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SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT 
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State Affairs Committee considered HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 22 

HJR 22 STEWART-HYDER BORDER HOURS 

Urging the Canada Border Services Agency to keep the border between Hyder, Alaska, and Stewart, British 
Columbia, open 24 hours a day. 
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REPR'ESENTATIVE DAN ORTIZ 

Alaska State Legislature I Ketchikan, Saxman, Wrangell, Hydaburg, Metlakatla, Hyder, Loring and Meyers Chuck 

"' SION ADDRESS: 
ka State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 
Phone: 907-465-3824 
Toll Free: 1-800-686-3824 
Fax: 907-465-3175 

HJR 22 

Sponsor Statement 

INTERIM ADDRESS: 
1900 First Avenue, Suite 310 

Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 
Phone: 907-247-4672 

907-465-5269 
Fax: 907-225-8546 

This resolution urges the Canada Border Services Agency to restore 24-hour access to the border of 
Hyder, Alaska and Stewart, British Columbia In both directions. Hyder, Alaska is a geographically isolated 
community in southern Southeast Alaska. It's a community of approximately 87 residents and It sits on 
the border of Alaska and British Columbia, Canada. Hyder is just a little over a mile away from Stewart 
B.C., a community of approximately 500 residents. The residents of Hyder have only this road access to 
Stewart, B.C. and are dependent on Stewart for emergency medical services. The economies of each 
community are interlinked by tourism and mining Interests which are the backbone of both Hyder and 
Stewart. Tourists and mine workers have historically crossed the border from Stewart B.C. into Hyder, 
Alaska each summer prior to 8:00 a.m. 

On April 1, 2015 the border crossing between Hyder and Stewart, which is manned only by the Canadian 
Border, ceased to be a 24-hour crossing. The Canada Border Services Agency placed a gate along the 
border, which closes the border each day from midnight to 8am. 

The road also serves as the established emergency evacuation route out of the community in case of a 
tsunami, levee break or other natural disaster. The Canada Border Services Agency's decision to limit the 
border crossing and the only road access to safety, has put the safety and economic wellbeing of the 
residents of Hyder in jeopardy. 

There has been a long history of community cooperation and cultural exchange between the residents 
of Hyder, Alaska and Stewart, British Columbia. On Saturday March 28th, I hosted a town meeting for 
the residents of both Hyder and Stewart about the issue. There Is unanimous consent within the two 
communities that the Canada Border Services Agency should reverse its decision and restore 24-hour 
access in both directions at the border. 
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Poat Office Bo~ 149 
Hyder, Alalka 99923 
Phone:(250)838-9148 

April 18, 2015 . 

Dear Senator: 

In Canada reply to: 
Poat Office Box 881 

Stewart, B.C 
VOT1WO. 

I am contacting you to urge your support of HJR 22, 
when It comes to the Senate for a vote. 

This resolution addresses the gate that Csnadlan Border Services Agency put in 
place across the only road Into or out of Hyder. The gate Is locked from midnight 
to 8 a.m., cutting us off from our only disaster evacuation route, and making 
access to medical care too difficult and time-consuming to be effective In an 
emergency. 

The gate also threatens our economic survival. Tourism Is the mainstay of our 
economy, Our stores, restaurants, and hotels do about 90% of their business in 
90 days, and with the long daylight hours, activities do NOT flt neatly into the 8 
a.m. to midnight time frame. 

We are beginning to see a 'snowball effect' from the gate ctosure. It 18 possible 
that we wlll loae our school. Enrollment will drop below minimum If familles have 
to move because the parents cannot travel freely to Jobs across the border 
before a a.m. 

Please support HJR 22. 

Wes Loe, President 
Hyder Community Association 

Mlle MC)" Alaska / Yukon Highway 


