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Th i s  h i g h l y  p rodu c t i v e  b r a c k i s h  wa te r  marsh e xp e r i e n c e s  s p r in g  and f a l l  

b i r d  c o n c en t r a t i o n s  o f  thousands o f  m ig r a t i n g  w a te r fow l  i n c l u d i n g  ducks ,  

g e e s e ,  swans,  sand h i l l  c r a n e s ,  sn ip e  and l o o n s .  Most o f  t h e s e  b i r d s  

use the r e fu ge  a s  a s t a g i n g  a r e a  f o r  f e e d i n g  and r e s t i n g  b e f o r e  moving 

on to the l a r g e r  n e s t i n g  a r e a s  such a s  the Yukon-Kuskokwim F l a t s  or 

w in t e r i n g  a r e a s  l o c a t e d  m a in ly  in  the Western Un ited  S t a t e s .

The thousands o f  b i r d s  found here  du r ing  the s p r in g  and f a l l  months a re  

the main a t t r a c t i o n  to the c i t i z e n s  o f  the G rea t e r  Anchorage Area 

Borough. A nnu a l l y ,  n e a r l y  3 ,000 s tu d en t s  and t e a ch e r s  from l o c a l  s c h o o l s  

have en joyed  the  oppo r tun i t y  to wa tch ,  photograph and s tudy  the marsh 

w i l d l i f e  and h a b i t a t .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  hundreds o f  l o c a l  p eop l e  use the 

r e fu g e  l ands  throughout the y e a r .

I n  j u s t  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  the r e fu ge  l o c a t e d  south o f  Rabb i t  Creek and 

between the two Seward Highways ,  the Department o f  F i s h  and Game, 

through i t s  concept  o f  t ime and space  management zon ing p o ^ x c i e s ,  has 

in c r e a s e d  annua l  Canada goose  p roduc t ion  from l e s s  than 2'J young to 

a pp ro x im a te l y  150  and duck p roduct ion  from l e s s  than 50 to app ro x im a t e l y  

400 young .

In  May o f  1972 ,  the G rea t e r  Anchorage Area Borough r equ e s t ed  a sewer 

l i n e  easement a c r o s s  the c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  the r e f u g e .  In  February  o f  

1973 ,  to o f f s e t  the l o s s  o f  w a te r fow l  h a b i t a t  in cu r r ed  du r ing  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  

o f  t h i s  l i n e ,  the  Borough deve loped a 3 ,000 '  x  200' complex o f  ponds and 

berms a t  a co s t  o f  $ 1 1 8 , 4 7 0 .  Duck and goose  product ion  i n  the a r e a  has 

i n c r e a s e d  s t e a d i l y  in  the two y e a r s  s i n c e  comp le t ion  o f  the p r o j e c t .



Dur ing September and October ,  f a t h e r s  w i th  sons or daugh ter s  f i l l  the 

raarsh i n  the p u r s u i t  o f  the t ime honored spo t o f  w a t e r f ow l i n g .  I n  

1 9 7 1 ,  502 ducks were h a r v e s t e d  p r o v i d i n g  536 hunter days  o f  r e c r e a t i o n .

I n  1 9 7 2 ,  917 ducks were h a r v e s t e d  p r o v id in g  416 hunter  days o f  r e c r e a t i o n .  

Many a d d i t i o n a l  hunt ing  days were spen t  pursu ing  Canada g e e s e ,  s n ip e  and 

sand h i l l  c r a n e s .

I n  p r i o r  y e a r s ,  most o f  the marsh a r e a  was open to wa te r fow l  hunt ing f o r  

the e n t i r e  s e a s o n .  However ,  to b e t t e r  a c h i e v e  management g o a l s ,  the 

Department o f  F i s h  and Game has l im i t e d  w a te r fow l  hunt ing to S a tu rd a y s ,  

Sunday s ,  Mondays and Wednesdays .

P o t t e r  P o in t  S t a t e  Game Refuge i s  one o f  the l a s t  f e e d in g  and r e s t i n g  

a r e a s  i n  Cook I n l e t  f o r  f a l l  m ig r a t i n g  ducks where t o t a l  numbers o f  

b i r d s  p a s s in g  through cou ld e xceed  20,000 and a t  a g i v en  t ime cou ld 

r e a ch  5 ,000 b i r d s .

The w i l d l i f e  p opu la t i o n s  and p rodu c t io n  l e v e l s  now e x i s t i n g  on the 

r e f u g e  a r e  sm a l l  when compared to the p o t e n t i a l  l e v e l s  t h a t  cou ld be 

r e a l i z e d  through h a b i t a t  r e c l am a t io n  programs . Through i n t e n s i v e  

management and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  w a te r fow l  p opu la t i o n s  and compat ib l e  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s  cou ld  be in c r e a s e d  1 0 - 1 5  t im es .

The Department o f  F i s h  and Game and G re a t e r  Anchorage Area Borough, 

Department o f  P a r k s  and R e c r e a t i o n  c o n s id e r  the  " i n h o l d i n g s "  o f  p r i v a t e  

l a nd  i n  the marsh (from the toe  o f  the b l u f f  seaward) to be a major



problem.  The p r i v a t e  l a n d s  shou ld  be in c lud ed  in  the r e fu g e  to p ro v id e  

not  o n l y  a  con t iguous  and manageab le  u n i t  o f  marsh, but a l s o  a s s u r e  

a c c e s s  to the marsh f o r  the  r e s i d e n t s  o f  Anchorage . Most o f  the p r i v a t e  

l a n d s  a r e  a d j a c e n t  to the b l u f f .  The most v a l u a b l e  p a r c e l s  ( s e v e r a l  

owners in v o l v e d )  a r e  marked "A" and "B "  on the P r i o r i t i e s  Map.

The p a r c e l s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  be ing  h i g h l y  p rodu c t i v e  w a te r fow l  h a b i t a t ,  

a r e  needed f o r  a c c e s s  to the  marsh. Without th e s e  p a r c e l s ,  a c c e s s  to 

the  marsh ov e r  p u b l i c  l and s  by Anchorage r e s i d e n t s  i s  l im i t e d  to one 

sm a l l  a r e a  nea r  Campbel l L a k e  and a c r o s s  the r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  near  the 

" c l o s e d  a r e a . "  In  the "B "  p r i o r i t y  a r e a ,  some o f  the p r i v a t e  land 

w i t h i n  the marsh has been f i l l e d  i n  w i t h i n  the l a s t  y e a r .

I n t e r e s t e d  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  a n t i c i p a t i n g  the  l o s s  o f  the marsh land and 

a c c e s s  to  the marsh b ecau se  o f  f u t u r e  deve lopment o f  tho s e  p r i v a t e  

p a r c e l s ,  in t roduced  a b i l l  i n  the l a s t  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  to beg in  

purchase  o f  the top p r i o r i t y  p r i v a t e  l a n d s .  The b i l l  was not e n a c t e d ,  

p rob ab ly  b ecau se  i t  appeared so l a c e  i n  the s e s s i o n .  With r e a l  e s t a t e  

a p p r e c i a t i n g  a t  i t s  p r e s en t  r a t e ,  the Department o f  F i s h  and Game and 

the G r e a t e r  Anchorage Area  Borough , Department o f  Parks  and R e c r e a t i o n  

f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  im p e r a t i v e  to  purchase  as  soon as p o s s i b l e  the needed 

p a r c e l s  o f  p r i v a t e  i n h o l d i n g s .

The most f e a s i b l e  and e x p e d i e n t  way to purchase  th e se  l and s  a t  t h i s  t ime 

i s  to match $50,000 in  G r e a t e r  Anchorage Area Borough funds w i th  $50,000 

in  S t a t e  P i p e l i n e  Impact Funds a v a i l a b l e  to  the Borough. The r e s u l t i n g  

$ 100 ,000  cou ld  then be matched on a 1 : 3  b a s i s  w i th  unappropr ia ted



Pitmann-Robertson(PR) F e d e r a l  Aid Monies to p rov id e  a t o t a l  o f  $400,000 

to  b eg in  purchas ing  the  needed p a r c e l s .  These  F e d e r a l  A id  monies can be 

used to  purchase l and s  f o r  w i l d l i f e  pu rpo se s .  A l s o ,  the L e g i s l a t i v e  

Budget and Aud it  Committee cou ld approve the in t e r im  spend ing o f  the PR 

fund s .  Th is  would make the funds a v a i l a b l e  to purchase  the needed l and s  

is  soon a s  p o s s i b l e ,  thus m in im iz ing  the e v e r  i n f l a t i n g  l and  v a l u e s  and 

the d e s t r u c t i v e  f i l l i n g  which i s  now o c cu r r in g  on the marsh.

Another advantage  to buying the l and s  i n  t h i s  manner i s  th a t  $50,000 o f  

Borough funds would be buy ing $400,000 worth o f  open r e c r e a t i o n a l  l and s  

f o r  use by the peop le  o f  the G re a t e r  Anchorage Area Borough.

The Department o f  F i s h  and Game i s  c u r r e n t l y  drawing up a l t e r n a t i v e  land 

use  management p lan s  f o r  the e x i s t i n g  P o t t e r  Po in t  Game Refuge to be 

p re sen ted  a t  a p u b l i c  h e a r in g  dur ing  October ,  1974 .  I f  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  

t h i s  . land a c q u i s i t i o n  p lan  cou ld a l s o  be p re sen ted  a t  t h a t  t im e .



L A W S  O

Source

AN ACT

Creating the Potter Point State Game Refuge; ana providing for 
an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE UiC.SLAVUf.E Of- THE STATE Or ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 16.20.030 is amended to read:

Sec. lo.2 0 .O3O. r.EPuCSS ESTABLISHED. (a) Those 
land areas now inclu.Ua in the National Wildlife Refuge 
System which are cited in this subsection are designated as 
state Eame refuges, and the board shall assign them appro­
priate refuge names:

(1) Aleutian Islands Refuge (except Uranak, 
bnaxaska, Akun, agutan, Sanax, and Txgaxda Islands);

(2) Bering Sea Refuge (St. Matthews and Hall 
Islands, and Pinnacle Islet ir. Bering Sea);

(3) Bogooiof Island Refuge;

(|J) Chamisso Island Refuge;

(5) Forrester Island Refuge;

(6) Mason Bay (Nur.ivakchak and Krigegag Islands);

(7) Hazy Islands Refuge;

(6) Konai National Moose Range;

(3) nocilwA ..atxor.aj. V/ixdllfc Refuge,

(10) Nur.ivak Isiana Refuge;

(11) St. Lazuria Island Refuge;
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(12) Semidi Islands Wildlife Refuge j

(13) Tuxedni Refuge '(Islands in Tuxedni Harbor).

• (b) The following described state-owned lands ana 
adjacent state waters, excluding existing appiied-for

• highway, pipelines and railway rights-of-way as of the 
effective date of this Act, are established as the Potter 
Point State (Sane Refuge: Ail lands and waters south and
west of and adjacent to the too of the bluff which extends 
from Campbell Point southeasterly to Potter Creek.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect on the day after its passage 
and approval or on the day it becomes law without approval.

"t

-2-
Apprcvcd by governor: Kay 15,
Actual effective date: Kay 20





M E M O R A N D U M S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

TO

FROM.

Frank J o n e s  date: J a n u a r y  2 ,  1975
D i r e c t o r
D i v i s i o n  o f  Game file NO:
Juneau

TELEPHONE NO:

Rona ld J .  S o m e r v i l l e . ' subject : d o r t e r  S t a t e  Game Refuge
Reg ion a l  S up e rv i s o r  -■ Meet ing
D i v i s i o n  o f  Game 
Anchorage

Attached i s  a copy o f  J u l i e  Mohr 's summary o f  the p u b l i c  tes t imony g i v en  
a t  the P u b l i c  Meeting on the P o t t e r  Po in t  S t a t e  Game Refuge and the 
R abb i t  Creek R i f l e  Range. In  a d d i t i o n ,  I  have a t t a ch ed  a copy o f ' t h e  
summary o f  the q u e s t i o n n a i r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  a t  the mee t ing .

P e r s o n a l l y ,  I  was q u i t e  happy w ith  the meet ing ,  not on l y  from the 
p u b l i c  r e spon se ,  but a l s o  from the s t andpo in t  o f  p ro v id in g  some d i r e c t i o n  
to the Department .  Much o f  the tes t imony was not j u s t  pro and con but 
a l s o  i t  r e f l e c t e d  i n n o v a t i v e  t h in k in g  on the p a r t  o f  many i n d i v i d u a l s .
In  d i s c u s s i n g  i t  w i th  some o f  the l o c a l  L e g i s l a t o r s  who a t t e nd ed ,  the 
f e e l i n g  was e xp re s s ed  th a t  the meeting a l s o  p rov ided a f e e l i n g  o f  coope ra t i on  
between us and i n t e r e s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  in  the p u b l i c  s e c t o r .

A rev iew  he r e  a c t u a l l y  cov e r s  two s e p a r a t e  t o p i c s :  ( 1 )  Fu ture  e xp an s ion ,
development and use o f  the Refuge and (2) p o s s i b l e  purchase and development 
o f  the Rabb i t  Creek Shoot ing Range. U n fo r tu n a t e l y ,  the d e s i r e s  o f  the 
p u b l i c  p re sen t  a t  the h e a r in g  were not q u i t e  as  c l e a r  on the sh oo t ing  
range a s  they were concern ing  the Re fuge .

We have d i s c u s s e d  a s p e c t s  o f  the deve lopmenta l  u s e s ,  c o o p e r a t i v e  agreements ,  
c o s t s  and e th e r  i tems concern ing the Refuge s i n c e  the meet ing and have 
made s e v e r a l  c o n c lu s i o n s .  We f e e l  there  i s  s t r on g  support  fo r  the 
concept o f  purchas ing  p r i v a t e  l ands  w i t h in  the e x i s t i n g  Refuge d e s c r i p t i o n .  
There i s  a l s o  some concern f o r  expanding the Re fuge by i n c lu d in g  we t lands  
toward Po in t  Woronzof .  The l a t t e r  i s  a l i t t l e  more complex in  l i g h t  o f  
the e x i s t i n g  a i r p o r t  and Borough f a c i l i t i e s .  We s i n c e r e l y  hope th a t  an 
agreement can be made w ith  the p re sen t  A dm in i s t r a t i o n  and L e g i s l a t u r e  to 
purchase  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  w i th in  the Re fuge .  As I  unders tand ,  a b i l l  
f o r  the Department has been submitted and h o p e f u l l y  w i l l  be supported by 
the Gove rno r ' s  o f f i c e .  I t  i s  my unders tand ing  th a t  s im i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  
i s  be ing d r a f t e d  by i n t e r e s t e d  l o c a l  L e g i s l a t o r s  who have been kept 
informed and in vo l v ed  from the v e r y  beg inn ing o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  I  s e r i o u s l y  
doubt t h a t  the app rop r i a t ed  funds w i l l  come anywhere near p ro v id in g  f o r  
purchase  o f  a l l  o f  the land  w i t h i n  the Re fuge ;  thu s ,  i t  i s  go ing to 
behoove us to c a r e f u l l y  s e l e c t  those l and s  that  a r e  c r i t i c a l  to ma in ta in  
the i n t e g r i t y  o f  the Refuge as  w e l l  as to p rov ide  fo r  f r e e  pub l i c  a c c e s s  
where d e s i r e d .  1 b e l i e v e  we a r e  prepared to do t h i s  w i th  our e x i s t i n g  
in fo rm a t io n  and t e n t a t i v e  development p l a n s .
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I t  seemed apparent  tha t  segmenting the Refuge to p ro v id e  fo r  a v a r i e t y  
o f  " c om pa t ib l e "  u se s  was somewhat a c c e p t a b l e .  The s t r e s s i n g  o f  a pr imary 
v i ew ing  a r e a  between the e x i s t i n g  highways and a l l o w in g  fo r  c o n t r o l l e d  
l im i t e d  hunt ing on the remainder o f  the Refuge seemed mosi. b e n e f i c i a l .  
Enforcement o f  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  p u b l i c  s a f e t y ,  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  p r i v - t e  p roper ty  
and o f  c ou r s e ,  adequate  c o n t r o l  on hunt ing  were a l l  d i s c u s s e d  aod a r e  
con s id e r ed  v a l i d  conce rn s .  Both the Department o f  F i s h  and Game and 
Department o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  must g i v e  a d d i t i o n a l  we ight  to the problems 
o f  enforcement a s  they a re  c r i t i c a l  to the maintenance o f  a p rop e r l y  
managed r e fu g e  sys tem . In  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  behooves us to g i v e  cont inuous 
support  to improving v i ew in g ,  improving w a te r fow l  p rodu c t io n ,  and c o n t i n u a l l y  
e v a l u a t i n g  the sh o r t  and long - t e rm  e f f e c t s  o f  hunt ing  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
a r e a .  I  b e l i e v e  our programs o f  band ing ,  bag ch e c k s ,  hunter  c o n t r a c t s ,  
p e r i o d i c  checks  on abundance and enforcement e f f o r t s  i n  the a r e a  a re  
adequate  i n i l i a l  s t e p s  to keep a h and le  op the b i o l o g i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  
Undoubted ly ,  there,  can a lways be some improvement in  t h i s  a r e a .

Dr. J im  S co t t  t e s t i f i e d  l a t e r  in  the meet ing  and o f f e r e d  the s u gg e s t i o n  
tha t  a s  hunt ing p r e s su r e s  i n c r e a s e d ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  be g i v en  to r e s t r i c t i n g  
hunt ing to p r im a r i l y  j u v e n i l e s .  Con s id e r ing  the a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  w a te r fow l  
marshes to the G re a t e r  Anchorage A rea ,  our Hunter S a f e t y  program and the 
e ve r  i n c r e a s i n g  hunt ing  p r e s s u r e s ,  t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  shou ld  be con s id e r ed  
as hav ing  m e r i t .  We w i l l  have to pursue the l e g a l i t y  o f  l im i t i n g  use to 
a c e r t a i n  age segment o f  the p u b l i c  from the A t to rney  G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e .  
U n fo r t u n a t e l y ,  Dr. S c o t t  L e s t i f i e d  so l a t e  in  the meet ing tha t  we were 
unab le  to o f f e r  t h i s  qu e s t ion  to many o f  the i n d i v i d u a l s  who d id  t e s t i f y  
e a r l i e r .  We hope to pursue the s u g g e s t i o n  f u r t h e r .

Maintenance and improvement o f  the e x i s t i n g  v i ew ing  a r e a  between the Old 
and New Seward Highways was an e xp re s s ed  concern f o r  most o f  those who 
t e s t i f i e d .  In a d d i t i o n ,  i t  was obv ious  th a t  one problem we recogn iz ed  
e a r l i e r  shou ld be r e c t i f i e d  a s  soon as p o s s i b l e — that  concerns pub l i c  
s a f e t y  a l o n g  the e x i s t i n g  h ighways .  C a r e f u l l y  l o c a t e d  p u l l o u t s  fo r  
p u b l i c  v i ew ing  have to be p rov id ed .  H op e f u l l y ,  t h i s  can be accomp li shed 
w ithou t  the l o s s  o f  too much key h a b i t a t  in  t i i i s  a r e a .  We p lan on 
d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  w ith the Department o f  Highways here l o c a l l y  so that  
p o s s i b l y  tiiey can g i v e  us some a s s i s t a n c e  in  d e s ign  and p o s s i b l y  monetary 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  I f  development money were a v a i l a b l e  t h i s  coming y e a r ,  
we f o r e s e e  t h a t  the b e s t  e xp end i tu r e  would be to u t i l i z e  t h i s  in  coope ra t i on  
w ith  the Department o f  Highways to p rov id e  f o r  b e t t e r  p u b l i c  v i ew ing  and 
s a f e  pul l o u t  a r e a s .

Because o f  the e xp re s s ed  i n t e r e s t  o f  those  who a t t ended  the meeting and 
o th e r s  who have d i s c u s s e d  i t  w i th  us b e f o r e  and a f t e r ,  we f e e l  tha t  i t  
i s  a p p ro p r i a t e  to  Lake u c l o s e  l o ok  at  snow machines and o th e r  ATV uses 
t h i s  w in t e r .  P o s s i b l y ,  we shou ld c o n s id e r  r e s t r i c t i n g  a l l  v e h i c u l a r  
t r e s p a s s ,  a t  l e a s t  on a po r t ion  o f  the r e f u g e .

There i s  one i s s u e  which I  may be m is r ead ing  but f e e l  th a t  i t  was improper ly  
rep re sen ted  a t  Lhe mee t ing .  That concerns the use o f  the a rea  f o r  dog 
t r a i n i n g .  The r eason  f o r  a s k in g  t h i s  qu e s t ion  was obv ious  to u s ;  however ,
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i t  appears  t h a t  some o f  the p u b l i c  f e l t  tha t  we would be a l l ow in g  t r a i n i n g  
in  the v i ew ing  a r e a  and dur ing the n e s t i n g  s e a s on .  Our i n t e n t i o n s  were 
not to a l l ow  t h i s  and in  f a c t ,  i f  f e a s i b l e ,  would on ly  a l l ow  i t  in the 
l e a s t  p rodu c t i v e  wa te r fow l  a r e a s ,  i f  a t  a l l .  Th i s  i s s u e  w i l l  probab ly  
remain in  l imbo u n t i l  we can more a d equ a t e l y  r ev iew  the p o t e n t i a J  uses 
and demands fo r  the a r e a .  Above a l l ,  we s h o u l d n ' t  a l l ow  any o f  these  i f  
they a r e  in c om pa t ib l e  w ith the i n i t i a l  r e fu g e  purposes .

As you can s e e  from the q u e s t i o n n a i r e  r e s u l t s ,  the s h oo t in g  range qu e s t ion  
was v i r t u a l l y  u n r e s o l v e d .  Almost everyone  d id  support  the concept o f  
p ro v id in g  a sh oo t in g  range in  the m e t ro po l i t a n  Anchorage a r e a ,  but i t  i s  
obv ious tha t  a lmos t  everyone wants i t  to be someplace e l s e  o the r ,  than 
n ex t  door .  C e r t a i n l y  we can a l l  understand th a t  a sp e c t  from a p e r son a l  
s t a n d p o in t .  I t  was mentioned th a t  the re  i s  a sh oo t in g  range p rov ided  by 
the I s a a c  Walton League north o f  Anchorage in  the P.irchwood a r e a .  Th is  
i s  a good po in t  and one th a t  s h o u l d n ' t  be o v e r look ed  a s  a p o t e n t i a l  fo r  
expans ion  to hand le  a po r t ion  o f  the sh oo t in g  p u b l i c .  The reason fo r  
our a c q u i r i n g  the p r e s en t  l e a s e  on the Rabb i t  Creek range ,  though , was 
as  a r e s u l t  o f  our r e v i ew  which i n d i c a t e d  tha t  the re  i s  a tremendous 
demand f o r  more than what was p rov ided  a t  the e x i s t i n g  Birehwood f a c i l i t y .  
Without qu e s t ion  the p u b l i c  c omp la in t s  conce rn ing  unregu la ted  sh oo t ing  
on p r i v a t e  p roper ty  supports  the a n a l y s i s  that  th e re  i s  an a d d i t i o n a l  
demand fo r  a r e a s  to shoot  s a f e l y  in  the Anchorage a r e a .

The recommendation tha t  we look e l s ewhe re  fo r  p o t e n t i a l  s h oo t in g  range 
land i s  a l s o  a good su gg e s t i o n  and one tha t  we w i l l  c on t inue  to pursue .
As you a r e  aware ,  we have a l r e a d y  spent  c o n s i d e r a b l e  time a t t empt ing  to 
work ou t  something fo r  both indoor  and outdoor sh oo t in g  wit l i  l o c a l  
governments and p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i th  l i t t l e  or no s u c c e s s .  I  qu e s t ion  
we should drop the  Rabb i t  Creek l e a s e  and purchase  program in hope fu l  
a n t i c i p a t i o n  th a t  someth ing w i l l  d e v e lo p .  The r i s i n g  land c o s t s  and 
open undeve loped land requ irements  o f  the g r e a t e r  m e t ropo l i t a n  Anchorage 
a rea  a r e  such t h a t  l o c a t i n g  an adequate  s h oo t in g  range c l o s e r  to the 
conges ted  popu la ted  a r e a s  i s  i n f e a s i b l e .  At t h i s  p o in t ,  we would l i k e  
to recommend th a t  we con t inue  w ith  the program to purchase the sh oo t in g  
range .  In a d d i t i o n ,  we must s t r e s s  the concerns o f  the l o c a l  homeowners 
in  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  f a c i l i t y  deve lopment . The e xp re s s ed  
concerns f o r  n o i s e  p o l l u t i o n  and s a f e t y  requ ir ements  shou ld  prompt us to 
attempt to  d i v e r t  some monies f o r  b a f f l e s ,  abutments and improved f a c i l i t i e s .  
The p o t e n t i a l  agreement w ith  the G re a t e r  Anchorage Area Borough which 
would a l l ow  fo r  f u l l - t im e  maintenance and s u p e r v i s i o n  w i l l  p rov ide  some 
r e l i e f  in  the a r e a  o f  sh o o t e r  s a f e t y .  in  a d d i t i o n ,  income d e r i v ed  from 
op e r a t in g  the range should be immediate ly  d i v e r t e d  in to  improved f a c i l i t i e s  
concerned w i th  s a f e t y  and n o i s e  p o l l u t i o n .  1 am conv inced  with l o c a l  
support i n i t i a l l y  tha t  we can a s s i s t  in  p ro v id in g  a f i r s t - r a t e  sh oo t ing  
range which w i l l  be a c c e p t a b l e  to the l o c a l  homeowners and compat ib le  
w i th  the b a s i c  purposes o f  the Re fuge .
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I t  s l i o u L d  be s t r e s s e d  t h a t  p u r c h a s e  o f  t h e  R a b b i t  C r e e k  R a n g e  w i l l  
p r o v i d e  a v e r y  k e y  a c c e s s  p o i n t  t o  a m a j o r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  R e f u g e .

A t t a c h m e n t

c c :  J .  V a n i a

I ) .  R a d e r



ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 
PUBLIC MEETING 

POTTER POINT STATE GAME REFUGE

he ld  on October 28, 197A in  the P i on e e r  H a l l ,  Anchorage , A l a s k a :

1 .  Pena C l i n e , r e p r e s e n t i n g  Anchorage Audubon S o c i e t y  (225 members):

In  f a v o r  o f  purchas ing  p r i v a t e  l and s  w i th  p u b l i c  monies or o th e r  

funds .  Supported some wate r fow l  p roduc t ion  improvement, but not a 

duck f a c t o r y .  Recommended th a t  the a rea  between Campbel l  P o in t  and 

the G .A .A .B .  sewer p l a n t  be added to the Re fuge .  Quest ioned 

l o c a t i o n  o f  r i f l e  range because o f  n o i s e  and f e l t  i t  shou ld be 

l o c a t e d  e l s ew h e r e .  I f  t h i s  not p o s s i b l e ,  i t  shou ld  be a d equ a t e l y  

s e t  up and ma in ta in ed  by someone a l l  o f  the t ime .

2 .  Mike He r shb e rge r , (Member A l a s k a  Water fowl A s s o c i a t i o n ) :

I n t e r e s t e d  in  hav ing  the S t a t e  op e ra t e  land to s a t i s f y  e v e r yon e .  

Would not comment on r i f l e  range .  Would l i k e  to see  an a r e a  f o r  

s h oo t in g  wa te r fow l  near Anchorage .

3.  S tan McGroty, r e p r e s e n t i n g  s e l f :

Has done a 200 page e c o l o g i c a l  c a s e  stud)' on P o t t e r  Marsh. Reported 

t h i s  a r e a  was lowered 3 f e e t  by the 1964 ear thquake  and the m a jo r i t y  

o f  the duck h a b i t a t  was l o s t  in  t h i s  a r ea  because o f  t h i s  l ow e r in g .  

He f e l t  redeve lopment i s  a v e r y  f e a s i b l e  program he r e .  He favored 

purchase o f  p r i v a t e  laud h o l d i n g s .  Wants non-consumpt ive u s e r s  to 

pay a l s o  fo r  the use and management o f  the Re fuge .  L i k e s  hunt ing 

f o r  t h i s  a r e a .  R i f l e  range can be a r e a l i s t i c  source  o f  s p o r t .

Many problems can be worked ou t ,  but d i d n ' t  know about the n o i s e .  

Department o f  F i s h  and Game can take  c a r e  o f  the f i r e a rm s  t r a i n i n g .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  is a s u m m a r y  of p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y  at the p u b l i c  m e e t i n g



Recommended p u l l - o u t  a r e a s  f o r  c a r s  on the New Seward Highway f o r  

b i rd  w a tch in g .  Suggested th a t  no t r a i l s  be a l l owed  between the Old 

and New Seward Highways because  o f  the n e s t i n g  a r e a s  l o c a t e d  t h e r e .  

T r a i l s  would u t l im a t e l y  d e s t r o y  the se  n e s t i n g  a r e a s .  R i f l e  range 

shou ld be upgraded . Have seen some improvment a l r e a d y  s i n c e  F i s h  

and Game l ias s t a r t e d  managing i t .  Area from r i f l e  range to Campbel l 

Po in t  shou ld be used f o r  h a b i t a t  and cou ld be used by hunter s  and 

w a t ch e r s .  F e l t  the e d u c a t i o n a l  impact on our young peop le  from 

t h i s  a r e a  i s  v e r y  important and shou ld be p r e s e r v ed .  Favored S t a t e  

purchas ing  p r i v a t e  l a u d s .

R ic k  Kentopp , r e p r e s e n t i n g  s e l f :

S t a t e d  b i g g e s t  problem i s  enforcement o f  p re sen t  laws and s i g n s  a re  

needed to permanent ly  mark the re fuge  and r i f l e  range .  I f  p o s s i b l e ,  

we cou ld f in d  an unproduc t i v e  a rea  f o r  the r i f l e  range .  However, 

ranges a r e  needed—at  l e a s t  two. South o f  Rabbit Creek i s  the 

b i g g e s t  enforcement problem. Recommended Old Seward Highway be 

dead ended a t  weigh s t a t i o n .  Th i s  cou ld  p o s s i b l y  e l im in a t e  r a c in g  

prob lems ,  e t c .  Reported th e re  was land a v a i l a b l e  in t h i s  a r e a  fo r  

a r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a .  F i s h  and Game should c on s id e r  ho ld in g  more 

pub l i c  h ea r s  on o th e r  s u b j e c t s  and a r e a s .  P o l l u t i o n  should he 

watched .  Recommended purchas ing  p r i v a t e  l ands  fo r  Refuge and 

making pa rk ing  a r e a s  f o r  v i ew in g ,  c r e a t i n g  in fo rma t ion  c en t e r  and 

more n e s t i n g  s i t e s  in Area I .  Does not f a vo r  t r a i l s  between Old 

and Seward Highways ,  p i c n i c  a r e a s ,  boat launch f a c i l i t i e s  and 

snowmachine a r e a s  fo r  Area 1 .  F e l t  the upland should be p ro te c ted  

a s  w e l l  a s  the marsh l a n d s .

M a r g a r e t  E. H e l l e r , r e p r e s e n t i n g  s e l f  as a b i r d  w a t c h e r :
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6. Mary E v an s , r e p r e s e n t in g  A l a s k a  Center fo r  the Env ironment :

Should manage Refuge f o r  the s p e c i e s .  R i f l e  range i s  u n d e r s t a f f e d  

and b ad l y  managed and shou ld be removed i f  a l t e r n a t i v e  p l a c e  can 

be found.  I t  shou ld a l s o  be turned over the the Borough f o r  

management. Opposed hunt ing w i t h i n  the Re fuge .  A ga in s t  snowmachines 

u s ing  Re fuge .  Quest ioned tha t  F i s h  and Game can be funded and 

s t a f f e d  to manage the Re fuge .  Recommended i n c r e a s i n g  Refuge by 

buy ing p r i v a t e  l a nd s .

7.  Duane Conger , r e p r e s e n t i n g  A la ska  S t a t e  R i f l e  and P i s t o l  A s s o c i a t i o n :  

We can teach  and t r a i n  s tuden t s  in  the hand l ing  o f  f i r e a rm s ,  but 

d e f i n i t e l y  need a p u b l i c  range .  Recommended purchase o f  l and  and 

improvement o f  the p r e s en t  r i f l e  range with a r e s i d e n t  Range 

Mas te r .  Need pub l i c  range and t h i s  i s  a good s t a r t .  Knows o f  no 

o th e r  l o c a t i o n  fo r  a r i f l e  range a c c e s s i b l e  to the Anchorage 

p u b l i c .  Favored purchase o f  p r i v a t e  l ands  fo r  the Re fuge .

8. S t a n l e y  J .  Er i c k s o n, r e p r e s en t in g  s e l f  (24 y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  A l a s k a ) :  

Recommended the whole F i s h  and Game p r o j e c t  and more. We shou ld 

d e d i c a t e  the Refuge to the g o a l s  s e t  f o r th  or we w i l l  make the sa. j  

m is take  a s  we d id  many y e a r s  ago with the Ship Creek a r e a .  Reported 

th a t  p r i v a t e  proper ty  in  Area 1 1  and some in Area I I I  a r e  go ing  to 

be s o ld  f o r  o i l  tank r e s e r v e  s t o r a g e .  Recommended p u t t i n g  h i k in g  

t r a i l s  on ly  a t  the edge o f  the Refuge and at  the b eg inn ing  o f  Area 

I I .  F e l L  everyone  shou ld ge t  behind t h i s  p r o j e c t  a s  s im i l a r  

r e s e r v e s  around the country  a r c  con s id e r ed  some o f  the S t a t e ' s  most 

v a l u a b l e  a r e a s .  Favored r i f l e  range .



9. A lda  Grames, r e p r e s e n t i n g  s e l f :

Would l i k e  to se e  the Re fuge become a haven f o r  w a t e r f ow l .  Change 

name to P o t t e r  Marsh Sanc tuary  and t h i s  would e l im in a t e  a l o t  o f  

our problems t h e r e .  Would l i k e  some input from F i sh  and Game th a t  

they r ep re s en t  a l l  of the peop le  not j u s t  hun te r s .  Had been t o ld  

th a t  our p r i o r i t i e s  were to the hunters  not the non-consumptive 

u s e r s .  Aga in s t  hunt ing i n  the Refuge too c l o s e  to c i t y .  M ig r a t ion  

t ime i s  the g r e a t e s t  t ime f o r  v i ew ing  when hunters  a r e  th e r e .  ‘

R i f l e  range shou ld be l o c a t e d  in  an area  away from the w i l d l i f e .

F i r s t  p r i o r i t y  i s  buy p r i v a t e  proper ty  now and p reven t  h igh e r  

p r i c e s ,  e t c .  A i l  o the r  th in g s  come second .  Dogs shou ld not be 

a l l owed  on the Re fuge .  Snowmachines can be ve r y  d e s t r u c t i v e  on the 

Refuge h a b i t a t .

1 0 .  Pam S t e v e n s , r e p r e s e n t in g  Knik Group, A l a s k a  Chapter S i e r r a  Club : 

Supported purchase o f  p r i v a t e  l ands  by S t a t e .  Backed b i l l  l a s t  

y e a r  to do the same. Would back ano ther  b i l l  t h i s  y e a r .  Suggested  

S t a t e  l o o k  in t o  n e g o t i a t i n g  agreements with the p r i v a t e  land owners 

to ma in ta in  t h e i r  lands in  the n a tu r a l  s t a t e  in  exchange f o r  tax  

b r e ak .  The Refuge i s  v a l u a b l e  Lo the w i l d l i f e  and the u s e r s .

P e r s o n a l l y  sp e a k in g ,  a l l ow in g  hunting on Refuge would depend upon 

i t s  impact and would bear c l o s e  s c r u t i n y .

1 1 .  W i l l i am s  S iemens , r e p r e s e n t in g  A l a sk a  S t a t e  R i f l e  and P i s t o l  A s s o c i a t i o n :  

S t a t ed  th e r e  was a need f o r  a f a c i l i t y  l i k e  the r i f l e  range .



- 5 -

Supported a l l  l and pu rch a s e s .  F e l t  F i s h  and Game have done an 

e x c e l l e n t  j o b  and the r i f l e  range can be made compat ib le  i n  the 

Re fuge .

1 2 .  Ralph M. A l l e y , r e p r e s e n t i n g  Sunse t  H i l l s  West Homeowners A s s o c i a t i o n :  

F e l t  the S t a t e  shou ld purchase  p r i v a t e  l and s  and urged l e g i s l a t i o n

to a c t  on t h i s  now. Did not support  the r i f l e  range as  he f e l t  i t  

i s  c on t r a r y  to the d a i l y  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  and the r i f l e  range i s  

no l onge r  i s o l a t e d .  Suggested ano the r  l o c a t i o n  be found fo r  the 

range because  o f  the n o i s e  and s a f e t y  f a c t o r s  as  he knows o f  no way 

o f  combating the se  prob lems .  Reported th a t  the I s a a c  Walton League 

has a r i f l e  range in  80 a c r e s  o f  l and in  the Birchwood a r e a  a v a i l a b l e  

f o r  s h o o t in g .

/

1 3 .  Bob l l i c k e v , r e p r e s e n t i n g  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  R i f l e  and P i s t o l  A s s o c i a t i o n :  

There i s  a need f o r  a p u b l i c  s h oo t in g  range .  I t  i s  a l s o  n e c e s s a r y

f o r  proper i n s t r u c t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  in  hunter s a f e t y  and i t  cu t s  

down p l i n k i n g ,  e t c .  Have t r i e d  to l o c a t e  proper a r e a s  fo r  sh oo t ing  

ranges i n  Anchorage , but have not been a b l e  to f in d  them. I s s a c  

Walton League i s  too f a r  o u t .  Many ranges throughout the world a re  

i n  the b u i l t  up a r e a s  o f  the c i t i e s .  No i se  in  ranges can be 

reduced .  Supported purchase  o f  p r i v a t e  l and s  fo r  the r e fu g e .

R e a l i z e d  the p r o b l e m s  there, b u t  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  a r e  s c a r c e ,

14 .  Hthc-1 K yze r , r e p r e s e n t i n g  s e l f :

A g a in s t  purchase  o f  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  u n t i l  d e f i n i t e  a r e a s  a r e  s e t  up
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Peop le  a r e  hunt ing y e a r  around in  Area I now. R e s t r i c t  hunt ing  on 

t i d e l a n d s .  L ea s e  arrangements  w ith  land owners would be good.

1 5 .  G. A. C a r l e y , r e p r e s e n t i n g  s e l f  ( l i v e s  i n  Area I I ) :

Favors  l and a c q u i s i t i o n  i n  a l l  a r e a s .  Supports r i f l e  r ang e .

F avo r s  proposed management o f  a r e a .  I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to ma in t a in  

w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  c l o s e  to Anchorage . Opposes opening Refuge to 

motor ized  v e h i c l e s .  There i s  some p r i o r i t y  about the  r i f l e  range 

be ing  the re  f i r s t  and t h i s  i s  a p l a c e  we now have .  The range 

shou ld  be deve loped  and r e t a i n e d .  I f  l ands  a re  not a cqu i r ed  i n  the 

R e fug e ,  a l t e r n a t i v e  uses  w i l l  o ccur .  R i f l e  range w i l l  cut down on 

i l l e g a l  hun t in g .  Complimented F i s h  and Game on t h e i r  p r e s e n t a t i o n s .

1 6 .  J a c k  Hendr ick son , P r e s i d e n t  o f  A l a s k a  Water fowl  A s s o c i a t i o n :

Land a c q u i s i t i o n  i s  good in  ' . h i s  a r e a  to put t h i s  Refuge t o g e th e r .  

Hunting when down shou ld  be r e g u l a t e d .  Wants Goose Bay and Palmer 

Hay F l a t s  Refuge b i l l s  p a s s ed .  Refuge needed bad ly  f o r  young 

peop le  in  t h i s  country  ( c l o s e  to home). Supports n e s t i n g  p la t f o rm s  

f o r  w a t e r f ow l .  Advocates  l im i t e d  hunt ing in  these  a r e a s  to 3 days 

per week. Supports  v i ew ing  a r e a s  f o r  Area I .  R i f l e  range i s  a 

must—see  no a l t e r n a t i v e s .  Does not f a v o r  t r a i l s  in  Area I .

F l o a t i n g  b l i n d s  t a k e  too much money and manpower. Adopt easement 

approach i f  land cannot be purchased ( l i k e  done in Canada) .  F i sh  

and f .me commended on t h i s  h e a r in g .

f o r  h u n t i n g  a r e a s ,  T h e r e  is no c o n t r o l  n o w  on  the t i d e l a n d s .
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1 7 .  W. H. Hancock, r e p r e s e n t i n g  s e l f  (owns 250 a c r e s  o f  t i d e l a n d s  in  

R e fu g e ) :  Opposed o p e r a t i o n  o f  r i f l e  range in  R1A zoned land in  

d e f i a n c e  o f  i n t e n t  o f  the Borough fo r  R l -A  zon ing .  S a f e t y  r u l e s  

shou ld p rec lude  t h i s  range .  Time to change s i n c e  r i f l e  range has 

changed hands.  Idea o f  s an c tu a ry  a s  opposed to hunt ing w i l l  come 

u l t im a t e l y .  C on t r o l l e d  hunt ing cou ld he a l l owed  on Re fuge .  Would 

not l i k e  to s e e  p u b l i c  use  o f  h i s  land in  Area I I  because  o f  the 

p re sen t  use o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s .  At p r e s en t  time the re  i s  s h oo t in g  a t  

a l l  t imes o f  day and n igh t  i n  the r i f l e  range a r e a .  Would l i k e  to 

r e t a i n  h i s  own l a n d .  D i s l i k e s  p re sen t  use o f  r i f l e  range and the 

problems a s s o c i a t e d  with them. S in c e  F i s h  and Game opera ted  r i f l e  

range ,  shoo t in g  on h i s  land l .as improved.

1 8 .  Mrs. W i l l i am  Anderson , r e p r e s e n t in g  s e l f  ( l i v e s  in  Area i l l  on 

b l u f f ) :  Have problems w ith  hunters  from sh oo t in g  t r e e s ,  e t c .  

F r igh t en ed  du r ing  hunt ing s e a son .  Can hear s h oo t in g  from r i f l e  

range .  A c q u i s i t i o n  o f  land would depend on what was done w ith  i t — 

not f o r  hun t ing .  Not opposed to hunt ing per s e ,  but o p ^ s e d  to 

s h oo t in g  from p u b l i c  l and s  to p r i v a t e  l a u d s .

19 .  J a c k  O'B a r ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  s e l f  ( l i v e s  in  Area I I I  on b l u f f ) :

l ias had hunters  below c l i f f  in h i s  back y a rd .  Would be w e l l  to 

c u r t a i l  hunt ing  in r e s i d e n t a l  a r e a s .  Asked F i s h  and Game Commission 

to make a r e a  behind homes in t o  a s a n c tu a r y .  C on t r o l l e d  hunters



(p e rm i t s ,  e t c . )  would be d e s i r a b l e .  avored purchase  o f  p r i v a t e  

l a ud s  f o r  Refuge .

20. John Graiiies, r e p r e s e n t i n g  s e l f :

P o t t e r  Marsh i s  a source  o f  p r i d e .  Area cannot t ake  too much 

p r e s su r e .  Wi ld an ima l s  s e r v e  a g r e a t e r  purpose than domes t i c a t ed  

a n im a l s .  Hoped t h a t  S t a t e  can purchase l and s  a s  soon as  p o s s i b l e .  

Had mixed emotions about sh oo t in g  range—have to have i t  somewhere. 

I f  t h i s  i s  the on l y  p l a c e  w ith  f a i r l y  r e a s on ab le  a c c e s s ,  then you 

need a b a ck s top ,  a fenced  in  a rea  and r e g u l a t i o n s .  Leave a r e a  

a lon e  a s  much as  p o s s i b l e —nature can take  c a r e  o f  i t s e l f .  Did not 

l i k e  F i s h  and Game Department managing t h i s  Refuge becau .e they a re  

on l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in  hun t ing ,  e t c .  Would l i k e  i t  taken over  by the 

Borough.

2 1 .  Bob C h i l d e s , r e p r e s e n t i n g  s e l f :

I f  we used the same type f a c i l i t i e s  a s  shown in  p i c t u r e s  by J a c k  

A l e x and e r ,  then we cou ld f ind  o the r  a r e a s  in  the Borough f o r  a 

r ange .  Would be worth i n v e s t i g a t i n g .  P e r s o n a l l y  endorse s  a w e l l  

deve loped r i f l e  range .  Use a r e a  fo r  watch ing  b i r d s ,  hunt ing and 

t a r g e t  s h o o t in g .  Would not encourage snowmachine use on Refuge 

u n t i l  i t  was found they d id  not abuse h a b i t a t .  Favored purchas ing  

p r i v a t e  l a nd s  and a l s o  p i c n i c  a r e a s  on high l a n d s .  P o s s i b l e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  reform to o b t a in  a c c e s s  easements  a c r o s s  p r i v a t e  l a u d s ,  

and i t  cou ld be done un i fo rm ly  over  the e n t i r e  s t a t e .

-8-
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Some want duck hunters  to f l y  or  t r a v e l  m i l e s  and m i l e s  e l s ewhe re  

to shoot ducks so they can v iew t h e i r  duck l o c a l l y .  Some tax  

monies should go fo r  s h o o t e r s '  f a c i l i t i e s .  Hunter S a f e t y  program 

needs a s a f e  and conven ien t  p l a c e  f o r  t r a i n i n g  and t e a c h in g .  Most 

conven ien t  p l a c e  i s  where i t  i s  p r e s e n t l y  l o c a t e d  over  the mud 

f l a t s .  We a r e  y e a r s  away from a f a c i l i t y  l i k e  the one in  Sacramento.  

R i f l e  range d o e s n ' t  seem to a f f e c t  the b i r d s .  Birchwood range i s  

too f a r  away and f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  not good. I t  i s  a l s o  r i g h t  next  to 

an a i r p o r t  and

t h i s  w i l l  cause  i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  and d i f f i c u l t i e s  l a t e r .  M i l i t a r y  

hav-'. enough use o f  t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s  and w i l l  not l e t  c i v i l i a n s  use 

them. Favor F i s h  and Game o v e r s e e i n g  the r i f l e  range and upgrad ing 

i t .  Get a s u p e r v i s o r  and s e t  r e a son ab le  hou rs .  Someone should 

l i v e  the re  24 hours f o r  c o n t r o l .  V a r ious  gun c lu b s  w i l l  h e lp  F i sh  

and Game work on the r i f l e  range .  We pay good money f o r  Fir.h and 

Game e x p e r t i s e  and we should back them. Not opposed to purchase  o f  

p r i v a t e  l a n d s ,  but would be i f  we l o s e  the r i f l e  range .  Commended 

A le xander  on I l ls  work on the r i f l e  range .

23 • Frank O’ B r in k,  r e p r e s e n t in g  s e l f :

Favors  purchase o f  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  and b i rd  p rodu c t ion .  Favors  

purchase  o f  land fo r  r i f l e  range e l s ew h e r e .  Not a g a i n s t  hunt ing  on 

Re fuge ,  but i t  should be l im i t e d .  Have r a r e  oppor tun i t y  to ma in ta in  

a r e a  o f  beauty and w i l d l i f e  in  r e fu g e .  I f  we d on ' t  purchase

22. J o h n  F l e t c h e r , r e p r e s e n t i n g  A l a s k a  G u n  C o l l e c t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n :
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p r i v a t e  l and s  now, i n d u s t r i a l  development w i l l  t ak e  p l a c e  and crowd 

out w i l d l i f e  i n  that  a r e a .

24. Dr. J im  S c o t t , r e p r e s e n t in g  s e l f :

Have unequaled oppo r tun i t y  to deve lop  the Refuge in t o  w i l d l i f e

a r e a .  Area I  cou ld  be made i n t o  a s an c tu a r y  and a l s o  p a r t s  o f  Area

I I I .  Proposed \ l e a r n i n g  a r e a  f o r  young hunters  under 16 who would

be sup e r v i s e d  by a d u l t s .  L im i t  number o f  p eop l e .  Favored purchase 

o f  p r i v a t e  l a n d s .  S t r on g l y  urged i n c r e a s e  o f  w a te r fow l  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  

Would l i k e  to s e e  a good r i f l e  range i n  town, but not i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Suggusted Tudor Road a r e a  ( a d j a c e n t  to m i l i t a r y  l ands)  f o r  a r i f l e  

range .  L im i t  hunt ing to t r a i n i n g  o f  young p eop l e .  Set up foo t  

t r a i l s  in  Re fuge ,  but no v e h i c l e  t r a f f i c .

25. Jo in ; G a r r e t t , r e p r e s e n t i n g  s e l f :

Refuge should be deve loped in t o  a rea  f o r  v i ew ing  and compat ib le

hun t ing .  Anchorage a r e a  needs a good r i f l e  range which i s  p rop e r l y  

s u p e r v i s e d— f a c i l i t i e s  poor now. I t  i s  a long way to Birchwood 

r i f l e  range .  A r i f l e  range i s  compa t ib l e  w ith Refuge u s e s .

Favored purchased o f  l a n d .

26. F rede r i c k McG in n i s , r e p r e s en t i n g  s e l f :

Favors  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  s e c u r in g  a l l  p r i v a t e  l ands  f o r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  

Re fuge .  R i f l e  range shou ld be c o n t r o l l e d  r i g i d l y .  i f  no t ,  i t  

shou ld be e l im in a t e d .  S t a t e  shou ld  not be in v o l v ed  in  such an



♦

o p e rn t i o n .  I s s u e s  shouLd be d i v i d e d  in t o  two r i f l e  range and 

Re fuge .  Proposed a b i l l  be passed Lo p r o h ib i t  i n d u s t r i a l  development 

w i t h i n  o r  near  w i l d l i f e  r e fu g e  r e g i o n s .  Did not f a v o r  l e a s i n g  

l a n d .

27. R ichard  A. W e in ig , r e p r e s e n t in g  s e l f :

F i s h  and Game t a k in g  o f  the r i f l e  range was the g r e a t e s t  th in g  th a t  

has happened here  in  20 y e a r s .  A p rop e r l y  deve loped and opera ted  

r i f l e  range would be a g r e a t  a s s e t  to the community. Range shou ld 

be opera ted  w i th  a sma l l  range f e e  to c u r t a i l  s h o o t in g .  The n o i s e  

i s  u n a v o id ab l e .  Area 1 ,  e t c .  should  br deve loped and endorsed 

purchase  o f  p r i v a t e  l a n d s .  Though a hunting a r e a  f o r  young peop le  

was a good i d e a .  Snowmachines shou ld not be a l l owed  on Re fuge .

28- Bob H u f f , r e p r e s e n t i n g  s e l f  (28 y e a r  r e s i d e n t  i n  Area V) :

Has had Lo c a l l ,  p o l i c e  on t a r g e t  s h o o t e r s .  Enforcement i s  m ndatory 

i f  we a r e  go ing  to have a Refuge a r e a .  I f  the land i s  purchased 

w i thou t  en forcement ,  i t  won ' t  be any b e t t e r  than i t  i s  now. lie was 

not i n t e r e s t e d  in  s e l l i n g  h i s  l a n d .  F e l t  mo to rcy c l e s  would damage 

l a n d ,  but not snowmachines . Favored a r i f l e  range ,  but not in  

p r e s en t  l o c a t i o n  as i t  i s  not compat ib le  w ith a wa te r fow l  r e f u g e .  

Suggested an a r e a  abouL a m i le  from the a i r p o r t  f o r  a r i f l e  range .  

Recommended th a t  the Refuge be posted and the p ub l i c  be. made aware 

o f  the boundar i e s  and f i r e a rm s  l aws .  L im i t i n g  hunt ing to young 

peop le  w i th  s u p e r v i s i o n  c on s id e r ed  an e x c e l l e n t  i d e a .

-11-



POTTER POINT STATE CAME REFUGE 
QUESTIONNAIRE

Do you f a v o r  the S t a t e  purchas ing  p r i v a t e  marsh l and s  belov/ the b l u f f ?
8 1  Yes 1 No C o m m e n t : ______1 _  No Answer
98% 1% 1%

Do you f a v o r  ch a rg in g  a u s e r  f e e  f o r  those  who use the re fuge?
81 Yes  50 No Comment: ____2 _  No Answer
37% 60% 3%

Do you f a v o r  l e a v i n g  the r e fu g e  i n  an undeve loped s t a t e ?
56 Yes  _____22___  No Comment: 5 No Answer
68% 27% 5%

Do you f a v o r  the Department o f  F i s h  and Game more i n t e n s i v e l y  managing the 
. r e fu g e  f o r  g r e a t e r  w a te r fow l  p roduc t ion?

75 Y e s  8 No Comment:
90% 10%

Do you f a v o r  d e v e lo p in g  a v i ew in g  c e n t e r  f o r  wa te r fow l  on the r e fu g e ?
56 Yes  26 No Comment: ____1 _  No Answer
68% 31% 1%

Do you f a v o r  managing the r e fu ge  f o r  v i ew in g  purposes on ly ?
27 Yes  53 No Comment: 3 No Answer
33% 64% 3%

Do you f a v o r  a l l ow in g  wa te r fow l  hun t ing  ON A PORTION o f  the r e fuge ?
H c; Yes  ph No Comment:
66% 34%

Do you f a v o r  c o n t in u in g  use o f  the R abb i t  Creek r i f l e  range?
 46_____ Yes  57 No Comment:

55% 45%

Da you f a v o r  ch a rg in g  a  user  f e e  f o r  use  o f  the r i f l e  range?
53 Yes _______________14__ No Comment: 16 No Answer
64% 17% ' 19%

Do you f a v o r  a l l o w in g  dog t r a i n i n g  and f i e l d  t r i a l s  on the r e fu g e ?
42 Yes  38 No Comment: 3 No Answer
51% 46% 3%

Do you f a v o r  a l l o w in g  the use o f  snowmachines on the r e fu ge ?
6 Yes 77 No Comment:
7% 93%

Do you f a v o r  a l l ow in g  the use o f  m o t o r c y c l e s ,  t r a cked  v e h i c l e s ,  e t c .  on the 
r e f u g e  a t  c e r t a i n  t imes o f  the y e a r ?

4 Yes  _____79___ No Comment:
5% 95%

Do you f a v o r  a l l o w in g  c r o s s  coun try  s k i i n g  and h i k i n g  on the re fuge?
68 Yes  15  No Comment:
82% 18%

GENERAL COMMENTS:

83 peop le  f i l l e d  out q u e s t i o n n a i r e s .



E N H A N C E M E N T  P R O J K C T -  

Y f a t e r f o w l  h a b i t a t  e n h a n c e m e n t  

p r o j e c t  a t  P o t t e r  P o i n t  is d e s i g n ­

ed. t o  r e p l a c e  n e s t i n g  h a b i t a t  

lost i n  t h e  1 9 6 4  e a r t h q u a k e .  

P o n d s  a n d  b e r m s  p r o v i d e  n e w  

resting, f e e d i n g  a n d  r e a r i n g  

a r e a s  f o r  w a t e r f o w l .

(ADKG pholos by Dimitri Bader)

A  h a v e n  

f o r  w a t e r f o w l

By D im itr i Bader 
Game B io log ist 
Anchorage

ON APRIL 2S a  v-shaped f lo c k  o f  
nearly  1 , 0 0 0  d u c k s  f lew  into  upper 
C ook Inlet. A lo n g  the  Sewarcl High­
w ay  so u th  o f  R ab b it  Creek, the  
marsh w as  a lr e a d y  h os t  to  30  n est­
ing pairs o f  le s se r  Canada geese. 
O ther sp ec ie s ,  such  as pinta ils ,  m al­
lards, green-w inged tea l,  red  breast­
ed m ergan sers ,  and horned grebes 
w ere lo o k in g  f o r  su itab le  p laces  to  
nest.

This an n u a l  spring m igration o f  
th ou san d s  o f  b irds  to  Potter .Marsh 
is a  main a t t r a c t io n  fo r  both  young  
and o ld  c i t iz e n s  o f  the Anchorage 
area . In 1 9 7 3 ,  a p p ro x im a te ly  6 ,0 0 0

persons en joyed  th e  marsh and the 
sense o f  freedom  assoc ia ted  with its 
w aterfow l.

Potter Marsh serves w ater fow l 
which use the Pacific  and Central 
f lyw ay  system s b y  o f fe r in g  them a 
nesting p lace  on  their w ay south 
and again on  their northw ard spring 
migrations. Returns from  banded 
birds show  that in the spring, the 
ducks and geese s top p in g  at [’o t te r  
M arsh are h eaded  fo r  nesting 
grounds o f  the Yukon/K uskokw im  
River de ltas ,  the North Slope and 
Siberia. In the fa l l ,  the thousands o f  
ducks and gees.: th at  f il ter  through

2 *

Dimitri Bader holds an A.A. degree in 
zoology from Santa A na Jr. College and a 
B.S. degree in wildlife management from 
Humboldt State College. He began work 
with the department in 1967.

upper C ook  Inlet are  bou nd fo r  
w intering areas  in British Columbia, 
Washington, O regon, Idaho, Cali­
forn ia ,  N evada an d  M exico .

There are f e w  wetland marshes in 
the United S tates  that can  provide 
residents  o f  large pop u lat ion  cen­
ters the  o p p o r tu n ity  to  hunt, 
p h o to grap h , w atch  and scientifical-  
•ly s tu d y  a m arsh ecosystem  with 
birds and w ild life  as d o e s  Potter 
Marsh.

Wetland a reas  throughout the 
United S ta tes  p rod u ce  m illions o f  
w ater fow l. H owever, through the 
e f fo r t s  o f  m an in draining and fill-

I.

1
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ing th ese  areas  f o r  agricu ltura l , 
industrial and  residential d e v o > p -  
ment, the to ta l  am ou n t o f  natural 
nesting and w intering  h ab ita t  lias 
drastically  d im in ished .

W aterfowl nesting areas are being 
lost to  hum an d eve lop m en t in 
Alaska and b ecau se  o f  this, C.ov. 
William A. K . i n  11)71 signed into 
law a bill d. iguating this •1 ,0 0 0 - 
acte  lid..! in. r. h as the Potter Marsh 
State G am e R efuge.

The G o o d  Friday earth q u ake  o f  
1 9 G 1  p h y s ie a l ly  a ltered C ook  
Inlet’s w a te r fo w l  nesting h ab ita t  
and s ign if ican tly  reduced  the a n ­

/ ■ .Y ' -o -  --t-*j »•».• - -y -

nual w ater fo w l produ ction .
Full developm ent o f  the Potter 

Point State G am e Refuge would 
need m ajo r  nesting habitat enhance­
m ent p ro jec ts  in ord er  to rep lace 
t h i s  lo s t  h ab ita t .  The A laska 
D ep artm ent o f  Fish and Game in 
c o o p e r a t i o n  with the G reater 
A n ch orage  A rea  Borough has a l ­
ready b eco m e  involved in such p ro j­
ects. For  exam ple , just south o f  the 
c u t l e t  o f  Campbell Lake, nearly 
tw o-th irds  m ile o f  pon ds  and berms 
were con stru c ted  in 1 9 7 3  to  rep lace  
som e o f  the nesting habitat  lost in 
tire ear th q u ak e .  This pro jec t  cost

3

$ 1 1 8 / 1 7 0  and even b e fo re  the c o n ­
struction  o f  the  pro ject ended 
w ater fow l wore utilizing the new 
habitat fo r  nesting, feeding and 
eventually  rearing youi.g .

However, the entire p icture o f  
Potter Marsh is not bright. Nearly 
2 0  per cent o f  the marsh I. i da 
within the  refuge are ; rival' ly o w n ­
ed . This ch eckerboard  pattern o f  
land ow nership  anil contro l p re­
vents an y  m eaningful, long-term 
m anagem ent programs from  being 
initiated .

An a t te m p t  to  purchase >’ue?:e 
private  lands was m ade earlier tins 

t'o'it 'J n>i j v  _'•)
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. I M A M C E M E N T  ' J O E - Y o u n g  

d u c k s  in:.I g e e s e  w e r e  b u n d l ' d  at 

P o l l e r  M a r s h  this s p r i n g  a s  p a r t  o f  

t h e  r e f u g e  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m .  

P a r t i c i p a t i n g  w e r e  J o h n  W .  H e n d ­

r i c k s o n ,  left, p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A l a s ­

k a  W a t e r f o w l  A s s n . ,  D i m i t r i  

U n d e r ,  g r . m c  biologist. --- 1»—

! i
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i
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y ear  when the new ly form ed Alaska 
W aterfow l A ssoc ia t ion  introduced a 
bill in to  the A laska  State Senate 
requesting  a $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  appropriation 
from  the general fund. Had this 
m oney been ap p rop r ia ted ,  it would 
have been  m atched with $1 50,01)0 
in fed era l  m atching funds from  the 
P itlman-Robert on Federal Aid to 
Wildlife R estorat ion  Act. Although 
passed by  the Senate , the bill failed 
to  pass the l lo u -e  o f  Representa­
tives.

There are tw o areas  in the marsh 
which a re  o f  great im portance to 
the public  ;e> w-ll as to the'vrntor- 
fow l resource . One o f  these areas 
possesses  the qu ality  habitat which 
w a t e r f o w l  utilize  heavily. The

num erous birds, in turn, provide 
the  public with a high, level o f  
recreational use. The o ther  area  en­
com passes one o f  the few remaining 
public access  corr id ors  Lo tiic 
marsh. Because these areas are 
privately ow n ed , they  m ay be  lost 
to  developm ent.

Kvcn though a land ow nership  
problem  exists  in the refuge, there 
are stale-ow ned parcels o f  w ater ­
fow l habitat which are largo enough 
to  lend them selves to  productive 
m anagem ent. For instance, in just 
that p ortion  o f  the refuge located  
south o f  Rabbit Creek and between 
th e  two Seward highways where 
D epartm ent o f  Fi.ii and Game time 
a n d  space  m anagem ent zoning

.  /

1  s * .  . .  t y  i ^
polic ie s  were in fo rc e ,  from  1 0 7 2  to 
1 9 7 3  C anada  g oose  p roduction  in­
creased from  less than  20  young  to  
a p p ro x im a te ly  1 5 0  and duel: p ro­
d u ction  from  less than 5 0  to a p ­
p ro x im ate ly  -1 0 0 .

The p oten t ia l  d eve lop m en t o f  

the Potter Point S la te  G am e R fu se  

in co n ju n ction  with the id en ti f ica ­

tion and m anagem ent o f  o th er  local 
marsh areas  prom ises  to  
upper C ook  Inlet o n e  o f  the ..a t 
im p ortant w ater fo w l prod.../, ion 
and m igration areas  in A laska . ! !  >.v- 
ever, the fu tu re  o f  this refu_.-. its 
m anagem ent and rea l iza t ion  o f  its 
p oten t ia l  depend c o m p le te ly  or. the 
des ires  o f  th e  p eop le ,  n
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POTTER POINT STATE GAME REFUGE 
QUESTIONNAIRE

Do you f a v o r  the S t a t e  pu rch a s ing  p r i v a t e  marsh l a n d s  be low the b l u f f ?  
rj / Yes  ______ / _ _  No Comment: /  ,/r-N jf,s*.>otr

%  /  %  /  ^
ll<-» VOn C »• — ••-••• — - if. . • ’ • r A

 ̂ —    —  o —**o - w w  v/ 4. uUu-.iv. v»*iU oc»t- uiic tt:iugc i

3  / Yes fTt'7 No Comment: J?. /Ĉ -; /V•• i  * i
7 >  %  «£? c>< J ^

Do you f a v o r  l e a v i n g  the  r e fu g e  in  an undeve loped s t a t e ?
S~6 Yes  ^ 2  No Comment: S

^  %  ,2?  ' a  r-

Do you f a v o r  the Department o f  F i s h  and Game more i n t e n s i v e l y  managing the 
r e fu g e  f o r  g r e a t e r  w a te r f ow l  product ion?

/') Yes  &  No Comment:

?  C. Vc /& >c

Do you f a v o r  d e v e l o p in g  a v i ew in g  c e n t e r  f o r  w a t e r f ow l  on the  r e fu g e ?
>  ̂ Y e s  .• f  No Comment: ■ s'-' . . • .

£  > ^
Do you f a v o r  managing the r e fu g e  f o r  v i ew ing  purposes  on ly ?

7  Yes > No Comment: ,

you f a v o r  a l l ow in g  w a t e r f ow l  hun t ing  ON A PORTION of  the r e fu ge ?  
Yes /. )' No Comment:

/ f  V r  ?J /

Do you f a v o r  c on t in u in g  use o f  the Rabb i t  Creek r i f l e  range? 
■?(■ Yes J  /  No Comment:

I ' »" "?<, 7 .T  I;

Do you f a v o r  rv! re g i a  t a u • fe-t f o r  use o f  the r i f l e  range? 
' Yes N_i Cccc.c n l : : . / '

i t

Do you favor allowing dog I mining, and field LrUla on I lie refu -e?

_ 7 L  i _  

i ' /  Vi

Yes ; No Comment:

Do you f a v o r  a . l low ing the use o f  snowmachines on the r e fuge ?
 (_____ Yes ___ /  /  No Comment:

>  %  7  3 ' X

Do you f a v o r  a l l ow in g  the use  o f  m o to r c y c l e s ,  t r a c k ed  v e h i c l e s ,  e t c .  on the 
r e fu g e  a t  c e r t a i n  t imes o f  the y e a r ?
 V Yes ?  7  No Comment:

. . r>-^

V - ' r t

Do you f a vo r  a l l o w in g  c r o s s  country  s k i i n g  and b i k i n g  on the r e fu g e ?
£  ̂ j ~_7 Yes /  • f~r}-  No Cpmment:

\ j  v x  / y  %

GENERAL COMMENTS:

fy 3  / <v/



By D im ii r i  Bader 
Game B io log ist 
Anchorage

ON A P R IL  2S a v-shaped flock of 
nearly 1 ,000 ducks flew into upper 
Cook Inlet. A long the Seward High­
way south o f Rabbit Creek, the 
marsh was already host to 30 nest­
ing pairs o f lesser Canada geese. 
Other species, such as pintails, mal­
lards, green-winged teal, red breast­
ed mergansers, and horned grebes 
were look ing for suitable places to 
nest.

This annual spring migration of 
thousands o f birds to Potter Marsh 
is a main attraction for both young 
and old citizens of the Anchorage 
area. In 1973, approximately 6,000

persons enjoyed the marsh and the 
sense of freedom associated with its 
waterfowl.

Potter Marsh serves waterfowl 
which use the Pacific and Central 
flyway systems by offering them a 
nesting place on their way south 
and again on their northward spring 
migrations. Returns from banded 
birds show that in the spring, the 
ducks and geese stopping at Potter 
Marsh are headed for nesting 
grounds of the Yukon/Kuskokwim 
River deltas, the North Slope and 
Siberia. In the fall, the thousands of 
ducks and geese that filter through

2 •

Dimitri Bader holds an A.A. degree in 
zoology front Santa A na Jr. College and a 
B.S. degree in wildlife management from 
Ilumholdt State College, fie began work 
with the department in 1961.

upper Coolc Inlet are bound for 
wintering areas in British Columbia, 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Cali­
fornia, Nevada and Mexico.

There are few wetland marshes in 
the United States that can provide 
residents o f large population cen­
ters the opportunity to hunt, 
photograph, watch and scientifical­
ly study a marsh ecosystem with 
birds and w ild life  as does Potter 
Marsh.

Wetland areas throughout the 
United States produce m illions of 
waterfowl. However, through the 
efforts o f man in draining and fill-

(ADKG photos by Dimitri I3atl«>

E N H A N C E M E N T  P R O J E C T -  

W a t e r f o w l  h a b i t a t  e n h a n c e m e n t  

p r o j e c t  c t  P o t t e r  P o i n t  is d c s 
e d  t o  r e p l a c e  n e s t i n g  h a b i t a t  

lost i n  t h e  1 9 6 4  e a r t h q u a k e .  

P o n d s  e n d  b e r m s  p r o v i d e  n c i u  

resting, f e e d i n g  a n d  

a r e a s  f o r  w a t e r f o w l .

A  h a v e n  

f o r  w a t e r f o w l
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ing th ese  ureas f o r  agricu ltura l ,  
industrial an d  residential d e v e lo p ­
m ent, the to ta l  am ount o f  natural 
nesting and wintering habitat has  
drast ica l ly  d im in ished .

W aterfow l nesting areas are being 
lost  to  hum an d eve lop m ent in 
A laska and becau se  o f  this, Gov. 
William A. Kgnn in 11)71 skrned in to  
law  a hill des ignating  this •1 ,0 0 0 - 
aere tidal m arsh as the I’o t te r  Marsh 
State G am e R efuge .

The G ood  Friday earthquake o f  
10 G 4  p h y s ic a l ly  altered C ook  
Inlet’s w a te r fo w l  nesting h ab ita t  
and s ig n i f ic an t ly  reduced the  a n ­

nual w a te r fo w l  production .
Full d eve lop m en t o f  the Potter 

Point S ta te  Game Refuge would 
need m ajo r  nesting habitat  enhance­
m en t  p ro jec ts  in o rder  to rep lace 
t h i s  l o s t  h abitat .  The Alaska 
D ep artm en t o f  Fish and Game in 
c o o p e r a t i o n  with the G reater  
A n ch o rag e  Area borough has a l­
read y  b eco m e  involved in such p ro j­
ec ts .  F or  exam p le , jte.t south o f  the 
o u t le t  o f  Campbell Lake, nearly 
tw o-th ird s  mile o f  ponds and berms 
w ere  con stru c ted  in 1 0 7 3  to rep lace 
so m e  o f  the nesting habitat lost in 
th e  ear th q u ak e .  This pro jec t  cos*

$ 1 1 8 ,4 7 0  and even b e fore  the  c o n ­
struction  o f  the p ro jec t  ended 
w ate r fo w l were utilizing the new 
hab ita t  fo r  nesting, feeding  and 
even tua lly  rearing your.g.

However, the entire  p icture  o f  
Potter  Marsh is not bright. Nearly 
20  per  cent o f  the marsh k mis 
within th e  refuge  are privately  o w n ­
ed . This ch eckerb oard  pattern  o f  
land ow nersh ip  and con tro l  p re­
vents  any  m eaningful. !on::-!erm  
m anagem ent program s from  being 
in it iated .

An a t te m p t  to  purchase there  
pr ivate  lands was m ade earlier  tins



. r o u t  i l  f r o m  p a g e  .?

P O T T E R  M A R S H  

S i  A T E  G A M E  R E F U G E * -

y e a r  when the newly form ed A laska  
W aterfowl A ssoc iat ion  introduced a 
bill into  the A lask a  State Senate 
requesting a $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  appropriation  
from  the general fund. Had this- 
m oney been approp r ia ted , it would 
have been  m atched with $ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0  
in federal m atching funds from  the  
Pittm an-Robertson Federal Aid to  
Wildlife R estorat ion  A ct. A lthough 
passed by the Senate, the bill failed 
to  pass the House o f  Representa­
tives.

There are tw o areas  in the marsh 
which are o f  great im portance  to 
the  public  as well as to  the?'water­
fo w l  resource. One o f  these areas 
possesses  the quality  habita t  which 
w a t e r f o w l  utilize heavily. The

num erous birds, in turn, provide 
th e  public  w ith  a high level o f  
recreational use. The other area  en­
com passes  o n e  o f  the few  remaining 

-p u b lic  access  corr id ors  to  the 
marsh, b ecau se  these  areas are 
privately  ow n ed , th ey  m ay be  lost  
to  developm ent.

Even though a land ow nership 
problem  ex ists  in tire refuge, there 
are  s tate-ow ned parcels  o f  w ater ­
fow l habitat  which are large enough 
to  lend them selves to  productive 
m anagem ent. For instance, in just  
that, portion  o f  the refuge located  
south  o f  R abbit Creek and betw een  
the two Reward highways where 
D epartm ent o f  Fish and Game time 
a n d  space  m anagem ent zoning

polic ies  w ere  in fo rc e ,  from  1 9 7 2  to 
1 9 7 3  Canada g o o se  p rod u ction  in­
creased f ro m  less  th an  2 0  y o u n g  to 
apr o x im a te ly  1 5 0  and d u ck  p ro ­
d u ction  f r o m  less  than 5 0  t o  a p ­
p ro x im ate ly  4 0 0 .

The p o ten t ia l  d ev e lo p m en t  o f  

the Potter  Poin t S ta te  G am e R efuge 

in co n ju n ction  w ith  the  id en t i f ic a ­

tion and m an ag em en t  o f  o th e r  local 
marsh a reas  p ro m ises  to- m ake 
upper C o o k  Inlet o n e  o f  the m o st  
im p ortan t  w a te r fo w l  production  
and m igration  a re a s  in A laska . How­
ever, th e  fu tu re  o f  th is  re fu g e ,  its 
m anagem ent and rea l iza t ion  o f  its 
p o ten t ia l  depen d  c o m p le te ly  on the 
desires o f  th e  p e o p le ,  a

M A N A G E M E N T  ' J O  1 3 - Y o u n g  

d u c k s  a n d  g c e s c  w e r e  b a n d e d  a t  

P o l l e r  M a r s h  t h i s  s p r i n g  a s  p a r t  o f  

t h e  r e f u g e  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m .  

P a r t i c i p a t i n g  w e r e  J o h n  IF. H e n d ­

r i c k s o n ,  l e f t ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  s \ l a s -  

h a  W a t e r f o w l  A s s n . ,  D i m i t r i  

B a d e r ,  g a m e  b i o l o g i s t .  ------> -

1!I
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P O T T E R  P O I N T  S T A T E  G A M E  R E F U G E

I n  A l a s k a ,  w a t e r f ow l  n e s t i n g  a r e a s  a r e  b e in g  l o s t  to human deve lopment 

p r o j e c t s  as  w e l l  a s  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s  such a s  the 1964 Good F r i d a y  e a r t h ­

q u a k e .  Because  o f  the  r a p i d  r a t e  o f  development i n  the  G r e a t e r  Anchorage 

a r e a  bowl l o c a l  duck h u n t e r s ,  b i r d  w a t c h e r s ,  n a tu r e  pho tog r aph e r s ,  

s t u d e n t s ,  Boy S c o u t s ,  G i r l  S c o u t s ,  dog t r a i n e r s ,  t e a c h e r s  and numerous 

o t h e r  concerned c i t i z e n s  p e r su aded  S en a to r s  C r o f t ,  Groh, Thomas and Jo s e p h s on  

to  in t r o du c e  S en a t e  B i l l  # 2 1 4  du r in g  the 1 9 7 1  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .  The 

b i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  p a s s ed  and r e s u l t e d  i n  the  c r e a t i o n  o f  the  P o t t e r  P o i n t  

S t a t e  Game R e fu g e .

On deeper e x am in a t i o n  o f  t h e  R e f u g e ' s  l and  ownersh ip  s t a t u s  twenty  

n i n e  p r i v a t e l y  owned p a r c e l s  o f  l and  t o t a l l i n g  745 a c r e s  were found to 

e x i s t  w i t h i n  t h e  4 ,000 a c r e  r e f u g e .

An a t tempt t o  pu rch a se  t h e s e  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  was made du r in g  the  1973 

l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  when t h e  new ly  formed A l a s k a  Wate r fow l  A s s o c i a t i o n  

p er suaded  S en a t o r s  Chancy C r o f t  and L ow e l l  Thomas o f  the S ena te  R e sou rce s  

Committee to i n t r o d u c e  a b i l l  i n t o  the  S t a t e  S ena t e  r e q u e s t i n g  a $50,000 

a p p r o p r i a t i o n  from the g e n e r a l  fund .  The b i l l  p as sed  the  S ena te  20-0 but 

f a i l e d  i n  the House .  Had t h i s  money been a p p r o p r i a t e d ,  i t  would have  

b een  matched w i t h  $ 15 0 ,0 00  i n  f e d e r a l  matching funds from the P i t t r aan -  

Rob e r t son  F e d e r a l  A id  to  W i l d l i f e  R e s t o r a t i o n  A c t .



Th i s  h e a r in g  i s  b e ing  h e l d  to  de term ine how the p u b l i c  f e e l s  about 

p u rch a s ing  t h i s  p r i v a t e  l a n d .  Vie a r e  a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  in  g e t t i n g  the 

p u b l i c  v i ew s  on the Rabb i t  Creek r i f l e  range b e in g  p a r t  o f  the  r e fu g e  a s  

w e l l  as  comments on o th e r  u s e s  o f  the l and  such a s  h u n t in g ,  v i ew in g  and 

i n t e n s i v e  w a t e r f ow l  management.

For  d i s c u s s i o n  and p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  management p u rp o s e s ,  the r e fu g e  

w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  by p h y s i o g r a p h i c a l l y  s e p a r a b l e  a r e a s  w i th  p a s t ,  p r e s en t  

and f u t u r e  management, development and uses  ment ioned .

A rea  1  e x i s t s  between the Old and New Seward Highways from P o t t e r  

to  R abb i t  Creek whose cou r s e  forms the  no r th e rn  Boundary .  T h i s  a r e a  

s t i l l  m a in t a in s  i t s  i d e n t i t y  a s  a n a t u r a l  und i s tu rb ed  marsh and c o n t a i n s  

a l a r g e  v a r i e t y  o f  w a t e r f ow l  and a q u a t i c  p l a n t  communi t ie s .  Water fow l  

p rodu c t io n ,  hun t ing  and v i ew in g  have  been the p a s t  h igh  use s  o f  t h i s  

a r e a .  Due to  the good a c c e s s  and v i s i b i l i t y  o f  l a r g e  numbers o f  w a t e r f o w l , 

the use o f  the a r e a  was changed to  p r o v i d e  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  

and v i ew in g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Water fowl hun t ing  was d i s c o n t i n u e d  in  19 72 .  No 

p r i v a t e l y  owned l and  e x i s t s  in  t h i s  un it : .

Area  2 e x i s t s  on the wes t  s i d e  o f  the New Seward Highway from 

Rabb i t  Creek North to  the Ocean View Sewer ou t f l ow  c h a n n e l .  E x t e n s i v e  

ponds e x i s t  a d j a c e n t  to  the  i n l e t  sho re  where a v a r i e t y  o f  abundant 

w a te r fow l  arid a q u a t i c  p l a n t  food e x i s t .  The R abb i t  Creek R i f l e  range  i s  

s i t u a t e d  on the sou th  end o f  the u n i t .  F o r  y e n r s ^ l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  have

m B & B a a sm ia m



f o r  duck hu n t in g .  S in c e  the 1954 ea r thquake  Canada g e e s e  have began to

n e s t  and f e ed  h e r e .

The R i f l e  range and a m a j o r i t y  o f  the  marsh used by w a t e r f ow l  and 

hun te r s  i n  t h i s  u n i t  e x i s t s  on p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  t o t a l l i n g  ap p ro x im a t e l y  

307 a c r e s .

I f  the p u b l i c  wants  to m a in t a in  the use  o f  ^he r i f l e  r a n g e ,  b i r d

w a t c h i n g ,  w a t e r f ow l  u s e ,  duck h u n t in g ,  and p r e s e r v e  the  marsh t h i s  l and

shou ld  be purchased t o  p ro v id e  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  future ,  u s e  and management.

A rea  3 b e g i n s  a t  t h e  Ocean View sewer o u t f l ow  ch anne l  and ex tend s  

n o r th  to a p o in t  where K l a t t  Road approaches  and ends n e a r  the  marsh.

The a r e a  :i.s t y p i c a l  n a t u r a l  c o a s t a l  marsh ,  e x c e p t  th a t  p l a n t  s u c c e s s i o n  

has advanced to the p o in t  where s i g n i f i c a n t  w a te r f ow l  u t i l i z a t i o n  has 

been e l im i n a t e d .  L im i t e d  a c c e s s  p o i n t s ,  the  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  to ponds and 

the  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  t r a v e r s i n g  the t e r r a i n  by Coot l i m i t s  p u b l i c  e n t r y .

P a s t  and p r e s e n t  p u b l i c  use has been p r im a r i l y  duck h un t in g .  The L e s s e r  

Canada goose  i s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  i t s e l f  h e r e  a s  a r e s i d e n t  n e a t e r .  The 

e x t e n s i v e  s edge  bog t h a t  e x i s t s  1 e re  l e n d s  i t s e l f  i d e a l l y  to h a b i t a t  

improvement p r o j e c t s  proved to  i n c r e a s e  w a t e r f ow l  n e s t i n g  and r e p rodu c t i o n .  

App ro x im a te l y  225 a c r e s  o f  p r i v a t e l y  owned marsh l a n d s  e x i s t s  i n  t h i s  

u n i t .  I f  the p u b l i c  wants  to i n c r e a s e  w a t e r f ow l  u t i l i z a t i o n ,  w a te r f ow l  

r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  h u n t in g ,  v i ew in g  and p r e s e r v e  the marsh Lhe land shou ld  be 

purchased to  p rov id e  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  f u t u r e  use and management.

u s e d  t h e  r i f l e  r a n g e  f o r  t a r g e t  s h o o t i n g  a n d  t h e  a d j a c e n t  t i d a l  m a r s h



Area 4 b e g in s  a t  the marsh narrows n ea r  the end o f  K l a t t  Road and 

e x t end s  no r th  to  Campbel l  Creek .  E x t e n s i v e  j . a t i u a l  and a r t i f i c i a l  ponds 

mixed w i th  sedge s t and s  and o th e r  a q u a t i c  p l a n t  foods  e x i s t  h e r e  and 

p r o v i d e s  the  g r e a t e s t  v a r i e t y  o f  sho re  b i r d s  and w a t e r f ow l  a  p l a c e  to f e e d ,  

r e s t ,  and n e s t .  P u b l i c  a s s e s s  to t h i s  p a r t  o f  the marsh i s  r e s t r i c t e d  by 

p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y .  Even so  the  p a s t  and p r e s en t  p u b l i c  use ha s  been 

w a t e r f ow l  hun t in g  and v i ew in g .  App rox im ate ly  87 a c r e s  o f  p r i v a t e l y  

owned marsh l a n d s  e x i s t s  i n  t h i s  u n i t .  I f  the p u b l i c  wants to  ma in t a in  

the  c r i t i c a l  s h a l l ow  ponds and marsh where the g r e a t e s t  v a r i e t y  o f  shore  

b i r d s  and w a t e r f ow l  g a th e r  on the r e fu g e  dur ing  s p r i n g  and f a l l  m i g r a t i o n s ,  

and where the  r e f u g e s  second h i g h e s t  hun t ing  and v i ew in g  a r e a  e x i s t s  the 

p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  shou ld  be purchased .

Area  5 b e g in s  a t  Campbel l  Creek and e x t end s  nor th  to P o i n t  Campbel l .  

T h i s  a r e a ,  sh a red  w i th  a r e a  4 ,  c o n t a i n s  the Campbel l  Creek d e l t a  where 

the  L e s s e r  Canada Goose i s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  i t s e l f  a s  a  r e s i d e n t  n e s t e r  and 

numerous sho re  b i r d s  and water fow l  g a th e r  throughout the un frozen  months 

o f  the  y e a r .  T h i s  a r e a  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  ponds ,  s edge  and g r a s s  communit i es ,  

Campbel l  Creek and th e  on l y  sandy beaches  found w i t h i n  the r e f u g e .

L im i t e d  a c c e s s  h a s  p re ven ted  a p p r e c i a t a b l e  p u b l i c  u s e ;  even though , p a s t  

and p r e s e n t ' p u b l i c  use  h a s  been w a t e r f ow l  h u n t in g ,  v i ew in g ,  h i k i n g  and 

sn om ob i l i n g .  Approx imate ly  .1.25 p r i v a t e l y  owned marsh a c r e s  e x i s t  in  

t h i s  u n i t .  T h i s  p r i v a t e  l and  i n  a d d i t i o n  to the p r i v a t e l y  owned a c r e s  

found i n  the  o th e r  4 a r e a s  make up ap p ro x im a t e l y  19% o f  the marsh land found 

i n  the r e f u g e .  A m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  p a r c e l s  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  c r i t i c a l



a c c e s s  p o i n t s ,  and /o r  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  used e x t e n s i v e l y  by sho re  b i r d s  and 

w a t e r f ow l  f o r  f e e d i n g  and n e s t i n g ;  th ey  a r e  a l s o  used by the p u b l i c  f o r  

v i e w i n g , s c h o o l  f i e l d  t r i p s ,  w i l d l i f e  pho tography ,  r e t r i e v e r  dog t r a i n i n g ,  

h u n t in g ,  t a r g e t  s h o o t i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  b e r r y  p i c k i n g ,  snow mach in in g ,  ho r se  

r i d i n g ,  n o r d i c  s k i i n g ,  and pea ce  o f  mind. I f  the p u b l i c  wants to r e t a i n  

t h e s e  u s e s  or  the  op t ion  f o r  f u t u r e  use the p r i v a t e  l a n d s  shou ld  be 

pu rch a s ed .
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P O T T E R  P O I N T  S T A T E  G A M E  R E F U G E

I n  A l a s k a ,  w a t e r f ow l  n e s t i n g  a r e a s  a r e  b e in g  l o s t  to human deve lopment 

p r o j e c t s  a s  w e l l  a s  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s  such a s  the 1964 Good F r i d a y  e a r t h ­

q u ak e .  B e c au s e  o f  the  r a p i d  r a t e  o f  deve lopment i n  th e  G re a t e r  Anchorage 

a r e a  bowl l o c a l  duck h u n t e r s ,  b i r d  w a t c h e r s ,  n a tu r e  pho to g r aph e r s ,  

s t u d e n t s ,  Boy S c o u t s ,  G i r l  S c o u t s ,  dog t r a i n e r s ,  t e a c h e r s  and numerous 

o t h e r  conce rned  c i t i z e n s  pe r suaded  S en a to r s  C r o f t ,  Groh, Thomas and J o s eph son  

to  i n t r o d u c e  S en a t e  B i l l  ir2 14  du r ing  the 1 9 7 1  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .  The 

b i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  p a s s ed  and r e s u l t e d  i n  the  c r e a t i o n  o f  the P o t t e r  P o in t  

S t a t e  Game R e fu g e .

f

On deeper  e x am in a t i o n  o f  the  R e fu g e ’ s l and  ownersh ip s t a t u s  twenty 

n i n e  p r i v a t e l y  owned p a r c e l s  o f  l and  t o t a l l i n g  745 a c r e s  were found to 

e x i s t  w i t h i n  t h e  4 ,000 a c r e  r e f u g e .

An a t t emp t  to  p u rch a s e  t h e s e  p r i v a t e  l and s  was made du r ing  th e  1973 

l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  when th e  new ly  formed A l a s k a  Water fow l  A s s o c i a t i o n  

per suaded  S en a t o r s  Chancy C r o f t  and L ow e l l  Thomas o f  the  S ena te  R esou rce s  

Committee to  i n t r o d u c e  a  b i l l  i n t o  the S t a t e  S ena te  r e q u e s t i n g  a  $50,000 

a p p r o p r i a t i o n  from the  g e n e r a l  fund .  The b i l l  p a s sed  the Sen a t e  20-0 but 

f a i l e d  i n  the  House .  Had t h i s  money been a p p r o p r i a t e d ,  i t  would have 

been  matched w i t h  $ 15 0 ,0 0 0  i n  f e d e r a l  match ing funds from the P i t tm an -  

Rob e r t son  F e d e r a l  A id  to  W i l d l i f e  R e s t o r a t i o n  A c t .



Th i s  h e a r in g  i s  b e in g  h e l d  to de te rm ine  how the p u b l i c  f e e l s  about 

pu r ch a s in g  t h i s  p r i v a t e  l a n d .  We a r e  a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  in  g e t t i n g  the 

p u b l i c  v i ew s  on the R abb i t  Creek r i f l e  range  b e in g  p a r t  o f  the  r e fu g e  a s  

w e l l  a s  comments on o th e r  u s e s  o f  the l a n d  such a s  h un t in g ,  v i ew in g  and 

i n t e n s i v e  w a t e r f ow l  management .

Fo r  d i s c u s s i o n  and p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  management pu rp o se s ,  the r e f u g e  

w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  by p h y s i o g r a p h i c a l l y  s e p a r a b l e  a r e a s  w i th  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t  

and f u t u r e  management, deve lopment and u se s  ment ioned .

A rea  1  e x i s t s  between th e  Old and New Seward Highways from P o t t e r  

to  R abb i t  Creek whose cou r s e  forms the no r th e rn  Boundary . T h i s  a r e a  

s t i l l  m a in t a in s  i t s  i d e n L i t y  a s  a n a t u r a l  und is tu rb ed  marsh and c o n t a i n s  

a l a r g e  v a r i e t y  o f  w a t e r f ow l  and a q u a t i c  p l a n t  communit ie s .  Water fow l  

p rodu c t io n ,  hun t ing  and v i ew in g  have, been the  p a s t  h i g h  uses  o f  t h i s  

a r e a .  Due to the good a c c e s s  and v i s i b i l i t y  o f  l a r g e  numbers o f  w a t e r f ow l ,  

the. use  o f  th e  a r e a  was changed to  p r o v i d e  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  p u b l i c  e du c a t i o n  

and v i ew in g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Water fow l  hun t in g  was d i s c o n t i n u ed  i n  1972 .  No 

p r i v a t e l y  owned l and  e x i s t s  i n  t h i s  u n i t .

Ar e a  2 e x i s t s  on the. wes t  s i d e  o f  the New Seward Highway from 

Rabb i t  Creek North to  the Ocean View Sewer ou t f l ow  c h a n n e l .  E x t e n s i v e  

ponds e x i s t  a d j a c e n t  to  the i n l e t  sho re  where a  v a r i e t y  o f  abundant 

w a t e r f ow l  and a q u a t i c  p l a n t  food e x i s t .  The Rabb i t  C ree l  R i f l e  range  i s  

s i t u a t e d  on the  sou th  end o f  the u n i t .  Fo r  y e a r s  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  have
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P O T T E R  P O I N T  S T A T E  G A M E  R E F U G E

I n  A l a s k a ,  w a t e r f ow l  n e s t i n g  a r e a s  a r e  b e in g  l o s t  to human deve lopment 

p r o j e c t s  a s  w e l l  a s  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s  such a s  the  1964 Good F r i d a y  e a r t h ­

q u ak e .  B e cau se  o f  the  r a p i d  r a t e  o f  deve lopment i n  the  G re a t e r  Anchorage 

a r e a  bowl l o c a l  duck h u n t e r s ,  b i r d  w a t c h e r s ,  n a tu r e  p ho tog raph e r s ,  

s t u d e n t s ,  Boy S c o u t s ,  G i r l  S c o u t s ,  dog t r a i n e r s ,  t e a c h e r s  and numerous 

o t h e r  conce rned  c i t i z e n s  per suaded  S en a to r s  C r o f t ,  Groh, Thomas and Jo s eph son  

to  i n t r o d u c e  S en a t e  B i l l  / /214 du r ing  the 1 9 7 1  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .  The 

b i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  p a s s ed  and r e s u l t e d  i n  the c r e a t i o n  o f  the P o t t e r  Po in t  

S t a t e  Game R e fu g e .

T'

On deeper  e x am in a t i o n  o f  the  R e fu g e ’ s l and  ownersh ip  s t a t u s  twenty 

n i n e  p r i v a t e l y  owned p a r c e l s  o f  l and t o t a l l i n g  745 a c r e s  were found to 

e x i s t  w i t h i n  t h e  4 ,000 a c r e  r e f u g e .

An a t t em p t  to  p u rch a s e  t h e s e  p r i v a t e  l and s  was made du r ing  the  1973 

l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  when th e  new ly  formed A l a s k a  Wate r fow l  A s s o c i a t i o n  

p er suaded  S e n a t o r s  Chancy C r o f t  and L owe l l  Thomas o f  the  S ena te  Resou rce s  

Committee to  i n t r o d u c e  a  b i l l  i n t o  the S t a t e  S ena te  r e q u e s t i n g  a  $50,000 

a p p r o p r i a t i o n  from the  g e n e r a l  fund .  The b i l l  p a s s ed  the Sena t e  20-0 but 

f a i l e d  i n  the House .  Had t h i s  money been a p p r o p r i a t e d ,  i t  would have 

been matched w i t h  $ 15 0 ,0 00  i n  f e d e r a l  matching funds from the P i t tm an -  

Robe r t son  F e d e r a l  A id  to  W i l d l i f e  R e s t o r a t i o n  A c t .



T h i s  h e a r i n g  is b e i n g  h e l d  to d e t e r m i n e  h o w  th e  p u b l i c  f e e l s about 

p u r c h a s i n g  this p r i v a t e  land. W e  are  a lso i n t e r e s t e d  in g e t t i n g  the 

p u b l i c  v i e w s  on the R a b b i t  C r e e k  r i f l e  r a n g e  b e i n g  p a r t  of the r ef u g e  as 

w e l l  as c o m m e n t s  on o t h e r  u s e s  of the lan d  s u c h  as hu n t i n g ,  v i e w i n g  an d 

i n t e n s i v e  w a t e r f o w l  m a n a g e m e n t .

F o r  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  m a n a g e m e n t  p u r p o s e s,  the r e f u g e  

w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  b y  p h y s i o g r a p h i c a l l y  s e p a r a b l e  a r e a s  w i t h  past, p r e s e n t  

a n d  f u t u r e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  uses m e n t i o n e d .

A r e a  1 ex i s t s  b e t w e e n  th e  O l d  a nd  N e w  S e w a r d  H i g h w a y s  f r o m  P o t t e r  

to R a b b i t  C r e e k  w h o s e  c o u r s e  f o r m s  the n o r t h e r n  B o u n d a r y .  T h i s  a r e a  

s t i l l  m a i n t a i n s  its i d e n L i t y  as a n a t u r a l  u n d i s t u r b e d  m a r s h  a n d  c o n t a i n s  

a l a r g e  v a r i e t y  of w a t e r f o w l  an d a q u a t i c  p l a n t  c o m m u n i t i e s .  W a t e r f o w l  

p r o d u c t i o n , h u n t i n g  an d  v i e w i n g  h a v e  b e e n  the p a s t  h i g h  uses of this 

area. D u e  to the g ood a c c e s s  an d  v i s i b i l i t y  of l a r g e  n u m b e r s  of w a t e r f o w l ,  

the u s e  of the a r e a  w a s  c h a n g e d  to p r o v i d e  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  

a n d  v i e w i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  W a t e r f o w l  h u n t i n g  w a s  d i s c o n t i n u e d  in 1972. No 

p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  lan d  e x i s t s  in this unit.

A r e a  2 e x i s t s  on the w e s t  s i d e  of the N e w  S e w a r d  H i g h w a y  f r o m  

Ra b b i t  C r e e k  N o r t h  to the O c e a n  V i e w  S e w e r  o u t f l o w  c h an n e l .  E x t e n s i v e  

p o n d s  e x i s t  a d j a c e n t  to the inlet s h o r e  w h e r e  a v a r i e t y  of a b u n d a n t  

w a t e r f o w l  a n d  a q u a t i c  p l a n t foo d  exist. T h e  R a b b i t  C r e e k  R i f l e  r a n g e  is 

s i t u a t e d  on the s outh end of the unit. F o r  y e a r s ^ l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  h a v e



us e d  the r i f l e  r a n g e  fo r target s h o o t i n g  an d  the a d j a c e n t  t i d a l  m a r s h  

fo r  d u c k  hu n t i n g .  S i n c e  the 196 4  e a r t h q u a k e  C a n a d a  g e e s e  h a v e  b e g a n  to 

ne s t  a n d  fee d  here.

T h e  R i f l e  r a n g e  a n d  a m a j o r i t y  of the inarsh u s e d  b y  w a t e r f o w l  and 

h u n t e r s  i n  this unit e x i s t s  on p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  t o t a l l i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

307 acres.

If the p u b l i c  w a n t s  to m a i n t a i n  the u s e of the r i f l e  range, b i r d  

w a t c h i n g ,  w a t e r f o w l  use, d u c k  h u n t i n g ,  a n d  p r e s e r v e  the m a r s h  this lan d  

s h o u l d  b e  p u r c h a s e d  to p r o v i d e  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  f u t u r e  u s e  and m a n a g e m e n t .

A r e a  3 b e g i n s  a t  t h e  O c e a n  V i e w  s e w e r  o u t f l o w  c h a n n e l  arid e x t e n d s  

n o r t h  to a p o i n t  w h e r e  K l a t t  R o a d  a p p r o a c h e s  an d  end s  n e a r  the inarsh.

T h e  a r e a  is t y p i c a l  n a t u r a l  c o a s t a l  m a r s h ,  e x c e p t  that p l a n t  s u c c e s s i o n  

has a d v a n c e d  to the p o i n t  w h e r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  w a t e r f o w l  u t i l i z a t i o n  has 

b e e n  e l i m i n a t e d .  L i m i t e d  a c c e s s  points, the g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  to p o n d s  a n d  

th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  t r a v e r s i n g  the t e r r a i n  b y  f o o t  l i m i t s  p u b l i c  entry.

P a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t  p u b l i c  u s e  ha s  b e e n  p r i m a r i l y  d u c k  hu n t i n g .  T h e  L e s s e r  

C a n a d a  g o o s e  is e s t a b l i s h i n g  i t s e l f  he r e  as a r e s i d e n t  nester. T h e  

e x t e n s i v e  s e d g e  b o g  that e x i s t s  h e r e  l e n d s  i t s e l f  i d e a l l y  to h a b i t a t  

i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o j e c t s  p r o v e d  to i n c r e a s e  w a t e r f o w l  n e s t i n g  an d  r e p r o d u c t i o n .  

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  226 a c r e s  of p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  m a r s h  l a n d s  e x i s t s  in this 

unit. If t h e  p u b l i c  w a n t s  to i n c r e a s e  w a t e r f o w l  u t i l i z a t i o n ,  w a t e r f o w l  

r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  h u n t i n g ,  v i e w i n g  an d  p r e s e r v e  the m a r s h  the land s h o u l d  b e  

p u r c h a s e d  to p r o v i d e  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  f u t u r e  use a nd  m a n a g e m e n t .



.Area 4 b e g i n s  at the m a r s h  n a r r o w s  n e a r  the end of K l a t t  R o a d  and 

e x t e n d s  n o r t h  to C a m p b e l l  Creek. E x t e n s i v e  n a t u r a l  a n d  a r t i f i c i a l  ponds 

m i x e d  w i t h  s e d g e  s t a n d s  and o t h e r  a q u a t i c  p l a n t  f oods e xist h e r e  and 

p r o v i d e s  the g r e a t e s t  v a r i e t y  of s h o r e  b i r d s  and w a t e r f o w l  a p l a c e  to feed, 

rest, a n d  n e s t .  P u b l i c  a s s e s s  to this p art of the m a r s h  is r e s t r i c t e d  b y  

p r i v a t e  pr o p e r t y .  E v e n  s o  the p a s t  and p r e s e n t  p u b l i c  use h a s  b e e n  

w a t e r f o w l  h u n t i n g  a n d  v i e w i n g .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  87 a c r e s  of p r i v a t e l y  

o w n e d  m a r s h  l a n d s  e x i s t s  in this unit. If the p u b l i c  w a n t s  to m a i n t a i n  

the c r i t i c a l  s h a l l o w  p o n d s  an d  m a r s h  w h e r e  the g r e a t e s t  v a r i e t y  of s h o r e  

b i r d s  a n d  w a t e r f o w l  g a t h e r  o n  th e  r e f u g e  d u r i n g  s p r i n g  a n d  fall m i g r a t i o n s ,  

and w h e r e  t h e  r e f u g e s  s e c o n d  h i g h e s t  h u n t i n g  a n d  v i e w i n g  a r e a  e x i s t s  the 

p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  s h o u l d  b e  p u r ch a s e d .

A r e a  5 b e g i n s  a t  C a m p b e l l  C r e e k  and e x t e n d s  n o r t h  to P o i n t  Campbell. 

T h i s  area, s h a r e d  w i t h  a r e a  4, c o n t a i n s  the C a m p b e l l  C r e e k  d e l t a  w h e r e  

the L e s s e r  C a n a d a  G o o s e  is e s t a b l i s h i n g  i t s e l f  as a r e s i d e n t  n e s t e r  and 

n u m e r o u s  s h o r e  b i r d s  a n d  w a t e r f o w l  g a t h e r  t h r o u g h o u t  the u n f r o z e n  m o n t h s  

of the year. T h i s  a r e a  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  ponds, s e d g e  an d g r a s s  comm u n i ti e s ,  

C a m p b e l l  C r e e k  a n d  t h e o n l y  s a n d y  b e a c h e s  found w i t h i n  the refuge.

L i m i t e d  a c c e s s  h a s  p r e v e n t e d  a p p r e c i a t a b l e  p u b l i c  use; e v e n  though, p ast 

and p r e s e n t  p u b l i c  u s e  h a s  b e e n  w a t e r f o w l  b u n t i n g ,  v i e w i n g ,  h i k i n g  and 

s n o m o b i l i n g .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  125 p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  m a r s h  a cr e s  e x is t  in 

this unit. T h i s  p r i v a t e  l a n d  in a d d i t i o n  to the p r i v a t e l y  ow n e d  acres 

f o u n d  in the o t h e r  4 a r e a s  m a k e  up a p p r o x i m a t e l y  19% of the m a r s h l a n d  found 

in the refu ge .  A  m a j o r i t y  of t h e s e  p a r c e l s  a r e  l o c a t e d  at c r i t i c a l



a c c e s s  p o i n t s ,  ancl/or a r e  p r e s e n t l y  u s e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  b y  s h o r e  b i r d s  and 

w a t e r f o w l  f o r  f e e d i n g  and  n e s t i n g ;  the y a r e  a l s o  u s e d  b y  the p u b l i c  for 

v i e w i n g ,  s c h o o l  field trips, w i l d l i f e  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  r e t r i e v e r  d o g  trainin 

h u n t in g ,  t a r g e t  s h ooting, h i k i n g ,  b e r r y  p i c k i n g ,  s n o w  m a c h i n i n g ,  h o r s e  

ridi n g ,  n o r d i c  skiing, and p e a c e  of mind. If the p u b l i c  w a n t s  to r e t a i n  

t h e s e  u se s  or the o p t i o n  for f u t u r e  us e  the p r i v a t e  l a nd s  s h o u l d  b e  

p u r c h a s e d .
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In A l a s k a ,  w a t e r f o w l  n e s t i n g  a r e a s  a r e  b e i n g  los t  to h u m a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  

p r o j e c t s  as w e l l  a s  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s  such as the 1964 Goo d  F r i d a y  e a r t h­

quake. B e c a u s e  of the r a p i d  r a t e  of d e v e l o p m e n t  in the G r e a t e r  A n c h o r a g e  

a r e a  bov/l l o c a l  d u c k  h u n t e r s ,  b i r d  w a t c h e r s ,  n a t u r e  p h o t o g r a p h e r s ,  

s t u d e n t s ,  B o y  S c o u t s ,  G i r l  S c o u t s ,  d o g  t r a iners, t e a c h e r s  a n d  n u m e r o u s  

o t h e r  c o n c e r n e d  c i t i z e n s  p e r s u a d e d  S e n a t o r s  Croft, Groh, T h o m a s  a n d  J o s e p h s o n  

to i n t r o d u c e  S e n a t e  B i l l  i f2 1 4  d u r i n g  the 1971 l e g i s l a t i v e  session. Th e  

b i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  p a s s e d  a n d  r e s u l t e d  in the c r e a t i o n  of the P o t t e r  P o i n t 

S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e .

O n  d e e p e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  of the R e f u g e’s land o w n e r s h i p  st a t u s  twenty 

n i n e  p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  p a r c e l s  o f  land t o t a l l i n g  745 a c re s  w e r e  f o u n d to 

e x i s t  w i t h i n  t h e  4 , 0 0 0  a c r e  refuge.

A n  a t t e m p t  to p u r c h a s e  t h es e  p r i v a t e  lands w a s  m a d e  d u r i n g  the 1973 

l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  w h e n  t h e  n e w l y  f o r med A l a s k a  W a t e r f o w l  A s s o c i a t i o n  

p e r s u a d e d  S e n a t o r s  C h a n c y  C r o f t  and  L o w e l l  Thomas' of the S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  

C o m m i t t e e  to i n t r o d u c e  a b i l l  i n t o  the  S t a t e  S e n a t e  r e q u e s t i n g  a $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  {kind. T h e  b i l l  p as s e d  the S e n a t e  20-0 but 

f a i l e d  .in the llousq. H a d  t h i s  m o n e y  b e e n  a p p r o p r i a t e d ,  it w o u l d  h a v e  

b e e n  m a t c h e d  w i t h  $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  in f e d e r a l  m a t c h i n g  f unds f r o m  the P i t t m a n -  

R o b e r t s o n  F e d e r a l  A i d  to W i l d l i f e  R e s t o r a t i o n  Act.

P O T T E R  PO I N T  STATE GAME REFUGE



T h i s  h e a r i h g ~ i s  b e i n g  held' to d e t e r m i n e  h o w  the p u b l i c  f e e l s  a bo u t  

p u r c h a s i n g  this p r i v a t e  lancT? We a r e  a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  in g e t t i n g  the 

p u b l i c  v i e w s  o n  the R a b b i t  C r e e k  r i f l e  r a n g e  b e i n g  par t of th e r e f u g e  as 

w e l l  as c o m m e n t s  o n  o t h e r  u s e s  of the l a n d  s u c h  as h u n t i n g ,  v i e w i n g  and 

i n t e n s i v e  w a t e r f o w l  m a n a g e m e n t .

F o r  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  m a n a g e m e n t  p u r p o s e s ,  the r e f u g e  

w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  b y  p h y s i o g r a p h i c a l l y  s e p a r a b l e  a r e a s  w i t h  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t  

an d  f u t u r e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  and u ses m e n t io n e d .

A r e a  1 ex i st s  b e t w e e n  t h e  O l d  a n d  N e w  S e w a r d  H i g h w a y s  f r o m  P o t t e r  

to R a b b i t  C r e e k  w h o s e  c o u r s e  forms the n o r t h e r n  Bou n d ar y .  T h i s  a r e a  

s t i l l  m a i n t a i n s  its i d e n t i t y  as a n a t u r a l  u n d i s t u r b e d  m a r s h  a n d c o n t a i n s  

a l a r ge  v a r i e t y  of w a t e r f o w l  an d  a q u a t i c  p l a n t  c o m m u n i t i e s .  W a t e r f o w l  

p r o d u c ti o n ,  h u n t i n g  and v i e w i n g  h a v e  b e e n  the p a s t  h i g h  u s e s  o f  this 

area. D u e  to the g o o d  a c c e s s  and v i s i b i l i t y  of l a r g e  n u m b e r s  of w a t e r f o w l ,  

the use of the a rea w a s  c h a n g e d  to p r o v i d e  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  

and viewing o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  W a t e r f o w l  h u n t i n g  w a s  d i s c o n t i n u e d  in 1972. N o  

p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  land e x i s t s  in this unit.

Area 2 e x i s t s  on Lhc west s id e  of the New Seward Highway from 

Rabbit Creek North to the Ocean View Sewer outflow channel.  Extensive 

ponds e x i s t  ad jacent to the i n l e t  shore where a v a r ie t y  of abundant 

waterfowl and aquat ic  plant food e x i s t .  The Rabbit  Creek R i f l e  range i s  

s i tu a te d  on the south end of the u n i t .  For years; l o c a l  r e s id e n t s  have

0*



u s e d  th e  rif.le r a n g e  f o r  target s h o o t i n g  a n d  the a d j a c e n t  t i d a l  m a r s h  

f o r  d u c k  h u n t i n g .  S i n c e  the 1 9 6 4  e a r t h q u a k e  C a n a d a  g e e s e  h a v e  b e g a n  to 

n e s t  a n d  feed here.

T h e  R i f l e  r a n g e  an d  a m a j o r i t y  of the m a r s h  used b y  w a t e r f o w l  and 

h u n t e r s  in t h i s  u n i t  e x i s t s  on p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  t o t a l l i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

30 7  acres.

If the p u b l i c  w a n t s  to m a i n t a i n  the u s e  of the r i f l e  ra n g e ,  b i r d  

w a t c h i n g ,  w a t e r f o w l  use, d u c k  h u n t i n g ,  a n d  p r e s e r v e  the m a r s h  this land 

s h o u l d  b e  p u r c h a s e d  to p r o v i d e  p r o t e c t i o n  for f u t u r e  u s e  an d  m a n a g e m e n t .

A r e a  3 b e g i n s  a t  t h e  O c e a n  V x e w  s e w e r  o u t f l o w  c h a n n e l  a n d  e x t e n d s  

n o r t h  to a p o i n t  w h e r e  K l a t t  R o n d  a p p r o a c h e s  and ends n e a r  the marsh.

T h e  a r e a  is t y p i c a l  n a t u r a l  c o a s t a l  m a r s h ,  e x c e p t  tha t  p l a n t  s u c c e s s i o n  

ha s  a d v a n c e d  to the p o i n t  w h e r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  w a t e r f o w l  u t i l i z a t i o n  has 

b e e n  e l i m i n a t e d .  L i m i t e d  a c c e s s  points, the g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  to p o n d s  an d  

the d i f f i c u l t y  of t r a v e r s i n g  the t e r r a i n  b y  foo t  l i m i t s  p u b l i c  entry.

P a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t  p u b l i c  us e h a s  b e e n  p r i m a r i l y  d u c k  hu n t i n g .  T h e  L e s s e r  

C a n a d a  g o o s e  is e s t a b l i s h i n g  i t s e l f  h e r e  as a r e s i d e n t  nester. T h e  

e x t e n s i v e  s e d g e  b o g  that e x i s t s  H e r e  l e n d s  i ts e l f  i d e a l l y  to h a b i t a t  

i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o j e c t s  p r o v e d  to i n c r e a s e  w a t e r f o w l  n e s t i n g  and r e p r o d u c t i o n .  

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  226 a c r e s  of p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  m a r s h  l a n d s  e x i s t s  in this 

unit. If the p u b l i c  w a n t s  to i n c r e a s e  w a t e r f o w l  u t i l i z a t i o n ,  w a t e r f o w l  

r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  h u n t i n g ,  v i e w i n g  and p r e s e r v e  the m a r s h  the l and s h o u l d  b e  

p u r c h a s e d  to p r o v i d e  p r o t e c t i o n  for f u t u r e  use and m a n a g e m e n t .



A r e a  4 b e g i n s  at the m a r s h  n a r r o w s  _near the end. o f  K l a t t  R o a d  and 

e x t e n d s  n o r t h  to C a m p b e l l  Creek. E x t e n s i v e  n a t u r a l  a n d  a r t i f i c i a l  p onds 

m i x e d  w i t h  s e d g e  s t a n d s  a n d  o t h e r  a q u a t i c  p l a n t  foods e x i s t  h e r e  and 

p r o v i d e s  the g r e a t e s t  v a r i e t y  of s h o r e  b i r d s  a n d w a t e r f o w l  a p l a c e  to feed, 

r est, an d  nest. P u b l i c  as s e s s  to t his p a r t  of the m a r s h  is r e s t r i c t e d  by 

p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y .  E v e n  so th e p a s t  and p r e s e n t  p u b l i c  use h a s  b e e n  

w a t e r f o w l  h u n t i n g  a n d  v i e w i n g .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  87 a c r e s  of p r i v a t e l y  

o w n e d  inarsh l a n d s  e x i s t s  in this  unit. If the p u b l i c  w a n t s  to m a i n t a i n  

t he c r i t i c a l  s h a l l o w  p o n d s  a n d  m a r s h  w h e r e  the g r e a t e s t  v a r i e t y  of s h o r e  

b i r d s  an d  w a t e r f o w l  g a t h e r  on the r e f u g e  d u r i n g  s p r i n g  and f a l l  m i g r a t i o n s ,  

and w h e r e  the r e f u g e s  s e c o n d  h i g h e s t  h u n t i n g  a n d v i e w i n g  a r e a  e x i s t s  the 

p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  s ho u l d  b e  purc h a s ed .

A r e a  5 b e g i n s  a t  C a m p b e l l  C r e e k  and e x t e n d s  n o r t h  to P o i n t  Campbell. 

T h i s  area, s h a r e d  w i t h  a r e a  4, c o n t a i n s  the C a m p b e l l  C r e e k  d e l t a  w h e r e  

the L e s s e r  C a n a d a  G o o s e  is e s t a b l i s h i n g  i t s e l f  as a r e s i d e n t  n e s t e r  and 

n u m e r o u s  s h o r e  b i r d s  and w a t e r f o w l  g a t h e r  t h r o u g h o u t  the u n f r o z e n  m o n t h s  

of t h e  y ear. T h i s  a r e a  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  ponds, s e d g e  a n d  g r a s s  c o m m u n i t i es ,  

C a m p b e l l  C r e e k  and  t h e  o n l y  s a n d y  b e a c h e s  f ound w i t h i n  the refuge.

L i m i t e d  a c c e s s  h a s  p r e v e n t e d  a p p r e c i a t a b l e  p u b l i c  use; e/e n  though, past 

a n d  p r e s e n t  p u b l i c  u s e  ha s  b e e n  w a t e r f o w l  h u n t i n g ,  v i e w i n g ,  h i k i n g  and 

s n o m o b i l i n g .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  125 p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  m a r s h  a c r e s e x i s t  in 

this unit. T h i s  p r i v a t e  l a n d  in a d d i t i o n  to the p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  acres 

f o u n d  in the o t h e r  4 a r e a s  m a k e  up a p p r o x i m a t e l y  19% of the m a r s h l a n d  found 

in the r e f u g e .  A  m a j o r i t y  of t hese p a r c e l s  ar e  l o c a t e d  at c r i t i c a l



a c c e s s  p o i n t s ,  a n d / o r  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  used e x t e n s i v e l y  b y  s h o r e  b i r d s  and 

w a t e r f o w l  f o r  f e e d i n g  a n d  n e s t i n g;  they a r e  a l s o  u s e d  b y  the p u b l i c  for 

v i e w i n g ,  s c h o o l  f i e l d  t r i p s , ' w ildlife p h o t o g r a p h y ,  r e t r i e v e r  d o g  training, 

h u n t i n g ,  t a r g e t  sh o o t i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  b e r r y  p i c k i n g ,  s n o w  m a c h i n i n g ,  h o r s e  

ridi n g ,  n o r d i c  skiing, an d  p e a c e  of mind. If the p u b l i c  w a n t s  to r e t a i n  

t h e s e  u s e s  or the o p t i o n  for f u t u r e  us e  the p r i v a t e  l a n d s  s h o u l d  be 

p u r c h a s e d .
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P OTTER POINT STATE GAME REFUGE

In A l a s k a ,  w a t e r f o w l  n e s t i n g  a r e a s  are b e i n g  lost to h u m a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  

p r o j e c t s  as w e l l  a s  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s  such as the 1964 G o o d  F r i d a y  e a r t h­

quake. B e c a u s e  of the r a p i d  rate of d e v e l o p m e n t  in the G r e a t e r  A n c h o r a g e  

a r e a  b o w l  l o c a l  d u c k  h u n t e r s ,  b i r d  w a t c h e r s,  n a t u r e  p ho t o g r a p h e r s ,  

s t u d e n t s ,  Boy  S c o u t s ,  G i r l  S c o ut s ,  d o g  trainers, t ea chers and n u m e r o u s  

o t h e r  c o n c e r n e d  c i t i z e n s  p e r s u a d e d  S e n a t o r s  Croft, Groh, T h o m a s  and J o s e p h s o n  

to i n t r o d u c e  S e n a t e  Bi l l  //214 d u r i n g  the 1971 l e g i s l a t i v e  session. The 

b i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  p a s s e d  and r e s u l t e d  in the c r ea t i o n  of the P o t t e r  P oi n t  

S t a t e  G a m e  R e fu g e .

On d e e p e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  of the R e f u g e ' s  land o \ m e r s h i p  status twenty 

n i n e  p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  p a r c e l s  of land tot al l i n g  745 acres w e r e  found to 

e x i s t  w i t h i n  the 4 , 0 0 0  a c r e  refuge.

A n  a t t e m p t  to p u r c h a s e  these p r i v a t e  lands w a s  m ade d u r i n g  the 1973 

l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  w h e n  the n e w l y  formed A l a s k a  W a t e r f o w l  A s s o c i a t i o n  

p e r s u a d e d  S e n a t o r s  C h a n c y  C r o f t  a n d  L o w e l l  T h o m a s  of the S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s 

C o m m i t t e e  to I n t r o d u c e  a b i l l  i nto the State S e n a t e  r e q u e s t i n g  a $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  fund. Th e  b ill pas s e d  the S e n a t e  20-0 but 

f a i l e d  i n  the H o u s e .  H a d  t h i s  m o n e y  b e e n  ap p r o p r i a te d ,  it w o u l d  hav e  

b e e n  m a t c h e d  w i t h  $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  in f e d e r a l  m a t c h i n g  funds fro m  the P i t t m a n -  

R o b e r t s o n  F e d e r a l  A i d  to W i l d l i f e  R e s t o r a t i o n  Act.



Th i s  h e a r i n g  is b e i n g  h e l d  to d e t e r m i n e  h o w  the p u b l i c  f eels a bout 

p u r c h a s i n g  this p r i v a t e  land. W e  are a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  in g e t t i n g  the 

p u b l i c  v i e w s  on the R a b b i t  C r e e k  r i f l e r a n ge  b e i n g  part of the re fu g e  as 

w e l l  as c o m m e n t s  o n  o t h e r  u s e s  of the land s u c h  as h un ting, v i e w i n g  and 

i n t e n s i v e  w a t e r f o w l  m a n a g e m e n t .

F o r  d i s c u s s i o n  an d  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  m a n a g e m e n t  p u rposes, the r e f u g e  

w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  b y  p h y s i o g r a p h i c a l l y  s e p a r a b l e  areas w i t h  past, p r e s e n t  

and fut u r e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  and uses m e n ti o n e d .

A r e a  1 exists b e t w e e n  th e  Old and New Se w a r d  H i g h w a y s  f r o m  P o t t e r  

to Rabbit C r e e k  w h o s e  c o u r s e  forms the n o r t h e r n  Bou n d a ry .  T h i s  area 

s t i l l  m a i n t a i n s  its i d e n t i t y  as a n a t u r a l  u n d i s t u r b e d  m a r s h  a n d  c o n tains 

a large v a r i e t y  of w a t e r f o w l  and a q u a t i c  p l a n t  c o m m u n i t ie s .  W a t e r f o w l  

p roduction, h u n t i n g  and v i e w i n g  h a v e  b e e n  the p a s t  h i g h  uses of this 

area. Due to the good a c c e s s  and v i s i b i l i t y  of l a r g e n u m b e r s  of w a t e r f o w l ,  

the use of the a r e a  v/as c h a n g e d  to p r o v i d e  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  

a n d  v i e w i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  W a t e r f o w l  h u n t i n g  wa s  d i s c o n t i n u e d  in 1972. No 

p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  land e x i s t s  in this unit.

A rea 2 e x i s t s  on the w e s t  s i d e  of the N e w  Se w a r d H i g h w a y  from 

Rabbit C r e e k  N o r t h  to the O c e a n  V i e w  S e w e r  o u t f l o w  channel. E x t e n s i v e  

ponds e x i s t  a d j a c e n t  to the inlet sh o r e  w h e r e  a v a r i e t y  of a b un d a n t  

w a t e r f o w l  a n d  a q u a t i c  p la n t  food exist. T h e  Rabbit C r e e k  R i f l e r a n g e  is 

s i t u a t e d  on the s o u t h  end of the unit. For yearsy local r e s i d e n t s  have



for d u c k  h u n ting. S i n c e  the 196 4  e a r t h q u a k e  C a n a d a  g e e s e  have b e g a n  to

n e s t  a n d  f e e d  here.

T h e  R i f l e  r ange and a m a j o r i t y  of the m a r s h  use d  by w a t e r f o w l  and 

h u n t e r s  in this u n i t  e x i s t s  o n  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  t o t a l l i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

307 acres.

If the p u b l i c  w a n t s  to m a i n t a i n  the use of the r i f l e  range, b i r d

w a t c h i n g ,  w a t e r f o w l  use, d u c k  h u n ting, an d  p r e s e r v e  the m a r s h  this land

s h o u l d  b e  p u r c h a s e d  to p r o v i d e  p r o t e c t i o n  for f u t u r e  us e  and m a n a g e m e n t .

A r e a  3 b e g i n s  at the O c e a n  V i e w  s e w e r  o u t f l o w  c h a n n e l  and exte n d s  

nortli to a p o i n t  w h e r e  K latt R o a d  a p p r o a c h e s  and e nds n e a r  the marsh.

T h e  a r e a  is t y p i c a l  n a t u r a l  c o a s t a l  inarsh, e x c e p t  that p la n t  s u c c e s s i o n  

has a d v a n c e  to the p o i n t  w h e r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  w a t e r f o w l  u t i l i z a t i o n  has 

b e e n  e l i m i n a t e d .  L i m i t e d  a c c e s s  points, the g r e at  d i s t a n c e  to p o n d s  and 

the d i f f i c u l t y  of t r a v e r s i n g  the terr a i n  b y  foot lim i t s  pu b l ic  entry.

P a s t  and p r e s e n t  p u b l i c  use has b e e n  p r i m a r i l y  d u c k  hunting. T h e  Le s s er  

C a n a d a  g o o s e  is e s t a b l i s h i n g  i t s e l f  h e r e  as a r e s i d e n t  nester. T h e  

e x t e n s i v e  s e d g e  b o g  that e x i s t s  here lends itself i d e a l l y  to h a b i t a t  

i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o j e c t s  pr o ve d  to i n c r e a s e  w a t e r f o w l  n e s t i n g  and r e p r o d u c ti o n .  

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  226 a c r e s  of p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d m a r s h  l ands exists in this 

unit. If the p u b l i c  w a n t s  to i n c r e a s e  w a t e r f o w l  u t i l i z a t i o n ,  w a t e r f o w l  

r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  h u n t in g ,  v i e w i n g  and p r e s e r v e  the m a r s h  the land s h o u l d  be 

p u r c h a s e d  to p r o vi d e  p r o t e c t i o n  for fu t u r e  use and m a n a g e me n t .

used the rifle range for target shooting and the adjacent tidal marsh



A r e a  4 b e g i n s  at the m a r s h  n a r r o w s  n e a r  the end of K l a t t  R o a d  and 

e x t e n d s  n o r t h  to C a m p b e l l  Creek. E x t e n s i v e  n a t u r a l  and a r t i f i c i a l  ponds 

m i x e d  w i t h  s e d g e  s t a n d s  a nd  o t h e r  a q u a t i c  plant foods e x i s t  h e r e  and 

p r o v i d e s  the g r e a t e s t  v a r i e t y  of s h o r e  b i rd s  a n d  w a t e r f o w l  a p l a c e  to feed, 

rest, a n d  nest. P u b l i c  assess to this p a r t  of the m a r s h  is r e s t r i c t e d  by 

p r i v a t e  p r operty. E v e n  s o  the past and p r e s e n t  p u b l i c  use has b een 

w a t e r f o w l  h u n t i n g  a n d  viewing. A p p r o x i m a t e l y  87 a c r e s  of p r i v a t e l y  

o w n e d  m a r s h  l a n d s  e x i s t s  in this unit. If the p u b l i c  w a n t s  to m a i n t a i n  

the c r i t i c a l  s h a l l o w  p onds a n d m a r s h  w h e r e  the g r e a t e s t  v a r i e t y  of shore 

b i r d s  an d w a t e r f o w l  g at h e r  on the r e f u g e  d u r i n g  s p r i n g  and fal l  m i g r a t i o n s ,  

and w h e r e  the r e f u g e s  se c o nd  h i g h e s t  h u n t i n g  a n d  v i e w i n g  a r e a  exists the 

p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  s h o u l d  b e  purchased.

A r e a  5 b e g i n s  a t  C a m p b e l l  C r e e k  and e x t e n d s  n o r t h  to P o i n t  Campbell. 

T h i s  area, s ha r e d  w i t h  are a  4, c o n t a i n s  the C a m p b e l l  C r e e k  delta w h e r e  

the L e s s e r  C a n a d a  G o o s e  is e s t a b l i s h i n g  itself as a r e s i d e n t  n e s t e r  and 

n u m e r o u s  s h o r e  b ir d s  and w a t e r f o w l  g a t h e r  t h r o u g h o u t  the u n f r o z e n  m o n t h s  

of the year. T h i s  a r e a  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  ponds, s e d g e  and grass communities, 

C a m p b e l l  C r e e k  and the onl y  s andy b e a c h e s  found w i t h i n  the refuge.

L i m i t e d  a c c e s s  h a s  p r e v e n t e d  a p p r e c i a t a b l e  p u b l i c  use; even though, pa s t  

and p r e s e n t  p u b l i c  u s e  has b e e n  w a t e r f o w l  h u n t i n g ,  v i e wing, h i k i n g  and 

sn o m o b i l i n g .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  125 p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  m a r s h  a c r e s  exist in 

this unit. T h i s  p r i v a t e  l a n d  in a d d i t i o n  to the p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  acres 

found the o t h e r  4 a r e a s  make  up a p p r o x i m a t e l y  19% of the m a r s h l a n d  found 

in the refuge. A m a j o r i t y  of these pa r c e l s  a r e  l o c a t e d  at c r i t i c a l



a c c e s s  p o in t s ,  a n d / o r  are p r e s e n t l y  u s e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  b y  s h o r e  b i r d s  and 

w a t e r f o w l  f o r  f e e d i n g  a n d  n es ting; they a r e  als o  u s e d  b y  the p u b l i c  for 

v i e w i n g ,  s c h o o l  field trips, w i l d l i f e  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  r e t r i e v e r  dog training, 

h u n t in g ,  target s h ooting, hiki n g,  b e r r y  picki n g ,  sno w  m a c h i n i n g ,  h or s e  

riding, n o r d i c  skiing, and p e a c e  of mind. If the p u b l i c  w a n t s  to r e t a i n  

t hese uses o r  the o p t i o n  fo r  f u t u r e  us e  the p r i v a t e  lairds s ho u l d  b e  

p u r c h a s e d .
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Introduced: 1/23/75
Referred: Resources and

Finance

BY RADER, B R A D L E Y

N T H E  S E N A T E  C R O F T  A N D  R O D E Y

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 88 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "A n  Act m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t­

me n t  of F i s h  a n d  G a m e  to p u r c h a s e  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n

P o t t e r  P o i n t  S t a t e  Gam e  R e f u g e ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an 

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

E IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALAS K A:

* S e c t i o n  1. T h e  s u m  of $ 7 5 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  fund

o the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  Gam e  f o r  p u r c h a s i n g  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  the

r e a  k n o w n  as the P o t t e r  P oint S t a t e  G a m e  Refu ge .

# Sec. 2. Th i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1975*

_1_ SB 88
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Introduced: 1/28/75
Referred: Resources and

Finance

BY RAD E R ,  B R A D L E Y

N T H E  S E N A T E  C R O F T  AND R O D E Y

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 88 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

or a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Ac t  m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to th e  D e p a r t­

me n t  of F i s h  an d  G a m e  to p u r c h a s e  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n

P o t t e r  P oint S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u ge ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  fo r  an 

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

E IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. T h e s u m  o f  $ 7 5 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  fund

o t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  G a m e  fo r  p u r c h a s i n g  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  the 

rea k n o w n  as t h e  P o t t e r  Point S t a t e  G a m e  Refuge.

* Sec. 2. T h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1975.
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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 28 / 7 5
R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s  and

F i n a n c e

BY RADER, BRADLEY
N T H E  S E N A T E  CROFT A N D  RODEY

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 88 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

or a n  Ac t  e n t i t l e d :  "An Act m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t­

m e n t  of F i s h  and G a m e  to p u r c h a s e  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n

P o t t e r  P o i n t  S t a t e  Game R e f u g e ;  an d  p r o v i d i n g  fo r  an 

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

E IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. T h e  s u m  of $ 7 5 ) 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  fund

o th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  fo r  p u r c h a s i n g  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  the 

r e a  k n o w n  as the P o t t e r  P o i n t S t a t e  Game Refu g e .

* Sec. 2. T h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1975«

-1- SB 88
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Introduced: 1/28/75
Referred: Resources and

Finance

o r  an Act e n titled:

BY RADER, B R A D L E Y
N T H E  S E N A T E  C R O F T  A N D  R O D E Y

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 88 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B IL L

"An Ac t  m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to th e  D e p a r t­

men t  of  F i s h  and  Gam e  to p u r c h a s e  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n

P o t t e r  P oint S t a t e  Ga m e  R e fu g e ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an 

e f f e c t i v e  da t e . "

E IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. The s u m  of $ 7 5 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  f un d

o the D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  Game for p u r c h a s i n g  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  the 

r e a  k n o w n  as the P o t t e r  P oint S t a t e  G a m e  Refu g e .

* Sec. 2. T h i s  Act t akes e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1975.

-1- SB 88
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Introduced: 1/28/75
Referred: Resources and

Finance

or a n  A c t  e n titled:

BY R A D E R ,  B R A D L E Y

N T H E  S E N A T E  C R O F T  A N D  R O D E Y

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 88 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

"An Act m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t­

me n t  of F i s h  a n d  G a m e  to p u r c h a s e  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n

P o t t e r  Point S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for ar. 

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

E I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. The s u m  o f  $ 7 5 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  fund

o t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  Game f o r  p u r c h a s i n g  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  the 

rea k n o w n  as C h e  P o t t e r  P o i n t  S t a t e  Game Refu g e .

* Sec. 2. T h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, I975-

- 1 - SB 88
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R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s  an d
F i n a n c e

Introduced: 1/28/75

N THE SENATE

BY RADER, B R A D L E Y  
C R O F T  A N D  R O D E Y

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 88 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THEj S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

or a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t­

me n t  of F i s h  a n d  G am e  to p u r c h a s e  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n

P o t t e r  P o i n t  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an 

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "  

fcE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. The s u m  o f  $ 7 5 > 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  fund

o t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  G am e  fo r  p u r c h a s i n g  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  the 

irea k n o w n  as t h e  P o t t e r  P o i n t  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e .

# Sec. 2. T h i s  Act  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1975.

-1- SB 88
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Introduced: 1/28/75
Referred: Resources and

Finance

BY RADER, B R A D L E Y

N T H E  S E N A T E  C R O F T  A N D  R O D E Y

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 88 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

o r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t­

me n t  of  F i s h  a n d  Gam e  to p u r c h a s e  r ea l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n

P o t t e r  P o i n t  S t a t e  G ame R e f u g e ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an 

e f f e c t i v e  dat e . "

E IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A :

# S e c t i o n  1. T h e  s u m  of $ 7 5 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  fund

o th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n a  G a m e  for p u r c h a s i n g  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  the 

r e a  k n o w n  as the P o t t e r  P o i n t  S t a t e  G a m e  Refuge.

* Sec. 2. T h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1975•

-1- SB 88
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Introduced: 1/28/75
Referred: Resources and

Finance

BY RADER, B R A D L E Y

N T H E  S E N A T E  C R O F T  A N D  R O D E Y

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 88 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

o r  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t­

m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  G a m e  to p u r c h a s e  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n

P o t t e r  P o in t  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e ;  and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an 

e f f e c t i v e  d a te . "

E IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. The s u m  o f  $ 7 5 ) 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  fund

o t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  G a m e  f o r  p u r c h a s i n g  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  the 

r e a  k n o w n  as t h e  P o t t e r  P o i n t S t a t e  G a m e  Refuge.

* Sec. 2. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1975.

-1- SB 88
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Introduced: 1/28/75
Referred: Resources and

Finance

BY RA D E R ,  B R A D L E Y

; n  t h e  s e n a t e  c r o f t  a n d  r o d e y

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 88 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

^or an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the  D e p a r t­

me n t  of  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  to p u r c h a s e  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n

P o t t e r  P o i n t  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an 

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "  

iE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. T h e  s u m  of $ 7 5 > 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f rom the g e n e r a l  fund

,o the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  and  Gam e  for p u r c h a s i n g  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  the 

irea k n o w n  as the P o t t e r  Point S t a t e  Gam e  Refuge.

# Sec. 2. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1975•

-1- SB 88
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Introduced: 1/28/75
Referred: Resources and

Finance

BY RA C E R ,  B R A D L E Y  

T H E  S E N A T E  C R O F T  A N D  R O D E Y

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 88

IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

or an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t­

me n t  of  F i s h  a n d  Gam e  to p u r c h a s e  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  

P o t t e r  P o i n t  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e ; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an 

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

# S e c t i o n  1. The s u m  of $ 7 5 > O C O  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  fr o m  the g e n e r a l  fun d  

the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  f o r  p u r c h a s i n g  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  the 

a k n o w n  as the P o t t e r  P o i n t  S t a t e  Gam e  Refuge.

# Sec. 2. T h i s  Act  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1975*

- 1 - SB 88
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C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

" A n  A c t  m a k i n g  a  s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to t h e  department of
F j L s t t  a n d  G a m e  t o  p u r c h a s e  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  u i t h l n  P o t t e r  P o i n t
State G a m e  R e f u g e :  and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . ’'

* •

3/20/75 H O U S E

H r .  S p e a k e r : Da t e
i ! i

'

The  Comm i t t e e  on Finance has  had SR 88

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  A M a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  me mb e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e

( ) r e c o m m e n d s  i t  DO PASS

( ) r e c o mme n d s  i t  DO NOT PASS

( ) r e c o mme n d s  i t  DO PASS WI TH ATTACHED AMENDMENT (S)

( ) r e c o mme n d s  i t  BE REPLACED W I T H i CS  FOR AND THAT/\
CS FOR DO PASS

( ) " a n d "  r e c o mme n d s  i t  BE REFERRED TO THE 

COMM I TTEE

( ) r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION 

( ) " o t h e r "

Memb e r s  s i g n i n g  t h e  M a j o r  i t y r e p o r t :

_________________ .___ h  ■

i ■ r x \ i
//

Me mb e r s  NOT c o n c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  M a j o r i t y  r e p o r t :

________________________________________________r e c ommend  s :

________________________________________________ r e c o m m e n d s :

____________________________________________  r e c o m m e n d s :

r e c ommend  s :

r er. omme nd s :
/ JX / f j i

/  /

Cha i rman



T H I S  D O C U M E N T  

H A S  B E E N  R E P E I O T O G R A P E I E D  

T O  A S S U R E  L E G I B I L I T Y

' ■; ~ V ' •



M r . S p e a k e r :  D a t e

The  C o m m i t t e e  on  Finance ha s  had  SB th­

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  A M a j o r i t  y o f  t h e  me mb e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

( ) r e c o mme n d s  i t  DO PASS

( ) r e c o mme n d s  i t  DO NOT PASS

( ) r e c o mme n d s  i t  DO PASS WI TH ATTACHED AMENDMENT(S)

( ) r e c o mme n d s  i t  BE REPLACED W I TH ;  CS FOR _____________________________  AND THAT

CS F O R _________________________________________DO PASS

( ) " a n d "  r e c o mme n d s  i t  BE REFERRED TO THE ___________________________________________________

COMM I TTEE

( ) r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION 

( ) " o t h e r "

Me mb e r s  s i g n i n g  t h e  M a j o r i t y  r e p o r t :

   ■  _________________________________________

/
Me mb e r s  NOT c o n c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  M a j o r i t y  r e p o r t  :

________________________________________________ r e c o m m e n d s :

________________________________________________ r e c o m m e n d s :

________________________________________________r e c ommend  s :

_____________________________________________________ r e c o m m e n d s  :

r ec. o m m e n d  s :

"An Act m a k i n g  a special ap p ro p r i a t i o n  to the Department of 
Fd sW  arid Game, to p urchase real p roperty within Potter Point 
State Game Refuge; and p ro vi di ng  for an effective, d a t e . 1

C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T
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Original sponsor; Rader, Bradley,
Croft and Rodey

Offered: 3/20/75
Referred: Finance

I N  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 88 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  an  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  for the p u r c h a s e

of  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  P o t t e r  P o i nt  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e ;

a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

# S e c t i o n  1. T h e  s u m  o f  $ 7 5 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  fund and

t h e  s u m  of $ 2 2 5 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  a n t i c i p a t e d  f e d e r a l  r e c e i p t s  to the 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  an d  G a m e  for the p u r p o s e  of p u r c h a s i n g  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  withiifi 

t h e  a r e a  k n o w n  as the P o t t e r  P o i n t  S t a t e  G a m e  Refu g e .  If f e d e r a l  r e c e i p t s  

ar e  no t  a v a i l a b l e  for a p p r o p r i a t i o n  u n d e r  this s e c tion, by J une 30, 1976, the 

a p p r o p r i a t i o n  of $ 7 5 , 0 0 0  l a p s e s  on that date.

* Sec. 2. T h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1975*
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Introduced: 1/28/75
Referred: Resources and

Finance

BY RAD E R , B R A D L E Y

N T H E  S E N A T E  C R O F T  A N D  R O D E Y

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 88 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

or a n  Ac t  e n t i t l e d :  "An Ac t  m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t­

me n t  of F i s h  a n d  G a m e  to p u r c h a s e  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n

P o t t e r  P o i n t  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e ;  an d  p r o v i d i n g  for an 

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

E IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALAS K A :

M S e c t i o n  1. The s u m  of $ 7 5 j000 is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  fund

o the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  fo r  p u r c h a s i n g  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  the 

rea k n o w n  as the P o t t e r  P o i n t  S t a t e  G a m e  Refu g e .

* Sec. 2. T h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1975.
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