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IN T HE HOUSE BY M I L L E R  A N D  DUNCAN

S PONSOR SUBSTITUTE F OR H O U S E  BILL NO. 764 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - S ECOND SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act m aking a special appropriation to the D e p a r t­

ment of Natural R esources for site planning, design,

and engineering o f  campground accommodations on the

Skagway-Carcross highway; and providing for an e f f e c­

tive date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $98,000 is appropriated from the general fund to

the Department of Natural Resources for the purpose of funding site planning,

design, and engineering of campground accommodations necessitated by v i s i t a­

tion to Klondike-Gold Rush National H i s t o r i c  Park via the n e w  Skagway-Carcross 

state highway.

*  Sec. 2. This Act takes effect J u l y  1, 1978.

-1- SSHB 764



3/1/78

COMMITTEE REPORT 

HOUSE

FURTHER:

Date: ________________________ _

Hr. S p e a k e r :

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  on ___________ F I N A N C E ______________________ has had SS H R  764

"An Act making a special appropriation to the Department of Natural Resources for
site planning, design, and engineering of campground accommodations on the
Skagway-Carcross highway; effective date." 
u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and (a m a j o r i t y  of the c o m m i t t e e )  (the c o m m i t t e e

r e p o r t s  it b a c k  as follows)

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  it do pa s s  ( ) r e c o m m e n d s  it do n o t  pass

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  it do pa s s  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  it be r e p l a c e d  w i t h  CS f o r  _________________________________

a n d  ______________________________________ ( ) n e w  t i t l e  ( ) same t i t l e

( ) A N D  a t t a c h e s  a L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t  ( ) N e w  F i s c a l  N o t e

( ) r e p o r t s  it b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

( ) a n d  r e c o m m e n d s  it be r e f e r r e d  to t h e ____________________ C o m m i t t e e

M E M B E R S  S I G N I N G  D O  PASS: O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :

H 60 ( r e v .  6 / 7 7 )
C h a i r m a n



2/17/78

COMMITTEE REPORT 

HOUSE

FURTHER: FINANCE

D a t e : February. 28,-1978-

STATE A F F A I R S has h a d  S S H B  764

M r . S p e a k e r :

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  on  ___________________________________________  _________________

"An A c t  m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l
R e s o u r c e s  for s i t e  planning, d e s ign, a n d  e n g i n e e r i n g  of c a m p g r o u n d
a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  o n . t h e  S k a g w a y - C a r c r o s s - h i g h w a y : eff. d a t e * " 
u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and \a m a j o r i t y  of tne c o m m i t t e e ;  It-he - com m i t  f&e

a s -foll-ows-)

(xx ) r e c o m m e n d s  it do pass ( ) r e c o m m e n d s  it do n o t  pa s s

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  ^t do pass w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  it be r e p l a c e d  w i t h  CS for _______________________________

a n d  _____________  ( ) n e w  t i t l e  ( ) sa m e  t i t l e

( ) A N D  a t t a c h e s  a L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t  ( ) N e w  Fi s c a l  N o t e

( ) r e p o r t s  it b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

( ) a n d  r e c o m m e n d s  it be r e f e r r e d  to the C o m m i t t e e

M E M B E R S  S I G N I N G  D O  PASS: O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :

j f p O

H 6 0  ( r e v . 6 / 7 7 )
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I ntroduced: 2 / I 7 / 7 S
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  a n d  
F i n a n c e

IN THE HOUSE BY MILLER A N D  DUNCAN

SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 764 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE O F  ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A  BILL

For an A c t  entitled: "An Act making a special appropriation to the Dep a r t­

ment of Natural Resources for site planning, design,

and engineering of campground accommodations on the

Skagway-Carcross highway; and providing for an effec­

tive date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $98,000 is appropriated frcm the general fund to

the Department of Natural Resources for the purpose of funding site planning,

design, and engineering of campground accommodations necessitated b y  v i s i t a­

tion to Klondike-Gold Rush National Historic Park v i a  the new Skagway-Carcros 

state highway.

*  Sec. 2. This Act takes effect July 1, 1978.
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j i  i o n  6

COMMITTEE REPORT
l *

HOUSE

F U R T H E R :

D a t e  :  ' : : j" j ? ____________

M r . S p e a k e r :

The C o m m i t t e e  o n  _______ F I N A N C E  has h a d  7 f.7

'An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to c o m p e n s a t i o n  for v i o l e n t  c r i m e s . "

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  (a m a j o r i t y  o f  the c o m m i t t e e )  (the c o m m i t t e e  

r e p o r t s  it b a c k  as follows)

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  it do pass ( ) r e c o m m e n d s  it do not pass

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  it do pass w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  it b e  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  C S  for

a n d  • ' , j - . ( ) n e w  t i t l e  same t i tle
‘

( ) A N D  a t t a c h e s  a L e t t e r  of  Intent ( ) N e w  F i s c a l  No t e

( ) r e p o r t s  it b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

( ) a n d  r e c o m m e n d s  it be r e f e r r e d  to the ___________________  C o m m i t t e e

M E M B E R S  S I G N I N G  DO  PASS: O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S
• t  ̂ i / K
• r (•{!.^ \/ V I V.

r
■1 •" i n  ! ■ ti. !

H 60 ( r e v .  6 / 7 7 )
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IN THE HOUSE - BY MEEKINS

SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 767 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILLi

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to compensation for violent crimes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*Section 1. AS 18.67.080(c) is amended to read:

(c) In determining whether to make an order under this section, 

board shall consider all circumstances determined • to be relevant, in­

cluding provocation, consent or any other behavior of the victim which 

directly or indirectly contributed to his injury or death, the prior 

case or social history, if any, of the victim, his need for financial 

aid, the likelihood, if any, that the offender will be pecuniarily 

benefited by the order, and any other relevant matters.

*Sec. 2. AS 18.67.130(b)(2) is amended to read:

(2) is, [AT THE TIME OF THE PERSONAL INJURY^ OR AT THE TIME 

THE INJURY WHICH RESULTS IN THE DEATH OF THE VTCTIM]at the time of 

application for compensation under this chapter, living with the 

offender as a member of the same family or household[ , OR MAINTAINING 

SEXUAL RELATIONSHIP, WHETHER ILLICIT OR NOT, WITH THE OFFENDER OR 

WITH A MEMBER OF THE OFFENDER'S FAMILY];

*Sec. 3. AS 18.67.130(b)(1) and 18.67.180(4) are repealed.



* V ’ n * ’ rr % •r .  Ti i .  L } .  . L . . .

O f  f o r e  a i n  Vr.c- H Q U 3 E

To: H O U S E  B I L L  MO.

S E N A T E  B I L L  HO.

A M E H D H E N T  : ? a £ e ______________ L i n e

T i t l e ,  P a g e  1, L i n e  7: d e l e t e  " i n  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  o f  t h e

s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t "

P a g e  2, L i n e  1 6 ,  a d d  n e w  s e c t i o n s  2 a n d  3 t o  r e a d :

* S e c .  2. It is t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  

a n d  t e m p o r a r y  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a l  b ch ( o t h e r  t h a n

j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r s )  a n d  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  emp' ;es o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e

b r a n c h  r e c e i v e  c o s t - o f - l i v i n g  a d j u s t m e n t s  m p a r a b l e  t o  t h o s e

r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  a n d  p a r t i a l l y  e x e m p t  e m p l o y e e s  u n d e r  

s e c .  1 o f  t h i s  A c t .

* S e c .  3. T h e  p a y  p l a n  f o r  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  e m p l o y e e s  s h a l l  

b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  o f  Pxegents p u r s u a n t  to A S  1 4 . 4 0 . 1  7 0 ( 2 ) .  

T h e  p a y  p l a n  s h a l l  b e  a p p l i e d  in s o m e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  b a s e  s a l a r y  

s c h e d u l e  i n c r e a s e s  a n d / o r  b o n u s  p a y m e n t s  s o  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  

d i s p a r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  s t a f f  o n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  

s t a f f  s c h e d u l e  a n d  t h e  D e a n s  a n d  D i r e c t o r s  s c h e d u l e  a n d  t h o s e  
o n  t h e  A P T  a n d  c l a s s i f i e d  s a l a r y  s c h e d u l e s  is n o t  i n c r e a s e d .

It is n o t  i n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  p a y  p l a n  c o s t - o f - l i v i n g  a d j u s t m e n t s  

n e c e s s a r i l y  be t o t a l l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  o r  a l l o c a t e d  e q u a l l y  a m o n g  

t h e  f o u r  s a l a r y  s c h e d u l e s ,  o r  t h a t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a n y  a m o u n t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  be m a d e  to e a c h  s c h e d u l e  o r  to e a c h  e m p l o y e e .
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Introduced: 2/8/78
Referred: Judiciary and
Finance

IN THE HOUSE . BY MEEKINS

HOUSE BILL NO.767 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to compensation for violent crimes."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 18.67.130(b)(1), 18.67.130(b)(2), and 18.67.180(4) are 

repealed.



THIS  D O C U M E N T  
HAS B E E N  R E P H O T O G R A P H E D  

TO A SSU RE L E G I B I L I T Y



A
h

O i i o r e a  i n By f ; dbO'P

To: (1<> HOUSE BILL NO. Q S 3  

SENATE BILL NO.

A M E N D M E N T a>:e Line

T i t l e ,  P a g e  1, L i n e  7: d e l e t e  " i n  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  o f  t h e

s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t "

P a g e  2, L i n e  1 6 ,  a d d  n e w  s e c t i o n s  2 a n d  3 t o  r e a d :

* S e c .  2. It i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  

a n d  t e m p o r a r y  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h  ( o t h e r  t h a n  

j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r s )  a n d  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  

b r a n c h  r e c e i v e  c o s t - o f - l i v i n g  a d j u s t m e n t s  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h o s e  

r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  a n d  p a r t i a l l y  e x e m p t  e m p l o y e e s  u n d e r  

s e c .  1 o f  t h i s  A c t .

* S e c .  3. T h e  p a y  p l a n  f o r  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  e m p l o y e e s  s h a l l  

b e  a e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  o f  R e g e n t s  p u r s u a n t  to A S  1 4 . 4 0 . 1 7 0 ( 2 )  

T h e  p a y  p l a n  s h a l l  b e  a p p l i e d  in s o m e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  b a s e  s a l a r y  

s c h e d u l e  i n c r e a s e s  a n d / o r  b o n u s  p a y m e n t s  s o  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  

d i s p a r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  s t a f f  o n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  

s t a f f  s c h e d u l e  a n d  t h e  D e a n s  a n d  D i r e c t o r s  s c h e d u l e  a n d  t h o s e  

o n  t h e  A P T  a n d  c l a s s i f i e d  s a l a r y  s c h e d u l e s  is n o t  i n c r e a s e d .

It is n o t  i n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  p a y  p l a n  c o s t - o f - l i v i n g  a d j u s t m e n t s  

n e c e s s a r i l y  be t o t a l l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  o r  a l l o c a t e d  e q u a l l y  a m o n g  

t h e  f o u r  s a l a r y  s c h e d u l e s ,  o r  t h a t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a n y  a m o u n t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  b e  m a d e  to e a c h  s c h e d u l e  o r  t o  e a c h  e m p l o y e e .
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Introduced: 2/8/78
Referred: J u diciary and
Finance

IN THE HOUSE BY MEEKINS

HOUSE BILL NO.767 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act e- titled: "An Act relating to compensation for violent crimes."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 18.67.130(b)(1), 18.67.130(b)(2), and 18.67.180(4) are 

repealed.

# -1- HB 767
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COMMITTEE REPORT 

HOUSE

FURTHER:

/ /. Z  / 76

Date:   > ~______________

Mr. S p e a k e r :

The C o m m i t t e e  o n   F I N A N C E  & ______________________ has h a d _______ tv. 77 ;
A n  A c t  m a k i n g  s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to e h t  A l a s k a  T r o l l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ;  
if. d a t e . "

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and (a m a j o r i t y  of  the c o m m i t t e e )  (the c o m m i t t e e  

r e p o r t s  it b a c k  as f ollows)

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  it do p a s s  ( ) r e c o m m e n d s  it do n o t  pass

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  it do p a s s  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )

( ' ) r e c o m m e n d s  it be r e p l a c e d  w i t h  CS for __________________________________

a n d  ______________________________________ ( ) n e w  t i t l e  ( ) same t i t l e

( ) A N D  a t t a c h e s  a L e t t e r  of  Intent ( ) N e w  F i s c a l  N o t e

( ) r e p o r t s  it b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

( ) a n d  r e c o m m e n d s  it be r e f e r r e d  to t h e ____________________ C o m m i t t e e

M E M B E R S  S I G N I N G  DO PASS: O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :

——. ^ 7. ,>>7 j . ___
1 * - 
/C- \

'
4 Cs

/> I1

1

Chairman
H 60 ( r e v .  6 / 7 7 )



Original sponsors: Miller, Duncan,
Eliason, et al

IN THE HOUSE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 773 (Finance)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

TENTH LEGISLATURE - S ECOND SESSION 

A BILL

>' For an Act entitled: "An Act making a special a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the Depart-

i:
7 : ment of Fish and Game, division of commercial fisher-

0 j' i e s ; and providing for an effective date."

5 ii

a BE J.T E N A CTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*  Section 1. The sum of $20,000 is a p p r o p r i a t e d  from the general fund to 

the Department of Fish and Game, division of commercial fisheries, to fund a

v?i contract wi t h  the Alaska Trollers As s o c i a t i o n  for the A l a s k a  Trollcrs Asso-

. I ,
>'ii ciation Logbook Program.

i.i *  Sec. 2. The unexpended and unobli g a t e d  portion of this appropriation

'I1! lapses into the general fund June 30, 1978.
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*  Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance wi t h  AS 01.10.- 

1 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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Original sponsors: Miller, Duncan,
EliaBon, et al

Offered: 2/22/78
Keferred: Finance

IN T HE HOUSE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 773

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

TENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an A ct entitled: "An A ct making special appropriations to the Department

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c tion 1, The sum of $20,000 is a p p ropriated from the general fund to 

the Department of Fish and Game, division of commercial fisheries, to fund a 

contract w i t h  the Alaska Trollers Association for the A l a s k a  Trollers A s s o c i a­

tion L o g b o o k  Program.

* Sec. 2. The unobligated and unappropriated portion of the appropriation

in sec. 1 of this Act lapses into the general fund June 30, 1978.

* Sec. 3. The s'lm of $65,000 is appropriated from the general fund to the 

Department of Fish and Game, division of commercial fisheries, to fund a c o n­

tract w i t h  the A laska Trollers Association for the A l aska Trollers A s s o c i a­

tion L o g b o o k  Program.

* Sec. 4. The unobligated and unappropriated portion of the appropriation

in sec. 3 of this Act lapses into the general fund June 30, 1979.

* Sec. 5. Sections 1 and 2 of this Act take effect immediately in a c c o r d­

ance wit h  AS 01.10.070(c). Sections 3 and 4 of this Act take effect July 1,

of Fish and Game, division of commercial fisheries; and 

providing for an effective date."

1978.

-1 CSHB 773



Introduced: 2/9/76
Referred: Resources and
Finance

: IN THE HOUSE

BY M I L L E R , DUNCAN. KLIASON, 
FREEMAN, GARDINER, HAl'OSN. 
LOVSF.TII AND URION

HO U S E  BILL 1JO. 773 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE ST A T E  O F  A L A S K A
ii

TENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND S E S S I O N  

A  BILL

j For an A c t  entitled: "An Act m a k i n g  special a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to the Alaska

'
Trollers Association; and p r o v i d i n g  for an effective

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  LEGISLATURE O F  THE STATE O F  ALASKA:

*  S e c tion 1. T h e  sum of $25,000 is appropriated fr o m  the general fund to
!•
the A l a s k a  T r o l l e r s  Association for the A laska T r o l l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  L o g book 

!' Program.

*  Sec. 2. T he unobligated and u n a p p r opriated p o r t i o n  o f  the appropriation

in sec. 1 o f  this A c t  lapses into the general fund J u n e  30, 1978.

*  Sec. 3. The s u n  of $65,000 is appropriated from the general fund to the

|l
Alaska Trollers A s s o c i a t i o n  for the Alaska Trollers A s s o c i a t i o n  Logbook 

Program.

* Sec. 4. The unobligated and u nappropriated p o r t i o n  o f  the appropriation

in sec. 3 of this A c t  lapses into the general fund J u n e  30, 1979.

*  Sec. 5. Sections 1 and 2 of this Act take e ffect i m m e d iately in accord-
i,

ance wit h  AS 01.10.070(c). Sections 3 and 4 o f  this A c t  take effect July 1,

date."

1978

I!
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IN THE HOUSE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 773 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act making special appropriations to the Department

of Fish and Game, division of commercial fisheries; and; 

providing for an effective date."

; BE XT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $20,000 Is appropriated from the general fund to 

the Department of Fish and Game, division of commercial fisheries, to fund a 

contract with the Alaska Trollers Association for the Alaska Trollers Associa-

13 ; tion Logbook Program.

14 * Sec. 2. The unobligated and unappropriated portion of the appropriation

I in

16

17

18

19

20

^«ac .-1 -o f^ tthi3 Act lapses into the general fund June 30, 197B.

* Sec. 3. The sum of $65,000 Is appropriated from the general fund to the 

Department of Fish and Game, division of commercial fisheries, to fund a con­

tract with the Alaska Trollers Association for the Alaska Trollers Associa­

tion Logbook Program.

* Sec. 4. The unobligated and unappropriated portion of the appropriation

; in sec. 3 of this Act lapses into the general fund June 30, 1979.
! S>

32 ji\ * Sec.”̂.  Sections 1 and 2 of this. Act take#effect Immediately in accord- j

-73
?•)

27

23

?0

ance with AS 01.10.070(c). -Sactions-3 and 4 -of this Act - t a R V  effect July 1, 

•49.78.

COMMITTEE COPY - i - CSHB 773



0 5 3

Introduced: 2/9/7S
Referred: Resources and
Finance

BY M I L L E R , DUNCAN, ELIASOH, 
FREEMAN, GAR0IME71, HAUGEN, 

j IN TflE ROUSE LOVSETII AND URIOM

HOUSE BILL HO. 773

::
III THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

j! TENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A  BILLIj
, For an Act entitled: "An Act making special appropriations to the Alaska

Trollers Association; and providing for an effective 

date."
|
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sura of $25,000 is appropriated from the general fund to 

the Alaska Trollers Association for the Alaska Trollers Association Logbook 

Program.

* Sec. 2. The unobligated and unappropriated portion of the appropriation;

in sec. 1 of this Act lapses into the general fund June 30, 1978.

* Sec. 3. The sun of $65,000 is appropriated from the general fund to the 

|j Alaska Trollers Association for the Alaska Trollers Association Logbook
ll
Program.

* Sec. 4. The unobligated and unappropriated portion of the appropriation

in sec. 3 of this Act lapses into the general fund June 30, 1979.

* Sec. 5. Sections 1 and 2 of this Act take effect immediately in accord­

ance with /S 01.10.070(c). Sections 3 and 4 of this Act take effect July 1,
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Original sponsors: Miller, Duncan,
Eliason, et al

Offered: 2/22/78
Referred: Finance

IN THE HOUSE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 773

IN THE LEGISL A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TE N T H  LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An A ct m aking special appropriations to the Department

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $20,000 is approp r i a t e d  from the general fund to 

the Department of Fish and Game, division of commercial fisheries, to fund a 

contract w i t h  the Alaska Trollers A s s o c i a t i o n  for the A l aska Trollers Associa 

tion Logbook Program.

*  Sec. 2. The u n o b l igated and u n a p p r opriated portion of the appropriation

in sec. 1 of this Act lapses into the general fund June 30, 1978.

* Sec. 3. The sum of $65,000 is appropriated from the general fund to the 

Department of Fish and Game, division of commercial fisheries, to fund a c o n­

tract with the Alaska Trollers A ssociation for the Alaska Trollers A s s o c i a­

tion Logbook Program.

* Sec. 4. The u n o b l igated and unap p r o p r i i t e d  portion of the appropriation

in sec. 3 of this Act lapses into the general fund June 30, 1979.

* Sec. 5. Sections 1 a n d  2 of this Act take effect immediately in a c c o r d­

ance with AS 01.10.070(c). Sections 3 and A of this Act take effect July 1, 

1978.

of Fi s h  and Game, division of commercial fisheries; and 

providing for an effective date."

- 1 - CSHB 773



Tl( L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  Ol( L a S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E

F I S C A L  N O T E

I. R E Q U E S T
Bill/Resolution No. CS for UK 773_____________________________________________
Title An Act making special appropriation to the Ak. Troller's Assoc,; and 

Requested by_________________________________________________________________ Date__________

II. F I S C A L  D E T A I L
Agency Affected Alaska Department of Fish and Gama

Program Category Affected Research

Budget Request Unit(s) Affected Commercial fisheries '

E X P E N D I T U R E S  (Thousands of Dollars)

F Y  78 F Y  79 F Y  80 F Y  81 F Y  82 F Y  83

100 P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S

200 T R A V E L

300 C O N T R A C T U A L 20.0 . — M — *

400 C O M M O D I T I E S

500 E Q U I P M E N T
600 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S

700 G R A N T S ,  C L A I M S ,  ETC.

T O T A L
20.0

F U N D I N G  (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  F U N D 20.0

F E D E R A L  F U N D S

O T H E R  (Specify)

P O S I T I O N S

F U L L  T I M E -0-

P A R T  TI MI-

T E M P O R A R Y

III. A N A L Y S I S  (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III) 

NA

IV. D A T E  Mnrch 7 » 1973__________P R E P A R E D  B Y
A G E N C Y  ______

Original: Legislative Finance P H O N E ________

cc; Budget and Management
Prime Sponsor (First Legislator N a med)

33-001 (Rev. 12/77)



CERTIFICATION

I, the undersigned, an employee of the State of Alaska, do hereby certify 

that the microfilm images on this microform are accurate reproductions 

of the original records of the State of Alaska as accumulated during the 

regular course of business, and that it is the established policy and practice 

of this State to microfilm its records and to dispose of the original records 

after microfilm reproductions have been made.
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COMMITTEE REPORT 

SENATE
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Date: _____________

Mr. President:

The Committee on .'I, has had . .....
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under consideration and (a majority of the committee) (the committee 

reports it back as follows)

( (' ) recommends it do pass ( ) recommends it do not pass

( ) recommends it do pass with attached amendment(s)

( ) recommends it be replaced with CS for ______________________

and  ( ) new title ( ) same title

( ) AND attaches a Letter of Intent ( ) New Fiscal Note

( ) reports it back without recommendation

( ) and recommends it be referred to the _____________ Committee

MEMBERS SIGNING DO PASS: OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:
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:V   .< - y ____________________________________________
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Original sponsors: Miller, Duncan,
Eliason, et al

Offered: 2/24/78
Referred: Rules
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i IN THE HOUSE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 773 (Finance)

IN THE LEGISLATURE O F  THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

TENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 j A BILL

*’ !j F or an Act entitled: "An Act making a special appropriation to the Depart-
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ment of Fish and Game, division of commercial f isher­

ies; and providing for an effective date."

»! BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*  Section 1. The sum of $20,000 is appropriated from the general fund to 

the Department of Fish and Game, division of commercial fisheries, to fund a 

contract wit h  the A laska Trollers Association for the A l aska Trollers A s s o­

ciation Logbook Program.

* Sec. 2. The unexpended and unobligated portion of this appropriation 

lapses into the general fund June 30, 1978.

*  Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.10.- 

070(c).
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Original sponsors: Miller, Duncan,
Eliason, et al

Offered: 2/22/78
Referred: Finance

IN THE HOUSE BY T HE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 773 

IN T HE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

TENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an A ct entitled: "An Act making special appropriations to the Department

of Fi s h  and Game, division of commercial fisheries; and 

providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*  Section 1. T he sum of $20,000 is appropriated fr o m  the general fund to 

the Department of Fish and Game, division of commercial fisheries, to fund a 

contract wit h  the A l a s k a  Trollers As s o c i a t i o n  for the A l a s k a  Trollers A s s o c i a­

tion Logbook Program.

* Sec. 2. The u n o b l i g a t e d  and unappropriated portion of the appropriation

in sec. 1 of this Act lapses into the general fund June 30, 1978.

* Sec. 3. The sum of $65,000 is appropriated from the general fund to the 

Department of Fish and Game, division of commercial fisheries, to fund a c o n­

tract wit h  the A l a s k a  Trollers Association for the A l a s k a  Trollers A s s o c i a­

tion L o g book Program.

* Sec. 4. The u n o b l i g a t e d  and u n a p p r opriated portion of the appropriation

in sec. 3 of this A ct lapses into the general fund June 30, 1979.

* Sec. 5. Sections 1 and 2 of this Act take effect immediately in a c c o r d­

ance w i t h  AS 01.10.070(c). Sections 3 and 4 of this Act take effect July 1, 

1978.

-1- CSHB 773
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Introduced: 2/9/78
Referred: Resources and
Finance

BY MILLER,DUNCAN,ELIASON, 
FREEMAN,GARDINER,HAUGEN,

IN THE HOUSE LOVSETH AND URION

HOUSE BILL NO. 773

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act making special appropriations to the Alaska

Trollers Association; and providing for an effective 

date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $25,000 is appropriated from the general fund to 

the Alaska Trollers Association for the Alaska Trollers Association Logbook 

Program.

* Sec. 2. The unobligated and unappropriated portion of the appropriation

in sec. 1 of this Act lapses into the general fund June 30, 1978.

* Sec. 3. The sum of $65,000 is appropriated from the general fund to the 

Alaska Trollers Association for the Alaska Trollers Association Logbook 

Program.

* Sec. 4. The unobligated and unappropriated portion of the appropriation

in sec. 3 of this Act lapses into the general fund June 30, 1979.

*  Sec. 5. Sections 1 and 2 of this Act take effect immediately in accord­

ance with AS Cl.10.070vc). Sections 3 and 4 of this Act take effect July 1,

1978.

# -1- HB 773



The Honorable Mike Miller 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska, 99811 

Dear Representative Miller;

The Alaska Trollers Association Logbook Program, now entering 
its third year, has been deemed an important and needed 
undertaking by fishermen, resource managers and ocean scientists. 
The enclosed letters of commendation from the North Pacific Fish­
ery Management Council and the National Marine Fisheries Service 
bear this out. Much of the initial two years has been devoted 
to generating interest and cooperation for the program, training 
fishermen in data collection techniques and determining the 
types of information that could best be obtained. Even so, 
much useful information has already been obtained. Attached is 
a list of the reports available from our office.

The Logbook Program is the only source of information providing 
detailed catch and fishing effort data for the Alaska power 
troll salmon fishery. It also provides virtually the entire 
data base for determining abundance, distribution and migration 
patterns of marine mammals in southeast Alaska waters and for 
monitoring trends in the southeast Alaska marine ecosystem.
In 1978, with only a small increase in time and effort for 
participating fishermen, the Logbook Program will be used to 
help obtain better information for recoveries of tagged salmon, 
better understanding of incidence of salmon diseases and para­
sites and better knowledge of the accuracy of the Alaska fish 
ticket data collection system. '

None of the above information can be feasibly; collected by 
existing state, federal or private agencies. The cost of 
ship-time and personnel alone would be prohibitive - roughly 
$2.7 million! Only Alaska Trollers Association can provide 
such data at a relatively modest cost, since we rely on volun­
tary efforts of fishermen. However, we do require a central 
office staffed with a biologist and secretary-adrainistrator 
to ensure efficient management and coordination of the Program.



To date we have received a grant of $40,000 from the State 
of Alaska for fiscal year 1977 (administered through a contract 
with A.D.F.& G. to University of Alaska Sea Grant Program).
We had also anticipated receiving a grant of $25,000 from the 
federal government (through Outer Continental Shelf Environ­
mental Assessment Program) but have run into delays due to a 
series of unfortunate misunderstandings. Although we have 
sufficient funds to print 1978 Logbooks and Annual Reports on 
1977 Logbook data, we are in need of funds to run our office 
for the remainder of fiscal year 1977. We need an additional 
$20,000 to continue operations on a "bare bones" level. There­
fore, we are asking that you support a request for $20,000 in 
supplemental funding from the State Legislature 1978 fiscal 
year budget to go to our Logbook Program. Additionally, we hope 
you will ensure that our program is funded in the 1978 fiscal 
year budget at the increased level of $65,000. Considering the 
amount of valuable information our program is able to provide 
just in the area of fisheries, this is certainly a modest and 
reasonable funding request.

Fishermen have long desired a voice in the management of the 
resource they depend upon for their livelihood, and are certainly 
in the best position to collect much needed information. The 
Logbook Program has shown that fishermen are responsive and 
responsible resource users. We hope that you will help us in 
our efforts to continue and improve our Logbook Program. Please 
let us know if we can provide you with any further information.
We look foi'ward to hearing from you.

Sincerely yours,

Ed Linkous, President
SF/sn
Enclosures



TROLL LCGBOCK PROGRAM REPORTS

1976 Southeast Alaska Troll Logbook Program, Marine Mammal 
Sightings: Detailed Summary. February 1977. A.D.F.& G. in 
cooperation with A.T.A., U. of A. Sea Grant and N.M.F.S. 80p.

1976 Troll Logbook Program: General Data Summary by Period 
and Area. A.D.F.& G. in cooperation with A.T.A., U. of A. Sea 
Grant and N.M.F.S. 200p.

Graphic Representations of Sea Surface Temperature Data 
from the 1976 Southeast Alaska Troll Log Book Program. 1977, 
Northeast and Alaska Fisheries Center Processed Report, N.M.F.S.
80p.

Feeding Habits of Salmon in Southeast Alaska based on Log­
book Data and Stomach Samples Collected by Alaska Trollers Assoc­
iation. M.S. Thesis, U. of A. in progress.

Alaska Trollers Association Troll Logbook Program: Annual 
Report from 1976 Logbook Data. A.T.A., U. of A. Sea Grant, A.D.F.&G. 
and N.M.F.S. in press (printed by U.of A. Sea Grant).

Relative Abundance and Distribution of Small Chinook Salmon 
(Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) in Commercial Troll Fishing Waters 
North and West of Cape Spencer, Southeast Alaska. 1977 A.T.A. 
Technical Report. 33p. (Printed in Industry's Appraisal of the 
Alaska Salmon Troll Plan)



tOroM E- Lokken, Choirman 
Jim H. Branson. Executive Director Mailing Address: P.O. Box 3135DT 

Anchorage, Alaska 99510

Suite 32, 333 West 4th Avenue 
Post Office Mall Building

Telephone: (907) 274-4553 

FTS 255-5435

December 19, 1977

Mr. Ed Linkous 

Alaska Trollers Association 

P. 0. Box 5825 

Ketchikan, AK 99901

Dear Ed,

The. North Pacific Council asked me to write to the Alaska Trollers 

A ssociation through you, commending you and your organi z a t i o n  for the 

objective response you made to the first draft of the Council's m a n a g e­

ment plan for the troll salmon fishery and your help in developing 

additional material for their consideration when they adopted the plan.

As you will recall, the Council, at the December meeting, was enthusiastic

about the Alaska Trollers Association's logbook p r o g r a m  recognizing the 

v a l u e  of the information that can be derived from this voluntary effort. 

Th e y  wan t  to work closely with you, both in that p r o g r a m  and in the 

development of revisions to the? troll management plan.

We are planning on holding a one-day work session to develop research 

proposals for the troll fishery along the lines suggested by the Council 

at its last meeting. It will be held in Juneau as ea r l y  in January as 

we can schedule everyone. We'd like to have one or two representatives 

from the Trollers and your fishery biologist, Mr. S t e phen Fried attend.

Don Collingsworth will be coordinating the workshop and will keep you 

advised of the time and place. The CounciL will fund travel for up to

two of your members and Mr. Fried for this workshop.



PJatlonsl Qcaanlc a n d  A t m o a p h a r i o  Admlnistrs^tan

t i x t i o i i a l  l - k ir i ne  F i s h e r i e s  S e r v i c e  

P. 0 .  B o x  1 0 6 3 ,  J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 9 0 2

March 9, 1977

Mr. Ed Linkous 

P.O. Box 5025 

Ketchikan, A K  99901

Dear Ed:

Jon Rowley d elivered a progress report at a recent Interagency 

Technical C o m m i t t e e  meeting which summarized the Troll Log Book 

Program for 1977.

We we r e  pleased w i t h  the progress of this cooperative program and 

believe that it should be continued and refined. In addition to 

the data gen e r a t i o n  potential, the Troll Log Program elicits vastly 

improved comnunications between fishermen, scientists and administra­

tors.

We support the Troll Log Program and will do all we can to assist 

it.

Sincerely,

Director, A laska Region



LOGBOOK PROGRAM BUDGET FY 1979 
for

Program and Data Management

Salaries and Wages
Project Leader 12 months @ $2,000 
Project Secretary 6 mos. @ $1,000

Benefits (10# of salary and wages)

Taxes (State and Federal)

Travel (including Logbook Workshops prior 
to fishing season, travel to Fairbanks 
to help with data reduction, travel to 
N.P.F.M.C., A.D.F.&G., and N.M.F.S. 
meetings)

Supplies

Services
Data Coding and Checking 
Office Rental and Utilities 
Communications (phone and postage) 
Copying and Drafting 
Logbook Printing (1979, 300 copies)
Annual Report Printing (1979, 400 copies) 
Newsletter ( 4 times yearly, 400 copies)

Equipment (including drafting materials, 
electronic calculator)

Total

$24,000
6,000

3,000

4,500

8,000

1,000

3.500
3.500
1 . 5 00  
2,000

. 2,500
2.500 

500

2.500

$65,000



Southeast Alaska Troll 
Log Book Program 

1976 Scientific Report

Sea Grant Report 77-11 
September 1977



ALASKA TROLLERS ASSOCIATION 

P. 0. Box 5825 

Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

SOUTHEAST ALASKA TROLL LOG BOOK PROGRAM 

1976 SCIENTIFIC REPORT
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INTRODUCTION

la 1976, the A l a s k a  T r o l l e r s A s s o c i a t i o n  initiated, with the c o o p e r a ti o n  of 

the U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  Sea Grant Program, N a t i o n a l  Marine F i s heries Service 

an d  the A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of Fish and Game, a troll log b o o k  p r o g r a m  for the 

s o u theast Al a s ka  troll fishery. About 200 log b ooks were printed and di s­

tributed e a rl y  in April. The i n st r u c t i o n s  and a sample p age for the log book 

a r e  i nc l u d e d  in A p p e n d i x  to this report. By F e br u a r y  1977, 51 c o m pleted 1976 

log b ooks had bee n returned. These b o o k s  r e p r e s e n t  nearly 3,400 days of o b­

ser v a t i o n s  including position, general c o mments, w a t e r  temperature, salmon and 

b o t t o m f i s h  catches, sa l m o n  feed species, and m a r i n e  mamm a l  sightings.

Seve r a l  d e t a i le d  c o m p u t e r  s u m maries of the log b o o k  data h a v e  been produced, i n­

cluding a list i n g  of m a r i n e  mam m a l  sightings, a general data summ a r y  by period 

and a rea and selected sum m ar i e s  by area and c a l e n d a r  week. This report is an i n­

formal d e s c r i p t i v e  review of those summaries.

B e c a u se  of the g e n e r a l lack of c o m p a r a b l e  data, and beca u s e  a thorough a n a l y si s  

w o u l d  r e q u i r e several months, this report is preliminary. There are plans to 

a n a l y z e  m u c h  of the log boo k  data in detail, but most of this w o r k  w i l l  be m o r e  

m e a n i n g f u l  whe n  the 1977 d ata is a v a i l a b l e  for comparison.

Som e  of the data s ummaries a r e  org a n i z e d  by c a l e n d a r  w eek (Sunday through 

Saturday); in others, 1976 is divided into 3 parts: Early (Jan. 1 through

J u n e  14), Mi d d le  (June 15 through July 31), and L ate (August 1 through D e c ember 

31). V e r y  little fishing w a s  reported be f o r e the last w e e k  in April or after 

the m i d d l e  of September.

Th e  n ine s t a t i s t i ca l  areas selected for data s u m m a r i e s  are shown in Figure 1. 

Initially, Alaska T r o l l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  m e m be r s  o u t l in e d  14 a reas roughly e n­

clo s i n g  r e l a ti v e l y  d i sc r e t e  troll fisheries. B e c a u s e  few of the. r e porting bo a t s  

fished in some areas, it was nec e s s a r y  to make a few adjustments. The result­

ing  nine a r e a s  shown in Figure 1 are:

D ixon Entrance: O u t s i de  and inside wa t e r s  south of 

Cape M u z o n  and Ketchikan.

Noyes Island: Outs i d e  and coastal wa te r s  from 

Cap e M u z o n  nor t h w e s t  to Cape 

D e c i s i o n .

Baranof Island: Outs i d e  coast of Baranof Island s o u t h­

east of S itka Sound and including west 

C h a t h a m  Strait.

I



F I G U R E  1. N i n e  s t a t i s t i c a l  areas used for s u m m a r y  of 1976 troll log book data.
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S itka Sound: O u t s i d e  coast of Baranof Island from 

n o r t h w e s t  point to s o u t h e a s t  of Sitka 

S o u n d .

Ca p e  Cross:

F a i r w e a t h e r  Grounds:

O u t s i d e  w a t e r s  n o rthwest of Cross Sound 

but not i n c l u d i n g  the F a i r w e a th e r  Grounds.

O u t s i d e  w a t e r s  nort h w e s t  of Cross Sound, 

w es t  of Cape C ross area to above Cape 

F a i r w ea t h e r .  I n c ludes F a i r w e a t h e r  

G r o u n d s .

H a i n e s  to P e te r s b u r g :  

W e s t  P r i n c e  of Wales:

Inside w a t e r s  fro m  Ha i n e s  to Petersburg.

C o a s t a l  w a t e r s  of w e s t  Pr i n ce  of Wales 

Island i n c l u d i n g  Cord ov a  Bay and waters 

n o r t h w e s t  to Sumner Strait.

C l a r e n c e  Strait: I nside w a t e r s  east of P r i n c e  of Wales 

Island from Ket c h i k a n  to Petersburg.

While the N o y e s  Island, Bara n o f  Island, and Sitka Sound areas incl u d e offshore 

waters, a l m o s t  a l l  r e p o rt e d  trolling in these a reas wa s  c lose to shore.
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SECTION I

S A L M O N  D I S T R I B U T I O N  A N D  O C E A N O G R A P H I C  C O N D I T I O N S

Mr. Ivan Frohne 

D i v i s i o n  of C o m m e r c i a l Fi s h e r i e s  

A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of Fish and G a m e

W e e k l y  a v e r a g e  s a l m o n  catc h e s  p e r boat per day by s p e c i e s  and the n u m b e r  of 

r e p orted fish i n g  d ays for the n i n e  statistical a r e a s  are  p l o t t e d  by w e e k  in 

Figures 2 t h r ou g h  7 of this section. Almost all r e p o r t e d  f i sh i n g  o c c u r r e d 

d u r i n g  c a l e n d a r  w e e k s  18 thro u g h  37 (late A p r i l  t h r o u g h  m i d - S e p t e m b e r ) . None 

of the i n d i v i d u a l  ar e a  plots c o v e r  the whole p e r i o d  b e c a u s e  few or no r e porting 

boats fished in s o m e  weeks. T h e  dashed line on ea c h  of the plots shows weekly 

a v e r a ge  s u r f a c e  w a t e r  temperature, in degrees F ahrenheit. The solid line is the 

n u m b e r  of r e p o r t e d  fishing day s  during the w e e k  in F i g u r e  1, and w e e k l y  average 

c a t c h  (number of fish) per day in Figures 2 through 7.

Days Fished

T he a v e r a g e  n u m b e r  of days fished for eac h  w e e k  is s h o w n  in Fig u r e  1 (solid 

line). T h e  plots for N oyes Island and Dixon E n t r a n c e  s u g g e s t  that days 

fished g r a d u a l l y  i n c r e a s ed  u n ti l  m i d - J u n e  at N o y e s Island, w h e n  b oats began to 

m o v e  to D i x o n Entrance, w h e r e  r e p o rt e d  effort p e a k e d  in July. Fishing in Sitka 

Sound pe a k e d  in l ate M a y  and e arly June, but did no t  d e c l i n e  to low levels 

until Sept e mb e r .  In n o r t h e r n  inside areas (Haines to P e t e r s b u r g )  there was 

little r e p or t e d  fish i n g  u nt i l  September.

T e m p e r a t u r e

The w e e k l y  a v e r a g e  s u r f a c e w a t e r  temperature for e a c h  w e e k  is shown in Figure 1 

(dashed .line). Th i s  a v e r a g e  w e e k l y  temperature is al s o  p l o t t e d  agai n s t  fish 

c atch in Fi g u re  2 thro u g h  7 in o r d e r  to e v a luate p o s s i b l e  correlation.

C h i n o o k  C a t c h

For the r e g i o n  as a wh o l e,  fishing for large and m e d i u m  c h i n o o k  was best in late 

M a y  and June, w i t h  a v e r a g e  c a t c h e s ranging from 8 to 12 per d a y  (Figure 2).

There was li t t le  r e p o r t e d  effort on the Fa i r w e a t h e r  G r o u n d s  and in the Cape Cross 

a r e a  in M a y  and e a r l y  June, but catc h e s  were hi g h  in late J u n e  and early July. 

Catc h e s  w e r e  u s u a l l y  a b o v e  four per day in Sitka Sound, N oyes Island and Dixon 

E n t rance for m o s t  of the period, but declined to l o w e r  levels in August and 

S ep t e m b e r in o t h e r  areas. T h e r e  seemed to be little, if any, c o r r e l a t i o n  of 

chin o o k  c a t c h  w i t h  w a t e r  temperature.

Large C h i n o o k  C a tc h

Catches of l arge c h i n o o k  peaked in May nea r  eight fish per day in Sitka Sound; 

at N oyes Is l a n d  fishi n g  wa s  b e t t e r  at 12 large c h i n o o k  per day for a shorter



period (first w e e k  of June) (Figure 3). For all a r e a s  combined, catc h e s  of 

large c h i n o o k  a v er a g e d  five per day before July and about two per day afterward.

M e d i u m  C h i n o o k  C atch

M e d i u m  c h i n o o k  c a t c h e s  g e n e r a l l y  ranged from a li t t l e o v e r  on e  per day to about 

four per da y  and w e r e  less v a r i a b l e  than larger c h i n o o k  e x c e p t  on the F a i r we a t h e r  

Grounds and in the C a p e  C ross area, where very large catc he s  w e r e  r e p or t e d  in late 

J une (Figure 4). In D i x o n  Entrance, w here catches of large c h i n o o k  w e r e  usually 

s mall e r  t han the s o u t h e a s t  average, the m e d i u m  c h i n o o k  c atch was g e n e r a l l y  slightly 

b e t t er  tha n  average.

Released Chinook

Because som e  f i s h e r m e n  did not report shaker estimates, the n u m b e r  of released 

c h i n o o k  p er  d a y  sho u l d  not be compa r ed  to the o t he r  c a t ch  data. M o r e  shakers 

s e e m  to hav e  b e e n  e n c o u n t e r e d  in the Cape Cross area, Noyes Island in early June 

a nd in n o r t h e r n  inside w a t e r s  (Haines to Petersburg) (Figure 5).

Coho <"atch

C oh o  c a t c h e s  peaked s h a r p l y  in outside areas d u ri n g  the f irst w e e k  of August but in 

D ixon E n t r a n c e ,  the a v e r a g e  was above 20 per day for J uly and n e a r l y  15 per day for 

August and e a r l y  Se p t e m b e r  (Figure 6). Some d e p e n d e n c e  of c a t c h  on w a t e r  temper­

ature is s h o w n  in m a n y  of the plots. Aver a g e  c atch pe r  day tends to increase with 

i ncre a s in g  w a t e r  temperature, and vice versa. But s ince w a t e r  temperatures are 

lowered w h e n  r ough w e a t h e r  brings colder, de e p e r  w a t e r s  to the surface, this effect 

may be i n d i r e c t l y  due to poor fishing conditions in st o r m y  w e a ther. W h a t e v e r  the 

reason, the s o u t h e a s t  a v e r a g e  w e e k l y  catch increased on the a v e r a g e  by 50 percent 

w h e n  w a t e r  t e m p e r a t u r e  increased; w hen the t e m p e r a t ur e  r e m a i n e d  c o n stant or d e­

clined, the c o h o  c atch al s o  declined, on the average, by 7 percent.

Pink S a lm o n  C a t c h

Pink c a t c h es  w e r e  larg e s t  at N oyes Island, w h er e  they e x c e e d e d  50 per day in mid- 

A u g u st  (Figure 7). C a t c h e s  we r e  quite small in n o r t h e r n  and o t h e r  o u ts i d e  areas.
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C A L E N D A R  W E E K

BARANOF ISLAND
C A L E N D A R  w e e k

NOYES ISLAND

C A L E N D A R  w e e k

DIXON ENTRANCE
C A L E N D A R  W E E K  C A L E N D A R  WE E K

WEST PRINCE OF WALES CLARENCE STRAIT

C A L E N D A R  W E E K

HAINES TO PETERSBURG

F I G U R E  1. R e p o r t e d  fish i n g  days (solid line) and w e e k l y  a v e r a g e  s u r f a c e  w a t e r  tempera t u r e  for 

n ine s t a t i s t i c a l  areas and for SouLheast in total.
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CATCH TEM PERATURE

C A L E N D A R  W C C K  C A L E N D A R  W I C K  C A L E N D A R  W C C K

BARANOF ISLAND NOYES ISLAND HAINES TO PETERSBURG

C A L E N D A R  W C C K  C A L E N D A R  W C C K  C A L E N D A R  W C C K

DIXON ENTRANCE WEST PRINCE OF WALES CLARENCE STRAIT

FIGURE 2. Weekly average Chinook catch per boat per day for nine statistical areas and for South­

east in total.
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C k l C n o k a  W t C K

FAIRWEATHER GROUNDS
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CATCH
TEM PERATURE

C A I E N M A  W C C K

SITKA SOUNO

FIGURE 2 (cunt.) W e e k l y  a v e r a g e  Chin o o k  c a t c h  p e r  boa t  per day for nine s tatistical a r e a s  and for

S ou t h e a s t in total.
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CATCH TEM PERATURE

BARANOF ISLAND
C C . I N D A I I  > [ [ <

NOYES ISLAND
ULlKBU WtH

HAINES TO PETERSBURG

FIGURE 3. Weekly average large Chinook catch per boat per day for nine statistical areas and for
Southeast in total.
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C A L E N D A R  WE E K  C A L E N D A R  W E E K  C A L E N D A R  WE E K

FAIRWEATHER GROUNDS CAPE CROSS SITKA SOUND

FIGURE 3 (cont.) Weekly average large Chinook catch per boat per day Cor nine statistical areas and

Southeast in total.
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CATCH TEM PERATURE

C A L E N D A R  WEEK

DIXON ENTRANCE

C A L E N D A R  WE E K

BARANOF ISLAND
c a l e n d a r  w e e k

HAINES TO PETERSBURG
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C A L E N D A R  W C C K
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W EST PRINCE OF WALES CLARENCE STRAIT

F I G U RE  5. W e e k l y  a v e r a g e  released Chin oo k  per b o a L  per day for nine s t a t i s t i c a l  a reas and for 

S o u t h e a s t  in total. Note these values sh o u ld  no t  be c o m pa r e d  to catch dat a  as all 

f i s h e r m e n  did not report shakers.
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F I G U R E  5 (cont.) W e e k l y  a v e r a g e  r e l eased C h i n o o k  per boat per day for nine st a t i s t ic a l  a r e as  and for

S ou t h e a s t i.n total. N o t e  these values should not be c o m pared to c atch d a t a  as a l l  

f i s h e r m e n  did not report shakers.



CATCH TEM PERATURE
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FIGURE 6. Weekly average Coho catch per boat per day for nine statistical areas and for Southeast
in total.
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FIGURE 6 (cont.) Weekly average Coho catch per boat per day for nine statistical areas and for Southeast

in total.
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FIGURE 7. Weekly average Pink Salmon catch per boat per day for nine statistical areas and for

Southeast in total.
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FIGURE 7 (cont.) Weekly average Pink Salmon catch per boat per day for nine statistical areas and for

Southeast in total.
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SECTION II

S A L M O N  FOO D  O B S E R V A T I O N S

Dr. Bruce L. W i n g  

Nor th w e s t  and A l a s k a  Fisheries C en t e r  Auke Bay L a b o r a t o r y  

N a t i o n a l  M a r i n e  Fis h e r i e s  Service, N O A A

I N T R O D U C T I ON

W h i c h  foods fish eat, h o w  o f t e n  they are eaten, and how mu c h  is e a t e n  are i m­

portant i n f o r m a t i o n to f i s h e r m e n  and to r es ource managers. The k i n d s  and

amou n t s  of foods a v a i l a b l e  to fish affect the c h o i c e  and e f f i c i e n c y  of lures, 

the g r o w t h  and s u r v i v a l of fish, so metimes the qu a l i t y  of f i s h er y  products, and 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  are important in d e c i s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  the a l l otment of fishery 

res ou r c e s  to c o m p e t i n g  a nd / o r  c o o p e r a t i n g  fisheries. R e c o gn i z i n g  the need for 

be t te r  and c o n t i nu i n g  data on food habits of c o m m e r c i a l  fish, the p a r t i c i p a n t s  

in the 1976 A l a s k a  T r o l l  Log Boo k  P r og r a m  r e p orted daily o b s e r v a t i o n s  on wha t

king, coho, pink, and chu m  s a l m o n  we r e  eating.

METH O D S

T h e  tr o llers recorded daily the food species w h i c h  wer e  mos t  evid e n t in the 

s t o machs of troll-caught salmon, and ranked the f o o d s — 1 , 2 , or 3— in order of 

importance. During the 1976 s e a s o n  no s e p ar a t i o n  w a s  made b e t w e e n  the foods of 

each s a l m o n  species. The foods w e r e  d esignated by common n ames or, in many 

cases w h e r e  common names do not exist or hard to identify larval or j u v e n i l e  

forms eaten, by short d e s c r i p t i v e  phrases.

All o b s e r v a t i o n s  were  coded and placed in a c o m p u t e r  file by the A l a s k a  D e p a r t­

ment of F ish and G a m e  C o m m e r c i a l  Fis h e r i e s B iological Research Division. Sub­

sequently, the data w e r e  s u m m a r i z e d  in we e k l y  int e r v a l s and for early, middle, 

and late season. To s u m m a r i z e  the data, the foods were g iven an a r b i t r a r i l y -  

we i g h t e d  score (S) c a l c u l a t e d  by the following formula:

S = n l +  n 2/3 +  n 3/6 x 100 

T

w h e r e nj is the nu m b e r  of troll days on w hich that species w a s  ranked most 

abundant in the period of interest, and no and n 3 have s i m i l a r d e f i n i t i o n s  for 

second and third most a b u n d a n t  foods. T is the total number of troll days for 

the area in the time period examined. W hen nj = T (and no and n 3 are n e c e s s a r i l y  

zero), the case w h e r e  a food spec i e s  always ranks first, S = 100. S is zero only 

w h e n  nj = no = 0 3  = 0 .
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Because foods in s t o m ac h  c o n t e n t s a r e  often d i f f i c u l t  to identify and b e­

cause some spec i e s o c c u r r e d  i n f requently, for this p r e l i m i n a r y  su m m a r y  the 

salmon feed species w e r e  g r o u p e d  as follows for the w e e k l y  summaries:

1. Sandlance: n e e d l e f i s h

He r r i n g

3. C a p e l i n

4. Pollock: y o u n g pollock, hake, whiting, tomcod, cod, and 

o t h e r  c od - l i k e  forms

5. Crustaceans: k r il l  ( e u p h a u s i i d s ) , shrimp, san d fl e a s  (amphipods),

and o t h e r  s h r i m p - l i k e  forms

6. Other: snails, octopus, squid, worms, u n i d e n t i f i e d  s m a l l  

fish, items listed as unknown, salmon fingerlings, 

and o t h e r  species which, w er e  rarely listed.

The same gr o u p i n g s  w e r e  used for the early, middle, and late s e a s o n  s u m m ar i e s  

ex c ep t  that c a p e l i n  and o ther smelts w e r e  combined.

The r e l a t i v e  i m p o rt a n c e  each w e e k  of the six food c a t e go r i e s  in s t o m a c h s  of 

troll-caught sa l m o n for eacli of the nine troll areas and for all a reas co m bined 

are s ho w n  g r a p h i c a l l y  in Fi g u r e  1. For those cases w h e r e  the s u m  of the food 

scores (Sj +  S 2 +  S 3 . . . S6 ) w a s  o ver 100, that sum wa s  equa t e d to 100 and 

Sj's shown in proper proportion. The  earliest o b s e r v a t i o n s  w e r e  in the w e e k  of 

F e b r ua r y  15 in Sitka Sound, and the latest o b s e r v at i o n s  w ere in the w e e k  of 

S e p t e m b e r  19 in Dixon Entrance. M o s t  o b s e r vations w e r e  betw e e n Ma y  25 and 

S e p t e m b e r  18. A p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 ,000 feed ob s e r vations w e r e  reported. For the 

total season, the N oyes Island area had the most o b s er v a t i o n s  and the F a i r w e a t h e r  

G r o u n ds  the least o b s e rvations.

Because the n u m b e r s  of o b s e r v a t i o n s  per wee k  are o f t e n  too small to be of 

significance, the data are further summarized by e arly (February 1 6 - J u n e  14), 

mi d d l e  (June 15-July 31), and late (August 1-December 15) rep o r t i ng  p e r i o d s  

(Figure 2). T hese time p e r i o d s  w e r e  chosen a r b i t r a r i l y  to r e p r e s e nt  the early 

period w h e n  kin g  sa l m o n  w ere the m a i n  target species of the fishery, a mi d d le  

se a s o n  w h e n  fishing wa s  most intense and coho a m a j o r  target species, and a 

late se a so n  a f t er  m o s t  b oa t s  had quit fishing.

T h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  s u m m a r i es  of d a t a  given in the figures mus t be i n t e r p r e t e d  

w i t h  caution, r e c o g n i z i n g  that for m any of the w e e k s and seve r a l  of the areas,

RESULTS

D I S C U SS I O N
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16 MAY to 14 JUNE‘ 76 15 JUNE to 31 JULY'76 1 AUG to 18 SEPT '76 16 MAY to 18 SEPT '76

15 APR to 14 JUNE‘76 15 JUNE to 31 JULY' 76 1 AUG to 25SEFT '76

M
V

15 FEB to 25 SEPT'76

10 APR to 14 JUNE '76 15 JUNE to 31 JULY'76 1 AUG to II SEPT. ‘ 76

/ 4 l

18 APR to

\  /'M y
11 SEPT '76

11 APR to 14 JUNE '76 15 JUNE to 31 JULY'76 1 AUG to II SEPT '76

|  
II APR to 1 SEPT '76

F I G U R E  2. Seasonal importance ot s a l m o n  food species for statistical a reas of 

s o u t h e a s t  Alaska. Width of the pies are p r o p o r t i o n a l  to the w e i g h te d  food 

scores ( S ) . Time periods of e arly and late seasons vary a c c ording to ac t u a l  

da t e s  f i s h i n g  began and ended.
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r.he number of observations are very small and that the data are frequency obser­
vations based on subjective judgments as to which foods were most abundant.
Actual measurements (weight or volume) of the foods were not made. Accepting 
these limitations on the data, the tentative interpretations of the data are 
presented.

For the whole season and area, sandlance, herring, and crustaceans ranked 1, 2, 
and 3 respectively in importance but did not differ greatly from each other.
Small pollock (and other cod-like fishes) ranked 4 in importance, somewhat more 
important than the capelin and other smelt. Examined on a weekly time frame, 
sandlance were most important in the early season, the crustaceans in April and 
May, and the pollock in July and August.

The overall impressions do not hold true for the individual fishery areas. Sand­
lance did dominate the observation all season in the Noyes Island and Sitka 
areas. Herring were the dominant foods all season in the Dixon Entrance and 
Clarence Strait areas. Crustaceans (all shrimp-like foods) were most important 
in the Cape Cross area and Fairweather Grounds in the middle season and 
appeared to be replaced by young pollock in the late part of the season (there 
were no early season observations). T’ollock were of major importance in late 
July and August in all except the Clarence Strait, Dixon Entrance, and Noyes 
Island areas. Capelin and smelts were very important as foods in the Haines- 
Petersburg area where they were about equal in importance to the sandlance or 
pollock as salmon forage. The West Prince of Wales, Baranof Island, and Haines- 
Petersburg areas had the most complex feeding patterns.

The 1976 log book data demonstrate area and within season changes in the king 
and coho salmon diets. The data can be compared to the 1957-58 study by Reid 
(1961). Reid gathered stomachs from the troll fleet and gave a detailed 
analysis of species composition by frequency and weight. The two sets of data 
are not equivalent because of the differences in statistical treatment and ob­
servation. Reid did find some area differences similar to that observed this 
year in that the relative importance oi sandlance was highest in the Fairweather 
and Cape Cross areas, herring highest in the Haincs-Petersburg and Dixon 
Entrance areas, and capelin and smelt most important in the Noyes Island and 
West Prince of Wales Island areas. Overall in Reid's data, herring were the 
mosL frequently observed food species while in 1976 sandlance were the most 
frequently observed food. In Reid's 1957-58 study, the frequency of foods 
would rank: herring, 1; other. 2; capelin and smelt, 3; sandlance, 4;
crustaceans (shrimp-like forms), 5; and squid, 6. Polioek were of minor im­
portance in 1957 and 1958, and less important than young rockfish. In 1976 
the rankings were: sandlance, 1; herring, 2; crustaceans, 3; pollock, 4;
capelin and smelt, 5; and others, 6. Squid were rare in the 1976 data and 
young rockfish were not reported. Of potential side interest was the obser­
vation that young salmon smolts were very minor food items in botli the 1957-58 
and 1976 data sets, indicating that cannibalism is not a major problem during 
the marine phase of salmon life as it in in some other fisheries.
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CONCLUSION

The 1976 Troll Log Book Program has provided useful data on the diets of king 
and coho salmon. Distinct area and seasonal differences were observed and, by 
comparison with earlier data, considerable year to year changes are evident.
In 1976 the salmon relied upon a variety of foods which ranked in order of 
importance as sandlance, herring, crustaceans, pollock, capelin and smelts, and 
other items. Sandlance were most important early in the season and in the outer 
and northern areas. Herring were most important in the Dixon Entrance and 
Clarence Strait areas. Pollock were a major food item in the outer and 
northern areas late in the season. Pollock had not been previously reported as 
a major food item of salmon. Also, crustaceans were more important in 1976 than 
in the earlier study.

The data and interpretations presented in this report are preliminary and 
tentative. Subsequent intensive analyses will probably change the inter­
pretations and conclusions somewhat. However, the data do show the importance 
of continuing studies on fish diets and the need for yearly observations on 
relationships of fish to their environment and the potential changes in 
fisheries.
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SUCTION III

DISTRIBUTION AND FREQUENCY OF OCCURRENCE OF BOTTOMFISH 
AS INDICATED BY TROLL CATCHES

Dr. Richard S. Straty 
Northwest and Alaska Fisheries Center Auke Bay Laboratory 

National Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA

During the 1976 fishing season, trollers participating in the log book program 
recorded the occurrence of "large numbers" of bottomfish in their catches. This 
information was expected to show seasonal and area differences in the abundance 
of various species of bottomfish, i.e., halibut, pollock, turbot (arrowtooth 
flounder), hake, and bass (rockfish and others) in southeastern Alaska.

The interpretation of these data are preliminary in nature and subject to change 
when viewed more closely with respect to environmental data, changes in fishing 
depths, allotted fishing periods, and/or area or seasonal closures. Because 
some of these data were not available (seasonal changes in fishing depth), were 
not available in summary form (environmental data), or not reviewed (fishing 
periods and area closures), there is uncertainty in attributing seasonal and area 
differences in the occurrence of bottomfish to these factors and/or to real 
area differences and seasonal changes in fish behavior. The uncertainties in 
the interpretation of much of these data can be greatly reduced in the future 
by knowing such things as the appioximate depth of fishing, when bottomfish 
(halibut) are the principle target species, and some indication of the numbers 
of bottomfish captured.

SEASONAL DIFFERENCES IN THE OCCURRENCE OF BOTTOMFISH

Bottomfish in general were more frequent in troll catches made during the early 
(January 1-June 14) and middle (June 15-July 31) period than during the late 
(August 1-December 31) period (Table 1). We are uncertain if this occurrence 
reflects a seasonal change in depth preference of bottomfish or is due to a 
change by fishermen to a shallower fishing depth for coho salmon during the late 
period. It is assumed that deeper fishing results in greater catches of bottom­
fish than shallow fishing.

HALIBUT

Salable halibut were more frequent in the catches made in most areas during the 
middle (June 15-July 31) period than during the early and late periods (Table 1). 
Undersized halibut appeared to occur more frequently in the catches made during 
the early period of January 1 through June 14. The apparent lower abundance of 
both salable and undersized halibut during the late period may be due to a 
switch to shallower fishing for coho salmon at this time.
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TABLE 1. FREQUENCY OF OCCURRENCE OF BOTTOMFISH CAPTURED BY AREA

Percent, of T o t a l  B o a t  D a y  S p e c i e s  C a p t u r e d

Area
Total
boat
days

Salable
halibut

U n d e r­
sized
halibut

Pollock
hake

Turbot
(arrowtooth
flounder)

Cod
Bass (rockfish) 

and other 
bottomfish

Unknown
or

none

January 1 - June 14, 1976

Dixon Entrance 85 12 5 3 4 1 21 64

Noyes Island 484 10 21 33 1 1 15 48

Baranof Island 28 14 7 46 0 0 71 21

Sitka Sound 253 5 5 31 0 0 41 46

Cape Cross 27 7 0 0 0 0 26 70

Fairweather Grounds 6 17 17 0 0 0 33 50

Haines to Petersburg 20 0 0 0 0 0 15 85
West Prince of Wales 81 0 1 6 0 1 9 86
Clarence Strait 35 6 0 0 0 0 0 94

Southeast Alaska 1,016 8 12 26 1 1 23 54

June 15 -  July 31 , 1976

Dixon Entrance 273 23 8 1 4 3 13 61
Noyes Island 317 17 15 14 6 2 31 44
Baranof Island 60 0 3 23 0 0 12 72
Sitka Sound 218 8 2 3 0 1 26 66
Cape Cross 157 6 5 21 0 0 12 75
Fairweather Grounds 39 15 21 0 0 0 3 64
Haines to Petersburg 38 18 0 37 0 0 3 55
West Prince of Wales 117 12 3 6 0 0 8 77
Clarence Strait 122 16 1 1 2 0 3 79
Southeast Alaska 1,337 14 7 8 2 1 17 63

August 1 - December 31, 1976

Dixon Entrance 138 13 7 2 2 3 6 78
Noyes Island 149 11 18 4 0 0 12 65
Baranof Island 77 1 0 11 0 0 9 84
Sitka Sound 178 2 7 8 0 5 27 61
Cape Cross 173 1 3 7 0 0 2 90
Fairweather Grounds 19 11 5 11 0 0 0 95
Haines to Petersburg 156 1 0 32 0 1 3 65
West Prince of Wales 106 8 1 4 3 1 15 75
Clarence Strai 43 9 0 2 0 0 0 8S
Southeast Alaska 1,037 5 5 9 1 1 10 74



Although salable halibut occurred frequently in the catches made during the 

early period in fishing districts encompassing the outer coasts, they were 

virtually absent from catches made in the inside waters of the Haines to 

Petersburg, West Prince of Wales, and Clarence Strait areas (Table 1). This 

suggests that halibut may move from more coastal waters to the inside waters 

during the summer and out again during the late fall and winter.

POLLOCK/HAKE

In these analyses pollock and hake have been treated as a group because of the 

uncertainty among fishermen in making positive identification of each species.

For all fishing areas in general, pollock/hake were most frequent in the catches 

made during the early period of January 1 through June 14 (Table 1). With the 

exception of Cape Cross and Haines to Petersburg areas, pollock/hake were more 

frequent in the catches made after late July (Figures 1-9). When reviewing 

Figures 1 through 9, the reader should note that it is the proportion of boat 

days a species was observed in the catch to the total number of boat days 

trolled which is indicative of a species relative abundance rather than only 

the height of the individual bars representing the numbers of boat days of 

species observation.

Several reasons are offered for the apparent difference between the time of 

seasonal occurrence of pollock/hake in the Haines to Petersburg and Cape Cross 

areas and that occurring in the other areas. Unfortunately we do not know to 

what extent the depth of fishing varied between areas for a given fishing 

period. If changes were made to shallower fishing in one area before that in 

another area this could account for seasonal differences in the catch of pollock/ 

hake between areas.

During the winter months, pollock remain deep or very near the bottom. With the 

warming of water temperatures in spring and summer, pollock become more active 

throughout the water column and therefore more vulnerable to troll gear. Sea 

temperatures wanned more slowly and were generally lower by several degrees 

throughout most of the season in the Haines to Petersburg area than in the 

other fishing areas. This may have resulted in pollock becoming more active 

throughout the water column later in this area than in the outer coastal areas. 

This line of reasoning, however, does not explain the later occurrence of 

pollock in the troll catches made in the Cape Cross area (Figure 2) which in­
cludes the outer const.

The late occurrence of pollock in the Haines to Petersburg catches could also 

be attributed to a seasonal influx of large numbers of pollock from the out­

side waters.

TURBOT (ARROWTOOTH FLOUNDER) AND COD

These specj.es occurred so sporadically in catches throughout the fishing sea­

son that the data reveal little about their seasonal occurrence.
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1976.
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1976.
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BASS (ROCKFISH) AND OTHER BOTTOMFISH

For most areas rockfish and other bottomfish generally were most abundant 

during the early January 1 through June 14 fishing period (Table 1 and 

Figures 1-9) This may be the result of deeper fishing for king salmon early 

in the season and a switch to shallower fishing for coho and pink salmon 

later. Rockfish and other fish species were least frequent during the late 

period of August 1 through December 31 (Table 1 and Figures 1-9). For some 

fishing areas (Figures 1, 7, 8, and 9), rockfish and other bottomfish occurred 

sporadically throughout the fishing season and the catches reveal little with 
respect to their seasonal abundance.

FISHING AREA DIFFERENCES IN THE OCCURRENCE OF BOTTOMFISH

Figures 1 through 9 and Table 1 indicate that certain species of bottomfish are 

more prevalent in some fishing areas than in others. To what extent these 

species differences and abundance were due to area differences and/or differences 

in fishing depth is unknown. The interpretation of the recorded catch ob­

servations assumes that fishing depths were similar between areas during a given 
fishing period.

HALIBUT

Both salable and undersized halibut occurred most frequently in the Noyes 

Island, Fairweather Grounds, and Dixon Entrance fishing areas (Table 1). This 

was consistent throughout the fishing season and would seem to indicate that 
halibut are more abundant in-these three areas than in the other six areas. To 

what extent the area differences indicated in Table 1 are due to selective fish­

ing for halibut in these three areas or perhaps fishing for salmon at greater 
depth than in other areas is unknown.

POLLOCK/HAKE

Of the nine areas fished, pollock/hake appear to have been most abundant in the 

Noyes Island and Sitka Sound areas (Figure 3 and 5) and least abundant in the 

Clarence Strait (Figure 8), Dixon Entrance (Figure 6), and West Prince of Wales 

(Figure 7) areas. The other fishing arc s appeared to be intermediate in 
pollock/hake abundance (Figures 2, 4, and 9).

BASS AND OTHERS (Pacific ocean perch, "red snapper," "bombers," other rockfish, 

"buekethead," and other bottomfish)

Bass and other bottomfish also occurred most frequently in the troll catches 

made in Sitka Sound and Noyes Island areas (Figures 3 and 5). The Noyes Island 

area appears to be richer in bottomfish including halibut (Table 1). Whether 

the apparent abundance of bottomfish in the Noyes Island area reflects a 

difference in fishing depth between this and other areas or is due to such 

factors as more suitable food conditions or bottom habitat is unknown. Infor­

mation on the similarities and extent of bottom habitat types in the various 

fishing areas might be a subject worthy of investigation in the future, '’’his 

information might be available frr.n those vessels equipped with recording 
fathometers.
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The fishing areas which appeared to contain the least abundance of bottomfish 

were Clarence Strait and the Haines to Petersburg areas (Figures 8 and 9). The 

remaining areas were intermediate in the abundance of bottomfish species. Both 

the Haines to Petersburg and Clarence Strait areas included the inside waters of 

southeast Alaska were food abundance and bottom habitat types may be less con­

ducive to supporting as large a population of bottom fish as the more coastal 

fishing areas.

UNUSUAL PELAGIC FISHES

Pomfret, pampano (butterfish), and opahs were reported in late July and early 

August from the Fairweather and Cape Cross areas. The pomfret were confirmed 

by specimens delivered to the Auke Bay Laboratory. These fish apparently 

moved inshore with war m  waters at that time. Promfret are commonly associated 

with the warmer offshore waters of the North Pacific from central British 

Columbia to southern California.

The reports of pompano, or butterfish, were far north of their recorded ranges,

and were not confirmed by specimens. These may have been small pomfret which

at 8-12 inches are very similar in shape and color to pompano. Pompano are 

more commonly encountered off the California coast and rarely occur as far 

north as Vancouver Island. Specimens of pompano or suspected pompano would be 

appreciated by the Auke Bay Laboratory.

The report of opah from the Cape Cross area was by word of mouth. These

medium to large fish are associated with the same warm water as the pomfret.

In the North Pacific, the opah and pomfret have similar ranges.
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SECTION IV

MARINE MAMMAL SIGHTINGS

Lt. Roger Mercer 

Marine Mammal Division 

Northwest and Alaska Fisheries Center 

National Marine Fisheries Service

ABSTRACT

The Alaska Trollers Log Book Program of 1976 has yielded almost 1,000 sighting 

reports of marine mammals; furthermore, these sightings have come from areas 

previously unmonitored by our other Platforms of Opportunity observers. Sight­

ing records of humpback (M e g a p t e r a  n o v a e a n g l i a e )  whales from Sitka Sound and 

the Fairweather Grounds indicate that these animals may feed along the coast in 

large congregations (April-May) after arriving from their winter calving range 

and before dispersing throughout southeastern Alaska later in the season.

Killer whale (O r o i n u s  o r c a ) sightings do not re,real any similar patterns of 

seasonal distribution. Brief examination of other sighting records yield no 

conclusive results at this time.

METHODS

During the 1976 season, aside from Northwest and Alaska Fisheries Center (NWAFC) 

identification briefings, the Trollers were not supplied with adequate marine 

mammal identification materials. Radio communication between fishermen helped 

to fill this gap, and resulted in a higher proportion of reliable identifi­
cations than might have been otherwise possible.

Troll log books for 1977 include several pages of marine mammal identification 

material and should help trollers to make positive identifications. Marine 

mammals that cannot be positively identified are reported as unknown whales, 

porpoises or seals, and an attendant description of the animal is given.

Data from the log books were coded for computer processing by Ivan Frohne and 

Julie Carson, Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) , Juneau. Computer 

Lapes of the data were not available for Northwest and Alaska Fisheries Center 

(NWAFC) analysis at the time this preliminary report was prepared, and, con­

sequently, this review of the data is based upon tabulations produced by Mr. 
Frohne.

These tabulations employ the statistical areas described in the Introduction 
of this report and a breakdown of the year into early (1 January - 14 June), 

middle (15 June - 31 July), and late (1 August - 31 December) periods. When 

computerized data become available, plots and analyses of troller data can be 

integrated with other information into a more comprehensive report.
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