
<TARGET><BILL>HCR 23</BILL><SUBJECT>HCR 
23</SUBJECT><COMM>SRES30</COMM></TARGET> 



DA TE: 4/14/18 

SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT 

FURTHER:~ 

DATE TURNED 
IN TO OFFICE: t.i l ' t. , , o · 

Resources Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 23(RES) 

HCR 23 PROTECT WILDLIFE FROM FOREIGN PATHOGENS 

Supporting enhanced efforts to protect wildlife and domestic animals in the state from infectious diseases, 
foreign pathogens, qnd nonendemic parasites. 

and recommends: 

[ ] be replaced with SCS _______ (._ ___ _,) [ J Same Title [ J Technical Title Change 

[ ] New Title/SCR No. __ _ 

[ ] adopt previous SCS ______ _ <~----> [ ] Same Title [ ] Technical Title Change 

[ ] New Title/SCR No. __ _ 

' [ ] attached amendment(s) 

[ ] adopt __________ Letter of Intent 

[ ] further referral to Committee 

Dept Abbr. 

ADM LWF 
CED LAW 
COR LEG 
EED MVA 
DEC DNR 
DFG DPS 
GOV REV 
DHS DOT 
AJS UA 

] APPROPRIATION - no fiscal note 

CHAIR" Ctcfxl 



Fiscal Note 
State of Alaska 

2018 Legislative Session 

Identifier: HCR23-LEG-SESS-03-16-18 

Title: PROTECT WILDLIFE FROM FOREIGN 

PATHOGENS 

Sponsor: JOSEPHSON 

Requester: HOUSE RESOURCES 

Expenditures/Revenues 
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below. 

Included in 
FY2019 Governor's 

Bill Version: 

Fiscal Note Number: 

(H) Publish Date: 

Department: 

Appropriation: 

Allocation: 

0MB Component Number: 0 

CSHCR 23(RES) 

3/29/2018 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

Appropriation FY2019 Out-Year Cost Estimates 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants & Benefits 
Miscellaneous 
Total Operating 

Fund Source (Operating Only) 

Positions 

I '"11-Ume 
Part-time 
Temporary 

Change in Revenues 

I None 
Total 

Requested Request 
FY 2019 FY 2019 

0.0 0.0 

o.o I - o.o I 

o.o I o.o I 

FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

o.o I o.o I o.o I o.o I o.o I 

o.o I o.o I o.o I o.o I 

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY2018) cost: 0.0 (separate supplemental appropriation required) 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section) 

Estimated CAPITAL (FY2019) cost: 0.0 (separate capital appropriation required) 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section) 

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS 
Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in , regulation changes adopted by your agency? 
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed? 

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version/comments: 
I INITIAL VERSION . ONE PAGE, ZERO NOTE. 

Prepared By: SANTE LESH, ADMIN OPERATIONS MGR Phone: 

Division: 
_L_E_G-IS_L_A_T-IV_E_A_F_FA_I_R_S_A_G_E_N_C_Y _________________ Date: 

Approved By: JESSICA GEARY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Date: 

Agency: LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

Printed 3/29/2018 Page 1 of 1 

(907)465-6626 
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ALASKA FARM BUREAU, INC. 

Bryce Wrigley, President 
bjwrigley@gmail.com 

April 13. 2018 

Senator Cathy Giessel, Chair 
Senate Resources Committee 
State Capitol Room 427 
Junea u. AK 99801 

Dear Senator Giessel: 

Amy Seitz. Executive Director 
amy.seitz@gmail.com 

The Alaska Farm Bureau agrees\\ i1h the: idea in CS! ICR 23 ol' enc.:ourag ing agencies to 
proted wildlife and domestic animals and we appreciate the amendments made in House 
Resources. It is important with this resolution to note if the intent is to encourage 
agencies to gather information and make science-based management decisions with 
necessary and prudem measures put in place, or is it to enc.:ourage enhanced efforts to 
take ac tions to prevent the spread of diseases and pathogens. 

There can be significant differences between the two possible intcnrs. With the current 
Movi issue, tJ1ese agencies are taking necessary and prudent steps to gather Alaska 
spec ific information in order to rake appropriate actions to minimize the risk of disease 
outbreaks. Enhancing efforts and tak ing actio ns lo prevent spread of disease and 
pathogens can be a more extreme approach. Had actions been taken to ··prevent" the 

spread of Mo i from domest ics tu wildlife befo re conducting the current study we're 
doing. we probably wouldn't have learned that Movi is already in the wild populations. 
It has been detected in the Brooks Range where it is most likel y not due to contact with a 
domestic sheep or goal. 

While thi s reso luti on may seem harmless. and it is good for the legislature to encourage 
agencies to do their job, we·rc concerned that it' s being. used to push a very extreme and 
costly agenda: mandatory testing. Movi test ing for imports. having an "Movi Free" 
Alaska. To go '·Movi free'' will be extremely costly to Alaska and our producers. There 
arc very few diseases that have been eradicated: a disease recently declared eradicated 
(rinclerpest) took a world wide effort multiple decades to accompl ish. This was a very 
lrnrmful disease to nrnltiple species. Movi is an incompletely understood bacteria, we 
need to understand it better bdor-.· trying to go ··Movi free··. 

Another part to carefully consider in HCR 23 is the whereas referencing the ·'catastrophic 
die-offs'· in North America due to diseases. While Movi played a role in the Bighorn 
sheep die-offs. there were several factors involved including. drast ic Joss of habitat due to 
urban expansion. a lso a IO year drought thm further reduced access to !"noel. It is true that 
diseases and pathogens can result in costly and problematic die-offs in both domestic and 
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wild populations. but use of "cata trophic die-offs'' is an attempt to get a fear based 
deci sion made. 

2 

Before Senators offer their support for thi s seemi ngly ham1less resolution. we urge you to 
really consider what the intent shou ld be. T h - Alaska Farm Bureau does support 
protecting our wi ld and domestic animal s , ... ilh appropriate sleps that are justified with 
!acts and science. We do not support taking extreme ac1 ions to try and reach zero risk of 
spreading pathogens; zero risk is unattainable . 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this matter. 

Respecli.ully, 

' . _,.__,......---.. 
. .- V J 

Amy Seit£ Executive Director 
Alaska Farm Bureau, Inc 

37075 Nicholas View Lane Soldotna, AK 99669 Telephone: 907-252-5064 


