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4/27/77

C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T  

S E N A T E

Date

Mr. President

The Committee on r’i . w r r:v has had HB 107

special a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to C i t y  of Eaele for i-estoration of W i c k e r e h a m  Court House 
under consideration. A majority of the members of the Committee

$ 7  recommends it do pass

o  recommends it do not pass

o  recommends it do pass with  attached amendment(s)

r j  recommends it be repla c e d  with CS for ______________

CS for ________________________ do pass

and that

/ / (and) recommends it be referred to the 

committee

/ ~ 7  reports it back without  recommendatj.on 

/_/ AND attaches a report of its intent 

/ ~ 7  (other)

MEMBERS S I G N I N G  THE M A J O R I m Y REPORT:

/ ‘ • V /  •
-  . 1 2 .

/  ’ /  4  H  
- H  -

T ' t - 7

!    ~ i'

MEMBERS N O T  C O N C U R R I N G  IN THE MAJORITY  REPORT:

______________________________  recommends: ____________

______________________________  r e c o m m e n d s : ____________

r e c o m m e n d s :

60 /

M A .  •
Chairman

- ..



I. R E Q U E S T
Bill/Resolution No. H.B. 107______________________________________________________
Title Special Appropriation to the Citv of Eacle_______________________________
R equ es te d  b y S t a t e  A f f a i r s  & . F i n a n c e  (R ed Sw anson )______________D a t e . 1/27/77

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected C? tv of Eaql e_____
Program Category Affected________ none
Budget Request Unit(s) Affected________none

EXPENDITURES  (Thousands of Dollars)

F Y  77 F Y  78 F Y  79 F Y  80 F Y  81 F Y  82
100 P E R S O N A L  SER’ ICES
200 T R A V E L
300 C O N T R A C T U A L
400 COMMOD ITIES
500 E O U I P M E N T

•

600 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S
700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC. 5,000

T O T A L
____________________________ 5,000

F U N D I N G  (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  F U N D
F E D E R A L  F U N D S

O T H E R  (Specify)

POSITIONS

F U L L  TIME 0 •

PAR T  TIME 0

T E M P O R A R Y 0

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)

Assumption is that city will receive the State funds and will match it with presently 
allocated Federal Historic Preservation grant of equal amount. The city will perform 
the work and be responsible to account for the grant. Future maintenance is the 
responsibility of the city. Issuance and processing the grant will be performed by 
the grants administration section of the Division of Parks, funded by a surcharge 
taken from the grants. The project will restore and reconstruct the foundation and 
front proch area of the Wickersham Courthouse building which is a key feature of the 
historic district.

I V .  P A T H  1 / 2 7 / 7 7 P R E P A R E D  BY Russ Cahill. St.iln Historic Pras.cn/AJlLQii.
AC'i.'Mr'v Division nfPnrl/c nee
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(IN THE HOUSE BY SWANSON

HOUSE BILL NO. 107 

IN THE LEGISL A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A LASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act m a k i n g  a special appropriation to the City of

Eagle for restor a t i o n  of the W i c k e r s h a m  Court House; 

and prov i d i n g  for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISL A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $5,000 is a p p ropriated from the general fund to

the City of Eagle to be used w i t h  federal matc h i n g  funds for the restoration

of the W i c k e r s h a m  Court House, listed in the National Register of Historic 

P l a c e s .

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance w i t h  AS 01.10.- 

0 7 0 ( c ) .

I n t r o d u c e d : 1/25/77
Referred: State Affairs anc
Finance

# -1- HB 107
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Introduced: 1/25/77
Referred: State Affairs and
Finance

EN THE HOUSE BY SWANSON

HOUSE BILL NO. 107 

IN THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF A LASKA 

TE N T H  LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL

for an Act entitled: "An Act making a special appropriation to the City of

Eagle for restoration of the W i c k e r s h a m  Court House; 

and providing for an effective date."

JE IT ENACTED BY THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $5,000 is appropriated from the general, fund to

:he City of Eagle to be used wit h  federal matching funds for the restoration

)f the W i c k e r s h a m  Court House, listed in the National Register of Historic 

P laces.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance w i t h  AS 01.10.- 

)70(c) .

# - 1 - HB 107
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"An A c t  m a k i n g  a special p n p p r o p r i & t i o n  to the City of Eagle for 
restora.tion of the Wicker, an Court House; effective data."

C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

2/8/77
H O U S E

Mr. Speaker: Date

T!ie Comm i t tee on has had KB 107

under consideration. A Majority of the members of the Committee 

(A) recommends it DO PASS

( ) recommends it DO NOT PASS

( ) recommends it DO PASS WITH ATTACHED AMENDMENT(S)

( ) recommends it BE REPLACED WITH CS FOR ________________  AND THAT

CS F O R ______________________ DO PASS

( ) "and" recommends it BE REFERRED TO THE ____________________________

COMMITTEE

( ) reports it back WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION 

( ) "other"

Members signing the Majority report:
■ i

• / - . . . v ' . . V7 . .

Vf[ . v. * c
l/j ') / ' ' (

, A  A .....

/ /
1 1 ./

V  '  j A * w  ? y . - - .
V . '■ -y

* i y‘\ i f . 1 —.
r. • • ' L i  *T'“

/
/

Members NOT concurring in the Majority report:

r ec omme nds 

r e commend s 

recommend s 

recommend s 

recommend s
• ' V . \ i
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Introduced: 1/25/77
Referred: State Affairs and
Finance

IN THE HOUSE BY SWANSON

HOUSE BILL NO. 107 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act m aking a special appropriation to the City of

Eagle for r estoration of the W i c k e r s h a m  Court House; 

and providing for an effective date."

IBE IT ENACTED BY THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $5,000 is appropriated from the general fund to 

the City of Eagle ':o be used w i t h  federal matc h i n g  funds for the restoration 

of the W i c k e r s h a m  Court House, listed in the National Register of Historic 

P l a c e s .

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.10.- 

070(c) .

# -1- HB 107
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"An A c t  m a k i n g  a special appropriation for capital improvements w i t h i n  
the court system; effective date."

C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T  

H O U S E

3/14/77

_______________________________________ _ D a t e

Mr. Speaker:

The C o m m itte e on _________ FINANCE_______________________ has had h r  11_9__________

un d e r  consideration. A majority of the members of the Committee

/ ~ 7  recommends it do pass

/ ~ 7  recommends it do not pass

/ / recommend." it do pass w i t h  attac h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )

/ ~ 7  recomm ends it be r e p laced  with CS for ____________________________ and that

CS for _______________________  do pass

/ / (and) r ecommends it be referr ed to the _____________________________________

committee

/ ~ 7 reports it back without r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

/~7  AND attache s a report of its intent

/ ~ 7  ( o t h e r ) __________________________________________________ ___________________________

MEMBERS S I G N I N G  THE M A J ORITY  REPORT:

MEMBERS N O T  CO NCUR R I N G  IN THE M A J ORIT Y REPORT:

______________________________  recommends: _____________

______________________________  r e c o m m e n d s : _____________

r e c o m m e n d s :

H 60

C h a i r m a n
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C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

" A n  A c t  m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w i t h i n  the
c o u r t  system; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  da t e . "

1 - 2 5 - 7 7
H O U S E

F I N A N C E

Mr. S p e a k e r :

f U  1/Z2 ,D a t e

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n J U D I C I A R Y h a s  h a d H B  112

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  A-m a j o r  i-ty<r-o £  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  the C o m m i t t e e

r j  r e c o m m e n d s  it do p a s s

/ ~ 7  r e c o m m e n d s  it do n o t  p a s s

/ / r e c o m m e n d s  it do p a s s  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )

m  r e c o m m e n d s  it be r e p l a c e d  w i t h  CS f o r  ______ bf fe / J

}x_JULs c sCS f o r f/ - £ i r z .

a n d  t h a t

/ / (and) r e c o m m e n d s  it be r e f e r r e d  to t h e  _______________________

c o m m i t t e e

/ ~ 7  r e p o r t s  it b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

/ / A N D  a t t a c h e s  a r e p o r t  o f  i t s  i n t e n t  * /

( other) 'tr- ~Fliuv*AJL (j t y y wJ J jUL U w M H k / r \

E R S  S I G N I N G  T H E  M A J O R I T Y  RE P O R T :

O T  C O N C U R R I N G  I N  T H E  M A J O R I T Y  R E P O R T

r e c o m m e n d s  

r e c o m m e n d s  

r e c o m m e n d s :

ni rx n t r u m  :

1

H 60
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I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M IT T E E

C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  1 1 2  

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  ] L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  m a k i n g  a  s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  c a p i t a l
* *. t? * ?’ * •* ■ . r • • .t. *• ‘f t •'f c ' . ‘ ; . • *'. •. • *

i m p r o v e m e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  

f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :
.. • . " -W , • **».,•• 'l * ’

• . .v. M-t ' . ./V . ' •* • • ; . ‘ . • • ,

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  T h e r e  I s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  

C o u r t  S y s t e m  t h e  s u m  o f  $ 3 , 3 1 2 , 1 2 7  f o r  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  p u r p o s e s ,  t o  b e  

a l l o c a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

B a r r o w  C o u r t  B u i l d i n g  

F a i r b a n k s  C o u r t  B u i l d i n g

N o m e  C o u r t  B u i l d i n g
■ * •'' ' /•»» ’• . • > .

D i l l i n g h a m  C o u r t  B u i l d i n g

$ 2 , 1 3 9 , 1 0 0

6 0 , 0 0 0

5 0 , 0 0 0

1 , 0 6 3 , 0 2 7

*  S e c .  2 .  T h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  m a d e  b y  t h i s  A c t  i s  f o r  a  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t  

a n d  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A S  3 7 . 2 5 . 0 2 0 .

*  S e c .  3 .  T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 7 7 .
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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 2 5 / 7 7
R e f e r r e d : J u d i c i a r y  a n d
F i n a n c e

B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M IT T E E  B Y  
I N  T H E  H O U S E  R E Q U E S T  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  1 1 2

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  m a k i n g  a  s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  c a p i t a l

i m p r o v e m e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  

f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  T h e r e  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  

C o u r t  S y s t e m  t h e  s u m  o f  $ 4 , 3 5 7 , 1 0 0  f o r  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  p u r p o s e s ,  t o  b e  

a l l o c a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

B a r r o w  C o u r t  B u i l d i n g  $ 2 , 1 3 9 , 1 0 0
I

F a i r b a n k s  C o u r t  B u i l d i n g  7 1 0 , 0 0 0

N o m e  C o u r t  B u i l d i n g  5 0 , 0 0 0

D i l l i n g h a m  C o u r t  B u i l d i n g  1 , 4 5 8 , 0 0 0 .

*  S e c .  2 .  T h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  m a d e  b y  t h i s  A c t  i s  f o r  a  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t
r s'*'

a n d  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A S  3 7 . 2 5 . 0 2 0 .

*  S e c .  3 .  T h i T  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 7 7 .



T E R R Y  G A R D I N E R
S T A T E  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  

P O U C H  V  B O X  1 0 9 2
J U N E A U  K E T C H I K A N

9 9 8 1 1  9 9 9 0 1

Alaska State Legislature

M a r c h  10, 1977

S t e v e  Co w p e r ,  C h a i r m a n  
H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1  

D e a r  C h a i r m a n  C owper:

T h e  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  p a s s e d  o u t /HB 1 1 2 / o n  the 
c a p i t a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  b i l l  for t h e  c o u r t  system! W e  h a v e  
s e v e r a l  q u e s t i o n s  o n  i t e m s  w e  w i s h  to b r i n g  to the a t t e n t i o n  
of t h e  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  c h o s e  to r e d u c e  the F a i r b a n k s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f r o m
7 1 0 , 0 0 0  d o l l a r s  to 6 0 , 0 0 0  d o l l a r s .  T h e  d e l e t e d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  
w o u l d  h a v e  c o v e r e d  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  p r o p e r t y  for a c o u r t  b u i l d i n g  
in F a i r b a n k s . W e  f e l t  the o n l y  i t e m  th a t  w a s  j u s t i f i e d  at this 
t i m e  w a s  the 6 0 , 0 0 0  d o l l a r s  for p l a n n i n g  p u r p o s e s .  A f t e r  the 
p l a n n i n g  h a s  b e e n  done, a p p l i e d  a c q u i s i t i o n  w o u l d  b e  e a s i e r  for 
th e  L e g i s l a t u r e  to m a k e  a d e c i s i o n  on.

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  w a s  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  p e r  s q u a r e  
fo o t  c o s t s  on the B a r r o w  C o u r t  B u i l d i n g .  T h e  C o u r t  S y s t e m  a g r e e d  
t h a t  t h e  c o s t  f i g u r e  s e e m e d  e x o r b i t a n t  b u t  w a s  u n a b l e  to p r o v i d e  
us w i t h  a n y  m o r e  a c c u r a t e  a n d  r e a l i s t i c  f i g u r e s .  E v e n  t h o u g h  
the C o m m i t t e e  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  the t o t a l  p e r  s q u a r e - f o o t  cost, 
the m a j o r i t y  o f  the C o m m i t t e e  d i d  a g r e e  t h a t  the B a r r o w  C o u r t  
B u i l d i n g  w a s  the n u m b e r  o n e  p r i o r i t y  f o r  t h e  c a p i t a l  b u d g e t  of the

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  a l s o  r e d u c e d  the D i l l i n g h a m  C o u r t  B u i l d i n g  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  
f i g u r e  5J0  to n e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r w a r d e d  us f r o m  the Dept, of P u b l i c  
Wo r k s .  T h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  s h o u l d  s c r u t i n i z e  this f i g u r e  to d e t e r­
m i n e  w h e t h e r  it w o u l d  b e  a d e q u a t e  to c o v o r  the n e e d e d  f a c i l i t y .  A l s o  
t h e  C o m m i t t e e  s h o u l d  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  i d e a  of a l e a s e - b a c k  p r o g r a m  b y  
the C o u r t  S y s t e m  for the D i l l i n g h a m  C o u r t  B u i l d i n g .  P r o g r a m s  s i m i l a r  
to this h a v e  w o r k e d  in o t h e r  a r e a s  of the State.
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Rep. S t e v e  C o w p e r  
F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
H B  112
M a r c h  10, 197 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B i l l  M i l e s  o f  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  c o n­
d u c t e d  m o s t  o f  o u r  r e s e a r c h  on this m a t t e r .  W e  w o u l d  a p p r e c i­
ate y o u r  w o r k i n g  w i t h  h i m  f u r t h e r  on this a p p r o p r i a t i o n  item. 
W e  a r e  f o r w a r d i n g  w h a t  m a t e r i a l s  w e  h a v e  g a t h e r e d  u p  til l  thi s  
p o i n t .

S i n c e r e l y ,

T e r r y  G a r d i n e r  
S t a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e



J a n u a r y  25, 1977

The Honorable Hugh Malone 
Speaker of the House 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18 of the Alaska 
Constitution, and in accordance with AS 24.30.060(b) 
and the Uniform Rules of the Alaska State Legislature, 
I am transmitting a bill to make a special appropri­
ation to the court system for court buildings. T*. j
appropriation was requested by the court system, but 
arrived too late to Ibe reviewed by the Budget Review 
Committee and incorporated into the general budget 
bill. I am passing the request along to you as we 
received it.

Sincerely, f

Jay S. HammoMd 
Governor
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Introduced: 1/25/77
Referred: Judiciary and
Finance

BY THE RULES COMMITTEE BY 
IN THE HOUSE REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

HOUSE BILL NO. 112

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act making a special appropriation for capital

improvements within the court system; and providing 

for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. There is appropriated from the general fund to the Alaska 

Court System the sum of $4,357,100 for capital improvement purposes, to be 

allocated as follows:

Barrow Court Building $2,139,100

Fairbanks Court Building 710,000

Nome Court Building 50,000

Dillingham Court Building 1,458,000.

* Sec. 2. The appropriation made by this Act is for a capital project 

and is subject to the provisions of AS 37.25.020.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect July 1, 1977.

-1- HB 112
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Original sponsor: Rules Committee by request
of the Governor

Offered: 3/14/77
Referred: Finance

IN THE HOUSE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 112

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act making a special appropriation for capital

improvements within the court system; and providing 

for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. There is appropriated from the general fund to the Alaska 

Court System the sum of $3,312,127 for capital improvement purposes, to be 

allocated as follows:

* Sec. 2. The appropriation made by this Act is for a capital project 

and is subject to the provisions of AS 37.25.020.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect July 1, 1977.

Barrow Court Building 

Fairbanks Court Building 

Nome Court Building 

Dillingham Court Building

$2,139,100

60,000

50,000

1,063,027

O

-1- CSHB 112



J a n u a r y  25, 1 9 7 7

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  H u g h  M a l o n e  
S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  L!r. S p e a k e r :

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  art. Ill, sec. 18 o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  2 4 . 3 0 . 0 6 0 ( b )  
a n d  t h e  U n i f o r m  R u l e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  
I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  t o  m a k e  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i­
a t i o n  t o  t h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  f o r  c o u r t  b u i l d i n g s .  T h i s  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  w a s  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m ,  b u t  
a r r i v e d  t o o  l a t e  t o  b e  r e v i e w e d  b y  t h e  b u d g e t  R e v i e w  
C o m m i t t e e  a n d  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  b u d g e t  
bill. .1 a m  p a s s i n g  t h e  r e q u e s t  a l o n g  to y o u  a s  w e  
r e c e i v e d  it.

S i n c e r e l y ,  {
\

J a y  S . H a m m o n d  
G o v e r n o r



M a r c h  10, 1977

S t e v e  Co w p e r ,  C h a i r m a n  
H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1  

D e a r  C h a i r m a n  C owper:

T h e  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  p a s s e d  o u t  /hB 11:21 o n  the 
c a p i t a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  b i l l  for t h e  c o u r t  system"! we h a v e  
s e v e r a l  q u e s t i o n s  on i t e m s  w e  w i s h  to b r i n g  to the a t t e n t i o n  
of t h e  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  c h o s e  to r e d u c e  the F a i r b a n k s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f r o m
7 1 0 , 0 0 0  d o l l a r s  to 60', 000 d o l l a r s .  T h e  d e l e t e d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  
w o u l d  h a v e  c o v e r e d  the p u r c h a s e  o f  p r o p e r t y  f o r  a c o u r t  b u i l d i n g  
in F a i r b a n k s .  W e  fel t  the o n l y  i t e m  t h a t  w a s  j u s t i f i e d  at th i s  
t i m e  w a s  the 6 0 , 0 0 0  d o l l a r s  for p l a n n i n g  p u r p o s e s .  A f t e r  t h e  
p l a n n i n g  has b e e n  done, a p p l i e d  a c q u i s i t i o n  w o u l d  b e  e a s i e r  f o r  
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  to m a k e  a d e c i s i o n  on.

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  w a s  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  p e r  s q u a r e  
f o o t  c o s t s  on the B a r r o w  C o u r t  B u i l d i n g .  T h e  C o u r t  S y s t e m  a g r e e d  
t h a t  the c o s t  f i g u r e  s e e m e d  e x o r b i t a n t  b u t  w a s  u n a b l e  to p r o v i d e  
us w i t h  a n y  m o r e  a c c u r a t e  a n d  r e a l i s t i c  f i g u r e s .  E v e n  t h o u g h  
t h e  C o m m i t t e e  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  the t o t a l  p e r  s q u a r e - f o o t  cost, 
t h e  m a j o r i t y  of the C o m m i t t e e  d i d  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  B a r r o w  C o u r t  
B u i l d i n g  w a s  the n u m b e r  one p r i o r i t y  f o r  t h e  c a p i t a l  b u d g e t  o f  the 
C o u r t  System.

b.,,u
T h e  C o m m i t t e e  a l s o  r e d u c e d  the D i l l i n g h a m  C o u r t  B u i l d i n g  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  
f i g u r e  $ 0  to n e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r w a r d e d  us f r o m  the Dept, of P u b l i c  
W o r k s .  T h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  s h o u l d  s c r u t i n i z e  t h i s  f i g u r e  to d e t e r­
m i n e  w h e t h e r  it w o u l d  b e  a d e q u a t e  to c o v e r  the n e e d e d  f a c i l i t y .  A l s o  
t h e  C o m m i t t e e  s h o u l d  i n v e s t i g a t e  the i d e a  o f  a l e a s e - b a c k  p r o g r a m  b y  
t h e  C o u r t  S y s t e m  for the D i l l i n g h a m  C o u r t  B u i l d i n g .  P r o g r a m s  s i m i l a r  
to thi s  h a v e  w o r k e d  in o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  the S t a t e .



Rep. S t e v e  C o w p e r  
F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
H B  112
M a r c h  10, 1977

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B i l l  M i l e s  of t h e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  c o n­
d u c t e d  m o s t  of o u r  r e s e a r c h  on t h i s  m a t t e r .  W e  w o u l d  a p p r e c i­
a t e  y o u r  w o r k i n g  w i t h  h i m  f u r t h e r  o n  thi s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  item. 
W e  a r e  f o r w a r d i n g  w h a t  m a t e r i a l s  w e  h a v e  g a t h e r e d  u p  t i l l  th i s  
p o i n t .

S i n c e r e l y ,

T e r r y  G a r d i n e r  
S t a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e



I, the undersigned, an employee of the State of Alaska, do hereby certify 

that the m icro film  images on this m icroform  are accurate reproductions 

o f the original records o f the State o f Alaska as accumulates during the 

regular course of business, and that it is the established po licy  and practice 

o f this State to m icro film  its records and to dispose of the orig inal records 

after m icro film  reproductions have been made.

Date
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I n t r o d u c e d :  1/25/77
R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s  a n d
F i n a n c e

r  -

HOUSE BILL NO. 114

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing a fire suppression fund; and

providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 41.15 is amended by adding new sections to read:

ARTICLE 2A. FIRE SUPPRESSION FUND.

Sec, 41.15.200. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE. The purpose of secs. 200 

- 230 of this chapter is to provide a readily available fund for the 

payment of expenses incurred by the Department of Natural Resources in 

suppressing fires.

' Sec. 41.15.210. FIRE SUPPRESSION FUND. A fire suppression fund 

is established in the state treasury for the use of the Department of 

Natural Resources. The fund shall be used for actual expenses incurred 

in the suppression of fires.

Sec. 41.15.220. COMPOSITION OF FUND. The legislature may appro­

priate from the following sources to the Fire Suppression Fund:

(1) money received in settlement of a claim or loss caused 

by damage as a consequence of a violation of secs. 10 - 170 of this 

chapter;

(2) money received from federal, state, or other governmen­

tal unit, or from a private donor for actual fire suppression work;

(3) money received from other sources as the legislature 

may consider appropriate and necessary to satisfy the purpose of the 

fund.

Sec. 41.15.230. DISBURSEMENT. Upon authorization of the governor,

-1- HB 114

BY TH E  RU LES  C O M M IT T E E  BY
I N  TH E  HOUSE  R EQ U ES T  O F  TH E  GOVERNOR
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T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A
T E N T H  L E G IS L A T U R E

FISCAL NOTE.

R E Q U E S T  , j U  _  .

» | » f 5° lfe ̂ irypiuCSun r u n £-----
Requested hv O ffice of the Governor ________________ Date 1/18/77

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected D e p a rtment of Natural Resources
Program Category Affected Division of Lands _____
Budget Request Unit(s) Affected_______________________________

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

F Y  77 FY 78 F Y  79 FY 80 F Y  81 F Y  82

100 P E R S O N A L  SERVICES
700 T R A V E L
300 C O N T R A C T U A L 750.0 566.8 595.2 624.9

400 COMMODITIES
500 E O UIPMENT
600 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S
700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC.

750.0 566.8 595.2 624.9

F U N D I N G  (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  F U N D
750.0 566.8 595.2 624.9

F E D E R A L  F U N D S
O T H E R  (Specify)

POSITIONS 

F U L L  TIME
0 0 0 0

P A R T  TIME 0 0 0 0
T E M P O R A R Y 0 0 0 0

III. ANALYSIS (Sec Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)
The r e quested legislation establishes a Fire Suppression Fund and 
approp r i a t e s  from the General Fund m onies sufficient to initiate 
the Fund and maintain it in future years at a level adequate to 
me e t  a nticipated costs of a n n u a l  f j r e  fighting activities. The 
Fire Suppression Fund is /tT  reserve~~~firom which fire fighting expenses 
will be paid; it is not a'~ plfnmT?d"re x p e n d i t u r e . Future annual inputs 
from the General Fund to the Fire Suppression~~Fund are d i fficult to 
predict, however, from 1970 through 1975 State outlays for fire 
suppression have ranged from $1.2 m i l l i o n  to $99,646, averaging 
ap p r o x i m a t e l y  $539,855. Creation of a Fire Suppression Fund v/ill 
enable prompt payment of fire fighting costs. With increasing Sta t e —  
o w n e r s h i p  of l a n d , and responsibility for fire protection, the base 

"~qp.qt~can be expected to rise, even a s ide from inflation. Previously 
these payments have been met through supplemental or annuai a p p r o p r i a­
tions and have been subject to the d elays implicit m  tnat process.

G e orne Hollett
IV. D A T E __________________________P R E P A R E D  BY J

A G E N C Y ________ Division of Lands

Original: Legislative Finance P H O N E  _
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

33-001 (Rev. 10/76)
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J a n u a r y  25, 1 9 7 7

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  H u g h  M a l o n e  
S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  Mr. S p e a k e r *

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  art. Ill, sec. 18 o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  2 4 . 3 0 . 0 6 0 ( b )  
a n d  t h e  U n i f o r m  R u l e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,
I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a  b i l l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a F i r e  S u p­
p r e s s i o n  F u n d  a n d  a  b i l l  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  $ 7 5 0 , 0 0 0  t o  t h e  
f ) md.  T h e  f u n d  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a r e a d y  s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  
p r o m p t  p a y m e n t  o f  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  
s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  f o r e s t  f i r e s .  C u r r e n t l y  s u c h  e x p e n s e s  
a r e  p a i d  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e y  a r e  i n c u r r e d  f r o m  f u n d s  
s u p p i e m e n t a l l y  A p p r o p r i a t e d  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  diiring 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .  T h i s  d e l a y  w o r k s  
g r e a t  h a r d s h i p  u p o n  p r i v a t e  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  
f r o m  w h o m  t h e  s t a t e  p u r c h a s e s  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  t o  
a s s i s t  i n  s u p p r e s s i n g  a  f o r e s t  fire. T h e  s t a t e  i n­
c u r r e d  e x p e n s e s  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  in s u p­
p r e s s i n g  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  f o r e s t  f i r e  l a s t  s u m m e r  a n d  
e n c o u n t e r e d  p r o b l e m s  l o c a t i n g  f u n d s  w i t h  w h i c h  t o  pay. 
I n d e e d ,  a s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e s e  e x p e n s e s  h a v e  
s t i l l  n o t  b e e n  p a i d .  T h e s e  b i l l s  w o u l d  g o  a l o n g  vtay 
t o w a r d  s o l v i n g  t h i s  p r o b l e m  a n d  p r e v e n t  i t 3  r e c u r r e n c e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J a y  S. H a m m o n d  
G o v e r n o r
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BY THE RULES COMMITTEE BY
IN THE HOUSE REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

HOUSE BILL NO. 114

IN THE.LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing a fire suppression fund; and

providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 41.15 is amended by adding new sections to read:

r  _  ARTICLE 2A. FIRE SUPPRESSION FUND.

Sec. 41.15.200. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE. The purpose of secs. 200 

- 230 of this chapter is to provide a readily available fund for the 

payment of expenses incurred by the Department of Natural Resources in 

suppressing fires.

   Sec. 41.15.210. FIRE SUPPRESSION FUND. A fire suppression fund

is established in the state treasury for the use of the Department of 

Natural Resources. The fund shall be used for actual expenses incurred 

in the suppression of fires.

Sec. 41.15.220. COMPOSITION OF FUND. The legislature may appro­

priate from the following sources to the Fire Suppression Fund:

(1) money received in settlement of a claim or loss caused

by damage as a consequence of a violation of secs. 10 - 170 of this

chapter;

(2) money received from federal, state, or other governmen­

tal unit, or from a private donor for actual fire suppression work;

(3) money received from other sources as the legislature 

may consider appropriate and necessary to satisfy the purpose of the 

fund.

Sec. 41.15,230. DISBURSEMENT. Upon authorization of the governor,
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disbursements from the fire suppression fund shall be paid by the 

proper state officer on presentation of vouchers signed by the governor 

or his authorized representative.

Sec. 41.15.240. RECORDS OF FIRE SUPPRESSION FUND. The Department 

of Natural Resources shall maintain accounting records showing the 

. income and expenses of the fund. The department shall submit a report 

on the operation of the fund to the governor and the legislature no 

later than the 10th day of each regular session of the legislature.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 

.10.070(c).



T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S TA TE  O F  A L A SK A
T E N T H  L E G IS L A T U R E

F IS CA L  N O T EE k

I . R E Q U E S T  -  / / /
Rill/RcsolytJon

Requested bv Office of the Governor Date 1/18/77

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected Department of Natural Resources 
Program Category Affected Division of Lands
Budget Request Unit(s) Affected.

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars) 

FY 77 F Y  78 FY 79 F Y  80 F Y  81 F Y  82

ino P E R S O N A L  SERVICES
?on T R A V E L
300 C O N T R A C T U A L 750.0 566.8 595.2 624.9

400 COMMODITIES
soo EQUIPMENT
600 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S
700 GRANTS. C L A I MSJiTC___

T O T A L 750.0 566.8 595.2 624.9

F U N D I N G  (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  F U N D
750.0 566.8 595.2 624.9

F E D E R A L  F U N D S
O T H E R  ISoecifv)

POSITIONS

FU L L  TIME
0 0 0 0

P A R T  TIME 0 0 0 0
T E M P O R A R Y 0 0 0 0

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)
The requested legislation establishes a Fire Suppression F u n d  and 
a pprop r i a t e s  from the General Fund monies sufficient to initiate 
the Fund and maintain it in future years at a level adeq u a t e  to 
m e e t  antici p a t e d  costs of agjiuaJLJiire fighting activities. The 
Fire Suppression Fund is ̂ ff ' r e s e r v e Tjrom which fire fighting expenses 
will be paid; it is not a"~pl~aTrrrgd~~expenditur e . Future annual inputs 
from the General Fund to the Fire Suppression~~Fund are difficult to 
predict, however, from 1970 through 1975 State outlays for fire 
suppression have ranged from $1.2 m i l l i o n  to $99,646, averaging 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $539,855. Creation of a Fire Suppression Fund v/ill 
e n a b l e  prompt payment of fire fighting costs. With increasing State . 
o w n e r s h i p  of l a n d , and responsibility for fire protection, the base 
'cost can be expected to rise, even aside from inflation. P r e v i o u s ly 
these payments have been met through supplemental or annual appropria- 
t ions a n d K a v c  been~~subject to the delays implicit in that process.

George Ilollett
IV. D A T E __________________________P R E P A R E D  BY J

A G E N C Y ________ Division of Lands

Original: Legislative Finance P H O N E  _
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

33-001 (Rev. 10/76)



J a n u a r y  25, 1 9 7 7

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  H u g h  M a l o n e  
S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  Mr. S p e a k e r *

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  art. Ill, sec. 10 o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  2 4 . 3 0 . 0 6 0 ( b )  
a n d  t h e  U n i f o r m  R u l e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,
I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a  b i l l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a F i r e  S u p­
p r e s s i o n  F u n d  a n d  a  b i l l  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  $ 7 5 0 , 0 0 0  t o  t h e  
fund. T h e  f u n d  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a r e a d y  s o u r c e  f o r  t o e  
p r o m p t  p a y m e n t  o f  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  in t h e  
s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  f o r e s t  f i r e s .  C u r r e n t l y  s u c h  e x p e n s e s  
a r e  p a i d  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e y  a r e  i n c u r r e d  f r o m  f u n d s  
s u p p l e m e n t a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e d  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d u r i n g  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .  T h i s  d e l a y  w o r k s  
g r e a t  h a r d s h i p  u p o n  p r i v a t e  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  
f r o m  w h o m  t h e  s t a t e  p u r c h a s e s  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  t o  
a s s i s t  i n  s u p p r e s s i n g  a f o r e s t  fire. T h e  s t a t e  i n­
c u r r e d  e x p e n s e s  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  in s u p­
p r e s s i n g  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  f o r e 3 t  f i r e  l a s t  s u m m e r  a n d  
e n c o u n t e r e d  p r o b l e m s  l o c a t i n g  f u n d s  w i t h  w h i c h  t o  pay. 
I n d e e d ,  a s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e s e  e x p e n s e s  h a v e  
s t i l l  n o t  b e e n  p a i d .  T h e s e  b i l l s  w o u l d  g o  a l o n g  w a y  
t o w a r d  s o l v i n g  t h i s  p r o b l e m  a n d  p r e v e n t  i t 3  r e c u r r e n c e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J a y  S. H a m m o n d  
G o v e r n o r
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MEMBERS N O T  C O N C U R R I N G  IN THE MAJOR I T Y  REPORT:

______________________________ recommends: _______ ______

______________________________  recommends: ____________

r e c o m m e n d s :

Chairman

■
-

,
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m

C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T  

S E N A T E

X&kvy .7.v, l i i  . Date

Mr. Preside nt

The C ommittee on FINANCE has had K B  .114
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  'fire s v p p r a p s i o n  tu n a  
under consideration. A majority of the members of the Committee

/ / r ecommends it do pass

/ / recomm e n d s  it do not pass

/ / r e c o m m e n d s  it do pass with a t t ached amendment(s)

/ / reco mm e n d s  it be replaced with CS for _______________

CS for

and th it

do pass

/ / (and) re com m e n d s  it be r e f erred  to the 

committee

/ / reports it back without r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

/ / A ND attaches a report o f  its intent 

/ ~ 7  (other) ___________

MEMBERS S I G N I N G  THE M A J O R I T Y  REPORT:



BY THE RULES COMMITTEE BY
IN THE HOUSE REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

HOUSE BILL NO. 114 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing a fire suppression fund; and

providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 41.15 is amended by adding new sections to read:

ARTICLE 2A. FIRE SUPPRESSION FUND.

Sec. 41.15.200. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE. The purpose of secs. 200 

- 230 of this chapter is to provide a readily available fund for the 

payment of expenses incurred by the Department of Natural Resources in 

suppressing fires.

Sec. 41.15.210. FIRE SUPPRESSION FUND. A fire suppression fund 

is established in the state treasury for the use of the Department of 

Natural Resources. The fund shall be used for actual expenses incurred 

in the suppression of fires.

Sec. 41.15.220. COMPOSITION OF FUND. The legislature may appro­

priate from the following sources to the Fire Suppression Fund:

(1) money received in settlement of a claim or loss caused 

by damage as a consequence of a violation of secs. 10 - 170 of this 

chapter;

(2) money received from federal, state, or other governmen­

tal unit, or from a private donor for actual fire suppression work;

(3) money received from other sources as the legislature 

may consider appropriate and necessary to satisfy the purpose of the 

fund.

Sec. 41.15.230. DISBURSEMENT. Upon authorization of the governor,

-1- HB 114
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disbursements from the fire suppression fund shall be paid by the 

proper state officer on presentation of vouchers signed by the governor 

or his authorized representative.

Sec. 41.15.240. RECORDS OF FIRE SUPPRESSION FUND. The Department 

of Natural Resources shall maintain accounting records showing the 

income and expenses of the fund. The department shall submit a report 

on the operation of the fund to the governor and the legislature no 

later than the 10th day of each regular session of the legislature.

* Sec. 2. This Act takas effect immediately in accordance with AS 

31.10.070(c).



T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  U P  m u  m /v i c , u r  a j l /v o i v/\

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E

F IS C A L  N O T E

I .  R E Q U E S T  h > / 2  i f  U.

B i l l/ R e s o lu t io n  N o .  ' .  • 'S R “ ° ^  ̂ a p p T B S S t o n - n n n r

Requested bv Office of the Governor_______________________ Date 1/18/77

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
Program Category Affected D i v i s i o n  o f  L a n d s ____________
Budget Request Unit(s) Affected.

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars) 

F Y  77 FY 78 F Y  79 F Y  80 F Y  81 F Y  82

inn P E R S O N A L  SERVICES
?,nn T R A V E L3nn C O N T R A C T U A L 7 50.. 0 566. 8 595.2 624.9

400 COMMODITIES
,snn E Q U I P M E N T
600 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS. ETC.

T O T A L 750.0 566.8 595.2 624.9

F U N D I N G  (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  F U N D 750.0 566.8 595.2 624 .9

F E D E R A L  F U N D S
O T H E R  (Specify)

POSITIONS

F U L L  TIME
0 0 0 0

P A R T  TIME 0 0 0 0
T E M P O R A R Y 0 0 0 0

III. ANALYSIS (Sec Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)
The req uested l egislation  e s tab lishes a Fir e S u p p r e s s i o n  F u n d  and 
appropriates from the General Fund m onies  s u f f i c i e n t  to i n i t i a t e  
the Fund and m a i n t a i n  it in future years at a level a d e q u a t e  to 
meet a n t i c i p a t e d  costs of annual fire f i g h t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  
Fire Suppre s s i o n  Fund is a reserve from w h i c h  fire f i g h t i n g  e x p e n s e s  
v/ill be paid; it is not a planned expenditure. F u t u r e  a n n u a l  inputs 
from the G e ne ral Furid to the Fire S u p p r e s s i o n  Fu nd a r e  d i f f i c u l t  to 
predict, however, from 1970 through 197b State o u t l a y s  for fire 
suppression have ranged from $.1.2 m i l l i o n  to $99,646, a v e r a g i n g  
a p p roximat ely $539,095. C r e ation of a Fire S u p p r e s s i o n  F u n d  will 
enable prompt payment  of fire fighting costs. W i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  State 
o w n e r s h i p  of land, and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for fire p r o t e c t i o n ,  the b a s e  
cost can be expected to rise, even aside from inflation. P r e v i o u s l y  
these p a y m e n t s  have been m e t  t h rough supplement a.i. or annual a p p r o p r i a­
tions and have been subject to the delays i m p l i c i t  in t h a t  process.

IV. D A T E P R E P A R E D  BY
A G E N C Y  _____
P H O N E  __

Ge o r g e  Ilollctt

D i v i s i o n  of L ands

.Original: Legislative Finance 
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

JU-A jjs-sw

----- - - -.. -   . Vr-'rW. ' ,._ ; .   .
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J a n u a r y  25, 19 7 7

The Honorable Hugh Malone 
Speaker of the Hous e 
A l a s k a  State Legisl a t u r e  
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Under the au thority of art. Ill, see. 18 o f  tne Jvlaska 
Constitution, a nd in accorda nce w i t h  AS 24.30.060(b) 
and the U n i f o r m  Lule3 of the A l a s k a  State Legi slature,
I sun t r ansmitti ng a bill to e s t a b l i s h  a F i r e  S u p­
pression Fund and a bill to a p p r o p r i a t e  $750,000 to the 
fund. Tne fund w o u l d  p r ovide a r e a d y  s ource  for the 
prompt p a y m e n t  of expenses i n c u r r e d  by the state in the 
suppression o f  forest fires. C u r r e n t l y  s u c h  e x p e n s e s  
are paid long after they are i n c urred from funds 
s u p p l e m e n t a r y  approp r i a t e d  b y  the l e g i s l a t u r e  d u r i n g  
the following legislative session. This d e l a y  w o r k s  
g reat hards h i p  upon private c o m p a n i e s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  
f r o m  w h o m  the state purchases good3 and  s e r v i c e s  to 
assist in suppressing a f orest fire. The state i n­
curred e x p e n s e s  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $500,000 in s u p­
pressing the Eagle  Liver forest fire last s u m m e r  and 
e ncountered  p r o blems locatin g funds w i t h  w h i c h  to pay. 
Indeed, a substantial p o rtion of these e x p e n s e s  h a v e  
still n o t  been paid. These bills w o u l d  go a l o n g  w a y  
toward .solving this p r o b l e m  and p r e v e n t  its recurrence.

Sincerely,

J a y  S. H a m m o n d  
G o v ernor



S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  P r o t e c t i o n  O p e r a t i o n s

Introduction

The purpose of this statement is to describe the Action Modification 

Overlay and the Fire Impact Overlay. These documents are to be used to 
establish attack priorities on State responsibilitylands during periods of 
multiple-fire occurrence. It also describes factors which should be 

considered when determining the size and type of suppression action to 

take on the non-disaster fire which escapes initial attack.

STATE OF ALASKA WILDFIRE PROTECTION PROCEDURES

Initial attack on all fires with sufficient resources to contain them at 
less than 10 acres 90% of the time.

First attack priority will be given to those fires which are on lands 

identified by the action modification overlay.

Priority of attack on other lands v/ill be determined by the point value

of the land as described by the fire impact overlay.

The Alaska Division of Emergency Services will be notified when a fire 

cannot be controlled and "poses a threat to human life and mar.-made 
improvements."

A narrative is required on all fires which escape initial attack efforts. 
It will describe the following;

1. Why the fire was not contained by initial attack forces. 
Document weather influences, fuels, slope and other significant 
factors.

2. Description of land which the fire threatened.

3. Description of control ections taken and rationale. Sufficient 

information should be included to form the basis for the State's 
defense in the case of a tort claim.

4. Should an escaped fip> burn on to private lands or lands under
the jurisdiction of other agencies, a Claim's Officer will be 

assigned to document the damages caused by the fire or by 

suppression efforts.



T h e  A c t i o n  M o d i f i c a t i o n  O v e r l a y

T h i s  o v e r l a y  i d e n t i f i e s  a r e a s  w h e r e  w i l d f i r e  p r e s e n t s  a  h a z a r d  t o  l i f e  

a n d  p r o p e r t y  a n d  i r r e p l a c e a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  ( a n t i q u i t i e s ,  g h o s t  t o w n s ,  

e t c . )  a n d  h a s  p o l i t i c a l  o v e r t o n e s .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  o f  a t t a c k  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d  o f  p r o t e c t i o n .  T h e s e  a r e a s  a r e  c o l o r - c o d e d  r e d  o n  t h e  

o v e r l a y .

a. A  c i r c u l a r  a r e a  2 0  m i l e s  i n  r a d i u s  a r o u n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  a  

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  o v e r  5 0 0 .

b .  A  c i r c u l a r  a r e a  1 0  m i l e s  i n  r a d i u s  a r o u n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  a  

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  l e s s  t h a n  5 0 0 ,  a r o u n d  p r o d u c i n g  m i n e s ,  l o d g e s ,  

a b a n d o n e d  v i l l a g e s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  a n d  r e m o t e  f e d e r a l  

o r  s t a t e  s i t e s  ( M i l i t a r y ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  r e l a y  s i t e s ,  e t c . )

c. A  b u f f e r  z o n e  5 m i l e s  o n  e a c h  s i d e  o f  r o a d s  n o r m a l l y  u s e d  b y  

t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  o n  e a c h  s i d e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d .  A  b u f f e r  z o n e  

5 m i l e s  o n  e a c h  s i d e  o f  e n e r g y  r e l a t e d  c o r r i d o r s  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

l i n e s .

T h e  F i r e  I m p a c t  M a p

T h e  F i r e  I m p a c t  M a p  d e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  f o r  

A l a s k a  w i l l  b e  u t i l i z e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t o  e s t a b l i s h  f i r e  a t u a c k  

p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  f i r e s  l y i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  a c t i o n  m o d i f i c a t i o n  l a n d s .  T h e  

f i r e  i m p a c t  v a l u e s  d e v e l o p e d  b y  B L M  w i l l  b e  u s e d  o n  a n  i n t e r i m  b a s i s  

u n t i l  r e s o u r c e  a n d  l a n d  m a n a g e r s  c a n  d e v e l o p  a  m o r e  d e f i n i t i v e  s y s t e m  

f o r  a s s i g n i n g  f i r e  a t t a c k  p r i o r i t i e s  o n  S t a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  l a n d s .

T h e  F i r e  I m p a c t  M a p  r e f l e c t s  t h e  c o m p o s i t e  o f  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  f i r e  o n  e a c h  

o f  t h e  s e v e n  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s :  (1) A i r ;  (2) W a t e r ;  (3) R e c r e a t i o n ;  (4)

W i l d l i f e ;  (5) G r a z i n g ;  (6) F o r e s t r y ;  (7) S o i l s .

I f  f i r e  w a s  j u d g e d  t o  h a v e  a  s e v e r e  i m p a c t  o n  a  r e s o u r c e ,  u p  t o  1 0 0  

p o i n t s  c o u l d  b e  a s s i g n e d .  I f  f i r e  h a d  l i t t l e  o r  n o  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  

r e s o u r c e  a  v a l u e  o f  0  w a s  a s s i g n e d .  I f  a  f i r e  w o u l d  h a v e  a  b e n e f i c i a l  

e f f e c t  o n  t h e  r e s o u r c e  a  n e g a t i v e  p o i n t  v a l u e  w a s  a s s i g n e d .

Land areas with the highest point values are impacted most by fire and. 

have the highest priority for suppression action. Descendingly lower 
action priorities are assigned with lower point values.



3

T h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  r e s o u r c e  w h i c h  c a n  b e  d a m a g e d  o r  b e n e f i t t e d  b y  f i r e  i s  

o n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  c r i t e r i a  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  a c t i o n .  

N o r m a l l y ,  r e s o u r c e s  w i t h  a  h i g h e r  r i s k  o f  v a l u e  l o s s  r e c e i v e s  a  g r e a t e r  

d e g r e e  o f  p r o t e c t i o n .

E a c h  m a j o r  r e s o u r c e  i s  a s s i g n e d  a  r e l a t i v e  v a l u e - a t - r i s k  n u m b e r  f o r  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  T h e  t o t a l  o f  t h e  a s s i g n e d  v a l u e s  o f  a l l  r e s o u r c e s  i s  

t h e  v a l u e - a t - r i s k  w h i c h  w a s  t h e n  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  s i t e .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  

n u m b e r s  w h i c h  a p p e a r  o n  t h e  f i r e  i m p a c t  m a p .  L a n d s  i n  A l a s k a  r a n g e d  i n  

p o i n t  v a l u e  f r o m  z e r o  t o  3 6 5 .  G r o s s  v a l u e s  w e r e  a s s i g n e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

4 8 1  +  p o i n t s V a l u e C l a s s V

3 6 1  t o  4 8 0 V a l u e C l a s s I V

2 4 1  t o  3 6 0 V a l u e C l a s s I I I

1 0 1  t o  2 4 0 V a l u e C l a s s I I

0 t o  1 0 0 V a l u e C l a s s I

0 t o  m i n u s V a l u e C l a s s I B

O v e r  9 0 %  o f  t h e  l a n d  a r e a  f e l l  i n t o  V a l u e  C l a s s  I a n d  I I.  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  

t h a t  o n  a  g r o s s  s c a l e ,  m o s t  e c o s y s t e m s  i n  A l a s k a  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n  

h a r m o n y  w i t h  w i l d f i r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  m e a s u r e d  

r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  n o n - d i s a s t e r  f i r e  w h i c h  e s c a p e s  i n i t i a l  a t t a c k  e f f o r t s  

a n d  h a s  l i t t l e  p r o j e c t e d  i m p a c t s  o t h e r  t h a n  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .

T h e  u s e  o f  t h e  A c t i o n  M o d i f i c a t i o n  O v e r l a y  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  p r e - p l a n s  a  

c o n c e r t e d  r e s p o n s e  t o  f i r e s  i n  t h o s e  a r e a s  w h i c h  e s c a p e  i n i t i a l  a t t a c k  

a n d  a r e  p o t e n t i a l  d i s a s t e r  f i r e s .

A n  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  F i r e  I m p a c t  M a p  s h o w s  t h a t  w i l d f i r e  h a s  o n l y  a  

m o d e r a t e  t o  l o w  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n  A l a s k a .  T h i s  m e a n s  

t h a t  s u p p r e s s i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  c a n  b e  u t i l i z e d  w h i c h  t r a d e  a c r e s  f o r  t i m e  

a n d  d o l l a r s  w i t h o u t  s u s t a i n i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s o u r c e  l o s s .

A  m o d i f i e d  a t t a c k  w i l l  b e  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  t h e s e  n o n - d i s a s t e r  f i r e s  t a k i n g  

i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

1. Direct attack on large hot fires is not usually successful and 

is seldom economically reasonable.

2. D i r e c t  a t t a c k  o n  l a r g e  f i r e s  h i t  b y  r a i n  m a y  b e  e f f e c t i v e  i n  

J u n e  b u t  m a y  n o t  m e e t  r e a s o n a b l e  c o s t / l o s s  p a r a m e t e r s  i n  J u l y .
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3. I n d i r e c t  a t t a c k  u s i n g  n a t u r a l  b a r r i e r s  i s  t h e  m o s t  c o s t -  

e f f e c t i v e  s u p p r e s s i o n  m e t h o d .

4. C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  f i r e  l i n e s  b y  h a n d  c r e w s  i s  v e r y  c o s t l y  a n d  

s h o u l d  b e  k e p t  t o  a  m i n i m u m .

5. C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  f i r e  l i n e s  w i t h  h e a v y  e q u i p m e n t  m a y  c a u s e  m o r e  

l o n g - l a s t i n g  d a m a g e  t h a n  w i l d f i r e .  T h e  u s e  o f  h e a v y  e q u i p m e n t  

s h o u l d  b e  c l o s e l y  e v a l u a t e d  t o  s e e  i f  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  d a m a g e  i s  

j u s t i f i e d .

6 . R e t a r d a n t  i s  r a r e l y  e f f e c t i v e  o n  l a r g e  f i r e s  e x c e p t  f o r  a  

s p o t  f i r e  a c r o s s  a  c o n t r o l  l i n e .

7. A e r i a l  f i r i n g  s y s t e m s  a r e  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  w h e n  b u r n i n g  o u t  f r o m

n a t u r a l  b a r r i e r s .

8 . C o m m i t m e n t  o f  m a s s i v e  a m o u n t s  o f  r e s o u r c e s  t o  s u p p r e s s  n o n ­

d i s a s t e r  f i r e s  i s  n o t  j u s t i f i e d  i n  m o s t  c a s e s  f r o m  a  r e s o u r c e

d a m a g e  s t a n d p o i n t .

9. A  f i r e  i n  b l a c k  s p r u c e  d u r i n g  g o o d  b u r n i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  w i l l  

s p o t  2 0 0  f e e t  a h e a d  o f  t h e  g r o u n d  f i r e  w i t h  a  1 0  m p h  w i n d .

1 0 .  T h e  b a c k f i r e  r a t e  o f  s p r e a d  i n  b l a c k  s p r u c e  r e m a i n s  a t  a b o u t

1.0 f o o t  p e r  m i n u t e  i n  m o d e r a t e  t o  e x t r e m e  b u r n i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h  

a  f l a m e  l e n g t h  o f  3 f e e t .

1 1 .  T h e  h e a d  f i r e  r a t e  o f  s p r e a d  i n  b l a c k  s p r u c e  a c c e l e r a t e s  f r o m

1 . 0  f e e t  p e r  m i n u t e  i n  m o d e r a t e  b u r n i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  5 6  f e e t  p e r  

m i n u t e  i n  e x t r e m e  b u r n i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e  f l a m e  l e n g t h  r a n g e s  f r o m  

3 f e e t  t o  1 5  f e e t  d e p e n d i n g  u p o n  b u r n i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .

1 2 .  R a t e  o f  s p r e a d  a n d  i n t e n s i t y  i n  o t h e r  v e g e t a t i v e  t y p e s  i n  

A l a s k a  i s  l e s s  t h a n  i n  b l a c k  s p r u c e  s t a n d s .

1 3 .  M o s t  w i l d f i r e s  i n  b a l c k  s p r u c e  s t a n d s  k i l l  a l l  o f  t h e  a b o v e ­

g r o u n d  v e g e t a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  

b l a c k  s p r u c e ,  L a b r a d o r  T e a  a n d  o t h e r  l e s s e r  v e g e t a t i o n  f a v o r  a  

r e l a t i v e l y  r a p i d  i n v a s i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p o s t  f i r e  v e g e t a t i o n .



R e l a t i v e  R e s o u r c e  V a l u e  G u i d e s

R e s o u r c e  C o n d i t i o n  o f  R e s o u r c e

S O I L

(1) S e v e r e  w i n d  a n d / o r  w a t e r  e r o s i o n  c a n  b e  

e x p e c t e d  f r o m  s i g n i f i c a n t  v e g e t a t i o n  

d i s t u r b a n c e  o r  r e d u c t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  s o i l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  s l o p e  a s p e c t ,  a n d  

p r e c i p i t a t i o n  a n d / o r  s o i l  p r o d u c t i v e  

c a p a c i t y  i s  g e n e r a l l y  h i g h  C o v e r  1 , 0 0 0  

l b . / a c r e / y r . ).

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ;

N o t  a p p l i c a b l e

(2) M o d e r a t e  w i n d  a n d / o r  wa.ter e r o s i o n  c a n  b e  

e x p e c t e d  w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  v e g e t a t i v e  c h a n g e  

o r  r e d u c t i o n  a n d / o r  s o i l  p r o d u c t i v e  c a p a c i t y  

i s  m o d e r a t e  ( 6 0 0 - 1 , 0 0 0  l b / a c r e / y r . ).

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ;

N o t  a p p l i c a b l e

(3) S l i g h t  e r o s i o n  c a n  b e  e x p e c t e d  w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  

v e g e t a t i v e  c h a n g e  o r  r e d u c t i o n .  S o i l  

p r o d u c t i v i t y  g e n e r a l l y  m o d e r a t e  ( 6 0 0 - 1 , 0 0 0  l b . /  

a c r e / y r . ) .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ;

D e r i v a t i o n  o f  s o i l  v a l u e s  w i l l  b e  b a s e d  o n  

d a t a  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  R e s o u r c e s  

P l a n n i n g  T e a m .  E - l - 2  a n d  - 3  a r e  c o d e s  f o r  

s o i l  e r o s i o n  p o t e n t i a l  c l a s s e s .

T h e  E - 3  c a t e g o r y  p e r t a i n s  t o  a r e a s  e x h i b i t i n g  

s i l t y - t e x t u r e d  s o i l s ,  s h a l l o w  t o  p e r m a f r o s t  a n d  

s t e e p  s l o p e s  a n d  a l s o  s u b j e c t  t o  i n t e n s e  

p r e c i p i t a t i o n .

(4) L i t t l e  t o  s l i g h t  e r o s i o n  c a n  b e  e x p e c t e d  w i t h  

v e g e t a t i v e  d i s t u r b a n c e  o r  r e d u c t i o n .  S o i l  

p r o d u c t i v i t y  g e n e r a l l y  l o w  ( 4 0 0 - 6 0 0  l b . / a c r e / y r . )

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ;

P o i n t  V a l u e

8 1 - 1 0 0

6 1 - 8 0

4 1 - 6 0

5 0

2 1 - 4 0

C a t e g o r y  E - 2 - 3  r e l a t e s  t o  a r e a s  e x h i b i t i n g  s i l t y -  3 0

t e x t u r e d  s o i l s ,  s h a l l o w  t o  p e r m a f r o s t  a n d  m o d e r a t e  

s l o p e s  a n d  s u b j e c t  t o  i n t e n s e  p r e c i p i t a t i o n .
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(5) L i t t l e  o r  n o  e r o s i o n  c a n  b e  e x p e c t e d  a n d / o r  0 - 2 0

s o i l  p r o d u c t i v i t y  v e r y  l o w  ( l e s s  t h a n  

4 0 0  l b . / a c r e / y r . ) .

Alaska Interpretation:

A r e a s  w i t h  g e n t l e  s l o p e s  t o  f l a t  m u s k e g s  ( E - l ) . 1 0

S t e e p  r o c k  s l o p e s  a n d  g l a c i e r s .  F l a t  s w a m p s  a n d  

b o g  a r e a s .

W A T E R

(1) A r e a s  w h e r e  r e d u c t i o n  o r  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s t u r b a n c e  8 0 - 1 0 0

o f  v e g e t a t i v e  c o v e r  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  (a) f l o o d i n g

o f  p o p u l a t e d  a r e a s  a n d / o r  a r e a s  w h e r e  q u a l i t y  o f  

c o m m u n i t y  w a t e r  s u p p l i e s  o r  p r i m a r y  c o n t a c t  

r e c r e a t i o n  w a t e r  w o u l d  b e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t e d ,

(b) l o w e r i n g  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  f o r  c o m p o n e n t s  o f ,  o r  

p o t e n t i a l  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  W i l d  a n d  

S c e n i c  R i v e r  S y s t e m ,  a n d / o r  (c) a r e a s  w h e r e  a n  

e x c e l l e n t  q u a l i t y  m i g r a t o r y  a n d  r e s i d e n t  f i s h e r y  

e x i s t s  o f  a n  a r e a  u p o n  w h i c h  a n  e n d a n g e r e d  f i s h  

s p e c i e s  i s  d e p e n d e n t .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

C r i t i c a l  w a t e r s h e d  a r e a s  s u b j e c t  t o  p e r i o d i c  8 1

f l o o d i n g ,  e . g . ,  C h e n a  R i v e r  w a t e r s h e d .

(2) A r e a s  w h e r e  r e d u c t i o n  o r  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s t u r b a n c e  6 1 - 8 0

o f  v e g e t a t i v e  c o v e r  o n  a  w a t e r s h e d  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  

m o d e r a t e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  q u a l i t y  a n d  y i e l d  f o r  (a) 

c o m m u n i t y  d o m e s t i c  p u r p o s e s ,  (b) p r i m a r y  c o n t a c t

w a t e r  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a s ,  o r  (c) a r e a s  w h e r e  a  g o o d  

q u a l i t y  m i g r a t o r y  a n d  r e s i d e n t  f i s h e r y  e x i s t s .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ;

A r e a s  e x h i b i t i n g  a  m o d e r a t e  c h a n c e  o f  l o w e r i n g  t h e  6 5  

q u a l i t y  a n d / o r  y i e l d  o f  e x c e l l e n t  q u a l i t y  f i s h e r i e s .

T h e s e  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a r e a s  o f  h i g h  s o i l  e r o s i o n  

h a z a r d s .

(3) A r e a s  w h e r e  r e d u c t i o n  o r  d i s t u r b a n c e  o f  v e g e t a t i v e  4 1 - 6 0

c o v e r  w o u l d  h a v e  s o m e  e f f e c t  o n  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  a n d

y i e l d  p r e s e n t l y  b e i n g  u s e d  (a) f o r  d o m e s t i c  p u r p o s e s ,

(b) f o r  p r i m a r y  c o n t a c t  w a t e r  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a s ,  o r

(c) t o  a r e a s  w h e r e  f a i r  q u a l i t y  r e s i d e n t  f i s h e r y  

e x i s t s .
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A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

A r e a s  w i t h  m o d e r a t e  t o  h i g h  s o i l  e r o s i o n  h a z a r d s  4 5

w h e r e  g o o d  q u a l i t y  f i s h e r i e s  e x i s t .

(4) A r e a s  w h e r e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  v e g e t a t i v e  c o v e r  w o u l d  2 1 - 4 0

r e d u c e  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  b e l o w  l e v e l  a c c e p t a b l e  f o r  

i n d u s t r i a l  o r  i r r i g a t i o n  p u r p o s e s  f o r  a r e a s  w h e r e  

f i s h e r y  c o n t a i n s  n o n - g a m e  s p e c i e s .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

N o t  a p p l i c a b l e

(5) A r e a s  w h e r e  (a) l i t t l e  o r  n o  c h a n g e  i n  w a t e r  0 - 2 0

q u a l i t y  a n d / o r  y i e l d  c a n  b e  a n t i c i p a t e d  ( i . e . ,

m i n i m a l  r u n o f f  b e c a u s e  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  m a t t e r s  a n d  

a m o u n t s ) , o r  (b) f i s h e r y  i s  m a r g i n a l  f i s h  h a b i t a t .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

A r e a s  w h e r e  a  f a i r  q u a l i t y  f i s h e r y  e x i s t s  w i t h  2 0

(1) a  s l i g h t  e r o s i o n  h a z a r d ,  (2) r e d u c t i o n  o f  

s h a d i n g  w i t h  c h a n c e  o f  h i g h e r  w a t e r  t e m p e r a t u r e ,

(3) c h e m i c a l  c h a n g e ,  o r  (4) i n c r e a s e  i n  p a r t i c u l a t e s .

L i t t l e  o r  n o  e f f e c t  o n  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  d u e  t o  r u n o f f  1 0

s i n c e  u n b u r n e d  b u f f e r  s t r i p s  r e t a r d  d i s c h a r g e .

G l a c i e r s  a n d  s t e e p  m o u n t a i n  a r e a s .  0

(6) A r e a s  w h e r e  i n c r e a s e  w a t e r  y i e l d  w o u l d  b e  d e s i r a b l e  (— ) 0 — 2 0

b u t  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  w o u l d  d e t e r i o r a t e .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

N o t  a p p l i c a b l e

(7) A r e a s  w h e r e  i n c r e a s e d  w a t e r  y i e l d  i s  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  ( - ) 2 1 - 4 0

w a t e r  q u a l i t y  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  p r i m e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

N o t  a p p l i c a b l e
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AI R

(1) A r e a s  w h i c h  n o r m a l l y  e x p e r i e n c e  s u m m e r t i m e  a i r  8 1 - 1 0 0

m a s s  i n v e r s i o n  o f  e x t e n d e d  d u r a t i o n  c e n t e r s  o v e r  

p o p u l a t i o n  w h o s e  r a t e  o f  a i r  p o l l u t i o n  i s  a l r e a d y

h i g h  d u e  t o  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  a u t o m o b i l e  g a s e o u s  

w a s t e  a n d  a d d i t i o n s  t o  p o l l u t i o n  m a y  e n d a n g e r  

h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

S e r i o u s  a i r  i n v e r s i o n :  F a i r b a n k s  9 5

(2) A r e a s  w h i c h  n o r m a l l y  e x p e r i e n c e  s u m m e r t i m e  a i r  6 1 - 8 0

m a s s  i n v e r s i o n s  e x t e n d e d  d u r a t i o n  o v e r  u n p o p u l a t e d

a r e a s ,  b u t  w h e r e  s m o k e  c a n  c r e a t e  g e n e r a l  a e s t h e t i c  a n d  

a i r  t r a f f i c  v i s i b i l i t y  p r o b l e m s ,  o r  p r e v e n t  d e t e c t i o n  

o f  n e w  f i r e s  i n  h i g h  v a l u e  a r e a s .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

N o t  a p p l i c a b l e

(3) A r e a s  w h e r e  s u m m e r t i m e  i n v e r s i o n  c r e a t e s  p o l l u t i o n  4 1 - 6 0

c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  n i g h t  a n d  e a r l y  m o r n i n g ,  b u t

w o u l d  n o r m a l l y  c l e a r  o u t  i n  t h e  l a t e  m o r n i n g .

D e c r e a s i n g  a e s t h e t i c  v a l u e  p a r t  o f  t h e  d a y .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ;

N o t  a p p l i c a b l e

(4) A r e a s  w h e r e  n o r m a l  a i r  m o v e m e n t s  k e e p  t h e  g e n e r a l  2 1 - 4 0

a i r  q u a l i t y  h i g h ,  b u t  c a n  c r e a t e  l o c a l i z e d  v i s i b i l i t y  

p r o b l e m s  f o r  a i r  t r a f f i c  a n d  v e h i c l e  t r a f f i c .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

L o c a l  v i s i b i l i t y  p r o b l e m s .  G a l e n a ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  l o w e r  4 0  

S u s i t n a  a n d  K e n a i .

(5) A r e a s  w h i c h  h a v e  g e n e r a l  a i r  m a s s  m o v e m e n t s  w h i c h  0 - 2 0

k e e p  t h e  q u a l i t y  h i g h ,  b u t  l o c a l  s m o k e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n

m a y  b l o c k  s c e n i c  v i s t a s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r e  d u r a t i o n .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

(a) S m o k e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o b s c u r i n g  s c e n i c  v i s t a s .  2 0

(b) O t h e r  a r e a s  w h e r e  a i r  c l a r i t y  c a n  b e  a f f e c t e d  0 

t o  v a r i o u s  d e g r e e s .
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W I L D L I F E

(1) L a n d  a r e a s  h a v i n g  c r u c i a l  h a b i t a t  t h a t  i s  a  6 1 - 8 0

l i m i t i n g  f a c t o r  f o r  r a r e  a n d  e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

E n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s ,  e a g l e  a n d  o s p r e y  h a b i t a t .

(2) L a n d  a r e a s  h a v i n g  c r u c i a l  h a b i t a t  t h a t  i s  a  4 1 - 6 0

l i m i t i n g  f a c t o r  f o r  r a r e  a n d  e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

C a r i b o u  w i n t e r  r a n g e .  6 0

T r u m p e t e r  s w a n  n e s t i n g  h a b i t a t .  6 0

(3) L a n d  a r e a s  h a v i n g  g o o d  t o  e x c e l l e n t  q u a l i t y  2 1 - 4 0

h a b i t a t  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s .  A

h i g h  h a b i t a t  p o t e n t i a l  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  c a p a b i l i t y  

e x i s t s .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

(a) H a b i t a t  t h a t  i s  i n  g o o d  c o n d i t i o n  a t  p r e s e n t  4 0

a n d  s u p p l i e s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  a  s p e c i e s '  y e a r -  

r o u n d  r e q u i r e m e n t  ( D a l i  s h e e p ,  m o u n t a i n  g o a t ,  e t c . ) .

(b) C a r i b o u  s u m m e r  r a n g e .  2 1

(4) L a n d  a r e a s  h a v i n g  f a i r  t o  g o o d  q u a l i t y  h a b i t a t  f o r  0 - 2 0  

a  l i m i t e d  n u m b e r  o f  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s .  A  m e d i u m

h a b i t a t  p o t e n t i a l  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  c a p a b i l i t y  e x i s t s .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

(a) W a t e r f o w l  H a b i t a t  0

(b) H a b i t a t  h a v i n g  l o w  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  m o o s e ,  a s  w e l l  0

a s  p o o r  a c c e s s i b i l i t y ;  h a b i t a t  w i t h  u n k n o w n  w i l d l i f e  

p o p u l a t i o n s ;  o r  h a b i t a t  w i t h  f i r e  e f f e c t s  u n k n o w n .

(5) H a b i t a t - t y p e  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  s u p p l y  s u b c l i m a x  <— ) 0 — 7 9

v e g e t a t i v e  a n d  e d g e  e f f e c t .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

H a b i t a t  h a v i n g  h i g h  v a l u e  f o r  m o o s e ,  p l u s  

a c c e s s i b i l i t y .

-20
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R E C R E A T I O N

(1) L a n d  a r e a s  ( e x c e p t  w h e r e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n s  8 1 - 1 0 0

s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c o g n i z e  f i r e  a s  a  v i a b l e

c o m p o n e n t  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t )  w h e r e  t h e  

r e c r e a t i o n  r e s o u r c e s ,  (a) h a v e  b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  

a s  h a v i n g  N a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  (b) h a v e  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  f o r  N a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  (c) w h e r e  

t h e  r e s o u r c e  i s  i r r e p l a c e a b l e  s u c h  a s  g h o s t  t o w n s ,  

h i s t o r i c  s i t e s ,  a n d  a r c h e o l o g i c a l  s i t e s ,  o r  (d) 

w h e r e  t h e  r e s o u r c e  h a s  b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  a  r e s e a r c h  

o r  o u t s t a n d i n g  n a t u r a l  a r e a .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

(a) L a n d  a n d  w a t e r  a r e a s  h a v i n g  n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  9 0

(2) L a n d  a r e a s  w h e r e  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  r e s o u r c e  i s  l e s s  6 1 - 8 0

t h a n  n a t i o n a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  b u t  i s  o f  s u c h

i m p o r t a n c e  t h a t  t h e  B u r e a u  h a s  d e s i g n a t e d  i t  u n d e r  

P a r t  2 0 7 0 ,  4 3  C F R ,  a s  a  c o m p o n e n t  o f  r e c r e a t i o n  

l a n d s ,  o r  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  s u c h  d e s i g n a t i o n .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

H e a v i l y  u s e d  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a  o f  g r e a t  s c e n i c  v a l u e  8 0  

a n d  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  p o p u l a t e d  a r e a s  ( C h u g a c h  N a t i o n a l  

F o r e s t ,  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a ) .

(3) L a n d  a r e a s  w h e r e  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  r e s o u r c e  i s  l e s s  4 1 - 6 0

t h a n  r e c r e a t i o n  l a n d s  s t a t u r e ,  b u t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e

u s e d  o r  h a v e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  s i g n i f i c a n t  u s e  a t  t h e  

l o c a l  l e v e l .  A l s o ,  r o a d s i d e  b u f f e r  a r e a s ,  s t r e a m s i d e  

b u f f e r  a r e a s ,  s c e n i c  b a c k d r o p s  f o r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  

s c e n i c  a r e a s  s u r r o u n d i n g  r e c r e a t i o n  d e v e l o p m e n t s .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ;

(a) R o a d s i d e  a n d  s t r e a m s i d e  b u f f e r  a r e a s .  50

(4) L a n d  a r e a s  w i t h  c h a r a c t e r  o f  g e n e r a l  o p e n  s p a c e ,  0 - 4 0

b u t  w i t h  n o  o t h e r  s p e c i f i c  r e c r e a t i o n  a t t r a c t i o n s ,

a n d  w i t h  l o w  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e c r e a t i o n  

u t i l i z a t i o n .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

R e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  S t a t e . 20
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(5) A r e a s  w i t h  m o n o t y p e  v e g e t a t i v e  c o v e r  w h i c h  c a n  b e  

m a d e  m o r e  a e s t h e t i c a l l y  p l e a s i n g  b y  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  

p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  l a n d s c a p e ' s  c o v e r .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

N o t  a p p l i c a b l e .

(6) A r e a s  h a v i n g  s c e n i c  v i s t a s  o b s t r u c t e d  b y  v e g e t a t i v e  

c o v e r  o r  a r e a s  o b s t r u c t e d  b y  d e n s e  u n d e r g r o w t h  o r  

b r u s h  w h i c h  r e s t r i c t s  a c c e s s .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

N o t  a p p l i c a b l e

FORESTRY

(1) H i g h  q u a l i t y  y o u n g  t i m b e r  w i t h  a  l a r g e  v o l u m e  o f  

h e a v y  f u e l s  c a p a b l e  o f  g e n e r a t i n g  h e a t  s u f f i c i e n t

t o  c o n s u m e  o r  k i l l  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  m e r c h a n t a b l e  

v o l u m e .  R o t a t i o n  a g e  m i n u s  1 0  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  v a l u e  

d e c r e a s i n g  w i t h  s t a n d  a g e  a n d  u n d e r s t o r y  f u e l  v o l u m e .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

N o t  a p p l i c a b l e .

(2) F u l l y  s t o c k e d ,  v i g o r o u s ,  y o u n g  g r o w t h  s t a n d s  w i t h  

p o t e n t i a l  g r o w t h  e q u a l  t o  s i t e  I V  o r  b e t t e r .  L i g h t  

g r o u n d  f u e l .  L i t t l e  o r  n o  m e r c h a n t a b l e  v o l u m e .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

N o t  a p p l i c a b l e

(3) M a t u r e  t o  o l d  g r o w t h  s t a n d s  w i t h  h e a v y  f u e l  c o m p o s e d  

o f  s a l v a g e a b l e  d e a d  a n d  d o w n  m a t e r i a l .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

C o a s t a l  w e s t e r n  s p r u c e  f o r e s t .

(4) M a t u r e  t o  o l d  g r o w t h  s t a n d s  w i t h  a  c l e a n  f o r e s t  

f l o o r  w h i c h  g e n e r a l l y  h a s  a  d e e p  l a y e r  o f  l i t t e r .

A l s o  i n c l u d e s  n o n s t o c k e d  a r e a s .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

( - ) 0 - 4 0

( - ) 4 1 - 8 0

8 1 - 1 0 0

6 1 - 8 0

4 1 - 6 0

6 0

2 1 - 4 0

(a) W h i t e  s p r u c e  t y p e  ( w e l l - d r a i n e d  s o i l s )

(b) H a r d w o o d - s p r u c e  t y p e

35
25
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(5) W o o d l a n d  a n d  b o t t o m  l a n d  h a r d w o o d s  t y p e :  

P i n y o n - J u n i p e r  t y p e s  r a t e  n o  h i g h e r  t h a n  10.

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

Black spruce type (poorly-drained s o i l s ) .

(6) A r e a s  o f  h e a v y  s l a s h  f i e l d s  w h i c h  p r e v e n t  

s e e d l i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o n  s i t e s  c a p a b l e  o f  

p r o d u c i n g  h a r v e s t a b l e  c o m m e r c i a l  t i m b e r .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :  

N o t  a p p l i c a b l e

G R A Z I N G

(1) S c i e n t i f i c  r a n g e l a n d  s t u d y  a r e a  a n d / o r  o v e r

1.000 l b s .  o f  l i v e s t o c k  f o r a g e  p r o d u c e d  p e r  

a c r e .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

(a) R e i n d e e r  m o d e l  h e r d  s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d y  a r e a .

(b) R e i n d e e r  w i n t e r  r a n g e .

(2) A l l o t m e n t  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  a r e a  a n d / r c  6 0 0  t o

1.000 l b s .  o f  l i v e s t o c k  f o r a g e  p r o d u c e d  p e r  

a c r e .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

N o t  a p p l i c a b l e

(3) E x t e n s j  v e  ’’’’C n a g e m e n t  a r e a  a n d / o r  2 0 0  t o  6 0 0

l b s .  o f  l i v e s t o c k  f o r a g e  p r o d u c e d  p e r  a c r e .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

R e i n d e e r  s u m m e r  r a n g e .

(4) C u s t o d i a l  m a n a g e m e n t  a r e a  a n d / o r  0 t o  2 0 0

l b s .  o f  l i v e s t o c k  f o r a g e  p r o d u c e d  p e r  a c r e .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

P o i n t  V a l u e  

0-21

0

(-)0-20

6 1 - 8 0

8 0

8 0

4 1 - 6 0

2 1 - 4 0

21

0-20

Livestock grazing.
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(5) V e g e t a t i v e  c o n v e r s i o n  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  f o r a g e

p r o d u c t i o n  o n  l o w  p o t e n t i a l  s i t e s  a n d / o r  f o r  

i m p r o v e d  a c c e s s .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

N o t  a p p l i c a b l e .

(6) V e g e t a t i v e  c o n v e r s i o n  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  f o r a g e

p r o d u c t i o n  o n  h i g h  p o t e n t i a l  s i t e s  a n d / o r  

f o r  i m p r o v e d  a c c e s s .

A l a s k a  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

P o i n t  V a l u e

( - ) 0 - 4 0

( - ) 4 0 - 8 0

N o t  a p p l i c a b l e





/ m m m s w H  
T i l l s  L E G I S L A T U R E  / p o u c h  w f- s i a u  ca p ijo li

BUOCCIAHD AU01T COHM IlT tE / JUHFAU 99801
I

Ja n u a r y  27, 1978

SUMMARY OF: A Special F o l l o w - u p  Review of the Divisio n of
Fire Prevention, Departmen t of Public Safety

PURPOSE OF THE REVIEW

To determine if audit r e c o m m endations  made in our prior audit 
dated July 1, 1972 - June 30, 1975 had been implemented. 
Additionally, the Division's  building inspection program was 
evaluated for the period July 1, 1975 - November 15, 1977 to 
m e a sure the timeliness of inspections, at BIA schools and 
State occ upied buildings particularly, and promptness with 
w hich fire code v iolat i o n s  have been corrected.

FINDINGS AND RECOMMEND ATIONS

1. The average interval betw een fire safety inspections shown 
by our samples has increased from 18.9 months in our prior 
audit to 29.1 months.

2. A l t hough results of our samples show a decrease in non- 
compliance wit h fire code violation s from 71.8% to 40.6%,
we believe this to be m a i n l y  the result of a greater interval 
between fire inspections.
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Gerald L. Wilkerson, CPA 
Legislative A u d itor 
Division of Legislati ve Audit



T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

Or g a n i z a t i o n  and F u n c t i o n ..................................... 4

Finding s and Recom mendations ...............................  5

Schedule A
Analy s i s  of Sample by Area and by T y p e ................ 7

Schedule B
A n a lysis of Inspection Interval by Type

and L o c a t i o n ...............................................  8

Schedule C
A n a l ysis of Fire Code Viol ation Compliance

by A r e a .................................................. 9

Schedule D
Analysis of Fire Code Violation Compliance

by Type of B u i l d i n g ..................................... 10

A g e n c y  R e s p o n s e .................................................. 11(a)

P a g e

P u r p o s e  of the R e v i e w ............................................  3

•»

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A 2 D I V I S I O N  O F  L E G I S L A T I V E  A U D I T



P U R P O S E  OF T H E  R E V I E W

In a cc ordance w i t h  the provisions of Title 24 of the Alaska 
Statutes, a follow-up r eview of the Departme nt of Public 
Safety, Division of Fire Prevention was conducted to determine 
if audit rec ommendations r eported in our audit covering the 
period July 1, 1972 through June 30, 1975 had been implemented. 
Additionally, the Division's b u i l d i n g  inspection p r o g r a m  was 
e valuated for the period July 1, 1975 through November 15,
1977 to m e a su re the timeliness of inspections, at BIA schools 
and State occ upied buildings particularly, and promptness 
w i t h  w hic h fire code violations have been corrected.

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A 3 D I V I S I O N  O F  L E G I S L A T I V E  A U D I T



F I N D I N G S  A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

Improvement is ne eded in the timeli ness of building 
i n s p e c t i o n s .

The D i v isio n nas adopted regulation s which require at least 
annual fire safety inspections of buildings under their 
jurisdiction. During our previous audit however, we observed 
the average interval between inspections state-wide was 18.9 
months. A t  that time the Division responded that due to 
staff limitations, an 18 m onth interval was the best that 
could be achieved.

We made a similar test of the two years subsequent to our last 
audit to d e t e rmi ne the current inspection interval. We 
selected a sample of 630 buildings of various types in the 
Anchorage, Fairbanks and J uneau areas, (see Schedule A).
The average state-wide inspection interval observed during 
this period was 29.1 months. (An A n a l y s i s  of inspection 
I n t erval by Type and Location will be found at Schedule B ) .

Our prior audit recommended e s t a b l i s h i n g  an inspection 
schedule and mon it o r i n g  the schedule to ensure all buildings 
are inspected in accordance w i t h  regulations. There appears 
n ow to be an even greater need for this type of m anagement 
tool. The inspection schedule should be prioritized to 
insure timely inspections of buil dings w h i c h  represent the 
greatest risk to the safety of occupants such as nursing 
homes and day care centers. It was noted several of these 
types of buildings had not been inspected in three or more 
years. The Division also needs to fill three vacant .Deputy 
Fire Marshall positions; one each at Anchorage, Fairbanks, 
and Juneau. The positions were authorized July 1, 1977 but 
remain unfilled.

Recommendation  No. 2

Improvement is still needed in ob taining compliance with 
Division correctio n orders.

In our prior audit a sample of 334 inspection reports with 
fire code violations was reviewed and compliance was observed 
as follow.''.:

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 1

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A 5 D I V I S I O N  O F  L E G I S L A T I V E  A U D I T



N u m b e r P e r c e n t

Complian ce Orders Issued 
Compliance Obtained Promptly 
C ompliance Obtained After Follow-up 

Total Compliance

Orders Not C omplied With at 6/30/75

334
49
45
94

(1) 240

100.0%
14.7
13.5
28.2

71.8%

(1) 24 orders were still not c o r r ected as of November 15, 1977.

In order to determine if the non -c o m p l i a n c e  statistic had 
improved since our prior audit, we selected a sample of 630 
building inspection files (Schedule A ) , and reviewed fire 
code viol ation compliance for the peri od July 1, 1975 through 
N ovember 15, 1977. A summary of the results is as follows:

Number Percent

Fire Code Violat i o n s  Issued 
Complian ce Obtained Promptly 
C ompliance Obtained With Follow-up 

Total Compliance

1834
827
262

1089

100.0%
45.1
14.3
59.4

V iola tions Not Corrected With 745 40.6%

Note: An analysis of fire code violation compliance
activity by area will be found at Schedule C; and by 
type of building at Schedule D.

The p e rc ent of non-compliance has improved from 71.8% to 
40.5%, however, we suspect this m a i n l y  results from the 
fact that fewer inspections were made during the second test 
period. As shown at Reco mmendation No. 1, the inspection 
interval increased from 18.9 mo nths to 29.1 months. If 
fewer buildings are being inspected then it is likely fewer 
fire code violdations are issued, and thus compliance appears 
improved. In any event, the percent of non-compli ance is too 
high to adequately protect life and prope r t y  and a more 
vigorous enforceme nt of these v iolations is necessary. In 
that connection, the Division should fill all vacant Deputy 
Fire Marshall positions.
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DIVISION OF FIRE PREVENTION 

SCHEDULE A  

ANALYSIS OF SAMPLE BY A R E A  A ND BY TYPE
July 1, 1975 - November 15, 1977 

AREA

Type of Building Anchorage Fairbanks Juneau Total

State Owned or 
Leased Buildings 84 46 43 173

Hospitals 13 3 5 21

Jails 4 2 3 9

H otels/Motels 87 59 -0- 146

BIA Schools 22 13 1 36

Other Schools 104 61 41 206.

Day Care Centers 19 16 -0- 35

Nursing Homes 1 1 2 4

334 201 95 630

S T A T E  O K  A L A S K A 7 D I V I S I O N  O F  L E G I S L A T I V E  A U D I T



ANALY S I S  OF INSPECTION INTERVAL BY TYPE A N D  LOCATION 
July 1, 1975 - November 15, 1977

D I V I S I O N  OF  F I R E  P R E V E N T I O N

S C H E D U L E  B

Type of Building______

State Owned or Leased

Hospitals

Jails

Hotels /Motels 

BIA Schools 

Other Schools 

Day Care Centers 

Nursing Homes 

State-wide Average

Area

Anchor age

Fairbanks

Juneau

State-wide

Inspection Interval

29.2 months 

21.6 months 

26.9 months 

29.5 months

34.0 months

32.0 months

17.3 months 

4.5 months

29.1 months

Inspection Interval

26.3 months

34.0 months

29.3 months

29.1 months

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A 8 D I V I S I O N  O F  L E G I S L A T I V E  A U D I T



AN A LY SIS OF FZRE CODE V I O L A T I O N  C O MPLIANCE BY AREA

D I V I S I O N  OF  F I R E  P R E V E N T I O N

S C H E D U L E  C

July 1, 1975 - Novembe r 15 , 1977

AREA

Anchorage Fairbanks Juneau Total

Total Vi ola t i o n s  Issued 1039 400 395 1834

Complian ce Obtained Promptly 560 126 141 827

Compliance Obtained After 
Follow-up 142 20 100 262

Total Compliance 702 146 241 1089

Complian ce Not Obtained 337 254 154 745

Percent of Non-Compliance 32.4% 63.5% 39.0% 40.6%
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ANALYSI S OF FIRE CODE V I O L A T I O N  COMPL I A N C E  BY TYPE OF BUILDING 
July 1, 1975 - N ovember 15, 1977

D I V I S I O N  OF F I R E  P R E V E N T I O N

S C H E D U L E  D

Total
Type of 
Building

Compli ance Compliance

State Owned 
or Leased

Hospitals

Jails

Hotels/Motels 

BIA Schools 

Other Schools 

Day Care Centers 

Nursing Homes 

Totals

Violatio ns Obtained 
Issued Promptly

391

337

23

301

175

474

101

32

211

197

6

148

-0-

202

61

2

Obtained W/ Compliance 
Follow-Up Not Obtained

41

34

6

64

-0-

109

8

-0-

139 35.5%

106 31.5

11 47.8

89 29.6

175 100.0 

163 34.4

32 31.7

30 93.8

1834 827 262 745

100.8% 45.1% 14 .3% 40.6%

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A 10 D I V I S I O N  O F  L E G I S L A T I V E  A U D I T
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Richard L. Burton 

Commissioner

J A Y S  HAMMOND. GOVERNOR

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER / pouch n - juneau sssu

February 21, 1978

Mr. Gerald L. Wilkerson, CPA 

Legislative Auditor 

Division of Legislative Audit 

Pouch W

Juneau, Alaska 99801

RECEIVED
F E B  2 8  1978

L E G I S L A T I V E
A U D I T

Subject: Special Report, A Follow-up

Review of the Division of 

Fire Prevention, Department 

of Public Safety, July 1, 

1975 - November 15, 1977

Dear Mr. Wilkerson:

Thank you for a copy of the preliminary report concerning the subject review.

The following is our response.

ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTION

I. Fifteen (15) positions are authorized and budgeted. Three (3)

additional positions have been authorized subject to program

receipts (plan check fees) being available.

Program receipts have not been available due to:

(a) Delay in publishing the 1976 edition of the Uniform 

Building Code which was planned to be adopted in 

conjunction with establishing a plan check fee.

(b) Extensive and time consuming review of proposed 

regulation revisions by the Department of Law, 

which is still in progress.

II. Inspections is not the only function of the Division of Fire
Prevention, i.e. fire investigations, construction plan reviews, 
fire prevention education and training are also major functions 
that are and must be performed,

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

I. No. 1 Timeliness of inspection.

11(a)



Mr. Gerald L. Wilkerson, CPA -2- February 21, 1978

Legislative Auditor

Subject: Special Report, a Follow-Up Review of the Division of Fire Prevention,

Department of Public Safety, July 1, 1975 - November 15, 1977

(a) As stated in my response of January 2, 1976, when more 

stringent enforcement of violations is commenced a greater 

interval between inspections would result. Such is the 

case in hand and will remain status quo unless additional 

manpower is provided.

(b) Additionally, during this period of time the Division 

has had three (3) employees attend the Public Safety 

Recruit Academy for a period of thirteen weeks each 

(1462.5 man hours total), again depleting an already 

understaffed function.

(c) The Division, upon adoption of the updated codes and 

standards, will institute a computerized fire inspection 

program that should help alleviate human error in 

follow up on violations and improve scheduling of 

inspections. This computerized program should also 

provide an automatic internal audit of the inspection

* function. It will not improve the interval of 

inspections but should aid in the timeliness of 

reports and subsequent follow up.

(d) To repeat, the Division cannot fill the authorized 

three (3) positions until funds are available from 

program receipts.

II. N o . 2 Compliance with correction orders.

This report is apparently attempting to compare "Compliance Orders 

Issued" to the number of "Violations Issued", i.e. 334 to 1834, 

and arriving at some percentage.

Without knowledge of the particular files reviewed, it is impossible 

to accurately respond as to why the non-compliance exists, other 

than to state that the majority of the files reviewed were state, 

city, borough, federal or school district facilities and any major 

violation noted would require a substantial monetary outlay, which 

would in turn require legislative or council approval of budget 

revisions or additions.

Needless to say, this is a time consuming process and while many 

violations still exist, I believe that if the violations found and 

recorded were a major life safety hazard the facilities would have 
been closed rather than merely cited for a violation.

11 (b)



M r .  G e r a l d  L .  W i l k e r s o n ,  CPA -3- F e b r u a r y  21, 1978
Legislative Auditor

Subject: Special Report, A Follow-up Review of the Division of Fire Prevention,

Department of Public Safety, July 1, 1975 - November 15, 1977

If you need clarification on any point in this response or desire additional 
information please contact me.

Sincerely yours

Commissioner
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I , the undersigned, an em ployee o f the State of Alaska, do hereby certify 

that the m icro film  images on this m icroform  are accurate reproductions 

o f the orig inal records o f the State o f Alaska as accumulated during the 

regular course of business, and that it is the established po licy  and practice 

of th is State to m icro film  its records and to dispose of the orig inal records 

after m icro film  reproductions have been made.

Date



Date

Mr. President:

The Comm ittee on ______ ■' -ft J.T__________________________  has had f.E H r-_______
v: = *1 -“.noro'orl > M i o n , Fire S'iirr>\
u nder consideration. A majority of the membeifc of the Committee

recommends it do pass

recommends it do not pass

recommends it do pass with attached amendment(s)

recommends it be replaced with CS f o r ___________________________ and that

CS for ________________ _____ do pass

(and) recommends it be referred to the _____________________________________

committee

reports it back without r e c o m m endation 

AMD attaches a report o f  its intent

(other) ______________________________________________________________________________

MEMBERS SIGNING  THE MAJORITY REPORT:

MEMBERS NOT C ONCUR RING IN THE MAJORITY REPORT:

______________________________  recommends: _____________

______________________________  r e c o m m e n d s : _____________

r e c o m m e n d s :

o

o

r j

O

O

r j
r j
r j

C h a i r m a n
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I N  TH E  HOUSE

I n t r o d u c e d :  1/25/77
R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s  a n d
F i n a n c e

BY THE RULES COMMITTEE BY 
REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act making a special appropriation to the Fire

Suppression Fund; and providing for an effective 

date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $750,000 is appropriated from the general fund 

to the lire Suppression Fund for the use of the Department of Natural 

Resources in the suppression of fires under AS 41.15.

* Sec 2. The portion of this appropriation remaining unexpended and 

unobligated at the end of each fiscal year shall not lapse into the general 

fund but shall remain in the Fire Suppression F’m d  and available for 

expenditure.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 

01.10.070(c).
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FISCAL N O T E

R E Q U E S T  u j Q  , j  W

Bill/Resolution No. / V  / "* i

Title T i r e  s i i p p r e s ' s r u u  F u n d

Requested bv O f f i c e  of the G o v e r n o r Date 1 / 1 8 / 7 7

F I S C A L  D E T A I L

A g e n c y  Affected D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s

Program Category Affected D i v i s i o n  o f  L a n d s

Budget Request Unit(s) Affected__________________________-_____________

E X P E N D I T U R E S  (Thousands of Dollars)

00 P E R S O N A L  SERVICES
00 T R A V E L

P .O . -  . C O N T R A C T U A L
00 COM M ODTTTFS
00, E Q U I P M E N T
.00 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S
00 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC.

T O T A L

F U N D I N G  (Thousands of Dollars)

■ENERA L-FUND ,
E D E R A L  F U N D S
T H E R  (Specify)

POSITIONS

U L L  TIME
A R T  TIME
E M P O R A R Y

Sill. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III) 
irhe r e q u e s t e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e s  a F i r e  S u p p r e s s i o n  F u n d  and 
A p p r o p r i a t e s  f r o m  the G e n e r a l  F u n d  m o n i e s  s u f f i c i e n t  to i n i t i a t e  
Jthe F u n d  cind m a i n t a i n  it in f uture y e a r s  a t  a l e v e l  a d e q u a t e  to 
Ineet a n t i c i p a t e d  c o s t s  of a nnual  fire f i g h t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  
t i r e  S u p p r e s s i o n  F u n d  is a r e s e r v e  from w h i c h  fire f i g h t i n g  e x p e n s e s  
t i l l  be paid; it is not a p l a n n e d  e x p e n d i t u r e .  F u t u r e  a n n u a l  inputs 
[from the G e n e r a l  F u n d  to the Fire S u p p r e s s i o n  F u n d  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  to 
p r e d i c t ,  h o w ever,  from 1970 t h r o u g h  1 975 S t a t e  o u t l a y s  f o r  fire 
[suppression h a v e  r a n g e d  from $1.2 m i l l i o n  to $99,G46, a v e r a g i n g  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $539,055. C r e a t i o n  of a F i r e  S u p p r e s s i o n  F u n d  v/ill 
enable p r o m p t  p a y m e n t  of fire f i g h t i n g  costs. W i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  S t a t e  
o w n e r s h i p  of land, and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for fir e p r o t e c t i o n ,  t h e  b a s e  
cost can be e x p e c t e d  to rise, even a s i d e  f r o m  i n f l a t i o n .  Previoxisly 
these p a y m e n t s  h a v e  been m e t  t h r o u g h  s u p p l e m e n t a l  o r  a n n u a l  a p p r o p r i a  
Itions and h a v e  been s u bject  to the d e l a y s  i m p l i c i t  in t h a t  process.

G e o r g e  H o l l c t t
IV. D A T E ___________________________P R E P A R E D  B Y  — ---------- _ -----------------

A G E N C Y  ________ D.ivis:i.on of L a n d s_____________

Orig ina l: Legis lat ive F inance  P H O N E .--- / O ----- Awa----- . . i
cc; Budget and Management 7V

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named) I  I  /
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U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  art. Ill, s e c .  1 8  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  2 4 . 3 0 . 0 6 0 ( b )  
a n d  t h e  " U n i f o r m  R u l e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,
I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a  b i l l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  F i r e  S u p­
p r e s s i o n  F u n d  a n d  a  b i l l  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  $ 7 5 0 , 0 0 0  t o  t h e  
fu nd. T h e  f u n d  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a  r e a d y  s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  
p r o m p t  p a y m e n t  o f  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  
s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  f o r e s t  f ires. C u r r e n t l y  s u c h  e x p e n s e s  
a r e  p a i d  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e y  a r e  i n c u r r e d  f r o m  f u n d s  
3 U p p l e m e n t a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e d  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d u r i n g  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .  T h i s  d e l a y  w o r k s  
g r e a t  h a r d s h i p  u p o n  p r i v a t e  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  
f r o m  w h o m  t h e  s t a t e  p u r c h a s e s  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  t o  
a s s i s t  i n  s u p p r e s s i n g  a  f o r e s t  f i r e .  T h e  s t a t e  i n­
c u r r e d  e x p e n s e s  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n  s u p­
p r e s s i n g  t h e  F a g l e  R i v e r  f o r e s t  f i r e  l a s t  s u m m e r  a n d  
e n c o u n t e r e d  p r o b l e m s  l o c a t i n g  f u n d s  w i t h  w h i c h  t o  p a y .  
I n d e e d ,  a s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e s e  e x p e n s e s  h a v e  
s t i l l  n o t  b e e n  p a i d .  T h e s e  b i l l s  w o u l d  g o  a  l o n g  w a y  
t o w a r d  s o l v i n g  tlii3 p r o b l e m  a n d  p r e v e n t  i t 3  r e c u r r e n c e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J a y  S. H a m m o n d "  
G o v e r n o r

u u j »  ' Y  ^  ^  x  f  w  ^  w  • - •- -

e p r o m p t  p a y m e n t  of fire fighti ng costs. W i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  S t a t e  
ship of land, and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for fire p r o t e c t i o n ,  the b a s e  
c a n  be e x p e c t e d  to rise, even a s i d e  f r o m  i n f l a t i o n .  P r e v i o u s l y  
p a y m e n t s  h a v e  been m e t  t h roug h s u p p l e m e n t a l  or a n n u a l  a p p r o p r i a -  

s a nd h a v e  been subject to the d e l a y s  i m p l i c i t  in t h a t  process.

JV. D A T E

nul: Legis lat ive F inance
Budget and Management 
Pr ime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

P R EP A R ED  BY
A G E N C Y  ___
PH O NE  ___

G e o r g e  Ilollett 

D i v i s i o n  o f  Lands
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SUMMARY OF: A  Special F o l l ow-up R e v i e w  ef the D i v ision of
Fire Prevention, Depa rt m e n t  of Public Safety

PURPOSE OF THE REVIE W

To determine if audit r e c o m m end ations made in our prior audit 
dated July 1, 1972 - June 30, 1975 had been implemented. 
Additionally, the Division's building inspection p r ogram was 
evaluated for the period July 1, 1975 - November 15, 1977 to 
m e a sure the timeliness of inspections, at BIA schools and 
State oc cupied buildings particularly, and prompt ness with 
w h i c h  fire code violations  have been corrected.

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1. The average interval between fire safety inspections shown 
by our samples has increased from 18.9 months in our prior 
audit to 29.1 months.

2. Altho u g h  results of our samples show a decre ase in non- 
c ompliance with fire code violatio ns from 71.8% to 40.6%,
we believe this to be m a i nly the result of a greater interval 
between fire inspections.
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M e m b e r s  o f  t h e
L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e :

In a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  T i t l e  24 o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
S t a t u t e s ,  t h e  a t t a c h e d  r e p o r t  is s u b m i t t e d  f o r  y o u r  r e v i e w :

S P E C I A L  R E P O R T

A  F O L L O W - U P  R E V I E W  O F  
T H E  D I V I S I O N  O F  F I R E  P R E V E N T I O N  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y

J u l y  1, 1 9 7 5  - N o v e m b e r  15, 1 9 7 7

A

G e r a l d  L. W i l k e r s o n ,  C P A  
L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t o r  

D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t



O r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  F u n c t i o n ........................................  4

F i n d i n g s  a n d  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  ................................... 5

S c h e d u l e  A
A n a l y s i s  o f  S a m p l e  b y  A r e a  a n d  b y  T y p e .................  7

S c h e d u l e  B
A n a l y s i s  o f  I n s p e c t i o n  I n t e r v a l  b y  T y p e

a n d  L o c a t i o n ....................................................  8

S c h e d u l e  C
A n a l y s i s  o f  F i r e  C o d e  V i o l a t i o n  C o m p l i a n c e

b y  A r e a .......................................................  9

S c h e d u l e  D
A n a l y s i s  o f  F i r e  C o d e  V i o l a t i o n  C o m p l i a n c e

b y  T y p e  o f  B u i l d i n g ........................................  10

A g e n c y  R e s p o n s e ....................................................... 11(a)

T ABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

Purpose of the R e v i e w ..........................................  3

STATE OF ALASKA DIVISION OF LEGISLATIVE AUDIT



PURPOSE OF THE R E VI EW

In a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  T i t l e  24 o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
S t a t u t e s ,  a f o l l o w - u p  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  
S a f e t y ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  to d e t e r m i n e  
i f  a u d i t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  r e p o r t e d  i n  o u r  a u d i t  c o v e r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d  J u l y  1, 1 9 7 2  t h r o u g h  J u n e  30, 1 9 7 5  h a d  b e e n  i m p l e m e n t e d  
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  D i v i s i o n ' s  b u i l d i n g  i n s p e c t i o n  p r o g r a m  w a s  
e v a l u a t e d  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  J u l y  1, 1 9 7 5  t h r o u g h  N o v e m b e r  15,
1 9 7 7  t o  m e a s u r e  t h e  t i m e l i n e s s  o f  i n s p e c t i o n s ,  a t  B I A  s c h o o l s  
a n d  S t a t e  o c c u p i e d  b u i l d i n g s  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  a n d  p r o m p t n e s s  
w i t h  w h i c h  f i r e  c o d e  v i o l a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  c o r r e c t e d .

STATE OF ALASKA 3 DIVISION OF LEGISLATIVE AUDIT



OR GA NI S A T I O N  A N D  FUN C TI ON

■ ■ . •' (/•/ •' .-:::£  ■' ■ v -'
T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  Safety,. D i v i s i o n  o f  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n ,  
is r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o t e c t  l i f e  a n d  p r o p e r t y  a g a i n s t  f i r e ,  
e x p l o s i o n ,  a n d  p a n i c .  T h e y  p e r f o r m  t h i s  f u n c t i o n  b y  a d o p t i n g  
a n d  e n f o r c i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  m i n i m u m  a c c e p t a b l e  
s t a n d a r d s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  f o r  a l l  b u i l d i n g s  
i n  t h e  S t a t e  e x c e p t  p r i v a t e  h o m e s .  E n f o r c e m e n t  is p r o v i d e d  
b y  r e v i e w i n g  b u i l d i n g  p l a n s  f o r  a l l  n e w  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  b y  
i n s p e c t i n g  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s .

E x c e p t  f o r  f e d e r a l l y  o w n e d  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  D i v i s i o n  h a s  t h e  
p o w e r  t o  e n t e r  a l l  b u i l d i n g s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  S t a t e  in 
o r d e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  f i r e  h a z a r d s  e x i s t .  If a h a z a r d  is 
d i s c o v e r e d ,  a c o r r e c t i o n  o r d e r  is i s s u e d ,  u s u a l l y  w i t h  a 
c o m p l i a n c e  t i m e  o f  60 d a y s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e i r  r e g u l a t i o n s  
p e r m i t  t h e m  t o  c l o s e  a b u i l d i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y  i f  a s e r i o u s  
h a z a r d  e x i s t s .  If t h e  o r d e r  t o  c o r r e c t  v i o l a t i o n s  is n o t  
o b e y e d ,  a f i n a l  o r d e r  is i s s u e d .  D i s r e g a r d  o f  a f i n a l  o r d e r  
is a m i s d e m e a n o r  s u b j e c t  t o  a $ 5 0 0  f i n e ,  s i x  m o n t h s  in jail, 
o r  b o t h .  E a c h  t e n  d a y s  a v i o l a t i o n  is m a i n t a i n e d ,  is a 
s e p a r a t e  o f f e n s e .

T h e  D i v i s i o n  h a s  18 a u t h o r i z e d  p o s i t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c l e r i c a l ,  

to s t a f f  o f f i c e s  i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  a n d  J u n e a u .  T h e y  
a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i n s p e c t i n g  M l  b u i l d i n g s  e x c e p t  t h o s e  
d e l e g a t e d  to t h e  A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  J u n e a u ,  a n d  K e t c h i k a n  
f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t s .
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FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

I m p r o v e m e n t  is n e e d e d  i n  t h e  t i m e l i n e s s  o f ' b u i l d i n g  

i n s p e c t i o n s .

T h e  D i v i s i o n  h a s  a d o p t e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  w h i c h  r e q u i r e  a t  l e a s t  
a n n u a l  f i r e  s a f e t y  i n s p e c t i o n s  o f  b u i l d i n g s  u n d e r  t h e i r  
j u r i s d i c t i o n .  D u r i n g  o u r  p r e v i o u s  a u d i t  h o w e v e r ,  w e  o b s e r v e d  
t h e  a v e r a g e  i n t e r v a l  b e t w e e n  i n s p e c t i o n s  s t a t e - w i d e  w a s  1 8 . 9  
m o n t h s .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  D i v i s i o n  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  d u e  to 
s t a f f  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  a n  18 m o n t h  i n t e r v a l  w a s  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  

c o u l d  b e  a c h i e v e d .

W e  m a d e  a s i m i l a r  t e s t  o f  t h e  t w o  y e a r s  s u b s e q u e n t  t o  o u r  l a s t  
a u d i t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  c u r r e n t  i n s p e c t i o n  i n t e r v a l .  W e  
s e l e c t e d  a s a m p l e  o f  630 b u i l d i n g s  o f  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  in t h e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  J u n e a u  a r e a s ,  (see S c h e d u l e  A ) .
T h e  a v e r a g e  s t a t e  -wide i n s p e c t i o n  i n t e r v a l  o b s e r v e d  d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d  w a s  2 9 . 1  m o n t h s .  (An A n a l y s i s  o f  i n s p e c t i o n  
I n t e r v a l  b y  T y p e  a n d  L o c a t i o n  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  a t  S c h e d u l e  B ) .

O u r  p r i o r  a u d i t  r e c o m m e n d e d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n  i n s p e c t i o n  
s c h e d u l e  a n d  m o n i t o r i n g  t h e  s c h e d u l e  t o  e n s u r e  a l l  b u i l d i n g s  

a r e  i n s p e c t e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h e r e  a p p e a r s  
n o w  t o  b e  a n  e v e n  g r e a t e r  n e e d  f o r  t h i s  t y p e  o f  m a n a g e m e n t  

t o o l .  T h e  i n s p e c t i o n  s c h e d u l e  s h o u l d  b e  p r i o r i t i z e d  to 
i n s u r e  t i m e l y  i n s p e c t i o n s  o f  b u i l d i n g s  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  r i s k  t o  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  o c c u p a n t s  s u c h  as n u r s i n g  
h o m e s  a n d  d a y  c a r e  c e n t e r s .  It w a s  n o t e d  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e s e  
t y p e s  o f  b u i l d i n g s  h a d  n o t  b e e n  i n s p e c t e d  in t h r e e  o r  m o r e  
y e a r s .  T h e  D i v i s i o n  a l s o  n e e d s  to f i l l  t h r e e  v a c a n t  D e p u t y  
F i r e  M a r s h a l l  p o s i t i o n s ;  o n e  e a c h  a t  A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  
a n d  J u n e a u .  T h e  p o s i t i o n s  w e r e  a u t h o r i z e d  J u l y  1, 1 9 7 7  b u t  
r e m a i n  u n f i l l e d .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 2

I m p r o v e m e n t  is s t i l l  n e e d e d  in o b t a i n i n g  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  
D i v i s i o n  c o r r e c t i o n  o r d e r s .

In o u r  p r i o r  a u d i t  a s a m p l e  o f  334 i n s p e c t i o n  r e p o r t s  w i t h  
f i r e  c o d e  v i o l a t i o n s  w a s  r e v i e w e d  a n d  c o m p l i a n c e  w a s  o b s e r v e d  
as f o l l o w s :

Re co mm e n d a t i o n  No. 1
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