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<<GAVEL>> 
Let's call the meeting to order. 

Let the record reflect that it is 1:02 p.m. on Thursday,January 28. 

Welcome to the House Special Committee on :Military & Veterans' Affairs. 
Present are: 

• Representative Colver 
• Representative LeDoux 
• Representative Lynn 
• Representative Gruenberg 
• Representative Tuck 
• Representative Hughes (Going to Trans at 1 :30) 
• And myself, Chair Herron 

[Turn off cell phones please.] 
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
Today we'll be hearing about the Governor's Alaska State Defense Force Rural 
Initiative. Deputy Commissionerfi3ob" Doeb] and Command Sei:geant Major Richard 
~ lease put yourselves on-'-aierecord and proceed with your presentation. 

Questio~ j{.J/,d,.. a,._ J.f-rd ~ 

Next Meeting: We will not be meeting next week. 

We're adjourned. 



THE STATE 

01ALASKA 
GO VE RN O R BI LL WALK ER 

February 1, 2016 

Representative Bob Herron, Chairman 
Special Committee On Military and Veterans' Affairs 
State Capitol, Room 406 
Juneau, AK 99801 -1182 

Dear Chairman Herron: 

Department of Military and 
Veterans Affairs 
Office of the Commissioner 

P.O. Box 5800 
JBER, AK 99505-0800 

Main: 907.428.6003 
Fax: 907.428.60 19 

Thank you for extending to us the ·vilege of testifying to your committee on the DMV A's rural 
initiative to establish a scout battalion in th.e Alaska tate Defense Force. We found the discussion 
valuable and hope you and your membei:s did, 'too. We looK forwarcl to working with you in the 
future. 

Several questions arose during the h._earing :which we were lll.tlprepared t0 answer on the spot. Those 
questio~s and our answers are below. Please feel free to share them with e members of your 
committee or any other interested persons. 

How would you desct1ioe a typical ASOF _member? 
• 

~ F soldiers eome foom many backgrenmds, have mastered a broad ra0.ge of occupations, and 
possess an extraordinallil.y wide variety of skills, so it is di£ficult to identify a ' /:}'pical" member. 
Engineers, doctors, lawyers, electr0nics specialists, air,line pilots and hw enfo cement professionals, 
not to mention s0rne or-the most adept amateur radio operators in Alaska haMe all found meaningful 
service in the ASDF. They share some characteristics - they are all patriotic, intelligent, community 
oriented, an<d giving volunteers with mearts for senrke to their fellow Alaskans. 

What is the age of the oldest and youngest serving ASDF members? 

How many are vets? 

Of the 85 members 0£ tli:e ASI2-P, 20 (24°%0) are veterans. 
in a law enforGe ent p sit±on in the milit ary. 

_... 
,1-,,_ 

... 



How many are combat vets? 

About 15 (18%) ASDF members are combat veterans. Note: they are counted as part of the 20 in 
response to the prior question. 

How many are credentialed law enforcement officers? 

The ASDF includes three credentialed and one retired or formerly credentialed law enforcement 
officers. Note: the retired law enforcement officer is also a veteran. 

Can you share any other demographic information? 

Two active ASDF members, part of the new signal detachment in Bethel, identify themselves as 
Alaska Natives. Applications from two Alaska Natives are presently under consideration, also for 
the Bethel signal detachment. 

Do ASDF Members take an oath? 

Yes. The text of that oath is as follows: 

I __ ~ do solemn!J swear that I will support and defend the Constit11tion of the United States and the 
Constitution of the State of Alaska against all enemies, foreign and domesti1,~· that I will bear true faith and allegiance 
to the same; that I will obey the orders of the Governor of the S fate of Alaska; that I make this obligation free!J, 
without arry mental reservation or p111pose of evasion. And that I will well and faithful!J discharge the duties to which 
I am assigned in theAlaska State Defense Force ttpon 1vhich I am abo11t to enter according to the best of my abi/iry. 
So help me God. 

I hope this information is helpful. Please let me know if you or your members have additional 
questions. 

Deputy Commissioner 



Rob Earl 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

DRAFT Response 
Cc: MLV committee and staff 

Deputy Commissioner Bob Doe hi, 

Rob Earl 
Friday, February 05, 2016 12:20 PM 
Rep. Bob Herron; 'Bob Herron' 
DMVA Response to MLV questions at 1.28.16 hearing 
DMVA Response to MLV 1.28.16 mtg questions.pdf 

Thank you very much for your written answers to questions raised during the 1.28.16 House Military & Veterans Affairs 
Committee hearing. (Attached.) 

The committee appreciates your speedy and thorough response. 

All the best, 

Bob Herron 

Rob E. Earl 
Staff to Rep. Bob Herron 
907.465.5141 office 
907.952.1810 cell 
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Alaska State Defense Force 
Rural Initiative 

HOUSE MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE 

January 28, 2016 
By Deputy Commissioner Bob Doehl and Command 

Sergeant Major Richard Hildreth 1 



**A * 
* * * S D* F 

Alaska State Defense Force 
and Title 26 

• Sec. 26.05.100: Alaska State Defense Force established 

• Sec. 26.05.010 & .030 Alaska State Defense Force 
recognized as part of organized militia 

• Sec. 26.05.050 Statutory authority for Governor to 
specifically organize scout units in the organized militia in 
western, northwestern and Arctic regions 
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Alaska State Defense Force 
Background 

• Always under state control 

• Not subject to federal deployment/control 

• 100% state funded 

• Not paid to train 

• State Active Duty for disaster response and exercises 

• Minimally equipped 
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Mission Task List 

• Route and Zone Reconnaissance 

• Disaster Response Support 

• Damage Assessment 

• Movement and Replenishment 

• Medical Station Support 

• Community Disaster Pre-Mitigation Support 

• Arctic Operations, Survival, and Movement Training 
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* A * * 
* 

* * * S D* F Value Added to Alaska 

• Distributed Disaster Response Force 

• Enhanced Resilience for Disasters 

• Domain Awareness 

• Additional Distributed Search and Rescue Resources 

• Increased Incident Command Systems Capability 

• Resilient Communications Capability 

• Transportation Expertise in Austere Environments 

• Enhanced Disaster Evacuee Shelter Support 

• Increased Evacuee Transportation Capability 
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Task Organization 
ASDF, (Provisional Scout BN) 

Bethel Armory 
Bethel, Alaska 

Battalion Staff 

S1 S2 S3 S4 

Battalion 

Comma~d~r ______ 1 
_ Sergeant Major 

Executive 
Officer Special Staff 

Chaplain 

Personnel Domain Operations Logistics 
Awareness r------t••············ ····· ···~··· ············ ····· 

59 Soldiers HHC 

Bethel 

4 state active duty positions 

118 part-time positions 

Aco 

Bethel 

SCT 
DETs 
X 12 

63 Soldiers 

. . . . . . - ·- .... - -, ,- - .. - -
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I B co I 
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I C co I 
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l----J 

I 
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**A * 
* * * S D* F 

Alaska State Defense Force 
Proposed Initial Stationing 

• Distributed force will create more 
secure and resilient communities 

• Serve as trainers and liaisons to 
Alaska National Guard and Active 
Component service-members 
(stationed in and outside Alaska) for 
Arctic operations 

• Rekindle a tradition of military service 

Battalion Headquarters and HHC in Bethel 
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Conclusion 

The successor to the 
Alaska Territorial 
Guard and the Alaska 
Army National Guard 
Scouts 

Point of Contact: 

Deputy Commissioner Bob Doehl 

Department of Military and Veterans Affairs 

907-428·-6003 or bob.doehl@alaska.gov 

8 


