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signify by saying "aye", all opposed by saying "no11
• The "ayes" 

have it and the proposed amendment is ordered adopted. Are 
there amendments to Section 14? Mr. Barr. 

BARR: Mr. President, I have an amendment to insert after Sec­
tion 13. It is on the Secretary•s desk. 

PRESIDENT EGAN: Between Section 13 and Section 14? 

BARR: Yes, it will be a new Section 14. 

PRESIDENT EGAN: The Chi.ef Clerk may read the proposed amendment. 

CHIEF CLERK: "Page 6, line 16, atter Section 13, insert a new 
Section 14, and renumber the following sections accordingly: "An 
Attorney General shall be elected at the same time and 1n the 
same manner as the Governor, and his term of office shall be 
four years. Be shall be the chief law officer of the State, 
shall represent the State in all courts or law, and shall see 
that all laws are un1i'ormly and adequately enforced throughout 
the State. He shall be legal advisor to the Legislature and all 
State officers, and shall perform such other dut1es as may be 

· prescribed by law. He shall be responsible to the Governor and 
the Legislature tor the fa1thf'Ul performance or his duties, The 
Attorney General shall receive for his services a compensation 
fixed by the Legislature which shall not be increased or diminish­
ed during his term of ott1ce. He shall devote his full time to 
bis office and shall not receive any salary# fees or other com­
pensation from any other source. In case ot vacancy in the office 
of Attorney General tor any cause, the Governor shall appoint bis 
successor to complete the term or office with the consent ot a 
majority ot both Houses of the Legislature in joint session 
assembled, or, when not in session, a poll of the members may be 
taken by mail by the President of the Senate and Speaker of the 
House." 

PRESIDENT EGAN: . What is your pleasure, Mr. Barr? 

BARR: I move the adoption of this amendment. 

PRESIDENT EGAN: Mr, Barr moves the adoption ot the amendment. 
Is there a second to the motion? 

KNIGHT: I'll second the motion. 

PRESIDENT EGAN: Mr. Knight seconds the motion. The amendment 
is open for discussion. Mr. Barr. 

BARR: Mr. President, as this is rather a long amendment --
~ • ,. 
! 
J 
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PRESI1Th'NT FGAN: The Chair would 11\ce to make an announcement at 
this time, before you proceed, Mr. Barr. The News Miner Just 
called and Guy Rivers, brother of Vic and Ralph, was round alive 
and safe about 30 minutes ago. (Applause) He has been picked 
up and is now on his way back to Fairbanks. Mr. Barr. 

BARR: I have had placed on all the delegates' desks a mimeo­
graphed copy or the text or this amendment. It is not the com­
plete amendment showing the lines and paragraph, it is merely 
the text. It provides for the election of the attorney general, 
that is the gist ot it. He shall be elected at the same time 
and manner as the governor. He shall be legal adviser to the 
legislature and all state officers, and shall perform such other 
duties as may be prescribed by law. It outlines his duties and 
1t provides for his replacement in case there is a vacancy. Now, 
in presenting this amendment, I do not go against the thought 
of the Executive Oonunittee in that we should have a strong exe­
cutive. Some people will think so, I went along with their 
coumittee report and I still do not disagree with it; however, 
the reason I decided finally to put this amendment in was the 
fact that I met innumerable people, speaking to them privately, 

,who thought that the attorney general should be elected. In 
I fact, they stated it in broader terms, they said they would like 
J to elect more officials than the state governor, None or them 

stated that they wanted to elect as many as we have now, that 
they wanted to reduce the governor•s power, but they thought 
they should elect enough so that they felt they had a hand in 
the government themselves. I felt that if another official 
should be elected, it should be the attorney general. Why the 
attorney general? Because all these other department heads are 
there expressly to carry out the governor's program and should 
agree with him in every detail on his policy. That makes up a 
good working team. The attorney general also should work With 
the governor, he is the governor's legal counsel and the legis­
lature's legal counsel and also counsel for all the department 
heads, but he has one other duty that does not quite conform to 
the usual idea of a department head•s duty under administration 
and that is, he is called upon to interpret the law at times. 
That is a sem1jud1ciary funct1on,I would call it, although it's 
not final. It 1s a temporary decision and may be taken into the 
courts. In interpreting the law, he should be impartial. Many 
times, ot course, the governor might ask him to interpret the 
law to be sure that he is on the right ground when he proposes 
something. In case we had a governor who wanted to bulldoze 
something through anyhow, if it were a little bit questionable, 
the attorney general might feel that he was obligated to the 
governor if he were appointed and his opinion might be biased a 
little bit. I wouldn't say that he would flout the law, but he 
could be biased a little bit to either one side or the other. 
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And even if he were entirely honest and tried to ~ender an im­
partial dec1s1on, I'm afraid his conscience would hurt him a 
little bit because he was obligated to the governor and went 
against the governor's wishes, so to remove him t'rom that em­
barrassing position, I think that he should be elected. Now 
I grant you in electing any man we cannot be sure that we will 
get a good man, and on the other hand, by appointment we cannot 
insure that we will get a good man, but I believe that if we 
are going to elect another official because the people want it, 
then it should be the attorney general. 

PRESIDENT EOAN: Any further discussion? Mr. Marston. 

MARSTON: Mr. President, if my recollection is right, in the past 
14 years that I have definite recollection ot, there have been 
only two attorney generals and the reason is that they just oan•t 
get attorneys to run for that Job. I 1 d want to know that there 
are attorneys that will step up and lend theDLSelves to be elect­
ed to that job before we pass on this. I have no argument with 
the mover of this amendment., Mr. Barr., except that is information 
that I would lilce to have. Maybe we have some lawyers here that 
could enl1{9lten me on that. 

PRESIDENT EGAN: Mr. Hellenthal. 

HELLENTHAL: Mr. President, I think I could answer that. All the 
lawyers that favor the amendment will probably stand up, and 
those who don•t will sit down. (Laughter) · 

PRESIDENT EGAN: The Convention will come to order. Is there 
further discussion of the proposed amendment? Mr. Nolan. 

NOLAN: Mr. President, at a meeting that I had., I think there 
were 12 people there on an hour and a half's notice, that was 
the one thing they were unanimous on. They wanted the attorney 
general elected by the people. They seem to think it was the 
one independent arm that they would have, and for that reason 
they were unanimous that the attorney general should be elected, 
and therefore I think I will support Mr. Barr's amendment. 

PRESIDENT EGAN: Mr. McLaughlin. 

McLAUGHLIN: Mr. President., I voted against the governor and 
secretary of state as oo-runners on the belief that we had 
merely one elective ofrice 1n the executive arm and that would 
suffice, because my other voting had been predicated> and other 
proposals had been predicated, on that belier we were going to 
have a strong executive. This is merely the introduction to 
other offices. I notice we have a Delegate Proposal No. 45 sub­
mitted by Mr. Barr, and we have a Delegate Proposal No. 44 also, 

,. 
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providing for the election of n conunissioner of labor. If we 
yield ground in one respect., we might ae well elect our com­
missioner of welfare., our cor.unissioner of education, and having 
provided those., I feel that we should go right down the list 
and completely dissipate the theory upon which the voting has 
taken place. It was with reluctance that I even voted in favor 
of the seoretary of state as a co-runner for the governor. I 
am violently opposed to the election or the attorney general. 
I don't think the election or him accomplishes any purpose. 
The blunt fact is that there ~a a general misconception as to 
the function of the attorney general. The attorney general is 
a lawyer and his opinion is the equivalent of any other lawyer•s. 
It can be attactced. Any recorrmendation he makes, if acted upon, 
can always be attacked in the courts by private citizens. His 
opinion is worth the paper it is written upon. It's impressive 
upon the state and the officials are bound by it until some 
irate taxpayer attacks it and the actions taken under the 
authority of it, and the courts can promptly overrule it. There 
is a lllisconcept1on about the function of the attorney general, 
his functions are not quasi-judicial. He is another attorney 
g1v1ng an opinion, and if you could assure yourselves that he 
would have the wisdom of a deus, those lawyers don•t exist in 

'Alaska as it has been evidenced by the variety of opinions ex­
pressed here before this body. I do oppose it., I think it we 
are going to have an attorney general, the power should be vested 
in the governor to appoint him, and that is without any screening 
by any judicial council or anything ot the sort. It you•re going 
to elect him, elect him, but by and large it you•re creating a 
strong executive, then give him the power to appoint his own 
attorney general. The discrepancy has been pointed out in New 
York under the series,, Governors and Administration ot New York, 
which is put out under the American Commonwealth Series., It•s 
pointed out that because or the fact that the attorney general 
is an elective office under the constitution, that is, the 
governor, in substance, haa to rely on a legislative act passed 
in 1900 authorizing him to have private counsel. You•re putting 
a diverse and possibly a discordant element into the executive 
branch. It isn•t necessary. The courts can protect the govern­
ment from the opinions or an attorney general appointed by the 
governor, and that attorney general does, in a sense, bear the 
same relationship to the governor aa any attorney bears to his 
private client. It is an attorney-client relationship and the 
relationship has to be based on faith and personal selection. 
I would strongly recommend that there be no other elective 
offices in the state. 

PRESIDENT EGAN: Mr. Barr. 

BARR: ~tr. President, may I be allowed to close? 

... .. 
~ 
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PRESIDENT EGAN: If there is no other person who wishes to be 
beard. Mr. Stewart. 

STEWART: Mr. President, may I ask Mr. McLaughlin a question? 

PRESIDENT EGAN: You may., Mr. Stewart. 

STEWART: Is it your idea that the attorney general, as such, 
he is or should act as the counsel for the legislature, as well 
as for the executive? 

McLAUGHLIN: He should., 1n substance, act as counsel for the 
legislature. In many respects, you also have the unusual cir­
cumstance where the attorney general is of one party and the 
legislature is predominantly of another party. 

STEWART: He may have, to give deo1a1ons in one case that might 
favor the executive and in another case might favor the legis­
lature? 

McLAUGHLIN: That• s right. 

·STEWAR'l': I think that is an unwholesome situation, and should 
be c~rreoted by having the attorney general purely and simply 
the adviser for the executive. 

PRESIDENT EGAN: Mr. Ralph Rivers. 

R. RIVERS: Mr. President, this has developed to the point where 
I want to say a few words. I wasn•t going to., but when I waa 
attorney general, that office was legislative counsel tor the 
legislature, advised the members ot the legislature, advised the 
various adm1n1strat1ve deputments under the governor, and 
advised the governor, and wrote legal opinions interpreting the 
law. Since that time the legislature bas created a Legislative 
Council, that Legi~lative Council has a political scientist in 
charge, Jae le McKay. It could very well have a lawyer and ia 
authorized to en8a~e uny legal services that may be required. 
The legislature has full power to hire all the legal assistance 
it needs during the S1!3ij1ona so that I believe that Mr. St~wart•s 
thought is well talcen, that the attorney general will be the 
attorney for the executive arm of the government and that if we 
have the governor appoint an attorney general, he 1s not going 
to be the adviser to the legislature nor the drafter or leg1sla­
t1ve bills. Now, he may draft proposed legislation for the 
administrative departments. If the department or health wants 
a bill, the governor will tell the attorney general to get out 
a good bill or the commissioner of health, or as the case may be. 
They'll fall back on the attorney general ror some bill drafting 

1 
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~or the governmental departments, but the legislature from now 
on and under this setup, 1a not goin~ to have the attorney 
general doin~ its bill drafting. It's going to have its own 
legal counsel. The present Attorney General, because or the 
press of business, gave up being legislative counsel for the 
legislature three years ago and told them they were too busy 
and were just looking after the executive department, and that 
they were to fii'llre out how to get their own bills drafted. 
Two years ago that situation got so acute that the Legislative 
Council was created and it serves a very useful need, but I 
think that Mr. McLaughlin actually emphasized the wrong answer 
when he said that bhe attorney general would be the counsel for 
the legislature as well as for the executive arm, because under 
the present development with Legislative Council, he Will be 
the attorney for the executive branch and the legislature can 
take care of itself. I might also sa:y that I wrestled with this, 
I started out advocating that the attorney general be elected, 
but I wrestled With it, I told Mr. Barr that I felt the wa:y he 
did four or f1ve days ago. Because of my doubts though, I have 
talked to many people, they have said 11' you are going to let 
the governor's administration be held responsible for the conduct 

.of that administration, you have got to at least give the 
governor an attorney or his own choice. Under this setup he 
might get an attorney of the opposite political faith. He might 
get one of his own party who is either inadequate or who is 
hostile to him, or who doe~n•t see eye-to-eye with him. In 
either case, the governor could say at the end or his term, 11' 
thinga haven't gone well, "We had a good program but that attor­
ney general you foisted upon me wrecked our program." There 
again, you have got passing the buck ae to who was to blame 
because things didn•t go well. Now then, if we want to be sure 
that the strong executive who is going to have the responsibility 
of carrying out a successful administration is going to get the 
blame if he doesn't have a successful administration, let us 
not give him any outs. Let's not take him off the hook by giv­
~ng him an attorney general that he can put the blame on. 

PRESIDENT EGAN: Mr. Robertson. 

nODE1TSON: Mi•. P1•eaidcnt, I don't intend being an applicant for 
'the _9osition o.£' attol•ne:v general either by appointment or elec­
t J.on., l>ut I rlou ' t qutte 3ee Delegate Marston•s point that there 
nr e 110 atto;."neys 1.t'l the Terri tol"y who are willing to run to be 
elected attorney general. I can't see how there would be any 
a.ttorneya who uould he w:1.111ng to accept the appointment. I 
support Mr. DD.·r•i• 1 3 poa1t1on :ln this matter. I, too, am in favor 
ot' ::i st~ronG C?XecutJve, but I don•t think that the mere fact that 
l1ecause under t !'le appointive aystem of governorships that the 
governor virtually has no powers> that we should let that carry 
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us too far away. I think that it is a good thing for the people, 
to have their own elected attorney general who can check the 
legislation which the governor proposes to introduce and have 
introduced, and for that reason I am going to vote for this 
amendment. 

BARR: Mr. President, may I close now? 

PRESIDENT EGAN: You mq, Mr. Barr. 

BARR: I was also going to answer Colonel Marston much as Mr. 
Robertson did. If latr.,ers aren't available, they aren•t avail­
able period. Mr. Rivera was talking about an entirely different 
thing. He mentioned our present Legislative Council. There is 
not a lawyer 1n charge. They do draft bills for the legislature. 
They have taken over a duty which the attorney general formerly 
did, that is as it should be. There is a lot or detailed work 
there, but it 1sn•t legal work. It the legislature wants to ask 
a legal opinion, they will not go to our political science ex­
perts, they will go to the attorney general. Now he also stated 
that if an attorney general of the opposite political party 
were elected, the governor could pass the buck and say, "Well, 
you people see what you saddled me with here. I couldn't do 
anything. He wouldn't let me." Well, if there was an attorney 
general of the opposite political party there, he would make the 
governor toe the line pretty well as far as the law was concern­
ed. All the governor could say to the people is., 11You see that 
attorney general, he made me conform with the law. 11 That I s all 
this is designed to do. It 1sn 1t supposed · to restrict his 
actions otherwise, just to conform With the law. Now, as MI-. 
McLaughlin said, because he was the legal counsel for the 
governor period, that this would not accomplish any particular 
purpose. It will accomplish several purposes. It is up to you 
people to decide how important they are. It might provide a 
little brake on the governor if he wants to go too far. It he 
wanto to ~ver-step the law Just a little bit, b~t the principal 
purpose .1.t .1as, the principal obJect1ve it will achieve is that 
it Will allow the people to have more hand in the government and 
that is what we want. 

PRFSIDENT EGAN: Mr. Hellenthal. 

HELLENTHAL: I request a roll call on this vote and will raise 
my hand to indicate that request. Under these rules, 10 people 
have to --

PRESIDENT EGAN: No, that rule failed of passage. 

HELLENTHAL: Oh, I see. 
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PRESIDENT EGAN: The question·1s, "Shall the proposed amendment 
as offered by Mr. Barr be adopted by the Convention?" The 
Chiet Clerk will call the roll. 

(The Chief Clerk called the roll with the following result: 

Yeas: 12 - Barr, Collins, H. Fischer, Laws, McNealy, 
Metcalf, Nolan, Robertson, Smith, Sweeney, 
Taylor, Walsh. 

Nays: 40 - Armstrong, Awes, Doswell, Buckalew, Cooper, 
Cross, Davis, Doogan, Enlberc, V. Fischer, Gray, 
Harris, Hellenthal, Hermann, Hilscher, Hinckel, 

· Hurley, Johnson, Kilcher, King, Knight, Lee, 
Londborg, Mccutcheon, McLaughlin, McNees, 
Marston, Nerland, Nordale, Peratrovich, Poulsen, 
Reader, Riley, R. Rivers, V. Rivers, Rosswog, 
Stewart, Sundborg, White, Mr. President. 

Absent: 3 - Coghill, VanderLeeat, Wien.) 

CHIEF CLERK: 12 yeas, 40 nays,and 3 absent. 

PRESIDENT EGAN: So the "nays" have 1t and the proposed amendment 
has tailed of adoption. Mr. Barr. 

BARn: Mr. Presideut, I had another amendment which I had intend­
ed introducing providing for the election or a comm1sa1oner or 
labor. .t would just litce to state that the reason for that was 
that without destroying the p\lwers of a strong executive., I 
thought the people would l!lce to have a number of officials 
elected someplace between the number or two and four# but I can 
see that this body does not believe that that should be done. 

McCUTCHEON: Point of order, Mr. President. 

PRESIDENT EGAN: Your point or order, Mr. Mccutcheon. 

McCUTCHEON: Isn 1t Mr. Barr speaking to a matter ot personal 
privilege? 

PRESIDENT EGAN: Do you ask to speak on a matter of personal 
privilege, Mr. Barr? 

BARR: Yes, I will, if the tape is left on. 

HURLEY: I' 11 move that Mr. Barr be allowed to speak on a matter 
of personal privilege. 

r, 

' . \ 
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PRESIDENT EGAN: If there is no objection, the rules will be 
suspended and Mr. Darr may have the floor on personal privilege. 

BARR: I want to explain that since it is very clearly the in­
tention of this body to have two elected officials, there is no 
point in me introducing this other amendment and holding up 
proceedings. I never intend to hold up proceedings at all. I 
realize the shortness or time here, so I Will not 1ntroduce 
that amendment at this time, although in my own heart, I believe 
that we should have an attorney general and commissioner of 
labor elected. 

PRESIDENT EGAN: Mr. Sundborg. 

SUNIBORG: Mr. President, I believe this would be an appropriate 
place to bring up the matter which has been bothering our Com­
mittee on Style and Dl'aft1ng, if I may have the floor on that 
matter. 

PRESIDENT EGAN: Yes, if there 1a no objection., you may have the 
floor. · 

· SUNIEORO: I would like to know if' we are creating anywhere in 
this constitution the office ot the attorney general? And I 
ask it because 1n our article on direct legislation there is a 
provision that petitions tor referendum and recall and the like, 
shall be filed with the attorney general who shall certify it 
to its sutt1c1enoy as to form, etc. Since we have not created 
that office, and I don't believe we should do it by indirection 
by assigning duties to the man whose office has not been crea~ed, 
I would like to be recognized at the end of this statement under 
the item of personal privilege, to make a motion and the motion 
would be that the rules be suspended and the Conunittee on Style 
and Drafting be instructed to make a substantive amendment in 
the article on direct legislation to provide that wherever the 
words "attorney general" appear, that they be changed to 
11 secretaey of state". I wonder if all of you recognize what 
the problem is. I think we have now agreed that in the execu­
tive department we are going to have one other officer at least, 
besides the governor. He will be called the aecretaey or state. 
I wonder if all or you recognize what the problem 1s. I think 
we have now agreed that in the executive department we are going 
to have one other officer at least besides the governor. He 
Will be called the secretary or state. It ocaUI'l'ed to us in 
Style and Dratting that it would be entirely proper that the 
secretary ot state should be the officer or the state With whom 
petitions under the initiative and under the referendum should 
be filed, that 11' he required legal services in order to satisfy 
himself that they were sutt1c1ent as to form, etc., he could get 
them from whatever officer of the state might be provided by 



~ ,. 

· ! 

ler,:.i. slation or otherwise fo.1.• that purpose, but I thlnlc we are 
p1"oha1Jly 01.?ing .:.ncons:\ ~tent and maybe we are mak:ln5 a m1stalce 
1!' wu set u..-:, dutJ.es for an of·Cicial called the "attorney 
u;on~:-~l:l 11 anrl r.:on' t net up the o:ff:1.ce itself :l.n the constitution. 

p ~m~;i Jli:N'L' .EGAN : l,Ir. Barr. 

BAR~: Mr. President, believing as Mr. Sundborg does 

v. RIVEnS: Point of order, Mr. President. 

?RESIDENT EGAN: Your point or order., Mr. Rivers. 

1/. RIVERS: Mr. Sundborg was tal\cing under personal privilege. 

BARR: Excuse me. 

SUNDBORG: I w:1.11 r1ow, Mr. President, I am at the end of my 
statement under personal privilege, am I recognized to make a 
motion? 

PaESIDENT EGAN: You are, if there is no obJection, Mr. Sundborg. 

V. RIVS:lS: I object . I wish to make a statement £1rst. 

PRESIDENT EGAN: Mr. Victor !livers. 

V. RIVERS: Under personal privilege, there was a minority 
group in the Committee who felt that the attorney general should 
be mentloned in the executive article and that rather than have 
any individual who llad obligations to repay to the governor or 
l'lad ravorB to receive from the governor by reason or political 
support, that he should have a certain amount or screening, he 
should not be lir.tited to one individual. Now I have an amend­
ment ava1ln.ble as we cet to the end of Section 14 which would 
cov~r that, if the body so decides to adopt it, or if the 
deliire to wipe out the screening principle, it still would 
covei- the appo:lnt:tve attorney general and the method by whlch 
he mi~ht or might not be removed from office. The present 
e:r.ecutlve artlcle 1s identical in the matter oi' not mentioning 
the attorney i;eneral., 1t is 1rlent1cal with the State or 1Jawa11 
Conotitution in that they also did not set up an attorney 
eeneral speciftcally, they allowed the departments to be 
eatabl ished as .;,e have done here, but in order to carry out the 
consJ~t "?r:r.ii L O connection wjth the .rnot that we have mentjonerl 
certain ,ittt •. o:., or the attorney rteneral, we have eot prepared, 
or M1~. llarr ls and I have prepared he1"e .an amendment fol' d1scua­
s1on cover:1.n~ that point. 

I 
I 
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Constitjtional Convention 
Journal 40 Approved ___________ _ 

ALASKA CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

JOURNAL FOR THE FIFTIETH CONVENTION DAY, Wednesday, January 11, 1956 

The Convention was c3lled to order by President Egan at 9!00 a.m. 

The Invocation was given by ReveIWliiJames Gamble ot the Pentacostal 
Holiness Church. 

• Roll call showed all present except Mr. VanderLeest, who was absent 
because of illness. 

The President declared a quorum present. 

Mrs. Sweeney suggested that the delegates wait and arise after the 
full introduction of the minister giving the Invocation. The President 
asked the delegates to keep the suggestion in mind. 

Mr. Doogan :isked un-:inimous consent for the approval or tl?E Journal 
of the ~Sth day, with the !ollowing correction~ page 4, after the words 
"Attar Receslfl, insert the following paragraph: nMr. Hellenthal asked 
unanimoua consent to withdraw his amendment. There being no objection 
1:t was so ordered." 

· The President referred Committee Proposal No. 7 to the Committee 
~n Engrossment and Enrollment ~ince the reconsideration votashad not 
been called the previous Convention day. 

·b Mrs. Hennann submitted the report or the Nome hearings which would 
e placed on file. 

8 President Egan called for amendments to Committee Proposal No. 5, 
ection 15. 

J Mr. Sundborg moved and 1sked unanimous consent for the adoption 
~fl the following amendment t~ Section 15, page 5~ strike all or line 

and the first two words on line 22 and insert in lieu thereof the • itrcla "although vetoed it. Strike all or lines 24' and 25 on page 5; 
, 1 

8 nes l, 2 and 3 on page 6 and the word 0 entitled0 on line 4 of page 6. 
econded by Mr. Kilcher. 

v After discussion by Mr. Sundborg, Mr. White, Mr.Mccutcheon and Mr. 
'tSh Rivers, the President called for the question. The question being 
'ln all the proposed amendment 3S offered by Mr. Sundborg be adopted?", 

Voice vote the <llllendment failed. 

50th Day, Wednesday, Jan. 11, 1956 ... _ ..... _______ _ 

; 
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Yeas: 

Nays: 

Absent: 

-: 12 -

11 - Coghill, Cross, V. Fischer, Hermann, Hinckel, McNealy, 
Nolan, a. Rivers, V. Rivers, Taylor, Mr. President 

42 - Armstrong, Awes, Barr, Boswell, Buckalew, Collins, 
Cooper, Davis, Doogan, F.mberg, H. Fischer Gray 
Harris, Hellenthal, Hurley, Johnson, Kilcher, King, 
Knight, Laws, Lee; Londborg, Mccutcheon, McLaughlin, 
McNees, Marston, Metcalf, Nerls.nd, Nordale, Pera­
trovich1 Poulsen, Reader, Riley, Robertson, Rosswog, 
Smith, ~tewart, Sundborg, Sweeney, Walsh, White, 
Wien 

2 - Hilscher~ VanderLeest 

and so the amendment failed. 

Mr. V. Rivers rose to speak on a matter of p~rsonal privilege. 

Mr. V. Rivers asked unanimous consent to revert tO' the introduction 
of CoJllllittee reports. There being no objection, it was so ordered. 

Mr. v. Rivers presented the following report of the Executive 
CoDUDittee: 

"The Committee on the Executive Branch met on January 10 to 
consider Delegate Proposal No. 44, which would provide for the 
election of the Commissioner of Labor, 3?1d Delegate Pro~sal No. 
J..6 which would provide for the election of the Attorney General. 
liie Committee members in attendance at the meeting voted as follows 
on these proposals: 

Delegate Proposal 44: 

Do Pass: 
Do Not Pass: 

Delegate Barr 
Delegates Boswell, 
Harris, Nordale, and 
V. Rivers 

Delegate Proposal 46: 

Do Pass: Delegate Barr 
Do Not Pass: Delegates Boswell, 

Harris, and Nordale 

No Recommendation: Delegate v. Rivers 

The report was ordered filed. 

--
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Mr. Barr asked what becomes of the proposals referred to in the 
report. 

The President stated that the Committee had rejected the proposals. 

Mr. Barr stated he believed that the Convention should have some 
right to express itself on these proposals. 

The President advised that because of the nature of the report he 
could only order that it be filed. 

Mr. Riley st~ted that Mr. Barr was not foreclosed from offering 
amendments to Committee Proposals at the proper time, using t~e 
proposals rejected by the Committee. 

The President agreed with the Chairman of the Rules Committee and 
advised Mr. Barr that it would be proposed to offer amendments at the 
time the Committee Proposals were considered. 

Mr. Sundborg moved the adoption of the following amendment: 

, , 
; 

Section ) , page 1, line 17, delete "fourth" and insert 'ffirst 11 : 
line 16, delete "January, unless otherwise provided by law" and insert 
~December". Mr. v. Fischer seconded. After discussion by Mr. Sundborg, 
Mr. Peratrovich, Mr. R. Rivers, Mr. Hellenthal, Mr. White, Mr. Davis, 
Mr. Hinckel, Mr. Mccutcheon and Mr. Johnson the question was called. On 
voice vote the amendment failed. 

i 
Mr. Riley requested a two~minute recess. There being no objection, 

twas so ordered. 

Mr. F.mberg moved the adoption of the following amendment: Section 
S, line 8, delete word "hold" and substitute "be nominated, elected, or 
appointed to". Mr. White seconded. On voice vote the amendment was 
0 rdered adopted. 

Mr. Hurley moved the adoption or the following amendment: Section 
S, J>age 2, strike the second sentence. Mr. Mccutcheon rose to a point 
of order that the amendment had ~lready been considered. Mr. Sundborg 
:conded and stated that this matter had not been considered previously. 
oh· Hurley spoke on the !lDlendment. Mr. McNees ~sked for a ruling ot the 

air on the point of order, 

Poi ?he President stated that he believed Mr. Mccutcheon withdrew his 
nt of order when he discussed it with Mr. Sundborg. 

th After Mr. Riley and Mr. Mccutcheon spoke, Mr. Taylor moved to amend 
0b8 amendment by striking the last sentence in Section 5. Mr. Sundborg 
lib-jected. Mr. McNealy aeconded. After Mr. Sundborg and Mr. Riley spoke, 

• Taylor asked unanimous consent to withdraw his amendment to the 
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Constitutional Co,vention 
Delegate Proposal 45 
Referred to the Committee 
on the Executive Branch 
and to the Comittee on 
the Judiciary 
January 9, 19;6 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF ALASKA 

DELEGATE PROPOSAL NO. ltS 

Introduced by Frank Barr 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

RESOLVED, that the following be agreed upon 

as part of the Alaska State Constitution: 

1 Section 1. An Attorney General shall be elected at 

2 the same time. and in the same manner as the Governor, and 

3 his term of o.ffice shall be four years. He shall be the 

4 chief law officer of the State, shall represent the State 

5 in all courts or law, and shall see that all laws are uni-

6 formly and adequately enforced throughout the State. 

7 Section 2. He shall be legal advisor to the Legislature 

8 and all State officers, and shall p("I ... "-:·, such other dutiea 

9 as may be prescribed by law. He shall be responsible to the 

10 Governor and the Legislature for the faithful performance 

11 of his duties. 

12 Section 3. The Attorney General shall receive for his 

l) services a compensation fixed by the Legislature which shall 

14 not be increased or diminished during his term of office. He 

15 shall devote his full time to his office and shall not re-·· 

16 ceive any,salary, fees or other compensation from any other 

17 source. 
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l Section 4. In case of vacancy in the office of Attorney 

2 General £or any cause, the Governor shal.l appoint his · 

3 successor to complete the term of office with the consent 

4 of a majority of both Houses of the Legislature in joint 

; session assembled, or, when not in session, a poll of the 

6 members may be taken by mail by the President of the Senate 

7 and Speaker of the House. 
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REPORT OP THE COMllITTBE ON EXECUTIVE BRANCH ON DELEGATE 
PROPOSALS 44, 45, and 46. 

There 1a no cow or this report 1n the files. The 
Journal ot January 11, 1956, ahowa the tolloWing as the 
report: 

"'!he Oomm.1 ttee on the Bxecut1 ve Branch met on 
January 10 to oona1der Delegate Proposal No. 44, 
which woUld proV1de tor the election of the 
comm1,a1oner of Labor, and Delegate Proposal 
No. 46, which woUld provide tor the election ot 
the Attorney General. The Committee members 1n 
attendance at the meeting voted as follows on 
these proposals: 

Delegate iroposal 44: 

Do Paaa: 
Do Not Pass: 

Delegate Barr 
Delegates Boswell, 
Barria, Nordale, and 
V. Rivers 

Delegate Proposal 46: 

Do Pass: 
Do Not Pass: 

No Recommendation: 

Delegate Barr 
Delegates Boswell, 
Harris, and Nordale 
Delegate V. R1 vers., 

-~-------~----~-~--~-----
[The two proposals are No. 44 and No. 45, and not No. 46.] 
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Home> Bethel DA firing : Is it time for Alaska to elect attorneys general? 

Donald Craig Mitchell 
February 28, 2015 
Main Image: 
Alaskan justice [11 

Forty-three of the 50 states elect their attorney general. That fact crossed my mind 
recently when the Alaska Dispatch News reported that, at the direction of Gov. Bill 
Walker, Richard Svobodny, the deputy attorney general who supervises the criminal 
division at the Department of Law, flew to Bethel from Juneau to hand-deliver a 
letter to Bethel District Attorney June Stein [2J in which Gov.Bill Walker fired Stein 
without the professional courtesy of telling her why. 

I do not know Stein. But I know Myron Angstman, who began practicing law in 
Bethel more than 40 years ago when I did, and who still practices there. When he 
heard that Walker had fired Stein, Myron told Bethel public media outlet KYUK [3J 

that in his dealings with her he had found Stein to be a "hard-working" and 
"competent" attorney. I also know that for every district attorney, Bethel is a difficult 
and depressing duty station. In 197 4 when Myron and I arrived in Bethel, there was 
one district attorney. Today, in addition to Stein, six others are needed to handle 
caseloads that collectively document the extent to which Bethel and the surrounding 
villages are riven with domestic violence, child sexual abuse, violent assaults, and, 
most recently again in Bethel , yet another completely senseless alcohol-fueled 
murder. 

The fact that Walker refused to explain to Stein [4J why her performance working in 
those conditions was so substandard that he had decided to fire her is particularly 
troubling because, according to AON, the governor may have fired Stein for no 
reason other than that a Bethel attorney named James Valcarce, a campaign 
contributor and member of the Walker transition team who dislikes Stein, asked him 
to. 

Equally troubling, Walker told AON that a "number of people" other than Valcarce 
had complained to him about Stein. But the governor pointedly refused to identify 
those people or explain their complaints. 

That reeks of Star Chamber caprice and unfairness. 

http://www.adn.com/print/article/20150228/bethel-da-firing-it-time-alaska-el. .. 3/1/2015 
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Was Myron Naneng, the president of the Bethel-based Association of Village 
Council Presidents, one of the complainers? Was Julie Kitka, the president of the 
Alaska Federation of Natives, another? And would Walker have inserted himself as 
deeply into a department personnel matter about staffing a Bush office as he did 
without consulting Lt. Gov. Byron Mallett, whom the governor has given a virtual 
blank check to oversee rural policy for his administration? 

While I do not know the answers to those questions, hopefully AON and Alaska 
Public Media will do their jobs and find them. 

But so far in the story of Stein's firing absolutely no mention has been made of the 
individual who should have been at the center of the story: Alaska Attorney General 
Craig Richards. 

According to a former Alaska attorney general of my acquaintance, "If the governor 
receives a complaint about a district attorney the proper protocol is for the governor 
to refer the complaint to the attorney general. The attorney general then 
investigates the complaint. If the complaint is valid, the attorney general counsels 
the district attorney if he or she has been departing from Department of Law policy, 
transfers the district attorney to another office, or in a really bad case terminates the 
district attorney from his or her employment. But the termination comes from the 
attorney general. Not the governor." 

Richards, who is Walker's former law partner, apparently did none of that. Why 
didn't he? 

When Alaska was a territory the attorney general was an elected public official. And 
during the Alaska Constitutional Convention, Fairbanks delegate Frank Barr offered 
an amendment whose passage would have continued that practice by having the 
new state's attorney general "elected at the same time and in the same manner as 
the governor." 

When he explained his amendment, Barr told the other delegates that if the attorney 
general was appointed by, and served at the pleasure of, the governor, and the 
governor "wanted to bulldoze something through" that was "a little bit 
questionable, the attorney general might feel that he was obligated to the governor 
if he were appointed, and his opinion might be biased a little bit. I wouldn't say he 
would flout the law, but he could be biased a little bit to either one side or the other. 
And even if he were entirely honest and tried to render an impartial decision, I'm 
afraid his conscience would hurt him a little bit because he was obligated to the 
governor and went against the governor's wishes, so to remove him from that 
embarrassing position, I think that he should be elected." 

A majority of the delegates did not find that rationale persuasive, and they rejected 
Barr's amendment by a vote of 12 to 40. As a consequence, since statehood the 
attorney general of Alaska has been appointed by the governor and has served at 
the governor's pleasure. 

http://www.adn.com/print/article/20150228/bethel-da-firing-it-time-alaska-el... 3/1/2015 
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If he had been an elected public official, would Attorney General Avrum Gross have 
signed off as easily as he did on Gov. Jay Hammond's flagrantly unconstitutional 
scheme to base the amount of each Alaska Permanent Fund dividend check on the 
number of years each Alaskan has lived in the state? Would Attorney General 
Bruce Botelho have had one legal position regarding tribal sovereignty when he 
served at Gov. Wally Hickel's pleasure and then the opposite position when he 
served Gov. Tony Knowles? And would Richards have allowed Walker to fire a 
department employee for reasons that may or may not have been blatantly 
political without affording that employee notice of, and an opportunity to refute, the 
complaints that had been made against her? 

Those queries have nothing to do with Gross and Botelho, who are friends of mine, 
or with Richards, whom I do not know but who people whose opinions I respect tell 
me is a good man and a journeyman attorney. 

Rather, they have to do with the structure of the Alaska Constitution. And they raise 
the question of whether a majority of delegates voted wrong when they rejected 
Barr's amendment at the constitutional convention to elect the attorney general. 

If they voted wrong that is a mistake the Alaska Legislature can rectify by putting 
Barr's amendment to the state Constitution on the ballot in 2016 in order to let 
Alaska voters decide for themselves whether they want to elect their attorney 
general. 

Whether the Legislature should do that merits public discussion. And the time to 
begin that discussion is during the soon to be held hearings the Senate and House 
Judiciary Committee hearings on Richards' confirmation. 

Donald Craig Mitchell is an attorney in Anchorage. From 1977 to 1993, Mitchell 
was vice president, then general counsel for the Alaska Federation of Natives in 
Washington, D. C. He is the author of "Sold American: The Story of Alaska Natives 
and Their Land" and "Take My Land Take My Life: The Story of Congress's Historic 
Settlement of Alaska Native Land Claims," which the Alaska Historical Society 
recognized in 2006 as two of the most important books ever written about the 
history of Alaska. 

The views expressed here are the writer's own and are not necessarily endorsed by 
Alaska Dispatch News, which welcomes a broad range of viewpoints. To submit a 
piece for consideration, email commentary(at)alaskadispatch.com fsJ. 

Source URL: http://www.adn.com/article/20150228/bethel-da-firing-it-time-alaska-elect-attorneys­
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Constitutional Amendment Summary 1966-2004 Proposed 
Amendment Titles & Vote Counts 

Election Subject of Amendment 
Date 

Provisions Affected Resolution 
Number 

Votes For Votes Against 

Voting on Constitutional 
8/22/74 Amendments at General Article Xill, Section 1 

Elections 

11/02/76 Action on Veto of Bills Article II, Sections 9 and 16 

11/02/76 Authorize Permanent Fund Article IX, Sections 7 and 15 

11/02/82 
Veterans' Housing Bond 

Article IX, Section 8 
Authority 

11/02/82 
Changes in Commission on 

Article IV, Section 10 
Judicial Qualifications 

11/02/82 L' ·r A · f In Article IX, Section 16; Article XV, Sections 26-um mg ppropna 10n creases 
28 

11/06/84 Limit Length of Legis. Session Article II, Section 8 

HJR 20 (1973) 

HJR 11 (1975) 

HJR 39 (1976) 

HJR 71 (1982) 

HJR 32 (1981) 

SJR 4 (1981) 

HJR2 (1984) 

56,017 

71,829 

75,588 

111 ,460 

123,172 

110,669 

150,999 

20,403 

39,980 

38,518 

69,497 

53,424 

71 ,531 

46,099 



Constitutional Amendment Summary 1966-2004 Proposed 
Amendment Titles & Vote Counts 

Election 
Subject of Amendment Provisions Affected 

Resolution 
Votes For Votes Against 

Date Number 
• 11 -:~ .• • i)1~;:irT1.i.1~'h'lrA· :A ~ 1,.i;,;; iM·A~•i+ .~.ft'·.~-.'~·:._.;.(\~--' '_.:.;.1,r · .--:_ : ... ·~~: J~. "·-- .• ,r,~ .! -~- ~-~··, '.;~ .... -, .· ";.""i._•.,:,'.. > .::,: 

11/08/88 

11/06/90 

11/08/94 

11/08/94 

11/05/96 

11/03/98 

11/03/98 

11/02/04 

Resident Hiring Preference 

Budget Reserve Fund 

Individual Right to Keep and 
Bear Arms 

Rights of Crime Victims 

Voter Approval of Changes to 
Statehood Act 

Definition of Marriage 

Redistricting 

Requirements for Initiative & 
Referendum 

Article I, Section 23 HJR 18 (1988) 

Article IX, Section 17 SJR 5 (1990) 

Article I, Section 19 SJR 39 (1994) 

Article I, Sections 12, 24 HJR 43 (1994) 

Article XII, Section 14 SJR 3 (1996) 

Article I, Section 25 SJR 42 (1998) 

Article VI, Sections 1-11; Article XI, Section 3; HJR 44 (1998) 
Article XIV, Sections 1-3; Article XV, Section 29 

··:b~1.i 

Article XI, Section 3 HJR 5 (2004) 

Proposed amendments highlighted in red did not gain voter approval. 

,,. ,-l. - . ,_.,. 

94,299 

162,997 31,650 

124,280 63,307 

153,300 57,636 

178,858 27,641 

157,936 71,082 

152,965 71,631 

110,768 101,686 

149,236 139,642 



Current Governors and Attorneys General 

State Governor Attorney General Method of Selection 
Alabama Robert Bentley (R) Luther Strange (R) ,Q. Elected 

Alaska Bill Walker (I) ) CraigW. Richardf'CR)) • Appointed by Governor 

Arizona Doug Ducey (R) Mark Bmovich (R) Elected 

Arkansas Asa Hutchinson (R) Leslie Rutledge (R) Elected ~' 

California Jerry Brown (D) Kamala Harris (D) Elected 

Q \ Colorado John Hickenlooper (D) Cynthia Coffinan (R) Elected 

Connecticut Dan Malloy (D) George Jepsen (D) Elected 

Delaware Jack Markell (D) Matthew Denn (D) Elected ' Florida Rick Scott (R) Pam Bondi (R) Elected 

Georgia Nathan pe,1.(R) SamOlens(RL Elected 

Hawaii David l~e (D) ) Douglas Chin tp)) Appointed b)' Governor 

Idaho C.L. "BUll:tl""'Otter (R) Lawrence Wasden (R) Elected 

Illinois Bruce Rauner (R) Lisa Madigan (D) Elected 

Indiana Mike Pence (R) Greg Zoeller (R) Elected 

Iowa Terry Branstad (R) Thomas John Miller (D) Elected 

Kansas Sam Brownback (R) Derek Schmidt (R) Elected 

Kentucky Matt Bevin (D) Andy Beshear (D) Elected -
Louisiana John Bel Edwards (D) Jeff Landry (R) ~ ed " ' Maine Paul LePage (R) Janet Mills (D) ( Elected by Legislature / 
Maryland Larry Hogan (R) Brian Frosh (D) - -· .---

Massachusetts Charlie Baker (R) Maura Healey (D) Elected 

Michigan Rick Snyder (R) Bill Schuette (R) Elected 

Minnesota Mark Dayton (D) Lori Swanson (D) Elected 

Mississippi Phil Bryant (R) Jim Hood (D) Elected 

Missouri Jay Nixon (D) Chris Koster (D) Elected 

Montana Steve Bullock (D) TimFox(R) Elected 

Nebraska Pete Ricketts (R) Doug Peterson (R) Elected 

Nevada Brian Sandoval ~ AdamLaxalti [lL Elected 

New Hampshire Maggie Hassan(Q)) Joseph Foste. (D) ~ Appointed by Governor 

New Jersey Chris Christi~ 
. Robert Loll&}i (RJ)acting) Appointed by Governor 

New Mexico Susana Martinez (R) Hector Balderas (D) Elected 

New York Andrew Cuomo (D) Eric Schneiderman (D) Elected 

North Carolina Pat McCrory (R) Roy Cooper (D) Elected 

North Dakota Jack Dahymple (R) Wayne Stenehjem (R) Elected 

Ohio John Kasich (R) Mike Dewine (R) Elected 

Oklahoma Mary Fallin (R) Scott Pruitt (R) Elected 

Oregon Kate Brown (D) Ellen Rosenblum (D) Elected 

Pennsylvania TomWolf(D) Kathleen Kane (D) Elected 

Rhode Island Gina Raimondo (D) Peter Kilmartin (D) Elected 

South Carolina Nikki R. Haley (R) Alan Wilson (R) Elected -
South Dakota Dennis Daugaard (R) Marty Jackley (R) ~ ed '\ 
Tennessee Bill Haslam (R) Herbert Slatery (R) / Elected by Supreme Court / 
Texas Greg Abbott (R) Ken Paxton (R) I Elected ---Utah Gary R. Herbert (R) Sean Reyes (R) -

Vermont Peter Shumlin (D) William Sorrell (D) Elected 

Virginia Terry McAuliffe (D) Mark Herring (D) Elected 

Washington Jay lnslee (D) Bob Ferguson (D) Elected 

West Virginia Earl Ray Tomblin (D) Patrick Morrisey (R) Elected 

Wisconsin Scott Walker (RL Brad Schimel (R) Elected 

Wyoming Matthew Mea( CR)) Peter Michaef'(R) ) Appointed by Governor 
'-" 

Currently 14 states have a Governor and an Attorney General of di fferent political parties; Alaska (Appointed by Governor), Colorado, lllinois, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Main (Elected by Legislature), Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, Montana, New Mexico, North Carolina and West Virginia. 

Current as of03-28-16 

Prepared by Senator Bill Stoltze's office for SJR 12 using data from http://www.nga.org and http://www.naag.org/ 



Statewide Elections By State 
State Major Executive Officers Elected Statewide 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected separately from the Governor 

Alabama 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Treasurer: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
•Auditor: 4yearterm, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Commissioner of Agriculture and Industries: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 

Alaska 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected on a ticket with (but nominated separately 
from) the Governor 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: The Governor cannot serve for more than 8 years 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

Arizona • Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Treasurer: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Mine Inspector: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Superintendent of Public Instruction: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: No one can serve more than 2 4-year terms in a 
lifetime 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

Arkansas • Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Treasurer: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Auditor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Commissioner of State Lands: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-yearterms 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

California • Controller: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Treasurer: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Insurance Commissioner: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Superintendent of Public Instruction: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected on a ticket- and nominated-with the 

Colorado Governor 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Treasurer: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: None 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected on a ticket with- but nominated separately 

Connecticut 
from- the Governor; 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Treasurer: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Comptroller: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016. Term Limit: No one can serve more than 2 4-yearterms in a 
lifetime 

Delaware 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016. Elected separately from Governor 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Treasurer: 4 yeartenm, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Auditor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Commissioner of Insurance: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 



2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 201 4, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected on ticket with Governor 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Chief Financial Officer: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected separately from Governor 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Comptroller General/Commissioner of Insurance: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Commissioner of Agriculture: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Superintendent of Education: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Commissioner of Labor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected on same ticket with Governor; nominated 
separately from Governor 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: None 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected separately from Governor 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Treasurer: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Controller: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Superintendent of Public Instruction: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: None 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected on a ticket with the Governor (effective 
2011 : jointly nominated at the primary election) 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Treasurer: 4 year tern, , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Comptroller: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016. Term Limit: No more than 2 4-year terms in any 3-term period 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year tern, , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016. Elected on a ticket with Governor. 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Treasurer: 4 year tern, , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Auditor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Superintendent of Public Instruction: 4 year tern,, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: None 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year tern, , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected on a ticket with Governor. 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Treasurer: 4 year tern, , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Auditor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Secretary of Agriculture and Land Stewardship: 4 year tern, , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected on a ticket with Governor 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Treasurer: 4 year tern, , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Commissioner of Insurance: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 



2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015. Elected on a ticket with Governor; no separate 
Primary for Lt Gov from Gov 

Kentuck::t • :3ecretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015 
• Treasurer: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015 
• Auditor of Public Accounts: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015 
• Commissioner of Agriculture: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015. Elected separately from Governor. 

Louisiana • Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015 
• Attorney General: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015 
• Treasurer: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015 
• Commissioner of Agriculture and Forestry: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015 
• Commissioner of Insurance: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015 

2014 Office holders 
Maine • Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms. Governor is the only 

Statewide elected officer 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 

Maryland 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected on same ticket with the Governor. No 
separate Primary for Lt Gov from Gov 
• Attorney General: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Comptroller: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: None 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected on a ticket with (but nominated separately 

Massachusetts from) the Governor 
• Secretary of the Commonwealth: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Treasurer and Receiver-General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Auditor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 

Michigan 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms. Nominated 
by convention separately from the gubernatorial primary; elected on same ticket with Governor. 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: None 

Minnesota 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected on a ticket with the Governor. 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Auditor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015. Term Limit: No one can serve more than 2 4-year terms in a 
lifetime 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015 

Mississippi • Secretary of State: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015 
• Attorney General: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015 
• Treasurer: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2011, 2015 
• Auditor of Public Accounts: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015 
• Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015 
• Commissioner of Insurance: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2011 , 2015 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016. Term Limit: No one can serve more than 2 4-year terms in a 
lifetime 

Missouri 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Treasurer: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Auditor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 



2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016. Term Limit: No more than 2 4-year terms in any 4-term period 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016. Elected on a ticket with the Governor. 

Montana • Secretary of State: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Auditor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Superintendent of Public Instruction: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected on a ticket with the Governor 

Nebraska • Secretary of State: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Treasurer: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Auditor of Public Accounts: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 ye;:3r term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 

Nevada • Secretary of State: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Attorney General: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Treasurer: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Controller: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 

New 2014 Office holders 
Ham12shire • Governor: 2 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2016. Term Limit: None. Governor is the only Statewide elected officer 

2014 Office holders 

New Jersey 
• Governor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2013, 2017. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Lieutenant Governor (2010-): 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2013, 2017. Elected on same ticket with Governor; 
following his/her nomination, the Gubernatorial candidate has 30 days to select a running mate. 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected on a ticket with (but nominated separately 
from) the Governor 

New Mexico • Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Treasurer: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Auditor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Commissioner of Public Lands: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: None 

New York • Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected on a ticket with the Governor 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Comptroller: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Attorney General: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 

North Carolina • Treasurer: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Auditor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Commissioner of Agriculture: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Commissioner of Insurance: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Commissioner of Labor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Superintendent of Public Instruction: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016. Term Limit: None 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016. Elected on a ticket with the Governor 
• Secretary of State (2006--): 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General (2006-): 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

North Dakota 
• Treasurer: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Auditor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Commissioner of Agriculture (2006--): 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Tax Commissioner: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Commissioner of Insurance: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Superintendent of Public Instruction: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 



2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms. Elected on 

Ohio 
a ticket with the Governor. No separate primaries for Gov and Lt Gov. 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Attorney General: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Treasurer: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Auditor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

Oklahoma • Treasurer: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Auditor and Inspector: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Commissioner of Labor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Insurance Commissioner: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Superintendent of Public Instruction: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: No more than 2 4-year terms in any 3-term period 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 

Oregon • Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Treasurer: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Commissioner of Labor and Industries (2012--): 2 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2016. The term of office 
[ ... in ... ] 2012 shall be two years. [651 .030 Sec. 22a.] 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 

Pennsylvania 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected on a ticket with the Governor 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Treasurer: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Auditor General: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 

Rhode Island 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 201 4, 2018 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• General Treasurer: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. (Beginning in 2018, the Lieutenant Governor will be 
elected on same ticket with the Governor.) 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

South Carolina • Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Treasurer: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 201 4, 2018 
• Comptroller General: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Adjutant General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Commissioner of Agriculture: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Superintendent of Education: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected on a ticket with the Governor. No separate 
primaries for Gov and Lt Gov. 

South Dakota • Secretary of State: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Treasurer: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Auditor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Commissioner of School and Public Lands: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
Tennessee • Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 201 4, 2018. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms. GOVERNOR is the only 

Statewide elected officer 



2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: None 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

Texas • Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Comptroller of Public Accounts: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Commissioner of Agriculture: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Commissioner of General Land Office: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016. Term Limit: None 

Utah 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016. Elected on a ticket with the Governor 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Treasurer: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Auditor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 2 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2016. Term Limit: None 
• Lieutenant Governor: 2 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2016 

Vermont • Secretary of State: 2 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2016 
• Attorney General: 2 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2016 
• Treasurer: 2 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2016 
• Auditor of Accounts: 2 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2016 

2014 Office holders 

Virginia 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2013, 2017. 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2013, 2017 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2013, 2017 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016. Term Limit: None 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 

Washington 
• Attorney General: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Treasurer: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Auditor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Commissioner of Public Lands: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Insurance Commissioner: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Superintendent of Public Instruction: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016. Term Limit: 2 consecutive 4-year terms 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 

West Virginia • Attorney General: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Treasurer: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Auditor: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 
• Commissioner of Agriculture: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2012, 2016 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: None 
• Lieutenant Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Elected on a ticket with- but nominated separately 

Wisconsin 
from- the Governor; 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Attorney General: 4 year term , Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Treasurer: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Superintendent of Public Instruction: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2013, 2017 

2014 Office holders 
• Governor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018. Term Limit: No more than 2 4-year terms in any 4-term period. 

Wyoming 
• Secretary of State: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Treasurer: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Auditor: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 
• Superintendent of Public Instruction: 4 year term, Election Cycle: 2014, 2018 

Submitted by the bill sponsor. Table prepared by thegreenpapers.com 
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You asked for information on the history of measures before the Alaska Legislature proposing to 
change the state constitution such that the position of attorney general would be filled by election 
n,ther than by appointment, as Is presently the case. 

Intending to create an executive branch that was both unified and efficient, the delegates to the constitutional convention 
designed the document to avoid the fragmentation of executive authority that results from independently elected 
department heads. Committed to the principle of a strong and accountable governor, the delegates rebuffed several efforts 
to weaken the governor's control over the attorney general, including proposals to make the position electlve.1 

Over the years, the possibility of amending the constitution to elect the attorney general has surfaced many times In 
legislation introduced by democrats as well as by republicans. Since 1973, two bills calling for advisory votes and 26 
resolutions on the Issue have been Introduced. Senate Joint Resolution 12, currently before the 29111 Legislature, is the 2~ 
such resolution.2 

The table on the following page lists sponsors and final status for each measure Introduced from 1973 through March 1, 2015 
(the 8th Legislature to the present). Most such measures died in their first committee, many without a hearing. Only five have 
reached a floor vote. 

In regard to the arguments for and against changing the status quo, those In favor of an elected attorney general cite 
objectivity and Independence from the Interests of the governor. They contend that an elected attorney general is better able 
to vigorously safeguard Interests of the state at times when those interests do not coincide precisely with a governor's 
political values. 

Those who support the appointment process for the post, on the other hand, point out that, as politicians, elected attorneys 
general cannot be free from political Influences. As one former attorney general put it, "Appointed AGs are lawyers who have 
an interest In politics and elected AGs are politicians who are lawyers."3 As such, the relationship between the governor and 
an elected attorney general may be adversarial as well as Inefficient 

We hope this is helpful. If you have questions or need additional information, please let us know. 

1 As Delegate Ralph Rivers argued, • ••. lf you are going to let the governor's administration be held responsible for the conduct of that 
administration, you have got to at least give the govemor an attomey general of his own choice. Under (the proposal for an elected attorney 
general) he might get an attorney of the opposite political faith. He might get one of his own party who Is either inadequate or who Is hostile to 
him •••• In either case, the governor could say at the end of his term, if things haven't gone well, 'We had a good program but that attorney general 
you foisted upon me wrecked our program.'" Proceedings o/ t~ Constitutional Convention, p. 2198. We Include as Attachment A, the original 
proposal for an elected attorney general (Proposal 45) from the Constitutional Convention as well as the discussion of the Issue (pp. 2193· 2202). 

z From Statehood through the present, Introduced measures on this Issue total two advisory votes and 41 resolutions (SIR 12 being the 41 "). 

• Avrum Gross, testimony on SB 69 before the Senate Judiciary Committee, February 24, 1999. 



Measures Proposed to Elect the Alaska Attorney General, 1973-Present 
Legislature 

8th l egislature 

9th legislature 

10th Legislature 

11th Legislature 

12th Legislature 

Measure 

HIR9 

SJR4 

HJR20 

HJR 44 

SJR 14 

SJRB 

HJR6 

HJR 22 

HJR 23 

Sponsor 

Warwick & Randolph 

Lewis 

Fischer 

Osterback 

Huber 

Bradley, W 

Martin 

Barnes 

Judiciary 

Final Status 

(H)STA 

(S)JUD 

(H)JUD 

{H)JUD 

(S) JUD 

Votes 

failed (S) vole: 11·07-02 

(H)STA 

failed (HJ vote: 16-22-02 

{H) JUD 
--- - - ··- · - -- - --·------ - · .. --.... . -- - - ·------ -- - -- -

SJR 7 Bradley, W (S)JUD 
------- - ·- - . . . .. -··-·- ·---------

HB 456 (advisory vote) Ward (S)JUD 
13th Legislature 

H: 29-10-01 

HJR7 Uehling failed (S) H: 28-12-00 S: 06-12·02 

HJR42 
14th Legislature 

Marrou (H)STA 

SJR9 DeVrles (S) RLS failed 09-11-04; rtrd to RLS 

19th Legislature SJR26 Green (S)STA 

HJR19 Green (H)JUD 
20th Legislature 

SJR 10 Green (S) FIN 

HJR43 Coghlll (H)JUD 
----- - --·---

SB 69 (advisory vote) Ward (S) FIN 
21st Legislature 

SJR14 Ward (S) RLS 

SJR32 Kelly (Pete) (S)JUD 

HJR13 Crawford (H)STA 
24th Legislature 

SJR7 Dyson (S)STA 

25th Legislature HJR6 Crawford (H)STA 

26th Legislature HJR4 Crawford (H)STA 

27th Legislature SJR3 Davis (S) JUD 

28th Legislature HJR 18 Stoltze (H) RLS 

29th Legislature SJR 12 Stoltze (S)STA status as of March 1, 2015 

NOTES: HIR 9 durlna the Ith Leslsllblre proposed 1n 1ttamoy 1eneral selected by the auvemor from nominations presented by the Judlclal council; the 1tt0moy • .,.,., would then be 
subJect ID approval or rejKtlon on I non-partisan ballot at the t1rst1enenil election held more than two yurs after th• appointment. Thereafter, the attorney 1eneral would bt subject 
ID approval or ,efectlon In I llke manner every fourth year. 
SIR 3 durl111 the 27th lellsllture proposed an attllrney 1eneral elected by voters to represent the state and 11eneral counsel appointed by the auvemor and subject to conftrmttlon by 

the leplature to represent the 1owmor and departments. 
SOURCES: Alulcl Anal Status of HUis and Measures (Ith - 17th Lqisllturu); Bill Action and Status Inquiry System (BASIS) (18th · 29th J.eslslatures; u of March 1, 2015). 
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Table 4.19 
THE ATTORNEYS GENERAL, 2015 

Length of Number of Maximum 
State or other Method of regular term Date of Present previous consecutive 
jurisdiction Name and party selection in years first service term ends terms terms allowed 

A labama .................... Luther Strange (R) E 4 1/2011 1/2019 1 2 
Alaska ...... .......... ........ Craig W. Richards (R) A 12/2014 0 
Arizona ................. ... .. Mark Brnovich (R) E 4 1/2015 1/2019 0 2 
Arkansas .................... Leslie Rutledge (R) E 4 1/2015 1/2019 0 2 
California .................. Kamala Harris (D) E 4 1/2011 1/2019 1 2 

Colorado .. ........... ....... Cynthia Coffman (R) E 4 1/2015 1/2019 0 2 
Connecticut ............... George Jepsen (D) E 4 1/2011 1/2019 1 * Delaware ................... Matthew Denn (D) E 4 1/2015 1/2019 0 * Florida .............. ......... Pam Bondi (R) E 4 1/2011 1/2019 1 2 
Georgia ...................... Sam Oleos (R) E 4 1/2011 1/2019 1 * 
Hawaii. ..... .................. Doug Chin (D) A 4 (a) 1/2015 1/2019 0 
Idaho .... .................... .. Lawrence Wasden (R) E 4 1/2003 1/2019 3 * Illinois ........................ Lisa Madigan (D) E 4 1/2003 1/2019 3 * Indiana ...... ........ ...... .. . Greg Zoeller (R) E 4 1/2009 1/2017 1 * Iowa .......................... . Tom Miller (D) E 4 1/1979 (b) 1/2019 8 (b) * 
Kansas ....................... Derek Schmidt (R) E 4 1/2011 1/2019 1 * Kentucky .................. . Jack Conway (D) E 4 12/2007 12/2016 1 2 
Louisiana ................. .. James D. Caldwell (R) E 4 1/2008 1/2016 1 * Maine ......................... JanetT. Mi lls (D) L (c) 2 1/2011 1 (d) 4 
Maryland ................... Brian Frosh (D) E 4 1/2015 1/2019 0 * 
Massachusetts ........... Maura Healey (D) E 4 1/2015 1/2019 0 
Michigan ...... .............. Bill Schuette (R) E 4 1/2011 1/2019 1 2 
Minnesota .................. Lori Swanson (D) E 4 1/2007 1/2019 2 * Mississippi ................ . Jim Hood (D) E 4 1/2004 1/2016 2 * Missouri ...... ....... ....... . Chris Koster (D) E 4 1/2009 1/2017 1 * 
Montana ...... ............. . Tim Fox (R) E 4 1/2013 1/2017 0 2 
Nebraska ................... Doug Peterson (R) E 4 1/2015 1/2019 0 * Nevada .............. ......... Adam Laxalt (R) E 4 1/2015 1/2019 0 2 
New Hampshire ...... .. Joseph A. Foster (D) A 4 5/2013 1/2017 0 
New Jersey ................ John Jay Hoffman (R) (e) A 4 6/2013 (e) (e) 0 

New Mexico .............. Hector Balderas (D) E 4 1/2015 1/2019 0 2 (f) 
New York ................... Eric Schneiderman (D) E 4 1/2011 1/2019 1 * North Carolina .......... Roy Cooper (D) E 4 1/2001 1/2017 3 * North Dakota ............ Wayne Stenehjem (R) E 4 (g) 1/2001 12/2019 3 (g) * Ohio ........................... MikeDewine (R) E 4 1/2011 1/2019 1 2 

Oklahoma .................. Scott Pruitt (R) E 4 1/2011 1/2019 1 * Oregon .... ................ ... Ellen F. Rosenblum (D) E 4 6/2012 (i) 1/2017 0 * Pennsylvania ............. Kathleen Kane (D (h) E 4 1/2013 (h) 1/2017 0 2 
Rhode Island ............. Peter Kilmartin (D) E 4 1/2011 1/2019 1 2 
South Carolina .. ........ Alan Wilson (R) E 4 1/2011 1/2019 1 * 
South Dakota ............ Martin J. Jackley (R) E 4 9/2009 (j) 1/2019 2 2 (f) 
Tennessee .................. Herbert Slatery (R) (k) 8 10/2014 8/2022 0 
Texas .......................... Ken Paxton (R) E 4 1/2015 1/2019 0 * Utah ....... .. .. .. .............. Sean Reyes (R) E 4 12/2013 1/2017 0 * Vermont ..................... William H. Sorrell (D) E 2 5/1997 (I) 1/2017 7 (I) * 
Virginia ............. ......... Mark Herring (D) E 4 1/2014 1/2018 0 (m) 
Washington ......... ....... Bob Ferguson (D) E 4 1/2013 1/2017 0 * West Virginia ............. Patrick Morrisey (R) E 4 1/2013 1/2017 0 * Wisconsin .................. Brad Schimel (R) E 4 1/2015 1/2019 0 * Wyoming ............ .. ..... Peter Michael (R) A 7/2013 0 

Dist. of Columbia ..... Karl Racine (D) A 1/2015 1/2019 0 
American Samoa ...... Talauega Eleasalo V. Ale (D) A 4 1/2014 1 
Guam ...... .................. . Elizabeth Barrett-Anderson (R) E 4 1/2015 1/2019 0 
No. Mariana Islands ... Edward Manibusan (I) A 4 11/2015 0 
Puerto Rico ............... Cesar Miranda A 4 1/2014 0 

Rodriguez (PPD/D) 
U.S. Virgin Islands .... James S. Carroll ill (Acting) A 4 5/2015 0 

See footnotes at end of table. 
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Sources: National Association of Attorneys General and The Council 
of State Governments, January 2015. 

Key: * - No provision specifying number of terms allowed. 
. . . - No formal provision, position is appointed or elected by gov-

ernmental entity (not chosen by the electorate). 
A - Appointed by the governor. 
E - Elected by the voters. 
L - Elected by the legislature. 
N.A.- Not available. 
(a) Term runs concurrently with the governor. 
(b) Attorney Genera l Miller was elected in 1978, 1982, 1986, 1994, 

1998, 2002, 2006, 2010 and 2014. 
(c) Chosen biennially by joint ballot of state senators and representa­

tives. 
(d) Janet Mills previously served as Attorney General from Jan. 2001 

through Jan. 2011. 
(e) On June 6, 2013, Gov. Christie appointed Attorney General Jeff 

Chiesa to fill the Senate seat left vacant by Sen. Frank Lautenberg's death. 
Chiesa will bold the seat on an interim basis until a special election can 

ATTORNEYS GENERAL 

be held on Oct 16, 2013. Currently John Jay Hoffman, former Execu­
tive Assistant Attorney General is serving as Acting Attorney General. 

(f) After two consecutive terms, must wait four years and/or one full 
term before being eligible again . 

(g) The term of the office of the elected o(ficial is four years, except 
that in 2004 the attorney general was elected for a term of two years. 

(h) Appointed to fill Tom Corbett's unexpired term after be was elected 
to Pennsylvania governor's office in May 2011. 

(i) Rosenblum was appointed by Gov. Kitzbaber on June 29, 2012 
to fill the term left vacant when AG John Kroger resigned to become 
President of Reed College. She was elected in Nov. 2012 to a full term. 

U) Appointed September 4, 2009 to fill Larry Long's unexpired term. 
AG Long resigned to accept a state judgeship. 

(k) Appointed by judges of state Supreme Court. 
(I) Appointed to fill unexpired term in May 1997. He was elected in 

1998 to his first full term. 
(m) Provision specifying individual may hold office for an unlimited 

number of terms. 
(n) Must be confirmed by the Senate. 
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Table 4.20 
ATTORNEYS GENERAL: QUALIFICATIONS FOR OFFICE 

Licensed Membership Method 
State or other 
jurisdiction 

U.S. citizen State resident Qualified voter attorney in the state bar of selection 
Minimum age (years) (a) (years) (b) (yea rs) (years) (years) to office 

Alabama ........... ...... .... .. 25 7 5 * E 
Alaska ...... ..... .. ....... ...... . 18 * * * A 
Arizona .............. ........ .. . 25 10 5 * 5 E 
Arkansas .. ............... ..... . * * E 
California .................... . 18 * * * * 5 E 

Colorado ...................... . 27 * 2 * * E 
Connecticut ................. . 18 * * * 10 10 E 
Delaware ..................... . E 
Florida .......... ...... ......... . 30 * 7 * * 5 E 
Georgia ........................ . 25 10 4 * 7 7 E 

Hawaii. ......................... . 1 1 * (d) A 
Idaho ............................ . 30 * 2 * * E 
Illinois .. ....... ................. . 25 * 3 * * * E 
Indiana .................... ..... . 2 2 * 5 E 
Iowa ........................ ..... . 18 * * E 

Kansas ............. ........... .. E 
Ken~cky ............ ......... . 
Loms1ana ........... ......... .. 

30 
25 * 

2 (e) 8 2 E 
5 * * * E 

Maine ................. ..... ..... . * * (f) 
Maryland ........... ...... .... . *(g) * * * 10 E 

Massachusetts ... ......... .. 18 5 * * E 
Michigan ...................... . 18 * * * * E 
Minnesota ......... ........... . 21 * 30 days * E 
Mississippi ................. .. . 26 * 5 * 5 * E 
Missouri .................... ... . * 1 E 

Montana ..................... .. 25 * 2 5 * E 
Nebraska ..... .... ........... .. * E 
Nevada ........................ .. 25 * 2 * E 
New Hampshire ......... . . * * * * A (h) 
New Jersey ......... .. ..... .. . 18 * A 

New Mexico ................ . 30 * 5 * * E 
New York ......... ........... .. 30 * 5 (i) E 
North Carolina ............ . 21 * * * * (i) E 
North Dakota .............. . 25 * 5 * * * E 
Ohio ............................. . 18 * * * E 

Oklahoma ..... .... .... ..... .. . 31 * * 10 E 
Oregon ................... ...... . 18 * * * E 
Pennsylvania .............. .. 30 * * E 
Rhode Island ............... . 18 * * E 
South Carolina ........... .. * 30 days * * * E 

South Dakota ........ ...... . 18 * * Tennessee .. .. .. ............. .. 
Texas ............. ....... ........ . 
Utah ........................... .. . 25 * 5 (e) 
Vermont ....................... . 18 * * 
Virginia ....................... .. 30 * 1 (k) 
Washington .................. . 18 * 
West Virginia ...... ......... . 25 
WISconsin .................... . * 
Wyoming ..................... . * 
Dist. or Colmnbia ....... . 
American Samoa ...... .. . 
Guam ........................... . 
No. Mariana Islands ... . 
Puerto Rico ................. . * U.S. Virgin Islands ...... . 

Sources: The Council of State Governments' survey of attorneys 
general, state constitutions and statutes, January 2015. 

Key: 
* - Formal provision: number of years not specified. 
... - No formal provision. 
A - Appointed by governor. 
E - Elected by voters. 
(a) In some states you must be a U.S. citizen to be an elector, and 

must be an elector to run. 
(b) In some states you must be a state resident to be an elector, and 

must be an elector to run. 
(c) No statute specifically requires this, but the State Bar Act can be 

interpreted as making this a qua lification. 
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* 
5 
* 
* 

* 
(c) 

3 

* 

* (i) (i) E 
U) 

(i) (i) E 

* * * E 
* E 

* 5 (k) E 
* * * E 
* E 

E 
* 4 4 A (1) 

* * A 
(i) (i) A 

A 
5 A 
* * A 

* * * A 

(d) No period specified; all licensed attorneys are members of the 
state bar. 

(e) State citizenship requirement. 
(f) Chosen biennially by joint ballot of state senator.; and representatives. 
(g) Crosse v. Board of Supervisors of Elections 243 Md. 555, 221A.2d431 

(1966)-opinion rendered indicated that U.S. citizenship was, by necessity, 
a requirement for office. 

(h) Appointed by the governor and confirmed by the governor and 
the executive council. 

(i) Implied. 
U) Appointed by state supreme court. 
(k) Same as qualifications of a judge of a court of record. 
(I) Must be confirmed by the Senate. 


