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substance. [Section 3, subsection (c)(6), page 3, lines 
2-3.]

6. The applicant must not have been convicted of driving 
while intoxicated within two years or must not have been 
convicted of multiple DWI's. [Section 3, subsection (d), 
page 3, lines 8-12.]

7. The applicant must bear the cost of background checks. 
[Section 3, subsection (f), page 3, lines 18-23.]

II. ■ Sectional Analysis

Section 1 establishes a school bus driver training course under 
the Department of Education and requires that department to 
establish the course in coordination with the Department of 
Public Safety. AS 14.07.020(a), copy enclosed, is the statute 
delineating the duties of the Department of Education.

Section 2 deletes the existing authority of the Department of 
Public Safety to regulate licensing of school bus drivers.

Section 3 adds a new section governing licensing of school bus 
drivers. It sets forth specific licensing requirements and lists 
specific criminal convictions that would prevent licensing.

(a) requires school bus license before driving school bus 
allowed.

(b) requirements before issuing license; applicant must:
be of minimum age (19), have had a valid license for at 
least one year before date of application, have passed 
driving, written, and physical examinations, have 
submitted information for national and state background 
checks, and lias completed driver training course.

(c) listing of criminal offenses for which license can be 
denied. (Taken from 13 AAC 08.010(5).)

(d) DWI section.

(e) relating to state or out-of-state convictions.

(f) applicant pays for background checks.

Section 4 effective date section.
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SIDE-BY-SIDE COMPARISON OF 

KB 409 & CSHB 409(TRSP)

Page,
Line(s)

HB 409 

Bill Language Page,
Line(s)

CSKE 409(TRSP)

Bill Language

Page 1, 
Lines 9-12

Page 2, (5) has successfully
Lines completed a background
12-14 check consisting of a

fingerprint check of state 
criminal record of the 
state or states in which 
the applicant has resided 
for the past too years;

Page 2, (6) has completed a state
Lines approved school bus driver
15-17 training course or has for

the previous too years 
been licensed by the state 
to operate a school bus.

Page 2,
Lines
13-16

Page 2,
Lines
17-19

Section 1. AS 
14.07.020(a) is amended by 
adding a new paragraph to 
read; (14) establish, in 
coordination with the 
Department of Public 
Safety, a school bus 
driver training course..

(4) has submitted 
information sufficient to 
complete a background 
check consisting of a 
fingerprint check of 
national criminal records 
and state criminal records 
of the state or states in 
which the appiicantlias 
resided for the past two 
years;

(5) has completed a state 
approved school bus driver 
training course 
established under AS
14.07.020(a)(14) or lias 
for the previous too vears 
been licensed by the state 
to operate a school bus.



Page 3,
Lines
11-15

Page 3,
Lines
9-10

Page 3, 
Line 17

(e) For purposes of Page 3,
determining whether an Lines
applicant has been 13-17
convicted of an offense 
listed tinder (c) of this 
section, a conviction 
under prior state law' or 
in another jurisdiction of 
an offense having elements 
substantially similar to 
those of the offenses 
listed in (c) of this 
section is considered a 
conviction.

...for driving while Page 3,
intoxicated within 20 Lines
years of the time of 11-12
application.

...(b)(4) and (5) of this Page 3, 
section... Line 19

(e) For purposes of 
determining whether an 
applicant has been 
com ted of an offense 
listed under (c) or (d) of 
this section, a conviction 
under prior state law or 
in another jurisdiction of 
an offense having elements 
substantially similar to 
those of the offenses 
listed in (c) or (d) of 
this section is considered 
a conviction.

...for driving while 
intoxicated within 10 
years of the time oF~ 
application.

...(b)(4) [and (5)] of 
this section...

Page 3, Sec. 3. This Act takes Page 3,
Line 22 effect September 1, 1985. Line 24

Sec. 4. This Act takes 
effect September 1, 1987.
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BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P U B L IC  S A F E T Y P.O. BOX 20
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99B02-C020

D l  V I S I O N  O F  M O T O R  V E H I C L E S PHONE: (907)465-2650

January 29, 1986

The Honorable Bette Cato 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Re: CS HB 409 (Transportation)

Dear Representative Cato:

At the hearing yesterday you asked for confirmation in writing of the 
procedure to be followed by DMV concerning the licensing ot school bus 
drivers pending the results of a fingerprint search.

If the applicant has satisfactorily completed the requirements for 
issuance of a school bus license, including submission of fingerprints, 
we will issue that person the license. If the results of the finger­
print search reflect the person is ineligible due to a conviction 
outlined in AS 28.15.046(c) or (d), the school bus license will be 

cancelled with notice being sent to the licensee, and the school 
district where the person is driving. This is the procedure currently 
being used (we began notifying school districts in May, 1985), and it 
has nat_ created any problems. — This is also .the procedure used if the 
licensee is convicted of an unqualifying offense during the school 
year. The authority for cancelling the school bus license is AS 
28.15.161.

The above procedure will work more smoothly than issuing a temporary 
permit pending outcome of the fingerprint search. From past experi­
ence, FBI fingerprint searches were conducted until October 1, 1981, 
the number of permits required to be cancelled will be very minimal. 
Also, wTe have little control over the time period necessary to conduct 

the search, and by use of the above procedure we will not be required 
to issue a new temporary permit if the search results are not received 
by the date the first temporary expires.

I would be happy to discuss this procedure with you if you have any 
further questions.

Sincerely

Chief of Driver Services

BB :ns
cc: Representative Shuli...
bcc: Representative Jenkins



BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R  

January 27, 19b6

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION GOLDBELTPLACE 
801 WEST IOth STREET 
POUCHF
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811

MEMORANDUM

TO: The Honorable Roger Jenkins 
Alaska State Legislature 
House Representatives

 Waynolds, Jr., Commissioner
Departmjmt-ef Education

SUBJECT: HB 409 - School Bus Driver Training

FROM: Harold

Enclosed per your request is information concerning the school uus driver 
training program that the Department of Education would administer 
pursuant to Section 2 (b) (6>’'0f House Bill 4U9.

Enclosure

cc: Romayne Ke.reen

* Section 1 (page 1, lines 9-12) of CSHB 409(TRSP)
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HB 409 
Section 2 ( ) (6)*

S U M M A R Y  OF  PROP O S E D  S C H O O L  BUS DRI V E R  TRAI N I N G  PROGRAM

1. Standardization of School Bus Driver Training

The Department of Education will develop a recommended school bus driver 
training program. This program will include guidelines for classroom 
curriculum as well as benind-tne-wheel techniques and topics. This 
recommended program will be made available to districts as the foundation 
for local training plans.

Local districts will then be required to develop school bus driver 
training plans and submit them to the Department of Education (DOE) for 
approval. Working from tne DOE model curriculum, local districts and 
their private contractors can adjust their training programs to reflect 
the needs of their particular area. For example, a plan from Anchorage 
would place more empnasis on inner city driving than would a plan from 
Dillingham. Successful completion of a DOE approved training plan will 
become a requirement for receiving a school bus driver's license.

2. Certification of School Bus Driver Instructors

In addition to the deveiopement of a model driver training program, the . 
DOE will design and operate a certification program for school bus driver 
instructors. Persons responsible for the instruction of school bus 
drivers will be required to gain certification througn this instructors' 
class. The DOE will offer this program 2-3 times per year after the 
initial training of the driver instructors in the state. Instructors 
will be taught topics such as class presentation skills, class 
Reparation, and use of AV materials, in addition to tne DOE recommenced 
driver training curriculum.

3. Increased Licensing Requirements

Requirements for school d u s  driver licensing will be changed to reflect 
the state emphasis on proper training. Prior to issuance of a scnool bus 
driver's license, the Division of Motor Vehicles will require proof that:

a. The applicant successfully completed a DOE approved school bus 
driver training class; and

b. The class completed was taught by a DOE certified driver 
instructor.

In addition, prior to license renewal, an applicant must show proof of 
having received a required amount of inservice or refresher training.

* Section 1 (page 1, lines 9-12) of CSHB 409(TRSP).



School Bus Driver T r a i n i n g  Program

Page Two

The Department of Education will work with the Division of Motor Vehicles 
in establishing procedures for verification and documentation of approved 
training plans and instructor certification.

4. Program Activities

Contingent upon available funding, the Department of Education will 
accomplish the following activities:

a. Manuals will be developed for school ous drivers and school bus 
driver training instructors.

b. Workshops will oe conducted to train school ous drivers in safe 
driving practices, and to train driver training instructors in 
teacning techniques.

e. Workunops will be conducted to assist school district admini­
strators in identifying school bus driver training needs, and 
development of annual training plans for meeting local needs.

d. Workshops will oe conducted for driver licensing examiners in 
how to give effective road tests in school buses to evaluate 
driver performance.

e. Training materials such as oooklets, video cassettes, and films . 
will De developea or purchased.

f. Reporting forms and procedures to certify that training 
requirements were, met will be developed.

g. Inservice training of school bus drivers will be conducted.

n. On-site monitoring and review of training programs will be
conducted.

5. Examples of Subject Matter for Workshops to Train School Bus 
Driver Training Instructors ana Scr.ool Bus Drivers

a. Subject matter for the two above categories will overlap, and 
will include, but not oe limited to, the following:

(1) Student Loading and Unloading Procedures
(2) Student Rider Procedures
(3) Safety and Emergency Procedures
(4) First Aid
(5) Defensive Driving
(6) Driving Skills



School Bus Driver Training Program

Page T hree

(7) Pre-Trip Inspection
(8) The Exceptional Child
(9) Student Management
(10) Driver's Role and Responsibilities
(11) State Rules and Regulations
(12) District Rules and Regulations
(13) Bus Components
(14) Field Trips
(15) Public Relations

d .  In addition to the above, the curriculum for the Driver Training 
Instructor will include the following:

(1) Setting up a Classroom
(2) Proper Classroom Procedures
(3) Instructor Qualities
(4) Lesson Planning
(5) Four Step Instruction Process: preparation; presentation;

application; evaluation
(6) Teaching Techniques:

(a) creating positive teaching environment
(b) motivating students to learn
(c) provide learning resources
(d) guiding students on subject matter

(7) Practice Teaching
(8) Proper and Effective Use of Teacning U d s

976UM



§ 14.07.020 E d u c a t io n § 14.07.020
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Chapter 07. Administration of Public Schools. .
A rtic le
1. Department o f Education (§§ 14 .07 .020 ,14 .07 .058 )

Article 1. Department of Education.
Section
20. Duties o f the department
58. A laska School Activities Association

Sec. 14.07.020. Duties of the department, (a) The department 
shall

(1) exercise general supervision over the public schools of the state 
except the University of Alaska;

(2) study the conditions and needs of the public schools of the state 
and adopt or recommend plans for the improvement of the public 
schools;
(3) provide advisory and consultative services to all public school 

governing bodies and personnel;
(4) prescribe by regulation a minimum course of study for the 

public schools;
(5) establish, in coordination with the Department of Health and 

Social Services, a program for the continuing education of children 
who are held in detention facilities in the state during the period of 
detention;

(6) accredit those public schools which meet accreditation standards 
prescribed by regulation by the department; these regulations shall be 
adopted by the department and presented to the legislature during the 
first 10 days of any regular session, and become effective 45 days after 
presentation or at the end of the session, whichever is earlier, unless 
disapproved by a reso'ution concurred in by a majority of the members 
ofeach house:

(7) prescribe by regulation, after consultation with the state fire 
marshal and the state sanitarian, standards in addition to the 
requirements of AS 18.15.145 that will assure healthful and safe 
conditions in the public and private schools of the state including a 
requirement of physical examinations and immunizations in pre- 
elementary schools; the standards for private schools may not be more 
stringent than those for public schools;

(8) exercise general supervision over pre-elementary schools that 
receive direct state or federal funding;

(9) provide accredited elementary and secondary correspondence 
study programs available to any Alaskan through a centralized office 
of correspondence study;

(10) accredit private schools which request accreditation and which 
meet accreditation standards prescribed by regulation by the depart­

3



§ 14.07.058 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  S u p p le m e n t  § 14.07.058

m ent; nothing in this paragraph authorizes the department to require 
religious or other private schools to be licensed;

(11) review plans for construction of new public elementary and 
secondary schools and for additions to and major rehabilitation of 
existing public elem entary and secondary schools and, in accordance 
with regulations adopted by the department, determine and approve 
the extent of eligibility for state aid of a school construction project 
begun after Ju ly  1, 1978; for the purposes of this paragraph, "plans" 
include educational specifications, schematic designs, and final con­
tract documents;

(12) provide educational opportunities in the areas of vocational 
education and training, basic education, and fire-service training to 
individuals over 16 years of age who are no longer attending school;

(13) adm inister the grants awarded under AS 14.11.020.
(b) In this section "pre-elem entary school” means a school for 

children ages three through five years if  the school’s primary function 
is educational. (§ 1 ch 98 SLA 1966; am § 2 ch 69 SLA 1971; am § 6 
ch 104 SLA  1971; am § 1 ch 190 SLA 1975; am § 6 ch 50 SLA 1977; 
am §§ 1-3 ch 126 SLA 1978; am § 10 ch 147 SLA 197S; am § 1 ch 86 
SLA 1979; am § 24 ch 59 SLA 1982; am §§ 1, 2 ch 92 SLA 1982; am 
§ 2 ch 11 SLA  1984; am § 1 ch 32 SLA 1984)

E ffe c t o f  am endm ents. —  The firs t and private prc-elemcntary schools and
1984 amendment designated the previ- over the educational component o f
ously undesignated introductory language nurseries as defined in AS 47.35.080(4);
as subsection (a ) and added subsection (b l. pre-elementary schools in this paragraph
The 1984 amendment also, in subsection means schools for children ages three
(a), substituted "state fire marshal and through five years when the school's pri-
the state san itarian" fo r "Department o f mary function is educational"; and, in
Health and Social Services" and inserted paragraph (10), deleted "elementary and
"including a requirement o f physical ex- secondary" following "accredit private"
aminatior.s and immunizations in pre-ele- and added "nothing in this paragraph
mentary schools”  in paragraph (7); in authorizes the department to require rcli-
paragraph (8 ), deleted "In  cooperation gious or other private schools to be li-
with the Department o f Health and Social censed" at the end.
Services" at the beginning and substi- The second 1984 amendment inserted 
tuted "pre-elementary schools that receive "in addition to the requirements o f AS
direct state o r federal funding" fo r "public 18.15.145" in paragraph (7).

S e c . 14.07.058. A la sk a  Sch o o l A ctiv ities A ssocia tion , (a) There 
is created within the Department of Education the Alaska School 
Activities Association.

(b) The purposes of the association are to provide for the efficient 
governing of interscholastic activities through the promotion of those 
activities and other interschool contests or programs sanctioned by 
the association and to assist in the promotion of those other activities 
and interests as it may from time to time elect.

4
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§ 28.15.041 M otok  V e h ic l e s § 28.15.051
(8) who is required under ch. 20 of this title to furnish proof of 

financial responsibility and who has not done so. (§ 19 ch 178 SLA 
1978)

N O TES  TO  D E C IS IO N S

S tated  in Comr.erciai Fisheries Entry 2011 (F ile  No. 4464), 606 P.2d 1255 (1980). 
Comm’n v. Apohedak, Sup. Ct. Op. No.

C o lla te ra l re ferences. — 5 Am. Jur.,
Automobiles, § 151.

Sec. 28.15.041. Classification of drivers’ licenses, (a) The com­
missioner shall provide by regulation for the classification of drivers’ 
licenses. The regulations shall specify license classifications which are 
reasonably necessary for the safe operation of the various types, sizes 
and combinations of motor vehicles. The regulations shall also estab­
lish medical standards, standards of driving conduct and proficiency, 
and other standards governing the issuance, renewal, or denial of these 
licenses. The department may examine each applicant to determine his 
qualifications according to the class of license applied for, and upon 
issuing a driver’s license the department shall indicate on the license 
the classification for which an applicant for a license has qualified by 
examination. The regulations and any subsequent modifications under 
this section become effective only if approved by a concurrent resolu­
tion adopted by a majority vote of each house of the legislature.

(b) No person may drive a school bus transporting school children, 
or a bus transporting school-age children or another motor vehicle 
when in use for the transportation of persons for compensation until he 
has applied for and has been issued a license for that purpose under (a) 
of this section. The department may not issue a license under this 
subsection unless the applicant is at least 19 years of age, has had at 
least one year of driving experience, and the department is satisfied as 
to the applicant’s good character, competence and fitness to be licensed; 
nor may the department issue the license until proper application has 
been made and all required driving, written, and physical examina­
tions have been successfully completed. A license issued under this 
subsection expires on September 1 of the year following issuance. 
Application for renewal may be made by submitting to the department 
the results of a current physical examination and paying the required 
fee. (§ 19 ch 178 SLA 1978)

Sec. 28.15.051. Instruction permit, temporary driver’s license 
and special driver’s perm it (a) Except as provided in (b) of this 
section, a person who is at least 14 years of age may apply to the

56

§ 28.15.051
department for ar 
applicant has sue 
5 81 of this chapt. 
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Register 93. April 1985 PUBLIC SAFETY 13 A A C  06.060
13 A A C  08.C10

C 13 AAC 06.060. PERIODIC INSPECTION 
REQUIRED. Annulled under AS 44.62.320, 
passed 5/26/76.
13 AAC 06.070. OFFICIAL INSPECTION 

STATIONS. Annulled under AS 44.62.320, 
passed 5/26/76.
13 AAC 06.080. DISPLAY OF CERTIFICATE 

OF INSPECTION. Annulled under AS 
44.62.320, passed 5/26/76.
13 AAC 06.090. PROHIBITED PRACTICES,

(a) No person may perform repairs or 
adjustments upon a vehicle that are not in 
accord with acceptable or customary repair 
practices or not in accordance with the 
provisions of this title or applicable statutes.

Article
1.

2.

3.

6.

CHAPTER 08. 
DRIVER LICENSING AND 
SAFETY RESPONSIBILITY

School Bus Driver Permit
(13 AAC 08.005-13 AAC 08.060)
Safety Responsibility
(13 AAC 08.075-13 AAC 08.110)
Classified Driver’s Licenses
(13 AAC 08.140-13 AAC 0S.160)
Traffic Violations Demerit Point System
(13 AAC 08.210-13 AAC 0S.290)
Standards for Licensing of Drivers
(13 AAC 08.310-13 AAC 08.400)
Mandatory Auto Insurance
(13 AAC 08.410-13 AAC0S.440)

ARTICLE 1.
(b) No person may willfully conceal or 

misrepresent the identity or condition of a
SCHOOL BUS DRIVER PERMIT

vehicle, nor make a false or misleading statement Section
or present false evidence in connection with the 05. Application of regulations
inspection, repair, or adjustment of a vehicle. 10. Denial of permit

15. Application requirements
(c) Annulled under AS 44.62.320, passed 20. Examination of applicants

5/26/76. 25. Medical standards
30. Permit to be carried and exhibited

(d) Annulled under AS 44.62.320, passed 35. Restricted permit
5/26/76. 40. Cancellation of permit

45. Suspension or revocation of permit
(e) Annulled under AS 44.62.320, passed 50. Period of suspension or revocation

5/26/76. 55. Re-examination
60. Definitions

(0 No police officer or other person 
authorized by the department to conduct 
inspections under this chapter may order, direct, 
recommend, or influence the repair or 
adjustment of a vehicle or its equipment by a 
particular person, or perform repair or 
adjustment at a roadside inspection area for 
compensation, nor may a person solicit in any 
manner, at a roadside inspection area or upon a 
surrounding or an adjacent highway, any repair 
or adjustment business for compensation. (Eff. 
12/31/69, Reg. 31; am 7/5/75, Reg. 54)

Authority: AS 28.05.030 
AS 28.35.230

Editor's Note: The penalty fo r violation o f traffic regulations is 
provided by statute. Re: AS 28.35.230.

13 AAC 08.005. APPLICATION OF REGU­
LATIONS. 13 AAC 08.005 - 13 AAC 0S.060 
apply to a person who operates a school bus 
when it is transporting a child, other than his 
own, to or from school or a school activity. (Eff. 
12/31/69, Reg. 31)

Authority: AS 28.05.011 
AS 28.15.041

13 AAC 08.010. DENIAL OF PERMIT, (a) A 
school bus driver permit may not be issued to an 
applicant who

(1) has been convicted with such frequency 
of serious traffic offenses as to indicate a dis­
regard for traffic laws and the safety of others;

13-51
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PUBLIC SAFETY 13 A A C  08.010
13 A A C  08.025

(2) has not been licensed to operate a motor 
vehicle for at least one year before the date of 
application;

(3) is not at the time of application validly 
licensed to operate a motor vehicle in Alaska or 
does not have a valid unlimited Alaska driver’s 
license in his possession;

(4) has not attained the age of 19;
(5) has been convicted of any o f the follow­

ing offenses within 20 years of the time of appli­
cation: sexual abuse of a minor; sexual assault; 
incest; unlawful exploitation of a minor; contri­
buting to the delinquency of a minor; felony 
offense involving distribution of prohibited 
drugs; or promoting prostitution in the First or 
second degree.
(b) Repealed 5/2/81.

(Eff. 12/31/69, Reg. 31; am 5/2/81, Reg. 78) 
Authority: AS 28.05.011 

AS 28.15.041
13 AAC 08.015. APPLICATION REQUIRE­

MENTS. Applicants for an original school bus 
driver permit shall, at the time of application, 
fumish the following to the examiner in order 
for the application to be accepted:

(1) a completed health history on a form 
prescribed by the Department of Public Safety;

(2) two sets of applicant fingerprint cards. 
(Eff. 12/31/69, Reg. 31; am 5/2/81, Reg. 78)

Authority: AS 28.05.011 
AS 28.15.041

13 AAC 08.020. EXAMINATION OF APPLI­
CANTS. (a) The school bus driver’s written 
examination may not be administered to an 
applicant more than twice during any 12 con­
secutive months, and a one-week waiting period 
is required between the two tests allowed. A 
score of 80 is required to pass, and the test shall 
be comprised of questions concerning

(1) traffic laws and regulations; and
(2) school bus drivers’ operating regulations 

promulgated by the Department of Education.
(b) The driving examination shall be ad­

ministered in the type of equipment which the

applicant is to operate, and the equipment shall 
be furnished by the applicant or his employer. 
The driving examination may not be adminis­
tered to an applicant more than twice during 
any 12 consecutive months, and a one-week 
waiting period is required between the two tests 
allowed, A score o f less than 31 is required to 
pass, and the examination shall consist of at 
least the following maneuvers:

(1) with engine off, starting engine and 
moving into the rest of the required maneuvers;

(2) two right-hand tums and two left-hand 
turns;

(3) where practical and possible, a railroad 
crossing stop;

(4) the use of special lighting and other 
special equipment required by regulation;

(5) movement through intersections con­
trolled by signs or signals, unless such signs or 
signals are not available in the area of the exam­
ination;

(6) simulated loading and unloading of 
children.
(c) Where it is impractical for the department 

to administer the driving test, and upon a; ee- 
mcnt with the employer or other person accep­
table to the department, the driving examina­
tion may be administered by the employer or 
other person acceptable to the department who 
shall certify to the proficiency of the appli­
cant’s driving skills by signing the examination 
form as the “examiner.” (Eff. 12/31/69, Reg. 
31)

Authority: AS 28.05.011 
AS 2S.15.041

13 AAC 08.025. MEDICAL STANDARDS, (a) 
A school bus driver permit may not be issued to 
a person who does not meet the following mini­
mum standards as certified by a medical doctor, 
a physician’s assistant licensed by the State 
Medical Board, or an advanced nurse practi­
tioner licensed by the Board of Nursing, on the 
form required in 13 AAC OS.015(1):

(1) the person must be free of communicable 
disease at the time of examination;

13-52
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(2) the person must have a chest X-ray or 
“skin test” that shows the person to be free of 
tuberculosis;

13 A A C  08.0

13-52.1
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(3) the person's visual acuity may not be less 
than 20/30 in one eye and 20/200 in the other 
eye, either with or without corrective lenses;

(4) the person may not have monocular 
vision;

(5) the person may not have a history of 
fainting spells, dizziness, convulsions, epilepsy, 
or cardiac ailment during the 12 consecutive 
months immediately preceding the examination;

(6) the person must have normal use of both 
hands, arms, and feet;

(7) the person may not have a physical 
disability that would prevent safe operation of 
a school bus under all driving conditions;

(8) the person may not presently be under 
treatment for excessive use of alcohol or drugs.
(b) Except as provided in (c) of this section, a 

renewal of a school bus driver permit may not 
be granted unless the requirements of (a)(1) -
(8) of this section are met.
(c) When a person has a “skin test” that does 

not show the person to be free of tul ’rculosis, 
a chest X-ray is not required under (a)(2) of this 
section it within 18 months before the skin test 
the peron had a chest X-ray that showed him to 
be fre of tuberculosis. Nothing in this section, 
however, prevents the person conducting the 
examination from concluding that the X-ray is 
necessary for diagnostic purposes and requiring 
that an X-ray be taken.
(d) A report of an examination performed 

under this section by a physician’s assistant or 
an advanced nurse practitioner must be signed 
by that person, and include the name of the 
collaborating physician. (Eff. 12/31 /69, Reg. 31; 
am 5/2/81, Reg. 78;am 8/12/82, Reg. 83)

Authority; AS 28.05.011 
AS 28.15.041

13 AAC 08.030. PERMIT TO BE CARRIED 
AND EXHIBITED. A driver of a school bus shall 
have in his immediate possession his school bus 
driver permit and his driver’s license when 
operating a school bus transporting a child to or 
from school or a school activity and shall, upon 
the request of a police officer, display and

temporarily give to the police officer for exam­
ination his school bus driver permit. (Eff. 
12/31169, Reg. 3 1; am 5/2/81, Reg. 78)

Authority: AS 28.05.011 
AS 28.15.041

13 AAC 08.035. RESTRICTED PERMIT. A 
school bus driver permit shall, depending upon 
the type of vehicle in which the driving examina­
tion was given, be restricted as follows:

(1) i f  the examination was given in a school 
bus with a manufacturer’s rated capacity of less 
than 24, the permit shall be restricted on its face 
to “ 15 passengers or less” ;

(2) if the examination was given in a school 
bus with a manufacturer’s rated capacity of 24 
or more, the permit shall be unrestricted and 
allows operation of any school bus. (ET. 
12/31/69, Reg. 31)

Authority: AS 28.05.011 
AS 28.15.04!

13 AAC 08.040. CANCELLATION OF PER­
MIT. The department will, in its discretion, 
cancel a school bus driver permit for the follow­
ing:

(1) unintentional, erroneous information or 
improper application;

(2) repealed 5/2/81.
(Eff. 12/31/69, Reg. 31; am 5/2/S 1, Reg. 78) 

Authority: AS 28.05.011 
AS 2S.15.041

13 AAC 08.045. SUSPENSION OR REVO­
CATION OF PERMIT, (a) A school bus driver 
permit will, in the department’s discretion, be 
suspended by the department for

(1) driving i. school bus in violation of the 
permit restrictions;

(2) conviction of a traffic offense which 
.suits in a limitation being placed on the

driver’s license, except an offense which re­
quires revocation under (b) of this section:

(3) conviction of an offense which results in 
suspension or revocation of the driver’s license, 
unless suspension or revocation is for a convic­
tion of an offense which requires revocation 
under (b) of this section.
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( j)  A school bus driver permit will be revoked 
for

(1) conviction of driving while intoxicated;
(2) conviction of reckless driving;
(3) conviction of a third offense of driving in 

violation of permit restrictions;
(4) any reason that would be grounds for 

denial under 13 AAC 08.010;
(5) knowingly making a false statement or 

concealing a material fact or otherwise commit­
ting a fraud in an application for a permit;

(6) repealed 5/2/81.
(Eff. 12/31/69, Reg. 31; am 5/2/81, Reg. 78)

Authority: AS 28.05.011 
AS 28.15.041

13 AAC 08.050. PERIOD OF SUSPENSION 
OR REVOCATION, (a) The period of suspen­
sion of a school bus driver permit is as follows:

(1) violation of peimit restrictions - first 
offense 30 days, second offense six months;

(2) for the duration of a limitation piaced on 
the driver’s license as provided by 13 AAC 
08.045(a)(2);

(3) for the duration of the suspension or 
revocation of the driver’s license as provided by 
13 AAC 08.045(a)(3).
(b) the period of revocation of a school bus 

driver permit is as follows:
(1) one year for first conviction u f driving 

while intoxicated or reckless driving, and 
permanent revocation for conviction o f a second 
offense or the first offense if it occurred while 
driving a school bus;

(2) one year for third offense of driving in 
violation of permit restrictions;

(3) until applicant is eligible for reissuance 
if it is for a reason which would be grounds for 
denial under 13 AAC 08.010;

(4) one year for knowingly making a mis­
representation in an application for a permit;

13-

(5) repealed 5/2/81.
(Eff. 12/31/69, Reg. 31; am 5/2/81, Reg. 78)

Authority: AS 28.05.011 
AS 28.15.041

13 AAC 08.055. RE-EXAMINATION. Upon 
written request of a police officer, the Depart­
ment of Education, or the employer of a school 
bus driver, the department will, in its discre­
tion, upon giving 10 days’ notice to the school 
bus driver, require him to submit to a part or all 
of the examination requirements. After exami­
nation the department will, in its discretion, if 
the school bus driver did not satisfactorily pass 
examination, revoke his pemiit until the exam­
ination is passed. Refusal or neglect to submit 
to re-examination will result in revocation of the 
permit until the examination is satisfactorily 
completed. (Eff. 12/31/69, Reg. 31; am 5/2/81, 
Reg. 78)

Authority: AS 28.05.011 
AS 28.15.041

13 AAC 08.060. DEFINITIONS. In 13 AAC
08.005 — 13 AAC 08.060, unless context re­
quires otherwise

(1) “convicted with such frequency of 
serious traffic offenses” means one conviction 
of driving while intoxicated or reckless driving 
during the 12 months immediately before appli­
cation, or four convictions for any other viola­
tion of traffic law or regulations while driving a 
motor vehicle during the 24 months immed­
iately before application, or two or more con­
victions for driving while intoxicated or reckless 
driving at any time before application:

(2) repealed 5/2/81;
(3) repealed 5/2/81;
(4) “permit” means a school bus driver per­

mit issued by the department;
(5) “unlimited Alaska driver’s license" means 

an Alaska driver's license which is not limited 
under the provisions of AS 28.15.201;

(6) “department” means Alaska Department 
of Public Safety. (Eff. 12/31/69, Reg. 31; am 
5/2/81, Reg. 78)

Authority: AS 28.05.011 
AS 28.15.041
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Editor’ s Note: The regulations o f the Department o f Education 
governing the operation o f  school buses may be found in 4 AAC 
01 .100 - 4  AAC 01 .104.

ARTICLE 2.
SAFETY RESPONSIBILITY

Section 
75. (Repealed)
80. Application of regulations 
85. Reports required 
90. Security deposit 
95. • Release from liability 

100. Agreement for payment of damages 
105. Form of notice 
110. Proof of Financial responsibility for 

the future
13 AAC 08.075. DECLARATION OF IN­

TENT. Repealed 1/26/79.
13 AAC 08.080. APPLICATION OF REGU­

LATIONS. 13 AAC 08.080 - 13 AAC 08.110 
apply to

13-54.1



Pouch V, Stale Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 94811 

(907) 465-3991

ALASKA STATE LEG ISLATURE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

RESEARCH AGENCY

November 14, 1985

MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Randy Phillips

egislative Analyst

RE: School Bus Driver Training and Bus Safety
Research Request 86-009

You requested this agency to conduct a fifty state survey on school bus 
safety. Specifically, we were asked to obtain information about the 
following:

• requirements for a school bus driver license;

• state or local district reqirements for school bus driver 
training;

• state school bus driver manuals;

• special rules or regulations that school bus drivers are 
required to observe;

• programs in use regarding school bus safety equipment; and

• pending or proposed legislation concerning the above issues.

Table 1 provides a summary of the responses received from 40 states as 
well as the current school bus driver and safety practices in Alaska. 
Typically, state departments of education have general responsibilities 
for school transportation, while local school districts administer 
specific policies and practices. A number of states mentioned that 
they followed the national school transportation guidelines in Standard 
No. 17 (Pupil Transportation Safety) of the Federal Highway Safety Pro­
gram Manual. The national standard provides minimum requirements for 
safe student transportation, including the identification, operation 
and maintenance of school buses; training of personnel; and administra­
tion of pupil transportation programs.
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The Alaska Department of Education, in conjunction with the Alaska 
School Bus Driver Training Committee, has drafted a master plan for a 
statewide driver training program. The department has submitted a 
$233,000 FY 87 budget request to the governor in order to implement 
this master plan.1 Under the draft plan, Alaska would require 40 hours 
of pre-service training (20 hours classroom and 20 hours behind-the- 
wheel) and 10 hours annual in-service training. Of the states surveyed, 
California and Louisiana are the only states which currently require 40 
hours of pre-service training (Florida will require this level of 
training in 1986). Eight other states surveyed require 20 to 30 hours 
of pre-service training of school bus drivers. States commonly require 
annual in-service training, although the amount of annual training 
varies between 3 and 16 hours.

School Bus Driver Manuals

Twenty-nine states surveyed, including Alaska, have state school bus 
driver manuals.2 These manuals vary in format and length, but typi­
cally contain information on the following subjects:

• rules and regulations applicable to school bus drivers;

• driver responsibilities to school district and pupils;

• recommended driver practices regarding vehicle maintenance;

• proper operation of bus in typical traffic situations;

• basic first aid; and

• emergency procedures.

The current Alaska School Bus Driver Manual (revised in 1981) addresses 
all of the above subjects "{Attachment a ). Alaska's manual, however, is 
currently under revision and will place greater emphasis on emergency 
procedures, first aid and the transport of exceptional children.

iThe draft master plan also includes a school bus inspection program 
developed by the Alaska School Bus Inspection Committee.

2Most states provided copies of these school bus driver manuals which 
are available to you at your request.
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Safety sensors are mounted on the front or rear of the bus exterior to 
monitor bus drivers' "blind spots" (Attachment 8). The Alaska Depart­
ment of Education is sponsoring a safety sensor pilot during the 1985- 
1986 school year. Thirteen safety sensors were purchased (at a cost of 
$250 each) and are being installed on school buses throughout the 
state.3

Other safety devices under testing by various states include:

• strobe lights on stop arm signals (replacements for standard 
flashing red lights);

• retroflective markings on bus exterior;

• strobe lights on top of bus (the:e are currently required by 
many states);

• additional exterior mirrors;

• roof escape hatches; and

• automatic tire chains or traction oevice.

Alaska experimented with strobe lights on stop arms on 17 buses state­
wide during the period October 1983 through May 1984. ‘ A survey of the 
school bus drivers indicated that the number of passing violations were 
reduced after installation of the strobe..

Georgia, South Carolina and Tennessee indicated that another safety 
device— a crossing gate— is required equipment on school buses in their 
states. The crossing gate (or walk ar:v'), which is a metal bar attach­
ed to the front of the bus, swings forward to a 90-degree angle, thereby 
directing pupils away from che front of the bus as they cross. They 
are designed to eliminate dangerous situations wnich occur when small 
children cross directly in front of the bus and outside the driver's 
view.

Related Legislation

Twelve of the 41 states surveyed mentioned recent and pending legisla­
tive action on school bus bills. There are two bills before the Alaska 
Legislature: Committee Substitute for House Bill 240 (citation for
vehicles passing a stopped bus) and House Bill 409 (requiring State-ap­
proved training for school bus drivers). Idaho also has a bill before

3Romayne Kareen, Administrator of Pupil Transportation, Alaska Depart­
ment of Education, personal communication, November 1, 1935.
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ALASKA STATE LEG ISLATURE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

RESEARCH AGENCY

Pouch V, Slate Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 465 3991

November 14, 1985

MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Randy Phillips

FROM:
gislative Analyst

RE: School Bus Driver Training and Bus Safety
Research Request 86-009

You requested this agency to conduct a fifty state survey on school bus 
safety. Specifically., we were asked to obtain information about the 
following:

• requirements for a school bus driver license;

• state or local district reqirements for school bus driver 
training;

• state school bus driver manuals;

• special rules or regulations that school bus drivers are 
required to observe;

• programs in use regarding school bus safety equipment; and

• pending or proposed legislation concerning the above issues.

Table 1 provides a summary of the responses received from 40 states as 
well as the current school bus driver and safety practices in Alaska. 
Typically, state departments of education have general responsibilities 
for school transportation, while local school districts administer 
specific policies and practices. A number of states mentioned that 
they followed the national school transportation guidelines in Standard 
No. 17 (Pupil Transportation Safety) of the Federal Highway Safety Pro­
gram Manual. The national standard provides minimum requirements for 
safe student transportation, including the identification, operation 
and maintenance of school buses; training of personnel; and administra­
tion of pupil transportation programs.
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Requirements for School Bus Driver License

All states require school bus drivers to possess either a regular 
driver's or chauffeur's license. In addition, many require a school 
bus driver certificate which is issued by a state agency or local 
school district every one to four years. Written exams wh ch test the 
driver's knowledge about state laws and regulations governing school 
buses are common. Behind-the-wheel road tests are also commonly re­
quired in order to be licensed to drive a school bus. Alaska requires 
a regular driver's license as well as written and road tests for pro­
spective school bus drivers.

Most states indicated a minimum age requirement of 18 years. Thirteen 
of the 41 states for which we have information also place a maximum age 
limitation— typically 65 or 70 years— on school bus drivers. Alaska 
requires a minimum age of 19 and has no upper age limit for school bus 
drivers.

The majority of the states which responded to our survey, including 
Alaska, require an initial physical examination and periodic examina­
tions thereafter, most commonly every one or two years. States usually 
provide a fairly extensive medical form to be completed by a licensed 
physician.. States commonly require an assurance of the individual's 
ability to perform physical activity attendant with normal and emer­
gency school bus operations.

Other requirements for licensing noted during the survey include: a) 
driving record checks (18 states); b) criminal record checks (10 
states); c) required years of driving experience (6 states); d) first 
aid certificates (4 states); and e) character references (2 states). 
Alaska school bus driver regulations specify that a prospective school 
bus driver have a good driving record and at least one year driving 
experience.

School Bus Driver Training

Pre-service and in-service training programs vary among the states 
which responded to our survey. Eighteen states indicated that they 
have a mandatory state instruction program for school bus drivers. On 
the other hand, 12 states (including Alaska) do not have a state re­
quirement regarding school bus driver training. Those states which do 
not have a required state training program generally train and certify 
local instructors and/or approve training developed by local school 
districts. A few states, including Alaska, rely on local training 
programs with no mention of state assistance or certification.
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The Alaska Department of Education, in conjunction with the Alaska 
School Bus Driver Training Committee, has drafted a master plan for a 
statewide driver training program. The department has submitted a 
$233,000 FY 87 budget request to the governor in order to implement 
this master plan.1 Under the draft plan, Alaska would require 40 hours 
of pre-service training (20 hours classroom and 20 hours behind-the- 
wheel) and 10 hours annual in-service training. Of the states surveyed, 
California and Louisiana are the only states which currently require 40 
hours of pre-service training (Florida will require this level of 
training in 1986). Eight other states surveyed require 20 to 30 hours 
of pre-service training of school bus drivers. States commonly require 
annual in-service training, although the amount of annual training 
varies between 3 and 16 hours.

School Bus Driver Manuals

Twenty-nine states surveyed, including Alaska, have state school bus 
driver m a n u a l s . 2 These manuals vary in format and length, but typi­
cally contain information on the following subjects:

• rules and regulations applicable to school bus drivers;

• driver responsibilities to school district and pupils;

• recommended driver practices regarding vehicle maintenance;

• proper operation of bus in typical traffic situations;

• basic first aid; and

• emergency procedures.

The current Alaska School Bus Driver Manual (revised in 1981) addresses 
all of the above subjects (Attachment A). Alaska's manual, however, is 
currently under revision and will place greater emphasis on emergency 
procedures, first aid and the transport of exceptional children.

Uhe draft master plan also includes a school bus inspection program 
developed by the Alaska School Bus Inspection Committee.

^Most states provided copies of these school bus driver manuals which 
are available to you at your request.
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Special Rules and Regulations Applicable to School Bus Drivers

The states surveyed generally have a standard set of operating rules 
and procedures which school bus drivers must observe. These rules and 
regulations address the following general areas:

• driver's daily pre-trip inspection of bus interior and exterior;

• activation of bus warning lights before stopping the bus to load 
and unload pupils;

• proper off-road positioning of bus when loading and unloading 
pupils;

• stopping before railroad crossings;

• maximum speed limits on local and interstate roads;

• leaving driver seat only after setting the brake, turning off
the ignition and removing the key;

• pupils seated and not in the stair well while bus is in motion;

• refueling bus when pupils are not present;

• limitations on backing the bus, particularly on school grounds;

• limitations on the number of hours of driving in a 24-hour
period;

• wearing driver seat belt;

• no smoking or drinking on the bus; and

• reporting all accidents to school officials.

Chapter 4 of the Alaska School Bus Drivers Manual lists 30 rules and 
regulations in effect in Alaska Tsee Attachment A). It should be
noted, however, that local school districts may promulgate additional
regulations pertinent to local driving conditions.

Safety Equipment Pilot Programs

Eleven states surveyed, including Alaska, indicated ' that they were 
experimenting with various safety equipment. The most common equipment 
under testing (9 stater.) is the safety sensor— an electronic device 
which detects the presence of a cniId or object outside the bus.
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Safety sensors are mounted on the front or rear of the bus exterior to 
monitor bus drivers' "blind spots" (Attachment B). The Alaska Depart­
ment of Education is sponsoring a safety sensor pilot during the 1985- 
1936 school year. Thirteen safety sensors were purchased (at a cost of 
$250 each) and are being installed on school buses throughout the 
state.3

Other safety devices under testing by various states include:

• strobe lights on stop arm signals (replacements for standard 
flashing red lights);

• retroflective markings on bus exterior;

• strobe lights on top of bus (these are currently required by 
many states);

• additional exterior mirrors;

• roof escape hatches; and

• automatic tire chains or traction device.

Alaska experimented with strobe lights on stop arms on 17 buses state­
wide during the period October 198? through May 1984. ' A survey of the 
school bus drivers indicated that number of passing violations were
reduced after installation of the  ̂ oe.

Georgia, South Carolina and Tennessee indicated that another safety 
device— a crossing gate— is required equipment on school buses in their 
states. I he crossing gate (or 'walk arm"), which is a metal bar attach­
ed to the front of the bus, swings forward to a 90-degree angle, thereby 
directing pupils away from the front of the bus as they cross. They 
are designed to eliminate dangerous situations which occur when small 
children cross directly in front of the bus and outside the driver's 
view.

Related Legislation

Twelve of the 41 states surveyed mentioned recent and pending legisla­
tive action on school bus bills. There are two bills before the Alaska 
Legislature: Committee Substitute for House Bill 240 (citation for
vehicles passing a stopped bus) and House Bill 409 (requiring State-ap­
proved training for school bus drivers). Idaho also has a bill before

3Romayne Kareen, Administrator of Pupil Transportation, Alaska Depart­
ment of Education, personal communication, November 1, 1985.
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its legislature regarding citation of vehicles which pass stopped 
school buses. Arizona has a pending bill which would update various 
pupil transportation statutes.

Ohio and West Virginia have legislation pending which would require 
safety sensors and strobe lights on bus roofs, respectively. A safety- 
related measure requiring semi-annual school bus inspections will be 
proposed in the Minnesota legislature.

Five states (Louisiana, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey and 
Vermont) mentioned seat belt bills which are either pending or have 
recently been defeated in thQir legislatures.

*  *  *  *  *

We received considerable information in the responses from various 
states. We can provide this material to you at your request. Also, 
please contact us if you have any questions.

GK

Attachments
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STATE

Alabama

Alaska

Arizona

Arkansas

California

Connecticut

REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL
BUS DRIVER LICENSE BUS DRIVER TRAINING

TABLE 1

SURVEY OF THE STATES: SCHOOL BUS DRIVER REQUIREMENTS,

Regular license; special 
license annually; written 
& road tests; TB exam every 
3 years.

Regular license for at least 
one year; annual DPS permit; 
written & road tests; annual 
physical exam; minimum age 
19; good driving record.

Chauffeur's license; annual 
physical exam; clean driving 
record; 65 maximum age; 
written & road tests; 
fingerprint check.

Regular license; 2-yr bus 
driver certificate; phys. 
exam every 2 yrs; written & 
road tests; clean driving 
record within 5 yrs.

Regular license; bus driver 
certificate every 4 yrs; 
phys. exam every 2 yrs; 
minimum age 18; over 65; an­
nual phys. exam; written 
& road testsrfor certificate 
renewal.

Regular license; age 18-70; 
annual phys. exam; annual 
road & written tests; finger­
printing & no criminal record

12 hrs state pre-service 
instruction; 6 hrs in- 
service annually.

No state requirements;
0-40 hrs local training; 
proposed 1987 implementa­
tion of 40 hrs pre-svc &
10 hrs in-svc training.

12 hrs state pre-service 
instruction; 8 hrs in-svc 
every 2 years; 8 hrs first 
aid course.

State-prescribed pre­
service and in-service 
training taught locally.

40 hrs pre-service train­
ing (20 classroom/20 road) 
by state-certified in­
structors; 10 hrs in serv­
ice annually; first aid 
exam.

7 hrs pre-service and 3 
hrs in-svc annually by 
state-certificed instruc­
tors.

LEGISLATION

ETY PROGRAMS AND RELATED LEGISLATION

DRIVER
MANUAL

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
PILOT PROGRAMS

Experimenting 
with strobe light 
on stop arm.

Pilot programs 
for safety sensor 
and strobe light 
on stop arm.

None

No

Yes (HB 240: cita­
tion of vehicle 
passing bus; HB 
409: State tra 
ing progra

Yes (update of 
bus statutues)

None No

None No



TABLE 1 (CONTINUED)

SURVEY OF THE STATES: SCHOOL BUS DRIVER REQUIREMENTS, SAF

STATE
REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL 

BUS DRIVER LICENSE
REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL 

BUS DRIVER TRAINING

Florida

Georgia

Idaho

Illinois

Indiana

Iowa

Louisiana

Chauffeur's license; annual 
bus driver license; phys. 
exam; written & road test at 
age 65; 6-month license.

Regular license; Class 3 
license; annual physical 
exam; 65 maximum age.

Chauffeur's license; minimum 
age 18; physical exam; driv­
ing test.

Regular license; annual per­
mit; minimum age 21; annual 
physical exam; written & 
road tests; no criminal rec­
ord within 5 yrs; no more 
than 2 traffic violations 
within 1 yr.

Chauffeur's license; state 
bus driver certificate

Chauffeur's license; bus 
driver permit; annual phys. 
exam; age 18-69.

Chauffeur's license; bus 
driver certificate; road & 
written tests; driver & crim­
inal record checks; phys. & 
psychological exams; age 21- 
55.

n >

Admn. rule in 1986 will 
require 40 hrs pre-service 
and 8 hrs in-service 
annually.

6 hrs pre-svc classroom 
instruction; 6 hrs road 
training without pupils;
6 hrs road training with 
pupils; state requirement; 
developed locally.

10 hrs state pre-service 
instruction; 8 hrs in-svc 
annually.

Variable local classroom 
training before superin­
tendent issues school bus 
driver permit.

20 hrs state pre-service 
classroom instruction; 
additional local training 
as desired.

Voluntary 18 hrs pre­
service classroom instruc­
tion provided locally

40 hrs state pre-service 
(30 classroom/10 road);
8 hrs in-service annually.

r ' s

PROGRAMS AND RELATED LEGISLATION

DRIVER
MANUAL

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
PILOT PROGRAMS

None

Crossing gate 
required since 6/83

None

None

2 school districts 
piloting safety 
sensors.

One test of safety 
sensors.

None

RELATED
LEGISLATION

No

No

Yes (citation of 
vehicle passing 
stopped bus)

No

No

No

Yes (seat be 11 
bill defeated)
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TABLE 1 (CONTINUED)

SURVEY OF THE STATES: SCHOOL BUS DRIVER REQUIREMENTS, SAFETY PROGRAMS AND RELATED LEGISLATION

STATE
REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL 

BUS DRIVER LICENSE
REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL 

BUS DRIVER TRAINING
DRIVER
MANUAL

SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
PILOT PROGRAMS

RELATED
LEGISLATION

Maine

Massachu­
setts

Michigan

Minnesota

Missi ssippi

Missouri

Mon ta na

Class 2 license; annual per­
mit; minimum age 18; road 
test; physical exam.

Regular license for 3 yrs; 
minimum age 18; annual physi­
cal exam.

Chauffeur's license; class 3 
endorsement; annual road 
test; written test; annual 
phys. exam; minimum age 18; 
good driving record (less 
than 7 points.)

Regular license with bus 
endorsement; road & written 
tests; minimum age 18; phys. 
exam every 2 yrs; criminal 
& driving record checks; re­
newal every 4yrs.

Regular license with annual 
bus endorsement; age 17-70; 
physical exam.

Chauffeur's lice e; mini­
mum age 21; written & road 
tests.

Chauffeur's license; 5 yrs 
driving experience; phys. 
exam; first aid certificate,

No state requirement; 
local training require­
ments.

State pre-service and in- 
service training annually.

State-approved pre-service 
training; local in-service 
instruction.

No state requirement; 
local training require­
ments vary.

16 hrs pre-service train­
ing developed locally and 
taught by state-approved 
instructors.

Voluntary state training 
maybe required by local 
district; state-certified 
instructors.

Voluntary state training 
program used by about 1/2 
of the school districts.

No

Yes

No

None

None

None

No

No

Yes

None

No

Yes (stop arms, 
standees, seat 
belts, licensing)

No

Pilots with bus 
strobes, mirrors 
and safety sensors

None

Will propose bill 
to require semi­
annual bus in­
spections.

No

No

No None No



TABLE 1 (CONTINUED)

SURVEY OF THE STATES: SCHOOL BUS DRIVER REQUIREMENTS, SAFETY PROGRAMS AND RELATED LEGISLATION

STATE
REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL 

BUS DRIVER LICENSE
REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL 

BUS DRIVER TRAINING
DRIVER
MANUAL

SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
PILOT PROGRAMS

RELATED
LEGISLATION

Nebraska Regular license; bus driver 
permit; annual phys. exam; 
age 18-65; annual written & 
road tests; good driving rec­
ord check.

10 hrs state-approved 
training.

No None No

Nevada Class II license every 4 yrs; 
phys. exain every 2 yrs; 
annual written exam.

20 hrs state pre-svc (10 
hrs classroom/10 hrs road) 
& annual refresher course.

No None j No

f

New Hamp­
shire

Regular license; bus driver 
certificate; minimum age 18; 
English-speaking written 
test; criminal & driving rec­
ord check.

State-approved training: 
8 hrs pre-service road & 
classroom instruction; 6 
hrs in-service annually.

Yes None
i
Yes (two 1985 
seat belt bills 
defeated)

New Jersey Regular license; certificate 
every 2 yrs; 3 yrs driving 
experience; minimum age 18; 
physical exam; written & road 
rests; driving record check.

No state requirement; 
state assistance to local 
districts offering 
training.

Yes None Yes (seat belt)

New York Regular license; phys. exam 
every 2 yrs; no driving 
record (3 yrs) or criminal 
record (5 yrs); written <5 
road tests every 2 yrs; 3 yr 
employment check; annual 
driving record check; age 21- 
65.

2 hrs state pre-svc class­
room instruction; 2 hrs 
twice a year in-service 
training; additional local 
training optional.

Yes None No

Ohio Chauffeur's license; annual 
bus certificate; minimum age 
18; physical exam; written 
& road tests; annual driving 
record check.

20 hrs state pre-svc (12 
hrs classroom/8 hrs road); 
2 hrs annual in-service 
training; some local dis­
tricts require more.

Yes None Yes (require 
safety sensors)

H )
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TABLE 1 (CONTINUED)

SURVEY OF THE STATES: SCHOOL BUS DRIVER REQUIREMENTS, SAFETY PROGRAMS AND RELATED LEGISLATION

STATE
REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL 

BUS DRIVER LICENSE
REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL 

BUS DRIVER TRAINING
DRIVER
MANUAL

SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
PILOT PROGRAMS

RELATED
LEGISLATION

Oklahoma Chauffeur's license; 5-yr 
certificate; annual phys. 
exam; minimum age 18; clear 
driving record for 3 yrs; at 
age 64 1-yr certificate.

5-day (25 hrs) state pre­
service workshop; local 
in-service training each 
semester.

Yes None No

Oregon Chauffeur's license; age 18- 
70; physical exam; road 
test; criminal & driving 
record checks; first aid 
certificate.

20 hrs state pre-svc train 
ing (10 hrs classroom/10 
hrs road); refresher 
course every 4 years.

Yes Experimenting with 
safety sensors and 
retroflective 
markings.

No

Pennsyl­
vania

Regular license; bus license; 
annual phys. exam; minimum 
age 18; road & written tests.

State-approved local pre- 
svc: 7 hrs classroom/3 hrs 
road; in-service: 10 hrs 
every 4 years.

Yes Pilot study with 
safety sensors.

No

Rhode
Island

Chauffeur's license; 1 yr 
driving experience; age 18- 
65; annual physical exam; 
driving record checks; char­
acter references.

State-approved pre-service 
training: 9 hrs classroom/ 
1 hr road; 3 hrs in-svc 
annually for renewal.

No None No

South 
Carolina

Regular license; bus certifi­
cate; age 16-65; no accidents 
or violations; initial phys. 
exam; written test.

State training. Yes Walk arm (crossing 
gate) required on 
1985 buses.

No

South
Dakota

Regular license; bus license; 
bus certificate every 3 yrs; 
annual phys. exam; minimum 
age 18; road & written tests.

No state requirement; 
about 1/3 drivers attend 
annual seminars sponsored 
under federal funding.

Yes None No

Tennessee Special chauffeur's license; 
5 yrs driving experience; 
maximum age 70; annual phys 
exain; over 55 semi-annual 
physical exam.

20 hrs state pre-service 
classroom instruction; 
districts may require more 
training.

Yes Crossing gate re­
quired; safety sen­
sors, steering sta­
bilizers, and p.a. 
systems being tested

No



TABLE 1 (CONTINUED) 

SURVEY OF THE STATES: SCHOOL BUS DRIVER REQUIREMENTS, SA

STATE

Texas

Utah

Vermont

Virginia

Washington

REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL 
BUS DRIVER LICENSE

Chauffeur's license; 3-yr 
bus certificate; annual phys. 
exam; minimum age 18.

Regular license, SI license; 
written & road tests.

Regular license; minimum age 
18 written & road tests 
every 4 yrs; physical exam.

Regular license; written & 
road tests; phys. exam; two 
character references; age 17- 
70; driving & criminal rec­
ord checks.

Regular license with 1-2 yrs 
driving experience; bus cer­
tificate every 4 yrs; annual 
phys. exam; minimum age 18; 
first aid certificate every 
3 yrs; criminal & driving 
record checks.

REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL 
BUS DRIVER TRAINING

20 hrs state pre-service 
classroom training (plus 
road experience); 8 hrs 
refresher training.

24-hr state course;
8 hrs in-service training 
locally; 8 hrs first aid 
training every 4 years.

8 hrs State pre-svc class­
room training; 8 hrs in- 
service training every 4 
years; local district may 
require more training.

Local classroom and road 
training by state-educated 
instructors; 4 hrs in-svc 
each year; districts may 
require first aid course.

Local training by state- 
educated instructors; 
generally pre-service and 
in-service training.

n

PROGRAMS AND RELATED LEGISLATION

DRIVER
MANUAL

SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
PILOT PROGRAMS

RELATED
LEGISLATION

Yes None No

Yes Experimenting with 
automatic traction 
device and school 
bus alert system.

No

Yes Bus inspections 
required 3 times 
a year.

Yes (seat belt 
bill which 
no progress)

Local
manuals

None No

Yes None No
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TABLE 1 (CONTINUED)

SURVEY OF THE STATES: SCHOOL BUS DRIVER REQUIREMENTS, SAFETY PROGRAMS AND RELATED LEGISLATION

STATE
REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL 

BUS DRIVER LICENSE
REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL 

BUS DRIVER TRAINING
DRIVER
MANUAL

SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
PILOT PROGRAMS

RELATED
LEGISLATION

Wes t 
Virginia

Chauffeur's license; bus 
certificate; age 18-70; 1-yr 
driving experience; annual 
phys. exam; written test; 
driving record check; first 
aid certificate.

30 hrs state pre-service 
classroom instruction; 
district may require road 
training; 16 hrs in-svc 
training.

Yes Experimenting with 
safety sensors, 
roof escape hatches 
and automatic tire 
chains; may require 
fiberglass lamina­
tion on seats and 
strobe on stop arm

Yes (requiring 
strobe lights 
on roof)

Wisconsin Regular license, no criminal 
record for 5 years; written 
& road tests; phys. exam.

No state requirement; 
local district may re­
quire attendance at annual 
state workshops.

Yes None No

Wyoming Class S license; minimum age 
18; written & special road 
tests; annual physical exam.

No state requirement; 
many local districts have 
training programs.

1

Yes Local districts 
testing safety 
sensors (state not 
involved).

No

Prepared by the House Research Agency, November 1985.
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ATTACHMENT B 
New Product Update



NEW PRODUCT

As ths bus moves lorward .theSafety Sensor aleris tne oriver to tne boy s 
presence. The Salety Sensor unit mounted tor rear dual tires signals tne driver 
and saves tne boy Irom narm.

Bmifroducing 
©©o>S®!r¥’s Mew 
Ssnret!/ Sens©?™

Because of everyone's interest in pupil 
safety. Con-Serv, Inc. has introduced a 
revolutionary product —  the Safety Sensor —  a 
device that eliminates blind spots on any vehicle 
and is uniquely suited to school buses.

Many school bus operators have nightmares 
about student safety and property damage claims 
due to blina spots on a school bus.

For example:
A recent tragedy in the Midwest 

concerning a student being run over by a scnooi 
bus sent chills and nausea through the 
community.

A 200-bus fleet in the Midwest reports 
$50,000 in property damage for just 14 months.

Extensive testing has proven blind spots can 
be eliminated. Savings in property damage, 
downtime, and litigation due to personal miunes 
more than justify the $225 for this modern radar- 
operated device.

Even the hazard of the rear dual tires on tne 
entrance and exit side, where reportedly 1 out of 
14 fatalities occur, can be eliminated. Tests nave 
shown that this innovative new product can oe 
positioned to give warning of a chila near tne 
rear or front of tne bus.
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c Sovereign flimnrawniity Question 
Becomes A Growling Concern

Recent actions by courts and 
legislative bodies have left the issue of 
"sovereign immunity” in a state of 
ambiguity. School administrators and - 
elected officials are very uncertain of their 
liability when entering into litigation. The 
courts have established precedent where 
school administrators and board 
members have been sued because the 
bus driver is considered an agent of that 
district.

When it comes to protecting young 
and handicapped children on school 
buses, the pivotal question is this: Have 
you done everything you can with the *

most up-to-date equipment to keeo these 
children from getting hurt? In legal 
terminology it is a “state-of-the-art” • 
question. Are you using the best available 
safety devices? The key to the defense of 
school boards and administrators is 
(1) the existence of sound transportation 
policies. (2) transportation personnel 
training and (3) use of "state-of-the-art" 
equipment.

The ab ove  is rep rin ted  trom  "Safety U pda te /H ano i- 
capped  T ransportation  ’ w ith tne pe rm iss ion  o l  
W illiam  L. B am oridge. Ph D.. D irector. Pub lic  
P rio rity  R esea rcn  Associates. Inc.. C o lum ous . Ohio.

Safety Sensor was 
designed to eliminate 
^ 'ind spots. Safety 
t e n s o r  can reduce the 
staggering number o f  
accidents that occur 
when bus drivers are 
unable to see students 
around their wheels.

Transportation superintendents at theNebrasxa 
Transportation Conference inspect the Salety 
Sensor.

What is the Most 
Common Cause of 
School Bus Fatalities?

Most school bus fatalities have 
occurred at the loading and unloading 
point, ratherthan in moving accidents. On 
the average, for the past three years. 53 
deaths per year were caused by the driver 
not seeing small children who stopped for 
various reasons around the wheels of tne 
bus and were run over.

The a o ove  is an excerpt Irom  "Salety Leg is la tion  
C once rn ing  S c h o o l Buses ", p rep a red  lo r  tna 3Jth 
A nnua l S ou theas te rn  S la te  Pup il T ranspo rta tion  
C on le re n c e  by the American T ransporta tion  
C o rp o ra tion . Conway. A rkansas.

A lmost One Fourth o f t h o  
Country Has A lready 
Approved a n d / o rP u r c h a s e d  
the Sa fe ty  Sen so r

Eleven state approvals have been 
given to Con-Serv's Safety Sensor and 
numerous cities in each of those states 
have already placed orders. Units are 
being shipped to Nebraska. West 
Virginia. Virginia. Georgia. Florida. 
Texas. Tennessee. Arkansas. North 
Carolina. Ohio, and Oklahoma.

Many other states are now 
investigating the Safety Sensor's life-and 
property-protecting features.

React ions to tha Sa fe ty  
Sen so r  from Various Pup i l  
Transportat ion Groups
Nebraska: "With a device like this, we 

should be able to eliminate 
our pupil fatalities!"

West Virginia: 'This product should 
be mandatory on every 
school bus in the 
country."

Florida: “ I re3lly like the Safety Sensor 
and am going to put it on all 
my buses!



Jim Miner. C on-Servs Quality Assurance Manager, 
points out the Salety Sensor's auaio alarm and 
warning lignt.

Oean Bergman. N eO rasxasS ta teO irec to ro lSchoo l 
Transportation (center), discusses tneSa'ety 
Sensor's many aavantages with Con-Serv s 
representative. George Sturmon.

Proncaipl© of Oipeyation
The Safety Sensor is a microwave 

radar device which uses the doppler shift 
principle to detect the presence of a 
moving target within the transceiver 
range. The unit is totally electronic and is 
composed of a transceiver, an antenna, 
an intermediate frequency amplifier and 
an audio alarm.

The Safety Sensor's transceiver is 
unaffected by magnetic fields. Its 
amplifier is designed to interface with any 
existing switch in orderto activate the

circuit during a chosen operation of the 
vehicle. ("Chosen operations" may 
include opening the bus door, turning on 
the parking lights, putting thevehiclein 
reverse, etc.) The amplifier drives the 
audio alarm and warning lights mounted 
in the vehicle cab.

Mud. dirt, ice or snow have no effect 
on the operation of Safety Sensor. Micro­
wave radar penetrates and detects any 
moving or stationary object.

When a vehicle is 
placed in operation and 
is moving, the Safety 
Sensor will detect any 
stationary or moving 
object. Upon detection, 
a buzzer will activate 
and notify the operator 
that a hazard exists and 
and that he should 
apply his brake.

? 3 a o © a n s n ‘5 s  c -J i t h ©  S a i f s i y  S s r n s o i r

Th* unit .1 act« a t«d  n a o o r  CC«M sn fl r e m iin i ten* 
• i i t o  to  cstact «ny cDitct o r  human until to  i t c o n c s  
in#»  c o o 'c i o im .  f n . i  ■ njo«*tm «orn*f t o o c w tm c a o i
any numan m tn© oath ot tn© w h m h  un til no  •» ~«ii 
a«ay nom  n n  o rig in a l n a tio n a ry  position

I Safety Sensor placement for reverse . 
travel

2. Safely Sensor placement to protect 
pupils from rear dual tires

3. Safety Sensor placement to protect 
small children crossing in front of bus e

>
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A . E . “ Tony ”  
Dombrowski ,  
P res ident o f  
Con-Serv , Inc., and 
L. 3 . B i l l ings ley ,
£  asident o f  
b i l l ings iay  P a r t e  <£ 
Equipment, f ina l ize  
their ag reement .

Con-Serv, Inc. has appointed 
Billingsley Parts & Equipmentto be 
Safety Sensor’s national distributor. 
Safety Sensor is Con-Serv's new life- and 
property-protecting device, created 
especially for the school bus after-market.

For more information on theSafety 
Sensor, contact:

Toll Free

1-800-231-2312 - U.S. 
1-800-392-6496 - Texas

fc>»\

by Con-Serv. Inc. 
3801 DaNman Ava. 
Omaha. NE 63107 
(402) 733-8S61

Bulk Rate 
U. S. Postage 

P A I D  
Huntsville. TX 773-10 

Permit No. 72

/



H O U S E  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E  
J a n u a r y  22, 1986 
7 : 0 0  a.m.

M e m b e r s  pre s e n t :

Rep. B e t t e  Cato, C h a i r m a n
Rep. M i k e  Davis, V i c e - C h a i r m a n
Rep. R i c h a r d  Sh u l t z
Rep. M a r c o  P i g n a l b e r i
Rep. A d e l h e i d  H e r r m a n n
R e p . A n d r e  M a r r o u
Rep. W a l t  F u r n a c e

C O M M I T T E E  CALENDAR:

H B  409 " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  l i c e n s i n g  of s c h o o l  b u s
d r i v e r s ;  and p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  date.

W I T N E S S  R E G I S T E R :

Rep. R o g e r  J e n k i n s  
P.O. B o x  V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811
P o s i t i o n :  W i t n e s s  and S p o n s o r  - In f a v o r  of t h e  b i l l  

Bill B r o w n
D i v i s i o n  of M o t o r  V e h i c l e s  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  
P.O. B o x  N
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 
Phone: 4 6 5 - 2 6 5 0
P o s i tion: W i t n e s s  - In f a v o r  of t h e  b i l l

R o m a y n e  K a r een, A d m i n i s t r a t o r  
S c h o o l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  P r o g r a m  
D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  
P.O. B o x  F
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 
Phone: 4 6 5 - 2 8 9 0
P o s i tion: W i t n e s s  - In f a v o r  of the bi l l

S a n d r a  C. Hutch i n s ,  C h a i r m a n
T h e  A l a s k a  S c h o o l  Bus S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e
P.O. Box A B
Palmer, A l a s k a  99645
Phone: 7 4 5 - 4 8 2 2
P osition: W i t n e s s  - In f a v o r  of the bi l l 

P R E V I O U S  A C T I O N

A C T I O N  N A R R A T I V E



T A P E  O N E  S I D E  O N E  
N u m b e r  000

T h e  H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  w a s  c a l l e d  to  o r d e r  b y  
Rep. C a t o  a t  7:04 w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t :  Rep.
Shultz, Rep. H e r r m a n n ,  Rep. Fur n a c e .

Rep. C a t o  a d d r e s s e d  H B  409 and r e m i n d e d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  to 
r e v i e w  t h e  m i n u t e s  f r o m  0 5 / 0 9 / 8 6  w h e n  t h e  b i l l  w a s  f i r s t 
h e a r d  a n d  i n t r o d u c e d  Rep. Jen k i n s ,  t h e  sponsor.

N u m b e r  040

Rep. M a r r o u  j o i n e d  t h e  com m i t t e e .

Rep. J e n k i n s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  H B  409 w o u l d  s e t  m i n i m u m
r e q u i r e m e n t s  for sch o o l  b u s  d r i v e r s  a n d  p u t s  t h e  S t a t e
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  r e g u l a t i o n s  into l a w  as w e l l  as
a d d  t h e  f o l lowing:

(1) A p p l i c a n t s  m u s t  c o m p l e t e  a s t a t e  a p p r o v e d  s c h o o l  
b u s  d r i v e r  t r a i n i n g  course.

(2) A p p l i c a n t s  m u s t  s u p p l y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  P u b l i c  
S a f e t y  w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  to 
c o m p l e t e  n a t i o n a l  c r i m i n a l  r e c o r d s  checks.

(3) T h e  a p p l i c a n t  m u s t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e  a 
b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  o r  s t a t e s  w h i c h  . 
h e  o r  s h e  h a s  r e s i d e d  for at l e a s t  t h e  p a s t  2 
y e a r s .

(4) T h e  a p p l i c a n t  m u s t  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  of a 
f e l o n y  o r  m i s d e m e a n o r  i n v o l v i n g  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a 
c o n t r o l l e d  or i m i t a t i o n  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s tance.

(5) T h e  a p p l i c a n t  m u s t  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  of a 
f e l o n y  o r  m i s d e m e a n o r  i n v o l v i n g  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a 
c o n t r o l l e d  o r  i m i t a t i o n  c o n t r o l l e d  substance.

(6) T h e  a p p l i c a n t  m u s t  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  of
d r i v i n g  w h i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d  w i t h i n  t w o  y e a r s  o r  m u s t
n o t  h a v e  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  m u l t i p l e  DWI's.

(7) T h e  a p p l i c a n t  m u s t  b a r e  t h e  c o s t  of b a c k g r o u n d
checks.

Rep. P i g n a l b e r i  j o i n e d  the Com m i t t e e .

Rep. J e n k i n s  r e v i e w e d  a fiscal n o t e  a n d  t h e  s e c t i o n a l  
a n a l y s i s  fr o m  L e g a l  Services.

N u m b e r  183

Rep. C a t o  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  Sec. 2 8 . 1 5 . 0 4 6  s e c t i o n  b, n u m b e r  
6, b e  d e l e t e d  by  m u t u a l  c o n s e n t  of all m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t  d u e  
to a l a c k  of an e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  at  p r e s e n t .

Rep. J e n k i n s  agreed.



Rep. M a r r o u  q u e s t i o n e d  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  are p r e s e n t l y  any 
p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  t h i s  b i l l  is b a s e d  upon.

Rep. J e n k i n s  s a i d  h e  k n o w s  of 2 m a j o r  a c c i d e n t s  in t h e  
E a g l e  R i v e r  area.

Rep. M a r r o u  q u e s t i o n e d  w h e t h e r  t h o s e  a c c i d e n t s  w o u l d  h a v e  
b e e n  p r e v e n t e d  b y  t h i s  bill.

Rep. J e n k i n s  s a i d  h e  t h i n k s  so.

Rep. M a r r o u  q u e s t i o n e d  w h e t h e r  s u c h  a s m a l l  f i s c a l  n o t e  is 
a c c u r a t e .  H e  a l s o  r e f u t e d  h a v i n g  20 y e a r s  for t h e  l e n g h t h  
o f  t i m e  w h i c h  p e r s o n s  w i t h  v a r i o u s  c r i m i n a l  r e c o r d s  can  
r e c e i v e  a license.

Rep. J e n k i n s  s a i d  t h e  n u m b e r s  in t h e  b i l l  all c a m e  from 
t h e  c u r r e n t  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  R e g u l a t i o n s .

N u m b e r  302

Rep. P i g n a l b e r i  s a i d  t h e  t i t l e  is t o o  n a r r o w  f o r  t h e  s c o p e  
of  t h e  b i l l  s i n c e  it a p p l i e s  to all c o m m e r c i a l  v e h i c l e s  and 
c o m p a r e d  i t  to  HB  133 w h i c h  p a s s e d  i n t o  l a w  l a s t  year.

Rep. J e n k i n s  s a i d  t h e  m a j o r  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  b i l l s  is 
t h a t  H B  409 s p e c i f i e s  a g e  19 r a t h e r  t h a n  21.

Rep. P i g n a l b e r i  a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  c o s t  of 
o b t a i n i n g  a b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  and a s k e d  if t e a c h e r s  are 
r e q u i r e d  t o  h a v e  a b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  as well.

Rep. J e n k i n s  s a i d  t h a t  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  p r e s e n t  w e r e  m o r e  
i n f o r m e d  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n .

N u m b e r  372

B i l l  B r o w n  of D i v i s i o n  of  M o t o r  V e h i c l e s  a p p r o a c h e d  the 
c o m m i t t e e  a n d  a n s w e r e d  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  had 
p r e v i o u s l y  asked. H e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  s e r v e r i t y  
o f  t h e  20 y e a r s  p e n a l t y  for t w o  o r  m o r e  D W I ' s  o r  o t h e r  
c r i m i n a l  o f f e n s e s .

N u m b e r  441

Rep. C a t o  i n q u i r e d  into the d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  last y e a r ' s  
a n d  t h e  m o r e  r e c e n t  fiscal note.

B i l l  B r o w n  s a i d  t h e  f i rst one was b a s e d  on p u r e  e s t i m a t i o n  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a d a t a b a s e  w h e n  d e v i s e d  a n d  the 
n e w e r  n o t e  is b a s e d  on  ac t u a l  n u m b e r s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  
.-allied s i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  no t e  w a s  w r i t t e n .

N u m b e r  453



R e p .  S h u l t z  a s k e d ,  " H a v e  y o u  r u n  t h i s  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  b u s  
c o n t r a c t o r s . . . h o w  w o u l d  a c o n t r a c t o r  t h a t  l i v e s  a t  G r i z z l y  
L a k e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  h a v e  a t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m ? "

B i l l  B r o w n  r e p l i e d  t h a t  h e  a s s u m e d  t h e  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  
d e t a i l s  w o u l d  b e  h a n d l e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n .

R e p .  S h u l t z  a s k e d  if t h e  a p p l i c a n t s  d i d  h a v e  t o  g o  t o  
A n c h o r a g e  f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m ,  w h o  w o u l d  pay.

B i l l  B r o w n  s a i d  h e  w o u l d  l i k e  t h e  D e p t ,  o f  E d u c a t i o n  t o  
a n s w e r  t h a t .  H e  s a i d  h e  d i d  n o t  g e t  i n p u t  f r o m  a n y  o f  t h e  
c o n t r a c t o r s .

R e p .  S c h u l t z  s a i d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  s h o u l d  s o l i c i t  i n p u t  o n  
t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  b u s  c o n t r a c t o r s .

N u m b e r  4 9 2

R e p .  M a r r o u  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  o b j e c t s  t o  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e s  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e e m  a r b i t r a r i l y  c o n s t r e w e d .

B i l l  B r o w n  s a i d  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  is t o  c o v e r  
t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  b e c a u s e  t h e  D e p t ,  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  
w i l l  h a v e  t o  w r i t e  c h e c k s  i n  t h e i r  n a m e  t o  t h e  F . B.I. a n d  
a p p l i c a n t s  w i l l  w r i t e  t h e i r  $12 c h e c k  t o  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t :  in 
e f f e c t ,  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  w o u l d  j u s t  f i n a n c e  t h e s e  
t r a n s a c t i o n s .

R e p .  M a r r o u  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  n o t  c o s t  A l a s k a  a n y  m o n e y  
a n d  t h e r e f o r e  s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  a f i s c a l  n o t e .

N u m b e r  5 3 4

R e p .  P i g n a l b e r i  i n q u i r e d  a s  t o  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t .

B i l l  B r o w n  s a i d  t h e  a p p l i c a n t s  w o u l d  n e e d  t o  p a y  t h e  $12 
p l u s  a n  a n n u a l  $2 s c h o o l  b u s  l i c e n s e  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  a l r e a d y  
p a y i n g  a t  p r e s e n t .

R e p .  P i g n a l b e r i  a s k e d  f o r  a r e i t e r a t i o n  o n  t h e  t i m e - l a p s e  
p r o b l e m  i n  p r o c u r i n g  a b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k .

B i l l  B r o w n  s a i d  if t h e  p e r s o n  h a s  s t a y e d  in A l a s k a  for t h e  
l a s t  2 y e a r s ,  t h e  s e a r c h  s h o u l d  o n l y  t a k e  2 t o  3 w e e k s  b u t  
i f  t h e  p e r s o n  r e s i d e d  o u t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  2 
y e a r s ,  t h e  s e a r c h  h a s  t o  b e  m a d e  s o u t h  a n d  it t a k e s  6 o r  7 
w e e k s  t o  g e t  r e s u l t s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  it t a k e s  a n o t h e r  w e e k  

f o r  t h e  D e p t ,  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  t o  p r o c e s s  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .

Re p .  P i g n a l b e r i  a s k e d ,  "Do y o u  h a v e  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  g i v e  
t h e m  a n  i n t e r i m  l i c e n s e  a n d  l e t  t h e m  w o r k  p e n d i n g  
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k ? "



B i l l  B r o w n  t o l d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  a m e n d  t h i s  
b i l l  t o  a l l o w  t h a t .

N u m b e r  572

R e p .  C a t o  a s k e d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  s p o n s o r  t o  c o n s i d e r  an 
a m e n d m e n t  t h a t  w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  
t o  i s s u e  t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e s  u n t i l  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  h a s  
b e e n  c o m p l e t e d .

R e p .  F u r n a c e  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e  a m e n d m e n t  
b e c a u s e  h e  f e e l s  3 w e e k s  is r e a s o n a b l e  t i m e  f o r  a n  A l a s k a n  
t o  w a i t  a n d  2 m o n t h s  is r e a s o n a b l e  f o r  a n o n r e s i d e n t .

Re p .  M a r r o u  a g r e e d  w i t h  R e p .  F u r n a c e .

Re p .  C a t o  a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  is a m o t i o n  t o  a m e n d .

Re p .  P i g n a l b e r i  a s k e d  if t h e  c o m m i t t e e  c o u l d  w o r k  o n  t h e  
b i l l  a f t e r  t h e  m e e t i n g .

R e p .  C a t o  s a i d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t o  p a s s  t h e  b i l l  
t o d a y .

N u m b e r  606

Rep. P i g n a l b e r i  d e c l a r e d  a p o s s i b l e  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  
b e c a u s e  h e  p r o v i d e s  c o n s u l t i n g  s e r v i c e s  t o  a c o m p a n y  t h a t  
b i d s  a n d  d o e s  n o t  n o w  h a v e  b u s  c o n t r a c t s  in t h e  
m u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e .

R e p .  C a t o  s a i d  t h a t  s h e  t h o u g h t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w a s  t o o  
r e m o t e .

N u m b e r  6 1 0

S a n d r a  H u t c h i n s o n  i n t r o d u c e d  h e r s e l f  a n d  v o i c e d  h e r  s u p p o r t  
f o r  H B  4 0 9  a n d  s p e c i f i e d ,  " O n  p a g e  t w o  o f  H B  409, l i n e  5, 
. . . t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a c l a r i f i c a t i o n  if t h e  o n e  y e a r  p e r i o d  is 
f o r  l i c e n s i n g . . .  W e  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  a c l a r i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  
s p e c i f i e s  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  s c h o o l  b u s  l i c e n s e  m u s t  
h a v e  b e e n  l i c e n s e d  as a n  A l a s k a n  d r i v e r  f o r  t h e  o n e  y e a r  
i m m e d i a t e l y  p r o c e e d i n g . . . .

" O n  l i n e  n u m b e r  9 a n d  l o o k i n g  a t  n u m b e r  4 a n d  n u m b e r  5 
t o g e t h e r ,  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a g a i n  a b o u t  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k :  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  b a c k g r o u n d  chec k ,  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  a n d  t h e  o u t - o f - s t a t e  c h e c k .  T h i s  a r e a  is 
a r e a l  c o n c e r n  b o t h  t o  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s  a n d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  
d i s t r i c t s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a c o n c e r n  a n d  a p r o b l e m  f o r  s o m e  
tim e .  T h e  p r o b l e m  is t h a t  y o u  g e t  d r i v e r s  w h o  h a v e  a 
c r i m i n a l ,  e v e n  a c r i m i n a l  a c t i o n  in p r o c e s s ,  y o u  d o n ' t  k n o w  
a b o u t  i t  o r  t h e y ' v e  h a d  p r e v i o u s  c r i m i n a l  a c t i o n s  a n d  
c o n v i c t i o n s  a n d  y o u  d o n ' t  k n o w  a b o u t  it. T h e y  c o u l d  p i c k



u p  D W I ' s  a n d  y o u  d o n ' t  k n o w  a b o u t  it. I t  h a s  c r e a t e d  
p r o b l e m s  i n  b o t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  
o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in t h e  h i g h  g r o w t h  a r e a s .  W e  
s u p p o r t  a b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k :  n a t i o n a l ,  s t a t e  a n d  
o u t - o f - s t a t e ,  w e  t h i n k  i t ' s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t .  T h e  p r o b l e m  is 
w i t h  t h e  t i m i n g  a n d  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  t h e  o u t - o f - s t a t e  
b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  m o v e d  u p  t o  n u m b e r  4 t o  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  s a m e  
p r o v i s i o n s  as t h e  n a t i o n a l  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k .  W e  r e a d  t h e  
b i l l  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  y o u  m u s t  h a v e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  
a s t a t e  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k ,  a n  o u t - o f - s t a t e  b a c k g r o u n d  check, 
a n d  a p p l y  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n a l  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  t o  b e  i s s u e d  a 
p e n d i n g  l i s e n s e  u n t i l  t h e  n a t i o n a l  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  h a s  
c l e a r e d .  W h a t  w e ' d  l i k e  t o  d o  is m o v e  t h e  o u t - o f - s t a t e  
b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  t o  t h e  s a m e  p r o v i s i o n  a s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  t i m e  f r a m e s .  I t  is e x t r e m e l y  long. T h e  
p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  b e i n g  l i c e n s e d  as s c h o o l  b u s  d r i v e r s ,  m a y b e  
h a l f  o f  t h e m  a r e  f r o m  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  T h e  r e a l  p r o b l e m  w o u l d  
b e  t h a t  m a n y  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  s t a f f  
s c h o o l  b u s e s  w i t h  d r i v e r s  i n  t i m e ,  u n l e s s  y o u  s t a r t  
l i c e n s i n g  i n  J u n e .  A n d  b e c a u s e  s c h o o l  b u s  d r i v i n g  is a 
s e a s o n a b l e  w o r k ,  t h e y  w o r k  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r ,  t h e y  d r i v e  
s c h o o l  b u s  a n d  w h e n  M a y  c o m e s  y o u  h a v e  a n  e x o d u s .  T h e y ' r e  
f i n d i n g  s u m m e r  w o r k  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e i r  w i n t e r  w o r k .
S c h o o l  b u s  d r i v i n g  is p a r t - t i m e ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  
f u l l - t i m e  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e s e  p e o p l e  o f t e n  w o r k  
i n  t h e  s u m m e r .  S o  s t a r t i n g  i n  J u n e  t o  d o  y o u r  t r a i n i n g  a n d  
b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  is a r e a l  p r o b l e m .  W e  w o u l d  l i k e  to 
r e q u e s t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  m o v i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  t h e  
o u t - o f - s t a t e  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  t o  t h e  s a m e  p r o v i s i o n  as t h e  
n a t i o n a l  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  w h i c h  w i l l  g i v e  u s  a l i t t l e  m o r e  
ti m e .

" N u m b e r  6 is o n e  of t h e  m o s t  c r i t i c a l  p a r t s  of t h i s  
b i l l  a s  ( i n d i s c e r n a b l e )  a s k  f o r  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of y o u r  
a m e n d m e n t .  I h a v e  b e e n  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  t e n  y e a r s .  
I h a v e  b e e n  c h a i r m a n  of t h e  s t a t e  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h r e e .  I ' v e  b e e n  in p u p i l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
a l l  o f  t h a t  t i m e .  I c a n n o t  r e m e m b e r  a t i m e  w h e n  s c h o o l  b u s  
d r i v e r  t r a i n i n g  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a n  i s s u e  b o t h  t o  t h e  
c o n t r a c t o r s  a n d  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  w e  a r e  n o t  s e p a r a t e d  o n  
t h i s  i s s u e .  W e  n e e d  a u n i f o r m  m a n d a t o r y  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m .  
T r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  s t a r t s  a t  l i t t l e  t o  n o t h i n g  to 
e x p e n s i v e  p r o g r a m s .  D e p e n d i n g  o n  w h a t  d i s t r i c t s  r e q u i r e  o r  
h o w  w e l l  t h e y  m o n i t o r  t h e i r  p r o g r a m s  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s .
T h e  d i s t r i c t s  g e t  t h e  k i n d  o f  p r o g r a m  b a s e d  o n  w h a t  t h e y  
a s k  f o r  a n d  h o w  w e l l  t h e y  m a k e  s u r e  it h a p p e n s .  W e  d o  n o t  
h a v e  a u n i f o r m  p r o g r a m .  W e  d o  n o t  h a v e  a m a n d a t o r y  
p r o g r a m .  A t  l e a s t  t w o  y e a r s  ago, t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
E d u c a t i o n  a p p o i n t e d  a c o m m i t t e e  o f  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  

c o n t r a c t o r s  t o  s i t  d o w n  a n d  d e v e l o p  a u n i f o r m  m a n d a t o r y  
p r o g r a m  t h a t  w o u l d  w o r k  f o r  s m a l l  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  l a r g e  
d i s t r i c t s .  A t  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  b i l l  c a m e  up, it w a s  n o t  
c o m p l e t e .  I t  h a s  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  o v e r  t h e  s u m m e r .  T h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  d i d  p r o v i d e  in t h e i r  b u d g e t  t o



i m p l e m e n t  t h e  p r o g r a m .  I t  w a s  s e n t  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  it 
w a s  c u t  i n  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e .  A l o n g  w i t h  t h a t  p r o g r a m ,  
w a s  a s c h o o l  b u s  i n s p e c t i o n  p r o g r a m .  I t  w a s  a c o m b i n a t i o n  
p r o g r a m  w h e r e  t h e y  u t i l i z e d  t h e  s a m e  p e r s o n n e l  t o  s a v e  
m o n e y .  S o  w e  l o s t  t h e  f u n d i n g  f o r  b o t h  p r o g r a m s .  A t  l e a s t  
t w o  y e a r s  a g o  t h e  s t a t e  a l s o  a p p o i n t e d  a n  i n s p e c t i o n  
c o m m i t t e e  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  s c h o o l  b u s  i n s p e c t i o n  p r o b l e m s .  
A l s o  a g a i n  a c o m m i t t e e  o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  a n d  c o n t r a c t o r s .  
T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  b i l l  133, d i d  n o t  
a d d r e s s  s c h o o l  b u s  s a f e t y  p r o b l e m s .  W e  n e e d  a m a n d a t o r y  
p r o g r a m  f o r  s c h o o l  b u s  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  p r o g r a m  h a s  b e e n  
d e v e l o p e d  it is b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  i n  f i n a l  d r a f t  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  
s c h o o l  b o a r d .

"I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e f e r  y o u  n o w  f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  o f  
t h a t  p r o g r a m  t o  R o m a y n e  K a r e e n  w h o  is h e r e  a s  t h e  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  O f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  s t a t e .  I t  h a s  f u l l  s u p p o r t  
a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  c o n t r a c t o r s  a n d  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  o v e r  
a t w o  y e a r  p e r i o d .  T h e  p r o g r a m  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  o f  a n  
i n s t r u c t o r  f r o m  e a c h  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  o r  f r o m  e a c h  o f  t h e  
c o n t r a c t o r s .  I t  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  b a s i c  m i n i m u m s  o f  a 
p r o g r a m .  T h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  a n d  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  t h e n  h a v e  
t h e  o p t i o n  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a p r o g r a m  t h a t  f i t s  t h e i r  
d i s t r i c t ,  m e e t i n g  t h e  b a s i c  m i n i m u m s .  T h e y  d o  t h a t  o n  
sit e ,  t h e y  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  g o  t o  A n c h o r a g e .  T h e  p r o g r a m  
p r o v i d e d  f o r  a n  i n s t r u c t o r  t h a t  w o u l d  g o  t o  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t  
a n d  t o  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  t o  p r e p a r e ,  t o  t r a i n  f o r  t h e m  t h e i r  
o w n  i n s t r u c t o r ,  s o m e o n e  q u a l i f i e d  in t h e i r  o w n  d i s t r i c t  t o  
c a r r y  o n  f r o m  y e a r  t o  y e a r .  T h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  t h a t  w a s  
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h a t  p r o g r a m  w a s  v e r y  s m a l l . "

S I D E  T W O  
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Rep. C a t o  a s k e d  if t h e  c o m m i t t e e  d i d  n o t  d e l e t e  s e c t i o n  6, 
i f  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  t i m e  i n  t h e  h i r i n g  o f  b u s  d r i v e r s  f o r  
t h e m  t o  h a v e  a l r e a d y  h a d  t h e  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  p r i o r  t o  b e i n g  
h i r e d .

S a n d r a  H u t c h i n s o n  r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o g r a m  p r o v i d e s  f o r  
p h a s i n g  i n  a n d  it o n l y  a p p l i e s  t o  n e w  c o n t r a c t s .
S h e  sai d ,  " . . . W e  r e a l l y  w o u l d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  n u m b e r  6 b e  
a m e n d e d  t o  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  Dept, o f  E d u c a t i o n  a s  t h e  a g e n c y  
t o  d e v e l o p  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  a n d  t o  m o n i t o r  a m a n d a t o r y  d r i v e r  
t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m ,  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  a f i s c a l  n o t e  a t t a c h e d ,  a n d  
t h a t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  p r o v i d e  f o r  n e w  
t r a i n i n g  f o r  n e w  p e o p l e  a n d  f o r  a m u c h  l e s s e r  r e f r e s h e r  
c o u r s e  f o r  i n c o m i n g  d r i v e r s .  T h e r e  is t i m e  t o  p u t  t h a t  in 
e f f e c t  e v e n  f o r  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  d o  n o t  h a v e  o n g o i n g  

c o n t r a c t s  h o w e v e r  t h e  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  a p p l y  a s  f a r  as a 
m a n d a t o r y  p r o g r a m  t o  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  n e w  c o n t r a c t s  b e c a u s e  
i t  n e e d s  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  in t h a t  c o n t r a c t  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  
g i v e  y o u r  c o n t r a c t o r .  O t h e r w i s e  i t ' s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  y o u r  
o n g o i n g  c o n t r a c t o r  w o u l d  n o t  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  f i l l  b e c a u s e



t h e r e  is a c o s t  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a n d  t o  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  a n d  
t h e r e  is a g e a r i n g  u p  f o r  i t  s o  t h e r e  is a p h a s e  i n  o f  t h a t  
s i t u a t i o n .  Y o u  d o n ' t  g o  o u t  a n d  s u d d e n l y  r e q u i r e  e v e r y b o d y  
t o  d o  i t  b e c a u s e  e v e r y b o d y ' s  n o t  p r e p a r e d .  B u t  i n  a p e r i o d  
o f  t i m e  a n d  m o s t  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t s  t u r n  o v e r  i n  a f i v e  y e a r  
p e r i o d  a n d  w e ' r e  n o t  a l l  o n  t h e  s a m e  s c h e d u l e ,  e v e r y  y e a r  
t h e r e ' s  a  f e w  c o n t r a c t s .  I t h i n k  w e  h a d  n i n e  c o n t r a c t s  
c o m e  u p  t h i s  y e a r .  S o  t h e r e ' s  a  p h a s e - o v e r ,  i n  a p e r i o d  o f  
f i v e  y e a r s  e v e r y b o d y  w o u l d  b e  o n  i t . "

R e p .  P i g n a l b e r i  a s k e d  S a n d r a  H u t c h i n s  i f  i t  w o u l d  b e  
a c c e p t a b l e  t o  h e r  if t h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e i n s t a t e d  a p r o v i s i o n  
l i k e  s e c t i o n  6 b u t  w h i c h  w o u l d  a p p r o v e  p r i v a t e  d r i v e r  
t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  r a t h e r  t h a n  c r e a t e  a " l i t t l e  b u r e a u c r a c y  
in t h a t  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r  a d r i v e r  
t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m . "

S a n d r a  H u t c h i n s  r e p l i e d ,  "I t h i n k  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  p r o g r a m  
t h i s  c o u l d  b e  d o n e  b e c a u s e  t h e  s t a t e  w o u l d  s i m p l y  s e t  t h e  
m i n i m u m s  a n d  t h e n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  s u b m i t s  t h e i r  o w n  p r o g r a m  
f r o m  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r .  T h e  c o n t r a c t o r  a c t u a l l y  h a s  h i s  o w n  
p r o g r a m .  H e  s u b m i t s  i t  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  f o r  a p p r o v a l  a n d  it 
g o e s  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  S o  t h a t  w o u l d  n o t  p r e c l u d e  a p r i v a t e  
( i n d i s c e r n a b l e ) ."
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Re p i  M a r r o u  a g r e e d  w i t h  Re p .  P i g n a l b e r i .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  she 
m a d e  a " g o o d  c a s e "  f o r  s e t t i n g  u p  p r i v a t e  d r i v i n g  s c h o o l s  
o r  t h e  M a t - S u  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  s e t i n g  u p  a d r i v i n g  s c h o o l .
H e  n o t e d  t h a t  n o n e  of t h e  o t h e r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  t h e  
s t a t e  w e r e  p r e s e n t .

S a n d r a  H u t c h i n s  s a i d  s h e  w a s  n o t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  M a t - S u .
S h e  s a i d  t h i s  i s s u e  h a s  b e e n  r e s e a r c h e d  a n d  is t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s e v e r a l  d i s t r i c t ' s  w o r k .  S h e  s a i d  t h e  
p r o b l e m  is t h a t  m a n y  d i s t r i c t s  d o  n o t  r e q u i r e  t r a i n i n g  a n d  
h a l f  t h e  f a t a l i t y  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  a r e  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  
d r i v e r  w h i c h  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e s  t o  t r a i n i n g .  S h e  i n c l u d e d ,  
" T h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i g h w a y  T r a f f i c  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
t h a t  a g e n c y  w h i c h  p r o m u l g a t e s  t h e  r u l e s  f o r  s a f e t y  
r e g a r d i n g  s c h o o l  b u s e s ,  w a s  t h a t  r a t h e r  t h a n  s e a t  b e l t s ,  
m o n e y  n e e d s  t o  b e  s p e n t  o n  d r i v e r  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  
f o r  p r o p e r  t r a i n i n g  of t h e  d r i v e r s  w h e n  t r a n s p o r t i n g  
s t u d e n t s  b e c a u s e  t h a t ' s  w h e r e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  are. W h a t  w e  
h a v e  is l i t t l e  o r  n o  t r a i n i n g  t o  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a m o u n t s  o f  
t r a i n i n g  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  l i k e  m i n e  r e q u i r e  it.
W e  m o n i t o r  it a n d  w e  m a k e  s u r e  t h e  t r a i n i n g  h a p p e n s ,  i t ' s  
n o t  h a p p e n i n g :  a n d  t h a t ' s  t h e  i s s u e .
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S h e  c o n t i n u e d ,  " I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  
b u r e a u c r a c y : . . .  in a s e n s e ,  i t  a l l  is. W e ' r e  s i m p l y  m o v i n g  
i t  f r o m  o n e  s t a t e  a g e n c y  t o  a n o t h e r  w h i c h  w e  f e e l  m o r e  
a p p r o p r i a t e l y  is a s s i g n e d .

N u m b e r

R e p .  P i g n a l b e r i  a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  w a s  a w a y  t o  s h i f t  t h e  
e m p h a s i s  a w a y  f r o m  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t .

S a n d r a  H u t c h i n s  r e p l i e d ,  "I t h i n k  if y o u  l o o k  a t  t h e  
p r o g r a m  y o u ' l l  s e e  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  
g o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  b e  d o i n g  h e r e  is (1) t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  
m a n d a t o r y  p r o g r a m  a n d  t o  i s s u e  t h e  b a s i c  m i n i m u m s ,  (2) 
a p p r o v e  t h o s e  p r o g r a m s  ( w h i c h  are) s e t  u p  b y  d i s t r i c t s  
t h r o u g h  y o u r  c o n t r a c t o r  t h a t  it d o e s  m e e t  t h e  b a s i c  
m i n i m u m s  a n d  (3) t o  p r o v i d e  a t r a i n e r  t o  t r a i n  t h o s e  a r e a s  
w h e r e  t h e y  d o  n o t  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  t o  t h e  
e x p e r t i s e . ."
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R e p .  D a v i s  j o i n e d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .

R e p .  S h u l t z  a s k e d  h o w  m a n y  t i m e s  f a t a l i t i e s  have, o c c u r e d  in 
t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e .

S a n d r a  H u t c h i n s  s a i d  o n c e  l a s t  y e a r  t o  h e r  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  

r e f e r r e d  h i m  t o  R o m a y n e  K a r e e n .  S h e  s a i d  t h a t  s t a t e w i d e  
h a l f  o f  f a t a l i t i e s  a r e  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  d r i v e r ,  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  
a r e  c a u s e d  b y  m o t o r i s t s  w h o  p a s s  w h e n  b u s e s  stop.

R e p .  S h u l t z  a s k e d  h o w  A l a s k a  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
s t a t e s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  w i t h  a c c i d e n t s  a n d  f a t a l i t i e s .

S a n d r a  H u t c h i n s  r e p l i e d  t h a t  s h e  b e l i e v e d  it w a s  a g o o d  
r e c o r d  b u t  a g a i n  r e f e r r e d  h i m  t o  R o m a y n e  K a r e e n .
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R e p .  S c h u l t z  a s k e d  i f  s h e  c o u l d  c r e d i t  t h e  g o o d  s a f e t y  
r e c o r d  t o  t h e  c o n c i e n t i o u s  a n d  c o n c e r n e d  c o n t r a c t o r s .

S a n d r a  H u t c h i n s o n  a g r e e d  a n d  s a i d  t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  
h a v e  m o r e  c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d  b y  t h e  b u s  d r i v e r s  is b e c a u s e  w e  
d o  h a v e  s o m e  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s .

R e p .  M a r r o u  s a i d  h e  a g r e e s  w i t h  R e p .  S h u l t z .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  
s i n c e  s c h o o l  b u s  d r i v i n g  is e s s e n t i a l l y  r u n  on a d i s t r i c t  
o r  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  l e vel, it is l o g i c a l  t o  k e e p  i t  t h a t
way.

R e p .  C a t o  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  f u n d e d  b y  
t h e  s t a t e  i n  full.



R e p .  H e r r m a n  i n q u i r e d  if i n d e e d  a l l  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s  
s u p p o r t  s c h o o l  b u s  t r a i n i n g .  •

S a n d r a  H u t c h i n s  s a i d  t h a t  c o n t r a c t o r s  d i d  a n d  t e s t i f i e d  
t h i s  l a s t  s p r i n g .

R e p .  D a v i s  a s k e d  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  s p e c i f y i n g  w h i c h  d i s t r i c t s  
c u r r e n t l y  d o n ' t  t r a i n .  H e  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  f o r  b a c k u p  
d r i v e r s  h a v i n g  t r a i n i n g  a n d  l i c e n s i n g  i n  t h e  c a s e  of 
a b s e n s e s .

S a n d r a  H u t c h i n s  r e p l i e d  t h a t  s h e  d i d n ' t  h a v e  t h a t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  her. S h e  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s  
a l w a y s  h a v e  b a c k u p  d r i v e r s  a v a i l a b l e  w h o  g o  t h r o u g h  
l i c e n s i n g  a n d  f u l l  t r a i n i n g .
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R e p .  C a t o  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  s t a f f  t o  w o r k  w i t h  Rep. 
J e n k i n ' s  s t a f f  a n d  b r i n g  t h i s  b i l l  u p  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e e k .  
S h e  i n t r o d u c e d  R o m a y n e  K a r e e n .

R o m a y n e  K a r e e n  r e s p o n d e d  t o  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n s :

T o  Re p .  S h u l t z  s h e  s a i d  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  t h r e e  f a t a l i t i e s  i n  
A l a s k a  i n  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  i n v o l v i n g  s c h o o l  b u s e s .

T o  R e p .  P i g n a l b e r i  s h e  s a i d  t h a t  s c h o o l  b u s  d r i v e r s  
c o n t r a c t  f o r  l e n g t h s  w h i c h  v a r y  f r o m  3 t o  5 y e a r s .

T r  R e p .  M a r r o u  a n d  Rep. P i g n a l b e r i ,  r e g a r d i n g  p r i v a t e  
e n t e r p r i s e ,  s h e  s a i d  i t  w a s n ' t  t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t ' s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 
b u r e a u c r a c y  a n d  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  c o u l d  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  p r i v a t e  
i n d u s t r y  t o  w o r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .
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R e p .  P i g n a l b e r i  a s k e d  h o w  m a n y  e m p l o y e e s  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  in 
t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s  o f f i c e .  
H e  a l s o  a s k e d  if t h e r e  is p r e s e n t l y  a s t a n d a r d  f o r  d r i v e r ' s  
t r a i n i n g .

R o m a y n e  K a r e e n  r e p l i e d  t h a t  s h e  is t h e  o n l y  o n e  in t h a t  
o f f i c e  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  is o n l y  a f e d e r a l  s t a n d a r d ,  s t a n d a r d  
17 t h a t  h i g h l y  r e c o m m e n d s  40 h o u r s  o f  t r a i n i n g .  H o w e v e r ,  
t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  n o t  a d o p t e d  s t a n d a r d  17, S h e  a d d e d  
t h a t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e y  h a v e  a " m a s t e r  p l a n "  f o r  a r e q u i r e d  
p r o g r a m  b u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  f i n a n c i a l l y  " g e a r e d  u p "  t o  
i m p l e m e n t  t h i s  p l a n .

Rep. P i g n a l b e r i  a s k e d  t h a t  if s e c t i o n  6 w e r e  p a s s e d  in s o m e  
form, if t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  w o u l d  b e  l e f t  o n  t h e r e  o w n  to



w o r k  o u t  t h e  m e c h a n i c s  o f  a p r o b l e m ,  e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  a 
c o n t r a c t o r  o r  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  o w n  m e a n s .

R o m a y n e  K a r e e n  a g r e e d  a n d  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  b e g i n  
i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p h a s e  in J u l y  1, 1 9 86, p e n d i n g  a n  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  w o u l d  b e g i n  J u l y  1, 
1 9 8 7 .

R e p .  P i g n a l b e r i  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o g r a m  b u d g e t  
i m p a c t  w o u l d  b e  l a r g e r  t h a n  f i s c a l  n o t e  s h o w e d .  H e  
s u g g e s t e d  p u t t i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  b i l l  
t o  a s k  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  " t o  g o  a s  f a r  as t h e y  
c a n  w i t h  t h e  m a s t e r  p l a n  a n d  c o m e  i n  f o r  f u n d i n g  n e x t  
y e a r . "

N u m b e r  454

R o m a y n e  K a r e e n  l i s t e d  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  f i g u r e s  a n d  w h a t  t h e y  
i n c l u d e d .  T h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  w o u l d  b e  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  l e g i s l a t o r s  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day.

R e p .  C a t o  a s k e d  Re p .  P i g n a l b e r i  t o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  s p o n s o r  
a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S a n d r a  H u t c h i n s  t o  
c h a n g e  t h e  b i l l  s o  i t  c a n  b e  s c h e d u l e d  n e x t  w e e k .

R o m a y n e  K a r e e n  s a i d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  s h e  w o u l d  b r i n g  s o m e  
c o n t r a c t o r s  t o  t e s t i f y  a t  t h a t  t i m e .

N u m b e r  608

R e p .  C a t o  a d j o u r n e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  8:2 0 .



HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
J a n u a r y . 28, 1 9 8 6  

7 : 0 0  a.m.

M e m b e r s  p r e s e n t :

Rep. B e t t e  C a t o  
Rep. M i k e  D a v i s  
R e p .  D i c k  S h u l t z  
R e p .  A d e l h e i d  H e r r m a n n  
Re p .  A n d r e  M a r r o u  
Re p .  W a l t  F u r n a c e

C O M M I T T E E  C A L E N D A R :

CS H B  409 " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t r a i n i n g  a n d  l i c e n s i n g  o f  
s c h o o l  b u s  d r i v e r s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

W I T N E S S  R E G I S T E R :

L o r e t t a  N i s t l e r  
A l a s k a  M o t o r  C o a c h e s  
P.O. B o x  9 8 8

D e l t a  J u n c t i o n ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 3 7  
P o s i t i o n :  W i t n e s s  ~ in f a v o r  of t h e  b i l l

T o m  H y a t t

P r e s i d e n t ,  A l a s k a  S c h o o l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n
P.O. B o x  7 7 0 3 5 0

E a g l e  R i v e r ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 7 7
P h o n e :  6 9 4 - 2 9 2 1

P o s i t i o n :  W i t n e s s  - in f a v o r  of t h e  b i l l  

B o b  S h e f c h i k

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o o r d i n a t o r
N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t
5 7 8  C a n o s o  R o a d
N o r t h  P o l e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 5
P h o n e :  4 8 8 - 6 5 5 0
P o s i t i o n :  W i t n e s s  - in f a v o r  of t h e  b i l l  

S t e v e  K a l m e s
D i r e c t o r  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  f o r
A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t
3 5 0 0  T u d o r  R o a d
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a
P h o n e :  5 6 3 - 3 0 2 2
P o s i t i o n :  W i t n e s s  - in f a v o r  of t h e  b i l l
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D o n  S w a i n

D i r e c t o r  o f  P e r s o n n e l  S a f e t y  T r a i n i n g  f o r  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  M a r k e t i n g  S e r v i c e s  
1 2 2 4  2 7 t h  S t r e e t  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 1  
P h o n e :  4 5 6 - 1 5 9 8

P o s i t i o n :  W i t n e s s  - i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  b i l l

L o l a  M a y  F i e l d
L a i d l a w  T r a n s i t
P . O .  B o x  2 5 6 0
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9

P o s i t i o n :  W i t n e s s  - i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  b i l l

C h r i s t i n e  F l e g e l  
1 0 4 0  E. 1 s t  A v e n u e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  
P h o n e :  2 7 6 - 7 8 2 3  
P o s i t i o n :  O b s e r v e r

H e n r y  H a m m o n d  
1 0 4 0  E. 1 s t  A v e n u e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  
P h o n e :  2 7 6 - 7 8 2 3  

P o s i t i o n :  O b s e r v e r

P R E V I O U S  A C T I O N :

H B  409: D A T E  P A G E  A C T I O N

0 4 / 2 9 / 8 5  (H) 1 1 5 9  R E A D  T H E  F I R S T  T I M E  W I T H
R E F E R R A L ( S )

A C T I O N  N A R R A T I V E  

T A P E  O N E  S I D E  O N E

(A m i x  u p  w i t h  t h e  t a p e  b e g i n s  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  a t  056.

N u m b e r s  0 0 0  t o  0 5 6  a r e  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  of t h e  m e e t i n g ,  w h i c h  
w e r e  a c t u a l l y  t a p e d  o v e r  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  in e r r o r . )

Rep. C a t o  c a l l e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  o r d e r  a t  7 : 0 0  a.m. w i t h  
Rep. M a r r o u ,  Rep. S h u l t z ,  Rep. F u r n a c e ,  Re p .  H e r r m a n n  
p r e s e n t .

Rep. C a t o  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a m o t i o n  b e  m a d e  t o  a d o p t  t h e  CS. 

N u m b e r  0 5 6

Rep. M a r r o u  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of t h e  C S  b a s e d  o n  his
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u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  i n  c o m m i t t e e  d o e s  n o t  
a p p l y  t o  t h e  C S  a n d  in h i s  o p i n i o n ,  a d r i v e r  t r a i n i n g  is 
n o t  n e e d e d .

A l l  p r e s e n t  v o t e d  t o  a d o p t  t h e  CS e x c e p t  R e p .  M a r r o u .

Re p .  C a t o  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  f o u r  c h a n g e s  t h e  C S  h a s  b r o u g h t  to 
H B  409:

(1) A  s e c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  a d d e d  to a l l o w  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
E d u c a t i o n  t o  d e v e l o p ,  i m p l e m e n t  a n d  m o n i t o r  a m a n d a t o r y  
d r i v e r  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m .

(2) T h e  o u t - o f - s t a t e  c r i m i n a l  c h e c k  h a s  b e e n  a d d e d  t o  t h e  
s e c t i o n  w h i c h  c o v e r s  t h a t  n a t i o n a l  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  in 
o r d e r  t o  a l l o w  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of S a f e t y  t o  i s s u e  a 
t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e  p e n d i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a n d  
o u t - o f - s t a t e  c h e c k .

(3) A  t e c h n i c a l  a m e n d m e n t  w a s  n e e d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  " d r i v i n g  
w h i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d "  f o r  p u r p o s e d  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  a n  
a p p l i c a n t  h a s  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  of a n  o f f e n s e  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

(4) T h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  w a s  c h a n g e d  t o  S e p t e m b e r  1, 1987, 
a s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  w o u l d  b e g i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
p h a s e  o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  in J u l y  1, 1 9 8 6  p e n d i n g  an 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  a n d  w o u l d  b e  i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h i s  p r o g r a m  in 
1987.

Rep. D a v i s  j o i n e d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a t  7:07.

R e p .  D a v i s  m o v e d  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  d e l e t e  t h e  w o r d s  " a n d  
5" f r o m  p a g e  3, l i n e  19.

T h e r e  w e r e  n o  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h a t  m o t i o n .

N u m b e r  134

R e p .  J e n k i n s ,  t h e  s p o n s o r ,  s p o k e  g e n e r a l l y  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  
b i l l  a n d  t h e  r e c e n t  c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  o f  t h e  b i l l .

B o b  S h e f c h i k  t e s t i f i e d  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  b i l l .

L o r e t t a  N i s t l e r  t e s t i f i e d  f r o m  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  in f a v o r  of 

t h e  b i l l .

Re p .  D a v i s  v o i c e d  h i s  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  i m p a c t  of t h i s  b i l l  
o n  s m a l l e r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .

N u m b e r  287

L o l a  M a y  F i e l d  t e s t i f i e d  f r o m  S o l d o t n a  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  

b il l .
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D o n  S w a i n  t e s t i f i e d  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  bill.

R e p .  D a v i s  s a i d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  t e l e c o p y  t h e  C S  to F a i r b a n k s  
f o r  D o n  S w a i n  t o  l o o k  at.

B i l l  B r o w n  c l a r i f i e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k s  f o r  
D o n  S w a i n .

R e p .  H e r r m a n n  a s k e d  h o w  f a r  t h e  $ 1 0 4 , 0 0 0  i n  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  
w o u l d  gc.

T o m  H y a t t  t e s t i f i e d  f r o m  A n c h o r a g e  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  b i l l .  

N u m b e r  4 4 5

S t e v e  K a l m e s  t e s t i f i e d  f r o m  A n c h o r a g e  in f a v o r  of t h e  bill.

Rep. D a v i s  a s k e d  h o w  m u c h  a n  a v e r a g e  s c h o o l  b u s  d r i v e r  
e a r n s .

S t e v e  K a l m e s  s a i d  b e t w e e n  $8 a n d  $12 p e r  h o u r .

Rep. D a v i s  a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  is a p a r t i c u l a r l y  h i g h  t u r n o v e r  
d u e  t o  t h e  pa y .

S t e v e  K a l m e s  s a i d  h e  s a w  m o r e  o f  a p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  t i m e  
l a p s e s  d u e  t o  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k s  a n d  t r a i n i n g .

T A P E  O N E  S I D E  T W O

N u m b e r  0 0 0

Rep. C a t o  e x p l a i n e d  t o  S t e v e  K a l m e s  t h a t  t h e  C S  w o u l d  t a k e  
c a r e  o f  h i s  c o n c e r n  b y  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s i n g .

Rep. D a v i s  r e q u e s t e d  L e g i s l a t i v e  I n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t e l e c o p y  
S t e v e  K a l m e s  a  c o p y  of t h e  CS.

Rep. H e r r m a n n  a s k e d  Mr. H y a t t  if all t h e  s c h o o l  b u s  
c o n t r a c t o r s  in t h e  s t a t e  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,

T o m  H y a t t  s a i d  m o s t  of t h e m  are.

N u m b e r  062

R o m a y n e  K a r e e n  t e s t i f i e d  in f a v o r  of t h e  b i l l  a n d  
v o l u n t e e r e d  to a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s .

Rep. D a v i s  a s k e d  if t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  a p p l i e d  w i t h  t h e  CS as 

i t  d i d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  bill.

N u m b e r  3 1 7
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R o m a y n e  s a i d  t h e  d r i v e r  t r a i n i n g  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l  h a s n ' t  
c h a n g e d  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ' s  n o t e  w a s  s t i l l  
a c c u r a t e .

R e p .  D a v i s  a s k e d  w h e r e  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e  c o s t s  w o u l d  b e  
c o u n t e d .

N u m b e r  118

R e p .  F u r n a c e  a s k e d  i f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  s h o u l d  v i e w  t h e  t w o  
m o s t  r e c e n t  f i s c a l  n o t e s  t o  g e t  t h e  w h o l e  f s e a l  i m p a c t :  
o n e  f r o m  Dep t ,  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  a n d  t h e  mor, r e c e n t  f r o m  
D e p t ,  o f  E d u c a t i o n .

R o m a y n e  K a r e e n  c l a r i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  f i s c a l  n o t e  
b a l a n c e  w a s  zero.

N u m b e r  142

R e p .  M a r r o u  s a i d  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  f r o m  t h e  Dept, o f  
E d u c a t i o n  i s  o b s o l e t e  a n d  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  t o  t h e  CS.

R o m a y n e  K a r e e n  r e s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  p r o g r a m  h a s  b e e n  
b r o u g h t  f o r t h  t o  t h e  CS and, t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  s a m e  f i s c a l  
n o t e  a p p l i e s .

R e p .  M a r r o u  s a i d  t h e  CS e s t a b l i s h e s  a s c h o o l  b u s  d r i v e r  

t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  b u t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l  s p e c i f i e s  a " s t a t e  
a p p r o v e d "  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e .

R e p .  D a v i s  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  bil l .

N u m b e r  215

R e p .  C a t o  s a i d  s h e  a g r e e d  w i t h  Re p .  D a v i s .

R e p .  H e r r m a n n  a s k e d  R o m a y n e  K a r e e n  for c l a r i f i c a t i o n  on 
c o n t r a c t o r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  p e r t a i n i n g  to t h i s  b i l l .

N u m b e r  278

R e p .  S h u l t z  a s k e d  B i l l  B r o w n  if t h e  D i v i s i o n  of M o t o r  
V e h i c l e s  c o u l d  i n c l u d e  i n  t h e i r  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  
l i c e n s i n g  p r o c e d u r e .

R e p .  C a t o  s a i d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  r e q u e s t  a w r i t t e n  
c o m m i t m e n t  f r o m  t h e  Dep t ,  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  
a d o p t  a t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s i n g  p r o c e d u r e .

R o m a y n e  K a r e e n  a s k e d  w h y  t h e  b i l l  r e f e r e n c e d  t h e  Dept, o f  
P u b l i c  S a f e t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  Dept, o f  E d u c a t i o n .
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R o n d a  C a r g i l l  c l a r i f i e d  t h a t . t h e  Dep t ,  o f  E d u c a t i o n  is t o  
o v e r s e e  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e  D e pt, o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ' s  s h a r e d  
r o l e  in r e g a r d  t o  t h e  b i l l ' s  p r o g r a m .

N u m b e r  3 4 9

Re p .  M a r r o u  v o i c e d  h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  " e x c e s s i v e "  t i m e s  
s t i p u l a t e d  in H B  4 0 9  a n d  CS H B  4 0 9  i n  r e g a r d  t o  D W I ' s  a n d  
c h i l d  m o l e s t e r s .

Rep. M a r r o u  m o v e d  t h a t  t h e  20 y e a r s  b e  c h a n g e d  to 10 o n
p a g e  2, l i n e  22 1/2, a n d  o n  p a g e  3, l i n e  11 1/2, c h a n g e  20
y e a r s  t o  5 y e a r s .

Rep. D a v i s  o b j e c t e d  to t h e  m o t i o n .

Rep. J e n k i n s  a d d e d  t h a t  h e  d e r i v e d  t h e s e  n u m b e r s  f o r  y e a r s
f r o m  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  M o t o r  V e h i c l e  r e g u l a t i o n s .

N u m b e r  4 2 5

Rep. S h u l t z  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  m o t i o n  b e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  
p a r t s .

Rep. M a r r o u  r e s t a t e d  t h e  m o t i o n :  p a g e  2, l i n e  22 1/2, 
c h a n g e  20 y e a r s  t o  10 y e a r s .

Rep. D a v i s ,  Re p .  F u r n a c e ,  R e p .  H e r r m a n n  a n d  Rep. C a t o  
o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  m o t i o n .  Re p .  M a r r o u  a n d  Rep. S h u l t z  v o t e d  
yes. T h e  m o t i o n  w a s  d e n i e d .

Rep. M a r r o u  m o v e d  t h a t  p a g e  3, l i n e  11 1/2, c h a n g e  20 y e a r s  
t o  f i v e  y e a r s .

B i l l  B r o w n  c l a r i f i e d ,  " T h e  c u r r e n t  r e g u l a t i o n  in r e g a r d s  
t o  t h e  s e c o n d  D W I  i s  p e r m a n e n t  ( l i c e n s e  f o r f e i t u r e )  f o r  
s c h o o l  b u s  d r i v e r s " .

Rep. S h u l t z  said, " t w e n t y  y e a r s  i s  a b o u t  a s  c l o s e  t o  
p e r m a n e n t  a s  y o u  c a n  get " .

E v e r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  v o t e d  n o  on t h e  s e c o n d  m o t i o n  e x c e p t  
Rep. M a r r o u .

Re p .  S h u l t z  m o v e d  t h a t  p a g e  3, l i n e  11 1/2, be c h a n g e d  f r o m  
20 y e a r s  t o  10 y e a r s .

T h i s  a m e n d m e n t  w a s  p a s s e d  b y  Rep. Cato, Re p .  S h u l t z ,  Rep. 
H e r r m a n n ,  a n d  Rep. D a v i s  v o t i n g  yes.

Rep. S h u l t z  m o v e d  t h a t  CS 409 w i t h  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  b e  m o v e d  
o u t  o f  c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .
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R e p .  M a r r o u  v o t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  m o t i o n  t o  m o v e  t h e  b i l l  out 
o f  c o m m i t t e e  b u t  w a s  t h e  o n l y  o b j e c t i o n .

R e p .  S h u l t z  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  c o m m i t t e e  s h o u l d  l o o k  at 
t h e  p r o p o s e d  Dep t ,  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  r e g u l a t i o n s .

R e p . J e n k i n s  n o t e d  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e s  s h o u l d  b e  ,,r e D r e D a r e d ,, 
b e f o r e  t h i s  b i l l  is r e a d  a c r o s s  t h e  floor.

T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  a d j o u r n e d  a t  8:06.
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The school bus industry is the largest transportation system in the world 

t o d a y /  In order to understand its magnitude, we must visualize 400 thou­

sand buses transporting 23 million students a total of 3 billion miles a'- 

year. Not only is it the largest system in the world, but statistics 

reveal it also to be the safest. Nationwide, pupil transportation is 

reported to be 7 times safer than the family car. «.

•

Research throughout the State of Alaska revealed a significant disparity 

of training requirements at the respective local levels ranging from 

practically nothing to those in excess of 40 hours. The obvious need for 

conformity of school bus driver training on a statewide basis became very 

apparent following that research.

A classic example of a disaster arising from non-conformity happened in 

Martinez, California in 1976 when a driver, untrained on a particular type 

of bus that had not been inspected by state authorities because of the 

pending sale of that bus, embarked on a field trip to another city.

Because of a series of events contributing directly to driver error, the 

trip ended t r a g i c a l l y  on an off ramp with 29 student fatalities. The 

personal loss and suffering felt by so many, in this and many other school 

bus accidents involving injuries and fatalities, is magnified by the fact 

they could have been prevented by proper training and follow-up proce­

dures.

%
In order to maintain the integrity of a system with a safety record second 

to none, there must be a formal, structured program of driver training

OPENING STATEMENT \ \  •
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combined with a monitoring system that will ensure compliance throughout 

the state.

The growth and increasing population of Alaska intensified the demands on 

all concerned to establish a school bus transportation system which 

incorporates the ultimate in safe and efficient safety practices. As th e’* 

business of transporting children becomes more professional and visible 

wit h  all its related problems, more precise guidelines have been and 

continue to be established. Responsibilities of states, local districts, 

contractors, administrators, supervisors, and school bus drivers are 

becoming greater and greater. In our modern society, it appears that safe 

school bus transportation awareness is fast becoming more acute.

Although the burden of providing this safe transportation is the respon­

sibility of everyone involved with the program, the State Department of 

Education has the primary responsibility for the formulation, direction 

and overall administration of the program.

II. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The ultimate goal is the assurance that all instructors and drivers will 

receive the same quality education necessary for optimum safety, efficien­

cy.and ultimate cost effectiveness.

To accomplish this goal, there must be designed, financed, implemented, 

administered, and monitored an ongoing comprehensive training and report­

ing program for all school bus related personnel in the State of Alaska. 

This would ensure that the State Department, School Districts, and local

3



contractor-; would be in compliance with a program designed for the pro­

tection and safety of all concerned.

Programs shall b e  designed for school bus driver trainer instructors, 

certified school bus driver trainers, certified school bus drivers and state 

licensing examiners.

Although a quality program for all is the ultimate goal, the 

diversification of the State of Alaska has to be taken into consideration. 

Therefore, in order not to handicap a district or contractor with an 

unreasonable program that may be unsuited to thej.r size or respective areas 

and unique conditions, the Transportation Director of the local school 

district will be responsible for designing a school bus driver training 

program using material and information out of the approved training manual 

adopted by the Department of Education. Using the AO hour recommendation 

as a yardstick to have properly trained drivers meet local requirements, 

programs can then be designed utilizing local expertise with training 

emphasis being directed to specific needs relative to that particular area 

of the state.

These respective training programs and/or all subsequent updates or 

revisions, shall be submitted to the State Transportation Director for 

approval by July 1, prior to the opening of school in that district.

No drivers will be certified by the Division of Motor Vehicles until 

notification of acceptance and approval of the training program for that

A



DRAFT
related area is received from the State Transportation Director.

Each training program will be limited to the life of the transportation 

contract in each respective area and none will exceed the life of that 

contract.

Because of inherent difficulties in designing programs for Alaska, with 

its size and unique situations, implementation of these training 

programs, approval of appropriate administrative authority, and 

providing for budgetary procedures, a realistic outlook should involve a 

multi-year plan.

III. PROGRAM NEEDS ASSESSMENT

A. Develop or obtain curriculum and all related training aids to fit 

the following categories with the corresponding time frames and 

subject matter:

1. CATEGORIES TIME FRAME

CERTIFIED SCHOOL BUS DRIVER T R A INER ................80 hrs.

CLASSROOM................... AO hrs.

BEHIND-THE-WHEEL................... AO hrs.

CERTIFIED SCHOOL BUS D R I V E R ............................AO hrs.

CLASSROOM................... 20 hrs.

BEHIND-THE-WHEEL................... 20 hrs.

STATE LICENSING EXAMINERS..'............................. 8 hrs.

5



SUBJECT MATTER

a. SCHOOL BUS DRIVER TRAINER/SCHOOL BUS DRIVER

1) The subject matter for the two above categories will 

overlap, include, but not be limited to the following:

a) State Rules and Regulations

b) District Rules and Regulations

c) Student Management

d) Public Relations

e) D r i v e r’s Role and Responsibilities

f) Student Rider Procedure

g) Loading and Unloading

h) Safety and Emergency Procedures

i) Pre-Trip Inspection

j) Bus Components

k) Field Trips

1) First Aid

m) The Exceptional Child

n) Defensive Driving

o) Driving Skills

2) In addition to the above, the curriculum for the Driver 

Trainer will include the following:

a) Setting up a Classroom

b) Proper Classroom Procedures

c) Instructor Qualities



d) Lesson Planning DRAFT
e) Four Step Instruction Process: ' ............

1] Preparation

2] Presentation

3] Application

4] Evaluation

f) Teaching Techniques:

1] Creating Positive Teaching Environment

2] Motivating Students to Learn

3] Provide Learning Resources

4] Guiding Students on Subject Matter

g) Practice Teaching

h) Proper and Effective Use of Teaching Aids

b. STATE LICENSING EXAMINERS

1) Hold a one day workshop to cover the following topics:

a) Explanation of the overall school bus driver

Training program.

b) A  behind-the-wheel segment to demonstrate the 

driving skills being taught in the program.

c) Coordinate any new requirements or testing

procedures from the D.P.S. or possible future

changes or revisions.

7

i



State Department of Education Pupil Transportation Director be 

authorized to certify and/or choose school bus driver trainer 

instructors from qualified authorities throughout the nation because 

of their many years of experience, education, and expertise in all 

aspects of the school bus industry and related subject matter.

The State Pupil Transportation Director shall be supplied with:

1. A  list of school bus driver trainers to be certified upon the 

satisfactory completion of the required authorized programs. 

This affidavit shall be signed and attested to by the 

participating Driver Trainer Instructor(s).

2. A list of the School Bus Drivers, subsequent to the satisfactory 

completion of the required authorized training programs and 

prior to the application of the certified driver's license, 

shall be supplied with appropriate affidavit signed by the 

Driver Trainer(s).

The 20 hours behind-the-wheel time frame may be waived if the 

applicant can furnish proof or produce credentials verifying the 

satisfactory completion of a comparable training program or if the 

applicant's past driving experience, education and knowledge in the 

field of pupil transportation becomes evident to the driver trainer.

After an appropriate behind-the-wheel session of at least 2 hours 

for verification, a Training Waiver Certificate signed by the 

Certified Driver Trainer attesting to the qualifications and ability 

of the applicant may be issued for presentation to the D.M.V.



Prepare c training program for the State Licensing Examiners "that" 

. would make them cognizant of training procedures and program content 

putting them in a position to question th» legitimacy of either 

affidavit. The State Licensing Examiners would serve as an 

excellent check and balance of the driver training program.

Provide that a certified school bus driver's license shall be 

renewed every 2 years and:

1. Require 10 hours of in-service training per year in order to 

remain current in such subjects as:

a. Classroom Instruction

b. Behind-the-wheel Training

c. Safety Road Check

d. Safety Meetings

e. "Roadeo" Competition

f. State Conferences

g. Job-Related Courses

2. Require an appropriate affidavit accompany the school bus driver 

and reflect the required 20 hours of in-service training when 

applying for license renewal.

Requife a year-end report showing all training received by each 

certified school bus driver be supplied to the state pupil 

transportation director.



H. Design the appropriate form and establish reporting procedures for 

the necessary data to be provided to the State Department of 

Education Pupil Transportation Director. Examples:

1. -List of all employees in their proper categories, showing

subject matter, type, and amount of training received

2. State Licensing Examiners in-service

3. Copies of all Certified Training Affidavits and Certified 

Training Waiver Affidavits.

4. Proper and comprehensive accident reporting becomes a larger 

priority. The statistical data gleaned from this material could 

provide excellent subject matter for in-service training.

I. Utilize when possible, because of their strategic location 

throughout the state, Community Colleges and Extension Rural 

Education Facilities as sites for regional instruction or in-service 

training to minimize travel for rural personnel.

J. Develop video tape programming for certain types of training.

K. Design an on-site monitoring system to compliment the regularly

established reporting procedure.

L. Establish a dollar value for budgetary purposes with immediate

attention being given to the writing, study and evaluation of all 

the proposed programs.
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M. Provide for adequate personnel for proper administration of the' 

program.

N. Prepare, print and distribute the desired and related material.

IV. MULTI-YEAR PLAN FOR ACCOMPLISHMENT

Obviously a program of this magnitude will need an adequate amount of 

time to phase in the appropriate segments as they are developed and as 

budgetary consideration will allow.

The following listing will indicate the priorities for incorporating the 

different aspects of the total program and will no doubt encompass a 

multi-year time frame.

PHASE I PLANNING - BUDGETING

A. Hold a meeting with Director of Management, Law, and Finance and the 

Commissioner of Education to discuss goals and objectives of the 

Pupil Transportation training proposal as the first step toward a 

State approved program.

B. Prepafe package for the Department of Education for the following 

considerations:

1. Approval of the program

2. Budgetary appropriations

11



3. R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to i n c l u d e  t he a p p r o p r i a t e  l a n g u a g e -  in' t h e -----

Department of Education Regulations that would assure a State 

mandated, regulated, and monitored school bus driver training 

program and related services.

4. Recommendations to include the appropriate language in the

Department of Education Regulations that would provide for State 

Certification for School Bus D r iver Trainers and School Bus 

Drivers.

PHASE II CURRICULUM - REPORTING

A. Prepare curriculum and establish visual aids needed for driver 

training program.

B. Print and distribute materials to local districts along with 

guidelines for the preparation for approval of their respective

training programs.

C. Design, print, and distribute all forms to all related agencies

needed for required reporting.

\

D. Determine and prepare curriculum and material needs for the driver 

trainer instructors workshop.

PHASE III IMPLEMENTATION - EVALUATION

A. Establish necessary workshops to acquaint contractor and district 

personnel with programs, forms, procedures, etc.

12



B. Establish workshops with D.M.V. personnel for program coordination.

C. Establish and begin annual workshop to qualify driver trainers.

D. Begin driver training orogram on local level.

E. Evaluate program for efficiency of training and reporting

procedures.

PHASE IV RESTRUCTURE - REORGANIZE

Alter, change, redesign, or upgrade any portion of the program as needed 

or required.

VI. CLOSING STATEMENT

This plan has identified a need, spelled out the process to rectify that 

need, and provided for an ongoing program with room to fluctuate as the 

business it regulates varies according to the educational requirements 

of the community.

One of the major endeavors of the plan was to alleviate the

discrepancies regarding school bus driver training while allowing a good

measure of local control of respective school districts.

The concepts of permitting school districts, in conjunction with the

local contractors, to submit their own training programs for approval is

13



totally new, but has a tremendous amount of merit. Factors such as 

attitudes, public relations, and cooperation will be greatly enhanced 

and. possibly the programs submitted will even be more stringent than one 

developed on a state level, because of the flexibility to stress the 

proper emphasis where needed.

The adoption of this plan by the State Department of Education will fulfill 

their responsibility to formulate and administer a school bus driver 

training program and pave the way for future developments and progress.
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DEAR R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  ADAMS
WE W I S H  TO E X P R E S S  OUR S U P P O R T  FOR  HOUSE  B I L L  4 0 9 -  WE F E E L  THAT I T  I S  
I M F c R A T I V E  THAT SCHOOL  BUS  D R I V E R  T R A I N I N G  S T ANDAR DS  NEED  TO BE S E T  AND 
C U R R E N T  I N D I V I D U A L  PROGRAMS  BROUGHT  UP  TO C O M P L I A N C E  I F  N E E D E D .  F U R T H E R ,  
BY THE S U P F O R T  AND ENACTMENT OF HOUSE  B I L L  4 0 9  WE F E E L  THAT SCHOOL  BUS  
S A F E T Y  W I L L  BE  ENHANCED S T A T E W I D E .

THOMAS F H Y A T T ,  P R E S I D E N T
ALASKA  SCHOOL  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  A S S O C I A T I O N
V I C E  P R E S I D E N T  AND G E NE R AL  MANAGER ,
T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  AND M A R K E T I N G  S Y S T E MS  I N C

i .  <
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In t r o d u c e d :  4 / 2 9 / 8 5
Referred: T r a n s p o r t a t i o n
an d  S t ate A f f a i r s

BY  J E N KINS, L A R SON, HURLEY, 
HANLEY, C O L L I N S ,  PEARCE, 
PHILLIPS, R I E GER, T H O MPSON,

1 IN T H E  H O U S E  U E H L I N G  A N D  C O T T E N

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 409

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 For an  A c t  entitled: " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to l i c e n s i n g  of s c h o o l  bus drivers;

7 and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a te."

8 BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 2 8 . 1 5 . 0 4 1 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

10 (b) A  p e r s o n  m a y  not d r i v e  a [ S C HOOL B US T R A N S P O R T I N G  S C H O O L

11 CHILDREN, O R  A  B U S  T R A N S P O R T I N G  S C H O O L - A G E  C H I L D R E N  O R  A N O T H E R ]  m o t o r

12 v e h i c l e  w’ sn in u s e  f o r  the t r a n s p o r c a t i o n  of p e r s o n s  f o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n

13 u n t i l  the p e r s o n  has a p p l i e d  for a n d  h a s  b e e n  i s s u e d  a l i c e n s e  for

14 that p u r p o s e  u n d e r  (a) of this section. The d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  r.ot i s sue

15 a l i cense u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  u n l e s s  the a p p l i c a n t  is at least 19

16 y e a r s  of age, h as h a d  at least one y e a r  of d r i v i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and the

17 d e p a r t m e n t  is s a t i s f i e d  as to the a p p l i c a n t ' s  good c h a r acter, compe-

18 t e nce and f i t ness to be licensed; n o r  m a y  the d e p a r t m e n t  i s s u e  the

19 license u n t i l  p r o p e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  h as b e e n  m a d e  and all r e q u i r e d  driv-

20 ing, w r i t t e n ,  a nd p h y s i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  com-

21 pleted. A  l i c ense i s s u e d  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  e x p ires on  S e p t e m b e r  1

22 of the y e a r  f o l l o w i n g  issuance. A p p l i c a t i o n  for r e n e w a l  m ay be m a d e

23 by s u b m i t t i n g  to the d e p a r t m e n t  the r e s u l t s  of a c u r rent p h y s i c a l

24 e x a m i n a t i o n  and p a y i n g  the r e q u i r e d  fee.

25 * Sec. 2. A S  2 8 .15 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

26 Sec. 28.15.046. L I C E N S I N G  O F  S C H O O L  BU S  DRIVERS. (a) I n  addi-

27 tion to the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of AS  2 8 . 1 5 . 0 4 1 ( a ) ,  a p e r s o n  m a y  not d r i v e  a

28 school bus t r a n s p o r t i n g  school c h i l d r e n ,  or a bus t r a n s p o r t i n g  school-

29 age c h i l d r e n  u n t i l  the p e r s o n  has a p p l i e d  f or and h a s  b e e n  i s s u e d  a

-1- HB 409



1 l i c e n s e  for that p u r p o s e  u n d e r  thi s  section.

2 (b) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  n o t  i s s u e  a l i c e n s e  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n

3 u n l e s s  the a p p l i c a n t

4 (1) is at least 19 y e a r s  of age;

5 (2) has had a l i c e n s e  to o p e r a t e  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  at least

6 o ne y e a r  b e f o r e  t he d ate of a p p l i c a t i o n ;

7 (3; h as s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  all r e q u i r e d  d r i v i n g ,

8 w r i t t e n ,  a nd p h y s i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s ;

9 (4) has s u b m i t t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  s u f f i c i e n t  to c o m p l e t e  a

10 b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  c o n s i s t i n g  of  a f i n g e r p r i n t  c h e c k  o f  n a t i o n a l  crimi-

11 n a l  records;

12 (5) h as s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  a b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  c o n s i s t -

13 i n g  of  a f i n g e r p r i n t  c h e c k  of  s t a t e  c r i m i n a l  r e c o r d s  of t he s t a t e  o r

14 stat e s  in w h i c h  t he a p p l i c a n t  h as r e s i d e d  for the p a s t  two years;

15 (6) h as c o m p l e t e d  a s t a t e  a p p r o v e d  s c h o o l  bus d r i v e r  train-

16 in g  c o u r s e  or  h as f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  two y e a r s  b e e n  l i c e n s e d  b y  t he

17 state to o p e r a t e  a s c hool bus.

18 (c) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m ay n o t  i s s u e  a license u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  to

19 a n  a p p l i c a n t  w h o  has b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  of a n y  of the f o l l o w i n g  o f f e n s e s

20 w i t h i n  20 y e a r s  of  the tim e  of a p p l i c a t i o n :

21 (1) s e x u a l  a b u s e  of  a m i n o r  i n  any d e g r e e  (AS 1 1 . 4 1 . 4 3 4  -

22 11.41.440);

23 (2) s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  in  a n y  d e g r e e  (AS 1 1 . 4 1 . 4 1 0  o r  11.41.-

24 420);

25 (3) i n c e s t  (AS 1 1 . 4 1 . 4 5 0 ) ;

26 (4) u n l a w f u l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of a m i n o r  (AS 11. 4 1 . 4 5 5 ) ;

27 (5) c o n t r i b u t i n g  to the d e l i n q u e n c y  of a m i n o r  (AS 11.51.-

28 130);

29 (6) a felo n y  i n v o l v i n g  p o s s e s s i o n  of a  c o n t r o l l e d  o r



1 i m i t a t i o n  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e  (AS 1 1 . 7 1  or A S  11.73);

2 (7) a f e l o n y  o r  m i s d e m e a n o r  i n v o l v i n g  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  a

3 c o n t r o l l e d  or i m i t a t i o n  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e  (AS 1 1 .71 or  A S  11.73);

4 (8) p r o m o t i n g  p r o s t i t u t i o n  in  t h e  first or s e c o n d  d e g r e e

5 (AS 11 . 6 6 . 1 1 0  o r  11.66.120).

6 (d) The d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  n o t  i s sue a l i c e n s e  to a n  a p p l i c a n t  wh o

7 has b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  of d r i v i n g  w h i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d  (AS 2 8 . 3 0 . 0 3 0 )  w i t h i n

8 two y e a r s  of th e  tim e  of a p p l i c a t i o n  o r  to a n  a p p l i c a n t  w h o  h a s  t w o  or

9 m o r e  c o n v i c t i o n s  for d r i v i n g  w h i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d  w i t h i n  20  y e a r s  of the

10 t i m e  of app l i c a t i o n .

11 (e) F o r  p u r p o s e s  of d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  a n  a p p l i c a n t  h as b e e n

12 c o n v i c t e d  of a n  o f f e n s e  l i s t e d  u n d e r  (c) of this secti o n ,  a c o n v i c t i o n

13 u n d e r  p r i o r  s t a t e  l aw or  i n  a n o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of a n  o f f e n s e  h a v i n g

14 e l e m e n t s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  s i m i l a r  to t h o s e  of t he o f f e n s e s  l i s t e d  in (c)

15 of this s e c t i o n  is c o n s i d e r e d  a con v i c t i o n .

16 (f) Costs of c o n d u c t i n g  t he b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r

17 (b)(4) a nd (5) of this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  p a i d  by the a p p l i c a n t .  A

18 l i cense i s s u e d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  e x p i r e s  o n  S e p t e m b e r  1 of the y e a r

19 f o l l o w i n g  issuance. A p p l i c a t i o n  for r e n e w a l  m a y  be  m a d e  by s u b m i t t i n g

20 to the d e p a r t m e n t  the r e s u l t s  of a c u r r e n t  p h y s i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  and

21 p a y i n g  the r e q u i r e d  fee.

22 * Sec. 3. Thi s  A c t  takes e f f e c t  S e p t e m b e r  1, 1985.
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D a t e  r e f e r r e d :  2/ 1 4 / 86

F U R T H E R  R E F E R R A L S :

D A T E :

T h e F I N A N C E  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d  S S H B  412

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c h r o n i c a l l y  m e n t a l l y  i l l . "

a n d  r e c o m m e n d s :

[ ] d o  p a s s

[ ] d o  n o t  p a s s

[ ] d c  p a s s  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )

[ ] n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h  ________________________________________  [ ] s a m e  t i t l e

[ ] n e w  t i t l e

a n d  r e c o m m e n d s  _____________________________________

[ ] f u r t h e r  r e f e r r a l  t o  t h e  ________________________________________  C o m m i t t e e

a n d  a t t a c h e s :  [ ] l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t
[ ] f i r s t  f i s c a l  n o t e
[ ] n e w  f i s c a l  n o t e
[ ] z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e

S I G N I N G  D O  P A S S :  S I G N I N G  O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :

C h a i r m a n
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F U R T H E R  R E F E R R A L S

D A T E

H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  
S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S _________

A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c h r o n i c a l l y  m e n t a l l y  i l l . "

a n d  r e c o m m e n d s :

[ ] d o  p a s s

[ ] d o  n o t  p a s s

[ ] d o  p a s s  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )

[ /  n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

[ V - ]  r e p l a c e  w i t h  C

C o m m i t t e e

[ ] ^ l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  
[ f i r s t  f i s c a l  n o t e  
[ ] n e w  f i s c a l  n o t e

] z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e

s i g n i n g  ;*) p a s s S I G N I N G  O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

kW'u. • f 't  
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Offered: 2/14/86
Referred: Finance
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Original sponsor: H.M.Hiller and Clocksin

BY TOE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND 
SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEEIN THE HOUSE

CS FOR SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL HO. 412 (HESS)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the chronically mentally ill.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 47,30 is amended by adding n e w  sections to read:

Sec. 47.30.565. TREATMENT OF THE CHRONICALLY MENTALLY ILL. The 

department shall provide for community based and locally or regionally 

coordinated care and treatment of the chronically mentally ill.

Sec. 47.30.547, COMMUNITY SUPPORT SERVICES FOR THE CHRONICALLY 

MENTALLY ILL. Communities that provide eligible mental health ser­

vices for the chronically mentally 111 may receive funds from the 

department for the following program elements:

(1) a  short-term residential treatment program for indivi­

duals experiencing an acute episode or a situational crisis requiring 

temporary removal from their home environment}

(2) a long-term residential treatment program with a full 

day treatment component for persons who require intensive support:

(3) a transitional residential treatment program designed 

for persons who are able to take part in programs in the general 

community, but who without continued support would be at risk of 

returning to a hospital:

(4) a semi-supervised, independent, but structured living 

arrangement for persons who without some support and structure would 

be at risk of returning to the hospital}

(5) a day treatment program capable of providing services 

for clients whose residential needs are being met but who require

CSSSHB 4 1 2 (HESS)
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additional or extended treatment services;

(6) supported work and vocational training programs that 

provide opportunities for clients to experience the benefits of mean­

ingful and productive work experiences with graduated levels of skill 

and energy required;

(7) socialisation centers designed to serve a broad range 

of clients, as wel l  as persons living in the community in general.
Sec. 47.30.548. STANDARDS FOR COMMUNITY SUPPORT SERVICES FOR THE 

CHRONICALLY MENTALLY ILL. Communities providing mental health ser­

vices shall meet and maintain the following treatment standards:

(1) facilities shall consist of snail residential or day 

treatment centers, in as close to a normal home or aon-irmtitutional 

environment as possible without sacrificing client safety or cart;;

(?) staffing patterns shall reflect the cultural, linguis­

tic, and other social characteristics of the community, and shall 

Incorporate multidisciplinary professional staff to klieet client diag­

nostic and treatment necd3;

(3) programs shall be designed to encourage self-sufficient 

and independent functioning through prevocatlonal and vocational 

training;

(4) programs shall promote client participation in plan­

ning, operating, and evaluating daily treatment and rehabilitation;

(5) programs shall be designed to coordinate with the 

social service system as a whole and in particular shall be designed 

to include the following three elements:

(A) emergency or crisis care in an emergency center or 

at hone by an emergency response team;

(B) an acute hospital for evaluation, diagnosis, 

treatment and referral for persons who are in need of acute care;

CSSSHB 4 1 2 (HESS)


