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1 IN THE SENATE BY KERTTULA AND V. FISCHER

2 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 28

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 Proposing amendments to the C o n s titu t io n

o f the S ta te o f A laska r e la t in g  to the

7 A laska permanent fund .

3 BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section I .  A r t ic le  IX , sec . 15, C o n s t itu t io n  o f the State o f A laska ,

is  amended to read:

11 SECTION 15. ALASKA PERMANENT FUND. A.t le a s t tw e n ty - f iv e  percent

12 o f a l l  m inera l lease r e n ta ls , r o y a lt ie s , ro y a lty  sa le proceeds, fe d e r­

a l m ine ra l revenue sha ring payments and bonuses rece ived by the State 

s h a ll be placed in  a permanent fund , the p r in c ip a l o f which s h a ll be 

used only fo r those income-producing investments s p e c i f ic a l ly  des­

ignated by law as e l ig ib le  fo r permanent fund in vestm en ts . F i f  ty

percent o f the [ALL] income from the permanent fund s h a ll be deposited 

in  the genera l fund un less o the rw ise provided by law . F i f t y  percent of 

the income from the permanent fund s h a ll be re ta ined in  the permanent

9

10

13

14

15

16

17

18 

19

20 fund .
21 * Sec. 2. A r t ic le  XV, C o n s t itu t io n  o f the State of A laska , is  amended

22 by adding a new sec tio n to read:

23 SECTION 29. UNDISTRIBUTED INCOME ACCOUNT. On Ju ly 1, 1987, a l l

assets o f the u n d is tr ib u te d  income account e s tab lished in  AS 37.13.145 

s h a ll be added to tho p r in c ip a l o f the A laska permanent fund .

* Sec. 3. These amendments take e f fe c t Ju ly  1, 1987.

* Sec. 4. The amendments proposed by th is  re so lu t io n  s h a ll be placed

before the vo te rs o f the s ta te  at the next genera l e le c t io n  in  confo rm ity 

w ith  a r t . X I I I ,  sec. 1, C o n s t itu t io n  o f the State o f A laska , and the
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SENATE JOINT RESO.L,. NO. M . . . .  

By KERTTULA,. .V,. .FISHCER.............

Proposing amendments to the 
C ons t i tu t io n  of the S&ate of 
Alaska r e la t i n g  to the Alaska 
permanent fund.
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Signed by Speaker 
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S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S  O F  S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  28

Proposing amendments to the C on s t i t u t io n  of the State of 
Alaska r e l a t i n g  to  the Alaska permanent fund

Sect ion 1
Would amend A r t i c l e  9, Sect ion 15 of the Alaska 
C o n s t i t u t io n  by r e q u i r i n g  tha t  50% of the income of the 
Permanent Fund go in t o  the genera l fund fo r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  as 
d iv idends and the remain ing 50% be re ta in ed  i n  the 
Permanent Fund.
Sect ion 2
A r t i c l e  15 of the C o n s t i t u t io n  i s  amended by adding a new 
sec t io n  which s t i p u la t e s  the fo l low ing :  A l l  assets of the
Und is t r ib u ted  Income Account are to be depos ited in t o  the 
Permanent Fund e f f e c t i v e  Ju ly  1, 1987.,
Sect ion 3
These amendments to the C on s t i t u t io n  take e f f e c t  on Ju ly  1, 
1987.
Sect ion 4
These proposed amendments s h a l l  be voted on by the people 
of Alaska a t the next genera l e l e c t io n .

CTwyg-™ OTWriBU*'"**— ■ — 1
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TTCOIl
L E G I S L A T I V E  A F F A I R S  A C - E N C V

POUCHY STAtECAPiTCl 
JUNCAU ALASKA 5581 1 

W-A65-J8CO

M E M O R A N D U M M a r c h  10, 1986

SUBJECT: A pp ro p ria tio n  o f money from the
permanent fund

TO: Senator R ichard E lia so n

FROM: Tamara Brandt Cook / X U

D ire c to r ' 1̂
D iv is io n  o f Lega l Serv ice

You have asked whether the le g is la tu re  may appropria te money 
from the p r in c ip a l o f the permanent fund i f  the money rep re ­
sents deposits made to the fund in  excess o f the amount 
requ ired under the c o n s t itu t io n . The permanent fund is  
dea lt w ith  in  A r t ic le  IX , Section 15 o f the C o n s titu t io n  of 
the State o f A laska as fo llo w s :

At le a s t tw e n ty - f iv e  percent o f a l l  m ine ra l lease 
r e n ta ls , r o y a lt ie s , ro y a lty  sa le proceeds, fede ra l 
m ine ra l revenue sharing payments and bonuses received 
by the State s h a ll be placed in  a permanent fund, the 
p r in c ip a l o f which s h a ll be used on lv fo r those income- 
producing investments sp e c if ic a lly ~ d e s ig n a te d  by law as 
e l ig ib le  fo r permanent fund in vestm en ts . A l l  income 
from the permanent fund s h a ll be deposited in  the gen­
e ra l fund un less o therw ise provided by law . (Emphasis
I 3 H I H ) -----

The question you have posed has never been considered by the 
Supreme Court. N eve rthe le ss , the language o f the co n s t itu ­
t io n a l p ro v is io n  is  so c le a r I  fe e l c e rta in  tha t the court, 
i f  faced w ith  the question , would hold tha t the le g is la tu re  
lacks the power to app ropria te from the p r in c ip a l o f the 
permanent fund rega rd less o f whether the money being appro­
p r ia ted  was from deposits in  excess o f the amount requ ired .

The c o n s t itu t io n a l p ro v is io n  mandates tha t tw e n ty - f iv e  pe r­
cent o f the money de rived from c e r ta in  sources be placed in 
the permanent fund, but i t  also provides fo r the p o s s ib i l i t y  
tha t the le g is la tu re  could choose to put a d d it io n a l money



S e n a t o r  R i c h a r d  E l i a s o n
P a g e  2
M a r c h  10, 1986

in to  the fund by modify ing the language conta in ing the 
deposit requirement w ith  the words "a t le a s t " . The pro ­
v is io n  then goes on to s p e c if ic a l ly  s ta te  tha t the p r in c ip a l 
be used only fo r investm ents , w ithou t enunc ia ting any 
d is t in c t io n  based on the source o f the money tha t comprises 
the p r in c ip a l . Under the s t r ic t  terms o f Section 15, only 
the income o f the permanent fund may be deposited in  the 
genera l fund fo r po ss ib le  app rop ria tio n by the le g is la tu r e . 
There fo re , the le g is la tu re  is  powerless to appropria te from 
the p r in c ip a l o f the fund un less the terms o f Section 15 are 
re la xed through the adoption o f a c o n s t itu t io n a l amendment 
by the v o te rs .

TBC:mkr 
m3/1 A3



BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

OFFICE OF TH E A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L

March o, 1986

Honorable Dick E l iason 
Alaska State Leg is la tu re  
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Re: I r r e t r i e v a b i l i t y  of money appro­
p r ia ted  to the permanent fund

Dear Senator E l iason:
You have requested cur adv ice i f  money appropriated to 

the p r i n c ip a l  of the A.laska permanent fund (Alaska Const, a r t .
IX, sec. 15) may be withdrawn. We have issued an op in ion  on th is  
top ic  in  1977. See 1977 In f .  Gp. A tt 'y  Gen. (Aug. 31; 66-3-70- 
0106). We have reviewed the conclus ions set out in  the 1977 
op in ion  and rea f f irm  them. We hope th is  memo answers your ques­
t io n ,  and apologise for any inconvenience caused by the delay in  
answering your quest ion.

S incere ly  yours,

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A W

REPLY TO:

□ 1031 W  Jlh A VENUE 
SUITE 200
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501 
PHONE: (907) 276-3550

□  /Jf NATIONAL CENTER 
100 CUSHMAN ST.
SUITE 300
FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701 
PHONE: (907) 352-1568

{SLOUCH K ■ STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
PHONE: (907) 365-3600

HAROLD K. BROWN 
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Jr/fies L. Baldwin 
Ass istant Attorney General

JLB/pjg
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A u g u s t  31, 1977

C
(

Hon. C lark Gruening 
Chairman
House Spe c ia l  Committee on 

the Permanent Fund 
523 West F i f t h ,  Su i te  270 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Re: Permanent fund, i r r e t r i e v a b i l i t y
of money appropr iated to; 
our f i l e  J-56-105-73

Dear Representat ive Gruening:
You have asked whether money appropr ia ted to the 

permanent fund i n  excess of the amount requ ired  by the 
c o n s t i t u t io n  i s  i r r e t r i e v a b l e .

Sect ion  15 of a r t i c l e  IX  of the Alaska C o n s t i t u t io n ,  
as added by the 1976 amendment to the c o n s t i t u t io n ,  reads as 
fo l lows (emphasis added):

At le a s t  twenty-five per cent of a l l  
m ine ra l lease  r e n ta ls ,  r o y a l t i e s ,  
ro ya l ty  sa le  proceeds, fede ra l m in e ra l  
revenue shar ing payments and bonuses 
rece ived  by the State s h a l l  be p laced 
i n  a permanent fund , the p r i n c i p a l  o f  
which s h a l l  be used on ly  for those 
income-producing investments s p e c i f i-  
c a l i y  des ignated by law as e l i g i b l e  for 
permanent fund investments . A l l  income 
from the permanent fund s h a l l  be depos ited 
i n  the genera l fund un less otherw ise 
prov ided by law.

Your quest ion r e a l l y  i s  whether the l im i t i n g  language of 
sec t ion  15 app l ie s  not on ly  to the mandatory 25 percent of 
m inera l revenues p laced i n  the permanent fund but a lso  to 
any a d d i t i o n a l  money p laced in  the fund.

Ue b e l i e v e  tha t  the answer i s  yes.
L
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:ion. C l a r k  G r u e n i n g
A u g u s t  31, 1977
P a g e  2

The language of the amendment p ro v id in g  for the
permanent fund i s  c l e a r  enough.
fund. At le a s t  25 percent of the

?nore i s  to 
enumerated

be a permanent 
m in e ra l  revenues 

are to be p laced i n  i t .  The use of the words "(a]t least" 
c l e a r l y  contemplates tha t  a d d i t i o n a l  monies may w e l l  be 
p laced i n  the fund. Once there , they form the fund's p r i n c i ­
p a l .  That p r i n c i p a l  " s h a l l  be used only" for income-producing 
investments. Hence, on i t s  face , v/hat becomes a par t  o f  the 
p r i n c i p a l  may no longer be withdrawn for another purpose.
Only the income from investments of the p r i n c i p a l  i s  a v a i l a b le .

I t  i s  a u n iv e r s a l  p r i n c i p l e  tha t  the l e g is l a t u r e ' s  
law-making power i s  p lenary except as l im i t e d  by the state 
or fede ra l  c o n s t i t u t io n s .  I n  order to ho ld th a t  the l e g i s l a ­
ture may not appropr ia te  a d d i t i o n a l  monies to the permanent 
fund and a lso  prov ide  fo r  t h e i r  subsequent w ithdrawa l ,  the 
courts must f i n d  an express or im p l i e d  p r o h ib i t i o n  aga inst 
i t s  do ing so. F a c i a l l y ,  the c o n s t i t u t io n ' s  r e s t r i c t i o n  on 
the use of the fund's p r i n c i p a l  seems to c o n s t i t u t e  such an 
im p l ie d  r e s t r i c t i o n ,  i . e . , the p r i n c i p a l  may be invested but 
no th ing  e ls e ,  i n c lu d in g  a w ithdrawal , may be cone w ith  i t .

I t  cou ld be p o s s ib le ,  one might argue, for the 
l e g i s l a t u r e  to make approp r ia t ions  to the fund by law and 
spec ify  tha t  they are made on the cond it io n  tha t  the}' are 
intended to be r e t r i e v a b le  and are n u l l  and v o id  ab i n i t i o  
i f  ru le d  not to be. The problem i s  tha t  the courts would 
l i k e l y  r u le  tha t  the c o n d i t io n  i t s e l f  i s  so in c o n s is t e n t  
w ith  the p ro v is io n s  of s e c t io n  15 tha t  i t  i s  a b so lu te ly  
v o id ,  i . e . , that the l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  p ro h ib i t e d  from v/i th dr aw­
in g  from the p r i n c i p a l  both d i r e c t l y  and i n d i r e c t l y .

Or the l e g i s l a t u r e  cou ld appropr ia te to the fund 
and spec i fy  t h a t  the monies appropr ia ted are no t  to be con­
s idered a part o f the fund * s "p r in c ip a l"  i n  the sense of the 
c o n s t i t u t io n ,  i . e . , as monies a v a i l a b le  s o l e l y  for investment, 
but ra ther are to be considered as a temporary add i t io n  to 
the fund which i s  to be used fo r  investment bu t which s h a l l  
be accounted fo r  separa te ly  and may be withdrawn. Again, 
the problem i s  t h a t  the courts would l i k e l y  r u l e  tha t  such 
l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  so in c o n s is t e n t  w ith  the p ro v is io n s  of sec t ion  
15 tha t i t  i s  v o id .  E i t h e r  there i s  a permanent fund or 
there i s  not .

Ue are dea l in g  here w ith  a pecul iar-—perhaps 
un ique—quas i- trust . Un l ike  most t ru s ts ,  the p r i n c i p a l  may 
not be reached whatever, e i t h e r  now or i n  the future'. No 
one has a future r i g h t  to the p r i n c i p a l .  In s tead ,  the 
p r i n c i p a l  i s  to be inves ted  i n  pe rpe tu i ty  to produce income.



Only the income from investments nay be reached. Absent 
s t i l l  another c o n s t i t u t io n a l  amendment, we see no way around 
t h i s  r e s u l t .  A permanent fund was in tended , and a permanent 
fund appears to have been ach ieved .

A ccord ing ly , we doubt very much tha t  any money 
appropr ia ted to the permanent fund may subsequently—w ithou t  
a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment—be withdrawn.

S in c e r e ly  yours ,
AVRUM M. GROSS
ATT0BM3Y GENERAL

3 v :

Rodger W. Peguss 
Ass is tan t  Attorney Genera l

RUPrcho

C
c



I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 1 3 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

1 IN THE SE NA TE BY K E R T T U L A  A N D  V. FISCHER

2 SENATE JO IN T RE SO LUT ION NO. 28

3 IN TH E LE G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 FO UR TEE NTH L E GI SLA TUR E - SECOND SESSION

5 P r op osi ng amendments to the Cons tit uti on

6 of the State of A l a s k a  rela tin g to the

7 A l a s k a  pe rm ane nt fund.

8 BE IT RESO LVE D BY TH E LE GI SLA TUR E OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 *  Se ction 1. Ar ticle IX, sec. 13, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of Alaska,

10 is amended to read:

11 SE CTION 15. AL AS KA PE RM ANE NT FUND. At least twenty-five percent

12 of all mi neral lease rentals, royalties, royalty sale proceeds, feder-

13 al m i ne ral revenue sharing paym ent s and bonuses received by the State

14 shall be pl ac ed in a pe rm ane nt fund, the pr in cip al of wh ic h shall be

15 used only for those i n c o me- pro du cin g investments sp ec ifi cal ly des-

16 ignated by law as eligible for p e rm ane nt fund investments. Fifty

17 percent of the [ALL] income from tiie permanent fund shall be de po sit ed

18 in the general fund unless ot he rwi se prov ide d by law. Fifty percent o f

'9 the income from the pe rm ane nt fund shall be retained in the permanent

20 f u n d .

21 * Sec. 2. Ar ticle XV, Co ns tit uti on of the State of Alaska, is amended

22 by adding a n e w  se ct ion to read:

23 SECTION 29. UN DI S T R I B U T E D  INCOME ACCOUNT. On  July 1, 1987, all

24 assets of the un di s t r i b u t e d  income ac count es ta bli she d in AS 37.13.145

25 shall be added to the pr in cip al of the Al as ka pe rm ane nt fund.

26 * Sec. 3. These amendments take effect July 1, 1987.

27 * Sec. 4. The amendments prop ose d by this re so lut ion shall be placed

28 before the vo te rs of the state at the next ge neral elec tio n in conformity

29 w i t h  art. XIII, sec. 1, C o n s tit uti on of the State of Alaska, and the
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FURTHER:

D a t e

M r. P re s id en t 

The Committee on FINANCE considered SCR 33

proposing an amendment to the Uniform Rules o f the A laska State 
L e g is la tu re  re la t in g  to schedu ling session work .

and (a m a jo r ity  c f the committee) (th e  committee) re po rts i t  back w ith  
the fo llo w in g  recommendations:

do pass
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rep lace w ith/ o r adopt CS fo r ___________________________________________
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Introduced: 2/14/86
Referred: Finance

IN  THE SENATE BY RODEY

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 33

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Proposing an amendment to the Uniform 

Rules o f the Alaska S ta te L e g is la tu re  

re la t in g  to schedu ling session v/ork.

BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section I .  The Uniform Rules o f the A laska State L e g is la tu re  arc 

amended by adding a new ru le  to read:

RULE 56. SESSION SCHEDULES. (a ) The fo llo w in g  schedule app lie s 

to cons ide ra tion o f the app rop ria t io n  b i l l  fo r the genera l opera ting 

budget and the c a p ita l budget:

le g is la t iv e  day.

(b ) An app rop ria t io n  b i l l  may not be transm itted  from the house

Rules a f te r  the 100th le g is la t iv e  day un less t ra n sm it ta l a f te r  tha t 

day is  approved by an a f f irm a t iv e  vote o f tw o -th ird s  o f the f u l l  

membership o f the house o f o r ig in .

(c ) No tw ithstand ing Rule 18 o f the Uniform Ru le s , an app rop ria ­

t io n  b i l l  may not be placed on the calendar before the second day 

a f te r  the day on which the b i l l  is  reported back from the finance 

committee.

(d) A jo in t  session o f the le g is la tu re  to consider con firm a tion 

o f appointees by the governor must be held by the 100th le g is la t iv e  

day.

(1) The house o f o r ig in  must calendar the b i l l  by the 90th

le g is la t iv e  day.

(2 ) The second house must calendar the b i l l  by the 100th

of o r ig in  o f the b i l l  to the o ther house under Rule 40 of the Uniform

- 1 - SCR 33
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Art .  I I ,  § 6 ,V' S Art II, § 8 C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  A l a s k a Art .  I I ,  § 8

in which the suprem e 
dopt on exception to the 
ng made in State v.

No. 1 7 2 4 ,1 7 2 5 ,1 72 6 , n"; 
565. 3764 , 2965, 3 0 0 2 ), ' A 
3). V '

on  to strike t c lo p h o n n '* ‘ 
•• —  Defendant in  brib - * ■■ 
waived hia m otion to '■ j  
ecord evidence based on 
y under the state conati- '  V 
.o raise the isaue at tho 

Hohman v. State, Ct, 'J'* 
File No. 6779), 669 P .2d * \

to v. M alkin. Ct. App, 
Vo. 7508), 678 P.2d 1356

y o f  Kenai v. K enai 
ipera. Inc., Sup. Ct. Op. 
s. 4954, 5433), 642 P.2d

'. v. Slate, Cl. App. Op. 
4646), 645 P.2d 1229 

State. Ct. App. Op. No. 
■i. 673 P.2d 904 (1983); Adp. Op. No. 371 (F ilo  
. 1358 0984).

;eoted at the General 
• ember, 1980.

‘ion o f E lections v. 
t- Op. No. 2704 (F ile  
59 P.2d 537 (1983).

n on t*—  This section 
sent* made or actions 
or that directly affect 
effijlaticn or the con- 
be submitted to the 
or n otth a  statem ents 
In public. State v.

■‘V/J

m

ba*i»orth. Ct. App. Op. No. 308 (File 
1543), 672 P.2d 148 (1983).

Protected activitlcM. — Two-pnrt tost 
■ lo determine whether activity is 

•Khrn the legitimate legislature Bphero 
tad thus within tho protection o f  this 
•Ktioa requires thu activity to (1) be nn 
M ffT il part o f the deliberative and com - 
Mwaicilive process by which mem bers 
(•rlidpile in committee and house pro- 
•sfdiofs and (2) address proposed legisla­
t e  or some other subject w ithin the 
Wftslsture's constitutional jurisdiction. 
BchulU v. Sundberg, 759 F.2d 714 (9th 
Clr. 1985).

Political activities o f  legislators, which 
fcsrlude attempts on behalf o f constituents 
Is Influence tho executive branch in carry- 
t*C out administrative responsibilities, 
U ,  prosecuting criminals, arc not privi- 
W»d; but legislative activities w bich  are 
j*rformed jn order to directly influence 
lb* snactment o f specific legislation aro 
jm ilegtd. Stale v. Dankworth, Ct. App. 
Op No. 308 (File No. 7543), 672 P.2d 148 
■ 19*3).

Sute senate president who ordered tho 
sltsndsnce of absent legislators to achicvo 
e quorum so that tho governor's nppoin- 
i*«« could be considered for confirm ation 
■ u  entitled to absolute legislative immu- 
uly because his action took place on the 
lloar of the senate, the business woa 
dearly legislative, and an action to com ­
pel attendance o f  other legislators at a 
Ugiilslive session is an integral legisla­
ture function. Schultz v. Sundberg, 759 
r  2d 714 (9th Cir. 1985).

Actions of Benate finance chairm an in 
acquiring property while prom oting its 
ule to the stole at o purchase price which 
would result in his receiving substantial 
profit* nnd in using his influence as a

legislator to aecurc nn appropriation for 
the purchn.io by tho stulo in tho govor- 
nor’n proposed budget were clearly legisla­
tive and therefore within the im m unity 
granted in this section. State v. 
Dankworth, Ct. App. Op. No. 308 (F ile 
No. 7643), 672 P.2d 148 (1983).

Im m un ity  fo r  n on p n rty  leg is la tors . 
—  A laska's im m unity clause applies to 
legislators not parties in an underlying 
action. The president o f  the senate, the 
presiding ofTiccr at jo in t sessions o f the 
legislature with the duty to call a jo in t 
session to order once convened by the 
governor and to preside over it, has a 
general duty to vote on the governor's 
appointees during a jo in t session and 
specific duties to perform as senate presi­
dent; and any conversations between the 
senate president and the governor may be 
seen as acts in preparation for perfor­
m ance o f these duties und os such are 
privileged. Kerttula v. Abood. Sup. Ct. 
Op. No. 2858 (File No. S-257), 686 P.2d 
1197(1984).

T e rm in a tio n  o f  leg is la tive  re ­
s e a r c h e r  in ad m in istra tive  net. —  T er­
m ination o f a legislative researcner for 
the legislative aifairs agency for express­
ing her econom ic and political views in an 
interview  in violation o f  a "public neutral­
ity requirem ent," an unwritten and in for­
mal understanding, for which she de­
clined a reprimand, and for refusing to 
abide by tho director's interpretation o f 
the public neutrality requirement in the 
future was an udm inistralive rather m an 
u legislative act. nnd was not within the 
scope o f legislutivo im munity. Slate v. 
Haley, Sup. Ct. Op. No. 2S60 (File Nos. 
6C04, 6608, 6609, 6610), 687 P.2d 305 
(1984).

Section 8. Regular Sessions. The legislature shall convene in 
regular session each year on the fourth Monday in January, but the 
month and day may be changed by law. The legislature shall adjourn 
from regular session no later than one hundred twenty consecutive 
calendar days from the date it convenes except that a regular session 
rosy be extended once for up to ten consecutive calendar days. An 
extension of tho regular session requires the affirmative vote of at 
least two-thirds of the membership of each house of the legislature. 
The legislature shall adopt as part of the uniform rules of procedure 
deadlines for scheduling session work not inconsistent with provisions 
controlling the length of the session.
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Art. II, § '6‘” ‘ s f Ait II, 5 8 Constitution o r  A laska Art. II, § 8

in which the suprem e 
dopt nn exception to tho 
ng mnde in State v. 
is. No. 1724, 1725, 17 2 6 ,' 
565, 3764, 2965, 3 0 0 2 ),' 
3).

:on to strike te le p h o n e
•. —  Defendant in brib - 
waived his m otion to 
ecord evidence based on  
y under the state consti- 
'o  raise the issue at the 

Hohman v. State, C t. ‘ 
File No. 6779), 669 P .2d

■o v. M alkin, Ct. A pp . 
Vo. 7508), 678 P.2d 1336

y o f  Kenai v. K enai 
ipers. Inc., Sup. Ct. O p. 
J. 4954, 5433). 642 P .2d

'. v. Slate, C l. App. O p. 
4846). 645 P.2d 1229 

State, Ct. App. Op. N o. 
'•), 673 P.2d 904 (1983); 

App. Op. No. 371 (F ilo  
: 1358(1984).

;ealed at the general 
• ember, 1980.

lion o f Elections v. 
L Op. No, 2704 (F ile  
i9 P.2d 637 (1983).

nenLs. —  This section 
aents made or actions 
or that directly affect 
sgulstian or the con- 
be submitted to tho 
or notihe ttotements 
in public. State v.

■ m

tWkworth, Ct. App. Op. No. 308 (F ile 
75431,67 2 P.2d 148(1983).

Protected activities. —  Tw o-part test 
- o -d  lo determine whether activity is 

■tthia the legitimate legislature sphero 
■•d thui within tho protection o f  this 
mtkm requires the uctivily to (1) bo on 
suejril part of the deliberative and com - 
xuuiKxlive process by w hich m em bers 
participate in committee and house pro- 
tW iD j! and (2) address proposed leg isla ­
t e  or tome other subject w ithin the 
k<ultture'* constitutional jurisdiction . 
Schultz v. Sundberg, 759 F.2d 714 (9th 
Dr. 1985).

Political activities o f  legislators, w hich 
toclude attempts on behalf o f  constituents 
I* influence the executive branch in ca rry - 
tat out administrative responsibilities, 
It., prosecuting crim inals, are not privi- 
Wtvd; but legislative activities which axe 
pwrformed in order to directly influence 
tht tmctment of specific legislation are 
pmiltgcd. Slate v. Dankworth, Ct. App. 
Op No. 308 (File No. 7543), 672 P.2d 148 
119*3).

Sute senate president w ho ordered tho 
tlUndtnce of absent legislators to achieve 
t quorum to that the governors  appoin­
t s  could be considered for confirm ation 
» u  entitled to absolute legislative im m u- 
oily because his action took place on the 
floor of the senate, the business was 
clearly legislative, and an action to com ­
pel attendance of other legislators at a 
L*i»l*live session is an integrul legisla­
tive function. Schultz v. Sundberg, 759 
F 2d 714 (9th Cir. 1985).

Action* of senate finance chairm an in 
acquiring property while prom oting its 
u lt  to the state at o  purchase price which 
•ould result in his receiving substantial 
profits end in using his influence us a

legislator to Becure an appropriation for 
tho purchase by tho stuto in tho gover­
nor's proposed budget were clearly legisla­
tive and therefore within the im m unity 
grunted in this section. State v. 
Dankworth, Ct. App. Op. No. 308 (File 
No. 7543). 672 P.2d 148 (1983).

Im m u n ity  fo r  n o n p a rty  leg is la tors . 
—  A laska's im m unity clause applies to 
legislators not parties in an underlying 
action. The president o f  the senate, the 
presiding officer at jo in t sessions o f  the 
legislature with the duty to call a join t 
session to order once convened by the 
governor and to preside over it, has a 
general duty to vote on the governor's 
appointees during a joint session and 
specific duties to perform as senate presi­
dent; and any conversations between the 
senate president and the governor may be 
seen as acta in preparation for perfor­
m ance o f  these duties and as such are 
p rh ileged . Kerttula v. Abood, Sup. Ct. 
Op. No. 2858 (File No. S-257), 6S6 P.2d 
1197(1984).

T e rm in a tion  o f  leg is la tive  re ­
s e a r c h e r  in ad m in istra tive  net- —  T er­
m ination o f  a legislative researcner for 
the legislative affairs agency for express­
ing her econom ic and political views in an 
interview  in violation o f  a "public neutral­
ity requirem ent,” an unwritten and in for­
mal understanding, for which she de­
clined a reprimand, und for refusing (o 
abide by tho director's interpretation o f 
the public neutrality requirement in the 
future was an adm inistrative ratner man 
a legislative act and was not within the 
scope o f  legislutivo immunity. Stale v. 
Haley, Sup. Ct. Op. No. 2660 (File Nos. 
6601. 6608, 6609. 6610), 687 P.2d 305 
(1934).

Section 8. Regular Sessions. The legislature shall convene in 
regular session each yeur on the fourth Monday in January, but the 
month and day may be changed by law. The legislature shall adjourn 
from regular session no later than one hundred twenty consecutive 
calendar days from the date ».oiivenea except that a regular session 
may be extended once for up to ten consecutive calendar days. An 
extension of tho regular session requires the affirmative vote of at 
least two-thirds of the membership of each house of the legislature. 
The legislature shall adopt a3 part of the uniform rules of procedure 
deadlines for scheduling session work not inconsistent with provisions 
controlling the length of the session.
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App l ies to both operat ing and c a p i t a l  
budget b i l l s .

Must be reported out of the Finance 
Committee of the House of O r ig in  by 
the 80th L e g is la t i v e  Day.

Must ca lendar i n  second read ing by 
the 82nd day.

Act ion on b i l l ( s )  must be completed 
and sent to  the Second House by the 
85th day.
B i l l ( s )  must be reported out of the 
Finance Committee of the .Second 
House by the 90th day.
Second House must ca lendar i n  second 
read ing by the 92nd day.
Act ion on b i l l ( s )  must be completed 
and transm it ted back to House of 
O r ig in  by the 95th day.
No S im i la r  Requirement

No S im i la r  Requirement

House of O r ig in  must concur or refuse 
to concur and n o t i f y  Second House by 
the 96th day.
Second House must recede or f a i l  to 
recede by the 97th day.
I f  a Conference Committee has to be 
appointed, i t  must occur w i t h in  one 
day of the Second House f a i l i n g  to 
recede from i t s  amendments.
The Conference Committee must report 
any agreement or f a i l u r e  to do so by 
the 112th day.

SCR 3 3

App l ies to both operat ing and c a p i t a l  
budget b i l l s .

No S im i la r  Requirement.

House of O r ig in  must ca lendar by the 
90th day.

No S im i l a r  Requirement.

No S im i la r  Requirement.

Second House must ca lendar by 
the 100th day.
No S im i la r  Requirement.

Appropr ia t ions b i l l ( s )  may not be 
t ransm it ted from the House of O r ig in  
the Second House a f te r  the 100th day 
except by a 2/3'rds vote .
Appropr ia t ions b i l l ( s )  may not be 
p laced on the ca lendar u n t i l  2 days 
a f t e r  a c t io n  by the Finance Committee
No S im i l a r  Requirement.

No S im i l a r  Requirement. 

No S im i l a r  Requirement.

No S im i l a r  Requirement.



The request fo r l im ite d  powers of 
Free Conference must be granted 
w ith in  one day o f the request.

T h is  Free Conference Committee w ith  
l im ite d  powers has 3 days in  which to 
reach agreement or re po rt th a t they 
cannot reach agreement.

I f  the Conference Committee f a i l s  to 
f a i l s  to  reach an agreement, a Free 
Conference Committee must be appointed 
w ith in  one day o f the re p o rt .

T h is  Free Conference Committee has two 
days in  wh ich to  reach agreement or 
re po rt th a t i t  cannot reach agreement.

Each le g is la t i v e  body has one day to 
vo te on a Conference Committee 
or Free Conference Committee Repo rt.

J o in t Con firm a tion Session s h a ll not 
be he ld  e a r l ie r  than the 100th day 
or la t e r  than the 120th day.

No Similar Requirement.

No S im ila r Requirement.

No S im ila r Requirement.

No S im ila r  Requirement.

No S im ila r  Requirement.

J o in t Con firm ation Session must be 
he ld by the 100th day.



I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 4 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

1 IN THE SENATE BY RODEY

2 SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 33

3 IN THE LE GI SLA TUR E OF THE STATE OF AL AS KA

4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLA TUR E - SECOND SESSION

5 Pr op osi ng an amendment to the U n if orm

6 Rules of the A l a s k a  State Legisla tur e

7 relating to sc he dul ing se ssion work.

8 BE IT RESO LVE D BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 *  Se ction 1. The Un if orm Rules of the Al as ka State Le gi sla tur e are

10 amended by adding a new rule to read:

11 RULE 56. SESSION SCHEDULES. (a) The following schedule applies

12 to co ns ideration of the appropriation bill for the general operating

13 budget and the capital budget:

14 (1) The house of origin must calendar the bill by the 90th

15 legislative day.

16 (2) The second house must calendar the bill by the 100th

17 legislative day.

18 (b) An  appropriation bill may not be transmitted from the house

19 of origin of the bill to the other house un de r Rule 40 of the Un if orm

20 Rules after the 100th legislative day unless transmittal aftei- that

21 day is approved by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the full

22 me mb ers hip of the house of origin.

23 (c) Notwithstanding Rule 18 of the Un if orm Rules, an appropria-

24 tion bill may not be placed on the calendar before the second day

25 after the day on which the bill is reported back from the finance

26 committee.

27 (d) A joint session of the legislature to consider confirmation

28 of appointees by the gove rno r must be held by the 100th legislative

29 day.

- 1 - S C R  33



COMMITTEE REPORT
SENATE

FURTHER:

1 / 2 0 / 8 6

Date

M r. P re s id en t 

The Committee on FINANCE considered SJR 32
equesting the Government o f the United Sta tes to re a sse rt ju r is d ic t io n  over 
range l Is la n d , Herald Is la n d , H en r ie tta  Is la n d , Jeannette Is la n d , and Bennett 
sland together w ith  the surrounding outer co n tin e n ta l s h e lf w ith in  the American 
a te rs o f the Chukchi & East S ib e r ia n  Seas & to pay the S t . o f Ak compensation .fo r 
amages from th e ir  lo ss

and repo rts i t  back as fo llo w s :
[ ] do pass

[ ] do pass w ith  attached amendment(s)

[ ] 

[ ] 

[ ]

[ 1 

1 1

rep lace w ith/ o r adopt CS fo r 
new t i t l e
same t i t l e  and recommends

and attached a "LETTER OF INTENT" 

re po rts i t  back w ith o u t recommendation 

recommends r e fe r r a l to

MEMBERS SIGHING 
DO PASS

[*T'NEU FISCAL NOTE
i P ' - T A C

Committee

MEMBERS HAVING 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

C # "  Chairman

Chairman recommendation
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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 2 0 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

#

BY P. FISCHER, F E RG USO N
1 IN THE SENATE AN D DE VRIES

2 SENATE JO IN T RESO LUT ION NO. 32

3 IN THE L E GI SLA TUR E OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 FO UR TEE NTH LE G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

5 R e q u e s t i n g  the Government of the Un it ed

6 States to reassert j u r i s d i c t i o n  over

7 Wrangel Island, He ra ld Island, H e nr iet ta

8 Island, Je an net te Island, and Bennett

9 Island together w i th the s u rr oun din g

10 ou te r continental shelf w i t h i n  the

11 A m e r i c a n  waters of the Ch ukchi Sea and

12 the East Sibe ria n Seas and to pay the

13 State of Al as ka comp ens ati on for da mages

14 from their loss.

15 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E STATE OF ALASKA:

16 WHEREAS Alas kan s and other Am er ica ns remain ju st ifi abl y grateful for

17 the fortitude shown by Ca pt ain Thomas Long and the crew of the w h a l i n g  bark

18 Nile from Ne w London, Connecticut who, on August 14, 1367, were the first

19 to co nfirm the existence of a 1,740 square mile island in the Chukchi Sea;

20 and

21 WHEREAS Wr angel Island, named by Ca pt ain Long after the former gover-

22 nor of Ru ss ian Al as ka Ba ro n Ferdinand Pe tr ovi ch v o n  Wrangel, is located

23 some 270 miles northwest of Cape Lisburne, Al as ka and is larger than the

24 State of Rhode Island; and

25 WHEREAS Ca pt ain Long was the first to sight and to describe Wrangel

26 Island, the first reco rde d landing on the island o c cu rre d August 12, 1881.

27 when Ca ptain Ca lv in L. Hooper, co mm and er of the Be ri ng Sea Patrol, a divi-

28 sion of the U.S. Treasury Department and as such, the de facto g o ve rno r of

29 Alaska, landed at Clark Ri v e r  on the e a st ern coast of Wr angel Island and,

-1- S J R  32



with his fellow officers and J o hn M u i r  (who later founded the Si er ra Club' 

raised the American flag and took po ss e s s i o n  of the island in the name o. 

the Un it ed States; and

WHEREAS Ca ptain H o o p e r  was t.igaged in a Cong res sio ua lly sp on sor ed

effort to rescue the J e a n n e t t e , a vessel en g a g e d  in A r c t i c  r e s e a r c h  that

was locked in ice floes and subsequently lost and therefore C a p t a i n  H o o p e r  

ha d the authority to claim Wr angel Island for the Un it ed States; and

WHERl \S Wrangel Island became a pax't of the U n it ed States by right of 

confirmed discovery and first p o s s e s s i o n  and, later, a permanent s e t t l e ­

ment ; and

WHEREAS Wrangel Island and its nearby satellite island He ra ld Island 

were placed by the U n it ed States Coast and Geodetic Service w i t h i n  the 

District and later Te rr ito ry and State of A l as ka in publ ica tio ns from 1900 

through 1977; and

WHEREAS the De Long Islands of Henrietta, Jeannette, and De nnett were 

first discovered in the East Siberian Sea, were claimed, and n a me d by U.S. 

Navy Commander George W. De L o n g  du ri ng his 1879 - 1881 ex pe dit ion into the 

Arctic who. with his crew, died when their ship, the J e a n n e t t e , was crushed

and sunk by ice floes; and

WHEREAS the first permanent settlement on Wr an gel Island oc c u r r e d  when 

the American ship Silver W a ve landed a pa rt y on the island on S e p t e m b e r  15, 

1921, and raised the Am e r i c a n  flag over the island under the d i r e c t i o n  of 

Ca ptain Jack Hammer; and

WHEREAS the party from the Silver Wave landed with provisions for only 

six months as they stated that they p l a n n e d  to sustain th em sel ves by h u n t ­

ing; and

WHEREAS the relief vessel in 1922 was b l o c k e d  by ice floes; and 

WHEREAS w h e n  the relief vessel D o n a l d s o n  ar rived on August 23, 1923,

the only survivor of the 1921 ex p e d i t i o n  was an Es ki mo seamstress n a m e d  Ada



1 "Blackjack" Johnson, who died just a few years ago in Alaska; and

2 WHEREAS a ne w party led by Charles Wells of Uniontown, P e n n syl van ia

3 continued settlement on Wr angel Island; and

4 WH EREAS on Ha y 13, 1924, Secretary of State Charles Evans Hu gh es

5 stated that the A m er ica n Lomen Brothers were the pr op rie tar y owners of

6 Wrangel Island; and

7 WHEREAS on August 20, 1924, an arinea party from the Soviet gunboat Re d

8 Oc tober landed on Wr angel Island, took Wells and the other Am er ica ns by

9 force, and told them that they were being returned to Alaska; and

10 WH EREAS n o tw ith sta nd ing their promises, they took the Am er ica ns to

11 Vl a d i v o s t o k  and confiscated the pelts that the Amer can ti'appers ha d accu-

12 mu la ted du ri ng the 12 bi tt er months on the island; and

13 WH EREAS the Americans who survived their ordeal in Vl a d i v o s t o k  were

14 released following the inte rve nti on of the Amer ica n consul at Harbin,

15 Ma nc hur ia but Chs*ies Wells and two residents of Al as ka died while de t a i n e d

16 by the Soviet g o v e r n m e n t ; and

17 WH EREAS the residents of A l a s k a  wh o survived their ordeal in Soviet

18 Siberia were all from Go lovin Bay, A l a s k a  and they survived no tw i t h s t a n d i n g

19 the severe physical and emotional tr au ma resulting from the assault, kid-

20 napping, false imprisonment, theft of property together with other vio-

21 lations of A m er ica n and Alaska law by the agents of the Soviet regime; and

22 U'HEREAS after seising Wr angel Island, the Soviet go ve rnm ent p r oc eed ed

23 to seize more Am e r i c a n  soil by o c cu pyi ng the nearby and defenseless He ra ld

24 Island; and

25 WH EREAS the Soviet government su bs equ ent ly asserted a spurious claim

26 to the Amer ica n De Long Islands of Henrietta, Jeannette, and Bennett; and

27 W'HEREAS these illegal acts by the Soviet go ve rnm ent interrupted 57

28 years of peac efu l use of these islands by A m e r i c a n  seamen, herders, and

29 hunters; and
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1 WH EREAS the Soviet oc c u p a t i o n  of what they l'efer to as O s t r o v a  De Long

2 is an affront to all Americans, is an insult to the m e m o r y  of their brave

3 discoverer, and a source of em ba rrassment to the U n it ed States Navy, wh ic h

4 memo ria liz es his memory at the Naval A c a d e m y  in Annapolis; and

3 V/HEREAS the soil of all five of these A m e r i c a n  islands and their

6 s u rr oun din g continental shelf has been held by m i l i t a r y  force in contra-

7 v e n t i o n  of international lav? and by conduct that is cont rar y to what is

8 re co gni sed as pr op er by civilised nations; and

9 WH EREAS the Soviet go ve rnm ent has t y pi fie d its un ci vil ise d conduct by

10 es ta bli shi ng forced labor camps on Wr an gel Is la nd as r e po rte d in testimony

11 before the U.S. Senate Ju di cia ry Co mm itt ee in Ja nuary 1973; and

12 WH EREAS it has been reported that Wr angel Island was the last k n ow n

13 place of imprisonment of Raoul Wallenberg, the Sw edish Consul in Budapest,

14 Hu n g a r y  at the end of World War II wh o was ax'rested by Soviet forces and

15 who was responsible for saving the lives of thousands of Eu r o p e a n  Jews from

16 the Nazi Holocaust; and

17 WH EREAS this conduct on Am e r i c a n  soil has co nt inu ed in defi anc e of

18 A m e r i c a n  law as well as in defiance of the in te rna tio na l rules of conduct

19 resulting from the N u re mbe rg w a r  crime trials after Wo rl d V/ar II; and

20 WH EREAS the cont inu ing trespass by the Soviet go ve rnm ent deprives the

21 State of A l a s k a  and its people of their fundamental right to use the

22 islands of Wrangel, Herald, Henrietta, Jeannette, and Be nnett together w i th

23 the su rr oun din g continental shelf and its v a lu abl e resources; and

24 WH EREAS unlike the governments of C a na da and Great Britain, the Un it ed

25 States has never su rrendered its claims of so ve rei gnt y over these islands;

26 and

27 WH EREAS the State of Al as ka does not be lieve that agreements be tween

28 the U n i t e d  States and the Soviet Union, w h e t h e r  they be secret or other-

29 wise, can affect Amer ica n claims to these islands un ti l they have been
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1 ratified by the Un it ed States Senate;

2 BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Le gi sla tur e that the Go ve rnm ent of

3 the Un it ed States assert and reassert A m e r i c a n  sovereignty over Wrangel

4 Island, He ra ld Island, and the De Long Islands of Henrietta, Jeannette, and

5 Bennett, their resources, and their te rritorial shelf in behalf of the

6 Am e r i c a n  people; and be it

7 FU RTHER RE S O L V E D  that the Go ve rnm ent of the Un it ed States m a ke satis-

8 factory co mp ens ati on and re st itu tio n to the State of Al as ka and its people

9 for the loss of this territory re su lti ng from the ne glect of the Un it ed

10 States Government to pr otect A m e r i c a n  lives and property w h e n  the lands

11 w e re seized in 1924; and be it

12 FU RTHER RESO LVE D that the State of A l a s k a  asserts and reasserts its

13 claim to Wrangel Island, He ra ld Island and the De Long Is lands of

14 Henrietta, Jeannette, and Bennett and their surroun din g continental shelf

15 as an integral part of the State of Al aska; and be it

16 FURTHER RESO LVE D the Go v e r n o r  of the State of Al as ka is re qu est ed to

17 initiate appropriate legal claims for relief before the U.S. Fo reign Claims

18 Settlement Commission, the U.S. Court of Claims or ot he r legal forums of

19 the U n i t e d  States as may be appropriate.

20 COPIES of this re so lut ion shall be sent to the Ho no rab le Ronald

21 Reagan, President of the United States; to the. H o no rab le Ge or ge P. Shultz,

22 Secretary of State; to the H o no rab le G e or ge Bush, Vi ce -Pr esi de nt of the

23 Un it ed States and President of the U.S. Senate; the H o no rab le Th om as P.

24 O'Neill, Jr., Sp eaker of the U.S. Ho us e of Representatives; and to the

25 Ho no rab le Ted Stevens and the H o n o r a b l e  F r an k Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and

26 the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Re pr ese nta ti ve, me mbers of the Al as ka delega-

27 tion in Congress.
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I n t r o d u c e d :
F e f e r r e d :

1/20/86
F i n a n c e

1 IN THE SENATE

2

BY P. FISCHER, FERGUSON 

A N D  DE VRIES

SENATE JOINT RE SO LUT ION NO. 32

3 IN THE L E GI SLA TUR E OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 FO U R T E E N T H  L E GI SLA TUR E - SE CO ND SESSION

5 R e q u e s t i n g  the Go ve rnm ent of the Un it ed

6 States to reassert j u r i s d i c t i o n  over

7 Wr a n g e l  Island, H e ra ld Island, H e nr iet ta

8 Island, Je an net te Island, and Bennett

9 Is la nd together w i t h  the su rr oun din g

10 outer continental shelf w i t h i n  the

11 A m e r i c a n  wa te rs of the Ch ukchi Sea and

12 the East Sibe ria n Seas and to pay the

13 State of A l a s k a  c o m p ens ati on for damages

14 from their loss.

15 BE  IT R E S O L V E D  BY TH E LE GI SLA TUR E OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

16 WH ER EAS Al a s k a n s  and other Am er ica ns r e m a i n  j u st ifi abl y grateful for

17 the fortitude sh ow n by Ca pt ain Thomas L o ng and the crew of the w h al ing bark

18 Nile from New London, Connecticut who, on August 14, 1867, were the first

19 to co nfirm the ex is ten ce of a 1,740 square mile is la nd in the Chukchi Sea;

20 and

21 WH EREAS Wr angel Island, named by C a pt ain L o ng after the former gover-

22 no r of R u ss ian A l a s k a  Ba ro n Fe rd ina nd P e tr ovi ch vo n Wrangel, is located

23 some 270 miles northwest of Cape Lisburne, Al as ka and is larger than the

24 State of Rhode Island; and

25 V/HEREAS C a p t a i n  Long was the first to sight and to desc rib e Wrangel

26 Island, the first r e co rde d landing on the island occurred August 12, 1881

27 w h e n  C a pt ain C a lv in L. Hooper, commander of the B e r i n g  Sea Patrol, a divi-

28 sion of the U.S. Tr e a s u r y  Department and as such, the de facto gove rno r of

29 Alaska, landed at C l ar k Ri ve r on the ea st ern coast of Wr angel Island and,

1 - S J R  32



1 w i th his fellow officers and John M u ir (who later fo unded the Si er ra Club)

2 raised the Am e r i c a n  flag and took po ss ess ion of the island in the name of

3 the U n i t e d  States; and

4 WH EREAS Ca ptain H o o p e r  was en gaged in a C o ng res sio na lly sp on sor ed

5 effort to rescue the J e a n n e t t e . a vessel en ga ged in Ar ct ic r e s e a r c h  that

6 was locked in ice floes and subsequently lost and therefore Ca p t a i n  H o o p e r

7 had the authority to cl a i m  Wrangel Island for the Un it ed States; and

8 WH EREAS Wr angel Is la nd became a part of the U n i t e d  States by right of

9 confirmed di sc ove ry and first po ss ess ion and, later, a pe rm ane nt settle-

10 m e n t ; and

11 V/HEREAS Wr angel Island and its nearby satellite island H e ra ld Island

12 were plac a by the Un it ed States Coast and Geod eti c Service w i t h i n  the

13 District and later T e rr ito ry and State of A l a s k a  in pu bl ica tio ns from 1900

14 th rough 1977; and

15 WHEREAS the De Long Islands of Henrietta, Jeannette, and Be nnett were

16 first di s c o v e r e d  in the East Sibe ria n Sea, were claimed, and n a me d by U.S.

17 Navy C o mm and er George V/. De Long during his 1879 - 1881 ex p e d i t i o n  into the

18 A r ct ic who, w i t h  his crew, died w h en their ship, the J e a n n e t t e, was crushed

19 and sunk by ice floes; and

20 WH EREAS the first permanent settlement on Wr angel Island o c cu rre d v/hen

21 the Am e r i c a n  ship Si lv er W a ve landed a party on the island on S e p t e m b e r  15,

22 1921, and raised the Am e r i c a n  flag over the island under the d i r e c t i o n  of

23 Ca ptain Jack Hammer; and

24 WH ER EAS the party from the Si lv er Wave landed w i th pr ov isi ons for only

25 six months as they stated that they pl an ned to su stain themselves by hunt-

26 ing; and

27 WHEREAS the relief ve ss el in 1922 was bl oc ked by ice floes; and

28 WH EREAS w h e n  the relief vessel Do na lds on ar rived on Au gu st 23, 1923,

29 the only survivor of the 1921 ex pe dit ion was an Eskimo seamstress na m e d  Ada

S J R  32 -2-



Alaska State Legislature
S e n a t e

Official Business Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811
SENATOR PAUL FISCHER

To: A l l  Senate F inance Committee Members

From Senator Paul F ischer

Date February 26, 1986

Subject: SJR 32

While I  m a in ta in  i t  i s  unnecessary fo r  the Alaska Senate to 
consu l t  w ith  our U.S. Senators i n  instances where 
in t e r n a t io n a l  issues are be ing addressed. I  took the 
suggest ion by members of the Finance Committee to  do so i n  
good f a i t h  and d iscussed SJR 32 w ith  Senator Murkowski.
The p re v io u s ly  d i s t r ib u t e d  backup m a te r ia l ,  and the 
in fo rmat ion  I  share w ith  the committee regard ing my 
conversat ion w ith  Senator Murkowski, should prov ide  the 
committee w ith  ample in fo rmat ion  upon which to base a 
d e c is io n .
Attached i s  a l e t t e r  of response which I  rece ived  from Senator 
Murkowski, as w e l l  as h i s  response to a Wall S tree t Journa l * 
e d i t o r i a l  which spoke i n  favor of U.S. c la ims of sovere ignty 
over Wrangel and the other c la imed is la nd s .

* Inc luded i n  the f i r s t  in fo rmat ion  packet.



L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r

K e e p  t h e  W r a n g e l l  W r a n g l e  o n  I c e

1 was Interested lo read your Nov. 13 
editorial "Border Dispute" about Wrangell 
Island and the U.S. Soviet maritime bound- 
ary discussions. Alaska has many ties to 
the boundary area and the Islands you 
mention. It was two Alaskans, thp Lomen 
brothers, who lost furs and trapping equip­
ment when the Soviet ship landed on Wran­
gell Island In 1924. The l/miens received 
compensation for Ihr personal property 
they lost In the 1959 Foreign Claims Settle­
ment Commission decision you men­
tioned.
Currently, many Alaskans depend on 

the resource rich waters In the Navarln 
Basin area of the Bering Sea for their live- 
llhntxl. Although your editorial made a 
number of valid points, I believe It Is Im­
portant to separate the question of whether 
the U.S. has ever exeried claims over 
Wrangell Island and other territories north 
of the Soviet Union, from Ihe negotiations 
now under way with Ihe U.S.S.R. over the 
boundary In the Navnrtn Basin. I under­
stand that the two Issues can be linked, hut 
It appears that our Interests would be bet­
ter served by resolving whatever Issues 
ran be addressed now. and working on the 
other Issues as farts become more clear.
The Navarln Basin Issue requires our 

Immediate attention because Sqvlet activi­
ties In the waters off Alaska have become 
Increasingly worrisome. This summer, the 
Soviets deliberately harassed U.S. drilling 
rigs involved In energy exploration In the 
Navarln Basin area. Soviet overflights of

rigs caused dangerous Interference In the 
safe operation of helicopters carrying 
American workers to ami from Ihe oil rigs. 
These Irrespoaslble Incidents Jeopardize 
the negotiations which we have been con­
ducting over the maritime boundary, and 
put the lives of Americans nl risk. The 
Slate Department protested the flights.

1 am monitoring the negotiations be­
cause I am concerned that our negotiators 
keep American energy, fisheries and stra­
tegic Interests foremost In their minds.. 
The waters off Alaska contain some of Ihe 
world's richest fisheries, and could also 
contain significant mineral deposits.
On the other Issues you mention, I have 

reviewed a great deal of material about 
claims over Wrangell, Henrlette and other 
Islands, and 1 confess that the record Is not 
clear. 1 believe Congress must be given a 
comprehensive review of Ihe dispute, and 
hear all sides before a Judgment Is made 
about ownership. In this regard, I am con­
sidering legislation to require our govern 
ment to give the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee a full report, which could pro­
vide a basis for future hearings. In add! 
tion, any treaty negollaled wllh Ihe Soviet 
Union that proposes to give up territory 
claimed by the U.S. will be subject lo rare 
ful review by the Senate before It Is rati 
fled,

Frank H. M ukkowuki <R„ Alaska) 
U.S. Senate

Washington
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Alaska State Legislature
S e n a t e

Official Business Senator Paul F is che r  Pouch V
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811
TO: A l l  Co-sponsors and F inance Committee members

FROM: Senator Paul F ischer /

DATE: February 10, 1986

SUBJECT: SJR 32

Enclosed, for your rev iew , i s  a copy of SJR 32 and re le van t  
backup m a te r ia ls .  The hear ing on t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  
scheduled for Tuesday, February 11, 1986 at 8:30am i n  the 
Senate F inance Committee Room.
The r e s o lu t io n  c a l l s  on the Un ited States government to 
reassert  j u r i s d i c t i o n  over the Is la nds  of Wrangel, Hera ld ,
H en r ie t ta ,  Jeannette , and Bennett together w i th  the surrounding 
outer c o n t in e n ta l  s h e l f  w i t h i n  the American waters of the 
Chukchi Sea and the Eastern S ib e r ia n  Seas and to  pay the s ta te  
of Alaska compensation fo r  damages from t h e i r  lo ss .
Th is  r e s o lu t io n  asks the U.S. Government to fo rma l ly  assert a 
c la im  of sovere ignty to these is la nd s  and the surrounding 
c o n t in e n ta l  s h e l f .  A formal c la im  w i l l  h e lp  ensure tha t  
n ego t ia t io n s  undertaken by the our government w i l l  r e ce iv e  a 
p u b l i c  hear ing . A sovere ign c la im  w i l l  a lso  have the e f f e c t  
of addressing ' la im s to l e g a l  ownership of po r t io ns  of Wrangel 
i s l a n d  by U.S. c i t i z e n s .
I n  the event the State Department dec ides to cede U.S. c la ims 
of sovere ignty over the is la n d s ,  a t rea ty  w i l l  be necessary.
A t rea ty  w i l l  requ ire  r a t i f i c a t i o n  by the Un ited States 
Senate. Th is  should guarantee our c la ims w i l l  re ce iv e  a 
thorough p u b l i c  rev iew .
I n  a d d i t io n ,  the Governor of Alaska i s  requested to i n i t i a t e  
appropr ia te  le g a l  c la ims for r e l i e f  before the U.S. Fore ign 
Cla ims Sett lement Commission, the U.S. Court o f Cla ims or 
other l e g a l  forums of the Un ited States as may be appropr ia te .
I  apprec ia te  your co-sponsorship and support. Passage of t h i s  
r e s o lu t io n  should he lp  ensure tha t  c la ims to U.S. sovere ignty 
w i l l  be considered i n  a f a i r  and open process.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY,
TjLLXSinrrjNo,

In response lo Smote resolution of February 27, 1334, the report and paper* of Capt. C. L. Hooper
upon the second cruise of the revenue steamer Conein.

7 K 0 X

JUNK 30, 1834.— Raferrad to thu Coomittio Oo Commerce and ordered to be printed.

Treasury Department,
June 24, 1884.

Sir : Respectfully referring to the Senate resolution directing that the Secretary of theTreasury 
furnish to the SeDate a copy of the report of Capt. C. L. Hooper, United States Revenue Harin’e, 
upon the second cruise of the revenue steamer Corwin in, the Arctic Ocean, and its accompanying 
documents and illustrations, in possession of this Department, I  have' the honor to transmit here­
with the report and papers mentioned.

Very respectfully,
H. F. FRENCH,

Acting Secreiary.
Hon. George F. E dmunds,

President pro tempore of the United States Senate.
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C A L I F O R N I A  

A C A D E M Y  O F  S C I E N C E S

No. ZXTV

T h e  D i s c o v e r y  o f  

W r a n g e l  I s l a n d

fly SAiTOXL L. HOOPER

O C C A S I O N A L  P A P E R S

U>milTTKK <IN I'tiUI.(CATION 

I >«. CJLiin***
IM. Hussar F. pAi**.Nrv*i !>*- Kwriui I*. KmokU KHit*r

SAN FRANCISCO
PUBLISHED »T THE A C A D E N T • lift!

24 CALIFORNIA ACAPKMV OF ffCIKNCF.I (Oc. TArrwi

I he Intiil, 1 fell relieved to Iks in rlrnr wnlcr, and iliil no? despair c»f 
filliiunlc surer**."

Tlir innvmirnt n( the ire due In flic net nf flic currents made il 
necessary |«» change positions several lime* during I lie night. At 4 :.in 
n,tn. the ruririH again entered flic ire nnd I hî  time with nil pro para* 
fimn made to reach Hie Innd liy crossing tiie ire if ncerssnry, n*ing the 
nlrtlvrr̂ mid tailing along llic akin Imnt for crossing any n|*n lead* 
thnt might Im nimuttlrml. However. nn they fought tlirir way closer 
to the Innd ice condition* impmvrd. Inside the len fathom curve they 
fnuml much nf tiie ire aground while tfie flnnting |M»iimn wm drifting 
piwt nnd occasionally rimming ti|» over the tup nf the grounded piece*. 
Navigation under these condition* wan neither comfortable nnr safe, 
hut they all felt thnt the lon-l was now aetmdly within rrarh mid they 
pushed nn. The captain** note* for that important day (see figure J) 
rrad: ^

FHd.r. August It SIRS. Ul. li ft Loa*. 177-4# off Wrangle (tied Land. 
Cot undtr war at 4:00 am. and alcsmed In toward tlio and ot the Lad and 
Into tha Ira at 7:00 a m. After a coad deal ot hqmplna and umtsilng ■? 
riachrd tha land and anrharrd In a amall clvar a para off tha mouth ot a 
amall rltar. Wrnt a* ahara aad teak ponwlti I* thw mm# of tha U.S.

Thi* landing unouesiinuaMy established a valid claim to Ihe arc* 
on tho pnrt nf the I'nited State*. Muir ill hi* test say*. "A uninhle ad. 
diliou wm made to the national domain when Captain I'nlvin l«. 
Hooper Inndeil on Wrangell (#and nnd took fnnnnl pension in the 
ntme of the United Slate*." loiter the great Annie raplurer Vilhjal- 
mur SlcfTansson in In* Imnk, Thr /I #Irrnlnrr nf Wmnarl Island, describ­
ing an expedition undertaken in 1021 wrote, . . following |Hft| . . . 
Ihe inland wn* (*nitrd Slate* territory."

Many year* later the Soviet claimed that Lieutenant Wrangel had 
art unity discovered the island hut uiifortuontely for their claim, Wran- 
gel himself in hi* lss*k. TUt Snnnhrr nf a Vnnaat In thr I'nlnr S m s  

in Ihe Yrars 1 * 2 1 ,  1 * 2 2 ,  and 1 * 2 . 1 , which wa* u rn ten long enough after 
hi* e*|K,rirorfN no that he had pleutv of lime to moke any change* or 
correction*, wrote ’‘with a painful feeling of the ini|-**s»lulity of over, 
coming the nlNtnele* with which nature had op|Mi%**l u*. our last hn|*« 
\ant*iied of discovering the land which we vet Itrlirve in e*i*t ... we 
had done what dutv end honor denianiletl. fuithrr aifempt* would 
have hccn al’soliitrlv Impele** and I decided tn return." Wrangel lo­
cate*! on hi* chart “from native rr|Hirt"‘ the Innd which “we lirlicve to 
e*i*t“ lint he placed it *nme di*tnner we*t of where it actually Hinted 
out to I* I ora ted.

Ho. in tummt: losruvfuv nr* 'vit\..i;n. im.v.ii

• |l|PMin>M| *4 Ihf H ow l |.la*« in lh.-
h«4 *.ms«»rou« ran Mln «• at* rfUt* • •* •**•*-*• •* **- **-•-

on in* »t*r nl lh. lnmllM
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A* anon n* the ofneia) rimer parlv had completed the fornialilir* 
of (livnvery, a careful sentrli wn* made along the mIiiiit in rnrli direr, 
lion for evidence* nf a lauding ol any kind. After *rrrrnl hour* of 
.searching it l*eeame impo*j»ihle lo rrmniii at nnchor nuy longer and a 
gun was tire*I to leeall nil shore putties. Leaving an Anteriran dag 
Hying and a eoiopleie record ol their vi*il I In* i'nririm now w or noil , her way out In the leaf
She wn* sn»m in upett wnler nnd uuikiog all speed with almm and 

Mill nerire* tho Arelie ttis*nn hut thi* time with the I'otar irr nn her 
jeirt henni. Having found no ronirdi nf Ihe JtiiHnrllr on cillier Herald 
Island nr Wninget Island, lor the very gon*l reasons a* we now know 
that the He Long party had never touched mi either nf them. Hie /‘onrui was hastening to Point Harrow in ln»|ie* nf rrrHlrnug assist­ance in the llnntrl Wrhxlrr in ease she wus slill in the i»f. Hit the way, however, they s|m4ii the winder* //«#c/*h#I sod ffmtol*oto ninl 
Irnrni'd from them llml the Du h u I  Wthslrr hnd l»rrn rntshr»l in the 
ieo and that pari of her rrrw had icached Point Harrow. The remain­der were supposed in *c 1111 |*o on the park. l'|mn learning lids the for- 
icim skirtisl Ihe Alaskan cnn.*l line rlnsely am| kept n careful watch 
fur signs of nn* who might have nurhrd the laud liefore Ihe ire went 
onTshiue t'ouslant rontnef was also made with the native villages 
along the wav and ninny reports of the wreck were mrricsl. all of 
which were in some agrrs-mnit.

Point Harrow was rrildml oil August IT* nod several whaler*, which 
h' * ' veil only a few Immii* earlier, were found at nnrlmr llicir. Hie 
lee JitivuO gone offsltorr the pievmos rveiung. The rrrw nf tlir /> mo*/ 
MV/o/rr weie all at I'nir' Hai row nod every mao arcoonlrsl fnr Thee 
were divided up among the whalers esccpl for tune mro who ha»l tlieir 
fill of whaling and "wanted out." Tlir*c were lakro mi Uard the i nr. 

inh to Ih« fchirurd to civdiration ami rilirt supplies were di*inholc*t 
to Ihe oilier shi|»* to allow for llic evlru loimls taken alcci-st
While Hie t'unnn was al Hallow Ihe hatk Irani V'* nh - amud loiiiging the lirsl mail Ihev had ic«rnrtl since (raving *.io Ki ion** **- 

the l.rtfiil 7Vioh i had sailrd t'fiMil tin in on .Inm* II Sco e si**- n,i. I*mv. 
ingiil once, hslilril with surplus Uoio mol oil Irom thr whaling lhilir 
crew of Ihe 4'nriria m*iii iiiiiiI sacks utMwird for Htru ili-.ir isn-* al Inane

Hti Aogu*( III |lie 4 **n irin miiIisI fi»r I 'ape I.is) nine hoping to again 
l:Ac f.y.1 Idhii II.. mill,, hill ,1 .ir.mtf imilhr.v.l mini In.l kirL'i>l n|i 
»nrii n h«>ii lli.il I.hiiihk nuil huh mil „ l ih, i|i>̂.imn. Tlir m-i.i ihr 
iiiiirli-iiili hh, ih, i„M ..j,,!,, ,|,u, ,.,,,,1,1 |.r n,||r,( „,„,* |hrn

-lie iiiuliU llml mrrrlv lm»n him. I w iliclif - - hi .Vitfiiut llirr 
rhne III I Ik* ln.tfiir.lm lull tirtrr i.i«r ,ihv |'"rl hi llinn rm imMini nf
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THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY,
TJU-NStflTTtNO,

In retporue to Senate retolution of February 27, 1334, the report and papert nf Capt. C. L. Hooper
upon the iccond cruije of the revenue tteamcr Coriein.

Jume 30, 1884. —Rofarred to tba Cooooittaa On Commtrce and ordared to La printed.

. ‘ * __ TQEXSCRT D e p a r t m e n t,
June 24, 1334.

Sir : Respectfully referring to the Senate resolatioo directing that the Secretary of the Treasury 
furnish to the Senate a copy of the report of Capt, C. L. Hooper, Cnited States Revenue ifarine, 
opon the second cruise of the revenue steamer Corwin in the Arctic Ocean, and its accompanying 
documents and illnstrations, in possession of this Department, I  have'the honor to transmit here­
with the report and papers mentioned,

"Very respectfully,
H. F. FRENCH,

Acting Secretary.
Hon. George F. EmrtrxDs,

President pro tempore of the United Statet Senate.
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T H E  C R U I S E  O F  T H E  

C O R W I N

CHATTER XV 
nit land or the white aeA*

IS u in t * CttWt,

A  N 0 ^ ^ 2 s M # jw it w »4» *BHjjsnarioa*l 

A  dosSm  when Capjgia Cafariaj f e J fenpW
laad«do^Waa S « m ^ '  ' _ _____ ;.

t f& j« n » R 3 f
landed near the southeast cape, at the month o f  a 
river, in latitude 71° 4' ,  longitude 177* 4o ' 30' '  W ,-. 
T h e  e x tcn to f the new territory thus acquired is not 
definitely known, nor is likely to  be form in y  a cen­
tury, o r  until some considerable change has taken 
place in the polar climate, rendering the new land 
m ore attractive and m ore accessible. For at pres­
ent even its eouihm ost portion is almost constantly 
beset with ice o f  a kind that renders it all bat in­
accessible during both  the winter and summer, 
while to d ie  northward it extends far into the 
frozen ocean.

G oing inland, along the left bank o f  the river, 
we found it much larRer than it i t  first ippeared 
to be. There was no snow left on the lowlands o r  
any o f the hills or mountains in sight, exeeptingthe 
remnants o f  heavy drills ; nrveriheieis, it was still
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I hr land. ( fell relieved to l»e in clear water, nml «li«l not despair nf 
ultimate surer**.'*

The ninvriiirnt nf the ire due In llic sc! nf the currents mnde it 
nrcreciry in change p*Nilinn* several lime* iliirini/ ihe night. At 4:.1f) 
a.in. the f’ortri* again entered Ihe ire nnd Ihis lime with nil prepara­
tions made in reach ihr Innd hv rrimmu ihe ice if ncrrs.sury, usinir the 
sledges nnd taking along llic nkin I mat for missing any njren lends 
tfmt Might l*c cnrotiulcrrd. However. ns they fought their way rh*er 
lo the Innd ice mndilioim improved. Inside the ten-fathom curve they 
fnund much nf Hie icc aground while the floating poriiun was drifting 
pnnt mid ucrnsiunnlly shoaling op over the tup nf the grounded pieces. 
Navigation under these condition* was neither rfHiifnrtahlfl nnr nnfe. 
hut they *11 fell thnt Ihe Inml wns now neltiHlly within reach nnd they 
pushed nn. The captain's notes for that impottant day (see figure J) 
read i _

fHdtr. August 12. 1MI. Ul. TI-M Icri. ITT-It off Wraaale («le.| UM. 
Cot undor way at f:0S ana. and In lo«art the «nd of the l*«d and
Into lh* lev at 7:Of a rt). After a co*4 deal of b*mpln* and um**ilnc »* 
raachtd tha land and anchored la a amall clear apac* off Ih* mnuth of a 
■mall rlvar. Went an *&*ra and I oak pou^im la tha nam* of lh* U.3.

Thi* landinf i inquest ion a Idy established a valid claim lo Ihe arc* 
on the pan nf Ihe Hutled Slates. Muir i*i hi* tc.st any*, *'A nninhlc ad­
dition wns made to the nntiunal domain when Captain t'nlvin I#, 
ffouper Inndnl nn Wrangell [.and nnd took fnnnnl p^cssum in the 
name of the (hiitrd Stnlrs." letter the great Arctic explorer Vilhj.il* 
murSlrfTanvaoi in his linnif, Th e Ailvrntnrr nf Wrnmirl hlnml, describ­
ing an expedition undertaken in 1021 wrote. ",.. following JUKI . .. 
the island was ('idled Stales territory."

Many years later the Soviet elainusl lhal liieulcuaul \Yiangel had 
arluallv discovered Ihe island hut unfonuiinlely fnr their claim. Wrnn* 
gel hilii«elf in his H«ik, TUt ATvnofice «/ o Vnnnnt to the I'nlor Srnt 

in I A/ I'm r a 1 * 2 1 , 1 * 2 2 .  and t *2-7, ss Inch was w mini long cimugli after 
his rs|u*rirnrrs llinf he had plritlv of time In make nnv changes or 
rorrrcimns. wrote "with a painful firlinc of Ihr ioi|M»xnhility of over­
coming the nlwtarlrs with which nature had op|Hfs<s| ih, one last hope 
vannhrd of disrm-rriog the land which we yet hrlirve in exist ... we 
had done what diitv and honor demanded, foil her allempls would 
have been almnliilfly lio(»elrts and f •tended In rvlnrtt.** Wrangel br- 
ented nn his chart "fmm nalive reiwirl" the laud which "we lielievc lo 
exist" hut he plarrd i? some dislnmr west nf where il actually turned 
out to I* located.

Nn. 2I| IIImipkii* fJIJtCOVP.KY UF WIIANIIKI* ISLAND

A* .son 11 ns Ihe ufTiciMl >hnre pnriv had completed Ihe formalilirs 
of discovery, a caretul search ivns made nlnng lhr shnrr hi each direc­
tion fur evidenres ill' a landing nl any kind. After several hours nf 
.searching it Invame impovnhlc in reimHll al itnrhor mir longer and a 
Ron was lirrd In iceall oil •.linn* pnrlics. I.easiog nil American dag 
living and a complete record nl ihrir visit Hie f'orirta imw wnrKcd 

, her way out In ihe lend
She ivn.s soon ill nprii wnler niid looking all speed with slenn* and 

foiil across Ihe Arrlie tlcniM hot Ihis lime wilh Ihe Polar ire on her 
|Mirt hen III. I laving found no rivnrds nl Ihe Jnmnrttr on eilfjcr Herald 
Island or Wrimgcl Island, lor ihe \rry good rensnns as we now know 
that Ihe He I,nog parly had never louchcd on fiihrr nf them. the 
f'onriH was hastening lo I'niol H.irrow in hopes ol refNlenng nxsisf. 
anee lo Ihe /htairf Wrtmtrr in case she was Midi in Ihe ice. I In Ihe 
way, however, ihey il»r> wlmlrr* //«•*•/#• *#1 ami //#ia/w»»«- mnl
Irariicd fmm them llnil Ihe fb«air/ HV/».if/r had liern mfslnsl in Ihe 
ier and lhal pari nf her rrrw haul leaelnsl I'oiul Harrow. The remain­
der were si|p|H«N«s| in -fill lie on ihe pack. I'pon Iraniinr this the for- 
iriM skirlisl I hr Alaskan ciia.sl line closely ami kepi a mrrfnl wai.-li 
fnr signs of niiv who miehl have rrnclnsl lln* hilid l*fore Ihe ire nciil 
olTslmre. CoiHiani ntuinrt was nlvi made with Ihe native villages 
along Ihe wav and many reports uf Ihe wreck were reeriie*!. all of 
which were in some agrecinriit,

I'oiul llarnnv was reaehed on Augusl Ifi and vvrnil whalers, winch 
hnd arrived only r few limit* enflier, were I'mnnl al nnelwir llicie ihe 
ice having gone offshore ihe pi rvimis evening. The rrnr nf Ihr I  tom, I 

Wehktrr weie all at I'niut ItmrinV nml every man arrminlisl for Thee 
were divided up among ihe whnh rs except for tune men who h.ol ihrir 
till of whaling and "wanlrd nut," These were taken on l«ur«! ihr t •*/. 
win lo In* reliirurd lo eiiilixalmii ami eslia supplies were disirihufcd 
In llie oilier ships lo allow for lln* exlra hnuds taken alwcirsl

While Ihr 1 ‘uunn was al Haimw Ihe h.iik I  nn ♦/ VVsthr annul, 
hiitiging ihe first mail thcv had Mssmed since leaving Saif Ki.fî m'c 
the t,r»fnl 7*» n«/« * had -.nled iicin lln n* on .lorn* 11 >ou e she was h .»x*. 
ingul irtwe, hsidis! wilh surplus Hon* nml oil inuii ihr whaling ih • » ihe 
rrrw of Ihe f'/iricin sen I until vuks aUvird for llien* dear o*»es al Imoie 

tin Augnsi HI (he f sjiihsl fnr I '.i|*e I.hIiiiinr hoping in again
lake nsil I mm the mine, hut a strung multicast wind had kirknl up 
such a sen lhal Utoling risil tins mil of ihe «picslmii. The night of Ihe 
liinclietilli was llie liisl night il.ut rolihl l«e esille»l dark; milll then 
Hie nighls had lorrrlv Iwen Imitf iwilighls. tin Aogiisi 2* Hies- jowaI 
close III tlir I In Mil,sirs hill never s.iwr auv part n) | hem on ammnl nf

f iKiiif * I hr inlniMl j . . m.bI o,« Ul-««W-i* »i Uo
nrt»ln « *•*•« n .HMarolM* TSH —*»nr m m« mm* ai 

I*" frit <f«r nl Um> lamllM





• S E C O N D  C R U I S E  O F  T H E  S T E A M E R  C O R W I N .

* • *

The Corwin Bailed from SaD FraDcisco on May 4, 18S1, at 1 p. m., accompauied oat of the 
' harbor by the revenue Bteamers Rush end Hartley, and a number of vessels of the San Francisco 
jacbt fleet, under command of Commodore Harrison.

Moderate weather prevailed until the 15th instant, when, within 50 miles of Oonalaska Island, 
heavy gales aQd snow Btorms were encountered.

On the morning of the 36th the island was seen bearing northweBt, distant 40 miles. Soon 
after it began suowing and the weather became so thick that we were compelled to proceed with 
great caution, And did not reAcb' the entrance of the pass between Ounalaska and Onalga Islands 
until noon, when, owing to the rough state of the sea caused by a strong current running against 
the northwest gale which *as blowing, we were glad to turn back and run into Beaver Harbor, 
barely escaping the loss of oar boats.

The Onalga Pass, although very rough At times and subject to stroDg currents, is in many 
respects preferable to either the OnmiDak or Akootan Pass, especially to vessels bound to 
Onnala6ka. It contains no bidden dangers, and is safely navigable by all classes of vessels except 
as mentioned before, when a stroDg gale is glowing against the current- At such times the sea 
truly boils and loams, and it is advisable to wait nntil slack water before attempting to go through.

Beaver Harbor affords ample protection for a vessel under Bucb conditions. Although the 
water is deep, several good anchorages may be found near the 6hore, where ve66els can lie in 
safety.

On the 17tb of May we arrived at Ounalaska and hanled the vessel on the beach to repair the 
oak sheathing which had started off in many places. The oak beiDg very dry when put ou and' 
closely fitted, had bulged off upon becoming wet and swollen. After repairing it we took on 
board a supply of coal and water and niue months’ extra provisions. The latter were purchased 
from the Alaska Commercial Company with the understanding that, if not nsed, they were to be 
.returned without net to the Government.

The pa6t winter wa6 reported to have been unusually mild, although at this time the weather 
was quite cold and the iFlaDd covered with snow to the sea. The natives were suffering from an 
epidemic of pleuro-pneumonia, which proved fatal in a great many cases.

Ounalaska settlement, or IUulnck, baa been so often described that arepetition is unnecessary, 
bat to those who are not familiar with the snbject the following reference to it by the late Capt. 
George W. Bailey, U. S. K. M., will be found of interest:

OonaUaka it the largctt commercial port of the AJentian Itlandt, aod sow a port of entry. * * * It it aUo
the principal depot of the two large trading eoupaniet, the Alatka Commercial Company and the Weoiero Far and 
Trading Company. There it a fall prieet rttident at Oanalttka. and the church holding present* a creditable 
appearance, cboreh matters being conducted at thit nation on a aeemingly more proper ham than in any other pirt
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CRU13E OF STEAMER CO&WJR fR TOE ARCTIC OCEAJL 6 5

waler to wnlt for b more favorable chance. The icc «ei no closely packed around the vessel that 
the operation of fuming around, insisted by steam and anil, poles aud euiull spars to push ig'ninat 
the tcc, and ill means at our command, occupied Jnnl one hour. After several hours’ more bard 
work to reached the head of the lead. Although aodly disappointed ut thu failure of this third 
ittempt thin season to much the land, I  felt relieved to be aguiu lo clour water, and did Dot 
despair of ultimate buoccm.

While in the ico i  number of polar bears were seen near the vessel and ouo or two walrus. 
They showed no slgua of fear of ns, but a good deal of enriosity. Ouc of the bcara was Just making 
n breakfast of scnl, which be seemed to eujoy very much. It was evidently just killed, l>einc still 
bleeding, nnd the bear’s head, neck, breast, and foie legs being covered with blood. He seemed 
to be taking bis breakfast very leisurely, and after eating awhile would go awsy a few feet and 
roll and play like a kittCD. Although we were quite near him lie paid uo attoution, not cveu look­
ing at ns. During the day we were fortunate enough to get good observations for latitude and 
longitude, which, with the bearings already attained, gave ns a very close approximation to the 
position of the luDd. These were subsequently conlirmed by bcnriDgs and observations taken near 
the Innd off ita east coast. They Bhow the laud ou the American Hydrographic chart to be laid 
down 18 miles too far south, although the general trend of the coast is very nearly correct. After 
reaching open water we followed the edge of the eastern ice, which gradually changed the direction 
of its trend from southeast to east and nogtheast. • The weather, which had been very clear in the 
evening, had growu misty, so that tbe land became less distinct and seemed farther away during 
the afternoon. The trend of the ice was observed to be more to the northward, aud it was noticed 
tbal as the mist cleared away a little from time to time the suow-banks ou shore seemed nearer 
than at auy time before. Beariugs of onfe of these snow-banka taken from different points showed 
it6 distance to be oulv 13 miles. Soon after tbe edge of the pack fell back, so that we were enabled 
to steer a course almost directly for *be laDd. We bad just taken iu all sail and changed our 
course, when the lookout reported ice on the starboard, beam making off to the eastward as far as 
be could see, showiog that we had been runniog into a lead. This we courioued to follow until 
we carue to its end, where we fouud the ice heavy and closely packed. We had 15 fathoms of water, 
with stick} bottom, and judged ourselves to be about 8 miles from the land. I believed that no 
great difficulty would be encountered iD crossing on tbe ice to the land. Lieutenant Reynolds, 
Assistant Engineer Owens, Professor Muir. Mr. kelson, and Coxswain Gessler, having volunteered, 
were very anxious to make the attempt, but, owjDg to the mist aud fog, which, was rapidly shutting 
out tbe laud from our view, and the uncertainty of holding our position in tbe lead, I was com- 

‘ .pellt-d to withhold my couseDt at that time, but determined to try to hold on iu tbe lead until the 
fog should clear away. We observed the set of tbe current to be northeast, abont one knot per 
hour. Running back to the eastward a short distance, to where the lead was about 3 miles in 
width, we cntne io with tbe kedge, in 19 fathoms of water.

The constant changes UkiDg place in tbe position of the lead, owing to tbe set of the current, 
necessitated changing our position several times dnring the uigbt to avoid the ice. We got coder 
way at 4 a. tn. (Angnst 12). The mist began to clear away, giving ns occasional glimpses of the 
snow patches that lined tbe cliffs. We had made all necessary preparations for crossiog on the 
ice; the 6kin boat had been placed on rnnners, aud arms, ammunition, provisions, &c., served ont. 
At 4.30 we reached the end of the lead, which we jodged to be 8 miles from the laod, and which 
we found by bearing of points on shore that we could recognize aa those we had observed tbe 
nigbt before to have changed their position to the northward 8 miles during the night. Tbe ice 
appearing to be inoch less closely packed than on tbe previous evening, I determined to shorten 
up the journey over tbe ice by poshing in with tbe vessel as far as possible before embarking tbe 
party. Accordingly we entered the ice at 5J0 and worked in tbe direction of a place wbero tbo 
land appeared low, with high, dark-looking cliffs on each side. The ice. which was quite heavy, 
cootinned to open as we advanced, ontil, at 6.30, we ;ouid see tbe shore line distinctly, and, in the 
direction in which we were steering, wbat appeared to be a small space of open water adjoining 
the IbdcL As the ice still remained efficiently open to admit of forcing a way throngh it at the 
expense of a good deal of hard bumping, squeezing, aud pushing, hopes were entertained of reach­
ing the open apace of water with tbe vessel. The last 2 or 3 miles were made with a good deal 

3. Ex. 204 fl
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of difficulty. iDslde of tbe 10 fathom curvo we fouod much of tbe loe iproood, while the float­
ing portion was drifting: past and occasionally shooting up over tbe top of the grounded pieces. 
Navigation under inch circumstances was anything but aafe or apreoable. However, we felt that the 
laud wu oerlaiuly within our reach, and thought of Dothing but pushing abend. At 7.30 we reached 
tbe open apace and dropped anohnr wltblu > coble's length of the luod in 5 fathoma of water. We 
immediately landed and, raising tbe Arncricau flop, took possession In tbe nnmeof tbe Unitod States^ 
of America. We lauded at tbe mouth of a river, a hicb at this time was about 75 yards in widtb, 
although tbe entire distance between its banks was about 200 yards. Tbe cliffs in tbe vicinity of 
our landing plaoe were of & dark slate formation, and from 100 to 300 feet bipb. On the beach 
small pieces of aandatoDe, qnartr, and mica schist were found. The surface of tbe land where tbe 
slate bos weathered away is composed of sticky clay, and is but sparsely covered with vegetation. 
As observed from tbe ship, while cruising in tbe vicinity and also from tbe shore, it presents tbe 
general appearance of smoothly-rounded hills, which, towards the interior aud near tbe south side, 
are from 1,000 to 3,000 feet in height. The upper portion of tbe higher hills appeared more rupged in 
outline, as if composed of more enduring material, probably grouite. These summits resemble tboap 
seen od tbe Siberiau coast in tbe vicinity of Plover Bay, being entirely destitute, of vegetation, with 
occasional red patches probably indicating tbe presence of iron. Those near the coast are remark­
able for tbe smoothness and beauty of their outlines, and present here and there patches of greeD 
or gTay, according to tbe Datnre of tbe vegetation. On the beach near the moutli of the river we 
found a kyack paddle, a cask-slave, a piece of small spar, probably part of a boat’s mast, aud a 
piece of board about a foot in length bearing ax-mnrks. All these tbiugs were below the marks 
of extreme high water, and were undoubtedly brought there by the curreut. Although tbe beach 
showed undoubtedly signs of a rise and fall of tide, no tidal cbauge could be detected, probably 
ow'mg to tbe fresh southerly wiod which was blowiog. Tbe presence ' '  thi" drift matter on tbe 
beach would seem to indicate that tbe east coast of Wraogel Island was at times eotirely free from 
ice, though it does Dot necessarily follow, as it could easily have beeD carried through the pack to 
tbe shore by tbe coDStaDt twistiDg and tnrniDg to which it is at all time6 subject. I believe that 
it is a very UDUBual thing for tbe ice to leave any portion of WraDgel Island entirely. Onr stay on 
shore was necessarily short on accooDt of tbe strong northerly enrreut, which was sweeping the ice- 
_pack along with irresistible force. Much of tbe ice inside of 10 fathoms, as stated, was aground, bat 
not sufficiently firm to form any protection from the drifting mas3, tbe largest pieces of which were 
constantly beiug pushed and turned in every direction when strnck by tbe drift, and the utmost 
vigilance’ was required to avoid getting cangbt between the drifting RDd gTOUDded masses. At 9.30 
a. m., beiug tmable to maintain our position any longer, a gun was fired to recall the parnes sent • 
out to explore the cliffs in search of cairns or other signs of human life, aud we began to work out 
towards the lead, which we reached at 11 a. m. "We left the American flag flying aDd also a rec­
ord of our visit. We bad good observations duriDg tbe day, and found our landing-place to be 
in latitude 71° 04' north and longitude 177° 40' west. This is undoubtedly tbe part of tbe laud 
seen by Captain Kellett, R. N., in 1349, wbeD be discovered and landed on Herald Island, aud which 
since appeared on tbe British Admiralty charts as Plover Island, all bough erroneously laid down 
somewhat further to tbe eastward. We now know that Plover Island ba6 no separate existence, 
aDd that wbal Kellett saw was tbe main island. As there is no record of any oue else having seen 
tbe land previous to that date, or in fact until several years after, wbeu, in 1S7G, it was seen by 
nearly the eDtirp whaling fleet, all most accord to Captain Kellett tbe honor ol its discovery.

While steaming through the ice, iD our several attempts to reach the land, a number of species 
of sea-fowl were seen from time to time, and carefully noted by Mr. Nelson. Among these the 
most numerous were the marres and guillemots (Cria-arra aDd Uria-grylU), with numerous kitti- 
wake gulls (Larut tridactyhu Kotzebue) aud tbe common ice gull (Larvj glaucuj). More rarely 
siDgle individuals of tbe Sabine’s gull (Xema Sabinei) came circling about the ship. Nomerous 
small flocks of black-headed turnstones (Strqusilat melanocrphela) were seeD near shore, and two 
parties of coramoo eider ducks (5oi7vatcria nigra). Iu both instances the latter were females with 
their young. The second brood of eiders was seen swimming close along the shore and away from 
tbe mouth of tbe river as we made oar landing. On 6hore v e fooDd numerous soow-buDtiugs 
(PUctrophanet nivalii) and a snowy o wl (Syctra nirea), which, with a shrike picked up dead on the



CBUISE OF BTEAMER OOEWIR IN THE ARCTIC OCEAK. 67

besob and \ solitary golden plover (C^nradniu /tilnu), oomplete tbe short list of Ismd blrdi aeeD. 
At n number of places on llie bllleidoe vre found tbe droppings of wild geese so numerous tbnt it 
was evident this plaoe must lave been a common resort for flocks of tbese birds earlier In tbe 
kosou. Tbelr ibseuce nl tbe time of our landing Is easily accounted for by tbe fact tbli v u  tbe 
time wbeu tbe geese sbed tbelr large wing feathers end lose tbe power of flight. As this aeaeon 
comes on they cougregnte In large flocke in low mnnsby Isnd nod remain until their new growth of 
feather* enables them to spread over the couutry tgalo a month or sis weeks later.

Saddle backs sod hoir seals were rather common among tbe ice, aud in addition there was ft 
small species of hair seat unknown upon tbe American coast and perhaps new to science. "Walrus 
were not rare on tbe outer edge of tbe pnek, and tleir foe, tbe polar bear,twaa seen almost every 
time we entered tbe ice; on several occasions it u os seen swimming in tbe water several miles from 
tbe pack. Ujkmi tbe hilltops on shore wrre fouud nnmerons burrows of some auimoil, probably 
white l'ox (Canit lagopxu), as some tracks of that animal were fouud mingled with those of tbe 
polar bear in tbe mud along tbe bauks of tbe river. Stranded on tbe sand bar at the mouth of 
tbe river lay tbe skeleton of a whale (Balana myttioet\u). which closes the list of mammals observed.

Numerous small flsbj from two to four inches long, end having large beads, were brought to the 
surface by rolling masses or ies as it was turned over by contact with tbe vessel in her passage 
through it. Tbese are called by tbe whalers ice-fish. No specimens were obtained, unfortnuately.

The following plants we collected: Grasses, three varieties; dwarf willow, phlox, saxifrage, 
sibbaldeu, draba, potentilla, anemone, pnpaver, veronica, artemisia, carex, stellaria, three; mosses, 
three; lichens, five; nod fonr composite. In many places wbere the snow remained iu the ravines 
aud in banks against tbe 6teep cliffs, it presents tbe peculiar reddish color caused by tbe presence 
of Protococciu nivali*, commonly called red snow. This is ft minnte plant with which tbe surface 
of the snow is often covered in high latitudes. It was seen and its appearauce described by Sir 
John Ross in 1S18, aud by Sir Edward Parry in 1827, bnt its true character was not understood 
nctil many years later, when it became known as a vegetable growth.

Upon taking possession of this land in tbe name of tbe United States, tbe name b*ew Colum­
bia was provisionally given to it. Tbe provision being tbe approval and concurrence of that 
portion of tbe Government having the anthority to issue charts, &c., the decisioo of that body 
was adverse to my suggestion, and by its action I cheerfully abide not only on account of iu 
undoubted rigbt to decide according to its own judgment iu this and all other matters over which 
it has jurisdiction, but because the size of the island, as now knowo, does not justify the bestowal 
of a name of this character, the name of one of tbe early Arctic navigators being much more appro­
priate. At tbe time I suggested the change or name I believed tbe land to be an island and had 
so reported it to tbe Department, but I supposed it to be considerably larger than it baa proved. 
In tbe report of my first cruise in tbe Corwiu, submitted November 1,1BSI, page 50,1 say, in refer­
ence to this land:

The part of Wrangel Land which we u* covered so arc of the boriion of eboat fifty degree* from northwest 
qosrtrr north to west quarter tooth (true), end wa» diiteot from 25 milt* on tbe former be&riog to 35 or 40 on tbo 
Utter. Od the south were throe uooataini, probably 3,000 feet high, entirely covered with snow, tbe central one 
presenting a conic*] appearance and tbo other* abowing •lightly rooDdod tope. Northward of the*e mouuUina wu a 
chain of rounded bill*, those near the eea bring lower and nearly free from aoow, while the back billa, which probably 
reach an cleratiod of 2,0o0 feet, were qoita white; to the north of the northers bearing given the l&Dd eod* entirely 
or become* very low. The atmosphere vu vary clear, and we coaid easily bare »een aoy land aboTo tbe horizon 
a il bin a diataoce of 00 or 70 milê  bnt nci* except that described eoold bo aeon from the maai-beed. .

Again, on page 52,1 say:
I am of the opinion that Wrsogel Land ie a large r̂ote.bty one of d. chain that ytaaca entirely throogb the

polar rrgioDa to Greenland ; that there la other land to the sort- viieis c»t. v ■ large number* of
grtM and other iqaatic bird* pu. Point Barrow going north in tb* spnng, and retn'tiing in Aogsst and September 
with tbeir yoong. A* it i* well known that the** birdi breed ouly on land, thie fact ntoai be regarded a* proof of the 
exiatcnce of land in tbe Dorth. Another rtaaon for tnppoamg that then ia either a continent or a chain of ialaod* 
paaaiog throogb the polar region* i* tbe fact tbat, notwithstanding the vaat amount of heat diffused by tbe warm oar- 
rent paaaiog ihroogb Bering Straita, the icy bamer ie from *ii to eight degree* farther eooth on thia aide than on the 
Greenland aide of the Arctic Ocean, rbere tba Umperalora ia mnch lower.
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ABSTRACT
The dispute over rightful sovereignty to Wrangell Island today continues as an international issue of the Arctic. The Soviet Union. United States, the United Kingdom, and Canada at one time or other have asserted interests over this frozen piece of tundra and mountain. The proximity of the island to both the U.S. and Russia has great strategic value in our push-button nuclear age. The issue itself has implications for the resurgence of American military might, for superpower detente, and for international law.
The history of Wrangell Island is filled with courage and tragedy. It is a talc of kidnapping and death.
The valiant Captain Calvin L. Hooper, the de facto governor of the Alaska territory, was the first to land on Wrangell Island. He claimed the island for the United States which perfected this claim through effective occupation in accordance with international law.
The Soviet government seized control of Wrangell Island ia 1924 and look American citizens into custody. This act is held to have been in violation of international law and American statutes that sought to protect U.S. territorial rights.
Hcncc the Soviet Union is believed to have occupied Wrangell Island illegally until the present time. International law does not allow any nation to gain sovereignty in such a fashion. The U.S. sovereignty over Wrangell has never been legally ceded to~ the Soviet Union, cither on account of treaty or due to U.S. inaction.

RESUME
La question de la souverainete legitime sur I’ile Wrangell demeure encore aujourd’hui une des question internationalcs les plus chaudement disputces de I’Arctiquc. L'Union Sovrtique. les Etats-Unis. Ie Royaume-Uni. et Ie Canada, ont pus a un moment ou a un autre, exprime quelque interct dans cette ile montagneuse couverxe dc toundra. La situation de file a proximite des Etats-Unis et dc I'U.R.S.S. revet une grande importance a I’age dc I’armcment nucleaire. La question en litige a des consequences sur Ie ren- fotccment de la puissance militairc americaine, la detente des grandcs puissances, et Ie droit international.L'histoire de ITie Wrangeil est empreinte de courage et dc dramc. C'est une histoirc d'enlevemeni et de mort.
Le vaillant capitaine Calvin L. Hooper, gouverneur de facto du tcrriioirc de I’Alaska. fut le premier a atteindre I'ile Wrangell. II prit possession de I’ile pour les Etats-Unis. qui confirmerent cette pretention territoriale par I'occupation effective de I'ile. en confor- mite avec le-droit international.
En 1924. le gouvernement sovieiique prit par la force le conttole de I’ile et deplaqa les citoyens americains qui y etaient eiablis. Ce geste constituait une violation des lois internationalcs et des lois americaines concernant la protection des droits territoriaux des Etats-Unis.

* Dr. Nolan is Assistant Counsel to the President of the United States.
t Mr. Seidenberg is Vice-President of an American corporation, living in Seal Beach. California.

L'Union Sovieiique a depuis occupe a tort I’ile Wrangell. Le droit international ne pcrmet pas a un pays d'acquerir de cette faqori la souverainete sur un territoire. La souverainete des Etats-Unis sur I’ile Wrangell n'a jamais ete legalement ccdec a I'Umon Sovieiique que ce soil par voie de traite ou encore par la non-intervention des Etats-Unis.
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Extensive exploration of the Arctic did not occur until 
the nineteenth century. It is nor. surprising that Wrangeil 
Island.1 one of the largest yet most inaccessible islands 
in the Arctic did not become known to the world until 
this time.

Wrangell Island is located eighty-five miles oif the
northeast coast of Siberia and two hundred seventy 
miles northwest of Cape Lisbourne. Alaska. It stradcles 
the 180° meridian and the 71° parallel and en­



R I G H T  O F  A M E R I C A *  S O V E R E I G N T Y

0 3  i1*1 3 painful feeling of the impossibility of overcoming 
the obstacles which nature opposed to us. our last hope 
vanished of discovering the land which we believed to exist. 
We saw ourselves compelled to renounce the object for 
which we had been striving through three years of hardships 
and danger.'0

compasses an area of two thousand square miles. As 
with other islands in the Arctic Ocean, accessibility is 
limited by thick fog and sea ice. Impenetrable ice floes 
block access even to its southern shore for at least ten 
months of each year.

Four nations have asserted interests over this island 
— the United States, the Soviet Union, the United 
Kingdom, and Canada. The superiority of the claim by 
the United States can best be understood when placed in 
the perspective of arctic history and international law.

Early recorded explorations into the Arctic did not in­
tend to lay formal claim to, and take effective oc­
cupation of, arctic territory. Without these elements 
sovereignty will not arise over discovered land. The 
Greek navigator Pytheas of Massilia made the first 
recorded voyage into the Arctic Ocean in the fourth cen­
tury, B.C.E.. but was turned back by fog and ice.-' The 
next recorded voyage into the Arctic of any significance 
was by a Norse chief named Ottar who sailed into the 
White Sea. after passing the Kola Peninsula,4

By the sixteenth century, England and other maritime 
nations sought better trade routes to the Orient than the 
long and arduous routes around the Cape of Good 
Hope and Cape Horn. In the year 1553 English 
merchants organized voyages to China by the Northeast 
Passage across the top of Europe and Asia.5 In 1594 the 
Dutch navigator Willem Barents sailed into the Kara 
Sea.0

A Cossack trader named Simon Dezhnev sailed 
eastward from the Kolyma River in the summer of 
1648. The natives of eastern Siberia told him of a “ large 
country” lying to the north of Chukchi and Alaska. He 
was the first white man to hear of this land called 
Beringia.7

In 1763, another Cossack named Andreyev heard of 
this land and traveled to the Medvezhi Ostrova to find it. 
He claimed to have seen a large land to the East from 
that island location. However, six years later three 
Russian surveyors named Leontev, Lesev, and 
Pushkarov confirmed that there was no land that could 
be seen from such location.* Mirages of islands are not 
uncommon in the Arctic. This factor, added to the dif­
ficulty of obtaining star readings for location deter­
minations in arctic fog, have often made land sightings 
unreliable.

Baron Ferdinand Petrovich von Wrangell, a 
,lcutenant in the Imperial Russian Navy, also heard the 
t3|e of the iand’s existence from the Chukchi chiefs of 
Siberia. Between 1820 and 1824 he commanded several 
•-xpediiions in search of the island but he never saw it. let 
,lone lar>d on or occupy it.’  In April of 1824, at the end

nis >ast arctic expedition. Wrangell wrote:

Despite this failure. Wrangell gained worldwide fame 
as an arctic explorer. He later became Governor of 
Russian America. Yet he was never to land upon the 
island that would bear his name in his honour.

During the mid-nineteenth century, England, still 
looking for a short-cut to the Orient, attempted to find a 
Northwest Passage. In 1845 Sir John Franklin left 
England with a company of 129 to travel over the top of 
America to Petropavlovsk, Kamachatka. By September. 
1846, the expedition’s ships had become locked in an ice 
pack twelve miles from King William Island.

On 11 June 1847 Sir John Franklin died. On 22 April 
1848 the ships E r e b u s  and T e r r o r  were deserted and 
what was left of their crew started on a hopeless march 
to safety. No one survived."

By 1848 the Royal Geographical Society became 
concerned over the ships’ disappearance and the British 
Admiralty agreed to its request to organize a search. 
The United States and Canada also organized searches 
for the missing ships.

On 6 August 1849, Captain Henry Kellett. R.N., of 
H.M.S. H e r a l d , one of the Franklin search vessels, 
arrived at a small island west of Cape Lisburn*: Upon 
landing K.eiletf io^k possession and. named the island 
Herald. aHSr hfi S-sfiips He hoisted the Union Jack and 
claimed the island on behalf of Queen Victoria.

Kellett sighted a large land mass beyond Herald 
Island to the west which he called Plover in honor of 
another Franklin relief expedition ship. Whereas no land 
mass existed at the position noted by Kellett on 
navigation charts, it may have been a mirage rather than 
Wrangell Island. In any event, no further landing or ex­
ploration was made.

Six years later, on 13 August 1855 Captain John 
Rogers, in his flagship the U.S.S. V i n c en n e s . reached the 
position ascribed to Plover Island, also known as Kellett 
Land on the Admiralty charts.15 When there was no 
land to be seen from the clear horizons, the charts by the 
Depot of Charts and Instruments of the U.S. Navy were 
changed accordingly. It should be noted that the 
•Russian author Shvede gives credit to the American. 
Rogers, for discovering Wrangell Island14 on that 
Congressionally authorized voyage.15

The United States’ legal rights in the northwest of the 
North American Continent have a foundation in the
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•• Treaty of Adams-de Onus of 22 February 1821 which 
ceded Spanish rights in Oregon Country to the U.S.14 
The United States’ claims to northern pans of the 
Oregon Country (now southern Alaska) are based, in 
part, upon voyages of discovery and annexation by Don 
Juan Francisco de la Bodega y Quadra and Don 
Ignacio Aneiga for the Spanish Government between 
1775-1779.17

H.I.M. Tsar Aleksandr Pavlovich of Russia issued a 
ukase in 1821 banning “ transaction of Commerce, and 
the pursuit of whaling and fishing or any other industry 
. . .  all along the North West Coast of America from the 
Bering Sea to the 51st parallel.” 18 This coast was part of 
the area ceded to the United States by Spain in 1821. 
The Tsar's ukase prompted U.S. President Monroe, in 
his message to Congress on 2 December 1823, to 
proclaim the Monroe Doctrine. A compromise was 
reached on 11 January 1825. The United States gov­
ernment ceded the coast of America north of the 54° 40’ 
parallel to the Imperial Russian Government as part of a 
Treaty of Navigation and Fisheries of the Northwest 
Coast.1'*

As will be seen, this accord was superseded by the 
Seward-de Stoechl Treaty in 1867 which ceded Russian 
America to the United States. The 1825 treaty has no 
bearing on sovereignty over Wrangell Island which was 
undiscovered at the time.

By the middle of the nineteenth century, Russian in­
terests in expansion beyond the Asian mainland waned 
just as American interest in expanding to the West in­
creased. The loss of the Crimean War illustrated the 
vulnerability of the Russian Empire at its extremities.

The Russian govemmea!,' fearing that its American 
colony was no longer defensible and recognizing its 
economic liability, sold.tti® North; American lands to the 
United Statea for 7.2 million dollars on 2Q June 1867.20 
This convendoa between the govenmrents; o f Russia-dhd 
the United ■ States.cndftd- '“tnimi t~
sovereignty east of thft;

On 18 October 1867 the Tsarist double eagle flag was 
lowered over Novoarkhangelsk, the capital of Russian- 
America. and the Stars and Stripes was hoisted over the 
renamed city of Sitka. Alaska was now a possession of 
the United States.21

The'Office Of the Solicitor. U.S. Department of State, 
determined after a review o f  the documents leading.up 
to and including the Seward-de Stoechl Treaty "that the 
Emperor of all the Russias ceded to the United States 
certain territories, and that the United States on its pan 
entered into no commitment which could be interpreted 
as an understanding not to press claims to any land west 
of the particular line above described”22 Therefore.

there can be no inference that the United States ceded 
sovereignty to any as yet undiscovered island to the 
west of the Diomede Islands.

During this period the American whaling industry ex­
panded into arctic waters. On 14 August 1867 Captain 
Thomas Long of .New London ‘ Connecticut, sailed his 
whaling bart; jVffe ilong,a, qreit some,thirty miles north 
of the route navigated by U.S.S. V i n c en n e s  some twelve 
years earlier. A seaman named Thomas sighted land 
(Cape Thomas) to the northeast from the ship’s mast­
head Captain.; Long, named this territory “ Wrangell’s 
Land’’ as: air appropriate tribute to the memory of the 
Russian explorer whou spent'three consecutive years 
above the 69th1 'parallel.'2* Long also was the first to sight 
the identifying volcano of more than 2000 feet in height 
on Wrangell Island. He sailed past the southern shore 
and returned to the port of Honolulu. Between 1868 and 
1869 the news of the American discovery of 
“ Wrangell’s Land” spread worldwide. Geographical 
Societies in the United States and Europe honored 
Captain Long for his discovery.24

Other American whalers ~  the capt^Jui Raynor 0f 
the R e i n d e e r , Philips of the A/cnrice//o, gnd Bllver of tfv. 
N a u t i l u s  also confirmed the sighting of the large land 
mass dlseovW«f by1 Thbftwrs* Long. They spread their 
belief that Wrangell was not an island but a frozen con­
tinent similar to that at the South Pole & speculation 
that prompted the New York H e r a l d  u outfit ?n ex­
pedition in 1879, led by Naval Lieutenant George 
Washington De Long, to Wrangell Island and then the 
North Pole.23 De Long and his ship, i h e  / ea t in eLUU- 
formerly called the P a n d o r a ,  never made it. The 
J e a n n e t t e  became locked in ice floes and drifted 
westward past Wrangell Island where it was crushed 
and sunk in the summer of 1881.

Fearing for the fate of De Long, the U.S. Congress in 
early 1881 authorized one hundred and seventy-live 
thousand dollars for a search. The J e a n n e t t e  reiiet ships, 
the U.S. Revenue Marine Steamer, the T h o m a s  C o n v in  
and the U.S.S. J o h n  R o g e r s  entered the Bering Sea in 
the summer of 1881. Commanding officer of the C o rw in  
was Captain Calvin Leighton Hooper.

Hoc per at the time commanded the Bering Sea Patrol 
of the U.S. Revenue Marine, which made him the d e  
f a c t o  Governor of Alaska. During the spring of 1877, 
jurisdiction of the District of Alaska was transferred 
from the Department of War to the Treasury De­
partment. Treasury in turn placed Alaska under the 
charge of the U.S. Revenue Marine from that year until 
I884.26 Hooper clearly had authority at that time to dis­
cover and claim sovereignty over land on behaif of the 
United States.27 The C o r w in also carried aboard a com­
plement of sciifirnTtsT̂ ftTese included the world re­
nowned naturalist. John Muir, who was later to found 
the Sierra Club.
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The C o rw in  'anded on Herald Island in hopes of 
llndiniz the J e a n n e t t e  or its crew. Unsuccessful in the 
rescue attempt. Hooper valiantly forced his ship through 
heavy ice floes to Wrangell Island to the west.2*

On 12 August 1881, Hooper. Muir, and their pan^tof 
six made the first rixoirded landing by man upon 
Wrangell Island^Edward W. Nelson, a member of the 
landing party later noted.

The result of our examination of the Island, so far as we saw. 
gave not the slightest evidence of its ever having been visited 
In man before. All subsequent examinations of Wrangell 
Island by those who have visited it later appear to establish 
the fact that the landing party from the Corwin contained the 
lirst men to set foot on this island.

Landing at the mouth of the Clark River on the 
eastern side of the island. Hooper and his fellow officers 
raised the American flag and took possession of 
Wrangell Island in the name of the United States. While 
Hooper and Muir explored the island, other party 
members erected a rock cairn and deposited documents 
recording the significant event. William Reynolds, a 
member of the party, recalled:

I had the llag and with the Captain’s permission waved it and 
took possession of the r.frw land in the name of liberty and of 
the Government of the United States of America. I planted 
the Hag on a blufT a little to the northwest of our landing 
place and left i; there together with a record of our visit.

Hooper called the island ’‘New Columbia."’ He ex­
plained.

It was believed that as the island had become, by our act of 
landing upon it. a part of the United States, by selecting a 
name of national character, no disrespect would be shown to 
the memory or offense given to the friends of the gallant of­
ficer whose name it bore, and that the name given would be 
adopted by all nations.u

The name “ New Columbia” never replaced Wrangell, 
however.

Captain Hooper cold Captain L. C. Owens of the 
American whaler B e l v e d e r e  of his plan to annex 
Wrangell Island to the United States prior to landing 
(here. The B e l v e d e r e  became the second ship to land at 
Wrangell on 19 August 1881. “ As soon as we got 
ashore we saw the signal planned by Lieutenant 
Reynolds, a small American ensign fastened to a slender 
piece of driftwood, driven into the soil.” confirmed a 
B e l v e d e r e  crew member.33

OrvJML August I88Fya fcfcrty ftom tffeU r t g i e n T M n e  
other relief ship, landed ori Wrangell filartd.jTfcry'com­
pleted an ofnciai survev for ̂ JiLSi Gdv^mtneht’dn t>3 
September d fcTH*' sam f ydar^ One crew expedition 
proceeded overland to the mountains, where a general 
view of land and water could be obtained. Another

group found the cairn left by the C o rw in ,  and depositee ‘ 
copies of the documents contained therein, taking the 
originals for the Navy’s report. The crew of the U.S.S. 
R o g e r s  also raised the American flag over Wrangell 
Island.13 The crew determined that its new U.S. 
possession was not a continent but a large island.

Major E. W. Clark, the Chief of the United States 
Revenue Marine Service, informed the U.S. Coast and 
Geological •'Survey1 'itt - j 881 of ther annexation of 
WrangaWlildntf td' rfte’tfmfed States. The U.S.C. &  G.S. 
o f' thê 1 ! Treasury Department determined that 
Wpangelt Island should b* included In* the District of 
Alaska,^

Bcfcw«e&tth«-:yearfc 1881 and L9I0 Wrangell Island 
w^yj«t#i*si$usveJy by Americans. These were most­
ly wfcftteraotalwairus and seal hunters. On 8 September 
ISSfeihSe U.&S5 F^e/tsr^^^iWrahjjII Island while 

Ocean, • “ showmg . the American 
In the.year-15iO.Captain i l^ ^ a e ^ H e d  the

with a
motion picture company from Hollywdcki, which filmfed 
a polar bear hunc*

p« »

deaigdaadnrA

coper’s 
ited

i m t S d
ncluded Wrangell Island as 

Encyclopedia 
cehtury-:also chow the same

In 1910 the Imperial Russian government, interested 
in compiling hydrographic charts to facilitate shipping 
routes from Kolyma to Vladivostok, commissioned two 
steel ice-breaking ships, the V a i g a t c h  and T a im y r .  On 
16 September 1911 the V a i g a t c h  anchored in a cove off 
Blossom Point at the southwest corner of Wrangell 
Island while taking shelter from a gale from the 
northeast.36 Its captain sent a landing party ashore on 
15 September via whaleboat and motor launch to es­
tablish the correct astronomical position by celestial 
observation. The landing party found a coal deposit and 
erected a ten meter structure to establish the 
astronomical position of the landing place before 
leaving.

The Russians then circumnavigated the island, but 
unfortunately at a distance too far to contribute to the 
definite outlining of the coast.31 This was the only visit 
that the Russians ever made to the Wrangell Island 
before 1924. nor did they ever make any claim to the 
island during their stay.

In 191 1 Dr. R o 11 i n Harris, an American 
oceanographer, again raised interest in the possibility of 
an as-yet-undisc;>vered arctic continent. He hypothe-
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sized the existence of "Harris Land" to explain tidal 
movements in the Arctic Ocean.

In 1913 the National Geographic Society planned to 
finance an expedition to the Arctic to find this new land. 
Sir Robert Borden, Prime Minister of Canada, asked 
and received permission to finance the expedition for 
fear that Americans might make new discoveries north 
of Canada for the United States.18

Vilhjalmur Stefansson. a Canadian who had gro#m 
up on the plains of North Dakota, was chosen to lead 
the expedition. The Canadian government directed 
Stefansson that "any new or partly unknown lands 
which the expedition would touch would be observed, 
position fixed, and the British flag would be planted on 
these lands."59

Stefansson's flagship was thr whaldr K a r l u k  under 
the mastery of Captain Robert A. Bartlett. Bartlett was 
a U.S. citizen who had commanded the ship R o o s e v e l t  
for the Peary and Henson expedition to the North Pole 
during the years 1905 to 1909. The K a r l u k  suffered th£ 
tragic fate of other vessels and became caught in arcitc 
ice. drifted west along the north coast of Alaska, and 
eventually sank. For two months the survivors walked 
south across the polar ice cap, arriving a .̂VVranijril

Figure I. "Mugpi" —  Mrs. Ruth Ipalook. daughter of "Auntie" 
Kiruk. Eskimo seamstress on the Karluk. Mrs. Ipalook now 
lives near Barrow. Alaska. She and William McKinlay. a Scot­
tish schoolmaster who served on the Canadian Arctic Ex­
pedition of 1913-18 as magnetician and meteorologist, are the 
only living survivors of the disaster.

Island on 12 March 1914. Two members of the ship's 
crew, John Munro anc Robert Tet pieman, raised the 
Canadian flag over Wrangell Islano :n celebration of 
Dominion Day. 1 July 1914.

Of course. Wrangell Island had already been formally 
claimed by the United States, and the previous es­
tablishment, o£ sovereignty served to cut ofTsub­
sequent .rival claims. Furthermore, Great Britain had 
transferred jurisdiction of her rights to islands in the 
Arctic Ocean to the Canadian Government in 1880.40 
Therefore, whatever pretention to sovereignty Great 
Britain might have had to Herald and Wrangell Islands 
by virtue of the voyage of the H.M.S. H e r a l d  in 1849. or 
the landing on Wrangell in 1914. now belonged to 
Canada.

The;-shipwrecked" members o f- the K a r l u k  also 
recognized the prior discovery- of Wrangell Island.. 
B a r tie tc later. ;wro l e t  haty we passed Hooper cairn, which 
was l̂ ulitnb»i,» paitty ftrom the U.S. Revenue cutter 
C o rw im  in August. 18*81. see. was
still intact."41

Captain Bartlett and an Eskimo crew member. 
Kakatovik. walked across the ice pack to summon help. 
Upon Bartlett’s reaching Alaska, Captain William E. 
Reynolds, U.S.R.C.S., immediately ordered a rescue 
attempt. On 7 September 1914 the American ship K i n g  
a n d  W i n g  picked up the happy survivors on Wrangell 
Island (Figure 1). Not knowing that the K a r l u k  sur­
vivors had already been rescued, the T h o m a s  C o rw in  
landed at Wrangell a few days later. The same ship that 
thirty-three years earlier had carried Hooper to claim 
the island, re-established the flying of the U.S.-Qag over 
Wrangell Island.

After the K a r l u k  survivors were transferred to the 
U.S. Revenue Cutter B e a r ,  they were transported to the 
ship’s home port of Unalaska where the port com­
mander, William Reynolds (who in 1881 had landed on 
Wrangell with Hooper) told Bartlett that the island was 
indeed part of Alaska.

On 13 November 1916 a challenge to U.S. 
sovereignty over Wrangell Island came from a different 
source.,The imperial RuMiiAoJ {̂5aj5y_inJWashington 
presented a memorandum tc the U.S. Department of 
State regarding Russia’s claim, to lands in the Arctic. It 
claimed that. Wrsngdl Bland.'Alaska. .was one of tht 
islandstij^hich;.“/orm an extension Northward of the 
ConUn^nqd. t̂ Jl,eland of Siberia."42 Tfos argument. like 
that of the.sphere -oLinflueflce,,.continuity, or sector 
theory to the Pole has no validity in international law.4' 
Before this claim could again be pressed the Imperial 
Russian Government was overthrown by the 
Bolsheviks. World events were to continue to play a ma­
jor part in the issue of sovereignty over Wrangeil.
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On 7 July 1918 Allied Commanders, and an army 
that included Japanese troops, assumed protection of 
the city of Vladivostok. The threat of the Japanese tak­
ing an imperialistic hold in eastern Siberia caused con­
cern. just as the expansion of power by the Bolsheviks 
had done formerly. In 1920 Stefansson became worried 
that the Japanese government, in their desire to control 
eastern Siberia, might try to take Wrangell Island. He 
observed. "I felt certain that within a year of two they 
would realize the coming importance of Wrangell Island 
and would occupy it."

Great Britain. Japan, and the United States were 
allied against the Bolsheviks. However, if the Japanese 
(future Pacific rivals to the United States) were to oc­
cupy Wrangell Island, it would be difficult to oust them 
in favor of the Bolsheviks. Therefore, Stefansson met in 
Ann Arbor. Michigan, with Allen Crawford, a 
Canadian, and Sir Auckland Geddes. 3ritish Am­
bassador to the U.S.. for the United Kingdom to plan an 
expedition to secure Wrangell Island and also to 
promote their own economic interests.

Crawfoed led, a! ;party.;tha2-included ■ foiw1 Americans
on Ok.American. $hip SUvet.H'av*. .When  they-Jended 
on WFangeii-kIancL.an.-15.'S«peerniber< 1931. tbr-;crew 
raised tbe Slars<>.aii4 Stripes cv*«> the island under 
Captain. Jack HammerV direction. On 16 September 
1921 Crawford raised the Union Jack over Wrangell “ in 
the name of the King and the Empire" as a continuation 
of Stefansson’s “right to the island already established 
by the Stefansson Canadian Arctic Expedition of 1913- 
18 and the shipwreck of the Ka r lu k ." *5 He did not tell 
anyone aboard the S i l v e r  W a v e  that he had raised the 
British flag over the island.

In 1922 it became a c a u s e  c e l e b r e  in the British and 
American press that Stefansson and company had 
“ claimed" Wrangell Island, Alaska, as part of the 
United Kingdom. Anglo-American relations became 
strained over an island in which Great Britain had 
shown no interest since the discovery of Herald Island in 
1849.

The Crawford vdtt^rovisioRS for. .only
six months, j^lroed^^wistain themselyes
with hunting. StawggfrafMtef mission in. 1922.was 
blocked by ice floes.. When H|rp|d NoidS arrived atfoard 
rhc relief ship D drh r ld s on  o h  id^Atigusf 192J7onIyjm 
Eskimo seamstffi«L fyyvived^og-
the ongiifil group. A ne& party by cha'Hei Wells pf 
Uniontown._ Pennsylvania continued, setUcmepi.oC .the 
is la n d .

When Stefanssbh'realfzed m i#£fthartWCafciicfian 
government wouIH nbt back a sovereignty dairrt^sfo 
d om in iun r  d lH t t tun t  rights * he sbid' hii11 title* 'drid' his 
d om in ium  u ti l e  interests in Wrangell Island to tbe*

Lomen Brothers company of Nome. Alaska (Figures 
2(a) and 2(b),). On 13 May 1S24 Secretary of State 
Charles Evans Hughes declared that the Lomen 
Brothers were the owners o f the island (Figure 3). On 18 
June o f that year, the British Colonial Secretary stated 
in a confidential dispatch: “The United States Govern­
ment is thought to have a strong, if not indisputable, 
claim to the Island.’**53

Qa 20 August 1924. the Soviet gunboat R e d  Q c i o p e r  
landedijWfcs.Wj'Adgcll. Island, armed with a six-pound 
cannon, and a  company of Soviet infantry. The Soviets 
took .b r /T orce jtn d  the.other thirteen Americans on 
the island; and- told: them they were being taken to 
Alaska. Instead they were forcibly taken > to 
Vladivostok.*1* The Soviet officials confiscated all the 
pelts >yhieh-411*;-.trappers had accumulated during the 
Watv&r :months; or*-, the.island.*-7. Following <in- 
terycntiOOiby-dictJ^LiGonisui atHaritm, Manchuria, the 
Sovtacar.'rfllfcaMcb l̂wtwetve'AEiericaiw stitt living. The

vSl'Ajf. its.. u cur* on.tlrm oi tbo v ^ r i o f  r.rltlju 
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ernment’s position has not changed. Captain Hooper 
formally claimed Wrangell Island on 12 August 1881 
and the U.S. established effective occupation until the 
Soviet invasion.
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Figures 2(a) and 2(b). Certificate of sale of his interest in Wrangcl 
Island by Vilhjalmur Stefansson to the Lomer. Brothers of 
Nome. Alaska. I April 1924.

Bolsheviks claimed that Wells had died of pneumonia. 
His diary was never found.

A year later the, Soviets proclaimed Wrangeil Island 
as their territory. But in 1930 the U.S. Department of 
the Interior publication entitled B o u n d a r i e s ,  A r e a s ,  
G e o g r a p h i c  C e n t e r s  a n d  A l t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
an d  t h e  S e v e r a l  S l a t e s  expressly included Wrangell 
Island as an American possession. Since.,thafc.timc no 
abandonment by the U.S. of its rightful sovereignty has 
occurred, nor under international law could such aban* 
donment occur filifiainr. a 
by force.

Besides the abducting of Americans on Wrangell 
sland. the Russians violated federally promulgated 
klaskan law that prohibits the exercise of foreign 
■jrisdiction. The Alaskan Organic Act of 1884 adopted 
)regon law. which in turn had adopted the Iowa 
'erritory prohibitions against foreign governmental in- 
.•rference with American sovereignty.48

In 1973 the, State Departmertf'^dssued the 
' a c k w o r t h  D i g e s t  o f  In t e r n a t i o n a l  L a w  which att­
ained. “The United States has not relinquished iw> 
aim to Wrangell Island." In the centennial year of the* 
merican landing on Wrangell, the United States gov- ■
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William W. Wherldens. "The New Arctic Continent or 
Wrangell's Land”  (C hicago: American Association for the 
Advancement o f  Science. August 1868): K. M. Baer. 
"N esholho slov po povodu novothritov Vrangelycvshoy 
zem ilv". l i v e s  t i  R u s s h o v o  G e o g ra f tc h e s h o v o  O b s th e s tv a ,  
(1968). V4. N7, pp. 333-349.

J. E. Nourse. A m e r ic a n  E x p lo r a t io n  in  th e  Ic e  Z o n e s . (Boston: 
D. Lothrop and Com pany), pp. 365-66 and David Mountfield. 
A  H is t o r y  o f  P o la r  E x p lo r a t io n  (New York: Dial Press. 1974), 
pp. 123-124.

"  Formal letters o f  17 and 24 March 1877 between Secretary o f  
War George W. M cCrary and Secretary o f  Treasury. John 
Sherman. National Archives, files o f  the Adjutant General 
(M icrocopy M G G G . reel No. 358).

International law has also recognized the statu . o f  private in­
dividuals to claim sovereignty on behalf o f  their country. A  for­
tiori Hooper in his official capacity had no less authority 
regarding Wrangell Island than in his validly ordered claim o'' 
Wake Island on behalf o f  the United States in 1898. while in 
transit after the Spanish American War as a member o f  U.S. 
Pacific forces.

Muir. T h e  C r u is e  o f  th e  C o r w in ,  pp. 140-158; Hooper. C r u is e  o f  
th e  C o r w in .  1881. pp. 53-54.

;v Nelson. C o n g re s s io n a l R e c o rd .  S e n a te . 22 March 1922. p. 4261. 
col. 2.

William Reynolds. C o n g r e s s io n a l R e c o rd .  S e n a te . 25 Marcr 
1922. p. 4538. col. 2. Also included under these papers sen; 
from the Secretary o f  Treasury Andew W. Mellon to Secretary 
o f  State Charles Evans Hughes, 13 April 1922. M .S . De 
partment o f  State, file 861.0144/7.

"  Hooper. C r u is e  o f  th e  C o r w in .  1881, p. 70.

’ •’ "W rangel Land: A Description o f  the Island by a Visitor" S a n  
F r a n c is c o  C h r o n ic le  (16 August 1882). p. 3.

11 Nelson. C o n g r e s s io n a l R e c o rd .  S e n a te . 22 March 1922. p. 4261. 
col., stated the " R o g e r s  partly took possession o f  the island b> 
right o f  [Captain L on g 's] discovery, and that was within a 
space o f  a few weeks [o f  the C o r w in  party taking possession 
lor the United States G overnm ent]."

u In 1900 the U.S. Geological Survey, at the direction o f  Henr> 
Gannett, issued U.S. Geological Survey Bulletin No. 169 
which included Wrangell Island o f  the Arctic as part o f 
Alaska. Gannett is known as the father o f  American map 
making, and was the Chief Geographer o f  the U.S.G.S.. having 
started in 1882.

"J ea n  Denuce "les expeditions polaires depuis 1800.”  Bulletin de 
la Soeiete Royalc de Geographic D 'Anvers (An.vers: J. Van 
Hille De Boclier. 1911). p. 336. A lso see: Charles Herbert 
Stockton. "T h e Arctic Cruise o f  the USS T h e t is  in the summer 
and autumn o f  1889." H a t io n a l  G e o g ra p h ic  M a g a z in e  (1890). 
v. 2. No. 3. p. 194: and D. W. Knox. Captain. U.S.N. (Ret.i. 
letter to Lt. Com dr. F. W. Mead. U.S.N. (Ret.) dated 31 O c ­
tober 1933.

"B lo ss o m  Point was named by Lt. R. M. Berry. U.S.N. in 1831 
after H.M.S. B lo s s o m .

”  L. M. Starokadomskiy. C h a r t in g  th e  R u s s ia n  n o r t h e r n  S e a  
R o u te :  T h e  A r c t i c  O c e a n  H y d r o p h ic  E x p e d i t io n  1 0 0 9 - 1 9 1 9: 
ed. and trans. William Barr. (Montreal: Arctic Institute o f  
North America and McGill-Queen's University Press. 1976) 
pp. 60-64: Nikolai Nikolaevich Alekseev, "O strov Vrangelva." 
B u l le t in  o f  th e  F a r  E a s te rn  B r a n c h  o f  th e  A c a d e m y  o f  S c ie n c e s  
o f  th e  U .S .S .R .  (Vladivostok: 1932) No. 3-4. p. 83: L. V. 
G rom ov. O s t r o v  V ra n g e lv a  (M agadan: 1961) p. 24: Vilh- 
jalmur Stefansson. "The Russian Visit to Wrangel Island." 
appendix 9. T h e  A d v e n tu r e  o f  I V ra n g e l I s la n d ,  op. cit.. pp. 
393-394.

,N Vilhjalmur Stefansson. T h e  A d v e n tu r e  o f  W r a n g e l I s la n d ,  pp. 50- 
51.

”* Ordcr in-Council. approved 22 February 1913.

G ordon  W. Smith. "The Transfer o f  Arctic Territories from 
Great Britain to Canada in 1880. and some related matters, as 
seen in official correspondence." A r c t ic .  March. 1961. Vol. 14. 
N o. I. pp. 53-73.

"  Bartlett. T h e  L a s t  V o y a g e  o f  th e  K a r l u k .  op. cit.. p. 173.

The note o f  13 November 1916 stated in part:

Le Gouvernment IM PERIA L prolite de cette occasion pour 
I'aire ressortir qu'il eonsidere aussi com m e I'aisant partie in- 
tegrante de I’ Empire les iles Henriette. Jeannette. Bennett. 
Herald et Oujedinemia. qui forment avec les iles Nouvelle 
Sibarto. Wrangel et autres situees pres la cote nsiatique de 
I'Empire. une extension vers le nord de la plate forme eoniinen 
talc de la Siberie.

8



Le Gouvernmenl IM PERIA L n ’a pas juge necessairc de 
joindre a la presente notification les iles Novaia Zemlia. 
K ologoucv, Kolgouev, Waigatch et autres de moindres dimen­
sions situecs pres la cote europeene de I’ Empire. etant donne 
que leur appanenance aux territoires dc I'Empire se trouve 
depuis des siecles universellement reconnue.

41 It should be noted that unsupported claims advanced by the 
Imperial Russian Government in the above note were rejected 
by the United States in 1902, as part o f  the "W haling and Seal­
ing Claims Against Russia." Herbert H. D. Peirce. F o re ig n  
R e la t io n s  o f  th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s ,  1 9 0 2 .  A ppendix I. 
(Washington: G P O . 1903). pp. 18 and 107. Fedor Fedorovich 
Martens, the legal counsel for the Imperial Russian Ministry o f  
Foreign Affairs, rejected the notion that Russian sovereignty 
extended northward into the Arctic. He contended that the 
marginal seas north o f  the Russian mainland were M a r e  
L ib e r u m  from the judicial point o f  view. F. F. Martens. "D u  
territoire de I'etat". T r a i t e  d e  d r o i t  in t e r n a t io n a l ,  trans. Alfred 
Leo. (Paris: 1883) v. 1. pp. 495-496.

44 Stefansson. T h e  A d v e n tu r e  o f  W r a n g e l  I s la n d ,  op . cit. p. 95.

4> Ibid. pp. 128-131.

4,1 Colonial Secretary to G overnor General: confidential dispatch 
No. 537. Cited in Bretton G . Sciaroni. T h e  U .S .  C la im  to

W r a n g e l I  I s la n d .  Contract Study No. 1722-620057 p re p a re d  

for the U.S. Department o f  State on February 4. 1976. p 15.

44 Affidavit o f  22 March 1977 by Hilda Koonuknowrunk Weber, 
one o f  the American prisoners.

41J a p a n  A d v e r t is e r .  27 January 1925.

4" On 7 M ay 1884 the U.S. Congress passed "A n  Act providing a 
Civil Government for A laska", c. 53. 23 S ta t .  a t  L a r g e  2 4 .  
That act adopted Oregon law providing it docs not conflict 
with other provisions o f  Alaskan law. This A ct extended to 
Alaska "A n  Act Adopting the Statutes and Laws o f  the 
Territory o f  Iowa and the Com m on Law.”  O re g o n  A c ts  a n d  
L a w s  P a s s e d  b y  th e  H o u s e  o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  a t  a  M e e t in g  
H e ld  in  O re g o n  C i t y ,  A u g u s t ,  1 8 4 5  (New York: N. A. 
Phemister Com pany. 1921) p. 16. It should be remembered 
that the A ct o f  12 August 1845 became part o f  the laws o f  the 
Territory o f  Oregon through "A n  Act to Establish the 
Territorial Government o f  O regon” , o f  14 August 1848. c. 
177. 9 S ta t .  a t  L a r g e  3 2 3  (known as the Oregon Organic Act. 
Laws o f  the Territory o f  Iowa, passed at the Extra Session o f  
the Legislative Assembly, begun and held in the City o f  
Burlington: J. H. M. Kenny. 1840. and Des M oines: Historical 
Department o f  Iowa, 1902) c. 85.
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  R E A L  P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R S H I P '  “L
o  -

A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  o f  L a n d s  -  •    .* r _ r g323 E. 4th Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska 99501 . * " i s . p
r " c  »

-5-th- day, of _-'p>irn?ry, i 0 7?_____
R e c o r d e r l s j  D a t e  S c a b q  >7°, 

1 C .31 V I - c  ! ' •
J .  S £ / c > £ H £ x Z

i •;.> ! U  S S ASi3  A L & E l & Z, 

C . A U P O ^ r A

^ 5 3 5 0
Kiiordf:'* InlcUU___________

JUcordcr** flUa* 5**\

.1 , E v e r e t t  P .  V / o o d ,  A d n i n i s t r a t o r , E s t a t e  o f  

. R s l o h  Lor>.sn.hercby staCe that ‘:my scrccl: af>d

post office • address is i . ^ 7 ^ 7  3 5 t h  A v e h u s  I I . E .

S e a t t l e , W a s h i n g - t o n  o g .1 0  5 g n r i  t h ? t .  t  ? tt +hf»

- -Tor -hhn Estntr*. of Ra.1fh Lcrpn ._
w h o  " w a s  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  u n d e r ’ th e -  f i r m ‘n a r . e  a n d  s t y l e . ' o f '  LOMSN 'BROTHERS, 

/ • ' i s  t h e ' l e g a l  ov.Tier o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i b e d  r r o r - g r t v  l o c a t e d  i n ' t h e  

U n o r g a n i z e d  B o r o u g h ,  H o n e  R e c o r d i n g  D i s t r i c t  o f  t h e -  S e c o n d  J u d i c i a l  •: 

. D i s t r i c t , '  A l a s k a . - .  * aCTe o f  person filing this statement if other than legal ovner

E v e r e t t  P .  V / o o d .  "  - L e g a l  D e s c r i p t i o n . . ^ e

T h e  r e g a i n i n g  l a n d s  o f  R a l p h  L o r . e n  c a n  b e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h a t  p o r t i o n  
o f  ■ f r a n g e l l  I s l a n d  ( a . k . a .  Hew C o l u m b i a  L a n d ) ,  o f  t h e  A r c t i c  . O c e a n ,  r e ­
r e c o r d e d  a t  t h e  Horae R e c o r d i n g  D i s t r i c t  i n  B o o k  2 S 1 ,  P a g e  8 2 2 - 8 2 3 ,  l e s s  
t h a t  p o r t i o n  c o n v e y e d  t o  I ! a r k  S e i d e n b e r g  o n  J u n e  ?J'r, 1 9 ? 6  r e c o r d e d  a t  t h e  
Nome R e c o r d i n g  D i s t r i c t  i n  3oo- . :  2 ? 3 ,  P a g e  zr f J i - ^ S 2 .  .7 r a n  g e l  I  I d a .  i d  i s

('J»* addition*! 1  pac* on rovcrsr »Llr !? RCCtmry)

*Name o f  p r e v i o u s  o v n e r  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r i o r  to  LOI-IEDf 3 R 0 T : i 3 R 3  o u r c i i r . s e  w a s  S T E P A ViSSL 

A R C T I C  E X P L O R A T I O N  £  D 3 Y 2 L 0 P K 2 M T  COKFAICY, L T D .Full title (patent or deed) to the above described property was acquired on 1 Aoril . -
192*1-_____________ _(date). CL'-w i ^

( A d m i n i s t r a t o r ) c ' -■/ ,  S ' f c ~ '
• . ' - * — ... E v e r e  fc*c ? .  ..o o d  f

1 •••—-.r E s t a t e  o f  R a i c h  L on er .

S t a t e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  ) 
C o u n t y  o f  K i n g  ) "

______________ b e i n g  f i r s t  d u l y  s v o r non oath, each for himself and not for the other, deposes and says:That (he) (they) (is) (are) the identical person(s) described in and who executed the above and foregoing Statement of Real Property Ownership and that (he) (they) (has)  (have) read the same and kr.ow(s) the contents thereof and that the same is tr.ie.
S u b s c r i b e d  a n d  S w o r n  t o  b e f o r e  m e  t h i s  /  X .£ , d a y  o f  .— / .v?

■ y
/ A  /  ■< //  — ' ''I

v (S E A L )   it. ^ /



a b o u t  1 . 7 ‘ -0 s q u o / e  r . i i o r ;  in. : r o a  and. i s  l o s e t v d  i n  t h e  ’.-id L.’. r c - . i e
O c e a n ]  a b o u  k t h r e e  h u n / r  v.'  r: i. ).0 T n o r  t lvver . t  o f  I ' o i n k  N o p e .  T h e  e r e  •; o f  - h e  
L T . B . Z .  " J o h n  R o d g e r s "  m a d e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s u r v e y  f o r  t h e  'J. 3 .  G o v e r n m e n t  
b e t w e e n  2 c  A u g u s t  a n d  1 3  S s o t e r . b o r  1 8 8 1 .  C a p t a i n  C a l v i n  I . .  H o o p e r ,  C33:
(defacto governor of Alaska) with a party from.the U. S. Revenue-Marine 
Steamer "Thomas Corwin" landed on Wrangell Island on 1 2  August 1881 and t o o k  

formal possession in the none of the United States Government based on the 
right of discovery by the American Barque "llile" in 185'/. The 11.3. Coast an 
Geodetic Service then placed Wrangell Island in the district'of Alaska.
It should be noted that Atherton Mountain is situated on the remaining 
lands of Ralph Lomen and listed in the following as part of Alaska:

U. S. Geological Survey Bulletin #169, by Henry Canne 
"Altitudes in Alaska", (Washington: GPO, 1900).

U. 3. Geological Survey Bulletin #187, by Marcus Baker 
'. "Geographic Dictionary of Alaska", (Washington: GFC, 1902}.

' ' /*■* •' * j • . 1 ; „

U. S. Geological Survey Bulletin #27*1-, by Henry Gannett 
' "A Dictionary of Altitudes .in the United States",

(Washington: GFC., 1906 ).

U . S .  Geological Survey Bulletin #299, by Marcus Baker 
& James McCormick, "Geographic Dictionary of Alaska", 
(Washington: GFO, 1 9 0 6 ).

U. S. Geological Survey Professional Paper #567, 
by Donald J. Orth, "Dictionary of Alaska Place Names"
First printing, (Washington: CPC, 196 7 ).

U. S. Geological Survey Professional Paper #567, . ;
by Donald J. Orth, "Dictionary of Alaska Place Hanes", Revised, 
Second printing, (Washington: GPC, 1971).

U. S. Geological Survey Professional Paper # 5 6 7 ,
by Donald J. Crth, "Dictionary of Alaska Place Hemes", Revised,
Third printing, (Washington: GPC, 1975)•

U. S. Geological Survey Professional Paper # 5 6 7,
by Donald J. Crth, "Dictionary of Alaska Place Hanes", Revised,
Fourth printing, (Washington: GPO, 1977).



U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r

S T E W A R T  L .  U D A L L ,  Secretary

G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y

W i l l i a m  T .  P e c o r a ,  Director

l / o r  saa l e  Ijv  t h e  S u p e r f t e ' t i l e m  o f  D o c u m e n t s ,  L ' .S  ( . i o v e r n m e n t  I’ r i iU m i ;  O i l i e r  

•Vaslt n u t o n .  D . C .  2 0 1 0 2  • ? » ! ' ! '



U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
RESTON, VIRGINIA 22092

J a n u a r y  10, 1978

D e a r M r .  S e id e n b e r g :

I n  r e g a r d  t o  y o u r  n o t e  o f  December 2 1 , 1 9 7 7 ,  p a p e r  w o rk a u t h o r i z i n g  
p r i n t i n g  o f  G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y  r e p o r t s  i s  k e p t  on f i l e  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ;
a c c o r d i n g l y ,  p a p e r  -work f o r  t h e  1967 and 1971 e d i t i o n s  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l

P a p e r  567 h a s  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d .  The 1975 and 1977 r e p r i n t i n g s ,  w h ic h  

a r e  e x a c t  r e p r i n t s  o f  t h e  1971 e d i t i o n ,  w ere  o r d e r e d  by th e  GPO 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  Docum ents and t h e r e f o r e  any q u e s t i o n s  on th e s e  

m ust be d i r e c t e d  to  Ms. J o y c e  M. M a k e l ,  G overnm ent P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  

P r o c u r e m e n t  S e c t i o n ,  P . O .  Box 1 5 3 3 ,  W a s h in g t o n ,  DC 20013.

We a r e  e n c l o s i n g  c o p ie s  o f  pages I I I ,  I V ,  and 91 f o r  t h e  1967 and 

1971 p r i n t i n g s ;  c o p ie s  o f  pages fr o m  t h e  1975 and 1977 p r i n t i n g s

ca n  be o b t a i n e d  fr o m  Ms. M a k e l .

Em anuel P. James



D I C T I O N A R Y  O F  

A L A S K A  P L A C E  N A M E S

B y  D o n a l d  J. O r t h

G E O L O G I C A L  S U R V E Y  P R O F E S S I O N A L  P A P E R  5 6 7

‘ T h e  principal n a m e s  listed conform with nomenclature established 

through decisions o f  the U.S. B o a r d  on Geographic N a m e s  or are 

recognized by the B o a r d  as standard n a m e s  f o r  use on Federal m a p s  

a n d  other publications

R e p r i n t e d  1 9 7 1
W IT H  M INOR REVISIONS

E X I T E D  S T A T E S  G O V E R N M E N T  P R I N T I N G  O F F I C E ,  W A S H I N G T O N  : 1967



91 Atlii;garu

A ltn  I-l.n:il i
sltltlll, VI'I .'Mill M  llltl 

,slunil. it 4 mi. m ri>‘ ' in Neckcr | 
■ i.ivl ill H u .i i id f  1 , 1 7  mi SW  •'( | 

v A n  l i . ;  riii MOM V  N. 1 :!ri , 2 9 '0 0 "
■|l 5 ) .  I ' m  A l . ikou M .l iu l ,  O i l i o v

ingit Ind ian  name reported in IflOO by 
jn  Vusiliov t h e  /nil.  I K N ;  fjnlilixln.-cl by Lt. 

j jr i i l i rv  ( I02C, iii.ip 1 9 ) ,  1RN, as “ OfsirnvJ 
Aiaku," o r  " A t a k u  Is lan d ."

.\t.iniiI.; totality,  s i t  A tnnik.
Audit: b r a i n y .  on  C h u k ch i  Sea coast, 7 mi. 

,SE ol 1'iiiiit Belt her iinil 20  mi. N K  of Wain* 
wight. A rct ic  P l.i in; 7 0 *5 0 '  N ,  159*21 '  W ;  
(map 1 4 6 ) .  V a r .  Ahtenm uk, Ataniek, Atnik, 
Att.in.ik, Atiuie.

Formrr Eskimo village reeordcti on  Drit.
. ‘ Adm. Chart  59 9  ( 1 8 2 7 - 5 5 ) ,  a i  " A l t a n a k . "  

Lt. L. A .  Zagoskin , 1R N , reported the nam e 
ss “ A t in ik q "  in  1847. Its popu la t ion  was 
given as XI in the 1890 U.S . Census.  T h e  
dime m ay m ean "s tra igh t ."

Auyak M o u n ta in :  m o u n t a i n ,  3 ,000  ft., 3 .5  mi.
E of K a g a n  L ake  and  00  mi. N E  o f  C o n d ­
uces, K i lbu rk -K u v k ok w im  M l * . ; 5 9 *5 2 '  N, 
159*57' W ;  ( m a p  5 3 ) .  t^ar. Ataaiach 
Mountain. Ataaiak  M ou n ta in ,  Ah-tah-ai-ak .

Eskimo name reported  in 1898 by J. E. 
Spurr an d  VV. S. Post, U SG S.

Atayak M o u n ta in :  m o u n t a i n ,  see A ta-ai-ach
Mountain.

Aitha Island: n lan i l ,  see A tk a  Island.
Aithaka Island: i.land,  see M id d le to n  Island.
Airli.ilugiiniiul: locality,  sec A icha lu k .
Atchaluk: locality,  " in  the K u*knkw :m  district."  

Var. A ic lia luguuuut.
Formrr Eskimo rninp o r  village listed as 

"Atchahiguim ui"  with a popu la t ion  o f  30 in 
die 1880 Census.

Atchclik R iver :  s t r e a m ,  sec A ir  hi lik River.
Auhercdina, P o in t :  p o i n t  of l a n d ,  see A ch ercd in
“  Point.
Aldita Island: island,  see Atka Island.
Auho'-kovcriishka4: lull, see C u ll  Hill.
.Mchueelingak S lo u g h :  s t r e a m ,  see A tch uelingu k  

River.
Aichuclinguk R iv e r :  s t r e a m ,  heads at 6 3 * 0 2 '  N , 

161*27' W ,  flows S W  165 mi. to Y u k on  R iver ,  i 
25 mi. W .  o f  M arshall,  Y u k -a -K u s k o k w im  
Delta, G l * 5 7 '3 0 "  N, 1 6 2 '5 0 ' 0 0 "  W .  (m a p  | 
74). V a r .  C hu i lnak  R ivet  C hu ilanu k  R iver,  | 
Five Day S lough ,  A tchueelingak  S lough.

Eskimo name first appear ing  as “ C h u i la n u k "  ■ 

on a licldshert by R. H. Sargent, U S G S ,  dated 
1916. Sargent notes that it is tlir " o w c r  end 
o( 5 day  Sl[nughl. It lakes 5 days to row  
through this s lou ch  herausc it is so sinuous."  i 
The speiling has been m odified  to " A t c h u c h n -  : 
guk" on recent m aps  to runlortn m ore  closely | 
with pronunciation  It refers in m eaning  ' o  
"w.iler that isn't roily “

\trhu Island: i . l and,  see A tk a  Island.
Vi I C ru  s ii t e n m .  see AhIt'll Creek, 

k.i Ivl.inil: n / . i lu / ,  sec Atka Island.
V.hrrlvn Mountain n w u n la in .  " I I . T . 'O  feet 

hnfli I "Q vin1111 shore <4 Wrangell island. I 
\n tie pi ran ."

9
" S o  nam ed l>v the Flritish A dm ira lty ,  18(14." 

( l laker,  I9Mh p. I " / ) .
A t iga tu  Point :  p o i n t  nj l a n J ,  on  coast  o f  Beau- 

fort Sea, extends E into Hat risen Ray, A rct ic  . 
P la in ; 7 0 * 3 3 '  N . 151 "4 2 '  W ;  (m a p  119) 
1'nr. A l- l igga -ru ,  A l l ig .u u .

Eskimo name |mhlisheil on  M aguire 's  m ap  
(G reat  Dritain, 1054. fa t ing  p. I8ti) as " A l u -  
g a ru ,"  and  on  Surgeon  Joh n  S im pson 's  m ap  o f  
about the same date ,is " A t - l i g g a -n i . "  O r th  
was told by an A naktuvuk Pas* Eskimo in 
1956  that it may m ean " o ld  m a t "  (a t ig a ru a k ) .  

A t igu n  R iv e r :  s t r e a m ,  in F.ndirott  M ts. ,  heads 
at g lacier  trnninus, Mows NF- 45  mi. to S aga- 
vanirktok R iver  20  mi. S o f  i u  ju n r .  with R ib -  
don  R iver,  Brooks R a . : 6 8 * 3 1 '3 0 "  N, 149*- 
Ol 'OO" W :  (m a p  13 5 ) .

Eskimo name reported in 1956 by U S C S ,  
A t ik :  lake,  sec  Atuk Lake.
A t i lc cg 6 w ra k :  w a t e r  p a s s a g e ,  see Atil igorak I n ­

let.
A ld ig a u rak  Inlet :  w a t e r  p a s s a g e ,  sec Atil igorak  

Inlet.
j A t i l ig au za q :  w a t e r  p a s s a g e ,  sec Ati l igorak Inlet.
I A t i l ig orak  Inlet :  w a t e r  p a s s a g e ,  be tw een  a la- 
) g o o n  and  C h u k ch i  Sea, 8 .3  mi. N  o f  C a p e  j
I Kruscnstcrn, K o t i e b u c -K o b u k  L o w . ;  6 7 * 1 4 '  I
j .V, 16 3*45 '  W ;  (m a p  1 2 0 ) .  V a r .  AtilcegGw- I
> rak, Atil igaurak Inlet, Ati l igauzaq.

Eskimo nam e m eaning  " litt le  ou t le t , "  rc-  ;
I ported  in 19G6 by £ .  S. Lurch .  I

A r n a a i j - locality,  sec Atinak.
A tin ah k :  locality,  see Atinak.

: A t in ak :  locality,  neck o f  ’.and betw een  Ipiavik j 
and Itnisyook Lagoons, 10 ini. SK o f  K ivalina , I

I X o t z e b u e - K o b u k  L o w . ;  6 7 * 3 0 '  S ,  164*12 '  W ;  !
! ' m a p  1 2 3 ) .  V a r .  A tinaaq , Atinahk .

F.skimo name reported in 1966 by E. S. 
Burch. i

A tk a :  tillage,  pop. 119, o n  N’aran Bay, o n  E ;
, coast o f  A tk a  L ,  A leut ian  Is.;  5 2 * 1 2 '  N ,  174*- •

12' W ;  B C . \  19 4 5 ;  (m a p  18 ) .  V a r .  Atkha, 
N aian .

N am ed  for  A tk a  Island. R e p orted  as :
! " A ' .k h a "  by Schw atka  (1 8 8 5 ,  p. 1 1 5 ) ,  U S A .  •

R e c o rd e d  in 1839 as " K a z a n , "  with a popu la -  |
! t ion o f  23 5 ,  in the 1880 Ccnsu* by PetrofT i

( 1884, p, 16 ) .  A tka post off ice ssas m ain -  J
tam ed  1 9 3 8 -5 7  (R ieks ,  1965, p. 5 ) .

A tk a  Is lan d :  island,  55 mi. long , largest o f  
A n d r e a n o f  I*., A leut ian  I s . ; 5 2 * 0 7 ' N ,  174*30 '  i 
VV; ,7(7,V  7/390; (m a p  1 3 ) .  V a r .  A l c h a  Island, 
A l c h a  Island, A teh ka  ts 'and, A tch u  l i la n d ,  . 
A tg h ka  Island, A tkha isle, O strov  Atka.

Aleut nam e rrportcd  by early Russian i
traders; published .is " A t c h u  I s la n d "  Ijy Rev, 
C o x e  <1730, p. 1 5 6 } ;  “ A tg h k a "  by Capt.  C o o k  !
(• .7"5, V. 2, p. 5 0 3 ) ,  R N ;  " A t k h a  ! ! c , "  by  j
C ap t .  L u tk c  (1 0 3 6 ,  p. ' 0 7 ) ;  IR S ’ ; " O fs t rov !  
A t k a "  o r  “ A tk a  Is lan d ,"  on  the 1840 Russian :
H y d rog .  D ept.  C hart  1490, and  by C ap t .  j
' 'Y b e n k o v  (1 8 5 2 ,  man 2 7 ) ,  !R N .

A tk a  Lake: la k e ,  9.1 mi. across, on  west-central 
Saint G e o r g e  1., in 1'ribilnf Is.;  5 6 * 3 4 ’ 4 3 "  N , 
I6 9 * 3 9 '2 5 ‘ ' W ;  (m a p  311). V a r .  Naro'a iri- 
an 'vi.

T h is  nam e is a translation o f  the A leut  
name, " N a r o 'a m .a n 'y i , "  record ed  by  Putnam

I 1*103, p .  1 0 1 5 ) ,  U S O J :G S , and "so  calico* by 
Aik.i  I island in the Aleutians) natives having 
lived m  ilic v ic in ity ."  The name was p u b ­
lished iu 1(198 hy USC1&GS.

A tk a  I'avs: w a t e r  p a s s a g e ,  5 mi. across, in 
A m lr r a n o f  Is. bet seen Atka and Ogludak Is 
A leutian Is. ; 5 2 * 0 0 '  N . 1 7 5*22 '  W ;  D C .S 
79.76; ( m a p  III).

N am ed  fur A tka I. by  m em bers  o f  the U S 
N avy  Aleutian Island Survey Expedit ion  of 
1934 ;  published by  the U S C & G S  iu the 194 1 
A leutian Coast  l'ilut (p .  1 0 4 ) .

Alkasak: village,  see M c a d c  River.
A iknsuk :  village,  sec M c a d c  River.
A tk h a :  village,  see A tka.
A tkha Is lan d : island,  see A tk a  Island.
A tk in  Is land :  island,  see Atkins Island.
A tk ins Island: island,  2 mi. lon g ,  in Shumagir 

Is. N E  o f  Little K o n iu j i  L, A leutian Ra. 
5 5 * n 3 '3 0 "  N, I 5 9 * 1 8 '3 0 ' '  W ;  (m a p  27) 
V a r .  A tk in  Island.

N am ed  ab out  1080 by W .  H .  Dal! 
U S C i G S ,  for  the fislung sc h o o n e r  M i n n i e  C  

A t k i n s .

Atknulick, l i e :  isla n d ,  see A ikulik  Island.
A tkrito i :  rock s ,  sec D iscovery  Rocks.
Atkritoi B a y : b a y ,  see O tkrit i  Bay.
Atkrniglaza: r o c k ,  sec  Eye O p ener ,  T h e .
A iku l ik :  locality,  o n  A g a t tu  L ,  N ear  !*.,  Alcutiar 

Is.;  (m a p  13).
F orm er  A leut  settlement o r  c a m p  listed b 

H o d g e  (1 9 0 7 ,  p. l l l ) , U A E ,
Atkulik  Is land: island,  c lcv .  725  ft., 1 mi. across 

4  mi. SF, o f  N akcliam ik I .  and 26  ini. E. o 
Chignik , in P an l ie  O c e a n ,  A leutian Ra. 
5 6 * If.' N , 157*44 '  W  (m a p  3 1 ) .  V a r .  A l  
kunk, He A tkouiirk , Ostruv  Atkulik.

Native name, shown as " I [ l c )  A lk ou l i c k "  b; 
von  Kruscnstcrn 1 1027, m ap  2 0 )  and  as " (G »  
trovj A tk u l ik "  by the. Russian H y d rog .  D cpi  
( 1047, C ha rt  1 3 7 9 ) .

Atkulik, O s t r o v :  island,  see Atkulik  Island.
A tk u n k :  island,  sec Atkulik  Island.
A l la  Creek :  s t r e a m ,  heads in Ind ian  Mts., Bow 

W  12 mi. to K oyuku k  R iver,  6 mi. N N E  • 
Hughes, K o k r in c s -H o d z a o a  H ig h . ;  6 6 *0 8 '  7 
1 3 4 * 1 0 ' W ;  (m a p  U S ) .

Indian familv natiir record ed  at  Hughes i 
1956 bv Orth .  A r r h d c a r o n  Stuck  ( 1914b, ; 
1 7 0 -1 7 1 )  m entioned  an In d ia n  called " Q !  
A t lc r , "  -who lived in this area in 1909.

A t 'a s  C reek :  s t r e a m ,  flows SE  2 mi. to  Quart  
Creek w h ich  llows to K ou ga ru k  R iver,  48 m 
S W  o f  Im uruk  Lake, Sew ard  Pcnin. High. 
6 5 * 2 2 ’ N ,  104*45 '  W ;  (m a p  11 0 ) .

Prospectors'  name reported  in 1906 by A. I: 
Brooks ( in  C o l l ie r  and  others, 1908, pi. 9 
U S C S .

Atlasta C reek :  s t r e a m ,  flows S 3.2  mi. to Lo> 
C abin  Lake, S o f  G lenn  H ig h w a y ,  21 tin. \ 
o f  G lennallrn , C o o p e r  R iv er  Basin ; 62*04*30 
N, 140*1 TOO" W ;  (m a p  8 3 ) .

N;unc derived from  a roadhouse  which w. 
named from  a ch an ce  remark o f  the owner 
w ife  on  Cnmplclinn o f  d ie  first Iniilui/ig, " /  
:ist a hou se ."

A t - l igg .v ru :  p o i n t  o /  l a n d ,  see A l ig a r u  Point
A tl iggaru :  /mini . . /  l a n d ,  sec Halkett , Cape



December 2.9, 1977

SUBJECT: Wrangell Island, Alaska and the "giveaway"
to U.S.S.R.

To Whom It May Concern:

At the November 10, 1974 Schmitz Fest, Phoenix Club, Orange 
County, I was told*that the U.S. Department of State had 
plans to enter in secret agreements with the U.S.S.R. to 
drop its claim of title of sovereignty over Wrangell Island 
of the Arctic Ocean and recognize the claim of the U.S.S.R.' 
over it, without going to Congress. I was shown*photo copies 
from the following government documents to prove that 
Wrangell Island of tie Arctic Ocean was part of the State 
of Alaska:

*U.S. Geological Survey Bulletin “169, by henry Gannett 
"Altitudes in Alaska", Washington. GPO, 1900

*U.S. Ceological Survey Bulletin “187, by Marcus Baker 
"Geographic Dictionary of Alaska", Washington. GPO, 1902

*U.S. Geological Survey Bulletin i}274, by Henry Gannett 
"A Dictionary of Altitudes in the United States", 
Washington. GPO, 1906

I was also showr?*photo copies of the following to prove the 
U.S. Government took formal possession of Wrangell Island 
of the Arctic Ocean by Captain Calvin L. Hooper, U.S.
Revenue Marine (Nov/ known as the U.S. Coast Guard) on the 
12th day of August, 1881. (NOTE: The Treasury Department
administered our Alaskan possessions between 1877 and 1884. 
Captain Hooper in 1881 was head of the Bering Sea Patrol, 
v/hich made him the de facto governor of Alaska when he took 
Wrangell Island for the U.S. Government.):

*Treasury Department Document £429, Washington. GPO, 1883

*H. Ex. Document #105, U.S. 47th Congress, 2nd Session, 
Washington. GPO,1883

*S. Ex. Document “204, U.S. 48th Congress, 1st Session, 
Washington. GPO,1884



< J o h n  G .  S c h m i t z

Member of 91st and 92nd Congress

JGS/r.r
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If should lie noted tlmt I here wriR absolutely no <Iefenr.c proRc.it a t tlic pro- 
llmlnnry hearing* ; I lie accused Is oven refused nceess to tlie rode o f  lawa used In 
the prclimtnnry Invcsilgutlon. TIihh, a person who hnd not. been acquainted with 
Hie Inw prior to Ills arrest In unable to defend himself.

The trial took place 011 21-27 May 1071. Tly thin lime the Jewish trlfils coined 
widespread notoriety In the tree world nnd the authorities, afraid of adverse 
publicity nnd further lenka on what was Ir.klnc plnce, conducted the trials with 
treat haste: the trial took tw o  n n d  a h a l f  d a j/.t in s te a d  o f  te n  d < i\n . Departure 
from established procedure consisted above all In continuously Interrupting the 
accused nnd preventing them from expressing themselves. The accused w ere : A. 
Sltpll'licrg (sentenced to 3 yenra), 11. Aleksandrovich (1 yonr), II. M aflscr (1 
year), and myself (2 years). I believe that we received such short terms only 
iieennse of the widespread publicity nnd support given our trial In the free world. 
Without this support all o f us would hnvo been sentenced to -1 to 7 years. Initially, 
Arllclo fifi, which carries sentences ranging from 20 yenra to the death pennlly, 
was to lie applied In sentencing its. The government, noting tin; publicity Hint the 
trials were accorded iu tho free world nnd desirous o f (maintaining an npfiear- 
ance of Judicial propriety, substituted Article (15 o f the Orlmlnal Code by Article 
70. which provides sentences ranging from 0 months to 7 years. Even In terms 
o f this article the sentences imposed wore m ih l .  The effect of public opinion In 
the free world on the course of our trials nnd on the sentences imposed oimst he 
stressed once ngaln, nnd compared with the sentence meted out at the first 
Leningrad trial o f December 11)70, whose severity, in my opinion, was due to the 
Insufficient attention anil support I he trial received In the W est before the 
sentence were passed. The protest by the West nfter the sentences were passed 
bellied prevent the lm|>osltloii o f  dentil sentences, hut dhl not essentially reduce 
the severity o f the sentencing since the article under which the sentences were 
passed and the terms imposed remnlned practically the same.

I served my sentence In I’ ot'ma (form erly Dubrovlng). The network o f estab­
lishments In Pot'ma is known na "Institution ZI1KI1 3R5". The ZI1KI1 Institution 
Includes enoups for  both political prisoners nnd criminals, end men as well ns 
women. .The political prisoner camps Included zones 10, 17, nnd 3, and were strict 
regime zones, Zone 3 also Included a camp for women political prisoners. The 
nhnvc mentioned zones hntl upnrnximatcly 2000 prisoners. The complex o f  In­
stitutions for political prisoners nlso Included the Vladimirskaya prison, where 
prisoners particularly distasteful to the authorities are held.
C o n d i t io n *  o f  c o n f in e m e n t

The factor which determines the nature o f  confinement In political labor camps 
at present is that their nlans arid objectives are still the sam e: ns before, con­
finement In pollticnl labor cnmps Is designed not only to remove n person from 
society, hut to force people to renounce their views nnd convictions, give up all 
participation in public affairs. Thus the objective o f  a labor camp remains un­
changed: what 1ms clmngcd are the menus for achieving the ob jective ; fo r  at 
present (he quick physical annihilation o f political prisoners Is no longer i>orsI- 
blo In the Soviet Union, so that annihilation Is achieved through a slow process 
n.' destruction over a period o f  many yeurs.

Continuous malnutrition, nnd the constant nervous tension to which the 
pris-mor Is subjected In his environment, In the essence o f  this method. As Lhe 
yer rsgo by. this Inevltnldy lends to physical nnd psychic disabilities. The physical 
illness o f  a prisoner means thnl the first state o f  his subjugation has been at­
tained. The prisoner’s medical Irentinent depends very much on Ills attitude to­
ward his political views. A person who does not renounce his political convic­
tions receives practically no medical aid. In a labor camp such people arc con­
demned to slow deterioration nnd death. The best example o f  how this method 
works 1s the death o f Yuri Cnlanskov. He held nut for 0 oC the 7 years o f  his 
seiilrnco (he was forced to work when his physical conditions was extremely 
lutd—lintil the very end !)

Jewish prisoners who do not renounce their convictions, who do not repudiate 
their desire to lonvc for  Israel, nrc In u similar position. Some o f these prisoners 
are seriously 111. A c t n n l ln  t h r u  w i l l  x u f f r r  th e  tome f n l c  n r  GofotiiAot), i f  n o  
r p r r i n t  i n t r r f n r r n n :  l i t  m a d e  o n  t l i e i r  h c h n l f  t  The attention o f the authorities Is 
directed particularly toward the Jewish prisoners, for they not only don’ t re­
nounce I heir political convictions, hut, on the enn.rary, protest actively.

The best o f the political prisoners o f  other nationalities understand nnd respect 
the struggle o f the Jcw.'sh prisoners fo r  their national liberation.

M ik iia ii. Sm:ri>iiKi.ovtcii.
Taken down by 0 . Elina.

T o : The Scnntc o f the United Stntos o f  America.
F rom : Itoza Kogan, 28 Scrcnl Street, Glvntaim, Israel.

REQUEST

My husband, Idol’ (Y ehuda) Kogan, n cit I n o f Israel, horn In I’ oland In 11)22. 
Was nrrestod on 7 June 1IM52 In Kiev during n tourist trip to the U.S.S.It., for 
which he received n vlsa-pcrmit from the Soviet Embassy In Israel.

lie  was arrested nnd sentenced (o 10 years o f  prison, accused o f deserting from 
tbe Soviet nnny. During U13 war (W orld  W ar II) my huslinnd was In the. Kovel 
ghetto, then with the partisans, then served 0 months In the Soviet nnny until 
July 11M5, nnd after that left fo r  Israel.

Now my husband hns now served 0 years nnd six months! W e are both 111; 
ten o f  the best years o f our lives have been anntchcd away from us! 1 beg your 
Intercession In obtaining his release In advance o f  the six remaining months o f  his 
sentence, and thereby help reduce the nddltlonul nnd undeserved suffer! ig  o f a 
fa m ily !

(My husband's address Is: Moscow, UChlt No. fillO /1, Zli. U. Idol' K ogan) 
Itespoctfully and g" .< tcfully,

R oxa. K ooan.

CeoEUBU 22, 1072.
•Mrs. Golda Mclr, [Israeli] Consul, arrived In Moscow on the day of 

Zhdanov’s death ; I was then working as a translator In one o f the offices o f  the 
MVD (M inistry o f Internal A ffairs) in Odessa. On the day o f her nrrlvnl I was 
sent to the M ctropol Hotel In M oscow to participate In u reception for  the guests 
In the guise o f  a w aiter; I wns Instructed to eavesdrop on everything Mrs. MHr 
was to sny In Yiddish. Since the guests were amiably received, 1 took the llbcrly  
o f asking her In Yiddish whnt the country which she represented wns like. She 
replied In Yiddish that it wns the first Jewish state in history fo r  Jews through­
out the world. A fter the reception w as over, I was sent directly to n prison In 
Odessa, fo r  someone had eavesdropped on me during the conversation nnd de­
nounced me to the KGB, saying I  w as a Zionist. I wns arrested, served a great, 
deal o f  time In prison, then released hut thrown out o f  my job, victimized for 
more than ten years, finally arrested again in 1058, thrown into prison, nnd 
without nny trial sent to the Am urskaya ASSR, and from there to Wrangel 
M u i .  * f ) m a  I  remained until 1002.

At tW s& srp  I  mnde the acquaintance o f  R udolf Trushnovich, a form er physl- 
cinn. Vasiliy Ivanovich Polyakov, a form er member (colonel) o f (lie Vlasov 
army, a large number o f SS nnd Gestapo G e r ' .ans, nnd many Italians, who hnd 
long been declared dead, but who are actus.;.? still living on Wrangel in lhe 
Belopolynr'ye. Among them : 1
1. Krem cr Ernest
2. Mgoler Paul
3. ICristover Otto

1 The list Of name* of POWs on Wr.mgcl iBland require!! further clarification, which the 
nuhrnmmlttcc Is trying to obtain. Spellings arc tn question, first, hceaus' the names wore 
written In by bnnil and some were not legible; nnd, necond, because Inaecn nclos It, spelling 
Inevitably urine when Ocrman nnd Italian names arc trnnsllleint-d from Lntln script to 
Cyrillic script for the camp record, anil tlien IrnnslllcrMcd back into Latin script Accord; 
Ing to Hhlfrln. -vho hns discussed the Wrangel Island matter several times wllli kn.inv. 
"koiloY" wftH in ft position tvhrrr hi* hnd accc** lo rnmp record*, but only In rnrt* wj*
lie able to get to know the POWs peraonnllv. The listing or Italian names sncgrsls that In 
the camp records the name wns given, together with the rank, the city <af residence, ni.,1 lhe 
date nf birth. In tlic case of name number it, "Mllnneso frndnll. lfiOI. Mie ndlerllte 
"Mllnncsn," meaning "from Milan," wns prohnblv used Instead nf Milan. Shift In r. ported 
to the subcommittee staff that n repreRenlnllve of nn Itnllnn committor which In tdlll seeking 
Information about missing POWs bail come to Israel tu Interview kor.lot. and tbev had 
been aide to match koiiic of the names of Italian POWs whom kot.lov lied met. or wlmse 
names tic had seen listed In the cninp records, against the list of missing ltnllaii I iIVVh 
believed lo be In the Soviet Union.
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4. A m liroM o V e r l lo — G5 y c n r s  o l d — O estn p o  
fi. Xulvnr.lno C n r d lo n — fUJ yen ra  o ld — d ie d  there  
0, M llnncsn  T n i d n l l — 100.1—
7. Ornelnncrn Vcronn— 1801)— chief o f  police
8. Vnrottn Firenze— 1001— captain
0. Olovnnnl f 71 Lnssn— 100."— SS Lieutenant

10. ltnsleilnno Vlvzlun— 1000— colonel
11. I.ccln VIvnus— 1010—colonel
12. I'ynlrettn. Plnreii7.n— 1000— died
I.1. Jnrndclln Pmtovn— 1003— SS
I I, Clovnnl Blnnchl—
10. Lulgl Compnnelln— 1001— SS 
1(1. Luccn Ilrnntyl { ? ] — 1005 
17. McsMnn Donnto— 101')— SS 

T te  eamp •* W rsnrel Island was (g^ CTfwcfaKRttMl1 w n p, where MflCtlltients 
werM aodnrtfU  on living people. The experiments were In the form o t  SSlgUffps. 
diem, wrycen tests on people who wore but were ASysMBtthnt
time (1002) nnd wore working very linrd In tne c t m p , 4 h ¥ t  guards nnd the ndmln- 
islrntlve sfnff were form er cnnvlrls. such ns V. N. Rurtnlkov, A. I. Vnsll'kov, n 
former convict nnd blg-tlme hnndlt; Iv. Nik. Ivnnnv, Nikolay Artomevich Pitn- 
nnv. The cnmp also liarl n milltnry guard for a special camp In which people were 
Irnlnod for  spjlW* Abrohd. That camp was headed b.v Ivan Ivanovich Shcvllov, a 
voternn M Y T r  trooper. There were also many others, Including Itallnn wnc pris­
oners. There wns nlso Ilnoul W allenberg, who had been 8wedlsh consul In 
rtndnpest during the war nnd who under the German occupation, nlded by money, 
helped .Tews escape from  Hungary, through Switzerland, Into other countries. 
When the Itusslnns entered Budapest, Rno il W allenberg was liniuedlotcly nr- 
rested nt the request o f  the milltnry commandant o f the city o f  BudnposL nnd 
sent h.v spcelnl trnln to Moscow. lie  v/ob then 27 yenrn old, nnd wns n l.ondsome, 
eduenled young mnn.

These nrc n few o f the innny fncta which I  know, having witnessed them per­
sonally. Unfortunntely I cannot sign my renl name [to the ntntement], ns I still 
hnvc some close relatives In Russln.

"K ozlov”
A true co p y : [A  stamp with Hebrew letters]

(N ote.— T he Senate Intcrnnl Security Subcommittee nttnchcs no significance 
to the mere fuel of the nppenrnnce o f the nnme o f an Indlvldunl or orgnnlzntlnn 
In thl3 Index.) A

E o it o iu a l  N o t e : There are several accepted ways of transliterating nnmes from 
Russian nnd Ukrainian Into English. The N e w  Y o r k  T im m ,  and most American 
newspnpcrs, for example, will render the cc sound which terminates innny Rus- 
slnn nnmes with the "y ". Librnry o f  Congress translators, howoyer, follow ing (he 
Llbrury o f  Congress stylo, use the L iters " ly " to reproduce lhe snmc sound. The 
,Vcio Y o r k  T im e s  uses the letter "1” to reproduce lhe so ft "1" sound In Russlnn. 
The Librnry o f Congress reproduces the so ft "1" with “ ’I". And so on through r. 
whole series o f  differences In spelling, which nevertheless result In virtually 
Identical pronunciations In English.

There will be differences, too, between transliteration o f nnmes nnd place 
names from Ukrainian into English by competent Ukrnlnlnn-Engllsh translators, 
nnd transliterations o f  the same names by competent Russlnn-Engllsh translators. 
For example, "K iev " Is the Russlnn-Engllsh trnnsHterntlon nnd “ K llv " the 
Ukrnlnlnn-Engllsh trnnsHterntlon for the snmc city In the Ukrnlnc.

Uccnuso the texts Incorporated In this testimony com e from  several different 
sources, the spelling w ill vary according to the source. In general In this Index 
we have followed the procedure ot listing nnmes under the dom inant Russlnn 
trnnsHterntlon. Although the spellings may vary Bllghtly from  one portion o f  the 
text to another, the reader should have uo difficulty In recognizing the nnrncs be­
cause o f the virtual uniform ity o f  pronunciation.
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1'.HU, The first slop in Tayshct was transportation camp No, 025, s ight 
alongside tho main Moscow-Vlatlivoslok line. Tliero was a very high 
fence around the camp, so that the camp could not he seen from tno 
railroad. Tho fcneo was higher at tho corner to conceal tho guard- 
towers,

TUB INCIDENT OF TUB RUSSIAN nEPATIUATES FROM CHINA

In November ’55, several days after Shifrin’s arrival at Tayshct, 
there wns a tragic incident involving repatriates from China. Shortly 
after the end of World W a r  II tho Soviets had launched a big c a m­
paign to entice White .Russians who had fled to China and other coun­
tries after lhe Revolution lo return to their motherland. M a n y  White 
Russians in Chinn were taken in by the lies and blandishments, and 
agreed to return with their children. The husbands were told that they 
would have, to go first, in order to get jobs and prepare homes for their 
families. Their wives and children would follow later. The husbands 

, were sent to concentration camps instead.
O n  tho day of tho incident, some prisoners, including White Rus­

sians from China, were standing on tno roofs of barracks in an effort 
to get a look at people in passing trains. A  train stopped outsido the 
camp and women and children got off. Some of the W m t e  Russians on 
tho roof recognized their wives. They shouted to each other. Tlic hus­
bands asked their wives what they were doing there, at a concentration 
camp. “W h a t  do you mean, concentration camp?” the w o m e n  shouted 

1 back. “Tho big sign on the fence says ‘Petroleum Storage Depot.’ ”
Tho guards broke up the exchange by pulling the men from the 

roofs and pushing the women back aboard the train. Shifrin docs not 
, know what happened to tho w om e n  afterwards. But before tho ex­
change was broken up by the guards the wom e n  told tho men that 
they had been informed that their husbands wanted them to join 
them.

SOME PEOPLE IN  TAYB1IETT

A m o n g  tho people Shifrin met in Tayshct were:
Aaron Yarkho, a Jewish general, w h o  had been Chief of Chemical 

warfare troops. Assigned to occupation duty in Germany, ho decided 
to defect and go to Israel. H e  was kidnapped from Milan in 1050 
while on his way to Israel.Siegfried Oclsncr, a Wchrmacht captain, hired in World W a r  
II. H o  told Shifrin that Tayshct had house*. A  least 500,000 P O W s  
at tho end of tho war. N o w  there were no more than 10,000. All tho 

t rest had died.
Oolsncr told Shifrin that the)' had been sent into tho forests with 

guards, had cut trees, built barracks and towers and fences. Then 
they mndo log roads from one camp to another, nnd from Tayshct to 
tho Bodayho gold mines. All the time, more and moro prisoners—  
hundreds of thousands of Japanese, etc.— arrived in the camps. Then 
there came prisoners from all over the U S S R .  Oclsncr said tho death 
rate at times was almost ten per 1,000 per day.

liaron DcSaintcur, a Frenchman, who said that ho had been kid­
napped from his office in Paris.Henri Ifcryurts, a French officer, who told Shifrin that ho had 
been a French major in Vienna, and had been kidnapped in 1919.

i ,
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There were also many Soviet Jewish intellectuals who had hrvu 
arrested nftcr Stalin’s death. The Jewish poet Grislm Birryo-kin 
said that ho had been with a largo group of Jewish writers arrested 
in 1917 and afterwards, and that most of them had been shot— in­
cluding Markish, Bcrgclson, nnd approximately 110 other writers.

From the transportation camp, Shifrin was sent to penal concentra­
tion camp No. 300, approximately 300 km. from Tayshct. Along the. 
entire route on both sides of the railway he saw an unbroken stretch 
of concentration camps. Sometimes they were interrupted for a mile 
or two, sometimes only a few hundred meters between camps. Faeli 
camp lmd its own cemetery nearby.

CRIME, rUNISIIMENT AND IlEHAniLITATlON IN THE U.S.S.R.

Shifrin makes the interesting observation tiint mnss political arrests 
in tho U.S.S.R. occur with remarkable regularity ut ten year inter­
vals— 1918, 1928,1938,1948,1958,19G9-72.
Shifrin believes that the phenomenon of the ter. year intervals 

and the fact that a great majority of tho prisoners served a minimum 
of ten years is due to the fact that in most eases men arc incapable of 
more than ten years hard labor in tho camps, and the camp popula­
tion had to be periodically replenished.

Prisoner labor on a mass scale was necessary for the Soviet regime 
because, in the absence of enormous economic incentives, no workers 
would normally g o  to God-forsaken places like Vorkuta, Karaganda, 
Norilsk', an# W r a n g e l  Island.

Shifrin w a s  tola by a  Government friend that prisoners account 
for 3 0 %  of labor force.
Tho severity of tho sentences handed down for political crimes, 

varied from one period to another. Thus, in the 1930s political pris­
oners were frequently sentenced to five years in the camps, while in 
1951 the twenty-five year sentence became an almost universal rule 
whether tho prisoner in question had committed espionage, or had 
simply told a joko about tho regime. Roughly 1958 there, was a formal 
moderation in jvcrity of sentence, when tho theoretical m a x i m u m  
was set at 15 years.

Like so m a n y  other Soviet reforms, this limited concession to lui- 
nmnitarianism turned out to be fraudulent. M a n y  criminal elements 
who had originally been sentenced to 25 years and had served more 
than 15 years were, in fact, released. But tho samo clemency was not, 
extended to political prisoners, who continued to serve their full 25 
year term. A m o n g  those released in 1972 after serving 25 years were 
Vladimir Gorbovoy, Ekaterina Zaritzkaya nnd Vnsili Pirns, while 
Mikhail Soroka died after twenty-four years in prison. There were 
many others.

Legal maximums and the length of sentence handed down meanl 
very little even in legal terms, because there were several legal devices 
forgetting around tlic limitation.
Prisoners who were originally sentenced to three to five years were 

frequently rcscntcnccd in the camps to another three to five, years. 
Shifrin met a Jewish Trotskyist by the name of Goldberg (or Mold- 
bnrt) in camp No. 01 in Tayshct in 1955 who told him that he had been 
arrested us a Trotskyist in 1934 and lie was then serving his fifth eon



tliforest nn'1 built highway, nnd Mien near this highway they built 
mil wav. A n d  I hoy (old me that now in m y  time— in 1954— it is here like 
resort.’Hut I here heard this from living corpses. In 1945, 19-10, 1947, 
1918 it— they told m e — wns days when people died in hundreds each 
dnv from starvation. They showed m e  kilometers of cemeteries on tho 
sido, nnd then, I told you, I have seen these cemeteries which go near 
tho railway. TJioy explained to m o  that along this railway was the 
Kwnntuiig A r m y  and hundreds of thousands of other P O W ’s. A n d  
it was truth. I don’t know how many died there— maybe million and 
maybo moro bccauso it is a GOO Icilomctcrs railway and highway, and 
on I ml li sides cemeteries without intervals.

W h e n  T came. I met. not millions of P O W ’s: I met only thousands. 
Hut wo know that iu Kwantung A r m y  wns million soldiers.
In 195G when they released thcso prisoners, I hnvo seen how they 

put them in tbo trains near our concentration camp. They brought 
them from all along tho railway; from all tho concentration camps, 
and I havo seen that it wns only some 10,000 people: Germans, French, 
Spanish, Japancso,

Now, try to understand how innny died here.'
I have seen only maybe hundreds of these German officers, and they 

told m o  that most of these prisoners of war died there. After 1956 K G B  
released other foreigners from Tayshct, it was citizens from Czecho­
slovakia, Poland, Iran, and other countries.

It wns also Belgian officers. W n s  maybe 12 to 15 of these officers. I 
don’t know w h y  they didn’t release them in 1950. I don’t know. They 
were t here, to 19G2. At the end of 1962 they released them.

W h e n  Queen nf Belgians cnmo to U.S.S.R.. she. ns*'"d to pro l|'ose 
officers and in big hurry came, K G B ,  to our concentration camp, lhe 
Belgians was in concentration camp No. 7 in Potmn because in these 
davs wo wns not in Tayshct; we wns in Potma.

T told you yesterday they brought us from Tavshet to Potma in 
1900, and these Belgians came together with us. Only in 19G2 K G B  
sent them homo. . .

Also in 1963 once I lmvc met with group of criminals winch came to 
our concentration camp, No. 7, and when I nsked them in which plpsc 
the.v were, they told m e  we were in Island of Wrangel. I J^ymd
of Wrangel! K G B  ha* concentration camps there?” They answered 
me, MYos: there is three concentration camps for prisoners of war and 
there, sits onlv big officers from Germany. Italy, France, nnd Spain.”

I didn’t believe them, but now in Israel i met with one m a n  in 1971—  
wo havo his letter; I would show his letter— and ho explained to me, 
this man. that he was also in Island of Wrnngol in 19G2 nnd ho have 
seen there three concentration camps with thousands of prisoners of 
wnr, and lie explained to m o  that they have in one concentration camp 
atomic reactor, and they make experiments on the live people with 
radiation. In another concentration camp, they havo experiments with 
physicians on the pcoplo and in third they hnvo submarines and they 
have, experiments with live people under water. A n d  it is big secret, 
nnd be was there in the group of prisoners which gave to the prisoners 
food; he. was not inside, secret camps. H o  have heard from other pris­
oners about Ibis work, and he sent, to you letter and I gave, to you this 
letter in which lie. wrote real names of these, prisoners in Wrangel.

137

Also ho told about two big people which ho met on Wrangel. One of 
them, Alexander Trushnovich, head of anti-Communist Russian orga­
nization, N T S :  ho wns kidnaped in 1953 from West Berlin. And- 
another m a n  which ho lmvc seen tlmro aud all the world don’t know 
nothing about his fate.; this man is Rnoul Wallenberg, diplomat of 
Sweden, consul in Budapest, who save many thousunds of Hungarian 
Jews from Nazis. They kidnap him in 1945, this mnn, und they always 
answer to free world that they don’t know nothing about this man.

Senator Gurney. D o  wo have the letter?
Mr. SnmtiN. Yes; you havo letter.
Senator G u r n e y. Proceed.
Mr. Shifrin. No; I think that is all I can tell about prisoners of war.
Senator Gurney. In sununnry, then, what you have said was that 

the. Russians kept their prisoners— nnd they probably captured hun­
dreds of thousands during the course of the wnr— ’for a period of 
10 to 15 years after tho war and used them for slave labor all during 
that time?
Mr. S hifrin. Yes: they also was in slave labor.
Senator GunNEY. A n d  probably a majority of them died in prison 

camps?
Mr. S hifrin. Yes; I am sure a majority.
Senator Gurney. A n d  then the other significant point wns that in 

this prison camp in Island of Wrangel there wns----
Mr. SinmiN. Italian, French, Spanish, and German.
Senator G u r n e y .  A n d  they used prisoners for medical experiments, 

which were atomic medical experiments, I suppose, to sec what the 
effect of radiation would be upon the liumnn body?
Mr. S hifrin. Yes.
Somvtor Gurney. Dc you have any other points that you want to 

cover, Mr. Shifrin, not on prisoners of war, but any other points?
Mr. SiimiiN. Yes; I wanted very much to tell you something about 

this Jewish process in Leningrad, this Jewish trial in Leningrad. 
W h e n  they arrest these 12 people and 1 girl in 1970, crime of these 
people wns only ono; they -want to go to Israel. A n d  all of these 12 
havo two and throe times refusal from Soviet Government when they 
gave documents and nslc permission to go to Israel. Then these, people 
decided to steal Russian plane, not hijack, but steal plane and to go 
to Sweden from Leningrad. It was their goal, ar.d they arrest them 
before they committed this crime. They arrest them on land, not in 
the plane. They arrest them before they came to this plane, and they 
gavo to these people death sentence, to two of them, and two others 15 
and 10 years in prison.

A m o n g  those people was Silva Znlmnnson, a brave Jewish girl, 
w h ’ch is now in such situation that wo wait maybe her dentil from 
day to day because she cannot swallow food. Something is wrong 
with her throat, and t.hev don’t permit the physician to sec this girl' 
A n d  permit m e  to tell that only some weeks ago we got. letter from 
tho prison from another prisoner, Galnnslcov, wo nlso told to all tlie 
world that Gnlanskov maybe would die; that he is ill. A n d  no one 
hear our voice. N o w  Galnnskov died some weeks ago. Mnvbo it will 
bo same with Silva; maybe it will be with her husband. Hdmini



If; n n S T  G U I D E B O O K  

T O  P R I S O N S  A N D  C O N C E N T R A T I O N  

C A M P S  O F  T H E  S O V I E T  U N I O N

You aio holding an oxlraordinary book in your hands.
II is an invitation lo undertake an unusual 
journey lo Iho prison c a m p s — lo lhe 
Gulag Archipelago— ol Hie Soviol Union.

This guidebook will introduce you lo a world ol camps, 
watchtowers m a n n e d  by guards bearing machine guns, 
and electrically charged barbed-wire (ences.
You will also see w o m e n  prisoners, 
child and teenage prisoners.

W e  are speaking ol innocenl h u m a n  beings 
persecuted tor thinking differently; 
reading "forbidden" philosophical, political or 
religious books; posting up nolices; 
pulling up a flag; demanding religious instruction 
lor Iheir children or undertaking a private 
initiative. These are the "crimes’’ lor which 
a Soviet citizen can be imprisoned.

This is a shocking book. This is an important book.
This is a book which must be read by every 
person w h o  cares about freedom and h u m a n  rights 
throughout the world.
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C A M P S  O F  T H E  S O V I E T  U N I O N

You tiio holding an extraordinary hook in your hands.
II is nil invitation lo undertake an unusual 
journey lo Iho prison camps— to the 
Gulag Aichipelago— ol the Soviet Union.

I his guidebook will introduce you lo a world ol camps, 
walchlowers m a n n e d  by guards bearing machine guns, 
and electrically charged barbed-wire fencos.
You will also see w o m e n  prisoners, 
child and teenage prisoners.

W e  are speaking of innocent h u m a n  beings 
persecuted lor thinking differently; 
reading "forbidden" philosophical, political or 
religious books; posling up nolices; 
pulling up a flag; demanding religious instruclion 
for their children or undertaking a private 
initiative. These are the "crimes" for which 
a Soviet citizen can be imprisoned.

This is a shocking book. This is an important book.
This is a book which must be read by every 
person who cares about freedom and h u m a n  rights 
throughout lhe world.

T H E  F I R S T  G U I D E B O O K  

T O  P R I S O N S  A N D  C O N C E N T R A T I O N  

C A M P S  O F  T H E  S O V I E T  U N I O N _____

BY AVRAHAM SHIFniN



well as Ihoso ol Iho prison, conlaln watchlowors (No. 18) 
lor armed guards Returning lo lhe prison proper, we seo 
lhe prison warehouso (No. 12) and lhe morgue (No. 11).

From this morgue, lhe corpses ol prisoners are given 
lo sludenls in Iho medical inslilules. Prior lo delivery, 
however, Iho corpses are decapitated lo proven! their 
being recognized.

No. 14 represents lhe smali courtyards ol lhe prison. 
The Inmates are permitted lo lake a 30-minulo walk 
every day in lire smaH walled-otf, roolless pathways around 
the facility No. 13 Indicates overhead connecting corri­
dors used lor transferring prisoners.

the final section ol the prison, in the upper right cor­
ner of the diagram, is the work biigade area (No. 15) and 
the gales entering it (No. 16). In the same area, is the 
workers' prison building (No. 8). The two sections In the 
upper left ol the diagram are lar from the least important 
in the Vladimir prison: they house the Officer’s School of 
the M.V.D. and its dormitory (No. 17).

The prison in Vladimir is reputed lo be the strictest 
political Isolation facility under the administration of the 
K G  B. Inmates here are often not able to find out who Is 
locked up in the neighboring ceil.

The walls of this facility have come to know the tragic 
fate of many people. One of the most tragic cases here 
has been that of Raoul Wallenberg, the former Swedish 
diplomat. Ktf lapped by the Communists in Budapest 
35 yea.s ago, this completely lnno*,ent human being, 
who rescued many Hungarian Jews at the end ol World 
War II, has since bean neid prisoner in the camps and 
prisons of the Soviet Union.

Our Research Center has been able to trace Wallen­
berg's secret journey through the Soviet penal system. 
Soviet authorities have made two official statements on 
the case thus lar; "Soviet authorities know nothing of the 
fate of Raoul Wallenberg" and "Raoul Wallenberg died in 
a K.G.B. prison in 1947

•
W e  have lound a number of witnesses, former political 

prisoners from the Soviet Union, who could name a series 
ol camps and 
fined: on Vra 
toreignors in
prison in Vladimir. W e  can confirm that Wallenberg was In 
building no. 4, cell no. 23. And he may still be there today.

The list ol former inmates in Vladimir prison also in­
cludes Francis Gary Powers, the American pilot, and 
Vasillt Slalin, a son of the late Soviet dictator. More
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rocent Inmales ol the laciiity have included Dukovskn. 
Shcharanskii, and other well-known political prisoners
A. V., an eyewitness, describes tile in this horrible pris­

on: "Upon arriving in 1970. w e  were told by the prison 
authorities that w e  would lirst be pul into quarantine. 
This meant living on starvation rations in a ceil wilhoul 
mattresses, blankets, pillows, and without personal pos­
sessions or books. W e  were subsequently placed under 
strict regime for six months. The first ot those six months 
was spent under isolation-cell conditions (approximately 
800 caiories).



but now occupied by Iho Soviet Union; pad ol Sakhalin 
Region)

Lasl bul not luasl, lhe mascol of lhe Summer Olympic 
Games in Moscow 1900, Mishka himsell, is u product ol 

prisoner labor.
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T H E  KIDNAPPING O F  R A O U L  W A L L E N B E R G

Raoul Wallenberg, a Swedish diplomat, was stationed 
in Hungary at the end ol Work! War II. Hu successfully 
organized a whole series ol measures that rescued Iho 
lives of Hungarian Jews. Thousands of Jews owe him 
their lives.

Soviet troops, however, soon entered Hungary. On 
17 January. 1945, Wallenberg was summoned to die 
military headquarlers of the Soviet army. In violation ol 
international law, he was arrested, secretly taken into the 
Soviot Union, and incarcerated in Lubyanka Prison in 
Moscow. (See photograph of Lubyanka in this Guide- 
look).

In response to all queries of the Swedish government, 
the Soviet Union disclaimed any knowledge ol the matter. 
In 1958, however, alter having repeatedly been confront­
ed with conclusive evidence that organs of the Soviet 
secret police had kidnapped Wallenberg, the Soviet gov­
ernment officially released a statement that "Raoul Wal­
lenberg died in a Moscow prison in 1947"

After their return from several years' imprisonment cn 
Soviet labor camps, many former Gennan prisoners of 
war reported having seen Wallenberg in the Soviet Union 
alter 1947.

E. Moshinskii, w h o m  I mat in Israel in 1972, was im­
prisoned in a camp on. Vrangel' (Wrangel) Island, where 
he saw Wallenberg in 1962. Inquiries in Israel led lo 
A  Kaknskii. who testifies that ho saw Wallenberg in 
Vladimir prison In 1959.*

Wallenberg was also seen in Soviet camps by former 
prisoners from Hungary and Rumania between ’950 and 
1960.

Yan Kaplan, an eyewitness, saw Wallenberg by 
chance in the hospital ot Moscow's Dulyrke Prison (see
’S*« Iho •«!«! dtjcuMlon ol tha on poge 240


