
LEG . FINANCE -  B I L L S 1 9 7 7  
SB  2 7 9  c o n t . ,<, " t h r u  SB  2 8 5 i    ;     ;   :__________

T 9 7 8



400 Commodities $ 2,12 5 . 0 0

Office Supplies $ 100.00

Laboratory Chemicals $ 450.00

Fertilizer and Lime $ 500.00

Field Stakes, Markers, Tape, etc. $ 250.00

Seeds $ 0.00

Fuel @ $60.00 per gal $ 75.00

Parts to Maintain Equipment $ 750.00

500 Equipment $ 4,500.00

Flatbed Trailer $ 4,000.00

Small Tools $ 500.00

TOTAL USING UNIVERSITY LAND $84,810.56

f



3/ 29 /77

C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T  
S E N A T E

The Committee on FINANCE      has had SB 279______
special appropriation to the University of Alaska for production of small rains 

under consideration. A majority of the members of the Committee in Delta-
Clearwater area

/_/ recommends it do pass

/ / recommends it do not pass

/ / recommends it do pass with attached amendment(s)

/ / recommends it be replaced with CS for _______________________ and that

CS for __________________  do pass

/ / (and) recommends it be referred to the _________________  __________

committee

r j  reports it back without recommendation 

/ / AND attaches a report of its intent

/~7 (other) ______________________________________________________________

MEMBERS SIGNING THE MAJORITY REPORT:

_________________________________________ Date

Mr. President:

MEMBERS NOT CONCdRRING IN THE MAJORITY REPORT:

________________________  recommends: __________

________________________ recommends: __________

recommends:

Ch ai rm an



C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T
3 / 2 3 / 7 7  S E N A T E

_ **Finance

3 h  *  /?? D a t e

Mr. President:

The Committee on Resources has had ^79
spec, appropriation to U of^A- ôf̂ pi?>o duct ion of small grains in Delta-Clearwater 

under consideration. /A Tpajo’rity/ of the members of the Committee area

/~~7 recommends it do nass

/ / recommends i£"ao not pass

/~7 recomrnends it do pass with attached amendment(s)

/ / recommends it be replaced with CS f o r _______________________ and that

CS for ___________________ do pass

7  / (and) recommends it be referred to the _____________________________

committee

reports it back without recommendation 

/' 7 AND attaches^ a report of its intent 

/ (other)

les a report of its intent . .

L  h7/V<#k&/

MEMBERS.. SIGNING THE MAJORITY REPORT:

/ r 77?

j) *

l v .

^ - Y

MB£RS NOT CONCURRING IN THE MAJORITY REPORT: 

recommends: ^
-

recommends:

recommends:

/ '  / <

60
Chairman ,

r y  a
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Introduced: 3/23/77 i.;
Referred: Resources and Finance

\ r  .

BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
BY REQUEST (of the Agricultural 
Policy Task Force)

279

IN THE SENATE

SENATE BILL NO.

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act making a special appropriation to the Univer­

sity of Alaska to develop environmentally sound manage­

ment practices for the production and marketing of 

small grains in the Delta-Clearwater area of Alaska; 

and providing for an effective date.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THc. LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $281,500 is appropriated from the general fund to 

the University cf Alaska for research to improve the production of small 

grains in the unique soil and climatic conditions of the Delta-Clearwater 

region of Alaska. Results of this research are needed for conservation farm 

management practices used in subsistence, part-time and commercial grain pro­

duction in Interior Alaska.

*  Sec. 2. The unexpended and unobligated portion of this appropriation 

lapses into the general fund June 30, 1980.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.10.- 

070(c).
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T ^ T j l .  Legislature . ■ Session
A L A S K A  STATE LEGISLATURE

SENATE . B I L L .................. NO. ?7 .9 ....
By . THE . STATE. .AFFAIRS. COFJMITTEI 

BY I&QULST (of the Agricul­
tural Policy Task Force)

"An Act making p. special appro­
priation to the University of 
Alaska to develop environmental] 
soupd management practices for 
the production and marketing of 
small grains in the Delta-Clear- 
vrater area of Alaska; and pro­
viding for an effective date."

spec, appro./U of A

Introduced in the Senate . . .  .3/73/, 19. .77

HISTORY IN THE S E N A T E

19 77

3

J 7

Read first time and referred to Committee on
3 Resources and Finance

j jReported back with recommendation that̂ J

Read second time and

Read third time and

PASS Effective Date
Yeas Yeas
Nays Nays
Absent Absent
Excused Excused

Reconsideration
PASS Effective Date

Yeas Yeas
Nays Nays
Absent Absent
Excused Excused
Reported correctly engrossed 
Signed by President 
Sent to House

SECRETARY OF THE SENATE

HISTORY IN THE HOUSE
19 Read first time and referred to Committee on

Reported back with recommendation that

Read second time and

Read third time and

PASS Effective Date 
Yeas Yeas 
Nays Nays 
Absent Absent 
Excused Excused

Reconsideration
PASS Effective Date 

Yeas Yeas 
Nays Nays 
Absent Absent 
Excused Excused
Reported correctly engrossed 
Signed by Speaker 
Returned to Senate

CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE

HISTORY IN THE S E N A T E

19 Received from House

Reported correctly enrolled

Sent to Governor

By Governor

Filed with Lt. Governor

Chapter No-



I, the undersigned, an employee o f the State o f Alaska, do hereby certify 

that the microfilm images on this microform are accurate reproductions 

o f the original records o f the State o f Alaska as accumulated during die 

regular course o f business, and that it is the established policy and practice 

o f this State to microfilm its records and to dispose o f the original records 

after microfilm reproductions have been made.

Date
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5 / 1 2 / 7 7
H O U S E

Mr. Speaker:

The Committee on

Date

has had

under consideration. A majority of the members of the Committee

r j  recommends it do pass

E7 recommends it do not pass

/ / recommends it do pass with attached amendment(s)

recommends it be replaced with CS for ____________

CS for do pass"
/ / (and) recommends it be referred to the _________

committee

/~7 reports it back without recommendation 

/ / AND attaches a report of its intent 

/~~7 (other)

and that

MEMBERS SIGNING THE MAJORITY REPORT:

MEMBERS NOT CONCURRING IN THE MAJORITY REPORT:i  r' i D
recommends: jvv. i'A*.

recommends: ____________

recommends:
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IN THE HOUSE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

HOUSE CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 280 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - First Session 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act making a special appropriation to the

Department of Natural Resources, the Department 

of Public Works, and to the Community Facilities 

Development Committee; and providing for an 

effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $50,000 is appropriated from the general fund 

to the Department of Natural Resources, division of agriculture, for the 

purpose of funding state participation in the National Cooperative Soil 

Survey.

* Section 2. The unexpended and unobligated portion of this appropria­

tion lapses into the general fund on June 30, 1978.

* Section 3. The sum of $500,000 is appropriated from the general fund 

to the Department of Public Works, division of waters and harbors, for the 

costs of removing the old dock at Cold Bay and constructing i new one in 

its place.

* Section 4. The sum of $15,000 is appropriated from the general fund 

to the Community Facilities Development Committee for the development of 

community cultural facilities projects in cooperation with the Alaska 

State Council on the Arts.

* Section 5. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with 

AS 01.10.070 (c).

L 2 0
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I n t r o d u c e d :  3 / 2 3 / 7 7

R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s  a n d

F i n a n c e

BY THE STATE A FFA IR S COMMITTEE BY REQUEST (‘o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  IN  THE SENATE P o l i c y  T a s k  F o r c e )SENATE B IL L  NO. 280IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKATENTH LEGISLATURE -  F I R S T  SE SSIO NA B IL LF o r  an  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  m a k in g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  t h e  D e p a r t ­ment o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  d i v i s i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  tof u n d  s t a t e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o o p e r a t i v e  S o i l  S u r v e y ;  and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
*  S e c t i o n  1 .  The sum o f  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  fr o m  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d  tot h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  d i v i s i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  f u n d i n g  s t a t e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o o p e r a t i v e  S o i l  S u r v e y .*  S e c .  2 .  The u n e x p e n d e d  and u n o b l i g a t e d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  l a p s e s  i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  fu n d  on J u n e  30 , 1978.
*  S e c .  3 .  T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1 ,  19 7 7 .
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JMaska jliate ^Cegtslaiitrg
POUCH Y , STATE CAPITOL 
JIMEAU, ALASKA 99811 

907 465-3800

April 25, 1977

T 6

Senator John Sackett 

Senator Jalmar Kerttula

Department of Natural Resources, Div. of Agri.

The proposed appropriation provides State funding for 
contractual services with U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Soil Conservation Service. Services provided will be 
soil and/or range surveys on the soils of Alaska to 
increase the resources data for the benefit of State Depart­
ment of Natural Resources, other State agencies and the 
using public. Service v/ill be arranged to allow the State 
a higher voice in establishing priorities to S.C.S. work 
activities in Alaska by having Soil Conservation Board of 
Alaska participate in survey area priority decisions.

At a current cost near 75£ per acre, this amount will 
provide survey services to up to 67,000 acres of Alaska 
land. Exact locations are not finalized. Reconnaissance 
studies by S.C.S. indicate Alaska contains about 20,000,000 
acres of tillable lands. Soil surveys facilitate land-use 
planning and implementation programs.

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:



April 1 9 7 7 S 0  so
Senator lalaar Kerttula 

State of Alaska 

Pouch Y, State Capitol 

Juneau,. Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Kart tula:

I would like to provide additional justification for Senate Bill So* 280, an Act 

caking a special appropriation to the Department of Satxrral Resources, Division of 
Agriculture, to fund state participation in the Hat local Cooperative Soil Survey.

1. The needs for resource inventories in Alaska are enormous. Decisions involving 

the use of Alaska's Lands now and in the future wi l l  have substantial impact on the well 

being of future generations of Alsskaas,

2, Soil inventories produced through the National Cooperative Soil Survey provide 

resource data of considerable value for all types of land planning and use, No maps of 

large areas of land are made in &or& detail and involve so many significant factors as 
do soil maps*

3, The soil surv ey  program includes: (1) determining the important characteristics '

of soils* (2) classifying soils into defined classifications! units, (3) establishing and 

plotting on maps the boundaries among kinds o f  soil, and <4) correlating and predicting 
the behavior of soils under defined seta of management practices including agriculture, 

forestry* civil engineering and wildlife management.

A, The ultimate usefulness ©f soil surveys depends accurate soil correlation. 

This process involves f.l) comparing local classifications! units with those already defined 
and named in the general system of classification, (2) recognising, establishing and naming 
new units consistent with the system, (3) grouping geographic, units into n a m e d  and defined 
soil associations, and (4) arranging the units into beys or groups to b r i n g  out principles ., 
and relationships. =

ii• %  
5-ri 
ii 

- Vi
".’̂2 »î r> Xv ' \: /

5. In spite of the need for soil surveys in Alaska, detailed soil surveys are 

available for a smaller acreage of land In Alaska than in any other state, except the very 
smallest states. Nevertheless, Alaska's needs for detailed soil surveys are greater than 

any other state.

6. At the present time, soil surveys in Alaska are accomplished entirely by soil 
scientists of the Soil Conservation Service, USDA, ostensibly in cooperation with the 

Agricultural Experiment Station, University of Alaska, under a cooperative agreeaentv Xu 
actuality, the State of Alaska ejspSeya no soil scientists to cooperate with the Soil 
Conservation Service in the National Cooperative Soil Survey.

7. Thus, the State of Alaska, b a a  no. direct contact with the soil survey program in 
the state, and no voice in decisions regarding soil classification or correlation within 

the state. Yet Alaska relies heavily on soil surveys published by the U S D A  in developing 

legislation regarding land use and fa making long term decisions regarding land use.

S. Senate Bill Ko. 280 vould provide funds to permit the State of Alaska to be directly 
involved operationally and in a  dasisjon-oakin g capacity regarding the classification, :"
correlation and survey of soils in Alaska.

Sincerely,

James F, Drew

Director, Agricultural Experiment Station
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BY THE STATE A F F A IR S COMMITTEE BY REQUEST ('of t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  IN  THE SENATE P o l i c y  T a s k  F o r c e )SENATE B I L L  NO. 280IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKATENTH LEGISLATURE -  F I R S T  SE S S IO NA B IL LF o r  an  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "A n  A c t  m a k in g  a  s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  t h e  D e p a r t ­m ent o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  d i v i s i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  t of u n d  s t a t e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o o p e r a t i v e  S o i l  S u r v e y ;  an d p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
*  S e c t i o n  1 . The sum o f  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  fr o m  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d  tot h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  d i v i s i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  f u n d i n g  s t a t e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o o p e r a t i v e  S o i l  S u r v e y .*  S e c .  2 .  The u n e x p e n d e d  an d u n o b l i g a t e d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  l a p s e s  i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d  on J u n e  3 0 , 1978.*  S e c .  3 .  T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1 ,  1977.
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I, the undersigned, an employee of the State of Alaska, do hereby certify 

that the microfilm images on this microform are accurate reproductions 

of the original records of the State of Alaska as accumulated during the 

regular course of business, and that it is th<) established policy and practice 

of this State to microfilm its records and to dispose of the original records 

after microfilm reproductions have been made.

Date



T H E  LEGISLATURE O F  T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A
T E N T H  LEGISLATURE

FISCAL NOT E

S en a te  B i l l  No. 2 8 1
R E Q U E S T  
B i l l /Reso lu t ion  N o . .
T it le  An Act r e in L ln f t  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l o a n s  u n d e r  th e  A la s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Loan A c t :  
Requested b\S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l n ________________________________________________ Date 3 / 2 3 / 7 7

p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an o f f e r  H y p  d a t e

I I .  F IS C A L  D ETA IL  
Agency Affected _
Program Category Affccted_

D epa r tm en t  o f  Revenue

Budget Request Unit (s ) A ffected_

E X P E N D IT U R E S (Thousands o f  Do l la rs )

F Y  77 F Y  7 8 F Y  79 F Y  80 F Y  81 F Y  82
t o o  PERSO N A ! SERV ICES
2 0 0  T R A V E I
3 0 0  C O N T R A C T U A L
4 0 0  COM M OD IT IES
5 0 0  EO IJ IPM FNT
6 0 0  LA N D  <fi S T R U C T U R E S
7 0 0  G RA N TS .  CLA IM S ETC.
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IN THE SENATE BY KERTTULA

SENATE BILL NO. 281 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to agricultural loans under the Alaska

Agricultural Loan Act; and providing for an effective 

date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 03.10.030(a) is amended to read:

(a) A farm development loan may not exceed $250,000 [$200,000].

The mortgage which secures a farm development loan may be of any prior­

ity if the total indebtedness on the real estate, including the secured 

farm development loan, does not exceed $250,000 [$200,000]. A farm 

development loan which, if granted, would raise the existing indebted­

ness on the real estate above $250,000 [$200,000], or a farm development 

loan on real estate which has a prior existing indebtedness of $250,000 

[$200,000] or more, may be made only if all prior mortgagees agree to 

subordinate their mortgages to that of the state for the amount of the

farm development loan which exceeds the $250,000 [$200,000] indebtedness

limit on the real estate. A loan may not run longer than 30 years nor 

bear interest exceeding six per cent, and it shall be secured by a real 

estate or chattel mortgage, or both.

* Sec. 2. AS 03.10.040 is amended to read:

Sec. 03.10,040. CREATION OF FUND. There is created an agricul­

tural revolving loan fund within the general fund [WHICH SHALL NOT 

EXCEED $5,000,000] to carry out the purpose of this chapter. The 

appropriate state department or agency shall disburse five per cent of 

the income of the fund created under art. IX, sec. 15. Constitution of

Introduced: 3/23/77
Referred: Resources and

Finance

-1- SB 281



the State of Alaska for deposit in the agricultural revolving loan fund

until that fund reaches $20,000,000 at which time disbursement of the

income shall be suspended. The disbursements shall be resumed when the

agricultural revolving loan fund is reduced below $10,000,000 and shall

continue until the agricultural revolving loan fund again reaches

$20,000,000. All sums repaid on loans granted under this chapter shall

be deposited in the agricultural revolving loan fund and included in

calculating the balance.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect July 1, 1978.



Original sponsor: Kerttula Offered: 6/6/78
Referred: Rules

IN THE SENATE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 281

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to agricultural loans under the Alaska

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 03.10.030(a) is amended to read:

(a) A farm development loan may not exceed $500,000 [$200,000].

The mortgage which secures a farm development loan may be of any prior­

ity if the total indebtedness on the real estate, including the secured 

farm development loan, does not exceed $500,000 [$200,000]. A  farm 

development loan which, if granted, would raise the existing indebted­

ness on the real estate above $500,000 [$200,000], or a farm development 

loan on real estate which has a prior existing indebtedness of $500,000 

[$200,000] or more, may be made only if all prior mortgagees agree to 

subordinate their mortgages to that of the state for the amount of the

farm development loan which exceeds the $500,000 [$200,000] indebtedness

limit on the real estate. A loan may not run longer than 30 years nor 

bear interest exceeding six per cent, and it shall be secured by a real 

estate or chattel mortgage, or both.

* Sec. 2. AS 03.10.030(b) is amended to read:

(b) Except for loans for irrigation systems as provided in this 

subsection, a chattel loan may not exceed $300,000 [$100,000] for each 

farm unit and may not run longer than seven years or the useful life of 

the chattel if more than seven years. It may not bear interest exceed­

ing six per cent. It shall be secured by a real estate or chattel mort-

Agricultural Loan Act; and providing for an effective 

date."

-1- CSSB 281
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gage, or both. Loans and the real estate and chattel mortgage security 

on them for irrigation systems may be in amounts and for terms as 

determined by the commissioner.

* Sec. 3. AS 03.10.030(c) iB amended to read:

(c) A  short term loan, to be amortized within one year, not to 

exceed $100,000 [$25,000] to any one borrower may be made for operating 

purposes.

* Sec. 4. AS 03.10.040 is amended to read:

Sec. 03.10.040. CREATION OF FUND. There is an agricultural re­

volving loan fund which shall not exceed $10,000,000 [$5,000,000] to 

carry out the purpose of this chapter.

* Sec. 5. This Act takes effect July 1, 1978.
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C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T  

H O U S E

FURTHER:_________

Date:  _____________
Mr. Speaker:
The Committee on ___FINANCE___________has had CSSB 281__"An Act relating to agricultural loans under the Alaska Agricultural Loan Act; eff. date."
under consideration and (a majority of the committee) (the committee 
reports it back as follows)
( ) recommends it do pass ( ) recommends it do not pass
( ) recommends it do pass with attached amendment(s)
( ) recommends it be replaced with CS for ______________

and________________ ( ) new title ( ) same title
( ) AND attaches a Letter of Intent ( ) New Fiscal Note
( ) reports it back without recommendation
( ) and recommends it be referred to the ________ Committee
MEMBERS SIGHING DO PASS: OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

6 / 9 / 7 8

H 60 (rev. 6/77)
C h a i r m a n
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C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T  

H O U S E

FURTHER: FINANCE

Mr. Speaker:
The Committee on RESOURCES

Date: Vj 
/
has had CSSB 281"An Act relating to agricultural loans under the Alaska Agricultural Loan Act; eff. date."

under consideration and (a majority of the committee) -4&he—e«mm*i‘fc-tie>e.» 
reports ̂iL̂ba.ck̂as'-̂oL-l'-ews)
(̂ ) recommends it do pass ( ) recommends it do not pass
( ) recommends it do pass with attached amendment(s)
( ) recommends it be replaced with CS for ______________

and ________________ ( ) new title ( ) same title
( ) AND attaches a Letter of Intent ( ) New Fiscal Note
( ) reports it back without recommendation 
( ) and recommends it be referred to the Committee
MEMBERS SIGNING DO PASS:

uA M X 111 'iiA ,Qf< P ̂  
U M :

OTHER REC£MMENDATIONS



the chatte l i f  more than seven years. I t  way not bear in te rest exceed­
ing s ix  per cent. I t  sh a ll be secured by a rea l estate or chatte l morfc

VUTTK COPY W  CSSB 281 Ml,essca* • •» ■ •. | ' • .
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O rig ina l sponsor: Kerttu la 6/6/7^, 
Referred: Rules

Hi THE SENATE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

CS FOR SENATE BILL HO. 281 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act en titled: "An Act re la tin g  to ag ricu ltu ra l loans under the Alaska

A g ricu ltu ra l Loan Act; and providing fo r an e ffe ctive  
date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 03.10.030(a) is  amended to read:

(a) A farm development loan may not exceed $500,000 [$200,000].

The mortgage which secures a farm development loan may be o f any p rio r­

ity  i f  the to ta l indebtedness on the rea l estate, including the secured 

farm development loan, does not exceed $500,000 [$200,000]. A farm 

development loan which, i f  granted, would ra ise  the ex isting  indebted­

ness on the rea l estate above $500,000 [$200,000], or a farm development 

loan on rea l estate which has a p rio r ex isting  indebtedness o f $500,000 

[$200,000] or more, may be made only i f  a ll p rio r mortgagees agree to 

subordinate th e ir mortgages to that o f the state fo r the amount o f the

farm development loan which exceeds the $500,000 [$200,000] indebtedness

lim it on the rea l estate. A loan may not run longer than 30 years nor 

bear in terest exceeding s ix  per cent, and i t  sh a ll be secured by a rea l 

estate or chatte l mortgage, or both.

* Sec. 2. AS 03.10.030(b) is  amended to read:

(b) Except fo r loans fo r irr ig a tio n  systems as provided in  th is 

subsection, a chatte l loan may not exceed $300,000 [$100,000] fo r each 

farm un it and way not run longer than seven years or the usefu l l if e  o f
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gage, or both. Loans and the rea l estate and chatte l mortgage security

*!«vVon them fo r irr ig a tio n  systems may be in  amounts and fo r terms aa 

determined by the commissioner.

* Sec. 3. AS 03.10.030(c) is  amended to read:

(c) A short term loan, to be amortized w ith in one year, not to 

excee<* $100»000 [$25,000] to any one borrower nay be made fo r operating 
purposes.

* Sec. 4, AS 03.10.040 is  amended to read:

Sec. 03.10.040. CREATION OF FUND. There is  an ag ricu ltu ra l re­

volving loan fund which sh a ll not exceed $10,000,000 [$5,000,000] to 

carry out the purpose o f th is  chapter.

* Sec. 5. This Act takes e ffe ct Ju ly  1, 1978.
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FISCAL N O T E

I. R E Q U E S T
Bill/Resolution No. Senate Bill No. 281 providing for an effective date
Title An Act relating to agricultural loans under the Alaska Agricultural Loan Act: and / 
Requested bvSenator Kerttula___________________________________________Date 3/23/77_____________

II. FISCAL D E T A I L
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F U L L  T I M E -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

P A R T  T I M E
T E M P O R A R Y

III. A N A L Y S I S  (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)

The Department of Revenue strongly opposes using the income from the 
Permanent Fund in any State loan programs at the present time. We do 
not feel we should start spending the income at all until further 
research has been completed.

IV. D A T E  April 8, 1977________ P R E P A R E D  B Y  Jim Ed^ s0"  ̂^
A G E N C Y  ________ Treasury Management

Original: Legislative Finance P H O N E  __________ 465-23^ 0 __________

cc: Budget and Management
Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

33-001 (Rev. 10/76)



%  S T A T E

j  , of A L A S K A

TO:.r DATE: April 1, 1977
Jim Edenso
Deputy Commissioner

Department of Revenue
FilENO:

TELEPHONE NO:

FROM:
Richard E. Alexander (/*&' 
State Investment Officer

SUBJECT:
Senate Bill 281 - Agricultural Loans

Department of Revenue

This bill raises the loan limit from $200,000 to $250,000. The 
revolving loan fund limit of $5,000,000 is removed. Five per cent of 
the income from the fund shall be invested in loans until the fund 
reaches $20,000,000, at which time no more income shall be invested 
until the fund is reduced below $10,000,000.

The 5 per cent income they want to use is income earned on the 
Permanent Fund, and it appears they would use $15,000,000 to start. 
This would be the first cut in the pie.

I will do the Fiscal Note if you advise me what your comments 
are to be.

R E A :ge
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Introduced: 3/23/77
Referred: Resources and

Finance

IN THE SENATE BY KERTTULA

SENATE BILL NO. 281 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to agricultural loans under the Alaska

Agricultural Loan Act; and providing for an effective 

date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 03.10.030(a) is amended to read:

(a) A  farm development loan may not exceed $250,000 [$200,000].

The mortgage which secures a farm development loan may be of any prior­

ity if the total indebtedness on the real estate, including the secured 

farm development loan, does not exceed $250,000 [$200,000]. A  farm 

development loan which, if granted, would raise the existing indebted­

ness on the real estate above $250,000 [$200,000], or a farm development 

loan on real estate which has a prior existing indebtedness of $250,000 

[$200,000] or more, may be made only if all prior mortgagees agree to 

subordinate their mortgages to that of the state for the amount of the

farm development loan which exceeds the $250,000 [$200,000] indebtedness

limit on the real estate. A  loan may not run longer than 30 years nor 

bear interest exceeding six per cent, and it shall be secured by a real 

estate or chattel mortgage, or both.

* Sec. 2. AS 03.10.060 is amended to read:

Sec. 03.10.060. CREATION OF FUND. There is created an agricul­

tural revolving loan fund within the general fund [WHICH SHALL NOT 

EXCEED $5,000,000] to carry out the purpose of this chapter. The 

appropriate state department or agency shall disburse five per cent of 

the income of the fund created under art. IX, sec. 15, Constitution of

-1- SB 281



the State of Alaska for deposit in the agricultural revolving loan fund

until that fund reaches $20,000,000 at which time disbursement of the 

income shall be suspended. The disbursements shall be resumed when the 

agricultural revolving loan fund is reduced below $10,000,000 and shall 

continue until the agricultural revolving loan fund again reaches 

$20,000,000. All sums repaid on loans granted under this chapter shall 

be deposited in the agricultural revolving loan fund and included in 

calculating the balance.

Sec. 3. This Act takes effect July 1, 1978.



3/31/77 M C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

S E N A T E

J u n e  : Date
Mr. President
The Committee on FINANCE lias hacjagricultural loans nnaer Aiask Argoxul cur?j.i. Loan Act “ SB 281
under consideration. A majority of the members of the Committee
7x7 recommends it do pass
7x7. recommends it do not pass
/ / recommends it do pass with attached amendment(s)
/ / recommends it be replaced with CS for ___ .

CS for
and that

do pass
/ / (and) recommends it be referred to the 

committee
7~7 reports it back without recommendation

MEMBERS NOT CONCURRING IN THE MAJORITY REPORT:
_____________  recommends: _____
_____________  recommends: _____

recommends:

S. 60

/ / AND attaches a report of its intent 
7~7 (other)
MEMBERS SIGNING THE MAJORITY REPORT: M . .V / 7 - /'i H ■yy : • -\j

xX c Af'kx:.. '• " ; i .!£• ' / .7;
X .-v •... 1 /... ■ ' ' , f : *r'T"” '

C h a i r m a n
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C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T  

S E N A T E

i

Mr. President:
The Committee on r iNAdU-. has had ^L

g r i c u l t u r a l  lo r n  a wna& r aiaat-: \argrn.cui ouirai L o a n  -Ac^under consideration. A majority of the members of the Committee
/ / recommends it do pass
/ / recommends it do not pass
/ / recommends it do pass with attached amendment(s)
/ / recommends it be replaced with CS for ____________  and that

CS for __________  do pass
/ / (and) recommends it be referred to the ________________

committee
CJ reports it back without recommendation 
/ / AND attaches a report of its intent
/~7 (other) __________________________________
MEMBERS SIGNING THE MAJORITY REPORT:

'S' x • % ’ ( f .

_________________ S ____________________ D a  t e

> ’ V i

, S .  !,.•

t

'(

MEMBERS NOT CONCURRING IN THE MAJORITY REPORT:
_____________  recommends: _____
_____________  recommends: _____

recommends:

C h a i r m a n



O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  K e r t t u l a

IN THE SENATE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 281 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
TENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to agricultural loans under the Alaska

Agricultural Loan Act; and providing for an effective 
date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 03.10.030(a) is amended to read:

(a) A farm development loan may not exceed $500,000 [$200,000].
The mortgage which secures a farm development loan may be of any prior­
ity if the total indebtedness on the real estate, including the secured 
farm development loan, does not exceed $500,000 [$200,000]. A farm 
development loan which, if granted, would raise the existing indebted­
ness on the real estate above $500,000 [$200,000], or a farm development 
loan on real estate which has a prior existing indebtedness of $500,000 
[$200,000] or more, may be made only if all prior mortgagees agree to 
subordinate their mortgages to that of the state for the amount of the
farm development loan which exceeds the $500,000 [$200,000] indebtedness
limit on the real estate. A loan may not run longer than 30 years nor 
bear interest exceeding six per cent, and it shall be secured by a real 
estate or chattel mortgage, or both.

* Sec. 2. AS 03.10.030(b) is amended to read:
i(b) Except for loans for irrigation systems as provided in this 

subsection, a chattel loan may not exceed $300,000 [$100,000] for each 
farm unit and may not run longer than seven years or the useful life of i

tthe chattel if more than seven years. It may not bear interest exceed- j
|ing six per cent. It shall be secured by a real estate or chattel mort-

-1- CSSB 281



gage, or both. Loans and the real estate and chattel mortgage security 
on them for irrigation systems may be in amounts and for terms as 
determined by the commissioner.

* Sec. 3. AS 03.10.030(c) is amended to read:
(c) A short term loan, to be amortized within one year, not to 

exceed $100,000 [$25,000] to any one borrower may be made for operating 
purposes.

* Sec. 4. AS 03.10.040 is amended to read:
Sec. 03.10.040. CREATION OF FUND. There is an agricultural re­

volving loan fund which shall not exceed $10,000,000 [$5,000,000] to 
carry out the purpose of this chapter.

* Sec. 5. This Act takes effect July 1, 1978.
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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  K e r t t u i a

IN THE SENATE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 281

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to agricultural loans under the Alaska

Agricultural Loan Act; and providing for an effective 

date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 03.10.030(a) is amended to read:

(a) A farm development loan may not exceed $300,000 [$200,000].

The mortgage which secures a farm development loan may be of any prior­

ity if the total indebtedness on the real estate, including the secured 

farm development loan, does not exceed $300,000 [$200,000]. A farm 

development loan which, if granted, would raise the existing indebted­

ness on the real estate above $300,000 [$200,000], or a farm development 

loan on real estate which has a prior existing indebtedness of $300,000 

[$200,000] or more, may be made only if all prior mortgagees agree to 

subordinate their mortgages to that of the state for the amount of the

farm development loan which exceeds the $300,000 [$200,000] indebtedness

limit on the real estate. A loan may not run longer than 30 years nor 

bear interest exceeding six per cent, and it shall be secured by a real
i

estate or chattel mortgage, or both.

* Sec. 2. AS 03.10.040 is amended to read:

Sec. 03.10.040. CREATION OF FUND. There is an agricultural re­

volving loan fund which shall not exceed $10,000,000 [$5,000,000] to 

carry out the purpose of this chapter.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect July 1, 1978.
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J a n u a r y  13, 1 9 7 3

Senator John C. Sackett Alaska State Senate
Dear John:

Thank you for your letter of January 12 concerning the funding of SB 279 and 281.
In regards to SB 279, I think perhaps we have another priority at this time for the Renewable Resources Development Fund, however, I do think that the fund would be a fine source for the Alaska Agricultural Loan Act (SB 281).

Very sincerely yours,

Jalmar Kerttula



Official Business

Jdaska Ji>iaie
S e n a t e

Comm ittee on 3\nm ce

January 12, 1978

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Senator Jalmar Kerttula 
Alaska State Senate

Dear Jay:

There are two bills currently in the Senate 

Finance Committee dealing with agricultural development:
SB 279 and SB 281. These bills would make funds available 
for agricultural development from the General Fund.

Would you be interested in having these bills 
re-written to make funds available from the Alaska 

Renewable Resources Development Fund? This would seem 
to be an appropriate use of that fund.

Please let me know what you Lhink.

Thank you.

JCS/bvh



Alaska jiia le  ^gtslaturt
S e n a t e

O ffice o f ik e  M a jo r ity  Leader

Official Business

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

January 13, 1978
Senator John C. Sackett Alaska State Senate
Dear John:

Thank you for your letter of January 12 concerning the funding of SB 279 and 281.
In regards to SB 279, I think perhaps we have another priority at this time for the Renewable Resources Development Fund. However, I do think that the fund would be a fine source for the Alaska Agricultural Loan Act (SB 281).
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Senator Jaltnar Kcrttula 
Alaska State Senate

Dear Jay:

There are two bill3 currently in the Senate 
Finance Committee dealing with agricultural development:
SB 279 and SB 281. These bills would make funds available 
for agricultural development from the General Fund.

Would you be interested in having these bills 
re-written to make funds available from the Alaska 
Renewable Resources Development Fund? This would seem 
to be an appropriate use of that fund.

Please let. me know what you think.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

John C. Sackett

JCS/bvh
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J a n u a r y  17, 1 9 7 8

M i l  DIVISION
POUCH W—ALASKA OFFICE BCILDIIIG

FIHAHCE DIVISION 
POUCH Wf-SJATF CAPIIQL

M E M O R A N D U M  

TO:

FROM:

RE

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E r n i e  H a u g e n  
H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

R o b e r t  L . G r o g a n  
F i s c a l  A n a l y s t
L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  D i v i s i o n  

R e n e w a b l e  R e s o u r c e s  F u n d

In r e s p o n s e  to y o u r  r e q u e s t  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  

t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  FY 79 p r o p o s e d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  f r o m  t h e  R e n e w a b l e  
R e s o u r c e s  f u n d ,  I a m  s u b m i t t i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a n a l y s i s :

HB 627 FY 79 G O V E R N O R ' S  B U D G E T  B I L L

O p e r a t i n g  B u d g e t :

$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  t o u r i s m  p r o j e c t s  

7 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  f i s h e r i e s  e n h a n c e m e n t  g r a n t s  - 

$ 8 0 0 , 0 0 0  T O T A L  

C a p i t a l  B u d g e t :

$ 2 , 0 2 7 , 4 0 0  L a n d  S u r v e y i n g  ( D e l t a )

1 , 4 7 9 , 7 0 0  F i s h  & G a m e  p r o j e c t s  

4 7 0 , 0 0 0  A l a s k a  P o w e r  A u t h o r i t y  

2 0 0 , 0 0 6  A g r i c u l t u r e  L o a n s  

$ 4 , 1 7 7 , 1 0 0  T O T A L





Introduced: 3/23/77
Referred: Resources and

Finance

1 IN THE SENATE BY KERTTULA

2 SENATE BILL NO. 281

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TENTH LEGISLATURE - FIFST SESSION 

A BILL

i> For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to agricultural loans under the Alaska

' Agricultural Loan Act; and providing for an effective

B date."

0 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * Section 1. AS 03.10.030(a) is amended to read:

11 (a) A farm development loan may not exceed $250,000 [$200,000],

12 The mortgage which secures a farm development loan may be of any prior-

13 ity if the total indebtedness on the real estate, including the secured

14 farm development loan, does not exceed $250,000 [$200,000], A farm

15 development loan which, if granted, would raise the existing indebtea-

io ness on the real estate above $250,000 [$200,000], or a farm development

■./ loan on real estate which has a prior existing indebtedness of $250,000

in [$200,000] or more, may be made only if all prior mortgagees agree to

hi subordinate their mortgages to that of the state for the amount of the

20 farm development loan which exceeds the $250,000 [$200,000] indebtedness

?i limit on the real estate. A loan may not run longer than 30 years nor

22 bear interest exceeding six per cent, and it shall be secured by a real

23 estate or chattel mortgage, or both.

24 * Sec. 2. AS 03.10.040 is amended to read:

2b Sec. 03.10.040. CREATION OF FUND. There is created an agricul-

20 cural revolving loan fund within the general fund [WHICH SHALL NOT

27 EXCEED $5,000,000] to carry out the purpose of this chapter. The

28 appropriate state department or agency shall disburse five per cent of

29 the income of the fund created under art. IX, sec. 15, Constitution of

-1- SB 281



the State of Alaska for deposit in the agricultural revolving loan fund

until that fund reaches $20,000,000 at which time disbursement of the 

income shall be suspended. The disbursements shall be resumed when the 

agricultural revolving loan fund is reduced below $10,000,000 and shall 

continue until the agricultural revolving loan fund again reaches 

$20,000,000. All sums repaid on loans granted under this chapter shall 

be deposited in the agricultural revolving loan fund and included in 

calculating the balance.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect July 1, 1978.

SB 281
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I, the undersigned, an employee of the State of Alaska, do hereby certify 

that the microfilm images on this microform are accurate reproductions 

of the original records of the State of Alaska as accumulated during the 

regular course of business, and that it is the established policy and practice 

of this State to microfilm its records and to dispose of the original records 

after microfilm reproductions have been made.
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C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T  

S E N A T E

D a t e

Mr. President:
The Committee on FINANCE    has had SB 284____special appropriation to the Dept, of Revenue for study of pipeline to transpor-under consideration. A majority of the members of the Committee royalty ga
/ / recommends it do pass
/ / recommends it do not pass
/ / recommends it do pass with attached amendment(s)
/~7 recommends it be replaced with CS for ____________  and that

CS for___________do pass
/ / (and) recommends it be referred to the ________________

committee
/~~7 roports it back without recommendation 
/~7 AND attaches a report of its intent
/~~7 (other) ____________________________
MEMBERS SIGNING THE MAJORITY REPORT:

MEMBERS NOT CONCURRING IN THE MAJORITY REPORT:
_____________  recommends: _____
_____________  recommends: _____

recommends:

S 60
C h a i r m a n
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C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T  

SENATÊ — ^
/ ^ F i n a n c e  )

D a t e

Mr. President:
The Committee on Resources  ̂    has hac*  ̂ 8̂4_spec, appropriation to Dept ojj-̂evenub. for study of pipeline to transport royaltyunder consideration̂ ftmajority of the members of the Committee gas

-r e c o mmendfe~Û
/ / recommends it do not pass
/_/ recommends î/do pass with attached amendment(s)
/V recommend it be replaced with CS for

CS/for do pass
/ //Tand) recommends it be referred to the 

committee
r j  reports it back without recommendation 
/~7 AND attaches a report of its intent 
A7 (other)
MEMBERS SIGNING THE MAJORITY REPORT:

and that

,[ * & / f i t  P A P  ...........

/ y  o
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Introduced: 3/24/77 Referred: Resources and Finance

IN THE SENATE B Y  C O L L E T T A  A N D  H U B E R

SENATE BILL NO, 284

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act en titled : "An Act making a specia l appropriation to the Depart-
‘ T*

ment o f Revenue fo r a study o f a p ipe line  to transport
, . . . . .

state-owned roya lty gas; and providing fo r an e ffe ctive  

date,”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
• • ■ ■ , ‘ • •* ■ ■ • • »•,   ’ - . • i

* Section 1. The sum o f $150,000 is  appropriated from the general fund 

to the Department o f Revenue to conduct a study o f the fe a s ib ility  and pro- 

f it a b ilit y  o f a p ipe lin e  from Prudhoe Bay to tidewater in  southern Alaska fo r 

transportation o f state-owned royalty gas.
* Sec. 2. The unexpended and unobligated portion o f th is appropriation 

lapses in to the general fund June 30, 1978.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes e ffe ct immediately in  accordance w ith AS 01.10.- 

070(c).
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Signed by President 
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Chapter No
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
I E  .. Legislature .TT& SI. Session

SENATE . .^XLL.....................  NO. . . .2 8 4 .

By C O T . L E T T A ....................

" An Act making a special apprc priation to the Department of Revenue for a study of a pipe­line to transport state-owned royalty gas; and providing for an effective date.,:

HISTORY IN THE SENATE
Read first time and referred 
to Committee on

T s o u r c a a n l. *•' i w a n c e
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Nays Nays
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Introduced: 3/24/77
Referred: Resources and Finance

IN THE SENATE BY COLLETTA AND HUBER

SENATE BILL NO. 284 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act making a special appropriation to the Depart­

ment of Revenue for a study of a pipeline to transport 

state-owned royalty gas; and providing for an effective 

date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $150,000 is appropriated from the general fund 

to the Department of Revenue to conduct a study of the feasibility and pro­

fitability of a pipeline from Prudhoe Bay to tidewater in southern Alaska for 

transportation of state-owned royalty gas.

* Sec. 2. The unexpended and unobligated portion of this appropriation 

lapses into the general fund June 30, 1978.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.10.- 

070(c).

-1- SB 284
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I, the undersigned, an employee of the State of Alaska, do hereby certify 

that the microfilm images on this microform are accurate reproductions 

of the original records of the State of Alaska as accumulated during the 

regular course of business, and that it is the established policy and practice 

of this State to microfilm its records and to dispose of the original records 

after microfilm reproductions have been made.
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C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T  

S E N A T E

The Committee on ____ FINANCE_________  has had SB_285___inquiries into deathunder consideration. A majority of the members of the Committee
/ / recommends it do pass
/_/ recommends it do not pass
/ / recommends it do pass with attached amendment(s)
/ / recommends it be replaced with CS for ____________  and that

CS for __________  do pass
/ / (and) recommends it be referred to the ________________

committee
/~7 reports it back without recommendation 
/ / AND attaches a report of its intent
/ / (other)________________________________
MEMBERS SIGNING THE MAJORITY REPORT:

_____________________________________________D a t e

Mr. P r e s i d e n t :

MEMBERS NOT CONCURRING IN THE MAJORITY REPORT:
_____________  recommends: _____
_____________  recommends: _____

recommends:

C h a i r m a n



S E N A T E3/24/77 (̂ Finance

Mr. President
S '  \ Q  - " 9  D a t e

The Committee on Judiciary___________  has had SB 285iries into deathunder consideration. A majority of the members of the Committee
o  recommends it do pass
/ / recommends it do not pass
/~7 recommends it do pass with attached amendment(s)
/ / recommends it be replaced with CS for_____________and that

CS for __________  do pass
/_/ (and) recommends it be referred to the ________________

committee
\ - r -//\/ reports it back with«*0& recommendation̂
/~7 AND attaches a report of its intent
/~7 (other) __________________________________
MEMBERS SIGNING THE MAJORITY REPORT:

/ /
^  k i r t C  „

A / o  J ? c c

2 > o  7 > f i ) s S

•*>

MEMBERS NOT CONCURRING IN THE MAJORITY REPORT:
recommends:
recommends: 
recommends

C h a i r m a n
S 60
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latroduced: 3/24/77Referred: Judiciary and Finance

IN THE SENATE
BY CROFT, RODEY, COLLETTA, TILLION MD HUBER

SENATE BILL NO. WJ 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
 ̂' ' ‘ 1 ;

TENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
. • . -' 9 ’.

A BILL
■ ' '' • •; -a . . -..'-A'

For an Act en titled : "An Act re la tin g  to in qu irie s in to  deaths, the public

adm inistration o f the estate® o f deceased persons, and

estab lish ing the o ffic e  o f state medical examiner; and

providing fo r an e ffe ctive  date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE. OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 18 Is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

CHAPTER 52. STATE MEDICAL EXAMINER.

Sec. 18.52.010. OFFICE OF STATE MEDICAL EXAMINER. There is
'• '* • .

established in  the Department o f Pub lic Safety the o ffic e  o f state 

medical examiner. The o ffic e  sh a ll be funded by appropriations to the 

department.

Sec. 18.52.020. ALASKA MEDICAL EXAMINER COMMISSION. There is  

established in  the Department o f Pub lic Safety the Alaska Medical 

Examiner Commission. The members o f the commission sh a ll be the 

attorney general or h is designee, the commissioner o f health and so c ia l 

services or h is  designee, the commissioner o f pub lic safety or h is 

designee, the pub lic defender or h is designee, and a member o f the State 

Medical Board established under AS 08.64.010, to he designated by that 

board.

Sec. 18.52.025. MEMBERSHIP, POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMISSION, (a) 

The commissioner o f pub lic safety or h is designee sh a ll be the chairman 
o f the commission. Three members o f the commission constitute a quorum. 
The commission sh a ll meet at least annually and at the request o f the

• • o ...... ..v ■ <"
state medical examiner or the chairman..... . . .  , .
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(b) The commission sh a ll appoint the state medical examiner in  

accordance w ith the provisions o f sec. 30 o f th is  chapter. The commis­

sion sh a ll estab lish  the p o lic ie s  o f the o ffic e  o f state medical ex­

aminer and, a fte r consulting w ith the state medical examiner, adopt 

regulations to implement the provisions o f th is  chapter In accordance 

w ith the Adm inistrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62).

Sec. 18.52.030. APPOINTMENT AND QUALIFICATIONS OF STATE MEDICAL 

EXAMINER, (a) The state medical examiner sh a ll be appointed by and 

serve at the pleasure o f the commission. He sh a ll be the p rin c ip a l 

executive o f the o ffic e  and serve as executive d irecto r o f the commis­

sion.

(b) The state medical examiner sh a ll be a physician licensed to 

practice  medicine in  th is  state and c e rtifie d  by the American Board o f 

Pathology in  forensic pathology. I f  a licensed physician w ith forensic 

c e rtific a tio n  Is not ava ilab le  fo r appointment, the commission may 
appoint a licensed physician c e rtifie d  by the American Board o f Pathology 

in  anatomic and c lin ic a l pathology and e lig ib le  fo r c e rtific a tio n  in  

forensic pathology.

(c) The state medical examiner sh a ll be an exempt employee under 

AS 39.25.110. He may not engage in  the private practice o f medicine 

during h is tenure o f o ffic e .

Sec. 18.52.035. APPOINTMENT AND QUALIFICATIONS OF ASSOCIATE AND 

ASSISTANT MEDICAL EXAMINERS, (a) The state medical examiner may appoint 

associate and assistant medical examiners necessary to carry out the 

provisions o f th is



1  .
m  ■ . ?  : ■ ■■ " l

- -  ■ ' —
1

1 *

B̂ '
f  '• • . . ' • • • •  • .• . 4. . " . •

• I . • •

" : ' ‘ " .

•'. - . • ' ■ ;  ' .■!
.

1 (c) An assistant medical examiner shall possess such qualifications
2 as may be prescribed by the state medical examiner. The state medical
3 examiner may, with the approval of the administrative director of the
4 court system, appoint magistrates as assistant medical examiners, and

1  5 may, with the approval of the agency involved, appoint state or local law
V'l' ■ . • '. "*” *.» .* ,|| 6 *- •* ’ • • . "* ". ■ ’ ' ' . • ’ .' ■ enforcement officers as assistant medical examiners.

I 7 Sec. 18.52.040. POWERS AND DUTIES OF STATE MEDICAL EXAMINER AND
I & ASSOCIATE AND ASSISTANT MEDICAL EXAMINERS, (a) The state medical
I 9 examiner shall
p 10 (1) file and maintain reports on all deaths requiring inves­
1 11 tigation under this chapter;
$ 12 (2) approve and provide for facilities and laboratories to
I 13 be used in investigations under this chapter;
| 14 (3) conduct death investigation training programs for associ­
1 15 ate and assistant medical examiners and for law enforcement personnel;
I 16 (4) establish uniform forensic autopsy and medico-legal
H 17 death investigation procedures;
9  18

(5) certify or provide for the certification through an
S 19 associate medical examiner of the cause and manner of a death requiring
l| 20 investigation under this chapter;
1 21 ( 6 )  maintain a list oi active associate and assistant medical
1 22 examiners;

23 (7) provide statistical information to interested governmental
ti 24 agencies;
1 25 (8) submit an annual report to the commission detailing the
S 26 activities and accomplishments of the office in the preceding year as
S 27 well as a cost analysis of the office; and
1 28 (9) report to the chairman of the commission at the chairman’s
’I 2R. request and as necessary concerning the administrative operations of the
B̂I■
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commission.
• •' ..7 2 :

(b) The state medical examiner may
S' . | >1 ' " '

(1) perform or d ire ct the performance o f an autopsy in  any
'.. ’ \ ’ ’ ..

death requ iring investigation  under th is  chapter;

(2) perform or d ire ct the performance o f necessary chemical
. • • ’ * i

i '  . r. v. . . . .
and to x lco log lca l examinations in  any death requiring investigation  under 

th is  chapter;

(3) amend a previously completed death c e rtific a te  in  a death 

requ iring investigation  under th is  chapter;

(4) order a body exhumed in  a death requiring investigation  

under th is  chapter;

(5) request the assistance o f law enforcement personnel in  

carrying out the provisions o f th is  chapter;

(6) appoint or h ire  s ta ff, including techn ical, professional 

or c le r ic a l personnel, necessary fo r the adm inistration o f th is  chapter;

(7) obtain necessary techn ical or professional services on a 

contractual basis;

(8) take possession or exercise control o f the body and 

e ffe cts o f a deceased and any weapons, Instruments, veh icles, bu ild ings, 

premises or any other thing which he has reason to believe would a ss ist 

in  a determination o f the cause and manner o f death; and

(9) issue subpoenas, adm inister oaths and take statements in  

furtherance o f a determ ination o f the cause and manner o f a death re-

U U U C J U  U U J . O  f C k ^J  U t i .  .

sh a ll, at the d irection  o f the 

w ith sec. 70 o f th is



requiring investigation  under th is  chapter; and

(3) perform such other re lated duties as may be required by 

the state medical examiner.

(d) An assistant medical examiner sh a ll
. *

(1) immediately n o tify  the state medical examiner o f the

occurrence o f a death requiring investigation  under th is  chapter;
. . .  . . ' , . -  ■

(2) conduct investigations as directed by the state medical

examiner and f i le  a w ritten report o f the investigation  w ith the state 

medical examiner and witlx the d is tr ic t  attorney nearest the place where 

the death occurred; and

(3) perform other duties as directed by the state medical

examiner.

Sec. 18.52.050. DEATHS REQUIRING DETERMINATION AND CERTIFICATION 

OF CAUSE AND MANNER, (a) The o ffic e  o f the state medical examiner 

sh a ll determine and c e rtify  the cause and manner o f any human death 

that a ffects the health and safety o f the pub lic and which

(1) is  apparently hom icidal, su ic id a l, accidental or occurs 

under unknown or suspicious circumstances;

(2) occurs when the deceased was unattended by a physician 

during the 24 hours immediately preceding h is death;

(3) occurs when attended by a physician, i f  the cause and 

manner o f death are unknown or i f  the attending physician is  unable to 

c e rtify  the cause and manner o f death;

(4) is  re lated to a disease which might constitute a threat 

to the pub lic health;

(5) resu lts from the apparent introduction in to the body o f 

any to x ic  substance;
(6) occurs w hile the deceased was an Inmate o f a pub lic In- 

s titu tio n  or in  po lice  custody, except when hosp ita lized  fo r an organic

• r o M w r r t F F  c o m  5 SB 285
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disease at the time o f death;

(7) resu lts from an in d u stria l or occupational in jury; or

(8) occurs in  another ju risd ic tio n  and the body is  brought 

in to  th is  ju risd ic tio n  without proper medical c e rtific a tio n .

(b) The commission may by regulation provide fo r the determination 

and c e rtific a tio n  o f the cause and manner o f any other human death that 

may a ffe c t the health or safety o f the pub lic.

Sec. 18.52.060. NOTIFICATION OF DEATH REQUIRED, (a) Any person 

having knowledge o f a death requiring investigation  under th is  chapter 

sh a ll immediately n o tify  e ither a medical examiner or a state or lo ca l 

law enforcement agency o f the fa ct and location  o f the death.

(b) A state or lo ca l law enforcement agency having knowledge o f a 

death requiring Investigation under th is  chapter sh a ll immediately n o tify  

a medical examiner o f the fa ct and location  o f the death.

Sec. 18.52.070. AUTOPSY, (a) I f  in  the opinion o f the state 

medical examiner an autopsy Is necessary to determine the cause and 

manner o f death, or i f  requested by a prosecuting attorney or an in v e sti­

gating law enforcement agency, an autopsy sh a ll be performed by the state 
medical examiner or an associate medical examiner.

(b) An autopsy under th is  section sh a ll be performed in  accordance 

w ith uniform procedures prescribed by the state medical examiner.

(c) A description o f the find ings and conclusions o f the autopsy 

sh a ll be file d  in  the o ffic e  o f the state medical examiner and w ith the 

o ffic e  o f the d is tr ic t  attorney nearest the place where the death 

occurred.

(d) When an autopsy Is performed under th is  section the state 

medical examiner or associate medical examiner may remove and re ta in  body 
tissues and body flu id s  necessary or advisable fo r s c ie n t ific  purposes.

Sec. 18.52.075. LABORATORIES. The state medical examiner sh a ll
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a laboratory or laboratories su itab ly  equipped w ith medical, 

and otb**"' fa c ilit ie s  fo r performance o f the duties imposed by 

th is  chapter. The laboratory or laboratories may be maintained by con­

tra ct or in  co llaboration w ith the Department o f Pub lic Safety or other 

agencies in  the state which have fa c ilit ie s  that can be u se fu lly  employed 

in  performing duties under th is  chapter.

Sec. 18.52.077. FORENSIC EXAMINATIONS. In any death requiring 

investigation  under th is  chapter forensic examinations may be performed 

by persons other than the state medical examiner. The state medical 

examiner sh a ll provide fo r such forensic examinations as are requested 

by a prosecuting attorney.

Sec. 18.52.080. PRESERVATION OF EVIDENCE AND CREMATION OF BODIES,

(a) In a death requiring investigation , no person may move a human body 

or remove or in  any way disturb any o f the e ffects o f the deceased or 

instruments or weapons related to the death without the permission o f the 

investigating medical examiner, an investigating law enforcement o ffic e r, 

or a prosecuting attorney.

(b) In a death requiring investigation , no person may undress, 

embalm, cleanse the surface o f the body or otherwise a lte r the appearance 

o f the state o f the body without the permission o f the investigating 

medical examiner, an investigating law enforcement o ffic e r, or a pro­

secuting attorney.
(c) In a death requiring investigation , the body may not be cre­

mated unless an autopsy has been performed, or a c e rtific a te  has been 

furnished to the owner or operator o f the crematory by the state medical 

examiner stating that no autopsy is  required.
Sec. 18.52.085. AUTHORITY TO ENTER AND SECURE PREMISES, (a) A 

medical examiner may enter any room, dw elling, bu ild ing  or other place 
in  which he has reasonable cause to believe that a body or other evidence



o f the circumstances o f a death requiring investigation  may be found.

(b) I f  refused entry, he may, but need not i f  exigent circumstances 

e x is t, apply to a judge or magistrate fo r an order to enter the premises, 

search fo r and seize a body or any evidence o f the cause or manner o f 

death. Upon application supported by an a ffid a v it setting  out facts and
nt:‘>

circumstances tending to show that a body or other evidence o f the cause 

and manner o f death is  in  the place to be searched, the judge sh a ll issue 

an order to enter and search and seize.

(c) To preserve evidence, a medical examiner or an investigating 

law enforcement o ffic e r may

(1) place under h is  custody or contro l, or enclose or lock 

any room, dwelling, bu ild ing or other enclosure;
X ■ -1;

(2) rope o ff or otherwise re s tr ic t entry to any open area; and

(3) forb id  the entrance o f any unauthorized person in to  an 

area specified  under (1) or (2) o f th is  subsection.

(d) No person may enter upon any premises, enclosures or other 

areas specified  in  (c) o f th is  section without the permission o f the 

investigating medical examiner or an investigating law enforcement 

o ffic e r.

Sec. 18.52.090. DISPOSITION OF BODY AND PROPERTY, (a) Upon 

id e n tifica tio n  o f a deceased, an investigating  law enforcement agency 

sh a ll promptly attempt to locate a re la tiv e  or a responsible friend  

w illin g  to claim  the body fo r b u ria l.

(b) When a medical examiner c e r t ifie s  the cause and manner o f death 

o f an unknown person, or when a re la tiv e  or friend  is  unw illing to claim  

a body fo r b u ria l w ith in  a reasonable period o f time, and no provision
\ • • • . . .  ' .V i

is  made fo r the body under AS 13.50, the state medical examiner sh a ll 
n o tify  the Department o f Health and Socia l Services which sh a ll cause 
the body to be decently burled or cremated and the remains to be decently
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(c) The investigating law enforcement agency sh a ll take reasonable 

action to prevent the destruction or loss o f property o f a deceased,

Including premises and veh icles, which is  not necessary to re ta in  as
,  - - - ■ . . -

evidence and has not been retained by the medical examiner under secs. 

40(b)(8) and 85(c) and (d) o f th is  chapter, u n til a re la tiv e  or a respon­

s ib le  friend  is  n o tifie d  and assumes re sp o n s ib ility  fo r preserving the 

property. I f  w ith in  48 hours a re la tiv e  or responsible friend  cannot 

be located who w ill assume re sp o n s ib ility  fo r preserving the property, 

a d is tr ic t  judge, magistrate or pub lic adm inistrator sh a ll take custody 

and control o f the property under AS 22.15.110 and 22.15.350.

(d) When property o f a deceased has been retained by the medical 

examiner under sec. 40(b)(8) or 85(c) and (d) o f th is  chapter and is  no 

longer required by the medical examiner, a prosecuting attorney, or an 

investigating law enforcement agency, that property sh a ll be disposed o f 

in  accordance w ith (c) o f th is  section.

Sec. 18.52.100. RECORDS AID) REPORTS, (a) The records and reports 

o f the o ffic e  sh a ll be ava ilab le only to persons having a legitim ate 

in te rest in  them, including member’ s o f the deceased's immediate fam ily 

or th e ir law ful representatives, a physician who treated the deceased 

w ith in  two years preceding death, insurance companies or other e n titie s  

or persons w ith a law ful in terest in  the settlement o f the estate o f 

the deceased, and any governmental agencies including, but not lim ited  

to, prosecuting attorneys and law enforcement agencies, concerned w ith 

the deaths o f persons in  the state.

(b) The state medical examiner may make reports and records o f 

the o ffic e  ava ilab le  to persons engaged in  bona fid e  medical or other 
research i f  a research program has demonstrated that

(1) any threat to ind iv idua l privacy which might be created
..... ' >  ' ‘Ii >' ■ • .... * • \ * , >

-9- SB 285COMMITTEE COPY 
 : s : v .............. ; • • •• •



by the program has been minimized by methods and procedures designed to 
prevent in ju ry  or embarrassment to any ind iv idua l; and

. '■* ’ * * 1 • . r  ̂ .»'• • • *'■ ' “ * . « '-‘i , ■’ . .. . ‘...'S '... . . ,.S>- 1 y.-h, - ! • .1 »:?• * • ;• .v, • • .
« • • ' • •,

(2) i t  w ill be conducted in  a manner that w ill not reveal,
■ ■ * . . * ' ■ , • * r •• V  ." ; . 1 * ■ i - I  . *

d ire c tly  or in d ire c tly , the id en tity  o f any deceased person.

Sec. 18.52.110. DEFINITIONS. In th is  chapter,
* ’ c>

(1) “autopsy11 means an examination o f a body a fte r death 

includ ing an external examination, opening and in terna l examination, and 

the removal o f any specimens necessary to a determination o f the cause 

and manner o f death;

(2) “cause o f death" means the primary or basic disease pro­

cess or in ju ry  ending life ;

(3) “commission" means the Alaska Medical Examiner Commission;

(4) "law enforcement agency" means a pub lic agency which

performs as one o f it s  p rin c ip a l functions a c tiv it ie s  re la tin g  to crime 

prevention, control or reduction, or the enforcement o f the crim inal 

laws o f the state or any o f it s  p o lit ic a l subdivisions or o f the United 

States;

(5) “manner o f death" means the designation o f the probable 

mode o f production o f the cause o f death, including natural, accidental, 

su ic id a l, hom icidal or undetermined;

(6) "medical examiner" means the state medical examiner, 

associate medical examiners and assistant medical examiners;
• fa

(7) "o ffice " means the o ffic e  o f the state medical examiner.

Sec. 2. AS 12.65 is  repealed and re-enacted to read:

CHAPTER 65. INQUESTS.

Sec. 12.65.011. ORDER OF INQUEST, A d is tr ic t  judge or magistrate 

sh a ll, upon app lication  by n prosecuting attorney, order an inquest in to 
the cause o f a death requiring investigations under AS 18.52.

Sec. 12.65.021. SUMMONING JURORS FOR INQUEST. I f  an inquest is  
SB 285 -10-
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ordered, the d is tr ic t  judge or magistrate sh a ll summon, s ix  persons
• . v 1*' . ’■* • - * * • *, * . . ' * U '' , . /V, ... 4

q u a lifie d  by law to serve as jurors to appear at a specified  place to 

inqu ire in to  the cause and manner o f the death.

Sec. 12.65.031. OATH OF INQUEST JURORS. When s ix  jurors attend, 

they sh a ll be sworn by the d is tr ic t  judge or magistrate to inqu ire who 

the deceased was and when, where and by what means he came to h is death, 

to inqu ire in to  the circumstances attending h is death, and to give a 

true verd ict according to the evidence offered or a ris ing  from an in ­

spection o f the body.

Sec. 12.65.041. SUBPOENA AND EXAMINATION OF WITNESSES. The d is­

t r ic t  judge or magistrate or a prosecuting attorney may subpoena and 

examine as witnesses persons who, in  h is  opinion, have knowledge o f any 

m aterial facts attendant to a determination o f the cause and manner o f 

a death requiring investigation  under AS 18.52.

Sec. 12.65.051. VERDICT OF INQUEST JURY. A fter hearing any te s t i­

mony, the ju ry  or two-thirds o f th e ir number sh a ll give it s  w ritten 

verd ict, signed by them and setting out the name o f the deceased and

when, where and by what means he came to h is death.

* Sec. 3. AS 18.50.230(a) is  amended to read:

(a) A death c e rtific a te  fo r each death which occurs in  the state 

sh a ll be file d  w ith the lo ca l reg istra r o f the reg istra tion  d is tr ic t  in  

which the death occurred w ith in  three days a fte r death and before fin a l 

d isposition  o f the body or removal o f the body from the state, except as

provided in  AS 18.52 or by regulat*on [IN SPECIAL PROBLEM CASES]. For

the purpose o f th is  section, i f  the place o f death is  unknown, a death 

c e rtific a te  sh a ll be f ile d  in  the reg istra tion  d is tr ic t  in  which the 

dead body is  found. When a death occurs on a moving conveyance a death
d is tr ic t  In which the deac
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* Sec. 4. AS 18.50.230(c) is  amended to read:

(c) The medical c e rtific a tio n  sh a ll be completed and signed w ith in  

24 hours a fte r death by the physician in  charge o f the patien t's care 

fo r the illn e s s  or condition which resulted in  death except when the 

death requires investigation  under AS 18.52 [AN OFFICIAL INQUIRY OR 

INQUEST IS REQUIRED] and except as provided by regulation [IN SPECIAL 

PROBLEM CASES].

* Sec. 5. AS 18.50.230(d) is  amended to read:

(d) When a death occurs without medical attendance, or when 

investigation  under AS 18.52 [OFFICIAL INQUIRE] is  required, the depart­

ment sh a ll provide by regulation, in  accordance w ith law, the responsi­

b ilit y  fo r completing and signing the medical c e rtific a tio n . This sub- 

section is  intended to include, among others, cases involving a medical 

examiner [OR A CORONER], and cases involving presumption o f death.

* Sec. 6. AS 18.50.240(a) is  amended to read:

(a) A fe ta l death c e rtific a te  fo r each fe ta l death which occurs

in  the state sh a ll be f ile d  w ith the lo ca l reg istra r o f the reg istra tion  

d is tr ic t  in  which the de livery occurred w ith in  three days a fte r the 

de livery and before fin a l d isposition  o f the fetus or removal o f the 

fetus from the state, except as provided by regulation [IN SPECIAL PRO­

BLEM CASES]. However, the f ilin g  o f a c e rtific a te  fo r a product o f a 

pregnancy o f less than 20 weeks may be determined by regulation. For 

the purposes o f th is  section, i f  the place o f fe ta l death is  unkno-v , a 

fe ta l death c e rtific a te  sh a ll be f ile d  in  the reg istra tion  d is tr ic t  in  

which the dead fetus is  found. When a fe ta l death occurs on a moving 

conveyance a fe ta l death c e rtific a te  sh a ll be file d  in  the reg istra tion
•• "* • ■ *'/r' • . 1 " ■ ' ’’l . • \

d is tr ic t  in  which the fetus is  f ir s t  removed from the conveyance.
* Sec. 7. AS 18.50.240(c) is  amended to read:

(c) The medical c e rtific a tio n  h a ll be completed and signed w ith in
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24 hours a fte r de livery by the physician in  attendance at or a fte r 

de livery except when an Investigation is  required under AS 18.52 

[OFFICIAL INQUIRY OR INQUEST IS REQUIBED] and except as provided by 

regulation [IN SPECIAL PROBLEM CASES].

* Sec. 8. AS 18.50.240(d) is  amended to read:

(d) When a fe ta l death occurs w ithout medical attendance upon the 

mother at or a fte r the delivery, or when investigation  under AS 18.52 

[OFFICIAL INQUIRY] is  required, the department sh a ll provide by regula­

tion , in  accordance w ith law, the re sp o n s ib ility  fo r completing and 

signing the medical c e rtific a tio n .

* Sec. 9. AS 18.50.250(a) is  amended to read:

(a) The funeral d irector or person acting as the funeral d irector 

who f ir s t  assumes custody o f a dead body or fetus sh a ll obtain a b u ria l- 

tra n s it permit before fin a l d isposition  or removal from the strte  o f the 

body or fetus and w ith in  72 hours a fte r death, except as otherwise 

authorized by regulation [FOR SPECIAL PROBLEM CASES].

* Sec. 10. AS 18.50.250(b) Is amended to read:

(b) The lo ca l reg istra r o f the reg istra tion  d is tr ic t  where the 

death occurred sh a ll issue a b u ria l-tra n s it permit when a c e rtific a te  o f 

death or fe ta l death has been file d  In accordance w ith th is  chapter, 

except as otherwise authorized by regulation [IN SPECIAL PROBLEM CASES].
' ■ . • •• - M •'*' • • . • . t ’■’.4 . r._ * £„•’ ■ 1 •••■T * . *V» * ‘ - r 1

* Sec. 11. AS 22.15.110 is  repealed and re-enacted to read:

Sec. 22.15.110. ADDITIONAL DUTIES OF DISTRICT JUDGE AND MAGISTRATE 

Each d is tr ic t  judge and magistrate sh a ll

(1) record b irth , death and 
to him fo r record in  the «>««««*•



Sec. 22.15.310. APPOINTMENT. When authorized by the supreme court 
the presiding judge in  each ju d ic ia l d is tr ic t  sh a ll appoint "ne or more 

persons [A PERSON] to act as pub lic adm inistrator o f the estates o f 

deceased persons [AND AS CORONER].

* Sec. 13. AS 22.15.320 is  amended to read:

Sec. 22.15.320. ADMINISTRATION OF DECEDENTS' ESTATES. [WHEN 

LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION ARE ISSUED TO A PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR BY THE

SUPERIOR COURT IN HIS DISTRICT, THE PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR IS THE LEGAL 

CUSTODIAN OF AND SHALL ADMINISTER THE ESTATES OF DECEASED PERSONS WHO 

LEAVE PROPERTY WITHIN THE DISTRICT.] Letters o f adm inistration sh a ll 

be issued to a [THE] pub lic adm inistrator when (1) adm inistration o f a 

decedent's estate is  required by law, and (2) a period o f 45 [30] days 

has elapsed from the date o f death w ith no le tte rs  testamentary or 

le tte rs  o f adm inistration having been applied fo r and issued to any 

other person en titled  by law to adm inister the estate o f the deceased 

person. Except as otherwise provided in  secs. 310 - 350 o f th is chapter 

a pub lic adm inistrator sh a ll adm inister the estate [ESTATES] as other 

adm inistrators, and has a ll the righ ts and authority, and is  subject to 

a ll the duties and lia b ilit ie s  o f other adm inistrators.

* Sec. 14. AS 22.15.340 is  amended to read:

Sec. 22.15.340. COMPENSATION. A pub lic adm inistrator is  en titled  

to [ANNUAL] compensation in  an amount to be determined by the supreme 

court, and i f  he is  an employee o f the ju d ic ia ry , he is  not en titled  to 

fees as other adm inistrators.

* Sec. 15. AS 22.15.350 is  amended to read:

Sec. 22.15.350. OTHER DUTIES [AS CORONER]. In addition to h is 

other duties, a pub lic adm inistrator who is  an employee o f the ju d ic ia ry  
sh a ll perform the duties set out in  sec. 110 o f th is  chapter.

* Sec. 16. AS 13.15.065(a) is  amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

s b  2 8 5  : §§fe ... COMMITTEE COPY \
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(7) a pub lic adm inistrator appointed under AS 22.15.310.
ft

» .• j  ”  ’ **t ■ . ■, .*■ _ry* v .v •* -■ . r *■
* Sec. 16. AS 39.25.110 is  amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(16) the state medical examiner.

* Sec. 17. INTERIM OPERATION OF ALASKA MEDICAL EXAMINER COMMISSION, (a) 

Between Ju ly  1, 1977 and Ju ly  1, 1978, the Alaska Medical Examiner Commission 

provided fo r tinder AS 18.52.020, as enacted in  sec. 1 o f th is  Act sh a ll

(1) meet at least once, determine the scope o f it s  function and

estab lish  ru les, as necessary, fo r complying w ith th is  section and it s

re sp o n s ib ilitie s  under AS 18.52.025s as enacted in  sec. 1 o f th is  Act;
. t * SI

(2) develop a program and fin a n c ia l plan w ith a proposed budget fo r 

fis c a l year 1979 under AS 37.07.050 fo r submission as required through the 

Department o f Pub lic Safety;

(3) estab lish  p o lic ie s , as necessary, under AS 18.52.025(b), as

enacted in  sec. 1 o f th is  Act, fo r the o ffic e  o f state medical examiner;

(4) s o lic it  and review applications fo r the position  o f state 

medical examiner.
(b) Between Ju ly  1, 1977 and Ju ly  1, 1978, the Alaska Medical Examiner 

Commission provided fo r under AS 18.52.020, as enacted in  sec. 1 o f th is  Act 

may

(1) appoint a state medical examiner under AS 18.52.030, as 

enacted in  sec. 1 o f th is  Act, except that an appointment may not be e ffective  

before January 1, 1978;

(2) adopt regulations, as necessary, under AS 18.52.025(b) to 

implement AS 18.52, as enacted in  sec. 1 o f th is  Act;

(3) authorize a state medical examiner appointed under (1) o f th is  

subsection to exercise those powers and duties set out in  AS 18.52.035(a) and 

18.52.040(a) and (b), as enacted in  sec. 1 o f th is  Act, which are necessary 
to fu lly  implement th is  Act on Ju ly  1, 1978, except that appointments o f 
associate and assistant medical examiners under AS 18.52.035(a) and contracts
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fo r fa c ilit ie s  and laboratories and re lated professional services

AS 18.52.040(a)(2) and (b)(7) may not be e ffe ctive  before Ju ly  1,
• ■' •

* Sec. 18. This Act takes e ffe ct Ju ly  1, 1978, except that sec. 

th is  Act, pertain ing to certa in  provisions o f AS 18.52 as enacted in  

o f th is  Act, takes e ffe ct Ju ly  1, 1977.
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T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
TEN TH  L E G IS L A T U R E  ’  J

/,
F ISC A L  1  NOTE

I. R E Q U E S T
B i l l /R eso lu t ion  No. SB 2 8 5 ___________ ________________________________________________________  ___________
Title "An Act relating to inquiries into deaths,... and providing for an effective dote." 
•Requested bvSenator Holman, Judiciary Committee pateApril 6, 1977

i l l .  F IS C A L  D E T A IL
Agency A ffected D e p a r tm e n t  o f  Law ______________ ____

'P rogram Category A ffec ted  A d m in i s t r a t i o n ,  o f  J u s t i c e  
Budget Request Un it (s ) A ffected P r o s e c u t i o n ____________

E X P E N D IT U R E S  (Thousands o f  Do l la rs ) 

F Y  77 F Y  78 F Y  79 F Y  80 F Y  81 F Y  82
100 P E R SO N A L  S E R V IC E S
? 0 0 T R A V E L
30() C O N T R A C T U A L
4 0 0 CO M M O D IT IES
50 0 EQ U IPM EN T
600 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S
7 0 0 G RA N TS . CLA IM S . ETC .

T O T A L 0 . 0 0 0 0

F U N D IN G  (Thousands o f  D o l la rs )

G E N E R A L  F U N D 0 0 0 0 0
F E D E R A L  F U N D S
O T H E R  (S pec i fy )

PO S IT IO N S

F U L L T IM E 0 0 0 0 0
P A R T  T IM E
T E M P O R A R Y

I I I .  A N A L Y S IS  (See Fiscal Note  Preparation Instructions, Section I I I )

This bill will cause sane decreases in the Agency's cost for outside expert medical 
witness fees as it will provide the same expertise in-house. Any savings, however, 
will be offset by an increased level of prosecution in homicide cases and an increase 
in tire severity of charges brought as a result of the improved prosecution capabi­
lities which will be made possible through the use of a full-time medical examiner 
program. No change in Agency witness expenses is therefore anticipated even 
though the prosecution effort will be strengthened.

s/I, %
IV . D A T E  A p r i l  6 ,  1 9 7 7 _________P R E P A R E D  BY  R i c h a r d  I .  Pegues, Ad m in i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c o r

A G EN C Y  D j u a r b mc n t  o f  l aw  2 ^1_______________________
Original: Legislative Finance PHONE  . .  4 G5 - 3 6 9 5 ------------------------------
co: Budget and Management

Prime Sponso r (F irs t Legislator Named)

33-BO I (Rev. 10/76)



COMMENTS CONCERNING HB392/SB 285

The above costs were prepared with the advice of the Court System and a 
Pathologist.

Currently, the Court System has a budget of 225.0 for autopsies, statewide. 
We are projecting that the medical examiners office expenditures for FY 
79 will be $212.1. Establishment of the office will reduce the need for 
funds currently expended by the Court System by $45.0 and this amount 
can be applied to funding the Office of Medical Examiner.

The balance of the Court System's current allocation of $225.0 will be 
required for maintaining the ongoing program in statewide locations 
remote from the State Medical Examiner's office.

Revised Fiscal Note

4/25/77
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Bill/Resolution No._
Title_______relating to inquiries into death; establishing a state medical, examiner

Requested bv ______________________________________________ Date__________________

II. F I S C A L  D E T A I L  
Agency Affected _
Program Category Affected

Department of Public Safety
Administration of Justice

Budget Request Unit(s) Affected_

E X P E N D I T U R E S  (Thousands of Dollars)

F Y  77 F Y  78 F Y  79 F Y  80 F Y  81 F Y  82

100 P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S 42.0 100.1 105.0

200 T R A V E L 5.0 26.0 28.0

300 C O N T R A C T U A L 16.3 74.8 82.0

400 C O M M O D I T I E S .6 ■ 1.2

500 E O U I P M E N T . . 27.3__ 10.0 10.0

600 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S
700 G R A N T S .  CLAIMS. ETC.

T 0 T A L  91.2 212.1 226.2

F U N D I N G  (Thousands of Dol 

G E N E R A L  F U N D

lars)

91-2 167.1 181.2

F E D E R A L  F U N D S

O T H E R  (Specify)
OTHER FUNDING 45.0 45.0

POSITIONS 

FULl T I M E 2 3 3

P A R T  T I M E
T E M P O R A R Y

III. A N A 1  YSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III) 

See Attached

IV D A T E  Revi-SGC* 4/25/77

Original: Legislative Finance 
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named) 
Alaska Court System

33-001 (Rev. 10/76)

P R E P A R E D  B Y  Trygve R. Hermann, Director___________
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Catagory

100

200

300

400

500

Chief Medical Examiner 

Med. Records Assistant 

Med. Records Assistant 

Inflation

Total

Commission Travel 

Chief Medical Examiner 

Assoc. G Assistant Examiner 

Inflation

Total

Rental of 3,000 Sq. Ft. Autopsy

W o r k  space inc. cooler G freezer

Remoldeling for Anch. Headquarters

Printing Costs (forms G proceedures)

Telephone

M a g  C a r d  II T y p

AJIS Terminal

Inflation - Other

Total

Commodities (office supplies!

Photographic Microscope

Typewriter

Furniture

File Cabinets (Fire proof)

Photo Equip.

Instruments

I-IWCF Car Purchase

Radio

Dictation Equipment 

Other - Unspecified

Total

F Y  78 F Y  79 F Y  80

32.3 04.7 04.7

8.0 17.7 17.7

.9 17.7 17.7

4.9

■12.0 100.1 .105.0

5.0 5.0 5.0

G.O G.O

15.0 15.0

2.0

5.0 26.0 28.0

0.0 54.0 54.0

5.0

10.0 10.0

.5 J . (i 3.0

1.8 3.0 3.0

3.0 3.0

7.2

10.3 74.8 82.0

.0 1.2 1.2

10.0

.8

2.0

2.0 1 .0

3.5 1.0

1.0

5.0

2.0

1.0

8.0 10.0 .

27.3 10.0 10.0
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Introduced: 3/24/77
Referred: Judiciary and Finance

B Y  C R O F T , R O D E Y , C O L L E T T A ,
IN  T H E  S E N A T E  T I L L IO N  AND H U B ER

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO . 2 8 5  

IN  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F T H E  S T A T E  O F A LA S K A  

TEN TH  L E G IS L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S IO N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  d e a t h s ,  t h e  p u b l i c

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  e s t a t e s  o f  d e c e a s e d  p e r s o n s ,  a n d

e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  s t a t e  m e d ic a l  e x a m in e r ;  a n d

p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  I T  EN A C TED  B Y  TH E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F T H E  S T A T E  O F A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  A S  18  i s  am e n d e d  b y  a d d in g  a  n e w  c h a p t e r  t o  r e a d :

C H A P TER  5 2 .  S T A T E  M E D IC A L  E X A M IN E R .

S e c .  1 8 . 5 2 .0 1 0 .  O F F IC E  O F S T A T E  M E D IC A L  E X A M IN E R . T h e r e  i s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  s t a t e  

m e d ic a l  e x a m in e r .  T h e  o f f i c e  s h a l l  b e  fu n d e d  b y  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  t o  t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t .

S e c .  1 8 . 5 2 .0 2 0 .  A L A S K A  M E D IC A L  E X A M IN E R  C O M M ISS IO N . T h e r e  i s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  t h e  A l a s k a  M e d ic a l  

E x a m in e r  C o m m is s io n . T h e  m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  c o m m is s io n  s h a l l  b e  t h e

a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  o r  h i s  d e s ig n e e ,  t h e  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l

s e r v i c e s  o r  h i s  d e s ig n e e ,  t h e  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  o r  h i s  

d e s ig n e e ,  t h e  p u b l i c  d e f e n d e r  o r  h i s  d e s ig n e e ,  a n d  a  m em b er o f  t h e  S t a t e  

M e d ic a l  B o a r d  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 6 4 . 0 1 0 ,  t o  b e  d e s ig n a t e d  b y  t h a t  

b o a r d .

S e c .  1 8 . 5 2 .0 2 5 .  M E M B E R S H IP , POW ERS AND D U T IE S  O F C O M M ISS IO N . ( a )  

T h e  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  o r  h i s  d e s ig n e e  s h a l l  b e  t h e  c h a i r m a n  

o f  t h e  c o m m is s io n .  T h r e e  m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  c o m m is s io n  c o n s t i t u t e  a  q u o ru m . 

T h e  c o m m is s io n  s h a l l  m e e t  a t  l e a s t  a n n u a l l y  a n d  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  

s t a t e  m e d ic a l  e x a m in e r  o r  c h e  c h a i r m a n .
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( b )  T h e  c o m m is s io n  s h a l l  a p p o in t  t h e  s t a t e  m e d ic a l  e x a m in e r  i n  

a c c o r d a n c e  v i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  s e c .  3 0  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  T h e  c o m m is ­

s i o n  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  s t a t e  m e d ic a l  e x ­

a m in e r  a n d , a f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  m e d ic a l  e x a m in e r ,  a d o p t  

r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  im p le m e n t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t  (A S  4 4 . 6 2 ) .

S e c .  1 8 .5 2 . 0 3 0 .  A PPO IN TM EN T AND Q U A L IF IC A T IO N S  O F S T A T E  M E D IC A L  

E X A M IN E R . ( a )  T h e  s t a t e  m e d ic a l  e x a m in e r  s h a l l  b e  a p p o in t e d  b y  a n d  

s e r v e  a t  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  t h e  c o m m is s io n .  H e s h a l l  b e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

e x e c u t i v e  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  a n d  s e r v e  a s  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  c o m m is -  

s  i o n .

( b )  T h e  s t a t e  m e d ic a l  e x a m in e r  s h a l l  b e  a  p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  t o  

p r a c t i c e  m e d ic in e  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  a n d  c e r t i f i e d  b y  t h e  A m e r ic a n  B o a r d  o f  

P a t h o lo g y  i n  f o r e n s i c  p a t h o lo g y .  I f  a  l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n  w i t h  f o r e n s i c  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a p p o in t m e n t ,  t h e  c o m m is s io n  m ay 

a p p o in t  a  l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n  c e r t i f i e d  b y  t h e  A m e r ic a n  B o a r d  o f  P a t h o lo g y  

i n  a n a t o m ic  a n d  c l i n i c a l  p a t h o lo g y  a n d  e l i g i b l e  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  J n  

f o r e n s i c  p a t h o lo g y .

( c )  T h e  s t a t e  m e d ic a l  e x a m in e r  s h a l l  b e  a n  e x e m p t  e m p lo y e e  u n d e r  

A S  3 9 .2 5 . 1 1 0 .  H e m ay n o t  e n g a g e  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m e d ic in e  

d u r in g  h i s  t e n u r e  o f  o f f i c e .

S e c .  1 8 . 5 2 .0 3 5 .  A PPO IN TM EN T AND Q U A L IF IC A T IO N S  O F A S S O C IA T E  AND 

A S S IS T A N T  M E D IC A L  E X A M IN E R S . ( a )  T h e  s t a t e  m e d ic a l  e x a m in e r  m ay a p p o in t  

a s s o c i a t e  a n d  a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e x a m in e r s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  

p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

( b )  A n  a s s o c i a t e  m e d ic a l  e x a m in e r  s h a l l  b e  a  p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  to  

p r a c t i c e  m e d ic in e  i n  t h i s  s t a t e .  A n  a s s o c i a t e  m e d ic a l  e x a m in e r  who 

p r o v i d e s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  s t a t e  m e d ic a l  e x a m in e r  o n  a  c o n t r a c t u a  

b a s i s  m ay e n g a g e  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m e d i c in e .
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( c )  A n  a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e x a m in e r  s h a l l  p o s s e s s  s u c h  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  

a s  m ay  b e  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  m e d ic a l  e x a m in e r .  T h e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  

e x a m in e r  m a y , w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  

c o u r t  s y s t e m ,  a p p o in t  m a g i s t r a t e s  a s  a s s i s t a n t  m e d ic a l  e x a m in e r s ,  a n d  

m a y , w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  a g e n c y  i n v o l v e d ,  a p p o in t  s t a t e  o r  l o c a l  la w  

e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  a s  a s s i s t a n t  m e d ic a l  e x a m in e r s .

S e c .  1 3 . 5 2 . 0 4 0 .  POW ERS AND D U T IE S  O F S T A T E  M E D IC A L  E X A M IN E R  AND 

A S S O C IA T E  AND A S S IS T A N T  M E D IC A L  E X A M IN E R S . ( a )  T h e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  

e x a m in e r  s h a l l

( 1 )  f i l e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  r e p o r t s  o n  a l l  d e a t h s  r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s ­

t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

( 2 )  a p p r o v e  a n d  p r o v id e  f o r  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  l a b o r a t o r i e s  t o  

b e  u s e d  i n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

( 3 )  c o n d u c t  d e a t h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  f o r  a s s o c i ­

a t e  a n d  a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e x a m in e r s  a n d  f o r  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l ;

( 4 )  e s t a b l i s h  u n i f o r m  f o r e n s i c  a u t o p s y  a n d  m e d i c o - l e g a l  

d e a t h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s ;

( 5 )  c e r t i f y  o r  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  a n  

a s s o c i a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m in e r  o f  t h e  c a u s e  a n d  m a n n e r  o f  a  d e a t h  r e q u i r i n g  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

( 6 )  m a i n t a i n  a  l i s t  o f  a c t i v e  a s s o c i a t e  a n d  a s s i s t a n t  m e d ic a l

e x a m i n e r s ;

( 7 )  p r o v i d e  s t a t i s t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  i n t e r e s t e d  g o v e r n m e n t a l

a g e n c i e s ;

( 8 )  s u b m it  a n  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  c o m m is s io n  d e t a i l i n g  t h e  

a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  p r e c e d in g  y e a r  a s  

w e l l  a s  a  c o s t  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  o f f i c e ;  a n d

( 9 )  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  c o m m is s io n  a t  t h e  c h a i r m a n ' s  

r e q u e s t  a n d  a s  n e c e s s a r y  c o n c e r n in g  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e
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