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(LIMITED RUN SHOWING ALL ADDITIONAL SPONSORSHIPS) 

CS FOR HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 7(FSH) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STA TE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE-FIRST SESSION 

BY THE HOUSE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES 

Offered: 2/6/15 
Referred: Resources 

29-LS0368\E 

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES EDGMON, Herron, Millett, Chenault, Stutes, Ortiz, Johnson, Talerico, 
Hawker, Pruitt, LeDoux, Tilton, Hughes 

SENA TORS Giessel, MacKinnon, Hoffman, Egan, Bishop, Micciche, Stevens, Coghill, Dunleavy, McGuire, 
Costello, Kelly 

A RESOLUTION 

1 Opposing the proposed designation of an Aleutian Islands National Marine Sanctuary. 

2 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

3 WHEREAS, in June of 2014, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

4 reestablished the process by which communities may submit applications to have the National 

5 Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration consider nominations of areas of the marine and 

6 Great Lakes environments as national marine sanctuaries; and 

7 WHEREAS the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has stated that 

8 "every nomination starts at the community level"; and 

9 WHEREAS, while the Sanctuary Nomination Process Guide published by the 

10 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration calls for "community-based support for 

11 the nomination," it also includes a definition of "communities" that is so broad it is essentially 

12 meaningless; and 

13 WHEREAS, m December of 2014, a collection of predominantly non-Alaska 

14 organizations led by the Washington, D.C., based Public Employees for Environmental 

15 Responsibility nominated an area of approximately 554,000 square nautical miles--nearly 

16 equal to the entire landmass of the state--to be designated as the Aleutian Islands National 
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1 Marine Sanctuary; and 

2 WHEREAS the designation of the proposed Aleutian Islands National Marine 

3 Sanctuary would make permanent all current restrictions on fishing and other commerce and 

4 would potentially authorize additional permanent restrictions that would prove burdensome to 

5 present and future economic activity in the region; and 

6 WHEREAS concerns noted in the nomination have been and are currently being 

7 vigorously addressed through a variety of institutions and measures; and 

8 WHEREAS 277,100 square nautical miles of the Aleutian Islands are already 

9 designated as a habitat conservation area; and 

10 WHEREAS fishing in the region has long been under the conscientious, effective 

11 stewardship of local residents, the North Pacific Fishery Management Council, the Alaska 

12 Board of Fisheries, the National Marine Fisheries Service, and the Alaska Department of Fish 

13 and Game; and 

14 WHEREAS the Aleutian Islands are subject to the North Pacific Fishery Management 

15 Council's Aleutian Islands Fishery Ecosystem Plan, which provides for heightened scientific 

16 scrutiny to assess and enrich the health of the ecosystem, the sustainability of fisheries , and 

17 the well-being of communities in the region; and 

18 WHEREAS risks associated with shipping are being addressed through the ongoing 

19 Aleutian Islands Risk Assessment, which includes the development of the Optimal Response 

20 System to increase towing, salvage, and spill response capabilities in the region; and 

21 WHEREAS, in December 2014, President Obama withdrew the 32,500,000-acre 

22 North Aleutian Basin Planning Area from oil and gas leasing, and, in any case, oil and gas 

23 development in the region is not feasible in the foreseeable future; and 

24 WHEREAS strong Environmental Protection Agency regulations are already in place 

25 to address potential issues involving invasive species; and 

26 WHEREAS, at this time, the legislature is unaware of any support from local 

27 communities, local tribes, or other local groups for the creation of an Aleutian Islands 

28 National Marine Sanctuary; and 

29 WHEREAS, in the wake of the Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility 

30 nomination, the Aleutians East Borough Assembly, the City of Sand Point, the City of Adak, 

31 the federally recognized Agdaagux Tribe of King Cove, the Akutan Traditional Council, the 
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1 King Cove Corporation, and the Akutan Corporation published official declarations of their 

2 strong opposition to the creation of an Aleutian Islands National Marine Sanctuary; and 

3 WHEREAS, on January 23 , 2015, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

4 Administration informed Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility that the 

5 nomination was not sufficient to warrant further consideration; however, the National Oceanic 

6 and Atmospheric Administration also invited Public Employees for Environmental 

7 Responsibility to revise and resubmit a nomination; 

8 BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature is vehemently opposed to the 

9 nomination by the Washington, D.C. , based Public Employees for Environmental 

10 Responsibility, or any similar nomination, for the creation of an Aleutian Islands National 

11 Marine Sanctuary. 

12 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Penny Pritzker, United 

13 States Secretary of Commerce; the Honorable Kathryn Sullivan, Ph.D., Under Secretary of 

14 Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere and National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

15 Administration Administrator; and the Honorable Lisa Murkowski and the Honorable Dan 

16 Sullivan, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the 

17 Alaska delegation in Congress. 
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Alaska State Legislature 
REPRESENTATIVE BRYCE EDGMON 

House District 37 

Memorandum 

Date: March 6, 2015 

To: Senator Cathy Giessel, Chair 
Senate Resources Committee 

From: Representative Bryce Edg~ 

RE: CSHJR7(FSH) Hearing Request- Oppose Aleutian National Marine Sanctuary 

I respectfully request a hearing for CSHJR7(FSH)-Opposc Aleutian National Marine 
Sanctuary-at your earliest convenience. 

HJR 7 declares the Legislature's opposition to a nomination made by the Washington, D.C ., 
based Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) for the creation of an 
Aleutian Islands National Marine Sanctuary. Although subsequent to the introduction of the 
resolution NOAA deemed PEER's proposal "insufficient," the agency also invited the group 
to revise and resubmit a nomination. 

Currently, the resolution's sponsor is unaware of any support from local communities, local 
tribes, or other local groups. In fact, in the wake of the PEER nomination the Aleutians East 
Borough Assembly, the federally recognized Agdaagux Tribe of King Cove, the Akutan 
Traditional Council, the City of Sand Point, the City of Adak, and the Southwest Alaska 
Municipal Conference have published official declarations of their strong opposition to the 
creation of a sanctuary. 

Through H JR 7, the Legislature joins the residents of the Aleutians in voicing its profound 
disapproval of the Washington D. C. based PEER' s nomination--or any such subsequent 
nomination- of an Aleutian Islands National Marine Sanctuary . 

Please find the following materials in the CSHJR7(FSH) packet: 

• HJR 7 

• CSHJR7(FSH) 

• CSHJR7(FSH) Explanation of Changes 

• Sponsor Statement 

• NOAA' s National Marine Sanctuary Nomination Process Guide 

• PEER Nomination of Aleutian Islands National Marine Sanctuary 

State Capitol Building 

1 20 East 4th Street, Juneau, AK 99801 
Phone: 907 465 4451 Toll Free: 800 898 4451 Fax: 907 465 3445 

Rep.Bryce.Edgmon@akleg.gov 



(Senate Resources CSHJR7(FSH) Hearing Request, Page 2 of 2, 3/6/2015.) 

• NOAA's January 23, 2015, Response to PEER 

• Resolutions and Letters from Local Communities 

My staff contact for this legislation is Tim Clark, who can be reached at 465-2839. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 



Sponsor Statement 

House Joint Resolution 7 
Oppose Aleutian National Marine Sanctuary 

CSHJR 7 declares the Legislature's opposition to a nomination made by the Washington, D.C., 
based Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) for the creation of an Aleutian 
Islands National Marine Sanctuary. 

In June of 2014 the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) re-established the 
process by which communities may submit applications to have NOAA consider nominations of 
areas of the marine and Great Lakes environments as national marine sanctuaries. The following 
December, a collection of predominantly non-Alaskan organizations, led by PEER, submitted a 
nomination to designate an area of approximately 554,000 square nautical miles-nearly equal 
to the entire landmass of the state of Alaska-as a national marine sanctuary. 

Although on January 23 rd, 2015, NOAA informed PEER that its nomination was not sufficient to 
warrant further consideration, the agency also invited the group to revise and resubmit a 
nomination. 

Under the PEER proposal, all current restrictions on fishing and other commerce in the vast region 
would be made permanent, and new restrictions that would likely prove burdensome to present 
and future economic activity would be added. 

In its information on the nomination process, NOAA states that "every nominat ion starts at the 
community level" and calls for "community-based support for the nomination." However, it 
appears that the groups led by PEER never consulted the dozens of local communities that would 
bear the brunt of the creation of a sanctuary. 

Currently, CSHJR 7 's sponsor is unaware of any support for the creation of an Aleutian Islands 
National Marine Sanctuary from local communities, local tribes, or other local groups. In fact, 
recently the Aleutians East Borough Assembly, the federally recognized Agdaagux Tribe of King 
Cove, the Akutan Traditional Council, the City of Sand Point, and the City of Adak have published 
official declarations of their strong opposition. 

Through HJR 7, the Legislature joins local residents of the Aleutians in voicing its profound 
disapproval of the Washington D.C. based PEER's nomination, and any similar nomination, to 
create an Aleutian Islands National Marine Sanctuary. 

Prepared by the office of Rep. Bryce Edgmon. 



Explanation of Changes 
Between HJR 7 and CSHJR7(FSH) 

HJR 7 was revised in the committee substitute to reflect that on January 23, 2015, two days 
following the introduction of the resolution, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) informed the Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) that its nomination 
to create an Aleutian Islands National Marine Sanctuary was not sufficient to warrant further 
consideration. However, in the same notification, NOAA invited PEER to revise and resubmit a 
nomination. 

The substantive revisions in the CS include: 

• inserting an additional "whereas" on Page 3, Lines 3 through 7, which notes NOAA's 
response to PEER 

• the addition of the phrase "or any similar nomination" in the "resolve" on Page 3, Line 1 0, 
in order to address the possibility of the submission of a revised nomination by PEER or 
other entities. 

Prepared by the office of Rep. Bryce Edgmon. 
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Richard Steiner 
Box 666 
9138 Arion St., A3 
Anchorage, AK 99507 

Dear Mi·. Steiner: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE 

Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 
1305 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

January 23, 2015 

Thank you for submitting the nomination for the proposed "Aleutian Islands National Marine 
Sanctuary." We appreciate your interest in how a national marine sanctuary could assist in 
meeting conservation objectives for waters surrounding the Aleutian Islands and outhwest 
Alaska. 

This letter is to inform you that the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries (ONMS) has 
completed its sufficiency review of the nomination. The sufficiency review is the first of three 
phases of review, and determines if the nomination provides enough of the information required 
for us to proceed with a more in-depth review. It is followed by phase two, which reviews a 
nomination against the four national significance criteria and phase three, which evaluates a 
nomination against the seven management considerations. We have concluded the nomination, 
as submitted, is not sufficient. 

Our rationale for reaching this conclusion focuses primarily on management consideration #7, 
which indicates a national marine sanctuary nomination must demonstrate suppo11 for the 
national marine sanctuary concept from a breadth of community interests. [n our final rule, we 
define a community as individuals or locally-based groups (e.g., "friends of'' group, chamber of 
conunerce); tribal, local, state or national agencies; elected officials; or topic-based stakeholder 
groups, at the local, regional or national level ( e.g., a local chapter of an environmental 
organization, a regionally-based fishing group, a national-level recreation or tourism 
organization, academia or science-based group, or an industry association). 

When ONMS considers this aspect of a nomination, we are not looking for unanimous support 
from all potential interests, but rather representative support from a diverse cross section of the 
community. Tn the context of the Aleutian Islands nomination, this could mean adjacent tribal or 
local goverrunents, organizations or industiies that depend on the resources in the nominated 
area, or federal or state agencies responsible for managing some of the resources or adjacent 
marine protected areas referenced in the nomination. 

Similarly, the nomination does not claiify the level of support from the federal and state agencies 
listed as potential management partners. For management consideration #6, it is equally 
important to identify any offers of paitnership from h·ibal governments, local jurisdictions, non­
government organizations, or universities to assist in managing this area. 



We also conclude that the nomination provides little to no description as to how this area 
provides opportunities for education, such as specific partnerships and commitments from 
educational groups. This relates to management consideration #2, which requests information on 
how the nominated area provides or enhances opportunities for education, including the 
understanding and appreciation of the marine and Great Lakes environments. 

Finally, the nomination's description under national significance criteria #2 (submerged 
maritime heritage resources) states the nominated area "contains submerged maritime heritage 
resources of special historical, cultural, or archaeological significance . . . consistent with listing on 
the National Register of Historic Places." It then identifies several land-based National Historic 
Landmarks, as well as shipwrecks and potential archaeological sites that appear to all be within 
Alaska state waters. However, page 3 of the nomination identifies the proposed sanctuary to 
include "all federal waters along the entire Aleutian Islands archipelago (from 3 to 200 nautical 
miles north and south of the islands ... " As a result, the nomination seems to indicate both 
inclusion and exclusion of state water resources. 

We understand the significant challenges associated with organizing support for an area that 
covers over 550,000 square nautical miles and over a thousand miles of shoreline. An alternative 
could be to consider nominating a smaller area or a series of smaller areas that encompass the 
specific resources you believe to be of highest value or for which a national marine sanctuary 
designation could achieve the greatest benefit. Keep in mind that the nomination process is a 
community-based process and hence the demonstration of wide community support weighs very 
heavily within the management considerations. 

As you reconsider your nomination, staff from our West Coast Regional Office, as well as our 
headquarters, stand by to address any questions you have. We encourage you to review other 
nomination packages we have received and our correspondence with the nominators, which are 
available on the website nominate.noaa.gov. The process is transparent and you will also find 
our correspondence with other nominators on the website. Thank you again for your interest in 
NOAA's national marine sanctuaries. We look forward to continuing work with you on this 
important nomination. 



Aleutian Islands National Marine Sanctuary Proposed Boundaries 
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Prepared by the Office of Representative Edgmon. Source: Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility 



City of Sand Point 

RESOLUTION 15-03 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF SAND POINT OPPOSING THE 
DESIGNATION OF AN ALEUTIAN ISLAND NATIONAL MARINE 

SANCTUARY 

WHEREAS, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has opened a 
process to nominate potential national marine sanctuaries; and 

WHEREAS, a collection of outside non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have nominated an 
area greater than the size of the State of Alaska to be potentially designated as 'Aleutian Islands 
National Marine Sanctuary' (AINMS); and 

WHEREAS, the NOAA National Marine Sanctuary nomination process clearly states that 
' Every Nomination Starts at the Community Level ' ; and 

WHEREAS, there is no local support from our community for this nomination; and 

WHEREAS, the potential designation of the AINMS would make all current restrictions to 
fishing and other commerce permanent, and would authorize further onerous permanent 
restrictions; and, 

WHEREAS, the concerns identified in the proposal - overfishing, oil/gas development, invasive 
species and increased shipping - are already being addressed by multiple agencies, local 
governments, industry groups, and responsible business owners and operators: 

WHEREAS, the local people who have been good stewards of this region for generations object 
to the audacity of those who propose to designate this vast area, our home, as a ' sanctuary' . 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Sand Point opposes the designation 
of an Aleutian Island National Marine Sanctuary and urges NOAA to reject the nomination; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution will be forwarded to Governor Bill Walker, 
NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries, Alaska Legislature, and to the Alaska 
Congressional Delegation. 



PASSED AND APPROVED on the 13 th day of January, 2015 by a duly constituted quorum of 
the Sand Point City Council. 

CITY OF SAND POINT 

~ 2C)!y1cfac C Jz . 
er(oardner Jr., Mayor T ' 

ATTEST: 

~n.ef½J d2!mm-0 
Shannon Sommer, City Clerk 



RESOLUTION 15- 01 

A RESOLUTION OF THE AGDAAGUX TRIBE OF KING COVE OPPOSING THE 
NOMINATION OF THE ALEUTIAN ISLAND NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY 

WHEREAS, the Agdaagux Tribe of King Cove is a federally recognized tribe in Alaska; and 

WHEREAS, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has opened a process to 
nominate potential national marine sanctuaries; and 

WHEREAS, a collection of outside non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have nominated an area 
greater than the size of the State of Alaska to be potentially designated as 'A leutian Islands National 
Marine Sanctuary' (AlNMS): and 

WHEREAS, the NOAA National Marine Sanctuarv nomination process clearly states that ' Every 
Nomination Starts at the Community Level'; and 

WHEREAS, there is no local support from our local tribe for this nomination; and 

WHEREAS, the potential designation of the AINMS would negatively impact the Agdaagux Tribe of 
King Cove and the surrounding communities; and 

WHEREAS, the potential designation of the A!NMS would make all current restrictions to fishing and 
other commerce permanent, and would authorize further permanent restrictions; and 

WHEREAS, the concerns identified in the proposal - overfishing, oil/gas development, invasive species 
and increased shipping - are already addressed : 

• Fishing stocks are at record levels in this region due to good stewardship by local residents and 
management by the Board of Fisheries and the North Pacific Fishery Management Council. 

• Offshore oil/gas development has not occurred in this area for decades and is not feasible nor 
planned in the near future. 

• Current EPA regulations already address potential invasive species issues. 
• The Aleutian Island Risk Assessment project Optimal Response System will address increasing 

shipping risks; and, 

WHEREAS, the local people who have been good stewards of th is region for generations object to the 
audacity of those who propose to designate th is vast area, our home. as a 'sanctuary'. and, 



WHEREAS, as part of our ongoing stewardship. the Agdaagux Tribe of King Cove has recently started a 
program ''Local Monitoring of Ecologically Important Species in Three Aleutian Island Communities," in 
which the Agdaagux Tribe collects marine mammal and waterfowl data ( including but not limited to : 
Stellar Sea Lions, Killer Whales, Northern Sea Otter's, Emperor Geese, Pacific Black Brant, and Stellar's 
Eiders) from local sentinels throughout the Aleutian Region. as we ll as data from our volunteer Aleutian 
Citizen Sentinels who are fishermen from throughout the region. and 

WHEREAS, the Aleut people, including the tribal members of the Agdaagux Tribe, are greatly reliant on 
these waters for survival and have been for thousands of years, and 

WHEREAS, the Aleut people take pride in being ecologically and environmentally responsible with our 
ocean's resources; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Agdaagux Tribe of King Cove is OPPOSED to the 
nomination of an Aleutian Islands National Marine Sanctuary: and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution will be forwarded to Governor Bill Walker. NOAA 
Office of National Marine Sanctuaries, Alaska Legislature. and to the Alaska Congressional Delegation . 

PASSED AND APPROVED by the.A£Jd{/(l(l !~ [i,;h'.1 on this l_~ay of January, 2015 . J )1 

Thf-~egoing resolution _was adopted by the Agdaagux Tribal Council by a vote of 1 in favor, 
_JcZ_ opposed, and~ abstaining. this~ day of January 2015 . 

. ~, l ~ ,1 .-'/ 

rj:l&=-3 . f\ ---------~ TTEST:_,,£._,,__::Vl:.....:::1......:.=c(-="-'::::..µ.....,~~~~~ 
Etta '!(uzakin, Presidellt'~ Shelley Yatchm . 



AKUTAN CORPORATION 
P.O. Box 8 AKIJTAN, ALASKA 99553 (907) 698-2206FAX (907) 698-2207 

January 13, 2015 

IN OPPOSITION TO AN ALEUTIAN ISLAND MATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY 

The Akutan Corporation strongly opposes the designation of an Aleutian Island National Marine 
Sanctuary. The Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) made the original nomination 
and it is now at National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). Although NOAA's nomination 
process clearly states that "every nomination starts at the community level" we were not consulted about 
this outside effort and we are not aware of ANY local support from our community. 

The only entity from Alaska to sign this nomination regarding the Aleutians was the Eyak Preservation 
Council, which is funded aby outside environmental sources with no affiliation in the Aleutians. 

Aleuts have lived in our region for thousands of years. We understand how to use out land in a sustainable 
manner. Fishing stocks In our region are at record levels due to good stewardship by management 
agencies North Pacific Management Council {NPFMC), Alaska Department of Fish & Game {ADF&G), and 
local residents. The Aleutian Islands region is subject to a Fishery EcQsystem Plan of the NPFMC, one of 
few such plans in the nation, to provide enhanced scientific information and measurable indicators to 
evaluate and promote ecosystem health, sustainable fisheries, and vibrant communities in the Aleutian 
Islands region. 

Finally, much of the Aleutian Islands (277,100 nm2) is already designated as a habitat conservation area, 
and further protections are not warranted. 

The proposed sanctuary would endanger our ability to work and provide for our families. 

Since rely, 

Jacob Stepetin, President 
Akutan Corporation 



Akutan Traditional Council 
P. 0 . Box 89 

Akutan, Alaska 99553-0089 

(907) 698-2300 I 2301 Fax 

.. . .. . .... . ... . ................ . ...... . . .. .... ... ....... .. ........ . ................... . ..... 

January 13, 2015 

IN OPPOSITION TO AN ALEUTIAN ISLAND NATIONAL MARINE SANTUARY 

The Akutan Traditional Council strongly opposes the designation of an Aleutian Island National Marine 
Sanctuary. The Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) made the original nomination 
and it is now at National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). Although NOM'S 
nomination process clearly states that "every nomination starts at the community level" we were not 
consulted about this outside effort and we are not aware of ANY local support from our community. 

The only entity from Alaska to sign this nomination regarding the Aleutians was the Eyak Preservation 
Council, which is funded by outside environmental sources with no affiliation in the Aleutians. 

Aleuts have lived in our region for thousands of years. We understand how to use our land in a 
sustainable manner. Fishing stocks in our region are at record levels due to good stewardship by 
management agencies North Pacific Fisheries Management Council (NPFMC), Alaska Department of Fish 
& Game (ADF&G) and local residents. The Aleutian Islands region is subject to a fishery Ecosystem Plan 
of the NP FMC, one of few such plans in the nation, to provide enhanced scientific information and 
measl)rable indicators to evaluate and promote ecosystem health, sustainable fisheries, and vibrant 
communities in Aleutian Islands region. 

Finally, much of the Aleutian Islands (277,100 nm2) is already designated as a habitat conservation area, 
and further protections are not warranted. 

The proposed sanctuary would endanger our ability to work and provide for our families. 

Sincerely, 

(} ~ 
Lt:::sereskin 

President 
Akutan Traditional Council 
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RESOLUTION 15-13 

A RESOLUTION OF THE ALEUTIANS EAST BOROUGH ASSEMBLY OPPOSING THE 
NOMINATION OF THE ALEUTIAN ISLANDS NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY 

WHEREAS, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has opened a process to 
nominate potential national marine sanctuaries; and 

WHEREAS, a collection of outside non-governmental organizations (NGOs) including Public 
Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER), have nominated an area greater than the size of the 
State of Alaska to be potentially designated as 'Aleutian Islands National Marine Sanctuary' (AINMS); 
and 

WHEREAS, the NOAA National Marine Sanctuary nomination process clearly states that 'Every 
Nomination Starts at the Community Level'; and 

WHEREAS, the Aleutians East Borough Assembly is not currently aware of ANY local support from 
local regional communities, tribes or local groups for this nomination; and 

WHEREAS, the potential designation of the AINMS would make all current restrictions to fishing and 
other commerce permanent, and would authorize further onerous permanent restrictions; and, 

WHEREAS, fishing stocks · in this region are at record levels due to good stewardship by management 
agencies North Pacific Fishery Management Council (NPFMC), Alaska Department of Fish & Game 
(ADF&G) and local residents; and, 

WHEREAS, The Optimal Response System recently recommended by the Aleutian Island Risk 
Assessment project will address risks associated with increasing shipping; and, 

WHEREAS, the Aleutian Islands is subject to a Fishery Ecosystem Plan of the NPFMC, one of few such 
plans in the nation, to provide enhanced scientific information and measurable indicators to evaluate and 
promote ecosystem health, sustainable fisheries, and vibrant communities in the Aleutian Islands region; 
and, 

WHEREAS, much of the Aleutian Islands (277,100 nm2) is already designated as a habitat conservation 
area, and further protections are not warranted; and, 

WHEREAS, the local people who have been good stewards of this region for generations object to the 
audacity of those who propose to designate this vast area, our home, as a 'sanctuary'. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Aleutians East Borough Assembly OPPOSES the 
nomination of the proposed Aleutian Islands National Marine Sanctuary; and, 

ANCHORAGE OFFICB • 3380 C Street, Ste. 205 • Anchorage, AK 99503-3952 • (907) 274-7555 • Fax: (907) 276-7569 • Email: admin@aleutianseast.org 
KING COVE OFFICE• P.O. Box 49 King Cove, AK 99612 • (907) 497-2588 • Fax: (907) 497-2386 • Ematl: 6nance@aleutlanseast.org 
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Aleutians East Borough Resolution 15-13 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution will be forwarded to Governor Bill Walker, NOAA 
Office of National Marine Sanctuaries, Alaska Legislature, and to the Alaska Congressional Delegation. 

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Aleutians East Borough on this .2._+ty of January, 2015. 

ATTEST: ltiA 
Tina Anderson, Clerk 



January 21, 2015 

l{ING COVE CORPORATION 
P.O. Box 38 

King Co e, AK. 99612 

907, 497-2312 

Fax: 907, 497-2444 

e-mail: kcc@arctic.net 

IN OPPOSITION TO AN ALEUTIAN ISLAND NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY 

The King Cove Corporation strongly opposes the designation of an Aleutian Island National Marine 

Sanctuary. The Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) made the original nomination 

and it is now at National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). Although NOAA's 

nomination process clearly states that "every nomination starts at the community level" we were not 

consulted about this outside effort and we are not aware of ANY local support from our community. 

The only entity from Alaska to sign this nomination regarding the Aleutians was the Eyak Preservation 

Council, which is funded by outside environmental sources with no affiliation in the Aleutians. 

Aleuts have lived in our region for thousands of years. We understand how to use our land in a 

sustainable manner. Fishing stocks in our region are at record levels due to good stewardship by 

management agencies North Pacific Fishery Management Council (NPFMC), Alaska Department of Fish & 

Game (ADF&G) and local residents. The Aleutian Islands region is subject to a Fishery Ecosystem Plan of 

the NP FMC, one of few such plans in the nations, to provide enhanced scientific information and 

measurable indicators to evaluate and promote ecosystem health, sustainable fisheries, and vibrant 

communities in the Aleutian Island region. 

Finally, much of the Aleutian Islands (277,100 nm) is already designated as a habitat conservation area, 

and further protections are not warranted. 

The proposed sanctuary would endanger our ability to work and provide fo r our families! 

Sincerely, 

.~_j/__d 

Dean Gould, President 

IN OPPOSITION TO AN ALEUTIAN ISLAND NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY 



cc: 

National Marine Sanctuarles, William Douros, William .douros@noaa.gov 

Aleutians East Borough, Ernie Weiss, eweiss@aeboro.org 

NPFMC, Steve McLean, steve.maclean@noaa.gov 

NMFS Juneau, Sally Bibb, sally.bibb@noaa.gov 

ADF&G, Nicole Kimball, Nicole.kimball@alaska .gov 

Representative Edgmon, Rep.Bryce.Edgmon@akleg.gov 

Rep Edgmon staff, Tim Clark, Timothy.Clark@akleg.gov 

Senator Hoffman, Sen .Lyman.Hoffman@akleg.gov 

Governor Bill Walker, bill.walker@alaska.gov 

Kevin Sweeney, with Senator Murkowski's office, Kevin_sweeney@murkowski.senate.gov 

Megan Alvanna-Stimplfe, with Senator Murkowski's office, megam_alvanna­

stimplfle@murkowski.senate.gov 

Jay Sterne, w ith Senator Murkowski's office, jan_sterne@murkowski.senate.gov 

Chad Padgett with Congressman Don Young's office,chad.padgett@mail.house.gov 

Chris Fluhr with Congressman Don Young's office, chris.fluhr@mail.house.gov 

Erik Elam with Congressman Don Young's office, erik.elam@mail.house.gov 



January 13, 2015 

Native Village ofBelkofski 
P.O. Box 57 

King Cove, Alaska 99612 
Phone: 907-497-3122/Fax: 907-497-3123 

kcbtc@arcti c. net 

IN OPPOSITION TO AN ALEUTIAN ISLAND NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY 

The Native Village of Belkofski strongly opposes the designation of an Aleutian Island National 
Marine Sanctuary. The Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) made the 
original nomination and it is now at National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
Although NOAA's nomination process clearly states that "'every nomination starts at the 
community level" we were not consulted about this outside effort and we are not aware of ANY 
local support from our community. 

The only entity from Alaska to sign this nomination regarding the Aleutians was the Eyak 
Preservation Council, which is funded by outside environmental sources with no affiliation in the 
Aleutians. 

Aleuts have lived in our region for thousands of years. We understand how to use our land in a 
sustainable manner. Fishing stocks in our region are at record levels due to good stewardship by 
management agencies North Pacific Fishery Management Council (NPFMC), Alaska 
Department of Fish & Game (ADF&G) and local residents. The Aleutian Islands region is 
subject to a Fishery Ecosystem Plan of the NPFMC, one of few such plans in the nation, to 
provide enhanced scientific information and measurable indicators to evaluate and promote 
.ecosystem health, sustainable fisheries, and vibrant communities in the Aleutian Islands region. 

Finally, much of the Aleutian Islands (277, l 00 nrn2) is already designated as a habitat 
conservation area, and further protections are not warranted. 

The proposed sanctuary would endanger our ability to work and provide for our families. 

Sincerely, 

Delores Kochuten 
President 
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BOARD RESOLUTION FYlS-04 

A resolution of the Southwest Alaska Municipal Conference opposing the 
nomination of the Aleutian Islands National Marine Sanctuary 

WHEREAS, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) opened the 
nomination process for National Marine Sanctuary (NMS) designations; and 

WHEREAS, NOAA received a nomination from the Public Employees for Environmental 
Responsibility to designate waters located in Southwest Alaska as the Aleutian Islands National 
Marine Sanctuary (AINMS); and 

WHEREAS, the nomination process set out on the NOAA National Marine Sanctuary (NMS) 
website emphasizes that the nomination demonstrate broad support from a variety of 
stakeholders and interested parties; and 

WHEREAS, good government policy would dictate that the most important stakeholders and 
interested parties are residents, municipalities, communities, and businesses that due to 
proximity will be most affected by the establishment of a marine sanctuary; and 

WHEREAS, no city, borough, community or tribe in Southwest Alaska was involved in preparing 
or submitting the AINMS nomination; and 

WHEREAS, no city, borough, community or tribe in Southwest Alaska has come out in support of 
the AINMS nomination; and 

WHEREAS, to date, the Qagan Tayagungin Tribe in Sand Point, the Agdaagux Tribe in King Cove, 
the Aleutians East Borough, Akutan Traditional Council, Akutan Corporation, and the City of 
Sand Point have written letters or passed resolutions in opposition to the nomination of the 
AINMS; and 

WHEREAS, fishing and hunting activities in the AINMS nominated zone are already regulated by 
the North Pacific Fishery Management Council (NPFMC), the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game (ADFG) and the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG); and 

WHEREAS, astute management and enforcement by the NP FMC, ADFG, and USCG has created 
abundant world class fishing stocks; and 

Economic development and advocacy for Southwest Alaska 
Economic Development District (EDD) and Alaska Regional Development 

Organization (ARDOR) 

Bristol Bay 
Kod iak Island 
Pribi lof Islands 
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WHEREAS, regulation of much of the proposed AINMS is already subject to regulation of a 
Fishery Ecosystem Plan, the Marine Mammals Act, and designation as a habitat conservation 
area; and 

WHEREAS, the Aleutian Island Risk Assessment project recently recommended The Optimal 
Response System to address risks associated with increased shipping through the AINMS 
nominated area; and 

WHEREAS, further regulation ofthe vast AINMS area under National Marine Sanctuary 
designation would only lead to more confusion, conflict, and lack of clarity in the use of 
resources and support of transportation in Southwest Alaska; and 

WHEREAS, the residents of the AINMS area have proven themselves to be good stewards of the 
areas resources for thousands of years without the benefit of NMS designation and have 
registered unqualified opposition to the nomination. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Southwest Alaska Municipal Conference Board of 
Directors that it opposes the nomination of the proposed Aleutian Islands National Marine 
Sanctuary; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon passage of this resolution that it be transmitted to 
Governor Bill Walker, the Speaker of the Alaska House of Representatives, the President of the 
Alaska Senate, the NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries, Senator Lisa Murkowski, 
Senator Dan Sullivan, and Congressman Don Young. 

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Southwest Alaska Municipal Conference Board of Directors on 
this 20th day of January, 2015. 

IN WITNESS THERETO: ATTEST: 

Alice Ruby, Doug Griffi n, 
SW AMC President SW AMC Executive Director 
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