to Youth group, spoke for the 
bill because he was dependent on chemicals from age 13 to
26. He said that marijuana is definitely a gateway drug.

Number 1211
Marsha Hilley, Ketchikan, supported recriminalization of 
marijuana because people who are the decision makers are 
often using the drug.

Number 1256
Delores Churchill, Ketchikan, said that the use of marijua­
na affects all of society. She said that consenting adults 
do their smoking regardless of whether there are children 
present or not.

Number 1277
Medo Fernandez, Fairbanks, spoke on breaking federal law. 

Number 1282
Keith Clark, Fairbanks, opposed the bill because of the
right to privacy.

TAPE TWO, SIDE ONE 
Number 1318
Carol Palmer, Palmer, supported the bill. It should be
against the law for adults to smoke marijuana in front of 
children.

Number 1345
Aaron Belzer, Wasilla, spoke against the bill because it is 
not possible to legislate general, human conditions.

Number 1396
Jack Helgens, Homer, supported the bill but said that
cigarettes and alcohol are also gateway drugs.

Number 1424
Loy Bolt, Anchorage, supported the bill. Because of his 
work in the Department of Corrections, he has spoken with 
hundreds of drug users and every one acknowledged that the 
first drug used was marijuana.

Number 1453
David Massie, Anchorage, testified against the bill. He 
agrees with the present law.

Number 1500
Jim Wood, Anchorage, said that the individual users make a 
good case, but many of them will lead youngsters astray. 
He urged passage of SB 32.

Number 1582
Michael Mayo, Sitka, said that kids smoke because they see 
other people doing it, but kids should not be lied to.
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Number 1631
Roy Gruver, Anchorage, testified against the bill because 
of the right to privacy in the home.

Number 1701
Matthew Kinney, Valdez, opposed SB 32. Six members of his 
family smoked marijuana, got college degrees, and have had 
no ill effects. He said that he was discharged from the 
Coast Guard when THC was found in his urine.

Number 1746
Senator Fischer noted that a previous speaker indicated
that there is no conflict between federal and state law 
because state law supersedes federal law. He asked if Mr. 
Kinney brought this up when he was discharged from the 
Coast Guard. Mr. Kinney said that he let the issue drop 
with his discharge. He could have taken the issue to court 
martial but didn't because if he had been found guilty, it 
would have been placed into his record as a felony, and the 
information would have been public.

Number 1766
Katherine McGee, Ketchikan high school student, said that 
drug use in the school starts out with marijuana and 
alcohol causing students to drop, run away, and commit
suicide. Marijuana should be recriminalized.

Number 1769
Martin Jackson, Ketchikan, a recovering drug addict, spoke 
in support of the bill. He knows that marijuana-is addic­
tive because he fights it daily. The government should 
send a message to our youth that marijuana smoking is not 
OK.

Number 1814
Frances Young, the mother of Martin Jackson, spoke in
support of the bill because of the effects that marijuana
has had on her son.

Number 1835
John Shue, Cordova, opposed the bill because of the right 
to privacy.

Number 1846
Cherie LeBlanc, Cordova, said that she has a petition 
signed by over 20 people opposing the bill because of the 
right to privacy and because it would strain the judicial 
system.

Number 1855
John Mehelick, Cordova, opposed the bill. He said that pot 
smokers are generally mellow. It is the alcohol abusers 
who are violent.
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Number 1872
Senator Fischer said that the findings of the bill were 
taken from medical journals printed since 1975.

Mr. Mehelick noted that you can find prominent doctors on 
both sides of the issue.

Number 1889
Ralph Chamblin, Fairbanks, urged the legislature to pass 
the bill. He was once a marijuana smoker but now wants it 
to be illegal.

Number 1905
Ray Luther, Fairbanks, supported the bill because society 
condoned alcohol use, and now, society is high in alcohol 
abuse. The state should not condone the use of marijuana 
in the home. He said that 90% of the people in prison will 
tell you that their crimes were committed while under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs.

Number 1921
North Star Willoughby, Delta Junction, said that legisla­
tors must listen to the will of the people.

TAPE TWO, SIDE TWO 
Number 1928
Ms. Willoughby suggested the body of the bill be reworked 
to be an objective statement of fact and that marijuana 
plants should be registered with the state so they could be 
t a x e d .

Number 2057
Jeff Freeman, Delta Junction, said that if marijuana is 
made more illegal, the profit margin for dealers will go 
up. He spoke on the findings, cigarette smoking, and 
taxation.

Number 2159
Jackie Brauner, Anchorage Tough Love Group, supported the 
bill. She said that teenagers use marijuana because they 
say it must be OK to use since there is no law against 
adults using it. The double standard has to be addressed.

Number 2190
William Gallanger, Anchorage, spoke against the bill 
calling it a scare tcictic, political tool, and the finan­
cial bread and butter of the state's narcotic enforcement 
agency.

Number 2225
Dave Erlick, chairman of the Spenard Action Committee, said 
the committee should not be fooled by the personal freedom 
issue. If something is wrong, it should be wrong both in 
the home as well as outside it.
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Number 2243
Bob Sutter, Anchorage, supported the bill because adults 
have not been able to keep marijuana from children. He 
also suggested that capital punishment should be considered 
for any adult that gives chemicals, alcohol, or cigarettes 
to youth.

Number 2260
Doug Schmedlen, Anchorage, testified in support of the 
bill. Government should not allow people to continue to 
use substances that are harmful to themselves or to others.

Number 2268
Senator Fischer said that SB 32 will be passed out of the 
Senate HESS committee.

Number 2277
Mickey Bezak, Anchorage, spoke against the bill because 
there are responsible users in the state.

Number 2298
George Dodge, a Vietnam veteran from Big Lake, was adamant­
ly opposed to the bill. He said that the sponsor of the 
bill just put in certain issues to make the bill look good 
to him.

Senator Fischer said that when a bill is written, the 
sponsor will try to put the best case forward to get the 
bill passed. The hearings are to listen to other people's 
concerns about the bill.

Number 2321
Francis Young, Ketchikan, said she has been interested in 
the issue for a long time. She said that since 1982, she 
has sent brochures and pamphlets to the legislature and 
asked if those are still available.

Senator Fischer said that the problem is that not everyone 
believes the research that has been done. You can't make 
people believe. He said that he has plenty of medical 
evidence.

Senator Fischer adjourned the meeting at 9:50 p.m.
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SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE
February 27, 1987 

3:30 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Senator Paul Fischer, Chair 
Senator Joe Josephson 
Senator Jay Kerttula

MEMBERS ABSENT

Senator Lloyd Jones 
Senator Rick Halford

COMMITTEE CALENDAR

SB 122: "An Act relating to the term of office of the
student member of the Board of Regents of the University of 
Alaska? and providing for an effective date."

SB 66: "An Act relating to student loans? creating the
Alaska Student Loan Corporation? and providing for an 
effective date."

SR 10: "Establishing a Senate Special Committee on AIDS
P revention."

SB 32: "An Act relating to marijuana? and providing for an
effective date."

WITNESS REGISTER

Senator Jim Duncan, Box V, Juneau, 99811 
Lance Bowsley, Student Regent, Juneau 
Representative Terry Martin, Box V, Juneau, 99811

PREVIOUS ACTION

SB 66: See committee minutes of February 25, 1987.

SR 10: See committee minutes of February 25, 1987.

SB 32: See committee minutes of February 18 and 25, 1987.

ACTION NARRATIVE 
TAPE ONE, SIDE ONE 
Number 000
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Senator Fischer called the meeting to order and opened the 
public hearing on SB 122.

Number Oil
Senator Duncan, sponsor of SB 122, said that the bill 
clarifies the term of the student regent. At present, the 
term begins in February which does not coincide with the 
semester school schedule which begins in January. The bill 
amends the term to match the student's schedule.

Number 059
Senator Kerttula said that by the time the student regent 
gets used to the job, the term is over. Senator Duncan 
agreed that two years is not long enough.

Number 078
Lance Bowsley, Juneau student regent, said that with this 
bill, there would be one or two months of overlap so that 
the incoming and outgoing student regents would have time 
to work together. The Student Leadership Conference was 
also in favor of the bill.

Number 108
Senator Fischer closed the public hearing on SB 122.

Senator Kerttula moved that SB 122 be passed ett of commit­
tee with individual recommendations. It was so moved.

Number 117
Senator Fischer brought SR 10 before the committee.

Senator Josephson moved that SR 10 be passed out of commit­
tee with individual recommendations. It was so moved.

Number 129
Senator Fischer brought SB 66 before the committee.

Senator Kerttula: You have the exact amendment on your
desk, but I would move on page 14, line 23, to remove that 
default position. Do we have the exact structure? The
150%, we wish removed.

Senator Josephson: I just came from the Fost Secondary
Commission today and this was discussed. The House Finance 
Committee had the same language which was deleted because 
it is not workable. It has the effect of making community 
colleges ineligible.

Senator Kerttula: Mr. Chairman, it would just be to remove
all of the lines 21, 22, and 23, and the period, all item
4. I'd make that motion.

Senator Fischer: Any discussion?
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Senator Josephson: There would have to be a period on line
20 after study.

Senator Fischer: We have the bill before us as amended.

Senator Josephson: Move the bill.

Senator Fischer: Any objections? So be it.

There was a discussion of the next week's bills 

Number 204
Senator Fischer said that Representative Martin would read 
documents on marijuana into the record.

Number 249
Representative Martin said that he felt it would be proper 
to read documentation into the record on marijuana and the 
effects that it has that are different from 1975. He said 
that one of the most important ones is: "Marijuana and
Health" by the Institute of Medicine, Division of Health 
Sciences Policy dated 1982. It documents problems 
discovered since 1975.

Senator Kerttula asked if different varieties have been 
developed that provide more of this chemical substance or 
are the methods of growing different now. He was told by a 
horticulturist that there is not enough heat to grow the 
plants outdoors in Alaska and develop the THC content.

Number 282
Representative Martin recommended the "1984 Annual Drug 
Report to the Alaska Legislature" from the state troopers 
and Public Health Department. He said that aerial surveys 
are done to detect greenhouses growing marijuana.

Number 359
Senator Kerttula said that the growing should be stopped. 

Number 367
Representative Martin said the next report is produced by 
the Anchorage Chamber of Commerce Crime Commission dated 
November, 1985. This is an in depth study on marijuana. 
They have shown the physical harm to the fetus as well as 
the sex cells.

The state troopers report and the crime commission study 
include human health, welfare and public safety issues. 
There is a direct relationship between marijuana and drug 
use and crime.

Representative Martin entered a number of documents showing 
public support from various police departments throughout 
the state. The Anchorage Assembly had a hearing last fall
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where 39 people gave testimony. There were many people 
there to ask the legislature, through the assembly, to 
repeal the permissive laws. It is important to note that 
people are asking the legislature to say no to drugs.

Number 435
Senator Fischer said that there was a two hour statewide 
public testimony on February 18th in the afternoon, two 
hours that evening, and three hours on February 25th. The 
committee was kept busy for a total of 7 hours.

Representative Martin said that the scientific information 
as well as the public testimony will be weighed by the 
Supreme Court judges. He said that many people in every 
community are asking their local school boards and assem­
blies to pass resolutions requesting the legislature to 
change the law.

Number 446
Representative Martin again referred to the Anchorage Crime 
Commission did a survey of opinions on marijuana. Over 62 
percent of those interviewed want the laws changed. He 
submitted editorials from the Juneau Empire and the Anchor­
age Times in support of repeal of the marijuana law. There 
was also a special report on "Marijuana and the Unborn 
Child" done in the Journal of Better Living in 1984.

Number 462
Senator Fischer asked if that study shows the adverse 
affects of the child in the womb. Representative Martin 
said that it does and it shows that THC crosses the 
placenta.

He showed a quick reference chart from a pharmaceutical 
firm showing the affects of marijuana on the heart, eyes, 
brains, and childbirth.

Representative Martin said that marijuana should be illegal 
in the private home because government ends up having to 
pay the bills. People demand their freedom, and after they 
get hooked on the drugs, they ask for health centers.

A  Report to Congress from the Secretary of the Department 
of Health and Human services called "Drug Abuse Research" 
dated January, 1984, was quoted: "Although in earlier
years, confiscated marijuana rarely averaged above .5% THC, 
more recent samples grown in this country and abroad, 
average about 4%." Some samples exceed 10%. This also 
confirms the report by the Department of Public Safety.

Number 506
Representative Martin said that in the February 22nd issue 
of We A l a s k a n s , there is an ^rticle showing that children 
are being used and victimized.

5

SENATE HESS 4 2/27/87



Another report is "Marijuana and Health," eighth annual 
report to the U.S. Congress from the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, 1980.

Senator Fischer asked if it specifically tells where there 
are health hazards involved with marijuana. Representative 
Martin responded that it speaks to reproductive problems, 
psychological problems, acute affects, long range affects, 
etc. Most users do not know these things are happening.

Another report was "Marijuana and Health," the ninth report 
to the U.S. Congress from the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, 1982. A special report done by the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services by the Public 
Health Service, ".For Parents Only: What you need to know
about marijuana."

There are many reports l "Marijuana" by the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse. Another pamphlet produced by 
the Department of Health and Human Services, 1984,. "For 
Kids Only, and What you should know about Marijuana."

Representative Martin listed another group of reports:

Readers D i g e s t . "Marijuana Look #3, Devastation of the 
Personality through Marijuana."

Good jjgusekeepinq. "How I got my daughter to stop smoking

He submitted other small reports to the committee:

A  detailed report in the New Alaskan newspaper included two 
special editions on drugs in Southeast Alaska in 1 9 8 2 . ^  
There was an editorial done by the Ketchikan Daily News. 
Kiwanis Clubs all oyer the state have made "Just Say No" a 
statewide project. There was a letter from President 
Reagan to all legislators saying what they are going to do 
on a national level. The War on Drug papers describes 
what Congress has passed, spd what is available for educa­
tion, law enforcement, etc.

Number 611
Representative Martin introduced a paper that reviewed what 
happened in the Raven case. It is a reminder that we 
need to emphasize compelling state interest in prohibiting 
the use of marijuana sufficient to outweigh an individual's 
right to privacy. With all of these reports, we have more 
than enough background to show that we are passing a law 
that the people want. The Supreme Court will be convinced 
by the scientific information.

Last year, the Department of Law had 'to  defend the state 
and refuse permission to a prisoner to smoke marijuana in
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the jail. The prisoner had contested that the jail was 
going to be his home; therefore, he should have the right 
to use marijuana. In that case, the court said that since 
it is a controlled substance, the individual would- not be 
permitted to have it in j a i L ^ v e n  though it would be his 
home for the next five years.

TAPE ONE, SIDE TWO 
Number 000
Representative Martin presented a House Research report 
done in March of 1986 2p n  the problems of the 
criminalization of marijuana. Of the students responding 
to a questionnaire, 50% had tried marijuana. A  survey of 
high school students done in 1971, four years before 
decriminalization, found that 24% had tried marijuana. We 
are giving the wrong message to the students.

Number 024
One report came from the FBI National Academy Associates 
dated February 5, 1987: "If we do nothing more than stamp
out the false illusion by recriminalization of marijuana, 
then in my personal and professional opinion, we have done 
a great service to the younq people of our state and to 
those who are coming along."

Number 049
There is also a summary of the speech by Senator Frank 
Murkowski requesting the state to do something about the 
marijuana law.

There are papers from the Association of School Govern­
ments, the Cities of Saxman, Wrangell, Ketchikan, Anchor­
age, Valdez, the Galena and K e t chika^ School Districts 
asking for repeal of the marijuana law.

Another report, dated February 18, 1985, is from the
Communicable Disease Center: "Based on scientific evidence
published to date, the public health service has concluded 
that marijuana has a broad ra'.ge of psychological and 
biological effects, many of which are dangerous and harmful 
to health. Marijuana use is a h i  public health problem 
in the United States. The Pub* r. u alth Service review of 
the health consequences of marijuana support the major 
conclusion of the National Academy of Science Institutes of 
Medicine. What little we know for certain about the 
effects of marijuana on human health, and all that we 
suspect, justifies serious national concerns."

The last report is, "Research 31, The Marijuana Research 
Findings of 1980."

Number 139
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Senator Fischer said that the reports would become part 
the record and adjourned the meeting at 4:15 p.m.
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS

1. Institute of Medicine, Division of Health Sciences 

Policy. Marijuana and Health. 1982.

2. State Troopers and Public Health Department. Annual 

Drug Report to the Alaska Legislature. 1984.

3. Anchorage Crime Commission. Marijuana Study. 1985.

Harold Heinze, Chairman of the Anchorage Crime Commis­

sion. Letter dated 2/25/87.

4. Robert A. Harrington, Chief of Galena Police Depart­

ment. Letter dated 2/24/87.

Brent C. Moody, Village Public Safety Officer. Letter 

to Senator Paul Fischer.

Central Council, Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of 

Alaska. Letter dated 2/23/87.

D. A. Anslinger, III, Chief of Ketchikan Police Depart­

ment. Letter dated 2/24/87.
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5. Municipality of Anchorage, Anchorage Assembly. Resolu­

tion.

6. Dalterio, Dr. Susan L. "Marijuana and the Unborn." 

Listen, a Journal of Better Living. 1984.

7. Spence, W.R., M.D. Marijuana and Its Effects. March, 

1985.

8. Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Servic­

es. Drug Abuse and Drug Abuse Research: The First in a

Series of Triennial Reports to Congress. 1984.

9. McCoy, Kathleen. "Scared Straight." We Alaskans.

February, 1987.

10. Secretary of Health and Human Services. Marijuana and 

Health: Eighth Annual Report to the U.S. Congress. 1980.

11. Secretary of Health and Human Services. Marijuana and 

Health: Ninth Annual Report to the U.S. Congress. 1982.

12. National Institute on Drug Abuse, Department of Health 

and Human Services. For Parents Only: What you need to

know about marijuana. 1981.
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13. National Institute on Drug Abuse, Department of Health 

and Human Services. Marijuana: Just Sav No.

14. National Institute on Drug Abuse, Department of Health 

and Human Services. For Kids Onlv: What vou should know

about marijuana.

15. Mann, Peggy. "Marijuana Alert III: The Devastation

of Personality." Readers Digest. December, 1981.

16. Bromwell, Susan. "How I got my Daughter to Stop

Smoking Pot." Good Housekeeping. March, 1979.

17. "Drugs: Use and Abuse in the Southern Panhandle."

New Alaskan. September, 1983.

"Drugs: Use and Abuse in the Southern Panhandle."

New Alaskan. January and February, 1982.

18. Editorial from Ketchikan Daily News. Anchorage Times.

Konet, Bob. Letter to the Editor. Ketchikan Daily 

News. 2/6/84.

19. Kiwanis Club of Anchorage. Resolution.
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20. Reagan, President. The White House. Office of the 

Press Secretary. Remarks bv the President. 8/4/86.

21. The War on Drug Abuse

22. Continuation of Fiscal Note Analysis for HB 55.

23. Alaska Court of Appeals. Marijuana is a controlled 

substance: State v. Resek.

24. Jennings, Mary. Effects of the Decriminalization of 

Marijuana. March, 1986.

25. FBI National Academy Associates, Alaska Chapter. 

Letter to Representative Martin from Pat Wellington, 

President. 2/9/87.

26. Congressional Delegation Request.

27. City of Saxon. City of Wrangell. City of Ketchikan. 

City of Valdez. Ketchikan Gateway Borough School District. 

Galena City School District. Alaska Association of School 

Governments.

28. National Institute on Drug Abuse, Department of Health 

and Human Services. Research 31: Marijuana Research 

Findings. June, 1980.
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others:

National Institute of Justice, U.S. Department of Justice. 

Drug Use and Pretrial Crime in the District of Columbia. 

October, 1984.

Konet, Bob. Letter to Walt Furnace. Ward Cove. 2/18/85.

Smith, Carol, Dr. "Retarding Reproduction: How marijuana 

users impair their sexuality and fertility." Listen. 

February, 1983.

Committees of Correspondence. "Nipping marijuana in the

bud: A comparison of paraquat, the herbicide, with

Cannabis, nature's toxic plant." Drug Abuse Newsletter.

Adams, Robert. Letter to all House members. 4/30/84.

Burrell, Sharon. Letter to Joe Hayes. 4/16/84.

Committees of Correspondence. "A Straight Pitch about

Marijuana." Junior League of Dallas. 1982.

Committees of Correspondence. "What Parents Must Learn

about Marijuana."
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Mann, Peggy. "Death on the Highways: Driving on Drink and

Pot." Published in Families, a Reader's D i g e s t  P u b l i c a t i o n  

condensed from The Saturday Evening Post. 1981.
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P. O. BOX V 
ROOM 506 

STATE CAPITOL 
(907) 465-3762

REFERENCES FOR LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS TO CS SB 32 (HESS) 

Subsection (a)

1. Marijuana and Health, Institute of Medicine, National Academy 
Press, 1982. Page 10

2. Institute, page 20.

3. Institute, page 26

4. original (original bill finding, see House Research Report #87.158)

5. original

6. Institute, page 16. Also, conversation with officials at state 
crime lao.

7. Conversation with crime lab officials.

8. original

9. original

10. original

11. original

12. original

13. original

14. 21 U.S.C. 812.

©  Subsection (b)

1. Essentially a conclusion

2. "Patterns of Drug Use: Community Survey", Center for Alcohol and 
Addiction Studies, UAA; Benard Segal, Ph.D., editor? 1983. Also 
"Patterns of Drug Use: School Survey", same publisher and editor.

&la£fea !?tate Hegtslature
SENATOR PAUL FISCHER. Chairman 
SENATOR JOE JOSEPHSON, Vice Chairman 
SENATOR LLOYD JONES 
SENATOR JAY KERTULLA 
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Senate Committee on 
^e a lt i) , Ctrucation anb So c ia l &erbice£



3. Same as 2.

4. Conversation with Teresa Johnson, Anchorage School District, March 
1987. Includes elements of a legislative conclusion and finding.

5. Conclusion.

6. A  conclusion

Consult the attached House Research Agency report dated February 27, 
1987 for those items marked as being from the original bill.



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

RESEARCH AGENCY

P.O. Box Y, SiaieCapitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811-3100 

Mail Slop 3100 

(907) 465-3991

Fe b ru a ry  27 , 1987

MEMORANDUM

TO: R e p re s e n ta t iv e  T e r r y  M a rt in

ATTN: John M anley

FROM: Pene lope Weyhrauch
L e g is la t i v e  A n a ly s

R E : F in d in g s  on M a r iju a n a  (House B i l l  55 )
R e sea rch  Request 87 .1 5 8

You asked  us to  s u b s ta n t ia te  th e  f in d in g s  on m a riju a n a  in c lu d e d  in  House 
B i l l  55 . I  have add ressed  each o f  th e  f in d in g s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  b i l l  w ith  
th e  most a p p lic a b le  re se a rc h  a v a i la b le  to  me. W herever p o s s ib le , I  have 
p re sen ted  th e  re se a rc h  w ith o u t p a ra p h ra s in g  i t .  Fo r t h i s  re a so n , th e  
memorandum may no t read  sm o o th ly . As you re q u e s te d , I  have no t in c lu d e d  
any re se a rc h  w h ich  d is p u te s  th e  f in d in g s  s e t  o u t in  th e  b i l l .

1 . D e lta -9 - te tra h y d ro c a n n a b in o l (T H C ), th e  m in d - a lte r in g  in g re d ie n t  in
m a r iju a n a , i s  no t s o lu b le  in  w a te r , b u t goes in to  th e  f a t t y  t i s s u e s
o f  th e  b r a in ,  t e s t i c l e s ,  o v a r ie s ,  and o th e r  in te r n a l o rg a n s , and
ta k e s  30 d ays to  be e lim in a te d  from  th e  body.

A c c o rd in g  to  D r . W .D .M . P a to n , P ro fe s s o r  o f  Pharm acology a t  O xford
U n iv e r s i t y ,  " th e  v a r io u s  can n ab in o id  su b s ta n ce s  are  h ig h ly  s o lu b le  in  f a t ,  
b u t have  a lo w  s o l u b i l i t y  in  w a t e r " .  O ther re se a rc h  shows th a t  
"TH C --the  p r in c ip a l  p sy c h o a c t iv e  in g re d ie n t  o f  m a r i ju a n a . . .te n d s  to  accumu­
la t e  in  th e  b ra in  and gonads and o th e r  f a t t y  t i s s u e s . . "  L

G e o rg e  K . R u s s e l l ,  "M arihuana Today--A C o m p ila tio n  o f  M ed ica l F in d in g s  
fo r  th e  Laym an," p . 45 .

^ Senator E a s t la n d , CL.virman o f  th e  In t e r n a l S e c u r it y  Subcom m ittee o f  the  
U n ite d  S ta te s  S e n a te , May 1974, sum m ariz ing te s t im o n y  g ive n  b e fo re  th e  
Subcom m ittee . Quoted in  "M arihuana T o d a y " , .p . 14.



Representative Martin
February 27, 1987
Page 2

Research  com pleted by the  N a tio n a l I n s t i t u t e  on Drug Abuse shows th a t  THC 
ten d s to  rem ain  fo r  long  p e r io d s  o f  tim e  in  f a t t y  t i s s u e s .  F iv e  days a f t e r  
a s in g le  in je c t io n  o f  THC, 20 p e rce n t o f  th e  THC rem a ins s io re d  in  body 
f a t s .  Com plete e l im in a t io n  o f  a s in g le  dose can ta k e  30 d a ys .

2. The buildup of THC in the body causes the user to smoke more
marijuana to achieve the desired high and may result in loss of
sleep, appetite, initiative, as well as moodiness and depression.

S tu d ie s  in d ic a te  th a t  a to le ra n c e  to  THC can d e ve lo p , when in c re a s in g  doses 
o f  a drug a re  re q u ire d  to  produce th e  same e f f e c t . 4 " I t  appears now,
both in  a n im a ls  and in  humans, th a t  to le ra n c e  d eve lo p s q u ite  r a p id ly  to  
many o f  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  THC. The more fre q u e n t th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  and the  
h ig h e r  th e  dose th e  more r a p id ly  i t  d e v e lo p s , bu t even s u b je c t s  smoking as 
l i t t l e  as one m a r iju a n a  c ig a r e t t e  p e r day in  a la b o ra to r y  experim en t
d em o nstra te  to le ra n c e  on some b e h a v io ra l and p h y s io lo g ic  d im e n s io n s ."5

To m a in ta in  c o n s ta n t b lood le v e l s  o f  THC, h e a lth y  s u b je c t s  were g ive n  doses 
o f  th e  o ra l e q u iv a le n t  o f  s e v e ra l m a riju a n a  c ig a r e t t e s  a d a y . W ith in  hours 
a f t e r  th e  l a s t  dose o f  THC, s u b je c t s  showed " i r r i t a b i l i t y ,  r e s t le s s n e s s ,  
d ecreased  a p p e t it e ,  s le e p  d is tu rb a n c e s , sw e a t in g , tre m o r, nau sea , vo m itin g  
and d ia r r h e a . " 5

3 . It is possible for a human being to overdose from the use of 
marijuana especially if it is used in conjunction with alcohol, 
because it increases the effects of alcohol.

"We have found t h a t . . .b e h a v io r s  a re  l in k e d  b e h a v io rs , so th a t  th e  consump­
t io n  o f  any su b s ta n ce , l i c i t  o r i l l i c i t ,  i s  p o s i t i v e ly  c o r re la te d  w ith  an 
in c re a se d  consum ption o f  a l l  o th e r  s u b s ta n c e s ." 7 "T a k in g  th e  to t a l  o f 
an im al and human re s e a rc h , s im u ltan e o u s use o f  both a lc o h o l and m a riju an a

^ "M a r i ju a n a  R e s e a rc h  F in d in g s :  1 9 8 0 ,"  Research  Monograph S e r ie s  3 1 .
N a tio n a l I n s t i t u t e  on Drug Abuse, U .S . Departm ent o f  H e a lth  and Human 
S e r v ic e s ,  p . 57 .

^ "M a r iju a n a  T o d a y ,"  pp. 73 - 74 .

5 "M a r iju a n a  R esearch  F in d in g s : 1 9 8 0 ,"  p . 74 .

5nM a r iju a n a  R esearch  F in d in g s : 1 9 8 0 ,"  p . 75 . See a ls o  "M a r iju a n a  and 
H e a lt h ,"  R ep o rt o f  a S tudy by a Committee o f  th e  In s t i t u t e  o f M e d ic in e , 
D iv is io n  o f  H e a lth  S c ie n c e s  P o l ic y ,  1982, p . 27 .

7R .L  DuPont, te s t im o n y  b e fo re  th e  Senate  Subcom m ittee on In te r n a l S e c u r­
i t y ,  May 1975, r e f .  90 , pp. 461-471 . Quoted In  "M a r iju a n a  T o d a y ,"  p . 16.
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t y p ic a l ly  has more profound e f f e c t  than the use of e i th e r  a lo n e ."8 "From 
the evidence i t  can be sa id  th a t  these two psychochemicals add to the 
e f f e c t s  o f each other. This i s  common ' s t r e e t '  knowledge, and i t  i s  con­
firmed in the laborato ry . The degree o f in to x ic a t io n  i s  increased , and i t  
l a s t s  longer . This means tha t  behavior and psychomotor function ing are more 
im pa ired ."51

4. The THC content o f a marijuana c ig a r e t t e  10 y ea r s  ago was one 
percent, but i t  i s  as high as 10 percent per c ig a r e t te  today.

"The marijuana used today i s  many t im e s - - f iv e  to ten t im e s- - s t ronge r  than 
in  the 6 0 s .  At the beginning o f the drug movement, marijuana with THC 
content as low as .02 to .5  percent was commonly a v a i la b le  and marijuana 
w ith two percent THC was considered ' r e a l  good g r a s s . '  Now confiscated  
marijuana analyzed in government la b o ra to r ie s  has been found to have THC 
content as high as 14 p e rcen t ." 10

" 'S t r e e t '  marijuana has increased markedly in  potency over the past f iv e  
y e a r s .  Confiscated m a te r ia ls  in  1975 r a r e ly  exceeded one percent THC 
content. By 1979, samples as high as f i v e  percent THC content were 
common. 'Hash o i l , '  a marijuana ex trac t  unava i lab le  a decade ago, has been
found to have a THC content as high as 28 percent, with more typ ica l
samples analyzed..by U n ive rs ity  o f M is s i s s ip p i  chemists ranging from 15 to 
20 percent THC."11

5. M ar i ju an a  c a u se s  s c h i z o p h r e n ia ,  i l l u s i o n s ,  and h a l lu c in a t io n s ,  
in c lud ing  a d u l l in g  o f  the sen se s ,  c re a t in g  the p o s s i b i l i t y  tha t the 
u ser i s  unable to respond to body s i g n a l s ,  such a s  pain*

"The acute anx ie ty  react ion  that may occur during marijuana in tox ica t ion  
can include paranoid d e lu s io n s , . . .  a f u l l  blown acute to x ic  psychosis with 
lo s s  o f contact with r e a l i t y ,  d e lu s io n s ,  h a l l u c in a t io n s . . .  These acute
reac t ion s  seem to occur most frequen tly  in  in d iv id u a ls  who are under
s t r e s s ,  depressed, or have a h is to ry  of sch izophren ia . 2

8 "Marijuana Research F ind ings: 1980 ,"  pp. 38, and 170.

9S idney  Cohen, M.D., and P h y l l i s  J .  L e s s in ,  "Marijuana and Alcohol," 
American Council fo r  Drug Education. 1982, p. 21.

10Helen C. Jones, "On Marijuana Reconsidered," Executive Health . Volume 
10, Number 5 , February, 1984.

^ "M ar i ju an a  Research F ind ings: 1980 ,"  p. 2.

12"M arijuana  Research F in d in g s : 1980," pp. 71-72. See a lso  "M arijuana
and H e a lth ,"  p. 126.
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One re searcher described a h igher do se -re la ted  phase o f cannabis in to x ic a ­
t ion  as " . . . t h e  appearance of d e lu s io n s ,  l a b i l e  emotions, p a r t ic u la r ly  
anx ie ty , decreased impulse control and,- a t  the h ighe st doses, profound 
sensory i l l u s i o n s  and h a l lu c in a t io n s . " 13 Dr. H arr is  I s b e l l ,  w it1 the 
Un ivers ity  o f  Kentucky Medical Center, confirmed these f in d in g s ,  s t . t i n g  
t h a t  " . . . t h e  d a ta  in  our exper im en ts  d e f i n i t e l y  ind ica te  that the 
psychotom im etic  (capable o f  inducing a lte red  s t a t e s  of consc iousness) 
e f f e c t s  of THC are dependent on dosage and tha t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  high does can 
cau se  p sycho t ic  reac t ion s in  any in d iv id u a l . "  Dr. I s b e l l  c l a s s i f i e d  
cannabis among the h a l lu c in o g en s .14

One r e p o r t  s t a t e d  t h a t  " . . . a c u t e  p s y c h o t ic  b eh av io r  re sem b lin g  
s c h i z o p h r e n ic  p s y c h o s i s . . . "  had been repo rted .15 Another sa id  tha t 
" S u f f ic ie n t  c l i n i c a l  information i s  a v a i la b le  to recommend ahsdinence fo r 
sch izoph ren ic s  in rem iss ion , because of the danger o f r e l a p s e . " 15

6 . Although i t  may take a heavy c ig a r e t t e  smoker a s  long as 20 years 
to  develop lung cancer, one marijuana c ig a r e t t e  a day may cause lung 
cancer in  th ree  y e a r s .

"Recent c l i n i c a l  evidence and f in d in g s  from severa l research  labo ra to r ie s  
demonstrate th a t  cannabis in h a la t io n  may have se r io u s ly  damaging e f f e c t s  on 
human lung t i s s u e . . .  The damage i s  descr ibed as 'p re -can ce rou s . '  The 
c a u s t ic  and i r r i t a t i n g  e f f e c t s  of cannabis smoke are we ll known to u se r s , 
and recent work has shown th a t  ' l i k e  t a r  from tobacco c ig a r e t t e s ,  re e fe r  
t a r  i s  carc inogen ic  when painted onto mouse s k i n /  Benzopyrene, a potent 
carc inogen ic  agent, i s  50 percent more concentrated in the s.mpke o f mari­
juana than smoke from v a r i e t i e s  of high t a r  Kentucky tobacco." '1'

Dr. Cec ile  Leuchtenberger o f the Sw iss I n s t i t u t e  fo r  Experimental Cancer 
Research exposed small portions o f exc ised  mouse lung t i s s u e  to standard­
ized  pu ffs  o f marijuana. She summarized her work by s t a t in g :  "The observa­
t io n s  th a t  marihuana c ig a r e t t e  smoke s t im u la te s  i r r e g u la r  growth in the 
r e s p i r a t o r y  system which resembles c lo s e ly  precancerous le s io n s  would 
ind ica te  tha t  long-term inh a la t io n  o f marijuana c ig a r e t t e  smoke may e ith e r  
d i r e c t ly  evoke lung cancer or may a t  l e a s t  contr ibu te  to the development o f 
lung c a n c e r . ®

13"Marijuana Research F ind ings: 1980 ,"  p. 62.

^ "M ar i ju an a  Today," p. 24.

15Robert 6 . Heath, M.D., "Marijuana and the B ra in ,"  The American Council 
on Marijuana and Other Psychoactive Drugs, 1981, p. 6.

16 "Drug Abuse and Drug Abuse R e se a r c h ,"  The f i r s t  in a Se r ie s  of 
T r ienn ia l Reports to Congress, Department o f Health and Human Se rv ice s , 
1984, p. 77.

17"Marijuana Today," pp. 54 - 55.

18"Marijuana Today," pp. 55 - 56 .
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"According to re searchers at the American Health Foundation, marijuana 
smoke conta in s 50 percent more cancer-producing hydrocarbons than tobacco 
sm oke ." iy  F u r th e r ,  " . . .a b n o rm a l i t ie s  sugge st ive  of cancerous le s io n s  
have been recorded. 0

7 . THC a f f e c t s  eggs , sperm, sexual hormones, and the development o f  a 
f e t u s ,  and marijuana use may r e s u l t  in  deformed or undersized 
o f f sp r in g .

"S tud ies have shown that THC accumulates in the ovar ie s  of the female, 
where i t  w i l l  k i l l  and in ju re  eggs" and th a t  a . . s i g n i f i c a n t  decrease in 
sperm concentration and to ta l  sperm count o ccu r s . Il?1 "This e f f e c t  i s  
apparently accompanied by a dec line  in sperm m o t i l i t y  and an in crease  in 
abnormal sperm forms."u

"S tud ies w ith laboratory  animals c le a r ly  show tha t  the crude drug marijuana 
and T H C .. . in h ib it  sec re t ion  of the p i t u i t a r y  hormones, lu t e in i z in g  hormone 
and f o l l i c l e  s t im u la t in g  hormone as well as p ro la c t in .  These changes in 
p i t u i t a r y  hormone le v e l s  produce decreases in  sex s te ro id  hormones and 
cause d is rup t ion  o f ovu lation and spermatogenesis. With chronic drug use,
d is rup t ion  o f sex accessory organs ( e . g . ,  u terus and vagina in the female; 
p r o s t a t e  .g land  and sem ina l v e s i c l e s  in  the  male) has a l s o  been
observed.

Other s tu d ie s  show that " . . . t h e  r i s k s  of pregnancy lo s s  and other adverse 
e f f e c t s  on the fe tu s  are increased by marijuana u s e . . . s i g n i f i c a n t  changes 
co n s is ten t  .with re ta rda t ion  of fe t a l  growth and development have been
observed.

"Low maternal weight ga in  during pregnancy, maternal i l l n e s s e s  during 
p regnancy , and c ig a r e t t e  and marijuana smoking during pregnancy were
c o n s i s t e n t l y  r e l a t e d  to  adverse  fe ta l  development. Women who used 
marijuana during pregnancy de livered  in fa n t s  with s i g n i f i c a n t l y  sm a lle r

19"0n Marijuana Reconsidered," p. 2.

^ "M a r i ju an a  and Health ," p. 63. See a lso  "E f fe c t s  o f Long Term Marijuana 
Use", p. 156, and, "Marijuana and Health ,"  pp. 3 , and 62.

^ "M a r i ju a n a , "  Narcotic Information B u l le t in ,  No.1 -80 , p. 2.

2^Carol Grace Smith, Ph.D. and Ricardo H. Asch, M.D., "Marijuana and 
Reproduction," the American Council fo r  Drug Education, 1982, pp. 16, 17.

^ "M a r i ju an a  and Reproduction," p. 7.

^ "M a r i ju an a  and Reproduction", p. 8.
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b ir th  weight, body length and head circumference, as well as in fa n t s  who 
were f i v e  times more l i k e l y  to have fea tu re s  compatible with the fe ta l  
alcohol syndrome."20

"In  males, marijuana has been found temporarily to lower te sto ste rone , the 
p r in c ip a l male sex hormone, decrease sperm count, cause abnorm alit ie s in 
the sp e rm .. . In  women, a study of marijuana users done at the Masters and 
Johnson I n s t i t u t e  found th a t  the drug d isrupted the menstrual c y c le . . .A t  
the U n ive rs ity  of C a l i fo rn ia ,  Davis , Dr. Ethel Sassenrath , on exposing 
pregnant rhesus monkeys (who have a reproductive system s im i la r  to humans), 
to  THC in doses equal to one or two marijuana c ig a r e t t e s  a day fo r  humans, 
found s i g n i f i c a n t l y  lower weight ga in s  during pregnancy and 40 percent of 
th e  conceptions ending in m isca rr iage s , fe ta l  deaths, s t i l l b i r t h s ,  or 
in fa n t  deaths sho r t ly  a f t e r  b i r t h . "

8 .  Other phys ica l reac t ion s to marijuana inc lude i r r e v e r s ib le  changes 
in  th e  b r a in ,  s i n u s i t i s ,  p h a r y n g i t i s ,  b r o n c h i t i s ,  emphysema, 
increased heart r a te ,  and decreased blood c i r c u la t io n .

One study s ta ted  that "The f in d in g s  reported here ind ica te  that exposure to 
. . .T H C . . .a t  doses commensurate with those used by human marijuana smokers, 
produces permanent changes in J ira in  function and struc tu re  of monkeys, a 
subhuman primate c lo se  to man."2b

Testimony on t h i s  sub jec t before the Senate Subcommittee on Interna l 
S e cu r ity  was summarized by f ind ing  tha t: "1 )  Chronic cannabis smoking can 
produce s i n u s i t i s ,  p h a ryn g it is ,  b ro n ch it is ,  emphysema and other re sp ira to ry  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  in a year or l e s s ,  as opposed to ten or twenty years of 
c ig a r e t t e  smoking to produce s im i la r  complications; and 2) Cannabis smoke, 
o r c an n ab is  smoke mixed with (tobacco) c ig a re t te  smoke, i s  f a r  more 
damaging to lung t i s s u e  than tobacco smoke a lo n e ." 27

"There i s  good evidence to show that marijuana in crease s  the work of the 
h ea r t ,  u su a l ly  by r a i s in g  heart ra te  and in some persons, by r a i s in g  blood 
p r e s s u r e . " 20

o r

“ "Marijuana and Reproduction," p. 16, 17.

26Robert G. Heath, M.D., "Marijuana and the B ra in ,"  The American Council 
on Marijuana and Other Psychoactive Drugs, In c . ,  1981, p. 10.

27"Marijuana Today," p. 14. See a lso  "Marijuana and Health ," p. 60.

2® "M arijuana and H e a lth ,"  p. 3 .


