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A r e a s  o f  c o n f u s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the r e s p e c t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l­
ities o f  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  c o r r e c t i o n s  a n d  the c o m m i s­
sio n e r  o f  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  as t h e y  p e r t a i n  to p r i s o n e r s  are 
a l s o  r e s o l v e d  a n d  cla r i f i e d .  In addit i o n ,  th i s  b i l l  p r o­
v i d e s  that p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  not c l a i m e d  b y  a p r i s o n e r  
w i t h i n  90 d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  p r i s o n e r ' s  r e l e a s e  o r  t r a n s f e r  is 
d e e m e d  a b a n d o n e d  and m u s t  be d e l i v e r e d  to  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  for disposal.

Th e  se c o n d  m a j o r  c o m p o n e n t  o f  the b i l l  p r o v i d e s  e x p r e s s  
a u t h o r i t y  for t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s  and the D e­
p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  to e n t e r  
in t o  a g r e e m e n t s  so as to p e r m i t  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c­
tions to be d e l e g a t e d  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for the c o n s t r u c­
tion, r e n o v a t i o n ,  r e p a i r  o r  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  c o r r e c­
ti o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  for p r o j e c t s  w i t h  an e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  o f 
up to $100,000. Th i s  w i l l  e x p e d i t e  the c o m p l e t i o n  o f  this 
type o f  p r o j e c t  as w e l l  a s  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i­
ties for i n m a t e  w o r k  p r o j e c t s  at a c o s t  s a v i n g s  to the 
state.

Finally, the b i l l  a m e n d s  e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
u n l a w f u l  e v a s i o n  so as to c o v e r  p r i s o n e r s  o n  f u r l o u g h  w h o  
fail to r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  p l a c e  o f  c o n f i n e m e n t  or r e s i d e n c e  
w i t h i n  the t i m e  s p e c i f i e d  b y  t hose h a v i n g  d i r e c t  s u p e r­
vi s i o n  o v e r  them.

This b i l l  a d d r e s s e s  m a n y  e x i s t i n g  p r o b l e m s  in A l aska's 
c o r r e c t i o n a l  system, a n d  w i l l  e n h a n c e  the a b i l i t y  o f  the 
state to c a r r y  o u t  its r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  to t h e  p u b l i c  and 
to o f f enders.

Sincerely,

Bill S h e f f i e l d  
G o v e r n o r



COMMITTEE REPORT 

SENATE

FURTHER: FINANCE4/1/86 DateMr. President The Committee on JUDICIARY considered CSHB 114(Jud)amcorrectional f a c i l i t i e s ,  and the imprisonment and reh ab ilitatio n  of offenders.
— *and (a majority of the committee) (the committee) reports i t  back with > the following recommendations:

]

]

K f
1

H "

]

do passdo pass with attached amendment(s),v replace with/or adopt^SCS for i. new t i t l e  'J^i^^l^v^- same t i t le  and recommendsand attached a "LETTER OF INTENT"reports i t  buck without recommendationrecommends referral to _____________________SIGHING
( ] NEW FISCAL NOTE

CommitteeMEMBERS HAVING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS
/ C ^ -
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COMMITTEE REPORT 

SENATE

FURTHER: J U D I C I A R Y

F I N A N C E
5 / 7 / 8 5  „  _

Ba t e

Mr. P r e s i d e n t

The C o m m i t t e e  on HESS ___________________________ c o n s i d e r e d  n S H B  l U r . T n d ^ m

c o r r e c t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  the i m p r i s o n m e n t  a n d  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of 
off e n d e r s .

a n d  (a m a j o r i t y  of the committee) (the committee) r e p orts it b a c k  w i t h  
the f o l l o w i n g  r e c ommendations:

do pass

[ ] do pass w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d ment(s)

[ytf r e p lace w i t h / o r  a dopt - ^ C S  for C . S
[ ] n e w  title
[✓"T same title and r e c o m m e n d s  _____

[)<( and a t t a c h e d  a " L E T T E R  O F  INTENT" [ ] N E W  F I S C A L  N O T E

[ ] repo r t s  it b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

[ ] r e c o m m e n d s  r e f e r r a l  to ____________________________________________ C o m m i t t e e

M E M B E R S  S I G N I N G  M E M B E R S  H A V I N G
D O  PASS O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

C h a i r m a n  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n



COMMITTEE REPORT

HOUSE

F U R T H E R :

T h o  r n m m - i f  +  o o  n n  F I N A N C EIne Committee on

Date:

has had H B  117

"An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to a p p o i n t m e n t ,  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  du t i e s  of a n  i n t e r n a l  
a u d i t o r  w i t h i n  the A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y stem."

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  r e c o m m e n d s :

[ ]

do pass [ ] do not pass

do pass with attached amendments(s) 

replace with CS for  

and recommends

AND attaches a "L e t ter  o f  In tent"

[ ] same t i t l e
[ j new t i t l e

[ ] New Fiscal Note
[ ] Zero Fiscal Note Attached

reports i t  back without recommendation

[ ] referred to the

MEMBERS SIGNING 
DO PASS

Commi ttee

MEMBERS HAVING 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

CHAIRMAN



COMMITTEE REPORT 3

HOUSE

( 7 )

1 / 2 5 / 8 5

f u r t h e r I ™ a n

Date: -  <^<*7~ ^

T he C o m m i t t e e  on J U D I C I A R Y has had HB 117

"An Act r e l a t in g  to  appointment, q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and duties o f  an 
i n te r n a l  auditor  w i th in  the Alaska Court System."

under consideration and recommends:

T
I ] 

[ ]

[ ] 

[ ]

do pass [ ] do not pass

do pass w i t h  • t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t s (s )

r e p l a c e  w i t h  CS for ___________________________________

and r e c o m m e n d s

[ ] same title
[ j n e w  title

AND attaches a "L e t te r  of In te n t"  { [ / \  JteW Fiscal Note
[ ] Zero Fiscal Note Attached

reports i t  back without recommendation

[ ] r e f e r r e d  to the

MEMBERS SIGNING 
DO PASS

Commi ttee

{V\4/\ 41/l l l

P e r r ' i J M * / -

MEMBERS HAVING 
OTHER RECOMMEfljaftTIONS

Pju± y'&  ' •

CHAIRMAN



BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
(For the Chief Justice of

1 IN THE H OU S E  the Alaska Supreme Court)

2 HOUSE BILL NO. 117

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to appointment, qualifications and

7 duties of an internal auditor within the Al a sk a  Court

8 System."

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * Section 1. AS 22.20 is amended by adding a new section to read:

11 Sec. 22.20.038. APPOINTMENT, QUALIFICATIONS A N D  DUTIES OF

12 INTERNAL AUDITOR. (a) The administrative director shall appoint an

13 internal auditor to provide the administrative director with objective

14 information to assist in determining whet h e r  Alaska Court System

15 operations are adequately controlled and whet h e r  the required high

16 degree of public accountability is maintained.

17 (b) The internal auditor shall be a certified public accountant

18 of this state, or of another state having requirements equivalent to

19 those of this state, w i t h  at least three years of practice in the

20 profession, or the equivalent, before the appointment.

21 (c) The internal auditor shall

22 (1) review and appraise the soundness, adequacy and appli-

23 cation of accounting, financial and operating controls;

24 (2) ascertain the extent of compliance w ith established

25 policies, plans, and procedures;

26 (3) ascertain the extent to which court system assets are

27 accounted for and safeguarded from losses of all kinds; and

28 (4) ascertain the reliability of accounting and other data

29 developed within the Alaska Court System.

Introduced: 1/25/85
Referred: Judiciary and
Finance

-1- HB 117



1 (d) The internal auditor shall have full, free, and unrestricted

2 access to all public records, all activities of the Alaska Court

3 System, all Alaska Courx. System property, all Alaska Court System

A personnel, and all policies, plans and procedures, and records per-

5 taining to expenditures financed by Alaska Court System funds. This

6 section does not authorize the public disclosure of material that is

7 confidential or privileged under federal, state or local law, court

8 rule or order, or materials the public disclosure of which constitutes

9 an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.

10 (e) The internal auditor's conclusions and recommendations shall

11 be reported promptly in writing to the administrative director.

12 Copies of reports of the internal auditor shall be available for

13 public inspection at the office of the internal auditor during regular

14 business hours.

15 (f) The internal auditor shall keep a complete file of all audit

16 reports and other reports or releases issued by the auditor, and a

17 complete file of audit work papers and other related supportive

18 material.

HB  117 -2-
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In tro d u ced : 1/25/85
R e fe rre d : J u d ic ia r y  and
Finance BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE (For the Chief Ju s tic e  of the Alaska Supreme Court)IN THE HOUSE HOUSE BILL NO. 117 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA- FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSIONA BILLFor an Act e n title d : "An Act relatin g  to appointment, q u alificatio n s and

d u t i e s  o f  an i n t e r n a l  a u d i t o r  w i t h i n  the A l a s k a  C o urt 

S y s t e m . "BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:* Section 1. AS 22.20 is  amended by adding a new section to read:Sec. 22.20.038. APPOINTMENT, QUALIFICATIONS AND DUTIES OF INTERNAL AUDITOR. (a) The administrative director sh all appoint an internal auditor to provide the administrative director v;ith objective information to a ss ist in determining whether Alaska Court System operations are adequately controlled and whether the required high degree of public accountability is  maintained.(b) The internal auditor sh all be a c e rtifie d  public accountant of this sta te , or of another state having requirements equivalent to those of th is  s ta te , with at least three years of practice in the profession, or the equivalent, before the appointment.
(c) T h e  i n t e r n a l  a u d i t o r  shall(1) review and appraise the soundness, adequacy and appli­cation o f accounting, fin a n cia l and operating controls;(2) ascertain the extent of compliance with established p o lic ie s , plans, and procedures;(3) ascertain the extent to which court system assets are accounted for and safeguarded from losses of a l l  kinds; and(A) ascertain the r e lia b il i t y  of accounting and other data developed within the Alaska Court System.
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(d) The int e r n a l  a u d i t o r  s h a l l  h a v e  full, free, a n d  u n r e s t r i c t e d  

a c c e s s  to all p u b l i c  re c o r d s ,  all a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the A l a s k a  C ourt 

S y s tem, all A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  p r o p e r t y ,  a l l  A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  

p e r s o n n e l ,  a n d  all p o l i c i e s ,  p l a n s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s ,  a n d  r e c o r d s  p e r­

tai n i n g  to e x p e n d i t u r e s  f i n a n c e d  b y  A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  funds. T h i s  

s e c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  a u t h o r i z e  the p u b l i c  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  is 

c o n f i d e n t i a l  o r  p r i v i l e g e d  u n d e r  federal, s t a t e  o r  l o c a l  law, c o u r t 

r u l e  o r  order, o r  m a t e r i a l s  the p u b l i c  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  w h i c h  c o n s t i t u t e s  

a n  u n w a r r a n t e d  i n v a s i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  p rivacy.

(e) T h e  i n t e r n a l  a u d i t o r’s c o n c l u s i o n s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  shall 

b e  r e p o r t e d  p r o m p t l y  in w r i t i n g  to the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i r e ctor. 

C o p i e s  of r e p o r t s  of the i n t e r n a l  a u d i t o r  s h all b e  a v a i l a b l e  for 

p u b l i c  i n s p e c t i o n  at the o f f i c e  ox the i n t e r n a l  a u d i t o r  d u r i n g  r e g u l a r  

b u s i n e s s  hours.

(f) T h e  internal a u d i t o r  s h a l l  k e e p  a c o m p l e t e  fi l e  of all a u dit 

r e p o r t s  a n d  o t h e r  r e p o r t s  or  r e l e a s e s  i s s u e d  b y  the a u ditor, and a 

c o m p l e t e  file of a u d i t  w o r k  p a p e r s  a n d  o t h e r  r e l a t e d  supportive, 

m a t e r i a l .

- 2 - COM MITTEE COPY



EXPENDITURES/REVENUES; (Thousands of Dollars)
FY 85 FY 86 I FY 87

OPERATING
1 0 0  P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S  
2 0 0  T R A V E L  
3 0 0  C O N T R A C T U A L  
W O  S U P P L I E S  
5 0 0  E Q U I P M E N T  
6 0 0  L A N D  & S T R U C T U R E S  
7 0 0  C R A N T S ,  C L A I M S  
8 0 0  M I S C E L L A N E O U S

TOTAL OPERATING

jRevision Date:

REQUEST Page 1 ° f  2 FISCAL DETAIL
Bill/Resolution No.: H 7.  Agency Affected: Alaska Court System
Title: An Act Creating an________ Program Category Affected: ________
_______Internal Auditor____________ Administration of Justice ______

Sponsor: BRU, Program or Subprogram^) Affected*
Requestor:________________________ Appellate Courts, Trial Courts,______
Date of Request:____________________ Administration____________________

ATE OF ALASKA 1985 LEGISLATIVE SSION
FISCAL NOTE

\ REVENUE |

FUNDING: (Thousands of Pol
C E N E R A L  F U N D
F E D E R A L  F U N D S  ________________
O T H E R  ________________
T O T A L

POSITIONS:
F U L L - T I M E
P A R T - T I M E
T E M P O R A F Y

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL:

I CAPITAL

124.0

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page for analysis

Prepared By:_ 
Division:

Robert G. Fisher, Fiscal Officer 
Alaska Court System^

Approved by Comnv'ssioner: 
Agency:________Alaska Cou'i System

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)

Phone: 
Date: '

264-0561
1/15/85

Date: 1/15/85

12/1/83



wr 117 n O ^ O ALASKA COURT SYSTEM
II/, Page 2 o f  2 FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

JUDICIAL INTERNAL AUDITOR

PERSONNEL: TOTAL

SALARY BENEFITS COST

INTERNAL AUDITOR (Range 20A) $40,932 $11,790 $52,722
ASSISTANT (Range 12B) 24,516 8,116 32,632

Total Personnel Costs 85,354

TRAVEL 7,500

CONTRACTUAL 3>500

SUPPLIES 2,000

EQUIPMENT (one-time items) 7,200

TOTAL FY 86 COST $105,554
a a c c n B s s s e

Subsequent fiscal years adjusted to reflect 6% inflation.
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE HISTORY IN THE HOUSE HISTORY IN THE HOUSEHISTORY IN THE SENATEFIRST Read first time and referred 
to Committee on

J U D I C I A R Y  A m  F I N A N C E

Legislature Received from SenateSession Read first time and referred 
to Committee on

H O U S E  . . . ? * ? £ ................  NO. I M . . . .

By IHF.:.J.UP.IC.IARY. .C O M M IT T E E . . .  (For the Chief Ju stice  of the Alaska Supreme Court)
Concurred in Senate amendment 
thus adopting:

V O TEReported back w ith 
recommendation that

Reported back with 
recommendation that

Failed to concur in Senate amend 
ment; asked Senate to recede 

V O TE
v •• \

Senate receded from amendment 
V O T E

Read second time and Read second time and
Senate failed to recede from 
amendment 

V O T E"An Act relating to appointment qu alification s and duties of an internal auditor within the Alaska Court System." CC appointed by House

CC appointed by Senate

CC adopted by House 
V O TE

PA SS Effective Date
Yeas Yeas
Nays Nays
Absent Absent
Excused Excused

Reconsideration

PA SS Effective Date
Yeas Yeas
Nays Nays
Absent Absent
Excused Excused
Reported correctly engrossed 
Signed by Speaker 
Sent to Senate

PA SS Effective Date
Yeas Yeas
Nays Nays
Absent Absent

Excused Excused

Reconsideration

PA SS Effective Date
Yeas Yeas
Nays Nays
Absent Absent
Excused Excused
Reported correctly engrossed 
Signed by President 
Returned to House

CC adopted by Senate 
V O T E

To enrolling
Reported correctly enrolled 
Sent to Governor

....................................by GovernorAK. Court System/Internal Auditor
Introduced in the House 1 /  2.5 Filed with L t. Governor

Chapter No.C H IE F  CLERK  O F TH E HOUSE SEC RETARY O F THE SENATE



COMMITTEE REPORT
■

HOUSE

F U R T H E R2/22/85
 : —

Mr. S p e a k e r :
•;V; ••

The C o m m i t t e e  on F I N A N C E ___________________________ has_h a d ___________ HB 118________"An Act r e l a t i n g  to the small cl a i m s  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  l i m i t a t i o n  ancl the 
du t i a 3  of m a g i s t r a t e s ;  and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an effe.'iive. d a t e .”

under consideration and reports i t  back as follow s:
[ ] do pas s [ ] do n ot  pass

do pass w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t s ( s )  

r e p l a c e  w i t h  CS for ft ft } |^? ^

[ 1

18
and r e c o m m e n d s v )

e,;

[ ] s a m e  titl e
[ ] new ti t l e

>\ >0,-5  — »
A N D  a t t a c h e s  a " L e t t e r  o f I n te nt " [ , ] New F W < ^ l / N $ t e

[ ■ ] ZefcT Fiscal Note Attached
r e p o r t s  it b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

r e f e r r e d  to the Commi ttee

M E M B E R S  S I G N I N G  
DO PASS

M E M B E R S  H A V I N G  

O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :



COMMITTEE REPORT 

HOUSE

2 / 2 2 / 8 5  O  J r;> r
Date: O  ” " <5 ,)

i

(11) ' F U R T H E R :

Mr. Speaker:

The Committee on F I N A N C L ;  has had H B  1 1 8

” A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s m a l l  c l a i m s  j u r i e d i c t i  o n a  1 l i m i t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  
d u t i e s  o f  m a g i s t r a t e s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . ”

tinder consideration and reports i t  back as follows:
[ ] do pass [ ] do not pass

[ ] do pass with attached amendments(s)
L J o a m e  l  i u

[)\]  replace with CS fo r  i ; x , >q. /    [ j new t i t l e
P  i 1 :

[ ] same t i t l
J  ,

u  tj \

and recommends
w  \ fi

[ ] AND attaches a "L e t te r  of In te nt"  [ ] New FiVcal/Noite
[ ■' ] Zero Fiscal Note Attached 

[ ] reports i t  back without recommendation

[ ] referred to the ________________________________________ Committee

MEMBERS SIGNING MEMBERS HAVING
DO PASS - OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

"  '• ••• ' : - A  .(?

. L
x
1/

li.
7/  /' 7 7 )• / - y j ,*

L > ‘ ' t ,

■ ̂  s f *  A  s7/ - ■}/.. — • ' • •i

■ ...

/.•’ •_______ I--'-. n  /
• J,

-r' )

CHAIRMAN



STATE OF AL A SK A  1965 L E G I S L A T I V E  SESSION

__________________ .F I S C A L  N O T E __________________

Revision Date:

FISCAL DETAILREQUEST
Bill/Resolution Mo.tCSHB 118 (JudAgency affected: Alaska Court System 
Title: An Act r e la t in g  to  small  Program Category Affected:
Claifni and Magistrate  J u r i s d i c t ion  

Sponsor: Court
Requestor: House Finance 
Date of Request: 3/7/85

__________A dm inistra t ion  o f  J u s t i c e
BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected:

T r i a l  Courts

FY 6*5 FY to | FY 8/ FY 88 FY 89 FY 90
OPERATING 1

n30 PERSONAL SERVICE5 94.8 1 100.5 106.5 112.9 1 1 9 . 7
200  T R A V E L 1
3 00  C O N T R A C T U A L

I
<*00 S U P P L I E S 2.0 1 2.1 2.2 2.3 2.4
5 0 0  E Q U I P M E N T 9.0
S 00 L A N D  & S T R U C T U R E S 1
7 00  G R A N T S ,  C L A I M S i 1
300  M I S C E L L A N E O U S

1 !
TOTAL OPERATING 1 105.ft i mo.fi — IQ,8 JL- .115.. 2...

C A P n A L

REVENUE J_UL-L .124.0 i 130.2 H36.7 143.5 1

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars 1
jLi'.cnnL rin'.O 105.8 I 102.6 108.7 115.2 122.1
F E D E R A L  F U N D S 1
3 T H E R
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A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  
Fis c a l  N o t e  A n a l y s i s

CS H B  118 (Jud)
by H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

This b i l l  o n l y  t a k e s  e f f e c t  if the c o u r t  i n c r e a s e s  s m all 
cla i m s  f i l i n g  fees f r o m  the c u r r e n t  $ 5 .00 to $15.00.
T h e r e f o r e  the f i s c a l  i m p a c t  s h own h e r e  w i l l  o n l y  o c c u r  
if the c o u r t  i n c r e a s e s  the fee.

R e v e n u e s  are c o m p u t e d  as  follows:

FY 84 1 0 , 7 3 5  s mall c l a i m s  w e r e  filed.
Tne fee for e a c h  f i l i n g  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  $10.00

The C o u r t  e s t i m a t e s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  f i l i n g s  w i l l  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  
10% in F Y  85.

10,735 X  $10.00 = $ 1 0 7 , 3 5 0

1 , 0 7 3 . 5 0  X $10.00 = 10 , 7 3 5
(10,735 X  .10) _____________

$118,085.

The F Y  86 f i g u r e  o f  $ 1 1 8 , 0 8 5  has i n c r e a s e d  5% e a c h  
s u c c e e d i n g  year.
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HB 118 - SMALL CLAIMS & MAGISTRATE JURISDICTION

ALASKA COURT SYSTEM
FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

PERSONNEL:

1H COURT CLERK 
1 COURT CLERK 
1 COURT CLERK

I (Anchorage - 8B) 
I (Fairbanks - 8B) 
I (Juneau - 8B)

SALARY

$28,926
21,744
19,284

BENEFITS

$10,418
7,496
6,945

TOTAL
COST

$39,344
29,240
26,229

Total Personnel Costs 94,813

SUPPLIES 2,000

EQUIPMENT (one-time items) 8,996

TOTAL FY 86 COST $105 809

Subsequent fiscal years adjusted to reflect 6Z inflation.
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REQUEST FISCAL DETAIL
Bill/Resolution No.: CSHB 1IB (Jud) Agency Affected: Alaska Court System
Title: An Act Relating to Small _ Program Category Affected:______________
Claims and Magistrate Jurisdiction Administration of J u s t i c e ________

Sponsor: Judiciary Committee BRU, Program or Subprogram^) Affected:
Requestor: Trial Courts_________.________________
Date of Request:
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OPERATING
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^00 TRAVEL 
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<»00 SUPPLIES 

500 FQUIFHENT 

600 LAND & STRUCTURES 

700 CRANTS, CLAIMS 

800 MISCELLANEOUS

9478 100.5 106.5 112.9 119.7

2 . 0 2.1 2 . 2 2.3 2.4

9,0

TOTAL OPERATING 105.8 "  10276 108.7 “ 17572 • 122.1

• •
1 CAPITAL | | | | | |.’
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( REVENUE | | T

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dol

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 3 3 3 3 3
PART-TIIC 1 1 1 1 1
TEHPORAfiY

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL:

The original fiscal note submitted by the Court System for HB 118 is s t i l l  correct; 

however, the costs incurred will be more than offset by the increase in fi ling fees 

required under Sec. 4 of the House Judiciary Committee Substitute for HB 118.
ANALYSIS: *

Prepared By: Haviinn Kaden. -Committee-Counsel Phone: 465-4990
Division: House Judiciary Commi t t e e . __________ Date: 2 - 2 U - 8 6

Approved 7 Date: 2-20-85
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Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note):
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Offered: 2/22/85
Referred: Finance

Original sponsor: Judiciary/Chief Justice
Alaska Supreme Court

©

©

1 IN THE HOUSE B Y  THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR HOUSE B ILL NO. 118 (Judiciary)

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

A FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to small claims, and the duties of

7 magistrates; and providing for an effective date."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 22.15.040 is amended to read:

10 Sec. 22.15.040. SMALL CLAIMS. Whe n  a claim for relief does not

11 exceed $5.000 ($2,000] exclusive of costs, interest and attorney fees,

12 and request is so made, the district judge or magistrate shall hear

13 the action as a small claim unless important or unusual points of law

14 are involved. The supreme court shall prescribe the procedural rules

15 and stanc.ard forms to assure simplicity and the expeditious handling

16 of small claims.

17 * Sec. 2. AS 22.15.040 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

18 (b) All potential small claim litigants shall be informed if

19 mediation, conciliation, and arbitration services are available as an

20 alternative to litigation.

21 * Sec. 3. AS 22.15.120 is amended to read:

22 Sec. 22.15.120. LIMITATIONS ON PR'CEEDINGS WHICH MAGISTRATE MAY

23 HEAR. A magistrate shall preside only in cases and proceedings under

24 AS 22.15.040, 22.15.100, and 22.15.110, and as follows,

25 (1) for the recovery of money or damages only whe n  the

26 amount claimed, exclusive of costs, interest, and attorney fees, does

27 not exceed $5,000 [$1,000];

28 (2) for the recovery of specific personal property when the

29 value of the property claimed and the damages for the detention do not

-1- CSHB 118(Jud)



1 exceed $5,000 [$1,000];

2 (3) for the recovery of a penalty or forfeiture, whether

3 given by statute or arising out of contract, not exceeding $5,000

4 [ $ 1 , 0 0 0 ] ;

5 (4) to give judgment without action upon the confession of

6 the defendant for any of the cases specified in this section, except

7 for a penalty or forfeiture imposed by statute;

8 (5) to give judgment of conviction upon a plea of guilty by

9 the defendant in a criminal proceeding within the jurisdiction of the

10 district court;

11 (6) to hear, try, and enter judgments in all cases involv-

12 ing misdemeanors, if the defendant consents in writing that the magis-

13 trate may try the case;

14 (7) to hear, try and enter judgments in all cases involving

15 infractions under AS 28 and violations of ordinances of political

16 subdivisions [;

17 (8) REPEALED],

18 * Sec. 4. This Act takes effect on the effective date of an amendment

19 by the Supreme Court to Rule 9(c)(2) of the Rules Governing the Adminis-

20 tration of All Courts raising the filing fee for small claims actions from

21 $5 to at least $15.

CSHB 118(Jud) - 2 -



M E M O R A N D U M

O fficial B usiness

Alaska itfate legislature
House of Representatives 

A1 Adams
Chairman 

Committee on Finance 
M a r c h  5, 1985

WHILE IN SESSION 
Pouch V 

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 465-3706

O U T OF SESSION 
P.O. Box 333 

Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 
(907) 442-3320

1024 W. 6th 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

(907) 274-0615

TO: H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

FROM: L o u a n n  C u t l e r  iAKJTL-
S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t

SUBJ: HB 118, r a i s i n g  the d o l l a r  l i mit of s m a l l  c l a i m s
p r o c e e d i n g s  i n  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  a n d  b e f o r e  m a g i s t r a t e s

S i n c e  the c o u r t  s y s t e m  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  A r t  Snowden, is 
u n a b l e  to  a t t e n d  the h e a r i n g  on this bill, h e r e  is some 
i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r t i n e n t  to y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  HB 118.

CS H B  118 (JUD)
The J u d i c i a r y  C.S. m a k e s  t h r e e  c h a n g e s  to the o r i g i n a l  
bill:

1. The t i t l e  of the b i l l  is c h a n g e d  by r e m o v i n g  t h e  p h r a s e  
" j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  lim i t a t i o n " .

2. S e c t i o n  2 r e q u i r e s  the c o u r t  to a l e r t  s mall c l a i m s  
l i t i g a n t s  to a l t e r n a t i v e  m e t h o d s  of r e s o l v i n g  the d i s p u t e  
such as m e d i a t i o n ,  c o n c i l i a t i o n  and a r b i t r a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  
th a t  m a y  be a v a i l a b l e  in the c o m m unity.

3. The e f f e c t i v e  date has b e e n  changed. The b i l l  w o u l d  n o w  take  
e f f e c t  o n l y  if the c o u r t  c h a n g e s  its a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r u l e s  to 
i n c r e a s e  the small claims' f i l i n g  fee from $5 to $15.
E f f e c t i v e l y ,  l i t i g a n t s  w o u l d  p a y  for the i n c r e a s e d  c o s t s  to the 
c o u r t  s y s t e m  c a u s e d  by the bill.

C o u r t  S y s t e m  P o s i t i o n
Mr. S n o w d e n  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the c o u r t  is n o t  o p p o s e d  to the 
c h a n g e s  m a d e  to the b i l l  in CS H B  118 ( J U D ) .

F i s c a l  N o t e
You m a y  r e c a l l  t h a t  s i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  b e f o r e  the 
l e g i s l a t u r e  in p a s t  sessions. T h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  h a s  not al w a y s  
r e q u e s t e d  a d d i t i o n a l  p o s i t i o n s  in the p a s t  to i m p l e m e n t  
the bill. How e v e r ,  the r e c e n t  i n c r e a s e  in the A l a s k a n  
p o p u l a t i o n  has c o n t r i b u t e d  to an i n c r e a s e  in s nail c l a i m s  
p r o c e e d i n g s .  (The a t t a c h e d  c h a r t  shows the i n c r e a s e  f r o m  F Y  81 
to F Y  84 a n d  Mr. S n o w d e n  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  F Y  85 i n c r e a s e  s h o u l d  
be an a d d i t i o n a l  10%.) Hence, the r e q u e s t  for a d d i t i o n a l  c o u r t  
c l e r k s  to h a n d l e  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  ca s e  load th a t  this b i l l  w o u l d  
b r i n g  a b o u t  s i nce t h ere w o u l d  be e v e n  m o r e  f i l i n g s  if t h e  d o l l a r  
l i m i t s  a r e  raised. It s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  the t r i p l i n g  of small 
c l a i m s  f i l i n g  fees is e x p e c t e d  to c o v e r  the i n c r e a s e d  c o s t  to  the 
court.
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DISTRICT COURTS
(High and Low Volume)

SUMMARY OF FY 81 • FY 84 FILINGS BY CASE TYPE

TABLE XI

NUMBER OF CASES
100,000

90,000

80,000

FY 81 FY 82 FY 83 FY 84

1.J 70,000

I
30,000

m isdem eanor  f il in g s

1 20,000
10,000

SMALL CLAIMS & OTHER CIVIL FILINGS

Traffic Dispos.
MisdemeanorFilings

•

Small Claims & Other Civil Filings
Felony Filings
Total Filings

FY 81

97,705
21,938

14,941
2,021

136,605

FY 32
78,080
25,111

16,147
2.038

121,376

FY 83 
89,281
26,728

14,805
2,362

133,176

FY 84
94,882
28,587

16,028
2,109

141,606

Changes in filings since FY 81 for specific 
types of cases are noted in Table XI. Misde­
meanors are up 30% and civil cases 7%. 
Traffic citations and felony filings in district 
court have fluctuated annually due to pro­

secutorial discretion in either filing a felony 
case in district court for preliminary hearing 
or seeking an indictment where the initial fil­
ing is in superior court.
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of counsel R o b e e t s o n , M o n a g l e ,  E a s t a u g h  &  B r a d l e y  robertb baker
M .E MONAGLE M ICHAEL T THOM AS
R E  RO BERTSO N  (1 885 -1 961 ) A PRO FESS IO N A L C O RPO RA T IO N  L E h O Y ^ JB  ARKER
^o.fASTAUGH A t t o r n e y s a t La w  susan l.Mendenhall
W?LUAM°GL RU D DY  PO ST  OFFICE BOX  ,2 ,1  KENNETH  W  LEG A CK ,
JAM ES F CLARK   a n c h o e a o e  o f f i c e
PAUL M HOFFMAN JU N EA U ,A LA SKA  99802  THE HUNT BU ILD ING
J P  TANGEN 550  W EST  SEVENTH  AVE .SU IT E  1290HAROLD  E SNOW . JR  p O SV  OFFICE BO X  679
D ELIZABETH CUA DRA    ANCHORAGE. A LASKA  99510
PAMELA L F i n le y  M a r c h  6 ,  1985 PHONE (9 0 7 )2 7 7 - 6 6 9 3
STEVEN W  S ILVER  CABLE; RO M E A
JA M ES M SHINE TELEX : 0 90 -2 6 -4 8 6STANLEY B M A LO S _
J U N E A U  O F F I C E  
COURT PLAZA BU ILD IN G .SU ITE  600 
240 MAIN STREET  
POST OFFICE BOX 121,
JU N EA U .A LA SKA  99802 
PHONE (9 0 7 )  5 86 -3 3 40  
CABLE.'ROMEA 
t e l e x : 0 9 9 -4 5 -3 7 6  
t e l e c o p y : 9 0 7 -5 8 6 -6e,e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A1 A d a m s ,  C h a i r m a n  
H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n eau, A l a s k a  99811

S e n a t o r  J a n  Faiks, C o - C h a i r m a n
S e n a t o r  J o h n  S a c k e t t ,  C o - C h a i r m a n
S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  £
A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n eau, A l a s k a  9981.1

Re: HB 118 and SB 77: S m a l l  C l a i m s  J u r i s d i c t i o n a l  L i m i t a t i o n

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A d a m s  and S e n a t o r s  F a iks and S ackett:

S p e a k i n g  as an  i n d i v i d u a l  a t t o r n e y  w h o  s e r v e s  as m u n i c i p a l  
a t t o r n e y  for s e v e r a l  v e r y  s m a l l  s o u t h e a s t e r n  A l a s k a  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  
let m e  e x p r e s s  my  s u p p o r t  for r a i s i n g  the j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  l i m i t a t i o n  
for small c l a i m s  c o u r t  to $ 5 , 0 0 0 ,  as p r o v i d e d  in the s u b j e c t  bills.

T he p u r p o s e  of s m all c l a i m s  c o u r t  is to p r o v i d e  an e c o n o m i c a l  
p r o c e s s  that any l a y m a n  c a n  use, thus a v o i d i n g  the c o s t  of a t t o r n e y
fees. M o s t  m u n i c i p a l  c l e r k s  are a b l e  to l e a r n  to use the s mall c l a i m s  
c o u r t  p r o c e d u r e s  as  a m e a n s  of c o l l e c t i n g  p a s t  due sales t a x e s  and 
o t her d e b t s  o w e d  to the city. S o m e t i m e s  the a c c u m u l a t e d  a m o u n t s  o w e d  
by o n e  d e f e n d a n t  e x c e e d  t h e :p r e s e n t  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  l i m i t  of $2,000. 
The small c l a i m s  c o u r t  p r o c e s s  a l l o w s  the s m a l l  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  to 
c o l l e c t  d e b t s  owed to them by an e c o n o m i c a l l y  e f f i c i e n t  m e a n s ,  and 
this m e a n s  s h o u l d  be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to t h e m  for a c c u m u l a t e d  d e b t s  fr o m  
a s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l  up to at l e a s t  $5,000.

S m a l l  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  d o  not ha v e  an a t t o r n e y  on staff, and 
e v e n  if they did, they have m a n y  o ther legal p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  a c t u a l l y
r e q u i r e  an  a t t o r n e y ' s  help. It w o u l d  be e c o n o m i c a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  to
small m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  if the s mall c l a i m s  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  a m o u n t  is



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A1 A d a m s  
Se n a t o r  Jan F a i k s  
S e n a t o r  J o h n  S a c k e t t  
M a r c h  6, 1985 
P a g e  Twp

ra i s e d  to at l e a s t  $5,000. E v e n  now, and e s p e c i a l l y  in the f u t u r e  
w i t h  d e c l i n i n g  S t a t e  revenues, small m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  to 
s p e n d  m o n e y  on a t t o r n e y  fees for p r o c e e d i n g s  t h a t  c o u l d  be c a r r i e d  on 
by local m e m b e r s  of the m u n i c i p a l  s taff in s mall cl a i m s  court. E v e n  
t h o u g h  A l a s k a  C i v i l  Rule 82 p r o v i d e s  for a w a r d  of a t t o r n e y  fees to the 
p r e v a i l i n g  p a r t y ,  that a w a r d  s e l d o m  e x c e e d s  60% of the a c t u a l  a t t o r n e y  
fee c o s t  i n c u r r e d  by the p r e v a i l i n g  party.

cc: H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s  (Ringstad, D u n c a n ,  L a r s o n ,
S z y m a n s k i ,  C o t t e n ,  Frank, Bin k l e y ,  P o u r c h o t ,  Rieger, 
and U e h l i n g )
S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s  (Kerttula, E liason,
P. F i s c h e r ,  Hal f o r d ,  and F e r g u s o n )
C i t y  of C r a i g  
C i t y  of T h o r n e  B a y  
C i t y  of H y d a b u r g  
C i t y  of S k a g w a y  
H a i n e s  B o r o u g h

T h a n k  y o u  for c o n s i d e r i n g  m y  views.

S i n c e r e l y ,

D E C :sd
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The Honorable A1 Adams 
Chairman, House Finance Committee 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Chairman Adams, 21 February 1985

We write in 
jurisdiction.

support of HB 118, relating to increases in the Small Claims

We are aware of the court backlog and in-house and exterior studies which 
have been performed. We are aware that the proposed changes in this 
bill will go a long way toward streamlining the flow of cases through the 
court system by relegating smaller cases to the lower courts, and opening 
the dockets of the higher courts where cases move more slowly.

That's not what we're writing to you about, however. We are writing to 
tell you about how this bill would affect small businessmen, especially 
contractors.. . .and of course, our organization. We represent the largest 
segment of the electrical contracting industry, the Independents.

Most of us routinely develop accounts receivable ranging from a $40.00 ser­
vice call to over a million dollars. The larger amounts are handled formally 
with contracts, acknowledgements of right to lien and the like, and are 
taken to higher court1, by attorney when required. The smaller ones are 
routinely taken to small claims court.

That leaves those old bills ranging 
most businessmen are incorporated, 
representing themselves in District 
The only place they may do

from about $3,200 to $6,000. Because 
they are prohibited by State law from 
or Superior court without an attorney, 

that is in small claims.

Most of us have filed suits for amounts 
that the statutory limit of $2,000 will 
options are disagreeable, and we settle 
interest, and write off the other $1,200.

up through $3,200 or so, knowing 
circumscribe our recovery. The 
for the $2,000 plus service and 

If the debt is much larger, we
are extremely 
more.

reluctant to write off amounts approaching half the bill or

If the bill is say, $7,000.00 we'd hire an attorney, recognizing that we 
may pay the first $2,000 in fees, and recognizing that Court Rule 82 will 
never allow us to recover the ACTUAL COURT COSTS. It is, however, better
than writing Off half Of it. T h a t  l e a v e s  all t h o s e  d e b t s  in t h e  m i d d l e

w h e r e  w e  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  to h i r e  a n  a t t o r n e y  a n d  w e  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  to  t a k e

t h e m  to s m a l l  c l a i m s .  In fact, a d e b t o r  w h o  o w e s  a n  u n s e c u r e d  d e b t  of

s a y  $ 4 , 0 0 0 ,  is r e l a t i v e l y  safe!

. -  51
; M AT 10IIA ij

3605 Arctic Boulevard, 5uite 1888, Anchorage, Alaska 99503
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The proposed amendment would allow small businessmen and women to enter­
tain collections up through approximately $7,000 without the fear of losing 
most of the award to fees, and without the cumbersome, expensive and time- 
consuming effort in District or Sunerior Court. We urge passage as written 
and would be pleased to assist if  appropriate.

J \ a

DON TANNER 
President



B Y  THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
(For the Chief Justice of

1 IN THE H OUSE the Alaska Supreme Court)

2 HOUSE BILL NO. 118 .

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the small claims jurisdictional

7 limitation and the duties of magistrates; and

8 providing for an effective date."

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * Section 1. AS 22.15.040 is amended to read:

11 Sec. 22.15.040. SMALL CLAIMS. W hen a claim for relief does not

12 exceed $5,000 [§2,000] exclusive of costs, interest and attorney fees,

13 and request is so made, the district judge or magistrate shall hear

14 the action as a small claim unless important or unusual points of law

15 are involved. The supreme court shall prescribe the procedux-al rules

16 and standard forms to assure simplicity and t,.e expeditious handling

17 of small claims.

18 " Sec. 2. AS 22.15.120 is amended to read:

19 Sec. 22.15.120. LIMITATIONS ON PROCEEDINGS WHICH MAGISTRATE MA Y

20 HEAR. A magistrate shall preside only in cases and proceedings under

21 AS 22.15.040, 22.15.100, and 22.15.110, and as follows,

22 (1) for the recovery of money or damages only w h e n  the

23 amount claimed, exclusive of costs, interest, and attorney fees, does

24 not exceed $5,000 [$1,000];

25 (2) for the recovery of specific personal property w h e n  the

26 value of the property claimed and tne damages for the detention do not

27 exceed $5,000 [$1,000];

28 (3) for the recovery of a penalty or forfeiture, whether

29 given by statute or arising out of contract, not exceeding $5,000

Introduced: 1/25/85
Referred: Judiciary and
Finance



1 [$1,000];

2 (4) to give judgment without action u p o n  the confession of

3 the defendant for any of the cases specified in this section, except

4 for a penalty or forfeiture imposed by statute;

5 (5) to give judgment of conviction upo n  a plea of giiilty by

6 the defendant in a criminal proceeding w it h i n  the jurisdiction of the

7 district court;

8 (6) to hear, try, and enter judgments in all cases

9 involving misdemeanors, if the defendant consents in Writing that the

10 magistrate may try the case;

11 (7) to hear, try and enter judgments in all cases involving

12 infractions under AS 28 and violations of ordinances of political

13 subdivisions^ [;

14 (8) REPEALED]

15 * Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.-

16 10.070(c).

I

HB 118 -2-



COMMITTEE REPORT 

SENATE

FURTHER:k i 19/85
Date ^

Mr. P r e s i d e n t

The C o m m i t t e e  on  F I N A N C E  c o n s i d e r e d C' Hi. 1 iR < m p t

r e l a t i n g  to small c l a i m s , and the duL \o-... or ti-igif.vrates j efd.

and (a m a j o r i t y  of the com m i t t e e )  (the committee) r e p o r t s  it b a c k  w i t h  
the f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :

do pass

] do pass w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )

] r e p l a c e  w i t h / o r  a d o p t  CS f o r  __
] n e w  title
] same title and r e c o m m e n d s  ___________

] a n d  a t t a c h e d  a " L E T T E R  O F  I N T E N T "  [ ^ N ^ W  F I S C A L  N O T E

] r e p o r t s  it b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  <'J3£-'7. /)

] r e c o m m e n d s  r e f e r r a l  to ___________________________________________  C o m m i t t e e

M E M B E R S  S I G N I N G  M E M B E R S  H A V I N G
DO PA S S  / O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

I  ■ < ' _____________________ ______________________________________________________

■ft }'.*/ ■■ ■■ .{ft

C h a i r m a n

C h a i r m a n  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n



STATE OF ALASKA 1986 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

Revision D ale: ----------------
R E Q U E S T  FISCAL DETAIL

Bill/Resolution No.: C S H B  118 ( J u d ) Agency Affected: A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m
Title: S m all C l a i m s  J u r i s d i c t i o n al RPTr. T r i a l  Cou r t s ______________

L i m i t a t i o n

Sponsor:  Components :
Requestor:_________________________________ __________
Date of Request:____________________________  __________

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S  : (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

14l. 5 1 ,:.2. 1 i ■. . . 7. i 7 n . q 181.2

1 T: If) 1 /. . 7 13.5 14.3 15.7
? 5 7 7 - 7 q 7 7

19.9
.. . . „ . .

TOTAL OPERATING 1 T 7  Q 1 C -7 K — 1.7.7-6___ .188 .3--- 1 9 9 . 7 n

C A PITA L

REVENUE 35 7 . 1 * 378. 5 - 4 0 1 - 2 4 5 8 . 8

F U N D I N G  : (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERALFUND 
FEDERALFUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

177.9 167.5 177.6 188.3 199.7

' 177 . 9 ”167". 5‘ 1 / /. b I B B .  3 19 9./

POSITIONS :

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

4 4 4 4 4
2 2 2 2 2

ANALYSIS : Attach a separate page if necessary

*As s u m e s  f i l i n g s  d o u b l e ,  and s u p r e m e  c o u r t  i n c r e a s e s  
f i l i n g  fee f r o m  $5 to $15.

Prepared by: 
Division: _ S e n a t o r  J a n  Faiks, Co-cfhair 

S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e

Approved by Commissioner: 
Agency:_______________

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office o f Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies) page, of

Phone:, 
D ate: _ T 7 T T 7 S T

Date:

10/25/85



Offered: 2/22/85
Referred: Finance

Original sponsor: Judiciary/Chief Justice
Alaska Supreme Court

1 IN THE HOUSE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR H OUSE B I L L  NO. 118 (Judiciary)

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to small claims, and the duties of

7 magistrates; and providing for an effective date."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 22.15.040 is amended to read:

10 Sec. 22.15.040. SMALL CLAIMS. When a claim for relief does not

11 exceed $5.000 [$2,000] exclusive of costs, interest and attorney fees,

12 and request is so made, the district judge or magistrate shall hear

13 the action as a small claim unless important or unusual points of law

14 are involved. The supreme court shall prescribe the procedural rules

15 and standard forms to assure simplicity and the expeditious handling

16 of small claims.

17 * Sec. 2. AS 22.15.040 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

18 (b) All potential small claim litigants shall be informed if

19 mediation, conciliation, and arbitration services are available as an

20 alternative to litigation.

21 * Sec. 3. AS 22.15.120 is amended to read:

22 Sec. 22.15.120. LIMITATIONS ON PROCEEDINGS WHICH MAGISTRATE MAY

23 HEAR. A  magistrate shall preside only in cases and proceedings under

24 AS 22.15.040, 22.15.100, and 22.15.110, and as follows,

25 (1) for the recovery of money or damages only w hen the

26 amount claimed, exclusive of costs, interest, and attorney fees, does

27 not exceed $5,000 [$1,000];

28 (2) for the recovery of specific personal property w hen the

29 value of the property claimed and the damages for the detention do not

-1- CSHB 118(Jud)



1 exceed $5,000 [$1,000];

2 (3) for the recovery of a penalty or forfeiture, whether

3 given by statute or arising out of contract, not exceeding $5,000

4 [$1,000];

5 (4) to give judgment without action upon the confession of

6 the defendant for any of the cases specified in this section, except

7 for a penalty or forfeiture imposed by statute;

8 (5) to give judgment of conviction upon a plea of guilty by

9 the defendant in a criminal proceeding within the jurisdiction of the

10 district court;

11 (6) to hear, try, and enter judgments in all cases involv-

12 ing misdemeanors, if the defendant consents in writing that the magis-

13 trate m a y  try the case;

14 (7) to hear, try and enter judgments in all cases involving

15 infractions under AS 28 and violations of ordinances of political

16 subdivisions [;

17 (8) REPEALED].

18 * Sec. 4. This Act takes effect on the effective date of an amendment

19 by the Supreme Court to Rule 9(c)(2) of the Rules Governing the Adminis-

20 tration of All Courts raising the filing fee for small claims actions from

21 $5 to at least $15.

CSHB 118(Jud) -2-



A N A L Y S I S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  118

A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  s m a l l  c l a i m s  a n d  t h e  d u t i e s  of  
m a g i s t r a t e s  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n d  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e

S e c t i o n  1

R a i s e s  t h e  l i m i t  on s mall c l a i m s  c o u r t  a c t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  
c u r r e n t  $ 2 , 0 0 0  t o  $5,000.

S e c t i o n  2

A d d s  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to  t h e  c h a p t e r  r e l a t i n g  t o  s m a l l  c l a i m s  
a c t i o n s  t h a t  w o u l d  i n s t r u c t  t h e  c o u r t s  t o  i n f o r m  all 
p o t e n t i a l  s m a l l  c l a i m  l i t i g a n t s  o f  m e d i a t i o n ,  a r b i t r a t i o n  
o r  c o n c i l i a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  as a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  
l i t i g a t i o n .

S e c t i o n  3

U n d e r  c u r r e n t  law, a m a g i s t r a t e  m a y  h e a r  c a s e s  t h a t  i n v o l v e  
t h e  r e c o v e r y  of m o n e y  or d amages, s p e c i f i c  p e r s o n a l  
p r o p e r t y  a n d  t h e  r e c o v e r y  of p e n a l t y  o r  f o r f e i t u r e  if t h e  
a m o u n t  d o e s  n o t  e x c e e d  $1,000. T h i s  s e c t i o n  r a i s e s  t h a t  
l i m i t  t o  $5,000.

S e c t i o n  4

T h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h i s  a c t  is c o n t i n g e n t  u p o n  t h e  
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  a m e n d i n g  R u l e  9 ( c ) (2) of the A l a s k a  R u l e s  o f  
Court. T h a t  c h a n g e  w o u l d  r a i s e  t h e  f i l i n g  fee f o r  s m a l l  
c l a i m s  a c t i o n s  f r o m  $ 5 .00 t o  $15.00.



A p r i l  20, 1985

Je n s  -

A t t a c h e d  are t w o  f i s c a l  n o t e s  f o r  HB 118. 
The f i r s t  {dated 2/20/85, a u t h o r e d  b y  
H a y d e n  K a d e n  f o r  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y )  w a s  
a t t a c h e d  t o  the b i l l  w h e n  it ca m e  i n t o  
c o m m i t t e e  and has b e e n  i n c l u d e d  in 
c o m m i t t e e  files.

The s e c o n d  n o t e  (3/7/85, a u t h o r e d  by 
Mr. A d a m s  for H o u s e  Finance) w a s  g a t h e r e d  
f r o m  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  files. It was  
r e p o r t e d  o u t  of t h a t  c o m m i t t e e  b u t  
a p p a r e n t l y  r e m o v e d  or i n a d v e r t a n t l y  
d r o p p e d  off of the bi l l  b e f o r e  it 
r e a c h e d  us.

The H o u s e  F i n a n c e  f i s c a l  n o t e  has n o t  
b e e n  i n c l u d e d  in c o m m i t t e e  files.

T h e r e  is u n d o u b t e d l y  a s t o r y  b e h i n d  
this. I w i l l  w a i t  to  h e a r  f r o m  y o u  
p r i o r  to c o p y i n g  the no t e  for m e m b e r s .  •

k a t h y



\
REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No.: CSHB 118 (Jud) 
Title: An Act Relating to Small 
Claims and Magistrate Jurisdiction 

Sponsor: Judiciary Committee
Requestor:________________________
Date of Request:__________________

STATE OF ALASKA 1985 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE

IRevision Date:

FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected: Alaska Court System 
Program Category Affected:_

Administration of J u s t i c e ________
BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected: 

Trial Courts

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING
FY 85 FY 86 FY 87 EY 88 FY 89 FY 90

100 PERSONAL SERVICES 

200 TRAVEL 

300 CONTRACTUAL 

<iOO SUPPLIES 

500 EQUIPMENT 

600 LANO & STRUCTURES 

700 CRANTS, CLAIMS 

600 MISCELLANEOUS

94 .U 100.5 106.5 112.9 119.7

2.0 2.1 2.2 2.3 2.4
9.0

TOTAL OPERATING 105.8 .102.6 108.7 l ib .2 122.1

CAPITAL

REVENUE I

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
CENERAL FUND 

FEOERAL FUNDS 

OTHER 

TOTAL

105.8 102.6 108.7 115.2 122.1

105.8 102.6 108.7 115.2

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIHE 3 3 3 3 3
PART-TIHE . 1 1 1 1 1
TEMPORARY

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL:

The original fiscal note submitted by the Court System for HB 118 is s t i l l  correct; 

however, the costs incurred will be more than offset by the increase in filing fees 

required under Sec. 4 of the House Judiciary Committee Substitute for HB 118.
ANALYSIS: . * : — *

Prepared By:__Haydpn Kaden.-Committee-Counsel
Division: House Judiciary Committee._____ __

Approved by Chai rman
Agency:________ .

Phone: 465-4990_ 
Date:

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies) 12/1/83



STATE OF A L A S K A  19S5 L E G I S L A T I V E  SESSION

____________________FISCAL N O T E  _

Revision Date:

REQUEST FISCAL DETAIL
Bi 11/Resclution No.:C S H B  118 (Judflqency affected: A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m
Title: A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to s m a l l Program Category Affected:______________
C l a i m s  a n d  M a g i s t r a t e  J u r i s d ic t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of J u s t i c e

Sponsor: C o u r t__________________  BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected:
Requestor: H o u s e  F i n a n c e   T r i a l  C o u r t s __________________________
Date of Request: 3/7/85_________  ________________________________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
r  i 8 d Fi b 6 hY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90

OPERATING
1 0 0  P E R S O N A L  S t R V I C t 5 94.8 1 00.5 106.5 112.9 119.7
2 0 0  T R A V E L
3 0 0  C O N T R A C T U A L
<t00 S U P P L I E S 2.0 2.1 2.2 2.3 2.4
5 0 0  E Q U I P M E N T 9.0 1
5 00 L A N D  & S T R U C T U R E S 1
7 0 0  C R A N T S ,  C L A I M S 1
9 0 0  M I S C E L L A N E O U S 1
TOTAL OPERATING 1 -LQ5..8 .. 102.6 _.J08.7 115.2 1 £2., i .

CAPITAL i i i i i i

I REVENUE I 1 n  a l ' 1 2 4 . 0  I 130.2 <136.7 I 143.5 1

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars!
-iC.iiC.rtnL r u i i u

rE D E R A L  F U N D S
D T H E R
T O T A L

105.8 l 102.6 i 108.7 115.2 1 22.1

1 !
1 1

105.8 ' 1 0 2 . 6  1 108.7 -115,. 2 — 1.22 .,1

POSITIONS:
- U l l * 1 Ir'.t 3  1 3  1 3 3 3
’ A R T - T I M E 1  1 1  1 1 1 1TEM PORA RY ' 1

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page i f  necessary

See A t t a c h e d  a n a l y s i s  s h eet - p a g e  2.

Prepared By: A d a m s  — C h a i r  Phone* 4 6 5 — 3706
Division: h o u s e  F i n a n c e  Date: 85

Approved by Commissioner:____ Date:
Agency: _

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note):
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) 7/1/84

P a g e  1 of 3



A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  
F i s c a l  N o t e  A n a l y s i s

CS HB  118 (Jud)
b y  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

T h i s  b i l l  o n l y  t a k e s  e f f e c t  if the c o u r t  i n c r e a s e s  s m all 
c l a i m s  f i l i n g  fees f r o m  the c u r r e n t  $5.00 to $15.00.
T h e r e f o r e  the f i s c a l  i m p a c t  s h o w n  h e r e  w i l l  o n l y  o c c u r  
if the c o u r t  i n c r e a s e s  the fee.

R e v e n u e s  are c o m p u t e d  as follows:

FY 84 1 0 , 7 3 5  s m all c l a i m s  w e r e  filed.
The fee for e a c h  f i l i n g  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  $10.00

The C o u r t  e s t i m a t e s  the n u m b e r  o f  f i l i n g s  w i l l  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  
10% in F Y  85.

10 , 7 3 5  X  $10.00 = $ 1 0 7 , 3 5 0

1 , 0 7 3 . 5 0  X  $10.00 = 10 , 7 3 5
(10,735 X  .10) ________________

$118,085.

The F Y  86 f i g u r e  of $ 1 1 8 , 0 8 5  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  5% ea c h  
s u c c e e d i n g  year.

P a g e  2 o f  3



V

HB 118 - SMALL CLAIMS & MAGISTRATE JURISDICTION

PERSONNEL: TOTAL
SALARY BENEFITS COST

1% COURT CLERK I (Anchorage - 8B) $28,926 $10,418 $39,344
1 COURT CLERK I (Fairbanks - 8B) 21,744 7,496 . 29,240
1 COURT CLERK I (Juneau - 8B) 19,284 6,945 26,229

Total Personnel Costs 94,813

SUPPLIES 2,000

EQUIPMENT (one-time items) 8,996

TOTAL FY 86 COST $105,809

Subsequent fiscal years adjusted to reflect 6% inflation.

ALASKA COURT SYSTEM
FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

P a g e  3 o f  3



STATE OF ALASKA 1986 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

Revision D ate: -----------
R E Q U E S T  F IS C A L  D E T A IL  ____________

Bill/Resolution N o . : CSHB 118 (JUD)______________ Agency Affected: Alaska Court System
Title:____Small Claims Jurisdictional b r u : Trial Courts_____________________
________ Limitation__________________ ________________________________

Sponsor:   Components :
Requestor:________________________________________  _____________
Date o f Request: _______________________________________________________

E X P E N D IT U R E S / R E V E N U E S  : (Thousands o f Dollars)

OPERATING F Y  86 F Y  87 F Y  88 F Y  89 F Y  90 F Y  91

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

172.5 182. 9 193.9 205.5 217 .8
1 2 .0 1 2 .7 1 3 .5 1 4 .3 1 5 .2
2. 5 2 . 7 2 . 9 3.1 3 . 3

1 9 .9

TOTA L OPERATING 2 0 6 .9 1 9 8 .3 2 1 0 .3 2 2 2 .9 2 3 6 .3

C A PITA L

REVENUE 3 5 7 .1 * 3 7 8 .5 4 0 1 .2 4 2 5 .3 4 5 0 .8

F U N D IN G  : (Thousands o f Dollars)

GENERALFUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

2 0 6 .9 1 9 8 .3 2 1 0 .3 2 2 2 .9 2 3 6 .3

2 0 6 .9 2 2 2 .9 ..236., 3

P O S IT IO N S  :

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

6 6 6 6 6

A N A L Y S IS  : Attach a separate page i f  necessary 

SEE ATTACHED ANALYSIS
*Assumes filings double, and supreme court increases filing fee from 

$5 to $15.

Prepared b y : .Robert G. Fisher----------------------------------------------------- Phone: ________
Division. Alaska Court System ________  Date. 2/b/8b

Approved by Commissioner: u M / jt4 Arix\p • 2 / 6 / 8 6
Aoenev- Alaska Court System /Agency

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note):
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office o f Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) page______ o f ______ 10/25/85



ALASKA COURT SYSTEM

CSHB 118 (JUD) - SMALL CLAIMS JURISDICTION LIMITATION

FISCAL IMPACT

The Civil Division of the Anchorage Clerk's Office, which is the court 

location with the greatest number of small claims filings, anticipates that a 

jurisdictional increase from $2,000 to $5,000 would result in a 75-100%

increase in small claims filings. A similar increase in filings is expected 

statewide.

A small number of these cases would be matters previously handled in 

District Court. Most would be new to the system, representing legal problems 

with a relatively low dollar amount involved for which persons are reluctant 

to incur the costs entailed for an attorney, but which they wish to handle 

themselves in small claims court.

Additionally, some litigants would be willing to waive the amount of

their claim over $5,000 and proceed in small claims court, balancing the

waiver of the claim amount against the savings in attorney fees in small

claims.

Additional clerical help will be required. The small claims procedures 

involve an extensive amount of clerical assistance, including mailing notices 

for litigants and substantial time expended in advising the public. General 

District Court matters require only simple filing and journaling of documents. 

This impact could be handled by the addition of six (6) permanent full-time 

positions. These personnel costs and other related costs are summarized on 

the attached sheet.



A L A S K A  C O U R T  S Y S T E M  

CSHB 118 - S M A L L  CL A I M S  J U R I S D I C T I O N A L  L I M I T A T I O N

F I S C A L  I M P A C T

S a l a r y  B e n e f i t s  T o tal

P e r s o n n e l :

A n c h o r a g e :
C o u r t  C l e r k  I - R a n g e  8B, P F T  $ 2 0 , 2 4 4  $7 , 5 7 7  $ 2 7 , 8 2 1
C o u r t  C l e r k  I - R a n g e  8B, P F T  2 0 , 2 4 4  7 , 5 7 7  27,821

F a i rbanks:
C o u r t  C l e r k  I - R a n g e  8B, P F T  2 2 , 8 3 6  8 , 160 30 , 9 9 6

Juneau:
C o u r t  C l e r k  I - R a n g e  8B, PFT 2 0 , 2 4 4  7 , 5 7 7  2 7 , 8 2 1

Palmer:
C o u r t  C l e r k  I - R a n g e  8B, P F T  20 , 8 8 0  7,762 2 8 , 6 4 2

K e n a i :
C o u r t  C l e r k  I - R a n g e  8B, PFT 2 1 , 5 1 6  7,926 2 9 , 4 4 2

T o t a l  P e r s o n n e l  1 7 2 , 5 4 3

C o n t r a c t u a l :

T e l e p h o n e  service, pos t a g e ,  rental c o piers, e q u i p m e n t  
m a i n t e n a n c e ,  etc. 12 , 0 0 0

S u p p l i e s :

File folders, c o p i e r  paper, forms, desk supplies, etc. 2,500

E qu i p m e n t :  (one-time items)

New e m p l o y e e  e q u i p m e n t  - desk, c h a i r  and t y p e w r i t e r  1 3 , 8 4 8
O t her e q u i p m e n t  - fi l e  cabinets, tables, chairs, etc. 6,100

T o tal E q u i p m e n t  19,948

T o t a l  F Y  87 Co s t  $20 6 , 9 9 1

S u b s e q u e n t  fiscal y e a r s  a d j u s t e d  to r e f l e c t  6% inflation.



A L A S K A  C O U R T  S Y S T E M  
S MALL CLAIMS F I L I N G S  

F Y  85

J u d i c i a l  C a s e  P e r c e n t
D i s t r i c t  L o c a t i o n  F i l i n g s  of S t a t e

J u n e a u  1 , 6 7 1  11.70%
K e t c h i k a n  . . 323 2 . 2 6 %
S i t k a  186 1.30%
P e t e r s b u r g  129 0.90%
W r a n g e l l  118 0.83%

D i s t r i c t  T o t a l  2 , 4 2 7  16.99%

2 N o m e  168 1.17%
2 B a r r o w  89 0.62%
2 K o t z e b u e  60 0.42%

D i s t r i c t  T o t a l  317 2.21%

3 A n c h o r a g e  6 , 754 47.27%
3 P a l m e r  1 , 158 8.11%
3 K e n a i  592 4.14%
3 H o m e r  364 2.55%
3 K o d i a k  331 2.32%
3 S e w a r d  146 1.02%
3 D i l l i n g h a m  144 1.01%
3 G l e n n a l l e n  134 0.94%
3 C o r d o v a  85 0.60%
3 V a l d e z  65 0.46%
3 U n a l a s k a  41 0.29%

D i s t r i c t  T o tal 9,814 68 . 7 1 %

4 F a i r b a n k s  1 , 475 1 0 . 3 3 %
4 B e t h e l  225 1.58%
4 Tok 26 0.18%

D i s t r i c t  Total 1 ,726 12.09%

S t a t e w i d e  T o tal 14 , 2 8 4  1 0 0 . 0 0 %



DISTRICT COURTS 
SMALL CLAIMS CASE FILINGSFY 82 - FY 85

COURT FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 % INCREASEFY 82 FY 85 FY 84 FY 85Anchorage 5306 4918 5041 6754 + 27 + 34Barrow 104 43 74 89 - 14 + 20Bethel 321 154 134 225 - 50 + 68Cordova 63 83 105 85 + 35 - 19Dillingham 72 57 45 144 +100 +220Fairbanks 767 777 946 1475 + 92 + 56Glennallen 224 174 253 134 - 40 - 47Homer 201 391 '312 364 + 81 + 17Juneau 1273 1133 1159 1671 + 31 + 44 IKenai 405 308 426 592 + 46 + 39 jKetchikan 328 311 417 323 - 2 - 23 jKodiak 240 156 222 331 + 38 + 49Kotzebue 119 43 219 60 - 50 - 73 |Nome 81 67 108 168 +107 + 56Palmer 841 578 651 1158 + 38 + 78Petersburg 19 90 109 129 +5?9 + 18 !Seward 80 162 68 146 + 83 +115Sitka 241 226 152 186 - 23 + 22Tok 10 21 22 26 +160 + 18Unalaska 34 59' 48 41 + 21 - 15 IValdez 118 172 101 65 - 45 - 36Wrangell 75 46 123 118 + 57 - 4TOTAL .10922.. 9969 10735 14284 + 31 + 33 |
BY JUDICIAL DISTRICTFirst 1936 1806 1960 2427 + 25 + 24 jSecond 304 153 401 317 + 4 - 21Third 7584 7058 7272 9814 + 29 + 35Fourth 1098 952 1102 1726 + 57 + 57FISCAL YEAR JULY 1 — JUNE 30



R E C E I V E D

S E P  1 0 1 9 8 5
tucisTun 
- c a wac-

W illiam  R . Purring ton
Equity Qualified Agent 
3301 C. St., Suite 500 
Anchorage, A K  99503 
(907) 561-5355

S e p t e m b e r  9, 1 9 8 5

C a r o l e  A.  B a e k e y .

D i r e c t o r ,  M a g i s t r a t e  S e r v i c e s  

A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m

3 0 3  K  S t r e e t  - - ........- -
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 1

R E :  S m a l l  C l a i m s  - H . B .  1 18

D e a r  M s .  B a e k e y :

B a s e d  u p o n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  g a t h e r e d  to d a t e  b y  t h e  

A n c h o r a g e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  f o r w a r d e d  

to m e ,  w e  b e l i e v e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  a c h a n g e  f r o m  $ 2 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 5 , 0 0 0  

a s  t h e  l i m i t  f o r  s m a l l  c l a i m  a c t i o n s  w o u l d  d o u b l e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  

f i l i n g s .

W e  a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  f e e s  f o r  s a i d  f i l i n g s  s h o u l d  b e  r a i s e d  

a n d  t h a t  a f e e  a m o u n t  r e l a t e d  to t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  c l a i m  w o u l d  

b e  a p p r o p r i a t e .

W e  a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a t t o r n e y s  a t  s m a l l  c l a i m s  

p r o c e e d i n g s  is n o t  c u r r e n t l y  a n  i s s u e ,  a n d  w e  d o  n o t  c a r e  to 

c h a n g e  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o .

W e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  c h a n g e  w i l l  n e c e s s i t a t e  a f a i r - s i z e d  f i s c a l  

n o t e  o n  t h e  b i l l ,  b u t  it  a p p e a r s  t h a t  p e r s o n n e l  i n c r e a s e s  a r e  

i n e v i t a b l e  a n y w a y ,  b a s e d  u p o n  c u r r e n t  t r e n d s .  W e  d o  b e l i e v e ,  

a l l  f a c t s  a n d  f e e l i n g s  c o n s i d e r e d ,  t h a t  t h e  s m a l l  c l a i m s  l i m i t  

s h o u l d  b e  r a i s e d  to $ 5 , 0 0 0 .

W e  a w a i t  y o u r  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  n e x t  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g .

Res

W i l l i a m  R. P u r r i n g t o n

W R P / b p

Agent
• THE EQUITABLE UFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY O f  THE UN H ID  STATES 

1285 Avenueofthe Americas. New York, N.Y. 10019 
Individual and Croup Life and Health Insurance and Annuities



STATE OF ALASKA 1986 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
FISCAL NOTE
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Bill/Resolution N o .: CSHB 118 (JUD,
Tide : Small Claims'JUNSflTCTlonal

.im.itat.inn.

Sponsor:
Requestor:______
Date o f Request:,

Agency Affected: Alaska Court System 
Inal uourts

B R U

Components:,

E X P E N D IT U R E S / R E V E N U E S  : (Thousands o f Dollars)

| OPERATING F Y  86 F Y  87 F Y  88 F Y  89 F Y  90 F Y 9 1

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

143.5 152.1 161.2 170.9 181.2

i?.n m , i  . .13.5 .. 34 .3 15.2
■2.5 ?  -7 ? .q 3.1 3.3

iq. q *

TO TA L OPERATING 177.9 167.5 177.6 188.3 199.7

C A PITA L

REV E N U E

F U N D IN G  : (Thousands o f Dollars)

GENERALFUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

177.9 167.5 177.6 188.3 199.7

177  9 i67.5 iZZ.,6 .. 1SL.2 .. JLS5...Z
P O S IT IO N S  :

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

4 4 4 4 4
2 7 2 2 2

A N A L Y S IS  : Attach a separate page i f  necessary

Prepared by:  Robert G. Fisher /   Phone : 264-5215
D ivision : —  ^ D a t e :  1/21/B L

£

Approved by Commissioner;.'__________________
Agency:   Alaska Court System

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor

Office o f Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies) page

Date:
1/31/86

10/25/85

J  1.-5 S

Z 2'



ALASKA COURT SYSTEM

CSHB 118 (JUD) - SMALL CLAIMS JURISDICTION LIMITATION

FISCAL IMPACT

The Civil Division of the Anchorage Clerk's Office, which is the court 

location with the greatest number of small claims filings, anticipates that a 

jurisdictional increase from $2,000 to $5,000 would result in a 75-100% 

increase in small claims filings. A similar increase in filings is expected 

statewide.

A small number of these cases would be matters previously handled in 

District Court. Most would be new to the system, representing legal problems 

with a relatively low dollar amount involved for which persons are reluctant 

to incur the costs entailed for an attorney, but which they wish to handle 

themselves in small claims court.

Additionally, some litigants would be willing to waive the amount of 

their claim over $5,000 and proceed in small claims court, balancing the 

waiver of the claim amount against the savings in attorney fees in small 

claims.

Additional clerical help will be required. The small claims procedures 

involve an extensive amount of clerical assistance, including mailing notices 

for litigants and substantial time expended in advising the public. General 

District Court matters require only simple filing and journaling of documents. 

This impact could be handled by the addition of four (4) permanent full-time 

positions and two (2) permanent part-time positions. These personnel costs 

and other related costs are summarized on the attached sheet.



A L A S K A  C O U k T  S Y S T E M  

CSHB 118 - SMALL C L A I M S  J U R I S D I C T I O N A L  L I M I T A T I O N

F I S C A L  I M P A C T

Sa l a r y  B e n e f i t s  Total

P e r s onnel:

A nchorage:
C ourt
Court

Clerk
Clerk

I - Range 
I - Range

8B,
8B,

PF T
P F T

$20,244
20 , 2 4 4

$7,577
7,577

$27,821
27 , 8 2 1

Fairbanks: 
C o u r t  Clerk I - Range 8B, P F T 22,836 8,160 30 , 9 9 6

Juneau:
Court Clerk I - Range 8B, P F T 20,244 7 , 577 2 7 , 8 2 1

Palmer:
C o urt Clerk

. i

I - Range 8B, P P T 10,440 3,881 1 4 , 3 2 1

Kenai:
C o u r t Clerk I - Range 8B, P P T 10,758 3,Su'3 1 4 , 7 2 1

T otal P e r s o n n e l  1 4 3 , 5 0 1

Contractual:

T e l e p h o n e  service, postage, rental copiers, e q u i p m e n t  
m a i n t enance, etc. 12,000

I-

Supplies:

File folders, co p i e r  paper, forms, desk supplies, etc. 2 , 500

E q u i pment: (one-time items)

N e w  e m p l o y e e  e q u i p m e n t  - desk, c h a i r  and t y p e w r i t e r  • 1 3 , 8 4 8
O t her e q u i p m e n t  - file cabinets, tables, chairs, etc. 6,100

T o t a l  E q u i p m e n t  19,948

T otal F Y  87 Cost $177,949

S u b s e q u e n t  fiscal y e a r s  ad j u s t e d  to r e f l e c t  6% inflation.



R E C E I V E D

SEP 101985

awisTMn —tavicffi-
W illiam  R. Pu rring ton
Equity Qualified Agent 
3301 C.St., Suite 500 
Anchorage, A K  99503 
(907)561-5355

S e p t e m b e r  9 ,  1 9 8 5

C a r o l e  A .  B a e k e y
D i r e c t o r ,  M a g i s t r a t e  S e r v i c e s

A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m
3 0 3  K S t r e e t
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 9 9 5 0 1

R E :  S m a l l  C l a i m s  -  H . B .  118

D e a r  M s .  B a e k e y :

B a s e d  u p o n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  g a t h e r e d  t o  d a t e  b y  t h e  
A n c h o r a g e  C h a m b e r  o f  Commerce L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  an d  f o r w a r d e d  
t o  me, we b e l i e v e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  a c h a n g e  f r o m  $ 2 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 5 , 0 0 0  
a s  t h e  l i m i t  f o r  s m a l l  c l a i m  a c t i o n s  w o u l d  d o u b l e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
f i l i n g s .

We a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  f e e s  f o r  s a i d  f i l i n g s  s h o u l d  be r a i s e d  
a n d  t h a t  a f e e  a m o u n t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  c l a i m  w o u l d  

b e  a p p r o p r i a t e .

We a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a t t o r n e y s  a t  s m a l l  c l a i m s  
p r o c e e d i n g s  i s  n o t  c u r r e n t l y  an i s s u e ,  a n d  we d o  n o t  c a r e  t o  

c h a n g e  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o .

We r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  c h a n g e  w i l l  n e c e s s i t a t e  a f a i r - s i z e d  f i s c a l  
n o t e  o n  t h e  b i l l ,  b u t  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  p e r s o n n e l  i n c r e a s e s  a r e  
i n e v i t a b l e  a n y w a y ,  b a s e d  u p o n  c u r r e n t  t r e n d s .  We d o  b e l i e v e ,  
a l l  f a c t s  a n d  f e e l i n g s  c o n s i d e r e d ,  t h a t  t h e  s m a l l  c l a i m s  l i m i t  

s h o u l d  b e  r a i s e d  t o  $ 5 , 0 0 0 .

We a w a i t  y o u r  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  n e x t  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g .

W i l l i a m  R .  P u r r i n g t o n

W R r / b p

Agem
' THE EQUITABLE UFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY O f THE UNITED STATES 

12B5 Avenue o f the Americas, New Yorit,N.Y. 10019 
Individual and C roup  Life and Health Insurance and Annuities



CN 
CN 

OJ 
P

I 
M 

fO 
ro 

Cl 
P

) 
(O 

to 
(O 

fO 
n 

1̂* 
"U

*

ALASKA COURT SYSTEM SMALL CLAIMS FILINGS FY 85Ju d ic ia lD istr ic t LocationJuneauKetchikanSitkaPetersburgWrangellD istr ict Total

CaseFilin gsl f 671 323 186 129 1182,427

Percent of State11.70%2.26%1.30%0.90%0.83%16.99%
NomeBarrowKotzebueD istrict Total

1688960317
1.17%0.62%0.42%
2 . 21%

A n c h o r a g ePalmerKenaiHomerKodiakSewardDillinghamGlennallenCordovaValdezUnalaskaD istrict Total

6,754 1,158 592 364 331 146 ■ 144 134 85 65 419,814

47.27%
8.11%4.14%2.55%2.32%1 . 02%1 . 01%0.94%0.60%0.46%0.29%68.71%FairbanksBethelTok 1,47522526 10.33%1.58%0.18%D istrict Total 1,726 12.09%

Statewide Total 14,284 1 0 0 . 0 0 %



DISTRICT COURTS 
SMALL CLAIMS CASE FILINGSFY 82 - FY 85

COURT FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 % INC4 EASEFY 82 FY 85 FY 84 FY 85
Anchorage 5306 4918 5041 6754 + 27 + 34 i
Barrow 104 43 74 89 -  14 + 20
Bethel 321 154 134 225 - 30 + 68
Cordova 63 83 105 85 + 35 -  19
Dillingham 72 57 45 144 +100 +220
Fairbanks 767 777 946 1475 + 92 + 56
Glennallen 224 174 253 134 - 40 -  47
Homer 201 391 (_ 312 364 + 81 + 17
Juneau 1273 1133 1159 1671 + 31 + 44
Kenai 405 308 426 592 + 46 + 39
Ketchikan 328 311 417 323 - 2 -  23
Kodiak 240 156 222 331 + 38 + 49
Kotzebue 119 43 219 60 - 50 - 73
Nome 81 67 108 168 +107 + 56 !
Palmer 841 578 651 1158 + 38 + 78 ;
Petersburg 19 90 109 , 129 4579 + 18
Seward 80 162 68 146 + 83 +115
Sitka 241 226 152 186 - 23 + 22
Tok 10 21 22 26 +160 + 18
Unalaska 34 59 48 41 + 21 - 15
Valdez 118 172 101 65 - 45 - 36 I
Wrangell 75 46 123 118 + 57 - 4
TOTAL 10922 9969 10735 14284 + 31 + 33 H

BY JUDICIAL DISTRICT

First 1936 1806 1960 2427 + 25 + 24
Second 304 153 .401 317 + 4 - 21
Third 7584 7058 7272 9814 + 29 + 35
Fourth 1098 952 1102 1726 + 57 + 57

FISCAL YEAR JULY 1 —  JUNE 30



COMMITTEE REPORT 

SENATE

3/11/85

.FURTHER:( FINANCE
DateMr. PresidentThe Committee on JUDICIARY____________________ considered________relatin g to sm all.claim s, and the duties of m agistrates; efd.CSHB 118(Jud)

and ^a^maioritv of the conmiittee} (the committee) reports i t  back with the following recommends! ions-;—do pass( ] do pass with attached amendment(s)CS fornew t i t le  same t i t l e  and recommendsand attached a "LETTER OF INTENT" reports i t  back without recommendationrecommends referral to ________MEMBERS SIGNING
[ ] NEW FISCAL NOTE

CommitteeMEMBERS HAVING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

Chairman recommendation



COMMITTEE REPORT 

HOUSE

4 / 1 0 / 8 5

Date: r

(11) FURTHER:

The Committee on FI:W:CE has had «B 122

"An A c t  abolish-’m  i n n c t i n e  b o a r d s , c o u n c i l s , one* coranissions

under consideration and recommends:
[)C] do pass [ ] do not pass
1

[ ] do pass with attached amendments(s)
[ ] same t i t l e

[ ] replace with CS for  _______________________________________ [ j new t i t l e

and recommends

[ ] AND attaches a "L e t te r  of In tent"  [ ,]  New Fiscal Note[ }•• j Zero Fiscal Note Attached 
[ ] reports i t  back without recommendation/

[ ] referred to t h e ________________________________________ Committee

MEMBERS SIGNING MEMBERS HAVING
DO PASS OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

* /. . 1 /' , /



Introduced: 1/25/85
Referred: State Affairs
and Finance

BY T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  BY
1 IN THE H O U S E  R E Q U E S T  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 122

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an A c t  e n t i tled: " An Act a b o l i s h i n g  i n a c t i v e  boards, councils, and

7 c o m m i s s i o n s . "

8 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. AS  4 4 . 9 9 . 0 0 1  is a m e n d e d  to read:

10 Sec. 44.99.001. A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  O F  H I G H W A Y  S A F E T Y  PROGRAM. The

11 g o v e r n o r  m a y  c o n t r a c t  and do  all o t h e r  thin g s  n e c e s s a r y  on b e h a l f  of

12 this s t a t e  u n d e r  23 U.S.C. sec. 4 0 1  -- 4 04 (Highway S a f e t y  A ct of

13 1966), a n d  may co o p e r a t e  w i t h  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  to

14 e f f e c t u a t e  the p u r p o s e s  of that Act. The g o v e r n o r  m a y  d e s i g n a t e  a

15 p e r s o n  to s e rve as the g o v e r n o r ' s  h i g h w a y  s a f e t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ;

16 however, the g o v e r n o r  is th e  o f f i c i a l  in thi s  s t a t e  h a v i n g  t he u l ti-

17 m a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  the federal g o v e r n m e n t  w i t h

18 r e s pect to p r o g r a m s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  u n d e r  the F e d e r a l  H i g h w a y  S a f e t y

19 Act of 1966. T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h all c o o r d i n a t e  the a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t i n g  to

20 h i g h w a y  s a fety of s t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  a g e n c i e s ^  a n d  s u b d i v i s i o n s  [AND

21 OF T H E  G O V E R N O R ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  ON T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  S A F E T Y  E S T A B L I S H E D  IN

2 2  AS 4 4 . 1 9 .190].

23 *  Sec. 2. A S  18.65.250; AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 0 6 4  -- 4 4 . 1 9.072, 4 4 . 1 9 . 1 1 0  -- 4 4 . 19.-

2 4  122, 4 4 . 1 9 . 1 3 1  -- 4 4 . 1 9.140, 4 4 . 1 9 . 1 9 0  -- 4 4 . 1 9 . 1 9 2 ;  A S  4 4 . 2 7 . 0 5 0 ( 5 ) ;

25 AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 0 2 0 ( 2 3 ) ,  4 4 . 3 3 . 1 9 0  -- 4 4 . 3 3 . 2 3 0 ,  4 4 . 3 3 . 4 0 1  -- 4 4 . 3 3 . 4 3 0 ;  AS 44.-

26 4 7 . 1 6 0  -- 4 4 . 4 7.190; and A S  4 4 . 6 6 . 0 1 0 ( a ) ( 9 )  are repealed.
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B IL I . S H E F F I E L D
G O V E R N O R

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  
J  U NT E A  U

F e b r u a r y  20, 1985

The H o n o r a b l e  K a t i e  Hu r l e y 
Chair, H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  

C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
P o u c h  V
Juneau, A K  99811

De a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Hurley:

P u r s u a n t  to y o u r  r e q u e s t  of F e b r u a r y  7, r e q u e s t i n g  b a c k­
gr o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  i n a c t i v e  b o a r d s  and c o m m i s s i o n s  
li s t e d  in H o u s e  B i l l  No. 122, I h a v e  p r e p a r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
w h i c h  the C o m m i t t e e  m a y  find helpful.

B e c a u s e  t h e r e  is c o n f u s i o n  in the p u b l i c ' s  m i n d  as to the 
e x i s t e n c e  of these b o a r d s  and c o m m issions, m a n y  peo p l e  still 
c o n t i n u e  to a p ply for them. By a b o l i s h i n g  the b o a r d s  w h i c h  
are inactive, the L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  a s s i s t  in c l e a r i n g  up the 
c o n fusion.

B a s i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b out the seven b o a r d s  m e n t i o n e d  in this, 
bi l l  follows.

The bi l l  a b o l i s h e s  the f o l l o w i n g  boards, councils, and 
c o m m i s s i o n s  by r e p e a l i n g  the statutes g o v e r n i n g  their 
o pe r a t i o n :  A l a s k a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  C ommission,
G o v e r n o r ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of Justice, 
C o m m i s s i o n  on the C o n f e r e n c e  of the L a w  o f  the Sea, 
G o v e r n o r ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Safety, T o u r i s m  
A d v i s o r y  Board, A d v i s o r y  Coun c i l  on  C u l t u r a l  F acilities, and 
the R u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o uncil. T h e s e  entities, alt h o u g h 
s t i l l  in e x i s t e n c e  on  paper, have not b e e n  a c t i v e  or f u n c­
t i o n i n g  for some time. T h e y  are c o n s i d e r e d  n o n f u n c t i o n a l  
for o n e  or m o r e  of the f o l l o w i n g  reasons:

1. t h eir f unction has be e n  a b s o r b e d  by  a n o t h e r  
e n t i t y ;

2. they have lacked f u n d i n g  by l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o p r i­
ation s  m o r e  t h a n  two /ears in a row;

3. the spe c i f i c  n e e d  fv : w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
n o  longer exists.
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the C o u n c i l ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h o u t  the fund i n g  of the 
r e v o l v i n g  fund. A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  m a d e  by  
the C o u n c i l  e v e n t u a l l y  b e c a m e  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of each 
community, who w o u l d  m a i n t a i n  and o p e r a t e  w h a t e v e r  c a p i t a l  
p r o j e c t  was d e c i d e d  u p o n  by the c o m m u n i t y  a n d  funded by the 
L e g i s l a t u r e .

A L A S K A  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  C O M M I S S I O N  
AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 0 6 4 - 0 7 2

The A l a s k a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m i s s i o n  w a s  c r e a t e d  
in the O f f i c e  of the G o v e r n o r  in 1959. It w a s  a m e n d e d  by 
the 1961 a n d  1963 L e g i s l a t u r e s .  T h e  s t a t u t e  defi n e s  its 
du t i e s  as p r i m a r i l y  i n v o l v i n g  p l a n n i n g  in the d e v e l o p m e n t  
an d  use o f  water, minerals, power, and f o r e s t  r e s o u r c e s  n e a r  
the b o r d e r  of  A l a s k a  and Canada.

The Boards and C o m m i s s i o n s  O f f i c e  h a s  no d o c u m e n t a t i o n  on 
this Board. R e s e a r c h  r eflects that the B o a r d  was dormant. - 
an d  not "on the books" at the b e g i n n i n g  of former G o v e r n o r  
J a y  H a m m o n d ' s  te n u r e  in 1974, nor s ince then.

The A l a s k a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m i s s i o n  is not to be 
c o n f u s e d  w i t h  the Al a s k a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e  Commission,  
c r e a t e d  by fo r m e r  G o v e r n o r  H a m m o n d  b y  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
Orders 57 and 66 in 1979 a n d  1981, respec t i v e l y .  The A l a s k a  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e  C o m m i s s i o n  is al s o  dormant, h a v i n g  been 
r e p l a c e d  in function b y  the m u l t i - f a c e t e d  Of f i c e  o f  I n t e r n a­
tional T r a d e  w i t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c  
Development.

If you d e s i r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the D e v e l o p m e n t  
C ommission, the o n l y  so u r c e  w h i c h  m a y , h a v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  is 
the S t ate A r c h i v e s .  A n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  or r e p o r t s  e m a n a t i n g  
fr o m  the D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m i s s i o n  w o u l d  n o w  be c o n s i d e r e d  
p r o p e r t y  of that office.

C O M M I S S I O N  O N  THE C O N F E R E N C E  OF THE L A W  O F  T H E  SEA  
AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 1 3 1 - 1 4 0

The C o m m i s s i o n  on the C o n f e r e n c e  of the L a w  o f  the Sea was 
c r e a t e d  O c t o b e r  4, 1972, b y  AS 44.19 . 1 3 4  to a i d  the State in 
d e v e l o p i n g  p o s i t i o n s  o n  the L a w  of the S e a  C o n f e r e n c e  wi t h  
s pecific r e g a r d  to the State's uses of m a r i n e  resources.
The C o m m i s s i o n  w a s  s t r i c t l y  an a d v i s o r y  b o a r d  to the 
G o v e r n o r  and the L e g i s lature.

The C o m m i s s i o n  is c u r r e n t l y  d o r m a n t  b e c a u s e  o f  the shift of 
Al a s k a  into the E x c l u s i v e  E c o n o m i c  Zone ( E E Z ) .

The E x t e n d e d  J u r i s d i c t i o n  O f f i c e  of the A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
F i s h  and Ga m e  m o n i t o r s  the Law o f  the Sea so that i n f o r m a­
tion can be had w h e n  m a t t e r s  a rise at the federal level. 
However, A D F G  c o n s i d e r s  the b o a r d  dormant. N o  funds were  
ex p e n d e d  for its o p e r a t i o n  in F Y  83, FY 84, o r  FY 85.
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BILL  S H E F F I E L D
GOVERNOR

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  Q O V E P N Q P
J u n e a u

F e b r u a r y  20, 1985

The H o n o r a b l e  K a t i e  H u r l e y  ^  ̂
Chair, H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  

C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
Po uch V
Juneau, A K  99811

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Hurley:

P u r s u a n t  to y o u r  r e q u e s t  of F e b r u a r y  7, r e q u e s t i n g  b a c k­
gro u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  on the ina c t i v e  bo a r d s  and c o m m i s s i o n s  
li s t e d  in H o u s e  B i l l  No. 122, I have p r e p a r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
w h i c h  the C o m m i t t e e  m a y  find helpful.

Be c ause t h e r e  is c o n f u s i o n  in the p u b l i c ' s  m i n d  as to the 
e x i s t e n c e  of these b o a r d s  a n d  commissions, m a n y  people still 
c o n t i n u e  to a pply for them. By a b o l i s h i n g  the bo a r d s  w h i c h  
are inactive, the L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  as s i s t  in c l e a r i n g  up the 
confusion.

Ba sic i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  the seven boards m e n t i o n e d  in this 
bill follows.

The b i l l  a b o l i s h e s  the f o l l o w i n g  boards, councils, and 
c o m m i s s i o n s  by r e p e a l i n g  the statutes g o v e r n i n g  their 
ope r a t i o n :  A l a s k a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o mmission,
G o v e r n o r ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of Justice, 
C o m m i s s i o n  on th« C o n f e r e n c e  of the L a w  of the Sea, 
G o v e r n o r ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Safety, T o u r i s m  
A d v i s o r y  Board, A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  on C u l t u r a l  F acilities, and 
the R u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  Council. T h e s e  entities, a l though 
s t i l l  in e x i s t e n c e  on paper, have not be e n  active or f u n c­
ti o n i n g  for some time. T h e y  are c o n s i d e r e d  n o n f u n c t i o n a l  
for o n e  or m o r e  of the follo w i n g  reasons:

1. t h e i r  fun c t i o n  has been a b s o r b e d  by a n o t h e r  
entity;

2. t h e y  have lacked fund i n g  by l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o p r i­
atio n s  m o r e  t h a n  two y e a r s  in a row;

3. the s p e c i f i c  ne e d  for w h i c h  they we r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
no longer exists.
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S p ecific inform a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the seven boards is p r e s e n t e d  
below.

GOV E R N O R ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  ON THE A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  OF J U S T I C E  
A S  18.65.250; AS 4 4 . 1 9.110-122

W h e n  the L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  A s s i s t a n c e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was 
e l i m i n a t e d  at the federal level in 1980 or 1981, the p r i n­
cipal source of funding for the C o m m i s s i o n  and its pr o g r a m s  
w a s  gone. F o l l owing that, the Legisl a t u r e  d e f u n d e d  the 
C r i m i n a l  J u s t i c e  Pla n n i n g  Agency, w h i c h  was the C o m m i s s i o n ' s  
p l a n n i n g  arm.

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  still has a f unction u n der the s e c u r i t y  and 
p r i v a c y  regulations p e r t a i n i n g  to the c r i m i n a l  justice 
i n f o r m a t i o n  systems (6 A A C ) . The C o m m i s s i o n  is also 
e m p o w e r e d  to approve all secondary interim u s e r  a p p l i c a­
tions. Because of the C o m m i s s i o n ' s  dormant status, the 
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  has inf o r m a l l y  assu m e d  this r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
b y  virtue of  his pos i t i o n  as ex- o f f i c i o  chair of the 
C ommission. A  separate p r o p o s e d  b i l l  r e g a r d i n g  the 
C o m m i s s i o n  confers these powers to the A t t o r n e y  General.

A  Criminal J u s t i c e  W o r k i n g  Group, o r  COG, as it is called, 
w a s  formed in the fall of 1983 to e x a m i n e  s p ecific c r iminal 
j ustice system p r oblems a n d  devise r e s o l u t i o n s  and plans.
T h e  A t t o r n e y  General heads this group, w h i c h  includes 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  from all age n c i e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  criminal 
j u s t i c e .

A D V I S O R Y  C O U N C I L  ON C U L T U R A L  FACILITIES 
A S  44.27.050(5); AS 44.33.020(23); AS 44.33. 4 0 1 - 4 3 0

T h e  A d v i s o r y  Council on C u l t u r a l  F a c ilities was c r e a t e d  by , 
C h a p t e r  62, SLA 1979, to establish criteria, by regulation, 
for the purpose o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  or d e v e l o p m e n t  of c ultural 
facilities u n d e r  AS 43.18.500, etc. The five- m e m b e r  C o u n c i l  
w a s  housed u n d e r  the D e p a r t m e n t  of C ommerce and E c o n o m i c  
D e v e l opment, and was a p p o i n t e d  by G o v e r n o r  H a m m o n d  from a 
list p r o v i d e d  to him for that p u r p o s e  by the S t a t e  C o u ncil 
o n  the Arts.

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Com m e r c e  and Economic D e v e l o p m e n t  stated 
that the Council p e r f o r m e d  m u c h  in-depth research and 
p r o v i d e d  the D e p a r t m e n t  w i t h  w r i t t e n  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  
their findings. However, the C o u n c i l  recom m e n d e d  to the 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  that a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $110 m i l l i o n  be set a s ide 
in a revol v i n g  fund for the d e v e l o p m e n t  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
c u l t u r a l  facilities. N e i t h e r  the L e g i s l a t u r e  or the A d m i n­
istration i mplemented that recommendation.

It was stated by the c o n t a c t  agency (DCED) that the terms o f  
the members of the C o u ncil were allowed to expire b e c ause  
the Council had p r e s e n t e d  its findings, there w e r e  no funds 
w i t h  w h i c h  to imple m e n t  them, and there was no  real ne e d  for
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the C o u n c i l ' s  act i v i t i e s  w i t h o u t  the funding of the 
r e v o l v i n g  fund. A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  m a d e  by 
the C o u n c i l  e v e n t u a l l y  b e c a m e  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of each 
community, who w o u l d  m a i n t a i n  and operate w h a t e v e r  c a p i t a l  
proj e c t  w a s  d e c i d e d  upon by the c o m m u n i t y  and fu n d e d  by the 
Legislature.

A L A S K A  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  C O M M I S S I O N  
AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 0 6 4 - 0 7 2

The A l a s k a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m i s s i o n  was c r e a t e d  
in the Of f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  in 1959. It was a m e n d e d  by 
the 1961 and 1963 L e g i s l a t u r e s .  The s t a t u t e  d e f ines its 
d u t i e s  as p r i m a r i l y  i n v o l v i n g  p l a n n i n g  in the d e v e l o p m e n t  
and use o f  water, minerals, power, and forest resou r c e s  near  
the b o r d e r  of A l a s k a  and Canada.

The B o a r d s  and C o m m i s s i o n s  O f f i c e  has no d o c u m e n t a t i o n  on 
this Board. R e s e a r c h  r e f l e c t s  th a t  the B o ard w a s  d o r m a n t  
and not "on the books" at the b e g i n n i n g  of former G o v e r n o r  
Jay H a m m o n d ' s  t e n u r e  in 1974, nor since then.

The A l a s k a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m i s s i o n  is n o t  to be 
c o n f u s e d  w i t h  the A l a s k a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r ade Commission, 
c r e a t e d  by  former G o v e r n o r  H a m m o n d  by A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
O r d e r s  57 and 66 in 1979 and 1981, respectively. The Al a s k a 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e  C o m m i s s i o n  is also dormant., h a v i n g  be e n  
r e p l a c e d  in f u nction by the m u l t i - f a c e t e d  Of f i c e  of I n t e r n a­
tion a l  T r a d e  w i t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  and Eco n o m i c 
D evelopment.

I f  y o u  de s i r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the D e v e l o p m e n t  
Commi s s i o n ,  the on l y  source w h i c h  m a y , h a v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  is 
the State Archives. Any i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  reports e m a n a t i n g  
from the D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m i s s i o n  w o u l d  n o w  b e  con s i d e r e d 
p r o p e r t y  o f  that office.

C O M M I S S I O N  ON T H E  C O N F E R E N C E  OF T H E  L A W  OF THE SEA 
A S  4 4 . 1 9 . 1 3 1 - 1 4 0

T he C o m m i s s i o n  on the C o n f e r e n c e  o f  the Law of the S e a  was 
c r e a t e d  O c t o b e r  4, 1972, by A S  44.19.134 to aid the S t ate in 
d e v e l o p i n g  p o s i t i o n s  on the L a w  of the Sea C o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  
sp e c i f i c  r e g a r d  to the S t a t e ' s  uses of m a r i n e  resources.
T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  was s t r i c t l y  a n  a d v i s o r y  b o a r d  to the 
G o v e r n o r  a n d  the Legislature.

The C o m m i s s i o n  is c u r r e n t l y  d o r m a n t  beca u s e  of the shift of 
A l a s k a  into the E x c l u s i v e  E c o n o m i c  Zone (EEZ).

The E x t e n d e d  J u r i s d i c t i o n  Of f i c e  o f  the A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
F i s h  and G a m e  m o n i t o r s  the L a w  of the Sea so that i n f o r m a­
tion can be had w h e n  m a t ters arise at the federal level. 
However, A D F G  c o n s i d e r s  the b o a r d  dormant. No funds were 
e x p e n d e d  for its o p e r a t i o n  in FY 83, FY 84, or F Y  85.
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R U RAL D E V E L O P M E N T  C O U N C I L  
AS 44.47.160-190; AS 44.66.010(a)(9)

The Rural D e v e l o p m e n t  Council, c r e ated on J u l y  2, 1980, was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  to p r o mote r u ral A l a s k a ' s  eco n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  
a nd to r e c o m m e n d  policies to the G o v e r n o r  a n d  the L e g i s l a­
ture in this regard. The C o u ncil was d e f u n d e d  in 1982 
d u r i n g  the p revious A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

B y  its c r e a t i n g  authority, the C o u n c i l  was a d v i s o r y  in 
nature. Its duties have b e e n  p i c k e d  up by o t h e r  e n tities 
since its d e a c t i v a t i o n  three y ears ago —  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
C o m m u n i t y  and Reg i o n a l  Affairs, the G o v e r n o r ' s  S p e cial S t aff 
A s s i s t a n t  for Rural D e v e l opment, and a d d i t i o n a l  pu b l i c  input 
v eh i c l e s  c r e a t e d  by both the L e g i s l a t u r e  and the E x e c u t i v e  
B r a n c h  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to fac i l i t a t e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w i t h  rural 
Alaska.

T O U R I S M  A D V I S O R Y  BOARD 
AS 44.33.190-230

T he T o u r i s m  A d v i s o r y  B o ard has not functioned for at least 
four and o n e - h a l f  years, and there are no m e m b e r s  a t t a c h e d  
to it, as their terms ha v e  expired.

Small i ndustry and c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t  ou t r e a c h  is b e i n g 
h a n d l e d  int e r n a l l y  by the s t aff of the D i v i s i o n  of T o u r i s m  
in the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and Eco n o m i c  Development. 
A d d itionally, the D i v i s i o n  has i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  a r e l a t i o n­
ship w i t h  the A l a s k a  Visitors' Association. State o f f i c i a l s  
f r o m  the G o v e r n o r ' s  Office, the D i v i s i o n  of Parks w i t h i n  the 
D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  Resources, and the D i v i s i o n  of T o u r i s m  
sit on the b o a r d  of the A l a s k a  Visitors' Association.

G O V E R N O R ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  ON T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  SAFETY 
A S  44.99.001; AS 44 . 1 9 . 1 9 0 - 1 9 2

T h i s  board, c r e a t e d  by AS 44.19.190, on J a n u a r y  15, 1982", 
w a s  n e v e r  activated. C c v e r n o r  H a m m o n d  v e t o e d  the l e g i s l a­
tion w h e n  it passed bo t h  houses; however, the L e g i s l a t u r e  
o v e r r o d e  his veto. A  fiscal note, w h i c h  was att a c h e d  to the 
o r i g i n a l  bill, got lost in the shuffle and there w e r e  no 
funds att a c h e d  to the new C o mmission. Consequently, the 
p r i o r  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  took no a c t i o n  to a ctivate the 
C ommission.

The C o m m i s s i o n e r  of the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Public S a f e t y  in the 
p r e v i o u s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  took no pos i t i o n  on the bi l l  w h e n  it 
was before the L e g i s l a t u r e  because it r e m o v e d  the H i g h w a y 
S a f e t y  P l a n n i n g  A g e n c y  from the D e p a r t m e n t  and p l a c e d  it in 
the Gov e r n o r ' s  Office.
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The D e p a r t m e n t  of Pu b l i c  S a f e t y  sta t e s  that the c h a r g e s  of 
the C o m m i s s i o n  are b e i n g  p i c k e d  u p  b y  o t h e r  o f f i c e s  w i t h i n  
the D e p a r t m e n t  and does not feel t here is a ne e d  for this 
C o m m i s s i o n .

If y o u  h a v e  a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me at 
465-3651. I have e n c l o s e d  r e l e v a n t  p a g e s  from the N o v e m b e r  
1982 Bo a r d s  and C o m m i s s i o n  B o o k  in o r d e r  to advise you of 
p r e v i o u s  mem b e r s h i p s .

Sin c e r e l y ,

S p e c i a l  S t a f f  A s s i s t a n t  
to the G o v e r n o r

E n c l o s u r e s
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S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

□ r n c E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R
J u n e a u

J a n u a r y  25, 1985

Th e  H o n o r a b l e  B e n  G r u s s e n d o r f  
S p e a k e r  o f  the H o u s e 
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  99811

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f :

U n d e r  the a u t h o r i t y  o f  art. Ill, sec. 18, o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  a b o l i s h i n g  six n o n­
fu n c t i o n a l  b o a r d s ,  c o u n c i l s ,  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s .  S e c t i o n  2 ’s * 
r e p e a l e r  is t h e  h e a r t  o f  th i s  bill. S e c t i o n  1 m a k e s  an 
a m e n d m e n t  t o  c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  t h e  repealer.

In 1983 the O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  c o n d u c t e d  an  i n v e n t o r y  of 
all s t a t e  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s .  S e v e r a l  b o a rds, councils, 
a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  w e r e  d e t e r m i n e d  to b e  n o n f u n c t i o n a l ,  the 
f o l l o w i n g  s e v e n  o f  w h i c h  r e q u i r e  s t a t u t o r y  changes: (1)
A l a s k a — In-te-rnat-i-ona-1— D&ve4-opment . C o m m i s s i q n (AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 0 6 4  —  
44 . 1 9 . 0 7 2 ) ;  (21 G o v e r n o r ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

. Q f - J u s t ice (AS 4 4 . 1 9TTI 0'“=-— 4 4i-19-rl'22) whi'cK~wi I T  b e  d e a It 
w i t h  in a s e p a r a t e  bill; (3) Q o m m i s s i o n on the C o n f e r e n c e  o_f 
the L a w  o f  the Sea (AS 4 4 . 1 9 . l 3 l  —  4~4Ti9~. 1407T" (4) G o v e r­
no r  1 s C o m m i s s i o n  o n  ~Tr a n s p o rtatio_n_S_afety (AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 1 9 O H " ^
4 4 . 1 9 . 1 9  2 n  (5) T o u r i s m  A d v i s o r y B o a r d  (AS 44.33. 190 —
4 4 . 3 3 . 2 3 0 ) ;  (6) A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i 1 o n ^ C u T t u r a l  F a c i l i t i e s  (AS
4 4 . 3 3 . 4 0 1  —  4 4 . 3 3 . 4’30‘n  an d  (7) R u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l  
(AS 4 4 . 4 7 . 1 6 0  —  4.' 7.190). *

T h e s e  e n t i t i e s  are c o n s i d e r e d  n o n f u n c t i o n a l  for one or m o r e  
of the f o l l o w i n g  reasons:

1. t h e i r  f u n c t i o n  has b e e n  a b s o r b e d  b y  a n o t h e r  entity;
2. t h e y  h a v e  l a c k e d  f u n d i n g  b y  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o p r i­

at i o n s  m o r e  th a n  two y e a r s  in a row;
3. the s p e c i f i c  n e e d  for w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

no l o n g e r  exists.

D e s p i t e  t h e i r  d o r m a n t  state, t h e s e  e n t i t i e s  e x i s t  on  the 
b o o k s  o f  the A l a s k a  Statu t e s .  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  this b i l l  is 
to a b o l i s h  t h e s e  e n t i t i e s  a n d  r e p e a l  the s t a t u t e s  g o v e r n i n g  
t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n .  The c u l t u r a l  f a c i l i t i e s  d e v e l o p m e n t  fund.
AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 4 0 1  —  44. 3 3 . 4 1 7 ,  w h i c h  w a s  to be h a n d l e d  by the
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A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  on C u l t u r a l  F a c i l i t i e s /  is also repealed; 
no m o n e y  has b e e n  a p p r o p r i a t e d  to the fund, and no g r a n t s  
h a v e  b e e n  awarded.

I u r g e  y o u r  p r o m p t  a n d  f a v o r a b l e  a c t i o n  on  this me a s u r e ,  to 
c l e a n  u p  the sta t u t e s  and to  c l e a r  u p  p u b l i c  c o n f u s i o n  a b o u t  
t h e s e  e n t i t i e s .

S i n c e r e l y

B i l l  S h e f f i e l d  
G o v e r n o r
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Int r o d u c e d :  1/25/85
Re f e r r e d :  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e ,  Health,
E d u c a t i o n  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  and 
F i n a n c e

B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  BY 
IN  T HE H O U S E  R E Q U E S T  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 123

IN  T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  an  A c t  e n t itled: " An Act e x t e n d i n g  t he t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  of the B o a r d

of P h a rmacy; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a te."

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS  0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0 ( c ) ( 4 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(4) B o a r d  of P h a r m a c y  (AS 0 8 . 8 0 . 0 1 0 )  -- June 30, 1988

[1984].

* Sec. 2. This Act t a kes effe c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

A S  01.1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .

-1- HB 123
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Rev i s i"h Qate: October 9, 1984

FISCAL DETAIL 
HE Q 3  Agency nTTected: Commerce & Econ. Dev.

REQUEST

Bii1/Resolution N o _____________ _________
Title: An Act rp’ ->rir.tr co the con- Program Category Affected: 
tinuation or the Board of Pharmacy Consumer Protection 
Sponsor:
Requester:_____
Date of Recues::

BRU, Program or SuDprogram(s) Affectea: 
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ANALYSIS: Attach a separate pace if necessary

The bill extends the function of the Board of Pharmacy which was sunsetted and 
expected to terminate on June 30, 1985. Funding for operating costs of the 

board is included in the agency's FY '86 budget request.
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Division: Occupational Licensing

agement Analyst Phorie: 465-2144
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J a n u a r y  25, 1985

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B e n  G r u s s e n d o r f  
S p e a k e r  o f  the H o u s e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
Ju n eau, A K  99811

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f :

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  art. Ill, sec. 18, o f  the A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g ' a  b i l l  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  t e r­
m i n a t i o n  d a t e  o f  the B o a r d  o f  P h a r m a c y  for fo u r  m o r e  years. *

U n d e r  A S  0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0 ( c ) ( 4 ) ,  the b o a r d  t e r m i n a t e d  on  J u n e  30, 
1984. U n d e r  AS 0 8 . 0 3 . 0 2 0 ,  h o w e v e r ,  the b o a r d  is a u t h o r i z e d  
to c o n t i n u e  its a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i t h  n o  r e d u c t i o n  in its p o w e r s  
or a u t h o r i t y ,  u n t i l  J u n e  30, 1985. If the b o a r d ' s  t e r m i n a­
tio n  d a t e  is not e x t e n d e d  b e f o r e  J u n e  30, 1985, the b o a r d  
m u s t  c e a s e  its a c t i v i t i e s .  B e c a u s e  o f  the v a l u a b l e  e x a m i n a­
tio n  a n d  o v e r s i g h t  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  P h a r macy, I 
b e l i e v e  the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  w o u l d  b e  b e s t  s e r v e d  by c o n t i n u­
ing the e x i s t e n c e  o f  the board.

The a t t a c h e d  b ill, t h e r e f o r e ,  a m e n d s  A S  0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0 ( c ) ( 4 )  to 
e x t e n d  the life o f  t h e  b o a r d  u n t i l  J u n e  30, 1988.

L a s t  s ession, I v e t o e d  C S H B  7 1 6 (L&C), w h i c h ,  in part, w o u l d  
a l s o  h a v e  e x t e n d e d  t h e  b o a r d ' s  t e r m i n a t i o n  date u n t i l  Ju n e  
30, 1988. T h a t  b ill, h o w e v e r ,  c o n t a i n e d  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s
th a t  I felt w e r e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  u n d e s i r a b l e .  I n o t e d  in 
m y  v e t o  m e s s a g e  t h a t  the l e g i s l a t u r e  c o u l d  still a c c o m p l i s h  
e x t e n s i o n  o f  the b o a r d  b e f o r e  Ju n e  30, 1985.

I u r g e  y o u r  p r o m p t  a c t i o n  on t h i s  bill.

S i n c e r e l y ,

B i l l  S h e f f i e l d  
G o v e r n o r
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CSHB 685(Loan3)

and the Alaska renewable resources in 
vescme nc  fund; and providing for an 
effec cl ve dace.)

C h apc er  161. SLA 1984

CSHB 716(L&C)

The following leccer daced July 6. 1984, was received

Re: CSHB 716(L&C)
(An Acc relacing co che 
Board of  Pharaacy)

"Dear Mr. Speaker:

Under che aucho rle y granced in are. II, sec. 15 of Che 
Alaska Conscicuclon, 1 have vecoed Comoiccee Substicuce for 
House 3111 No. 716 ( L& C ), concerning che Board of Pharmacy.

This bill would have auchorlzed che Board of Pharmacy co 
hire 1cs own executive secrecary. This would have been an 
undesirable deparcure froD che consolldacion and uniformlcy 
of che occupacional licensing sysceo under AS 08.01. Ic 
would have sec a discurblng precedenc for ocher boards in 
securing auconooous scaff, ouCslde of Che division of 
o c c u p a d o n a l  licensing in Che Deparcaenc of Coamerce and 
Economic D e v e l o p m e n t

A n o c h e r  i a p o r c a n c  r e a s o n  f o r  my v e c o  i s  ChaC che l e g i s l a c u r e  
f a i l e d  co a p p r o p r i a c e  an y  money co f u n d  che f i s c a l  r e q u i r e -  
mencs o f  c h l s  p o s i c i o n  w h i c h  was e s c lm a c e d  b y  che d e p a r c -  
menc i n  a f i s c a l  noce co be 5135,000 C h is  y e a r .

Racher chan allow chls unfunded and admlniscraclvely flawed 
bill co become law. I have dlrecced che Deparcmenc of 
Commerce and Economic Developmenc and Che Deparcmenc of Law 
co review mechods of bercer and more quickly i m p l e m e n d n g  
AS 17.30 conce rni ng  concrolled subsCances. Thac chapcer, 
which was enacced in 1982. gave che 3oard of Pharmacy some 
new powers and d u d e s  which have noc been fully Implemenced. 
even chough chey largely overlap che boa.H's c o n d n u l n g  
powers and d u d e s  under AS 08.80.

I  b e l i e v e  ChaC Chere a r e  o c h e r  b e c c e r  ways Co i a p l e m e n c  che 
c o n c r o l l e d  s u b s c a n c e s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w l c h o u c  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  d l s -  
r u p d n g  che s c r u c c u r e  o f  che o c c u p a d o n a l  l i c e n s i n g  s y s c e o .
I  am c o n f i d e n c  c h a :  che r e v i e w  I  ha v e  d i r e c c e d  w i l l  p ro d u c e  
r e c o m m e n d a t io n . ,  f o r  a l c e r n a c l v e s  Chac ca n be a c c o m p l i s h e d  
by che end o f  che n e x c  budgec c y c l e ,  i f  che l e g i s l a c u r e  
w i l l  f u n d  chem.

Meanwhile even chough chls vecoed bill included a provision 
Co excend che board's cermlnaclon dace from June 30, 1984 
co June 30, 1988, under AS 08.03.020(a), Che board will
c o n d n u e  u nti l June 30. 1985. Before thac dace che nexc
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session of che legislacure can extend che board without 
granting 1c che power to hire an execuclve secrecary.

Sincerely,

/ 3/

3111 Sheffield 
Governor"
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PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THE REPORT

PURPOSE

In a c c ordance w i t h  the intent of Titles 24 and 44 of the 
Alaska Statutes (sunset l e g i s l a t i o n ) , we  ha v e  rev i e w e d  the 
activities of the Boa: of P h armacy for the past three f i s­
cal years. Our e x a m i n a t i o n  was condu c t e d  to determine if 
the Board has b e e n  operating in an efficient and effective 
m a n n e r .

Le g i s l a t i v e  intent requires co n s i d e r a t i o n  of this report 
during l egislative oversight h earings to determine w h e ther 
the Board of Pha r m a c y  should be reestablished. The law now 
specifies that the Board wi l l  terminate June 30, 1984, and 
have one year from that date to conclude its affairs.

SCOPE

The m a jor areas of our examin a t i o n  were the licensing, e x­
amination, administration, complaint, and affirmative action 
functions of the Board. W e  reviewed and evaluated the f o l­
lowing :

1. A p p l i c a b l e  statutes and regulations.

2. Interviews w i t h  the license examiners.

3. Tests of files and documents of licensees.

4. Complaints filed with the D i v i s i o n  of Occupational L i­
censing, H u m a n  Rights Commission, Equal Employment 
O p p o r t u n i t y  Office, A t t o r n e y  General's Office, and the 
O m b u d s m a n  Office.

5. D iscussions w i t h  B o ard members.

6. Minutes of Board meetings and D i v i s i o n  correspondence
files.

7. A t t o r n e y  General Opinions a p p licable to professional  
b o a r d s .
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ORGA N I Z A T I O N  AND FUNCTION

The B o ard of P h armacy is a r e g u l a t o r y  board w i t h  seven m e m­
bers; two public members having no direct financial interest 
in the h e a l t h  care industry, and five professional members 
w i t h  three years practical e x p erience and licensed in Alaska. 
W h e n e v e r  possible, each judicial district should be r e p r e­
sented b y  a B oard member.

The Board regulates five types of licenses; pharmacists, 
retail pharmacies, whole s a l e  pharmacies, ho s p i t a l  pharmacies 
and drug rooms. The Board sets the m i n i m u m  standards .to 
practice in Al a s k a  by:

1. Examining and issuing licenses to q u a l i f i e d  applicants.

2. Establishing, amending, or elimin a t i n g  regulations c o n­
trolling p h armacy practices.

3. Revoking, annulling or suspending licenses in a c c o r­
dance w i c h  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Procedures Act w h e n  a 
p erson has v i o l a t e d  p h armacy statutes or regulitions.

A p p licants for r e g i stration as a p h a rmacist are r e quired to 
pass the National Assoc i a t i o n  of the Boards of Pharmacy L i­
censing E x a m i n a t i o n  ( N A B P L E X ) , and a j u r i s p r u d e n c e  exam 
covering A l a s k a  p harmacy law and the Federal Con t r o l l e d  S u b­
stance Act.

P harmacists licensed to practice in another state who apply 
for licensure in Alaska, can be l icensed by credentials, 
except for those applicants from Cal i f o r n i a  or Louisiana. 
These two states require applicants to pass a state exam, 
not the na t i o n a l  exam. Consequently, these applicants must 
take the n ational exam when applying in Alaska.

The Board m a y  also issue temporary or emergency permits. 
T e m p o r a r y  permits allow qualified applicants to practice 
until the Board can formally license them; emergency permits 
allow pharmacists licensed in another state co practice in 
Al a s k a  in an emergency. Both permits are limited in their 
duration and application.
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REPORT CONCLUSION

P olicy Issues

This report contains policy issues r a i s e d  as a result of our 
eva l u a t i o n  of various Board practices. The final policy 
decisions affecting these practices are not w i t h i n  the scope 
of this re p o r t  but require legislative consideration. In 
debating these issues, the oversight committees should take 
into c o n s i d e r a t i o n  the findings and recommendations p r e s e n t­
ed in this report so the potential impact of policy changes 
can be evaluated.

Report Con c l u s i o n

In our opinion, the Board of P h armacy should be r e e s t a b­
lished. The regulation and licensing of quali f i e d  p r o f e s­
sionals is n e c e s s a r y  to protect the public's health, safety, 
and welfare. The Board provides this service by e s t a b l i s h­
ing m i n i m u m  educational and experience requirements that 
provide r e a s onable assurance that persons licensed are q u a l­
ified. Also, assurances that those licensed act in a c o m p e­
tent m a n n e r  is p r o v i d e d  by active invest i g a t i o n  of c o m­
plaints and rev o c a t i o n  or suspension of licenses w here a p­
propriate.

However, the following findings describe areas w h e r e  w e a k­
nesses or conflicts exist. We have made recommendations 
which, if implemented, will improve the efficiency and e f­
fectiveness of the Board.
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