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T h i s  p r o g r a m  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in 1 9 8 0  a s  the P o w e r  

P r o d u c t i o n  C o s t  A s s i s t a n c e  P r o g r a m ,  to p r o v i d e  s t a t e  s u b s i d y  

to h i g h - c o s t  r e s i d e n t i a l  p o w e r .  In 1 9 8 2  the p r o g r a m  w a s  

c h a n g e d  to th e  P o w e r  C o s t  A s s i s t a n t  P r o g r a m .  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  

m a d e  to t h i s  p r o g r a m  a r e  f o r  the e x p l i c i t  p u r p o s e  of 

p r o v i d i n g  p o w e r  c o s t  a s s i s t a n c e  to e l i g i b l e  e l e c t r i c  

u t i l i t i e s .  T h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  

t h e  u t i l i t y  c o s t ,  e l i g i b i l i t y ,  a n d  t h e  a m o u n t  of s t a t e  

a s s i s t a n c e  r e c i e v e d  b y  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s .

P O W E R  C O S T  A S S I S T A N C E  P R O G R A M  

F Y  8 1 - 8 3

2 ■ POWER COST ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Authorizat i on

Ut i I i ty Name

Akiachiak Ltd..
Andreanof 
Atrnaut I auk

AVEC (Election District 
22, 23, 24, 25, 26 
48 Vi I lages)

Bethel Ut iIi t i es 
Betties Light and Power

Chefornak Light Plant 
Circle Electric 
Copper Valley - Clennallen 
Copper Valley - Valdez 
Cordova Eiectric

Eagle Power

Ft. Yukon UtiIi t ies

Haines Light and Power 
Hughes Light and Power

I I i a n m a - N e w h n  I e n

K o d i a k  E l e c t r i c  A s s o c . - K o d i a k  

K o d i a k  E l e c t r i c  A s s o c . - P t .  L y o n s  

Ko 1 1 i k  E l e c t r i c  A s  s o c  i a  t  i o n  

K o t z e b u e  E l e c t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  

K w e l h l u k ,  I n c .

FY 81 
$2,657,600.00

Total Expended

0.00

FY 82 
$9,300,000.00

FY 83 
$8,300,000.00

1,088,603.69

65,951.47 
72,333.42 
97,894.45

37,703.55

231 , 570.1 8

32,209.74

98,385.68

67

Total Expended Total Expended

2,295.98
3,628.44

2,724,722.58

143,602.64

30,494.15

119,307.69
245,060.78
236,408.98

41,953.17

84,729.25 
1 ,591.52

342,201.12 
106,637.19

2,583.55 

275,448.90

40,682.61
30,917.53
3,487.74

3,239,296.93

223,112.71
43,434.04

1 ,613.78 
7,784.31 

0.00 

0.00 

247,759.32

5,495.92

111 ,201.23

84,093.66 
18,221.77

30,400.40

403,090.52 
128,356.08 
49,517.31 

J'65,283.58 
64,956.24



M  & D  Enterprises 
Manley Ut i1ity Corporation 

Manokotak Natives Ltd.
McGrath Light and Power 
MicJdl e Kuskokwim

Naknek Electric - Naknek 
Naknek Electric - Egegik 
Napakiak Ircinap 
Napaskiak Inc.

Ne I son Lagoon
N i k o l a i , Ci ty of
Nome Joint Ut iIi ties
North Slope Borough
Northern Power and Eng. (Coldbay)
Northway Light and Power
Nushagak Electric Coop.

Ouz inki e Ut iIi t i es

Pelican
Puvurnaq Power Gcnpany

Ruby, City of

Takotna 
Tanana Power 
Ta t i 11ek 

TetI in 
Thorne Bay
Tl ingit -Haida Electric /'uth.

Una Iakleet Va I Iey 
Unalaska, Ci ty of

Yakutat

T O T A L

2,138.86

33,932.82

113,418..54 
4,430.64

72,511.56

80,622.55

378.26

232,166.37

50,798.01

2,245,049.79

20,281.65

95,125.74 166,441.80
18,305.57 17,175.01
5,r ' 7.68 42,771.77

90,603.83 124,207.10
10,775.74

175,798.36 224,696.87
20,202.29 24,357.28
48,138.46 71 ,133.24
14,185.88 35,610.55

6,522.28
6,318.32

463,302.15 391,876.32
92,900.67

10,558.70 16,518.15
35,453.16

202,745.29 278,768.62

40,143.07

20,5J1.35 48,190,67
1 ,785.69

31,869.15 65,221.82

9,363.33 . 9,076.18
35,824.50 90,138.02

1,570.01
1,941.26
5,974.48

642,362.47 896,517.15

118,867.35 142,041.89
73,060.46 163,898.74

26,655.42 52,672.48

6,464,548.02 8,283,685.67

68
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Introduced: 1/25/84
Referred: Judi cia ry  and

Finance

B Y  S A C K E T T ,  Z I E G L E R ,  

J O S E P H S O N ,  K E R T T U L A

1 I N  T H E  S E N A T E  A N D  R O D E Y

2  S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  3 7 7

3  I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4  T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6  F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e p e a l i n g  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  o f  a n  A c t

7  g i v i n g  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  c o u r t  f a c i l i -

3  t i e s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  a f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

9  B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  j A S K A :

1 0  *  S e c t i o n  1 .  S e c t i o n  3 ,  c h .  1 6 0 ,  S L A  ’  a s  a m e n d e d  b y  s e c .  2 ,

1 1  c h .  7 0 ,  S L A  1 9 8 2 ,  i s  r e p e a l e d .

1 2  *  S e c .  2 .  T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  a c c o i d a n c e  w i t h  A S  0 1 . -

1 3  1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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R O B E R T  H. ZIEGLER. 5 R
307 DAW DKN  STREET  

K E T C H IK A N .  ALASKA 90901

SENATOR VICE CHAIRMAN 
SENATE  RE? ’JRCES  C O M M IT T E E

• )
MEMHER

SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
While in Juneau 

PO U CH  V 
JUNEAU. ALASKA DD01 1

W ESTERN  STAVES L E G IS L A T IV E  
FORESTRY  TASK F O R C E

W ESTERN  C O N F E R E N C E  C O U N C IL  
C?K STATE GO V ERN M EN TS

January 26, 1984

MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator Bill Ray, Chairman

Senate Judiciary Committee

FROM: Senator Robert H. Ziegler, Sr.

Chairman, Sub-Committee For SB 377

SUBJECT: SB 377, An Act repealing the termination date of an Act giving

the supreme court authority over court facilities; and 
providing for an effective date.

Dear Bill:

In Section 3, Chapter 160, SLA 1980, the termination date of the Act was 
set for June 30, 1982.

The termination date of the Act was chanoed Lo June 30, 1984 in Section 
2, Chapter 70, SLA 1982.

This bill, if approved, will remove the termination date and the Supreme 

Court will continue to have authority over court facilities until such 
time as a termination date is passed by the legislature.

Very truly yours,

Robert H. Ziegler, Sr 

RHZ: 1k





I N  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  C S  F O E  C S  FOP. S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  3 8 2  ( F i n a n c e )

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  ”A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  coetr. o f  p o s t

m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n s , a u t o p s i e s ,  e m b a l m i n g ,  a n d  r e ­

l a t e d  s e r v i c e s i  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . ”

E E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 2 . 6 5  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r o a d :

S e c .  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 2 5 .  P O S T  K O R T E H  E X A M I N A T I O N S . (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r

o f  h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  w h i c h  

p o s t  m o r t e m  e x a n i n a t i o n s  e n d  a u t o p s i e s  o r d e r e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  c a y  

b e  p e r f o r m e d .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  s h e l l  p a y  

t h e  c o s t s  o f

(1 ) p o s t  m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a n d  a u t o p s i e s  o r d e r e d  u n d e r  

t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(2) r e l a t e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;

(3) e m b a l m i n g  r e q u i r e d  b y  l a w ;  a n d

(4) c o sm e t o l o g y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  make t h e  h e e d ,  f a c e ,  n e c k  and 

hands  o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d  p r e s e n t a b l e  i f  t h o s e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  b o d y  a r e  

d i s f i g u r e d  b y  Che e u t o p a y .

(b) T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  

c l o t h i n g  a n d  a c a s k e t  f o r  t h e  d e c e a s e d  i f  t h e  p e r s o n  l e g a l l y  

r c o p o T i a i b l e  fc the b u r i a l ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  s t a t e ,  i s  u n a b l e  t o  p a y  f o r  

c l o t h i n g  a n d  a c c s k e t  e n d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  p e r s o n  d o c s  n o t  o b j e c t .

<c) I n s t e a d  o f  p a y i n g  t h e  c o s t  o f  s e r v i c e s  l i s t e d  u n d e r  ( a ) ( 3 ) ,  

( a ) ( 4 ) ,  a n d  (b) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  

S e r v i c e s  m a y  p a y  f o r  t h e  c r e m a t i o n  a n d  i n u r n m e n t  o f  t h e  d e c a y e d  i f

- 1 -  K C S  C S S B  3 8 2 (Fi n )

Original sponsor?;: Ferguson and Saekett
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<1 ) t h e  p e r s o n  l e g a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  b u r i a l  r e o u e e t s  

o r  a p p r o v e s  t h e  c r e n ^ t i r - n  a n d  i n u r n m e n t i  e n d

(2) t h e  c o s t  \'.c t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  c r e m a t i o n  a n d  

I n u r n m e n t  d o e s  n o t  e x c e e d  t h e  c o s t  to t h e  s t a t e  o f  s e r v i c e s  l i s t e d  

u n d e r  ( a ) ( 3 ) ,  ( a ) ( 4 ) ,  a n d  (b) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t

w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  p a y  f o r  o r  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  d e c e a s e d .

(d) T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  

t h e  m a x i m u m  a m o u n t s  o r  r a t e s  t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  p a y  f o r  s e r v i c e s  

u n d e r  t h i s  u e c t i o n .  F a c i l i t i e s  d e s i g n a t e d  u n d e r  (a) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  

a s  a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  d e s i g n a t i o n ,  s h a l l  a g r e e  t o  a c c e p t  r e i m b u r s e ­

m e n t  f r o m  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a s  p a y m e n t  i n  f u l l  f o r  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  

tlac. f a c i l i t y  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a n d  s h a l l  n o t  reek. r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f o r  

t h o s e  s e r v i c e s  f r o m  s t h i r d  p a r t y .

(e) A  p e r s o n  Is " u n a b l e  to p a y "  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i f  t h e  p e r s o n

(1) ic e l i g i b l e  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 2 5 . 1 2 0  - 4 7 . 2 5 . -

3 0 0 i o r

(2) is o t h e r w i s e  u n a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  c l o t h i n g  a n d  a c a s k e t  

f o r  t h e  d e c e a s e d .

*  S e c .  2. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  leased l a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  0 2 . -  

1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date:

REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No.:HCSSB-382(Fin) 
Titie:Payment of costs for post

mortem examinations______________
Sponsor: Ferguson & Sackett_______
Requestor;House Finance____________
Date of Request: April 17, 1984

FISCAL DETAIL 

Agency Affected: DH&SS
Program Category Affected:State Health
Services - Public H e a l t h ___________
BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected: 
Public Health Admin. Services  _____

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING

FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89

100 PERSONAL SERVICES 

200 TRAVEL 

300 CONTRACTUAL 

400 SUPPLIES 

S00 EQUIPMENT 

600 LAND A STRUCTURES 

700 GRANTS, CLAIMS 

300 MISCELLANEOUS

35.9

4.0

702,6

o l p i t
5.0

TOTAL OPERATING 749.5

I CAPITALE REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dol ars)

GENERAL FUND * 749.5
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT Of BILL: * Only $145.9 of the total cost of 
$749.5 is new general funds. The remainder is already in the DHSS(Public Assistance G.R. 
$64.5) & Court System ($539.1) budgets. This is because most of these services are 
already b o m e  by the state; SB 382 adds some new services and consolidates performance 
of the seryices in one agency.

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page for analysis

Prepared By: Representative A1 Adams - Chair 
Division: House finance Committee

Approved by Commissioner: 

Agency:__________________

Phone: 465-3706 
Date: 4/r//&i

Date:

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note): 
Legislative Finance 

Legislative Sponsor 

Requestor

Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies) 1 2 / 1 / 8 3



ANALYSIS OF HCS SB 382 (Fin) FISCAL IMPACT

Estimate FY 8 3 : 850 autopsies as per AS 12.65 and 7 AAC 05.440

Estimate rural origin
nonrural origin

Mortuary cost per body 
Embalming 
Clothing body 
Casket 
Cosmetology

FY 83 FY 85

135 150
615 200

500

160 X  $230.00 
175 X  95.00 
175 X  500.00 
175 X  90.00 

Subtotal

Fairbanks

Anchorage

= $ 3o,800 
16,625 
87,500 
15,750 

$ 156,675

Post mortem examination and autopsy cost per body
Operating room 
Laboratory & 
pathologists fees

Transportation
To facility from carrier 
Between hospital and 
mortuary (Frbks only) 

Air fares

850 X  $ 60.00 = $ 51,000

850 X  500.00 
Subtotal

425,000 
$ 476,000

150 X $  50.00 = $ 7,500

200 X $ 80.00 
150 X  $250.00 

Subtotal

TOTAL

16,000 
37,500 

$ 61,000

$ 693,675

Administrative Costs
Administrative Assistant Ti J5.9
Travel 4.0
Contractual (phone, forms, space 8.9

etc)
Corrmcdities 2.0
Equipment (desk, typewriter, files,

calculator, etc) 5.0

$55.8

FY 85 budget request:
Court System-judicial branch 
Department of Health Social 
Services Public Assists. .~e, 
General Relief

Total

TOTAL FUNDING REQUIRED 

$539.1

$ 55,800 

$ 749,475

64.5

$603.6

ADDITIONAL GENERAL FUNDS REOUIPED FOR FY 85 
($749,475 - $603,600 = $145,875)

ESTIMATE: FUTURE FISCAL YEARS

$ 145,875

It is anticipated that costs will only increase by inflation in future 
years. Costs will be set through regulation by the Deoartment.
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FUNDING: (Thousands of Pol

CENEPAL FUND 

FEDERAL FUNDS 

OTHER 

TOTAL

733

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL:

A l a s k ' h  C o u r t  S y s t e m  
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ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page for analysis
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Approved by Commissioner:
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Requestor

Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)

5 3 9 . 1  ( F Y  8 5  R e q u e s t )
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1 3 0 . 1  ( S B - 3 8 2 )
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Date:
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SENATE BILL NO. 382

ANALYSIS:

This bill would transfer the responsibility for the payment of the cost of 
post mortem examinations, autopsies, and related services, including trans­
portation and facilities usage, to the Department of Health and Social Ser­
vices upon the passage of this legislation. The FY 84 operating budget for 
the Court System contains funding for the payment of these costs. Upon the 
passage of this bill the Court System would transfer the unobxigated balance 
of FY 84 funds to Health and Social Services. The FY 85 budget for the Court 
System contains $539,100 of funds for these costs. The entire amount of 
funding would be transferred to the other agency.
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KARLA L. FORSYTHE 
General Counsel

JVlaslut (Court jlusiem
j s t a t c  o f  A l a s k a  

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR 303 K S tre e t  
Anchorage,  A K  99501

M a r c h  22, 1984

Ms. L o u  A n n  C u t l e r  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A i d e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  L o u  Ann:

Y o u  a s k e d  me to p r o v i d e  the c o u r t  s y s t e m ' s  e s t i m a t e  of the
c o s t s  of i m p l e m e n t i n g  HB 6 9 0  if it is r e d r a f t e d  a l o n g  the l i n e s  
of the 3 / 1 5 / 8 4  d r a f t  of a p r o p o s e d  s u b s t i t u t e  for SB 302.

The c o u r t  s y s t e m  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  a t o t a l  of $ 1 3 0 , 1 2 5  in n e w
f u n d i n g  w i l l  be r e q u i r e d ,  in a d d i t i o n  to f u n d s  c u r r e n t l y  b u d g e t e d  
to the c o u r t  for a u t o p s y  c o s t s  and to t h e  g e n e r a l  r e l i e f  p r o g r a m  
for b u r i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  p a y m e n t s .  T h i s  a m o u n t  c o v e r s  n e w  c o s t s  
w h i c h  t h e  s t a t e  w o u l d  a b s o r b :  e m b a l m i n g  w h e n  l e g a l l y  r e q u i r e d ,
c l o t h i n g  and c a s k e t s  if the p e r s o n  l e g a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  for b u r i a l  
is u n a b l e  to pay, a n d  t h e  n e w  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  
by D H S S .

T h e  o r i g i n a l  c o s t  p r o j e c t i o n  w a s  b a s e d  u p o n  HB 690, w h i c h  
d o e s  n o t  d e f i n e  " r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s , "  a n d  d o e s  n o t  c l a r i f y  t h e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  u n d e r  w h i c h  the s t a t e  w i l l  b e a r  the c o s t .  I h a v e  
a t t a c h e d  a r e v i s e d  c o s t  p r o j e c t i o n  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  f i s c a l  e f f e c t  
of c h a n g e s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  in p r o p o s e d  C S S B  382.

F o r  FY 83, c o u r t  r e c o r d s  r e f l e c t  1 3 5  a u t o p s i e s  of r u r a l  
o r i g i n ,  a n d  6 0 0  n o n - r u r a l .  A p p l y i n g  a p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e  f a c t o r
of 13?£ o v e r  two y e a r s ,  t h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  in FY 85,
1 5 0  b o d i e s  w i l l  c o m e  from ru r a l  A l a s k a ,  and 7 0 0  fr o m  n o n r u r a l  
a r e a s .

S i n c e  7 A A C  3 5 . 1 0 0 ( b ) ( 3 )  r e q u i r e s  e m b a l m i n g  for b o d i e s  in 
t r a n s i t  m o r e  t h a n  24 h o u r s ,  e m b a l m i n g  c h a r g e s  s h o u l d  be p a i d  o n l y  
in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  b o d i e s  of r u r a l  o r i g i n .  U s i n g  the c o u r t  
s y s t e m ' s  f i g u r e  of 1 5 0  rural b o d i e s ,  a n d  a d d i n g  t e n  c a s e s  in 

w h i c h  an a u t o p s y  m a y  be r e q u i r e d  b e c a u s e  c o m m u n i c a b l e  d i s e a s e  is



s u s p e c t e d ,  t h e  e m b a l m i n g  c o s t  u n d e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l a n g u a g e  w o u l d  

t o t a l  $ 3 6 , 8 0 0  ( 1 6 0  x $ 2 3 0 ) .

U n d e r  t h e  r e v i s e d  w o r d i n g ,  t h e  c o s t  of  c l o t h i n g  a n d  a c a s k e t  

is b o r n e  b y  t h e  s t a t e  o n l y  if a p e r s o n  is e l i g i b l e  for a s s i s t a n c e  

o r  o t h e r w i s e  u n a b l e  to pay. T h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  e s t i m a t e s  p a y m e n t  

b y t h e  s t a t e  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  in 1 7 5  c a s e s .

T h e  c o s t  of  a c a s k e t  is f i g u r e d  at $ 5 0 0 ,  t h e n  m u l t i p l i e d  b y 

1 7 5  e l i g i b l e  c a s e s ,  fo r a t o t a l  e x p e d i t u r e  o f $ 8 7 , 5 0 0 .

B o d y  c o s m e t o l o g y  is n ot m e n t i o n e d  in t h e  p r o p o s e d  s u b s t i t u t e  

a n d  t h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a u t h o r i z e d  to p a y  t h i s  

c o s t .  D H S S  i n c l u d e d  t h e  c o s t  of c o s m e t o l o g y  as a p o s s i b l e  

r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  i f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w i s h e s  to i n c l u d e  b o d y  

c o s m e t o l o g y  w i t h i n  t h e  b i l l ,  t h e  c o s t  w o u l d  be c a l c u l a t e d  at 

$ 1 5 , 7 5 0  ( $ 9 0  x 1 7 5 ) .

T h e  r e v i s e d  l a n g u a g e  d o e s  n ot e f f e c t  p o s t  m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n  

a n d  a u t o p s y  c o s t s .  T h e  o p e r a t i n g  r o o m  or f a c i l i t y  u s a g e  fee c a n  

b e  e s t i m a t e d  at $6 0.  C u r r e n t l y  t h e  c o u r t  c j s t e m  p a y s  $5 0,  w h i c h  

a p p e a r s  r e a s o n a b l e  s i n c e  m o r t u a r i e s  f r e q u e n t l y  d e r i v e  t h e  

e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t  of h a v i n g  in  t h e i r  p o s s e s s i o n  a b o d y  for w h i c h  

t h e y  c a n  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  f a m i l i e s  for a d d i t i o n a l  m o r t u a r y  s e r v i c e s .

C o u r t  s y s t e m  b i l l i n g s  r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  c h a r g e d  

fo r  l a b  w o r k  a n d  p a t h o l o g i s t s  f e e s  a v e r a g e s  $ 5 0 0 .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  

c o u r t  s y s t e m  h a s  not p a i d  t h e  f u l l  r a c e  d e s i r e d  by  m o r t u a r i e s  fo r  

f a c i l i t y  u s e a g e ,  c o s t s  b i l l e d  for l a b  a n d  p a t h o l o g i s t s  f e e s  a r e  

p a i d  i n f u l l .

T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  t y p e s  o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t s .  F i r s t ,  b o d i e s  

o f r u r a l  o r i g i n  m u s t  b e  t r a n s p o r t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  a i r p o r t  a n d  t h e  

a u t o p s y  f a c i l i t y .  B o d i e s  of l o c a l  o r i g i n  w i l l  be t r a n s p o r t e d  to 

a m o r t u a r y  w h e t h e r  o r n o t  a n a u t o p s y  is p e r f o r m e d .  S i n c e  in 

t h e s e  c a s e s  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t  is no t s o l e l y  r e l a t e '  to t h e  

a u t o p s y ,  t h e  s t a t e  s h o u l d  n o t  p a y .

In F a i r b a n k s ,  a u t o p s i e s  t a k e  p l a c e  at t h e  h o s p i t a l  r a t h e r  

t h a n  t h e  m o r t u a r i e s ,  r e s u l t i n g  in a n a d d i t i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

c o s t  to a n d  f r o m  t h e  m o r t u a r y .  T h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  e s t i m a t e s  2 0 0  

b o d i e s  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s ,  w i t h  a c o s t  o f  $ 8 0 ,  for a t o t a l  o f  

$ 1 6 , 0 0 0 .

T h e  t h i r d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t  is a i r  f a r e  w h i c h  s h o u l d  be 

c a l c u l a t e d  b a s e d  u p o n  1 5 0  b o d i e s  of  r u r a l  o r i g i n .  C u r r e n t  

b i l l i n g s  s h o w  t y p i c a l  f r e i g h t  c h a r g e s  o f $ 1 7 5  to K o t z e b u e ,  $ 1 3 5  

to  D i l l i n g h a m ,  $ 1 1 7  to B a r r o w ,  $ 1 0 0  to K o d i a k ,  a n d  $ 8 6  to 

A n i a k .  U s i n g  a f i g u r e  of $ 2 5 0  p e r  b o d y ,  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  t o t a l  

c h a r g e  for a i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  is $ 3 7 , 5 0 0 .

In s u m m a r y ,  u s i n g  t h e  l a n g u a g e  of t h e  p r o p o s e d  s u b s t i t u t e  a nd 

a p p l y i n g  t h e  c o u r t ' s  f i g u r e  for n u m b e r s  of r u r a l  b o d i e s  a n d  for 

a i r  f a r e  a n d  a u t o p s y  c o s t s ,  t h e  c o s t  p r o j e c t i o n  for t h e  c o m m i t t e e  

s u b s t i t u t e  i s $ 6 7 7 , 9 2 5 .



D H S S  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  an  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n ,  w h i c h

i n c r e a s e s  t h e  t o t a l  c o s t  t o $ 7 3 3 , 7 2 5 .  T h e  f u n d i n g  a l r e a d y

r e q u e s t e d  b y t h e  c o u r t  a n d  g e n e r a l  r e l i e f  f u n d s  for f u n e r a l  a n d

b u r i a l  p a y m e n t s  (a t o t a l  o f  $ 6 0 3 , 0 0 0 ) ,  s h o u l d  b e  a p p l i e d  a g a i n s t

t h i s  f i g u r e .  T h u s ,  a t o t a l  of  $ 1 3 0 , 1 2 5  f or n e w  f u n d s  is n e e d e d .

P l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  i f y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

K a r  la L . F o r s y t h e  

G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l

K L F :s m h

At t a c h m e n t

c c : M a x  G i f f o r d  

M i k e  S c o t t  

R i c k  B a r r i e r  

B o b  F i s h e r

A r t h u r  H. S n o w d e n ,  II



P R E P A R E D  B Y  T H E  A L A S K A  C O U R T  S Y S T E M  - M a r c h  22, L 9 BA 

E s t i m a t e d  C o s t  o f  P r o p o s e d  C S S B  3 8 2

E s t i m a t e  F Y 8 5  - 8 5 0  a u t o p s i e s  as p e r  A S  1 2 . 6 5  a n d  7 A A C  0 5 . 4 4 0

F Y 83 F Y 8 5

E s t i m a t e  r u r a l  o r i g i n

n o n r u r a l  o r i g i n

M o r t u a r y  c o s t  p e r  b o d y  

E m b a l m i n g  

C l o t h i n g  b o d y  

C a s k e  t

O p e r a t i n g  r o o m  

L a b o r a t o r y  &

p a t h o l o g i s t s  F e e s

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

To f a c i l i t y  f r o m  c a r r i e r  

B e t w e e n  h o s p i t a l  a n d  

m o r t u a r y  ( F r b k s  o n l y )  

A i r  f a r e s

13 5

61 5

150

2 0 0

5 0 0

F a i r b a n k s  

A n c h o  r ag e

1 6 0

1 75

1 7 5

X $ 2 3 0 . 0 0  

X 9 5 . 0 0  

X 5 0 0 . 0 0

= $ 3 6 , 8 0 0  

1 6 , 6 2 5  

8 7 , 5 0 0

S u b t o t  al $ 1 4 0 , 9 2 5

c o s t

8 5 0

p e r  b o d y  

X $ 6 0 . 0 0 = $ 51 , 0 0 0

8 5 0 X $ 5 0 0 . 0 0 = $4 2 5 , 0 0 0

S u b t o t a l $ 4 7 6 , 0 0 0

1 5 0 X $ 5 0 . 0 0 = $ 7 , 5 0 0

2 0 0

1 5 0

X $ 8 0 . 0 0  

X $ 2 5 0 . 0 0

= $ 1 6 , 0 0 0  

= $ 3 7 , 5 0 0

S u b t o t a l 1; 6 1 , 0 0 0

T O T A L $ 6 7 7 , 9 2 5

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C o s t s

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  II 

Travel

C o n t r a c t u a l  ( p h o n e ,  f o r m s ,  s p a c e ,  e t c )  

C o m m o d i t i e s

E q u i p m e n t  ( d e s k ,  t y p e w r i t e r ,  f i l e s ,  

c a l c u l a t o r ,  e t c . )

T O T A L  F U N D I N G  R E Q U I R E D

C u r r e n t  b u d g e t  r e q u e s t

C o u r t  S y s t e m  - j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  & S o c i a l  

S e r v i c e s  P u b l i c  A s s i s t a n c e ,

G e n e  r al R e l i e f

A D D I T I O N A L  F U N D I N G  R E Q U I R E D  F O R  F Y  85

T O T A L

3 5 . 9

4 . 0  

8 . 9

2.0

5 . 0

$ 5 5 . 8

$ 5 3 9 .  1

6 4  . 5

$ 6 0 3 . 6

$ 5 5 , 8 0 0  

$ 7 3 3 , 7 2 5

$130,125
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LAW OFFICES OF

A L A S K A  L E G A L  S E R V I C E S  C O R P O R A T I O N

POST OFFICE BOX 309 
□ ARROW, ALASKA 99733 
Telephone (907) 052-2311

F e b r u a r y  22, 1984

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a e  T i s c h e r  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P c u c h  V  (MS 3100)
Juneau, A K  99811

Re: House Bill 690
D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T i s cher:

I am e n c l o s i n g  a m e m o  a b o u t  the n e e d  for l e g i s l a t i o n  
to a u t h o r i z e  the State  to p a y  for e m b a l m i n g  and r e l a t e d  c o s t s  
when the S tate o r d e r s  a b o d y  autopsiee. L e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  been 
r e c e n t l y i n t r o d u c e d  by Rep. Al A d a m s  and r e f e r r e d  to the HESS 
c o m m i t t e e  to deal w i t h  t h i s  problem. Rep. Adams' staff r e c o m­
m e n d e d  that I send y o u  a m e m o  o u t l i n i n g  the need for this l e g i s­
lation. I c u r r e n t l y  have three c l i e n t s  w h o  are trying to get 
the State to p a y  the c o s t  of funeral e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  b e c a u s e  
of a S t a t e - o r d e r e d  a u t o p s y ,  and our o f f i c e  has seen s e ver al 
o t h e r  case s in r e c e n t  y ear s. O t h e r  b u s h  o f f i c e s  of A l a s k a  L e g a l  
S e r v i c e s  have had s i m i l a r  cases. Thus we are aware of the 
o n g o i n g  need for legisl a t i o n .

I hope that the m e m o  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  in m o v i n g  the 
bill through the HESS commit t e e .  S e n a t o r  F e r g u s o n  hat i n t r o­
duc e d  similar l e g i s l a t i o n  in the Senate. If y o u  need any a d d i­
tional infor m a t i o n ,  I w o u l d  be h ap py to a s s i s t  you.

S i n c e r e . ' ^  y o u r s ,

H e a t h e r  N o b l e
S t a f f  A t t o r n e y

c c :  R e p .  A d a m s

S e n .  F e r g u s o n

b c c :  L c u a n n  C u t l e r ,  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e * ^
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I AW OFFICES OF

A L A S K A  L E G A L  S E R V I C E S  C O R P O R A T I O N

POST OFFICE BOX 309 
BARROW, ALASKA 99723 
Telephone (907) 352-2311

M E M O

TO: Rep. M a e  T i s c h e r ,  Chair, H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  on Health, E d u c a t i o n  

an d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

FROM: H e a t h e r  N ob le, S t a f f  A t t o r n e y ,  B a r r o w  o f f i c e  of A l a s k a  L e g a l  

S e r v i c e s

RE: E m b a l m i n g  a n d  c a s k e t  c o s t s  for a u t o p s i e d  b o d i e s

The B a r r o w  o f f i c e  of A l a s k a  Legal S e r v i c e s  has r e p e a t­

edly e n c o u n t e r e d  c ases of c l i e n t s  b e i n g  c h a r g e d  for the c o s t s  of 

e m b a l m i n g  and c a s k e t s  for loved o n e s  w h o  d i e d  in c i r c u m s t a n c e s  

r e q u i r i n g  autopsy.

THE P R O B L E M

A u t o p s i e s  are o r d e r e d  by a judge, m a d i s t r a t e ,  or coroner.

The family has no c h o i c e  a b o u t  it: the a u t o p s y  o c c u r s  u n d e r  c o u r t

order. A u t o p s i e s  are o r d e r e d  w h e n e v e r  s o m eone d i e s  v i o l e n t l y  or

in s u s p i c i o u s  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  or of an i l l ness w h e n  they are n ot in a

d o c t o r 's c a s e .

In the bush, w h e n  an a u t o p s y  is ordered, the body is

flown to F a i r b a n k s  or A n c h o r a g e ,  a utopsied, e m b a l m e d ,  p l a c e d  in

a casket, and flown b a c k  to the village. The b o d y  m u s t  be e m b a l m e d

and p l a c e d  in a c a s k e t  to c o m p l y  w i t h  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  r e g u l a t i o n s
»

of the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  Ser vices. 7 AAC 35.100. 

F u n eral h o m e s  do the e m b a l m i n g  and sell the casket.

C u r r e n t l y  the C o u r t  S y s t e m  p a y s  the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

c o s t s  tc get the body to F a i r b a n k s  or A n c h o r a g e  and b a c k  to the 

place of d eath or home v i l l a g e ,  as w e l l  as the c o s t  of autopsy.

The C o u r t  S y s t e m  does not pay for e m b a l m i n g  or a casket. The



f amil y gets hit w i t h  a bill for the use of funeral home f acil ities, 

for embalm ing, for a casket, and s o m e tim es for a h e a r s e  to t r a n s­

por t  the body to a n d  from the airport. In a d d i t i o n  the f a m i l y  m u s t  

p a y  the f u n e r a l  hom e to p u r c h a s e  c l othes to d r e s s  the body, u n l e s s  

the family has f o r e s e e n  the need and sent c l o t h e s  or u n l e s s  the 

family is w i l l i n g  to bur y the b o d y  naked. T h e s e  c o s t s  u s u a l l y  total 

at least $1000 and can be m u c h  h igher if the f u neral home s a l esman

talks the family i n t o  b u y i n g  a m o r e  e x p e n s i v e  c a s k e t  sight unseen.

T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  c o n t r a s t s  s h a rply w i t h  how the body w o u l d

be h a n d l e d  if no a u t o p s y  w e r e  ordered. If the body s tayed in the

v i l l age, the family w o u l d  dress the body and b u ild a h o m e m a d e  casket. 

T h e r e  w o u l d  be no expense, e x c e p t  for a little lumber to m a k e  up 

the casket.

W h y  s hou ld a f ami ly have  to pay $1000 to a funeral home

m e r e l y  b e c a u s e  the S t a t e  has ordere d an a u t o p s y ?  W o u l d n ' t  it be

m o r e  fair for the S t a t e  to pay such c o s t s ?

L E G I S L A T I O N  T O  SOLVE THE P R O B L E M

House Bill No. 690, i n t r o d u c e d  by Rep. Al A d a m s  and

r e f e r r e d  to the F i n a n c e  and the HESS commi t t e e s ,  w i l l  solve m a n y  

of these problems. The  bill states that the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  

and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  shall pay the costs of a u t o p s i e s  and "related 

services, i n c l u d i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and storage of b od ies and
9

e m b a l m i n g . "

The bill d e a l s  w i t h  the i n e q u i t y  of r e q u i r i n g  the family 

to p a y  for e m b a l m i n g  w h e n  e m b a l m i n g  is only n e c e s s a r y  b e c a u s e  of 

the S t a t e - o r d e r e d  autopsy. U n f o r t u n a t e l y  for p e o p l e  in the b u s h  

l.lie bill  is not qui to c l e a r  about w h a t  costs w o u l d  be included. In 

p a r t i c u l a r  the bill d o n s  not  clarify w h e t h e r  the c o s t  of a b asic

Memo to Mae Tischer - page 2



c a s k e t  w o u l d  be p a i d  by the State. It is not fair to r e quire 

b u s h  f a m i l i e s  to p a y  a funeral home $400 or $500 for a c a s k e t  

when, b u t  for the autopsy, they w o u l d  b u i l d  a c a s k e t  themselves. 

O b v i o u s l y  if the f a m i l y  c h o o s e s  to s elect a m o r e  e x p e n s i v e  c a s k e t  

the State should not have to p a v  for that choice. But the S t a t e  

should p i c k  up the c o s t  of a b a s i c  casket. T o  a c h ieve this, 

the bill s h o u l d  be amended, c h a n g i n g  the last sentence of Sec. 

12 . 6 5.125 as follows:

"The D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  

shall pay the c o s t s  of post m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n s  

and a u t o p s i e s  o r d e r e d  under this c h a p t e r  and 

the costs of r e l a t e d  goods and services, i n c l u­

din g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and storage of b o d i e s  and 

e m b a l m i n g  and any c a sket w h i c h  w o u l d  not need 

to be p u r c h a s e d  but for the a u t o p s y ."

Memo to Mae Tischer - page 3
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r

H E A L T H  A N D  SO C IA L SER VIC ES

p o s s i b l e ,  u p o n  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  R e g i s t r a r .  ( I n  

e f f e c t  b e f o r e  7 / 2 S / 5 9 ; n m  7 / 2 5 / 6 0 ,  R e g .  2 )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  I  S . 5 0 . 2 3 0  

A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 4 0

7  A A C  0 5 . 4 4 0 .  S U S P I C I O U S  D E A T H S .  W h e n  

t h e r e  i s  a n y  q u e s t i o n  o f  f o u l  p l a y ,  n o  o n e  s h a l l  

a c c e p t  a  H e a t h  o r  f e t a l  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  f i l i n g  

o r  r e c o r d i n g ,  i s s u e  a  b u r i a l - t r a n s i t  p e r m i t ,  o r  

o t h e r w i s e  m o v e  o r  a l l o w  a  b o d y  t o  b e  m o v e d  o r  

m o l e s t e d  e x c e p t  b y  o r d e r  o f  a  l a w - e n f o r c e m e n t  

o f f i c e r  o r  c o u r t  u n t i l  c l e a r a n c e  b y  t h e  p r o p e r  

m a g i s t r a t e .  I n  a n y  c a s e  w i t h o u t  m e d i c a l  

a t t e n t i o n ,  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e  m a y  r e q u e s t  a  m e d i c a l  

e x a m i n e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  d e a t h  a n d  

p r e p a r e  a  c e r t i f i c a t e .  I n  a n y  s u s p i c i o u s  c a s e ,  t i i e  

m a g i s t r a t e  w i l l  i n v e s t i g a t e ;  a n d  i t  h e  d e e m s  i t
 1-- —tktf  --------

n e c e s s a r y ,  e n t e r  t h e  c a s e  a s  c o r o n e r  a n d  c a l l  a  

c o r o n e r ’ s  j u r y .  I n  a l l  s u c h  c a s e s ,  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e  i s  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r ~ s e e i n g  t h a t  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  

d e n t i l  o r  l e t a l  d e a t h  i s  p r e p a r e d  a n d  f i l e d .  " H e  

m a y  r e q u i r e  a n y o n e  c o n c e r n e d  t o  f u r n i s h  t h e  

n e c e s s a r y  f a c t s  f o r  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  a n d  a n y  

m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  o r  o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n  b r o u g h t  

i n t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  s i g n  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

c a u s e  o f  d e a t h .  I f  a  c o r o n e r ’ s  j u r y  h a s  b e e n  

i m p a n e l l e d ,  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e  m u s t  a l s o  s i g n  t h e  

c e r t i f i c a t e  a c  c o r o n e r ,  g i v i n g  t h e  j u r y ’ s  f i n d i n g s  

i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a n y  m e d i c a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .

7  A A C  0 5 . 4 3 0  

7  A  A C  0 5 . 4 7 0

I n  p r e s u m p t i v e  d e a t h  c a s e s ,  w i t h  n o  b o d y  

e s t a b l i s h e d ,  p r e s u m p t i o n  o f  d e a t h  m u s t  b e  

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  s t a t u t e s .  I n  

a l l  p r e s u m p t i v e  d e a t h  c a s e s  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  t h e  

• e r t i f i c a t e ,  a n d  t h e  p r e s u m p t i o n  a b o u t  d e a t h  

a n d  i t s  c a u s e  s h a l l  b e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  c o u r t .  ( I n  e f f e c t  b e f o r e  7 / 2 8 / 5 9 ;  a m  

7 / 2 5 / 6 0 ,  R e g .  2 )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 2 0  

A S  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 7 0  

A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 3 0  

A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 4 0

7  A A C  0 5 . 4 5 0 .  F E T A L  D E A T H S .  A n y  

p r o d u c t  o f  g e s t a t i o n  o f  l e s s  t h a n  2 0  w e e k s  

d u r a t i o n  o f  p r e g n a n c y ,  s h o w i n g  n o  e v i d e n c e  o f  

l i f e ,  m a y  h a v e  a  f e t a l  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  p r e p a r e d ,  

f i l e d ,  r e c o r d e d ,  a n d  r e g i s t e r e d  a s  r e q u i r e d  a b o v e ,  

a t  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  o r  o t h e r s  c o n c e r n e d ;  

s u c h  c e r t i f i c a t e  i s  n o t  m a n d a t o r y  f o r  f e t a l  d e a t h s  

w i t h  a  d u r a t i o n  o f  p r e g n a n c y  o f  l e s s  t h a n  2 0  

w e e k s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  d o c s  n o t  r e l e a s e  

a n y o n e  f r o m  t h e  d u t y  o f  r e p o r t i n g  a n y  s u s p i c i o n  

■ f  f o u l  p l a y  o r  i l l e g a l  a c t ;  n o r  d o c s  i t  e x c e p t

s u c h  c a s e s  f r o m  a n y  e x i s t i n g  b u r i a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

o r  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  o r  o t h e r  h e a l t h  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  

e i t h e r  s t a t e  o r  l o c a l .  ( I n  e f f e c t  b e f o r e  7 / 2 . ° / 5 9 ;  

a m  7 / 2 5 / 6 0 ,  R e g .  2 )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 4 0

7  A A C  0 5 . 4 6 0 .  B . . .  7 I A L - T R A N S I T  P E R M I T S .  

N o  d e a d  b o d y  o r  f e t u s  o f  2 0  w e e k s  o r  m o r e  

g e s t a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  f i n a l l y  d i s p o s e d  o f ,  o r  r e m o v e d  

f r o m  t h e  s t a t e ,  u n t i l  a  b u r i a l - t r a n s i t  p e r m i t  h a s  

b e e n  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  p r o p e r  l o c a l  r e g i s t r a r  o r  o t h e r  

a g e n t  d u l y  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  R e g i s t r a r .  

S u c h  b u r i a l - t r a n s i t  p e r m i t  s h a l l  b e  o b t a i n e d  i n  

a n y  c a s e  w i t h i n  7 2  h o u r s  a f t e r  d e a t h  ( o r  

d e l i v e r y ) ,  u n l e s s  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t i m e  i s  g r a n t e d  

u n d e r  s e c s .  5 5 0 - 5 7 0  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  ( I n  e f f e c t  

b e f o r e  7 / 2 8 / 5 9 ;  a m  7 / 2 5 / 6 0 ,  R e g .  2 )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 5 0

7  A A C  0 5 . 4 7 0 .  P E R S O N S  W H O  M U S T  

O B T A I N .  T h e  f u n e r a l  d i r e c t o r ,  o r  p e r s o n  a c t i n g  

a s  s u c h ,  w h o  f i r s t  a s s u m e s  c u s t o d y  o f  a  d e a d  

b o d y  o r  f e t u s  s h a l l  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  

t h e  b u r i a l - t r a n s i t  p e r m i t .  F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  

t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  f i r s t  a s s u m e s  

c u s t o d y  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  a n y o n e  f i r s t  m o v i n g ,  o r  

c a u s i n g  t o  b e  m o v e d ,  s u c h  b o d y  o r  f e t u s  f o r  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  p u r p o s e s :

( 1 )  f o r  f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n ;

( 2 )  f o r  r e m o v a l  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e ;

( 3 )  f o r  s t o r a g e  o r  o t h e r  h o l d i n g  f o r  a  p e r i o d  

b e y o n d  7 2  h o u r s  a f t e r  d e a t h ;

( 4 )  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b y  c o m m o n  c a r r i e r ;  a n d

( 5 )  f o r  r e m o v a l  b y  a n y  m e a n s  f r o m  t h e  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  w h e r e  d e a t h  o c c u r r e d .

N o  d e a d  b o d y  o r  f e t u s  s h a l l  b e  m o v e d  f o r  a n y  o f  

t h e  a b o v e  p u r p o s e s  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  a c c o m p a n i e d  

b y  a  b u r i a l - t r a n s i t  p e r m i t ,  u n l e s s  a n  e m e r g e n c y  

e x i s t s  o r  t h e  b o d y  i s  b e i n g  m o v e d  b y  a n  

e s t a b l i s h e d  f u n e r a l  d i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  

p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  t h e n  o n l y  

i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  R e g i s t r a r ;  •  p r o v i d e d  

f u r t h e r  t h a t  a  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r  o r  a  c o u r t  

m a y  o r d e r  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  a  b o d y  w h e n  

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a n  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w i t h  a  

n o t i c e  o f  s u c h  r e m o v a l  t o  t h e  p r o p e r  l o c a l
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H E A L T H  A N D  S O C IA L SER VIC ES 7 AA C  05.430

7 A A C  05.470

p o s s i b l e ,  u p o n  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  R e g i s t r a r .  ( I n  

e f f e c t  b e f o r e  7 / 2 8 / 5 9 ;  a m  7 / 2 5 / 6 0 ,  R e g .  2 )

A u t h o r i t y :  \ S  I S . 5 0 . 2 3 0  

A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 4 0

7  A A C  0 5 . 4 4 0 .  S U S P I C I O U S  D E A T H S .  W h e n  

t h e r e  i s  a n v  q u e s t i o n  o t  f o u l  p l a y ,  n o  o n e  s h a l l  

a c c e p t  a ' d e a t h  o r  f e t a l  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  f i l i n g  

o r  r e c o r d i n g ,  i s s u e  a  b u r i a l - t r a n s i t  p e r m i t ,  o r  

o t h e r w i s e  m o v e  o r  a l l o w  a  b o d y  t o  b e  m o v e d  o r  

m o l e s t e d  e x c e p t  b y  o r d e r  o f  a  l a w - e n f o r c e m e n t  

o f f i c e r  o r  c o u r t  u n t i l  c l e a r a n c e  b y  t h e  p r o p e r  

m a g i s t r a t e .  I n  a n y  c a s e  w i t h o u t  m e d i c a l  

a t t e n t i o n ,  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e  m a y  r e q u e s t  a  m e d i c a l  

e x a m i n e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  d e a t h  a n d  

p r e p a r e  a  c e r t i f i c a t e . I n  a n y  s u s p i c i o u s  c a s e ,  t h e  

m a u i s t r a t e  w i l l  i n v e s t i g a t e ;  a n d  i t  h e  d e e m s  i t —--------------m tf - --------- — — ■ -
n e c e s s a r y ,  e n t e r  t h e  c a s e  a s  c o r o n e r  a n d  c a l l  a  

c o r o n e r ’ s  j u r y .  I n  a l l  s u c h  c a s e s ,  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e  i s  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r ~ s e e i n g  t h a t  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  o T  

d e a t h  o r  t o t a l  d e a t l i  i s  p r e p a r e d  a n d  f i l e d .  H e  

m a y  r e q u i r e  a n y o n e  c o n c e r n e d  t o  f u r n i s h  t h e  

n e c e s s a r y  f a c t s  f o r  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  a n d  a n y  

m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  o r  o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n  b r o u g h t  

i n t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  s i g n  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

c a u s e  o f  d e a t h .  I f  a  c o r o n e r ' s  j u r y  h a s  b e e n  

i m p a n e l l e d ,  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e  m u s t  a l s o  s i g n  t h e  

c e r t i f i c a t e  a s  c o r o h e r ,  g i v i n g  t h e  j u r y ’ s  f i n d i n g s  

i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a n y  m e d i c a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .

I n  p r e s u m p t i v e  d e a t h  c a s e s ,  w i t h  n o  b o d y  

e s t a b l i s h e d ,  p r e s u m p t i o n  o f  d e a t h  m u s t  b e  

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  s t a t u t e s .  I n  

a l l  p r e s u m p t i v e  d e a t h  c a s e s  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  t h e  

c e r t i f i c a t e ,  a n d  t h e  p r e s u m p t i o n  a b o u t  d e a t h  

a n d  i t s  c a u s e  s h a l l  b e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  c o u r t .  ( I n  e f f e c t  b e f o r e  7 / 2 8 / 5 9 ;  a m  

7 / 2 5 / 6 0 .  R e g .  2 )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 2 0  

A S  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 7 0  

A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 3 0  

A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 4 0

7  A A C  0 5 . 4 5 0 .  F E T A L  D E A T H S .  A n y  

p r o d u c t  o f  g e s t a t i o n  o f  l e s s  t h a n  2 0  w e e k s  

d u r a t i o n  o f  p r e g n a n c y ,  s h o w i n g  n o  e v i d e n c e  o f  

l i f e ,  m a y  h a v e  a  f e t a l  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  p r e p a r e d ,  

f i l e d ,  r e c o r d e d ,  a n d  r e g i s t e r e d  a s  r e q u i r e d  a b o v e ,  

a t  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  o r  o t h e r s  c o n c e r n e d ;  

s u c h  c e r t i f i c a t e  i s  n o t  m a n d a t o r y  f o r  f e t a l  d e a t h s  

w i t h  a  d u r a t i o n  o f  p r e g n a n c y  o f  l e s s  t h a n  2 0  

w e e k s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  r e l e a s e  

a n ,  m e  f r o m  t h e  d u t y  o f  r e p o r t i n g  a n y  s u s p i c i o n  

o f  f o u l  p l a y  o r  i l l e g a l  a c t ;  n o r  d o e s  i t  e x c e p t

s u c h  c a s e s  f r o m  a n y  e x i s t i n g  b u r i a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

o r  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  o r  o t h e r  h e a l t h  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  

e i t h e r  s t a t e  o r  l o c a l .  ( I n  e f f e c t  b e f o r e  7 / 2 8 / 5 9 ;  

a m  7 / 2 5 / 6 0 ,  R e g .  2 )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 4 0

7  A A C  0 5 . 4 6 0 .  B U R I A L - T R A N S I T  P E R M I T S .  

N o  d e a d  b o d y  o r  f e t u s  o f  2 0  w e e k s  o r  m o r e  

g e s t a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  f i n a l l y  d i s p o s e d  o f ,  o r  r e m o v e d  

f r o m  t h e  s t a t e ,  u n t i l  a  b u r i a l - t r a n s i t  p e r m i t  h a s  

b e e n  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  p r o p e r  l o c a l  r e g i s t r a r  o r  o t h e r  

a g e n t  d u l y  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  R e g i s t r a r .  

S u c h  b u r i a l - t r a n s i t  p e r m i t  s h a l l  b e  o b t a i n e d  i n  

a n y  c a s e  w i t h i n  7 2  h o u r s  a f t e r  d e a t h  ( o r  

d e l i v e r y ) ,  u n l e s s  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t i m e  i s  g r a n t e d  

u n d e r  s e c s .  5 5 0 — 5 7 0  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  ( I n  e f f e c t  

b e f o r e  7 / 2 8 / 5 9 ;  a m  7 / 2 5 / 6 0 ,  R e g .  2 )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 5 0

7  A A C  0 5 . 4 7 0 .  P E R S O N S  W H O  M U S T  

O B T A I N .  T h e  f u n e r a l  d i r e c t o r ,  o r  p e r s o n  a c t i n g  

a s  s u c h ,  w h o  f i r s t  a s s u m e s  c u s t o d y  o f  a  d e a d  

b o d y  o r  f e t u s  s h a l l  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  

t h e  b u r i a l - t r a n s i t  p e r m i t .  F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  

t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  f i r s t  a s s u m e s  

c u s t o d y  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  a n y o n e  f i r s t  m o v i n g ,  o r  

c a u s i n g  t o  b e  m o v e d ,  s u c h  b o d y  o r  f e t u s  f o r  t h e  

f o l i o  . v i n g  p u r p o s e s :

( 1 )  f o r  f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n ;

( 2 )  f o r  r e m o v a l  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e ;

( 3 )  f o r  s t o r a g e  o r  o t h e r  h o l d i n g  f o r  a  p e r i o d  

b e y o n d  7 2  h o u r s  a f t e r  d e a t h ;

( 4 )  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b y  c o m m o n  c a r r i e r ;  a n d

( 5 )  f o r  r e m o v a l  b y  a n y  m e a n s  f r o m  t h e  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  w h e r e  d e a t h  o c c u r r e d .

N o  d e a d  b o d y  o r  f e t u s  s h a l l  b e  m o v e d  f o r  a n y  o f  

t h e  a b o v e  p u r p o s e s  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  a c c o m p a n i e d  

b y  a  b u r i a l - t r a n s i t  p e r m i t ,  u n l e s s  a n  e m e r g e n c y  

e x i s t s  o r  t h e  b o d y  i s  b e i n g  m o v e d  b y  a n  

e s t a b l i s h e d  f u n e r a l  d i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  

p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  t h e n  o n l y  

i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  R e g i s t r a r ; - p r o v i d e d  

f u r t h e r  t h a t  a  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r  o r  a  c o u r t  

m a y  o r d e r  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  a  b o d y  w h e n  

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a n  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w i t h  a  

n o t i c e  o f  s u c h  r e m o v a l  t o  t h e  p r o p e r  l o c a l
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C H A P T E R  3 5 .  

E M B A L M I N G

S e c t i o n

1 0 . ( R e p e a l e d )

2 0 . ( R e p e a l e d )

3 C 1 ( R e p e a l e d )

4 0 . ( R e p e a l e d )

5 0 . ( R e p e a l e d )

6 0 . ( R e p e a l e d )

7 0 . ( R e p e a l e d )

8 0 . ( R e p e a l e d )

9 0 . C a r e  o f  h u m a n  r e m a i n s

1 0 0 . T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e a d

1 1 0 . R e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  f u n e r a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s

1 2 0 . P r e p a r a t i o n  r o o m  r e q u i r e m e n t s

1 3 0 . D e f i n i t i o n s

7 A A C  3 5 . 0 1 0 .  L I C E N S E  R E Q U I R E D

R e p e a l e d .  ( E f f .  1 2 / 2 9 / 7 7 ,  R e g .  6 4 )

7  . A A C  3 5 . 0 2 0 .  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  O F

. A P P L I C A N T S  F O R  E M B A L M E R ’ S  L I C E N S E .

R e p e a l e d .  ( E f f .  1 2 / 2 9 / 7 7 ,  R e g .  6 4 )

7  A A C  3 5 . 0 3 0 .  A P P L I C A T I O N .  R e p e a l e d .  

( E f f .  1 2 / 2 9 / 7 7 ,  R e g .  6 4 )

7  . A A C  3 5 . 0 4 0 .  E X A M I N A T I O N  O F

A P P L I C A N T S  F O R  E M B A L M E R ’ S  L I C E N S E .

R e p e a l e d .  ( E f f .  1 2 / 2 9 / 7 7 ,  R e g .  6 4 )

7  A A C  3 5 . 0 5 0 .  S C O P E  . A N D  C O N D U C T  O F  

E X A M I N A T I O N .  R e p e a l e d .  ( E f f .  1 2 / 2 9 / 7 7 ,  

R e g .  6 4 )

7  A A C  3 5 . 0 6 0 .  S U C C E S S F U L  A N D

U N S U C C E S S F U L  A P P L I C A N T S .  R e c e d e d .  

( E f f .  1 2 / 2 9 / 7 7 ,  R e g .  6 4 )

7  A A C  3 5 . 0 7 0 .  R E V O C A T I O N ,  S U S P E N S I O N  

A N D  R E F U S A L  T O  I S S U E  L I C E N S E .  

R e p e a l e d .  ( E f f .  1 2 / 2 9 / 7 7 ,  R e g .  6 4 )

7  A A C  3 5 . 0 8 0 .  R E P O R T S  B Y  F U N E R A L  

E S T A B L I S H M E N T S .  R e p e a l e d .  ( E f f .  1 2 / 2 9 / 7 7 ,  

R e g .  6 4 )

7  A A C  3 5 . 0 9 0 .  C A R E  O F  H U M A N  R E M A I N S ,

( a )  A l l  h u m a n  r e m a i n s  s h a l l  b e  d i s i n f e c t e d  b y  

a p p r o v e d  d i s i n f e c t i n g  s o l u t i o n s  s o  c h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  

b e  n o  d a n g e r  o f  s p r e a d i n g  d i s e a s e  o r  i n f e c t i o n .

( b )  E m b a l m e r s  s h a l l  t a k e  e v e r y  p r e c a u t i o n  t o

p r e v e n t  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  i n f e c t i o n s  f r o m  p e r s o n s  

w h o  h a v e  d i e d  o f  c o m m u n i c a b l e  d i s e a s e s .

( c )  I t  s h a l l  b e  t h e  d u t y  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a l l  

p h y s i c i a n s  l i c e n s e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  w h o  a r e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  o r  a n y  

p h y s i c i a n  w h o  b y  v i r t u e  o f  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  

m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  o r  l o c a l  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  

h a v e  k n o w l e d g e  o r  s u s p e c t  t h a t  a  p e r s o n  h a s  

d i e d  o f  a  c o m m u n i c a b l e  d i s e a s e  w h i c h  m a y  

r e a s o n a b l y  c o n s t i t u t e  a  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  

m o r t i c i a n s  a n d  t h e i r  s t a f f s ,  v i l l a g e  o f f i c i a l s ,  

c l e r g y m e n ,  a n d  a l l  o t h e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  

h a n d l i n g  a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a  d e a d  h u m a n  b o d y ,  

t o  i n f o r m  a n d  c o u n s e l  s u c h  i n d i v i d u a l s  p r o m p t l y  

o f  t h i s  h a z a r d  o r  p o t e n t :  i l  t h r e a t  t o  t h e i r  h e a l t h  

a n d  s a f e t y .  A p p r o p r i a t e  p r e c a u t i o n a r y  m e a s u r e s  

t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  c o m m u n i c a b l e  d i s e a s e s  

f r o m  d e c e a s e d  h u m a n  b o d i e s  t o  e m p l o y e e s  o f  

m o r t u a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  p e r s o n s  c o n t r a c t e d  t o  

p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  

h a n d l i n g  o f  d e a d  h u m a n  b o d i e s ,  a n d  t o  t h e  

g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  s h a l l  b e  u n d e r t a k e n  a t  a l l  t i m e s  

a n d  s h a l l  b e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  f u n e r a l  

d i r e c t o r ,  o r  i n  h i s  a b s e n c e ,  t h e  s e n i o r  v i l l a g e  

o f f i c i a l  p r e s e n t .

( d )  W h e n  d e a t h  h a s  o c c u r r e d  f r o m  s m a l l p o x ,  

p l a g u e ,  a n t h r a x ,  d i p h t h e r i a ,  m e n i n g o c o c c a l  

m e n i n g i t i s ,  c h o l e r a ,  e p i d e m i c  t y p h u s ,  o r  a n y  

u n u s u a l  a n d  h i g h l y  c o m m u n i c a b l e  d i s e a s e ,  t h e  

b o d y  s h a l l  b e  h a n d l e d  a n d  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  s t r i c t  

q u a r a n t i n e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  I f  o n e  o f  t h e  a b o v e  

n a m e d  c o m m u n i c a b l e  d i s e a s e s  o c c u r r e d  o r  w a s  

r e a s o n a b l y  s u s p e c t e d  t o  b e  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  b o d y  

s h a l l  b e  e m b a l m e d  b y  a  l i c e n s e d  e m b a l m e r  a n d  

i m m e d i a t e l y  p l a c e d  i n  a  c a s k e t  o r  c o f f i n  w h i c h  

s h a l l  b e  p e r m a n e n t l y  c l o s e d  u n l e s s  t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  s h a l l  

m a k e  a  s p e c i f i c  e x c e p t i o n .  ( I n  e f f e c t  b e f o r e  

7 / 2 8 / 5 9 ;  a m  2 / 2 1 / 7 1 .  R e g .  3 7 )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  1 8 . 0 5 . 0 4 0

7  A A C  3 5 . 1 0 0 .  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  O F  T H E  

D E A D ,  ( a )  T h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  h u m a n  r e m a i n s  

d e a d  o f  a n y  d i s e a s e s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  s e c .  9 0  o f  t h i s  ~ r  C * ,  
c h a p t e r  s h a l l  b e  p e r m i t t e d  o n l y  u n d e r  t h e  v  ;  
f o l l o w i n g  c o n d i t i o n s :

O
o

( 1 )  t h e  b o d y  s h a l l  b e  t h o r o u g h l y  e m b a l m e d  h  

w i t h  d i s i n f e c t a n t  s o l u t i o n ;  a n d

( 2 )  a l l  o r i f i c e s  s h a l l  b e  c l o s e d  w i t h  a b s o r b e n t  

c o t * ,  ' n ;  a n d

7 - 2 1 3
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( 3 )  t h e  b o d y  s h a l l  b e  w a s h e d  w i t h  t h e  

s o l u t i o n  a n d  p l a c e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  a n  

h e r m e t i c a l l y  s e a l e d  c a s k e t :  a n d

( 4 )  t h e  c a s k e t  e n c a s e d  i n  a  s u i t a b l e  s h i p p i n g  

c o n t a i n e r  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  

H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s .

( b )  T h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  h u m a n  r e m a i n s  d e a d  

o f  a n y  c a u s e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  d i s e a s e s  

m e n t i o n e d  i n  s e c .  9 0  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  p e r m i t t e d  

o n l y  u n d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n d i t i o n s :

( 1 )  w h e n  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  

w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  w i t h i n  2 4  h o u r s  a f t e r  d e a t h ,  a n  

u n e m b a l m e d  b o d y  s h a l l  b e  t h o r o u g h l y  w a s h e d ,  

a l l  o r i f i c e s  s h a l l  b e  c l o s e d  w i t h  a b s o r b e n t  c o t t o n ,  

a n d  t h e  b o d y  d r e s s e d  i n  a  c l e a n  s h e e t  a n d  p l a c e d  

i n  a n  h e r m e t i c a l l y  s e a l e d  m e t a l  s h i p p i n g  

c o n t a i n e r ;

( 2 )  h u m a n  r e m a i n s  s h i p p e d  i n t o  o r  o u t  o f  

A l a s k a  m u s t  f i r s t  b e  e m b a l m e d :

( 3 )  w h e n  t h e  b o d y  c a n n o t  r e a c h  i t s  

d e s t i n a t i o n  w i t h i n  2 4  h o u r s  a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h ,  t h e  

b o d y  s h a l l  b e  t h o r o u g h l y  e m b a l m e d ,  a n d  p l a c e d  

i n  a  c a s k e t ;  t h e  c a s k e t  e n c a s e d  i n  a  s u i t a b l e  

s h i p p i n g  c o n t a i n e r  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ;

( 4 )  e x c e p t i o n s  t o  ( b )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  m a y  b e  

a p p r o v e d  o n l y  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  H e a l t h  

a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  w h e r e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  r e n d e r  

t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  ( b )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i m p o s s i b l e  

t o  c a r r y  o u t .

( c )  A n  o u t s i d e  s h i p p i n g  c o n t a i n e r  i s  r e q u i r e d  

i n  a l l  i n s t a n c e s  e x c e p t  w h e n  t h e  c a s k e t  i s  

t r a n s p o r t e d  i n  a  h e a r s e .  T h e  o u t s i d e  c o n t a i n e r  

s h a l l  b e  o f  w o o d ,  c a n v a s ,  r e i n f o r c e d  n y l o n ,  

c o m p o s i t i o n  b o a r d ,  o r  o t h e r  s u i t a b l e  m a t e r i a l .  

( I n  e f f e c t  b e f o r e  7 / 2 8 / 5 9 ;  a m  2 / 2 1 / 7 1 .  R e g .  3 7 )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  1 8 . 0 '  0 4 0

7  A A C  3 5 . 1 1 0 .  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  O F  

F U N E R A L  E S T A B L I S H M E N T S ,  ( a )  A  f u n e r a l  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  s h a l l

( 1 )  r e p e a l e d  ( E f f .  1 2 / 2 9 / 7 7 .  R e g .  6 4 ) ;

( 2 )  h a v e  a  s a n i t a r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  r o o m :  a n d

( 3 )  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  a p p r o v a l  a n d  i n s p e c t i o n  b y  

t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .

( b )  R e p e a l e d .  ( E f f .  1 2 / 2 9 / 7 7 ,  R e g .  6 4 )  ( E f f .  

2 / 2 1 / 7 1 ,  R e g .  3 7 ;  a m  1 2 / 2 : 7 7 7 .  R e g .  6 4 )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  1 8 . 0 5 . 0 4 0

7  A A C  3 5 . 1 2 0 .  P R E P A R A T I O N  R O O M  

R E Q U I R E M E N T S ,  ( a )  T h e  w a l l s  a n d  c e i l i n g  o f  

t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  r o o m  s h a l l  b e  c o v e r e d  w i t h  t i l e ,  

p l a s t e r .  s h e e t  r o c k ,  c o m p o s i t i o n  w a l l  b o a r d  o r  

b r i c k .  W i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t i l e ,  a l l  t h e s e  

m a t e r i a l s  s h a l l  b e  f i n i s h e d  o f f  w i t h  a n  

i m p e r v i o u s ,  r e a d i l y  w a s h a b l e  o r  c l e a n a b l e  

m a t e r i a l .

( b )  O u t s i d e  v e n t i l a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  

b y  w i n d o w s  o r  ,' r a n s o m s .  I f  o u t s i d e  v e n t i l a t i o n  

c a n n o t  b e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  b y  t h e s e  m e a n s ,  a n  

e i g h t - i n c h  p i p e  s h a l l  b e  i n s t a l l e d  t o  r u n  f r o m  t h e  

c e i l i n g  o f  t h e  r o o m  t o  t h e  r o o f  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  

o r  f r o m  t h e  s i d e  w a l l  t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  

b u i l d i n g .  T h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  a r r a n g e d  s o  

t h a t  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  a  p u b l i c  h e a i t h  h a z a r d .

( c )  T h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  r o o m  s h a l l  b e  p r i v a t e  a n d  

s h a l l  n o t  b e  l o c a t e d  n e a r  a  p u b i i c  p a s s a g e w a y .  I t  

s h a l l  c o n t a i n  o n i y  e q u i p m e n t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  

p r e p a r i n g  b o d i e s  f o r  b u r i a l  o r  s h i p m e n t ,  a n d  n o  

t o i l e t  o r  c o m m o d e .

( d )  W i n d o w s  a n d  e x t e r i o r  d o o r s  s h a l l  b e  

i n s t a l l e d  i n  s u c h  a  w a y  t h a t  t h e  r o o m  s h a l l  b e  

o b s t r u c t e d  f r o m  v i e w  f r o m  t h e  o u t s i d e  a n d  s o  

t h a t  f u m e s  a n d  o d o r s  a r e  p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  

e n t e r i n g  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .

( e )  T h e  e q u i p m e n t  f o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  r o o m s  s h a l l  

c o n s i s t  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

( 1 )  a n  o p e r a t i o n  o r  e m b a l m i n g  t a b l e ,  w h i c h  

h a s  r u s t p r o o f  m e t a l  o r  p o r c e l a i n  o r  g l a s s  t o p  a n d  

a  d r a i n a g e  o p e n i n g  a t  t h e  l o w e r  e n d :

( 2 )  a  c o v e r e d  w a s t e  c a n .  a n d  s i n k  w i t h  

- ’ i n n i n g  w a t e r  a n d  b a c k f l o w  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  

i e w a g e  c o n n e c t i o n s ;

( 3 )  a  c a b i n e t ,  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t  t „ b l e .  

i n s t r u m e n t s ,  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  s u p p l i e s  i n c l u d i n g  

d i s i n f e c t a n t s  a n d  a n t i s e p t i c s ,  a  s t e r i l i z e r  f o r  

i n s t r u m e n t s ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  p a i r s  o f  r u b b e r  g i o v e s :

( 4 )  a  f i r s t  a i d  e m e r g e n c y  k i t  f o r  p e r s o n a l  u s e .

( 0  A  w a t e r  s u p p l y  s h a l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t h a t  

c o m p l i e s  w i t h  t h e  W a t e r  S u p p l y  c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C o d e .
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T i t l e  4 5 ,  C o d e  o f  F e d e r a l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  s e c .  

2 3 3 . 9 0 ( c ) ( v ) (  1 ) ,  w h e n  t h e  1 8 - y e a r - o l d  m e e t s  a l l  

o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c r i t e r i a :

( A )  w a s  a n  e l i g i b l e  r e c i p i e n t  o f  A i d  t o  

F a m i l i e s  w i t h  D e p e n d e n t  C h i l d r e n  ( A F D C )  

a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  m o n t h  p r e c e d i n g  h i s  1 8 t h  

b i r t h d a y ;

( B )  i s  a  t . ' . ' . e  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t  

l i v i n g  a t  h o m e  v  n  a  r e l a t i v e  s p e c i f i e d  i n  4 5  

C F R  2 3 3 . 9 0 ( c ) ( v ) (  1 ) ;  a n d

( C )  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e  s p e c i f i e d  

r e l a t i v e  a r e  i n  t h e  h o m e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  

e l i g i b l e  f o r  A F D C ;  o r

( 2 )  a  p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  a p p l i e d  f o r  b u t  w h o  i s  

n o t  y e t  r e c e i v i n g  b e n e f i t s  u n d e r  t h e  A d u l t  P u b l i c  

A s s i s t a n c e ,  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s ,  o r  

S u p p l e m e n t a l  S e c u r i t y  I n c o m e  p r o g r a m s .

( b )  P e r s o n s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  c a s h  p a y m e n t s  u n d e r

( a ) ( 2 )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  m a y  r e c e i v e  t h e m  f o r  a  

p e r i o d  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  s i x  m o n t h s .

( c )  T h e r e  a r e  n o  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  t h e  u s e  o f  c a s h  

p a y m e n t s .  ( E f f .  3 / 2 3 / 7 8 ,  R e g .  6 5 )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  4 7 . 0 5 . 0 1 0  

--------------------------------------  A S  4 7 . 2 5 . 1 2 0

7  A A C  4 7 . 1 3 0 .  F U N E R A L  A N D  B U R I A L  E X ­

P E N S E S .  ( a )  G e n e r a l  r e l i e f  a s s i s t a n c e  p a y m e n t s  

w h l c f r m a y - n o t  e x c e e d  S 7 5 0  p e r  d e c e a s e d  p e r s o n  

w i l l  b e  p a i d  t o  t h e  v e n d e r  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f u ­

n e r a l  a n d  b u r i a l  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e :

( 1 )  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  e m b a l m i n g ;

( 2 )  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a  c l o t h - c o v e r e d  w o o d e n  

c a s k e t  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  h a n d l e s  a n d  a  p a d d e d  

a n d  l i n e d  i n t e r i o r ,  w h i c h  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  S o u n d  

C a s k e t  C o m p a n y  N o .  1 9 9  g r a y  d o m e t ,  P u g e t  

S o u n d  C a s k e t  C o m p a n y  N o .  0  g r a y  f l a n n e l  

s q u a r e ,  o r  C a s k e t  D i s t r i b u t o r s  I n c o r p o r a t e d  N o .  

A - 2  w e l f a r e  r e g u l a r  s e r v i c e  f l a n n e l  c o v e r ;

( 3 )  c h a p e l  s e r v i c e  w i t h  m i n i s t e r ;

( 4 )  u s e  o f  a  h e a r s e :  a n d

( 5 )  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  

n e c e s s a r y '  f o r  a  d i g n i f i e d  b u r i a l ;

( b )  G e n e r a l  r e l i e f  a s s i s t a n c e  w i l l  b e  p a i d  t o  a  

v e n d o r  o f  f u n e r a l  a n d  . b u r i a l  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  

e x c e e d  t h e  m o n e t a r y  l i m i t a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  i n  ( a )  

o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

( 1 )  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  l e a s t  e x p e n s i v e  m u n i c i p a l  

o r  p r i v a t e  c e m e t e r y  p l o t  t h a t  i s  r e a s o n a b l y  a v a i l ­

a b l e  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  w h i c h e v e r  i s  l e s s ,  o r  t h e  c o s t  

o f  c r e m a t i o n  ; f  c r e m a t i o n  i s  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  

n e x t - o f - k i n ;

( 2 )  t h e  r e a s o n a b l e  c o s t  o f  o p e n i n g  a n d  

c l o s i n g  t h e  g r a v e ;

( 3 )  t h e  c o s t  o f  h e r m e t i c  s e a l e r s ,  a n  o v e r s i z e d  

c a s k e t ,  c l o t h i n g  a n d  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  l e n g t h y  

s t o r a g e  o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d  i f  t h e  s e r v i c e  i s  n e c e s ­

s a r y  a n d  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  i s  g i v e n  b y  a  r e g i o n a l  

m a n a g e r  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  s e r v i c e  i s  

r e n d e r e d ;

( 4 )  t h e  c o s t  o f  t r a n s p o r t i n g  t h e  d e c e a s e d  

f r o m  t h e  p l a c e  o f  d e a t h  t o  t h e  p l a c e  o f  b u r i a l  i f  

t h e  d e c e a s e d  w a s  t r a n s p o r t e d  f r o m  t h e  l a s t  p l a c e  

o f  r e s i d e n c e  t o  t h e  p l a c e  o f  d e a t h  a t  p u b l i c  

e x p e n s e  a n d  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  i s  g i v e n  b y  a  r e g i o n a l  

m a n a g e r  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  b e f o r e  t r a n s p o r t i n g  t h e  

d e c e a s e d  p e r s o n .

( c )  O n e  a s s i s t a n c e  p a y m e n t  w i l l  b e  m a d e  f o r  

s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  ( a )  a n d  b j  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  T h i s  

p a y m e n t  w i l l  b e  m a d e  t o  t h e  v e n d o r  t h a t  

p r e p a r e s  t h e  d e c e a s e d  p e r s o n  f o r  b u r i a l .  T h e  

v e n d o r  w h o  r e c e i v e s  p a y m e n t  f r o m  t h e  d i v i s i o n  

s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e f u n d  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a n y  

a m o u n t s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  a  p r i o r  r e s o u r c e  s p e c i f i e d  

i n  s e c .  1 6 0 ( b )  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  ( E f f .  3 / 2 3 / 7 8 .  

R e g .  6 5 ;  a m  1 1  / 8 / S 0 ,  R e g .  7 6 )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  4 7 . 0 5 . 0 1 0  

A S  4 7 . 2 5 . 1 2 0  

A S  4 7 . 2 5 . 3 0 0

7  A A C  4 7 . 1 4 0 .  E L I G I B I L I T Y .  E l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  

G e n e r a !  R e l i e f  a n d  G e n e r a l  R e l i e f  M e d i c a l  

a s s i s t a n c e  i s  b a s e d  u p o n  x

( 1 )  f i n a n c i a l  n e e d :

( 2 )  i m m e d i a t e  a n d  s p e c i f i c  n e e d  f o r  

s u b s i s t e n c e  i t e m s  s u c h  a s  r e n t ,  f o o d ,  f u e l ,  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  b u r i a l ,  o r  m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s  a n d  

s e r v i c e s ;
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7  A A C  4 7 . 1 6 0

. ( 3 )  l a c k  o f  p r i o r  r e s o u r c e s  l i s t e d  i n  s e c .  

1 6 0 ( b )  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  o f  a n y  k i n d  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  

m e e t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  n e e d :

( 4 )  a g e  a t  w h i c h  a p p l i c a n t  m a y  b e  e l i g i b l e ,  a s  

s e t  o u t  i n  s e c .  1 7 0  o f  u . i s  c h a p t e r :  a n d

( 5 )  r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a t  t h e  

t i m e  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n ;  p r o o f  o f  r e s i d e n c e  m a y  b e  

r e q u i r e d ;

( 6 )  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  . A l a s k a  D e ­

p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  a n d  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  a n y  b o n a  

f i d e  o f f e r  o f  e m p l o y m e n t .  T h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  

a p p l i e s  t o  a l l  p e r s o n s  1 8  t h r o u g h  5 9  y e a r s  o f  a g e  

e x c e p t  a  p e r s o n

( A )  w h o  h a s  b e e n  d e t e i m i n e o  a  p h y s i ­

c i a n  t o  b e  m e n t a l l y  o r  p h y s i c a l l y  i n c a p a c i ­

t a t e d  a n d  t h a t  i n c a p a c i t y  p r e v e n t s  t h e  p e r s o n  

f r o m  e n g a g i n g  i n  g a i n f u l  e m p l o y m e n t ;

( B )  w h o  i s  a t t e n d i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l  f u l l ­

t i m e ;  o r

( C )  w h o  i s  n e e d e d  i n  t h e  h o m e  t o  c a r e  f o r  

a  r e l a t i v e  w h o  h a s  b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  a  p h y ­

s i c i a n  t o  b e  m e n t a l l y  o r  p h y s i c a l l y  i n c a p a c i ­

t a t e d .  ( E f f .  3 / 2 3 / 7 8 ,  R e g .  6 5 ;  a m  5 / 2 / 7 9 ,  

R e g .  7 0 ;  a m  5 / 2 4 / 8 0 ,  R e g .  7 4 )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  4 7 , 0 5 . 0 1 0  

A S  4 7 . 2 5 . 1 2 0

7  A A C  4 7 . 1 5 0 .  D E T E R M I N A T I O N  O F  

F I N A N C I A L  E L I G I B I L I T Y ,  ( a )  F i n a n c i a l  

e l i g i b i l i t y  e x i s t s  o n l y  i f  t h e  n e e d  s t a n d a r d  

e x c e e d s  m o n t h l y  n e t  i n c o m e ,  a s  d e t e r m i n e d  

u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

( b )  N e e d  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  u s e  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e s :

( P  A d u l t - o n l y  h o u s e h o l d s

lumber o f Need S tandard Need Standard
Adults (R ent  U nder  S35/m o.) (R ent  S3S nr more/mo.)

1 S 2 3 5 t ) 0

3 3 5 4 0 0

3 4 3 5 5 0 0

4 5 3 5 6 0 0

5 6 3 5 7 0 0

( 2 )  H o u s e h o l d s  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  a n d  a d u l t s

N u m b e r  o f  

P a r e n t  p l u s  

P a r e n t  p l u s  

P a r e n t  p l u s  

P a r e n t  p l u s  

P a r e n t  p l u s  

P a r e n t  p l u s  

P a r e n t  p l u s

P e r s o n s

1 c h i l d

2  c h i l d r e n

3  c h i l d r e n

4  c h i l d r e n

5  c h i l d r e n

6  c h i l d r e n

7  c h i l d r e n

M a x i m u m  

N e e d  S t a n d a r d  

S 3  0 0  

3 5 0  

4 0 0  

4 5 0  

5 0 0  

5 5 0  

6 0 0

S I 0 0  m u s t  b e  a d d e d  f o r  e a c h  a d d i t i o n a l  a d u l t .

S I 0 0  m u s t  b e  a d d e d  f o r  e a c h  a d d i t i o n a l  a d u l t ,  

a n d  S 5 0  f o r  e a c h  a d d i t i o n a l  c h i l d .

( c )  M o n t h l y  n e t  i n c o m e  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y

( 1 )  c o u n t i n g  a i l  i n c o m e  e a r n e d  o r  u n e a r n e d ,  

f r o m  a n y  s o u r c e ,  e x c e p t  p a y m e n t s  m a d e  u n d e r  

t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t ,  

r e c e i v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  c a l e n d a r  m o n t h  i n  w h i c h  

a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  m a d e ,  a n d  a l l  i n c o m e  r e a s o n a b l y  

e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  r e c e i v e d  i n  t i m e  t o  m e e t  t h e  

s p e c i f i c  n e e d s  ( i n c o m e  r e c e i v e d  w e e k l y  i s  

m u l t i p l i e d  b y  4 . 3 ,  t h a t  r e c e i v e d  e v e r y  t w o  w e e k s  

b y  2 . 1 5 ,  t h a t  r e c e i v e d  t w i c e  m o n t h l y  b y  2 ,  a n d  

t h a t  r e c e i v e d  m o n t h l y  b y  1 ) :

( 2 )  s u b t r a c t i n g  a l l  m a n d a t o r y  p a y r o l l  

d e d u c t i o n s  ( f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  i n c o m e  t a x .  F I C A ,  

u n e m p l o y m e n t  i n s u r a n c e ,  u n i o n  d u e s ,  i n s u r a n c e  

p r e m i u m s ,  a n d  r e t i r e m e n t ) :  a n d

( 3 )  n o t  c o u n t i n g  i n c o m e  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  

m o n t h  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  c a l e n d a r  m o n t h  i n  w h i c h  

a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  m a d e ,  b u t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h i s  a  

r e s o u r c e  u n d e r  s e c .  1 6 0  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

( d )  P e r s o n s  w h o  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d ,  

a n d  w h o  w i l l  t h e r e f o r  h a v e  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  n e e d s ,  

i n c o m e ,  r a d  r e s o u r c e s  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  

f i n a n c i a l  e l i g i b i l i t y ,  i n c l u d e  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ,  a l l  

p e r s o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  b y  b l o o d ,  

m a r r i a g e ,  o r  a d o p t i o n  w h o  r e s i d e  w i t h  h i m ,  a n d  

a l l  u n r e l a t e d  p e r s o n s  w h o s e  n e e d s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  

i n  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  w h o  w o u l d  

b e n e f i t  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  a s s i s t a n c e ,  o r  

w h o  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  d i r e c t l y  e v e n  i f  t h e i r  n e e d s  

a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d .  ( E f f .  3 / 2 3 / 7 8 .  R e g .  6 5 )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  4 7 . 0 5 . 0 1 0  

A S  4 7 . 2 5 . 1 3 0

7  A A C  4 7 . 1 6 0 .  R E S O U R C E S ,  ( a )  G e n e r a l  

R e l i e f  o r  G e n e r a l  R e l i e f - M e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  m a y
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n o t  be  g r a n te d  i f  th e  a p p l i c a n t ,  d e s p i t e  an  ex c ess  
o f  n e e d  o v e r  in c o m e ,  has  o t h e r  r e so u rce s  
ava ilab le  a n d  a d e q u a t e  to  m e e t  th e  sp e c if ic  n e e d .  
R e so u rc e s  t h a t  w ill a f f e c t  e l ig ib i l i ty  a re  c lassified  
as p r io r  o r  p e r s o n a l .

(b )  P r io r  r e s o u r c e s  i n c lu d e  b u t  are  n o t  l im ited  
to

( 1 )  c o v e ra g e  b y  Socia l  S e c u r i t y ,  w o r k m a n ’s 
c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  o r  b y  m e d ic a l  a n d  h o s p i t a l  
in s u r a n c e :

( 2 )  e l ig ib i l i ty  f o r  a s s is ta n ce  from , c a te g o r ic a l  
p r o g ra m s  s u c h  as  A d u l t  P u b l ic  A ss is tan c e  an d  
A id  to  Fa •iiies w i th  D e p e n d e n t  C h i ld re n ;

( 3 )  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  to  rece ive  a s s is ta n ce  f ro m  
the  V e t e r a n ’s A d m in i s t r a t i o n .  Civilian H ea l th  
an d  M edica l  P ro g r a m  o f  the  U n i f o r m e d  Serv ices  
( C H A M P U S ) ,  A lask a  F i s h e r m a n 's  F u n d .  U.S. 
S e a m a n 's  A c t  p r o g r a m .  C r ip p le d  C h i ld r e n ’s 
Serv ice .  O f f ic e  o f  V o c a t io n a l  R e h a b i l i t a t io n ,  
M e d ica id ,  M e d ic a re ,  o r  free  c l in ic s :

( 4 )  p o t e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  o r  a s s is ta n c e  f ro m  the  
U n i te d  S ta te s  P u b l ic  H e a l th  S erv ice  a n d  B u re a u  
o f  In d ia n  A ffa i r s  h e a l th  ca re  a n d  g en e ra l  re l ie f  
p r o g ra m s :  a n d

( 5 )  a v a i la b i l i ty  o f  cash ,  m e d ic a l ,  a n d  
su b s i s te n c e  i t e m s  a n d  a s s is ta n c e  f ro m  th e  
S a lv a t io n  A r m y .  R e d  C ross ,  L io n ’s I n t e r n a t io n a l ,  
a n d  o t h e r  c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n iz a t io n s .

(c )  P e rso n a l  r e s o u r c e s  are

(1 )  l iq u id  asse ts  su c h  as c a sh ,  savings,  s to c k s ,  
o r  b o n d s  to ta l in g  m o r e  th a n  S 5 0 0 ;

( 2 )  m o r e  th a n  o n e  e a c h  o f  th e se :  a u t o m o b i l e ,  
s n o w m o b i l e ,  b o a t ,  o r  a c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  all th re e ,  
u n le s s  t h e y  are  u sed  to  p r o d u c e  in c o m e :  a 
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  a n y  tw o  is n o t  c o n s id e r e d  a 
r e so u rc e  fo r  the  p u r p o s e  o f  th is  s e c t i o n :

(3 )  real p r o p e r t y ,  e x c e p t  fo r  the  a p p l i c a n t ’s 
h o m e  a n d  th e  la n d  u p o n  w h ic h  it s ta n d s  a n d  
la n d  c o n t i g u o u s  t o  it.  un le ss  th e  p r o p e r t y  is to r  
sa le  a t  o r  b e lo w  fa ir  m a r k e t  v a lue ,  is p r o d u c in g  
r e a s o n a b le  in c o m e ,  o r  is e s se n t ia l  to  the  
e m p l o y m e n t  o f  th e  a p p l i c a n t :

( 4 )  c r e d i t  s u f f i c i e n t  to  d i r e c t ly  o r  in d i r e c t ly  
m e e t  t h e  s p e c i f ie d  n e e d .  ( E f f .  3 / 2 3 / 7 S .  Reg. 6 5 )  

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  4 7 . 0 5 . 0 1 0  
 A S  4 7 . 2 5 . 1 3 0

f / 1  A A C  4 7 . / 7 0 .  A G E  A T  W H IC H  A P P L IC A N T  
( m a y  B E  E L I G I B L E ,  (a )  A o n l i c a n t s  18 v e a r s  o f  
n>p— m- i y he  f o u n d  e l ig ib le  fbFTJenCTal 
R e l ie f  a n d  G e n e ra l  R e l i e f lT e u f c a l  a s s is ta n c e .

( b )  A n  a p p l i c a n t  u n d e r  IS  y e a rs  o f  age m a y  be 
f o u n d  e . ig ib le  i f  h e  m e e t s  a t  le a s t  o n e  o f  the  
f o l lo w in g  r e q u i r e m e n t s :

( 1 )  is liv ing a p a r t  f ro m  p a r e n t s  o r  g u a r d ia n  
a n d  m a n a g in g  his o w n  f in a n c ia l  a f fa ir s ,  
reg a rd le ss  o f  th e  s o u r c e  o f  his  i n c o m e :

( 2 )  is 16 y e a r s  o f  age o r  o ld e r  a n d  m a r r ie d ,  
living w i th  his  s p o u s e  a t  th e  t im e  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n ;

( 3 )  is in n e e d  o f  as s is ta n ce  to  p ay  m e d ic a l  
e x p e n s e s  fo r  th e  d ia g n o s is ,  p r e v e n t io n ,  o r  
t r e a t m e n t  o f  p r e g n a n c y  o r  fo r  d ia g n o s is ,  a n d  
t r e a t m e n t  o f  v e n e re a l  d ise ase :  o r

( 4 )  is a fe m a le  s e e k in g  a b o r t i o n ,  o r  t r e a t m e n t  
fo l lo w in g  an  a b o r t i o n .  (E f f .  3 / 2 3 / 7 8 ,  Reg, 6 5 )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  0 9 . 6 5 . 1 0 0  
A S  4 7 . 0 5 . 0 1 0  
A S  4 7 . 2 5 . 1 2 0

7 A A C  4 7 . ISO. P R O V I S I O N  O F  M E D IC A L  
B E N E F I T S .  T h e  d iv is io n  sha ll  p ro v id e  a w r i t t e n  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  e l ig ib i l i ty  fo r  G e n e ra l  R e l ie f  
M edica l  b e n e f i t s  u p o n  a fo rm  o r  c a r d  s p e c if ie d  
b y  it. T h i s  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s ign if ies  t h a t  the  p e r s o n  
o r  p e r s o n s  n a m e d  011 it h ave  b e e n  f o u n d  e lig ib le  
fo r  m e d ic a l  a s s is ta n c e  fo r  th e  p e r io d  o f  t im e  
s ta te d .  T h i s  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  n e i t h e r  g u a r a n te e s  to  
th e  r e c ip i e n t  t h a t  c e r t a in  m e d ic a l  se rv ices  an d  
s u p p l i e s  will be  f u rn i s h e d  n o r  g u a r a n t e e s  t o  the  
p r o v id e r  t h a t  h e  will receive  u n r e s t r i c t e d  p a y ­
m e n t  fo r  a n y  a n d  all se rv ices  a n d  su p p l ie s  he 
p ro v id e s .  (E f f .  3 / 2 3 / 7 8 .  Reg. 6 5 ;  am  4 / 1 5 / 8 2 .  
Reg. 8 2 :  a m  5 / 2 5 / 8 2 .  Reg. 8 4 )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  4 7 . 0 5 . 0  10 
A S  4 7 . 2 5 . 1 7 0

Editor 's  .Vote: Emergency am en d m en ts  o f  7 AAC 43.005(e) ,
7 AAC 47 .0 3 0 .  7 AAC 47 .050 .  7 AAC 47 .060. 7 AAC 47.07o!
7 AAC 47.1 10. 7 AAC 47 .180 . 7 AAC 47 .200 . 7 AAC 47.2  lo!
7 AAC 47 2 2 0  and 7 AAC 47 .900 ,  tiled o n  4 /1 5 /8 2  (effective 
5 /1 7 /8 2 ) ,  were repealed on  5 /2 5 /S 2  and are  therefore  n o t  b e ­
ing p r in ted .  The tex t  o f  these provisions appears  as it d id  before 
the emergency am endm en ts .

7-2 2 4 .4 a
( c o r re c te d )



O f f e r e d :  4 / 4 / 8 4
R e f e r r e d :  Rules

1  I N  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

2  C S  F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  3 8 2  ( F i n a n c e )  ( t i t l e  a m )

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4  T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6  F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  c o s t s  o f  p o s t

7 m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  a u t o p s i e s ,  e m b a l m i n g ,  a n d  r e -

8  l a t e d  s e r v i c e s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

9  B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

1 0  *  S e c t i o n  1 .  A S  1 2 . 6 5  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

1 1  S e c .  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 2 5 .  P O S T  M O R T E M  E X A M I N A T I O N S .  ( a )  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r

1 2  o f  h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  w h i c h

1 3  p o s t  m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a n d  a u t o p s i e s  o r d e r e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  m a y

1 4  b e  p e r f o r m e d .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  s h a l l  p a y

1 5  t h e  c o s t s  o f  ( 1 )  p o s t  m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a n d  a u t o p s i e s  o r d e r e d  u n d e r

1 6  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  ( 2 )  r e l a t e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  a n d  ( 3 )  e m b a l m i n g  r e q u i r e d

1 7  b y  l a w .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  c l o t h i n g  a n d  a  c a s k e t  f o r  t i n .

1 8  d e c e a s e d  i f  t h e  p e r s o n  l e g a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  b u r i a l ,  o t h e r  t h a n

1 9  t h e  s t a t e ,  i s  u n a b l e  t o  p a y  f o r  c l o t h i n g  a n d  a  c a s k e t  a n d  t h e  r e -

2 0  s p o n s i b l e  p e r s o n  d o e s  n o t  o b j e c t .

2 1  ( b )  A  p e r s o n  i s  " u n a b l e  t o  p a y "  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i f  t h e  p e r s o n

2 2  ( 1 )  i s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 2 5 . 1 2 0  -

2 3  4 7 . 2 5 . 3 0 0 ;  o r

2 4  ( 2 )  i s  o t h e r w i s e  u n a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  c l o t h i n g  a n d  a  c a s k e t

2 5  f o r  t h e  d e c e a s e d .

2 6  *  S e c .  2 .  T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  0 1 . -

2 7  1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .

Or iginal sponsors: F er gus on  and Sackett

CSSB 3 8 2 ( F i n ) (tit l e  am)



O f f e r e d :  4 / 4 / 8 4
R e f e r r e d :  R u l e s

1 I N  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

2 C S  F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  3 8 2  ( F i n a n c e )

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4  T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5  A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p o s t  m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n s ;  a n d

7 p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

8  B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

9 *  S e c t i o n  1 .  A S  1 2 . 6 5  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

1 0  S e c .  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 2 5 .  P O S T  M O R T E M  E X A M I N A T I O N S .  ( a )  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r

1 1  o f  h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  w h i c h

1 2  p o s t  m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a n d  a u t o p s i e s  o r d e r e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  m a y

1 3  b e  p e r f o r m e d .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  s h a l l  p a y

1 4  t h e  c o s t s  o f  ( 1 )  p o s t  m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a n d  a u t o p s i e s  o r d e r e d  u n d e r

1 5  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  ( 2 )  r - e l a t e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  a n d  ( 2  e m b a l m i n g  r e q u i r e d

1 6  b y  l a w .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  c l o t h i n g  a n d  a  c a s k e t  f o r  t h e

17  d e c e a s e d  i f  t h e  p e r s o n  l e g a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  b u r i a l ,  o t h e r  t h a n

1 8  t h e  s t a f i ,  i s  u n a b l e  t o  p a y  f o r  c l o t h i n g  a n d  a  c a s k e t  a n d  t h e  r e -

1 9  s p o n s i b l e  p e r s o n  d o e s  n o t  o b j e c t .

2 0  ( b )  A  p e r s o n  i s  " u n a b l e  t o  p a y "  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i f  t h e  p e r s o n

2 1  ( 1 )  i s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 2 5 . 1 2 0  -

2 2  4 7 . 2 5 . 3 0 0 ;  o r

2 3  ( 2 )  i s  o t h e r w i s e  u n a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  c l o t h i n g  a n d  a  c a s k e t

2 4  f o r  t h e  d e c e a s e d .

2 5  *  S e c .  2 .  T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  0 1 . -

2 6  1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .

Origina l sponsors: F er g u s o n  and Sackett

-1- C S S B  3 8 2 (Fin)



I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 2 7 / 8 4
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

1 I N  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  F E R G U S O N  A N D  S A C K E T T

2  S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  3 8 2

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4  T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5  A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  c o s t s  o f  p o s t

7 m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o v . s ,  a u t o p s i e s ,  e m b a l m i n g ,  a n d  r e -

8 l a t e d  s e r v i c e s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

9 B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

1 0  *  S e c t i o n  1 .  A S  1 2 . 6 5  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

1 1  S e c .  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 2 5 .  P O S T  M O R T E M  E X A M I N A T I O N S .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f

12 h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  w h i c h

1 3  p o s t  m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  a u t o p s i e s ,  e m b a l m i n g ,  a n d  r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s

1 4  o r d e r e d  u n d e r  c h i s  c h a p t e r  m a y  b e  p e r f o r m e d .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h

1 5  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  s h a l l  p a y  t h e  c o s t s  o f  p o s t  m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n s

1 6  a n d  a u t o p s i e s  o r d e r e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a n d  t h e  c o s t s  o f  r e l a t e d

17 s e r v i c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  s t o r a g e  o f  b o d i e s  a n d  e m b a l m -

1 8  i n g .

1 9  *  S e c .  2 .  T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  0 1 . -

2 0  1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .

-1 - SB 382
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  1 9 8 4  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date:

REQUEST

Bill/Resolution No.: rs£B-3ft? 

Title: payment of costs for.

pnst. mnrt.pm pyaminatlQiis.

FISCAL DETAIL

Agency Affected: d h &SS

Sponsor: Fe r gu son & S a c k e t t
Requestor: senate F i nance

Program Category Affected: state Health

S e r vices - P u b l i c  H ealth_____________
BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected:

Public H e a l t h  Admin. Services  _____
Date of Request: April 2, 1984

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING

FY 84 FY 85 FY 8b FY 87 FY 88 FY 89

100 PERSONAL SERVICES 

200 TRAVEL 

500 CONTRACTUAL 

400 SUPPLIES 

500 EQUIPMENT 

600 LAND 4 STRUCTURES 

700 GRANTS, CLAIMS 

800 MISCELLANEOUS

35.9
4. n

686. 8

2.0
5.0

TOTAL OPERATING 733.7

| CAPITAL i i
' ......... .E REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Pol ars)

GENERAL FUND 

FEDERAL FUNDS 

OTHER 

TOTAL

733.7

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

1

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL'

A l a s k a  Court  S y s t e m  
D H S S / P u b l i c  Assist. Gen. Relief 
A d d i t i o n a l  F u n d i n g  R e q u i r e d

539.1 (FY 85 Request)
64.5 . (FY 85 Request)

130.1 (SB-382)

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page for analysis

Prepared By: Senate Fip-an&e C o m m i t t e e  
Division:

Approved by Commissioner: 

Agency:

Phone:

/Date:

465-3753
4-2-84

Date:

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note): 

Legislative Finance 

Legislative Sponsor 

Requestor

Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies) 12/1/83



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  1 9 8 4  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date:__________________ ]

REQUEST FISCAL DETAIL
Bil1/Resolution No.: SB 3 8 2 ___ Agency Affected: ALASKA court system
Title: PAYMENT OF the costs of Program Category Affected: ___
______POST MORTEM EXAMINATIONS ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE _________
Sponsor; SENATOR FERGUSON_______ BRU, Program or Subprogram!s) Affected:
Requestor:__________ ___________  TRIAL COURTS______________________
Date of Request: 1/31/84 ~  ____________________________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89

OPERATING
100 PERSONAL SERVICES

200 TRAVEL

300 CONTRACTUAL (539.1)
A00 SUPPLIES

500 EQUIPMENT

600 LAND L STRUCTURES

700 GRANTS, CLAIMS

800 MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING (539.1)

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 

FEDERAL FUNDS 

OTHER 

TOTAL

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

-0-

-0-

-0-

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL:

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page for analyst!

Prepared 8y:_ 

Division:

Approved by Commissioner:

Agency: a l a s k a coukT /Sy s t e m

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note) 

Legislative Finance 

Legislative Sponsor 

Requestor

Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)

ROBERT G. FISHER 
ALASKA COURT SYSTJfr

12/1/83



SENATE BILL NO. 382

A N A L Y S I S :

This bill would transfer the responsibility for the payment of the cost of 
post mortem examinations, autopsies, and related services, including trans­
portation and facilities usage, to the Department of Health and Social Ser­
vices upon the passag of this legislation. The FY 84 operating budget for 
the Court System contains funding for the payment of these costs. Upon the 
passage of this bill the Court System would transfer the unobligated balance 
of FY 84 funds to Health and Social Services. The FY 85 budget for the Court 
System contains $539,100 of funds for these costs. The entire amount of 
funding would be transferred to the other agency.
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H e i n3/30/aA.1

I N  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

C S  F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 3 3 2  ( F i n a n c e )

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to p o s t  n o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n s ;  a n d

p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 2 . 6 5  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to r e a d :

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 2 5 .  P O S T  M O R T E M  E X A M I N A T I O N S .  (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

o f  h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  w h i c h  

p o s t  m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a n d  a u t o p s i e s  o r d e r e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  m a y  

b e  p e r f o r m e d .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  s h a l l  p a y  

t h e  c o s t s  o f  (1 ) p o s t  m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a n d  a u t o p s i e s  o r d e r e d  u n d e r  

t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  (2) r e l a t e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  a n d  (3) e m b a l m i n g  r e q u i r e d  

b y  law. T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  c l o t h i n g  a n d  a c a s k e t  f o r  t h e  

d e c e a s e d  if t h e  p e r s o n  l e g a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  b u r i a l ,  o t h e r  t h a n  

t h e  s t a t e ,  is u n a b l e  to p a y  f o r  c l o t h i n g  a n d  a c a s k e t  a n d  t h e  r e ­

s p o n s i b l e  p e r s o n  d o e s  n o t  o b j e c t .

(b) A  p e r s o n  is " u n a b l e  to p a y "  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  if t h e  p e r s o n

(1) is e l i g i b l e  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 2 5 . 1 2 0  - 

4 7 . 2 5 . 3 0 0 ;  o r

(2) is o t h e r w i s e  u n a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  c l o t h i n g  a n d  a c a s k e t  

f o r  t h e  d e c e a s e d .

*  Se c .  2. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  0 1 . -

Original sponsors: Ferguson and Sackett

10.070(c).

- 1 - CSSB 3 8 2 (Fin)



ALASKA STATE SENATE
J O E  P. J O S E P H S O N WHILE IN JUNEAU 

POUCH V 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 9981 1 

(907) 465 -1907 
(907) 465 4525

OISTRICT G • ANCHORAGE 
1 526 F STREET 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501 
(907) 277 4419

COMMITTEES 
HEALTH. EDUCATION a SOCIAL SERVICES (CHAIR) 

JUDICIARY (VICE CHAIR)
FINANCE 

MAJORITY CAUCUS (CHAIR) MEMORANDUM

TO: Senate Finance Comnittee /
FROM: Senator Josephson / ; f'1"
DATE: April 2, 1984 :/ ' ■

RE: SB 382 - A n  Act relating to the payment of costs of post mortem
examinations, autopsies, embalming and related services; efd.

Background

This bill corrects a problem encountered b y  primarily rural residents of
the state when autopsies are ordered by a judge, magistrate, or coroner. In
the Bush, when an autopsy is ordered, the body is flown to Fairbanks or
Anchorage, autopsied, embalmed, placed in a casket, and flown back to the 
village. The body must b e  embalmed and placed in a casket to comply with 
public health regulations of DH&SS FAAC 35.700. Funeral homes do the
embalming and sell the caskets.

Currently, the court system pays the transportation costs to get the body 
to Fairbanks or Anchorage and back to the place of death or home village, as 
well as the cost of an autopsy. The court system does not pay for embalming or 

a casket. The family has to pay for the use of funeral home facilities, for
embalming, for a casket, and sometimes for a hearse to transport the body to
and from the airport. In addition, the family must pay the funeral home to 
purchase clothes to dress the body, unless the family has foreseen this need.

Senators Sackett and Ferguson, sponsors of the bill, have prepared a 
Finance Corrmitteo. substitute which provides that the Department of Health and 
Social Services should pay the costs of post-mortem examinations and autopsies 
order, related transportation and embalming required by law. The Department 
shall also provide clothing and a casket for the deceased if the person 
legally responsible for the burial, other than the state, is unable to pay for 
these.

The bill also defines "a person unable to pay" as required of any person 
applying for General Relief Assistance.

FISCAL INFORMATION

Fiscal Note from Alaska Court System - upon passage of SB 382, the 
Court system would transfer the imobligated balance of FY 84 
funds to DH&SS. The FY 85 budget ($539,100) would be trans­
ferred to DH&SS.



Memo to Senate Finance Corrmittee 
April 2, 1984 
Page Two

Fiscal Note and Position Paper from Department of Health and Social 
Services - F Y  85 618.0, FY 86 650.0, FY 87 682.5.

Fiscal Note prepared b y  Finance Carmittee - -with the assistance of 
the court system, we have prepared a more accurate estimate of 
the anticipated costs based on historical figures.

J O E  P. J O S E P H S O N  - A L A S K A  S T A T E  S E N A T E



KARLA L. FORSYTHE 
General Counsel

^lasiui (Court jlustem
of jAlnska 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR 3 0 3  K Street  
A nchorage ,  AK 99501

M a r c h  2 2 ,  1 9 8 4

Ms .  L o u  A n n  C u t l e r  

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A i d e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  L o u  A n n :

Y o u  a s k e d  m e to p r o v i d e  t h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m ' s  e>4i-irffl-e4̂ e o f t h e  

c o s t s  of i m p l e m e n t i n g  H B  6 9 0  if  it is r e d r a f t e c K  a l o n g  tl l i n e s  

o f  t h e  3 / 1 5 / 8 4  d r a f t  of a p r o p o s e d  s u b s t i t u t e  f '"B 3 8 2 .

T h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  e s c i m a t e s  t h a t  a t o t a l  o f  $ 1 3 0 , 1 2 5  in n e w  

f u n d i n g  w i l l  be r e q u i r e d ,  in a d d i t i o n  to f u n d s  c u r r e n t l y  b u d g e t e d  

to t h e  c o u r t  for a u t o p s y  c o s t s  a n d  to t h e  g e n e r a l  r e l i e f  p r o g r a m  

f o r  b u r i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  p a y m e n t s .  T h i s  a m o u n t  c o v e r s  n e w  c o s t s  

w h i c h  t h e  s t a t e  w o u l d  a b s o r b :  e m b a l m i n g  w h e n  l e g a l l y  r e q u i r e d ,

c l o t h i n g  arid c a s k e t s  if t h e  p e r s o n  l e g a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  b u r i a l  

is u n a b l e  to p a y ,  a n d  t h e  n e w  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  

b y  D H S S .

T h e  o r i g i n a l  c o s t  p r o j e c t i o n  w a s  b a s e d  u p o n  HB 6 9 0 ,  w h i c h  

d o e s  n o t  d e f i n e  " r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s , "  a n d  d o e s  n o t  c l a r i f y  t h e  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  b e a r  t h e  c o s t .  I h a v e  

a t t a c h e d  a r e v i s e d  c o s t  p r o j e c t i o n  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  f i s c a l  e f f e c t  

o f  c h a n g e s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  in p r o p o s e d  C S S B  3 8 2 .

F o r  F Y 83, c o u r t  r e c o r d s  r e f l e c t  1 3 5  a u t o p s i e s  o f  r u r a l  

o r i g i n ,  a n d  6 0 0  n o n - r u r a l .  A p p l y i n g  a p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e  f a c t o r  

o f  1 3 %  o v e r  tw o  y e a r s ,  t h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  i n  FY  85, 

1 5 0  b o d i e s  w i l l  c o m e  f r o m  r u r a l  A l a s k a ,  a n d  7 0 0  f r o m  n o n r u r a l  

a r e a s .

S i n c e  7 A A C  3 5 . 1 0 0 ( b ) ( 3 )  r e q u i r e s  e m b a l m i n g  f o r  b o d i e s  in 

t r a n s i t  m o r e  t h a n  24 h o u r s ,  e m b a l m i n g  c h a r g e s  s h o u l d  b e  p a i d  o n l y  

i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  b o d i e s  o f r u r a l  o r i g i n .  U s i n g  t h e  c o u r t  

s y s t e m ' s  f i g u r e  of 1 5 0  r u r a l  b o d i e s ,  a n d  a d d i n g  t e n  c a s e s  in 

w h i c h  an a u t o p s y  m a y  be  r e q u i r e d  b e c a u s e  c o m m u n i c a b l e  d i s e a s e  is



s u s p e c t e d ,  t h e  e m b a l m i n g  c o s t  u n d e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l a n g u a g e  w o u l d  

t o t a l  $ 3 6 , 0 0 0  ( 1 6 0  x $ 2 3 0 ) .

U n d e r  t h e  r e v i s e d  w o r d i n g ,  t h e  c o s t  of  c l o t h i n g  a n d  a c a s k e t  

is b o r n e  b y t h e  s t a t e  o n l y  if a p e r s o n  is e l i g i b l e  for a s s i s t a n c e  

o r  o t h e r w i s e  u n a b l e  to pa y . T h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  e s t i m a t e s  p a y m e n t  

b y t h e  s t a t e  w o u l d  be r e q u i r e d  i n 1 7 5  c a s e s .

T h e  c o s t  of a c a s k e t  is f i g u r e d  at $ 5 0 0 ,  t h e n  m u l t i p l i e d  by 

1 7 5  e l i g i b l e  c a s e s ,  for a t o t a l  e x p e d i t u r e  of $ 0 7 , 5 0 0 .

B o d y  c o s m e t o l o g y  is not m e n t i o n e d  in t h e  p r o p o s e d  s u b s t i t u t e  

a n d  t h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a u t h o r i z e d  to p a y  t h i s  

c o s t .  D H S S  i n c l u d e d  t h e  c o s t  of c o s m e t o l o g y  as a p o s s i b l e  

r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  if  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w i s h e s  to i n c l u d e  b o d y  

c o s m e t o l o g y  w i t h i n  t h e  b i l l ,  t h e  c o s t  w o u l d  be c a l c u l a t e d  at 

$ 1 5 , 7 5 0  ( $ 9 0  x 1 7 5 ) .

T h e  r e v i s e d  l a n g u a g e  d o e s  n o t  e f f e c t  p o s t  m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n  

a n d  a u t o p s y  c o s t s .  T h e  o p e r a t i n g  r o o m  o r  f a c i l i t y  u s a g e  fe e  c a n  

b e  e s t i m a t e d  at $6 0.  C u r r e n t l y  t h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  p a y s  $ 5 0 ,  w h i c h  

a p p e a r s  r e a s o n  a b l e  s i n c e  m o r t u a r i e s  f r e q u e n t l y  d e r i v e  t h e  

e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t  o f h a v i n g  in t h e i r  p o s s e s s i o n  a b o d y  f o r  w h i c h  

t h e y  c a n  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  f a m i l i e s  for a d d i t i o n a l  m o r t u a r y  s e r v i c e s .

C o u r t  s y s t e m  b i l l i n g s  r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  c h a r g e d  

for l a b  w o r k  a n d  p a t h o l o g i s t s  f e e s  a v e r a g e s  $ 5 0 0 .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  

c o u r t  s y s t e m  h a s  no t  p a i d  t h e  f u l l  r a t e  d e s i r e d  by  m o r t u a r i e s  f or 

f a c i l i t y  u s e a g e ,  c o s t s  b i l l e d  for l a b  a n d  p a t h o l o g i s t s  f e e s  a r e  

p aid in ful 1.

T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  t y p e s  o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t s .  F i r s t ,  b o d i e s  

o f  r u r a l  o r i g i n  m u s t  b e  t r a n s p o r t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  a i r p o r t  a n d  t h e  

a u t o p s y  f a c i l i t y .  B o d i e s  of l o c a l  o r i g i n  w i l l  b e t r a n s p o r t e d  to 

a m o r t u a r y  w h e t h e r  or n o t  an a u t o p s y  is p e r f o r m e d .  S i n c e  in 

t h e s e  c a s e s  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t  is n o t  s o l e l y  r e l a t e d  to t h e  

a u t o p s y ,  t h e  s t a t e  s h o u l d  n o t  p a y .

In F a i r b a n k s ,  a u t o p s i e s  t a k e  p l a c e  at t h e  h o s p i t a l  r a t h e r  

t h a n  t h e  m o r t u a r i e s ,  r e s u l t i n g  in a n  a d d i t i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

c o s t  to a n d  f r o m  t h e  m o r t u a r y .  T h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  e s t i m a t e s  2 0 0  

b o d i e s  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s ,  w i t h  a c o s t  o f  $ 0 0 ,  for a t o t a l  o f  

$ 1 6 , 0 0 0 .

T h e  t h i r d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t  is a i r  f a r e  w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e 

c a l c u l a t e d  b a s e d  u p o n  1 5 0  b o d i e s  of r u r a l  o r i g i n .  C u r r e n t  

b i l l i n g s  s h o w  t y p i c a l  f r e i g h t  c h a r g e s  of  $ 1 7 5  to K o t z e b u e ,  $ 1 3 5  

to D i l l i n g h a m ,  $ 1 1 7  to B a r r o w ,  $ 1 0 0  to K o d i a k ,  a n d  $ 0 6  to 

A n i a k .  U s i n g  a f i g u r e  of $ 2 5 0  p e r  b o d y ,  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  t c t a l

c h a r g e  for a i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  is $ 3 7 , 5 0 0 .

In s u m m a r y ,  u s i n g  t h e  l a n g u a g e  of t h e  p r o p o s e d  s u b s t i t u t e  a n d  

a p p l y i n g  t h e  c o u r t ' s  f i g u r e  for n u m b e r s  of  r u r a l  b o d i e s  a m i  fo r

a i r  f a r e  a nd a u t o p s y  c o s t s ,  t h e  c o s t  p r o j e c t i o n  for t h e  c o m m i t t e e

s u b s t i t u t e  is $ 6 7 7 , 9 2 5 .



D H S S  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n ,  w h i c h  

i n c r e a s e s  t h e  t o t a l  c o s t  to $ 7 3 3 , 7 2 5 .  T h e  f u n d i n g  a l r e a d y  

r e q u e s t e d  by  th e c o u r t  a n d  g e n e r a l  r e l i e f  f u n d s  for f u n e r a l  a n d  

b u r i a l  p a y m e n t s  (a t o t a l  o f  $ 6 0 3 , 0 0 0 ) ,  s h o u l d  be  a p p l i e d  a g a i n s t  

t h i s  f i g u r e .  T h u s ,  a t o t a l  of $ 1 3 0 , 1 2 5  for n e w  f u n d s  is n e e d e d .

P l e a s e  let me k n o w  if y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .

Si n c e r e l y ,

K a r l a  L. F o r s y t h e  

G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l

K L F :s m h

At t a c h m e n t

cc: M a x  G i f f o r d  

Mike Scott 

R i c k  B a r r i e r  

B o b  F i s h e r

A r t h u r  H. S n o w d e n ,  II



P R E P A R E D  BY  T H E  A L A S K A  C O U R T  S Y S T E M  - M a r c h  22, 1 9 8 4  

E s t i m a t e d  C o s t  o f P r o p o s e d  C S S B  3 8 2

E s t i m a t e  FY 8 5 - 8 5 0  a u t o p s i e s  as p e r  A S  1 2 . 6 5  a n d  7

FY  83 F Y 85

E s t i m a t e  r u r a l  o r i g i n  1 3 5  150

n o n r u r a l  o r i g i n  6 1 5  2 0 0

5 0 0

M o r t u a r y  c o s t  p e r  b o d y

E m b a l m i n g  1 6 0  X $ 2 3 0 . 0 0

C l o t h i n g  b o d y  1 7 5  X 9 5 . 0 0

C a s k e t  1 7 5  X 5 0 0 . 0 0

S u b t o t  al

P o s t  m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  a u t o p s y  c o s t  p e r  b o d y

O p e r a t i n g  r o o m  8 5 0  X $ 6 0 . 0 0

L a b o r a t o r y  &

p a t h o l o g i s t s  F e e s  8 5 0  X $ 5 0 0 . 0 0

S u b t o t a l

1 5 0  X $ 5 0 . 0 0

2 0 0  X $ 8 0 . 0 0  

1 5 0  X $ 2 5 0 . 0 0

S u b t  ot al

T O T A L

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C o s t s

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  ' A s s i s t a n t  II 

T r a v e l

C o n t r a c t u a l  ( p h o n e ,  f o r m s ,  s p a c e ,  e t c )

Coinino d i t i es

E q u i p m e n t  ( d e s k ,  t y p e w r i t e r ,  f i l e s ,  

c a l c u l a t o r ,  e t c . )

$ 5 5 . 8

3 5 . 9

4 . 0  

8 . 9

2.0

5 . 0

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

To f a c i l i t y  f r o m  c a r r i e r  

B e t w e e n  h o s p i t a l  a n d  

m o r t u a r y  ( F r b k s  o n l y )  

A i r  f a r e s

T O T A L  F U N D I N G  R E Q U I R E D

$ 5 3 9 . 1  "

64 . 5 " 

T O T A L  $ 6 0 3 . 6  

A D D I T I O N A L  F U N D I N G  R E Q U I R E D  F O R  F Y  85

C u r r e n t  b u d g e t  r e q u e s t

C o u r t  S y s t e m  - j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  & S o c i a l  

S e r v i c e s  P u b l i c  A s s i s t a n c e ,  

G e n e r a l  R e l i e f

A A C  0 5 . 4 4 0

F a i r b a n k s  

A n c h o  r a g e

= $ 3 6 , 8 0 0  

= 1 6 , 6 2 5

8 7 , 5 0 0

$ 1 4 0 , 9 2 5

= $ 5 1 , 0 0 0  

= $4 2 5 , 0 0 0  

$ 4 7 6 , 0 0 0

= $ 7 , 5 0 0

= $ 1 6 , 0 0 0  

= $ 3 7 , 5 0 0

$ 6 1 , 0 0 0

$ 6 7 7 ,  9 2 5

$ 5 5 , 8 0 0  

$ 7 3 3  , 7 2 5

I

/  $ 1 3 0 ,  1 2 5
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■c by L iz  Louzen 

."I'-" When a 26-year-old

• V N u iq ’.ut man fell o f f  a porch 

and died recen tly , his body 

, was sent to Fa irbanks for an 

autopsy to determ ine the 

' cause o f  death.

; H is m other, an unem-

\ ployed woman in her 50s, is 

.. now stuck w ith a 52 ,000  bill 

for funeral sc rv iccs-m u ch  o f 

. .  it for. state-required services 

w hich  would not have been 

f , needed or desired h a d ’ the 

on,son’s bod y.vfcm u incd n iiK thc 

..utHjUngc for bu ria l. 1

v I t ’s a situation w hich the

V  __________________________

: state’s senior citizen  om buds­

m an, funeral d irectors and 

state officials all describe as a 

“ Catch 2 2 ."  ;

No one seems to know  

for sure how often grieving 

Alaskan fam ilies arc caught 

in the squeeze between the 

' state court system's require­

ment for an autopsy and the 

public health division's regu*. 

lations concerning embalming 

1 and transportation o f bodies.’ 

v ■ Hut three divisions of.., 

n a lc  government and a legis*

1 lative comm ittee arc current^

■ ly  seeking a solution aimed at

relieving fam ilies o f  the c o s ts ' 

o f these . state-mandated 

funeral home services. .

In conversations w ith 

coroners, state court o ffic ia ls , • 

funeral home d irectors, pub- , 

lie health o ffic ia ls  and attor- ‘ 

neys, the problems surround­

ing autopsies were described.

State laws concerning 

coroner duties require an 

autopsy in nearly every Jcath 

which is no t.a tten ded  by a 

physician . 1 > . .j'

In A laska , th is ; means 

most deaths o f  an accidental 

or violent nature, " and imy ~

.*;fjn.4Catchr22M$$
•V - -  ■ '■
.  other death in  w h ic li a p iiy- ^ ( ( T i n ’s time fram e a llo w s ^ !, 

siclan is not fo llow ing the .)'? villagers tc bury their dead i n ^ v  

ease closely enough to , f e e l / ’ the village w ithout e m b a lm - ^ '

, comfortable in  {s lg n in g ^ .th e ^ in g  w h en .an  autopsy is n o f s , ' ;  

death certificate . W  ’ requi red.  It does not a l lo w ) .!

Because autopsies - a r c ^ f o r  these sim ple buria l' p r a c ^ v  

performed on ly  in Fa irb a n k s ,\T r t ic e s ' w hen':an autopsy is re-)"', 

Anchorage and ; Ju neau , L’ quired . ’ ’ ’ - ; i . -

bodies must be transported . .  The stale court system^ 

from rural, com m unities to -., w ill pay for the cost o f  transy.-.& 

the u r b a n ^ c n t c r . . ;<-j; porting the body to the site*

At the same tim e, state o f  the autopsy; for the aiitop-^-"/' 

public health laws' require-;, Sy  itse lf; and for the cost o fg !£ . 

that the body be em balmed.;-): returning / tlic  body to'tluT.^ ',.-.

• "w hen a b o d y ‘ cannot reach .-^ v illag e . ’ ■ ‘ .. ’ •

-its ' ‘ destination ;: wi t hi nr , ' 2 4 It w ill not pay for o th e r ic .j  I 

- • ^ J i o u r s ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ P ^ ' " "  ‘ VV C o n tln u e d 'o n  page t s P j



in metal transfer contain*K>r burial. (Required)

Grieving families caught
in Catch-22 of autopsy,
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relieving fam ilies o f (he costs 

o f these , state-mandated 

funeral home services. .

In conversations w ith 

coroners, slate court o ffic ia ls , 

funeral home directors, pub­

lic  health o ffic ia ls  and attor­

neys, the problems surround­

ing autopsies were described.

S late  laws concerning 

coroner duties require an 

autopsy in nearly every death 

w hich Is no t.a ttended  by a 

ph ysic ian ." 1 > . a '

In A laska , tills .; means 

most deaths o f  an accidental 

or violent n a tu re ,' and any

sta le ’s senior citizen ombuds­

m an, funeral directors and 

stale offic ials all dcsciibc as a 

"C atch  2 2 .”  V

No one seems to know 

for sure how often grieving 

Alaskan fam ilies are caught 

in the squeeze between the 

stale court system's require­

ment for an autopsy and the 

public health d ivision ’s regu­

lations concerning embalming 

and transportation o f bodies.”  

-• l lu f  three divisions o f 

state government and a legis­

lative committee are current^ 

ly  seeking a solution aimed al

V  l i z  Lauzen 
jj When a 26-year-old 

• Nuiqsut man fell o f f  a porch 

- and died recen tly , his body 

was sent to Fa irbanks for an 

autopsy to determ ine the 

cause o f  death.

I l is  m other, an unem- 

\ ployed woman in her 50s, is 

... now stuck w ith  a $ 2,000 b ill 

' for funeral s c rv icc s-n iu ch  o f 

• it fo r. state-required services 

which would not have been 

needed or desired had -the 

On,con's b o d y .itcm n iq cd 'iiiK  the 

,,,i,Hj{Jngc for buria l. ';1 . . •■ *

V C'tdi It ’s a situation which 'he



G r ie v in g if a m i l ie s  c a u g h t- in  ‘Catch- :2 2 i<v ,iV—. £ r

.. Continued from page 1

•'. expenses, including em balm ing.

:*• The D ivison o f  Public 

..".••Health which requires embalm- 

ing to contro l com m unicable d i­

seases, docs not pay for em balm ­

ing, Nor docs it pay the cost o f  

transporting the body from the 

/  site o f the autopsy to the fun- 
C o r a l  hom e, where the em balm ­

ing is done. Nor does it  p a y lh  

cost o f  a casket. ' •

“ The fam ily is not rcsponsi- !

*. ble in any w ay for the remains

being embalmed and put in a

'  caske t,"  said Heather Noble, ■

. attorney for A laska Legal Ser-

vices in Barrow  who is investiga-

•.'■ ling the problems o f  the Nulqsut

.1 , woman.'
<■

. T in  concerned w ith the 

’ .••m oney. 1 want the state to p ick 

up the co sts ."

In some cases, the state 

D ivision o f Public Assistance w ill 

pay these costs. ■

. "  "People can qualify  i f  they 

•‘- o r  the dcccascd-m cct resource 

and assets requirem ents," cx- 

j  .p la ined Public Assistance o ffic ia i • 

••;'; J im  Dalm an. i t
"  G enera lly , a fam ily  must 

have cash assets o f less than ’ 

5300  and a m onth ly incom e o f  ■ 

less than $400  (fo r tw o adults) 

to q u a lify , Dalman said. Public 

■ V Assistance recipients who die 

v .  arc almost a lways picked up.

V /e l'V  * But * '"s ^ uot a program 
could p ick up the funeral 

rv ^ y  body on which an

e m  • b a lm  (cm  bam ' ), v.t. — to  t r e a t  (a d e a d  
b o d y )  so  as to  p re se rv e  it ,  as w i th  ’c h e m i c a l s , 1'.. 
d ru g s  o r  b a ls a m s ;  t o  p r o t e c t  f r o m  d e c a y . ' • . • 1 '

autopsy is performed and 

embalming is required, Dalman 

said.

“ Th is is a state program 

w ith lim ited fund ing ," lie r id . 

"W c use it as a program o f last 

resort, for use in a situation 

where the fam ily must dem on­

strate it is w ithout means. It is 

quite restrictive ."

About 150 funerals are paid 

for by general re lie f cacli year, 

I:-! exp lained .

One problem w ith the pro­

gram is that it is little  know n in .  

m any villages.

Another problem is that it 

must be applied fo r in advance, 

before em balming or other 

funeral home services arc per­

formed.
F o r those who do not qua­

lify  -  or do not apply fo r -  

public assistance, costs fo r 

funeral ./services can add • up 

rap id ly . ,

Fo r a grieving fam ily , the 

lines between state-required ser­

vices, funeral home-recom mend­

ed sef-iccs , and family-desired 

services often Idur. ’S  .

The Nuiqsut w om an’s

5 2 ,0 0 0  b ill Included S 800  for a-- 

casket, SdOO for em balming, and 

charges for lim osinc service, pro­

fessional

flowers.

fees, clothes and

“ I f  that body had stayed in 

the village, the fam ily could have 

bu ilt a casket from a packing 

cra te ,"  explained Noble. The 

cost, in that case, would have 

been m in im al. '

’ In some, villages, fear o f 

w hat w ill happen to the body 

once it is removed from the

village further com plicates autop^.; 

sy problems. \
In  K w eth lu k , a village near • 

Bethel, the problem recently 

came to a head when villagers 

refused to allow an Alaska S 'ate 

Trooper to remove the body.- 

‘ Additional troopers were 

sent in , but villagers s i'l l op­

posed the rem oval, explained-. 

Stephanie Co le , deputy director 

for magistrate services fo r the 

court system .

! ' i l l
The  resu lt/ said t o lc ,  was 

that the villagers agreed to allow  

th e ' body to be rem oved to 

Bethel, but not to A nchorage, 

where the au topsy w ould  no r­

m ally  have been perform ed.

' ' But Cole said fa c ilit ie s  iri 

Bethel are not su ffic ien t fo r p e r- , 

forming autopsies, so most 

bodies w ill continue to be re­

moved to one o f the state's 

three larger cities for autopsies.

State o ffic ia ls have begun to 

"A p p a re n tly , someone i n ,, look at the problem, 

the past had had a negative e x - O f f i c i a l s  from the D ivision 

pcricncc in that the body h a d "  o f  Public H ealth , the court sys- 

not been returned ," Cole said.-, tern, the Consum er Protection 

“ Th a t is not a com m on prob-/,, se c t io n .'o f. the A tto rney Gen- 

lem , but such stories do not d ic^ '& Vv  ̂n Y - 1'.Continued on page 17
j.. •

S '

A u topsy-rela ted  f e e s  a d d  up
When the state requires 

an autopsy, and the fam ily  

must then pick up fees for 

funeral home services, w hat 

docs it cost?

Bight funeral homes pro­

vide services in A laska : two in 

Fa irb anks, one in Juneau and 

five in A nchorgc. Fees vary 

from funeral home to funeral 

hom e. And they vary bt-vmse 

o f  preference for more service 

or more expensive services.

One funeral home d i­

rector, who asked tiiat Ills 

firm  not he nam ed, outlined 

services and charges often ci

countered by fam ilies w hen ' 

an autopsy is perform ed.

Some o f  these services v' 

arc not required b y ' state 

public iiealth l^.vs, but gricv- j' 

ing families <.•."!u .  e lect to/ ” 1 

have them perform ed after. V 

the body has been removed 

, from  the village for autopsy.  ̂ .

*  Professional fees, S 4 2 0 - ,' - 

includes arrangements w ith , i: 

, .  fam ilies, paperw ork, perm its, :. 

overhead (u t ilit ie s , salaries, 

e tc .) , w riting o b itu ary . . ... 

•- •  Em balm ing , $ 3 2 5 ^ ; p r e ^  

~ parnig , ; “ ', : * 1— '

* Operating room charge, 

$ 100- restoring the b o d y ' 

after autopsy. (H ig h ly  recom ­

mended by m o rtic ians), i •• • .

•  Transp o rta tio n , S 8 5 - '

charge when autopsy is per­

formed away from  funeral 

home and body must be 

transported to funeral home 

for em balm ing. (R eq u ired , 

unless other arrangements 
can be m ade).  -  .-»•

o C asket, $300  or im ne- 

(Fa m ilic s  could elect to have 
body shipped back to villasg

\\

b



in metal traruferToauaSfJror burial. (Required)

Grieving families caught
V * - !  -.-** •' u' . - - >  '*-1^;-*. - . « - • "  . - ' • A * / . . ;  * S

1 in Catch-22 of autopsy^.
;■•■•?: S Continued from  page 16F iL  ^  .-.- : R ep . A l Adam s (D -K o tze -1

’"JV"  e raT s. o ffice  and . the.- A laska  bue) and his s ta ff  have begun to ,

State Tro o pers m et in  Septem -.- lo o k  at the problem as w e ll. .

ber to  discuss the concerns and.;  LricJc o f  in form ation  about

begin to find  so lutions/ ; ^ 1 1 1'"  h o w -m a n y  p e o p le 'q u a lify  fo r '

- i “There is a problem, several Public “distance is one problem >

■-••V problem s involved “  said C o le . involvcd w ith  decid inS
'. 'J - - r .A f-  r should pay fo r

t T h e re  are p ro b le m s .b e -

cause there are several agencies

invo lved , and a lo t o f  tension „ n „ ,  - , . . .
• Personally , I  feel the state •

■ focused on all o f  i t . ’ . '  . . .  „„
• ! , v. . w.  -  - should pay. But w hich  agency? 

a K e y  to '.he d iscussions is /  •

involved w ith  deciding who • 

r should ' pay fo r the costs o f  

em balm ing, said L o i i  A nn  C u tle r,', 

an Adam s aide. '• '>  • V

w ho should pay fo r autopsy- 

related, fees w h ich  the court 

system  does no t p ic k  u p . . . .

C u rren t regulations in  Both 

the D ivison o f  P u b lic  H ealth 

and the co u rt system  do not 

authorize the state to pay fo r . 

em balm ing and services in c i­

dental to autopsies. -
I

“ I personally feel the co urt 

system  has the responsib ility for- 

paying the costs o f  em balm ing ," 

said D r . H . S . Rabcau , d irector 

o f the D ivision  o f  Pub lic H ealth 

and deputy d irector o f  the D e­

partm ent o f H ealth  and Socia l 

- Services . ; . >7 .. •f/' / ' .

' ‘ :.r r  -.-i* “ I f  they arc taking  custody

:l[ . A nother p ro b lem ' that can 

be addressed. C u tle r sa id , is that 

o f  in form ing the pub lic .

“ A  lo t o f people who do 

q ualify  don’ t know  they q u a lify .

“ I t ’ s not easy for the tro -- 

opers and the magistrates lo \  

deal w ith  the fam ilies. Fam ilies , 

are upset, sometimes the tro-. 

opers are under tim e constraints .' 

to get the body o u t.

"A n d  also, there is some 

question perhaps w hether or not 

some funeral homes are doing a 

hard se ll."

W ill legislation be needed to 

sort out the problem ?

“ I f  we have to go that 

route, yes, But we prefer to

o f the b o d y - th e n 'b y  God th e y ? "  settle it in te rn a lly , i f  we ca n ,"  I  
■ should pay-for- it ,’ ’ he added ;‘ J i .  ■ C u tle r said. • •

i '• ̂  V . •’ ‘ _ *!lV.. —   ‘
• V J  'J7. ., * t * ' • „? .
, y  f }’̂ JP ’» ^
. v .v . - . . • ,

«r /'AJiv.V'  li'-- -‘p



AVCP
A s s o c ia t i o n  o f  V il lage  C o u n c i l  P r e s id e n t s  

P . O .  B o x  2 1 9  •  B e th e l ,  A la s k a  9 9 5 5 9  a  P h o n e  5 4 3 - 3 5 2 1

A u g u s t :  4 ,  1 9 8 3

A r t  S n o w d e n  I I I  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  
3 0 3  K  S t r e e t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 1

RE: C o u r t  O r d e r e d  A u t o p s i e s  in t h e  A V C P / C a l i s t a  R e g i o n

D e a r  M r .  S n o w d e n :

I a m  w r i t i n g  to y o u  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  56 N a t i v e  V i l l a g e s  o f  t h e  A V C P /  
C a l i s t a  R e g i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  p o l i c y  o f  h a v i n g  c o u r t  or-dered 
a u t o p s i e s  p e r f o r m e d  in A n c h o r a g e ,  o u t s i d e  o f  o u r  R e g i o n .

R e c e n t  e v e n t s  in o n e  o f  o u r  v i l l a g e s ,  K w e t h l u k ,  u n d e r s c o r e  t h e  l e g a l  
a n d  e t h i c a l  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  r e m o v i n g  t h e  b o d i e s  o f  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  f o r  
a u t o p s y  p u r p o s e s  to A n c h o r a g e .  I n  K w e t h l u k ,  w e  h a d  a s e r i o u s  cls.sh 
o f  i n d i v i d u a l  vs. s t a t e  i n t e r e s t s  i n v o l v e d  o v e r  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  the 
b o d y  o f  a l o c a l  r e s i d e n t ,  A r n o l d  N i c o l a i .  T h e  f a m i l y  o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d  
o b j e c t e d  to t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  b o d y  o n  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u n d s  a n d  a p r i o r  
a d v e r s e  e x p e r i e n c e of h a v i n g  t h e  b o d y  o f  a f a m i l y  m e m b e r  r e m o v e d  to 
A n c h o r a g e  f o r  a u t 6p s y ~ p u r p b s e '§ Tan d ' h o t "  r e t u r n e d  f o r  a p r o t r a c t e d  ’ 
p e r i o d  o f time.

A l t h o u g h  w e  r e c o g n i z e  a l e g i t i m a t e  S t a t e  i n t e r e s t  in c o n d u c t i n g  a n  
i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  d e a t h ,  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a s  a l e g a l  a n d  
e t h i c a l  m a t t e r ,  t h e  S t a t e  m u s t  s h o w  a c o m p e l l i n g  r e a s o n  f o r  r e m o v i n g  
a b o d y  to A n c h o r a g e  f o r  a n  a u t o p s y  w h e n  f u n d a m e n t a l  F i r s t  A m e n d m e n t  
r i g h t s  (i.e., R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x  a n d  E s k i m o  r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e  o f  h o l d ­
in g  a 48 h o u r  m o u r n i n g  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d  a n c  
i m m e d i a t e  b u r i a l  o f  th u n t a m p e r e d  b o d y  t h e r e a f t e r )  a r e  i n v o l v e d .

A s  a m a t t e r  o f  law, e v e n  if t h e  S t a t e  c a n  s h o w  a c o m p e l l i n g  r e a s o n  
f o r  a n  A n c h o r a g e  a u t o p s y  (i.e., l a c k  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  in B e t h e l  a n d  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c a u s e  o f  d e a t h ) , t h e  S t a t e  is s t i l l  u n d e r  a 
b u r d e n  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  a F u n d a m e n t a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  to e x e r c i s e  
t h a t  s u c h  a n  e x e r c i s e  w o u l d  p r o p e r l y  i n c l u d e  h o l d i n g  a l l  f u t u r e  
c o u r t  o r d e r e d  a a t o p y s  in B e t h e l .

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s u c h  a c h a n g e  in p o l i c y  w i l l  g o  a l o n g  w a y  t o w a r d s  
b a l a n c i n g  t h e  v a l i d  b u t  c o m p e t i n g  i n t e r e s t s  o f  the S t a t e  a n d  o u r  
N a t i v e  E s k i m o  p e o p l e  in t h e  B u s h .  It w i l l  a l s o  h e l p  to d e f u s e  
v o l a t i l e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  K w e t h l u k  i n c i d e n t ,  t h r o u g h  a 
s e n s i t i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  S t a t e  l a w  to N a t i v e  i n t e r e s t s .

• O f f i c e  o f  Adm in i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

A la sk a  C o u r t  S y s t e m



c
A r t  Snow den I I I  
Page 2
A u g u s t  4 ,  1983

T h is  p r o c e d u r a l  c h a n g e  w o u ld  a l s o  r e c t i f y / t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  
b u r d e n  p la c e d  on o u r  r u r a l  f a m i l i e s .  E m b a lm in g  an d  p r e p a r a t i o n . ,  
c o s t s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to  th e  a u t o p s y  o r d e r  a r e  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
o f  th e  d e c e a s e d 's  f a m i l y .

A s a m a t t e r  o f  in f o r m a t i o n  a n d  c o u r t e s y ,  'we a r e  s e n d in g  a c o p y  o f  
t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  l i s t e d  b e lo w .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A SS O C IA TIO N  OF V ILLA G E  COUNCIL PRESID ENTS 
W i l l i e  K a s a y u l ie ,  C h a irm a n

I M I : T D : my

c c : G o v e r n o r  S h e f f i e l d
S e n a to r  J o h n  S a c k e t t  
R e p . T o n y  V a s k a
J o h n  N i c o r i ,  K w e th lu k  T r i b a l  C o u n c i l  P r e s id e n t  
M o se s a n d  M a r t y  N i c o l a i ,  p a r e n t s  o f  th e  d e c e a s e d  
L i z  D i l l i o n ,  T r i b a l  C o u n c i l  M e m b e r, K w e th lu k  
A t t y  P e t e r  E h r h a r d t ,  a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  N i c o l a i  f a m i l y  
C o m m is s io n e r  o f  H e a l t h  & S o c i a l  S e r v ic e s  
C o m m is s io n e r  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y
W i l l i a m  "S p u d "  W i l l i a m s ,  T a n a n a  C h ie f s  C o n fe r e n c e



V C c
emorandum A l a s k a  Court  S y s t e m

TO: |—

F R O M :

A l l  M a g i s t r a t e s ,  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  
J u d g e s  a n d  Cl er k s  o f  C o u r t

Bob M a r t i n
M a g i s t r a t e  T r a i n i n g  A s s i s t a n t

D A T E : J u n e  8, 1982

S U B J E C T : F u n e r a l  E x p e n s e s  in 
C o r o n e r  Ca ses

As o f  M a r c h  31, 1982, the 3 u r s a u  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  and  A . V . C . P .  
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  c e a s e d  p a y i n g  for fu n e r a l  e x p e n s e s ,  i.e. e m b a l m­
ing, c a s k e t  and cl ot h i n g ,  for d e c e a s e d  A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  t a k e n  to 
A n c h o r a g e  for a u t o p s y  u n d e r  c o u r t  order.

T h e  S t a t e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  A s s i s t a n c e  w i l l  n o w  p a y  s u c h  f u n e r a l  
e x p e n s e s  u p  to $ 7 5 0 . 0 0  for all p e r s o n s  u n a b l e  to a f f o r d  ’the s e  
c o s t s .

To  o b t a i n  this a s s i s t a n c e  the d e c e d e n t ' s  f a m i l y  or n e x t  o f  k i n  
s h o u l d  c o n t a c t  th e n e a r e s t  D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  A s s i s t a n c e  D i s t r i c t  
O f f i c e  (see A t t a c h m e n t  //l) .

If the f a m i l y  r e c e i v e s  w e l f a r e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  a ny  kind, t h e y  a r e  
p r e s u m e d  e l i g i b l e  for b u r i a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  O t h e r w i s e ,  a f o r m  
e n t i t l e d  A p p l i c a t i o n  for F o o d  S t a m p s  (GEN It50) w i t h  the w o r d s  " G R  
B u r i a l  A p p l i c a t i o n "  a d d e d  in the m i d d l e  o f  the f i rs t  p a g e  s h o u l d  
be  c o m p l e t e d  and s u b m i t t e d  to the n e a r e s t  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e  (see 
A t t a c h m e n t  It2). Th i s f o r m  is a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  v i l l a g e  fee a ge nt s.  
W h e n  b u r i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  is r e q u e s t e d ,  the D i v i s i o n  w i l l  d e t e r m i n e  
e l i g i b i l i t y ,  a d v i s e  the  a p p l i c a n t  w h e t h e r  th ese  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  b e  
p r o v i d e d  and, if  so, a r r a n g e  p a y m e n t  w i t h  the fu n e r a l  home.

T h e  C o u r t  S y s t e m  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to p a y  a u t o p s y  and  t x - n s p o r t a t i o n  
costs.

F u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  on this s u b j e c t  sho ul d be  f o r w a r d e d  to my 
office.

B M / k l

A t t a c h m e n t s  

cc: S u s a n  M i l l e r

*\dm. F-l 

Rev. 2-73
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The fo l l ow i ng i s  an up to date l i s t i n g  of a l l  o f  the 
D i v i s i on  of Pub l i c  Assistances o f f i c es  and the dec is ion 
making o f f i c es  they each report to as of 6/1/32.

Division or p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e , d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e s

C

Off i ce

tt 23 Ketchikan 
n 22 Si tka

(Are dec i s i on  makers)

C

Northern Region

n 41 Fairbanks 
it 42 Galena

* n 45 Barrow
* n 49 Minto
* H 73 Tok

Southwest Region

n 51 Bethel 
* 3  54 tit. V i l l ag e  

it 55 Aniuk

Dec is ion Making Of f i ce

Fairbanks

Dec is ion Making Of f i ce

Bethel

it 43 Ft.  Yukon 

it 47 Kotzebue 

(Are dec i s i on makers)

It 46 Nome (Is D.M.O.) 

it 48 Unalak leet (Kon-D.M.O) 

(Reports to Nome)

Southcentral  Reaion

It 70 Aleut ians 
it 71 Anchorage* 
it 72 Valdez 
it 73 Di l  1 ir.gham 
it 74 Cordova 
II 75 Kodiak 
?• 31 McGrath

Dec is ion Making Of f i ce

Anchorage
tt 76 Kenai (Is D.M.O.) 
it 7" t l a s i l l a  (Is D.M.O)

L
Note: A Wrangel l o f f i c e  has recent ly opened: th i s  o f f i c e  presently reports

to Juneau.

A Palmar o f f i c e  has a lsu opened: th i s  o f f i c e  reports to Was i l l a

An * represents *.reas where there is .present ly no'P.A. d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e .

Southeast Region

tt 21 Juneau 
$ 24 Petersburg

sion Making

Juneau
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State of Alaska C  f  
Division of Public Assistance '

A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  

F O O D  S T A M P S  

A I D  T O  F A M I L I E S  W I T H  D E P E N D E N T  C H I L D R E N
( D A T E  S T A M P  H E R E )

W e  will consider this application without regard to race, color, sex, 
age, handicap, religion, national origin, marital status, or political 
belief. If you believe you have been discriminated against, you can 
file a complaint with the Division of Public Assistance or the 
Department of Health &  Social Services. F ood Stamp complaints 
m a y  also be sent to U S D A  F N S  Western Region, 550 Kearney St. 
San Francisco. California 94I0S

F O R  O F F I C E  U S E  O N L Y :
Date Received hv

Df^isinn Offirp

G R

j ^ j N e w  [^Review or R C  □Expedited Service

I N S T R U C T I O N S  F O R  C O M P L E T I N G  A P P L I C A T I O N

C A R E F U L L Y  R E A D  and complete all o’f the questions in the application. All of the questions must be completed before your application 

can be processed. If a question does not apply to your situation, write "N/A'\ If you don't k n o w  or don't understand what the question 

means, write "don't k n o w "  or "not sure". Your eligibility worker or fee agent will assist you with these questions during your interview.

W e  are required to take action on your application within 30 days from the time it is received in our office. If you 3re applying for food 
stamps, you will receive them for the entire m o n t h  in which y ou first apply. Most clients have to have an interview before w e  can see if they 

are eligible, but you do not have to wait for 3n interview before you turn in your application.

W h e n  you are interviewed, be sure to bring with you proof of all income received by all household m e m b e r s ;for example— pay stubs, award 
letters from government benefits such as Social Security income, U n e m p l o y m e n t  Insurance, BIA grants, and other similar income.

Y o u  must list the Social Security n u m b e r  of each person for w h o m  you want to receive a cash payment. If someone doesn't have a Social 

Security number, your eligibility worker or fee agent will help yo u  apply for one. W e  will also need proof of the age and relationship of the 

children applying for A F D C  (birth certificate, b3pttsm papers, or school records will give us the necessary information). If yo u  are applying 

for food stamps, all m e m b e r s  age 13 and over must proviae a Social Security number and certain members must also c o m p  ete a w o r k  regis­
tration form.

W e  also need the following : rent or house payment receipts, utility bills, checking or savings account statements, child (.are receipts and 

work related expense receipts.

c A S S I S T A N C E  R E Q U E S T E D  : Check the boxes which match your situation :

I I F O O D  S T A M P S  O N L Y  (available for most low-income households) 
j A F D C  O N L Y  (a cash payment for families m  which one or both parents of a child(ren) under 18 are absent, deceased, disabled, or 

incapacitated)
□  B O T H  A F D C  and F O O D  S T A M P S

&C? C o /C
Y O U R  N A M E __________

(First)
S T R E E T  A D D R E S S ____

M A I L I N G  A D D R E S S ___

(Midole) (Last)

City State

Phone where you can L

reached___________________

  Zip _______________

Describe h o w  .o get to your h o m e  if you don't have a street address :.

Have you applied for assistance before? □  f.o 
If ves. under what last n a m e  did you aOQlv7

O  'es Whe'e? W h e n ?

IF Y O U  N E E D  F O O D  S T A M P S  R I G H T  A W A Y :  If your household (you and the people w h o  live and eat with you) has lit le or no income

right now. you m a y  pe dole to receive food stamps within a few days. Answer the following questions if your household has little or no

income and needs food stamps right away, and then complete the application.

Has anyone in your household received any income so fa^this m o n t h > □  Yes □  N o  1 f yes, h o w  mu c h ?  S --------  .
Did , our housenoiu’s entire income recently stop? 1 |Yos D  N o  W h e n ?     —   —  ----------
Does anyone in your household expect to receive income later this montn? □  Yes j__| N o  □  Don't K n o w
If yes, ho.v much? $ ____________ W h e n ? _________________________ _

H o w  m u c n  do the memcers al our household have in cash and savings (give your best estimate of the total)? S ------------------- --

G E N  ffSO 4 / 4 / 3 0  

( 0 6 - 3 0 0 7 )



HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS List yourself first if vuu are also applying:

Name: (Last) (First) (M.l.) Social Security N u m b e r Relationship
Birthday 

Mo n t h  'Dav/Year Age |

1. —  -

9

R
—  -

&
—  —

R
—  -

R .................

—  —

Ilf you need more room, use page 8 )

A D D I T I O N A L  I N F O R M A T I O N :

Are household members listed above either U.S. citizens or persons from another country residing legally in the United States? Q  Yes 

I I N o  If answer is no, please explain the circumstances. _________________________________________________________________________________

Are any of the persons 16 through 17 years old in school or vocational training? D Yes D N o  Are any of the persons .18 through 

20 years old in school or vocational training? Q Y e s  I I N o

If you are not working, are you receiving U n e m p l o y m e n t  benefits? I I Yes O ^ o  List all other persons in your h o m e  w h o  are also 

receiving U n e m p l o y m e n t : ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Has anyone in your household quit a job in the last 60 days? Q  Yes Q  N o  If yes, give date quit and explain:____________________

0 —   --------------------------------------------
R E S O U R C E S :

Does anyone in your^household o w n  (or 3re you buying) any cars, trucks, boats, campers, motorcycles, snowmachines, airplanes, or other 

vehicles? | ] Yes | | N o  If yes, please describe.______________________________________________________________________________

_______________M A K E _________________ M O D E L ______________________ Y E A R ___________ A M O U N T  O W E D _________ E S T I M A T E D  V A L U E

List the total amounts of m o n e y  you and the m e m b e r s  of your household have: Cash on H a n d  S __________ Stocks and Bonds S

D o  you o r a n y o n e  in your household have a bank account, savings account, checking account, or m o n e y  in a savings and loan or credit
union? | | Yes i | N o  If yes, complete the following: Type of account (checking, savings, etc.)_______________________________________

M o n e y  in the account today S _________________  N a m e  of Bank: (savings &  loan, etc.) and b r a n c h ___________________________________________

Name(s) on the Account  ___________________________________________________________ A c c o u n t ^

>

D o  you or anyone in your household share a joint bank, savings and loan, or credit union account of any type with someone w h o  is not 
living in your h o m e ?  Q Y e s  C j  N o  If yes, give names on the account, n a m e  of the bank and branch, and the amount n o w  in
that account:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Account >y__________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________

Does your household o w n  any real estate besides the h o m e  you are living in. such as land or buildings (including buildings you rent to 

others: Q Y e s  I |N() If yes,.you m a y  need to provide us with information about the value of the property, any amount owed, and
what the property is used for. Describe property._____________  ___________________ ______________________

Did you or a m e m b e r  of your household sell, trade, or give away anything of substantial value during the last three months? Q  Yes 

I I N o  If answer is yes, explain.   _

I Eh v*30 4/4/80 (06-3007)



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

TO: The Honorable John Sackett 
Senator
Alaska State Leg is la ture

DATE

FILE NO:

March 20, 1984

FROM: Norma Lang A ^ " ^ .
Leg i s l a t i  ve L ia ison 
Department of Heal th & Social  
Services

TELEPHONE NO

SUBJECT’ Fisca l  Note for SB 382

Please destroy the Estimated Costs sheet attached to the F i sca l  Note for 
SB 382 dated 2/10/84 and replace wi th the attached Er t imated Cost Sheet.

O

Attachment

cc: Mar i lyn Tw i t che l l ,  Governor's Of f i c e
Mike Greany, Leg i s l a t i v e  Finance 
Senate Finance Committee 
Lisa Emerson, 0MB

02001A(Rov 10/791



Estimated Costs

Est imate FY 85 850 autopsies ordered p - AS 12.65

Est imate 250 rura l  o r i g i n  
600 non-rural

Mortuary cost per body x 850

Pickup & de l i v ery $ 80.00
Embalming $230.00
C loth i ng body $ 95.00
Body Cosmetology $ 90.00

$495.00 x 850 =

Post mortem examination and autopsy cost per body x 850

Operat ing room $100.00
Laboratory fee $100.00 av.
Pathologists fees $450.00 av.
Local transportat ion $ 50.00 est.

$700.00 x 850 =

Rural transportat i on cost per body x 250

Air fares $600.00 x 250 =

Admin is t rat i ve Costs

Admin i s t rat i ve Assistant I I  35.9
Travel 4.0
Contractual  (phone, forms, space, et c . )  8.9 
Commodities 2.0
Equipment (desk, typewr i ter ,  f i l e s

ca l cu l a t o r ,  e tc . )  5.0

$55.8

TOTAL

Funding requi red for FY 85 w i l l  be $1,157.1. Proposed funding for t h i : 
i s from the fo l low ing sources:

Court System - Jud i c i a l  Branch $539.1
(deleted by Fiscal  Note 
submitted by Court System)

New funding to cover increased 618.0
serv ices as proposed by B i l l .

TOTAL appropr iat ion requi red for t h i s  b i l l  $1,157.1

$420,750

$595,000

$150,000

$ 55,800 

$1,221,550 

serv i ce

An estimated amount of $64.5 to be recovered by b i l l i n g  the DH&SS, Pub l i c  Assistance 
GR Med Program. Rec ip i ents covered under th i s prog''mi are i nd i gent .
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STATE OF ALASKA 1984 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE

REQUEST
B i l l /Reso l u t i on  No. : SB 382
T i t i e :  Payment of costs of post
mortem exanrinations & au.taps-i.es-
Sponsor: Ferguson & Sackett____
Requestor: Senate Finance______
Date of Request: 1/27/84

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dol lars)

OPERATING
FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89

100 PERSONAL SERVICES 
200 TRAVEL 
300 CONTRACTUAL 
if00 SUPPLIES 
500 EQUIPMENT 
600 LAND & STRUCTURES 
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS 
800 MISCELLANEOUS

35.9 37.7 3 9 .  6 41.6. .. 43.7
4.0 4 . 2 4  4 4 . 6 4  9

571.1 600.7 . f r a . ;; _ 662.3 695.4 .
2.0 2.1 . _ 2..Z . 2.3 4.4
5.0 5.3 5.5 __ 5.8 . 6 . 1

TOTAL OPERATING 618.0 6.50.0 . 682.5 716.6 754.5

CAPITAL cco

n n
1 REVENUE | 0 0 1 0 0 n
FUNDING: (Thousands of Do!' ars)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

619.0 650.0 682.5 716.6 754.5

618.0 . 650.0 . . ...682,5._ 716.6 754.5

POSITIONS:

Revis ion Date:

FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected: Dept, of Heal th & Social  Services 
Program Category Affected: State Heal th Services- 

Publ i c  Heal th 
BRU, Program or Subprogram!s) Affected:
Pub!i c  Heal th Admin ist rat i ve Services

FULL-TIME 1 1 1 1 1
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL: General Fund

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page for ana lys is

Prepared By: David 3ruce. Deput" Di r e c to r_______ (/Phone: 465-3090
D i v i s i on :___Pub l i c  Health . - Q  /  Date: 2/6/84_________
Approved by C o m m i s s i o n e r : X y{  Date: ' % ' / / 6  / f  f

Agency: Dept. _of. Heal th and Social  Services/
D i s t r i bu t i o n  (by Agency preparing f i s c a l  note):

Leg i s l a t i v e  Finance 
Leg i s l a t i v e  Sponsor 
Requestor
Of f i ce  of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) 12/1/83



Estimate FY 85

Estimated Costs 

850 autopsies as per AS 12.65

Estimate 250 rural  o r i g i n  
600 non-rural

Mortuary cost per bcdy x 850

Pickup & de l i v ery 
Embalming 
Cloth ing body 
Body Cosmetology

$ 80.00 
$230.00 
$ 95.00 
$ 90.00

$495.00 x 850-5420,750 

Post mortem examinat ion and autopsy cost per body x 850

Operating Room 
Laboratory fee 
Pathologists fees 
Local Transportat ion

$ 1 0 0 . 0 0  
$100.00 av. 
$450.00 av.
$ 50.00 est.

$700.00 x 850=5595,000

Rural Transportat ion cost per body x 250

Air fares 

TOTAL

$600.00 x 250=5150,000 

$1,165,750.00

Admin istrat i ve Costs

Admin is t rat i ve Assistant I I  
Travel
Contractual  (phone, forms, space, etc . )  
Commodities
Equipment (desk, typewr i ter ,  f i l e s ,  

ca l cu l a to r ,  e t c . )

35.9
4.0 
8.9
2 . 0

5.0

'0TAL $55.8

Addi t ional  funding required for FY 85 w i l l  be $707.2. Funding for  t h i s  
serv i ce current l y proposed in the Governor's Budget i s as fol lows:

Court System - Jud i c i a l  Branch 
Department of Health and Social  Services 

Pub l i c Assistance,  General Re l i e f

$539.1

64.5
■$603.6

Total SB 382 requi red

Total FY 85 Governor's Budget

$ 1 , 2 2 1 . 6

$618.0



P O S I T I O N  TITLE

Admin istrat i ve Assistant
FO R M  12 P A C E / L I N E :APPROVR A N G E / S T E P

14/A
DARG. UNIT

GGU
TYPE OF P O S I T I O N

PFT
S T A F F  M O N T H S  

1 2 . 0
R P  NUMB E R

NA
P C N  N U M B E R

New Posi t ion
ELECTIO N  D IS T R IC TB R U  P R I O R I T Y L O C A T I O N

Juneau
rnr»-

C O N T I N U A T I O N  L E V E L A D D I T I O N J U S T I F I C A T I O N

Admin istrat i ve Assistant U  would be respons ib le for  coord in­
at ing approximately 850 \. >st mortem examinations on an annual 
basis as required by AS 1 .65.020. The pos i t i on i s  necessary 
i n order to assure coordinat ion of t ransportat ion of the 
deceased from rural  areas to Fairbanks or Anchorage; purchase 
maintenance, and storage of transport seekers; contracts and 
payments for patho log is t  conduct ing autopsies and contract 
and payment to funeral  homes for autops ies ,  embalming and 
re lated costs.  The Court System d id not pr. oose t ransfer r i ng 
any pos i t i ons to the Department of Health ana Social  Services 
to run the program.

TYPE OF E X P E N D I T U R E

P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S

Salary

B enefits

Supplemental B e n e f i t s

Fixed Benefi ts

TOTAL P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S

T ra v e l

Contractual

Comm o d i t i e s

Equi pment

Other

TOTAL COST

F U N D I N G  SOURCERECEIPT CODE

Federal R e c e i p t s  1002

G.F. M a t c h

General Fund

l-A R e c e i p t s

P r o g r a m  R e c e i p t s  1020

Ot h e r

FOR B i M  USE ONLY 

<iA KE Y  N U M B E R

■rr— irir.
AGENCY Dept. Health A S o p i r i l  S p .r j/ - ir_n<L 

p r o g r a m  Public Health__________________f

1 1 3  R E Q U E S T  F O R  

t N E W  P O S I T I O N State Heal th Services

Revised Date 2/2/84Public. Health Admin istrat ionr n w n n M C M T
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POSITION PAPER 
Senate B i l l  No. 382

"An Act r e l a t i ng  to payment of costs of post mortem examinat ions,  
autopsies ,  embalming, and re lated serv i ces ,  and prov id ing for an 
e f f e c t i v e  date."

The b i l l  makes prov i s i on for  t ransfer r i ng the payments of post mortem 
examinat ions,  autops ies ,  t ransportat ion of the deceased, embalming, 
storage of bodies and other re lated serv i ces .  Attached is a page 
showing the estimated costs of the post mortem examinat ions,  autopsies 
and re lated costs.  This was developed from i n terv i ew ing var ious funeral  
homes around the State and court system personnel .  We were advised the 
court system had set the rates for  which i t  wculd pay mortuaries i n 1970 
and had not raised them s ince .  Medical examiners are reportedly paid 
$50.00/hr. by the State and t h e i r  normal fee var ies from $100.00 to 
$200.00 per hour. Because of t h i s  low rate we have beer, unable to f i nd 
anyone w i l l i n g  to accept appointment as a medical examiner i n the Fourth 
Jud i c ia l  D i s t r i c t .  Whether or not SB 382 is passed we eApect to see 
substant ia l  cost increases w i t h i n  the next few years due to rates having 
been kept a r t i f i c i a l l y  low over the years.

This b i l l  a l so expands great ly the funct ions for which the State w i l l  be 
respons ib le .  By assuming possession of the body and performing an 
autopsy we have taken away the sur v i v i ng f am i l i e s  opt ion of a bur ia l  
wi thout embalming. Thus we have a moral ob l i ga t i on  to pay for  v.,ie added 
costs of return ing a body to the fami ly for  b u r i a l .  When a person dies 
of cer ta i n communicable diseases or bur ia l  i s delayed over 24 hours the 
State mandates that the body be embalmed. This i s p r imar i l y  a pub l i c  
hea l th funct ion .

In Senate B i l l  382 on l i n es  16 and 17 the term re lated costs i s used.
Due to the ambigui ty of what t h i s  term could mean we request i t  be 
removed and e i t h e r  a l l ow the Department of Health and Social  Services to 
decide what costs w i l l  be compensated or def ine s p e c i f i c a l l y  what 
serv ices for which the State w i l l  pay. At th i s t ime the Department of 
Health and Social  Services does not an t i c i pa t e  and has not budgeted for 
caskets, any expenses re lated to a coroner inquest or other legal  
i nqu i r y ,  long term storage of the body or e f f e c t s ,  t ransportat ion past 
Alaska's boundaries,  actual  bur ia l  costs or a bur ia l  p l o t .

The Court System has proposed t ransferr i ng S539.1 to the Department of 
Health and Social  Serv i ce^ .  They do not propose t ransferr ing any 
pos i t i ons to handle the program. Our f i s ca l ,  note inc ludes one Adminis­
t r a t i v e  Assistant I I  to develop and oversee the a c t i v i t y .  At the 
present t ime we do not have s u f f i c i e n t  s t a f f  to handle the work th i s  
program e n t a i l s .

The Department of Heal th and Social  Services supports passage of t h i s  
b i l l  i f  accompanied by the attached f i s c a l  note.
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POSITION PAPER 
SB 382 - Page 2

Recommended by:

Date:

Approved by:

Date:

S  ■ fcG2s~k tints'
E. S. Rebeau, M.D . , D i rec tor  
D i v i s i o n  of Pub l i c  Health

& / ? / # ? _____________________________

^ _________
Robert London Smi^h, Ph.D.
Commissioner /
Department of Health and

Social  Services

9 - / J i  /  f i f



Introduced: 1/27/84
Referred: Finance

1  I N  T H E  S E N A T E  BY F E R G U S O N  A N D  S A C K E T T

2 S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  382

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  an  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  c o s t s  o f  p o s t

m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  a u t o p s i e s ,  e m b a l m i n g ,  a n d  r e ­

l a t e d  s e r v i c e s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "  

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T a T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1 .  A S  1 2 . 6 5  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a ne w s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 2 5 .  P O S T  M O R T E M  E X A M I N A T I O N S .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f

h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  w h i c h  

p o s t  m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  a u t o p s i e s ,  e m b a l m i n g ,  a n d  r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  

o r d e r e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  may be  p e r f o r m e d .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  

a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  s h a l l  p a y  t h e  c o s t s  o f  p o s t  m o r t e m  e x a m i n a t i o n s  

a n d  a u t o p s i e s  o r d e r e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a n d  t h e  c o s t s  o f  r e l a t e d  

s e r v i c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  s t o r a g e  o f  b o d i e s  a n d  e m b a l m ­

i n g .

* S e c .  2 .  T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  0 1 . -
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