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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 

716 W 41h Avenue 
Anchorage AK 99501-2133 
907-269-0181 
Fax: 907-269-0184 

North to the Future 

Senator Cathy Giessel 
Senate District N 

State Capitol 
Juneau AK 99801-1182 

907-465-4843 
Fax: 907-465-3871 

800-892-4843 

Senate Bill 71 Pharmacists and Immunization 

Sponsor Statement 

Currently, Alaska pharmacists require oversight by a medical doctor or nurse 
practitioner to oversee their immunization authority. SB 71 will give already-trained 
and certified pharmacists authority to immunize Alaska adults and children without 
having to contract with often hard-to-find doctors/nurse practitioners to oversee their 
immunization programs. 

This bill will particularly help rural pharmacies increase their reach to populations 
who often see their pharmacist more often than a medical professional. Consumers 
would enjoy more flexibility with their schedules and cost savings by being able to 
access their local pharmacist for crucial immunizations. 

SB 71 expands authority for Alaska pharmacists to independently administer all 
vaccines and would reduce burdensome collaborative practice agreements. Studies 
have shown that states in which pharmacists are granted broad authority to administer 
vaccines have higher immunization rates. 

In 2013 Alaskan pharmacists administered over 13,000 flu vaccines and this 
legislation would significantly improve access to additional vaccinations and public 
health as a result. I ask for your support to expand the authority of pharmacists to 
independently administer vaccinations. 

Senator Cathy Giessel@akleg .gov 



(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
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LEGAL SERVICES 
DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
ST ATE OF ALASKA State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
Deliveries to: 129 6th St. , Rm . 329 

MEMORANDUM March 13, 2015 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 

FROM: 

Sectional summary (SB 71; Work Order No. 29-LS0591 \W) 

Senator Cathy Giessel 
Attn: lane Conway 

Le 

You have requested a sectional summary of the above bill. Please note that a sectional 
summary of a bill should not be considered an authoritative interpretation of the bill and 
the bill itself is the best statement of its contents. If you would like an interpretation of 
the bill as it may apply to a particular set of circumstances, please advise. 

Section 1 authorizes the Board of Pharmacy (board) to establish standards for the 
independent administration of vaccines and related emergency medications, including the 
completion of training. 

Section 2 permits a pharmacist to independently administer vaccines and related 
emergency medications if the pharmacist is in compliance with the board's standards. 
Defines "related emergency medication." 

Section 3 adds the independent administration of vaccines and related emergency 
medications to the definition of the "practice of pharmacy." 

KJS:Jnd 
15-215.lnd 



Fiscal Note 
State of Alaska 

2015 Legislative Session 

Identifier: SB071 -DHSS-MM-04-07-15 

Title: VACCI NE CERTIFICATI ON FOR PHARMACISTS 

Sponsor: GIESSEL BY REQUEST 

Requester: Senate Labor & Commerce Committee 

Expenditures/Revenues 

Bill Version : 

Fiscal Note Number: 

() Publish Date: 

SB 71 

Department: Department of Health and Social Services 

Appropriation: Health Care Services 

Allocation: Medical Assistance Administration 

0MB Com ponent Number: 242 

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below. /Thousands of Dollars) 
Included in 

FY2016 Governor's 
Appropriation FY2016 Out-Year Cost Estimates 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES 
P ersonal Services 
T ravel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants & Benefits 
Miscellaneous 
Total Operating 

Fund Source (Operating Only) 

Positions I Full-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

i Change in Revenues 

Requested 
FY 2016 

0.0 

o.o I 

Request 
FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

o.o I o.o / o.o I o.o I o.o I 0.0 

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY2015) cost: 0.0 (separate supplemental appropriation required) 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section) 

Estimated CAPITAL (FY2016) cost: 0.0 (separate capital appropriation required) 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section) 

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS 
Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in , regulation changes adopted by your agency? 
If yes , by what date are the regulations to be adopted , amended or repealed? 

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version : 

Yes 
07/01/16 

The Department of Health and Social Services has determined it can absorb any anticipated capital costs wi thin its existing 
appropriation . 

P repared By: 

D iv ision : 

A p proved By: 

A g ency : 

Printed 417/2015 

_M_a_r-=-ga_re_t_B_ro_d_ie_,_D_ir_ec_to_r __________________ _ Phone: 

Health Care Services Date: 
--- --- --------------- ------
Sar ah Woods, Deputy Director Finance & Management Services Date: 

Health & Social Services 

Page 1 of 2 

(907)334-2520 

04/07/2015 10:30 AM 
04/07/15 

Control Code: lxJNP 



FISC .AL .\"OTE .A:\'.AL YSIS 

STA TE OF ALASKA BILL ~ O. SB071 

2015 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Analysis 

This bi ll wi ll give ce rtified pharmac ists authori ty to immuni ze Al aska adu lt s and child ren witho ut hav ing to co ll abora te wi th 
an o verseei ng physician. 

Thi s bi ll does not require an operating ap pro pria tion. The departme nt has determined that any anti ci pated costs can be 
absorbed with in its exist ing appro pria tion. This bi ll would not be expected to result in increased costs due to addi tio nal 
vaccine util iza tio n, beca use ma ny pharmacies already have the ability to provide immunization se rvi ces and rece ive 
re imbursement th rough a co ll abo rative prac tice agreement . 

How ever, the Medica id program would be expected to incur costs res ul t ing from changes needed to the claims processing 
syste m to accommoda te th e e limination of the coll aborative practice agree me nts . Mod ifyi ng the claims processing system 
to e nro ll these providers would result in a one-time development co st. Changes in federa l Medica id program rules 
resulting from the Affordable Ca re Act [42 CF R 455.410(b)I require all ordering, rendering, and refe rring providers to be 
enro ll ed wi th the Medica id program. Current ly pha rm acists are not individuall y enro lled by Alaska Medicaid, the pharmacy 
is en ro lled. Due to challe nges with the claim s processing system and upcoming fede ral mandates (e.g. IC0-10) it is not 
anti cipated that the claims processing syste m would be able to accommodate e nroll ing µharmaci sts befo re 7/1/2016. 

Regulations l 7 AAC 120.110 (d)J would need to be changed to all ow for the payment of vaccines independently presc ribed 
and admin istered by an enrolled pharmacist . The current regulat ion restricts payment to vacc ines admin istered by a 
pha rmacist for whom the Board of Pha rmacy has approved a co ll aborative pract ice agreement. 

1R e vt,«i 1::JHY20 14 CMB) Page 2 of 2 

ContrOI Coele lxJNP 



Fiscal Note 
State of Alaska 

2015 Legislative Session 

Identifier: SB071-DCCED-CBPL-03-13-15 

Title : VACCINE CERTIFICATION FOR PHARMACISTS 

Sponsor: GIESSEL BY REQUEST 

Requester: (S) LABOR & COMMERCE 

Expenditures/Revenues 

Bill Version: 

Fiscal Note Number: 

(S) Publish Date: 

SB 71 

3/20/2015 

Department: Department of Commerce, Community and 

Economic Development 

Appropriation: Corporations, Business and Professional 

Licensing 

Allocation: Corporations, Business and Professional 

Licensing 

0MB Component Number: 2360 

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below. /Thousands of Dollars) 
Included in 

FY2016 Governor's 
Appropriation FY2016 Out-Year Cost Estimates 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants & Benefits 
Miscellaneous 
Total Operating 

Fund Source (Operating Only) 
1156 Rcpt Svcs 
Total 

Positions 

I F,11-t;me 
Part-time 
Temporary 

I Change in Revenues 

Requested 
FY 2016 

2.5 

2.5 

2.5 
2.5 

2.5 I 

Request 
FY2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 ·o.o 0.0 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY2015) cost: 0.0 (separate supplemental appropriation required) 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section) 

Estimated CAPITAL (FY2016) cost: 0.0 (separate capital appropriation required) 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section) 

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS 
Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency? 
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed? 

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version: 
I Not applicable, initial version. 

Yes 
07/01/16 

Prepared By: Janey Hovenden, Division Director Phone: 
_C_o_r~po-r-at-io-n-s,-B-u-s-in-e-ss-an_d_P_r_o_fe-ss_i_on_a_l _L_ic-en-s-in_g ___ ___ _ _ ____ Date: Division: 

Approved By: Catherine Reardon, Director Date: 

Agency: Division of Administrative Services, DCCED 

Printed 3/20/2015 Page 1 of2 

(907)46?-2536 

03/13/2015 01 :52 PM 

03/13/15 

Control Code: mjfeQ 



SB 71 - Fiscal Note 1 

FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS 

STATE OF ALASKA 
2015 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Analysis 

SB 71 expands the practice of pharmacists to include vaccination and administration of related emergency medication 
without a collaborative plan with a physician. The bill authorizes the Board of Pharmacy to establish training stand~rds and 
independent-administration standards in regulation. 

The bill augments the independence of pharmacists to administer vaccines and permits pharmacists to administer, 
emergency medications in conjunction with administration of a vaccine, such as in the case of anaphylactic shock. This 
change would remove the need for a collaborative plan with a physician. 

If this bill is passed, the division will require $2.5 to cover legal costs to amend regulations, printing, and postage. 

Professional licensing programs within the Division of Corporations, Business and Professional Licensing are funded by 
receipt supported services, fund source 1156 Rcpt Svcs (DGF). Licensing fees for each program are set per AS 08.01 .065 
so the revenue approximately collected equals the occupation's actual regulatory costs. 

(Revised 10/30/2014 0MB) Page 2 of 2 

Control Code: mjfeQ 
S8071-DCCED-CBPL-03-13-15 



THE STATE 
0~LASKA 

GOVERNOR BILL WALKER 

March 13, 2015 

The Honorable Kathy Giessel 
State Senate 
Alaska State Capitol 
Room 427 
Juneau,AK 99801-1182 

RE: Resolutions for Immunization Bill SB71 

Dear Senator Giessel: 

Department of Commerce, Community, 
and Economic Development 

DIVISION OF CORPORATIONS. BUSINESS AND 
PROFESSIONAL LICENSING 

P.O. Box 110806 
Juneou. Alaska 998 11 -0806 

Main: 907.465.2550 
Fox: 907.465 .2974 

On behalf of Dirk White, RPh and the Board of Pharmacy I am submitting resolutions for the 
Immunization Bill SB71 that was introduced on Wednesday March 11, 2015. 

WHEREAS: Alaska has some of the lowest immunization statistics in the nation. 

WHEREAS: Immunization is a documented procedure to prevent the spread of communicable 
disease. 

WHEREAS: Pharmacists improve access to, and provide a cost-effective means of vaccine delivery that 
can ultimately lower healthcare costs. 

BE IT RESOLVED: That for the health and welfare of Alaskan citizens the Board of Pharmacy supports 
passage of legislation to allow Pharmacists as independent i.mmunizers. 

Thank you. 

Regards, ~ 

~ino, 
Licensing Examiner, Alaska Board of Pharmacy 



THE STATE 
0~LASKA 

GOVERNOR BILL WALKER 

March 12, 2015 

The Honorable Tammy Wilson 
House of Representatives 
Alaska State Capitol 
Room 412 
Juneau.AI{ 99801-1182 

RE: Resolutions for Wholesale Distributor Bill 

Dear Representative Wilson: 

Department of Commerce, Community, 
And Economic Development 

DIVISION OF CORPORAl IONS. BUSINESS AND 
PROFESSIONAL LICENSING 

P.O. Box 110806 
Juneau. Alaska 99811-0806 

Main: 907.465.2550 
Fox: 907 .465.29 7 4 

On behalf of Dirk White, RPh and the Board of Pharmacy I am submitting the resolutions for inclusion 
for the wholesale distributor bill. 

WHEREAS: Licensing this entity will bring Alaska into comp]fancc with DSCSA section 585(b) of the 
FD&C Act on Drng Product Tracing and Wholesale Distributor and Third Part.y Logistics 
Providert'i. November 27, 2013 DSCSA was signed into law. Licensing regulations for wholesale 
distributors are to be issued no later than 2 years after the date of the enactment of the DSCSA (section 
58:~(fl)). 

WHEREAS: To ensure the safety and quality of the medicine supply in Alaska. 

WHEREAS: To preserve Alaska state rights and prevent Federal oversight. 

BE IT RESOLVED: That for the safety, health, and welfare of Alaskan citizens the Board of 
Pharmacy supports legislation granting the Board the statutory authority to 
license this class of wholesalers. · 

Thank you. 

~~ 
Regards, 
Donna Bellino, 
Licensing Examiner 
Alaska Board of Pharmacy 



, 8 . • Alaska Pharmacists Association 

March 13, 2015 

Senator Cathy Giessel 
State Capitol Room 427 
Juneau, AK 99801 

RE: SB 71 

Dear Senator Giessel: 

I am writing in support of SB 71 , " An act relating to the practice of pharmacy; and relating to the 
administration of vaccines and related emergency medications." SB 71 will give already-trained and 
certified pharmacists the authority to immunize Alaska adults and children without having to contract 
with doctors/nurses to oversee their immunization programs. 

Currently, immunizing pharmacists in Alaska must operate under collaborative practice (CP) agreements 
approved by the Board of Pharmacy with a prescribing practitioner. SB 71 expands the authority for 
Alaskan pharmacists to independently administer all vaccines under the standards set forth by the Board 
of Pharmacy. SB 71 would also reduce the burdensome paperwork required with the current CP 
agreements. Alaska citizens have some of the lowest immunization rates in the entire country. Studies 
have shown that in States in which pharmacists are granted broader authority to administer vaccines 
have higher immunization rates. 

As you are aware, immunizations offer a means by which the State of Alaska can not only keep its 
citizens healthier but also as to reduce healthcare costs. The Center of Disease Control has indicated 
that every $1 spent on immunizations saves over $10 in direct and indirect costs. This is especially 
important in light of Alaska's current negative fiscal situation. 

Alaskan pharmacists are highly educated, trained professionals that have unique access to a large 
segment of the population as well as in rural areas of Alaska. Additionally, pharmacies offer greater 
access to immunizations during evening, weekend and holiday hours than other office based providers. 

Our association is grateful for your advocacy on this important issue. Please feel free to contact me or 
the association office if you have any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Nelson 
President AKPhA 

E-mail: akphrmcy@alaska.net 

203 W. 15th Ave., Suite 100 • Anchorage, Alaska 99501 • (907) 563-8880 • (907) 563-7880 



Senator Giessel and members of 
the Senate Labor and Commerce Committee. 

Senator Giessel , 3/13/15 

Thank you for sponsoring and taking up SB71 . This is an important piece of 
legislation. This bill recognitions the education and capacities of your local pharmacist, 
the fact that far too few citizens in Alaska get immunized, that pharmacist and 
pharmacies are the most accessible members of the health care team , that the current 
methods that allow pharmacists to vaccinate currently are too encumbering, that the 
State of Alaska can do a better job, and public health is potentially improved with 
pharmacist becoming more involved . Please pass this important piece of legislation. 
Please pass SB71 . 

Thank you for your time. 

Gerald 'tWI.J Brown 
pharmacist 
PO Box 70196 
Fairbanks, Ak 99707 
gkwbrown@alaskan.com 

Nancy C Brown 
pharmacist 
PO Box 70196 
Faibanks, Ak 99707 
ncbrownfair@hotmail .com 



Support Emails for SB 71 
Submitted 3-19-15 from Senator Giessel's office 

From: Glenn Schiff (mailto:Glenn@Chugachmiut.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 10:26 AM 
To: Sen. Cathy Giessel 
Subject: Sen. bill 71 

Dear Senator Giessel, 

Support for Bill 71 is extremely important and you have my support. I work for the native 
health care out of Seward and take care of the villages of Tatitlek, Chenega Bay, Nanwalek and 
Port Graham. Villages do not have very good vaccination rates and this Bill would help 
increase the vaccine percentages of our patients. 

Glenn Schiff, RPh 

North Star Pharmacy 

PO Box 2088, 201 3rd Avenue, Suite 201, Seward, AK 99664 

(907) 224-4907, (907) 224-5870 fax 

glenn@chugachmiut.org 

Alaska Pharmacist-Immunizers can increase Access and Lower costs 

Immunizations reduce the risk of infection by working with the body's natural defenses to help 
it safely develop immunity to vaccine preventable diseases. Community pharmacists are 
uniquely positioned to increase immunization rates in Alaska for vaccine-preventable 
diseases. This is important since the Center for Disease Control (CDD) has indicated that each 
year approximately 50,000 U.S. adults die from such diseases and their complications 
(with influenza-related illness accounting for over 70% of such deaths). Additionally, the CDC 
also has indicated that every $1 spent on immunizations save over $10 in direct and indirect 
societal costs, resulting in aggregate savings of more than $69 billion in the U.S. 

AKPhA supports efforts to expand authority for Alaskan pharmacists to administer all vaccines 
according to CDC recommendations by reducing burdensome collaborative practice agreements. 
Studies have shown that states in which pharmacists are granted broad authority to administer 
vaccines have higher immunization rates. 



Key Facts: 

• Most pharmacists are already trained to give vaccinations. Certification is part of 
pharmacy school curricula and over 250,000 pharmacists have been trained to administer 
vaccinations in the US. 
• In 2013 Alaskan community pharmacists administered over 17,000 vaccinations. 
• Pharmacies offer greater access to receive immunizations during evening, weekend and holiday 
hours than other office based providers. 
• Pharmacist can provide a cost-effective means of vaccine delivery that can help lower overall 
healthcare costs. 

The recent outbreak of measles cases in the United States has highlighted the need for continued 
emphasis on the benefits of vaccinations. Pharmacists are highly educated, trained professionals 
that have unique access to a large segment of the population as well as in rural areas of 
Alaska. Legislation that would allow Alaskan pharmacists to administer all vaccines, per CDC 
recommendations, would significantly improve access to vaccinations and public health as a 
result. We ask for your support to expand the authority of pharmacists to independently 
administer vaccinations. 

In support, 

Terry Pollard 

Dear Senator Cathy Giessel, 

I am writing to encourage support for the independent pharmacist immunization bill. Establishment of 
standards for independent administration of vaccines and related emergency medications will increase 
access to vaccines for the public while lowering costs. If there was ever an outbreak, pharmacist could 
be called on to rapidly vaccinate the public and stop the outbreak. 
Sincerely, 

Nancy Frei, PharmD 
713-444-9885 
frei@prodigy.net 



March 13 . 2015 

Senator Cathy Giessel 
State Capitol Room 427 
Jw1eatL AK 99801 
RE: B 71 

Dear Senator Giessel: 

Island Pharmacy 
3526 Tongass Ave. 

Ketchikan, AK 99901 
907-225-6186 

e-mail: island.pbarm@j uno.com 

NABP # 0200496 NPI # 1881776664 

I am writing in support of SB 71. ··An act relating to the practice of pharmacy· and 
relating to the administration of vaccines and re lated emergency medications." SB 71 will 
give already-trained and certified pharmacists the authority to immunize Alaska adults 
and children wi thout hav ing to contract with doctors/nurses to oversee their 
immunization programs. 

I am a second generation Alaskan phannacist. Together my father and I haYe served the 
residents of sou them southeast Alaska for over 50 years. Island Phrumacy is Ketchikan· s 
only professional clinic pharmacy and works closely wi th the prescribers in our area in 
offering specialized serYices such as compounding. mediset fillings, ru1d durable med ical 
eq uipment. Please note I did not list immunizations as a service even though we have 
two certi tied pharmacists capable of doing so. 

The primary reason we have not offered immunizations is that I have not felt comfortable 
in aski ng an already overburdened practitioner community to go thru the lengthy 
paperwork arrangement required under the current collaborative practice arrangement. 
SB 71 would allow our pharmacy to start offering immunizations which our patients have 
been asking us to provide for several years. 

I appreciate your advocacy on this important issue. It is my hope that SB71 is passed so 
that phannacies such as ours can utilize our trained pharmacists to help provide for 
healthy Alaskans in our communities. 

Sincerely. 

/{:J~~-V-
Barry D. Christensen. RPh 



Ron's Apothecary Inc. 

March 13, 2015 

Senator Cathy Giessel 
State Capitol Room 427 
Juneau AK 99801 

Dear Senator Giessel, 

P.O. Box 32007 
Juneau, AK 99803 

(907)789-0458 voice (907)789-1356 fax 

I thank you for your support of and sponsorship of Senate Bill No. 71. With 
Alaska on the low end of the scale for flu vaccinations for the citizens of the 
state (we were 49th in 2012), this bill will help to further increase 
vaccination rates within the state. 

Most pharmacists are trained to administer vaccines and serve as a resource 
on vaccine administration and schedules. Immunization certification is now 
a part of pharmacy school curricula. Pharmacists are educated and trained 
professionals that have access to a large segment of the population including 
rural areas of the state. By eliminating the collaborative practice 
requirement we have eliminated one more obstacle to making vaccinations 
readily available to all Alaskans from all areas of the State. 

I thank you for helping Pharmacists provide a cost-effective means of 
vaccine delivery that will help increase healthcare and at the same time help 
lower overall healthcare costs. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Watts R.Ph. 
Pharmacist 
Juneau Alaska 



March 23, 2015 

Senator Cathy Giessel 
State Capitol 
Juneau AK 99801-1182 

Dear Senator Giessel: 

RE: Senate Bill 71: Pharmacists and Vaccines 

Thank you for sponsoring Senate Bill 71. As a community pharmacist who has 
practiced in Alaska for over 40 years, I am very supportive of allowing 
pharmacists, with the proper training and certification, to administer 
immunizations without the oversight of a medical doctor or nurse practitioner. 
Since many of us work in community pharmacies that are open in the evening and 
on weekends, we are accessible and available. Also, we see patients more often 
than other practitioners because they return to the pharmacy to refill their 
prescriptions, shop for health care sundries, or, perhaps, just come to visit or seek 
advice. We can encourage them to receive their necessary immunizations and 
administer them immediately if needed. By allowing pharmacists to 
independently administer vaccines, more pharmacies will offer the service to 
their patients and more Alaskans will be immunized. 

Margaret D. Soden, RPh 
PO Box 61328 
Fairbanks AK 99706-1328 
margaretdsoden@gmail.com 



Adele Garrison 

PO Box 35935 

Juneau, AK 99803 

Senator Giessel: 

Alaska Pharmacist-lmmunizers can increase access and lower healthcare costs 

Immunizations reduce the risk of infection by working with the body's natural defenses to help it safely 

develop immunity to vaccine preventable diseases. Community pharmacists are uniquely positioned to 

increase immunization rates in Alaska for vaccine-preventable diseases. This is important since the 

Center for Disease Control (CDD) has indicated that each year approximately 50,000 U.S. adults die from 

such diseases and their complications (with influenza-related illness accounting for over 70% of such 

deaths). Additionally, the CDC also has indicated that every $1 spent on immunizations save over $10 in 

direct and indirect societal costs, resulting in aggregate savings of more than $69 billion in the U.S. 

AKPhA supports efforts to expand authority for Alaskan pharmacists to administer all vaccines according 

to CDC recommendations by reducing burdensome collaborative practice agreements. Studies have 

shown that states in which pharmacists are granted broad authority to administer vaccines have higher 

immunization rates . 

Key Facts: 

• Most pharmacists are already trained to give vaccinations. Certification is part of pharmacy 

school curricula and over 250,000 pharmacists have been trained to administer vaccinations in 

the US. 

• In 2013 Alaskan community pharmacists administered over 17,000 vaccinations. 

• Pharmacies offer greater access to receive immunizations during evening, weekend and hol iday 

hours than other office based providers. 

• Pharmacist can provide a cost-effective means of vaccine delivery that can help lower overall 

healthcare costs. 

The recent outbreak of measles cases in the United States has highlighted the need for continued 

emphasis on the benefits of vaccinations. Pharmacists are highly educated, trained professionals that 

have unique access to a large segment of the population as well as in rural areas of Alaska. Legislation 

that would allow Alaskan pharmacists to administer all vaccines, per CDC recommendations, would 

significantly improve access to vaccinations and public health as a result. We ask for your support to 

expand the authority of pharmacists to independently administer vaccinations. 

Thank you so much for your continued support. 

Sincerely, · 

Adele Garrison 



NACDS NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
CHAIN DRUG STORES 

March 13, 2015 

Senator Cathy Giessel 
Vice-Chair Senator Health and Social Services Committee 
Alaska State Senate 
Juneau, Alaska 

RE: Senate Bill 71-Pharmacists independent immunizations 

Dear Senator Giessel, 

On behalf of the members of the National Association of Chain Drug Stores (NACDS), 
I would like to thank you for sponsoring legislation to allow pharmacists to 
independently prescribe and administer immunizations in the State of Alaska. 
NACDS members in Alaska operate 62 pharmacies, employ over 7,400 full and part­
time employees and pay over $8 million a year in state taxes. 

In 2012, only 1.2% of Alaskans were immunized for influenza, ranking 49th out of 51 
in the country. Pharmacists receive training and a certificate in the prescribing and 
administering of all the immunizations approved by the CDC down to the age of 
three through a CDC approved training program provided through the American 
Pharmacists Association. Pharmacy students also have immunization training and 
receive a certificate as part of their curriculum. As part of their education, 
pharmacists also trained to deal with any potential adverse reactions. In addition, 
pharmacists can receive special training to administer travel vaccines such as 
yellow fever for which they will need a Department of Health certificate. 

In 2013 over 17,800 immunizations were administered in community pharmacies 
(Data are from Source® PHAST Prescription Monthly, calendar year 2013). We are 
encouraged by Senate Bill 71 that many additional, needed vaccines will be 
administered in local boroughs and villages by pharmacists to patients and families 
that may otherwise go unimmunized. We believe by removing the collaborative 
agreement requirement we will be able to streamline the administration of vaccines. 

We appreciate your work on behalf of retail, community pharmacy and ask for quick 
passage of this very important legislation. 

Sincerely, 
Lis Houchen 
lhouchen@nacds.org 
360.480.6990 

130 18th Avenue, SE • O lympia, WA 98501 • 360.480.6990 • www.NACDS.org 



NACDS NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
CHAIN DRUG STORES 

March 16, 2015 

Senator Cathy Giessel 
Vice-Chair Senator Health and Social Services Committee 
Alaska State Senate 
Juneau, Alaska 

RE: Senate Bill 71-Pharmacists independent immunizations 

Dear Senator Giessel, 

On behalf of Safeway /Carrs pharmacies, I would like to thank you for sponsoring 
legislation to allow pharmacists to independently prescribe and administer 
immunizations in the State of Alaska. We operate 24 licensed pharmacies in Alaska 
and have found this to be a valuable patient service that we offer in our locations 
across the country. Prevention of disease in Alaska's citizens is a top priority for our 
pharmacists. 

Initially, pharmacists' vaccination efforts focused on seasonal influenza programs 
for adults. Today, pharmacists' services have expanded to offer year-round vaccines 
across the life span. When pharmacists began their immunization activities a few 
decades ago, many states did not allow pharmacists to immunize. That is no longer 
the case. As. of July 2009, pharmacists in all 50 states, Puerto Rico, and the District of 
Columbia have the authority to administer vaccines to varying degrees. 

However, state-level limitations on a pharmacist's authority to immunize remain, 
such as restrictions based on the necessity of a collaborative agreement with a 
physician. Pharmacists in Alaska are currently administering all vaccines under such 
an agreement except Yellow Fever, which requires a state issued stamp to 
administer. Pharmacists in Alaska do not currently qualify to apply for this stamp. 
Alaska is also just one of 14 states that do not allow pharmacy students to immunize 
under the supervision of a pharmacist. These practices limit the ability of our 
pharmacists to fully care for patients at the top of their licensure and within their 
scope of practice. 

We urge Alaska to join the growing number of states that are granting independent 
authority to prescribe and administer vaccines to pharmacists, America's most 
trusted and accessible health care provider. 

• Immunization rates in Alaska are not where we would like them to be. 
Raising these rates is an urgent public health issue, especially in light of 
recent disease outbreaks across the country. Removing barriers between 
providers and patients should be a priority. 
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• Nationwide, pharmacists have been immunizing since 1994. As of 2013, 
230,000 pharmacists and students have completed the APhA training alone. 
This training prepares pharmacists to make independent recommendations 
and assess patients' vaccine status. These providers need to be maximized 
whenever possible. The pharmacy is becoming a more frequent destination 
to obtain vaccination. More than 20% of patients getting vaccinated now seek 
vaccinations in pharmacies. Research has found that parents are supportive 
of pharmacists vaccinating their children and that immunization rates for 
children increase with pharmacist involvement. (Deshpande M, Schauer J, 
Mott DA, et al. Parents' perceptions of pharmacists as providers of influenza 
vaccine to children. J Am Pharm Assoc. 2013;53:488-95.) 

• Our pharmacists in Alaska already report vaccines to VacTrAK, a registry 
where any provider can see which vaccines a patient has received. This 
would eliminate the necessity of reporting to a collaborative agreement 
physician. 

• Pharmacists are well versed in the emergency medicine treatments required 
to be on hand for this type of service. 

In summary, removing the barriers that prevent pharmacists from independently 
prescribing and administering vaccines will benefit Alaskan citizens by improving 
access to critical preventative care and reduce the burden on all providers for 
treating these diseases. 

Sincerely, 
Amy Valdez 
Amy.valdez@safeway.com 
503-657-6348 



I ,\uthority: ,\ 80 0.1 0 AS 08.80 ~80 

12 AAC :'2.HO. l' ll All:\1,\( IS I' t. 01.1, AJIO HAT l\' E l' IU C I IC E AVTI IOIUTY. (a) ,\ phurmnml 
planning 10 ~~c:rc 1sc c,1l!aOOro11,c prJ<.·w .. c authur:1y 111 1hc phar111acisl' s practice by in itialing or mod if) ing drug 
therapy in JCC:otdan~c \\ 1lh u \Hllt( n protu«.L,1 (Slabli\ ht'd and ,,ppro't'ed for 1he phnrrnacHt' i praclicc b) .s 
pn1c:titinner au1horiud to pr(,crohe drug< under ,IS 08 must ,11bmit the cu111plcrcd " ri1te11 protocol 10 the b,,nrtl and 
be upprovcd by the bonrd be fo re irnp lcm,111atiun 

(b) A wri tten prorocol mu)I include 
(I ) ,111 agreeme111 ,n which pra,tiuuncrs authori,ed 10 prc,cnbe legend drugs in th is stale ,tutho11,.c 

plmmtacis1s lii:(n.sc<l it1 this statt to aJmun'ilCr 11r J1.spensi: 1n occordance w1th 1hat \\'Tittcn prntocol: 
(2 ) a s1a1cmem ttlcnutymg lhc prnctithlncrs ,, uthorized to prescribe .:md the pha.rmncists who nrc pany 10 the 

agreement: 
(3) the time pcrio,,1 during \,111 ... h 1hc " 1i11 c11 protocol wltl be in effect, nor 10 exceed t\h> years, 
(4) th~ lypc• 11f<olloborati vc au1l101il> Jc"sions thnl the phannucists nn: a111 horized to mnkc, incluJ ing 

(,\ ) lypcs of dtscascs, Jrugs, or dnt~ ,:a1eg.irius in volved nnd the 1ypc of ,ullahurntivc .111thoril> au1hon1cd 
In each case; ~ml 

(B) proccJurc:.. Jcd sion cru~ria~ or rlun1 the plmnnacists art to fo llow when m:Jkmg thcrnl)('Ulll.: 
dcd sions, panicu larly when mud llicallon m 1111 t1o.ltion of tlrug therapy is involved; 

15) act,viucs 1he phannnc1s1, arc lo follow in the course of exercising r.o llaborotrve authori ty, ind uding 
d()(umontotion of decision. mnde. anti a pl:tn !Or communkanon and fcrdhack to the outhori lin~ prarritiu11tn 
..:onccming sped fit; 1.k -c 1s1011~ mndc; 

(6) ~ list oflhc , pt'c itk l}'J'C~ uf p,uicn1 , cligihle lo receive st rv i"·cs unJcr tho wriH t'n proto\.ol, 
(7) a phtn fnr the au1huri1i11~ pnct1t11,r11.·rs to review 1hc dcci~1on, madt.: b.v tht· pharn1t1cisb ,11 lc,LSI 0 11cc every 

1hrcc months: w,d 
(8) 11 plun for ptU \ 11J111g lhc d!Ul~or1w1 g practnioncn wit h \·nch r nri rn t rf."cord crt.'atc,J unJi:r thl~ wriucn 

prulocol. 
(c) To e111 e-r into ;1 wri tten pratocol under lhts scc.1iun, prnctitiona s authorized tu pre~cnbc: n1ust tic 111 11c1ivr 

practi e, nnd 1hu 11uthoro1) grnntcd 111u,1bewi1hi111he scope of the praclitroncrs · prt1c l1cc. 
(d) Unloss the board is snusr.ed 1ha1 the phannat i<t ha.. been adequately !rained in the procedures outlined in lhe 

wri llcn protocol, 1ho board wi ll specify and require completion of •dd itional lniin ing that cover.< tltnsc procedures 
before Issuing npproval or the prolocol. 

(e) Oocu 111cntat1on rela1cd to the, wriltcn r rutocol rnust be rn 11 i111ained fur nt lerisl 1wo years. 
(t) TI1c , riucn protocol may be terminiucJ upon wriuen 1wticc by the ,1uthorizint1. practitioners or phannoc1slS. 

The phann3cists sh3ll notffy the board in wnttng wi1hm 30 day aner II wriuen prolocol is \c rminotcd. 
(g) Any modlOcmion to the wrincn prolocol must be npprovcd by the boord u requ ired by 1hls ,wiort for o new 

written pro1ocol. 
(h) ·1nls scc1ion docs 1101 npply 10 p.inicipanon, by • ph11nnuc is1 pru !icing In nn mslllUlional lbcility, in drug 

tlien,py protocols ond guidel ines opproved by the insiitutiono l fneillly' ~ phannncy nnd lh1eropcu1ics commiuec or hy 
onu1hcr medical s1arr governing body of 1ha1 lnsti tulionnl fact li ly, if records rclalcd to the dmg lhcropy prolocols and 
guidelines nre ma111rnincd and made nl'nilablc 10 the bonrd upon request. 

(f) A sil(J1ed copy or the npprovccl cull.1hora ti vc pn1c·rkc 11pplic.-i1ion nod protocols mus, rcmuiJ1 al the ph1mmu.:y 
location nt oil time . 

Authority, AS 08.80.030 AS 08.80ASO 

12 AAC 52,250. JO ll SHADOWl.'IG IN l' H RMACY. (n) A phn1mncist-in-ch11rgc or job shodowing 
prcceplor of u pharmacy mny nllow job ,hodowing by o .iudcnt in lhe plmnno y only a., spe ifi cd in 1his section. 

(b) Defore o ,iudent begins o Job ,hudowing program under Utis section, U,c phttrnmcl t-ln-chargo or job 
shndowlng preceptor shall comp lcle 1hat port ion of the joll shadowing documentat ion fonn prescribed by lhc board, 
which inoludcs the niuncs ol the pharmacy, the participating Shtdent, nnd the phnnnncist-in..:hurge or job , hndowing 
preceptor. Tho student and lhc plinnnuc1~1-in~ hurgc or prcccp1or shall ~isn the form. ·1110 parent or guardian of the 
student shnll nlso sign the fonn if 1hc 5l11dc111 iJ less thnn I 8 yenrs oF age. 

(c) The phannncist- in -chnrgc or, if applicable, the job shadowing preceptor sha ll fnmillarize lhc s1udcn1 wi rh 1ho 
confidentiality re~uircmenll of 4S CF R., Pons 160 nud 164 (HI PAAl and ensure cornplinncc with this section and 
tho rcl tvant scclion.1 of AS 08.80 nnJ thi, ch,1ptcr. 

(J) A phllnmu:ist-in-ch:irge or job shodowmg preccptur may not nllow 
(I) a student in a job shadowing program to 

(A) rcxcivc nny rcmuner.ulon or other compensation; 
(D) pcrfonn Job shndo,. ing for more thnn SO hours; 
(C) perform any funct ions rcscncd for llccn~ed, ccrtilicd, or registered phnm1ncy personnel; 

(2) a ratio of job shadowing studenl lo phnnnucisl-in-chnrgc or job shadowing preceptor olhcr than one to 
one. 

(c) Aller completion o f the JOb shado,\a i11 g p1l1g.i11m by a :>tuJcni. the phannac l5t-in-..:hargc or job sh11dowi11g 
p1 occplor , 1111 11 complerc d1a1 portion uf the job ,hndow111g documentation fonn prcscrihcd hy 1hc board 1Vhcrc the 
phann 111c i,;1-in-d1arge or ;ub -.hadO \!,d ng prcc.·cptor pro\'1rtcs the d111e omJ limt in huurs student wu present and job 
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(2) a diagnosis an <rca1mcn1 plan for 1he lliagnn,is : 
L'I rnoniloring the patient fnr lhc prirnar) comli1i on !hat nccc"ilalcs 1hc drug. si Jc cffc,b uf lhe llrug, and 

results of the drug, as appruprime: 
(-1) a rt·co l'll of drugs rrcsnihcd. adminis1cred. or dispcn,cd. indu<ling 1hc 1) 11<: uf Jrug, Jose . anll any 

au1hori1.cd refills . 

Authority: AS OR .6-1 .100 AS 08 .6-U07 AS 08.o.U80 

12 AAC 40.980. COLLAUORAT I G l'H Y !CIA . Repealed Vl/ l!tllil. 

12 AAC 40.983. COOPERATIVE PRACTICE AGREEMENTS WITH PHARMACISTS. la) A rhy ician 
ma} enter into a C()(lpcrati\'e rr:1cticc agrccmcm "ith :1 pharmacist licensed· U)lder AS 08.80 a, pro, idcd in 1his 
scclinn . The ini1i al agrccmcni ma) 1101 c,cccd l\\U )Cars and is suhjc,t tu renewal under (j) o f thi~ sc,t1on . 

(hi A physician planni ng to enter into a conpcmlil'c pmcticc ugrccmc nt "i1h a pharmu<.:ist must ,uhrnit to 1hc 
hnurll II wrillen rroposed agreement 1ha1 meets the requi rements t1f lhb , ccti un. The rrnposc<l agreement must he 
approved hy 1hc board before c,xipcrathe pmclicc under lhc agreement. if arpro,cd. hcgins. A proposed 
mudific:lltion to an agreement must be submillcd to 1he bo.1rd for apprul'al. hcforc the modifi cation . if approred. is 
implemented. The hoard will appro\'c a proposed agree ment or mudilica1ion if ii is medical!) appropriale amJ 
provi des for !he safely of the pa lient. If 1hc lx~1r1J Jhappn" cs,, prupuscll agreement or moditi catinn. the hoard shall 
,unc 1hc reasons for its action . 

(cl A rnopcmli\'c pmctiec agrccmcnl hcl\\cen a ph)si,ian and a phanmad~t musl indudc 
{I) lhc ph) sician·s au1hnri7aliu n 1u a pharmacist or group of phannacis1, h> manage a pmicm ·s medication 

therapy: 
(2) the full numc . medical li,cnsc numhcr. date of issuance nf li ccn e . and special!). if an) . of each physician 

l\'hO is a party 10 1hc agreement: 
L'l lhc full na me , place o f ~111ploy111cn1. mailing address. pharnm,isl license numhcr . and date of is,uancc nf 

license . of each pharmacisl who is a pa rty to the agrccmeni: 
(4) a stalcrncnt of lhc duratio n of the agrccmcnl. "hich ma) nol c,cccd two )cars: 
(5) !he t) pcs of wopcm1ivc prac1icc deci sion~ !hat !he physician is authorizing 1hc pharmacist lo make under 

the agreement, including 
(A) lypcs uf diseases. mcuicaliun, , ur mc<lication caiegorics i1wolred and the 1ypc of coupcratil c authmit) 

lo be exercised in cnch cn.sc; and 
(B) procedures . decision criteria . nr plans lhc pharmacisl must folio" when making 1hcmpcu1ic decisions, 

particu larly when ini 1iating or rnodif)ing med ication; 
(6) requirements that a pharmacist must follow "hen c,creising cuopcr,nivc uuihority . including 

documentation of deci s ions mudc . and a pla n for communication and feedback to lhc physician concerning spccilic 
decisions m:1dc: 

(7) a plan fo r the physician to review the deci sions made h) lhc pharmacist al least once ever) 1hrec rnonlhs; 
(8) a plan for providi ng 10 the physician patient records crealcd under the agreement; 
(9) a provis ion that a lhll\s the ph)sician 10 merride the agreement ii' the physician considers it medica ll y 

necessury or appropria1c: 
( 10) nn aeknowlcdgeme nl thnl lhc ph)sieiun "ill 11111 rccei"c an) cumpcnsalion from a pharmadsl or pharmaq 

a., a result of the care or 1reatmcnt of any pmicnt unller the agreement; 
(I I) u prnhihition on 1hc admi nistralion o r ui spcnsing of an) ,chedulc I. 11 , Ill . nr IV contrullcu ,ubstan,es. 

(d) The ph)sician , or a ph)siciun assistant under lhc supervision of the physil'ian. must physicall y e,amine and 
cva luaie a patient heforc thal patient ma) he included under a coopcmlive pra, licc agrccmenl Ill 1>hieh that 
physician is a pariy . The physician mus! issue a prescription or mcuication urllcr rnr each patien1 , alid for up Ill one 
) ear. l' he physician. or a physician a.~si,tanl under lhc supervi sion of the physic ian, must cunuucl a physical 
exa mination of a patient at least once a year while that patient is indudcd umJer a , oupcrative pmctice agreement to 
whic h that physidan is a part ) . The m1uircmcnts of !his subsection do not appl) 10 a cooperative pmciicc 
ngrecmcnl allowing !he admi nistralion of emergcnq contraception. immuni,..ations o f persons 18 )Cars of age or 
older. and those immunizati on. recommended lo l,c given on a )earl) basis b~ the United Sta tes Departme nt of 
Health and Human Services Centers for Disease Control .ind Preventio n. 

(CJ Only a physician in ac ih·e pmclice in 1hi, stale ma) enter inlo a nx,pcrJlivc pl"Jcticc agrccmcnl under !his 
section. An authority au1hori1:cd b) n physician must he 11ilhin lhc ph)sid,111 ' · i:urrcnl srnpc of prnctice . 

( f) A physidan who enters into a coopcmtivc pmcticc agreement shall keep a mp) of lhe 1Hillcn agreement and 
the records of a ll p:.11icnls treated under ii during lhc pcriu<l ur the "grccment. The ph) ·ician shall rc lain the 
agreeme nt and records required hy !his s uhsection for al leas! ~even )cars aflcr lhc lermina lion of lhe agreement. 

(g) A ecx1pemtivc practice agrccmcnl is lcrminulcd upon 1Hillcn notice hy ci1hc r lhc physician ur the 
pharmucist. T he ph)sician shall nolif) 1hc board in \\ri ling within 30 da)s aflcr an agrccmcn l is tcrmi nalcd . 

(hJ T he l>oarc.J may periudicall ) rericw coopcrJtive practice agree ments appro1·cd under this section. 
(i) The req ui reme nts of this section do nol apply 10 coopcrnl ive pr.iclicc agrccmcnis adop1ed b) lhe ph) sicia ns 

on mcuicul staff of a hospi tal o r nursing faci lily lice nsed unde r AS 47 .. 12 for 1rca1111c n1 o f palicnts of lhua faci li1y. 
U> The physician may seek renewal of a cnnpcratirc practice agrccmcnl fnr addi1 iona l IWO-)car pcri(xls. 
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~a . . Alaska Pharmacists Association 

April 8, 20 15 

Senator Cathy Giessel 
Alaska State Capitol, Rm 427 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

RE: SB 71 Collaborative Practice Question 

Dear Senator Giessel, 

During the last hearing on SB 71 a question was raised regarding the costs for 
pharmacists/pharmacies for the collaborative practices agreements with prescribers (i.e. 
Physicians and Nurse Practitioners). While we have no set numbers from our membership, 
partially due to business confidentially, we did receive input regarding this question. The 
responses ranged from no monetary charge because of pharmacist/provider relationship to rates 
ranging from $50 to $500 per prescriber. It is our understanding that it often depends on the 
number of pharmacists covered under the agreement. For example, if a chain store had 21 
pharmacists under an agreement the prescriber may charge a fee for each time the pharmacist 
had to access the prescriber because of the time commitment involved. 

All our responses indicated that gathering and submitting the required paperwork required a 
large time commitment and as we all know time is money! Additionally, delays in paperwork 
processing were also noted since the Board of Pharmacy only meets a few times a year to sign 
off on the agreements. 

I hope this helps clarify the question raised. Unfortunately, at this time there is no standard rate 
associated with the agreements. 

Sincerely, 

Barry Christensen, RPh 
Co-Chair Legislative Committee 

E-mail: akphrmcy@alaska.net 
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