
<TARGET><BILL>HB 176</BILL><SUBJECT>HB 
176</SUBJECT><COMM>HHSS30</COMM></TARGET> 



Session 
State Capitol, Rm. 416 

Juneau, AK 99801 
(907) 465-4942 

Fax: (907) 465-4589 

Interim 
P.O. Box886 

301 Willow Street 
Bethel, AK 99559 

(907) 543-5898 
Fax: (907) 543-5892 

Rep.Zach.Fansler@akleg.gov 

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 
House Community & Regional 

REPRESENTATIVE ZACH FANSLER 
DISTRICT 38 
Sponsor Statement 

Affairs Committee 
Co-Chair 

Education 

Fisheries 

Joint Armed Services 

Judiciary 
Vice-Chair 

House Bill 176 Emergency Medical Transportation Services 

"An Act relating to medical assistance reimbursement for emergency medical transportation services; and 
providing for an effective date." 

Emergency Medical Transportation Services (EMTS) relates to the emergency transportation of patients. For 
what is traditionally considered an ambulance ride, EMTS reflects Alaska' s unique geographical challenges to 
include air, water, and other approved medical transport services. As it currently stands, Alaska's emergency 
medical service providers incur additional uncompensated costs when providing services to Medicaid 
beneficiaries, by as much as sixty percent. 

Reimbursement for ground emergency medical transportation services occurs when the providers submit a 
billing to the department (specifically to the Medicaid fiscal agent Conduent) for eligible services provided; the 
department reimburses the provider using the established Medicaid methodology and rate; the department 
submits documentation supporting the payment of the federal financial participation (FFP) to Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS); and once it is approved, the department receives reimbursement for 
the FFP from CMS that amounts to the appropriate federal assistance percentage (FMAP). 

By enacting this legislation along with an amendment to the state Medicaid plan, public EMS providers are 
eligible to access enhanced federal funding for emergency medical transportation of Medicaid patients. The use 
of transfers is clearly authorized in federal statute and is both legal and useful. Further, CMS provides 
reimbursement for the administrative costs associated with administrating EMTS by as much as twenty percent. 

Anchorage, Juneau, Kenai, and Ketchikan, combined serve approximately forty-eight percent of the state's 
population. In 2015 (for Kenai) and 2016 for the others, these departments provided 7,035 transports to 
Medicaid patients, without EMTS, the departments received just $2.1 million in reimbursements; a total 
collective under-compensation of roughly $3 .9 million. Were they EMTS eligible, they could have collected a 
total of $6 million. 

HB 176 would allow EMS providers around the state to collect underfunded costs from the effective date, 
providing a financial boon to those organizations and communities. Even smaller communities such as Bethel 
can see over a quarter of a million dollars in EMTS reimbursements per year. 

As you can see from the attached bill packet, there is widespread support for HB 176 throughout the state to 
help our local communities receive payments to actively cover the services they provide. 



Introduced by: William Howell III, Fire Chief 
Date: April 5, 2017 

Action: 
Vote: 

Public Safety and Transportation Commission 

Resolution# 17-01 

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION TO FACILITATE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF AN ALASKA GROUND EMERGENCY MEDICAL 

TRANSPORT SUPPLEMENTAL REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM IN ALASKA 

WHEREAS, the City of Bethel provides emergency medical services to residents and 
visitors to Bethel; 

WHEREAS, the City of Bethel only receives partial reimbursement for the cost of 
providing emergency medical services to Medicaid beneficiaries; 

WHEREAS, Federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services provide supplementary 
reimbursement of uncompensated costs incurred by emergency medical 
service providers in the treatment and transportation of Medicaid 
beneficiaries in states participating in the Ground Emergency Medical 
Transportation program; 

WHEREAS, Federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services provide reimbursement 
for the administrative costs associated with administration of the Ground 
Emergency Medical Transportation program; 

WHEREAS, the Ground Emergency Medical Transportation program is not part of any 
Medicaid expansion effort and is not associated with the Affordable Care Act; 

WHEREAS, passing State House Bill 176 supporting the Ground Emergency Medical 
Transportation program is a first step toward the City of Bethel being able to 
recover the uncompensated costs; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Bethel City Council supports State of 
Alaska House Bill 176 facilitating implementation of the Ground Emergency 
Medical Transportation program i~ska. 

ENACTED APRIL 5, 2017 BY A VOTE OF __ IN FAVOR AND _Q_ OPPOSED. 

TZL 11 f, §2uu 
ATTEST: Ck 
Christina Him, Recorder 
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Fair~anks North Star J?_orough EmergencyO_pe_ral_ion_s ---
( 1107) 1">9 1-181 nx IW 11 fl) 

MEMORANOUM 

rite Fairbanks Nmth St.1r Borough i\sscmhly 

K,irl K,.-scl. llurough Mai,~ \V\(.... . 

Di,~id (iihhs, Emcrgcnl'Y Opcm11011s Director (?'! 

March 2J, 2017 

Resolution 2017 08 
. I RESOUIT/ON IN Sl'/1/IORT OF /,HG/SL. ff/ON TO FAC/UT, I TE 
1,1/l'LEMENT,,I TION OF. IN Al. fS/(.-1 (i/lOUND J::MER<iENCJ' .l-11::DICAL 
TRANSPORT ((iEMT) Slf/>PlEMENT. IL RJ::IM/JURSEMENT PROGRAM 

Emcr-e1ency tvleJical Service (EMS) pmvidcrs 1hroughou1 .-\laska arc seeking for their t:ommunitics 
to he able to panicipatc in a supplemental <iroun<.I Emergency Medical Transportation (<,EMT) 
program. This \•oluntary Certified Public Expenditure (CPE) based program prm,idc:s supplemental 
funding to public :1gencies that provide (il:MT services to Mcdic:1iJ ~ncficiarics. EMS providers. 
working with the Alaska Fire Chiefs Association, arc seeking h.:gisl.ttion to implement the <iEMT 
Progmm in Alaska. 

(ii \MT is not rdalcd to f\le<licaiJ expansion and is not pa11 of the Alford.ihle Care Act. ( ihMT can 
t·ovcr up to twenty percent of a pro\'idcr•s cost for administr;1tivc foes. fhis legislation would not 
add burden lo the local taxpayer. 

·r he Fairbanks \Jortl1 St~,r Borough provides non areawide emergency 111cJ1cal scrvkcs HinJcd 
through a comhmalion of service Ices and a tax levy. l'hc cost of pro\-iding the scrvkc is split 
l'Venly between these two revenue :-our ... ·cs. When a Mcdicaid-cligihlc paucnl is transported to the 
ho,;pital, only a fral·tmn uf the cost is n:imhursed hy Medicaid. 1 he CitMT Supplementary 
Rcimhurscmcnt Progr.un h a way lo r1.•covcr some of lhc uncumpensalcd costs ahovc \\·hat 
i'vll'llic~1id c11\ crs. 

I he I· SB dtarcc-. °' I ,000 pt•r amhulancc tmnspoit, plm, mileage chargt.·s. hmH~vcr, the ;1vcmgc 
Medicaid rcunhup;cmcnt is only '\.,15'i per patient. During ( ·y 20 I (1. approxim.ucly thirty percent of 
the palicnts 1r,mspoi1cd hy horouuh l·MS providers \~l·rc l\,,lcdicaid hcnclkiarics; .iccruiny more than 
"i-1,0,000 in rnwompcnsatl•d l'ns1s. nw~c m1t·ompl'11satcd costs could he rccovcr.tble under the 
( ii ~M r progr.1111. 
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l111pkmcnt.1tion of lhc (il :M I pmgram im·ol\cs .uncn<ling the Ala:;ka l\,lcdil-aid \;late [>lan 1 10 

indudc CiFMT rl'imhuP,l'lll<.'llt. I lospi1.1ls an<l other hc.ihh l'.trc fill·ilitics have hccn an'l!S-.ing 
supph;mcntal rcimhurscmcnls Jj_,r years and ten 01hcr s1at1..·s arc successfully utili;,mg or have 
pending legislation to par1kipa1c 111 the (iEMT program for .unhulam.:c lransporlation. 

I rcspci.:tfully urge you In support legislation to facililah! impkmcn1atio11 of an ,\l.1ska < ii Mr 
Supjllcmcn1al Rcimhlll'Sl'lllc1u Prngram. 

' http //◄ ih;s.,1 ! ,1 ~k,1 gov/C.omn11,:;ioner/P,1c,, ~/Mcdi(i)idSti'ltl' l'l,m/default a ,pi< 
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' ➔ 
By: 
Introduced: 

1 FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH 

" 7 RESOLUTION NO. 2017 - 08 
8 

l<arl Kassel, Mayor 
March 23, 2017 

lJ A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION TO FACILITATE 
to IMPLEMENTATION OF AN ALASKA GROUND EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
11 TRANSPORT (GEMT) SUPPLEMENTAL REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM 
I:! 

I.'\ WHEREAS, The Fairbanks North Star Borough provides emergency medical 

I ➔ services to citizens and visitors in Interior Alaska; and 

15 

Ill WHEREAS, The Fairbanks North Star Borough receives partial reimbursement 

17 for the cost of providing emergency medical services to Medicaid beneficiaries: and 

18 

I IJ WHEREAS, The Fairbanks North Star Borough emergency medical service 

.!O system incurs additional uncompensated costs when providing services to Medicaid 

21 beneficiaries; and 

23 WHEREAS, Federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services provide 

.24 supplementary reimbursement of uncompensated costs incurred by emergency medical 

~5 service providers in the treatment and transportation of Medicaid beneficiaries in states 

~<> participating in the Ground Emergency Medical Transportation program; and 

27 

28 WHEREAS. Federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services provide 

.:?'> reimbursement for the administrative costs associated with administration of the Ground 

iO Emergency Medical Transportation program; and 

1'MENl)MENTS ARE SHOWN IN l E GISlA TIVr FORMAT 
rext to be ac/c/oois 1,n<ln lined 

Texl to be do/eledis (BRACKE~io. CAPITALIZC::D) 

Fairbanks North Star Borough, Alaska 
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l~ WHEREAS, fhe Ground Emergency Medical fransportation program is not part 

11 of any Medicaid expansion effort and is not associated with the Affordable Care Act; 

.14 and 

.15 

16 WHEREAS. Enacting Ground Emergency Medical Transportation legislation is 

17 thA first step in fadlitating implementation of the Ground Emergency Medical 

18 Transportation program in Alaska. 

10 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Assembly of the 

41 Fairbanks North Star Borough supports legislation facilitating implementation of the 

4.~ Ground Emergency Medical Transportation program to Alaska . 

-0 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS DAY OF __ • I 2017. 

51 ATTEST: 

------- --- - - - · 
Nanci Ashford•Bingham, MMC 
Borough Clerk 

Kathryn Dodge 
Presiding Officer 

APPROVED: 

Jill S. Dolan 
Borough Attorney 

AMfNDME..NT S AR!l SI IOW'-1 IN Ll:GISLA JIVE I ORMA r 
Text to be added is underlinnd 

Text lo be deleted i:; (BRACKETED. CAPI rAUlEDI 

F:iirbnnks North Star Borough. Alaska 
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Missouri Valley Division 

• COLORADO • IOWA • KAt~SAS • MISSOURI • NEBA,,SKA • MOATtl DAKOTl\ • SOUTH OAKOT,\ • \'VYOMING • 

GEMT 101 
by C11iof John Paul Jonoa, ProGido11t. Mic!louri Volloy Divi:iion 

There aro ntutco •11ithin tho 
M i:;:;ouri V<1Uey □ividon that u1-c 
llui~clinn u 1..oaLl1on of :.tukehuklcrs 

w.thin U-lCh ,n!Jividuol Gtat.B to i:mppor·t 
:;tut.c specific le9i::ilot1on which permits 
public ugcncieG pr•olliding crncrge11Cy 
medical :,urvicc3 (E'MS) tha ubility to 
receive :.,Jpplomcntill rcimburacmcnt 
for valuab,e ::;orvitcs currently bcino per­
formed. 

Thio nformation ,s ba1n!J provided to 
1:;3r.;t oumini:ltrotora of public ogcncico 
w1th1n :.t.:ito!3 Ulat aro in the Miosoun 
\Jolley lJivision of tho IAFC th.it proviclo 
,imc,·gency medic.ii tr.tnsport, pro­
'.it.lbdizotton, or prcp.irotion for truna­
porc. This document o~o rcprl?!lcnta 
boaic information for :.tal<oholdcr groupo 
lor di:;cu:;G10n w,th local offrcials. 

GROUND EMERGENCY MECICAL 
TRANSPORT SUPPLEMENTAL 
REIMBURSEMENT (GEMT) 

liEMT le Ji!lt,1tion would ollow public 
il!JCl'll'iea whn c1ra obligutcd by l:lw to 
provide ~MS 10 , occivo oupplcmontal 
r eimbur ... umcnt from the fodcral 
I 1rJ•1omme11t for v:.1luabla serviceo i.:ur• 
, cnr ly ll< n11J performed but not poid for. 
• Thia i, ,itrativo i!i f\OT part of any 

Moclicu1d uxpan:1ion effort 
• TI , o initintive is viewed JB relief for 

ruhl:c 1mt•fa:s thut prov'de fc.r I.MS 
li •: 1111-port 

iLMT ; htUT u;1, .1ciaL1.:d w th t.ht? 

Ai fu·dalJl11 Care /\ct 
!he redcral Govul'nrncnt 1:1 ,·1?qu,·cd 

, o provide as:;i5t,mc:c in the form of 
Moclicu d r oimburr-cmont for q mlifiod 
11 1d1v1duuls th<1t meet cc, tain crircria. 
' JCh .~rnte Lhat ufopt5 a r ,· nnburnn• 
rnnnt 1>rn!]r Jn, 113 ·c11t1tlcd" r.o r :r. iv11 
fodcrul runcls to mmr.t that ;;t;ato with 
pr ovi!Jing Lili; h,~all.hc.JHl covormp. 

£1CMT 11 not new, cunently. 
Woohington, rAUomia, Tnxas, Indiana. 
North Curolinu, Massochusctrs, und 
Louirnana IY'..e 501Tle fonn of these pro­
oranl:i to draw doirm Fcderill dolloro to 
help oHr.et tho coot of providu'I) ground 
emergency medical ~noport acrviccs. 

THE GROUND EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
TRANSPORT SUPPLEMENTAL 
REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM: 
• lJrilWO tlown fodorul Jolbr.3 LO help 

offoot tho cost of providing cmo • 
ucncy ambulJnco and tramiport for 
quo ifying McdlC:.lid pcJticnt:i 

• Two primary rnechon:s,m for drawing 
down rnonoy are CPE's and IGro 
Tho gcvcmmcntal agency thot opcr­

ntco the Ef'vlS nerv cos ore a lowed to 
participato in the recovery of ccsto asso­
C'iotcd with prDVlding medical %lervicoo 
wh ch includes trilnoportot on of 
Mcd.coid hencfici.11-ics when the ntiltc 
Mr.d,cold progr;im doc:i not cover tho 
run cimt of the !::ervica. The 1.wo most 
common ways that t.hio occuril m·o 
through Certified Public b pcnditurc 
'CPE· ilnd lntor-Govcmmcnt.:il Trarofcn:; 
IGT" 
• CPE'!l :Jro Certified Public 

b panditurrs hr U!;O in Ff!e for 
Service• (FFS}. Co31i-!;horing 11rogrnm 
;.ippro~imotoly 50; !'50 :;plit of the 
11nr.omr11m:mtcd c.o:.t if thr. ·wr•11cc 
An cut tloment pro gr um rh Jt i!; 
mundatory ( ,s not ;ul.Jju,t Lo k derul 
1ppropnal.ionsi 

• IGT G .ire Inter Govm nmonti.11 
Trannfcra. l~OOt !'lharin!J lll'Ogr::im 
:1ppro~1mat.r.ly tm; !iO ;µht uf tho 
t r.till t oot of tho :c,v,ce. An 1]nhtJe­
mcnt proorum th 1t i:l mundntnry (1:; 
nut cuhjcct to JcdcrJI upprop1iJtom;) 
Thero .Jm m'.lllY pro!]iams \·nihin 
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i,tatc:l that u 10 1J1r-.50 rncthod5 to drow 
,town federal money for the r.amo ol>ioc 
tivo us GEMt Tho mo:;t common ure 
public health proorams and ochoolG. 

GEMT as applied." 
Etamph.1. Lt?t'u s.iy you havo an annu• 

ul volume of 9.000 tot.JI ombubnco 
trun:;por~ per yc<Jr by your qovornmon­
tal rMS entity or Fire Department. With 
a qu,llifying Mcdicoid pcrccncogo of 20 
percent. that would I.Ju 1,800 qu!:llifyiny 
tr;:mopom annu.1lly. 

If the re"mllur!lemont r-Jte i3 $180, 
and tho calculated co!.t of Gorvicea i:. 
$ 1,180, wo subtract the $180 rrom the 

(continuad on page 2) 

ip r ......... 
~ 

lov,o Profc59ionaf Firo Chiefs Confcronco 
Ot.tobcr 13-15 - Aml!S, IA 

Nabraako Stote Fire Chiefs Conference 
October 15•17 - Ncbrll'"..lca City. NE 

Colori!do Firo Li!odcrship Chollange 
October 21·23 - Koyiitona, CO 

KontlllS S:ota ~c:lltion of F'n Chiefs 
Conference 

Octohor 23•25 - lo\"ll'Cnco, KS 

S1111th D.1kotu Firo Chiola Conforonca 
Oocumbor 4·6 - Abordaen, SD 

Mi::soori ~oc:iation of f"iro Chlofs 
Conforonco 

Fabruary 25-26 - Dig Ccdor Lod!JO 

North Dnkoto Firo Chiefs Confcrcnco -
February 16 



FIRE~LIM£< 

rviissottri Valley Division News 
hy Chiof Jerry Rhodon, lnton111t1on.il Oiractor 

T:,oro i•, a lot gai" g m ll our 
[)ivi::ion We ara cxpc1 •enc ng a 
ntc VJikllire ocuoon alter m.1ny of 

lr.3 h,lVtl imr,t l'C50UI CC;!3 0 the J\IC!lt 

cmnt must of tha s111nmcr l<ccp your 
11croonnol vio~ont und :;afa. we have hnd 
a lot at iniurien und LUUU ralutnd t.o 1h10 
w1h.lfiro oc·,1Gon. 

Calonido und Wachington State havo 
hccn getting il lot uf quu-:;tions 1hout 
murijuana and cmcrtJcncy rr.mpnndcr.i. 
! lore c1ro a couplo ,,t t.hought::.. f!10 Tl :c 
cvcl in tod:iy':; m:11iju:ma ,.ind r.ar.atlci; n 
, nuch h1gl'lor thon !.i:mih1r products ,n Lhe 
'10a. A I:ttlo QOCG B l.1ng waY3. It rr iJy IJO 

1ngol in Colorudo ond Washlnoton, but if 
your cmp!avment tontract &1yo no Tl IC 
in your i;ystcm, no mcan!l 1\ 01 If you 
rccpond to .in ir1cidcmt with heavy rnori­
uana mnoke in tho cnv:ronmcnt. t.locu­
I1 cot It iko another uxpo;;ure. 

GEMT 10 l f r.ontinucd from pago 1 J 

$ 1,160 which lmivca an uncornpcnoatod 
coat of $1000 which i:1 tho amount that 
tho prt;vlc:Jcr co:.t ahorcJ at 50/ 50 vi.:h 
the Fcd!l. Next, we multiply the $500 by 
tho •JfJOO quolil'y ng patient transpurto 
.ind we would he el:gib:a to receive 
.5900,000 in now rovonuo. Thi!J is 
nELIEFI 

CPl:/IGT nll-inciusive coGt!. con 
ronoo from $1,000 • $2,000 per tran:i-
1mrt. l nrlcr federal gu1do!:nc::: tho r:o:.t 
d 11rov:d1n1J tho t.ranr.por t inclurJoo all 
1 ho a:.::ocintcd co:ir.::: w;th pnr.:irtr.g the 
~crvice. rh,s 1nr.1udr.s both d1ror.c and 
1rul1ro,:t co::it:i. As a r11s11lt, tho uc.'tual 
c. rrJt vr tr,1n::;por-t c.:in be 1.19r,1ficantly 
hNJhor• 1 hon tho ro.mburs.iblo rnte. 

Thoso omo11111.:. .;.in be mljuotcd t.o 
yuur :.it:tuol niu11'1bers to yi•,e a more 
I·ca ::.t .c ro1>rr.muntut1tm of tho monoy 
J'JU woultl r-e;ceive 
• rvury utate purtidp:.itmi in t:rF. or 

H;T !ll'O!)l'UffiG 

• n,e programr. hmie existed for more 
Umn 3Oycor~ 
A3 :lt:1t.od, llVC"'J ~t~1t.c 11.irt:::ip:,tcG Ul 

thr.so t.ypc:5 of pronrnm,;. Mo:.t of thc:;c 
pro,11•;u1m h;ive nocn running for moro 
I h 1n :10 ',1~il1'3. 

lho Mr;oouri Val!cy Divl:;iun hoo l'XflC• 

1iencoc:J rnoro .ic;tivo .,;hootcro/ iJCtivo 
tJirrmts ir cic:Jenl::. than 1J10 llthcr divi­
'..auns. Wo j115t l1rd an IAI C u !can1111g 
wcbin,lr 11n Active 5hootcr/ Active 
Thraut Rcspon:.e P,·cparntion and 
Training Hnvo your Tr.t ining Uft',ccr 
.heck It out 

https:/ /infcovonts.woboN.com/ 
cc3000/ avontccntor/ recording 

/ rt.-cortlAction 
Our !Jivisinn ,s very active on tho 

Fim/Mcd !;ido nf tho hcmso Cortoct 
MVD Prc::;il1cnt John Paul .Jones 
jpjonot.c9kckfd.org for more 1nfonnat1an 
,10 funding ond Deputy t;h,of Norris 
Croom (ncrooml'.9crgov.com) on 
Community Pc1ram1Jdic ne. I hnvo ::.ont 
my IAFC Boord Meeting/FRI Report to 
your State Director. TI1is r -?porc conw ino 
the ACA T.mk Force Report and a lon of 

To movo forward: 
• CG·cetc onobling lcyi:tation to faol!­

t..i:o O S~LO rl:Jll A111cmJmc11t (Sl"'A) 
• SPA crcatC?!J tho l)rogrom that 

c:.tubl::Jhc!J the ·ru~co· for porticipa· 
tian 
The h:ggimt i:;:.uc 1.'.lith dnvclnp:ng 

thc,;c t-;pe:. of programs 1s getting tho 
enabling leg:slotl:in to croata a State 
Pion 1\mcndrncnt or SPA. If the legislo• 
uon rice:. not 'lpai::tfy r.ortilln thin(JG, you 
c:innot include them in the SPA. The 
:;tnto w;:I 1lr.:ift th:1 SPA l::ir:r,un!]O and 
irn:ure thnt ,t moots r.tat!! rcoultltiOn.."3 
tJut thc;y will only indudo what ~'OU want 
to inc!udo. Tilo SPA fJrQc0G!J b vcr/ 
I 11.!or int::in:.wo .:ind c:;tal.J&.hci; all uf tho 
rulmi for what um be includod 1n lho 
::irute bEMT program They cJo not huve 
1J1u I.Jac~yround tu know whot i:i ,Iii i H:'IJ 

:iivc in your lluli:scry i:;yutcm 
• rro11idcn.i mu!:.it dcvclc:p t hu BPA. tt10 

nt~1ta will cnr.w-c ,t rncct:J stato reg• 
ufations 

• The !;tote will prnr.cnt t.ho SPA to 
t:rv\S for l r.clcra! upprovul 

• The ·,tnto and Fr.dt. v,r,:I unly ;1pprovc 
wh1.1t i:; .ir.kod for (1f you don t 
,1sk/ you wrl 111,t i·occ1vel. 
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rnlllition:il ,nrormm on. 
The MVD Lun,.hcon .It FRI was very 

well ilttcndcd. i>rris1dcnt: John Poul 
Jonc:i uot u!l through u n;Jmb~r ,Jf 
!jpeakcr.J -:,hole µromotillfl our lliviaiun 

nctworkinq. It w ,lG uood to be with ull •>f 
you. Our thankt, to U,vision Sccretc1ry 
Chmf Jack T.1ylor: our Log,st.ics Section 
Chief .ind f, >□LI IJnit Lcm.lcr. Very 1>roud 
of our Oivi:,ion. 

The Mc.souri Va Icy llr.~ti on on your 
bdwlf honor cd outgoing IAf-C 1-'rcsiiJ.:mt 
Chinf Keith Uryont liy purchasing a brier, 
for the NFFF Wdlk of Honor in 
IZmm,taburg, Mn I lo waa very touched 
IL will be pbcod in the IAFC :.cction •;outh 
of r.hc muin monument. Take a look ot 
your girt tho next Limo you aro at the fire 
academy~ 

The state wiU then submit tho SPA 
ror opprovul to CMS. Once CMS hoo 
u1;pruvcd tho 1,1rograrn provit.lcl's (;Ull 

begin to !3Ubmit th~ir rcporu ror roirn · 
bur::;cmcnt. 
• It moy ·n foe& ba po:mihle that uU 

r:roto i15sociatcl1 with the develop• 
mEJr.t of the progrilm ore applied to 
the cost of oorvice 

• Part.icipat.ion r.:; olwayG vo!untory 

l\lnte: There i3 potential for ·FIRST 
!lfS!"O\J□l:n rEE r1EIMBURSlMENf" 

More nfnrmatinn nn thi3 very rcnl 
1>otcnt!al for fit0t "L?!lpandor reimburse­
ment will follow in future r.u1Tc::;po11-
dcnco lloponding on futul'o dcvulop­
monl!J r:oncorrnng those ra11nburoo-
1ncnt op1mrtu11it;c3 

StondlJy more inform.itiun to 
i:omc 

If you h:11,c <JOY qUL.'OtioflG or CUITI· 
rn1:nts plca:.c lc!!I fruu to contact me. !J 

jpjoncs:-Jkckfd.org 
Desk: 913-573-5948 
Cell: 913-669-873D 

OCTOOER 2015 
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Adopted: 

6 FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH 
7 
8 RESOLUTION NO. 2017-08 
9 

Karl Kassel , Mayor 
03/23/2017 
03/23/2017 

10 A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION TO FACILITATE 
11 IMPLEMENTATION OF AN ALASKA GROUND EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
12 TRANSPORT (GEMT) SUPPLEMENTAL REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM 
13 
14 WHEREAS, The Fairbanks North Star Borough provides emergency medical 
15 services to citizens and visitors in Interior Alaska; and 
16 
17 WHEREAS, The Fairbanks North Star Borough receives partial reimbursement 
18 for the cost of providing emergency medical services to Medicaid beneficiaries; and 
19 
20 WHEREAS, The Fairbanks North Star Borough emergency medical service 
21 system incurs additional uncompensated costs when providing services to Medicaid 
22 beneficiaries; and 
23 
24 WHEREAS, Federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services provide 
25 supplementary reimbursement of uncompensated costs incurred by emergency medical 
26 service providers in the treatment and transportation of Medicaid beneficiaries in states 
27 participating in the Ground Emergency Medical Transportation program; and 
28 
29 WHEREAS, Federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services provide 
30 reimbursement for the administrative costs associated with administration of the Ground 
31 Emergency Medical Transportation program; and 
32 
33 WHEREAS, The Ground Emergency Medical Transportation program is not part 
34 of any Medicaid expansion effort and is not associated with the Affordable Care Act; 
35 and 
36 
37 WHEREAS, Enacting Ground Emergency Medical Transportation legislation is 
38 the first step in facilitating implementation of the Ground Emergency Medical 
39 Transportation program in Alaska. 
40 
41 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Assembly of the 
42 Fairbanks North Star Borough supports legislation facilitating implementation of the 
43 Ground Emergency Medical Transportation program to Alaska. 
44 
45 

Fairbanks North Star Borough, Alaska RESOLUTION NO. 2017-08 
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64 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 23RD DAY OF MARCH, 2017. 

ATTEST: 

(\fut~ 
Nanci Ashford-Bingham, M 
Borough Clerk 

~u~ 
Presiding Officer 

Yeses: Tacke, Cooper, Quist, Roberts, Gray, Sattley, Lawrence, Dodge, Davies 
Noes: None 

Fairbanks North Star Borough, Alaska RESOLUTION NO. 2017-08 
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March 14, 2016 

Juneau, AK 99801 

RE: HB 176 Support 

Dear Representative Fansler: 

Alaska Fire Chiefs 
Association 

820 Glacier Ave 
Juneau, AK 99801 

Phone: 907 723-4420 
E-Mail: rich.etheridge@juneau.org 

Web: www.alaskafirechiefs.org 

I am writing on behalf of the Alaska Fire Chiefs Association in support of House Bill 176, an Act 

relating to medical assistance reimbursement for emergency medical transportation. 

HB 176 will allow fire departments across Alaska recover some of the otherwise unrecoverable 

expenses related to providing emergency medical care to patients covered under the Medicaid 

system. Currently these additional expenses are absorbed by either the local government or the 

agency providing the medical care. 

This program will not incur any costs to the State of Alaska; as administrative costs can be billed 

back into this federal program. This program is not part of the Medicaid expansion and is not 

dependent on the Affordable Care Act. This is part of an entitlement program that has been 

around for many years. Three states have completed legislation and several more are in the 

process of adopting legislation. 

This program, if approved by the Alaska Legislature, allows EMS providers to bill the federal 

system annually for the approved costs. This will put real dollars back into our communities and 

allow departments the opportunity to survive during these fiscally uncertain times. These 

dollars could mean additional staffing, medical equipment, training, or as simple as heat and 

electricity in buildings. Your large municipalities could see large dollar amounts annually coming 

back to them. However the real difference will be the small communities that struggle just to 

pay for fuel in their ambulance. This program would make the difference between an EMS 

program barely surviving out of the generosity of volunteers to creating a legitimate program 



that can provide training to its members and purchase equipment that is not worn out as part 

of a surplus program. 

The Alaska emergency services are seeing direct impacts of the low oil prices. Fire departments 

have greatly reduced participation in state wide programs. The fire Marshal's Office has closed 

offices and drastically cut the number of life safety inspections they do. Some of our 

communities cannot even pay to heat some of the community buildings any longer. 

From the perspective of the Alaska Fire Chiefs, this program is a win win for all of Alaska. This 

relieves some of the financial burden on the local community, it provides real dollars into a 

struggling EMS system, it improves the medical care patients receive in the prehospital setting; 

all without costing Alaska any additional dollars. 

We strongly support HB 176. This could be one of the most important pieces of legislation in 

decades to improve emergency services across the entire state. We would encourage you to 

support HB 176 as well. 

Respectfully, 

~ 
Richard Etheridge 

President 



ALASKA PROFESSIONAL FIRE FIGHTERSA&<DCIATION · .A: 
PO Box 111222 ANCHORAGE, AK 99511 

North Pole -Fairbanks -Shem ya -Anchorage -Juneau -Ketchikan 
www .alaskapffa.org 

Representative Zach Fansler 

State Capital Room 416 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Representative Fansler: 

April 7, 2017 

I am writing today in support of HB 176 the Ground Emergency Medical Transport bill. HB 176 would 

allow fire departments and EMS providers to receive a higher rate of reimbursement for transporting 

patients covered by Medicaid. Currently fire departments and EMS providers are often reimbursed at a 

fraction of the actual cost for medical transports. HB 176 allows agencies in the state to begin to rectify 

this problem. At a time when cities across Alaska struggle to provide basic services, HB 176 will provide 

a level of financial relief by helping agencies receive reimbursement that is closer to actual cost. 

Fire departments and EMS providers determine the cost of a medical transport and then bill accordingly. 

When a department transports a Medicaid patient they may only be reimbursed at a fraction of the 

actual cost. The difference between the cost of a transport and the amount reimbursed forces local 

taxpayers to make up the shortfall. HB 176 will allow providers of EMS to recoup expenses that are 

closer to the actual cost of the transport after departments demonstrate the accurate cost. This 

additional revenue can be used to bolster public safety in communities that receive it. 

Many states have passed bills similar to HB 176 and are seeing an increase in revenue for transports 

related to Medicaid patients. At a time when our economy is struggling, we should look for ways to 

continue to fund vital services. HB 176 will help all communities across Alaska providing EMS. 

In closing I would like to encourage the Legislature to pass HB 176. EMS is a vital service relied upon by 

the citizens of Alaska. The importance of this bill is magnified by the current economic situation in our 

state. HB 176 will help providers of emergency medical transport weather this economic storm and 

continue to serve the citizens of Alaska. 

~ w~-
Thomas A Wescott 

President Alaska Professional Fire Fighters 



From: Bill Howell [mailto:bhowell@cityofbethel.net1 
Sent: Tuesday, March 07, 2017 1:37 PM 
To: Rep. Zach Fansler <Rep.Zach.Fansler@akleg.gov> 

Subject: GEMT 

Representative Fansler, 

I am attaching the draft Ground Emergency Medical Transport (GEMT) legislation for your review. I 
just received this today so I apologize for the delay in getting it to you. I've been advised that this has been 
presented to other legislators but has yet to receive a sponsor. As I am sure you are aware, many fire 
departments including Bethel are providing ambulance services well below cost. 

GEMT would amend Alaska's State Medicaid plan to reimburse municipalities for the uncompensated costs of 
providing ambulance services to Medicaid recipients. Currently Medicaid pays an average of $455 per 
transport. Our ambulance service here in Bethel and many around the State spend over $1000 per 
transport. GEMT would reimburse that difference. Participation in GEMT is voluntary for cities. 

The GEMT program would help close the gap in funding to ensure fiscal sustainability for many ambulance 
services. In Bethel, our ambulances and fire vehicles are in dire need of replacement and we simply lack 
funds . Based on some preliminary estimates I've made, GEMT has the potential to bring in as much as 
$468,000 a year for the City of Bethel. 

I know the State budget is the priority, GEMT legislation fits in that discussion. GEMT is fiscally positive for 
the State. The State would receive up to 20% in administrative costs for administration of the program, on top 
of what is reimbursed to municipalities/Cities. We both know how revenue sharing is dwindling, GEMT could 
help mitigate that to some extent as well. 

If this legislation was passed it would be a game changer for the Fire Service in Alaska. In Bethel it would 
allow us to get the ambulances and fire trucks we haven't been able to afford since the oil boom of the 
1980's. Like me, I learned that many other Fire Chiefs that I met at the conference are struggling to provide 
basic services due to lack of funding. 

Your service and support is greatly appreciated by me and all of us here at Bethel Fire. Please contact me 
anytime on my personal cell 545-4305. 

Warmest Regards, 

Bill Howell 
Fire Chief 
City of Bethel Fire Department 
907-543-2131 
907-545-4998 cell 
907-543-2702 fax 
P.O. Box 1388 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 
bhowel l@cityofbethel.net 

The most difficult thing is the decision to act, the rest is merely tenacity. 
-Amelia Earhart 



Sponsored by: Mayor Ward 
Introduced & Adopted: February 21 , 2017 

1 RESOLUTION 17-02 

2 A RESOLUTION OF THE NORTH POLE CITY COUNCIL IN SUPPORT OF 
3 LEGISLATION TO FACILITATE IMPLEMENTATION OF AN ALASKA 
4 GROUND EMERGENCY MEDICAL TRANSPORT SUPPLEMENTAL 
5 REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM IN ALASKA 

6 

7 WHEREAS, the City of North Pole provides emergency medical services to citizens and 
8 visitors in Interior Alaska; and 

9 WHEREAS, the City of North Pole receives partial reimbursement for the cost of 
10 providing emergency medical services to Medicaid beneficiaries; and 

11 WHEREAS, the City of North Pole emergency medical service providers incur additional 
12 uncompensated costs when providing services to Medicaid beneficiaries; and, 

13 WHEREAS, Federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services provide supplementary 
14 reimbursement of uncompensated costs incurred by emergency medical service providers in the 
15 treatment and transportation of Medicaid beneficiaries in states participating in the Ground 
16 Emergency Medical Transportation program; and 

17 WHEREAS, Federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services provide reimbursement 
18 for the administrative costs associated with administration of the Ground Emergency Medical 
19 Transportation program; and 

20 WHEREAS, the Ground Emergency Medical Transportation program is not part of any 
21 Medicaid expansion effort and is not associated with the Affordable Care Act; and 

22 WHEREAS, enacting Ground Emergency Medical Transportation is a first step in 
23 facilitating implementation of the Ground Emergency Medical Transportation program in Alaska. 

24 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the North Pole City Council supports 
25 legislation facilitating implementation of the Ground Emergency Medical Transportation program 
26 to Alaska. 

27 PASSED AND APPROVED by a duly constituted quorum of the North Pole City Council 
28 this 21 st day of February, 2017. 

29 

30 Bryce J. Ward, Mayor 

31 ATTEST: 
32 

33 

34 Kathryn M Weber, MMC 
35 North Pole City Clerk 

36 

City of North Pole, Alaska RESOLUTION 17-02 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subjed: 

Follow Up Ff.lg: 
Flillg Sbltus: 

Rich Etlwridga <Rich.Et~idge~unew.org> 
Friday. April 07. 2017 !1;5,2 A M 
Micha~e Sps1ck 

RE: got t ile EM TS hearing on April B 

Follow up 
Flagged 

In Juneau, I ·write the fire deparlmentbudget. It gets submitted tD the City ~fanager'sOffice, they modifyitand 
then !llbmit it to the Assembly for fmal IJlP'O\.-al. 

We have to set out rates for EMS callis and each department does that a l:itt:1e differently. M'ostdeparlments set 
their rates at approxima telywha t the insurance oompanies will pay for. Our billing company stmds a patient's 
insuranee companya bill for (h)potheticaUy) .Sl ,000.00. The insurance company pays (h:ypotheticalty) SS00.00 
and the remainder gets bitted to the patient to pay. 

Medicare& Medicaid bylawreeei1,re the same Sl ,000.00mll and onlypayS450.00 of it. Bylaw, the remainder 
cannot be billed back to the patient and the department absorbs that as lost re,,enue or bad debt. As the number 
of people elig ible for Medicaid increase, the amount ofmoneywritten off also increases. 

There are additionalexpenses ID ?'ovide El\~ that cannot be passed on ID the palien ts or the costto the patient 
would become un reasonable. Things lil.."e ambulance maintenance, a percent of thl! facililymainten:ance 
dedicab!d to E-MS, additional responders such as paid firefig hters or volunteers, medical equipment 
replacement A.11 of these oost.s are currently funded by lax dollars. 

This bill allows us tD enter into negotiations \\."1th the feds to idenlifywhat costs they are willing to reimburse 
departments for. 

Hopefully this helps 

Rich 

Rich Etheridge 
Fire Chief 
Capital City Fire Rescue 
820 Glacier Ave. 
Juneau, AK 99801 
(907)586-0251 
Readiness, Dedication, Service 

Rich.Etheridge@juneau .org 



State of Alaska 
Department of Health & Social Services 

30th Alaska State Legislature 

WORKDRAFT REVIEW 

Please note: The Department of Health and Social Services strives to provide timely programmati.c input 
on proposed work drafts to assist with an eilicient Bow oflegislation through the committee process. 
Nothing in this document should be construed as support or opposition fr>r the proposal. 

Bill Number/ /Law Log: HB 176 

Bill Sponsor: Rep Fansler 

Bill Short Title: Ground Emerg. Medical Transport Payments 

Division: Health Care Services 

Prepared By: Margaret Brodie 

Preliminary Comments About Bill/Program Effects 

Date: March 20, 2017 

As written, this bill provides authority for supplemental reimbursement of ground emergency medical 

transportation (GEM1) under medical assistance programs using Intergovernmental Transfers, Certified Public 
Expenditures, or both. The bill in substance provides for the following: 

1. HB 176 directs the department to develop a program facilitating supplemental reimbursement to specific 
providers of eligible ground emergency medical transportation services, for medical assistance recipients. 

2. HB 176 instructs the department to utilize intergovernmental transfers (IG1), certified public expenditures 

(CPE), or both, for the non-federal share of GEMT services eligible for FPP under the medical assistance 

program 

3. HB 176 establishes that the amount of the supplemental reimbursement is equal to the amount of Federal 

Financial Participation (FFP) received as reimbursement for the provider's cost and matched through IGT 

or CPE, less an administrative fee established by the department. The administration fee is not to exceed 

20% of the actual cost to providers for providing the services 

4. HB 176 restricts total provider reimbursement so as not to exceed the actual costs for providing GEMT to 

medical assistance recipients 
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5. HB 176 establishes the requirements for provider eligibility to receive supplemental reimbursement through 
this mechanism, including that the provider must, 

a. be enrolled as an Alaska Medicaid provider; 

b. voluntarily enter into an agreement to participate; 

c. be owned or operated by the state, a political subdivision of the state, or a federally recognized tribe 
or tribal organization; 

d. is reimbursed on a fee-for-service or other federally permissible basis; and 

e. certifies the GEMT services qualify for FFP. 

6. HB 176 directs the department to inform the legislature if the United States Department of Health and 

Human Services revokes approval of the program 

7. HB 176 establishes that supplemental reimbursement payments are subject to appropriation 

In state fiscal year 2016, the state reimbursed 15,362 units of GEMT. In addition to the individual episodes of 

GEMT, the state reimbursed entities for 103,610 units for ground transportation, each unit reimbursed per statute 

mile. The current system is not capable of delineating between emergent and non-emergent services using the 

ground mileage code. In SFY16, the state reimbursed providers $4,195,938 for GEMT and $469,324.80 for 

combined non-emergency ground transportation (NEM1) and GEMT mileage. Because of the issues with 

separating NEMT and GEMT mileage in MMIS, only GEMT service units are considered in this provisional 

analysis. 

Regardless of the chosen mechanism - IGT, CPE, or both - the investment of time and resources is significant as is 
evident in the descriptions below: 

Intergovernmental transfers (IGTs): An IGT is a transfer of funds from another governmental entity 
(e.g., a county or other state agency) to the Medicaid agency before a Medicaid payment is made. When 
these funds are used as the non-federal share of Medicaid expenditure, they are eligible for federal financial 
participation (FFP). That is, they can be matched by federal dollars. IGTs are commonly used by 
government entities to contribute the non-federal share for certain governmental providers (e.g., community 
mental health centers, hospitals) located in those jurisdictions. IGTs may also be contributed directly by 
governmental providers themselves, such as hospitals operated by state or local government. The ability of 
states to use IGTs to finance their Medicaid programs is recognized in both federal statute and regulation 
(§1903(w)(6) of the Social Security Act; 42 CFR 433.51). 1 The IGT mechanism discussed requires the 
provider make an actual payment to the state. 

Certified public expenditures (CPEs): A CPE is a statutorily recognized Medicaid financing approach by 
which a governmental entity, including a governmental provider (e.g., county hospital, local education 
agency), incurs an expenditure eligible for FFP under the state's approved Medicaid state plan (§1903(w)(6) 
of the Social Security Act; 42 CFR 433.51). The governmental entity certifies that the funds expended are 
public funds, containing no federal funds, and are used to support the full cost of providing the Medicaid­
covered service or the Medicaid program administrative activity. Based on this certification, the state then 
claims FFP. 

CPE-based financing must recognize actual costs incurred. As a result, CMS requires cost reimbursement 
methodologies for providers using CPEs to document the actual cost of providing the services, typically 

1 Non-Federal Financing (MACPAC, 2015)https://www.macpac.gov/subtopic/non-federal-financing/ 
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determined through a statistically valid time study, periodic cost reporting, and reconciliation of any interim 
payments. 2 

Considering the 15,362 units of GEMT reimbursed in FY16, the average provider claim submitted for 

reimbursement was $768.46 and the average reimbursement to the provider per unit was $274.74. This leaves an 

average unreimbursed amount of $4 9 3. 72 per unit. However, in order to implement a supplemental reimbursement 

program for GEMT, it is necessary to utilize the actual costs of services provision. As such, this program would 

require the ongoing use of a cost based methodology to determine the actual cost of service provision per unit. 

Depending on the approach taken, this amount could be determined at the individual provider, local, regional, or 

statewide level. 

The division currently utilizes the basic methodology outlined in the bill for School-Based Services (SBS) and tribal 

Medicaid administrative claiming (fMAC). The process is complex; providers bear an administrative responsibility 

to ensure their contributions meet the federally established guidelines. Additionally, administering the program 

according to federal guidelines presents unique challenges and a significant burden on the Division of Health Care 
Services and the eligible providers. While the state would like the flexibility to utilize either mechanism, historically 

the state has been more successful in the use ofIGTs than the use of CPEs. 

In order to develop and operate a supplemental reimbursement program, Health Care Services would require the 

addition of one Medicaid Administrator Assistant II at an annual cost of $98,000, and an estimated initial 

administrative fee of $6.50 per eligible unit submitted for reimbursement. 

A state plan amendment (SP A) is required to implement a supplemental reimbursement program. Depending on the 

complexity of the required SPA, and the location within the State Plan itself, this process can take from three 

months to a year and involve negotiations with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). 

The required changes to the system to implement this bill are minimal, it appears feasible to process the projected 

claims similarly to TMAC, and school based claiming. 

An increase in federal reimbursement through a supplemental reimbursement program would result in the need for 

an increase in federal authority to manage. 

Amendments Proposed 

The language in AS 47.07.85(a) relating to the supplemental reimbursement for GEMT services does not clearly 
delineate between Alaska Medicaid reimbursement and the proposed supplemental reimbursement. It should 
describe that the amount of supplemental reimbursement a provider receives through this program as: 

2 mm 

a. equal to the amount of non-federal matching funds received by the state, through IGT and/ or CPE, 
minus an established administration fee; and 

b. not exceeding the actual cost of providing ground emergency medical transportation to medical 
assistance recipients when combined with the amount received from all other sources, to include the 
Alaska Medicaid program. 

Page 3 of 3 



L 

WORK DRAFT 

Offered: 
Referred: 

WORK DRAFT 

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 176( ) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

THIRTIETH LEGISLATURE- FIRST SESSION 

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES FANSLER, Gara 

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

WORK DRAFT 

30-LS070S\J 
Glover 
4l7/l7 

"An Act relating to medical assistance reimbursement for emergency medical 

2 transportation services; and providing for an effective date." 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY mE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

4 • Section 1. AS 47.07 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

S Sec. 47.07.085. Supplemental reimbursement for emergency medical 

6 transportation services. (a) The department shall develop a program to provide 

7 supplemental reimbursement to eligible emergency medical transportation service 

8 providers for the cost of providing services to medical assistance recipients. Except as 

9 provided in (b) of this section, the amount of the supplemental reimbursement paid to 

10 a provider must be equal to the amount of federal financial participation that the 

11 department receives for the nonfederal matching funds paid by the provider through 

12 intergovernmental transfers or certified public expenditures, less any administrative 

13 expenses. Under the program, the department shall use intergovernmental transfers, or 

14 certified public expenditures, or both, for the nonfederal share of emergency medical 

Drafted by Legal Sffl'ices -1- CSHB 176( ) 
New Text CTnderlizied (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED] 
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transportation services that are eligible for federal financial participation under the 

medical assistance program. 

(b) The amount a provider receives in supplemental reimbursements under the 

program, when combined with the amount the provider receives from all other 

sources, including medical assistance reimbursement under the state plan, may not 

exceed the provider's actual cost for providing emergency medical transportation 

services to medical assistance recipients. 

(c) An emergency medical transportation service provider is eligible to 

participate in the program if the provider 

(I) is enrolled with the department as a medical assistance provider; 

(2) voluntarily enters into an agreement with the department to 

participate in the program; 

(3) is owned or operated by the state, a political subdivision of the 

state, or a federally recognized tribe or tribal organization; 

(4) charges for emergency medical transportation services on a fee-for­

service or other federally permissible basis; and 

(5) certifies that the provider's expenditures for emergency medical 

transportation services qualify for federal financial participation. 

(d) The department may charge an administrative fee to a provider who 

participates in the program to cover the department's costs for administering the 

program. The administrative fee may not exceed 20 percent of a provider's cost for 

providing emergency medical transportation services. 

(e) If the United States Department of Health and Human Services revokes 

approval of the program, the department shall provide notice to the legislature. The 

department shall submit written notice to the secretary of the senate and the chief clerk 

of the house of representatives as early as possible after the United States Depanment 

of Health and Human Services expresses its intent to revoke approval of the program. 

(f) Supplemental reimbursement payments are subject to appropriation. 

(g) In this section, 

(I) "emergency medical transportation services" includes ground, 

water, or air transportation services provided to a medical assistance recipient during a 

CSHB 176( ) -2-
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medical emergency; 

2 (2) "program" means the supplemental reimbursement program 

3 developed by the department under this section; 

4 (3) "provider" means an eligible emergency medical transportation 

5 service provider; 

6 (4) "state plan" means the state plan for medical assistance coverage 

7 developed under AS 47.07.040. 

8 • Sec. 2. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

9 read: 

10 MEDICAID STATE PLAN AMENDMENT; NOTICE TO REVISOR OF 

11 STATUTES. The Department of Health and Social Services shall amend and submit for 

12 federal approval a state plan for medical assistance reimbursement consistent with this Act. 

13 The commissioner of health and social services shall certify to the revisor of statutes if all of 

14 the provisions of AS 47.07.085, enacted by sec. I of this Act, are approved by the United 

I 5 States Department of Health and Human Services. 

16 • Sec. 3. The uncoditied law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

17 read: 

18 CONDITIONAL EFFECT. AS 47.07.085, enacted by sec. 1 of this Act, takes effect 

19 only if the commissioner of health and social services certifies to the revisor of statutes under 

20 sec. 2 of this Act, on or before November 1, 2018, that all of the provisions added by 

21 AS 4 7 .07 .085 have been approved by the United States Department of Health and Human 

22 Services. 

23 • Sec. 4. If AS 4 7 .07 .085, enacted by sec. 1 of this Act, takes effect, it takes effect on the 

24 day after the date the commissioner of health and social services makes a certification to the 

25 revisor of statutes under sec. 2 of this Act. 

-3- CSHB 176( ) 
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Fiscal Note 
State of Alaska 

2017 Legislative Session 

Identifier: HB176-DHSS-HCMS-04-06-17 

Title: GROUND EMER. MEDICAL TRANSPORT 

PAYMENTS 

Sponsor: FANSLER 

Requester: House HSS 

Expenditures/Revenues 

Bill Version: 

Fiscal Note Number: 

() Publish Date: 

HB 176 

Department: Department of Health and Social Services 

Appropriation: Medicaid Services 

Allocation: Health Care Medicaid Services 

0MB Component Number: 2077 

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below. (Thousands of Dollars\ 
Included in 

FY2018 Governor's 
Appropriation FY2018 Out-Year Cost Estimates 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants & Benefits 
Miscellaneous 
Total Operating 

Fund Source {Operating Only) 
1002 Fed Rcpts (Fed) 
1108 Stat Desig (Other) 
Total 

Positions 

I F,11-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

Change in Revenues 

I None 
~otal 

Requested Request 
FY 2018 FY 2018 

0.0 0.0 

0.0 0.0 

o.ol o.ol 

FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 

109.0 109.0 109.0 109.0 109.0 

7,475.5 7,475.5 7,475.5 7,475.5 7,475.5 

7,584.5 7,584.5 7,584.5 7,584.5 7,584.5 

3,792.3 3,792.3 3,792.3 3,792.3 3,792.3 
3,792.2 3,792.2 3,792.2 3,792.2 3,792.2 
7,584.5 7,584.5 7,584.5 7,584.5 7,584.5 

o.ol o.ol o.ol o.ol o.ol 
Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL {FY2017) cost: 0.0 (separate supplemental appropriation required) 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section) 

Estimated CAPITAL {FY2018) cost: 0.0 (separate capital appropriation required) 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section) 

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS 
Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency? 
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed? 

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version: 
I Not applicable; initial version. 

Yes 
07/01/18 

Prepared By: _M_a_r~ga_r_et_B_ro_d_ie_,_D_ir_ec_to_r ___________________ Phone: 
Division: Health Care Services Date: 
Approved By: 

_S_h_a_w-nd_a_O_'_B_rie_n_, -A-ss-is-ta_n_t _C-om-m-is-si-on_e_r _____________ Date: 

Agency: Health and Social Services 

Printed 4/12/2017 Page 1 of 2 

(907)334-2520 
04/06/2017 12:00 PM 
04/06/17 

Control Code: ajiBv 



FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS 

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB176 

2017 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Analysis 

HBl 76 directs the department to develop a program to provide supplemental reimbursement to eligible ground 
emergency medical transportation service providers for the cost of providing services to medical assistance recipients. 
The amount of the supplemental reimbursement must be equal to the amount of the federal financial participation that 
the department receives as reimbursement for the provider's cost for the ground emergency medical transportation 
services, less any administrative expenses. 

HBl 76 allows the department to charge an administrative fee to a provider who participates in the program to cover the 
department's costs for administering the program. However, this fee is capped at 20 percent of a provider's costs for 
providing ground emergency medical transportation services. The department will charge an administrative fee to pay for 
one full-time Medical Assistance Administrator II position. All of the fees to support this program will be collected in the 
Health Care Medicaid Services component. The funds to support this position will be transferred from the Health Care 
Medicaid Services component to the Medical Assistance Administration component via a reimbursable services 
agreement. 

The bill stipulates that the amount a provider receives in supplemental reimbursements under the program, when 
combined with the amount the provider receives from all other sources, including medical assistance reimbursement 
under the state plan, may not exceed the provider's actual cost for providing ground emergency medical transportation 
services to medical assistance recipients. 

At this time the department has no way of knowing what the actual cost is for providing ground emergency medical 
transportation services to medical assistance recipients since providers only submit a claim for services. In FY2016 the 
department reimbursed 15,362 episodes/units of ground emergency medical transportation . The average claim submitted 
for reimbursement was $768.46. The average reimbursement per unit to the provider was $274.74. This leaves an average 
unreimbursement amount of $493.72. Annually, the average total reimbursement for FY2016 was $4,220,556 ($274.74 x 
15,362 = $4,220,556). 

Under this new program, the intent is for the program to be cost neutral. This would be accomplished by having each 
provider who participates in the program to either make an intergovermental transfer of funds to the department, or to 
have certified public expenditures serve as the match to claim federal financial participation reimbursement. The 
proposed legislation stipulates that both funding arrangements are allowed. 

Assuming that a provider meets the criteria for participating in the program through an intergovernmental transfer or 
through certified public expenditures, in the scenario above, the department would pay the provider the entire $768.46. 
Through federal financial participation, the department would then bill the federal goverment for $493. 72 (provider match 
= $493.72 x .5 = $246.86), the difference between what the state normally pays for an average unit of ground emergency 
medical transportation and what was actually billed by the provider. The department projects that it will expend an 
average of $7,584,527 on additional ground emergency medical transportation ($493.72 x 15,362 = $7,584,527) . One-half 
of this amount, $3,792,263 ($246.86 x 15,362 = $3,792,263) will be collected from providers who participate in the 
program. This match will be collected as statutory designated program receipts. 
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FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS 

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB176 ----------2017 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Analysis 

HBl 76 directs the department to develop a program to provide supplemental reimbursement to eligible ground 
emergency medical transportation service providers for the cost of providing services to medical assistance recipients. 
The amount of the supplemental reimbursement must be equal to the amount of the federal financial participation that 
the department receives as reimbursement for the provider's cost for the ground emergency medical transportation 
services, less any administrative expenses. 

HB176 allows the department to charge an administrative fee to a provider who participates in the program to cover the 
department's costs for administering the program. However, this fee is capped at 20 percent of a provider's costs for 
providing ground emergency medical transportation services. 

Starting in FY2019, to administer the supplemental reimbursement program for emergency medical transportation, the 
Division of Health Care Services has determined that it needs one full-time Medical Assistance Administrator II. This 
position will be funded from fees collected from providers who participate in the program. The cost of the position is 

shown below: 

One full-time Medical Assistance Administrator II (including benefits): Range 18, Anchorage; $97.6 annually 
Services: Office space, phone, reimbursable service agreements for position support costs: $9.4 annually 
Commodities: Office supplies: $2.0 
One-Time Commodities Cost: Computer, software, and office equipment: $7.6 

All of the fees to support this program will be collected in the Health Care Medicaid Services component. The funds to 
support this position will be transferred from the Health Care Medicaid Services component to the Medical Assistance 
Administration component via a reimbursable services agreement. 
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