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Introduced: 3/1/85
Referred: F i nance

IN  T1IE SENATE BY RAY A N D  F E R G U S O N

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 11

IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA.

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

R e la t in g  to  the  a l lo c a t io n  o f  a p p r o p r ia ­

t io n s  f o r  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s .

BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE r.F THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS as s t a t e  re venue  d e c l in e s  i t  becomes more c r i t i c a l  to  d i s ­

t r ib u t e  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s  in  an  e q u it a b le  manner a round  the  s t a t e  so t h a t  

a l l  p o r t io n s  o f  the  s t a t e  b e n e f i t  from  revenue  th a t  i s  a v a i l a b le ;  and

WHEREAS each member o f  th e  le g i s la t u r e  re p re s e n ts  a p a r t ic u la r  d i s ­

t r i c t  and i s  i n  a good p o s i t io n  to  know what c a p i t a l  p i* o je c ts  w i l l  most 

b e n e f it  th a t  d i s t r i c t ;  and

WHEREAS each member o f  the  le g i s la t u r e  s h o u ld  have the  o p p o r t u n it y  to 

s e le c t  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s  f o r  the  d i s t r i c t  the  member r e p re s e n t s ; and

WHEREAS a l l  l e g i s la t o r s  s h o u ld  be a b le  to  p a r t ic ip a t e  in  d e c is io n s  

c o n c e rn in g  the  f u n d in g  o f  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s ;

EE IT  RESOLVED by the  A la s k a  St a te  L e g is la t u r e  t h a t ,  i f  th e re  i s  a 

fo rm a l o r  in fo rm a l a l lo c a t io n  to the  G o ve rn o r , the S ena te , and the  House o f  

R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  a p e rc e n ta g e  o f  the  c a p i t a l  b udge t f o r  the  pu rpose  o f  

d e te rm in in g  how the money w i l l  be u s e d , the  amount a l l o t t e d  to  each house 

s h o u ld  be e q u a l ly  d iv id e d  among a l l  i t s  members so th a t  each member may 

s e le c t  p r o j e c t s  to  be fu n d e d  f o r  the  d i s t r i c t  t h a t  member re p re s e n ts  o r  may 

s p e c if y  th a t  a l l  o r  p a r t  o f  th e  re venue  be d e p o s ite d  i n  the  perm anent fu n d .
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Introduced: 3/1/85
Referred: Finance

1 I N  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  R A Y  A N D  F E R G U S O N

2 S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. II

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  a p p r o p r i a -

6 t i o n s  f o r  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s .

7 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

8 W H E R E A S  as s t a t e  r e v e n u e  d e c l i n e s  i t  b e c o m e s  m o r e  c r i t i c a l  to d i s -

9 t r i b u t e  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s  i n  a n  e q u i t a b l e  m a n n e r  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e  s o  t h a t

10 a l l  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  b e n e f i t  f r o m  r e v e n u e  t h a t  is a v a i l a b l e ;  a n d

11 W H E R E A S  e a c h  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e p r e s e n t s  a p a r t i c u l a r  d i s -

12 t r i c t  a n d  is i n  a  g o o d  p o s i t i o n  to k n o w  w h a t  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s  w i l l  m o s t

13 b e n e f i t  t h a t  d i s t r i c t ;  a n d

14 V/HEREAS e a c h  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to

15 s e l e c t  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t h e  m e m b e r  r e p r e s e n t s ;  a n d

16 V/HEREAS a l l  l e g i s l a t o r s  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  to p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  d e c i s i o n s

17 c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  f u n d i n g  o f  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s ;

18 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t ,  i f  t h e r e  is a

19 f o r m a l  o r  i n f o r m a l  a l l o c a t i o n  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  t h e  S e n a t e ,  a n d  t h e  H o u s e  o f

2 0  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  a p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  bi. i get for t h e  p u r p o s e  o f

21 d e t e r m i n i n g  h o w  t h e  m o n e y  w i l l  b e  u s e d ,  t h e  a m o u n t  a l l o t t e d  to e a c h  h o u s e

22 s h o u l d  b e  e q u a l l y  d i v i d e d  a m o n g  a l l  i t s  m e m b e r s  s o  t h a t  e a c h  m e m b e r  m a y

2 3  s e l e c t  p r o j e c t s  to be f u n d e d  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t h a t  m e m b e r  r e p r e s e n t s  o r  m a y

2 4  s p e c i f y  t h a t  a l l  o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e v e n u e  b e  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  f u n d .

ii n i m
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I ] recommends r e f e r r a l  to  _____________
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Committee
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u n d e r A r t ic le  I I ,  S e c t io n  20 o f  th e  C o n s t it u t io n  w h ic h  

a p p ly  to  a l l  c i v i l  o f f ic e r s  o f  th e  S t a te .
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O r ig in a l sponsors: K e l ly , S tu rg u le w s k i,
H a lfo rd , et a l

IN THE SENATE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 12 (F inance )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Proposing amendments to the C o n s t itu t io n  

o f the S ta te o f A laska re la t in g  to the 

o f f ic e  o f s ta te  t re a s u re r .

BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Sec tion 1. A r t ic le  I I I ,  sec . 23, C o n s t itu t io n  o f the State o f A la ska , 

is  amended to read :

SECTION 23. REORGANIZATION. Except as provided in  th is  se c t io n , 

the [THE] governor may make changes in  the o rgan iza tio n  o f the execu­

t iv e  branch or in  the assignment o f fu n c tio n s among i t s  u n its  which he 

cons iders necessary fo r e f f ic ie n t  a dm in is t ra t io n . Where these changes 

re q u ire  the fo rce o f law , they s h a ll be se t fo r th  in  e xecu tive  o rde rs .

The le g is la tu r e  s h a ll have s ix t y  days o f a re g u la r sess io n , or a f u l l

sess ion i f  o f sho rte r du ra tio n , to d isapprove these e xecu tive  o rd e rs . 

Unless disapproved by re so lu t io n  concurred in  by a m a jo r ity  o f the 

members in  jo in t  sess io n , these orders become e f fe c t iv e  at a date 

th e re a fte r to be designated by the governo r. The governor may not 

change the o rgan iza tio n  or fu n c t io n  o f any u n it  o f the execu tive  

branch th a t is  headed by the s ta te  t re a s u re r .

* Sec. 2 . A r t ic le  I I I ,  sec . 24, C o n s t itu t io n  o f the Sta te o f A la ska , is  

amended to read :

SECTION 24. SUPERVISION. Except fo r any u n it o f the e xecu tive  

branch th a t is  headed by the s ta te  tre a s u re r , each [EACH] p r in c ip a l 

department s h a ll be under the su p e rv is io n  o f the governor.

* Sec. 3 . A r t ic le  I I I ,  sec . 25, C o n s t itu t io n  o f the State o f A la ska , is  

amended to read :

-1- C S S J R  1 2 (Fin)
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SECTION 25. DEPARTMENT HEADS. The head o f each p r in c ip a l de­

partment s h a l l be a s in g le  e xecu tive  un less o therw ise provided by law .

He s h a ll be appointed by the governo r, sub jec t to con firm a tio n by a 

m a jo r ity  o f the members o f the le g is la t u r e  in  jo in t  sess io n , and s h a ll 

serve at the p leasure o f the governo r, except as o the rw ise p ro v ided in  

th is  a r t ic le  w ith  respect to the lie u te n a n t governor and as provided 

in  Section 17 o f A r t ic le  IX  w ith  respec t to the sta te  tre a su re r [SEC­

RETARY OF STATE]. The heads o f a l l  p r in c ip a l departments s h a l l be 

c it iz e n s  o f the United S ta te s . i
i

* Sec. 4 . A r t ic le  IX , C o n s t itu t io n  o f the S ta te o f A la ska , is  amended

by adding new sec tions to read :

SECTION 17. STATE TREASURER. There s h a ll be a s ta te  tre a s u re r . 

The s ta te  tre a su re r s h a ll be a q u a l i f ie d  vo te r o f the S ta te , a c it iz e n  

o f the United S ta te s , and a re s id e n t o f A laska fo r at le a s t f iv e  years 

preced ing f i l i n g  fo r o f f ic e . The s ta te  tre a su re r s h a l l be chosen by

the q u a l i f ie d  vo te rs o f the Sta te a t a genera l e le c t io n . The cand i­

date re c e iv in g  the g rea te s t number o f vo tes s h a l l be s ta te  tre a s u re r . 

The f i r s t  e le c t io n  o f a sta te  tre a su re r s h a ll be at the genera l e le c ­

t io n  in  1988. The term o f o f f ic e  o f the s ta te  tre a su re r is  fou r 

yea rs , beg inn ing at noon on the f i r s t  Monday in  December fo llo w in g  the 

e le c t io n  and ending at noon on the f i r s t  Monday in  December fou r years 

la t e r . The s ta te  tre a su re r may not serve more than two successive 

f u l l  term s. The s ta te  tre a su re r s h a l l be the aud ito r o f the accounts 

o f a l l  departments, o f f ic e s , and agencies o f the S ta te in c lu d in g  the 

L e g is la tu re , the E xe c u t iv e , and the J u d ic ia ry , a l l  independent s ta te 

co rpo ra tio n s , a l l  p o l i t i c a l su b d iv is io n s o f the State in c lu d in g  munic­

i p a l i t i e s ,  and the U n iv e rs ity  o f A la ska . The s ta te  tre a su re r s h a ll 

perform o ther du tie s p re sc rib ed  by law . The o f f ic e  o f the sta te

tre a su re r co n s t itu te s  an agency independent o f the e xecu tive  branch 
CSSJR 12(F in ) -2 -



agencies named in  Section 22 o f A r t ic le  I I I .

SECTION 18. VACANCY. In  case o f a vacancy in  the o f f ic e  o f

s ta te  tre a su re r fo r any reason, a successor s h a ll be e lected fo r the 

remainder o f the unexp ired term at the f i r s t  genera l e le c t io n  occur­

r in g  not le s s  than n ine ty days a f te r  the o f f ic e  becomes vacan t. The

a s s is ta n t tre a s u re r s h a ll f i l l  the o f f ic e  between the date i t  becomes

vacant and the date i t  is  f i l l e d  by e le c t io n .

SECTION 19. COMPENSATION. The compensation o f the s ta te  tre a ­

su re r s h a l l be equal to the compensation o f the lie u te n a n t governor 

and s h a ll not be d im in ished du ring the term o f o f f ic e , un less by

genera l law app ly in g  to a l l  s a la r ie d  o f f ic e r s  o f the S ta te .

SECTION 20. OTHER OFFICES. A person who has served as s ta te
%

tre a su re r may not hold the o f f ic e  o f governor or lie u te n a n t governor 

u n t i l  fo u r years a f te r  the la s t day on which the person was s ta te 

t re a s u re r .

* Sec. 5 . A r t ic le  XV, C o n s t itu t io n  o f the S ta te o f A la ska , is  amended

by adding a new se c tio n  to read:

SECTION 29. BUDGET FOR THE OFFICE OF STATE TREASURER. The

y e a r ly  amount app ropria ted fo r the o f f ic e  o f the s ta te  tre a su re r fo r

the second, t h i r d , and fo u rth  years o f opera tion may not be le ss than 

the amount app rop ria ted fo r the f i r s t  year o f opera tion except tha t 

the budget may be reduced by a percent no g rea te r than the percent 

tha t the s ta te  ope ra ting budget fo r a subsequent year is  reduced from 

tho s ta te  o pe ra tin g  budget fo r the f i r s t  year o f opera tion fo r the 

o f f ic e .

* Sec. 6 . S ec tion 14, A r t ic le  IX , C o n s t itu t io n  o f the S ta te o f A laska , 

is  repea led .

* Sec. 7 . The amendments proposed by th is  re so lu t io n  s h a ll be placed 

before the vo te rs o f the s ta te  a t the next genera l e le c t io n  in  confo rm ity

-3- CSS JR. 12 (Fin)
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w ith  a r t . X I I I ,  sec . 1, C o n s t itu t io n  o f the S ta te o f A la ska , and the e le c ­

t io n  laws o f the s ta te .
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BY KELLY, STURGULEWSKI,IN THE uENATE HALFORD, BENNETT AND FERGUSON
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 12 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Propos ing amendments to the Con s t i t u t i o n  
o f  the S t a t e  o f  A laska r e l a t i n g  to the 
o f f i c e  o f  s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r .

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* S e c t i o n  1. A r t i c l e  I I I ,  s e c .  23, C on s t i t u t i o n  o f  the S t a t e  o f  A la sk a ,  

i s  amended to  r e ad :
SECTION 23. REORGANIZATION. Except as p rov ided  in t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  

the [THE] governor may make changes in  the o r g an i z a t i o n  o f  the ex e cu­
t i v e  branch or in  the ass ignment o f  fu n c t i on s  among i t s  u n i t s  which he 
c on s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  e f f i c i e n t  a dm in i s t r a t i o n .  Where th e s e  changes 
r e q u i r e  the f o r c e  o f  law, they s h a l l  be s e t  f o r t h  in e x e c u t i v e  o r d e r s .  
The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  have s i x t y  days o f  a r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n ,  o r  a f u l l  
s e s s i o n  i f  o f  s h o r t e r  du r a t i o n ,  to d i s app rove  th e s e  e x e c u t i v e  o r d e r s .  
Unless d i s app roved  by r e s o l u t i o n  concurred in by a m a jo r i t y  o f  the 
members in j o i n t  s e s s i o n ,  th e se  o rd e r s  become e f f e c t i v e  a t  a da te  
t h e r e a f t e r  to be d e s ign a t ed  by the gove rnor .  The governor may not 
change the o r g an i z a t i o n  or fun c t i on  o f  any u n i t  o f  the e x e c u t i v e  
branch t h a t  i s  headed by the s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r .

*  Sec .  2. A r t i c l e  I I I ,  s e c .  24, Con s t i t u t i o n  o f  the S t a t e  o f  A la sk a ,  i s  
amended to  r e ad :

SECTION 24. SUPERVISION. Except f o r  any u n i t  o f  the e x e c u t i v e  
branch th a t  i s  headed by the s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r ,  each [EACH] p r i n c i p a l  
department s h a l l  be under the s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  the gove rnor .

* See .  3. A r t i c l e  I I I ,  s e c .  25, Con s t i t u t i o n  o f  the S t a t e  o f  A la sk a ,  i s  
amended to  r e a d :

I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 2 / 8 5
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s ,  J u d i c i a r y

a n d  F i n a n c e
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SECTION 25. DEPARTMENT HEADS. The head o i  each p r i n c i p a l  d e­
partment s h a l l  be a s i n g l e  e x e c u t i v e  u n l e s s  o th e rw i s e  p rov id ed  by law. 
He s h a l l  be appo in ted by the gove rno r ,  s u b j e c t  to  con f i rm a t ion  by a 
m a jo r i t y  o f  the members o f  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  in  j o i n t  s e s s i o n ,  and s h a l l  
s e r v e  a t  the p l e a s u r e  o f  the gove rno r ,  ex c ep t  as o th e rw i s e  p rov ided  in 
t h i s  a r t i c l e  w i th  r e s p e c t  to the  l i e u t e n an t  governor and as p rov ided 
in  Se.ction 17 o f  A r t i c l e  IX w i th  r e s p e c t  to the s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r  [SEC­
RETARY OF STATE]. The heads o f  a l l  p r i n c i p a l  depar tments s h a l l  be 
c i t i z e n s  o f  the United S t a t e s .

*  Sec . 4.  A r t i c l e  IX, C on s t i t u t i o n  o f  the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  i s  amended
by adding new s e c t i o n s  to r e ad :

SECTION 17. STATE TREASURER. There s h a l l  be a s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r .  
The s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r  s h a l l  be a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  o f  the S t a t e ,  a c i t i z e n  
o f  the United S t a t e s ,  and a r e s i d e n t  o f  A la ska  f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  y e a r s
p r ec ed ing  f i l i n g  f o r  o f f i c e .  The s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r  s h a l l  be chosen by
the q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  o f  the S t a t e  a t  a g en e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  The c an d i­
da te  r e c e i v i n g  the g r e a t e s t  number o f  v o t e s  s h a l l  be s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r .  
The f i r s t  e l e c t i o n  o f  a s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r  s h a l l  be a t  the g en e r a l  e l e c ­
t ion  in  1988. The term o f  o f f i c e  o f  the s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r  i s  fou r  
y e a r s ,  beg inn ing a t  noon on the f i r s t  Monday in December fo l l ow in g  the 
e l e c t i o n  and ending a t  noon on the f i r s t  Monday in December fou r  y e a r s  
l a t e r .  The s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r  may not s e r v e  more than two s u c c e s s i v e  
f u l l  te rms . The s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r  s h a l l  be the a u d i t o r  o f  the accoun ts  
o f  a l l  depar tments ,  o f f i c e s ,  and a g en c i e s  o f  the. S t a t e  in c l u d in g  the 
L e g i s l a t u r e ,  the E x e cu t i v e ,  and the J u d i c i a r y ,  a l l  independent s t a t e  
c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  o f  the S t a t e  in c lu d in g  
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  and the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A la ska .  The s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r  
s h a l l  per form o th e r  d u t i e s  p r e s c r i b e d  by l a v .  The o f f i c e  o f  the s t a t e
t r e a s u r e r  c o n s t i t u t e s  an agency independent o f  the  e x e c u t i v e  branch 
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a g en c i e s  named in S e c t i o n  22 o f  A r t i c l e  I I I .
SECTION 18. VACANCY. In c a s e  o f  a vacancy in  the o f f i c e  o f

s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r  f o r  any r e a s on ,  a s u c c e s s o r  s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  f o r  the 
remainder o f  the unexp i red  term a t  the f i r s t  g en e r a l  e l e c t i o n  o c cu r­
r in g  not l e s s  than n in e t y  days a f t e r  the o f f i c e  becomes v a c a n t .  The 
a s s i s t a n t  t r e a s u r e r  s h a l l  f i l l  the o f f i c e  between the d a t e  i t  becomes 
v a c an t  and the da t e  i t  i s  f i l l e d  by e l e c t i o n .

SECTION 19. COMPENSATION. The compensat ion o f  the s t a t e  t r e a ­
s u r e r  s h a l l  be equa l  to  the compensat ion o f  the l i e u t e n a n t  governor 
and s h a l l  not be d im in i shed dur ing the term o f  o f f i c e ,  u n l e s s  by
g en e r a l  law app ly ing  to a l l  s a l a r i e d  o f f i c e r s  o f  the S t a t e .

* S ec .  5.  A r t i c l e  XV, C on s t i t u t i o n  o f  the S t a t e  o f  A la sk a ,  i s  amended
by add ing a new s e c t i o n  to r ead :

SECTION 29. RULGET FOR THE OFFICE OF STATE TREASURER. The 
y e a r l y  amount app rop r i a t e d  f o r  the o f f i c e  o f  the s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r  f o r  
the second, t h i r d ,  and fou r th  y e a r s  o f  o p e r a t i o n  may not be l e s s  than 
the amount a pp rop r i a t e d  f o r  the f i r s t  y e a r  o f  o p e r a t i o n .

*  S e c .  6.  S e c t ion  14, A r t i c l e  IX, C on s t i t u t i o n  o f  the S t a t e  o f  A la sk a ,  
i s  r e p e a l e d .

*  S ec .  7. The amendments proposed by t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be p la c ed  
b e f o r e  the v o t e r s  o f  the s t a t e  a t  the nex t  g en e r a l  e l e c t i o n  in con form ity  
w i th  a r t .  X I I I ,  s e c .  1, C on s t i t u t i o n  o f  the S t a t e  o f  A la sk a ,  and the e l e c ­
t ion  laws ot the s t a t e .
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C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

S E N A T E

FURTHER: F I N A N C E

D a t e  s j j s j ^ L a .

2/6/86 

M r. P re s id en t

The Committee on __________________________________  ____________
proposing amendments to the C o n s t itu t io n  o f the State o f A laska 
re la t in g  to the o f f ic e  o f s ta te  tre a s u re r .

JUDICIARY considered S,JR 1 2

and (a m a jo r ity  o f the committee) (th e  committee) repo rts i t  back w ith  
the fo r ib w in g  recommendations:

1

>0 do pass

do pass w ith  attached amendment(s)

CS fo rrep lace w ith/ o r adopt 
new t i t l e
same t i t l e  and recommends

]

and attached a "LETTER OF INTENT" 

re po rts  i t  back w itho u t recommendation 

recommends r e fe r r a l to

EMBERS SIGNING 
DO PASS

[ ] NEU FISCAL NOTE

Committee

MEMBERS HAVING 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

Mt-c ^  ______
0 d f  V * j  •—V-l-

-i— ----------



C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

S E N A T E

2/12/85

FURTHER: (JUDIC I A R Y ^ )

F I NANCE

Date

M r. P res id en t

The Committee on STATE AFFAIRo considered ^JR ^ 2

proposing amendments to the C o n s t itu t io n  o f the State o f A laska re la t in g  
to the o f f ic e  o f s ta te  tre a s u re r .

and f(a m a jo r ity  of the"~ committee)? (the committee) repo rts i t  back w ith  
the fo llo w in g  recommendations:— "

do pass

] do pass w ith  attached amendment(s)

rep lace w ith/o r adopt CS fo r 
new t i t l e
same t i t l e  and recommends

and attache'! a "LETTER OF INTENT" 

repo rts i t  back w ithou t recommendation

r.ecornmends re fe r r a l to _ ( \r~l

MEMBERS SIGNING 
DO PASS

<
I

\

[ ] NEW FISCAL NOTE

Committee

MEMEERS HAV ING^ 
OTHER BEC0MffENDAT?0NS



4 / 1 7 / 8 6

FURTHER:

Date

C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

S E N A T E

Mr. P re s id en t 

The Committee on FINANCE considered ^CR 1 2

r e la t in g  to the construc tio n and lease o f sen io r c i t iz e n s ’ housing and 
cen te rs , and the Kenai P ioneers ' Home.

and (a m a jo r ity  o f the committee) (the committee) repo rts i t  back w ith  
the fo llo w in g  recommendations:

do pass

do pass w ith  attached amendment(s)

rep lace w ith/o r adopt CS fo r _________________________________________
new t i t l e
same t i t l e  and recommends

and attached a "LETTER OF INTENT" 

repo rts i t  back w ithou t recommendation 

recommends r e fe r r a l to

[ ] NEW FISCAL NOTE

Committee

1 EMBERS SIGNING 
DO PASS

MEMBERS HAVING 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

Chairman

C h a i r m a n  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n



C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

S E N A T E

FURTHER:
FI NANCE

3/5/85

Mr. P res id en t 

The Committee on

Date

STATE AFFAIRS considered SCR 12

r e la t in g  to the cons tru c tio n  and lease o f sen io r c it iz e n s ' housing and 
cen te rs , and the Kenai P ionee rs ' Home.

i ——

and c(a m a jo r ity  o f the comm ittee )) (the committee) repo rts i t  back w ith  
the fo llo w in g  recommendations:"

do pass

do pass w ith  attached amendment(s)

CS fo rrep lace w ith/o r adopt 
new t i t l e
same t i t l e  and recommends

]

and attached a "LETTER OF INTENT" 

repo rts i t  back w ithou t recommendation 

recommends r e fe r r a l to

[ ] NEW FISCAL NOTE

Committee

MEMBERS SIGNING 
DO PASS

MEMBERS HAVING 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

<7

r / i  A g j t k  __
Chairman recommendation



Introduced: 3/5/85
Refei'red: State Affairs

a n d  Finance

IN THE SENATE BY KERTTULA

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 12

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

R e la t in g  to the construc tio n and lease 

o f sen io r c it iz e n s ' housing and cen te rs , 

and the Kenai P io n ee rs ’ Home.

BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS there is  a shortage o f housing fo r sen io r c it iz e n s  in  the

s ta te ;

BE IT  RESOLVED tha t the Alaska State L e g is la tu re  re s p e c t fu lly  requests 

the Governor to d ire c t the A laska State Housing A u th o r ity  to s e l l  bonds in  

the amount o f $5,000,000, the proceeds o f which s h a ll go to the sen io r

c it iz e n s  housing development fund (AS 44 .47 .620) to be used fo r g ran ts to 

m u n ic ip a lit ie s  fo r the purpose o f develop ing sen io r c it iz e n  housing ; and be 

i t

FURTHER RESOLVED tha t the Alaska State L e g is la tu re  re s p e c t fu lly  r e ­

quests the Governor to d ire c t the Alaska State Housing A u th o r ity  to s e l l  

bonds in  the amount o f $8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , the proceeds o f which s h a ll be used fo r 

sta tew ide cons truc tio n o f sen io r c it iz e n  cen te rs ; and be i t

FURTHER RESOLVED tha t the A laska State L e g is la tu re  re s p e c t fu lly  r e ­

quests the Governor to d ire c t the Alaska State Housing A u th o r ity  to s e l l 

bonds in  the amount o f $8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , the proceeds o f which s h a ll be used fo r 

construc tio n o f the Kenai P ioneers ' Home.
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

. 14 E h .. Legislature . iT.IKST. Session

SENATE COHC. RESOL._ NO. .12 . . .

By KERT1 oLA

R e la t in g  to the construc tio n 
and lease o f  sen io r c it iz e n s '
ion i i i !  and c one or 3 and tv? 
v’ r:i n i. Pioneers Rom:.

'< / ̂  f! ̂
Introduced in the Senate . . . ............ , 19.. R.

3 1 - 0 0 1

HISTORY IN THE SENATE

19 n-5 Read first time and referred 
to Committee on

3 5 S tate A if ’a ir s  and

7 Report ell ljact? with ^  
recommendation that ^

Read second time and

Read third time and

PASS Effective Date 
Yeas Yeas 
Nays Nays 
Absent Absent 
Excused Excused

Reconsideration
PASS Effective Date 

Yeas Yeas 
Nays Nays 
Absent Absent 
Excused Excused
Reported correctly engrossed 
Signed by President 
Sent to House

SECRETARY OF THE SENATE

HISTORY IN THE HOUSE

19 Read first time and referred 
to Committee on

Reported back with 
recommendation that

Read second time and

Read third time and

PASS Effective Date 
Yeas Yeas 
Nays Nays 
Absent Absent 
Excused Excused

Reconsideration
PASS Effective Date 

Yeas Yeas 
Nays Nays 
Absent Absent 
Excused Excused
Reported correctly engrossed 
Signed by Speaker 
Returned to Senate

CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE
1

HISTORY IN THE SENATE

19 Received from House 

To enrolling

Reported correctly enrolled 

Sent to Governor

Piled with Lt. Governor 

Chapter No..................... .



I n t r o d u c e d :  3 / 5 / 8 5
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

a n d  F i n a n c e

1 IN THE SENATE BY KERTTULA
2 SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 12
3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
5 R e l a t i n g  to the c on s t ru c t i o n  and l e a s e
6 o f  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s '  hous ing and c e n t e r s ,
7 and the Kenai P ion ee r s '  Home.
8 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
9 WHEREAS th e r e  i s  a sho r tage  o f  housing f o r  s e n io r  c i t i z e n s  in  the

10 s t a t e ;
11 BE IT RESOLVED tha t  the A laska S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r equ e s t s
12 the Governor to d i r e c t  t v e Alaska S t a t e  Housing Author i ty  to s e l l  bonds in
13 the amount o f $ 5 ,0 00 ,0 00 ,  the proceeds o f  which s h a l l  go to the s e n i o r
14 c i t i z e n s  housing development fund (AS 4 4 .4 7 .6 2 0 )  to be used fo r  g r an t s  to
15 m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  f o r  the purpose o f  deve lop ing  s en io r  c i t i z e n  hous ing ; and be
16 i t
17 FURTHER RESOLVED tha t  the A laska  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e -
18 que s t s  the Governor to dix-ect the A la ska  S t a t e  Housing Au tho r i ty  to s e l l
19 bonds in the amount o f  $ 8 ,0 00 ,0 00 ,  the proceeds o f  which s h a l l  be used f o r
20 s t a t ew id e  c on s t r u c t i o n  o f s e n i o r  c i t i z e n  c e n t e r s ;  and be i t
21 FURTHER RESOLVED tha t  the A laska S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  l ' e s p e c t f u l l y  r e -
22 ques t s  the Governor to d i r e c t  the A laska  S t a t e  Housing Au tho r i ty  to s e l l
23 bonds in the amount o f  $8 ,0 00 ,0 00 ,  the proceeds o f  which s h a l l  be used f o r
24 c on s t ru c t i o n  of the Kenai P ion ee r s '  Home.
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C O M M S T T E E  R E P O R T  

H O U S E

FURTHER:

D a t e :

The Committee on
'I'.iA: J'CTT.

under cons idera tion and recommends:

has had
c r

L ] do pass

I ] 
[ ]

[ ] 
[ ] 
[ ]

[ ] do not pass

do pass with attached amendments(s )

L' H "
replace with\CS f o r ( \ ' ~ ) ________________

. \
* I \ -J

and recommends

[/(] same title 
[ ] new title

AND attaches a "Letter of Intent" [ ] New Fiscal Note

[/ ] Zero Fiscal Note Attached
reports it back without recommendation 

referred to the Commi ttee

MEMBERS SIGNING 
DO PASS

MEMBERS HAVING 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  1 9 8 6  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

F I S C A L  N O T E

R E Q U E S T

Bill/Resolution No. : HCS CSSCR 13 (FIN) 
T itle : R e la t i n g  t o  i n t a n t  

L e a r n in g  P ro g ra m s

Sponsor: S e n a to r  P a ik s
Requestor: H ouse  F in a n c e __________
Date of Request: 2 / 6 / 8  6____________

Revision Date
FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected: 
B R U :________

E d u c a t io n

Components,:
C u r r ic u lu m  S e r v i c e s

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES : (Thousai^s of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91

PERSONAL SERVICESTRAVELCONTRACTUALSUPPLIESEQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURESGRANTS, CLAIMSMISCELLANEOUS

0
0
0n
0n
'

TOTAL OPER AT1I ,G 0
CAPITAL

R E V E N U E

FUNDING : (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERALFUND FEDERAL FUNDS OTHER TOTAL

0

11
FOSITIONS :
FULL-TIMEPART-TIMETEMPORARY
ANALYSIS : Attach a separate page if  necessary

Prepared by: 
Division : _

IY\)A
j\\A l  Adam's, C h a i r

H ou s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e
Approved by Commissioner: 
Agency : _______________

Phone  : ,  
D a t e : _

D a t e : _

4 6 5 - 3 7 0 6
2 / 6 / 8 6

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of M a nagement and Budget

Impacted Agcney(ies) p a g e . of
10/25/85
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MEMORANDUM

TO A l  A d am s ,  C h a i rm a n  
H ou s e  F i n a n c e  ~ ' e e

FROM: J a n  F a i k s ,  S e n a t o
SUB JECT :  S e n a t e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  13 -  R e l a t i n g  t o

I n f a n t  L e a r n i n g  P r o g r a m s

CSSCR 13 (HESS) i s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  c o n s i d e r ­
a t i o n  a n d  I  w a n t  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  y o u  w i t h  
some b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n .
The  t h r u s t  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  t o  e x a m i n e  o t h e r  m e t h o d s  o f  
f u n d i n g  t h e  i n f a n t  l e a a m i n g  p r o g r a m .  C u r r e n t l y  t h e  D e p a r t ­
m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e s  s e r v i c e s  t h r o u g h  
a  g r a n t  p r o g r a m .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  l e v e l  o f  f u n d i n g  h a s  
n e v e r  k e p t  up  w i t h  t h e  n um b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  n e e d  o f  s e r ­
v i c e s ; .  C u r r e n t l y  a t  l e a s t  1 7 1  c h i l d r e n  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  
e l i g i b l e  b u t  r e m a i n  u n s e r v e d  a n d  a n o t h e r  3 1 3  c h i l d r e n  a r e  
u n d e . v s e r v e d  b y  t h e  p r o g r a m .
One o p t i o n  f o r  f u n d i n g  c o u l d  b e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n f a n t  
l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  i n t o  t h e  s c h o o l  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r m u l a ;  s i m i l a r  
t o  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s t a t e  c u r r e n t l y  f u n d s  s p e c i a l  
e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  m ad e  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  
C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  H a n d i c a p p e d  a n d  G i f t e d  a l s o  s u g g e s t s  a  
s i i r i l a r  a p p r o a c h  b y  am e n d i n g  t h e  s t a t u t e s  t o  p r o v i d e  $ 3 7 0 0  
p e r  c h i l d
f o r  e a c h  e n r o l l e d  i n  an  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m .  I  am 
h o p e f u l  t h e  G c v e r n c r ' s  C o u n c i l ' s  i n t e n t  i s  t h e  s am e  a s  t h a t  
r e f l e c t e d  i n  SCR 1 3 .
I n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  g o a l  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g ,  
t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  d i r e c t s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  
H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  
i d e a .

OUT OF SESSION
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Th e  d e p a r t m e n t s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  t o  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  t h i s  p a s t  J a n u a r y  s o  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  n e e d s  t o  b e  
am en d e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  n e x t  
J a n u a r y .
S e v e r a l  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  h a v e  a s k e d  
i f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  r e f l e c t s  a n  e f f o r t  t o  p l a c e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  t h e  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
E d u c a t i o n .  I  w a n t  t o  a s s u r e  t h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  i t  i s  n o t  
my i n t e n t  t o  m ak e  s u c h  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s '  d i s c u s s i o n s .  T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  i s  d o i n g  a n  e x c e l l e n t  j o b  i n  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  s e r v i c e s  on  a  l i m i t e d  b u d g e t  a n d  I  w o u l d  n o t  w a n t  
t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  w h i c h  may  j e o p a r d i z e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  s e r v i c e .
I t  i s  my h o p e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  w i l l  e x p l o r e  how t h e  
h o m e - b a s e d  p r o g r a m  a p p r o a c h  c a n  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  
f u n d i n g  m e c h a n i sm  may b e  r e s t r u c t u r e d .
I  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e  l i b e r t y  o f  a t t a c h i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h e  
i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  C o u n c i l  
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .
I f  I  c a n  p r o v i d e  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  l e t  me 
k n ow .
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L a s t  y e a r  t h e  C o u n c i l  r e c o m m e n d e d  an  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  two  y e a r s ,  F8G a n d  FB7 ,  o f  
$1 , 2 8 8 , tOO to s e r v e  t h e  171 c h i l d r e n  o n  w a i t i n g  l i s t s  a n d  t h e  3 0 0  new  c h i l d r e n  
t o  b e  e n r o l l e d  e a c h  y e a r .

T h e  19 85  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  I n f a n t  L e a r n i n g  B R U  b y  $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  F 8 6 .
T h e  G o v e r n o r  i n c l u d e d  t h a t  i n c r e a s e  in t h e  F 8 7  a d j u s t e d  b a s e .

A l l  o f  t h e  f u n d s  in t h e  I n f a n t  L e a r n i n g  B R U  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  as  g r a n t  f u n d s  to  
l o ca l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  In  I 985  t h e r e  a r e  20  g r a n t s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  $ 9 0 , 0 0 0  to o v e r  
$ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  M o r e  t h a n  I 3 00  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e  s c r e e n e d .  O v e r  9 0 0  w i l l  r e c e i v e  
m o n t h l y  o r  m o r e  f r e q u e n t  h ome  v i s i t s  b y  q u a l i f i e d  t r a i n e r s .

P a r e n t s  n e e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  a n d  t r a i n i n g  n e c e s s a r y  t o mee t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e i r  
h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n .  W i t h o u t  i t  m a n y  d i s a b i l i t i e s  w i l l  h a v e  m o r e  s e r i o u s  
e f f e c t s  a n d  r e s u l t  i n l o n g - t e r m  d e p e n d e n c y  o n  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  o f  a l l  k i n d s .

T h e  p o p u l a t i o n  f o r  a g e s  0 - 2  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  35% in t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s .  T h i s  t r e n d  
wi l l  c o n t i n u e  a n d  wi l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p l a c e  i n c r e a s e d  e m p h a s i s  on  
s e r v i c e s  f o r  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  T h e  0 - 2
p o p u l a t i o n  now n u m b e r s  3 3 , 0 0 0 ,  o f  whom  11 0 0  r e q u i r e  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  
s e r v i c e s .

F o r  F 8 7 ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H 5 S S  r e q u e s t e d  a $ 5 2 0 , 0 0 0  i n c r e m e n t  w h i c h  w o u l d  
i n c r e a s e  p e r s o n n e l  in M a t - S u ,  C h u g i a k ,  a n d  K e n a i ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  h e a r i n g  
im p a i r e d  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e r a p y  p r o g r a m s .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  t e a c h e r s  w o u l d  be  
e m p l o y e d  to  s e r v e  t h e  A l e u t i a n  c h a i n  a n d  t h e  V a l d e z / C o r d o v a  a r e a .  T h e  
I n t e r i o r  D o y o n  R e g i o n  w o u l d  b e  s e r v e d  a g a i n  a f t e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  w i t h o u t  a 
p r o g r a m .

S t a t e w i d e  2 0 0  h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  d i a g n o s t i c  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e
f i r s t  t im e ,  a n d  5 2 0  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  r e - e v a l u a t i o n s  a n d  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s .

T h e s e  i n c r e a s e d  f u n d i n g  l e v e l s  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  made  in 
t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  J a n u a r y  19 85  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  in r e s p o n s e  to t h e  19 89  
l e g i s l a t u r e ' s  CS  H o u s e  R e s o l u t i o n  1 3 .  T h a t  r e s o l u t i o n  a s k e d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
to d e v e l o p  a p o l i c y  a n d  f u n d i n g  p l a n  to mee t  t h e  g o a l s  o f  d e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  
a n d  f u l l  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e s  f o r  A l a s k a ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  a n d  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  D o p u l a t i o n .  In  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  r e p o r t  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  
i n c r e m e n t s  w e r e  r a n k e d  f i r s t ,  s i x t h  a r . d  e i g h t h ,  f o r  a t o t a l  o f  3 1 , 9 9 0 , 4 0 0  in 
i n c r e a s e d  f u n d i n g .

T h e  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m ' s  e m p h a s i s  on  e a r l y  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  r e m e d i a t i o n  o f  
d i s a b i l i t i e s  t h r o u g h  i n - h o m e  t r a i n i n g  o f  p a r e n t s  b r i n g s  r e a l  e c o n om i c  b e n e f i t s  t o  
t h e  s t a t e  in t h e  r e d u c e d  l o n g - t e r m  p u b l i c  f u n d s  n e e d e d  f o r  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  
t r a i n i n g ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  c a r e ,  a n d  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  as  t h e y  
g r o w  u o .  I t  y i e l d s  s o c i a l  b e n e f i t s  b y  r e d u c i n g  s t r e s s  o n  f am i l i e s  a n d  r e s u l t a n t  
a b u s e ,  d i v o r c e ,  a n d  d om e s t i c  v i o l e n c e .

I N F A N T  L E A R N IN G  P R O G R A M S  F35

N u m b e r o f C h i l d r e n 800
N u m b e r o f P r o g r a m s 20
N u m b e r o f C om m u n i t i e s 74
N u m b e r o f Home  V i s i t s 9 . 000
H o u r s  o f  Home T r a i n i n g 1 6 , 213
N u m b e r o f T  r a i n e r s 43

I N F A N T  L E A R N IN G  G R A N T S  B R U ,  H e a l t h  G r a n t s  P r o g r a m ,  DHT .SS

F85 A u t h o r i z e d $2 , 0 4 1 . 9
F8 6 A u t h o r i z e d 3 2 , 3 4 1 . 9
F57 DH & SS $ 2 , 8 5 1  . 9 - 5 2 0
F87 G o v e r n o r $ 2 , 3 4 1  . 9

F87 C o u n c i l  R e c o m m e n d e d 3 2 , 8 6 1 . 9 I n c r e a s e



INFANT LEARNING PROGRAMS

The h i s t o r y  o f  A l a s k a ' s  In fan t  L e a rn in g  P ro g r am s  is 
b r i e f  bu t  d r am a t i c .  It d em on s t r a t e s  w e l l - p l a c e d  c on c e rn  on 
th e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  id en t i f i c a t ion  and  t r e a tm en t  o f  c h i l d r e n  
with h an d i c a p p in g  c on d i t i o n s .  It means t h a t  c h i l d r e n  born  
wi th  impa i rmen t s  o r  h igh  r i s k  o f  impa i rmen t s  d u e  to e n ­
v i r o nm en t a l ,  b io - so c i a l  o r  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  can now r e c e i v e  
s e r v i c e s  wh ich  will e n c o u r a g e  t h e i r  mental an d  ph y s i c a l  
d e v e lo pm en t  to minimize l o n g - t e rm  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  h an d i c a p­
p ing c on d i t i o n s .  It a l so  d em on s t r a t e s  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s t a b l e  fu n d in g  b a s e  fo r a p r o g r am  h e a v i l y  
impac ted  b y  t h e  h igh  r a t e  o f  s t a t e w i d e  popu la t ion  g r ow th

"I w i sh  to c o n g r a t ­
u la t e  th e  D e p a r t­
ment a n d  t h e  L e g i s ­
l a t u r e  fo r  y o u r  
c a r e f u l  s p o n s o r s h i p  
o f  t h i s  i n c r e d i b l y  
v a l u a b l e  p ro g r am  
a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e . "
U rban  Mavor

A . 5 .  4 7 .2 0  w a s  am ended  b y  the L e g i s l a t u r e  in 1979 to 
a u th o r i z e  th e  Depa r tmen t  o f  Health and  Soc ia l  S e r v i c e s  to 
p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t  to local g r o u p s  p r o v i d i n g  d ev e lopmen ta l  
s e r v i c e s  to c h i l d r e n  with h an d i c a p s  from b i r t h  to a g e  t h r e e .
A f t e r  a go  t h r e e ,  t h e y  become e l i g i b l e  u n d e r  A . S .  14 .18  to 
e n t e r  local schoo l d i s t r i c t  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r am s .

INFANT LEARN]NC PROCRAHS 
C h i l d r e n  E n r o I  I o d • ( F 7 8 - F 0 4 I

INFANT LEARNING PROCRAHS

"Th e  p r o g r am  is a 
c r e d i t  to A l a s k a  fo r  
mee t ing  h an d i c a p p e d  
c h i l d r e n ' s  n e e d s .  
Cu r  fami ly is g r a t e -» of Communities Served (F7B-F8SI ful fo r  tllC Va luab le

I0lln«/Vl«ut1 ly \mm» lre« 
rm4 r r a , r „ ,  I

p e c  rf\ ”• <=PD VQjrncr'  b  
fir i h c
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T h r e e  f a c t o r s ,  c i t e d  by  Smith and  S t r a in  (NIE D ig e s t ,  
1984) a r e  p r e s e n t  in e f f e c t i v e  in f an t  l e a rn in g  p ro g r am s  
s t u d i e d  n a t ionw id e .  T h e s e  in c lu d e  th e  a g e  o f  the  ch i ld a t  
th e  time o f  in t e r v e n t i o n  ( th e  e a r l i e r  th e  b e t t e r ) ,  p a r en t  
in vo l v em en t  ( p a r e n t s  n e ed  t h e  s u p p o r t  and  s k i l l s  n e c e s s a r y  
to cope w i th  t h e i r  ch i l d ' s  s p e c i a l  needs) , and  th e  amount o f  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  the  p r o g r am  model ( f r e q u e n c y ,  i n t e n s i t y ,  d e ­
g r e e  o f  i n d i v id u a l i z a t i o n ,  and  c l a r i t y  o f  o b j e c t i v e s ) .

Key l a n gu a g e  in A . S .  4 7 .2 0  r e q u i r e s  in vo lv em en t  o f  
p a r e n t s  in th e  edu c a t i on  and t r a in in g  o f  t h e i r  y oung  c h i l -  
d r e n  a n d ,  to the  maximum e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  f o c u s e s  on the 
fami ly home a s  th e  ch i l d ' s  l e a rn in g  e n v i r o n m en t . S e r v i c e s  
a r e  t h e r e f o r e  p r o v i d e d  b y  in f an t  l e a rn in g  t e a c h e r s  or ch i ld 
d e v e lo pm en t  s p e c i a l i s t s  w i th  b a c k g r o u n d s  in t e a ch in g ,  
n u r s i n g  o r  t h e r a p e u t i c  s e r v i c e s .  T h e s e  s p e c i a l i s t s  p r o v id e  
a s s i s t a n c e  to p a r e n t s ,  t h u s  r e i n f o r c i n g  the role or [He 
p a r e n t  a s  the most in f luen t i a l  f a c t o r  in the ch i l d ' s  g r ow th  
and  d e v e lo pm en t .  In u r b an  a r e a s  w e e k l y  v i s i t s  a r e  made to 
the ch i ld  and p a r e n t s  in t h e i r  own home. T h o s e  may be 
au gm en t e d  b y  s e s s i o n s  in a c e n t e r  w h e r e  a g r o u p  o f  c h i l­
d r e n  and  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  r e c e i v e  s e r v i c e s .  In ru r a l  a r e a s ,  
home t r a in in g  s e s s i o n s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  e v e r y  two w e e k s  or 
once a month ,  s u pp l em en t ed  b y  w e e k l y  v i s i t s  o f v i l l a g e  
t e a c h e r  a i d e s  in p r o g r am s  a t  Mono, B e th e l ,  McGrath and  
K o t z e b u e . .

a loss ,  
to sa\ 

never  
e x n e n -

"So  many p a r e n t s  o 
h an d i c a p p e d  ch i l­
d r e n  a r e  a t  
I'm h ap p y  
th a t  w e ' v e  
had th a t  
on c e .  Th e  p r o g r a r  
h e lp s  s u p p l y  that 
c o n s t a n t  n e ed  for 
emot ional s u p p o r t . "
Mo th e r ,  P e t e r s b u r g

Long i tud ina l  s t u d i e s  o f  s u c h  p r o g r am s  h a v e  r e p e a t e d l y  
d em on s t r a t e d  tha t  e a r l y  id en t i f i c a t ion  and  sp e c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  
p ay o f f  in r e d u c in g  the n e ed  to r  sp e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n s e r v i c e s  
and  l i f e - l on g  d e p e n d e n c y  on pub l i c  s e r v i c e s . Th e  e a r l i e r  
in t e r v e n t i o n  b e g in s  the lower the  l i f e - l o n g  c o s t  o f  sp ec ia l  
s e r v i c e s .  Tota l c o s t  o f  sp e c i a l  e d u c a t i on  s e r v i c e s  may be 
r e d u c e d  b y  2 5 i f s e r v i c e s  b e g in  a t  b i r t h  a s  c ompa r ed  with 
a g e  6 b e c a u s e  o f  the remed ia t ion  and  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  d e v e l o p -  

_nenta l  p rob lem s  wh ich  wou ld o t h e rw i s e  r e q u i r e  more spec ia l  
s e r v i c e s  l a t e r  (Wood, 1981) .  For e v e r y  do l l a r  s p en t  oTT 
e a r l y  t r e a tm en t  the S t a t e  o f  T e n n e s s e e  c a l c u l a t e s  $7 .00  in 
s a v i n g s  w i th in  36 months ( S n i d e r  et a l ,  1974) .  Many 
"Alaskan c h i l d r e n  wi th  s p e e c h ,  l a n g u a g e  and  g e n e r a l  deveT- 
opmenta l  d e l a y s ,  who h a v e  b e en  s e r v e d  in the  la s t  fou r  
y e a r s ,  h a v e  not r e q u i r e d  sp e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  upon 
e n t r y  to p ub l i c  s ch oo l .  O th e r s  ', ! th  more s e r i o u s  h an d i c a p ­
p ing  cond i t io n s  can b eg in  pub l i c  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p ro g r am s  
p romp t ly  at  a g e  t h r e e ,  t h e r e b y  s a v i n g  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  
wha t  wou ld o t h e rw i s e  h a v e  b e en  lost  t ime in t h e i r  e d u c a ­
tional p r o c e s s .

The  1980 0 -2  popu la t ion  w a s  e s t im a t ed  at  24,461 with 
732 o r  a minimum o f  t h r e e  p e r  c en t  u r b a n  ani l s e v e n  p e r  
c e n t  o f  r u r a l  c h i l d r e n  e s t im a t ed  to be " a t  r i s k "  o f  h av ing  
d e v e lo pm en ta l  d e l a y s  or h an d i c a p p in g  c ond i t io n s  r e q u i r i n g  
e a r l y  i n t e r v e n t i o n  s e r v i c e s .  The  1 985 0 -2  popu la t ion  is

"I am c e r t a i n  that 
o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n s  
s h a r e  n y  op in ion as 
to the v a l u e  o f  the 
p r o g r am .  E v e r y  
do l l a r  a l l o c a t e d  to 
th i s  p r o g r am  is a 
w o r thwh i l e  i n v e s t ­
ment .  "
P e d i a t r i c i a n , 
K e tch ik an

"I d i r e c t l y  s e c  the 
b en e f i c i a l  r e s u l t s  to 
t r o u b l e d  f am i l i e s . "
Socia l
B a r r ow W o rk e r .



e s t im a t e d  a t  3 3 , 1 5 0 .  Th e  t a r g e t  popu la t ion  fo r  in fan t  
l e a rn in g  p r o g r am s  is now 1,111 c h i l d r e n .

T h i s  popu la t ion  i n c r e a s e  s e v e r e l y  impac t s  th e  r e s o u r c e s  
o f  an a l r e a d y  u n d e r f u n d e d  p ro g r am  s t r u g g l i n g  to meet  
n e e d s  o f  th o s e  c h i l d r e n  and  fami l ies a l r e a d y  b e in g  s e r v e d .  
In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  i t 's  imposs ib le  to p r o v i d e  l e s s  than  ma in te­
n an c e  fu nd in g  to a p ro g r am  b e g u n  on ly  s e v e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  
wh ich  h a s  not y e t  b een  a d e q u a t e l y  f u n d e d ,  and  e x p e c t  
p ro g r am  q u a l i t y  and r e s u l t s  to remain h i g h .  Due to the 
i n c r e a s i n g  demand fo r  s e r v i c e  and  r e d u c e d  amount o f  f e d e r ­
al P . L .  89 -313 fund in g  a v a i l a b l e  in F 8 5 , th e  e s t im a t ed  
fund in g  p e r  ch i ld  will be  be low $ 2 ,0 0 0 .  Ful l s e r v i c e  would 
c o s t  $3 ,7 00  p e r  ch i l d .

C u r r e n t  v/ait ing l i s t s  o f  id en t i f i e d  c h i l d r e n  in c lu d e :
A n ch o r a g e  39
Be th e l  37
S ew a r d  9
Ma t -Su  1')

‘ V a ld e z  2
* C.ordova 3
‘ A l e u t i a n s  4
‘ T an an a  Ch ie f s  Reg ion 13

"I en ro l l e d  my 
d a u g h t e r  l a s t  y e a r  
and  I am p ro ud  to 
s a y  th i s  w a s  one o f  
th e  b e s t  d e c i s i o n s  I 
h a v e  made .  She  
s p e n t  h e r  f i r s t  f i v e  
w e e k s  in the h o s p i­
tal in A n c h o r a g e ,  
and  I w a s  not ab l e  
to s t a y  with h e r  so 
I d i d n ' t  know wha t  
to e x p e c t .  Th e  
p ro g r am  h e lp ed  me 
to u n d e r s t a n d  the  
e x t r a  c a r e  and  
a t t en t i on  sh e  would 
n e e d . "
Mother ,  Nome

TOTAL Wail ing L is t 121
* Ch i ld ren  id en t i f i e d  b y  m ed i c a l /h e a l th  p e r s o n n e l  in 
a r e a s  w h e r e  no ch i ld  f ind o r  s c r e e n i n g  h a s  b e en  done 
to i d e n t i f y  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  n e ed in g  s e r v i c e .
Bach d a y ,  w e e k ,  month o r  y e a r  tha t  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  in 

n e ed  o f  in f an t  l e a rn in g  p ro g r am  s e r v i c e s  wa i t  fo r  s e r v i c e s  
will r e s u l t  in much more l o n g - t e rm  s t a t e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  than 
i f  the s t a t e  p r o v i d e d  t h e  n e e d e d  fu n d in g  now.

INFANT I.FANNING I'KOGKAMS

F78 F79 r 80 F81 FH2 FH j F84 F85
Number of Children Enrolled During Year 78 141 259 396 528 691 793 890*
Number of "rogrnms 6 8 12 15 18 18 19 19
Number of Communities 6 8 15 25 40 53 64 74
Number of Home Visits 4, 278 5.710 7,238 7.460
Hours of Horae Training 8,300 13,684 33,827 16,175
Number of Teachers 20 27 26 31 34

COST PER CHII.n 1,153 7,312 1 ,299 1 ,533 7.78 7 1 .900 2,535 . 1 3 5*TOTAI. COST (In thousands) 89. V )2b.O J35.2 807,1 1 ,465.9 1.313.0 2.010.7 1 ,891 .8

*Esr Imnted number of enrollment:! for FH5, based on ratio ol 1 tic r during previous years.



S e r v i c e  to t h e s e  c h i l d r en  and t h e i r  famil ies p lu s  in­
c r e a s i n g  th e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  home v i s i t s  o f  c h i l d r e n  who a r e  
on ly  b e in g  s e en  month ly  o r  e v e r y  two mon th s ,  b u t  who 
n e ed  to he s e en  w e e k l y ,  would r e q u i r e  an add i t i on a l  f o u r ­
t een  t e a c h e r s  s t a t ew id e  p lu s  a numbe r  o f  a i d e s  to a s s i s t  in 
sma l l ,  r emote  v i l l a g e s .

O v e r  60% or  a b o u t  500 c h i l d r e n  en ro l l e d  in in fan t  
l e a rn in g  r e q u i r e  m u l t i d i s c ip l in a r y  e v a lu a t i o n s  or 
r e - e v a l u a t i o n s  a s  well a s  s p e c i a l i z e d  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s  sucFi 
a s  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  o r  s p e e c h  t h e r a p y .  Th e  Div is ion o f  
Pub l i c  Health h a s  d e t e rm in ed  t h a t  the  most e f f i c i e n t  w ay  to 
p r o v i d e  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  a t  the r e q u i r e d  q u a l i t y  l eve l  is to 
h a v e  a s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  team o f  p e d i a t r i c  s p e c i a l i s t s  in ea ch  
c f  th e  t h e r a p y  a r e a s  who can work  t o g e t h e r  a s  ev a lu a t ion  
t eams and  in d i v id u a l l y  to p r o v i d e  a c tu a l  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s  to 
c h i l d r e n  e n r o l l e d  in t h e  local p rog ram s ' ! P r io r  to November 
1984 , d i a g n o s t i c  e v a lu a t i o n s  o c c u r r e d  only on c e  a y e a r  with 
e s s e n t i a l l y  no fo l l ow -up  s e r v i c e s  fo r  t h e s e  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  
o r  o c cu p a t i on a l  t h e r a p y  n e e d s  u n l e s s  th i s  w a s  th e  p r o f e s ­
s ional  s p e c i a l t y  of th e  in f an t  l e a rn in g  t e a c h e r .  The  new 
s u p p o r t  p r o g r am  p l a n ,  d u e  to l imited F85 f u n d in g ,  will 
s e r v e  on ly  s e v e n  o f  th e  n in e t e en  p r o g r am s  s t a t e w i d e .

O th e r  unmet  p ro g r am  n e e d s  in c lu d e :  t r a in in g  for
g r o u p s  o f  p a r e n t s ,  family c o u n s e l i n g ,  ch i ld  o r i e n t e d  a c t i v i t y  
g r oup s ' ,  t e a c h e r  and a ;de  t r a i n i n g ,  and  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to 
o b s e r v e  o t h e r  p ro g r am s ' ! FY86 b u d g e t  r e q u e s t  l e v e l s  
( i n c r e a s e  o f  .03%) will r e s u l t  in a c tu a l  r e d u c t io n  o f  e x i s t i n g  
s e r v i c e s  in u r b a n  and  ru ra l  a r e a s .  It is a n t i c i p a t e d  tha t  
few o f  th e  121 in f a n t s  on wa i t ing  l i s t s  will b e  s e r v e d  thi s 
y e a r .  An add i t iona l  100 c h i l d r e n  will be  a d d e d  to wa i t ing  
l i s t s  n e x t  y e a r  wi th  no hope o f  r e c e i v i n g  s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  the 
F86 b u d g e t  a s  c u r r e n t l y  p r o p o s e d .

"My h u s b a n d  and  I 
h a v e  had to dea l  
w i th  many p eop l e  in 
o r d e r  to h e lp  our 
t w o - y e a r - o l d  d a u g h ­
t e r  w i th  c e r e b r a l  
p a l s y .  Home-ba s ed  
t h e r a p y  wou ld  be 
v e r y  h e l p f u l .  Our 
d a u g h t e r  i s  a 
d i f f e r e n t  ch i ld  a t  
home than  s h e  is in 
s t r a n g e  p l a c e s .
H o n e - b a s e d  t h e r a p y  
would a l so  he lp 
k e e p  h e r  home 
a d a p t i v e  e q u i p n e n t  
c u r r e n t  w i th  h e r  
d e v e l o p m e n t s . "
P a r e n t s ,  A n ch o r a g e



INFANT LEARNING PROGRAM ENROLLMENTS AND FUNDING

1

1

1

Re g i o n  

Communi t y / A r e a

Pop.

0 - 2

E s t .

Need

PROGRAM ENROLLMENTS PROGRAM BUDGET FUNDING

REQUEST

F86F 82 * F 83 * FB4* FDA F85

J uneau 23 29 31 6 4 . 4 7 1 . 7 7 5 . 3
K e t c h i k a n 34 21 27 5 1 . 3 5 3 . 7 6 0 . 0
P e t e r s b u r g 13 13 14 2 1 . 1 2 5 . 3 2 7 . 4

S i t k a 21 21 32 5 2 . 7 6 1 . 7 7 1 . 7

SOUTHEAST TOTAL 3 , 9 5 3 118 92 84 104 1 8 9 . 5 2 1 2 . 4 2 3 3 . 8

A l e u t i a n  Ch a i n 0 0 0 0 0 0

A nch or a ge 133 196 220 2 8 7 . 0 3 5 1 . 0 5 3 2 . 6

C h u g i a k 20 45 65 9 1 . 1 1 0 8 . 0 2 4 5 . 2
Copper C e n t e r 0 0 0 0 0 0

Cordova 0 0 0 0 0 0

Homer 2 13 18 5 4 . 6 5 7 . 9 6 6 . 0

Kenai  A re a 18 24 35 7 0 . 3 3 9 . 8 1 2 9 . 0
K o d i a k 12 12 15 3 1 . 0 “ 5 . 2 5 2 . 9

M a t - S u  Area 35 58 58 4 7 . 5 6 0 . 5 1 9 6 . 5

V a l d e z 0 0 0 0 0 0

N o r t h  P a c i f i c  Rim 0 0 ★ 0 0 4 4 . 0

Seward 0 0 0 0 0 4 2 . 8

SOUTHCENTRAL TOTAL 2 0 , 8 1 3 624 220 348 411 5 8 1 . 5 7 1 2 . 4 1 , 3 0 9 . 0

F a i r b a n k s 121 115 128 2 5 0 . 0 2 6 5 . 0 3 2 0 . 9

M c Gr a t h 0 0 5 5 4 . 6 6 9 . 9 8 5 . 5

Tanana C h i e f s 10 34 0 0 0 0

Tanana 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 . 9

CENTRAL TOTAL 5 , 4 3 8 163 139 149 133 3 0 4 . 6 3 3 4 . 9 4 3 1 . 3

D i l l i n g h a n  Area 12 13 16 7 3 . 0 7 4 . 6 8 0 . 0

SOUTHWEST TOTAL 374 26 12 13 16 7 3 . 0 7 4 . 6 8 0 . 0

B e t h e l  Area 43 47 54 1 5 3. 1 1 8 1. 5 3 3 0 . 8

WEST TOTAL 1 , 2 2 8 86 43 4 7 54 1 5 3. 1 1 8 1. 5 3 3 0 . 8

K o t z eb u e 0 0 10 4 0 . 4 8 9 . 0 '  4 0 . 4

Nome Area 16 38 54 1 7 7 . 0 1 7 7 . 0 1 8 7 . 6

NORTHWEST TOTAL 1 , 0 1 0 71 16 38 64 2 1 7 . 4 2 6 6 . 0 2 2 8 . 0

B a r ro w Arp? 9 14 21 6 4 . 9 7 5 . 4 8 2 . 0

NORTHERN TOTAL 334 23 g 14 21 6 4 . 9 7 5 . 4 8 2 . 0

B l i n d ' * ' 29 71 67 1 6 9 . 7 1 8 4 . 2 2 5 9 . 9

Dea f * * * 25 25 39 8 3 . 6 8 4 . 0 1 3 0 . 0

PROGRAM TOTAL 54 96 106 2 5 3 . 3 2 6 8 . 2 3 8 9 . 9

TOTALS 3 3 , 1 5 0 1 , 111 585 707 899 1 , 8 3 7 . 3 2 , 1 2 5 . 4 3 , 0 8 4 . 8

1

S o u r c e s :  1

• k
* k •

F 8 4 - 8 6  A l a s k a  S t a t e  P l a n  o f  S e r v i c e s  f o r  P e r s o n s  w i t h  D e v e l o p m e n t a l  
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D I GE ST

THE ARGUMENT FOR EARLY SIMTERVEWTION
What is Early Intervention?
Early intervention means discovering that a child between 
birth and school age has or is at risk of having a handicapping 
condition or other special need that may affect his or her 
development and then providing services to lessen the effects 
of the condition. Eariy intervention can be remedial or preven­
tive in nature— remediating existing developmental problems 
or preventing then occurrance. Early intervention may begin at 
any time between birth and school age; however, there are 
many reasons to begin as early as possible.

Why Intervene Early?

There are three primary reasons for intervening early with an 
exceptional child— to enhance the child's development, to 
provide support and assistance to the family, and to maximize 
the child's and family's benefit to society.
Child development research has established that the rate of 

human learning and development is most rapid in the pre­
school years. Timing of intervention becomes particularly im­
portant when a child runs the risk of missing an opportunity to 
learn during a state of maximum readiness. If the most "teach­
able moments" or readiness stages are not taken advantage 
of. a child may have difficulty learning a particular skill at a later 
time.
Early intervention services have a significant impact as well 

‘nr the parents and siblings of an exceptional infant or young 
child. The family of a young exceptional child often feels dis­
appointment. social isolation, added economic stress, frustra­
tion, and helplessness. The compounded stress of the pres­
ence of an exceptional child may affect the families' well-being 
and interfere with the child's development. Families of handi­
capped children are found to experience increased instances 
of divorce and suicide, and a handicapped child is more likely 
to be abused than is a nonhandicapped child. Early interven­
tion for parents results in improved attitudes about themselves 
and their child, improved information and skills for teaching 
their child, ang more time for both work and leisure. Parents of 
gilted preschoolers also need early services so that they may 
better provide the supportive and nourishing environment 
needed by the child.
A third reason for intervening early is that society will reap 

maximum oeneMs. The child's increased developmental and 
educational gams and decreased dependence upon social 
institutions, as well as the family's increased ability to cope 
with the presence of an exceptional child and. perhaps in­
creased ability for employment, provide economic as well as 
social benenis.

Is Early Intervention Really Effective?

Alter nearly cO years ol research there is still a great deal to 
earn Efforts to document etlectiveness have been hindered 
by experimental design problems associated with: low- 
incidence handicapping conditions, Ihe diversity ol children s 
oroDloms and the limited scope of available assessment in­
struments However, even with these problems, there is 
evidence— doth ouanlilative (riata-based) and qualitative i re­

ports of parents, teachers)— that early intervention increases 
(he developmental educational gains for the child, improves 
Ihe tunctionmg of Ihe family, and reaps long term benefits to 
sociely. Early intervention for handicapped or disadvantaged 
children has been shown to result in Ihe child's needing fewer 
special education and other habllltative services later in life, 
being retained in grade less often, and in some cases, actually 
being indistinguishable from nonhandicapped classmates 
years affer intervention.
Disadvantaged and gifted preschool-aged children benelil 

from eariy intervention as well. Longitudinal data on disadvan­
taged children who had participated in the Ypsilanti Perry 
Preschool Proiect showed that they had made significant 
gains by age 15 (Schweinhart & Weikart. 1980). These chil­
dren were more committed to schooling and were doing better 
in school than children who end not attend preschool. They 
scored higher on reading, antnmetic. and language achieve­
ment tests at ail grade levels; snowed a 50% reduction in the 
need for special education services through the end of high 
school; and showed less anti-social or delinquent behavior 
outside of school. Karnes (1983) asserts that underachieve­
ment in the gifted child may be prevented by early identifica­
tion and appropriate programming

Is Early Intervention Cost Effective?

The available data emphasize the long term cost effective­
ness of early intervention. The highly specialized, com­
prehensive services necessary to produce the desired de­
velopmental gams are often, cn a short term basis, more 
costly than traditional school-aged service delivery models. 
However ihere are significant examples of long-term cost 
savings trial result from such early intervention programs.

• A longitudinal study of children who had participated in Ihe 
Perry Preschool Proiect (Schweinhart & Weikart, 1980) 
Tound that when schools invest about S3.000 lor one year ol 
preschool education for a child, they immediately begin to 
recover their investment through savings in special educa­
tion services. Benefits included S668 from (he mother's 
released lime while the child attended preschool; S3.353 
saved by the pub'ic schools because children with pre­
school education had fewer years in special education and 
were retained for fewer years in grades; and S10,798 in 
projected life-time earnings for Ihe child.

• Wood (1981) calculated the total cumulative costs to age 18 
of special educalion services to a child beginning interven­
tion at; (a) birth, (b) age two. (c) age 6, and (d) at age 6 with 
no eventual movement to reoular education. She found that 
tfie total costs were actually less if begun at birth! Total cost 
of special services begun at birth was S37.273 and total cost 
if begun at age 6 was between S4R.816 and S53.3-10 The 
cost is less Ihe earlier the intervention because of the re­
mediation and prevention of developmental problems 
which would have required special services laler m lite

• A three year Inilow-up m Tennessee showed that lor every 
dollar spent on early treatment. $7 00 in savings were 
realized within 16 months. This savings resulted Irom defer­
ral of special class placement and institutionalization 'nr



severe behavior disordered children (Snider, Sullivan. A 
Manning, 1974)

• A recent evaluation ot Colorado's statewide early interven­
tion services reports a cost savings ot $4.00 lor every S1.00 
spent within a three-year period (McNulty. Smith, & Soper, 
1983).

Arc- There Critical Factors That Affect the Success of 
Early Intervention Programs?

While there have been too few aitempts to determine critical 
features of early intervention programs, there are three recur­
rent (actors present in most effective programs. These include 
the age of the child at the time of intervention, parent involve­
ment, and the intensity and/or the amount of structure of the 
program model.

1 Many studies report lhal the earlier the intervention the 
more effective. With intervention at birth, or as soon after 
the diagnosis of a disability as possible, the developmental 
gains are greatest and the likelihood of developing prob­
lems later is reduced. (Garland et nl., 1981)

2. The involvement of parents in their child's treatment is also 
important. The data show that parents of both handicaoped 
and gifted preschool children need the support and skills 
necessary to cope with their child's special needs. 
(Beckman-Bell, 1981)

3. Highly structured programs appear to be the most success­
ful (While. 1984). That is. maximum benefits are reported in 
programs that clearly specify and frequently monitor the 
child's and family’s behavioral objectives, precisely identify 
teacher behaviors and activities that are to be used in each 
lesson, utilize task analysis procedures, and regularly use 
child assessment and progress data to modify instiuction. 
In addition to structure, the intensity of Ihe services, particu­
larly for severely disordered children, can significantly af­
fect outcomes (Lovaas, 1982). Finally, individualizing in­
struction and services to specifically meet the childs' needs 
also increases a program's effectiveness.
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In t roduced :  3/6/85R e f e r r e d :  Hea l th ,  Education & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

BY FAIRS, FERGUSON, ZIEGLER,IN THE SENATE RODEY, STURGULEWSKI AND HALFORD
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO, 13 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

R e l a t i n g  to i n f a n t  l e a rn in g  programs.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

V/HEREAS the Educa tion o f  the Handicapped A.ct (P .L . 94-142) r e q u i r e s
each s t a t e  to p rov ide  educa t ion  s e r v i c e s  to  handicapped c h i l d r e n ;  and

V/HEREAS the L e g i s l a t u r e  has exp r e s s ed  i t s  commitment to  c a r r y  out the
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P.L.  94-142 through the enactment o f  AS 1 4 .3 0 . 1 8 0 ,  which 
i n d i c a t e s  the S t a t e ' s  i n t e n t  to p rov ide  "an ap p rop r i a t e  p ub l i c  educa t ion  
f o r  e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  in  the s t a t e  who a re  a t  l e a s t  th r e e  y e a r s  o f  age
but l e s s  than 22 y e a r s  o f  a g e " ; and

V/HEREAS the L e g i s l a t u r e  has f u r t h e r  exp re s s ed  i t s  commitment to p ro­
v id e  p ub l i c  educa t ion  and t r a i n i n g  to e x c e p t i o n a l  ch i l d r e n  under the age o f 
th r e e  through the enactment o f  AS 4 7 .2 0 . 0 0 5 ,  which d i r e c t s  the Department 
o f  Health and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  to e s t a b l i s h  to the maximum ex t en t  p o s s i b l e  
"a l e a rn in g  program which emphasizes i n d i v i d u a l  needs ,  i s  home based ,  and
in vo l v e s  pa r en t s  in  the educa t ion  and t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n " ;  and

V/HEREAS the l e g i s l a t u r e  f ind s  tha t  the Department o f Hea lth and S o c i a l  
S e r v i c e s  i s  doing an e x c e l l e n t  job  in  meeting the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  AS 4 7 . 2 0 . -  
005, in s p i t e  o f  the l im i t e d  l e v e l  o f  funding a v a i l a b l e  to support  th e s e  
s e r v i c e s  when compared to the  number o f i d e n t i f i e d  c h i l d r e n  in need ; and

V/HEREAS i t  i s  the in t en t  o f  the L e g i s l a t u r e  tha t  a l l  e x c e p t i o n a l  
c h i l d r en  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  age and r e s i d e n c e  in  the s t a t e  r e c e i v e  b e n e f i t  from
in fan t  l e a rn in g  and s p e c i a l  educa t ion  programs; and

V/HEREAS s p e c i a l  educa t ion  programs a re c u r r e n t l y  funded as p a r t  o f  the 
Department of Edu ca t ion ' s  p ub l i c  schoo l foundat ion program and i n f a n t  
l e a rn in g  programs a re  not ;  and

S C R  13
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10

WHEREAS an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  the L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  commitment to A l a s k a ' s  
ve ry  young e x c ep t i on a l  c h i l d r en  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  funding to support i n f a n t  
l e a rn in g  as w e l l  as s p e c i a l  educa t ion  programs;

BE IT RESOLVED by the A laska S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  th a t  the Department o f  
Educa tion i s  r eque s t ed  to work w i th  the Department o f  Hea lth and S o c i a l  
S e r v i c e s  to determine how r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  in f a n t  l e a rn in g  s e r v i c e s  cu r­
r e n t l y  p rov ided by the Department o f Hea l th  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  can be

8 c o o p e r a t i v e l y  implemented with the Department o f  Educa t ion and how funding
9 can be in co rpo ra t ed  in to  the p u b l i c  s choo l  founda t ion  program; and be i t  

FURTHER RESOLVED tha t  implementat ion o f  program r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s
11 should in c lude  con t inua t ion  by the Department o f  Education o f  the emphasis
12 c u r r e n t l y  p la c ed  by the Department o f  Hea lth and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  on
13 i n d i v id u a l  needs in a home-based s e t t i n g  and the involvement o f  p a r en t s  in
14 the educa t ion  and t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ;  and be i t
15 FURTHER RESOLVED tha t  the Department o f  Educa t ion i s  r eques t ed  to
16 repor t  to  the L e g i s l a t u r e  how funding f o r  in f a n t  l e a rn in g  programs can be
17 in co rpo ra t ed  in to  the pub l i c  schoo l  foundat ion program as c a t e g o r i c a l
18 funding f o r  i n f a n t  l e a rn in g  programs; and be i t
19 FURTHER RESOLVED tha t  both depar tments work w i th  the In t e r ag ency
20 Planning Group fo r  E ar ly  Childhood S p e c i a l  Education in the development o f
21 the departments '  r epo r t  to  the L e g i s l a t u r e ;  and be i t
22 FURTHER RESOLVED tha t  the r epo r t  be submit ted to the L e g i s l a t u r e  by
23 the 10th day o f the Second S e s s ion  o f  the Four teen th L e g i s l a t u r e .
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BIT THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND1 IN THE SENATE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE
2 CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 13 (HESS)
3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
5 R e l a t i n g  to  in f a n t  l e a rn in g  programs.
6 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
7 WHEREAS the Education o f the Handicapped Act (P .L . 94-142) r e q u i r e s
8 each s t a t e  to  p rov ide  educa t ion  s e r v i c e s  to handicapped c h i l d r e n ;  and
9 V/HEREAS the L e g i s l a t u r e  has exp re s s ed  i t s  commitment to c a r r y  out the

10 p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P .L . 94-142 through the enactment o f  AS 1 4 . 3 0 . 1 8 0 ,  which
11 i n d i c a t e s  the S t a t e ’ s i n t e n t  to p rov ide  "an a p p ro p r i a t e  p u b l i c  educa t ion
12 f o r  e x c ep t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  in  the s t a t e  who a re  a t  l e a s t  th r e e  y e a r s  o f  age
13 but l e s s  than 22 y e a r s  o f  ag e " ;  and
14 WHEREAS the L e g i s l a t u r e  has f u r t h e r  exp r e s s ed  i t s  commitment to "pro -
15 v id e  app rop r i a t e  p u b l i c  educa t ion  and t r a i n i n g  f o r  the e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n
16 in t h i s  s t a t e  who have not reached the age o f  t h r e e "  through the enactment
17 o f  AS 4 7 .2 0 . 0 0 5 ,  which d i r e c t s  the Department o f  Hea lth and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s
18 to e s t a b l i s h  to the maximum ex t en t  p o s s i b l e  "a l e a rn in g  program which
19 emphasi ses  i n d i v i d u a l  needs ,  i s  home based ,  and in vo l v e s  p a r en t s  in the
20 educa t ion  and t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n " ;  and
21 V/HEREAS the l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  tha t  the Department o f  Health and S o c i a l
22 S e r v i c e s  i s  doing an e x c e l l e n t  job  in  meet ing the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  AS 4 7 . 2 0 . -
23 005 , in s p i t e  of the l im i t e d  l e v e l  o f  funding a v a i l a b l e  to support  th e se
24 s e r v i c e s  when compared to the number o f  i d e n t i f i e d  c h i l d r e n  in  need ; and
25 WHEREAS i t  i s  the  i n t e n t  o f  the L e g i s l a t u r e  tha t  a l l  e x c e p t i o n a l
26 c h i l d r en  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  age and r e s i d e n c e  in  the s t a t e  r e c e i v e  b e n e f i t  from
27 in f a n t  l e a rn in g  and s p e c i a l  educa t ion  programs., and
28 WHEREAS s p e c i a l  educa t ion  programs a r e  c u r r e n t l y  funded as p a r t  o f  the
29 Department o f  Edu ca t ion ' s  p ub l i c  schoo l foundat ion program and in f a n t

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  F a i k s ,  F e r g u s o n ,
Z i e g l e r ,  et al

-1- C S S C R  1 3 ( H E S S )



1 l e a rn in g  programs a re  funded on a g r an t s  b a s i s  through the Department o f
2 Health and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ;  and
3 WHEREAS an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  the L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  commitment to  A l a s k a ' s
4 ve ry  young e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  funding to support in f a n t
5 l e a rn in g  as w e l l  as s p e c i a l  edu ca t ion  programs;
6 BE IT RESOLVED by the A la ska  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  tha t  the Department o f
7 Educa tion i s  r eque s ted  to work w i th  the Department o f  Health and S o c i a l
8 S e r v i c e s  to dete rmine how in f a n t  l e a rn in g  s e r v i c e s  c u r r e n t l y  p rov ided by
9 the Department o f  Health and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  can be c o o p e r a t i v e l y  imple-

10 mented with the Department o f  Educa t ion and whether or how funding can be
11 in co rpo ra t ed  in to  the p u b l i c  s choo l  founda t ion program; and be i t
12 FURTHER RESOLVED tha t  implementa t ion of program r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s
13 should in c lud e  con t inu a t i on  o f  the emphasis c u r r e n t l y  p la c ed  by the Depart -
14 rnent o f  Health and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  on i n d i v i d u a l  needs in a home-based
15 s e t t i n g  and the involvement o f  p a r en t s  i n  the educa t ion  and t r a i n i n g  o f
16 t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ;  and be i t
17 FURTHER RESOLVED th a t  the Department o f Educa tion i s  r equ e s t ed  to
18 r ep o r t  to the L e g i s l a t u r e  on whether or how funding f o r  in f a n t  l e a rn in g
L9 programs can be in co rpo r a t ed  in to  the , . lb l i c  school  foundat ion program as
2U c a t e g o r i c a l  funding f o r  in f a n t  l e a rn in g  programs; and be i t
21 FURTHER RESOLVED th a t  the repo r t  be submitted to  the L e g i s l a t u r e  by
22 the 10th day o f the Second S e s s i on  o f the Fourteenth L e g i s l a t u r e .
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A N A L Y S I S  F O R  S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  1 3

R e l a t i n g  t o  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m s

T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  r e q u e s t s  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  m e t h o d s  f o r  
f u n d i n g  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  s e r v i c e s .  C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e s  s e r v i c e s  t h r o u g h  a  
g r a n t  p r o g r a m .  T h e  l e v e l  o f  f u n d i n g  h a s  n e v e r  k e p t  u p  w i t h  
t h e  n um b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  n e e d  o f  s e r v i c e s .
One o p t i o n  f o r  f u n d i n g  c o u l d  b e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n f a n t  
l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  i n t o  t h e  s c h o o l  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r m u l a ;  s i m i l a r  
t o  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s t a t e  c u r r e n t l y  f u n d s  s p e c i a l  
e d u c a t i o n .
I n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  g o a l  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g . ,  
t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  d i r e c t s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  
H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  
i d e a .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  a r e  a s k e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  t o  
t f r e  L e g i s l a t u r e  n e x t  J a n u a r y .
T h e r e  i s  a  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  f i s c a l  n o t e  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
E d u c a t i o n .
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■ INFANT L E A R N I N G  P R O G R A M S

Th e  h i s t o r y  o f  A l a s k a ' s  In f an t  L e a rn in g  P ro g r am s  is 
b r i e f  b u t  d r a n a t i c .  It d em o n s t r a t e s  w e l l - p l a c e d  c o n c e r n  on 
th e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  i d en t i f i c a t ion  and  t r e a tm en t  o f  c h i l d r e n  
w i th  h an d i c a p p in g  c on d i t io n s .  It means t h a t  c h i l d r e n  bo rn  
w i th  impa i rm en t s  o r  h igh  r i s k  o f  impa i rm en t s  d u e  to e n ­
v i r o nm en t a l ,  b io - so c i a l  o r  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  can  now r e c e i v e  
s e r v i c e s  wh i c h  will e n c o u r a g e  t h e i r  menta l  and  p h y s i c a l  
d e v e lo pm en t  to minimize l o n g - t e rm  e f f e c t s  o f  the  h a n d i c a p ­
p ing  c o n d i t i o n s .  It a l so  d em on s t r a t e s  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s t a b l e  fund in g  b a s e  fo r  a p r o g r am  h e a v i l y  
impac t ed  b y  t h e  h igh  r a t e  o f  s t a t ew i d e  popu la t ion  g r ow th

A . S .  4 7 . 2 0  w a s  am ended  b y  the  L e g i s l a t u r e  in 1979 to 
a u t h o r i z e  th e  Depa r tmen t  o f  Health and  Soc ia l  S e r v i c e s  to 
p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t  to local g r o u p s  p r o v i d i n g  d e v e lo pm en ta l  
s e r v i c e s  to c h i l d r e n  with h an d i c a p s  from b i r t h  to a g e  t h r e e . 
A f t e r  a g o  t h r e e ,  t h e y  become e l i g ib l e  u n d e r  A . S .  14 .18 to 
e iv tc r  local schoo l  d i s t r i c t  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r am s .

"I w i sh  to c o n g r a t ­
u la t e  t h e  D ep a r t­
ment and  th e  L e g i s­
l a t u r e  fo r  y o u r  
c a r e f u l  s p o n s o r s h i p  
o f  th i s  i n c r e d i b l y  
v a l u a b l e  p ro g r am  
a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e . "  >;
Urban  Mavor

INFANT LEARN 1NC PROCRAMS Children EnroIIed•IF78-F84I

"Th e  p ro g r am  is a 
c r e d i t  to A l a s k a  fo r  
mee t ing h an d i c a p p e d  
c h i l d r e n ’s  n e e d s .  

infant learning programs Cu r  family is g r a t e -* of Communities Served (F78-F8S) ful  for t h e  Va l u a b l e
know led g e  and
s u p p o r t  th e  p r o ­
g ram  h a s  s u p p l i e d . "
Fam i ly ,  S i t k a

• OiJ* nil !<*• Iu4« (hi ItriM «nr»l l«« Ift •*««•* 
wltfa 0rm§r»m IQI ln(/Vl iui I ty fapftlratf m i  ing I f r t f n o l

P £ £ > r i V -  Council
H s * y 1 iC 3>ppecl QepCi'T't

6 L ^ i s l a t L L r c ,  \98 5 - 1 9 6 ^  ' . : >1. . . .



Three factors, cited by Smith and Strain (NIE Digest, 
1984) are present in effective infant learning programs 
studied nationwide. These include the age of the child at 
the time of intervention (the earlier the better), parent 
involvement (parents need the support and skills necessary 
to cope with their child's special needs), and the amount of 
structure of the program model (frequency, intensity, de­
gree of individualization, and clarity of objectives).

Key  l a n g u a g e  in A . S .  47 .2 0  r e q u i r e s  in vo l v em en t  of  
p a r e n t s  in th e  edu c a t i o n  and  t r a in in g  o f  t h e i r  y o u n g  c h i l -  
d r e n  a n d ,  to the  maximum e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  f o c u s e s  on the 
fami ly home a s  th e  c h i l d ' s  l e a rn in g  e n v i r o n m e n t . S e r v i c e s  
a r e  t h e r e f o r e  p r o v i d e d  b y  in f an t  l e a rn in g  t e a c h e r s  o r  chi ld 
d e v e lo pm en t  s p e c i a l i s t s  w i th  b a c k g r o u n d s  in t e a c h in g ,  
n u r s i n g  o r  t h e r a p e u t i c  s e r v i c e s .  T h e s e  s p e c i a l i s t s  p r o v id e  
a s s i s t a n c e  to p a r e n t s ,  t h u s  r e i n f o r c i n g  th e  ro le or the 
p a r e n t  a s  th e  most  in f lu en t i a l  f a c t o r  in th e  c h i l d ' s  g r ow th  
an d  d e v e l o pm en t ,  in u r b a n  a r e a s  w e e k l y  v i s i t s  a r e  made to 
th e  ch i ld  and  p a r e n t s  in t h e i r  own home. T h e s e  may be 
a u gm en t e d  b y  s e s s i o n s  in a c e n t e r  w h e r e  a g r o u p  o f  c h i l­
d r e n  an d  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  r e c e i v e  s e r v i c e s .  In ru r a l  a r e a s ,  
home t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  e v e r y  two w e e k s  or 
on c e  a mon th ,  s u p p l em en t e d  b y  w e e k l y  v i s i t s  o f  v i l l a g e  
t e a c h e r  a i d e s  in p r o g r am s  a t  None ,  B e t h e l ,  McGra th and  
K o t z e b u e . .

L ong i tud in a l  s t u d i e s  o f  s u c h  p r o g r am s  h a v e  r e p e a t e d l y  
d em on s t r a t e d  tha t  e a r l y  id en t i f i c a t ion  and  sp e c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  
p ay  o f f  in r e d u c in g  the n e ed  to r  sp e c i a l  ed u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  
and  l i f e - l o n g  d e p e n d e n c y  on pub l i c  s e r v i c e s . T h e  e a r l i e r  
i n t e r v e n t i o n  b e g i n s  the lov/er th e  l i f e - l o n g  c o s t  o f  sp e c ia l  
s e r v i c e s .  Tota l  c o s t  o f  sp e c i a l  edu c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  may be 
r e d u c e d  b y  25% i f  s e r v i c e s  b e g in  a t  b i r t h  a s  c ompa r ed  with 
a g e  5 b e c a u s e  o f  the  remed ia t ion  and  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  d e v e l o p ­
menta l p r ob l em s  wh ich  wou ld  o t h e rw i s e  r e q u i r e  more sp ec ia l  
s e r v i c e s  l a t e r  (Wood, 1981) .  For ev e ry '  do l l a r  s p e n t  on 
e a r l v  t r e a tm en t  th e  S t a t e  o f  T e n n e s s e e  c a l c u l a t e s  $7 .00  in 
s a v i n g s  w i th in  36 month s ( S n i d e r  e t  a l ,  1 974) .  Many 
A l a s k a n  c h i l d r e n  w i th  s p e e c h ,  l a n g u a g e  and  g e n e r a l  d e v e l ­
opmenta l  d e l a y s ,  who h a v e  b e en  s e r v e d  in the l a s t  f o u r  
y e a r s ,  h a v e  not r e q u i r e d  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  upon 
e n t r y  to p u b l i c  s ch oo l .  O th e r s  w i th  more s e r i o u s  h an d i c a p ­
p ing  c o n d i t i o n s  c an  b e g in  p ub l i c  sp e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p ro g r am s  
p r om p t l y  a t  a g e  t h r e e ,  t h e r e b y  s a v i n g  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  
w n a t  wou ld  o t h e rw i s e  h a v e  b e en  los t  t ime in t h e i r  e d u c a ­
tional p r o c e s s .

T h e  1980 0 -2  popu la t ion  w a s  e s t im a t ed  a t  24,461 with 
732 o r  a minimum o f  t h r e e  p e r  c en t  u r b a n  an d  s e v e n  p e r  
c e n t  o f  r u r a l  c h i l d r e n  e s t im a t e d  to b e  " a t  r i s k "  o f  h av in g  
d e v e lo pm en ta l  d e l a y s  o r  h an d i c a p p in g  c ond i t io n s  r e q u i r i n g  
early/ in t e r v e n t i o n  s e r v i c e s .  The  1985 0 -2  popu la t ion  is

"So many parent' 
handicapped c 
dren are at a 1< 
I'm happy to 
that we've p < 
had that ’ exp 
ence. The pror 
helps supply 
constant need 
emotional suppor

Moth e r ,  P e t e r s b t

"I am certain 
other physii
share m y  opinic 
to the value ol 
program. E 
dollar allocatec 
this program 
worthwhile in’ 
ment."

Pediatrician,
Ketchikan

"I directly' sec 
beneficial rcsul 
troubled familie

Social
B a r r ow W o  i



e s t im a t e d  a t  3 3 , 1 5 0 .  T h e  t a r g e t  popu la t ion  fo r  i n f a n t  
l e a rn in g  p r o g r am s  is now 1,111 c h i l d r e n .

T h i s  popu la t i on  i n c r e a s e  s e v e r e l y  impac t s  the  r e s o u r c e s  
o f  an a l r e a d y  u n d e r f u n d e d  p ro g r am  s t r u g g l i n n  to meet  
n e e d s  o f  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  and  fami l ie s a l r e a d y  b e in g  s e r v e d .  
In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  i t ' s  impo s s ib le  to p r o v i d e  l e s s  than ma in te­
n an c e  f u n d in g  to a p r o g r am  b e g u n  on ly  s e v e n  y e a r s  a g o .  
wh ich  h a s  no t  y e t  b e en  a d e q u a t e l y  f u n d e d ,  and  e x p e c t  
p r o g r am  q u a l i t y  an d  r e s u l t s  to remain h i g h .  Due to the  
i n c r e a s i n g  demand  fo r  s e r v i c e  and  r e d u c e d  amount  o f  f e d e r ­
al P . L .  S9 -313  fu nd in g  a v a i l a b l e  in F 8 5 , t h e  e s t im a t ed  
fu nd in g  p e r  c h i l d  will b e  be low $ 2 ,0 0 0 .  Ful l s e r v i c e  wou ld 
c o s t  $ 3 ,7 0 0  p e r  c h i l d .

C u r r e n t  w a i t in g  l i s t s  o f  i d en t i f i e d  c h i l d r e n  in c lu d e :
A n c h o r a g e
B e th e l
S ew a r d
Ma t -S u

*Valde7.
*C o r d o v a
*A l e u t i a n s
*T a n an a  Ch ie f s  Reg ion

39
37
9

1*1
2
3
4 

13
TOTAL Wait inn L is t 121
* Ch i ld r en  id en t i f i e d  by  m ed i c a l /h e a l th  p e r s o n n e l  in 
a r e a s  w h e r e  no ch i ld  f ind o r  s c r e e n i n g  h a s  b e en  done 
to i d e n t i f y  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  n e ed ing  s e r v i c e .
Each d a y ,  w e e k ,  month o r  y e a r  th a t  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  in 

n e e d  o f  i n f a n t  l e a rn in g  p r o g r am  s e r v i c e s  w a i t  fo r  s e r v i c e s  
wil l r e s u l t  in much more l o n g - t e rm  s t a t e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  than 
i f  th e  s t a t e  p r o v i d e d  the  n e e d e d  fund in g  now .

INFANT LEARN I ST. PPlCKAMS

"I en ro l l e d  my 
d a u g h t e r  l a s t . y e a r  
and  I am p ro ud  to 
s a y  th i s  w a s  one o f  
the  b e s t  d e c i s i o n s  I 
h a v e  made .  She  
s p e n t  h e r  f i r s t  f ive  
w e e k s  in the  h o sp i­
tal in A n ch o r a g e ,  
and I w a s  not ab le  
to s t a y  wi th  h e r  so 
I d id n ' t  know wha t  
to e x p e c t .  The 
p rog r am  h e lp ed  me 
to u n d e r s t a n d  the 
e x t r a  • c a r e  and 
a t t en t ion  sh e  would 
n e e d . "
Mother ,  Nome

F78 F79 F80 FBI F82 F83 F84 F85

Number o f  C h i ld r e n  
E n r o l le d  During Year 78 141 259 396 526 691 793 890*

Number o f  Programs 6 8 12 15 18 18 19 19

Number o f  Communldcs 6 8 15 25 40 53 64 74

Number o f  Home V i s i t s 4,278 5.710 7,238 7,460

Hours of  Home T r a in in g 8,300 13,684 33,827 16,175

Number of  Teachers 20 27 26 31 34

COST PER CHILD 1.153 2.312 1.294 1.533 2. 787 1 .900 2.535 2.125*
TOTAL COST ( I n  tnousands) 89.9 32b.0 335.2 607. 1 I .4 6 5 .9 1,313.0 2.010.7 1,891.8

•Estim ated  number o f  e n ro l lm e n ts  f o r  F85, bnoed on r a t i o  of Increases d u r in g  previous years.
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S e r v i c e  to t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  and  t h e i r  f am i l i e s  p lu s  in­
c r e a s i n g  th e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  home v i s i t s  o f  c h i l d r e n  who a r e  
on ly  b e in g  s e en  month ly  o r  e v e r y  two m on th s ,  bu t  who 
n e e d  to b e  s e en  w e e k l y ,  wou ld r e q u i r e  an add i t i on a l  f o u r­
t e en  t e a c h e r s  s t a t ew id e  p lu s  a numbe r  o f  a i d e s  to a s s i s t  in 
sma l l ,  r emo te  v i l l a g e s .

O v e r  60% o r  a b o u t  500 c h i l d r e n  en ro l l e d  in in fan t  
learni~ng . r e q u i r e  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  e v a l u a t i o n s  or 
r e - e v a l u a t i o n s  a s  well a s  s p e c i a l i z e d  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s  su ch  
a s  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  o r  s p e e c h  t h e r a p y .  TFie Div is ion o f  
Pub l i c  Hea lth h a s  d e t e rm in ed  t h a t  th e  most e f f i c i e n t  w a v  to 
p r o v i d e  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  a t  th e  r e q u i r e d  q u a l i t y  leve l  is to 
h a v e  a s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  team o f  p e d i a t r i c  s p e c i a l i s t s  in ea ch  
o f  the  t h e r a p y  a r e a s  who can wo rk  t o g e t h e r  a s  e v a lu a t ion  
t e am s a n d  in d i v id u a l l y  to p r o v i d e  a c tu a l  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s  to 
c h i l d r e n  en ro l l e d  in t h e  local p rog ram s ' ! P r io r  to Novemc>er 
1984 , d i a g n o s t i c  e v a lu a t i o n s  o c c u r r e d  on ly  on c e  a y e a r  with 
e s s e n t i a l l y  no f o l l ow -up  s e r v i c e s  fo r  t h e s e  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  
o r  o c cup a t i on a l  t h e r a p y  n e e d s  u n l e s s  t h i s  w a s  th e  p r o f e s ­
s ional  s p e c i a l t y  o f  th e  in f an t  l e a rn in g  t e a c h e r .  Th e  new 
s u p p o r t  p r o g r am  p l a n ,  d u e  to l imited F85 f u n d in g ,  v/i 11
s e r v e  on ly  s e v e n  o f  th e  n in e t e en  p r o g r am s  s t a t e w i d e .

O th e r  unmet  p r o g r am  n e e d s  in c lu d e :  t r a in in g  for
g r o u p s  o f  p a r e n t s ,  family c o u n s e l i n g ,  ch i ld  o r i e n t e d  a c t i v i t y  
g r o u p s ,  t e a c h e r  and a id e  t r a i n i n g ,  and  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to 
o b s e r v e  o t h e r  p r o g r am s .  FY86 b u d g e t  r e q u e s t  l e v e l s  
J 1 7 T c r e a s F ^ 7 ~ 7 ^ 3 iT -wTiTl :e s u l t  in a c tu a l  r e d u c t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  
s e r v i c e s  in u r b a n  and  ru r a l  a r e a s .  It is a n t i c i p a t e d  tha t
few o f  th e  121 i n f a n t s  on w a i t in g  l i s t s  will b e  s e r v e d  th is
y e a r .  An add i t iona l  100 c h i l d r e n  v/iII b e  a d d e d  to wa i t ing 
l i s t s  n e x t  y e a r  wi th  no hope  o f  r e c e i v i n g  s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  the 
F86 b u d g e t  a s  c u r r e n t l y  p r o p o s e d .

"My h u s b a n d  and  
h a v e  had to dc 
wi th  many peop ie  
o r d e r  to he lp o 
tw o - y e a r - o l d  d au g  
t e r  w i th  c e r eb r  
p a l s y .  Homc-bas 
t h e r a p y  would 
v e r y  h e lp fu l .  O 
d a u g h t e r  is 
d i f f e r e n t  ch i ld  
home th an  sh e  is 
s t r a n g e  place
Home-ba s ed  th e r a  
would a l so  Ik 
k e ep  h e r  ho 
a d a p t i v e  equ ipnc  
c u r r e n t  wi th  f 
d e v e l o pm en t s . "
P a r e n t s ,  Anchora i



I NFANT LEARNING PROGRAM ENROLLMENTS AND FUNDING

PROGRAM ENROLLMENTS PROGRAM BUDGET FUNDING
R e g i o n Pop. E s t . REQUEST

C o i mu a i  t y / A r e a 0 - 2 Need F 82* F 83* F 84 * F84 FB5 F86

J uneau 23 29 31 6 4 . 4 7 1 . 7 7 5 . 3
K e t c h i k a n 34 21 27 5 1 . 3 5 3 . 7 6 0 . 0
P e t e r s b u r g 13 13 14 2 1 . 1 2 5 . 3 2 7 . 4
S i t k a 21 21 32 5 2 . 7 5 1 . 7 7 1 . 7

SOUTHEAST TOTAL 3 , 9 5 3 118 92 84 104 1 8 9. 5 2 1 2 . 4 2 3 3 . 8

A l e u t i a n  C h ai n 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

An c h o r a g e 133 196 220 2 8 7 . 0 3 5 1 . 0 5 3 2 . 6

C h u g i a k 20 45 65 9 1 . 1 1 0 8 . 0 2 4 5 . 2
C o ppe r  C e n t e r 0 0 0 0 0 0

Cordov a 0 0 0 0 0 0

Homer 2 13 18 5 4 . 6 5 7 . 9 6 6 . 0

Kenai  Area 18 24 35 7 0 . 3 8 9 . 8 1 2 9. 0

K o di a k 12 12 15 3 1 . 0 4 5 . 2 5 2 . 9

M a t - S u  Area 35 58 58 4 7 . 5 6 0 . 5 1 9 6. 5

V a l d e z 0 0 0 0 0 0

N o r t h  P a c i f i c  Rim 0 0 * 0 0 4 4 . 0

Seward 0 0 0 0 0 4 2 . 8

SOUTHCENTRAL TOTAL 2 0 , 8 1 3 624 220 348 411 5 3 1 . 5 7 1 2. 4 1 , 3 0 9 . 0

F a i r b a n k s 121 115 128 2 5 0 . 0 2 6 5 . 0 3 2 0 . 9

M c G ra t h 0 0 5 5 4 . 6 6 9 . 9 8 5 . 5

Ta nan a C h i e f s 18 34 0 0 0 0

Ta nan a 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 . 9

CENTRAL TOTAL 5 , 4 3 8 163 139 149 133 3 0 4 . 6 3 3 4 . 9 4 3 1 . 3

D i 1 1 i n g h a n  Area 12 13 16 7 3 . 0 7 4 . 6 8 0 . 0

SOUTHWEST TOTAL 374 26 12 13 16 7 3 . 0 7 4 . 6 8 0 . 0

B e t h e l  Area 43 47 54 153.1 181. 5 3 3 0 . 8

WEST TOTAL 1 , 2 2 8 86 43 47 54 153.1 1 8 1 . 5 3 3 0 . 8

K o t z e b u e 0 Q 10 40 . 4 8 9 . 0 '  4 0 . 4

Nome A re a 16 38 54 177. 0 1 7 7 . 0 1 8 7 . 6

NORTHWEST TOTAL 1 , 0 1 0 71 16 38 64 2 1 7 . 4 2 6 6 . 0 2 2 8 . 0

Ba r ro w  Arpa 9 14 21 6 4 . 9 7 5 . 4 8 2 . 0

NORTHERN TOTAL 334 23 0 14 21 6 4 . 9 7 5 . 4 8 2 . 0

B l i n d * * 29 71 67 169. 7 1 8 4 . 2 2 5 9 . 9
D e a f * * * 25 25 39 8 3 . 6 8 4 . 0 1 3 0 . 0

PROGRAM TOTAL 54 96 106 2 5 3 . 3 2 6 8 . 2 3 8 9 . 9

TOTALS 3 3 , 1 5 0 1 , 11 1 585 787 899 1 , 8 3 7 . 3 2 , 1 2 5 . 4 3 , 0 8 4 . 8

S o u r c e s :  1. F 8 4 - 8 6  A l a s k a  S t a t e  P l a n  o f  S e r v i c e s  f o r  P e r s o n s  w i t h  D e v e l o p m e n t a l
D i s a b i l i t i e s  and O t h e r  S u b s t a n t i a l  H a n d i c a p s

2.  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  -  S e c t i o n  on F a m i l y  H e a l t h

3.  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Communi ty  and R e n i o n a l  A f f a i r s  -  "F85 O f f i c i a l  
P o p u l a t i o n  f o r  Boroughs and C i t  es"

* U n d u p l i c a t . p d  Co un t
* *  R 1 i n d / V i s u a l l y  I m p a i r e d  Program

* * *  D e a f / H e a r i n g  I m p a i r e d  Program

NOTE: Rush a r e a s  nppd e s t i m a t e d  a t  77. o f  0 - 2  p o p u l a t i o n  based on u t i l i z a t i o n

an d w a i t i n g  l i s t  d a t a .  Urban a r e a s  e s t i m a t e d  a t  3 7 .

10



■ INFANT LEARNING PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS
:»•

Fund the Infant Learning Program at a base rate of 
$3,700 per child (900 children) in F86 to:

$3,330,000

a.
b.
c.
d .
e .

continue current services;
serve children on waiting lists (121);
serve new children enrolled in F86 (200-300);
provide training to personnel;
provide specialized evaluation and therapy
services.

unitAmend A.S. 47.20 to include $3,700 per child as a 
value for each child enrolled in infant learning 
starting in F87, with an automatic adjustment for the 
cost of living increases in ensuing years.

11

• .iI •

F86 Recommended $3,330,000
Governor's Proposed Budget $2,041,900

INCREASE OVER PROPOSED BUDGET $1,288,100

VIt-

• '■ d

'ii



T 4 i M & ^ ^ ^ i f f t f e 5 R E C E I V E D  M A R  1' 2' 1 9 8 r  f^KSf 

•V j j ^  • r,'":': "■ Ii'r-rr.l^v•:'>.•■••>,!• t f l 8* ;i.^i:£ f c # 4 V r i e ’;,f r l i r j ? ! &*•!&£;rryiV'iv~l. i<iV»)»^ "•••'̂ •••■•i-<.?̂ tH<.„-s-!̂ .A*ll
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.j.!-:: *1“ V* 9*... do i n f a n t  L e a rn ing  Programs use  the e d u c a t i o n a l  model” r a thV r  .J ■».■•••* s.•• 7 , « : - t han a med i c a l  model? t J ' i - • ‘
-t'it&i   ‘ ' • •• ‘ -'•••.-.f J j P 1' * ! ' * *  "  i:' J ,Y! : A. The purpose and method f o r  I n f a n t  L e a rn in g  Programs was e s t a b l i s h e d v'iopr r

m 4^,■" • | • . j : ,r.  ̂ — X * ’* *• * -••• «. V)jy >- l l ? ; ’ ! * ' .*.* , j •* '* ( t c a c h e r / im p a c t )  on the c h i l d ’ s deve lopment .  P a r en t  i s  t au gh t  by ILP # .;^*v
; r  • ' i i ' l f  ! v  Program S t a f f  to conduct  the rapy  and d e a l  w i th  the d eve lopmen ta l  need s  ;:■'S'-.. i y  •' w;—‘ 'h’ •'-• • i ... -1 , — . . .      >?•*!'• •■•••• nr rho f  hi 1 rl. S e r v i c e s  a r e  home-based m  a c co rd an c e  w i th  above men- ' • A-

' •I '"-1- -

o f  the  c h i l d . S e r v i c e s  a r e  home-based in  a c co rd an c e  w i th  above men-.. ; , -e

.What d eg r e e  o f  t r a i n i n g  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  ILP p e r s onn e l ?
- d •: • •' ■ M•• ''A. ILP t e a ch "  programs a r e  s t a f f e d  by s p e c i a l i s t s  in the f i e l d  o f  Ch i ld  ■!$’ ~ - " -------- ---• t — ji—: . . !" V , . . a v V  . .  •Development

Edu ca t i on  and
, Abnormal Development, S en so ry  Impairment , Mu l t i - h and i c app ed  ’ nd F i e l d s  o f  P e d i a t r i c  Therapy .  *̂ -Sii**ii’*"*'*  T/ I S tfW J y i :: -1 -; Jv; v  ‘.,;f •:................................ ‘ - • < i * ■ ......;• •: .* ' ' - : '    : 1 ■. X" <•■■■• t ■-, ' ! ILP c o n s u l t s  d i r e c t l y  w i th  the c h i l d ' s  p r imary  p h y s i c i a n  and Chi ld

Development S e r v i c e s  P h y s i c i a n  Coo rd in a to r .



•Children a r e  se en  on a 'w e e k l y ' b a s i s  f o r  1 -2  hours be c au s e  when 
j p a r e n t s  a r e  p r imary  f a c i l l i t a t o r s  ( S e c .  ‘4 7 . 2 0 . 0 0 5 )  they  do not 
'jmore f r e qu en t  s e r v i c e s .  J - . J j v  : |

ILP S e r v i c e s  a r e  f r e e  to a l l  a c c o r d in g  to  DHSS R egu l a t i o n  7 AAC 23.090_.(
v lA nq : - : -V  iThe r a t i o n a l e  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  a t  no c o s t  to  the  f a m i l i e s  I:'■il _- J________________ 1-'—"'I'. - - - - - -  I- ! ----------------  -'® : i ’•’i - h v ; * ; i s  to  i n v o l v e  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e  once a r e f e r r a l  i s  '

i • T .1 » $ • • • « * « ' . ! * •  ' ‘# r ‘.r r,,,«made. In  the long  run ,  t h i s  r e d u c e s  the  c o s t  to  the p u b l i c  a s  s t u d i e s  
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Feb r ua r y  20, 1985

The Hono rab l e  Jan F a i k s  
Pouch V (M.S.  3100) 
Juneau ,  AK 99811

Dear Sena t o r  F a i k s :

Ue are w r i t i n g  to in-form you of  our  a c t i v i t i e s  i n the a rea of s p e c i a l  
s e r v i c e s  to young h a nd i c a p p ed  c h i l d r e n  f rom b i r t h  to age s i x  and t h e i r  
fami  l i e s .

Pr eschoo l  Resou r c es  f o r  A l a skan  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  (PRASE) i s  composed of  
two f e d e r a l  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  g r a n t s  t h a t  are s u b c o n t r a c t e d  f rom the 
A l as ka  Depar tment  of  E d u c a t i o n  (DOE) to the E a s t e r  Seal  S o c i e t y  of 
A l a s k a ,  I n c .  One of our  p r o j e c t s  p r o v i d e s  t r a i n i n g  and t e c h n i c a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  to s choo l  d i s t r i c t s  s t a t ew i d e  to a s s i s t  them in s e r v i n g  the 
p r e s c hoo l  age h a nd i c a p p e d  c h i l d .  The second p r o j e c t ,  the s t a t e  p l a n n i n g  
g r a n t ,  w i l l  a s s i s t  the DOE in d e v e l o p i n g  an i n t e r a g e n c y ,  c ompr ehen s i v e ,  
s t a t ew i d e  p l a n  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  to a l l  o f  A l a s k a ' s  hand i c app ed  
c h i l d r e n  frcxn b i r t h  to age s i x  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  A p r ima ry  a c t i v i t y  
of t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  the de ve l opmen t  of an o n g o i n g ,  i n t e r a g e n c y  wo rk i ng  
g r o u p ^ U J s t  a t t a c h e d ) .

Ue have e n c l o s e d  m a t e r i a l s  on our a c t i v i t i e s .  P l ea se  l e t  us know i f  we 
can be o f  any a s s i s t a n c e  to you in m a t t e r s  r e l a t e d  to young ha nd i c a pp ed  
c h i  1d r e n .

Barbara  J .  Sm i t h ,  Ph .D .  
C o-D i r e c t o r ,  PRASE

0  *
J a c q u e l i n e  A.  Schake l  
C o-D i r e c t o r ,  PRASE

cah
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Commissioner
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SEPTER
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Funded be ihe 
Alaska Department of Education 

Throuijh 
Easter Seal Socielv <)/ Alaska
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O th e r  S e r v i c e s

Tho PRASE projects holp sponsor and coordinate 
meetings of a slate Advisory Committee which suggosls policy lo bolter sorvo preschool 
handicapped children. This committee also advises 
tho Alaska Rosource Accoss Project, a training 
and technical assistance resource for Head Start 
programs.
A Monthly Newsline with up-to-date , pertinent 
Information for people who provide services to 
preschool handlcappod children Is printed and 
disseminated.

Who Can Uso tho Sorv l co s  of PRASE?
Any Alaskan agency which serves preschool 
handicapped children can contact PRASE for 
Information and resources. Training end technical 
assistance are provided chiefly to school district 
personnel, although others are welcome lo 
participate In training when appropriate. PRASE 
services are FREE, although school districts are 
asked to assist with staff travel and 
accommodations when possible.
For more Information about the services of 
PRASE, contact one of the directors at the Easier 
Seal Society of Alaska offices In Anchorage:

Jackie Schakel or Barbara Smith 
P.R.A.S E.

620 E. 10th Avenue 
Suite 203 

Anchorage, Ak. 99501
Funded by Grants from the 

ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
through

• EASTER SEAL SOCIETY Of ALASKA. INQ.
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P r e s c h o o l  R e s o u r c e s  
f o r  

A l a s k a n  S p e c i a l  E du c a t i o n  
(PRASE)

PRASE is funded by the Aleska Deportment of 
Education to coordinate Alaska's efforts to 
Identify and serve preschool children with 
special needs end to provide school districts 
with the training and technical assistance 
necessary to achieve the goal of appropriately 
serving these chlldtm

PRASE currently consists of two separate but 
closely coordinated projects. One, formerly 
known os the DOE Resource Access Project, 
has boon providing workshop training, 
technical assistance and resources to school 

districts since 198). The second project was 
funded in ’,984 to bogln developing o slate plsn 
for the comprehensive delivery of services to 
young handicapped children.

T r a i n i n g ,  T e c h n i c a l  A s s i s t a n c e  
a n d  R e s o u r c e s  

J a c k i e  S c h a k e l ,  D i r e c t o r

The training and technical assistance arm of 
PRASE is funded through federal Preschool 
Incentive Cronl monies lo tho stoto. This 
project providers the following free services 

to school districts:

W orkshops or Inscrvlce Training on topics 
rolovonl to early childhood special 
education for administrators, teachers, 

support staff, aides, or parents.
Access to Resources Including books, films, 
vldoolepos, assessment toois, curricula, 
and other materials to answer questions 
obout preschool children with special 
noods and fomlllarlzo servlcs providers 

with available resources.
Information Sorvlcos to link school 
districts with resource providers and 
agencies who offor sorvlcos to preschool 
spoclnl ncods chlldron and programs. 

Qn-slte cr Off-slto Technical .Assistance 
for such octlvlllos os developing or 
updating Child Find and screening 
procedures, planning opproprlote 
ossossmonl procedures, translating 

assessment results Into Intervention and 

programming, and ovaluatlng sorvlcos.

S t a t e  P l a n n i n g  G r a n t  
B a r b a r a  J .  S m i t h ,  D i r e c t o r

Tho Aleska Deporfmenl of Education Is 

administering this gront under the federal 
Handicapped Children's Early Education 

Program (HCEEP) to develop a stotowldo, 
comprehensive, Inter-agency del I very system 
of special education and related services for 
handicapped children from birth to six and 
their families. This will be a cooperative 
effort which will Include all ogonclos Involved 
with the education and development of young 
handicapped children. Activities for the 
project Include: { I) defining the group of 
children to be served, (2) Identifying the 
sorvlcos needed by these children and their 
families, (3) Identifying and coordinating the 

agencies needed lo deliver these services, and 
(4) determining tho resources, both fiscal 
and personnel, needed to provide the services. 
Federal funds are available for Alaska to 
develop and Implement this plan through a 
series of steps ever the next five to seven 
years.

Project activities planned for tho first two 
yo8rs Include:

- Conducting a statewide needs assessment of 
current sorvlcos.

- Developing an Interagency planning group.
- Disseminating informational issue papers 
(e.g. assessment and diognosis of very 

young children, service models, efficacy 
data related lo early intervention),

- Identifying fiscal and personnel resources 
ond constraints.
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THE ARGUMENT FOR EARLY INTERVENTION
What is Early Intervention?
Early intervention means discovering that a child between 
birth and school age has or is at risk of having a handicapping 
condition or other special need that may affect his or her 
development and then providing services to lessen the effects 
of the condition. Early intervention can be remedial or preven­
tive in nature— remediating existing developmental problems 
or preventing their occurrance. Early intervention may begin at 
any time between birth and school age; however, there are 
many reasons to begin as early as possible.

Why Intervene Early?

There are three primary reasons for intervening early with an 
exceptional child— to enhance Ihe child's development, to 
provide support and ass., tance to the family, and to maximize 
the child's and family's L .nefit to society.
Child development research has established that the rate of 

human learning and development is most rapid in the pre­
school years. Timing ol intervention tecomes particularly im­
portant wnen a child runs the risk of missing an opportunity to 
learn during a state of maximum readiness. II the must "teach­
able moments'' or readiness stages are not taken advantage 
of, a child may have difficulty learning a particular skill at a later 
time.
Early intervention sen/ices have a significant impact as well 

for the parents and siblings of an exceptional infant or young 
child. The family of a young exceptional child otten feels dis­
appointment. social isolation, added economic stress, frustra­
tion, and helplessness. The compounded stress of the pres­
ence of an exceptional child may affect the families' well-being 
and interfere with the child's development. Families of handi­
capped children are found to experience increased instances 
of divorce and suicide, and a handicapped child is more likely 
to be abused than is a nonhandicapped child. Early interven­
tion for parents results in improved attitudes about themselves 
and their child, improved information and skills for teaching 
their child, and more time for both woik and leisure. Parents of 
gifted preschoolers also need early services so that '.hey may 
better provide the supportive and nourishing environment 
needed by the child.
A third reason for intervening early is that society will reap 

maximum benefits. The child's increased developmental and 
educational gains and decreased dependence upon social 
institutions, as well as the family's increased ability to cope 
with the presence of an exceptional child and, perhaps in­
creased ability for employment, provide economic as well as 
social benefits.

Is Early Intervention Really Effective?

Alter nearly 50 years ol research there is still a great deaf to 
learn. Efforts to document effectiveness have been hindered 
by experimental design problems associated with: low- 
incidence handicapping conditions, the diversity of children's 
problems and the limited scope ol available assessment in­
struments. However, even with these problems, there is 
evidence— both quantitative (data-based) and qualitative (re­

ports of parents, teachers)— that early intervention increases 
the developmental/educational gains lor the child, improves 
the functioning of the family, and reaps long term benefits to 
society. Early intervention for handicapped or disadvantaged 
children has been shown to result in the child's needing fewer 
special education and other habilitative services later in life, 
being retained in grade less often, and in some cases, actually 
being indistinguishable Irom nonhandicapped classmates 
years after intervention.
Disadvantaged and gifted preschool-aged children benefit 

from early intervention as well. Longitudinal data on disadvan­
taged children who had participated in the Ypsilanti Perry 
Preschool Project showed that they had made significant 
gams by age 15 (Schweinhart & Weikart. 1980). These chil­
dren 'were more committed to schooling and were doing better 
in school than children who did not attend preschool. They 
scored higher on reading, arithmetic, and language achieve­
ment tests at all grade levels; showed a 50% reduction in the 
need for special education services through the end of high 
school; and showed less anti-social or delinquent oehavior 
outside of school. Karnes (1983) asserts that underachieve- 
ment in the gifted child may be prevented by early identifica­
tion and appropriate programming.

Is Early Intervention Cost Effective?

The available data emphasize the long term cost effective­
ness of early intervention. The highly specialized, com­
prehensive services necessary to produce the desired de­
velopmental gains are often, on a short term basis, more 
costly than traditional school-aged service delivery models. 
However, there are significant examples of long-term cost 
savings that result Irom such early intervention programs.
• A longitudinal study of children who had participated in the 
Perry Preschooi Project (Schweinhart & Weikart, 1980) 
found that when schools invest about S3,000 for one year of 
preschool education for a child, they immediately begin to 
recover their investment through savings in special educa­
tion services. Benefits included S668 Irom the mother's 
released time wfv'e the child attended preschool; S3,353 
saved by the oub'ic schools because children with pre­
school education had fewer years in special education and 
were rciaio. d for (ewer years in grades; and S10.79S in 
projected life-time earnings for the child.

• Wood (1981) calculated the total cumulative costs to age 18 
of special education services to a child beginning interven­
tion at: (a) birth, (b) age two, (c) age 6, and (d) at age 6 with 
no eventual movement to regular education. She found that 
the total costs were actually less il begun at birth! Total cost 
of special services begun at birth was S37.273 and total cost 
if begun at age 6 was between S46.816 and S53.340. The 
cost is less the earlier the intervention because of the re­
mediation and prevention of developmental problems 
which would have required special services later in life.

• A three year follow-up in Tennessee showed that for every 
dollar spent on early treatment, S7 00 in savings were 
realized within 36 months. This savings resulted from defer­
ral of special class placement and institutionalization lor
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The Committee o n _________________________________considered_________
in fa n t le a rn in g  programs.

and (a m a jo r ity  of the committee) (the committee) repo rts i t  back w ith  
tha/ fo llow ing recommendations:

f/\ do pass

[ ] do pass w ith  attached amendment(s)
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FINANCE considered SJR 15
M r. P re s id en t

The Committee o n _____________________________________________________________________
proposing an amendment to the C o n s t itu t io n  o f the State o f Alaska 
c re a tin g  a commission on the compensation o f e lec ted o f f i c i a l s .

and (a m a jo r ity  o f the committee) (th e  committee) re po rts i t  back w ith  
the fo llo w in g  recommendations:

[

[

do pass

do pass w ith  attached amendment(s)

rep lace w ith/ o r adopt CS fo r 
new t i t l e
same t i t l e  and recommends

and attached a "LETTER OF INTENT" 

re po rts i t  back w ith o u t recommendation 

recommends r e fe r r a l to

[ ] NEW FISCAL NOTE

Committee

MEMBERS SIGNING 
DO PASS

MEMBERS HAVING 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

Chairman

C h a i r m a n  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n
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The Committee on JUDICIARY____________________ considered SJR 15___________

proposing an amendment to the C o n s titu t io n  of the State o f Alaska 
c re a tin g  a commission on the compensation o f e lec ted o f f i c ia l s ,

and f'a m a jo ri or the committee) (the committee) repo rts i t  back w ith  
the f  olJ-awing^ecommendations:

do pass

do pass w ith  attached amendment(s)

_replace wihn/or adopt CS fo r  ^
new
same t i t l e  and recommends

[ ] NEW FISCAL NOTEand attached a "LETTER OF INTENT

repo rts i t  back w ithou t recommendation 

recommends r e fe r r a l to Committee
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MEMBERS SIGNING 
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Cha'irman
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The Committee on _____________________  considered _________________
amendment to the C o n s t itu t io n  o f the State oT A laska 

c rea tin g  a commission on compensation o f e lec ted o f f i c i a l s .

and <(^__major;it / o f the c^m^iftee) ) ( t h e  committee) repo rts i t  back w ith  
the fo|l]^wingk<r^ot£^

[ ]
i 1
[ 1 
f ] 
[ 3
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do pass w ith  attached amendment(s)

CS fo rrep lace w ith/o r adopt 
new t i t l e
same t i t l e  and recommends

[ ] and attached a "LETTER OF INTENT"

 repo rts i t  back w ithou t recommendation
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[ ] NEW FISCAL NOTE

Committee

MEMBERS SI ING- 
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OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

/

C h a i r m a n  recommendation
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Offered: 2/6/86
Referred: Finance

O r ig in a l sponsors: Josephson, V.Fischer,
K e l l y  and S t u r g u l e w s k i

IN  THE SENATE BY THE JUDICIARY C0MMITTE1

CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION MO. 15 (J u d ic ia ry )

IN  THE LEGISLATURE CF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Proposing an amendment to the C o n s t itu ­

t io n  o f the State o f A laska c re a tin g  e 

commission on compensation o f electee

o f f i c i a l s .

BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section I .  A r t ic le  I I ,  sec . 7, C o n s titu t io n  of the State o f Alaska is

amended to read:

SECTION 7. SALARY AMD EXPENSES. L e g is la to rs  s h a ll rece ive 

annual s a la r ie s . They may re ce ive  a per diem allowance fo r o^f-ensec 

w h ile  in  session and are e n t it le d  to tra v e l expenses going to and iron 

se ss io n s . P re s id in g  o f f ic e r s  may re ce ive  add it io n a l compensation.

Compensation of le g is la to rs  s h a ll be set by the—Comiuxb&ron on Corrtpcn-

s a t i o n  o f  E l e c t e d  Of f i c i a l s ,
* Sec. 2. A r t ic le  I I I ,  sec. 15, C o n s titu t io n  o f the State o f Alaska i f  

amended to read:

SECTION 15. CGMPENSATIPM THoU iL ,>  The compensation o f the governor —

the lie u te n a n t governor s h a ll be prescribed by t h e ^ c o s & ^ l ™  ° r  

Compensation of  E lec ted O f f ic ia ls  [ LAW] and s h a ll not be dim inishec 

during th e ir  term o f o f f ic e , un less by order o f the commission consis 

w i t h —a genera l law app ly ing to a l l  s a la r ie d  o f f ic e r s  o f thten t

S ta te .
* Sec. 3 . A r t ic le  X I I ,  C o n s titu t io n  o f the State o f Alaska i s  amende

by adding new sec tio ns to read:
SECTION 14. COMPENSATION COMMISSION. There is  e s ta b lish ed

Commission on Compensation o f E lec ted O f f ic ia ls . The commission

C O M M I T T E E  C O P Y

- 1 -
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O ffered : 2 /6 / 8 6
Re fe rred : Finance

O r ig in a l sponsors: Josephson, V .F is c h e r ,
K e l ly  and S tu rgu lew sk i

IN THE SENATE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 15 (J u d ic ia ry ) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Proposing an amendment to the C o n s titu ­

t io n  o f the S ta te o f A laska c re a tin g  a 

commission on compensation o f e lec ted 

o f f i c i a l s .

BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section i .  A r t ic le  I I ,  sec . 7, C o n s titu t io n  o f she State o f A laska is  

amended to read:

SECTION 7. SALARY AND EXPENSES. L e g is la to rs  s h a ll re ce ive

annual s a la r ie s . They may re ce ive  a per diem allowance fo r expenses 

w h ile  in  session and are e n t it le d  to t ra v e l expenses going to and from 

sess io ns . P re s id in g  o f f ic e r s  may rece ive  a d d it io n a l compensation. 

Compensation o f le g is la to r s  s h a ll he set by the Commission on__Compen- 

sa tio n  o f E lec ted O f f ic ia l s .

* Sec. 2. A r t ic le  I I I ,  sec . 15, Constitu tion , o f the State o f A laska is  

amended to read:

SECTION 15. COMPENSATION. The compensation o f the governor and 

the lie u te n a n t governor s h a ll be p resc ribed by the Commission on

Compensation o f E lec ted  O f f ic ia ls  [LAW] and s h a ll not be d im in ished 

during th e ir  term o f o f f ic e , un less by order o f the commission co ns is ­

ten t w ith  a genera l law app ly ing to a l l  s a la r ie d  o f f ic e r s  o f the 

S ta te .

* Sec. 3 . A r t ic le  X I I ,  C o n s t itu t io n  o f the State o f Alaska is  amended

by adding new sections to read:

SECTION 14. COMPENSATION COMMISSION. There is  e s ta b lish ed  a 

Commission on Compensation o f E lec ted O f f ic ia l s . The commission is

-1- C S S J R  15(Jud)
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composed of f iv e  members appointed by the gov<m»or, su b je c t to c o n f ir ­

mation by a m a jo r ity  o f the member:* or. the le g is la tu r e  in  jo in t  se:.- 

s io rt . Members serve fo r staggered terms o f s ix  yea rs . The governor 

s h a l l appo in t members v/ithout regard to p o l i t i c a l a l l i l l a t i o n .  A 

member o f the coramisaion nay not be employed by the m ate du ring the 

member1 a te rn  and may not. ho ld an e le c t iv e  s ta te  o f f ic e  du ring the 

term or w ith in  one /ear th e re a f te r . The le g is la tu r e  may e s ta b lis h  

o ther q u a l i f ic a t io n -  fo r  members o f t h e  commission..

SKCTIUH *5. POWERS AMD DUTIES OF THE COWMISSIOU. Except fo r  

re t irem en t o e n o fits , which s h a l l be e s ta b lis h ed  by genera l lav; a p p l i­

cable to a l l  o f f ic e r s  o f the s ta te , the commission shuL l e s ta b lis h  tho 

compensation o f the governo r, lie u te n a n t governor, and members o f the 

le g is la t u r e , in c lu d in g  th e ir  s a la r ie s , b e n e f it s , per diem, and a llo w ­

ances, i f  any. An o rder o f the: occurssion calces e f fe c t at the beg in ­

n ing o f the ne xt f is c a l year o f the s ta te . The commission s h a ll hold 

a p u b lic  hea ring before is s u in g  an ordci th a t changes the compensation 

o f avi e lec ted  o f f i c i a l .  A t le a s t every two yea rs , but not more f r e ­

quently than every yea r, the commission s h a l l re v iew  the compensation 

o f e lec ted o f f i c i a l s . The coiaciio.;ion s h a l l issue an order w it h  n -  

spect to s a la r ie s  lo t la te r  than t h i r t y  days before the end o i the 

f is c a l yea r .

SECTION i 6 . FIWAL.ITY OF ORDER. An order s e t t in g  the compensa­

t io n  o f an alec.tad o f f i c i a l  i s  not sub jec t to veto by the gove rno r. 

An order o f the commission is  su b je c t to in i t i a t i v e  aad referendum in  

the same manner as «m act of the le g is la t u r e . The le g is la tu re  s h a ll 

app rop ria te money to fund the orders o f the commission.

* Sec. 4. The amendments proposed by th is  re so lu t io n  s h a ll be placed 

before the vo te rs o f the s ta te  a t the next gene ra l e le c t io n  in  conform ity

w ith  a r t . X I I I ,  see . I ,  C o n s t itu t io n  o f the S ta te o i A la ska , and the 
C3SJR I5 (Jud ) -2 -
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e le c t io n  laws of the s ta te .
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Introduced: 2/ 18/85
Referred; State Affairs, J u d i c i a r y

and F i nan ce

IN THE SENATE BY JO S E P H S O N

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 15

IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALA SICA

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Proposing an amendment to the C o n s titu ­

t io n  o f the State o f A laska c re a tin g  a 

commission on compensation o f e lected 

o f f i c i a l s .

BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. A r t ic le  I I ,  sec . 7, C o n s titu t io n  o f the State o f A laska is  

amended to read:

SECTION 7. SALARY AND EXPENSES. L e g is la to rs  s h a ll re ce ive  

annual s a la r ie s . They may re ce ive  a per diem allowance fo r expenses 

w h ile  in  session and are e n t it le d  to t ra v e l expenses going to and from 

sess io ns . P re s id in g  o f f ic e r s  may rece ive a d d it io n a l compensation. 

Compensation o f le gis la to r s  s h a ll be se t by the Commission on Compen- 

sa ticn  o f E lected O f f ic ia ls .

* Sec. 2. A r t ic le  I I I ,  sec. 15, C o n s t itu t io n  o f the Sta te o f A laska is  

amended tc read:

SECTION 15. COMPENSATION. The compensation o f the governor and 

the lie u te n a n t governor s h a ll be p resc ribed by the Commission on 

Compensation o f E le c ted  O f f ic ia ls  [LAW] and s h a ll not be d im in ished 

during th e ir  term o f o f f ic e , un less by order o f the commission co n s is ­

ten t w ith  a genera l law app ly ing to a l l  s a la r ie d  o f f ic e r s  o f the 

S ta te .

* Sec. 3. A r t ic le  X I I ,  C o n s t itu t io n  o f the State o f A laska is  amended 

by adding new7 sections to read:

SECTION 14. COMPENSATION COMMISSION. There is  e s ta b lished  a 

Commission on Compensation o f E lec ted O f f ic ia ls . The commission is

-1- SJR 15



»

composed of f i v e  members appointed by the governor, sub jec t to c o n f i r ­
mation by a ma jo r i ty  o i  the members of the l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  j o i n t  ses­
s io n .  Members serve for terms of s i x  years. Tho membership s h a l l  
i n c lu d e  at le as t  one business e xecu t ive ,  one represen ta t ive  of a 
nonparLisan voters' o rgan iza t io n ,  one person w ith  exper ience in  p u b l i c  
adm in is t ra t io n ,  and one rep resen ta t ive  o f a labor o rgan iza t io n . A 
member of the commission may not be employed by the sta te dur ing the 
member's term and may not ho ld  an e l e c t i v e  s ta te  o f f i c e  dur ing the 
term or w i t h i n  one year the rea f te r .

SECTION 15. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION. Except fo r  
ret irement b e n e f i t s ,  which s h a l l  be e s tab l is h ed  by genera l law a p p l i ­
cab le to a l l  o f f i c e r s  o f the s t a t e , the commission s h a l l  e s ta b l is h  the 
compensation of the governor, l i e u te n a n t  governor, and members of tho 
l e g i s l a t u r e , i n c lu d in g  t h e i r  s a la r i e s ,  b e n e f i t s ,  per diem, and a l low ­
ances, i^ any. An order of the commission takes e f fe c t  at the beg in ­
n ing  of the next f i s c a l  year of the s ta te . The commission s h a l l  ho ld 
a p u b l i c  hear ing i n  each j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  before is su in g  an order 
that changes the compensation c f  an e le c ted  o f f i c i a l .  At le as t  every 
two years, but not more f requen t ly  than every year, the commission 
s h a l l  rev iew the compensation of e le c ted  o f f i c i a l s .  The commission 
s h a l l  issue an order w i th  respect to s a la r ie s  not l a t e r  than t h i r t y  
days before the end of the f i s c a l  year.

SECTION 16. FINALITY OF ORDER. An order s e t t in g  the compensa­
t io n  of an e le c ted  o f f i c i a l  i a  not sub jec t  to veto by the governor. 
Au order of che commission i s  sub jec t to i n i t i a t i v e  and referendum in  
the came manner as an act of the l e g i s l a t u r e .  Tho l e g is la t u r e  s h a l l  
appropr iate money to fund the orders of the commission.

* Sec. A. The amendments proposed by t h is  r e s o lu t io n  s h a l l  be placed 
before the voter,1* of the sta te at the next genera l e l e c t i o n  i n  conformity
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