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REPRESENTATIVE MIKE HAWKER 
ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE• DISTRICT 28 

Anchorage • Glen Alps • Rainbow • Indian • Bird• Girdwood • Portage 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Representative Bob Lynn 
Chairman, House State Affairs Committee 

FROM: Representative Mike Hawker ~ • 
DATE: February 19, 2015 

RE: House Bill 64 Hearing Request 

I request that House Bill 64, which would eliminate Daylight Saving Time in Alaska, be 
scheduled for a hearing at your earliest convenience. I have included and sent via email: 

• Sponsor Statement 

• Current published version of the bill 

• Testimony in support 

• Background Materials 

I anticipate getting survey results from Senator MacKinnon's online survey about this issue 
in the next few days and will send that as soon as possible. My understanding is that there 
are approximately 3,400 responses with 80% in favor of eliminating DST. 

I do not anticipate needing any specialized Information Services equipment and am not 
requesting any off-nets at this time. 

Please feel free to contact me or my legislative aide, Juli Lucky, at 269-0244 for additional 
information. 

SESSION: State Capitol,Juneau, Alaska 99801 • (907) 465A949 

INTERIM: 716 W. 4th Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska 99501 • (907) 269~0244 

Rep.Mike.Hawker@akleg.gov • www.housemajority.org/hawker 
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REPRESENTATIVE MIKE HAWKER 
A LASKA STATE LEGISLATURE• DISTRICT 28 

Anchorage• Glen Alps • Rainbow • Indian • Bird • Girdwood • Portage 

House Bill 64 
Sponsor Statement 

Short Title: Eliminate Daylight Saving Time 

House Bill 64 eliminates Daylight Saving Time, which would allow Alaskans to discontinue the 
practice of resetting our clocks, including our biological clocks, twice per year. This bill, in various 
forms, has been brought forward many times and enjoys widespread support. 

With a delayed effective date of January 1, 2017, House Bill 64 addresses some of the concerns that 
have plagued previous attempts, including having enough time for affected businesses to make 
schedule changes. The delayed effective date also gives Alaskans the necessary time to determine 
which standard time zone is appropriate and pursue any necessary changes to our standard time zone 
at the federal level. 

SESSION: State Capitol,Juneau, Alaska 99801 • (907) 465-4949 

INTERIM: 716 W . 4th Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska 99501 • (907) 269-0244 

Rep.Mike.Hawker@akleg.gov • www.housemajority.org/hawker 

PUBLISHED: 2/19/15 
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Time to Move On? The Case Against Daylight Saving Time 
Changing our clocks twice a year doesn't save us energy or money, experts say. 
Brian Handwerk 
National Geographic 
Published November 1, 2013 
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Clocks "fall back" this Sunday, November 3, and people are again asking: Why do we bother with 
daylight saving time? 

The latest Rasmussen Report from March 2013 found that only 37 percent of Americans surveyed thought 
daylight saving time (DST) is "worth the hassle," while 45 percent said it was not. 

Tufts University professor Michael Downing, author of Spring Forward: The Annual Madness o(Daylight 
Saving Time, said such opposition has been around for a century. 

"The whole proposition that you can gain or lose an hour is at best theoretical," he said. "So I think from the 
start people had no clear idea what we were doing or why we were doing it. It just generates confusion, and 
confusion generates bad will." 

Beyond simple confusion and inconvenience, opponents make many cases against continuing to observe 
daylight saving time. (Related: "Daylight Saving Time 2013: When Does it End? And Why?") 

No Energy Savings 
From the early, humorous musings of Benjamin Franklin to the first widespread implementation of daylight 
savings during World War I and into the present day, observing DST has had a foundation in energy savings. 

Lighter evenings mean lower demand for illumination and electricity, the theory goes. But studies question 
whether daylight saving time produces any gains at all-and some suggest it may have the opposite effect. 

Indiana, once home to counties that both did and did not observe DST, adopted the practice statewide in 2006. 

That unusual event meant Matthew Kotchen, an environmental economist at Yale, and colleagues could 
compare before-and-after electricity use across the state. 

In their 2008 National Bureau of Economic Research study, the team found that lighting demand dropped, but 
the warmer hour of extra daylight tacked onto each evening led to more air-conditioning use, which canceled 
out the gains from reduced lighting and then some: Hoosiers paid higher electric bills than before DST, the 
study showed. (Related: "Extended Daylight Saving Time Not an Energy Saver?") 

During the 2000 Sydney Olympics, parts of Australia extended daylight saving time while others did not. 

Environmental economist Hendrik Wolff, of the University of Washington, and colleagues found that the 
practice did indeed drop lighting and electricity use in the evenings-but that higher energy demands during 
darker mornings completely canceled out the evening gains. 

Wolff found regional differences in DST energy impacts, but paints an overall picture that's not positive. 

"Everywhere there is air conditioning, our evidence suggests that daylight saving is a loser," Wolff said. 

http:// news. nationa lgeogra p h ic. com/ news/2013/11/ 131101-when-d oes-d ayl ight-savi ngs-ti me-en d-n ove m ber-3-sci en ce/ 
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"If you don't have air conditioning, it could be a slight energy winner, but not overall in the United States. In 
2007 we extended DST by one month in the U.S., and in that one month it turned out to be basically a zero­
impact event." (See "Six Stealthy Energy Hogs: Are They Lurking in Your Home?") 

In terms of energy savings, Downing said, Wolffs and other studies are no longer in much dispute: It's clear that 
DST doesn't save energy in the big picture. 
Part of the story that is often ignored, he added, is the energy required to get people from place to place­
gasoline. In fact the petroleum and automobile industries have always been huge supporters of DST, Downing 
said. 

"When you give Americans more light at the end of the day, they really do want to get out of the house. And 
they go to ballparks, or to the mall and other places, but they don't walk there. Daylight saving reliably 
increases the amount of driving that Americans do, and gasoline consumption tracks up with daylight saving." 

Hazardous to Your Health? 
Shifting our clocks an hour naturally makes for a few groggy mornings, but some research suggests a far more 
dangerous impact to our bodies-an increased risk of heart attack. A 2012 study by University of Alabama at 
Birmingham's Martin Young found that the risk of heart attack surges by 10 percent on the Monday and 
Tuesday after moving the clocks ahead an hour each spring. 

"Exactly why this happens is not known but there are several theories," Young said in a statement 
accompanying the study. 

"Sleep deprivation, the body's circadian clock, and immune responses all can come into play when considering 
reasons that changing the time by an hour can be detrimental to someone's health." 

The research reinforces 2008 findings published in the New England Journal of Medicine showing that in 
Sweden, heart-attack risk rose just after the spring time change. 

"The most likely explanation to our findings are disturbed sleep and disruption of biological rhythms," lead 
author Imre Janszky, of the Norwegian University of Science and Technology, told National Geographic News 
in 2010. 

Fortunately, these scary statistics may be balanced by the return to standard time, according to Young's 
research, which also found that heart-attack risk decreases 10 percent when clocks fall back. 

"Just Plain Tired" 
Till Roenneberg, a chronobiologist at Ludwig-Maximilians University in Munich, Germany, studies less 
dramatic but cumulative and possibly critical impacts to our body's natural relationship with light and dark. 

His research suggests that the human body's circadian clock, kept in tune by light and darkness, never adjusts to 
the changing chronology of DST. (Also see "Jet Lag Cure for Mice Illuminates Inner Workings of Circadian 
Clocks.") 

"The consequence of that is that the majority of the population has drastically decreased productivity, decreased 
quality of life, increasing susceptibility to illness, and is just plain tired," Roenneberg told National Geographic 
in 2010. 

http:// news.nation a lgeogra phi c. com/ news/2013/11/131101-when-d oes-d aylight-savi ngs-ti me-en d-nove m ber-3-sci ence/ 
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Shifting a daylight hour from morning to evening only increases "social jet lag," Roenneberg explained, in 
which people's actual sleeping schedule is out of whack with optimal circadian sleep periods, making them 
chronically tired. (See: "Leap Year: How the World Makes Up for Lost Time.") 

"Light doesn't do the same things to the body in the morning and the evening. More light in the morning would 
advance the body clock, and that would be good. But more light in the evening would even further delay the 
body clock." 

Our health may benefit, however, from a quantifiable boost in recreational activities that goes along with lighter 
evenings. Hendrik Wolff and colleagues were among several groups to document this phenomenon, in their 
case using data from a nationwide American time-use study. 
"We found that during the period of the 2007 [daylight] extension, people engaged in more outdoor recreation 
and less indoor-TV watching," he said. "An additional 3 percent of people engaged in outdoor behaviors who 
otherwise would have stayed indoors." 

Cash is king, and economics have always played a role in the politics of daylight saving time. Over the past 50 
years, DST has been stretched from six months to seven months to now eight months in part because several 
industries have been huge supporters. In the mid- l 980s, for example, the golf industry estimated that an extra 
month of DST was worth $200 to $400 million. 

During that same time the U.S. barbecue industry pegged their increased profits at $150 million for that same 
additional month. 

Farmers Against DST 
With any controversial subject, there are sure to be groups for and against. In the case of daylight saving time, 
it's often difficult to sort out which are which. 

For some reason, many Americans grew up believing that the practice was adopted for farmers, Downing said. 

"That's the complete inverse of what's true," he said. "The farmers were the only organized lobby against 
daylight saving in the history of the country," he said, explaining that the practice left them with an hour less 
sunlight to get crops to market. 

"The farmers were the reason we never had a peacetime daylight saving time until 1966. They had a powerful 
lobby and were against it vociferously." 

Many farmers still don't like DST, including some dairy farmers, who find that cows' natural milking schedules 
don't adapt easily to a sudden shift. 

Religious, TV Opposition 
Downing noted that a number of religions with prayer times depending on sunrise or sunset also object to DST 
because they don't like to have holy days fooled with- particularly among Orthodox practitioners. 

"That echoes the original objections with daylight saving," he said. "The idea that we were fooling around with 
God's time and this was the mechanized world's way of somehow taking over God's world. 

"Another group that's traditionally been opposed to it are organizations like the PTA and people concerned with 
schoolchildren," Downing noted. 

http:// news. nati onalgeograp h ic. com/ news/2013/11/ 131101-wh en-d oes-dayl i ght-savi ngs-ti me-end-nove m ber-3-sci ence/ 
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"It has been expanded by a month every 20 years or so since the mid-1960s, and now we start to get daylight 
saving time in the late winter/early spring and in the very late autumn. This means that our sunrise times are so 
late that schoolchildren are out on dark streets in the morning, and that raises objections among parents of 
schoolchildren." 

Downing's research also suggests that studies of increased traffic accidents and injuries, which variously 
support or condemn the practice of daylight saving time, don't really show enough of a difference to be 
statistically significant in a nation where more than 30,000 people are killed in traffic accidents each year. 

The TV industry, Downing said, is also among the practice's opponents. "If you look at the Nielsen ratings 
during the first week of daylight saving, no matter when it is, even the most popular shows go down by 10 to 15 
percent in viewership." 

And Utah State University economist William F. Shughart II has estimated that the simple but inconvenient act 
of changing America's clocks and devices back and forth represents an annual $1. 7 billion of lost opportunity 
cost. 

Shughart's rough estimates were based on the average American's hourly wage and an assumption that each 
person spent some ten minutes changing clocks, watches, and other devices-time that could have been far 
more productively spent. 

Daylight Saving Time Here to Stay? 
The U.S. Energy Policy Act of 2005 mandated a controversial month-long extension of daylight saving time, 
which began in 2007. A White House petition to end DST entirely stalled earlier this year because it failed to 
garner the required number of signatures, and Congress isn't currently exploring ending the practice, so it seems 
here to stay-at least where it's observed. 
Because the federal government doesn't require states or territories to observe DST, Arizona--except for 
residents of the Navajo Nation- Hawaii, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Guam, and the 
Northern Marianas Islands will ignore this weekend's switch. 

This type of mishmash is common around the globe, creating the confusion that may be one ofDST's biggest 
problems, according to critics. Most Asian and African nations avoid DST altogether. South America features a 
mix of different DST and non-DST schedules even among neighboring nations. 

And while most of North America and Europe observe DST, all those nations don't change clocks at the same 
time, creating further discrepancies. "Every country tries to make their best switching dates based on their best 
beliefs," Wolff said. 

Meanwhile, the passionate debate on the subject, at least, is likely to continue as it has for a century--even 
where facts linking DST to a given behavior are thin to nonexistent. 

"Daylight saving has been credited with speeding up production in industrial plants and lessening eye-strain 
among school children, and it has been blamed for forcing homemakers to prepare dinner during the hottest 
hours of the day and browning out lawns unaccustomed to so much sunshine," Downing said. 

"As you can imagine, the Congressional Record on daylight saving constitutes the great comic novel of the 20th 
century," he said. 

"It's absolutely fascinating what daylight saving been blamed for and credited with over the years." 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2013/11/131101-when-does-daylight-savings-time-end-november-3-science/ 
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Daylight Savings Time and Impacts 

January 21, 2015 

Jocelyn Durkay, NCSL Environment, Energy and Transportation Group, 
jocelyn.durkay@ncsl.or~ 

Daylight saving time is observed in 48 states in the United States. Arizona (except for the Navajo Nation) 

and Hawaii are the two states that do not observe daylight saving time; the territories of American 

Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands also do not observe 

daylight saving time. 

Daylight saving time originated in Europe during World War I as a fuel conservation effort. Originally 

adopted in 1918, the U.S. has had several iterations of federal policy adopting daylight saving time. The 

federal Uniform Time Act of 1966 (15 U.S.C. §260 et seq.) established current federal policy on daylight 

savings time. The Energy Policy Act of 2005 extended daylight saving time to the current time period­

between the second Sunday in March to the first Sunday in November. The U.S. Department of 

Transportation (USDOT) is the federal organization responsible for overseeing daylight savings time and 

the country's time zones. 

Under the Uniform Time Act, a state has the authority to exempt itself from observing daylight saving 

time, thereby staying on standard time. Several states have considered exemptions from daylight 

savings time although no states have recently enacted legislation. In 2006, Indiana enacted legislation to 

adopt daylight savings time. 

Health Impacts 

There have been a number of studies conducted globally indicating the health impacts- both positive 

and negative-of daylight saving time, including sleep, wellness, heart attacks and traffic fatalities. In 

several instances, studies provide contradictory results. 

With regard to sleep and wellness, a 2006 study found during the transition period for adjusting to the 

fall's standard time led to both reduced sleep time and reduced quality of sleep. A 2012 study found a 

decrease in sleep from daylight saving time led to a decrease in productivity at work. A 2009 study found 
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sleep loss associated with daylight saving time is associated with workplace injuries. Additionally, an 

Australian study found the small shift in sleep patterns with daylight saving time led to an increase in 

suicide in males. A 2008 study, however, disputed the connection between daylight saving time and 

hospital accidents or manic episodes. 

A study by researchers in Michigan and another study by the University of Alabama researchers found 

an increase in heart attacks during the first week of the spring daylight saving time change. A 2008 study 

by Swedish researchers confirmed this, and additionally found that the return to standard time leads to 

a decrease in heart attacks. 

In regards to transportation, researchers identified that a full year of daylight saving time would 

decrease pedestrian fatalities by 13 percent and decrease motor vehicle occupant fatalities by three 

percent. Another 2010 study found daylight saving time decreases traffic accidents. Conversely, an 

American study found that traffic fatalities increased on the day following the shifts to daylight saving 

time and standard time; a Canadian study found an increase in traffic accidents in the spring time switch 

but a decrease in accidents during the fall time switch. 

Lastly, another study found a two percent decrease in performance in SAT scores for students in 

countries that observe daylight saving time versus students in countries that do not observe daylight 

saving time. 

Energy Usage 

The original impetus for daylight savings time was fuel conservation. Global events, such as the energy 

crisis of the 1970s, helped drive policy for daylight saving time as a tool for energy conservation. 

According to USDOT, energy usage in the U.S. increases during nighttime hours due to lighting and 

heating demands, as well as electricity usage for appliances. By extending daylight hours, electricity 

usage would decrease during daylight saving time. It is important to note that lighting and space 

conditioning technology, such as space heating and air conditioning, has greatly changed from the era of 

daylight saving time's creation. Currently, approximately 35% of household energy consumption is used 

by appliances, lighting and electronics, while nearly half of household energy consumption is the result 

of space heating or air conditioning. It is also important to note that variations in climate could account 

for regional differences in energy usage during daylight saving time. 

Within the last decade, several studies have examined the effect of daylight saving t ime on energy 

usage; the evidence, however, remains inconclusive. A 2007 study found that the 2005 extension of 

daylight saving time had minimal effect, if any, on California electricity consumption. A 2008 U.S. 

Department of Energy study found a nationwide electricity savings of 0.03% for 2007, following the 2005 

extension of daylight saving time. However, another 2008 study conducted by the University of 

California at Santa Barbara found that Indiana's adoption of daylight saving time in 2006 increased 

energy consumption by 1% (heating and cooling consumption increased while lighting consumption 

decreased). 
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Notably, Arizona's rationale for exempting itself from daylight saving time in 1968 was for energy 

conservation purposes. As a southwestern desert state, daytime peak energy usage for cooling 

technology is a significant percentage in the state's energy load. By not adopting daylight savings, the 

legislature argued it would decrease energy costs from cooling, as the sun would set earlier in the day. 

There have been no recent studies located confirming this hypothesis. 

CHART: 2014 State Action 

In the 2014 legislative session, eight states introduced or considered legislation regarding daylight saving 

time. Legislation in six states would exempt a state from daylight saving time. Two states considered 

studies on either adopting or exempting the state from daylight saving time. Only one bill has been 

enacted, which creates a stakeholder report on daylight saving time. No other piece of legislation has 

moved past a committee in its house of origin. 

STATE BILL NUMBER SUMMARY 
Florida House Bill 701; Legislation, the "Sunshine Protection Act," would 

Senate Bill 74 (both failed) observe daylight saving time year round. 
Hawaii House Bill 1565 (failed) Legislation would require Department of Business, 

Economic Development and Tourism to study the 
potential economic impacts that would result from 
the state's observance of daylight saving time. The 
Department is required to consider potential energy 
savings and impacts on local businesses. 

Idaho House Bill 559 (failed) Legislation would exempt the state from daylight 
saving time. 

Illinois House Bill 6325 (failed) Legislation would exempt the state from daylight 
saving time. 

Kentucky House Bill 431 (failed) Legislation would exempt the state from daylight 
saving time. 

South Carolina House Bill 3848 (failed) Legislation would exempt the state from daylight 
saving time. 

Tennessee House Bill 1909; Legislation would exempt the state from daylight 
Senate Bill 2059 (both saving time. 
failed) 

Utah House Bill 197 (enacted) Requires the Governor's Office of Economic 
Development to hold meetings on daylight saving 
time and invite stakeholders such as parents;, senior 
citizens; and representative from the agricultural, 
public education, recreation and business 
communities. Requires the Governor's Office of 
Economic Development to report on the meeting to 
the Government Operations Interim Committee and 
the Economic Development and Workforce Services 
Interim Committee. 

Source: StateNet, 2014 & 2015 
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CHART: 2015 State Action 

In the beginning of the 2015 legislative session, six states introduced legislation regarding daylight saving 

time. Legislation in four states would exempt a state from daylight saving time while legislation in one 

state would adopt daylight saving time year-round. Arizona legislation would adopt daylight saving time. 

One state is considering a study on exempting the state from daylight saving time while another state is 

considering repealing a study commissioned in 2014. 

STATE BILL NUMBER SUMMARY 
Alaska Senate Bill 6 (pre-filed) Legislation would exempt the state from daylight 

saving time. 
Senate Bill 11 (pre-filed) Legislation would exempt the state from daylight 

saving time. 
Arizona House Bill 2014 (pending) Legislation would adopt daylight saving time. 
Mississippi Senate Bill 2180 (pending) Legislation would observe daylight saving time year-

round. 
Oregon Senate Bill 99 (pending) Legislation would exempt the state from daylight 

saving time effective January 1, 2021. The bill would 
also be subject to voter approval or rejection at the 
next regular general election. 

Texas House Bill 150 (pending) Legislation would exempt the state from daylight 
saving time. 

House Bill 363 (pending) Legislation would create a task force to conduct a 
study and develop recommendations on the efficacy 
of the continuation of daylight saving time in this 
state. 

Utah Senate Bill 18 (pending) Legislation would repeal the daylight saving time 
study created by House Bill 197 (2014, enacted). 

Senate Concu rrent Legislation would exempt the state from daylight 
Resolution 1 (pending) saving time. 

Source: StateNet, 2015 
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Keeping Time in Alaska: National Directives, Local Response 
Date Posted: February 10, 2014 Categories: 

By Frank Norris 

Time zones and daylight savings time have an interesting history in Alaska, a state that straddles so many degrees of longitude and has more than its share of summer 

daylight and winter darkness. Frank Norris's article on keeping time in Alaska in the 2001 issue of Alaska History tells that story and is reproduced below. Copies of the 

issue may be ordered through the Publications page of the website. 

Americans and Canadians established time zones for most of North America in the 1880s, and most of the continent has retained those 

time zones ever since. Changes in how residents have kept time have been rare and related primarily to wars, energy crises, and the 

imposition of daylight saving time. In Alaska, however, the issue of time measurement resurfaces with some regularity. A variety of 

issues central to Alaska history-rebelliousness against the sometimes unrealistic dictates of a distant federal government, Alaskans' 

struggle for political unity across their vast state, and diverse economic allegiances-have all been manifested in the evolution of the 

state's time zones. 

Until fairly recently, people throughout the world gave little or no thought to measuring the time of day. Farmers, ranchers, hunters, 

gatherers, and other subsistence users rose with the sun and carried on their daily activities until dusk. When the sun set, some people 

responded by lighting a fire or a candle, while others went straight to bed. By the mid-eighteenth century, when the first European visited 

Alaska's shores, clockmakers were making timepieces that could trace the hours and minutes with remarkable accuracy. Most people, 

however, cared little about the exactness of time; in 1790, for example, fewer than 10 percent of Americans had a clock of any kind, and 

most of those clocks had no minute hand.(1) 

Clock face with tutu--clothed woman posing, 
toes pointing to 10:30. ASL-P22&-723, WIiliam 
R. Norton Photographs, Alaska State library­

Historical Collections. 

Society's casual attitude toward time was also reflected in the consistency, or lack of consistency, between time keeping in various adjacent communities. In lieu of time 

zones, people kept time on the basis of longitude. Based on that system, clocks in Wrangell (located at 132° West longitude) would strike noon twelve minutes before 

those located in Sitka (at 135° West longitude). This system proved slightly vexing to ship captains and commercial traders who traveled long distances.(2) Most people, 

however, traveled little; thus there was little pressure to change the existing state of affairs. 

In the United States and Canada, the expanding railroad network demonstrated the inadequacy of each town keeping its own ' official time.' By the 1850s, to guarantee 

the safety of its trains at crossing points, each carrier adopted its own time standard. In cities that were served by more than one railroad, travelers learned that there 

might be several official railroad times in addition to the clock that local residents used. To bring order, the railroads in November 1883 established the Eastern, Central, 

Mountain, and Pacific time zones, based on the 75th, 90th, 105th, and 120th meridians, respectively. Alaska, which had no railroads, was not included in the system.(3) 

Because of its isolation and lack of commercial infrastructure, Alaska during this period was less concerned about time measurement than the rest of North America. 

Alaska and adjacent areas of Canada were splendidly isolated from Seattle, Edmonton, and other southern points; no telegraph reached the far northern latitudes, and 

steamship travel between Puget Sound and the nearest Alaskan port was a two- or three-day endeavor. 

Prior to 1900, towns in Alaska and the Yukon set their clocks to a local time based on longitude. Historical accounts from the gold rush period reveal a relaxed attitude 

toward time. Stampeders' diaries, for example, often note the hour at which their train arrived in Seattle, and many diarists were also careful to note the hour in which 

their steamship departed for Alaskan waters. But once the stampeders disembarked in the north country, time became less important. This attitude is reflected in the 

general omission of t ime references in the early Skagway and Dyea newspapers, even for store hours or steamship departure times, and most diarists paid little attention 

to time once they headed inland. 

Telegraph station, Ft Gibbon, Tanana, Alaska, 
circa 1900. Photo by George M. 

Woods. UAF-1974-130-120,Edward R. 

Uniform time keeping finally came to Alaska in the wake of the tum-of-the-century gold rushes. The U.S. Amny, which around 1900 

established a series of forts across the territory, was primarily responsible for the change. That same year, the Army Signal Corps, under 

the direction of Brigadier General Adolphus Greely, began constructing the Washington-Alaska Military Cable and Telegraph System 

(WAMCATS) to provide instantaneous communication between the forts. By 1903, the Signal Corps had built a line from Fort Davis, near 

Nome, to St. Michael and up the Yukon River Valley to Fort Egbert at Eagle; the Corps also constructed another line from Fort Egbert 

south to Fort Liscum near Valdez.(4) During this same period, Canadian construction crews completed a telegraph line connecting 

Dawson City to Canada's main telegraph grid at Quesnel, British Columbia. Unwilling to rely on the Canadians, though, the U.S. by 1905 

had laid a submarine cable line between Seattle and various Alaska points.(5) 

The implementation of a telegraph system, in practical terms, demanded the establishment of one or more time zones, and given the 

concentration of economic and political power at the time in Alaska's southeastern panhandle, it was unsurprising that 'Alaska Standard 

Time,' established in 1900, would be centered on the 135th meridian, just one hour before Pacific Standard Time.(6) This scheme 

proved suitable for the Southeast, but Alaskans elsewhere observed two other time zones, one each for central and western Alaska. 

These additional time zones were observed in everything except telegraphic communications. 

Page 1 of 6 



time zones I Alaska Historical Society Search Results I Alaska Historical Society 

McFarland Photographs, University of 
Alaska Fairbanks Archives It must not be concluded, however, that Alaskans immediately became more time-conscious merely because of the increasing reach of 

the telegraph system. Although most Alaskans during this period paid attention to some form of time measurement-a church bell, a 

cannery or mine whistle, or a railroad timetable-it also appears that most Alaskans, even those in the larger towns, lived by the clock far less than today.(?) It is highly 

likely, moreover, that many Alaska residents during this period, particularly those in rural areas, either owned no timepieces or paid little attention to the ones they had. 

Not long after Alaska adopted standard time zones, territorial residents began to consider daylight saving time. World War I and the need to maximize daylight hours in 

armament manufacturing plants spurred national lawmakers to consider the idea's energy savings potential. In May 1916 both Germany and Great Britain adopted 

daylight saving time. The idea also took hold in various U.S. states and cities; Seattle, for example, adopted daylight saving time during that summer. 

Alaska, at first blush, seemed an unlikely area for experimentation with this concept. It had a scant manufacturing presence, and it was also situated in the high latitudes, 

where the length of daylight, both in summer and winter, made daylight saving time largely irrelevant. But based on Seattle's example, at least one Alaskan community 

experimented with the concept during the fall of 1916. In Seward, a petition circulated by a ' very charming personality' caused railroad company management, along 

with the school and a number of businesses, to adopt a daylight saving time experiment beginning on October 1. The city council, however, refused to sanction the idea, 

and neither the cable office nor steamship companies expressed interest in changing over to the new system. Local enthusiasm for the idea, moreover, proved short­

lived. By October 3, some residents were already ' disgusted' with having to pay attention to two systems of time keeping; by October 9, most of the town's businesses 

had declared the time change a nuisance and had reverted to standard time. The local newspaper editor, dead set against the time change, pilloried the idea as being 

one of those ' egregious bits of rot,' and the confusion brought on by the experiment forced its complete repeal by the end of November.(8) 

Although Alaskans could muster little enthusiasm for daylight saving time, Congress in March 1918 mandated the adoption of 'war time' throughout the country from the 

last Sunday in March to the last Sunday in October. ' War time' remained in force until October 1919. The law also decreed that in addition to the United States' four 

major time zones, there would be a fifth zone for Alaska. ' U.S. Standard Alaska Time' would be two hours slower than in Seattle. This was done either because of 

geographical centrality-the 150th meridian neatly bisected the territory-or perhaps because an increasing percentage of Alaskans were now living outside of the 

southeastern panhandle. But the act, whatever its virtues, had no enforcement mechanism. And in the words of a latter-day newspaper columnist, the use of official 

Alaska Time was ' only compulsory on common carriers and for the various purposes of government administration."(9) Most Alaskans, therefore, continued to honor 

three time zones, as they had since the turn of the century. 

Beginning in the mid-1920s, Southeast communities began to grow restless because their commonly observed time was an hour behind that in Seattle. Perhaps based 

on a move to summer daylight saving time in Seattle, Panhandle residents agitated to move area clocks ahead to Pacific Standard Time in order to narrow the two-hour 

seasonal time zone gap. Ketchikan pioneered the idea. On May 19, 1926, the city council passed a resolution adopting Pacific Standard Time the year round, to be 

effective at midnight on May 29. As a newspaper article noted, ' The change in time is said to be a big convenience for boats, tourists, and establishments doing business 

with Seattle firms.' Ketchikan interests invited other southeastern Alaska towns to follow suit, but so far as is known, none did.(1 0) 

In May 1933, Seattle launched a new daylight saving time experiment. In reaction, Juneau city council member J. B. Burford presented a daylight saving time petition 

' signed by many business people.' Hoping to avoid an ' adverse effect on business with Seattle banks," the council unanimously adopted Burford's plan, and Juneau 

went on daylight saving time from May 24 through September 20. (11) It then reverted to standard time; and perhaps in response to Seattle, which made no further 

moves to experiment with daylight saving time for the next several years, Juneau also retained standard time on a year-round basis. 

During the period between the two world wars, Alaskans abandoned their reliance on 'Alaska Standard Time' as a reference either 

to that centered on southeastern Alaska (as the Army had declared in 1900) or on the Railbelt (as Congress had declared in 1918). 

In its stead, Alaskans implemented a territory-wide system based on meridians, not names. A typical maritime table, therefore, 

might note that a steamship would depart from Seattle on Tuesday at 8 p. m. Pacific Time; it would sail north to Juneau, where it 

would arrive on Friday at 10 a.m. 135°. It would then continue on to Seward, where it would arrive on Sunday at 2 p.m. 150°.(12) 

In May 1939, Juneau commenced another, more sweeping time-change effort. Frank Metcalf, worried that residents were ' losing 

the use of too much daylight,' petitioned the city council to adopt Pacific Time. The idea became a discussion item at various civic 

meetings, and in early July the town's chamber of commerce lined up behind the plan. But the town's largest labor organization, 

the Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers' Union, opposed the change. Recognizing the idea's potential divisiveness, the council let area 

voters decide. On April 2, 1940, voters in the Juneau-Douglas area adopted the time-change move on a 753-564 vote, and at 11 

p.m. on April 30, area clocks shifted an hour ahead. Other Southeast communities apparently followed suit, and by the eve of 

World War II nearly all of Southeast, except Skagway and Yakutat, had adopted Pacific Time.(13) 

0 ·- ~ 
Unofficial time zones in Alaska 1900· 1940. Map by 

Carol Belenski. 

On February 9, 1942, Alaska, along with the other states and territories, went on daylight saving time or ·war time" on a year-round 

basis. Because many southeastern communities had moved to Pacific Time in 1940, adopting federally mandated war time in those 

communities brought no changes to local clocks. The rest of the territory's residents-those observing 135° time in Skagway and 

Yakutat, 150° time centered on the Railbelt, or 165° in western Alaska-responded to war time by moving their clocks an hour ahead. 

The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, perhaps speaking for many Alaskans, begrudgingly accepted the national mandate ' despite the 

fact that Alaskan communities have observed the home rule on the time question."(14) 

Congress kept war time in force until V-J Day in the summer of 1945. But no sooner had the Japanese surrendered than Congress 

began to agitate for war time's repeal. Congress took up legislation in early September, President Truman signed repeal into law on 

September 25, and war time ended five days later. On that day, people throughout the United States turned their clocks back one 
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--• Soldiers at Massacre Bay, Attu, Alaska, May 16, 
1943. ASL-P175-052, U.S. Army Signal Corps 
Photograph Colledion, Alaska State Library· 

Historical Collections. 

hour; many Alaskans did the same. Most residents of southeastern Alaska, however, did not change their clocks. They thus, in 

effect, moved to Pacific Standard Time, which they had observed prior to World War 11.(15) 

For the two decades that followed World War 11 , Congress continued to recognize that Alaska had only one time zone-U.S. Standard 

Alaska Time, which was two hours slower than Pacific Standard Time. Alaskans, however, conveniently ignored the officially­

designated time zone. Telegraph offices, radio stations, road maps, and other media recognized four Alaska time zones during this 

period, just as they had since 1940. Alaska's time zones were Pacific Time in southeastern Alaska south of Icy Strait; Yukon Time in 

Skagway and Yakutat; Alaska Time for everything from the 141st to the 162nd meridian, and Bering Time west of Alaska time. For 

more than twenty years after V-J Day, no Alaska communities observed daylight saving time.(16) 

In the spring of 1954, Anchorage considered a time change. Various sports and recreation groups touted the idea of a two-hour 

change (to Pacific Standard Time) that would be honored from late May through late September. But transportation companies and 

broadcasters opposed the move, and they prevailed on the city council to delay the proposal until the city election that fall. The 

council offered local voters a choice; they could opt for either Pacific Standard Time, two hours ahead on a year-round basis; 

daylight saving time, one hour ahead on a seasonal basis; or a continuation of the status quo. In the October 5 election, the status 

quo prevailed. Advocates of the existing system garnered 1,265 votes, far more than those who voted for either daylight saving time 

(316 votes) or Pacific Standard Time (166 votes).(17) 

Attempts to tinker with the new state's time zones arose at both the state and local levels in the early 1960s. Railbelt legislators introduced bills to unify Alaska under a 

single time zone in 1961 and 1963. Efforts to shift the state to either Pacific or Alaska time, however, failed. The only change to occur in the early 1960s was at Skagway. 

In early 1965, the Yukon Territorial Council voted to move the Territory from a year-round observance of Yukon Standard Time to Pacific Time with daylight saving time 

in summer. The Council probably took this action to more easily communicate with British Columbia, which had a similar time system. Yukon Territory's time change left 

Skagway-which had long kept the same time zone as the Yukon with which it was linked by the White Pass & Yukon Route Railway-out of synch with communities in 

both the Yukon and southeastern Alaska. Skagway residents, opting for closer ties with both Whitehorse and southeastern Alaska, circulated a petition requesting a 

change to Pacific Standard Time. In October town voters approved the change by an overwhelming margin. These actions left Yakutat as the only substantial Alaska 

community observing Yukon Time.(18) 

A major change in Alaska's time regime came with passage of the Uniform Time Act, which President Johnson signed on April 13, 1966. The bill had three primary 

impacts on the 49th state. First, it put all of Alaska on summer daylight saving time for the first time in its peacetime history. Second, the name ' Alaska Time," used for 

clocks in the Rail belt, was changed to • Alaska-Hawaii Time' to reflect the 50th state's inclusion in the same time zone. And third, Congress finally recognized that 

Alaskans deserved four time zones, not the single ' U.S. Standard Alaska time' that it had been in effect since 1918. Southeast, like Seattle, would have Pacific Time; 

Yakutat would observe Yukon Time; most of Alaska west of the border with the Yukon Territory would fall in Alaska-Hawaii Time; and the Aleutians and western Alaska 

would be in Bering Time, three hours behind the Southeast. In April 1968 Alaskans adopted the four-time-zone plan and implemented daylight saving time.(19) 

During the mid to late 1970s, a major issue in state politics was whether the capital should be moved from Juneau to the booming Rail belt. Any questions about time 

zones had to be considered in the context of the looming capital move issue. In the spring of 1979, Juneau mayor Bill Overstreet and the city-borough assembly sought 

to lessen the tensions between Southeast and the Rail belt by sending a petition to the federal Department of Transportation (DOT) requesting that Juneau and other 

southeastern cities be moved to Yukon Time. This move would reduce the time difference between Juneau and the Railbelt from two hours to one. On September 20, 

the DOT approved the petition; departmental officials decreed that on April 27, 1980, Juneau and other nearby communities would move to Yukon Time. Sitka, 

Petersburg, Wrangell, and Ketchikan, however, would remain on Pacific Time.(20) 

But soon after the DOT's decision. a broad spectrum of Juneau's population rose up to protest the change. Southeast, they declared, had closer business relationships 

to Seattle than to the Rail belt. On March 28, 1980, voters-by nearly a 2-to-1 margin-approved a non-binding referendum favoring repeal of the DO T's decision. Two 

weeks later, the Alaska State Senate unanimously passed a resolution asking that the time-change order be rescinded. Despite that vote, the federal agency refused to 

back down, and the switch to Yukon Daylight Time took place in late April. Some Juneau residents became so upset about the time change that they initiated recall 

petitions against Mayor Overstreet and four assembly members. This turn of events may have prodded DOT officials to announce that they would re-analyze their 

previous decision. The agency held a mid-July hearing to air citizens' views, and on September 22, 1980, DOT Secretary Neil E. Goldschmidt rescinded the 

Department's September 1979 decision. Juneau and other communities in northern Southeast reverted to Pacific Time on October 26.(21) That action, while it satisfied 

Southeast residents, re-aggravated tensions between Juneau and the Railbelt over the capital move issue. 

For the next two years, the capital move issue dominated state politics. In the November 1982 election, Alaskans solidly defeated the capital move proposal. But Will iam 

Sheffield, who won the governorship in that same election, tried to moderate the tension between Southeast and the Railbelt by proposing to the Alaska legislature that 

the two-hour time-zone gap be eliminated altogether. In his plan, clocks in the Railbelt would advance an hour while those in Southeast would move back an hour. The 

only part of the state that would remain out of that system, in Sheffield's plan, would be western Alaska and the Aleutian Islands; clocks in this part of the state would 

advance an hour from Bering Time to Alaska-Hawaii Time. The Alaska legislature agreed with Sheffield 's proposal. On April 19, Sheffield signed a resolution asking for 

two Alaska time zones and forwarded it to the DOT.(22) 

The DOT held hearings on the change. Most communities voiced support. At an August hearing in Nome, however, the town's common council , at the request of local 

radio stations, asked that most of western Alaska be moved to Yukon Time along with the rest of the state rather than Alaska-Hawaii Time. The DOT honored that 

request, and on September 15, it approved the statewide time change.(23) Alaskans adjusted to the new system in the early hours of Sunday, October 30, 1983. All of 

Alaska became part of a single time zone-which was now called Alaska Time-with two exceptions. One area, the western Aleutian islands of Atka, Adak, Shemya, and 
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Attu, advanced an hour from Bering Time to Hawaiian-Aleutian Time. Annette Island, an Indian reservation near Ketchikan, was the other exception. On October 28, two 

days before the scheduled time change, the Metlakatla Indian Community Council voted unanimously to keep the reservation on Pacific Time.(24) 

The government's move to unify Alaska's time zones antagonized many Southeast residents, who disliked being moved away from Pacific Time. They complained that it 

forced children to come home from school in the dark in midwinter; in addition, being in a new time zone, according to one source, had ' adversely affected the business 

community's efforts to communicate with Seattle." Ketchikan residents soon circulated petitions to repeal the time change, and during the next several months additional 

support was gathered from either the governing bodies or residents' groups in Wrangell, Sitka, Petersburg, the Ketchikan Gateway Borough, and various Prince of Wales 

Island communities. All joined a petition to make a switch from Alaska Time to Pacific Time. The petitioners pressed for public hearings, hoping to publicize their case. 

But in two separate 1986 rulings, the DOT rejected the petition because it would have created an arbitrary, confusing ' island of time."(25) With the exception of 

Metlakatla, Southeast communities have been part of Alaska Time ever since. 

The first notable time zone action after the mid 1980s was a maverick move made by Little Diomede Island residents in the summer of 1993. This island, located west of 

the Seward Peninsula in northwestern Alaska, lies near the 170th meridian. Because the island is so far west of the 135th meridian (where the midday sun is at its zenith 

according to Alaska Time), the sun did not reach its zenith until 3:20 p.m. during the winter and 4:20 p.m. during the summer. Such a huge discrepancy from the norm 

made residents ' weary of hunting and berry picking in the dark,· so on August 1, 1993, they unilaterally decided to move their clocks back three hours and establish 

' Little Diomede Time.' The move proved popular for island residents, and several months later, a newspaper update stated ' So far, the state and federal powers-that-be 

have looked the other way while the village lives at its own rhythm." But before long transportation firms, government officials, and the villagers themselves became 

annoyed by the confusion it caused. A year after their initial decision, residents decided at a village council meeting to go back to Alaska Time.(26) 

In recent years various Railbelt residents have grown restless with the existing time regime, and the primary manifestations of that restlessness have been attempts to 

eliminate daylight saving time. The first such move took place in January 1999, when Representative Vic Kohring introduced House Bill 4. That bill failed in committee, 

but the idea remained a hot-button issue to some in Southcentral Alaska. During the 2002 legislative session, Representative Ken Lancaster pushed a similar bill that 

generated the first significant debate on the topic in almost twenty years. While Lancaster's effort did not succeed, it and the discussions it generated suggest that 

Alaskans are far from unanimous in their acceptance of the present time zone regime.(27) 

The history of time zones in Alaska has been much more dynamic and contentious than in other states. Certainly, for many states, geography placed them unarguably 

within a single time zone. But even states on the frontier between two time zones have had more stable time regimes than Alaska, and residents of other states have 

seldom engaged in extended public debate over time systems. The only nationwide changes experienced in time zones since their establishment in the 1880s came with 

the introduction of daylight saving during two world wars, passage of the Uniform Time Act, or because of the energy crisis of the early 1970s, when for two years the 

nation observed year-round daylight saving time. 

In Alaska, however, several other factors have affected time regimes. Alaska's size gives it the unique status of spreading across nearly 60 degrees of longitude, 

equivalent to four time zones. When the federal government in 1918 ignored that complexity and attempted to dictate that all the territory fit in one time zone, Alaskans 

showed a characteristic unwillingness to accept the dictates of the distant U.S. Congress. Consequently, Alaskans and the federal government observed different 

systems of time zones for almost fifty years. Internal Alaskan politics has also played a role. Political motives tied to Juneau retaining the state capital prompted 

unification of the vast majority of the state in one time zone, even at the expense of placing most of the state's population an hour or more off sun time. Rail belt residents, 

moreover, were will ing to go along with the move because it eased communications between Alaska and the Lower 48, and because it made satellite television 

transmission of sports and other live broadcasts more in synch with their daily schedules. Another factor relating to time zone dynamism has been the power of economic 

alliances. For example, between the two world wars, communities in Alaska's Southeast moved their clocks to Pacific Time in order to more easily conduct business with 

Puget Sound commercial interests, and in the 1980s, businesses in western Alaska argued to be placed in the same time zone as Anchorage, the state's business 

center. 

Over the last century, Alaska's time zones have rarely been static for more than twenty years. There have been many local moves to revolt from prescribed time 

systems, and in a state spanning almost 60 degrees of longitude, many people remain unhappy with the current time system in Alaska. Future tension over time regimes, 

therefore, appears to be inevitable. 

Notes 

1. G. J. Whitrow, The Nature of Time (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1973), 87; Michael Lemonick, ' The Riddle of Time," Time, December 27, 1999, 144; W. A. 

Douglas Jackson, The Shaping of Our World; A Human and Cultural Geography (New York: John Wiley and Sons, 1985), 527-29; Ian R. Bartky, Selling the True Time: 

Nineteenth-Century Timekeeping in America (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2000), 12-13. 

2. In the summer of 1884, a Sitka visitor made the following observation: 'A fine clock is in the [Russian Orthodox] church tower, and the tourist who has kept Astoria or 

ship's time realizes how far west he has gone when he finds his watch 45 minutes faster than the Sitka church clock.' New York Times, October 27, 1884, 2. 

3. Jo Ellen Barnett, Time's Pendulum: The Quest to Capture Time (New York: Plenum Trade, [1998]), 130; Pierre Berton, The Last Spike: The Great Railway, 1881-1885 

(Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1971), 328; Encyclopedia Americana, 1995, 'time zone'; New York Times, April 19, 1883, 1 and November 18, 1883, 3. A full 

discussion of this process is provided in Ian R. Bartky 'The Adoption of Standard Time," Technology and Culture 30 (January 1989): 25-56 and in Bartky, Selling the 

True Time, 47-89, 139-46. The coterminous U.S., and all Canadian provinces except Newfoundland, still observe the same five time zones that the railroads devised in 

1883, although Provincial Time is now called Atlantic Time. Many changes, however, have been made in time zone boundaries. World Almanac and Book of Facts, 1954 

(New York: Press Publications, 1953), 418. 

Page 4 of 6 



time zones I Alaska Historical Society Search Results I Alaska Historical Society 

4. The Signal Corps also built a short segment between Eagle and the Canadian border, which they completed in May 1901. Daily Alaskan (Skagway), May 3, 1901. 

Also see the Daily Alaska Dispatch (Juneau), July 12, 1900; Valdez News, August 29, 1903 and November 28, 1903; U.S. Army Signal Corps, Report of/he Chief Signal 

Officer for 1900 (pp. 945-60), 1901 (pp. 915-24), 1902 (pp. 661-71), and 1903 (pp. 30, 325-33). 

5. Daily Alaskan (Skagway), August 27, 1901 and September 9, 1901; Ken S. Coates and William R. Morrison, Land of the Midnight Sun (Edmonton: Hurtig Publishers, 

1988), 169; Alaskan (Sitka), September 3, 1904; Annual Report of the Govemorof Alaska to the Secretary of the Interior, 1901 (pp. 39, 77), 1902 (p. 50), and 1903 (pp. 

26-27); Major Gen. A. W. Greely, Handbook of Alaska (New York: Scribner's, 1909), 260; Valdez News, October 8, 1904; Report of/he Chief Signal Officer for 1903 (pp. 

32, 332), 1904 (pp. 357-69), and 1905 {pp. 171-200). Quesnel was the northernmost point in the British Columbia telegraph grid. 

6. Annual Report of the Govemorof Alaska, 1901, 73. 

7. Alaska historian Robert N. DeArmond notes one colorful example of a town's deviance from standard time: "For many years on Gastineau Channel the Treadmill mine 

blew a noon whistle by which many people on both sides of the channel set their clocks. A problem was that Treadwell's clocks were half an hour different than standard 

time, ... so it was common, when a time was to be specified, to announce that it would be '1 o'clock by the Treadwell,' etc." DeArmond to the author, March 24, 2000. 

8. Seward Gateway, October 2-3, 9, and 23, 1916; Mary J. Barry, Seward, Alaska; a History of the Gateway City, Vol. II: 1914-1923, the Railroad Construction Years 

(Anchorage, the author, 1993), 46. The Seward Gateway on October 2 also stated that ' Ketchikan is one town which has just gone back to normal time after putting its 

clocks ahead,' suggesting that Ketchikan experimented with daylight saving time during 1916; but a perusal of the Ketchikan Daily Progressive-Minerfor April through 

October 1916 showed no such activity. 

9. Congressional Record, 65th Cong., 1st sess., 1917, 55:4355; Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, February 7, 1942. 

10. Daily Alaska Empire, May 21 , 1926 and May 19-20, 1933. The May 20, 1933 issue noted ' This is the first time daylight saving time has been tried out in Juneau in 

several years.' But a perusal of springtime issues of the Empire between 1925 and 1932 casts doubt that Juneau experimented with daylight saving time between 1919 

and 1933. 

11 . Daily Alaska Empire, May 6, 19-20, and 24, 1933 and September 20, 1933. 

12. Merle Colby, A Guide to Alaska, Last American Frontier, American Guide Series (New York, Macmillan, 1950), xxxv. 

13. Daily Alaska Empire, May 20, June 6, and July 6-8 and 22, 1939, and April 3 and 30, 1940. One of the few Juneau Chamber members who opposed the change was 

grocer Frank Garnick, who exclaimed, 'What are you going to do with that extra hour in the evening, anyway? You're running yourself to death as it is.' The city council 

actions of various Southeast communities, independent as they were, had no bearing on the official Alaska time zone that had been legislated by Congress in 1918. 

Legislative Reporting Service, [Alaska Legislative] Report, 1967, 21 . 

14. Seward Bulletin, February 9, 1942; Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, February 9, 1942; Daily Alaska Empire, February 9, 1942 and September 29, 1945. An Alaska map 

published by the Kroll Map Co. of Seattle-undated, but probably drawn during World War II-suggests that all of southeastern Alaska followed Yukon Daylight Time except 

for Annette and Duke Islands, southwest of Ketchikan, which followed Pacific Daylight Time. Kroll Map Co., 'Alaska,' in author's collection, courtesy of Bruce 

Greenwood. 

15. Congressional Record, 79th Cong. , 1st sess., 1945, 91 :8466, 8540; Daily Alaska Empire, September 29, 1945. 

16. The 162nd meridian dividing line, new since the outbreak of World War II, meant that Bethel was now on Alaska Time, an hour later than it had been in prewar days. 

Alaska, during this period, was one of just a handful of states or territories where none of its residents observed daylight saving time. 

17. Anchorage Times, May 14-15 and 21 -22, September 29-30, and October 6, 1954. 

18. Legislative Reporting Service, Report for 1960 (p. 135), 1961 (pp. 124, 164, and 181), and 1963 (pp. 46-47); Daily Alaska Empire, March 27, 1961 , A1 and March 20, 

1963, 2; North Wind, May 1965, June 1965, September 1965, October 1, 1965, and October 15, 1965. The Yukon Territory soon withdrew its action regarding Pacific 

Time; by 1966, it was back on Yukon Time, though it also observed daylight saving time. Pacific Northern Airlines, 'Alaska Flight Maps,' 1966, courtesy of Bruce 

Greenwood. 

19. Congressional Record, 90th Cong. 2nd sess., 1968, 112:6009-10, 7565, 8285; Juneau Alaska Empire, April 26, 1968, 8. The federal Department of Transportation, 

just a year after its September 1966 establishment, proposed shifting southeastern Alaska back to Yukon Standard Time. Local communities, however, fought the 

change and it was put on hold-at least for the time being. North Wind, September 1967, 2. 

20. Juneau Empire, September 21 , 1979, 1; Alaska Economic Report, September 29, 1979, 2; Southeastern Log, November 1979, 2. During DOT's public comment 

period for the proposed change, only six of the 26 received comments supported the time change. 

21 . Southeastern Log, April 1980, 28; May 1980, 13; July 1980, 13; August 1980, 5; Alaska Economic Report, June 18, 1980, 6; Juneau Empire, September 22, 1980, 1. 

On August 26, Overstreet and the four assembly members survived the attempt to oust them from office. 

22. Alaska from the Inside, January 26, 1983, 3; Alaska Legislative Digest, March 27, 1983, 6; April 2, 1983, 5; April 16, 1983, 7; House Bill History, 1983-1984, 446-47; 

Senate Bill History, 1983-84, 838. As noted in the Alaska Economic Report, March 24, 1983, 7, opponents of the capital move pushed the measure, hoping that ' the time 

Page 5 of6 



time zones I Alaska Historical Society Search Results I Alaska Historical Society 

shift will help put the bitter Alaska capital move issue to sleep." Voters rejected the capital move 96,931 (52.9%) to 86,312 (47.1 %). Juneau Empire, November 11 , 1982, 

1. 

23. Juneau Empire, September 16, 1983, 1-2; Nome Nugget, September 22, 1983, 1. In the hearings, a group of Anchorage and Juneau residents testified in support of 

the change, although there was ' some opposition' from Fairbanks and Ketchikan. 

24. Milepost [1985] (Anchorage: Alaska Northwest Publishing, 1985), 494. Because the time-zone boundary change brought so many Alaskans into a single time zone, 

Alaska's two senators acted to change the names of Yukon Time to Alaska Time, and the name of Alaska-Hawaii Time to Western Pacific Time. After modification 

through the legislative process, Yukon Time was changed to Alaska Time and Alaska-Hawaii Time was renamed Hawaii-Aleutian Time. This law also changed the name 

of Bering Time, which by then did not apply to any Alaskan territory, to Samoa Time. Ketchikan Daily News, October 29, 1983, 1; Alaska Magazine, August 1984, 30; 

Congressional Record, 98th Cong., 1st sess., 1983, 129:29511-12, 29524, 29570, 32700, 34225, 34227, 34684. 

According to DOT official Joanne Petrie, Indian reservations are not bound to follow time zones imposed by neighboring jurisdictions. Given that independence, 

Metlakatla tribal members reiterated their interest in keeping Pacific Time in the November 1984 vote, and the community has remained in Pacific Standard Time, on a 

year-round basis, to the present day. Judy Lauth (MICC executive tribal secretary), interview with author, March 20, 2001 . 

25. Alaska Magazine, March 1984, 20 and February 1985, A4; Anchorage Daily News, April 23, 1986, C4 and July 10, 1986, C4; Juneau Empire, October 3, 1984, 12 

and April 23, 1986, 2; Alaska Economic Report, September 9, 1985, 5; Ketchikan Daily News, September 4, 1985, 4; September 24, 1985, 4; October 8, 1985, 1; 

November 17, 1985, A3; December 29, 1985, B2; and July 8, 1986, 1; Joanne Petrie (DOT) to author, email, February 23, 2000. On December 1, at least one Ketchikan 

business unilaterally switched to Pacific Standard Time. Southeastern Log, December 1983, A4-A5; January 1984, A-18. 

26. Anchorage Daily News, August 4, 1993, B1-B2 and November 3, 1993, B5; Herb Anungazuk, interview with author, March 15, 2001; Philip Ahkinga to author, fax, 

June 13, 2001 ; Philip Ahkinga interview with author, June 13, 2001 . 

27. House Bill History, 1999-2000, 17; Anchorage Daily News, June 12, 2000, A1 ; March 18, 2002, B1 ; April 6, 2002, B1-B2. [Editor's note: Although this issue is dated 

2001 , it was not published until the summer of 2002.] 

Page 6 of 6 



AWKA 
The Voice of Small Business~ 

The Honorable Mike Hawker 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

RE: House Bill 64 

Dear Representative Hawker: 

January 30, 2015 

On behalf of the National Federation of Independent Business/Alaska, I wish to respectfully 
share our support for House Bill 64 that eliminates daylight savings time in Alaska. The National 
Federation oflndependent Business is the largest small-business advocacy group in Alaska. 

In our 2010 member ballot, NFIB/AK. members voted overwhelmingly that Daylight savings 
time should be eliminated in Alaska. The members have not since changed their minds. We 
believe its original purpose is long past and it bas no current value. The change from five to two 
time zones in Alaska's northern. latitude has created a situation where changing time in the spring 
and fall makes little sense. Thus, while it may be a nice idea elsewhere, it is a cumbersome 
activity that provides no real value to Alaskans. 

Sincerely yours, 

L/(/JJdll 
Dennis L. DeWitt 
Alaska State Director 

Cc: House State Affairs Committee 
NFIB/ AK. Leadership Council 

National Federation of lnclependent Buslness-AI.ASl(A 
P.O. Box 34761•.lunHU, AK 99803-4761e907 723 6667•www.NRB.com 



Nancy Manly 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Nancy, 

Juli Lucky 
Friday, February 20, 2015 11:22 AM 
Nancy Manly 
Daylight Saving 

H 6 tot 
It looks like the senate bill, SB 6, is scheduled for (S) FIN on Tuesday, so you might just want to wait for it to come over. 
You are the only committee of referral on this side, so I'm not sure if you want to waste time with a hearing on the house 
bill. I'll check in with you Tuesday and let you know the status of SB 6. 

Juli Lucky 
Office of Rep. Mike Hawker 
716 W. 4th Ave., Ste. 615 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 269-0244; fax: 269-0248 
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