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The STATE AFFAIRS Committee considered: 

HOUSE BILL NO. 106 

FURTHER REFERRALS: Judiciary 

HB 106 

11 An Act relating to the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act, including jurisdiction by tribunals of the state, 
registration and proceedings related to support orders from other state tribunals, foreign support orders, foreign 
tribunals, and certain persons residing in foreign countries; relating to determination of parentage of a child; 
and providing for an effective date. 11 
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(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101 

LEGAL SERVICES 
DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
ST ATE OF ALASKA 

MEMORANDUM March 4, 2015 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 

FROM: 

Sectional Summary of CSHB 106(STA) 
(Work Order No. 29-GH1897\W) 

Representative Bob Lynn 
Attn: Nancy Manly 

Kate S. Glover {.,,CJ\ 
Legislative Counsel 

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Deliveries to: 129 6th St. , Rm. 329 

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill. 

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be considered 
an authoritative interpretation of the bill and the bill itself is the best statement of its 
contents. If you would like an interpretation of the bill as it may apply to a particular set 
of circumstances, please advise. 

Secs. 1 - 16. Amend definitions and add new definitions applicable to AS 25.25 relating 
to the Uniform Family Support Act. 

Sec. 17. Designates the child support services agency created in AS 25.27.010 as the 
support enforcement agency of the state. 

Sec. 18. Amends AS 25.25.103 to clarify that cumulative remedies do not affect the 
recognition of a support order on the basis of comity. 

Sec. 19. Adds a new subsection to AS 25 .25 .103 to establish that the bill does not 
establish the exclusive method for establishing support orders in the state and that it does 
not grant the state the ability to issue an order related to custody or parenting time under 
this chapter. 

Sec. 20. Requires a tribunal of the state to apply specified sections of the bill and law to 
proceedings involving foreign support orders, foreign tribunals, or obligees, obligors, or 
children residing in a foreign country. 

Sec. 21. Makes clarifying amendments to AS 25.25.201 pertaining to jurisdiction over 
nonresidents. 

Sec. 22. Explains that the laws of the state may not be used to acquire personal 



Representative Bob Lynn 
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jurisdiction for a tribunal of the state to modify a child support order of another state, or a 
foreign support order, unless certain requirements are met. 

Sec. 23. Repeals and reenacts AS 25.25.202 to provide that the state has continuing, 
exclusive jurisdiction to modify or enforce its order if certain requirements are met. 

Sec. 24. Makes clarifying revisions to AS 25.25.203 pertaining to initiating and 
responding tribunals. 

Sec. 25. Makes clarifying rev1s10ns to AS 25.25.204 pertianing to simultaneous 
proceedings. 

Sec. 26. Clarifies that jurisdiction is based on residency at the time of filing and that the 
state can have continuing jurisdiction with the consent of all parties even when the parties 
no longer reside there. 

Sec. 27. Clarifies when the state may not exercise continuing, exclusive jurisdiction to 
modify a child support order issued by a tribunal of the state. 

Sec. 28. Requires a tribunal of the state to recognize continuing, exclusive jurisdiction 
of the tribunal of another state that has issued a child support order under a law 
substantially similar to this chapter. 

Sec. 29. Allows a tribunal of the state to serve as the initiating tribunal to request the 
tribunal of another state to modify a support order issued in that state. 

Secs. 30 and 31. Clarify when a tribunal of this state can act as an initiating or 
responding tribunal to enforce a support order. 

Secs. 32 - 37. Amend procedures for determining which order is the controlling order if 
two or more support orders have been issued for the same obligor and child. Adds 
requirements for controlling support orders. 

Sec. 38. Adds "foreign country" to AS 25.25.208 pertaining to orders for two or more 
obligees. 

Sec. 39. Clarifies language regarding credit for payments. 

Sec. 40. Adds new sections regarding proceedings involving nonresidents who are 
subject to personal jurisdiction, and regarding jurisdiction for modifying spousal support 
orders. 

Sec. 41. Makes clarifying revisions to AS 25.25.301(c). 

Sec. 42. Amends AS 25.25.303 to remove "including the rules on choice of law ... . " 



Representative Bob Lynn 
March 4, 2015 
Page 3 

Sec. 43. Amends AS 25.25.304 relating to the duties of a tribunal of this state to specify 
the amount of support sought from a foreign country and to convert the amount into 
foreign currency. 

Sec. 44. Allows a tribunal of this state to determine the controlling child support order. 

Sec. 45. Provides the process for a tribunal of this state to convert a foreign support order 
into the equivalent amount in dollars. 

Sec. 46. Makes clarifying revisions to AS 25.25.306. 

Secs. 47 - 48. Makes clarifying revisions and adds sections to the duties of child support 
agencies regarding foreign support orders and income withholding orders. 

Sec. 49. Adds a new section setting out the duties of the Department of Revenue under 
the Act. 

Sec. 50. Makes clarifying revisions to AS 25.25.310. 

Sec. 51. Makes clarifying revisions to AS 25 .25 .311. 

Sec. 52. Changes requirements regarding when a court may seal information to protect 
the health, safety, or liberty of a party or a child. 

Sec. 53. Makes clarifying revisions to AS 25.25.313. 

Sec. 54. Makes clarifying revisions to AS 25.25.314. 

Secs. 55 - 59. Make clarifying revisions to AS 25 .25 .316. 

Sec. 60. Adds a new section providing that a certified copy of a voluntary 
acknowledgement of paternity is admissible to establish paternity. 

Sec. 61. Allows tribunals to communicate through electronic mail under the Act. 

Sec. 62. Amends AS 25 .25 .318 to apply to tribunals outside this state. 

Sec. 63. Makes clarifying revisions to AS 25 .25 .319. 

Sec. 64. Adds sections relating to the duties of the support enforcement agency of this 
state or a tribunal of this state when the child support services agency of this state 
receives payments under a support order and neither the obligor, the obligee, nor the child 
resides in this state. 
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Sec. 65. Allows a responding tribunal of this state to issue a support order if the tribunal 
has personal jurisdiction over an individual residing outside of the state. 

Sec. 66. Clarifies when a tribunal may issue a temporary child support order. 

Sec. 67. Authorizes a tribunal of this state to serve as a responding tribunal in a 
proceeding to determine parentage. 

Sec. 68. Makes clarifying revisions to AS 25.25.501. 

Sec. 69. Makes clarifying revisions to AS 25.25.502. 

Sec. 70. Makes clarifying revisions to AS 25.25.503. 

Sec. 71. Makes clarifying revisions to AS 25.25.504. 

Sec. 72. Makes clarifying revisions to AS 25.25.505. 

Sec. 73. Clarifies how an obligor can challenge the enforcement of an income 
withholding order issued in another state and received by an employer of this state. 

Secs. 7 4 - 77. Add "foreign support order" as an order that can be registered in this state. 

Sec. 78. Provides procedures for registering an order when more than one order is in 
effect. 

Sec. 79. Adds "foreign support order" to AS 25.25.603, dealing with effect of 
registration for enforcement. 

Sec. 80. Provides that the law of the issuing state or country governs certain proceedings 
relating to support orders. 

Sec. 81. Provides that a responding tribunal in this state shall apply the procedures and 
remedies available in this state to collect and enforce a support order from another state 
or foreign country but will prospectively apply the law of the state or foreign country that 
issued the controlling order. 

Sec. 82. Adds "foreign support order" to AS 25.25.605, regarding notice of registration 
of order. 

Sec. 83. Adds new subsections relating to procedures required when a registering party 
asserts that two or more orders are in effect. 

Secs. 84 - 85. Make conforming amendments to AS 25 .25.606. 
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Sec. 86. Adds "the alleged controlling order is not the controlling order" to the list of 
defenses available to a party contesting the validity or enforcement of a registered 
support order. 

Secs. 87 - 89. Make conforming amendments. 

Sec. 90. Prohibits a tribunal of this state from modifying the duration of the obligation of 
support under a support order that could not be modified under the law of the issuing 
state. 

Sec. 91. Makes clarifying amendments to AS 25.25.61 l(d). 

Sec. 92. Adds new subsections providing that the law of the state that issued the 
controlling support order governs the duration of the obligation of support. 

Sec. 93. Requires that when an order issued by a tribunal of this state is modified by 
another state, this state shall only enforce the original order for the purposes of arrears 
and interest prior to modification. 

Sec. 94. Amends AS 25.25.613(b) to include references to new sections added by this 
bill. 

Sec. 95. Adds new sections relating to jurisdiction and procedures to modify child 
support orders of foreign countries. 

Sec. 96. Adds a new article, Article 7 A, dealing with proceedings under the Convention 
on the International Recovery of Child Support and Other Forms of Family Maintenance. 
New sections include definitions, applicability, initiation of support proceedings, 
registration of convention support orders, contesting orders, recognition and enforcement 
of orders, foreign support agreements, modification of convention support orders, and 
other sections. 

Secs. 97 - 100. Make clarifying revisions to AS 25.25.801, AS 25.25.802, and 
AS 25.25.901. 

Sec. 101. Repeals AS 25.25.101(7), AS 25.25.205(f), AS 25.25.206(c), AS 25 .25.301(b), 
AS 25.25.401(c), and AS 25.25.701. 

Sec. 102. Provides that this Act applies to proceedings begun on or after the effective 
date of this section. 

Sec. 103. Requires the Department of Revenue to adopt transition regulations. 

Sec. 104. Directs the revisor to make conforming amendments to various article 
headings and section catch lines. 
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Sec. 105. Provides that sec. 103 takes effect immediately. 

Sec. 106. Provides that the Act, except as provided in sec. 105, takes effect July 1, 2015 . 

KSG:lnd 
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Nancy Manly 

From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

3/10/2015 

HSTA Committee Members: 

Nancy Manly 
Tuesday, March 10, 2015 11:36 AM 
Additional Documents - HB106 Action Transmittal for AK to adopt UIFSA 2008 verbatim 
HB106 Action Transmittal for AK to adopt UIFSA 2008 verbatim.pdf 

Attached is the Action Transmittal for Alaska to adopt UIFSA 2008 verbatim (except as noted). This document was 
delivered to me this morning by Carol Beecher, Director of Child Support Services. Please review and include this 
document in your file for HB106. 

Nancy Manly, ChiefofStaffand 
House State Affairs Committee Aide for 

Representative Bob Lynn 
House District 26 

907-465-2794 Fax: 907-465-43 16 



ACTION TRANSMITTAL 

AT-15-01 

DATE: February 10, 2015 

TO: State Agencies Administrating Child Support Plans under Title IV-D of the Social Security Act 

and Other Interested Individuals 

SUBJECT: Amendment of State Plan Preprint Page 2.12-20, Adoption of Uniform State Laws 

ATTACHMENT: Amended State Plan Preprint Page 2.12-20 

BACKGROUND: Section 454 and 466 of the Social Security Act (the Act) set forth the requirements 

for a state plan and plan amendments for the child support program. As a condition of receiving 

federal financial participation, the state child support agency must have an approved state plan 

describing the nature and scope of the child support program, and which meets all federal 

requirements. The state plan consists of the preprinted state plan pages, any related attachments, 

and contains information necessary for the Office of Child Support Enforcement (OCSE) to 

determine whether a state plan can be approved. 

Section 301 in Public Law 113-183, Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act, 

made changes to section 466 of the Act, which is referenced in the state plan. Specifically, the law 

amends section 466(f) of the Act to require states to enact the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act 

in the next state legislative session, including amendments adopted by the National Conference of 

Commissioners on Uniform State Laws on September 30, 2008 (UIFSA 2008). If a state has a 2-

year legislative session, "each year of the session shall be deemed to be a separate regular session 

of the State legislature." 

UIFSA 2008 amends UIFSA 2001 with respect to international case processing. Among other 

changes, the UIFSA 2008 amendments integrate the appropriate provisions of The Hague 

Convention on the International Recovery of Child Support and Other Forms of Family Maintenance, 

which was adopted at the Hague Conference on Private International Law on November 23, 2007. 

These provisions in UIFSA 2008 must be enacted in all states before the U.S. can ratify the 

Convention, and will enable states to process cases from other countries that have ratified or 

acceded to the Convention. 

CONTENT: The following amended state plan page and a completed transmittal notice form (OCSE-

21-U4) must be resubmitted to the appropriate ACF/OCSE Regional Office attesting to compliance 

with the requirements set forth on the page. 

• State plan 2.12, Procedures to Improve Program Effectiveness, is amended by 

revising state plan page 2.12-20, Adoption of Uniform State Laws, as follows: 



- Removing "On or after January 1, 1998," 

- Removing "and as in effect on August 22, 1996," 

- Replacing "such date" with "September 30, 2008," 

States must enact UIFSA 2008 verbatim by the effective date noted in P.L. 113-183, section 

301(f)(3). As. with UIFSA 1996, states may replace bracketed language with terminology appropriate 

under state law, for instance, "[tribunal]" may be replaced with "court." States are not required to 

adopt the same numbering of the uniform statute. Also, where the statute refers to other laws or 

statutes by article or section number, even if not included in brackets, the state may replace these 

references with the appropriate article or section number of that state's statutes. OCSE will review 

minor, nonsubstantive, and trivial deviations between UIFSA 2008 and state law on a case-by-case 

basis. 

APPROVAL OF STATE PLAN 

States must submit state plan preprint page 2.12-20 along with a completed transmittal notice form 

(OCSE-21-U4) to the appropriate Regional Program Manager attesting to compliance with the 

requirements set forth on the page. States must submit this page before the end of the first calendar 

quarter beginning after the close of the first regular state legislative session that begins after 

September 29, 2014. In the case of a state that has a 2-year legislative session, each year of such 

session shall be deemed to be a separate regular session of the state legislature. 

RELATED REFERENCES: AT-14-11 

ACTION REQUIRED: Submit state plan preprint page 2.12-20 as noted above. 

INQUIRIES TO: ACF/OCSE Regional Program Managers 

Vicki Turetsky 

Commissioner 

Office of Child Support Enforcement 



r Nancy Manly 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Mills, Cori M (LAW) <cori.mills@alaska.gov> 
Wednesday, March 04, 2015 11:54 AM 
Nancy Manly 

Subject: RE: HB106 - and HST A Meeting on Thursday 3/5/2015 

Nancy, when you have a moment, I would like to talk about where we are on the below requests. My direct line is 465-
2132. 

In light of the committee's requests, I think it would be best to postpone the next hearing on HB 106 until next Tuesday. 
We want to make sure to have as much information available to the committee as possible, and I don't think we will be 

able to do that by tomo~ - C..Cut-' f 'l.,e,J- S OHt~O,tt., from SftLti ¥ 
Thanks! / ~, 1,-,,,- f~wP::l":~-J t!;f;-~/a,,J ;r:::;:,/M -. --T--! ~~ 'UQ~ tt,Of-

cori Mills I /~) I -jd ~ -
From: Nancy Manly [mailto:Nancy.Manly@akleg.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 03, 2015 5:01 PM 
Subject: HB106 - and HSTA Meeting on Thursday 3/5/2015 

3/3/2015 

Jerry/ Stacy/ Carol/ Cori 

For our meeting on Thursday, please have a person from: 

State Department - with respect to the Treaty - Rep Gruenberg especially but also Keller and Vazquez would like to 
have someone from the State Department online or in person able to answer any questions about the Treaty including 
what signatory nations and their political subdivision have to agree to do. 

Federal Government - someone from the Federal Government who can answer questions on the federal law and what 
the consequences if we do not pass this bill; 

Uniform Law Commission: Please have Lindsay Beaver call in again from the Uniform Law Commission. 

From my notes: 

Gruenberg wants to know what Stacy meant by the word "verbatim." He wants to know if the word "verbatim" is in the 
law or in regulations that have the force of law. 

Rep Vazquez wants a copy of the federal statute pertaining to HB106. She also wants somebody from the Senators 
office {Murkowski or Sullivan) to testify on HB106. What the effect it has - if any- on the treaty. 

Rep Keller had questions of collecting child support with foreign orders - applying the same standards/ verifying if the 
order is legit. My notes show that Stacy was going to get back with Rep Keller but I didn't get the question he 
asked. Part of the problem is that I wrote down the time he asked the question but the actual audio of the meeting 
doesn't seem to have the same time (for example, it shows the committee started at 7:44am and I know we didn't start 
until about 8:lOam.) So I'm hoping Stacy wrote whatever question he asked so we could get an answer to it.?? 

1 



, My apologies again for committee members blaming you for something that was my responsibility and our Legal 
Services. Please email back or call if you want to chat about any of this. 

Nancy Manly, Chief of Staff and 
House State Affairs Committee Aide for 

Representative Bob Lynn 
House District 26 

907-465-2794 Fax: 907-465-4316 

2 



Nancy Manly 

From: Nancy Manly 
Sent: Wednesday, March 04, 2015 12:47 PM 
Subject: MEETING CANCELED - House State Affairs Committee Meeting for Thursday 3-5-2015 

3/3/2015 

The House State Affairs Committee Meeting for tomorrow, Thursday 3/5/2015 has been canceled. 

Nancy Manly, Chief of Staff and 
House State Affairs Committee Aide for 

Representative Bob Lynn 
House District 26 

907-465-2794 Fax: 907-465-4316 

1 



Nancy Manly 

From: Nancy Manly 
Sent: Tuesday, March 03, 2015 5:01 PM 
Subject: HB106 - and HSTA Meeting on Thursday 3/5/2015 

3/3/2015 

Jerry/ Stacy/ Carol/ Cori 

For our meeting on Thursday, please have a person from: 

State Department - with respect to the Treaty- Rep Gruenberg especially but also Keller and Vazquez would like to 
have someone from the State Department online or in person able to answer any questions about the Treaty including 
what signatory nations and their political subdivision have to agree to do. 

Federal Government - someone from the Federal Government who can answer questions on the federal law and what 
the consequences if we do not pass this bill; 

Uniform Law Commission: Please have Lindsay Beaver call in again from the Uniform Law Commission. 

From my notes: 

Gruenberg wants to know what Stacy meant by the word "verbatim." He wants to know if the word "verbatim" is in the 
law or in regulations that have the force of law. 

Rep Vazquez wants a copy of the federal statute pertaining to HB106. She also wants somebody from the Senators 
office (Murkowski or Sullivan) to testify on HB106. What the effect it has- if any- on the treaty. 

Rep Keller had questions of collecting child support with foreign orders - applying the same standards/ verifying if the 
order is legit. My notes show that Stacy was going to get back with Rep Keller but I didn't get the question he 
asked. Part of the problem is that I wrote down the time he asked the question but the actual audio of the meeting 
doesn't seem to have the same time (for example, it shows the committee started at 7:44am and I know we didn't start 
until about 8:10am.) So I'm hoping Stacy wrote whatever question he asked so we could get an answer to it. ?? 

My apologies again for committee members blaming you for something that was my responsibility and our Legal 
Services. Please email back or call if you want to chat about any of this. 

Nancy Manly, Chief of Staff and 
House State Affairs Committee Aide for 

Representative Bob Lynn 
House District 26 

907-465-2794 Fax: 907-465-4316 

1 
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LEGAL SERVICES 
DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 

STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Deliveries to: 129 6th St. , Rm. 329 Mail Stop 3101 

MEMORANDUM February 25, 2015 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 

FROM: 

Tribal courts and the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act 
(HB 106, Work Order No. 29-GH1897\A) 

Representative Max Gruenberg 
Attn: Mark Simon 

Kate S. Glover ~ 
Legislative Counsel 

You have asked how HB 106 would affect tribal court proceedings related to child 
support and child custody, and, if HB 106 would not govern tribal court proceedings, 
whether the state would be in compliance with federal law. HB 106 would not affect 
tribal court proceedings though it does require the state to give full faith and credit to 
orders issued by tribal courts. Under federal law, tribes are not required to adopt the 
procedures reflected in HB 106. 

HB 106 is intended to update interstate recognition of child support orders and meet a 
federal requirement under the Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act 
of 2014. 1 Under that Act, states are required to adopt, verbatim, the Uniform Interstate 
Family Support Act of 2008.2 Amendments to state laws necessary to conform to the 
Uniform Interstate Family Support Act of 2008 must be adopted this legislative session, 
or the state will no longer be eligible for federal funding tied to child support 
enforcement programs.3 States are required to conform to these requirements so that the 
United States can meet the terms of the Hague Convention on International Recovery of 
Child Support and Other Forms of Family Maintenance, a convention the United States 
has signed, but will not ratify until after states enact the necessary amendments to their 
laws. 

1 Pub. L. 113-183. 

2 Sec. 301, Pub. L. 113 - 183 (amending 42 U.S.C. § 666(f)). 

3 Id. "The amendments made by paragraph (1) shall take effect with respect to a State no 
later than the effective date of laws enacted by the legislature of the State implementing 
such paragraph, but in no event later than the first day of the first calendar quarter 
beginning after the close of the first regular session of the State legislature that begins 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 11 
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•• Representative Max Gruenberg 

February 25, 2015 
Page 2 

. 
Generally,. "unless and until its powers are divested by Congress, a federally recognized 
sovereign Indian tribe has powers of self-government . . . . "4 This sovereign authority 
includes matters relating to families and children who are members of, or eligible for 
membership in, the tribe.5 Because only Congress can limit a federally-recognized tribe's 
authority, a state law regarding child support proceedings will not apply to tribal court 
proceedings. Therefore, HB 106 would govern state proceedings, but not tribal court 
proceedings . 

Under the state's current law, and under HB 106, the state is required to give "full faith 
and credit" to orders issued by tribal courts. Under AS 25.25.101 (amended in sec. 1 of 
the bill), "state" is defined to include "an Indian nation or tribe .. . . "6 Existing law 
requires courts of the state to give full faith and credit to paternity decisions, child 
support orders, and child custody determinations issued by tribunals in other states, 
including Indian tribes.7 Nothing in HB 106 changes this obligation. 

You have also asked whether the state would be in compliance with federal law if 
HB 106 is enacted, but does not apply to tribal courts. The Preventing Sex Trafficking 
and Strengthening Families Act of 2014 only requires states to adopt the Uniform 
Interstate Family Support Act of 2008. It does not require tribes to adopt the uniform 
act. 8 Therefore, it is not necessary for HB 106 to apply to Alaska Native tribal courts for 
the state to comply with federal law. 

If I may be of further assistance, please advise. 

KSG:lnd 
15-131.lnd 

4 State v. Native Village of Tanana, 249 P. 3d 734, 750 (Alaska 2011). 

5 "Indian affairs are subject to state law, but only to the extent that Congress explicitly so 
provides." Baker v. John, 982 P.2d 738, 751 (Alaska 1999) (citation and internal 
quotation marks omitted). 

6 The existing definition includes "Indian tribe," sec. 1 of the bill would amend that 
definition to read "Indian nation or tribe .... " 

7 AS 25.20.050 (paternity); AS 25.27.230 (child support); AS 25.30.510 (child custody). 

8 Compare sec. 301, Pub. L. 113 - 183 (requiring "states" to adopt the uniform act) with 
sec. 302, Pub. L. 113 - 183 (amending 42 U.S.C. 653(c)(l) to provide that an authorized 
representative of "any State or Indian tribe" has access to the federal parent locator 
service and amending 42 U.S.C. 1315(b) to specify that tribes may receive waivers to 
conduct demonstration or pilot child support recovery projects); see also Child Support 
Handbook, Office of Child Support Enforcement, Administration for Children and 
Families, United States Department of Health and Human Services, p. 33, available at: 
http:/ /www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/programs/css/child _ support_ handbook_ with_ to 
c.pdf. 

~---·-·~ 



(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101 

LEGAL SERVICES 
DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
Deliveries to: 129 6th St. , Rm. 329 

MEMORANDUM March 2, 2015 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 

FROM: 

Committee substitute for governor's bill relating to Uniform 
Interstate Family Support Act 
CSHB 106(STA); (Work Order No. 29-GH1897\W) 

Representative Bob Lynn 
Chair of the House State and Regional Affairs Committee 
Attn: Nancy Manly 

Kate S. Glover 
Legislative Counsel 

Enclosed is a draft committee substitute for HB 106 that includes revisions to conform 
the bill to the Manual of Legislative Drafting as well as revisions that the Department of 
Law has told me they were asked to make by the federal uniform code committee. [ 
understand that Cori Mills provided a copy of the Department of Law's revisions, in 
amendment form, to your office in an e-mail to Ms. Manly. 1 have incorporated all of 
those revisions in the enclosed draft, but will not discuss those revisions in this memo. 

In addition to those changes, this draft reflects a number of revisions summarized below. 
Because some of these revisions require renumbering bill sections, I will use the statutory 
section numbers to make it easier to follow the changes. Some of the revisions were 
simply formatting changes. There are also a few changes to the lead-in phrases (i.e. "AS 
_ is amended by adding a new section to read," might be changed to "AS_ is amended 
by adding a new section to article_ to read"). [ do not specifically discuss those changes 
in this memo. If you would like me to provide a line by line summary of the changes, 
please let me know. 

AS 25 .25. IO 1: This section contains amendments to existing definitions and adds new 
definitions. For definitions, the Manual of Legislative Drafting explains that only the 
definitions being amended should be included in the bill, and new definitions should be 
added to the end of the existing definition list. If the bill is enacted, the revisor will 
alphabetize and renumber the definitions. 1 For that reason, this section has been 
rearranged and renumbered. Only two changes were made to the language of a 
definition. The first is in the definition of "support order" (sec. 14 of this draft). Version 
A of the bill read "a state or a foreign country" (p. 6, I. 2 of version A). Version W (the 
enclosed draft) eliminates the second "to" and reads "a state or foreign country." The 

1 Pages 16 - 17, Manual of Legislative Drafting. 
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Uniform Code is identical in this regard. Version A also read "the te rm support order" (p. 
6, I. 5). Version W deletes "the term," because it is not needed. The Uniform Code uses 
only "the term." The second was in the definition of "register" which placed "issued in 
another state or foreign country" following "judgment." This change was discussed by 
the Revisor of Statutes with Susan Pollard and Stacy Steinberg. 

AS 25.25.102(b): Page 6, line 12 of version A read "agency under AS 25.27.010." 
Version W reads "agency created in AS 25 .27.01 O." This was changed to be consistent 
with drafting style. 

AS 25.25.205(a): Sec. 26 of version W deletes a semicolon that followed "order" in 
Version A. Adds a comma after "and" on the same line. 

AS 25.25 .205(b)(2): Sec. 27 of version W changes "its" from version A to "the 
tribunal's" for clarity and to conform with style. 

AS 25.25.207(b): Sec. 32 of version W reads "shall determine, by order." Sec. 17 of 
version A (p. 10, I. 29) read "by order shall determine." This was changed for clarity. 

AS 25.25.207(e): Sec. 35 of version W includes a grammatical change. A comma was 
added following "determines." 

AS 25.25.280: Sec. 40 of version W makes a grammatical change. A comma was added 
following "apply." 

AS 25.25.304(b): Sec. 43 of version W, adds "the" following "under." 

AS 25.25.307(b): Version A reads "within five days of receipt." Version W reads 
"within five days after receipt." This is consistent with the style of both the state statutes 
and the Uniform Code. 

AS 25.25.307(d): Version A, p. 17, I. 3, read "for enforcement or for modification." 
Version W does not include the second "for." 

AS 25 .25.310: Version W adds "the" before "names and addresses." 

AS 25.25.605(d): Version A, p. 27, I. 15, read: "two or more orders and the order." 
Version W reads: "the orders, the order." In addition, version W includes a comma after 
"order." 

AS 25.25.61 l(a) : Version W deletes a comma following "pleading" that was not 
included in version A and deletes a comma that was included in version A. 

AS 25.25.61 5(a): Version A, p. 31, line 13 read: "jurisdiction of the tribunal whether." 
Version W reads "jurisdiction of the tribunal, regardless of." Version A, p. 31 , I. 14, read 
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"given or whether the." Version W reads "given or the." This change was made to 
clarify the language. 

AS 25 .25 .701 : Version W includes changes to the statutory section numbers for the new 
sections related to child support orders. In Version A, AS 25 .25.701 is repealed and 
reenacted. In current law, however, AS 25.25.701 is not a definitions section. The 
Manual of Legislative Drafting explains that, where the amendments are extensive, the 
existing section should simply be repealed and a new section added, with a different 
section number. Version W follows this convention. AS 25.25.701 is repealed in 
sec. 101 of version W. The sections that were added in sec. 80 and 81 of version A of the 
bill are renumbered accordingly as AS 25.25.702 - 25 .25.714. All references in the bill to 
these new sections have been revised, and the remainder of the bill renumbered 
accordingly. 

AS 25.25.702(7): P. 32, I. 21 - 22 of version A read "Secretary of the United States 
Department." Version W reads "United States Secretary of." This was changed to be 
consistent with other state statutes. 

AS 25.25.705: Version A, p. 33, l. 12 read "no existing." Version W reads "not an 
existing." Version A, p. 33, l. 20 read "against which." Version W reads "against 
whom." 

AS 25 .25.706: Version A, p. 34, I. 8 - 9 read "that in the issuing country has benefited 
from free legal assistance." Version W reads "who has benefited from free legal 
assistance in the issuing country." This change was made for easier reading. 

Additional Comments 
1. We are also concerned with the definition of "outside this state" which is defined as "a 
location in another state or a country other than the United States ... ". Shouldn't this read 
"a location in another state or in a country other than the United States"? Without the 
second "in" it appears that a state also cannot be part of the United States. 

2. In addition to the changes and concern outlined above, I have discussed with the 
attorneys at the Department of Law other potentially ambiguous language used in the 
uniform act incorporated into HB 106. For example, at page 24, lines 2 through 12 and 
page 25, lines 2, 16, and 17 the new language seems to make an unnecessary distinction 
between a "support order", an "income withholding order", and a "foreign support order." 
The definition of "support order" for purposes throughout the act, (including for purposes 
of this state, another state, or a foreign country), expressly includes income withholding. 
It is unclear therefore, and creates some ambiguity, why the provisions above refer to 
both a support order and an income withholding order for an order issued in "another 
state" but refer only to a "foreign support order" for orders issued by another country. A 
court may consider these distinctions relevant when trying to interpret those provisions 
and resolve the ambiguity in a way unintended by the drafters of the uniform act. In my 
opinion, better drafting technique would be to eliminate the separate reference to an 
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income withholding order altogether in these sections to avoid the ambiguity. 

If I may be of further assistance, please advise. 

KSG:lnd 
15-172.lnd 

Enclosure 
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 106(STA) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STA TE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE- FIRST SESSION 

BY THE HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

Offered: 
Referred: 

Sponsor(s): HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR 

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

WORK DRAFT 

29-GH1897\W 
Glover 
3/2/15 

"An Act relating to the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act, including jurisdiction 

2 II by tribunals of the state, registration and proceedings related to support orders from 

3 II other state tribunals, foreign support orders, foreign tribunals, and certain persons 

4 11 residing in foreign countries; relating to determination of parentage of a child; and 

5 II providing for an effective date." 

6 II BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

7 11 * Section 1. AS 25.25.101(2) is amended to read: 

8 11 (2) "child support order" means a support order for a child, including a 

9 II child who has attained the age of majority under the law of the issuing state or foreign 

10 country; 

11 II * Sec. 2. AS 25.25.101(4) is amended to read: 

12 11 (4) "home state" means the state or the foreign country in which a 

13 II child lived with a parent or a person acting as a parent for at least six consecutive 
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months immediately preceding the time of filing of a complaint or comparable 

pleading for support and, if a child is less than six months old, the state or the foreign 

country in which the child lived from birth with a parent or person acting as a parent; 

a period of temporary absence of a parent or person acting as a parent is counted as 

part of the six-month or other period; 

* Sec. 3. AS 25.25.101(8) is amended to read: 

(8) "initiating tribunal" means the [AUTHORIZED] tribunal of a [IN 

AN INITIATING] state or foreign country from which a complaint or comparable 

pleading is forwarded or in which a complaint or comparable pleading is filed for 

forwarding to another state or foreign country; 

* Sec. 4. AS 25.25.101(9) is amended to read: 

(9) "issuing state" means the state in which a tribunal issues a support 

order or [RENDERS] a judgment determining parentage of a child; 

* Sec. 5. AS 25.25.101(10) is amended to read: 

(10) "issuing tribunal" means the tribunal of a state or foreign country 

that issues a support order or [RENDERS] a judgment determining parentage of a child; 

* Sec. 6. AS 25.25 .101(12) is amended to read: 

(12) "obligee" means 

(A) an individual to whom a duty of support is or is alleged to 

be owed or in whose favor a support order [HAS BEEN ISSUED] or a 

judgment determining parentage of a child has been issued [RENDERED]; 

(B) a foreign country, state: or political subdivision of a state 

to which the rights under a duty of support or support order have been assigned 

or that has independent claims based on financial assistance provided to an 

individual obligee in place of child support; [OR] 

(C) an individual seeking a judgment determining parentage of 

the individual's child; or 

{D) a person that is a creditor in a proceeding under 

AS 25.25.702 - 25.25.714; 

* Sec. 7. AS 25.25.101(13) is amended to read: 

(13) "obligor" means an individual or the estate of a decedent that 

[WHO] 
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(A) owes or is alleged to owe a duty of support; 

(B) is alleged but has not been adjudicated to be a parent of a 

child; [OR] 

(C) is liable under a support order; or 

(D) is a debtor in a proceeding under AS 25.25. 702 -

25.25.714; 

* Sec. 8. AS 25.25.101(14) is amended to read: 

(14) "register" means to file in a tribunal of this state a support order 

or judgment issued in another state or a foreign country determining parentage of a 

child [WITH A REGISTERING TRIBUNAL]; 

* Sec. 9. AS 25.25.101(15) is amended to read: 

(15) "registering tribunal" means the tribunal in which a support order 

or judgment determining parentage of a child is registered; 

* Sec. 10. AS 25.25.101(16) is amended to read: 

(16) "responding state" means a state in which a complaint or 

comparable pleading for support or to determine parentage of a child 

[PROCEEDING] is filed or to which a complaint or comparable pleading 

[PROCEEDING] is forwarded for filing from another [AN INITIATING] state Qr 

foreign country [UNDER THIS CHAPTER OR A LAW OR PROCEDURE 

SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR TO THIS CHAPTER, OR UNDER A LAW OR 

PROCEDURE SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR TO THE UNIFORM RECIPROCAL 

ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ACT OR THE REVISED UNIFORM 

RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ACT]; 

* Sec. 11. AS 25.25.101(17) is amended to read: 

(17) "responding tribunal" means the authorized tribunal in a 

responding state or foreign country; 

* Sec. 12. AS 25.25.101(19) is amended to read: 

(19) "state" means a state of the United States, the District of 

Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, or any 

territory or insular possession subject to the jurisdiction of the United States; the term 

"state" includes an Indian nation or tribe [AND A FOREIGN JURISDICTION THAT 
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HAS ENACTED A LAW OR ESTABLISHED PROCEDURES FOR ISSUANCE 

AND ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ORDERS THAT ARE SUBSTANTIALLY 

SIMILAR TO THE PROCEDURES UNDER THIS CHAPTER OR UNDER THE 

UNIFORM RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ACT OR THE 

REVISED UNIFORM RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ACT]; 

* Sec. 13. AS 25.25.101(20) is amended to read: 

(20) "support enforcement agency" means a public official.i 

governmental entity, or private agency authorized to [SEEK] 

(A) seek enforcement of support orders or laws relating to the 

duty of support; 

(B) seek establishment or modification of child support orders; 

(C) request determination of parentage of a child; [OR] 

(D) attempt to locate [THE LOCATION OF] obligors or their 

assets; or 

(E) request determination of the controlling child support 

order; 

* Sec. 14. AS 25.25.101(21) is amended to read: 

(21) "support order" means a judgment, decree, [OR] order, decision, 

or directive, whether temporary, final, or subject to modification, issued in a state or 

foreign country for the benefit of a child, a spouse, or a former spouse, that provides 

for monetary support, health care, arrearages, retroactive support, or reimbursement 

for financial assistance provided to an individual obligee in place of child 

support; "support order" [, AND] may include related costs and fees , interest, 

income withholding, automatic adjustment, reasonable attorney fees, and other 

relief; 

* Sec. 15. AS 25.25.101(22) is amended to read: 

(22) "tribunal" means a court, administrative agency, or quasi-judicial 

entity authorized to establish, enforce, or modify support orders or to determine 

parentage of a child. 

* Sec. 16. AS 25.25.101 is amended by adding new paragraphs to read: 

(23) "convention" means the Convention on the International Recovery of 

Child Support and Other Forms of Family Maintenance, concluded at The Hague on 

CSHB 106(ST A) -4-
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November 23, 2007; 

(24) "foreign country" means a country, including a political subdivision 

of a country, other than the United States, that authorizes the issuance of support orders 

and 

(A) that has been declared under the law of the United States to be 

a foreign reciprocating country; 

(B) that has established a reciprocal arrangement for child support 

with this state as provided in AS 25.25.308(b); 

(C) that has enacted a law or established procedures for the 

issuance and enforcement of support orders that are substantially similar to the 

procedures under this chapter; or 

(D) in which the convention is in force with respect to the United 

States; 

(25) "foreign support order" means a support order of a foreign tribunal; 

(26) "foreign tribunal" means a court, administrative agency, or quasi­

judicial entity of a foreign country that is authorized to establish, enforce, or modify 

support orders or determine parentage of a child; "foreign tribunal" includes a competent 

authority under the convention; 

(27) "issuing foreign country" means the foreign country in which a 

tribunal issues a support order or a judgment determining parentage of a child; 

(28) "outside this state" means a location in another state or a country 

other than the United States, whether or not the country is a foreign country; 

(29) "person" means an individual, corporation, business trust, estate, 

trust, partnership, limited liability company, association, joint venture, public corporation, 

government or governmental subdivision, agency, or instrumentality, or any other legal or 

commercial entity; 

(30) "record" means information that is inscribed on a tangible medium or 

that is stored in an electronic or other medium and is retrievable in perceivable form; 

* Sec. 17. AS 25.25.102 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 

(b) The child support services agency created in AS 25.27.010 is the support 

enforcement agency of this state. 

* Sec. 18. AS 25.25.103 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.103. Remedies cumulative. Remedies provided by this chapter are 
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cumulative and do not affect the availability of remedies under other law or the 

recognition of a support order on the basis of comity. 

* Sec. 19. AS 25.25.103 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 

(b) This chapter does not 

( 1) provide the exclusive method of establishing or enforcing a support 

order under the law of this state; or 

(2) grant a tribunal of this state jurisdiction to render judgment or issue an 

order relating to child custody or visitation in a proceeding under this chapter. 

* Sec. 20. AS 25.25 is amended by adding a new section to article 1 to read: 

Sec. 25.25.104. Application of this chapter to resident of foreign country and 

foreign support proceeding. (a) A tribunal of this state shall apply AS 25.25.101 -

25.25.616 and, as applicable, AS 25.25.702 - 25.25.714, to a support proceeding involving 

(I) a foreign support order; 

(2) a foreign tribunal; or 

(3) an obligee, obligor, or child residing in a foreign country. 

(b) A tribunal of this state that is requested to recognize and enforce a support 

order on the basis of comity may apply the procedural and substantive provisions of 

AS 25.25.101 - 25.25.616. 

(c) AS 25.25.702 - 25.25.714 apply only to a support proceeding under the 

convention. In such a proceeding if a provision of AS 25.25.702 - 25.25.714 1s 

inconsistent with AS 25.25 .101 - 25 .25.616, AS 25.25.702 - 25 .25.714 controls. 

* Sec. 21. AS 25.25.201 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.201. Bases for jurisdiction over nonresident. In a proceeding to 

establish Q! [,]enforce[, OR MODIFY] a support order or to determine parentage of a 

child, a tribunal of this state may exercise personal jurisdiction over a nonresident 

individual or the individual's guardian or conservator if 

(1) the individual is personally served with a citation, summons, or 

notice within this state; 

(2) the individual submits to the jurisdiction of this state by consent in 

a record, by entering a general appearance, or by filing a responsive document having 

the effect of waiving any contest to personal jurisdiction; 

(3) the individual resided with the child in this state; 
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( 4) the individual resided in this state and provided prenatal expenses 

or support for the child; 

(5) the child resides in this state as a result of the acts or directives of 

the individual; 

(6) the individual engaged in sexual intercourse in this state and the 

child may have been conceived by that act of intercourse; 

(7) the individual acknowledged parentage of a child in a writing 

deposited with the Bureau of Vital Statistics under AS 25.20.050; or 

(8) there is another basis consistent with the constitutions of this state 

and the United States for the exercise of personal jurisdiction. 

* Sec. 22. AS 25.25.201 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 

(b) The bases of personal jurisdiction set out in (a) of this section or in any other 

law of this state may not be used to acquire personal jurisdiction for a tribunal of this state 

to modify a child support order of another state unless the requirements of AS 25.25.611 

are met or, in the case of a foreign support order, unless the requirements of AS 25.25.615 

are met. 

* Sec. 23. AS 25.25.202 is repealed and reenacted to read: 

Sec. 25.25.202. Duration of personal jurisdiction. Personal jurisdiction 

acquired by a tribunal of this state in a proceeding under this chapter or other law of this 

state relating to a support order continues as long as a tribunal of this state has continuing, 

exclusive jurisdiction to modify its order or continuing jurisdiction to enforce its order as 

provided by AS 25.25.205, 25.25.206, and 25.25.281. 

* Sec. 24. AS 25.25.203 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.203. Initiating and responding tribunal of this state. Under this 

chapter, a tribunal of this state may serve as an initiating tribunal to forward 

proceedings to a tribunal of another state and as a responding tribunal for proceedings 

initiated in another state or a foreign country. 

* Sec. 25. AS 25.25.204 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.204. Simultaneous proceedings [IN ANOTHER STATE]. (a) A 

tribunal of this state may exercise jurisdiction to establish a support order if the 

complaint or comparable pleading is filed after a complaint or comparable pleading is 

filed in another state or a foreign country only if 
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(1) the complaint or comparable pleading in this state is filed before 

the expiration of the time allowed in the other state or the foreign country for filing a 

responsive pleading challenging the exercise of jurisdiction by the other state or the 

foreign country; 

(2) the contesting party timely challenges the exercise of jurisdiction in 

the other state or the foreign country; and 

(3) if relevant, this state is the home state of the child. 

(b) A tribunal of this state may not exercise jurisdiction to establish a support 

order if the complaint or comparable pleading is filed before a complaint or 

comparable pleading is filed in another state or a foreign country if 

(1) the complaint or comparable pleading in the other state or the 

foreign country is filed before the expiration of the time allowed in this state for 

filing a responsive pleading challenging the exercise of jurisdiction by this state; 

(2) the contesting party timely challenges the exercise of jurisdiction in 

this state; and 

(3) if relevant, the other state or the foreign country is the home state 

of the child. 

* Sec. 26. AS 25.25.205(a) is amended to read: 

(a) A tribunal of this state that has issued a child [ISSUING A] support order 

consistent with the law of this state has and shall exercise continuing, exclusive 

jurisdiction to modify its [OVER A] child support order if the order is the 

controlling order and, 

(1) at the time of the filing of a request for modification, [AS 

LONG AS] this state ~ [REMAINS] the residence of the obligor, the individual 

obligee, or the child for whose benefit the support order is issued; or 

(2) even if this state is not the residence of the obligor, the individual 

obligee, or the child for whose benefit the support order is issued, the parties consent 

in a record or in open court that the tribunal of this state may continue to exercise 

iurisdiction to modify its order [UNTIL EACH INDIVIDUAL PARTY HAS FILED 

WRITTEN CONSENT WITH THE TRIBUNAL OF THIS STA TE FOR A 

TRIBUNAL OF ANOTHER STATE TO MODIFY THE ORDER AND ASSUME 

CONTINUING, EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION]. 
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* Sec. 27. AS 25.25.205(b) is amended to read: 

(b) A tribunal of this state that has issued [ISSUING] a child support order 

consistent with the law of this state may not exercise [ITS] continuing, exclusive 

jurisdiction to modify the order if 

(1) all of the parties who are individuals file consent in a record with 

the tribunal of this state that a tribunal of another state that has jurisdiction over at 

least one of the parties who is an individual or that is located in the state of residence 

of the child may modify the order and assume continuing, exclusive jurisdiction; or 

(2) the tribunal's order is not the controlling order [THE ORDER 

HAS BEEN MODIFIED BY A TRIBUNAL OF ANOTHER STA TE UNDER A 

LAW SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR TO THIS CHAPTER]. 

* Sec. 28. AS 25.25.205(c) is repealed and reenacted to read: 

( c) If a tribunal of another state has issued a child support order under this chapter 

or a law substantially similar to this chapter that modifies a child support order of a 

tribunal of this state, a tribunal of this state shall recognize the continuing, exclusive 

jurisdiction of the tribunal of the other state. 

* Sec. 29. AS 25.25.205(d) is repealed and reenacted to read: 

(d) A tribunal of this state that lacks continuing, exclusive jurisdiction to modify a 

child support order may serve as an initiating tribunal to request a tribunal of another state 

to modify a support order issued in that state. 

* Sec. 30. AS 25.25 .206(a) is amended to read: 

(a) A tribunal of this state that has issued a child support order consistent 

with the laws of this state may serve as an initiating tribunal to request a tribunal of 

another state to enforce 

(1) the order if the order is the controlling order and has not been 

modified by a tribunal of another state that assumed iurisdiction under this chapter; 

Q! 

(2) a money judgment for arrears of support and interest on the 

order accrued before a determination that an order of a tribunal of another state is 

the controlling order [OR MODIFY A SUPPORT ORDER ISSUED IN THAT 

STATE]. 

* Sec. 31. AS 25.25.206(b) is amended to read: 

-9- CSHB 106(ST A) 
Ne w Text Underl ine d [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED] 



L 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 29-GH 1897\ W 

(b) A tribunal of this state having continuing [, EXCLUSIVE] jurisdiction 

over a support order may act as a responding tribunal to enforce [OR MODIFY] the 

order. [IF A PARTY SUBJECT TO THE CONTINUING, EXCLUSIVE 

JURISDICTION OF THE TRIBUNAL NO LONGER RESIDES IN THE ISSUING 

STA TE, IN SUBSEQUENT PROCEEDINGS THE TRIBUNAL MAY APPLY 

AS 25.25.316 TO RECEIVE EVIDENCE FROM ANOTHER STATE AND 

AS 25.25.318 TO OBTAIN DISCOVERY THROUGH A TRIBUNAL OF 

ANOTHER STATE.] 

* Sec. 32. AS 25.25.207(b) is amended to read: 

(b) If a proceeding is brought under this chapter and two or more child support 

orders have been issued by tribunals of this state.,, [OR] another state, or a foreign 

country with regard to the same obligor and~ child, a tribunal of this state having 

personal jurisdiction over both the obligor and individual obligee shall apply the 

following rules and shall determine, by order, [IN DETERMINING] which order 

controls and must be recognized [TO RECOGNIZE FOR PURPOSES OF 

CONTINUING, EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION]: 

(1) if only one of the tribunals would have continuing, exclusive 

jurisdiction under this chapter, the order of that tribunal is controlling and shall be 

recognized; 

(2) if more than one of the tribunals would have continuing, exclusive 

jurisdiction under this chapter, 

!A} an order issued by a tribunal in the current home state of 

the child controls; or 

1fil [SHALL BE RECOGNIZED, BUT,] if an order has not 

been issued in the current home state of the child, the order most recently 

issued controls [IS CONTROLLING AND SHALL BE RECOGNIZED]; 

(3) if none of the tribunals would have continuing, exclusive 

jurisdiction under this chapter, the tribunal of this state [HA VINO JURISDICTION 

OVER THE PARTIES] shall issue a child support order, which controls [IS 

CONTROLLING AND SHALL BE RECOGNIZED]. 

* Sec. 33. AS 25.25.207(c) is amended to read: 
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(c) If two or more child support orders have been issued for the same obligor 

and ~ child, upon request of a party who is an individual or that is a support 

enforcement agency, [AND IF THE OBLIGOR OR THE INDIVIDUAL OBLIGEE 

RESIDES IN THIS STATE, A PARTY MAY REQUEST] a tribunal of this state 

having personal iurisdiction over both the obligor and the obligee who is an 

individual shall [TO] determine which order controls [AND SHALL BE 

RECOGNIZED] under (b) of this section. The request may be filed with a 

registration for enforcement or a registration for modification under 

AS 25.25.601 - 25.25.616 or may be filed as a separate proceeding [SHALL BE 

ACCOMPANIED BY A CERTIFIED COPY OF EVERY SUPPORT ORDER IN 

EFFECT. EVERY PARTY WHOSE RIGHTS MAY BE AFFECTED BY A 

DETERMINATION OF THE CONTROLLING ORDER SHALL BE GIVEN 

NOTICE OF THE REQUEST FOR THAT DETERMINATION]. 

* Sec. 34. AS 25.25.207(d) is amended to read: 

( d) The tribunal that issued the controlling order [THA T SHALL BE 

RECOGNIZED AS CONTROLLING] under (a), (b), or (c) of this section [IS THE 

TRIBUNAL THAT] has continuing [, EXCLUSIVE] jurisdiction to the extent 

provided in AS 25.25.205 or 25.25.206 [IN ACCORDANCE WITH AS 25.25.205]. 

* Sec. 35. AS 25.25.207(e) is amended to read: 

(e) A tribunal of this state that determinesl by order, which is [THE 

IDENTITY OF] the controlling child support order under (b)(l) or (2) or {c) of this 

section, or that issues a new controlling child support order under (b )(3) of this 

section, shall include in that order 

ill the basis upon which the tribunal made its determination.;, 

(2) the amount of prospective support, if any; and 

(3) the total amount of consolidated arrears and accrued interest, if 

any, under all of the orders after all payments made are credited as provided by 

AS 25.25.209. 

* Sec. 36. AS 25.25.207(£) is amended to read: 

(f) Within 30 days after issuance of the order determining which is [THE 

IDENTITY OF] the controlling order, the party obtaining that order shall file a 

certified copy of that order in [WITH] each tribunal that had issued or registered an 
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earlier order of child support. Failure of the party or the support enforcement 

agency obtaining the order to file a certified copy as required under this subsection 

subjects that party to appropriate sanctions by a tribunal in which the issue of failure to 

file arises, but that failure has no effect on the validity or enforceability of the 

controlling order. 

* Sec. 37. AS 25.25 .207 is amended by adding new subsections to read : 

(g) A request to determine which is the controlling order must be accompanied by 

a copy of every child support order in effect and the applicable record of payments. The 

requesting party shall give notice of the request to each party whose rights may be 

affected by the determination. 

(h) An order that has been determined to be the controlling order, or a judgment 

for consolidated arrears of support and interest, if any, made under this section must be 

recognized in proceedings under this chapter. 

* Sec. 38. AS 25.25.208 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.208. Child [MULTIPLE CIIlLD] support orders for two or more 

obligees. In responding to [MULTIPLE] registrations or complaints for enforcement of 

two or more child support orders in effect at the same time with regard to the same obligor 

and different individual obligees, when at least one of the orders was issued by a tribunal 

of another state or a foreign country, a tribunal of this state shall enforce those orders in 

the same manner as if the [MULTIPLE] orders had been issued by a tribunal of this state. 

* Sec. 39. AS 25.25.209 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.209. Credit for payments. A tribunal of this state shall credit 

amounts [AMOUNTS] collected [AND CREDITED] for a particular period under 

any child support order against the amounts owed for the same period under any 

other child support order for support of the same child [A SUPPORT ORDER] 

issued by a tribunal of this state, another state, or a foreign country [SHALL BE 

CREDITED AGAINST THE AMOUNTS ACCRUING OR ACCRUED FOR THE 

SAME PERIOD UNDER A SUPPORT ORDER ISSUED BY THE TRIBUNAL OF 

THIS STA TE]. 

* Sec. 40. AS 25.25 is amended by adding new sections to article 2 to read: 

Sec. 25.25.280. Application of this chapter to nonresident subject to 

personal jurisdiction. A tribunal of this state exercising personal jurisdiction over a 
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nonresident in a proceeding under this chapter, under other law of this state relating to 

a support order, or recognizing a foreign support order may receive evidence from 

outside this state under AS 25.25.316, communicate with a tribunal outside this state 

under AS 25.25.317, and obtain discovery through a tribunal outside this state under 

AS 25.25.318. In all other respects, AS 25.25.301 - 25.25.616 do not apply, and the 

tribunal shall apply the procedural and substantive law of this state. 

Sec. 25.25.281. Continuing, exclusive jurisdiction to modify spousal 

support order. (a) A tribunal of this state issuing a spousal support order consistent 

with the law of this state has continuing, exclusive jurisdiction to modify the spousal 

support order throughout the existence of the support obligation. 

(b) A tribunal of this state may not modify a spousal support order issued by a 

tribunal of another state or a foreign country having continuing, exclusive jurisdiction 

over that order under the law of that state or foreign country. 

( c) A tribunal of this state that has continuing, exclusive jurisdiction over a 

spousal support order may serve as 

(1) an initiating tribunal to request a tribunal of another state to enforce 

the spousal support order issued in this state; or 

(2) a responding tribunal to enforce or modify its own spousal support 

order. 

* Sec. 41. AS 25.25.30l(c) is amended to read: 

(c) An individual or a support enforcement agency may initiate 

[COMMENCE] a proceeding authorized under this chapter by filing a complaint or a 

comparable pleading in an initiating tribunal for forwarding to a responding tribunal or 

by filing a complaint or a comparable pleading directly in a tribunal of another state Q! 

a foreign country that has or can obtain personal jurisdiction over the respondent. 

* Sec. 42. AS 25.25.303 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.303. Application of law of this state. Except as otherwise provided 

in [BY] this chapter, a responding tribunal of this state shall 

(1) apply the procedural and substantive law [, INCLUDING THE 

RULES ON CHOICE OF LAW,] generally applicable to similar proceedings 

originating in this state and may exercise all powers and provide all remedies available 
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in those proceedings; and 

(2) determine the duty of support and the amount payable under the 

law and support guidelines of this state. 

* Sec. 43. AS 25.25.304 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.304. Duties of initiating tribunal. (a) Upon the filing of a 

complaint or comparable pleading authorized by this chapter, an initiating tribunal of 

this state shall forward [THREE COPIES OF] the complaint or comparable pleading 

and its accompanying documents 

(1) to the responding tribunal or appropriate support enforcement 

agency in the responding state; or 

(2) if the identity of the responding tribunal is unknown, to the state 

information agency of the responding state with a request that they be forwarded to the 

appropriate tribunal and that receipt be acknowledged. 

(b) If requested by the responding tribunal [A RESPONDING STATE 

HAS NOT ENACTED A LAW OR PROCEDURE SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR 

TO THIS CHAPTER], a tribunal of this state shall [MAY] issue a certificate or other 

documents and make findings required by the law of the responding state. If the 

responding tribunal [ST A TE] is in a foreign country, upon request 

[JURISDICTION], the tribunal of this state shall [MAY] specify the amount of 

support sought, convert the amount into the equivalent amount in the foreign 

currency under the applicable official or market exchange rate as publicly 

reported, and provide any other documents necessary to satisfy the requirements of 

the responding foreign tribunal [STATE]. 

* Sec. 44. AS 25 .25.305(b) is amended to read: 

(b) A responding tribunal of this state, to the extent not prohibited 

[OTHERWISE SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZED] by law, may do one or more of the 

following: 

(1) establish [ISSUE] or enforce a support order, modify a child 

support order, determine the controlling child support order, or [RENDER A 

JUDGMENT TO] determine parentage of the child; 

(2) order an obligor to comply with a support order, specifying the 
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amount and the manner of compliance; 

payment; 

(3) order income withholding; 

(4) determine the amount of any arrearages, and specify a method of 

(5) enforce orders by civil or criminal contempt, or both; 

(6) set aside property for satisfaction of the support order; 

(7) place liens and order execution on the obligor's property; 

(8) order an obligor to keep the tribunal informed of the obligor's 

current residential address, electronic mailing address, telephone number, employer, 

address of employment, and telephone number at the place of employment; 

(9) issue a bench warrant for an obligor who has failed after proper 

notice to appear at a hearing ordered by the tribunal and enter the bench warrant in any 

local and state computer systems for criminal warrants; 

(10) order the obligor to seek appropriate employment by specified 

methods; 

(11) award reasonable attorney fees and other fees and costs; and 

(12) grant any other available remedy. 

* Sec. 45. AS 25.25.305 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 

(f) If requested to enforce a support order, arrears, or judgment or modify a 

support order stated in a foreign currency, a responding tribunal of this state shall 

convert the amount stated in the foreign currency to the equivalent amount in dollars 

under the applicable official or market exchange rate as publicly reported. 

* Sec. 46. AS 25.25.306 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.306. Inappropriate tribunal. If a complaint or comparable 

pleading is received by an inappropriate tribunal of this state, the tribunal [IT] shall 

forward the complaint or pleading, and accompanying documents, to an appropriate 

tribunal in this state or another state and notify the petitioner where and when the 

complaint or pleading was sent. 

* Sec. 47. AS 25.25.307(b) is amended to read: 

(b) In providing services under this chapter to the petitioner, the child support 

services agency of this state shall [, AS APPROPRIATE,] 
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(1) take all steps necessary to enable an appropriate tribunal of [IN] 

this state.,, [OR] another state, or a foreign country to obtain jurisdiction over the 

respondent; 

(2) request an appropriate tribunal to set a date, time, and place for a 

hearing; 

(3) make a reasonable effort to obtain all relevant information, 

including information as to income and property of the parties; 

(4) send [WRITTEN] notice in a record from an initiating, 

responding, or registering tribunal to the petitioner within five [TWO] days after [OF] 

receipt, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays; 

(5) send a copy of a [WRITTEN] communication in a record from the 

respondent or the respondent's attorney to the petitioner within five [TWO] days after 

[OF] receipt, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays; and 

(6) notify the petitioner if jurisdiction over the respondent cannot be 

obtained. 

* Sec. 48. AS 25.25.307 is amended by adding new subsections to read: 

(d) A support enforcement agency of this state that requests registration of a child 

support order in this state for enforcement or modification shall make reasonable efforts 

(1) to ensure that the order to be registered is the controlling order; or 

(2) if two or more child support orders exist and the identity of the 

controlling order has not been determined, to ensure that a request for the determination is 

made in a tribunal havingjurisdiction to do so. 

( e) A support enforcement agency of this state that requests registration and 

enforcement of a support order, arrears, or judgment stated in a foreign currency shall 

convert the amounts stated in the foreign currency into the equivalent amounts in dollars 

under the applicable official or market exchange rate as publicly reported. 

(f) A support enforcement agency of this state shall issue or request a tribunal of 

this state to issue a child support order and an income withholding order that redirect 

payment of current support, arrears, and interest if requested to do so by a support 

enforcement agency of another state under AS 25 .25 .319. 

* Sec. 49. AS 25.25 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

Sec. 25.25.308. Duty of the Department of Revenue. (a) If the Department of 
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Revenue detennines that the support enforcement agency is neglecting or refusing to 

provide services to an individual, the Department of Revenue may order the agency to 

perform its duties under this chapter or may provide those services directly to the 

individual. 

(b) The Department of Revenue may detennine that a foreign country has 

established a reciprocal arrangement for child support with this state and take appropriate 

action for notification of the determination. 

* Sec. 50. AS 25.25.310 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.310. Duties of state information and locator agency. The child 

support services agency is the state information agency under this chapter, and it shall 

(1) compile and maintain a current list, including addresses, of the 

tribunals in this state that have jurisdiction under this chapter and the appropriate agency 

offices in this state and transmit a copy to the state information agency of every other 

state; 

(2) maintain a register of the names and addresses of tribunals and 

support enforcement agencies received from other states; 

(3) forward to the appropriate tribunal in this state all documents 

concerning a proceeding under this chapter received from another state or a foreign 

country [AN INITIATING TRIBUNAL OR THE STATE INFORMATION AGENCY 

OF THE INITIATING STATE]; and 

( 4) obtain infonnation concerning the location of the obligor and the 

obligor's property within this state that is not exempt from execution by postal verification 

and federal or state locator services, examination of telephone directories, requests for the 

obligor's address from employers, and examination of governmental records, including, to 

the extent not prohibited by other law, those relating to real property, vital statistics, law 

enforcement, taxation, motor vehicles, driver's licenses, and social security. 

* Sec. 51. AS 25.25.31 l(a) is amended to read: 

(a) In a proceeding under this chapter, a [A] petitioner seeking to establish 

[OR MODIFY] a support order [OR] to determine parentage of a child or to register 

and modify a support order of a tribunal of another state or a foreign country 

[IN A PROCEEDING UNDER THIS CHAPTER] shall file a [VERIFY THE] 

complaint or comparable pleading. Unless otherwise ordered under AS 25.25.312, or 

otherwise prohibited by law, the complaint or comparable pleading or accompanying 
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documents must provide, so far as known, the name, residential address, and social 

security numbers of the obligor and the obligee or the parent and the alleged parent, 

and the name, sex, residential address, social security number, and date of birth of 

each child for whose benefit [WHOM] support is sought or whose parentage is to be 

determined. Unless filed at the time of registration, the [. THE] complaint or 

comparable pleading must be accompanied by a [CERTIFIED] copy of any support 

order known to have been issued by another tribunal [IN EFFECT]. The complaint 

or comparable pleading may include other information that may assist in locating or 

identifying the respondent. 

* Sec. 52. AS 25.25.312 is repealed and reenacted to read: 

Sec. 25.25.312. Nondisclosure of information in exceptional circumstances. 

If a party alleges in an affidavit or a pleading under oath that the health, safety, or liberty 

of a party or child would be jeopardized by disclosure of specific identifying information, 

that information must be sealed and may not be disclosed to the other party or the public. 

After a hearing in which a tribunal takes into consideration the health, safety, or liberty of 

the party or child, the tribunal may order disclosure of information that the tribunal 

determines to be in the interes·t of justice. 

* Sec. 53. AS 25.25.313(b) is amended to read: 

(b) If an obligee prevails, a responding tribunal of this state may assess 

against an obligor filing fees, including fees that were waived under (a) of this section, 

reasonable attorney fees, other costs, necessary travel expenses, and other reasonable 

expenses incurred by the obligee and the obligee's witnesses. The tribunal may not 

assess fees, costs, or expenses against the obligee or the support enforcement agency 

of either the initiating or the responding state or foreign country except as required 

by other law or court rule. Attorney fees may be taxed as costs, and may be ordered 

paid directly to the attorney, who may enforce the order in the attorney's own name. 

Payment of support owed to the obligee has priority over fees, costs, and expenses 

assessed under this subsection. 

* Sec. 54. AS 25.25.314(a) is amended to read: 

(a) Participation by a petitioner in a proceeding under this chapter before a 

responding tribunal, whether in person, by private attorney, or through services 

provided by the support enforcement agency, does not confer personal jurisdiction 
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* Sec. 55. AS 25.25.316(a) is amended to read: 

29-GH 1897\ W 

(a) The physical presence of a nonresident party who is an individual [THE 

PETITIONER] in a [RESPONDING] tribunal of this state is not required for the 

establishment, enforcement, or modification of a support order or the rendition of a 

judgment determining parentage of a child. 

* Sec. 56. AS 25.25.316(b) is amended to read: 

(b) An [A VERIFIED COMPLAINT OR COMPARABLE PLEADING,] 

affidavit, ~ document substantially complying with federally mandated forms, .Q! 

[AND] a document incorporated by reference in any of them, which would not be 

excluded under the hearsay rule if given in person, is admissible in evidence if given 

under penalty of perjury [OATH] by a party or witness residing outside this [IN 

ANOTHER] state. ' 

* Sec. 57. AS 25.25.316(d) is amended to read: 

( d) Copies of bills for testing for parentage of a child, and for prenatal and 

postnatal health care of the mother and child, furnished to the adverse party at least 10 

days before trial or other proceeding, are admissible in evidence to prove the amount 

of the charges billed and that the charges were reasonable, necessary, and customary. 

* Sec. 58. AS 25.25.316(e) is amended to read: 

(e) Documentary evidence transmitted from outside this [ANOTHER] state to 

a tribunal of this state by telephone, facsimile [TELECOPIER], or other electronic 

means that do not provide an original record [WRITING] may not be excluded from 

evidence on an objection based on the means of transmission. 

* Sec. 59. AS 25.25.316(f) is amended to read: 

(t) In a proceeding under this chapter, a tribunal of this state shall [MAY] 

permit a party or witness residing outside this [IN ANOTHER] state to be deposed or 

to testify under penalty of perjury by telephone, audiovisual means, or other 

electronic means at a designated tribunal or other location [IN THAT STA TE]. A 

tribunal of this state shall cooperate with other tribunals [OF OTHER STATES] in 

designating an appropriate location for the deposition or testimony. 

* Sec. 60. AS 25.25.316 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 

U) A voluntary acknowledgment of paternity, certified as a true copy, 1s 
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admissible to establish parentage of the child. 

* Sec. 61. AS 25.25.317 is amended to read: 

29-GH1897\W 

Sec. 25.25.317. Communications between tribunals. A tribunal of this state may 

communicate with a tribunal outside this [OF ANOTHER] state in a record [WRITING], 

or by telephone, electronic mail, or other means, to obtain information concerning the 

laws [OF THAT STATE], the legal effect of a judgment, decree, or order of that tribunal, 

and the status of a proceeding [IN THE OTHER STATE]. A tribunal of this state may 

furnish similar information by similar means to a tribunal outside this [OF ANOTHER] 

state. 

* Sec. 62. AS 25 .25 .318 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.318. Assistance with discovery. A tribunal of this state may 

(1) request a tribunal outside this [OF ANOTHER] state to assist in 

obtaining discovery; and 

(2) upon request, compel a person over which [WHOM] it has 

jurisdiction to respond to a discovery order issued by a tribunal outside this [OF 

ANOTHER] state. 

* Sec. 63. AS 25.25.319 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.319. Receipt and disbursement of payments. The child support 

services agency of this state shall disburse promptly any amounts received under a 

support order, as directed by the order. The agency shall furnish to a requesting party 

or tribunal of another state or a foreign country a certified statement by the custodian 

of the record of the amounts and dates of all payments received. 

* Sec. 64. AS 25.25.319 is amended by adding new subsections to read: 

(b) If neither the obligor, nor the obligee who is an individual, nor the child 

resides in this state, upon request from the support enforcement agency of this state or 

another state, the support enforcement agency of this state or a tribunal of this state shall 

(1) direct that the support payment be made to the support enforcement 

agency of the state in which the obligee is receiving services; and 

(2) issue and send to the obligor's employer a conforming income 

withholding order or an administrative notice of change of payee, reflecting the redirected 

payments. 

(c) The support enforcement agency of this state receiving redirected payments 
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from another state under a law similar to (b) of this section shall furnish to a requesting 

party or tribunal of the other state a certified statement by the custodian of the record of 

the amount and dates of all payments received. 

* Sec. 65. AS 25.25.40l(a) is amended to read: 

(a) If a [CHILD] support order entitled to recognition under this chapter has not 

been issued, a responding tribunal of this state with personal jurisdiction over the 

parties may issue a [CHILD] support order if 

(1) the individual seeking the order resides outside this [IN ANOTHER] 

state; or 

(2) the support enforcement agency seeking the order is located outside 

this [IN ANOTHER] state. 

* Sec. 66. AS 25.25.401(b) is repealed and reenacted to read: 

(b) The tribunal may issue a temporary child support order if the tribunal 

detenn ines that an order is appropriate and the individual ordered to pay is 

(1) a presumed father of the child; 

(2) petitioning to have the individual's paternity adjudicated; 

(3) identified as the father of the child through genetic testing; 

( 4) an alleged father who has declined to submit to genetic testing; 

(5) shown by clear and convincing evidence to be the father of the child; 

(6) an acknowledged father under AS 25.20.050; 

(7) the mother of the child; or 

(8) an individual who has been ordered to pay child support in a previous 

proceeding and the order has not been reversed or vacated. 

* Sec. 67. AS 25.25 is amended by adding a new section to article 4 to read: 

Sec. 25.25.402. Proceeding to determine parentage. A tribunal of this state 

authorized to determine parentage of a child may serve as a responding tribunal in a 

proceeding to determine parentage of a child brought under this chapter or a law or 

procedure substantially similar to this chapter. 

* Sec. 68. AS 25.25.501 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.501. Employer's receipt of income withholding order of another 

state. An income withholding order issued in another state may be sent by or on 

behalf of the obligee, or by the support enforcement agency to the person [OR 

-21- CSHB 106(ST A) 
Ne w Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED] 



L 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 29-GH 1897\ W 

ENTITY] defined as the obligor's employer under AS 25.27 without first filing a 

complaint or comparable pleading or registering the order with a tribunal of this state. 

* Sec. 69. AS 25.25.502(c) is amended to read: 

(c) Except as provided by (d) of this section and AS 25.25.503, the employer 

shall withhold and distribute the funds as directed in the withholding order by 

complying with the terms of the order, as applicable, that specify 

(1) the duration and the amount of periodic payments of current child 

support, stated as a sum certain; 

(2) the person [OR AGENCY] designated to receive payments and the 

address to which the payments are to be forwarded; 

(3) medical support, whether in the form of periodic cash payment, 

stated as a sum certain, or an order to the obligor to provide health insurance coverage 

for the child under a policy available through the obligor's employment; 

(4) the amount of periodic payments of fees and costs for a support 

enforcement agency, the issuing tribunal, and the obligee's attorney, stated as sums 

certain; and 

(5) the amount of periodic payments of arrearages and interest on 

arrearages, stated as sums certain. 

* Sec. 70. AS 25.25.503 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.503. Employer's compliance [COMPLIANCE] with two or 

!!!.Q!£ [MULTIPLE] income withholding orders. If an obligor's employer receives 

two or more [MULTIPLE] orders to withhold support from the earnings of the same 

obligor, the employer shall be considered to have satisfied the terms of the 

[MULTIPLE] orders if the employer complies with the law of the state of the obligor's 

principal place of employment to establish the priorities for withholding and allocating 

income withheld for two or more [MULTIPLE] child support obligees [ORDERS]. 

* Sec. 71. AS 25.25.504 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.504. Immunity from civil liability. An employer that [WHO] 

complies with an income withholding order issued in another state in accordance with 

AS 25.25.501 - 25.25.505 is not subject to civil liability to an individual or agency 

with regard to the employer's withholding of child support from the obligor's income. 
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* Sec. 72. AS 25.25.505 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.505. Penalties for noncompliance. An employer that [WHO] 

wilfully fails to comply with an income withholding order issued in [BY] another state 

and received for enforcement is subject to the same penalties that may be imposed for 

noncompliance with an order issued by a tribunal of this state. 

* Sec. 73. AS 25.25 .506 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.506. Contest by obligor. (a) An obligor may contest the validity or 

enforcement of an income withholding order issued in another state and received 

directly by an employer in this state by registering the order in a tribunal of this 

state and filing a contest to that order as provided in AS 25.25.601 - 25.25.616 or 

otherwise contesting the order in the same manner as if the order were issued by a 

tribunal of this state. The provisions of AS 25.25.604 apply to the contest. 

(b) The obligor shall give notice of the contest to 

(1) a support enforcement agency providing services to the obligee; 

(2) each employer that has directly received an income withholding 

order relating to the obligor; and 

(3) if 

(A) a person [OR AN AGENCY] is designated to receive 

payments in the income withholding order, to that person [OR AGENCY] ; or 

(B) no person [OR AGENCY] is designated to receive 

payments in the income withholding order, to the obligee. 

* Sec. 74. AS 25.25.507(a) is amended to read: 

(a) A party or support enforcement agency seeking to enforce a support 

order or an income withholding order, or both, issued in [BY A TRIBUNAL OF] 

another state or a foreign support order may send the documents required for 

registering the order to the child support services agency of this state. 

* Sec. 75. AS 25.25.601 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.601. Registration of order for enforcement. A support order or 

[AN] income withholding order issued in [BY A TRIBUNAL OF] another state~ 

foreign support order may be registered in this state for enforcement. 

* Sec. 76. AS 25.25 .602(a) is amended to read: 
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(a) Except as provided in AS 25.25.707, a [A] support order or income 

withholding order of another state or a foreign support order may be registered in 

this state by sending the following records [DOCUMENTS AND INFORMATION] 

to a tribunal of this state: 

(1) a letter of transmittal to the tribunal requesting registration and 

enforcement; 

(2) two copies, including one certified copy, of the order [ALL 

ORDERS] to be registered, including any modification of the [AN] order; 

(3) a sworn statement by the person requesting [PARTY SEEKING] 

registration or a certified statement by the custodian of the records showing the 

amount of any arrearage; 

(4) the name of the obligor and, if known, 

(A) the obligor's address and social security number; 

(B) the name and address of the obligor's employer and any 

other source of income of the obligor; and 

(C) a description and the location of property in this state of the 

obligor not exempt from execution; and 

(5) except as otherwise provided in AS 25.25.312, the name and 

address of the obligee and, if applicable, the [AGENCY OR] person to whom support 

payments are to be remitted. 

* Sec. 77. AS 25.25.602(b) is amended to read: 

(b) On receipt of a request for registration, the registering tribunal shall file the 

order as an order of a tribunal of another state or a foreign support order [A 

FOREIGN JUDGMENT], together with one copy of the documents and information, 

regardless of their form. 

* Sec. 78. AS 25.25.602 is amended by adding new subsections to read: 

( d) If two or more orders are in effect, the person requesting registration shall 

(I) furnish to the tribunal a copy of every support order asserted to be in 

effect in addition to the documents specified in this section; 

(2) specify the order alleged to be the controlling order, if any; and 

(3) specify the amount of consolidated arrears, if any. 

(e) A request for a determination of which is the controlling order may be filed 
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separately or with a request for registration and enforcement or for registration and 

modification. The person requesting registration shall give notice of the request to each 

party whose rights may be affected by the determination. 

* Sec. 79. AS 25.25.603 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.603. Effect of registration for enforcement. (a) A support order or 

income withholding order issued in another state or a foreign support order is 

registered when the order is filed in the registering tribunal of this state. 

(b) A registered support order issued in another state or a foreign country is 

enforceable in the same manner and is subject to the same procedures as an order issued 

by a tribunal of this state. 

( c) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter [AS 25 .25 .601 - 25 .25 .612], a 

tribunal of this state shall recognize and enforce, but may not modify, a registered 

support order if the issuing tribunal had jurisdiction. 

* Sec. 80. AS 25.25.604 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.604. Choice of law. (a) Except as otherwise provided in (d) of 

this section, the [THE] law of the issuing state or foreign country governs 

ill the nature, extent, amount, and duration of current payments under 

a registered support order; 

ill [AND OTHER OBLIGATIONS OF SUPPORT AND] the 

computation and payment of arrearages and accrual of interest on the arrearages 

under the support order; and 

(3) the existence and satisfaction of other obligations under the 

support order. 

(b) In a proceeding for arrears under a registered support order 

[ARREARAGES], the statute of limitation [UNDER THE LAWS] of this state or of 

the issuing state or foreign country, whichever is longer, applies. 

* Sec. 81. AS 25.25.604 is amended by adding new subsections to read: 

(c) A responding tribunal of this state shall apply the procedures and remedies 

of this state to enforce current support and collect arrears and interest due on a support 

order of another state or a foreign country registered in this state. 

( d) After a tribunal of this state or another state determines which is the 

controlling order and issues an order consolidating arrears, if any, a tribunal of this 
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state shall prospectively apply the law of the state or foreign country issuing the 

controlling order, including its law on interest on arrears, on current and future 

support, and on consolidated arrears. 

* Sec. 82. AS 25.25.605 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.605. Notice of registration of order. (a) When a support order or 

income withholding order issued in another state or a foreign support order is 

registered, the registering tribunal of this state shall notify the nonregistering party. 

The notice must be accompanied by a copy of the registered order and the documents 

and relevant information accompanying the order. 

(b) A [THE] notice must inform the nonregistering party 

( 1) that a registered order is enforceable as of the date ofregistration in 

the same manner as an order issued by a tribunal of this state; 

(2) that a hearing to contest the validity or enforcement of the 

registered order must be requested within 20 days after notice unless the registered 

order is under AS 25.25.708; 

(3) that failure to contest the validity or enforcement of the registered 

order in a timely manner will result in confirmation of the order and enforcement of 

the order and the alleged arrearages and precludes further contest of that order with 

respect to any matter that could have been asserted; and 

( 4) of the amount of alleged arrearages. 

(c) Upon registration of an income withholding order for enforcement, the 

support enforcement agency or the registering tribunal shall notify the obligor's 

employer under AS 25 .27. 

* Sec. 83. AS 25.25.605 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 

( d) If the registering party asserts that two or more orders are in effect, a 

notice must also 

( 1) identify the orders, the order alleged by the registering party to be 

the controlling order, and the consolidated arrears, if any; 

(2) notify the nonregistering party of the right to a determination of 

which is the controlling order; 

(3) state that the procedures provided in (b) of this section apply to the 
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determination of which is the controlling order; and 

( 4) state that failure to contest the validity or enforcement of the order 

alleged to be the controlling order in a timely manner may result in confirmation that 

the order is the controlling order. 

* Sec. 84. AS 25.25.606(a) is amended to read: 

(a) A nonregistering party seeking to contest the validity or enforcement of a 

registered order in this state shall request a hearing within the time required by 

AS 25.25.605 (20 DAYS AFTER THE NOTICE OF THE REGISTRATION]. The 

nonregistering party may seek to vacate the registration, to assert a defense to an 

allegation of noncompliance with the registered order, or to contest the remedies being 

sought or the amount of alleged arrearages under AS 25 .25 .607. 

* Sec. 85. AS 25.25.606(b) is amended to read: 

(b) If the nonregistering party fails to contest the validity or enforcement of 

the registered support order in a timely manner, the order is confirmed by operation 

of law. 

* Sec. 86. AS 25.25.607 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.607. Contest of registration or enforcement. (a) A party 

contesting the validity or enforcement of a registered support order or seeking to 

vacate the registration has the burden of proving one or more of the following 

defenses: 

party; 

( 1) the issuing tribunal lacked personal jurisdiction over the contesting 

(2) the order was obtained by fraud; 

(3) the order has been vacated, suspended, or modified by a later order; 

(4) the issuing tribunal has stayed the order pending appeal; 

(5) there is a defense under the law of this state to the remedy sought; 

(6) full or partial payment has been made; or 

(7) the statute of limitation under AS 25.25.604 precludes enforcement 

of some or all of the alleged arrearages; or 

(8) the alleged controlling order is not the controlling order. 

(b) If a party presents evidence establishing a full or partial defense under (a) 
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of this section, the tribunal may stay enforcement of ! [THE] registered support 

order, continue the proceeding to permit production of additional relevant evidence, 

and issue other appropriate orders. An uncontested portion of the registered support 

order may be enforced by all remedies available under the law of this state. 

(c) If the contesting party does not establish a defense under (a) of this section 

to the validity or enforcement of a registered support [THE] order, the registering 

tribunal shall issue an order confirming the order. 

* Sec. 87. AS 25.25.608 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.608. Confirmed order. Confirmation of a registered support order, 

whether by operation of law or after notice and hearing, precludes further contest of 

the order with respect to a matter that could have been asserted at the time of 

registration. 

* Sec. 88. AS 25.25.610 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.610. Effect of registration for modification. A tribunal of this 

state may enforce a child support order of another state registered for purposes of 

modification in the same manner as if the order had been issued by a tribunal of this 

state, but the registered support order may be modified only if the requirements of 

AS 25.25.611 or 25.25.613 have been met. 

* Sec. 89. AS 25.25.61 l(a) is amended to read: 

(a) If AS 25.25.613 does not apply, upon complaint or comparable 

pleading, a tribunal of this state may modify [AFTER] a child support order issued 

in another state that is [HAS BEEN] registered in this state, [UNLESS THE 

PROVISIONS OF AS 25.25.613 APPLY, THE RESPONDING TRIBUNAL OF 

THIS STATE MAY MODIFY THAT ORDER ONLY] if, after notice and an 

opportunity for hearing, the tribunal [IT] finds that 

(1) the following requirements are met: 

(A) neither the child, !!Q! the [INDIVIDUAL] obligee who is 

an individual, nor [, AND] the obligor resides [DO NOT RESIDE] in the 

issuing state; 

(B) a petitioner who is not a resident of this state seeks 

modification; and 
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(C) the respondent is subject to the personal jurisdiction of the 

tribunal of this state; or 

(2) this state is the residence of the child, or a party who is an 

individual [,] is subject to the personal jurisdiction of the tribunal and all of the parties 

who are individuals have filed consents in a record [A WRITTEN CONSENT] in the 

issuing tribunal providing that a tribunal of this state may modify the support order 

and assume continuing, exclusive jurisdiction [OVER THE ORDER; HOWEVER, IF 

THE ISSUING STA TE IS A FOREIGN JURISDICTION THAT HAS NOT 

ENACTED A LAW OR PROCEDURE SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR TO THIS 

CHAPTER, THE WRITTEN CONSENT OF AN INDIVIDUAL RESIDING IN THIS 

STATE IS NOT REQUIRED FOR THE TRIBUNAL TO ASSUME JURISDICTION 

TO MODIFY THE CHILD SUPPORT ORDER]. 

* Sec. 90. AS 25.25.61 l(c) is amended to read: 

( c) A tribunal of this state may not modify any aspect of a child support order 

that may not be modified under the law of the issuing state, including the duration of 

the obligation of support. If two or more tribunals have issued child support orders 

for the same obligor and child, the order that is controlling and must be recognized 

under the provisions of AS 25.25.207 establishes the nonmodifiable aspects of the 

support order. 

* Sec. 91. AS 25.25.61 l(d) is amended to read: 

( d) On issuance of an order by a tribunal of this state modifying a child 

support order issued in another state, the [A] tribunal of this state becomes the tribunal 

of continuing, exclusive jurisdiction. 

* Sec. 92. AS 25.25.611 is amended by adding new subsections to read: 

(f) In a proceeding to modify a child support order, the law of the state that is 

determined to have issued the initial controlling order governs the duration of the 

obligation of support. The obligor's fulfillment of the duty of support established by 

that order precludes imposition of a further obligation of support by a tribunal of this 

state. 

(g) Notwithstanding (a) - (d) and (f) of this section and AS 25.25.201(b), a 

tribunal of this state retains jurisdiction to modify an order issued by a tribunal of this 
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state if 

(1) one party resides in another state; and 

(2) the other party resides outside the United States. 

* Sec. 93. AS 25.25.612 is amended to read: 

29-GH 1897\ W 

Sec. 25.25.612. Recognition of order modified in another state. If a child 

support order issued by a [A] tribunal of this state is modified [SHALL 

RECOGNIZE A MODIFICATION OF ITS EARLIER CHILD SUPPORT ORDER] 

by a tribunal of another state that assumed jurisdiction under the Uniform Interstate 

Family and Support Act, a tribunal of this state [THIS CHAPTER OR A LAW OR 

PROCEDURE SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR TO THIS CHAPTER AND, UPON 

REQUEST, EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN THIS CHAPTER, SHALL] 

(1) may enforce its [THE] order that was modified only as to arrears 

and interest [AMOUNTS] accruing before the modification; 

(2) may [ENFORCE ONLY NONMODIFIABLE ASPECTS OF 

THAT ORDER; 

(3)] provide [OTHER] appropriate relief [ONLY] for violations of its 

[THAT] order that occurred before the effective date of the modification; and 

(3) shall [ ( 4)] recognize the modifying order of the other state, upon 

registration, for the purpose of enforcement. 

* Sec. 94. AS 25.25.613(b) is amended to read: 

(b) A tribunal of this state exercising jurisdiction as provided in this section 

shall apply the provisions of AS 25.25.101 - 25.25.209 and 25.25.601 - 25.25.614 to 

the enforcement or modification proceeding. AS 25.25.301 - 25.25.507, 25.25.702 -

25.25.714 [25.25.701], 25 .25.801 , and 25.25.802 do not apply, and the tribunal shall 

apply the procedural and substantive law of this state. 

* Sec. 95. AS 25.25 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

Sec. 25.25.615. Jurisdiction to modify child support order of foreign 

country. (a) Except as otherwise provided in AS 25.25.712, if a foreign country lacks 

or refuses to exercise jurisdiction to modify its child support order under its laws, a 

tribunal of this state may assume jurisdiction to modify the child support order and 

bind all individuals subject to the personal jurisdiction of the tribunal, regardless of 
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whether the consent to modification of a child support order otherwise required of the 

individual under AS 25.25.611 has been given or the individual seeking modification 

is a resident of this state or of the foreign country. 

(b) An order issued by a tribunal of this state modifying a foreign child 

support order under this section is the controlling order. 

Sec. 25.25.616. Procedure to register child support order of foreign 

country for modification. A party or support enforcement agency seeking to modify, 

or to modify and enforce, a foreign child support order not under the convention may 

register that order in this state under AS 25.25.601 - 25.25.608 if the order has not 

been registered. A complaint or comparable pleading for modification may be filed at 

the same time as a request for registration, or at another time. The complaint or 

comparable pleading must specify the grounds for modification. 

* Sec. 96. AS 25.25 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

Article 7 A. Support Proceedings under Convention. 

Sec. 25.25.702. Definitions. In AS 25.25.702 - 25.25.714, 

(1) "application" means a request under the convention by an obligee 

or obligor, or on behalf of a child, made through a central authority for assistance from 

another central authority; 

(2) "central authority" means the entity designated by the United States 

or a foreign country described in AS 25.25.101(24)(D) to perform the functions 

specified in the convention; 

(3) "convention support order" means a support order of a tribunal of a 

foreign country described in AS 25.25.101(24)(D); 

(4) "direct request" means a complaint or comparable pleading filed by 

an individual in a tribunal of this state in a proceeding involving an obligee, obligor, or 

child residing outside the United States; 

(5) "foreign central authority" means the entity designated by a foreign 

country described in AS 25.25.101(24)(D) to perform the functions specified in the 

convention; 

(6) "foreign support agreement" 

(A) means an agreement for support in a record that 
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(i) is enforceable as a support order in the country of 

origin; 

(ii) has been formally drawn up or registered as an 

authentic instrument by a foreign tribunal or authenticated by, or 

concluded, registered, or filed with, a foreign tribunal; and 

(iii) may be reviewed and modified by a foreign 

tribunal; 

(B) includes a maintenance arrangement or authentic 

instrument under the convention; 

(7) "United States central authority" means the United States Secretary 

of Health and Human Services. 

Sec. 25.25.703. Applicability. AS 25.25.702 - 25.25.714 apply only to a 

support proceeding under the convention. In such a proceeding, if a provision of 

AS 25.25.702 - 25.25.714 is inconsistent with AS 25 .25.101 - 25.25.616, 

AS 25.25.702 - 25.25.714 controls. 

Sec. 25.25.704. Relationship of child support services agency to United 

States central authority. The child support services agency of this state is recognized 

as the agency designated by the United States central authority to perform specific 

functions under the convention. 

Sec. 25.25.705. Initiation by child support services agency of support 

proceeding under convention. (a) In a support proceeding under AS 25.25.702 -

25.25.714, the child support services agency of this state shall 

(1) transmit and receive applications; and 

(2) initiate or facilitate the institution of a proceeding regarding an 

application in a tribunal of this state. 

(b) The following support proceedings are available to an obligee under the 

convention: 

(1) recognition or recognition and enforcement of a foreign support 

order; 
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(2) enforcement of a support order issued or recognized in this state; 

(3) establishment of a support order if there is not an existing order, 
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including, if necessary, determination of parentage of a child; 

(4) establishment of a support order if recognition of a foreign support 

order is refused under AS 25.25.709(b)(2), (4), or (9); 

(5) modification of a support order of a tribunal of this state; and 

(6) modification of a support order of a tribunal of another state or a 

foreign country. 

(c) The following support proceedings are available under the convention to 

an obligor against whom there is an existing support order: 

(1) recognition of an order suspending or limiting enforcement of an 

existing support order of a tribunal of this state; 

(2) modification of a support order of a tribunal of this state; and 

(3) modification of a support order of a tribunal of another state or a 

foreign country. 

(d) A tribunal of this state may not require security, bond, or deposit, however 

described, to guarantee the payment of costs and expenses in proceedings under the 

convention. 

Sec. 25.25.706. Direct request. (a) An individual may file a direct request 

seeking establishment or modification of a support order or determination of parentage 

of a child. In the proceeding, the law of this state applies . 

(b) An individual may file a direct request seeking recognition and 

enforcement of a support order or support agreement. In the proceeding, AS 25.25.707 

- 25.25.714 apply. 

( c) In a direct request for recognition and enforcement of a convention support 

order or foreign support agreement, 

(1) a security, bond, or deposit is not required to guarantee the 

payment of costs and expenses; and 

(2) an obligee or obligor who has benefited from free legal assistance 

in the issuing country is entitled to benefit, at least to the same extent, from any free 

legal assistance provided for by the law of this state under the same circumstances. 

( d) An individual filing a direct request is not entitled to assistance from the 

child support services agency. 
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(e) AS 25.25.702 - 25.25.714 do not prevent the application of laws of this 

state that provide simplified, more expeditious rules regarding a direct request for 

recognition and enforcement of a foreign support order or foreign support agreement. 

Sec. 25.25.707. Registration of convention support order. (a) Except as 

otherwise provided in AS 25.25.702 - 25.25.714, a party who is an individual or a 

support enforcement agency seeking recognition of a convention support order shall 

register the order in this state as provided in AS 25.25.601 - 25.25.616. 

(b) Notwithstanding AS 25.25.311 and 25.25.602(a), a request for registration 

of a convention support order must be accompanied by 

(1) a complete text of the support order or an abstract or extract of the 

support order drawn up by the issuing foreign tribunal, which may be in the form 

recommended by the Hague Conference on Private International Law; 

(2) a record stating that the support order is enforceable in the issuing 

country; 

(3) if the respondent did not appear and was not represented in the 

proceedings in the issuing country, a record attesting, as appropriate, either that the 

respondent had proper notice of the proceedings and an opportunity to be heard or that 

the respondent had proper notice of the support order and an opportunity to be heard in 

a challenge or appeal on fact or law before a tribunal; 

(4) a record showing the amount of arrears, if any, and the date the 

amount was calculated; 

(5) a record showing a requirement for automatic adjustment of the 

amount of support, if any, and the information necessary to make the appropriate 

calculations; and 

(6) if necessary, a record showing the extent to which the applicant 

received free legal assistance in the issuing country. 

( c) A request for registration of a convention support order may seek 

recognition and partial enforcement of the order. 

( d) A tribunal of this state may vacate the registration of a convention support 

order without the filing of a contest under AS 25 .25.708 only if, acting on its own 

motion, the tribunal finds that recognition and enforcement of the order would be 
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manifestly incompatible with public policy. 

( e) The tribunal shall promptly notify the parties of the registration or the 

order vacating the registration of a convention support order. 

Sec. 25.25.708. Contest of registered convention support order. (a) Except 

as otherwise provided in AS 25.25.702 - 25.25.714, AS 25.25.605 - 25.25.608 apply to 

a contest of a registered convention support order. 

(b) A party contesting a registered convention support order shall file a contest 

not later than 30 days after notice of the registration, but if the contesting party does 

not reside in the United States, the contest must be filed not later than 60 days after 

notice of the registration. 

(c) If the nonregistering party fails to contest the registered convention support 

order by the time specified in (b) of this section, the order is enforceable. 

(d) A contest of a registered convention support order may be based only on 

grounds set out in AS 25 .25. 709. The contesting party bears the burden of proof. 

( e) In a contest of a registered convention support order, a tribunal of this state 

(1) is bound by the findings of fact on which the foreign tribunal based 

its jurisdiction; and 

(2) may not review the merits of the order. 

(f) A tribunal of this state deciding a contest of a registered convention 

support order shall promptly notify the parties of its decision. 

(g) A challenge or appeal, if any, does not stay the enforcement of a 

convention support order unless there are exceptional circumstances. 

Sec. 25.25.709. Recognition and enforcement of registered convention 

support order. (a) Except as otherwise provided in (b) of this section, a tribunal of 

this state shall recognize and enforce a registered convention support order. 

(b) The following grounds are the only grounds on which a tribunal of this 

state may refuse recognition and enforcement of a registered convention support order: 

(1) recognition and enforcement of the order is manifestly 

incompatible with public policy, including the failure of the issuing tribunal to observe 

minimum standards of due process, which include notice and an opportunity to be 

heard; 
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(2) the issuing tribunal lacked personal jurisdiction consistent with 

AS 25.25.201; 

(3) the order is not enforceable in the issuing country; 

(4) the order was obtained by fraud in connection with a matter of 

procedure; 

(5) a record transmitted in accordance with AS 25.25.707 lacks 

authenticity or integrity; 

(6) a proceeding between the same parties and having the same 

purpose is pending before a tribunal of this state and that proceeding was the first to be 

filed ; 

(7) the order is incompatible with a more recent support order 

involving the same parties and having the same purpose if the more recent support 

order is entitled to recognition and enforcement under this chapter in this state; 

(8) payment, to the extent alleged arrears have been paid, in whole or 

in part; 

(9) in a case in which the respondent neither appeared nor was 

represented in the proceeding in the issuing foreign country, 

(A) if the law of that country provides for prior notice of 

proceedings, the respondent did not have proper notice of the proceedings and 

an opportunity to be heard; or 

(B) if the law of that country does not provide for prior notice 

of the proceedings, the respondent did not have proper notice of the order and 

an opportunity to be heard in a challenge or appeal on fact or law before a 

tribunal; or 

(10) the order was made in violation of AS 25.25.712. 

(c) If a tribunal of this state does not recognize a convention support order 

under (b )(2), ( 4 ), or (9) of this section, 

(1) the tribunal may not dismiss the proceeding without allowing a 

reasonable time for a party to request the establishment of a new convention support 

order; and 

(2) the child support services agency shall take all appropriate 
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measures to request a child support order for the obligee if the application for 

recognition and enforcement was received under AS 25.25.705. 

Sec. 25.25.710. Partial enforcement. If a tribunal of this state does not 

recognize and enforce a convention support order in its entirety, it shall enforce any 

severable part of the order. An application or direct request may seek recognition and 

partial enforcement of a convention support order. 

Sec. 25.25.711. Foreign support agreement. (a) Except as otherwise provided 

in (c) and (d) of this section, a tribunal of this state shall recognize and enforce a 

foreign support agreement registered in this state. 

(b) An application or direct request for recognition and enforcement of a 

foreign support agreement must be accompanied by 

(1) a complete text of the foreign support agreement; and 

(2) a record stating that the foreign support agreement is enforceable as 

an order of support in the issuing country. 

(c) A tribunal of this state may vacate the registration of a foreign support 

agreement only if, acting on its own motion, the tribunal finds that recognition and 

enforcement would be manifestly incompatible with public policy. 

( d) In a contest of a foreign support agreement, a tribunal of this state may 

refuse recognition and enforcement of the agreement if it finds 

(1) recognition and enforcement of the agreement is manifestly 

incompatible with public policy; 

(2) the agreement was obtained by fraud or falsification; 

(3) the agreement is incompatible with a support order involving the 

same parties and having the same purpose in this state, another state, or a foreign 

country if the support order is entitled to recognition and enforcement under this 

chapter in this state; or 

( 4) the record submitted under (b) of this section lacks authenticity or 

integrity. 

(e) A proceeding for recognition and enforcement of a foreign support 

agreement must be suspended during the pendency of a challenge to or appeal of the 

agreement before a tribunal of another state or a foreign country. 
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Sec. 25.25.712. Modification of convention child support order. (a) A 

tribunal of this state may not modify a convention child support order if the obligee 

remains a resident of the foreign country where the support order was issued unless 

(1) the obligee submits to the jurisdiction of a tribunal of this state, 

either expressly or by defending on the merits of the case, without objecting to the 

jurisdiction at the first available opportunity; or 

(2) the foreign tribunal lacks or refuses to exercise jurisdiction to 

modify its support order or issue a new support order. 

(b) If a tribunal of this state does not modify a convention child support order 

because the order is not recognized in this state, AS 25.25.709(c) applies. 

Sec. 25.25.713. Personal information; limit on use. Personal information 

gathered or transmitted under AS 25.25.702 - 25.25.714 may be used only for the 

purposes for which it was gathered or transmitted. 

Sec. 25.25.714. Record original language; English translation. A record 

filed with a tribunal of this state under AS 25.25.702 - 25.25.714 must be in the 

original language and, if not in English, must be accompanied by an English 

translation. 

* Sec. 97. AS 25.25.801(a) is amended to read: 

(a) The governor or a designee of the governor may 

(1) demand that the governor of another state surrender an individual 

found in the other state who is charged criminally in this state with having failed to 

provide for the support of an obligee; or 

(2) on the demand of [BY] the governor of another state, surrender an 

individual found in this state who is charged criminally in the other state with having 

failed to provide for the support of an obligee. 

* Sec. 98. AS 25.25.802(a) is amended to read: 

(a) Before making! demand that the governor of another state surrender an 

individual charged criminally in this state with having failed to provide for the support 

of an obligee, the governor of this state or the designee of the governor may require a 

prosecutor of this state to demonstrate that the obligee had initiated proceedings for 

support under this chapter at least 60 days previously or that the proceeding would be 
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.1 II of no avail. 

2 * Sec. 99. AS 25.25.802(b) is amended to read: 

3 (b) If, under this chapter or a law substantially similar to this chapter, .Q! the 

4 former provisions of this chapter, [THE UNIFORM RECIPROCAL 

5 ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ACT, OR THE REVISED UNIFORM 

6 RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ACT,] the governor of another state 

7 II makes a demand that the governor of this state surrender an individual charged 

8 criminally in that state with having failed to provide for the support of a child or other 

9 II individual to whom a duty of support is owed, the governor or a designee of the 

10 governor may require a prosecutor to investigate the demand and report whether a 

11 II proceeding for support has been initiated or would be effective. If it appears that a 

12 proceeding would be effective but has not been initiated, the governor or designee 

13 II may delay honoring the demand for a reasonable time to permit the initiation of a 

14 proceeding. 

15 II * Sec. 100. AS 25.25.901 is amended to read: 

16 II Sec. 25.25.901. Uniformity of application and construction. In applying 

17 II and construing this [THIS] chapter consideration must be given to the need to 

18 II promote uniformity of [SHALL BE APPLIED AND CONSTRUED TO 

19 II EFFECTUATE ITS GENERAL PURPOSE TO MAKE UNIFORM] the law with 

20 II respect to its [THE] subject matter [OF THIS CHAPTER] among states that enact 

21 II [ENACTING] it. 

22 II * Sec. 101. AS 25.25.101(7), 25.25.205(f), 25.25.206(c), 25.25.301(b), 25.25.401(c), and 

23 II 25.25.701 are repealed. 

24 II * Sec. 102. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

25 II to read: 

26 APPLICABILITY. This Act applies to proceedings begun on or after the effective 

27 II date of this section to establish a support order or determine parentage of a child or to register, 

28 recognize, enforce, or modify a prior support order, determination, or agreement, whenever 

29 issued or entered. 

30 * Sec. 103. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

31 to read: 
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1 II TRANSITION: REGULATIONS. The Department of Revenue may adopt regulations 

2 necessary to implement the changes made by this Act. The regulations take effect under 

3 AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act), but not before July 1, 2015. 

4 * Sec. 104. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

5 II to read: 

6 REVISOR'S INSTRUCTION. The revisor of statutes is requested to change the 

7 II (1) heading of art. 4 of AS 25.25 from "Establishment of Support Order" to 

8 "Establishment of Support Order or Determination of Parentage"; 

9 II (2) heading of art. 5 of AS 25.25 from "Direct Enforcement of Order of 

10 11 Another State Without Registration" to "Enforcement of Support Order Without 

11 11 Registration"; 

12 11 (3) heading of art. 6 of AS 25.25 "Enforcement and Modification of Support 

13 II Order After Registration" to "Registration, Enforcement, and Modification of Support Order"; 

14 II (4) catch line for AS 25 .25 .102 from "Tribunals of this state" to "State tribunal 

15 11 and support enforcement"; 

16 II (5) catch line for AS 25.25.205 from "Continuing, exclusive jurisdiction" to 

17 II "Continuing, exclusive jurisdiction to modify child support order"; 

18 (6) catch line for AS 25.25.206 from "Enforcement and modification of 

19 II support order by tribunal having continuing jurisdiction" to "Continuing jurisdiction to 

20 II enforce child support order"; 

21 11 (7) catch line for AS 25.25.207 from "Recognition of controlling child support 

22 II order" to "Determination of controlling child support order"; 

23 11 (8) catch line for AS 25.25.302 from "Action by minor parent" to "Proceeding 

24 II by minor parent"; 

25 II (9) catch line for AS 25.25.401 from "Complaint to establish support order" to 

26 11 "Establishment of support order"; 

27 (10) catch line for AS 25 .25.606 from "Procedure to contest validity or 

28 II enforcement of registered order" to "Procedure to contest validity or enforcement of 

29 II registered support order"; 

30 II (11) catch line for AS 25.25.902 from "Severability clause" to "Severability." 

31 II * Sec. 105. Section 103 of this Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c). 
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1 * Sec. 106. Except as provided in sec. 105 of this Act, this Act takes effect July 1, 2015. 
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THE STATE 

0~LASKA 
GOVERNOR BILL WALKER 

Representative Bob Lynn 

Chair, House State Affairs Committee 

State Capitol, Room 108 

Juneau, AK 99801 

Re: Uniform Interstate Family Support Act 2008 Amendments 

HB 106 

Dear Chair Lynn and Committee Members: 

Department of Revenue 
CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES DfVISION 

Ple•5e Reply To· 

MS 
550 W. 7'" Avenue, Suite 310 

Anchorage, Alaska 99510-6699 

February 25, 2015 

During the House State Affairs committee hearing on February 20, the committee raised several 

questions about HB 106, the bill to amend Alaska's Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA). 

This bill updates Alaska's UIFSA with the 2008 amendments by the Uniform Law Commission and 

focuses on enforcement of child support orders in international cases. Passage of the bill is vital for 

Alaska's children. 

The committee inquired about the following areas: 

1. How many international cases is the Child Support Services Division (CSSD} enforcing? 

About 33% of CSSD's caseload is comprised of "intergovernmental" cases, i.e. cases with another 

state, jurisdiction, or foreign country. About 300 cases have one parent living in a foreign country 

with approximately 42% with foreign support orders, based on statistical sampling. 

Nationwide, the federal Office of Child Support Enforcement {OCSE) estimates there are 150,000 pre­

Convention cases with 26 reciprocating countries. Post-ratification of the Convention, OCSE 

estimates there will be 288,000 cases with 48 foreign Convention countries and expect that number 

to grow as more countries ratify the Convention. 
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2. Is there an example of an international case that this bill would help? 

Example 1: Implementation of UIFSA 2008 and ratification of the Convention will save translation 

costs and delay for CSSD. CSSD recently had a foreign order and had to pay $500 to translate the 

order. If the request for enforcement had been from a Convention country and UIFSA 2008 was in 

place, the foreign country would have been required to provide the English translation. 

Example 2: In another case, a support modification was delayed two years due to jurisdiction disputes 

that UFISA 2008 and the Convention would eliminate. Alaska issued a child support order and both 

parents left Alaska . The custodial parent and child moved to Japan and the non-custodial parent 

moved to Italy, although he claimed Virginia residency. The custodial parent requested a modification 

of the support order. UIFSA requires the modification to be completed by the non-requesting 

parent's state/country. Virginia would not modify the order because the non-custodial parent did not 

physically reside in its state. Italy would not modify the order. Ultimately, Alaska modified the order 

because neither Virginia nor Italy would, but this jurisdictional dispute resulted in a two-year delay in 

modifying the order. 

3. Why does Alaska need to amend its UIFSA? 

Amendment of Alaska's UIFSA is necessary for the United States to implement the Hague Convention 

on the International Recovery of Child Support and Other Forms of Family Maintenance (Convention) . 

It is also necessary to ensure the continued federal funding of Alaska's CSSD. CSSD is 66% federally 

funded and receives about $19 million in federal funds to operate its program. The federal IV-D block 

grant for Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF), about $45 million, could also be at risk. See 

Uniform Law Commission commentary UIFSA 2008, p. 97-98, Exhibit 1; See also US Senate Report 

113-137, Calendar No. 279, p. 40-44, Exhibit 2. 

4. What are the terms of the Convention? 

The Convention provides a structure for enforcement and modification of child and spousal support 

orders among the ratifying and acceding countries. A copy of the Convention is attached as Exhibit 3. 

5. What countries have signed the Convention? 

Thirty-three countries, including the United States, have signed or approved the Convention. See 

Status Table attached as Exhibit 4. 

6. Did Mexico and Central America sign the Convention? 

South American countries participated in the Convent ion negotiat ions. A country cannot ratify the 

Convention until it has implementing legislation in place. This ensures the country can actually 
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provide the child support services that the Convention requires. According to the federal Office of 

Child Support Enforcement, a number of South American countries are working toward that goal. 

7. How does Alaska enforce orders from foreign counties that have not acceded or ratified the 
Convention? 

Currently, registration and enforcement of a child support order issued by a foreign country is 

registered under AS 25.25.601-614 like orders from other states. This is because the current 

definition of "state" can include a foreign jurisdiction that has law substantially similar to our UIFSA 

law. House Bill 106 adds a new definition for "foreign country." The new article 7 addressing foreign 

child support orders from Convention countries will provide more efficient and effective methods for 

registering, enforcing and modifying child support orders from these foreign countries. For example, 

the foreign country must provide an English translation of the order. Also, the bill provides when 

Alaska can modify a foreign child support order. See Uniform Law Commission commentary, UIFSA 

2008, p. 96, Exhibit 1. 

8. What is the Congressional support for the Convention? Is it likely Congress will ratify the 
Convention? 

Congress ratified the Convention in 2010. On September 29, 2010, the US Senate approved the 

Resolution of Advice and Consent regarding the Convention. Congress then passed the Preventing Sex 

Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act of 2014 requiring states to enact implementing legislation. 

This Congressional action requires Alaska to amend its UIFSA with the 2008 version and prompted 

introduction of HB106. Until all 50 states adopt UIFSA 2008, the President cannot complete the final 

steps to ratify the treaty and deposit the instruments of ratification with the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the depositary of the Convention. See State Department 

press releases, Exhibit 5; See US Senate Report 113-137, Calendar No. 279, excerpt pp 40-44, Exhibit 

2. 

9. Where is the legal requirement for states to adopt UIFSA 2008? 

42 USC 666(f) as amended by PL 113-183 

Attached is the Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act of 2014 (Exhibit 6) and 42 

USC 666{f) (Exhibit 7); See also US Senate Report 113-137, Calendar No. 279, excerpt p. 44, Exhibit 2. 

10. What is the amount of federal funds at risk? 

About $19 mill ion for CSSD, and possibly $45 million for the federal IV-D block grant for Temporary 

Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) . 
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CSSD is a federally-approved child support program, qualifying for 66% federal funds with a 34% state 

match. CSSD received about $19 million in federal funds in FY2014. Alaska also received about $45 

million for the federal IV-D block grant for TANF. 

11. What is the level of federal child support program funding at the local and national level? 

$19 million for Alaska's Child Support Services Division; $5.7 billion nation-wide. 

12. Where does it require Alaska to adopt UIFSA 2008 verbatim? 

42 USC 666(f) as amended by PL 113-183 {Exhibits 3 and 4); See also US Senate Report 113-137, 

Calendar No. 279, p. 44, Exhibit 2. 

We are working closely with the regional federal Office of Child Support Enforcement to ensure the 

bill wording is in compliance. The verbatim requirement ensures consistency among all the states and 

ensures all states have the necessary language to implement the Convention. We have reviewed the 

UIFSA 2008 amendments and are comfortable that the changes are limited and do not have any 

adverse effect on Alaskan interests. 

13. What it the time deadline for states to adopt UIFSA 2008? 

July 1, 2015 for Alaska. 

Section 301(f)(3){A) of PL 113-183 requires that UIFSA 2008 must be in effect in every state "no later 

than the effective date of laws enacted by the legislature of the State implementing such paragraph, 

but in no event later than the first day of the first calendar quarter beginning after the close of the 

first regular session of the State legislature that begins after the date of the enactment of this Act." 

See Exhibit 6. 

14. What happens if one state does not enact UI.FSA 2008? 

The state risks loss of its federal child support funding and the United States may not be able to ratify 

the Convention. However, based on past history, it is highly likely that every state will adopt UIFSA 

2008 by the deadline. In the 1990's, Congress required all states to adopt UIFSA 1996 and all states 

adopted it by 1998. 

Currently, 12 states have enacted UIFSA 2008, 19 states (including Alaska) have introduced legislation, 

and the remaining states are in the bill drafting stage. 
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15. When does the new Article 7, addressing international child support orders from Convention 
countries, take effect? 

Article 7 takes effect when the United States ratifies the Convention and deposits its instruments of 

ratification with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the depositary of 

the Convention. See Uniform Law Commission Introductory Comment, UIFSA 2008, Article 7, pp 97-

98, Exhibit 1. 

Sincerely, 

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 

CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES DIVISION 

By: ~ 

Carol Beecher 

Director 

~ 

CRAIG W. RICHARDS 

ATIORNEY GENERAL 

By:)f)µy~ 
Stacy K. Steinberg 

Chief Assistant Attorney General 

Enclosures: 

Exhibit 1- Uniform Law Commission Commentary, UIFSA 2008 (Excerpt pp 96-98) 

Exhibit 2- US Senate Report 113-137, Calendar No. 279 (Excerpt pp 40-54) 

Exhibit 3-Convention 

Exhibit 4-Status Table 

Exhibit 5-US State Department Press Releases 

Exhibit 6-PL 113-183 (Excerpt) 

Exhibit 7-42 USC 666 
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HB106 Supporting Docs - Exhibit 1 
Uniform Law Commission Commentary, UIFSA 2008 (Excerpt pp 96-98) 



Exhibit 1- Uniform Law commission Commentary 
UI FSA 2008 (Excerpt pp 96-98) 

UNIFORM INTERSTATE FAMILY SUPPORT ACT 
(last Amended or Revised in 2008) 

2008 11MENDMENTS TO THE UNJF'ORA,f INTERSTATE FAMILY SUPPORT ACT 
ARE INDICATED BY UNDERSCORE AND STRIKEOUT 

Drafted by the 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF COMMISSIONERS 
ON UNIFORM STATE LAWS 

nnd by it 

APPROVED AND RECOMMENDED FOR ENACTMENT 
IN ALL THE STATES 

Cl ils 

ANNUALC'ONFERENCE 
MEETING IN ITS ONE-HUNDRED-AND-SEVENTEENTH YEAR 

IN BIG SKY, MONTANA 
JULY 18 - 25, 2008 

IV/TH PREFil1'0RY NOTE AND COMMENTS 

COPYRIGHT© 2008 
By 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF COMMISSIONERS 
ON UNIFORM STATE LAWS 

July 20, :?O 11 



DRAFTING C'OMM [TTEE ON AMENDMENTS TO 
UNCFORM INTERSTATE FAMILY SUPPORT ACT (2001) 

The Committee appointed by and representing the Nntionnl Conference of 
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws in dratting these amendments consists of the lollowing 
individuals: 

BATTLER. ROBINSON, 104 W. Market St., Georgetown, DE 19947, Chair 
MARUN J. APPELWIC'K, One Union Square, 600 University St., Scuttle, WA 98101 
BARBARA ANN ATWOOD. University of Arizonn - James£. Rogers College of Law, 120{ E. 

Speedway, P.O. Box 21.0176. Tucson, AZ 85721-0176 
DEBORAI-I E. BEHR, Ofnce of Attorney General, P.O. Box 110300, Junenu, AK 99811 
VINCENT C. DELIBERATO, JR., Legislotivc Rcforence Burcnu. Main Copitol Building, Room 

641, Harrisburg. PA 17120-0033 
GAIL II. MAGER.TY, Burleigh County Court House. P.O. Box 1013, 514 E. Thayer Ave., 
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Comment 

The procedure for registration and cnforcemenl set forth in sections 601 through 608 is 
npplicnblc to u child-support order from n non-Convention country. This section provides 
coverage for modification in that situation. Presumptively, the general law of the state rcgnrding 
modiflcntion of a child-support order will npply becnusc. by their terms. sections 609 through 
614 npply only to modification of n child-support order by n state tribunal. The rntionnle is that 
modi ticntion is ovnilnblc because the foreign order is not founded on the principles of 
continuing, exclusive jurisdiction nnd n controlling order. See sections 205 through 207. 
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ARTICLE 7 

DETERMINATION OF PARENTAGE 

SUPPORT PROCEEDING UNDER CONVENTION 

Introductory Comment 

This nrticle contains provisions nduptcd from the Convention that could not be readily 
integrated into the existing body of Articles I through 6. Por the most pnrt, extending the 
covemgc oflJIFSA (2008) to foreign countries was a sntisfoctory solution to merge the 
approprinte Convention terms Into this act. In undcrstonding this process, it must be clearly 
stated thut the terms or the Convention nre not substantive law. When the Senate lms given its 
advice and consent, the Convention has been rntilicd by the President, and certain formal 
procedures have been completed, the Convention will become a mulliluteml treaty between the 
United States und the other Convention countries. As such. it will be the lnw of the lnnd; but the 
treaty is not self-executing. See, Medellin v. Tcxas,.552 U.S.·--, 128 S.Ct. 1346. 170 L.Ed.2d 
190 (2008). Thus, the ultimate enforcement of the treaty in the United States will be dependent 
on the enactment of both lcderal and state legislation. This act is predicated on the principle thnt 
the enactment of UI FSA (2008) wi II effectively implement the Convention through state law by 
amending Articles I through 6, plus the oddition of this orticlc. This will encourage international 
cooperation by cmuloting the intcrstote effect of UIFSA for international cases, especially those 
affected by the Convention. 

In relatively few instances, the provisions of the Convention arc sufficiently specific th.it 
a choice was made between nmending UIFSA accordingly. with a disproportionate effect on all 
support orders enforced under state law. or nccommodating polentiul connicts by crcnling a 
separate article to npply only to Convention supporl orders. The choice wns to draft this article us 
state law to minimize disruption lo interstate support orders, which constitute the vust majority of 
orders processed by under UffSA. Nole that this act is the substantive ond procedural state law 
for: (I) responding to on npplication lbr establishment. recognition und enforcement. or 
modification of n Convention support order; nnd. (2) initiating an application to a Convention 
country for similar action. 

The four I !ague muintcnnncc conventions that preceded the 2007 Convention. and the 
three prior versions of UIFSA, have common goals. The distinclrons between the jurisdictional 
rules in the common•law tradition in the United States, and the civil law systems in most of the 
countries that were parties to the earlier mnintenunce conventions, were obstacles to participntion 
of the United Stutes in nny of the multilatcrnl maintenance trc:llics (until recently). As the world 
has grown smaller and globalization hns become the order of the day. reconciling the differences 
has become more and more important. Understanding the necessity for accommodution has mudc 
the task easier. This is not to say easy, as evidenced by the fact that the formal negotiations 
lending to the tinul text ofthc Convention spanned l'rom May. 2003, to November. 2007. As of 
this writing. it remains unclear when the Convention will cmcr into force in the United Stutes. 
Nonetheless, signing the Convention by the executive branch of'thc federal government on 
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November 23, 2007, ond npproval of the lJIFSA (2008) by the annunl conference of the Uniform 
Law Commission in July 2008, mnrkc<l important milestones townrd eventual udoption of both 
the Convention nnd UIFSA (2008). 

This act nnd the 2007 Convenlion have for more in common than did former uniform acts 
nnd mnintemmce conventions, and, in fact, many provisions of the Convention arc modeled on 
UIFSA principles. The negotiations demonstrated thut it is possible to draft un internntlonnl 
convention, which incorporates core UIFSA pl'inciples into n system for the establishment and 
enforcement of child support and spousal-support orders ocross internntionnl borders, nnd creoles 
an cnicient, economicnl, and expeditious procedure to accomplish these gonls. Mnuers in 
common, however, go far beyond identical gonls. Tile negotiations provided an opportunity for 
an extended interchange of idens about how lo ndnpt legal mcchnnisms to focililnte child support 
enforcement between otherwise disparate legal systems. 

International cross-border enforcement IHlS been far more important in Western Europe, 
nnd more recently, throughout the countries of the European Union thnn has been the cuse in the 
United States. On the other hand, experience with establishment nnd enforcement of interstute 
child support orders in the United States has been building since 1950, and ncceleruted rupidly 
with enactment of'Title IV-D of the Social Security Act in 1975. Clearly, the issues nre for easier 
to deal with nationally bccnuse of the common language, currency, and legal system, ond, since 
1996, with the Title IV-D requirement thnt nil states enact the same version of UIFSA. In fnct, 
since the advent of UIFSA and Title IV-D, millions of interstate cases have been processed 
through the child support enforcement system and integration of a few thousand foreign support 
orders has been less of a chullcnge in the United States. The entry into force of the Convention is 
designed to further improve the process and may lead in a few years to a substantial increase in 
international cases, both incoming nnd outgoing. 

To create UIFSA (2008), it was necessary to integrate the texts of UIFSA (200 I) and the 
Convention. This did not present a significanl drafting chnllenge for the most part. 13y for the 
most common amendment in Articles I through 6 is to substitute "state or foreign country" for 
the term "state," These simple amendments expnnded n majority of this act to cover foreign 
support orders. In this article stntulory directions nre given lo "a tribunal of this state,'' and also 
ton "governmental entity, individual petitioner, support enforcement ngcncy, or a party." 

SECTION +01. PROCEEDING TO DETERMINE PARENTAGE. A eourt of this 

oonditH! tribunal in a . nlene of a ehild lll!PI ser,e as a res . 

Stele .. ~,e,i.eO 
18 

Oeterm,A"i""O . . , J e, • law er 1,re .. aure •••••••ffnl½' 
bretcwht undei:-tlus (net d' rv• to C:letermine f)arentage ::. aroeee 1 -

similar to this [Aet] . 

SECTION 701. DEFINITlONS. In this forticlcl: 

{I) ''Application•· means a request under the Convention by an obligce or obligor. or on 
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Calendar No. 279 
113TH CONGRESS } 

2d Session { 
REPORT 

SENATE 113-137 

THE SUPPOR'I'ING AT·RISK KIDS ACT 

FEDRUAllY 6, 2014..-0rdored to be printed 

Mr. BAUCUS, from the Committee on Finance. 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
together with 

MINORITY VIEWS 

{To accompany S. 18701 

Uncluding cost estlmo.le or tho Congressional Budget Office) 

The Committee on Finance, having considered an original bill, S. 
1870, to reauthorize and restructure adoption incentive payments, 
to better enable State child welfare agencies to prevent sex traf­
ficking of children ond serve the needs of children who are victims 
of sex trafficking, to increase the reliability of child support for 
children, and for other purposes, reports favorably thereon and rec• 
ommends that the bill do pass. 
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I. BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION 

The Finnnco Committee has demonstrated n commitment to 
working in a bipartisan fnshion on issues that affect the nation's 
children nnd youth. In tho 112th ond 113th Congresses the Fi.nonce 
Committee continued its commitment to children and young people 
through n series of roundtnbles, hearings, o.nd legislative octions 
initinted by committee mombcrs. These octivitics of tho &mntc Fi­
nance Committee and its members culminated in the "Supporting 
At-Risk Kids Act of 2013" thnt seeks to address improved perma­
nency for children in foster care, identify and provide services to 
youth at risk for domestic sex traffic nnd to prevent the trafficking 
of vulnarablc children and youth, as well ns to encourage parental 
involvement both fiscally and socially in the lives of children for 
whom child support is owed. 

TITLE I- STRENGTHENING AND FINDlNG FAMILIES FOR 
CHILDREN ADOPTION INCENTIVE GRANT PROGRAM 

Th~ Adoption Incentive Pnymcmt program distributes federal bo­
nuses to states when they increase adoptions of children in foster 
care. Under current law, states earn $4,000 for ench adoption of a 
foster child thnt is above the number of foster child adoptions final• 
facd by the state in FY 2007 nnd $8,000 for each adoption of an 
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Funding 

Present law 
Providos certnin mnndo.tory funds for the Census Bureau to cnrry 

out the Survoy of Income and Program Pnrticipants (SIPP). 

Committ11c bill 
Would transfer $400,000 of unobligated mnndntory funds for tho 

SIPP to ostnblish the commission and allow it to curry out its du· 
ties. The $400,000 would not be subject to reduction under n se· 
questration order issued under tho Bnlonced Budget and Erner· 
gcncy Deficit Control Act of 1985. Any amounts mndc avnilnblc for 
the commission that ore unobligatod on the date on which the com• 
mittco terminates would be returned to the Treasury. 

TITLE III-CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT 
Titlo III of tho Committee Bill will be cited us the Child Support 

Improvement and Work Promotion Act, 

SUllTlTLE A-INCR!l:t\SED nELIAlllLITY OF CIIILD SUPl'ORT 

SEC. :m. COMPLIANCE WlTH MULTILATERAL CHILD SUPPORT 
CONVENTIONS 

Sccreta,.y's authority lo e,umre compliance with multilateral child 
support convention 

Present law 
The United States hns genernlly dealt with international child 

support enforcement cases by negotiating bilntcrnl ngrccments with 
individual countries. Tho U.S currently has bilntcrnl agreements 
with 15 countries and 12 Canadian provinccs/torritories. Unlike 
multilateral o.grcements, the procedures and forms of bilateral 
agreements vary from country to country. Although courts and 
child support enforcement agencies in tho United States alrcndy 
recognize nnd enforco most foreign child support orders, many for­
eign countries have not been processing child support requests 
from the United States. 

On November 23, 2007, after four years of deliberation, the 
Hague Convention on the International Recovery of Child Support 
nnd Other Forms of Fnmily Maintenance (referred to herein as the 
Convention) wus ndoptcd at the conclusion of the Twenty-First Dip· 
lomntic Session of The Hogue Conference on Pdvnte International 
Law at The Hague, The Netherlands. The United States delegation 
wos the first country to sign the Convention. Other signatories cur­
rently include Albania, Bosnin nnd Herzegovina, tho European 
Union, Norway, and Ukraine. The Convention offers the United 
States the oppo1tunity to join a multilateral treaty, saving the time 
nnd expense that would otherwise be required to nogotiat.o bilateral 
agreements with individual countries around the world. The Con­
vcmtion is expected to result in more U.S. children receiving the fi­
nnncial support they need from their noncustodial purents, regard­
less of where the parents live. 

The Convention docs not n!Tcct intrastate or interstate child sup­
port cas.cs in the United States. It only applies to cnscs where the 
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custodial porent nnd child live in one country nnd tho noncustodial 
poront lives in llnothcr country. 

On Soptomber 29, 2010, the U.S. Senato approved tho Resolution 
of Advice and Consent regnrding the Convention. In order for tho 
Convention to cntor into force for the United States, Congress must 
adopt, and there must be enacted, implementing legislation for the 
Convention. 

Committee bill 
The Committee Bill would require the Secretory of HHS to use 

federal nnd, if necessary, state child support enforcement methods 
to ensure complinnce with any U.S. troaty obligations associated 
with any multilateral child support convention to which the United 
States is n party. 

Acc'l!ss to tlw Federal Parent Localor Service 
Present law 

Under current fed.oral law, tho Fcdernl Parent Locator Service 
(FPLS) is only allowed to trnnsmit information in its databoses to 
"authorized porsons," which include (1) child support enforcement 
ogencies (o.nci their attorneys and agents); (2) courts; (3) the resi­
dent parent, legal guardian, attorney, or agent of n child owed child 
support; and (4) foster caro and adoption agencies. 

The FPLS is an assembly of computer systems operated by tho 
Office of Child Support Enforcement (OCSE), to ossist states in lo­
cating noncustodial parents, putative fathers, and custodial parties 
for the establishment of paternity nnd child support obligations, os 
well as the enforcement and modification of orders for child sup· 
port, custody, and visitntion. The FPLS assists fodornl and state 
agencies to identify overpayments and fraud, and assists with ns­
scssing benefits. Developed in cooperation with the stntes, employ­
ers, federal ngencics, and tho judiciary, the FPLS wns expanded by 
P.L. 104 193 (tho Personal Responsibility Work Opportunity Rec• 
onciliation Act of 1996) to include the following: 

• The Nntionnl Directory of New Hires (NDNH): a central reposi­
tory of employment, unemployment insurance, and wngc data from 
Stnto Directories of New Hires, Stuto Workforce Agencies, nnd fed· 
oral agonc.ios. 

• The Fcdcrnl Case Registry (FCR): n national database that 
contnins information on individuals in child support cnscs n.nd child 
support orders. 

• The Federal Offset Program (FOP): n program that collacts 
past-due child support payments from the tnx rof unds of po rem ts 
who have been ordered to pay child support. 

• The Federal Administrotivc Offset Program (FAOP): n program 
that intercepts certain federal payments in order to collect pnst,due 
child. support. 

• The Passport Denial Progrnm (PDP): o program that works 
with the Secretary of Stnto in aenying passports of any person that 
has been certified ns owing a child support debt greater than 
$2,500. 

• The Multistate Financial Institution Data Mutch (MSFIDM}; a 
program thnt allows child support ngcncics a means of locating fi. 
mmcial assets of individuals owing child support. 
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In nddition, the FPLS also has access to external sources for lo­
cating informntion such ns the Intornal Revenue Sorvicc <IRS), the 
Socinl Security Administration (SSA), the Department of Voternns 
Affairs (VA), the Department of Defense (DOD), Nn:tionnl Security 
Agency (NSA), and the Fcdornl Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 

Committee bill 
The Committee Bill would expand the definition of an "author• 

izcd person" to include nn entity designated ns n Central Authority 
for child support onforcement in n "foreign reciprocating country" 
or in o "foreign treaty country" in coses involving international en­
forcement of child support. 

State option lo require individuals in foreig>t cmmtries to apply 
through their country's appropriate ccnlrol atttlaoril.y 

Present law 
A CSE state plan must provide that any request for CSE services 

by a foreign reciprocnting country or n foreign country with which 
the state has an arrnngement must be treated ns a request by a 
state. 

Committee bill 
The Committee BUI would give states the option to require indi­

vidunls in foreign countries to npply for CSE services through their 
country's appropriate central authority for child support enforce· 
mcnt. If the individual resides in a foreign country that is not n 
"reciprocating" or "treaty" country, the stoto may choose to accept 
or reject tho npplicntion for CSE services. 

The Committee Bill would indudo requests for CSE services by 
a "foreign treaty country" that hns n reciprocal arrangement with 
a state as though it is a request by a stnte. It would include n "for­
eign treaty country'' und n "foreign individual" as entities that do 
not hove to provide applications, and against whom no costs will 
be asscssad, for CSE sarviccs. 

Note 
Tho Committee Report correc~ nn error in the Chnirman•s Mark. 

Tho Paragraph describing that tho Mark "Would give stntcs the op­
tion to require individuals in foreign countries to npply for CSE 
services through their country's appropriate centrnl authority for 
child support enforcement. If the individual resides in n foreign 
country thnt is not n "reciprocating" or "tronty'' country, the stnte 
may choose to accept or reject the application for CSE sorvioos." 
was omitted from the Chnirman's Mark and tho paragraph direct ly 
following WllS repeated twice. The corresponding legislative text is 
correct. 

Amendments lo falcrnatio11al support enforcement provision.'> 

Present law 
P.L. 104 193 {the Personal Responsibility Work Opportunity Rec· 

onciliation Act of 1996) established procedures for international en• 
forccment of child support. Tho Secretary of Smtc, with t ho concur­
rence of the Secretory of HHS, is authorized to declare reciprocity 
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with foreign countrios having requisite procedures for establishing 
nnd enforcing child support orders. 

Committee bill 
Tho Committee Bill would ostoblish n definition for three terms: 

{I) "foreign reciprocating country," (2) "foreign treaty country," nnd 
(3) "2007 Family Malntenonce Convention." 

• It would define n "foroi~n reciprocating country" ns n foreign 
country (or political subdivision thcrooO with respect to which the 
HHS Secretory hos declared ns having or implementing procedures 
to establish nnd enforce duties of support for ros!donts of the 
United Stutes at no cost or ot low cost. 

• It would define n "foreign treaty country" os n foreign country 
for which the 2007 Fomily Mnintonnnce Convention is in force. 

• It would define the term "2007 Family Mointcnnncc Conven­
tion" to meo.n the Hogue Convention of November 23. 2007 on the 
Intcrnntional Recovery of Child Support nnd Other Forms of Fnm• 
ily Maintenance. 

The Committee Bill would make it the responsibility of the HHS 
Secretary to focilitote support enforcement in cases involving rcsi• 
dents of the United States ond residents of "foreign reciprocating 
countries" or "foreign treaty countries." 

'fhe Committee Bill would include "foreign treaty countries" os 
entities which cnn receive notificntion as to the stnto of residence 
of the person boin~ sought for child support enforcement purposes. 
It would inelude "foreign reciprocating countries" and "foreign trea­
ty countries" as entities that states mny enter into reciprocal nr• 
rangcments with for the establishment and enforcement of child 
support obligations. 

Collection of pai?t-due support from federal lax re{u11d1? 

Present law 
The Federal Income Tax Refund Offsot progrnm collects past-due 

child support payments from the income tox refunds of noncusto­
dial pnrents who have been ordered to pay child support. Tho pro­
grnm is n cooperative effort between the federal Office of Child 
Support Enforcement (OCSE>, the Internal Revenue Service ORS), 
and sta.to CSE agencies. Under the Federal Income Tnx Refund 
Offset program, the IRS, OJ>.ernting on request from o stato filed 
through the Secretory of HHS, intercepts tnx returns nnd deducts 
tho amount of certifiod child support arrcarogcs. The money is then 
sent to the state CSE agency for distribution. 

Commillc-e bill 
The Committee Bill would amend federal law so that the federal 

income tax refund offset program is nvnilnblc for use by n state to 
handle CSE requests from foreign rcciprocnting countries and for. 
eign treaty countries. 

State law reqtifrem,mt c:onceming the Uniform Interstate Family 
Support Act (UIFSA) 

Present law 
In the post, collecting child support across state lines was dif­

ficult. Lnws varied from state to state, often causing complications 
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that delayed the establishment nnd/or enforcement of child support 
orders. Congress recognized this problem nnd mandated (pursunnt 
to P.L. 104-193) tho.t nil stntes odopt UIFSA to focilitntc collocting 
child support ncross stnto lines. (Section 466(0) P.L. 104-193 ro• 
quired that the 1996 version of UIFSA be odoptod. It has been 
adopted in every stnto, tho District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, nnd 
the U.S. Virgin Islnnds. 

Tho National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State 
Laws (NCCUSL> approved odditionoJ amendments to UIFSA in 
August 2001. However, thora is no fodernl mondoto for states to 
enact tho 2001 amendments. To date, only 21 states and the Dis­
trict of Columbia have ndoptod the 2001 amondments to UIFSA. In 
July 2008, the NCCUSL npprovod nmendmonts to the 2001 UIFSA 
(referred to as UIFSA 2008), to into~ntc the oppropriato provisions 
of the Convention. Similarly, thero ts no federal mandate for states 
to enact UIFSA 2008. To dote, only 11 states have odQptcd the 
2008 nmendments to UIFSA. Stntes that have ndopted UIFSA 2008 
now stnnd rondy to immediately implement tho Convention if it is 
ratified. 

Committee bill 
The Committee Bill would require that for a state to rocoive fcd­

ero.l CSE funding, ench state's UIFSA must include verbatim nny 
amendments officially adopted as of September 30, 2008, by the 
National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform Stoto Lows 
(NCCUSL). Stutes would be required to adopt the 2008 amend­
ments verbatim to ensure uniformity of procedures, requirements, 
and reporting forms. 

Full faith attd credit for child support ordcr11 

Present Law 
Fedora.I law requires states to trout past-duo child support obli· 

gations as final judgments that arc entitled to full faith nnd credit 
in evory state. This means thnt a person who hns n child support 
order in one stnte docs not have to obtnin a second order in nnothcr 
stnte to obtain child support due should the noncustodial parent 
move from the issuing court's jurisdiction. Congress passed P.L. 
103- 383, the F'uU Faith nnd Credit for Child Support Orders Act 
{FFCCSOA), in 1994 becnuse of concerns about the growing num­
ber of child support cases involving disputes botweon parents who 
lived in different states nnd the ease with which noncustodial pnr­
cnts could reduce the amount of the obligation or evade enforeo­
mont by moving across state lines. P.L. 103- 383 required courts of 
nil United States territories, states, nnd tribes to accord full faith 
and credit to a child support order issued by another stnto or tribe 
that properly exercised jurisdiction over the parties and the subject 
matter. P.L. 103-383 nddrossed tho nocd to determine, in cnscs 
with more than one child support order issued for tho sumo obligor 
nod child. which order to recognize for purposes of continuing, eic­
clusivc jurisdiction ond enforcement. P.L. 103-383 restricted a 
state t'Ourt's ability to modify a child support orclor issued by an­
other state unless the child and tho custodinl pnrunt hove moved 
to the state where the modific::ition is sought or have ngrcc.d to the 
modificat.ion. The 1996 welfare reform low (P.L. 104- 193) clarified 
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~ .. ~~~~ .. ~ PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL LAW 

CONFtltENCE OE lA HAYE 
OE OROIT INT£ I NATIONAL PRIV( 

38. CONVENTION ON THE INTERNATIONAL RECOVERY 
OF CHILO SUPPORT AND OTHER FORMS OF FAMILY 

MAINTENANCE1 

(Concluded 23 November 2007) 

The States signatory to the present Convenllon, 
Oes!ring to improve co.operation among States for the international recovery of child support and 
other forms of family maintenance, 
Aware of the need for procedures which produce results and are accessible, prompt, efficient, cost­
effecllve, responsive and fair, 
Wishing lo bUild upon the best features of existing Hague Conventions and other international 
Instruments, in particular the United Nalions Convention on the Recovery Abroad of Maintenance of 
20 June 1956. 
Seeking to take advantage of advances In technologies and to create a flexible system which can 
continue to evolve as needs change and further advances in technology create new opportunities, 
Recall!ng that, In accordance with Articles 3 and 27 of the United Nations Convenlion on the Rights of 
the Child of 20 November 1989, 

in all actions concerning children the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration, 
every child has a right lo a standard of living adequate for the child's physical, mental, spiritual, 
moral and social development, 
the parent(s) or others responsible for the child have the primary responsibility lo secure, within 
their abilities and financial capacities, the conditions of living necessary for the child's 
development. and 
Slates Parties should take all appropriate measures, Including the conclusion of international 
agreements, to secure the recovery of maintenance for the child from the parent(s) or other 
responsible persons, In particular where such persons live in a Slate different Crom that of the ~- . Have resolved to conclude this Convention and have agreed upon the following provisions -

CHAPTER I - OBJECT, SCOPE ANO DEFINITIONS 

Article 1 
Object 

The object of the present Convention is to ensure the effective international recovery of child support 
and olher forms or family maintenance, In particular by-
a) establishing a comprehensive system of co-operation between lhe authorities of the 

Contracting Slates; 
b) makfng available applications for the establishment of maintenance decisions; 
c) providing for the recognillon and enforcement of maintenance decisions: and 
d) requiiing effective measures for the prompt enforcement of maintenance decisions. 

1 This Convention, including related materials, Is accessible on the website of the J-lague Conference on Private 
International Law {www.hcch nel), under ·conventions·. For the full history of the Convention, see Hague 
Conference on Private International Law, Proceedings of the Twenty•First Session (lo be publiShedJ. 



(1) This Convention shall apply-

Article 2 
Scope 

a) lo maintenance obllgallons arising from a parent-child relationship towards a person 
under the age of 21 years; 

b) to recognltlon and enforcement or enforcement of a decision for spousal support when 
the application Is made with a claim within the scope of sub-paragraph a); and 

c) with lhe exception of Chapters II and Ill, to spousal support 
(2) Any Contracting Stale may reserve, in accordance with Article 62, the right to llmlt the 

application of the Convention under sub-paragraph 1 a), to persons who have not attained the 
age of 18 years. A Contracting State which makes this reservation shall not be enlllled to claim 
the application of the Convention lo persons of the age excluded by its reservation. 

(3) Any Contracting State may declare ln accordance wilh Article 63 that It will extend the 
application of the whole or any part of the Convention to any maintenance obligation arising 
from a family relationship, parentage, marriage or affinity, Including In particular obligations tn 
respect of vulnerable persons. Any such declaration shall give rise to obligations between two 
ContracUng States only In so far as !heir declarations cover the same maintenance obligations 
and parts of the Convention. 

(4) The provisions of this Convention shall apply to children regardless of the marital status of the 
parents. 

Article 3 
Definitions 

For the purposes of this Convention -
a) •creditor" means an Individual lo whom maintenance Is owed or Is alleged to be owed; 
b) ·debtor" means an Individual who owes or who Is alleged to owe maintenance: 
c) ·regal assistance· means the assistance necessary to enable appllcants to know and assert 

their rights and to ensure that applications are fully and effeclively dealt with In the requested 
State. The means of providing such assistance may include as necessary legal advice, 
assistance In bringing a case before an authority, legal representation and exemption from 
costs of proceedings; 

d} ''agreement In wrlling~ means an agreement recorded in any medium, the Information contained 
In which Is accessible so as to be usable for subsequent reference: 

e) ~maintenance arrangement· means an agreement [n writing relating to the payment of 
maintenance which -
i) has been formally drawn up or registered as an authentic instrument by a competent 

authority; or 
Ii) has been authenticated by, or concluded, registered or ftled with a competent authority, 

and may be the subject or review and modification by a competent authority; 
f) "vulnerable person~ means a person who, by reason or an impairment or insufficiency of his or 

her personal racultles, Is not able to support him or herself. 

CHAPTER II-ADMINISTRATIVE CO-OPERATION 

Article4 
Designation of Central Authorities 

(1} A Contracting State shall designate a Central Aulhorily lo discharge the duties that are imposed 
by the Convention on such an authorlly. 

(2} Federal States, States with more than one system of law or States having autonomous 
territorial units shall be free to appoint more than one Central Authority and shall specify the 
territorlal or personal extent of lheir functions. Where a State has appointed more than one 
Central Authority, it shall designate the Central Authority to which any communication may be 
addressed for transmission to the appropriate Cenlral Aulhority wltllln that State. 

{3) The designation of the Central Authority or Central Au!horilies, their contact details, and where 
appropriale the extent of their functions as specified In paragraph 2, shall be communicated by 
a Contracting Stale lo the Permanent Bureau of the Hague Conference on Private International 
Law al the lime when the instrument of ratification or accession is deposited or when a 



declaration is submitted In accordance with Arlicle 61. Contracting States shall promptly inform 
lhe Permanent Bureau of any changes. 

Article 5 
General functions of Central Authorities 

Central Authorities shall -
a) co-operate with each olher and promote co-operation amongst the competent authorities in 

!heir States to achieve lhe purposes or the Convention: 
bJ seek as rar as possible solutions to difficulties which arise In the application of the Convention. 

Article 6 
Specific functions of Central Authorities 

(1) Central Authorities shall provide assistance in relation to appllcalions under Chapter Ill. In 
particular they shall -
a) transmit and receive such applications: 
bl initiate or facilitate the institution of proceedings In respect of such applications. 

(2) In relation to such applications they shall take all appropriate measures -
a) where the circumstances require, to provide or facllilale the provision of legal assistance; 
b) to help locate the debtor or the creditor; 
c> to help obtain relevant Information concerning the income and, If necessary. other 

financial circumstances of the debtor or creditor, Including the location of assets; 
d) to encourage amicable solutions with a view to obtaining voluntary payment of 

maintenance, where suitable by use of mediation, conciliation or similar processes: 
e) to facilitate the ongoing enforcement of maintenance decisions, including any arrears: 
f) to facilitate the colleclion and expeditious transfer of maintenance payments: 
g) to facllltate the obtaining of documentary or other evidence; 
h) to provide assistance in establishing parentage where necessary for the recovery of 

maintenance; 
i) to initiate or facilitate the Institution of proceedings to obtain any necessary provisional 

measures that are territorial In nature and lhe purpose of which is to secure the outcome 
of a pending maintenance application: 

j) to facilitate service of documents. 
(3) The functions of lhe Central Authority under this Artlcle may, lo the extent permirted under the 

law of its Stale, be performed by public bodies, or other bodies subject to the supervision of 1he 
competent authorities of that Stale. The designation of any such public bodies or other bodies, 
as well as their contact details and the extent of their functions, shall be communicated by a 
Contracting State to the Permanent Bureau of the Hague Conference on Private International 
Law. Contracting Stales shall promptly Inform the Permanent Bureau of any changes. 

(4) Nothing In !his Articre or Afticle 7 shall be Interpreted as Imposing an obligation on a Central 
Authority to exercise powers that can be exercised only by judicial authorities under the law of 
the requested State. 

Article 7 
Requests for specific measures 

{1) A Central Authority may make a request. supported by reasons. to another Central Authority to 
take appropriate specific measures under Article 6(2) b}. c), g), h), i) andJJ when no application 
under Article 10 is pending. The requested Central Authority shall take such measures as are 
appropriate If satisfied lhat they are necessary to assist a potential applicant in making an 
application under Artlcfe, 10 or In determining whether such an application shourd be Initialed. 

(2) A Central Aulhorily may also take specific measures on the request of another Central Aulhorlly 
in relalion to a case having an inlemational element concerning the recovery of maintenance 
pending In lhe requesllng Slate. 



Article S 
Central Authority costs 

(1) Each Central Authority shall bear Its own costs in applying this Convention. 
(2) Central Authorities may not Impose any charge on an applicant for the provision of their 

services under the Convention save for exceptional costs arising from a request for a speclftc 
measure under Article 7. 

(3) The requested Central Authority may not recover the costs of the services referred to In 
paragraph 2 without the prior consent of the applicant to the provision of lhose services at such 
cost. 

CHAPTER Ill -APPLICATIONS THROUGH CENTRAL AUTHORITIES 

Article 9 
Applicalion through Central Authorities 

An applleatlon under this Chapter 'Shall be made through the Central Authority of lhe Contracting 
State in which the applicant resides lo the Central Authority of the requested Slate, For the purpose of 
this provision, residence excludes mere presence. 

Article 10 
Available appfications 

(1) The following categories of appricatlon shall be available to a creditor in a requesting State 
seeking lo recover maintenance under this Convention -
a) recognition or recognition and enforcement of a decision; 
b) enforcement of a decision made or recognised In the requested State: 
cJ establishment of a decision In the requested State where there Is no existing decision. 

including where necessary lhe establishment of parentage; 
d) establishment of a decision In the requested Stale where recognition and enforcement of 

a decision Is not possible, or Is refused, because of the lack of a basis for recognition 
and enforcement under Article 20, or on lhe grounds specified in Article 22 b) ore); 

e) modification of a decision made in the requested Slate: 
f) modification of a decision made In a State otner than the requested State. 

(2) The following categories of application shall be available to a debtor lo a requesting State 
against whom there is 6n existing maintenance decision -
e) recognition of a decision, or an equivalent procedure leading to the suspension, or 

limiting the enforcement, of a previous decision in the requested Slate; 
b) modificalion of a decision made In the requested State: 
c) modification or a decision made in a State other than the requested Slate. 

(3) Save as otherwise provided In this Convention, the applications in paragraphs 1 and 2 shall be 
determined under the law of the requested State, and applications in paragraphs 1 c) to f) and 
2 b} and c) shall be subject to the jurisdictional 1ules applicable In the requested State. 

Article 11 
Application contents 

(1) All applicatlons under Article 10 shall as a minimum include -
a) a statement or the nature of lhe application or applications~ 
b) lhe name and contact details, Including the address and date of birth of the appllcant; 
c) the name and, if known, address and dale or birth of lhe respondent; 
d) the name and date of birth of any person rw whom maintenance is sought; 
eJ the grounds upon which the application is based; 
f) in an applfcatlon by a creditor, information concemtng where the maintenance payment 

should be sent or eleclronically transmitted; 
g) save in an application under Ar11cle 10{1) a) and (2) a}, any information or document 

specified by declaration in accordance with Article 63 by the requested State; 
h) the name and contact details or the person or unit from the Central Aulhortly of the 

requesting State responsible for processing the application. 

-- --~------·----



(2) As appropriate, and to the extent known, the application shall In addition in particular Include -
a) the financlat circumstances of the creditor; 
b) the financial circumstances of lhe debtor, Including the name and address of the 

employer of the debtor and the nature and location of the assets of the debtor; 
c) any other information that may assist wlth the locallon of lhe respondent. 

(3) The applicallon shall be accompanied by any necessary supporting information or 
documentation including documentation concerning the enllllement of the applicant to free legal 
assistance. In the case of applications under Article 10(1) a) and (2) a), the application shall be 
accompanied only by the documents listed in Article 26, 

(4) An application under Article 10 may be made in the form recommended and published by the 
Hague Conference on Private International Law. 

Article 12 
Transmission, receipt and processing of applications and 

cases through Central Authorities 

. (1) The Central Authority of lhe requesting State shall assist the applicant In ensuring that the 
application is accompanied by all lhe Information and documents known by It to be necessary 
for consideration of the application. 

(2) The Central Authority of the requesting State shall, when satisfied that the application complies 
with lhe requirements of the Convention, transmit the application on behalf of and with the 
consent of the applicant to the Central Authority of the requested Stale. The application shall be 
accompanied by the transmittal form set out In Annex 1. The Central Authority of the requesting 
State shall, when requested by the Central Authority of the requested Slate, provide a complete 
copy certified by the competent authority in the State of origin of any document specified under 
Articles 16(3), 25(1) a), b) and d) and (3) b) and 30(3). 

(3) The requested Central Authorily shall, within six weeks from the date of receipt of the 
application, acknowledge receipt in the form sel out in Annex 2, and inform the Central 
Authority of lhe cequesting State what inltlal steps have been or wlll be taken to deal with the 
application, and may .request any further necessary documents and informallon. Within the 
same six-week period, lhe requested Central Authority shall provide to the requesting Central 
Authority the name and contact details of the person or unll responsible for responding to 
Inquiries regarding the progress of the application. 

(4) Within three months after Che acknowledgement, the requested Central Authority shall inform 
the requesting Centfat Authority of the status of the application. 

(5) Requesting and requested Central Authorities shall keep each other informed of -
a) the person or unit responsible for a particular case; 
b) the progress of the case, 
and shall provide timely responses to enquiries. 

(6) Central Aulhorlties shall process a case as quickly as a proper consideration of lhe iSsues wlll 
allow. 

(7) Central Authorities .shall employ the most rapid and efficient means of communication at their 
disposal. 

(8) A requested Central Authority may refuse to process an application only if ll ls manifest that the 
requirements of the Convention are not fulfilled. In such case, that Central Authority shall 
promptly Inform the requesting Central Authority of Its reasons for refusal. 

{9) The requested Central Authority may not reject an appllcallon solely on the basis that addillonal 
documents or information are needed. However, the requested Central Authority may ask the 
requesting Central Authority to provide these additional documents or Information. H lhe 
requesting Central Aulhority does not do so within three months or a tonger period specified by 
the requested Central Authority, the requested Central Authority may decide that il will no 
longer process the application. lo this case, It shall inform the requesling Central Autltonty or 
this decision. 

Article 13 
Means or communication 

Any application made through Central Authorities of lhe Conlracting States in accordance wifh lhis 
Chapter, and any document or informalion appended thereto or provided by a Central Authority, may 
not be challenged by the respondent by reason only of the medium or means of communtcalion 
employed between the Central Authorities concerned. 

--~-~--~ ---



(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

{5) 

Article 14 
Effective access to procedures 

The requested Stale shall provide apptlcants with effective access lo procedures, including 
enforcement and appeal procedures, arising from applications under this Chapler. 
To provide such effective access, the requested State shall provide free legal assistance in 
accordance with Artlcles 14 to 17 unless paragraph 3 applies. 
The requested State shall not be obliged to provide such free legal assistance if and to the 
extent that the procedures of that State enable the applicant to make the case wilhout the need 
for such assistance, and the Central Authority provides such seNices as are necessary free of 
charge. 
Entitlements lo free legal assistance shall not be less than those available In equivalent 
domestic cases. 
No security, bond or deposit, however described, shall be required to guarantee the payment of 
costs and expenses In ptooeedings under the Convention. 

Article 15 
Free legal assistance for chlld support appllcations 

(1) The requested Stale shall provide free legal assistance in respect of all applications by a 
credilor under this Chapter concerning maintenance obligations arising from a parent-child 
relationship towards a person under the age of 21 years. 

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph 1, the requested State may, in relation to applications olher than 
those under Article 10{1) a} and b) and the cases covered by Article 20(4}, refuse free legal 
assistance if it considers that, on the merits, lhe appllcalion or any appeal is manifestly 
unfounded. 

Article 16 
Declaralion to permit use of child-cenlred means test 

(1) Notwithstanding Article 15(1), a State may declare, In accordance with Article 63, ttrat it will 
provide free legal assistance In respect of applications other than under Articte 10{1) a) and bJ 
and the cases covered by Artfcle 20(4), subject to a test based on an assessment of the means 
of the child. 

(2) A State shall, at the time of making such a declaration, provide information lo the Permanenl 
Bureau of lhe Hague Conference on Private International Law concerning the manner in which 
the assessment of the child's means will be carried out. Including the financial <:riteria which 
would need to be met to satisfy the test. 

(3) An applicalion referred to in paragraph 1, addressed to a State which has made the declaralion 
referred lo in lhal paragraph, shall include a formal attestation by the applicant stating that the 
child's means meet the crileria referred to In paragraph 2. The requested State may only 
request further evidence of the child's means if It has reasonable grounds to believe that the 
information provided by the applicant Is inaccurate. 

(4) If the most favourable legal assistance provided for by the law of the requested State fn respect 
of applications under this Chapter concerning maintenance obligations arising from a parent• 
child relationship towards a child is more ravourable than that provided for under paragraphs 1 
lo 3, lhe mosl favourable legal assistance shall be provided. 

Article 17 
Apprications not qualifying under Article 15 or Article 16 

In the case of air applications under lhls Convention other than those under Article 15 or AJticte 16 -
aJ lhe provision of free tegal assistance may be made subjecl lo a means or a merits test: 
b) an applicant, wllo In the Slate of origin has benefiled from free regal assistance, shan be 

enlitled, in any prcceedlngs for recognition or enforcement, to benefit, at feast to the same 
extent, from free legal assistance as provided for by lhe law of the State addressed under the 
same circumstances. 

-~----~- ----~-



CHAPTER IV- RESTRICTIONS ON BRINGING PROCEEDINGS 

Article 18 
Limit on proceedings 

(1) Where a decision Is made 1n a Contracting State where the creditor is habilually resident, 
proceedings to modify the decision or to make a new decision cannot be brought by lhe debtor 
In any other Contracling State as long as the creditor remains habitually resident In the State 
where 1he decision was made. 

{2) Paragraph 1 shall not apply -
a) where, except in disputes relating to maintenance obligations in respect of chlldren, there 

Is agreement In writing between the parties to the Jurisdiction of that other Contracting 
State; 

b) where the creditor submits to the Jurisdiction of that other Contracting State either 
expressly or by derendlng on the merits of the case without objecting to the jurisdiction at 
the nrst available opportunity; 

c) where lhe competent authority in the State of origin cannot, or refuses to, exercise 
jurisdiction lo modify the decision or make a new decision: or 

d) Where the decision made In the State of origin cannot be recognised or declared 
enforceable in the Contracting State where proceedings to modify the decision or make a 
new decision are contemplated. 

CHAPl ER V- RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT 

Article 19 
Scope of the Chapter 

(1) This Chapter shall apply to a decision rendered by a judicial or administrative authority in 
respect of a maintenance obligation. The term vdecision• also includes a settlement or 
agreement concluded before or approved by such an authority. A decision may include 
automatic adjustment by indexation and a requirement to pay arrears, retroactive maintenance 
or Interest and a determination of costs or expenses. 

(2) If a decision does not relate- solely to a maintenance obligalion, the effect of this Chapter Is 
limited lo the parts of the decision which concern maintenance obligations. 

(3) For the purpose or paragraph 1, "administrative authority" means a public body whose 
decisions, under lhe faw or the State where It is established -
a) may be made the subject or an appeal lo or review by a judicial authority; and 
b) have a similar force and effecl to a decision of a judicial authority on the same matter. 

(4) This Chapter also applies to maintenance arrangements In accordance with Article 30. 
(5) The provisions of this Chapler shall apply lo a request for recognition and enforcement made 

directly to a competent authority of ,he Slate addressed In accordance with Article 37. 

Article20 
Bases for recognition and enforcement 

(1) A decision made in one Contracting Slate ("the State of origin") shall be recognised and 
enforced in other Contracting Slates if -
a) the respondent was habitually resident In the Slate of origin at the time proceedings were 

instituted: 
b) the respondent has submitted to the jurisdiction either expressly or by defending on lhe 

merits of the case wilhout objecting to Iha jurisdiction at the first available opportunity; 
cJ tile creditor was habitually resident in the State of origin at the time proceedings were 

Instituted; 
d} the child for whom maintenance was ordered was habitually residenl in !he State or 

origin al lhe Ume proceedings were instituted, provided that the respondenl has lived with 
the child In that State or has resided in that State and provided support for the child 
there: 



(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

e) except In disputes relating to maintenance obligalions In respect of children, there has 
been agreement to the Jurisdiction in writing by the parties; or 

Q the decision was made by an authority exercising Jurisdiction on a matter of personal 
status or parental responsibility, unless that Jurisdiction was based solely on the 
nationality of one or the parties. 

A Contracting State may make a reservation, In accordance with Article 62, In respect of 
paragraph 1 C), e) Of I}. 
A Contracting State making a reservation under paragraph 2 shall recognise and enforce a 
decision If its law would In similar factual circumstances confer or would have conferred 
Jurisdiction on its authorilles to make such a decision. 
A Contracting State shall, if recognition of a decision Is not possible as a result or a reservation 
under paragraph 2. and if the debtor Is habitually resident in that State. take all appropriate 
measures to establish a decision for the benefit of the creditor. The preceding sentence shall 
not apply to direct requests ror recognition and enforcement under Article 19(5) or to claims for 
support referred lo in Article 2(1) b). 
A decision in favour of a child under the age of 18 years which cannot be recognised by virtue 
only of a reservation In respect of paragraph 1 c), e) or I} shall be accepted as establishing the 
eligibility of that child for maintenance In the Slate addressed. 
A decision shall be recognised only if it has effect in the Stale of origin, and shall be enforced 
only If il Is enforceable In the State of origin. 

Article 21 
Severability and partial recognition and enforcement 

(1) If the State addressed Is unable to recognise or enforce the whote of the decision, it shall 
recognise or enforce any severable part of the decision which can be so recognised or 
enforced. 

(2) Partial recognition or enforcement of a decision can always be applied for. 

Article 22 
Grounds for rerusing recognition and enforcement 

Recognition and enforcement of a decision may be refused if -
a) recognition and enforcemenl of the decision is manifestly Incompatible with the public po6cy 

("ordre public; of the State addressed: 
b) the decision was obtained by rraud in connection with a matter of procedure; 
o) proceedings between the same parties and having the same purpose are pending before· an 

authority of the Slate addressed and those proceedings were the first to be instituted; 
d) the decision is incompatible with a decision rendered between the same parties and having the 

same p1;.1rpose, either in the State addressed or in another State. provided that this latter 
decision fulfils the conditions necessary for lls recognition and enforcement in the State 
addressed; 

e) in a case where the respondent has neither appeared nor was represented in proceedings in 
the Stale of origin -
I) when the law of the Slate of origin provides for no lice of proceedings, the respondent did 

not have proper nolice of the proceedings and an opportunity Co be heard; or 
ii) when the law of the Slate of origin does not provide for notice of the proceedings, lhe 

respondent did not have proper notice of the decision and an opportunity lo challenge or 
appeal ii on facl and law: or 

f) the decision was made rn violation of Article 18. 

Article 23 
Procedure on an applicalfon for recognition and enforcement 

(1) Subject to the provisions of the Convention, the procedures ror recognition and enforcement 
shall be governed by the !aw of the Slate addressed. 

(2) Where an application for recognition and enforcement of a decision has been made through 
Cenlral Authorities in accordance with Chapter Ill, the requested Central Auth<>rlty shall 
promptly either -



a) refer the application lo the competent authority which shall without delay declare the 
decision enforceable or register the decision for enforcement; or 

b) If It Is the competent authority lake such steps itself. 
{3) Where the request is made directly to a competent authority In the State addressed in 

accordance with Article 19(5), that authorily shall without delay declare the decision 
enforceable or register the decision for enforcement. 

(4) A declaration or registration may be refused only on lhe ground set out In Article 22 a). At this 
stage neither the applicant nor the respondent Is entitled lo make any submissions. 

{5) The applicanl and the respondent shall be promptly notified of the declaration or registration, 
made under paragraphs 2 and 3, or lhe refusal thereof In accordance wilh paragraph 4, and 
may bring a challenge or appeal on fact and on a point of law. 

{6) A challenge or an appeal is to be lodged within 30 days of notification under paragraph 5. If lhe 
contesting party ls not resident in the Contracting State In which the dectarallon or registration 
was made or refused, the challenge or appeal shall be lodged within 60 days of notification. 

(7) A challenge or appeal may be founded only on the following -
a} the grounds for refusing recognition and enforcement set out in Article 22; 
b} the bases for recognition and enforcement under Article 20; 
c) the authenticity or Integrity of any document transmllted In accordance with Article 25(1) 

a), b) or d) or (3) b). 
(8) A challenge or an appeal by a respondent may also be founded on the fulfilment of the debt to 

the extent that the recognllion and enforcement relates to payments that fell due In the past. 
(9) The applicant and the respondent shall be promptly notified of the decision following the 

challenge or the appeal. 
(10) A further appeal, if permitted by the law of the State addressed, shall not have the effect of 

staying the enforcement of the decision unless there are exceptional circumstances. 
(11) In taking any decision on recognilion and enforcement, including any appeal, the competent 

authority shall act expeditiously. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

{4) 

{5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Article24 
Alternative procedure on an application for 

recognition and enforcement 

Notwithstanding Article 23(2) to (11), a State may declare, In accordance wilh Article 63, that ii 
wlll apply the procedure for recognition and enforcement sel out in lhls Article. 
Where an application for recognition and enforcement of a decision has been made through 
Central Authorilles In accordance with Chapter Ill, the requested Central Authority shall 
promptly either -
a) refer the application to the competent authority which shall decide on lhe application for 

recognition and enforcement; or 
b) if ii is the competent authority, lake such a decision Itself. 
A decision on recognition and enforcement shall be given by the competent authority after the 
respondent has been duly and promptly notmed of the proceedings and both parties have been 
given an adequale opportunity to be heard. 
The competent aulhorlty may review the grounds for refusing recognition and enforcement sel 
out In Article 22 e), c) and d) of Its own motion. It may review any grounds listed in Articles 20, 
22 and 23(7) c) ir raised by the respondent or if concerns relallng to those grounds arise from 
the race of the documents submitted In accordance wilh Article 25. 
A refusal of recognilion and enforcement may also be founded on the fulfilment of the debt to 
the extent that the recognition and enforcement relates. to payments that fell due In the past. 
Any appeal, if permitted by the law of the State addressed, shall not have the effect of staying 
the enforcement of the decision unless there are exceptional circumstances. 
In taking any decision on recognition and enforcement, including any appeal, the competenl 
authority shall act expeditiously. 

Mlcle25 
Documents 

(1) An application for recognition and enforcement under Article 23 or Article 24 shall be 
accompanied by the following -
a) a complete lexl of the decision: 
b) a document slating that the decision is enforceable in the State of origin and, in the case 



of a decision by an administrative authority, a document stating that the requirements of 
Article 19(3) are mer unless thal State has spec!Oed in accordance with Article 57 that 
decisions of Us adminlstralive authorities always meet those requirements: 

c) Ir the respondent did not appear and was not represented in the proceedings In the Stale 
of origin, a document or documents allesting, as appropriate, either that the respondent 
had proper notice of the proceedings and an opportunity to be heard, or that the 
respondent had proper notice of the decision and the opportunlly to challenge or appeal 
It on fact and law; 

d) where necessary, a document showing the amount of any arrears and the date such 
amount was calculated; 

e) where necessary, In the case or a decision providing for automatic adjustment by 
Indexation, a document providing the informallon necessary lo make the appropriate 
calculations: 

f) where necessary, documentation showing the exlent lo which the applicant received free 
legal assistance In the Stale of origin. 

(2) Upon a challenge or appeal under Article 23{7) c) or upon request by the competent aulhorily in 
the Slate addressed. a complete copy of the document concerned, certified by the competent 
authority In the State of origin, shall be provided promptly -
a) by the Central Authority of the requesting State, where the application has been made in 

accordance with Chapter Ill; 
b) by the applicant, where the request has been made directly to a competent authority of 

the Stale addressed. 
(3) A Contracting Slate may specify In accordance with Article 57 -

a) that a complete copy of the decision certified by the competent authority In the Stale of 
origin must accompany the applicallon: 

b) circumstances in which it will accept, in lieu of a complete text of the decision, an 
abstract or extract of the decision drawn up by the competent authority of the Stale of 
origin, which may be made In lhe form recommended and published by the Hague 
Conference on Private International Law: or 

c) that it does not tequire a document slating that the requirements of Arlicle 19(3) are met 

Article 26 
Procedure on an application for recognition 

This Chapter shall apply mutatls mulandis lo an application for recognition or a decision, save that the 
requirement of enrorceabilily Is replaced by the requirement that lhe decision has effect in lhe Stale or 
origin. 

Article27 
Findings of fact 

Any competent authority of the State addressed shall be bound by the findings of ract on which the 
authority of the Stale of origin based ils jurisdiction. 

Article28 
No review of the merits 

There shall be no review by any competent authority of lhe State addressed of the merits of a 
decision. 

Artlcte29 
Physkal presence of the child or the applicant not required 

The physical presence of the child or the appficant shall not be required in any proceedings in lhe 
State addressed under this Chapter. 



Article 30 
Maintenance arrangements 

(1) A maintenance arrangement made In a Contracting State shall be entitled to recognition and 
enforcement as a decision under this Chapter provided that ii ls enforceable as a decision In 
the State of origin. 

(2) For the purpose of Article 10{1) a) and b) and (2) a), the term ~decision" includes a 
maintenance arrangement. 

(3) An application for recognition and enforcement or a maintenance arrangement shall be 
accompanied by the following -
a) a complete text of the maintenance arrangement: and 
b) a document stating that the particular maintenance arrangement is enforceable as a 

decision In the State of origin. 
( 4) Recognition and enfo,cemenl of a maintenance arrangement may be refused If -

a) the recognition and enforcement Is manifestly incompatible with the public poli~y of 1he 
State addressed; 

b) the maintenance arrangement was obtained by fraud or falsification; 
c) the maintenance arrangement is Incompatible with a decision rendered between the 

same parties and having the same purpose, either in the State addressed or In another 
State, provided that this latter decision fulfils the conditions necessary for its recognition 
and enforcement in the State addressed. 

(5) The provisions ot this Chapter, with the exception of Articles 20, 22, 23(7) and 25(1) and (3). 
shall apply mutatis mutandis to the recognition and enforcement of a maintenance arrangement 
save that-
a) a declaration or registration in accordance with Article 23(2) and (3) may be refused only 

on the ground set out In paragraph 4 a): 
b) a challenge or appear as referred to in Article 23(6) may be founded only on the 

following-
;; the grounds for refusing recognition and enforcement set out in paragraph 4: 
ii) the authenllcily or integrity of any document transmiued In accordance with 

paragraph 3; 
c) as regards the procedure under Article 24(4). the competent authority may review of its 

own motion lhe ground for refusing recognition and enforcement set out tn paragraph 
4 a) of this Articte. It may review all grounds listed in paragraph 4 of this Article and the 
authenticity or integrity of any document transmitted in accordance with paragraph 3 if 
raised by lhe respondent or if concerns relating to those grounds arise from lhe face of 
those documents. 

(6) Proceedings for recogniUon and enforcement or a maintenance arrangement shall be 
suspended If a challenge concerning the arrangement Is pending before a competent authority 
of a Conlracling Stale. 

(7) A State may declare, in accordance with Articte 63, that applications for recognition and 
enforcement of a maintenance arrangement shall only be made through Central Authorities_ 

(8) A Cootracting State may. in accordance with Article 62, reserve the right not to recognise and 
enforce a maintenance arrangement. 

Article 31 
Decisions produced by the combined effect 

of provisional and confirmalion orders 

Where a decision is produced by the combined effect of a provisional order made in one State and an 
order by an authority in another Stale ("the confirming State; confirming the provisional order-
s) each of those States shall be deemed for the purposes or this Chapter to be a Slate of origin: 
b) the requirements of Article 22 eJ shall be met if the respondent had proper nolice of the 

proceedings In the confirming State and an opportunity to oppose the confirmation of the 
provisional order; 

· c) the requirement of Article 20(6) that a decision be enforceable In the State of origin shall be met 
if the decision Is enforceable in the confirming State: and 

d) Article 18 shall not prevent proceedings ror the modification of the decision being commenced 
In either Slate. 



CI-IAPTER Vt -ENFORCEMENT BY THE STATE ADDRESSED 

Article 32 
Enforcement under internal law 

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Chapter, enforcement shall take place In accordance with lhe 
law of the State addressed. 

(2) Enrorcement shall be prompt. 
(3) In the case of applications through Central Authorilies, where a decision has been declared 

enforceable or registered for enforcement under Chapter V, enforcement shall proceed without 
the need for further action by the applicant. 

(4) Effect shall be given lo any rules applicable in lhe State of origin of the decision relating to the 
duration of the maintenance obllgalion. 

(5) Any limitation on the period for which arrears may be enforced shall be determined either by 
the law of the State or origin of the decision or by the law of the State addressed, whichever 
provides for the longer limitation period. 

Article 33 
Non•discrlmination 

The State addressed shall provide at least the same range of enforcement methods for cases under 
the Convention as are available in domestic cases. 

Ar1icle34 
Enforcement measures 

(1) Contracting States shall make available in internal law effective measures to enforce decisions 
under this Convention. 

(2) Such measures may Include -
a) wage withholding; 
b} garnishment from bank accounts and other sources; 
c) deductions from social security payments; 
d) lien on or forced sale of property; 
e) tax refund withholding; 
f) withholding or attachment of pension benefits: 
g) credit bureau reporting; 
h} denial, suspension or revocation of varlous licenses (for example-, driving licenses); 
i} the use of mediation, conclliatlon or similar processes to bring about voluntary 

compliance. 

Article 35 
Transfer of funds 

(1) Contracting Slates are encouraged to promote. including by means of international 
agreements, the use of the most cost-effective and efficient methods available to transfer funds 
payable as maintenance. 

{2) A Contracting Slate, under whose law the transfer of funds is restricted, shall accord the 
highest prforily to the lransrer or funds payable under this Convention. 

CHAPTER VU - PUBLIC BODIES 

Article 36 
Public bodies as applicants 

(1) For the pUfPoses of applications for recognlllon and enforcement under Article 10(1) a) and b) 
and cases covered by Article 20(4), "creditor- includes a public body acting in place of an 
indMduar to whom maintenance is owed or one lo which reimbursement is owed for benefits 
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provided ln place or maintenance. 
(2) The right of a public body to act in place of an Individual to whom maintenance is owed or lo 

seek reimbursement of benefits provided to the creditor in place of maintenance shall be 
governed by the law lo which the body Is subject. 

(3) A public body may seek recognition or claim enforcement of -
a) a decision rendered against a debtor on the application of a public body which claims 

payment of benefits provided in place of maintenance; 
b) a decision rendered between a creditor and debtor to the extent of the benefits provided 

to the creditor In place or maintenance. 
(4) The publlo body seeking recognition or claiming enforcement of a decision shall upon request 

furnish any document necessary to establish Its tlght under paragraph 2 and that benefits have 
been provided to the creditor. 

CHAPTER VIII - GENERAL FROVISIONS 

Article 37 
Direct requests to competent authorities 

( 1) The Convention shall not exclude the possibility of recourse to such prQcedures as may be 
available under the internal law of a Contracting Slate allowing a person (an applicant) to selse 
dlreclly a competent authority of that State In a matter governed by the Convenlion including, 
subject to Article 18, for the purpose of having a maintenance decision established or modified. 

(2) Articles 14(5) and 17 b) and the provisions of Chapters V, VI, Vil and this Chapter, with the 
exception or Articles 40(2}, 42, 43(3). 44(3), 45 and 55, shall apply in relallon to a request for 
recognition and enforcement made directly lo a competent authority In a Contracting State. 

(3) For the purpose of paragraph 2, Article 2(1) a) shall apply to a decision granting maintenance 
to a vulnerable person over the age specified In lhat sub.paragraph where such decision was 
rendered berore lhe person reached that age and provided for maintenance beyond that age by 
reason of the impairment. 

Article 38 
Protection of personal data 

Personal data gathered or transmitted under the Convention shall be used only for the purposes for 
which they were gathered or transmitted. 

Articte39 
Confidenliality 

Any authority processing information shall ensure its confidenUality in accordance with the law of its 
State. 

Article 40 
Non-disclosure or information 

(1) An authority shall not disclose or confirm infosmation gathered or transmitted in applicallon of 
this Convention if it detennines thal to do so coutd teopardise the health, safely or liberty or a 
person. 

(2) A determination lo this effect made b-y one Central Authority shall be taken into account by 
another Central Authority, in partlcutar in cases of famUy violence. 

(3) Nothing in this Article shall Impede the gathering and transmitting of information by and 
between authorities in so far as necessary to cal'f)' out the obligations under lhe Convention. 

Artlcte 41 
No legarisation 

No legalisation or similar formafity may be required in lhe conlext of this Convention. 
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Article 42 
Power of attorney 

The Central Authority of the requested State may require a power of attorney from the applicant only if 
il acts on his or her behalf In Judicial proceedings or before other authorilies, or in order to designate a 
representative so to act. 

Arllcte 43 
Recovery of costs 

(1) Recovery of any costs Incurred In the appllcatlon of lhis Convention shall not take precedence 
over the recovery or maintenance. 

(2) A Stale may recover costs from an unsuccessful party. 
(3) For the purposes of an application under Article 10(1) b) lo recover costs from an unsuccessful 

party rn accordance with paragraph 2, the term "creditor· In Article 10( 1) shall Include a State. 
(4) This Artlcle shall be without prejudice to Article 8. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Article 44 
Language requirements 

Any appllcalion and related documents shall be in the original language, and shall be 
accompanied by a translation Into an official language of the requested State or another 
language which the requested State has indicated, by way of declaration In accordance with 
Article 63, It will accept, unless the competent authority of that State dispenses with translation. 
A Contracting State which has more than one official language and cannot, for reasons of 
internal law, accept for the whole or Its territory documents In one or those languages shall, by 
declaration in accordance with Article 63, specify the language In which such documents or 
translations thereof shall be drawn up for submission In the specified parts of its territory. 
Unless otherwise agreed by the Central Authorities, any other communications between such 
Authorities shall be in an official language or the requested State or in either English or French. 
However, a Contracting State may, by making a reservation in accordance with Article 62, 
object to the use of either English or French. 

Article 45 
Means and costs of translation 

In the case of applications under Chapter Ill, the Central Authorities may agree in an individual 
case or generally that the translation Into an official language or the requested State may be 
made In the requested State from the original language or from any other agreed language. If 
there Is no agreement and It is not possible for the requesllng Central Authority to comply with 
the requirements of Article 44(1) and (2), then the application and related documents may be 
transmitted with translation Into English or French for fur1her translation into an official language 
of the requested State. 
The cost of translation arising from the application oC pacagraph 1 $hall be borne by the 
requesting Stale unless otheiwise agreed by Central Authorities of the States concerned. 
Notwithstanding Article 8, lhe requesting Central Authority may charge an applicant for the 
costs or translation of an application and related documents, except In so far as those costs 
may be covered by Its system of legal assistance. 

Article 46 
Non-unified legal systems - interpretation 

(1) In relation to a State In which two or more systems of law or sets of rules of law with regard to 
any matter dealt with in this Convention apply In different territorial unils -
e} any reference to the law or procedure of a Slate shall be construed as referring, where 

appropriate, lo the law or procedure in force in the relevant territorial unit; 
b) any reference to a decision established, recognised. recognised and enforced, enforced 

or modified in that Slate shall be construed as referring, where appropriate, to a decision 



established, recognised, recognised and enforced, enforced or modified in the relevant 
territorial unit; 

c) any reference to a judicial or admlnlstrallve authority in that State shall be construed as 
referring, where appropriate, to a Judlclal or administrative authority In the relevant 
territorial unit; 

d) any rererence to competent authorities, public bodies, and other bodies of that State, 
other than Central Authorities, shall be conslrued as referring, where appropriate, to 
those authorised to act In the relevant terdtotlal unit; 

e) any reference to residence or habitual residence In that State shall be construed as 
referring, where appropriate, to residence or habitual residence in the relevant territorial 
unit; 

() any reference to location of assets fn that Stale shall be construeu as referring, where 
appropriate, to the location of assets In the relevant territorial unit; 

g) any rererence to a reciprocity arrangement in force In a State shall be construed as 
rererrlng, where appropriate, 10 a reclproolly arrangement in force In the relevant 
territorial unit: 

h) any reference to free legal assistance In that State shall be construed as referring, where 
appropriate, to free legal assistance In the relevant territorial unit; 

I} any reference to a maintenance arrangement made In a State shall be construed as 
referring, where appropriate, to a maintenance arrangement made In the relevant 
territorial unit; 

JJ any reference lo recovery or costs by a State shall be construed as referring. where 
appropriate, to the recovery of costs by the relevant territorial unit. 

(2) This Article shall not apply to a Regional Economic Integration Organisation. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Article 47 
Non-unified legal systems - substantive rules 

A Contracting State with two or more territorial units in which different systems of law apply 
shall not be bound to apply this Convention to situations which involve solely such different 
territorial units. 
A competent authority in a territorial unit of a. Contracting State with two or more territorial units 
in which different systems of law apply shalt not be bound to recognise or enforce a decision 
from another Contracting State solely because the decision has been recognised or enforced in 
another territorial unit of the same Contracting State under this Convention. 
This Ar1k:le shall not apply to a Regional Economic Integration Organisation. 

Article 48 
Co-ordinalion with prior Hague Maintenance Convenlions 

In relations between the Contracting Stales, this Convention replaces. subject to Article 56(2), the 
Hague Convention of 2 October 1973 on the Recognition and Enforcement of Decisions Relating to 
Maintenance Obligations and the Hague Convention of 15 April 1958 concerning the recognition and 
enrorcement of decisions relating to maintenance obligations towards children in so far as their scope 
of application as between such States coincides with the scope of application of this Convention. 

Artiele49 
Co-ordination with the 1956 New York Convention 

In relations between the Contracting States, this Convention replaces the United Nations Convent/on 
on the Recovery Abroad of Maintenanoe of 20 June 1956, in so far as its scope- of application as 
between such States coincides with the scope of application of !his Convenlloo. 

Article 50 
Relalionshlp with prior Hague Conventions on selVice of documents 

and laking of evidence 

This Convention does not affect the Hague Convention or 1 March 1954 on civil procedure, lhe Hague 
Convention of 15 November 1965 on the Service Abroad of Judicial and Exlrajudlcfsl Documents in 



Civil or Commercial Matters and the Hague Convention of 18 March 1970 on the Taking of Evidence 
Abroad In Civil or Commercial Mailers. 

Article 51 
Co;ordination of Instruments and supplementary agreements 

(1) This Convenlion does not affect any International Instrument concluded before this Convention 
to which Contracting States are Parties and which contains provisions on matters governed by 
this Convention. 

(2) Any Contracting State may conclude with one or more Contracting States agreements, which 
contain provisions on matters governed by the Convention, with a vlew to Improving the 
application or the Convention between or among themselves. provided that such agreements 
are consistent with the objects and purpose of the Convention and do not affect, In the 
relationship of such States with other Contracting States, the application or the provisions of the 
Convention. The Slates which have concluded such an agreement shall transmit a copy to the 
depositary of lhe Convention. 

(3) Paragraphs 1 and- 2 shall also apply lo reciprocity arrangements and to uniform laws based on 
special ties between the States concerned. 

(4) This Convention shall not affect the application of instruments of a Regional Economrc 
lntegraUoo Organisation that Is a Party to this Convention, adopted after the conclusion of the 
Convention, on matters governed by the Convention provided that such Instruments do not 
affect, In the relallonship of Member States o( the Regional Economic Integration Organisation 
with olher Contracting States, U,e application of the provisions of the Convention. As concerns 
the recognition or enforcement of decisions as between Member Slates or the Regional 
economic Integration Organisation, the Convention shall not affect the rules of the Regional 
Economic Integration Organisation, whether adopted before or after the conclusion or the 
Convention. 

Article 52 
Most effective rule 

(1) This Convention shall not prevent the application of an agreement, arrangement or intemallonal 
instrument in force between the requesting State and the requesled Stale, or a reciprocity 
arrangement in force in the requested State that provides for -
a) broader bases for recognition of maintenance decisions, without prejudice to Article 22 f) 

of the Convention; 
b) simplified, more expeditious procedures on an application for recognition or recognition 

and enforcement of maintenance decisions; 
c) more beneficial legal assistance than that provided for under Articles 14 to 17; or 
d) procedures permitting an applicant from a requesting Stale to make a request directly to 

the Central Authority of the requested Slate. 
(2) This Convention shall not prevent the application of a law In force in the requested Slate that 

provides for more effective rules as referred to In paragraph 1 a) to c). However, as regards 
simplified, more expeditious procedures referred to in paragraph 1 b), they must be compatible 
with the protection offered to the parties under Artlcfes 23 and 24, in particular as regards the 
rights or the parties lo be duly notified of the proceedings and be given adequate opportunity to 
be heard and as regards the effects of any challenge or appeal. 

Article 53 
Uniform Interpretation 

In the Interpretation of this Convention, regard shall be had to its intematlonal character and to the 
need 10 promote uniformity In Its application. 

Ar1icle54 
Review of practical operation of the Convention 

(1) The Secretary General or the Hague Conference on Private International Law shall at regular 
intervals convene a Special Commission in order lo review the practical operaUon or the 



Convention and to encourage the development of good practices under the Convention. 
(2) For the purpose of such review. Contracting States shall co-operate with the Permanent 

Bureau of the Hague Conference on Private International Law In the gathering of Information, 
including statistics and case law, concerning the practical operation of the Convention. 

Article 55 
Amendment of forms 

(1) . The forms annexed to this Convention may be amended by a decision or a Special 
Commission convened by the Secretary General of the Hague Conference on Private 
International Law to which all Contracting Slates and all Member1> shall be invited. Noltce of the 
proposal to amend the forms shall be Included In the agenda for the meeting. 

(2) Amendments adopted by the Contracting States present at the Special Commission shall come 
into force for all Contracting States on the first day of the seventh calendar month after the date 
of their communication by the depositary to all Contracting States. 

(3) During the period provided for In paragraph 2 any Contracting State may by notification In 
writing to the deposllary make a reservation, In accordance with Article 62, with respect to the 
amendment. The State making such reservation shall, until the reservation Is withdrawn, be 
treated as a Slate not Party to the p,esent Convenlion with respect to that amendment. 

Artlcle56 
Transitional provisions 

(1) The Convention shall apply in every case where-
a) a request pursuant to Article 7 or an appllcatlon pursuant to Chapter Ill has been 

received by the Central Authority of the requested State after the Convention has 
entered Into force between the requesting Slate and the requested State; 

b) a direct request for recognition and enforcement has been received by the competenl 
authorlly of the State addressed after lhe Convention has entered Into force belween the 
Slale of origin and the Slate addressed. 

(2) With regard to the recognition and enforcement of decisions between Contracting Slates to this 
Convention that are also Parties to either or the Hague Maintenance Conventions mentioned in 
Article 48, If the conditions for the recognition and enforcement under this Convention prevent 
the recognition and enforcement or a decision given rn the State of origin before the entry into 
force of this Convention for that State, lhal would otherwise have been recognised and 
enrorced under the terms of the Convention that was in effect at the time the decision was 
rendered, the condiUons of that Convenlfon shall apply. 

(3) The Stale addressed shall not be bound under this Convention to enforce a decision or a 
maintenance arrangement, in respect of payments falling due prior to the entry Into force of the 
Convention between the Slate of origin and the State addressed, except for maintenance 
obllgalions arising from a parent-child relationship towards a person under the age of 21 years. 

Article57 
Provision of information concerning laws, procedures and services 

(1) A Contracting Slate, by the time its loslrument of ratification or accession is deposiled or a 
declaration is submitted In accordance wilh Article 61 of the Convention, shall provide lhe 
Permanent Bureau of the Hague .Conference on Ptlvate International Law with -
a) a description of its laws and procedures concerning maintenance obligations; 
b) a description of lhe measures it will take to meet the obligations under Article 6: 
c) a description of how It wm provide applicants with effective access to procedures, as 

required under Article 14; 
d) a description of Us enforcement rules and procedures, Including any limitallons on 

enforcement, In particular debtor protection rules and nmrtallon periods; 
e} any specification referred to in Article 25(1) b) and (3). 

(2) Contracting States may, in fulfilling their obligations under paragraph 1, utilise a country profile 
form recommended and published by the Hague Conference on Privale International Law. 

(3) Information shall be kept up to date by the Contracting States. 



CHAPTER IX - FINAi. PROVISIONS 

Article 58 
Signature, ratification and accession 

(1) The Convention shall be open ror signature by the States which were Members of the Hague 
Conference on Private International Law at the lime of its Twenty-First Session and by the other 
Stales which participated In that Session. 

(2) It shall be ratified, accepted or approved and the Instruments of raliflcallon, acceptance or 
approval shalt be deposited with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom or the 
Netherlands, dePositary of the Convention. 

(3) Any other State or Regional economic lntegrallon Organisation may accede to the Convention 
after it has entered Into force In accordance with Article 60(1). 

(4) The Instrument of accession shall be deposited with the depositary. 
(5) Such accession shall have effect only as regards the relations between the acceding State and 

those Contracting States which have not raised an objection to Its accession in the 12 months 
after the date of the notification rererred to In Article 65. Such an objection may also be raised 
by States at the time when they ratify, accept or approve the Convention after an accession. 
Any such objection shall be notified to the depositary. 

Article 59 
Reglonal Economic Integration Organisations 

(1} A Regional Economic Integration Organisation which Is constituted solely by sovereign States 
and has competence over some or all of the matters governed by this Convention may similarly 
sign, accept, approve or accede to this Convention. The Regional Economic lnlegralion 
Organisation shall In that case have the rlghts and obligations of a Contracting State, to the 
extent that the Organisation has competence over mallers governed by the Convention. 

(2) The Regtonal Economic Integration Organisation shall, at the time of signature, acceptance, 
approval or accession, not1ry the depositary in writing of the matters governed by this 
Convention in respect of which competence has been transferred to that Organisation by its 
Member States. The Organisation shall promptly notify lhe depositary in wrlting of any changes 
to Its competence as specified in lhe most recent notice given under this paragraph. 

(3) At the time of signature, acceptance, approval or accession, a Regional Economic Integration 
Organisation may declare in accordance with Article 63 thal It exercises competence over all 
the mallers governed by this Convention and that the Member States which have transferred 
competence to the Regional Economic Integration Organisation In respect of the matter In 
question shall be boood by this Convention by virtue of the signature, acceptance, approval or 
accession of the Organisalion. 

(4) For the purposes of the entry into force of this Convention, any Instrument deposited by a 
Regional Economic Integration Organisation shall not be counted unless the Regional 
Economic Integration Organisation makes a declaration in accordance with paragraph 3. 

(5) Any reference to a ·contracting State· or "State· In this Convention shall apply equally to a 
Regional Economic Integration Organisation that ls a Party toll, where appropriate. In the event 
thal a declaration is made by a Regional Economic Integration Organisation in accordance with 
paragraph 3, any reference to a •contracting State" or "State" in this Convention shall apply 
equally to the relevant Member Slates of the Organisation, where appropriate. 

Article60 
Entry Into force 

(1) The Convention shall enter into rorce on the first day of the month following the expiration of 
three months after the deposit of lhe second instrument of ratification. acceptance or approval 
referred to In Article 58. 

(2) Thereafter the Convention shall enter into force -
a) ror each State or Regional Economic Integration Organisation referred to in Article 59(1) 

subsequently ratifying, accepting or approving It, on the first day of the month rouowlng 
the expiration of three months after the deposit or its Instrument or ratification, 
acceptance or approvaf; 

-- ·- --~~ .... ~ 



b) for each State or Regional Economic Integration Organisation referred to in Article 58(3) 
on the day after the end or the period during which obJections may be raised In 
accOfdance with Article 68(5): 

c) for a territorlal unit to which the Convention has been extended In accordance with 
Article 61, on the first day of the month following the expiration of three months after the 
notificalion referred lo In that Article. 

Article 61 
Declarations with respect to non-unified legal systems 

(1) If a State has two or more territorial units In which different systems or law are applicable In 
relation to matters dealt with in the Convention, It may at the time of signature, raliOcalion, 
acceplance. approval or accession declare in accordance with Article 63 that this Convention 
shall extend to all Its terrltorial units or only 1o one or more of them and may modify this 
declaration by submitting another declaration at any time. 

(2) Any such dectaratlon shall be notified to the depositary and shall state expressly the terrllorial 
units to which the Convention applies. 

(3) If a State makes no declaration under this Article, the Convention shall extend to ell territorial 
units of that State. 

(4) This Article shall not apply to a Regional Economic Integration Organisation. 

Article 62 
Reseivalions 

(1) Any Contracting Stale may, not later than the lime of ratification. acceptance, approval or 
accession, or at the time of making a declarallon In terms of Article 61, make one or more or the 
reservations provided for ln Articles 2(2), 20{2), 30(8), 44(3) and 55(3). No other reservation 
shall be permitted. 

(2) Any State may at any time withdraw a reservation it has made. The withdrawal shall be notified 
to lhe depositary. 

(3) The reservation shall cease to have effect on the first day of the third calendar month after Iha 
notification referred to In paragraph 2. 

(4) Reseivations under this Article shall have no reciprocal effect with the exception of the 
reservation provided for In Article 2(2). 

Article63 
Declarations 

(1) Declarations referred to In Articles 2{3}, 11(1) g), 16(1), 24(1), 30(7), 44(1) and (2), 59(3} and 
61(1), may be made upon signature, ratification, acceptance, approval or accession or at any 
time thereaner. and may be modified or withdrawn at any time. 

(2) Declarations, modifications and withdrawals shall be notifted to the depositary. 
(3) A declaration made at the time of signature, ratification, acceptance, approval or accession 

shall take effect simultaneously with the entry Into force of this Convention for lhe State 
concerned. 

(4) A declaration made at a subsequent time, and any modification or withdrawal of a declaration, 
shall take effect on the first day of the month following the expiration of three months after the 
date on which the notification Is received by the depositary. 

Article 64 
Denunciation 

(1) A Contracting Stale to the Convention may denounce it by a notification In wrillng addressed to 
the depositary. The denunciation may be limited lo certain territorial units of a multi-unit Slate to 
which the Convention applies. 

(2) The denunciation shall take effect on the first day of the month following the expiration of 12 
months after the date on which the notification is received by the depositary. Where a longer 
period for lhe denunciation to take effect is specified in the notification, lhe denunciation shall 



take effect upon the expiration or such longer period after the date on which the notification Is 
received by the depositary. 

Article 65 
Notification 

The deposllary shall notify the Members of the Hague Conrerence on Private lnternalionat Law, and 
other States and Regional Economic Integration Organisations which have signed, ratified, accepted, 
approved or acceded In accordance with Articles 58 and 59 of the following -
a) the signatures, rallficatlons, acceptances and approvals referred to In Articles 58 and 59: 
b) the accessions and objections raised to accessions referred to In Articles 68(3) and (5} and 59; 
c} the dale on which the Convention enters Into force in accordance with Article 60; 
d) the declarations referred to In Articles 2(3), 11(1) g), 16(1), 24(1}, 30(7), 44(1) and (2), 59(3) 

and 61(1): 
e) the agreements referred to In Article 51(2); 
f) the reservations rererred to In Articles 2(2}, 20(2), 30(8), 44(3) and 55(3), and the wlthdrawals 

referred to In Article 62(2); 
g) the denunciations referred to In Article 64. 

In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorised thereto, have signed this Convention. 

Done at The Hague. on lhe 23rd day of November 2007, In the English and French languages, both 
texts being equally authentic, In a single copy which shall be deposlled in the archives of the 
Govemment of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, and of whlch a certiOed copy shall be sent, through 
diplomatic channels, to each of the Members of the Hague Conference on Private International Law at 
the date or its Twenty-First Session and to each of the other Slates which have participated fn that 
Session. 

-~-·- -~- ~~~,____, 
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Exhibit 5- US State Department Press Releases 

Senate Approval of the Hague Convention on the 

International Recovery of Child Suppo1t and Other Forms of 

Family Maintenance 

Rom11rks 
Hillary Rodhim tllnton 
sccnitary ot State 
Washington, DC 
Otlobor 1, 2010 
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President Obama Signs Implementing Legislation for the 

Hague Convention on the International Recovery of Child 

Support and Other Forms of Farrn1y Maintenance 

Prus Stntcmo~t 
John Klll'ry 
Secretory ot State 
WHhlngton, OC 
Scp1cimbcr 30, 2014 
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Exhibit 6- PL 113-183 (Excerpt) 

PUBLIC LAW 113-183-SEPT. 29, 2014 128 STAT. 1919 

Public Law 113-183 
113th Congress 

An Act 
To prevent and address solt trofficking or children In lbstor cnro, to oxtond nnd · 

Improve ndoptlon lnccntlvos, and to Improve intorn11tlon11I child supp1>rt recovery. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of RepreBetttatiues of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION I, SHORTTJTLE, 

This Act may be cited as the "Preventing Sex Trafficking nnd 
Strengthening Families Aet". 
SEC, 2, TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents of this Act is as foltows: 
Sec. 1. Short title. 
S11c, 2. Tnblo of contonl.s, 
S11c. 3. References, 

TITLE I-PROTECTING CHJLDREN AND YOUTH AT RlSI\ OF SEX 
TRAFFICKING 

Subtillo A-ldontifying nnd Protecting Children and Youth nt Risk or Sox 
Tr:\fficking 

Soc. 101. Identifying, documcnting1 11nd dctcnnining services roT children and 
youth nt risk or &ex trnfhcklng. 

Sec. 102, Reporting instances of sex tramcklng. 
Sec. 103. Including sox trnffickins data in the Adoption and Fosler Caro Analysis 

nnd Reporting System. 
Soc. 104. Locattn~ nnd responding to children who run nway from foster cnrc. 
Soc. 105. Incrcnsmg lnformntlon on children in foster cnro to proven~ sox trQf. 

licking. 

Subtitle B-Improving OpportuniUC6 for Children in Foster Coro and Supporting 
Ponnnnoncy 

Sec. 111. Su.pporting nonnnlcy for chlldrcn In foster cnrc, · 
Sec. U2. Improving nnothor plnnncd pcrmnncnt living amingnmont ns n pormo­

ncncy option. 
See. 113. Empowering foster children ngo 14 nnd older ln the dovolopmo.nL of their 

own COSll _plan and transition planning for n &u.cccssful adulthood. 
So\:, 114, Ensuring roster children hove n birth certilknto, Soci11t So,:urity card, 

health insumncc infonnaUon, mcdicnl records, nnd u driver's license or 
c9uivolcmt Stnto,is.sucd idcntilicntion cnrd. 

Sec. 116. Jnformalion on children in rostor cor<! in nnnull.1 reports using AFCARS 
dntn: consultnUon. 

Subtitle C-NnUonol Advisory Committee 
See. 121. Establishment of a nnlionnl advisory committee on the sex trafficking of 

children nnd youlh In tho United Stntes. 

TITLE 11-IMPROVING ADOM'ION INCENTIVES AND EXTENDING FAMILY 
CONNEC1'10N GRANTS 

Subtitle A-Improving Adoption Incentive Pnymcnts 
Scc. 201. Extension or progrnm through Osco) ycnr 2016, 

Sopt, 29, 2014 
(H.R. 4980} 

Provanting Sox 
Trnfficldng und 
Slrcni:thoninc 
F'omilics Act, 
42USC 1305 
MUl, 



128 STAT. 1920 PUBLIC LAW 113-183-SEPT. 29, 2014 

Deadlines. 

Soc, 202. Jmprovcmonts to ownrd structuru. 
Soc. 203, Ronomlng or progrnm. 
S<ie. 204. Limitation on uao orrnconUvo pnytponts. 
Sec, 206. lncrooso In period for which lncont,vo pnytncnls ore nvoiloblo for oxpondl• 

turo. 
Soc. 200. Stoto report on colculotion ond uso or sovincs rosulllng Crom tho phoac· 

out or oligibillty roqulromonts for adoption o.sslst11nco; rcquiromcnt to 
sp1:md 30 percent of snvlngs on ccrtnin services, 

Soc, 207. Prcscrvotion or eligibility for 'kinship lt\lllrdionshlp nssistnnco poymcnts 
with o successor gul:!rdlon. 

Sec. 208. Dntn c:ollcction on odopUon and lccnl gunrdlnnshlp disruption nnd dis• 
solution. 

Sec. 200. Encourncin11 tho ploccmont or children in foster Qoro with siblings. 
Sec, 210, Elfcctlvo dotos. 

Subtltlo B-Extondlng tho Fomlly Connoetion Gront Program 
Sec. 221. Extension orCamlly eonnoctlon grant proi:rnm, 

TlTLE Ill-IMPROVING INTERNATIONAL CHILO SUPPORT RECOVERY 
Soc. 30l. Amendments to ensure occoas to chUd support services for inlornatlon11I 

child support cnsos. 
Sec. 302. Child support onrorcomont progroma for Indian tribos. 
Sec. 303, Soose or tho Congress rognrdlng offering of valuntnry porontlng Umc nr-

rnn11omont1. 
Sec. 304. Dotn oxchnngo stnndordizoUon fur Improved lnlcropcrnbility. 
Sec. 30$. Report to Congress. 
Sec. 306. Rcqulrod oloctronic processinc of Income withholding. 

TITLE IV-BUDGETARY EFFECTS 
Soc. 401. Dotcrmlnation ofbudcotory ctTcct.s, 

SEC. S. REFERENCES, 

Except os otherwise expressly provided in this Act, wherever 
in this Act nn nmcndment is expressed ln terms of an amendment 
to a section or other provision, the amendment shnll be considered 
to be made to n section or other provision of the Social Security 
Act. 

TITLE I-PROTECTING CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH AT RISK OF SEX TRAFFICKING 

Subtitle A-Identifying and Protecting 
Children and Youth at Risk of Sex Traf. 
ficking 

SEC. 101, IDENTIFYING, DOCUMENTING, AND DETERMINING SERVICES 
FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH AT RISK OF SEX TRAFFICKING. 

(a) IN GENERAL.-Sectlon 47l(a)(9) (42 U.S.C. 67l(nX9)) is 
amcnded-

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking "and"; 
{2) in subparagraph (B), by inserting "nnd" nftel' the semi• 

colon; and 
{3) by adding at the end the following: 

"(C) not later than-
"(i) 1 year after the date of enactment of this 

subparagraph, demonstrate to the Secretary that the 
State agency has developed, in consultation with Stnte 
and local low enforcement, juvenile justice systems1 
health care providers, educntion agencies, and 
organizations with experience in dealing with at-risk 



PUBLIC LAW 113-183-SEPT. 29, 2014 128 STAT. 1943 

(1} by strikin~ "nnd" boforo "priva.te"i nnd 
(2) by inserting "nnd institutions of higher education (ns 

defined undor section 101 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 
(20 U.S.C. 1001))," after "arrangements/'. 
(c) FINDING FAMILIES FOR FOSTER CHILDREN WHO ARE PAR· 

ENTS.-Section 427(a)(l)(E) (42 U.S.C, 627(n)(l)(E)) is amended by 
Inserting "and other individuals who are willing and able to be 
foster Qnrcnts for children in foster cnro under the responsibility 
of the State who nro themselves parents" nil.er "kinship cnrc fnmi· 
lies''. 

{d) RESERVATION OF FUNDS.-Section 427(g) (42 U.S.C. 627(g)) 
is nmended-

(1) by striking parngrnph (1); and 
(2) by redesignnting paragraphs (2) and (3) as parngro.phs 

(1) and (2), respectively. 
(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.-The amendments mode by this section 42 use 021 note. 

shall take effect ns if enncted on October 1, 2013. 

TITLE III-IMPROVING INTERNATIONAL 
CHILD SUPPORT RECOVERY 

SEC. 301. AMENDMENTS TO ENSURE ACCESS TO CHILD SUPPORT SERV• 
ICES FOR INTERNATIONAL CHILD SUPPORT CASES. 

(a) AUTHO.RITY OF THE SECRETARY OF HHS To ENSURE COl\1:PLt· 
ANCE WlTH MULTILATERAL CHILD SUPPORT CONVENTlONS.-

(1) IN GENERAL.-Section 452 (42 U.S.C. 652} is amendcd­
{A) by redesignating the second subsection (l) {ns added 

by section 7306 of the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005} ns 
subsection (m); and 

(B) by adding at the end tho following: 
''(n) The Secretary sfinll use the authorities otherwise provided 

by law to ensure tho complinnce of the United States with nny 
multilateral child support convention to which tho United States 
is a party,". 

(2} CONFORMING AMENDMENT.-Scction 453(k)(3) (42 u.s.c. 
653(k)(3)) ts nmended by striking "452(1}" and inserting 
"452(m)". 
(b} ACCESS TO THE FEDl:mAL PARENT LOCATOR SERVtCE.-Scc­

tion 453(c) (42 U.S.C. 653(c}) is nmcnded-
(1) by striking "and" at the end of paragrnph (3); 
(2) by striking the period at the end of paragraph (4) 

and inserting"; nnd"· nod 
{8) by adding at the end the following: 
"(5} an entity designated ns a Central Authority for child 

support enforcement in 11 foreign reciprocating country or a 
foreign trenty country for purposes specified in section 
459A(cX2).". 
(c} STATE OPTION To REQUIRE INO!VJDUALS IN FOREIGN COUN• 

TRIES To APPLY THnOUOI{ THEIR COUNTRY'S ArrnormATE CENTRAL 
AUTHOmTY.-Soction 454 (42 U.S.C. 654) is nmended-

( 1} in parngraph (4)(AXii), by inserting before the semicolon 
"(except ttiatt if the individual applying for the services resides 
in a foreign reciprocating country or foreign trenty country, 
the State may opt to require the individual to request the 
services through the Central Authority for child support 
enforcement in the foreign rcciprocnting country or the foreign 
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trenty country, and if the individual resides in a forei~ country 
that is not a foreign reciprocating country or a foreign treaty 
eountryt o State mny accept or reject tne npplicntion)"; and 

(2) in paragraph {32)-
{A) in subparagraph (A)1 by inserting 11, a foreign treaty 

country,*' after"n foreilJ!l reciprocating country"; ano 
(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking "or foreign obligee" 

and inserting ''. foreign treaty country, or foreign indi­
vidual". 

(d) AMENDMENTS TO INTERNATIONAL. SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT 
PnovtSJONs.-Scclion 459A(42 U.S.C. 659a) is nmcnded-

(l) by adding nt the end the following: 
"(e) RBFEllENCES.-Jn this part; 

"(1) FOREIGN RECIPROCATING COUNTRY.-The term 'foreign 
reciprocating country' means a forei~ country (or political sub­
division thereoO with respect to which the Secretary has made 
a declaration pursuant to subsection (n). 

"(2) FOREIGN TREATY COUN'rttY.-The term 'foreign treaty 
country' means a foreign country for which the 2007 Family 
Maintenance Convention is in force. 

"(3) 2007 FAMILY MAINTENANCE CONVENTION.-The term 
'2007 Family Maintenance Convention' means the HDgue 
Convention of23 November 2007 on the International Rocoverr 
of Child Support and Other Forms of Family Maintenance.'; 

(2) in subsection (c}-
(A) in the mntter preceding paragraph (1), by striking 

"foreign countries that nre ttie subject of a declaration 
under this section" and inserting "foreign reciprocating 
countries or foreign treaty countries"; and 

CB) in paragraph (2), by inserting "and foreign treaty 
countries" after "foreign reci:procating countries"; and 
(3) in subsection {d), by striking "the subject of n declaration 

pursuant to subsection (a}" and inserting "foreign reciprocating 
countries or foreign treaty countries". 
(e) COLLECTION OF PAST-DUE SUPPORT FROM FEDERAL TAX 

REFUNDS.-Section 464(o)(2)(A) (42 U.S.C. 664(n)(2)(A)) is amended 
by striking "under section 454(4)(A)(ii)" nnd inserting "under pnra­
grnph (4)(AXii> or(32) of s1M:tion 454". 

(0 STATE LAW REQU1RE:MBNT CONCERNING THE UNIFORM IN'l'ER· 
STA'l'E FMttl. Y SUPPORT ACT (UIFSA).-

( l} IN GENERAL.-Scction 466(0 (42 u.s.c. 666(0) is 
amendcd-

(A) by striking "on nnd after January 1, 1998,"; 
(B) by striking "nnd as in effect on August 22, 1996,"; 

nnd 
(C} by striking "adopted ns of such date" nnd inserting 

"ndopted as of September 30, 2008". 
(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS TO TITLE 28, UNITED STATES 

coDE.-Section 1738B of title 28, United States Code, is 
amended-

{A) in subsection (d), by striking "individual contestant" 
nnd inserting "individual contestant or the parties have 
consented in a record or open court that the tribunal of 
the Stnte may continue to exercise jurisdiction to modify 
its order"• 

(B) 'i~ subsection (e)(2)(A)> by striking "individual 
contestant" and inserting "individual contestant ond the 
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pnrtics have not consented in 11 record or open court that 
tho tribunal of the other Stnte mny continue to exercise 
jurisdiction to modify its order"; and 

(C) in subsection (b)-
(i) by striking 11•child' means'' and inserting "(1) 

Tho torm 'child' means": 
(ii) by striking '"child's State' means" nnd inserting 

"(2) The term 'child's State' means"; 
(iii) by striking "'child's home State' means" and 

inserting "(3) The term 'child's home Stnte' meons"i 
(iv) by striking "'child support' means" ana 

inserting "(4) The torm 'child support' moans0 ; 

(v) by striking '"child support ordor"' and inserting 
"(5) The term 'child support order'"; 

(vi) by striking '"contestnnt' means" and inserting 
11(6) The term 'contestant' mcnns"; 

(vii) by striking "'court' means" and inserting "(7) 
The term 'court' means"; 

( viii) by striking "'modification' means" and 
inserting "(8) The term 'modification' means"; nnd 

(ix) bi striking '"Stnte' means" and inserting "(9) 
The term State' means", · 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE; GRACE PERIOD FOR STATE LAW 
CHANGES,-

{A) PARAGRAPH m.- (i) The nmendments made by para­
graph (1) shall take olTect with respect to a State no later 
than the eff cctive date or lnws enacted by the legislature 
or the State implementing such paragraph, but in no event 
later than the first day of the first calendar quarter begin­
ning after the close of the first regular session of the 
Stnte legislature that begins after the dote orthe enactment 
of this Act. 

(ii) For purposes of clause (i), in the case of a State 
that has a 2-yenr legislative session, each year of the 
session shall be deemed to be a separate regular session 
of the State legislature. 

(B) PARAGRAPH <2>.--<i) The amendments made by sub­
paragraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (2) shall take effect 
on the dote on which the Hague Convention of23 November 
2007 on the In.ternntionnl Recovery of Child Support and 
Other Forms of Fnmily Maintenance enters into force for 
the United States. 

(ii) The amendments mnde by subparagraph (C) of 
paragraph (2) shall take effect on tho date of the enactment 
of this Act. 

SEC. S02, CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT PROGRAMS FOR INDIAN 
TRIBES. 

(n) TRIBAL ACCESS TO THE FEDERAL PARENT LOCATOR 
SERVICE.-Section 453(c)(l) (42 U.S.C. 653{c)(1)) is amended by 
inserting "or Indian tribo or tribal organization (as defined in sub· 
sections (e) and (l) of section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination 
and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 450b))," after "any State". 

(b) WAIVER AUTHORlTY FOR INDIAN TRIBES on TRIBAL 
ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT PRO· 
GRAMS.- Section 1115{b) (42 U.S.C. 1315(b)) is amended-

42 USC 66G note. 

28 USC l738B 
note. 
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42 USC 666: Requirement of statutorily prescribed procedures to Improve effectiveness of child 
support enforcement 
Text contains those laws In effect on February 22, 2015 

From Title 42-THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE 
CHAPTER 7-SOCIAL SECURITY 
SUBCHAPTER IV-GRANTS TO STATES FOR AID AND SERVICES TO NEEDY FAMILIES WITH 
CHILDREN AND FOR CHILD-WELFARE SERVICES 
Part D·Chlld Support and Establishment of Paternity 

Jump To: 
Source Credit 
future Amendments 
References In Text 
CodlftcatJqn 
Amendments 
EffectJvt Date 
Mlsce!laneous 

§666. Requirement of statutorily prescribed procedures to improve 
effectiveness of child support enforcement 

(a) Types of procedures required 
In order to satisfy section 654(20)(A) of this titre, each State must have in effect laws requiring the use of 

the following procedures, consistent with this section and with regulations of the Secretary, to increase the 
effectiveness of the program which the Slate administers under this part: 

(1 )(A) Procedures described in subsection (b) of this section for the withholding from Income of amounts 
payable as support In cases subject to enforcement under the State plan. 

(B) Procedures under which the income of a person with a support obligation imposed by a support 
order Issued (or modified) in the State before January 1, 1994, if not otherwise subject to withholdlng 
under subsection (b) of this section, shall become subject to withholding as provided In subsection (b) of 
this section if arrearages occur, without the need for a Judicial or administrative hearing. 

(2) Expedited administrative and judicial procedures (Including the procedures specified in subsection 
(c) of this section) for establishing paternity and for establishing, modifying, and enforcing support 
obligations. The Secretary may waive the provisions of this paragraph with respect to one or more political 
subdivisions within the Slate on the basis of the effectiveness and timeliness of support order Issuance 
and enforcement or paternity establishment within the political subdivision (in accordance with the general 
rule for exemptions under subsection { d) of this section). 

(3) Procedures under which the State child support enforcement agency shall request, and the State 
shall provide, that for the purpose or enforcing a support order under any State plan approved under this 
part-

(A) any rel'und of State income tax which would otherwise be payable to a noncustodial parent will be 
reduced, after notice has been sent to that noncustodial parent of the proposed reduction and the 
procedures to be followed to contest it (and after full compliance with all procedural due process 
requirements of the State). by the amount of any overdue support owed by such noncustodial parent; 

(8) the amount by which such refund is reduced shall be distributed in accordance with section 657 of 
this title in the case of overdue support assigned to a State pursuant to section 608{a)(3) or 671 (a)(17) 
of this title, or, in any other case, shall be distributed, after deduction of any fees imposed by the State 
to cover the costs of coltectlon, to the child or parent to whom such support is owed; and 

(C) notice of the noncustodial parent's social security account number {or numbers, If he has more 
lhan one such number) and home address shall be furnished to the State agency requesting the refund 
offset, and to the State agency enforcing the order. 

(4) Liens.-Procedures under whlch-
(A) liens arise by operation of law against real and personal property for amounts of overdue support 

owed by a noncustodial parent who resides or owns property in the State; and 
(B) the State accords full faith and credit to liens described !n subparagraph (A) arising in another 

State, when the State agency, party, or other entity seeking to enforce such a lien complies with the 
procedural rules relating to recording or serving liens that arise within the State, except that such rules 
may not require judicial notice or hearing prior lo the enforcement of such a lien. 
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(5) Procedures concerning paternity establishment.-
(A) Establishment process available from birth until age 18.-

(i) Procedures which permit the establishment of the paternity of a child at any time before the child 
attains 18 years of age. 

(ii) As of August 16, 1984, clause (i) shall also apply to a child for whom paternity has not been 
established or for whom a paternity action was brought but dismissed because a stalute of limitations 
of less than 18 years was then in effect in the State. 

(B} Procedures concerning genetic testing .• 
(i} Genetic testing required in certain contested cases.-Procedures under which the State is 

required, in a contested paternity ease (unless otherwise barred by Stale law) to require lhe child and 
all other parties (other than individuals found under section 854(29} of this tilte lo have good cause 
and o&her exceptions fot refusing to cooperate) to submit to genetic tests upon the request of any 
such party, if the request Is supported by a sworn statement by the party• 

(l) alleging paternity, and setting forth facts establishing a reasonable possibility of lhe requisite 
sexual contact between the parties: or 

{II) denying paternity, and selling forth facts establishing a reasonable possibility of the 
nonexistence of sexual contact between lhe parties. 

(Ii) Other requlrements.-Procedures which require the State agency, In any case in which the 
agency orders genetic testing-

(t) to pay costs of such tests, subject to recoupment (if the State so elects) from the alleged 
father If paternity is established; and 

(II) to obtain additional testing in any case if an original tesl result is contested, upon request and 
advance payment by the contestant. 

(C) Voluntary paternity acknowledgmenl.-
(i) Simple civil process.-Procedures for a simple civil process for voluntarily acknowledging 

paternity under which the State must provide that, before a mother and a putative father can sign an 
acknowledgment of paternity, the mother and the putative father must be given notice, orally, or 
through the use of video or audio equipment, and in writing, of the alternatives to. the legal 
consequences of, and the rights {including, if 1 parent is a minor, any rights afforded due to minority 
status} and responsibilities that arise from, signing lhe acknowledgment. 

(Ii) Hospital-based program.-Such procedures must include a hospital-based program for the 
voluntary acknowledgment of paternity focusing on the period immediately before or after the birth of 
a child. 

(iii) Paternity establishment services.-
(!) State-offered servtces.-Such procedures must require the State agency responsible for 

maintaining birth records to offer voluntary paternity establishment services. 
(II) Regulations.· 

(aa) Services offered by hospitals and birth record agencies.-The Secretary shall prescribe 
regulations governing voluntary paternity establishment services offered by hospitals and birth 
record agencies. 

(bb) Services offered by other entities.-The Secretary shall prescribe regulations specifying the 
types of other entities that may offer voluntary paternity establishment services. and governing 
the provision of such services. which shall include a requirement that such an entity must use the 
same notice provisions used by, use the same materials used by, provide the personnel 
providing such services with the same training provided by, and evaluate the provision of such 
services in the same manner as the provision of such services is evaluated by, voluntary 
paternity establishment programs of hospitals and birth record agencies. 

(iv) Use of paternity acknowledgment affidavit-Such procedures must require the State to develop 
and use an affidavit for the voluntary acknowledgment of paternity which includes the minimum 
requirements of the affidavit specified by the Secretary under section 652(a)(7) of this title for lhe 
voluntary acknowledgment of paternity, and to give full faith and credit to such an affidavit signed in 
any other State according to its procedures. 

(D) Status of signed paternity acknowledgment• 
(i) Inclusion in birth records.-Procedures under which the name of the father shall be included on 

the record of birth of the child of unmarried parents only if-
(!} the father and mother have signed a voluntary acknowledgment of paternity; or 
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(II) a court or an administrative agency of competent Jurisdiction has issued an adjudication of 
paternity. 

Nothing in this clause shall preclude a State agency from obtaining an admission of paternity from the 
father for submission in a judicial or administrative proceeding, or prohibit the issuance of an order in 
a judicial or administrative proceeding which bases a legal finding of paternity on an admission of 
paternity by the father and any other additional showing required by Slate law. 

(ii) Legal finding of paternily.-Procedures under which a signed voluntary acknowledgment of 
paternity is considered a legal finding of paternity, subject to the right of any signatory to rescind the 
acknowledgment within the earlier of-

(1} 60 days; or 
{II) the date of an administrative or Judicial proceeding relating to the child (Including a 

proceeding to establish a support order) in which the signatory Is a party. 

(Iii) Contest-Procedures under which, after the 60-day period referred to in clause {ii), a signed 
voluntary acknowledgment of paternity may be challenged in court only on the basis of fraud, duress, 
or material mistake of fact, with the burden of proof upon lhe challenger, and under which the legal 
responsibilities (Including child support obligations) of any signatory arising from the acknowledgment 
may not be suspended during the challenge, except for good cause shown. 

{E) Bar on acknowledgment ratification proceedings.-Procedures under which judicial or 
administrative proceedings are not required or permitted to ratify an unchallenged acknowledgment of 
paternity. 

(F) Admissibility of genetic testing resulls.,Procedures-
{I) requiring the admission into evidence, for purposes of establishing paternity, of the results of any 

genetic test that is• 
(1) of a type generally acknowledged as reliable by accreditation bodies designated by the 

Secretary: and 
(II) performed by a laboratory approved by such an accreditation body; 

(ii) requiring an objection to genetic testing results to be made in writing not later than a specified 
number of days before any hearing at which the results may be introduced into evidence {or, at Slate 
option. not later than a specified number of days after receipt of the results); and 

(iii) making the test results admissible as evidence of paternity without the need for foundation 
testimony or other proof of authenticity or accuracy, unless objection is made. 

(G) Presumption of paternity in certain cases.-Procedures which create a rebuttable or, at the option 
of the Stale, conclusive presumption of paternity upon genetic testing results Indicating a threshold 
probability that the alleged father Is the father of the child. 

(H) Default orders.-Procedures requiring a default order to be entered in a paternity case upon a 
showing of service of process on the defendant and any additional showing required by State law. 

(I) No right to jury trial.-Procedures providing that the parties to an action to establish paternity are not 
entitled to a trial by jury. 

(J) Temporary support order based on probable paternity in contested cases.·Procedures which 
require that a temporary order be Issued, upon motion by a party, requiring the provision of child 
support pending an administrative or judicial determination of parentage, if there is clear and convincing 
evidence of paternity ( on the basis of genetic tests or other evidence}. 

(K) Proof of certain support and paternity establishment costs.-Procedures under which bills ror 
pregnancy, childbirth, and genetic testing are admissible as evidence without requiring third-party 
foundation testimony, and shall constitute pfima facie evidence of amounts incurred for such services or 
for testing on behalf of the child. 

(L} Standing of putative fathers.-Procedures ensuring that the putative father has a reasonable 
opportunity to initiate a paternity action. 

(M) Filing of acknowledgments and adjudications in stale registry of birth records.-Procedures under 
which voluntary acknowledgments and adjudications of paternity by judicial or administrative processes 
are filed with the State registry of birth records for comparison with information in 1he State case 
registry. 

(6) Procedures which require that a noncustodial parent give security, post a bond, or give some other 
guarantee to secure payment of overdue support, after notice has been sent to such noncustodial parent 
of the proposed action and of the procedures to be followed to contest it (and after full compliance with all 
procedural due process requirements of the State). 

ht!p://uscodc.housc.gov/vicw.xhlml?r~q (title:42 scction:666 c<lition:prclim) OR (grnnttlci ... 2123/2015 



n.tgl.!-tOI l"I 

(7} Reporting arrearages to credit bureaus.-
(A) In general.-Procedures (subject to safeguards pursuant to subparagraph (6)} requiring the Stale 

to report periodically to consumer reporting agencies (as defined in section 1681a(f) of title 15} the 
name of any noncustodial parent who is delinquent in the payment of support, and the amount of 
overdue support owed by such parent. 

(B} Safeguards.-Procedures ensuring that, in carrying out subparagraph (A), information with respect 
to a noncustodial parent is reported-

(!) only after such parent has been afforded all due process required under Slate law, including 
notice and a reasonable opportunity to contest the accuracy of such information; and 

{ii) only to an entity that has furnished evidence satisfactory to the State that the entity is a 
consumer reporting agency (as so defined}. 

(8)(A) Procedures under which all child support orders not described in subparagraph (8) will include 
provision for withholding from income, in order to assure that withholding as a means of collecting child 
support is available if arrearages occur without the necessity of filing application for services under this 
part. 

(8) Procedures under which all child support orders which are initially Issued In the State on or after 
January 1, 1994, and are not being enforced under this part will include the following requirements; 

(i) The Income of a noncustodial parent shall be subject to withholding, regardless of whether support 
payments by such parent are in arrears, on the effective date of lhe order: except that such Income 
shall not be subject to withholding under this clause in any case where (I) one of the parties 
demonstrates, and the court (or administrative process) finds, that there is good cause not to require 
immediate Income withholding, or (II) a written agreement Is reached between both parties which 
provides for an alternative arrangement. 

(II) The requirements of subsection (b)(1) of this section (which shall apply in the case of each 
noncustodial parent against whom a support order is or has been issued or modified in the State, 
without regard to whether the order Is being enforced under the Stale plan). 

(iii) The requirements of paragraphs (2), (5), (6). (7), (8), (9), and (10} of subsection (b) of this section, 
where applicable. 

(iv) Withholding from Income of amounts payable as support must be carried out in full compliance 
with arr procedural due process requirements of the State. 

(9) Procedures which require that any payment or Installment of support under any child support order, 
whether ordered through the State judicial system or through the expedited processes required by 
paragraph (2), is (on and after the date it is due)-

(A) a judgment by operation of law, with the full force, effect, and attributes of a judgment of the State, 
including the ability to be enforced, 

(B) entitled as a judgment to full faith and credit in such State and in any other State, and 
{C} not subject to retroactive modification by such State or by any other State; 

except that such procedures may permit modification with respect to any period during which there is 
pending a petition for modification, but only from the date that notice of such petition has been given, 
either directly or through the appropriate agent, lo U)e obllgee or (where the obligee is the petitioner) to the 
obligor. 

(10} Review and adjustment of support orders upon request.­
{A) 3-year cycle.-

(i) In generaf.-Procedures under which every 3 years ( or such shorter cycle as the State may 
determine), upon the request of either parent or if there is an assignment Uflder part A of this 
subchapter, the State shall with respect to a support order being enforced under this part, taking into 
account the best interests of the child involved-

(!) review and, if appropriate, adjust the order in accordance with the guidelines established 
pursuant to section 667(a) of this title if the amount of the child support award under the order 
differs from the amount that would be awarded in accordance with the guidelines: 

(II) apply a cost-of-living adjustment to the order in accordance with a formula developed by the 
State; or 

(111) use automated methods (including automated comparisons with wage or State income tax 
data) to identify orders eligibfe for review, conduct the review, identify orders eligible for adjustment, 
and apply the appropriate adjustment to the orders eligible for adjustment under any threshold that 
may be established by the State. 

(ii) Opportunity to request review of adjuslmenl.·lf the State elects to conduct the review under 
subclause (II} or (Ill) of clause (i), procedures which permit either party to contest the adjustment. 
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within 30 days after the date of the notice of the adjustment, by making a request for review and, if 
appropriate, adjustment of the order in accordance with the child support guidelines established 
pursuant to section 667(a) of this title. 

(Iii) No proof of change in circumstances necessary in 3-year cycle revlew.-Procedures which 
provide that any adjustment under clause (I) shalf be made without a requirement for proof or showing 
of a change in circumstances. 

(B) Proof of substantial change in circumstances necessary in request for review outside 3-year 
cycle.-Procedures under which, In the case of a request for a review, and if appropriate, an adjustment 
outside the 3-year cycle (or such shorter cycle as the State may determine) under clause (i), the State 
shall review and, if the requesting party demonstrates a substantial change in circumstances, adjust the 
order in accordance with the guidelines established pursuant to section 667(a) of this title. 

{C) Nollce of right to review.-Procedures which require the State to provide notice not less than once 
every 3 years to the parents subject to the order Informing the parents of their right lo request the State 
to review and, if appropriate, adjust the order pursuant to this paragraph. The notice may be included In 
the order. 

(11} Procedures under which a State must give full faith and credit to a determination of paternity made 
by any other State, whether established through voluntary acknowledgment or through administrative or 
judicial processes. 

{12) Locator information from interstate networks,wProcedures to ensure that all Federal and State 
agencies conducting activities under this part have access to any system used by the Slate to locate an 
individual for purposes relating to motor vehicles or law enforcement. 

(13} Recording of social security numbers in certain family matters.-Procedures requiring that the social 
security number of-

(A) any applicant for a professional license. driver's license, occupational license, recreational license, 
or marriage license be recorded on the application; 

(B) any individual who Is subject to a divorce decree, support order, or paternity determination or 
acknowledgment be placed in the records relating to the matter; and 

(C) any individual who has died be placed in the records relating to the death and be recorded on the 
death certificate. 

For.purposes of subparagraph (A), if a State allows the use of a number other than the social security 
number to be used on the face of the document while the social security number is kept on file at the 
agency, the State shall so advise any applicants. 

(14) High•vofume, automated administrative enforcement in Interstate cases.­
(A) tn general.-Procedures under which-

(!) the State shall use high-volume automated administrative enforcement, to the same extent as 
used for intrastate cases, in response to a request made by another State to enforce support orders. 
and shall promptly report Che results of such enforcement procedure to the requesting State; 

(ii) the State may, by electronic or other means, transmit to another State a request for assistance 
in enforcing support orders through high-volume. automated administrative enforcement. which 
request-

(!) shall include such information as will enable the State to which the request is transmitted to 
compare the Information about the cases to the information in the data bases of the State: and 

{II) shall constitute a certification by the requesting State-
(aa) of the amount of support under an order the payment of which is in arrears; and 
(bb) that the requesting State has complied with all procedural due process requirements 

applicable to each case; 

(iii) if the State provides assistance to another State pursuant to this paragraph with respect to a 
case, neither State shall consider the case to be transferred to the caseload of such other State (but 
the assisting State may establish a corresponding case based on such other Slate's request for 
assistance); and 

(iv} the State shall maintain records of-
{I) the number of such requests for assistance received by the State; 
(II} the number of cases for which the State collected support in response to such a request; and 
{Ill) the amount of such collected support. 

(8) High-volume automated administrative enforcement-In this part, the term "high-volume 
automated administrative enforcement", In interstate cases, means, on request of another State, the 
identification by a Slate, through automated data matches with financial institutions and other entities 
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where assets may be found. of assets owned by persons who owe child support in other States. and 
the seizure of such assets by the State, through levy or other appropriate processes. 

(15) Procedures to ensure that persons owing overdue support work or have a plan for payment of such 
support-Procedures under which the State has the authority, in any case in which an Individual owes 
overdue support with respect to a chlld receiving assistance under a State program funded under part A of 
this subchapter, to issue an order or to request that a court or an administrative process established 
pursuant to Slate law issue an order that requires the Individual to-

(A) pay such support in accordance with a plan approved by the court, or. at the option of the State, a 
plan approved by the State agency administering the State program under this part; or 

(B) if the individual is subject to such a plan and is nol incapacitated, participate in such work 
activities (as defined in section 607(d) of this title) as the court, or, at the option of the State, the Slate 
agency administering the State program under this part, deems appropriate. 

(16) Authority to withhold or suspend licenses.•Procedures under which the State has (and uses in . 
appropriate cases) authority lo withhold or suspend, or to restrict the use of driver's licenses, professional 
and occupational licenses. and recreational and sporting licenses of individuals owing overdue support or 
fairing, after receiving appropriate noUce, to comply with subpoenas or warrants relating to paternity or 
child support proceedings. 

(17) Financial Institution data matches.• 
{A) In general.-Procedures under which the State agency shall enter into agreements with financial 

institutions doing business in the State~ 
(i) to develop and operate, in coordination with such financial Institutions, and the Federal Parent 

Locator Service in the case of financial institutions doing business In two or more States, a data 
match system, using automated data exchanges lo the maximum extent feasible, in which each such 
financial institution is required to provide for each calendar quarter the name, record address, social 
security number or other taxpayer identification number, and other identifying Information for each 
noncustodial parent who maintains an account at such institution and who owes past-due support, as 
identified by the State by name and social security number or other taxpayer identification number, 
and 

(ti) in response to a notice of lien or levy, encumber or surrel\der. as the case may be, assets held 
by such institution on behalf of any noncustodial parent who is subject to a child support lien pursuant 
to paragraph (4). 

(B} Reasonable fees.-The State agency may pay a reasonable fee to a financial ins1itution for 
conducting the data match provided for in subparagraph (A){i), not to exceed the actual costs incurred 
by such financial institution. 

(C) Liabilily.-A financial Institution shall not be liable under any Federal or State law to any person­
(!) for any disclosure of Information to the State agency under subparagraph {A)(i); 
(ii) for encumbering or surrendering any assets held by such financlaf Institution in response to a 

notice of lien or levy issued by the State agency as provided for In subparagraph (A){ii); or 
(iii) for any other action taken in good faith to comply with the requirements of subparagraph (A). 

(D) Definitions.-For purposes of this paragraph-
{i) Financial institution.•The term "financial institution" has the meaning given to such term by 

section 669A(d}(1) of this tille. 
(ii) Account-The term "account" means a demand deposit account. checking or negotiable 

withdrawal order account. savings account, time deposit account, or money-market mutual fund 
account. 

{18) Enforcement of orders against paternal or maternal grandparents.~Procedures under which, at the 
State's option, any child support order enforced under this part with respect to a child of minor parents, if 
the custodial parent of such child is receiving assistance under lhe State program under part A of this 
subchapter, shall be enforceable, jointly and severally, against the parents of the noncustodial parent of 
such child. 

(19) Health care coverage.-Procedures under which-
{A) effective as provided in section 401(c)(3) of the Child Support Performance and Incentive Act of 

1998, all child support orders enforced pursuant to this part shall include a provision for medical support 
for the child to be provided by either or both parents, and shall be enforced, where appropriate, through 
the use of the National Medical Support Notice promulgated pursuant to section 401(b) of the Child 
Support Performance and Incentive Act of 1998 (and referred to in section 609(a)(5)(C) of the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 [29 U.S.C. 1169(a)(5)(C)J in connection with group 
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health plans covered under title I of such Act [29 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.], ln section 401(e) of the Child 
Support Performance and Incentive Act of 1998 in connection with Stale or local group health plans, 
and in section 401 (f) of such Act In connection with church group health plans): 

(B) unless alternative coverage Is allowed for in any order of the court (or other entity issuing the child 
support order). in any case in which a parent is required under the child support order to provide such 
health care coverage and the employer of such parent is known to the Stale agency-

(i) the State agency uses the National Medical Support Notice to transfer notice of the provision for 
the health care coverage of the child to the employer; 

(ii} within 20 business days after the dale of the National Medical Support Notice, the employer is 
required to transfer the Notice, excluding the severable employer withholding notice described in 
section 401 (b){2){C) of lhe Child Support Performance and Incentive Act of 1998, to the appropriate 
plan providing any such health care coverage for which the child is eligible; 

(iii) In any case in which the parent Is a newly hired employee entered in the State D.irectory of New 
Hires pursuant to section 653a(e) of this title, the State agency provides, where appropriate, the 
National Medical Support Notice, together with an income withholding notice issued pursuant to 
subsection (b), within two days after the date of the entry of such employee in such Directory; and 

(iv) In any case in which the employment of the parent with any employer who has received a 
National Medical Support Notice is terminated, such employer is required to notify the State agency of 
such termination; and 

(C) any liability of the obligated parent to such plan for employee contributions which are required 
under such plan for enrollment of the child is effectively subject to appropriate enforcement, unless the 
obligated parent contests such enforcement based on a mistake of fact. 

Notwithstanding section 654(20)(8) of this title, the procedures which are required under paragraphs (3), 
(4), (6), (7), and (15) need not be used or applied In cases where the State determines {using guidelines 
which are generally available within the State and which take into account the payment record of the 
noncustodial parent, the availability of other remedies, and other relevant considerations) that such use or 
application would not carry out lhe purposes of this part or would be otherwise inappropriate in the 
circumstances. 

(b) Withholding from Income of amounts payable as support 
The procedures referred to In subsection {a)(1 )(A) of this section (relating to the withholding from Income 

of amounts payable as support} must provide for the fottowing: 
(1) In the case of each noncustodial parent against whom a support order ls or has been issued or 

modified In the State, and is being enforced under the State plan, so much of such parent's income must 
be withheld, In accordance wilh the succeeding provisions of this subsection, as Is necessary to comply 
with the order and provide for the payment of any fee to the employer which may be required under 
paragraph (6}{A), up to the maximum amount permitted under section 1673(b} of title 15. If there are 
arrearages to be collected, amounts withheld to satisfy such arrearages, when added to the amounts 
withheld to pay current support and provide for the fee, may not exceed the limit permitted under such 
section t673(b). but the State need not withhold up to the maximum amount permitted under such section 
In order to satisfy arrearages. 

(2) Such withholding must be provided without the necessity of any application therefor In the case of a 
child (whether or not eligibte for assistance under a State program funded under part A of this subchapter} 
with respect to whom services are already being provided under the State plan under this part. and must 
be ptovided in accordance with this subsection on the basis of an application for services under the State 
plan in the case of any other child in whose behalf a support order has been issued or modified in the 
State. In either case such withholding must occur without the need for any amendment to the support 
order involved or for any further action {other than those actions required under this part) by the court or 
other entity whlch Issued such order. 

(3)(A) The Income of a noncustodial parent shall be subject to such withholding, regardless of whether 
support payments by such parent are in arrears, in the case of a support order being enforced under this 
part that Is Issued or modified on or after the first day of the 25th month beginning after October 13, 1988, 
on the effective date of the order; except that such Income shall not be subject to such withholding under 
this subparagraph in any case where (i) one of the parties demonstrates, and the court {or administrative 
process) finds, that there is good cause not to require immediate income withholding, or (ii) a written 
agreement is reached between both parties which provides for an alternative arrangement. 

(B) The income of a noncustodial parent shall become subject to such withholding, in the case of 
income not subject to withholding under subparagraph (A}, on the date on which the payments which the 
noncustodial parent has failed to make under a support order are at least equal to the support payable for 
one month or, if earlier, and without regard to whether there is an arrearage, the earliest of-

{i) the date as of which the noncustodial parent requests thal such withholding begin, 
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(ii) the date as of which the custodial parent requests that such withholding begin, if the State 
determines, in accordance with such procedures and standards as it may establish, that the request 
should be approved, or 

(iii) such earlier date as the State may select. 

(4){A) Such withholding must be carried out in full compliance with all procedural due process 
requitements ofthe Stale, and the State must send notice to each noncustodial parent to whom 
paragraph (1) applies-

(!) that the withholding has commenced; and 
(Ii) of the procedures to follow if the noncustodial parent desires to contest such withholding on the 

grounds that the withholding or the amount withheld is improper due to a mistake of fact. 

(B) The notice under subparagraph (A) of this paragraph shall Include the Information provided to the 
employer under paragraph (6)(A). 

(5) Such withholding must be administered by the State through the State disbursement unit established 
pursuant lo section 654b of this title, in accordance with the requirements of section 654b of this title. 

(6)(A)(i) The employer of any noncustodial parent to whom paragraph (1) applies, upon being given 
notice as described In clause {U), must be requited to withhold from such noncustodial parent's income the 
amount specified by such notice (which may include a fee, established by the State, to be paid to the 
employer unless waived by such employer) and pay such amount (after deducting and retaining any 
portion thereof which represents the fee so established) to the State disbursement unit within 7 business 
days after the date the amounl would (but for this subsection) have been paid or credited lo the employee, 
for distribution in accordance with this part. The employer shall wilhhotd funds as directed In the notice, 
except that when an employer receives an income withholding order Issued by another State, the 
employer shall apply the income withholding law of the State of the obligor's principal place of employment 
in determining. 

(I) the employer's fee for processing an income withholding order; 
(II) the maximum amount permitted to be withheld from the obligor's income·, 
(Ill) the time periods within which the employer must implement the income withholding order and 

forward the child support payment; 
{IV) the priorities for withholding and allocating income withheld fot multiple child support obligees; 

and 
(V) any withholding terms or conditions not specified in the order. 

An employer who complies with an income withholding notice that is regular on its face shall not be 
subject to civil liability to any Individual or agency for conduct in compliance with the notice. 

(ii) The notice given to the employer shall be in a standard format prescribed by the Secretary, and 
contain only such Information as may be necessary for the employer to comply with the withholding order. 

(iii) As used in this subparagraph, the term "business day" means a day on which State offices are open 
for regular business. 

(B) Methods must be established by the Slate to simplify the withholding process for employers to the 
greatest extent possible, including permitting any employer to combine all withheld amounts Into a single 
payment to each appropriate agency or entity (with the portion thereof which is attributable to each 
individual employee being separately designated}. 

(C) The employer must be held liable to the State for any amount which such employer fails to withhold 
from income due an employee fottowlng receipt by such employer of proper notice under subparagraph 
(A), but such employer shall not be required to vary the normal pay and disbursement cycles in order to 
comply with this paragraph. 

(D) Provision must be made for the Imposition of a fine against any employer who-
(i) discharges from employment, refuses to employ, or takes disciplinary action against any 

noncustodial parent subject to income wilhholding required by this subsection because of the existence 
of such withholding and the obligations or additional obligations which It imposes upon the employer. or 

{ii) falls to withhold support from Income or to pay such amounts to the State disbursement unit in 
accordance with this subsection. 

(7} Support collection under this subsection must be given priority over any other legal process under 
State law against the same income. 

(8) For purposes of subsection (a) of this section and this subsection, the term "income" means any 
periodic form of payment due to an individual, regardless of source, including wages, salaries, 
commissions, bonuses, worker's compensation, disability, payments pursuant to a pension or retirement 
program, and interest. 

{9) The Slate must extend its withholding system under this subsection so that such system will include 
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withholding from income derived within such State in cases where the applicable support orders were 
issued In other States, in order to assure that child support owed by noncustodial parents in such State or 
any other State will be collected without regard to the residence of the child for whom the support is 
payable or of such child's custodial parent. 

(10) Provision must be made for terminating withholding. 
(11) Procedures under which the agency administering the State plan approved under this part may 

execute a withholding order without advance notice to the obligor, including issuing the withholding order 
through electronic means. 

(c) Expedited procedures 
The procedures specified In this subsection are the following: 

(1) Administrative action by Stat& agency 
Procedures which give the State agency the authority to take the followJng actions relating to 

establishment of paternity or to establishment, modification, or enforcement or support orders, without lhe 
necessity of obtaining an order from any other judicial or administrative tribunal, and to recognize and 
enrorce the authority of State agencies of other States to take the following actions: 

(A) Genetic testing 
To order genetic testing for the purpose or paternity establishment as provided in subsection (a)(5) of 

this section. 

(6) Financial or other Information 
To subpoena any financial or other information needed to establish, modify, or enforce a support 

order, and to Impose penalties for failure to respond lo such a subpoena. 

(C) ResponS& to State agency request 
To require all entitles in the State (including for-profit, nonprofit, and governmental employers) to 

provide promptly. in response to a request by the State agency of th~t or any other State administering 
a program under this part, information on the employment, compensation, and benefits of any Individual 
employed by such entity as an employee or contractor, and to sanction failure to respond to eny such 
request. 

(0) Access to Information contained in certain records 
To obtain access, subject to safeguards on privacy and information security, and subject to the 

nonliability of entities that afford such access under this subparagraph, to information contained in the 
following records (including automated access. in the case of records maintained in automated data 
bases).· 

{i) Records of other State and rocal government agencies, including­
(1) vital statistics (including records of marriage, birth, and divorce); 
(II) State and local tax and revenue records (Including Information on residence address, 

employer, income and assets): 
{Ill) records concerning real and titled personal property; 
(IV} records of occupational and professional licenses, and records concerning the ownership 

and control of corporations, partnerships, and other business entities; 
(V) employment security records; 
(VI) records of agencies administering public assistance programs; 
(VII) records of the motor vehicle department; and 
(VIII) corrections records. 

(ii) Certain records held by private entities with respect to individuals who owe or are owed support 
(or against or with respect to whom a support obligation is sought). consisting of-

(1} the names and addresses of such individuals and the names and addresses of the employers 
of such individuals, as appearing in customer records of public utilities and cable tefevision 
companies, pursuant to an administrative subpoena authorized by subparagraph (B); and 

(II) Information (including information on assets and liabilities) on such individuals held by 
financial Institutions. 

{E) Change In payee 
In cases in which support is subject to an assignment in order to comply with a requirement imposed 

pursuant to part A of this subchapler, part E of this subchapter, or section 1396k of this 1iUe, or to a 
requirement to pay through the State disbursement unit established pursuant to section 654b of this 
title, upon providing notice to obligor and obrigee. to direct the obfigor or other payor to change the 
payee to the appropriate government entity. 
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(F) Income withholding 
To order Income withholding in accordance with subsections (a}(1)(A) and (b) of this section. 

(G) Securing assets 
In cases in which there is a support arrearage, to secure assets to satisfy any current support 

obligation and the arrearage by· 
(i) Intercepting or seizing periodic or lump·sum payments from-

(1) a Stale or local agency, including unemployment compensation, workers' compensation, and 
other benefits; and 

(II) judgments, settlements. and lotteries; 

(Ii) attaching and seizing assets of the obligor held In financial Institutions: 
(iii) attaching pubUc and private retirement funds: and 
(iv) imposing liens in accordance with subsection (a)(4) of this section and, in appropriate cases, to 

force sale of property and distribution of proceeds. 

(H) Increase monthly payments 
For the purpose of securing overdue support, to increase the amount of monthly support payments to 

include amounts for arrearages, subject to such conditions or limitations as the State may provide. 

Such procedures shall be subject to due process safeguards, Including (as appropriate) requirements for 
notice, opportunity to contest the action, and opportunity for an appeal on the record to an independent 
administrative or judicial tribunal. · 

(2) Substantive and procedural rules 
The expedited procedures required under subsection (a)(2) of this section shall include the following 

rules and authority, applicable with respect to all proceedings to establish paternity or to establish, modify, 
or enforce support orders: 

(A) Locator Information; presumptions concerning notice 
Procedures under which· 

{i) each party to any paternity or child support proceeding is required {subject to privacy 
safeguards) to file with the State case registry upon entry of an order, and to update as appropriate, 
information on location and identity of the party, including social security number, residential and 
mailing addresses, telephone number, driver's license number, and name, address, and telephone 
number of employer; and 

(ii) in any subsequent child support enforcement action between the parties, upon sufficient 
showing that diligent effort has been made to ascertain the location of such a party, the court or 
administrative agency of competent jurisdiction shall deem State due process requirements for notice 
and service of process to be met with respect to the party, upon dellvery of written notice to the most 
recent residential or employer address fifed with the State case registry pursuant to clause (i). 

{B) Statewide Jurisdiction 
Procedures under which-

{i) the State agency and any administrative or Judicial tribunal with authority to hear child support 
and paternity cases exerts statewide jurisdiction over the parties; and 

(ii} in a State in which orders are issued by courts or administrative tribunals, a case may be 
transferred between local jurisdictions in the State without need tor any additional filing by the 
petitioner, or service of process upon the respondent. to retain jufisdiction over the parties. 

(3) Coordlnation with ERJSA 
Notwithstanding subsection (d) of section 514 of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 

[29 U.S.C. 1144(d)) (relating to effect on other laws), nothing in this subsection shall be construed to alter, 
amend, modify. invalidate, impair, or supersede subsections (a), (b), and (c) of such section S14 (29 
U.S.C. 1144(a)-(c)J as It applies with respect to any procedure referred to in paragraph (1) and any 
expedited procedure referred to in paragraph (2), except to the extent that such procedure would be 
consistent with the requirements of section 206(d)(3) of such Act (29 U.S.C. 1056(d)(3)] {relating to 
qualified domestic relations orders) or the requirements of section 609(a) of such Act [29 U.S.C. 1169(a)] 
(relating to qualified medical child support orders) if the reference in such section 206{d)(3) to a domestic 
relations order and the reference in such section 609(a) to a medical chifd support order were a reference 
to a support order referred to in paragraphs (1) and (2) relating to the same matters, respectively. 

(d) Exemption of States 
If a State demonstrates to the satisfaction of the Secretary, through the pre.sentation to the Secretary of 
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such data pertaining to caseloads, processing times, administrative costs, and average support 
collections, and such other data or estimates as the Secretary may specify, that the enactment of any law or 
the use of any procedure or procedures required by or pursuant to this section will not Increase the 
effectiveness and efficiency of the State child support enforcement program, the Secretary may exempt the 
State, subject to the Secretary's continuing review and to termination of the exemption should circumstances 
change, from the requirement to enact lhe law or use the procedure or procedures involved. 

(e) "Overdue support" defined 
For purposes of this section, the term "overdue support" means the amount of a delinquency pursuant to 

an obligation determined under a court order. or an order of an administrative process established under 
State law, for support and maintenance of a minor child which is owed to or on behalf of such child, or for 
support and maintenance of the noncustodial parent's spouse (or former spouse) with whom the child is 
living if and to the extent that spousal support {with respect to such sPouse or fol'mer spouse) would be 
included for purposes or section 654(4) of this title. Al the option of the State, overdue support may Include 
amounts which otherwise meet the definition in the first sentence of this subsection but which are owed to or 
on behalf or a child who Is not a minor child. The option to Include support owed to children who are not 
minors shall apply Independently to each procedure specified under this section. 

(f) Uniform Interstate Family Support Act 
In order lo satisfy section 654(20)(A) of this title. on and after January 1, 1998, each State must have In 

effect the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act. as approved by the American Bar Association on February 
9, 1993, and as in effect on August 22, 1996, including any amendments officially adopted as of such date 
by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws. 

(g) Laws voiding fraudulent transfers 
In order to satisfy section 654(20)(A) of this title, each State must have in effect• 

(1}(A) the Uniform Fraudulent Conveyance Act of 1981; 
(B} the Uniform Fraudulent Transfer Act of 1984; or 
(C) another law, specifying indicia of fraud which create a prlma facie case that a debtor transferred 

income or property to avoid payment to a child support creditor, which the Secretary finds affords 
comparable rights to child support creditors; and 

(2) procedures under which, in any case in which the State knows of a transfer by a child support debtor 
with respect to which such a prlma facie case is established, lhe State must-

(A) seek to void such transfer; or 
(B) obtain a settlement in the best interests of the child support creditor. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, §466, as added Pub. L. 98-378, §3(b), Aug. 16, 1984, 98 Stat. 1306; 
amended Pub. L. 99-509, title IX, §9103(a), Oct. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 1973: Pub. L. 100-485, title I, §§101 
(a), (b), 103(c), 111{b), (e), Oct. 13, 1988, 102 Stat. 2344- 2346. 2349, 2350; Pub. L. 100-647, title VIII, 
§8105(4), Nov. 10, 1988, 102 Stat. 3797: Pub. L. 103-66, title XIII, §13721(b), Aug. 10, 1993, 107 Stat. 
659: Pub. L 103-432, title 11, §212(a), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 4460; Pub. L. 104-193, title I, §108(c)(14), 
(15), title Ill, §§301(c)(3), (4), 314,315,317,321,323, 325(a). 331(a), 351,364, 365, 367-369, 372, 373, 
382. 395(d)(1)(H), (2)(D), Aug. 22, 1996, 110 Stat. 2166, 2200, 2212, 2214, 2220-2222, 2224, 2227, 2239, 
2249-2251, 2254, 2255, 2257, 2259, 2260; Pub. L. 105-33, title V, §§5532(i){2), 5536-5539, 5544, 5550(a), 
5551, 5556(a), (e), Aug. 5, 1997. 111 Stat. 627, 629-631, 633, 634, 637; Pub. L. 105-200, title IV, §§401(c) 
(1). 404(a), 406{a), July 16. 1998, 112 Stat. 661 • 671: Pub. L. 106-169. title IV, §401(f), (m). (n), Dec. 14, 
1999, 113 Stat. 1858, 1859; Pub. L. 109-171, title VII, §§7301(9), 7302(a), 7307(a)(1), (2)(A)(li), Feb. 8, 
2006, 120 Stat. 145. 146; Pub. L. 113-183, title Ill, §301(f)(1), Sept. 29. 2014, 128 Slat. 1944.) 

AMENDMENT OF SUBSECTION (F) 
Pub. L. 113-183, title Ill, §301(()(1), (3)(A). Sept. 29, 2014, 128 Stat. 1944, 1945, provided that. effective 

with respect to the grace periods provided to States (see Effective Date of 2014 Amendment note below), 
subsection (/) of this section is amended as foflows: 

(1) by striking "on and after January 1, 1998, "; 
(2) by striking "and as in effect on August 22, 1996, "; and 
(3) by slriking "adopted as of such date" and inserting "adopted as of September 30, 2008". 
See 2014 Amendment note below. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 
Sections 401(b} and 401(c)(3) of the Child Support Performance and Incentive Act of 1998, 

Pub. L. 105-200, referred to in subsec. (a)(19}(A), (B)(ii), are set out as notes under sections 651 
and 652 of this title, respectively. Sections 401 (e) and 401 (f) of the Act, referred to in subsec. (a) 
( 19)(A). are set out in a note under section 1169 of Titre 29, Labor. 
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Statement of Lindsay Beaver, Legislative Counsel from the Uniform Law Commission, to the House State 
Affairs Committee in support of HB 106 - Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (2008) 

Chairman Lynn and Members of the Committee: 

The Uniform Law Commission (ULC) has a long history of developing uniform acts intended to reduce the diversity 
of child support and family maintenance law and ensure the recognition and enforcement of child support orders. 

Since 1998, the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA) has been the law of every state in the country, 
including Alaska. Since its initial adoption in 1992, UIFSA has provided universal and uniform rules for the 
enforcement of family support orders in the states, and has served as the basis for interstate establishment and 
enforcement of support obligations. UIFSA is used daily in the numerous interstate cases which are processed 
through the child support system in the United States, and is familiar to attorneys, judges, and support case 
workers. 

In an age of globalization, the international expansion of consistent rules for enforcement of child support, such as 
those provided under UIFSA, seems a natural development and one which the ULC believes will be advantageous 
to American citizens both domestically and internationally. In 2007, the United States signed the Hague 
Convention on the International Recovery of Child Support and Other Forms of Family Maintenance. The 
Convention will provide a mechanism whereby support orders of tribunals of the United States will be recognized 
and enforced in other countries. Although tribunals in the United States, as a general matter, already recognize 
and enforce the orders of foreign tribunals, the reverse is not always the case. 

In time, it is anticipated that the Convention will achieve a high level of integration with many other countries. This 
will help assure acceptance of American orders in other lands. No longer will American citizens have to re-litigate 
support matters in a distant country or forego support altogether. 

The establishment, enforcement, and modification of family support are basically matters of state law. Thus, UIFSA 
was deemed a logical vehicle for implementing the provisions of the Convention. The ULC was well positioned to 
carry out this approach because of its experience with the subject matter and its mission of fostering uniformity in 
state law. 

The ULC worked closely with family law practitioners, family court judges, state and national child support 
organizations, and representatives from the federal government to draft amendments that would implement the 
Convention provisions without imposing burdensome changes to existing state practices. Accordingly, the 
changes made to UIFSA in 2008 were limited to only those necessary to accommodate the Convention. 

Congress, via the 2014 Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act, is now requiring that all states 
update their version of UIFSA to reflect changes made to the act by the ULC as of 2008. Specifically, the new 
federal law requires that all states enact the 2008 version of UIFSA by the end of their 2015 legislative session in 
order to continue receiving federal funds supporting state child support programs. 

Recognizing the importance of the changes for international child support orders, twelve states have already 
enacted UIFSA 2008. It is expected that all remain ing states will enact the updated version of UIFSA during this 
legislative session. 

I urge your support of HB 106 to update Alaska's version of UIFSA. Doing so will improve the enforcement of 
Alaska's and other American child support orders abroad, ensuring that more children resid ing in the United States 
will receive the financial support due from parents, wherever the parents reside. 

Please let me know if you would like further information. 



Nancy Manly 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Mills, Cori M (LAW) <cori.mills@alaska.gov> 
Friday, February 27, 2015 1:21 PM 
LAA Legal 
Nancy Manly; Peterson, Darwin R (GOV) 
Message for Kate Glover on HB 106 
UIFSA aml 2-27-15 1245 pm.pdf; HB 106 with am changes 2-27-15 1245pm.pdf 

Kate, as we discussed this morning, attached is a document showing the changes that the federal office requested in 
amendment format. I have also included a pdf with handwritten changes. The highlighted changes in the document are 
those that we did not include in the amendment (mainly the changes to Article 7 and the renumbering of the definitions 
and subsequent sections per our discussion). 

Please feel free to contact me at 957-3224 this weekend, or Susan Pollard at 465-2168, if you would like to discuss 
anything or have us review any changes. 

I have also cc'd Nancy Manly on this email so she knows what we are sending you. (Nancy, these documents are 
probably not helpful to the committee as a whole. These will be integrated into the CS, and we can discuss the changes 
through that document.) 

Thanks again! 

Cori Mills 
Assistant Attorney General 
Department of Law 
P.O. Box 110300 
Juneau, AK 99811-0300 
(907) 465-2132 
cori.mills@alaska.gov 
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AMENDMENT 

OFFERED 

TO: HB 106 

1 Page 7, line 3, following "In": 

2 Insert "such" 

3 

4 Renumber the following bill sections accordingly. 

5 

6 Page 16, line 24: 

7 Following "send": 

8 Delete "written" 

9 Insert "[WRITTEN]" 

10 Following "notice": 

11 Insert "in a record" 

12 

13 Pagel8,lines4-5: 

BY 

AM-1 
2/27/2015 

Pollard 
12:45 pm 

--------

14 Delete: "an initiating tribunal or the state information agency of the initiating state" 

15 Insert: "another state or a foreign country [ AN INITIATING TRIBUNAL OR THE 

16 STATE INFORMATION AGENCY OF THE INITIATING STATE]" 

17 

18 Page 20, line 14, following "testify": 

19 Insert "under penalty of perjury" 

20 

21 Page 21, line 24: 

22 Delete "child" 
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1 Insert "[CHILD]" 

2 

3 Page21,line26: 

4 Delete "child" 

5 Insert "[CHILD]" 

6 

7 Page 22, following line 10: 

8 Insert a new bill section to read: 

9 "* Sec. 52. AS 25.25.401(c) is amended to read: 

10 "(c) If a spousal support order entitled to recognition under this chapter has not 

11 been issued, a responding superior court of this state may issue a spousal support order if 

12 (1) the individual seeking the order resides outside this [IN ANOTHER] 

13 state; or 

14 (2) the support enforcement agency seeking the order is located outside 

15 this [IN ANOTHER] state." 

16 

17 Renumber the following bill sections accordingly. 

18 

19 Page 23, line 13: 

20 Delete: "orders" 

21 Insert: "obligees [ORDERS]" 

22 

23 Page 31, following line 7: 

24 Insert a new bill section to read: 

25 "* Sec. 80. AS 25.25.613(b) is amended to read: 

26 "(b) A tribunal of this state exercising jurisdiction as provided in this section shall 

27 apply the provisions of AS 25 .25.101 - 25.25.209 and 25.25.601 - 25.25.614 to the 

28 enforcement or modification proceeding. AS 25.25.301 - 25.25.507, 25.25.702 -

29 25.25.714 [25.25.701], 25.25.801, and 25.25.802 do not apply, and the tribunal shall 

30 apply the procedural and substantive law of this state." 

31 
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1 Renumber the following bill sections accordingly. 

2 

3 Page 31, line 26: 

4 Delete "repealed and reenacted" 

5 Insert "amended by adding new sections" 

6 

7 Page 32, lines 12 - 18: 

8 Delete all material and insert: 

9 "(A) means an agreement for support in a record that 

10 (i) is enforceable as a support order in the country of 

11 ongm; 

12 (ii) has been formally drawn up or registered as an 

13 authentic instrument by a foreign tribunal or authenticated by, or 

14 concluded, registered, or filed with a foreign tribunal; and 

15 (iii) may be reviewed and modified by a foreign tribunal; 

16 and" 

17 Page 32, line 23: 

18 Delete all material. 

19 

20 Renumber the following bill sections accordingly. 

21 

22 Page 32, line 25 : 

23 Following "In" 

24 Insert "such" 

25 

26 Page 40, line 3: 

27 Following "25.25 .301(b),": 

28 Delete "and" 

29 Following "25 .25.401(c)": 

30 Insert", and 25 .25 .701" 

31 
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1 Page 40, following line 17" 

2 Insert a new paragraph to read: 

3 "(l) heading of art. 4 of AS 25.25 from "Establishment of Support Order" 

4 to "Establishment of Support Order or Determination of Parentage"" 

5 

6 Renumber the following paragraphs accordingly. 

7 

8 Page 41, following line 4: 

9 Insert a new paragraph to read: 

10 "(10) catch line for AS 25.25.401 from "Complaint to establish support 

11 order" to "Establishment of support order";" 

12 

13 Renumber the following paragraphs accordingly. 

14 

15 

16 Page 41, line 9: 

17 Delete "Section 88" 

18 Insert "Section 89" 

19 

20 Page 41, line 10: 

21 Delete "sec. 90" 

22 Insert "sec. 91" 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 106 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE- FIRST SESSION 

BY THE HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR 

Introduced: 2/11/15 
Referred: State Affairs, Judiciary 

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

29-GHI897\A 

1 "An Act relating to the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act, including jurisdiction 

2 by tribunals of the state, registration and proceedings related to support orders from 

3 other state tribunals, foreign support orders, foreign tribunals, and certain persons 

4 residing in foreign countries; relating to determination of parentage of a child; and 

5 providing for an effective date." 

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

7 * Section 1. AS 25.25.101 is amended to read: 

8 Sec. 2S.25.101. Definitions. In this chapter, 

9 (1) "child" means an individual, whether over or under the age of 

10 majority, who is or is alleged to be owed a duty of support by the individual's parent or 

11 who is or is alleged to be the beneficiary of a support order directed to the parent; 

12 (2) "child support order" means a support order for a child, including a 

13 child who has attained the age of majority under the law of the issuing state or foreign 
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country; 

(3) "conventionl' . means the Convention on the International 

Recovery of Child Support and Other Forms of Family Maintenance, concluded at 

The Hague on November 23, 2007; 

ffi "duty of support" means an obligation imposed or imposable by 

law to provide support for a child, spouse, or former spouse, including an unsatisfied 

obligation to provide support; 

(5) "foreign country" means a country, including a political 

subdivision thereof, other than the United States, that authorizes the issuance of 

support orders and 

(A) that has been declared under the law of the United States 

to be a foreign reciprocating country; 

(B) that has established a reciprocal arrangement for child 

support with this state as g,rovided in AS 25'.25.308; 

(C) that has enacted a law or established procedures for the 

issuance and enforcement of support orders that are substantially similar to 

the procedures under this chapter; or 

(D) in which the convention is in force with respect to the 

United States; 

(6) "foreign support order" means a support order of a foreign 

tribunal; 

(7) "foreign tribunal" means a court, administrative agency, or 

quasi-judicial entity of a foreign country that is authorized to establish, enforce, or 

modify support orders or to determine parentage of a child; the term "foreign 

tribunal" includes a competent authority under the convention; 

.(fil [(4)] "home state" means the state or the foreign country in which 

a child lived with a parent or a person acting as a parent for at least six consecutive 

months immediately preceding the time of filing of a complaint or comparable 

pleading for support and, if a child is less than six months old, the state or the foreign 

country in which the child lived from birth with a parent or person acting as a parent; 

a period of temporary absence of a parent or person acting as a parent is counted as 

part of the six-month or other period; 
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!2} [(5)] "income" includes earnings or other periodic entitlements to 

money from any source and any other property subject to withholding for support 

under the law of this state; 

!!fil [(6)] "income withholding order" means an order or other legal 

process directed to an obligor, an obligor's employer, an obligor's future employer, or 

another person, political subdivision, or department of the state, under AS 25.27 to 

withhold support from the income of the obligor under AS 25.27; 

fill [(7) "INITIATING STATE" MEANS A STATE FROM WIDCH 

A PROCEEDING IS FORWARDED OR IN WHICH A PROCEEDING IS FILED 

FOR FORWARDING TO A RESPONDING STATE UNDER THIS CHAPTER OR 

A LAW OR PROCEDURE SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR TO THIS CHAPTER, OR 

UNDER A LAW OR PROCEDURE SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR TO THE 

UNIFORM RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ACT OR THE 

REVISED UNIFORM RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ACT; 

(8)] "initiating tribunal" means the [AUTHORIZED] tribunal of a [IN 

AN INITIATING] state or foreign country from which a complaint or comparable 

pleading is forwarded or in which a complaint or comparable pleading is filed for 

forwarding to another state or foreign country; 

(12) "issuing foreign country" means the foreign country in which a 

tribunal issues a support order or a judgment determining parentage of a child; 

!Y} [; (9)] "issuing state" means the state in which a tribunal issues a 

support order or [RENDERS] a judgment determining parentage of a child; 

!lil [(10)) "issuing tribunal" means the tribunal of a state or a foreign 

country that issues a support order or [RENDERS] a judgment determining parentage 

of a child; 

ilfil [(11)] "law" includes decisional and statutory law and rules and 

regulations having the force of law; 

HB0106a 

ilfil [(12)] "obligee" means 

(A) an individual to whom a duty of support is or is alleged to 

be owed or in whose favor a support order [HAS BEEN ISSUED] or a 

judgment determining parentage of a child has been issued [RENDERED]; 

(B) a foreign country, state~ or political subdivision of a state 
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to which the rights under a duty of support or support order have been assigned 

or that has independent claims based on financial assistance provided to an 

individual obligee in place of child support; [OR] 

(C) an individual seeking a judgment determining parentage of 

the individual's child; or 

that is a creditor in a under 

8 1!1} [(13)] "obligor" means an individual or the estate of a decedent 

9 !!!!![WHO] 

10 

11 
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(A) owes or is alleged to owe a duty of support; 

(B) is alleged but has not been adjudicated to be a parent of a 

child; [OR] 

(C) is liable under a support order; or 1~?... 

Q)) is a debtor in a. proceeding. under AS 2S.2S:ffl. -

~ ~ S-~; 

(181 "outside this state'' means a location in another state or a 

country other than the United States, whether or not the country is a foreign 

country; 

(19) "person" means an individual, corporation, business trust, 

estate, trust, partnership, limited liability company, association, joint venture, public 

corporation, government or governmental subdivision, agency, or instrumentality, or 

any other legal or commercial entity; 

(20) "record" means information that is inscribed on a tangible 

medium or that is stored in an electronic or other medium and is retrievable in 

perceivable form; 

!Ill [(14)] "register" means to file in a tribunal of this state a support 

order or judgment detennining parentage of. a child issued in another state or a 

foreign country [WITH A REGISTERING TRIBUNAL]; 

(22} [(15)] "registering tribunal" means the tribunal in which a support 

order or judgment determining parentage of a child is registered; 

(23} [(16)] "responding state" means a state in which a complaint or 

comparable pleading for support or to determine parentage of a child 
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[PROCEEDING] is filed or to which a complaint or comparable pleading 

[PROCEEDING] is forwarded for filing from another [AN INITIATING] state fil: 

foreign country [UNDER THIS CHAPTER OR A LAW OR PROCEDURE 

SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR TO TIIlS CHAPTER, OR UNDER A LAW OR 

PROCEDURE SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR TO THE UNIFORM RECIPROCAL 

ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ACT OR THE REVISED UNIFORM 

RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ACT); 

(24) [(17)) "responding tribunal" means the authorized tribunal in a 

responding state or foreign country; 

(25) [(18)) "spousal support order" means a support order for a spouse 

or fonner spouse of the obligor; 

{26) [(19)) "state" means a state of the United States, the District of 

Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, or any 

territory or insular possession subject to the jurisdiction of the United States; the term 

"state" includes an Indian nation or tribe [AND A FOREIGN JURISDICTION THAT 

HAS ENACTED A LAW OR ESTABLISHED PROCEDURES FOR ISSUANCE 

AND ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ORDERS THAT ARE SUBSTANTIALLY 

SIMILAR TO THE PROCEDURES UNDER TIIlS CHAPTER OR UNDER THE 

UNIFORM RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ACT OR THE 

REVISED UNIFORM RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ACT]; 

{27} [(20)) "support enforcement agency" means a public official.s 

governmental entity, or private agency authorized to [SEEK] 

HB0106a 

(A) seek enforcement of support orders or laws relating to the 

duty of support; 

(B) ~ establishment or modification of child support orders; 

(C) request determination of parentage of a child; [OR) 

(D) attempt to locate [THE LOCATION OF] obligors or their 

assets; or 

(E} request determination of the controlling child support 

order; 

(28) [(21)] "support order" means a judgment, decree, [OR] order, 
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decision, or directive, whether temporary, final, or subject to modification, issued in 

a state or a foreign country for the benefit of a child, a spouse, or a former spouse, 

that provides for monetary support, health care, arrearages, retroactive support, or 

reimbursement for financial assistance provided to ao individual obligee in place 

of child support; the term "support order" [, AND] may include related costs and 

fees, interest, income withholding, automatic adiustment, reasonable attorney fees, 

and other relief; 

{29} [(22)] "tribunal" means a court, administrative agency, or quasi­

judicial entity authorized to establish, enforce, or modify support orders or to 

determine parentage of a child. 

* Sec. 2. AS 25.25.102 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 

(b) The child support services agency under AS 25.27.010 is the support 

enforcement agency of this state. 

* Sec. 3. AS 25.25.103 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.103. Remedies cumulative. Remedies provided by this chapter are 

cumulative and do not affect the availability of remedies under other law or the 

recognition of a support order on the basis of comity. 

* Sec. 4. AS 25.25.103 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 

(b) This chapter does not 

(1) provide the exclusive method of establishing or enforcing a support 

order under the law of this state; or 

(2) grant a tribunal of this state jurisdiction to render judgment or issue an 

order relating to child custody or visitation in a proceeding under this chapter. 

* Sec. 5. AS 25.25 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

HB106 

Sec. 25.25.104. Application of this chapter to resident of foreign country and 

foreign support proceeding. (a) A tribunal of this state shall apply AS 25.25.101 -
-:+61,. 11 i../. 

25.25.616 and, as applicable, AS 25.25.701 - 25.25.713, to a support proceeding involving 

( 1) a foreign support order; 

(2) a foreign tribunal; or 

(3) an obligee, obligor, or child residing in a foreign country. 

(b) A tribunal of this state that is requested to recognize and enforce a support 

order on the basis of comity may apply the procedural and substantive provisions of 
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AS 25.25.101 - 25.25.6-n·-z_. 7'/t,/ 
(c) .· ·. . · - 25.25.m apply only to a support proceeding under the 

~14.t - 7(>~ r(JI 
c~nventio . In~ proc · ding, if a provisi1t>f AS 25Jfj.01 - 25.25. 7f~ is inconsistent 

with AS 2 .. · . - 25.25.616, AS 25.25.701 - 25.25.713 controls. 

* Sec. 6. AS 25.25.201 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.201. Bases for jurisdiction over nonresident. In a proceeding to 

establish ,ru: [,] enforce [, OR MODIFY] a support order or to determine parentage of a 

child, a tribunal of this state may exercise personal jurisdiction over a nonresident 

individual or the individual's guardian or conservator if 

( l) the individual is personally served with a citation, summons, or 

notice within this state; 

(2) the individual submits to the jurisdiction of this state by consent !11 
a record, by entering a general appearance, or by filing a responsive document having 

the effect of waiving any contest to personal jurisdiction; 

(3) the individual resided with the child in this state; 

(4) the individual resided in this state and provided prenatal expenses 

or support for the child; 

(5) the child resides in this state as a result of the acts or directives of 

the individual; 

(6) the individual engaged in sexual intercourse in this state and the 

child may have been conceived by that act of intercourse; 

(7) the individual acknowledged parentage of a child in a writing 

deposited with the Bureau of Vital Statistics under AS 25.20.050; or 

(8) there is another basis consistent with the constitutions of this state 

and the United States for the exercise of personal jurisdiction. 

* Sec. 7. AS 25.25.201 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 

(b) The bases of personal jurisdiction set out in ( a) of this section or in any other 

law of this state may not be used to acquire personal jurisdiction for a tribunal of this state 

to modify a child support order of another state unless the requirements of AS 25.25.611 

are met, or in the case of a foreign support order, unless the requirements of AS 25.25.615 

are met. 

* Sec. 8. AS 25.25.202 is repealed and reenacted to read: 
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1 Sec, 25.25,202. Duration of personal jurisdiction. Personal jurisdiction 

2 acquired by a tribunal of this state in a proceeding under this chapter or other law of this 

3 state relating to a support order continues as long as a tribunal of this state has continuing, 

4 exclusive jurisdiction to modify its order or continuing jurisdiction to enforce its order as 

5 provided by AS 25.25.205, 25.25.206, and 25.25.281. 

6 * Sec. 9. AS 25.25.203 is amended to read: 

7 Sec. 25.25.203. Initiating and responding tribunal of this state. Under this 

8 chapter, a tribunal of this state may serve as an initiating tribunal to forward 

9 proceedings to a tribunal of another state and as a responding tribunal for proceedings 

10 initiated in another state or a foreign country. 

11 * Sec. 10. AS 25.25.204 is amended to read: 

12 Sec. 25.25.204. Simultaneous proceedings (IN ANOTHER STATE]. (a) A 

13 tribunal of this state may exercise jurisdiction to establish a support order if the 

14 complaint or comparable pleading is filed after a complaint or comparable pleading is 

15 filed in another state or a foreign country only if 

16 (I) the complaint or comparable pleading in this state is filed before 

17 the expiration of the time allowed in the other state or the foreign country for filing a 

18 responsive pleading challenging the exercise of jurisdiction by the other state fil:..!I!! 
19 foreign country; 

20 (2) the contesting party timely challenges the exercise of jurisdiction in 

21 the other state or the foreign country; and 

22 (3) if relevant, this state is the home state of the child. 

23 (b) A tribunal of this state may not exercise jurisdiction to establish a support 

24 order if the complaint or comparable pleading is filed before a complaint or 

25 comparable pleading is filed in another state or a foreign country if 

26 (1) the complaint or comparable pleading in the other state or the 

27 foreign country is filed before the expiration of the time allowed in this state for 

28 filing a responsive pleading challenging the exercise of jurisdiction by this state; 

29 (2) the contesting party timely challenges the exercise of jurisdiction in 

30 this state; and 

31 (3) if relevant, the other state or the foreign country is the home state 

32 of the child. 
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1 * Sec. 11. AS 25.25.205(a) is amended to read: 

2 (a) A tribunal of this state that has issued a child [ISSUING AJ support order 

3 consistent with the law of this state has and shall exercise continuing, exclusive 

4 jurisdiction to modify its [OVER AJ child support order if the order is the 

5 controlling order; and 

6 (1) at the time of the filing of a request for modification, [AS 

7 LONG AS) this state .i! [REMAINS) the residence of the obligor, the individual 

8 obligee, or the child for whose benefit the support order is issued; or 

9 (2) even if this state is not the residence of the obligor. the individual 

10 obligee, or the child for whose benefit the support order is issued, the parties consent 

11 in a record or in open court that the tribunal of this state may continue to exercise 

12 Jurisdiction to modify its order [UNTIL EACH INDIVIDUAL PARTY HAS FILED 

13 WRITTEN CONSENT WITH THE TRIBUNAL OF THIS ST ATE FOR A 

14 TRIBUNAL OF ANOTHER STATE TO MODIFY THE ORDER AND ASSUME 

15 CONTINUING, EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION). 

16 * Sec. 12. AS 25.25.205(b) is amended to read: 

17 (b) A tribunal of this state that has issued [ISSUING) a child support order 

18 consistent with the law of this state may not exercise [ITS) continuing, exclusive 

19 jurisdiction to modify the order if · 

20 (1) all of the parties who are individuals file consent in a record with 

21 the tribunal of this state that a tribunal of another state that has iurisdiction over at 

22 least one of the parties who is an individual or that is located in the state of residence 

23 of the child may modify the order and assume continuing, exclusive jurisdiction; or 

24 (2) its order is not the controlling order [THE ORDER HAS BEEN 

25 MODIFIED BY A TRIBUNAL OF ANOTHER STATE UNDER A LAW 

26 SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR TO THIS CHAPTER]. 

27 * Sec. 13. AS 25.25.205(c) is repealed and reenacted to read: 

28 (c) If a tribunal of another state that has issued a child support order under this 

29 chapter or a law substantially similar to this chapter that modifies a child support order of 

30 a tribunal of this state, tribunals of this state shall recognize the continuing, exclusive 

31 jurisdiction of the tribunal of the other state. 

32 * Sec. 14. AS 25.25.205(d) is repealed and reenacted to read: 

HB0106a -9- HB106 
New Text Underli'ned [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED] 



29-GH1897\A 

1 (d) A tribunal of this state that lacks continuing, exclusive jurisdiction to modify a 

2 child support order may serve as an initiating tribunal to request a tribunal of another state 

3 to modify a support order issued in that state. 

4 * Sec. 15. AS 25.25.206(a) is amended to read: 

5 (a) A tribunal of this state that has issued a child support order consistent 

6 .with the laws of this state may serve as an initiating tribunal to request a tribunal of 

7 another state to enforce 

8 · (I) the order if the order is the controlling order and has not been 

9 modified by a tribunal of another state that assumed jurisdiction under this chapter; 

.2t 10 

11 (2) a money judgment for arrears of support and interest on the 

12 order accrued before a determination that an order of a tribunal of another state is 

13 the controlling order [OR MODIFY A SUPPORT ORDER ISSUED IN THAT 

14 STATE]. 

15 * Sec. 16. AS 25.25.206(b) is amended to read: 

16 (b) A tribunal of this state having continuing [, EXCLUSIVE] jurisdiction 

17 over a support order may act as a responding tribunal to enforce [OR MODIFY] the 

18 order. [IF A PARTY SUBJECT TO THE CONTINUING, EXCLUSIVE 

19 JURISDICTION OF THE TRIBUNAL NO LONGER RESIDES IN THE ISSUING 

20 STATE, IN SUBSEQUENT PROCEEDINGS THE TRIBUNAL MAY APPLY 

21 AS 25.25.316 TO RECEIVE EVIDENCE FROM ANOTHER STATE AND 

22 AS 25.25.318 TO OBTAIN DISCOVERY THROUGH A TRIBUNAL OF 

23 ANOTHER STATE.] 

24 * Sec. 17. AS 25.25.207(b) is amended to read: 

25 (b) If a proceeding is brought under this chapter and two or more child support 

26 orders have been issued by tribunals of this state~ [OR] another state, or a foreign 

27 country with regard ~o the same obligor and!!!!!£ child, a tribunal of this state having 

28 personal iurisdiction over both the obligor and individual obligee shall apply the 

29 following rules and by order shall determine [IN DETERMINING] which order 

30 controls and must be recognized [TO RECOGNIZE FOR PURPOSES OF 

31 CONTINUING, EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION]: 

32 (1) if only one of the tribunals would have continuing, exclusive 
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1 jurisdiction under this chapter, the order of that tribunal is controlling and shall be 

2 recognized; 

3 (2) if more than one of the tribunals would have continuing, exclusive 

4 jurisdiction under this chapter, 

5 {Al an order issued by a tribunal in the current home state of 

6 the child controls; or 

7 !ID [SHALL BE RECOGNIZED, BUT,] if an order has not 

8 been issued in the current home state of the child, the order most recently 

9 issued controls [IS CONTROLLING AND SHALL BE RECOGNIZED]; 

10 (3) if none of the tribunals would have continuing, exclusive 

11 jurisdiction under this chapter, the tribunal of this state (HA YING JURISDICTION 

12 OVER THE PARTIES] shall issue a child support order, which controls [IS 

13 CONTROLLING AND SHALL BE RECOGNIZED]. 

14 * Sec. 18. AS 25.25.207(c) is amended to read: 

15 ( c) If two or more child support orders have been issued for the same obligor 

16 and ~ child, upon request of a party who is an individual or that is a support 

17 enforcement agency, [AND IF THE OBLIGOR OR THE INDIVIDUAL OBLIGEE 

18 RESIDES IN THIS STATE, A PARTY MAY REQUEST] a tribunal of this state 

19 having personal iurisdiction over both the obligor and the obligee who is an 

20 individual shall [TO] determine which order controls [AND SHALL BE 

21 RECOGNIZED] under (b) of this section. The request may be filed with a 

22 registration for enforcement or a registration for modification under 

23 AS 25.25.601 - 25.25.616 or may be filed as a separate proceeding [SHALL BE 

24 ACCOMPANIED BY A CERTIFIED COPY OF EVERY SUPPORT ORDER IN 

25 EFFECT. EVERY PARTY WHOSE RIGHTS MAY BE AFFECTED BY A 

26 DETERMINATION OF THE CONTROLLING ORDER SHALL BE GIVEN 

27 NOTICE OF THE REQUEST FOR THAT DETERMINA TIONJ. 

28 * Sec. 19. AS 25.25.207(d) is amended to read: 

29 (d) The tribunal that issued the controlling order [THAT SHALL BE 

30 RECOGNIZED AS CONTROLLING] under (a), (b), or (c) of this section (IS THE 

31 TRIBUNAL THAT] has continuing [, EXCLUSIVE] jurisdiction to the extent 
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1 provided in AS 25.25.205 or 25.25.206 [IN ACCORDANCE WITH AS 25.25.205]. 

2 * Sec. 20. AS 25.25.207(e) is amended to read: 

3 (e) A tribunal of this state that determines by order, which is [THE 

4 IDENTITY OF] the controlling child support order under (b)(l) or (2) or {cl of this 

5 section, or that issues a new controlling child support order under (b)(3) of this 

6 section, shall include in that order 

7 ill the basis upon which the tribunal made its determination.;, 

8 {2) the amount of prospective support, if any; and 

9 {3) the total amount of consolidated arrears and accrued interest, if 

10 any, under all of the orders after all payments made are credited as provided by 

11 AS 25.25.209. 

12 * Sec. 21. AS 25.25.207(f) is amended to read: 

13 (f) Within 30 days after issu&nce of the order determining which is [THE 

14 IDENTITY OF] the controlling order, the party obtaining that order shall file a 

15 certified copy of that order in [WITH] each tribunal that had issued or registered an 

16 earlier order of child support. Failure of the party or the support enforcement 

17 agency obtaining the order to file a certified copy as required under this subsection 

18 subjects that party to appropriate sanctions by a tribunal in which the issue of failure to 

19 file arises, but that failure has no effect on the validity or enforceability of the 

20 controlling order. 

21 * Sec. 22. AS 25.25.207 is amended by adding new subsections to read: 

22 (g) A request to determine which is the controlling order must be accompanied by 

23 a copy of every child support order in effect and the applicable record of payments. The 

24 requesting party shall give notice of the request to each party whose rights may be 

25 affected by the determination. 

26 (h) An order that has been determined to be the controlling order, or a judgment 

27 for consolidated arrears of support and interest, if any, made under this section must be 

28 recognized in proceedings under this chapter. 

29 * Sec. 23. AS 25.25.208 is amended to read: 

30 Sec. 25.25.208. Child [MULTIPLE CHILD] support orders for two or 

31 more obligees. In responding to [MULTIPLE] registrations or complaints for 

32 enforcement of two or more child support orders in effect at the same time with regard 
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1 to the same obligor and different individual obligees, when at least one of the orders 

2 was issued by a tribunal of another state or a foreign country, a tribunal of this state 

3 shall enforce those orders in the same manner as if the [ MULTIPLE] orders had been 

4 issued by a tribunal of this state. 

5 * Sec. 24. AS 25.25.209 is amended to read: 

6 Sec. 25.25.209. Credit for payments. A tribunal of this state shall credit 

7 amounts [AMOUNTS] collected [AND CREDITED] for a particular period under 

8 any child support order against the amounts owed for the same period under any 

9 other child support order for support of the same child [A SUPPORT ORDER] 

10 issued by a tribunal of this state, another state, or a foreign country [SHALL BE 

11 CREDITED AGAINST THE AMOUNTS ACCRUING OR ACCRUED FOR THE 

12 SAME PERIOD UNDER A SUPPORT ORDER ISSUED BY THE TRIBUNAL OF 

13 THIS STATE]. 

14 * Sec. 25. AS 25.25 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

15 Sec. 25.25.280. Application of this chapter to nonresident subject to 

16 personal jurisdiction. A tribunal of this state exercising personal jurisdiction over a 

17 nonresident in a proceeding under this chapter, under other law of this state relating to 

18 a support order, or recognizing a foreign support order may receive evidence from 

19 outside this state under AS 25.25.316, communicate with a tribunal outside this state 

20 under AS 25.25.317, and obtain discovery through a tribunal outside this state under 

21 AS 25.25.318. In all other respects, AS 25.25.301 - 25.25.616 do not apply and the 

22 tribunal shall apply the procedural and substantive law of this state. 

23 Sec. 2S.25.281. Continuing, exclusive jurisdiction to modify spousal 

24 support order. (a) A tribunal of this state issuing a spousal support order consistent 

25 with the law of this state has continuing, exclusive jurisdiction to modify the spousal 

26 support order throughout the existence of the support obligation. 

27 (b) A tribunal of this state may not modify a spousal support order issued by a 

28 tribunal of another state or a foreign country having continuing, exclusive jurisdiction 

29 over that order under the law of that state or foreign country. 

30 ( c) A tribunal of this state that has continuing, exclusive jurisdiction over a 

31 spousal support order may serve as 
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1 ( 1) an initiating tribunal to request a tribunal of another state to enforce 

2 the spousal support order issued in this state; or 

3 (2) a responding tribunal to enforce or modify its own spousal support 

4 order. 

5 * Sec. 26. AS 25.25.30l(c) is amended to read: 

6 (c) An individual or a support enforcement agency may initiate 

7 [COMMENCE] a proceeding authorized under this chapter by filing a complaint or a 

8 comparable pleading in an initiating tribunal for forwarding to a responding tribunal or 

9 by filing a complaint or a comparable pleading directly in a tribunal of another state .!!I 

10 a foreign country that has or can obtain personal jurisdiction over the respondent. 

11 * Sec. 27. AS 25.25.303 is amended to read: 

12 Sec. 25.25.303. Application of law of this state. Except as otherwise provided 

13 .!!!JBY] this chapter, a responding tribunal of this state shall 

14 (1) apply the procedural and substantive law [, INCLUDING THE 

15 RULES ON CHOICE OF LAW,] generally applicable to similar proceedings 

16 originating in this state and may exercise all powers and provide all remedies available 

17 in those proceedings; and 

18 (2) determine the duty of support and the amount payable under the 

19 law and support guidelines of this state. 

20 * Sec. 28. AS 25.25.304 is amended to read: 

21 Sec. 25.25.304. Duties of initiating tribunal. (a) Upon the filing of a 

22 complaint or comparable pleading authorized by this chapter, an initiating tribunal of 

23 this state shall forward [THREE COPIES OF] the complaint or comparable pleading 

24 and its accompanying documents 

25 (1) to the responding tribunal or appropriate support enforcement 

26 agency in the responding state; or 

27 (2) if the identity of the responding tribunal is unknown, to the state 

28 information agency of the responding state with a request that they be forwarded to the 

29 appropriate tribunal and that receipt be acknowledged. 

30 (b) If requested by the responding tribunal, [A RESPONDING STATE 

31 HAS NOT ENACTED A LAW OR PROCEDURE SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR 
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1 TO THIS CHAPTER,] a tribunal of this state shall [MAY] issue a certificate or other 

2 documents and make findings required by the law of the responding state. If the 

3 responding tribunal [STATE] is !!!. a foreign country, upon request 

4 [JURISDICTION], the tribunal of this state shall [MAY] specify the amount of 

5 support sought, convert the amount into the equivalent amount in the foreign 

6 currency under applicable official or market exchange rate as publicly reported, 

7 and provide any other documents necessary to satisfy the requirements of the 

8 responding foreign tribunal [STA TE]. 

9 * Sec . .lt. AS 25.25.305(b) is amended to read: 

10 (b) A responding tribunal of this state, to the extent not prohibited 

11 [OTHERWISE SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZED] by law, may do one or more of the 

12 following: 

13 (1) establish [ISSUE] or enforce a support order, modify a child 

14 support order, determine the controlling child support order, or [RENDER A 

15 JUDGMENT] to determine parentage of the child; 

16 (2) order an obligor to comply with a support order, specifying the 

17 amount and the manner of compliance; 

18 (3) order income withholding; 

19 

20 

(4) determine the amount of any arrearages, and specify a method of 

payment; 

21 ( 5) enforce orders by civil or criminal contempt, or both; 

22 (6) set aside property for satisfaction of the support order; 

23 (7) place liens and order execution on the obligor's property; 

24 (8) order an obligor to keep the tribunal informed of the obligor's 

25 current residential address, electronic mailing address, telephone number, employer, 

26 address of employment, and telephone number at the place of employment; 

27 (9) issue a bench warrant for an obligor who has failed after proper 

28 notice to appear at a hearing ordered by the tribunal and enter the bench warrant in any 

29 local and state computer systems for criminal warrants; 

30 ( 10) order the obligor to seek appropriate employment by specified 

31 methods; 
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(11) award reasonable attorney fees and other fees and costs; and 

2 (12) grant any other available remedy. 

3 * Sec. 30. AS 25.25.305 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 

4 (t) If requested to enforce a support order, arrears, or judgment or modify a 

5 support order stated in a foreign currency, a responding tribunal of this state shall 

6 convert the amount stated in the foreign currency to the equivalent amount in dollars 

7 under the applicable official or market exchange rate as publicly reported. 

8 * Sec. 31. AS 25.25.306 is amended to read: 

9 Sec. 25.25.306. Inappropriate tribunal. If a complaint or comparable 

10 pleading is received by an inappropriate tribunal of this state, the tribunal [IT] shall 

11 forward the complaint or pleading, and accompanying documents, to an appropriate 

12 tribunal in this state or another state and notify the petitioner where and when the 

13 complaint or pleading was sent. 

14 * Sec. 32. AS 25.25.307(b) is amended to read: 

15 (b) In providing services under this chapter to the petitioner, the child support 

16 services agency of this state shall [, AS APPROPRIATE,] 

17 (I) take all steps necessary to enable an appropriate tribunal of [IN] 

18 this state.s [OR] another state, or a foreign country to obtain jurisdiction over the 

19 respondent; 

20 (2) request an appropriate tribunal to set a date, time, and place for a 

hearing; 21 

22 (3) make a reasonable effort to obtain all relevant information, 

23 including information as to income and prpperty ofth , parties; 

24 (4) send ~ itt~ noticei4:om a~ ~niti~ting, responding, or registering 

25 tribunal to the petitioner within five [TWO] days of receipt, exclusive of Saturdays, 

26 Sundays, and legal holidays; 

27 (5) send a copy of a [WRITTEN] communication in a record from the 

28 respondent or the respondent's attorney to the petitioner within five [TWO] days of 

29 receipt, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays; and 

30 (6) notify the petitioner if jurisdiction over the respondent cannot be 

31 obtained. 
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1 * Sec. 33. AS 25.25.307 is amended by adding new subsections to read: 

2 ( d) A support enforcement agency of this state that requests registration of a child 

3 support order in this state for enforcement or for modification shall make reasonable 

4 efforts 

5 ( 1) to ensure that the order to be registered is the controlling order; or 

6 (2) if two or more child support orders exist and the identity of the 

7 controlling order has not been determined, to ensure that a request for the determination is 

8 made in a tribunal having jurisdiction to do so. 

9 ( e) A support enforcement agency of this state that requests registration and 

10 enforcement of a support order, arrears, or judgment stated in a foreign currency shall 

11 convert the amounts stated in the foreign currency into the equivalent amounts in dollars 

12 under the applicable official or market exchange rate as publicly reported. 

13 (f) A support enforcement agency of this state shall issue or request a tribunal of 

14 this state to issue a child support order and an income withholding order that redirect 

15 payment of current support, arrears, and interest if requested to do so by a support 

16 enforcement agency of another state under AS 25 .25 .319. 

17 * Sec. 34. AS 25.25 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

18 Sec. 25.25.308. Duty of the Department of Revenue. (a) If the Department of 

19 Revenue determines that the support enforcement agency is neglecting or refusing to 

20 provide services to an individual, the Department of Revenue may order the agency to 

21 perform its duties under this chapter or may provide those services directly to the 

22 individual. 

23 (b) The Department of Revenue may detennine that a foreign country has 

24 established a reciprocal arrangement for child support with this state and take appropriate 

25 action for notification of the determination. 

26 * Sec. 35. AS 25.25.310 is amended to read: 

27 Sec. 25.25.310. Duties of state information and locator agency. The child 

28 support services agency is the state information agency under this chapter, and it shall 

29 (1) compile and maintain a current list, including addresses, of the 

30 tribunals in this state that have jurisdiction under this chapter and the appropriate 

31 agency offices in this state and transmit a copy to the state information agency of 

32 every other state; 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

(2) maintain a register of names and addresses of tribunals and 

support enforcement agencies received from other states; 

7 obligor's property within this state that is not exempt from execution by postal 

8 verification and federal or state locator services, examination of telephone directories, 

9 requests for the obligor's address from employers, and examination of governmental 

10 records, including, to the extent not prohibited by other law, those relating to real 

11 property, vital statistics, law enforcement, taxation, motor vehicles, driver's licenses, 

12 and social security. 

13 * Sec. 36. AS 25.25.31 l(a) is amended to read: 

14 (a) In a proceeding under this chapter, a [A) petitioner seeking to establish 

15 [OR MODIFY] a support order [OR] to determine parentage of a child or to register 

16 and modify a support order of a tribunal of another state or a foreign country 

17 [IN A PROCEEDING UNDER THIS CHAPTER] shall file a [VERIFY THE] 

18 complaint or comparable pleading. Unless otherwise ordered under AS 25.25.312, or 

19 otherwise prohibited by law, the complaint or comparable pleading or accompanying 

20 documents must provide, so far as known, the name, residential address, and social 

21 security numbers of the obligor and the obligee or the parent and the alleged.parent, 

22 and the name, sex, residential address, social security number, and date of birth of 

23 each child for whose benefit [WHOM SUPPORT] is sought or whose parentage is 

24 to be determined. Unless filed at the time of registration, the [THE] complaint or 

25 comparable pleading must be accompanied by a [CERTIFIED] copy of any support 

26 order known to have been issued by another.tribunal [IN EFFECT]. The complaint 

27 or comparable pleading may include other information that may assist in locating or 

28 identifying the respondent. 

29 * Sec. 37. AS 25.25.312 is repealed and reenacted to read: 

30 Sec. 25.25.312. Nondisclosure of information in exceptional circumstances. 

31 If a party aJleges in an affidavit or a pleading under oath that the health, safety, or liberty 

32 of a party or child would be jeopardized by disclosure of specific identifying infonnation, 
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that information must be sealed and may not be disclosed to the other party or the public. 

2 After a hearing in which a tribunal takes into consideration the health, safety, or liberty of 

3 the party or child, the tribunal may order disclosure of information that the tribunal 

4 determines to be in the interest of justice. 

5 * Sec. 38. AS 25.25.313(b) is amended to read: 

6 (b) If an obligee prevails, a responding tribunal of this state may assess 

7 against an obligor filing fees, including fees that were waived under (a) of this section, 

8 reasonable attorney fees, other costs, necessary travel expenses, and other reasonable 

9 expenses incurred by the obligee and the obligee's witnesses. The tribunal may not 

IO assess fees, costs, or expenses against the obligee or the support enforcement agency 

11 of either the initiating or the responding state or foreign country except as required 

12 by other law or court rule. Attorney fees may be taxed as costs, and may be ordered 

13 paid directly to the attorney, who may enforce the order in the attorney's own name. 

14 Payment of support owed to the obligee has priority over fees, costs, and expenses 

15 assessed under this subsection. 

16 * Sec. 39. AS 25.25.314(a) is amended to read: 

17 (a) Participation by a petitioner in a proceeding under this chapter before a 

18 responding tribunal, whether in person, by private attorney, or through services 

19 provided by the support enforcement agency, does not confer personal jurisdiction 

20 over the petitioner in another proceeding. 

21 * Sec. 40. AS 25.25.316(a) is amended to read: 

22 (a) The physical presence of a nonresident party who is an individual [THE 

23 PETITIONER] in a [RESPONDING] tribunal of this state is not required for the 

24 establishment, enforcement, or modification of a support order or the rendition of a 

25 judgment determining parentage of a child. 

26 * Sec. 41. AS 25.25.316(b) is amended to read: 

27 (b) Al!, [A VERIFIED COMPLAINT OR COMPARABLE PLEADING,] 

28 affidavit, !. document substantially complying with federally mandated forms, Qt 

29 [AND] a document incorporated by reference in any of them, which would not be 

30 excluded under the hearsay rule if given in person, is admissible in evidence if given 

31 under penalty of periury [OATH] by a party or witness residing outside this [IN 

32 ANOTHER] state. 
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1 * Sec. 42. AS 25 .25 .316( d) is amended to read: 

2 (d) Copies of bills for testing for parentage of a child, and for prenatal and 

3 postnatal health care of the mother and child, furnished to the adverse party at least I 0 

4 days before trial or other proceeding, are admissible in evidence to prove the amount 

5 of the charges billed and that the charges were reasonable, necessary, and customary. 

6 * Sec. 43. AS 25.25.316{e) is amended to read: 

7 (e) Documentary evidence transmitted from outside this [ANOTHER] state to 

8 a tribunal of this state by telephone, facsimile [TELECOPIER], or other electronic 

9 means that do not provide an original record [WRITING] may not be excluded from 

10 evidence on an objection based on the means of transmission. 

11 * Sec. 44. AS 25.25.316(f) is amended to read: 

12 (f) In a proceeding under this chapter, a tribunal of this state shall [MAY] 

13 

14 

15 

16 with other tribunals [OF OTHER STA TES] in designating an appropriate location for 

17 the deposition or testimony. 

18 * Sec. 45. AS 25.25.316 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 

19 (i) A voluntary acknowledgment of paternity, certified as a true copy, is 

20 admissible to establish parentage of the child. 

21 * Sec. 46. AS 25.25.317 is amended to read: 

22 Sec. 25.25.317, Communications between tribunals. A tribunal of this state 

23 may communicate with a tribunal outside this [OF ANOTHER] state in a record 

24 [WRITING], or by telephone, electronic mail, or other means, to obtain information 

25 concerning the laws [OF THAT STATE], the legal effect of a judgment, decree, or 

26 order of that tribunal, and the status of a proceeding [IN THE OTHER STATE]. A 

27 tribunal of this state may furnish similar information by similar means to a tribunal 

28 outside this [OF ANOTHER] state. 

29 * Sec. 47. AS 25.25.318 is amended to read: 

30 Sec. 25.25.318. Assistance with discovery. A tribunal of this state may 

31 (I) request a tribunal outside this [OF ANOTHER] state to assist in 

32 obtaining discovery; and 
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(2) upon request, compel a person over which [WHOM] it has 

2 jurisdiction to respond to a discovery order issued by a tribunal outside this [OF 

3 ANOTHER] state. 

4 * Sec. 48. AS 25 .25 .319 is amended to read: 

5 Sec. 25.25.319. Receipt and disbursement of payments. The child support 

6 services agency of this state shall disburse promptly any amounts received under a 

7 support order, as directed by the order. The agency shall furnish to a requesting party 

8 or tribunal of another state or a foreign country a certified statement by the custodian 

9 of the record of the amounts and dates of all payments received. 

IO * Sec. 49. AS 25.25.319 is amended by adding new subsections to read: 

I 1 (b) If neither the obligor, nor the obligee who is an individual, nor the child 

12 resides in this state, upon request from the support enforcement agency of this state or 

13 another state, the support enforcement agency of this state or a tribunal of this state shall 

14 · (I) direct that the support payment be made to the support enforcement 

15 agency in the state in which the obligee is receiving services; and 

16 (2) issue and send to the obligor's employer a conforming income 

17 withholding order or an administrative notice of change of payee, reflecting the redirected 

18 payments. 

I 9 (c) The support enforcement agency of this state receiving redirected payments 

20 from another state under a law similar to (b) of this section shall furnish to a requesting 

2 I party or tribunal of the other state a certified statement by the custodian of the record of 

22 the amount and dates of all payments received. 

23 *Sec.SO. AS 25.25.40l(a) is amended to read: 

24 (a) If a § i~ support order entitled to recognition under this chapter has not 

25 been issued, a responding tribunal of this state with personal iurisdiction over the 

26 parties may issue aE!!§support order if 

27 (I) the individual seeking the order resides outside this [IN 

28 ANOTHER] state; or 

29 (2) the support enforcement agency seeking the order is located 

30 outside this [IN ANOTHER] state. 

31 * Sec. 51. AS 25.25.40l(b) is repealed and reenacted to read: 

32 (b) The tribunal may issue a temporary child support order if the tribunal 
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detennines that an order is appropriate and the individual ordered to pay is 

(I) a presumed father of the child; 

(2) petitioning to have his paternity adjudicated; 
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(3) identified as the father of the child through genetic testing; 

(4) an alleged father who has declined to submit to genetic testing; 

(5) shown by clear and convincing evidence to be the father of the child; 

(6) an acknowledged father in accordance with AS 25.20.050; 

(7) the mother of the child; or 

(8) an individual who has been ordered to pay child support in a previous 

Qroceedit)g and tb.e order has Jret Qeen reve~s~d or v,acat~ , * ~(:t. $. i'\~ z.s: 2~. 1+()/ c.c.; ,~ a.m~tt> r . ~ • • · 
* Sec. ~.r AS 25 .25 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

53 
· Sec. 25.25.402. Proceeding to determine parentage. A tribunal of this state 

authorized to determine parentage of a child may serve as a responding tribunal in a 

proceeding to determine parentage of a child brought under this chapter or a law or 

pf9C~edure substantially similar to this chapter. 
I 

* Sec.)t,; AS 25.25.501 is amended to read: 
-,st/-

Sec. 25.25.501. Employer's receipt of income withholding order of another 

state. An income withholding order issued in another state may be sent by or on 

behalf of the obligee, or by the support enforcement agency to the person [OR 

ENTITY] defined as the obligor's employer under AS 25.27 without first filing a 

complaint or comparable pleading or registering the order with a tribunal of this state. 

* Sec.~ AS 25.25.502(c) is amended to read: 

fr (c) Except as provided by (d) of this section and AS 25.25.503, the employer 

shall withhold and distribute the funds as directed in the withholding order by 

complying with the terms of the order, as applicable, that specify 

HB106 

( 1) the duration and the amount of periodic payments of current child 

support, stated as a sum certain; 

(2) the person [OR AGENCY] designated to receive payments and the 

address to which the payments are to be forwarded; 

(3) medical support, whether in the form of periodic cash payment, 

stated as a sum certain, or an order to the obligor to provide health insurance coverage 

for the child under a policy available through the obligor's employment; 
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(4) the amount of periodic payments of fees and costs for a support 

enforcement agency, the issuing tribunal, and the obligee's attorney, stated as sums 

certain;. and 

(5) the amount of periodic payments of arrearages and interest on 

arrearages, stated as sums certain. 

* Sec.fl· AS 25.25.503 is amended to read: 
:. 

Sec. 25.25.503. Employer's compliance [COMPLIANCE) with two or 

~ [MULTIPLE) income withholding orders. If an obligor's employer receives 

two or more [MULTIPLE] orders to withhold support from the earnings of the same 

obligor, the employer shall be considered to have satisfied the terms of the 

[MULTIPLE] orders if the employer complies with the law of the state of the obligor's 

~nn. • cipal place of employment to establish the prioritles~ .. i ... olding and allocating 

income withheld for two or more [MULTIPLE] child supp~e,il 

*Sec.it'" AS 25.25.504 is amended to read: ·. 
• 

Sec. 25.25.504. Immunity from civil liability. An employer that [WHO] 

complies with an income withholding order issued in another state in accordance with 

AS 25.25.501 - 25.25.505 is not subject to civil liability to an individual or agency 

with regard to the employer's withholding of child support from the obligor's income. 

* Sec.if AS 25.25.505 is amended to read: . 
Sec. 25.25.505. Penalties for noncompliance. An employer that [WHO] 

wilfully fails to comply with an income withholding order issued in [BY] another state 

and received for enforcement is subject to the same penalties that may be imposed for 

nnn~ompliance with an order issued by a tribunal of this state. 
' 

* Sec."18':'AS 25.25.506 is amended to read: .,, 
~ 

Sec. 25.25.506. Contest by obligor. (a) An obligor may contest the validity or 

enforcement of an income withholding order issued in another state and received 

directly by an employer in this state by registering the order in a tribunal of this 

state and filing a contest to that order as provided in AS 25.25.601 - 25.2S.616 or 

otherwise contesting the order in the same manner as if the order were issued by a 

tribunal of this state. The provisions of AS 25.25.604 apply to the contest. 

(b) The obligor shall give notice of the contest to 
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1 ( 1) a support enforcement agency providing services to the obligee; 

2 (2) each employer that has directly received an income withholding 

3 order relating to the obligor; and 

4 (3) if 

5 (A) a person [OR AN AGENCY] is designated to receive 

6 payments in the income withholding order, to that person or agency; or 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 
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31 

(B) no person [OR AGENCY] is designated to receive 

payments in the income withholding order, to the obligee. 

* Sec.jt AS 25.25.507(a) is amended to read: 
L 

(a) A party or support enforcement agency seeking to enforce a support 

order or an income withholding order, or both, issued !!! [BY A TRIBUNAL OF] 

another state or a foreign support order may send the documents required for 

registering the order to the child support services agency of this state. 

* Sec.~ AS 25.25.601 is amended to read: · 

Sec. 25.25.601. Registration of order for enforcement. A support order or 

[AN] income withholding order issued in [BY A TRIBUNAL OF] another state fil.J! 

forei n s rt ord may be registered in this state for enforcement. 

* Sec .. . ~ AS 25.25.602(a) is amended to read: 1'" 
(a) Except as provided in _AS 25.25JiB/, a [A] support order or income 

withholding order of another state or a foreign support order may be registered in 

this state by sending the following records [DOCUMENTS AND INFORMATION] 

to a tribunal of this state: 

HB106 

( 1) a letter of transmittal to the tribunal requesting registration and 

enforcement; 

(2) two copies, including one certified copy, of the order [ALL 

ORDERS] to be registered, including any modification of the [AN] order, 

(3) a sworn statement by the person requesting [PARTY SEEKING] 

registration or a certified statement by the custodian of the records showing the 

amount of any arrearage; 

(4) the name of the obligor and, if known, 

(A) the obligor's address and social security number; 

-24- HB0106a 
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED] 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

IO 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

29-GH1897\A 

(B) the name and address of the obligor's employer and any 

other source of income of the obligor; and 

(C) a description and the location of property in this state of the 

obligor not exempt from execution; and 

(5) except as otherwise provided in AS 25.25.312, the name and 

address of the obligee and, if applicable, the [AGENCY OR] person to whom support 

paY.Jllents are to be remitted. 

* Sec~~ AS 25.25.602(b) is amended to read: 

(b) On receipt of a request for registration, the registering tribunal shall file the 

order as an order of a tribunal of another state or a foreign s~pport order [A 

FOREIGN JUDGMENT], together with one copy of the documents and infonnation, 

l fTdless of their form. 

* Sec.~ AS 25.25.602 is amended by adding new subsections to read: 
( 

( d) If two or more orders are in effect, the person requesting registration shall 

( 1) furnish to the tribunal a copy of every support order asserted to be in 

effect in addition to the documents specified in this section; 

(2) specify the order alleged to be the controlling order, if any; and 

(3) specify the amount of consolidated arrears, if any. 

(e) A request for a determination of which is the controlling order may be filed 

separately or with a request for registration and enforcement or for registration and 

modification. The person requesting registration shall give notice of the request to each 

pi ---_ -whose rights may be affected by the determination. P. . 
* Sec. . AS 25.25.603 is amended to read: 

. -
Sec. 25.25.603. Effect of registration for enforcement. (a) A support order or 

income withholding order issued in another state or a foreign support order is 

registered when the order is filed in the registering tribunal of this state. 

(b) A registered support order issued in another state or a foreign country is 

enforceable in the same manner and is subject to the same procedures as an order 

issued by a tribunal of this state. 

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter [AS 25.25.601 - 25.25.612], 

a tribunal of this state shall recognize and enforce, but may not modify, a registered 

support order if the issuing tribunal had jurisdiction. 
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1 * Sec. 66': AS 25.25.604 is amended to read: , . 
2 Sec. 25.25.604. Choice of law. (a) Except as otherwise provided in Cd) of 

3 this section, the [THE] law of the issuing state or foreign country governs 

4 ill the nature, extent, amount, and duration of current payments under 

5 a registered support order; 

6 ill [AND OTHER OBLIGATIONS OF SUPPORT AND] the 

7 computation and payment of arrearages and accrual of interest on the arrearages 

8 under the support order; and 

9 {3) the existence and satisfaction of other obligations under the 

10 support order. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

(b) In a proceeding for arrears under a registered support order 

[ARREARAGES], the statute of limitation [UNDER THE LAWS] of this state or of 

the issuing state or foreign country, whichever is longer, applies. 
~ ' 

* Sec.V. AS 25.25.604 is amended by adding new subsections to read: 

( c) A responding tribunal of this state shall apply the procedures and remedies 

of this state to enforce current support and collect arrears and interest due on a support 

order of another state or a foreign country registered in this state. 

( d) After a tribunal of this state or another state determines which is the 

controlling order and issues an order consolidating arrears, if any, a tribunal of this 

state shall prospectively apply the law of the state or foreign country issuing the 

controlling order, including its law on interest on arrears, on current and future 

S]f!"rt, and on consolidated arrears. 

* Sec!J#I: AS 25.25.605 is amended to read: 

HB106 

Sec. 25.25,605. Notice of registration of order. (a) When a support order or 

income withholding order issued in another state or a foreign support order is 

registered, the registering tribunal of this state shall notify the nonregistering party. 

The notice must be accompanied by a copy of the registered order and the documents 

and relevant information accompanying the order. 

(b) A [THE] notice must inform the nonregistering party 

(1) that a registered order is enforceable as of the date of registration in 

the same manner as an order issued by a tribunal of this state; 
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(2) that a hearing to contest the validity or enforcement of the 

registe~ed order must be Jf:%1f.sted within 20 days after notice unless the registered 

. order IS under AS 25.25.161; 1 

(3) that failure to contest the validity or enforcement of the registered 

order in a timely manner will result in confirmation of the order and enforcement of 

the order and the alleged arrearages and precludes further contest of that order with 

respect to any matter that could have been asserted; and 

(4) of the amount of alleged arrearages. 

(c) Upon registration of an income withholding order for enforcement, !!!£ 
support enforcement agency or the registering tribunal shall notify the obligor's 

emoloyer under AS 25.27. 

* se/ij AS 25.25.605 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 

( d) If the registering party asserts that two or more orders are in effect, a 

notice must also 

( 1) identify the two or more orders and the order alleged by the 

registering party to be the controlling order and the consolidated arrears, if any; 

(2) notify the nonregistering party of the right to a detennination of 

which is the controlling order; 

(3) state that the procedures provided in (b) of this section apply to the 

determination of which is the controlling order; and 

(4) state that failure to contest the validity or enforcement of the order 

alleged to be the controlling order in a timely manner may result in confirmation that 

the order is the controlling order . 

* Sec.~ AS 25.25.606(a) is amended to read: 

(a) A nonregistering party seeking to contest the validity or enforcement of a 

registered order in this state shall request a hearing within the time required by 

AS 25.25.605 (20 DAYS AITER THE NOTICE OF THE REGISTRATION]. The 

nonregistering party may seek to vacate the registration, to assert a defense to an 

allegation of noncompliance with the registered order, or to contest the remedies being 

s~upit or the amount of alleged arrearages under AS 25.25.607. 

* Sec~ AS 25.25.606(b) is amended to read: 
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(b) If the nonregistering party fails to contest the validity or enforcement of 

the registered support order in a timely manner, the order is confirmed by operation 

ofbiw. 
~ 'z,.. 

* Sec. '1. AS 25.25.607 is amended to read: -~ 
Sec. 2S.2S.607. Contest of registration or enforcement. (a) A party 

contesting the validity or enforcement of a registered support order or seeking to 

vacate the registration has the burden of proving one or more of the following 

defenses: 

party; 

( 1) the issuing tribunal lacked personal jurisdiction over the contesting 

(2) the order was obtained by fraud; 

(3) the order bas been vacated, suspended, or modified by a later order; 

(4) the issuing tribunal has stayed the order pending appeal; 

(5) there is a defense under the law of this state to the remedy sought; 

(6) full or partial payment has been made; [OR] 

(7) the statute of limitation under AS 25.25.604 precludes enforcement 

of some or all of the alleged arrearages; or 

(8) the alleged controlling order is not the controlling order. 

(b) If a party presents evidence establishing a full or partial defense under (a) 

of this section, the tribunal may stay enforcement of ! [THE] registered support 

order, continue the proceeding to permit production of additional relevant evidence, 

and issue other appropriate orders. An uncontested portion of the registered support 

order may be enforced by all remedies available under the law of this state. 

(c) If the contesting party does not establish a defense under (a) of this section 

to the validity or enforcement of a registered support [THE] order, the registering 

~~l shall issue an order confirming the order. 

* Sec.¼?. AS 25.25.608 is amended to read: 

HB106 

Sec. 25.25.608. Confirmed order. Confirmation of a registered support order, 

whether by operation of law or after notice and hearing, precludes further contest of 

the order with respect to a matter that could have been asserted at the time of 

registration. 
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*Sec.~; AS 25.25.610 is amended to read: 

Sec. 25.25.610. Effect of registration for modification. A tribunal of this 

state may enforce a child support order of another state registered for purposes of 

modification in the same manner as if the order had been issued by a tribunal of this 

state, but the registered support order may be modified only if the requirements of 

~ .25.61 I or 25.25.613 have been met. 

*Sec.~ AS 25.25.61 l(a) is amended to read: 

(a) If AS 25.25.613 does not apply, upon complaint or comparable 

pleading a tribunal of this state may modify [AFTER] a child support order issued 

in another state that is [HAS BEEN] registered in this state, [UNLESS THE 

PROVISIONS OF AS 25.25.613 APPLY, THE RESPONDING TRIBUNAL OF 

THIS STATE MAY MODIFY THAT ORDER ONLY] if, after notice and an 

opportunity for hearing, the tribunal [IT] finds that 

( 1) the following requirements are met: 

(A) neither the child, nor the [INDIVIDUAL] obligee who is 

an individual, nor [AND] the obligor resides [DO NOT RESIDE] in the 

issuing state; 

(B) a petitioner who is not a resident of this state seeks 

modification; and 

20 (C) the respondent is subject to the personal jurisdiction of the 

21 tribunal of this state; or 

22 (2) this state is the residence of the child, or a party who is an 

23 individual, is subject to the personal jurisdiction of the tribunal and all of the parties 

24 who are individuals have filed consents in a record [A WRITTEN CONSENT] in the 

25 issuing tribunal providing that a tribunal of this state may modify the support order 

26 and assume continuing, exclusive jurisdiction [OVER THE ORDER; HOWEVER, IF 

27 THE ISSUING STATE IS A FOREIGN JURISDICTION THAT HAS NOT 

28 ENACTED A LAW OR PROCEDURE SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR TO THIS 

29 CHAPTER, THE WRITTEN CONSENT OF AN INDIVIDUAL RESIDING IN THIS 

30 STATE IS NOT REQUIRED FOR THE TRIBUNAL TO ASSUME JURISDICTION 

31 TO MODIFY THE CHILD SUPPORT ORDER]. 
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1 *Sec.~ AS 25.25.61 l(c) is amended to read: 

2 (c) A tribunal of this state may not modify any aspect of a child support order 

3 that may not be modified under the law of the issuing state, including the duration of 
4 the obligation of support. If two or more tribunals have issued child support orders 

5 for the same obligor and child, the order that is contro11ing and must be recognized 

6 under the provisions of AS 25.25.207 establishes the nonmodifiable aspects of the 

7 support order. 

8 * Sec,jf AS 25.25.61 l(d) is amended to read: 

9 (d) On issuance of an order by a tribunal of this state modifying a child 

10 support order issued in another state,~ [A] tribunal of this state becomes the tribunal 

11 of continuing, exclusive jurisdiction. 

12 *Sec.W AS 25.25.611 is amended by adding new subsections to read: 

13 (f) In a proceeding to modify a child support order, the law of the state that is 

14 determined to have issued the initial contro11ing order governs the duration of the 

15 obligation of support. The obligor's fulfi11ment of the duty of support established by 

16 that order precludes imposition of a further obligation of support by a tribunal of this 

17 state. 

18 (g) Notwithstanding (a) - (d) and (f) of this section and AS 25.25.20l(b), a 

19 tribunal of this state retains jurisdiction to modify an order issued by a tribunal of this 

20 state if 

21 (I) one party resides in another state; and 

22 (2) the other party resides outside the United States. 

23 * Sec.'W. AS 25.25.612 is amended to read: 

24 Sec. 25.25.612. Recognition of order modified in another state. If a child 

25 support order issued by a (A] tribunal of this state is modified [SHALL 

26 RECOGNIZE A MODIFICATION OF ITS EARLIER ClilLD SUPPORT ORDER] 

27 by a tribunal of another state that assumed jurisdiction under the Uniform Interstate 

28 Family and Support Act, a tribunal of this state [THIS CHAPTER OR A LAW OR 

29 PROCEDURE SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR TO THIS CHAPTER AND, UPON 

30 REQUEST, EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN THIS CHAPTER, SHALL] 

31 (1) may enforce its [THE] order that was modified only as to arrears 
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and interest [AMOUNTS] accruing before the modification; 

(2) may [ENFORCE ONLY NONMODIFIABLE ASPECTS OF 

THAT ORDER; 

(3)] provide [OTHER] appropriate relief [ONLY] for violations of its 

[THAT] order that occurred before the effective date of the modification; and 

(3) shall [(4)] recognize the modifying order of the other state, upon 

regil\tr,ltiop.Jc.for the E.WRO ... · .se 9f. · F nforceme~t:., .•. ./ 1.... ... __ ..1 • • • 
Jr~;'~l) A':7 ~5, t 0: ~/'~ (bJ_I~ 4-l;f~'Tl' .. ~' . 
* Sec.J'- ·As 25.25 is amended bf adding new sections to read: 

'l · Sec. 2S.2S.61S. Jurisdiction to modify child support order of foreign 
?-'l'h 

country. (a) Except as otherwise provided in ,AS 25.25.7.J*r; if a foreign country lacks --
or refuses to exercise jurisdiction to modify its child support order under its laws, a 

tribunal of this state may assume jurisdiction to modify the child support order and 

bind all individuals subject to the personal jurisdiction of the tribunal whether the 

consent to modification of a child support order otherwise required of the individual 

under AS 25.25.611 has been given or whether the individual seeking modification is 

a resident of this state or of the foreign country. 

(b) An order issued by a tribunal of this state modifying a foreign child­

support order under this section is the controlling order. 

Sec. 25.25.616. Procedure to register child support order of foreign 

country for modification. A party or support enforcement agency seeking to modify, 

or to modify and enforce, a foreign child-support order not under the convention may 

register that order in this state under AS 25.25.601 - 25.25.608 if the order has not 

been registered. A complaint or comparable pleading for modification may be filed at 

the same time as a request for registration, or at another time. The complaint or 

co1!1parable pleading must specify tJie gr<?~ds for modifica~on. 

* n... ·~ ~ ~ -"e'J 11.4~ IJtw ~~hn1e;. Sec. Mf. AS 25.25.7011 ~~ Y~t'.iltact.> read: 
; r'~.z.b ~Z. '?II/-

Sec. 2S.2S.!})I:: Definitions. In AS 25.25.J0'1 - 25.25.'ltl, 

(1) "application" means a request under the convention by an obligee 

or obligor, or on behalf of a child, made through a central authority for assistance from 

another central authority; 

(2) "central authority" means the entity designated by the United States 
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or a foreign country described in AS 25.25.lOl(S)(D) to perfonn the functions 

specified in the convention; 

(3) "convention support order" means a support order of a tribunal of a 

foreign country described in AS 25.25.101(5)(0); 

(4) "direct request" means a complaint or comparable pleading filed by 

an individual in a tribunal of this state in a proceeding involving an obligee, obligor, or 

child residing outside the United States; 

(5) "foreign central authority" means the entity designated by a foreign 

country described in AS 25.25.101(5)(0) to perfonn the functions specified in the 

convention; 

(6) "foreign support agreement" 1rL;) 
(A) means a~ agreement for ~u~~.ort ~ /}if·ord that/is 

enforceable as a support order m the country of ongie,~s been 

~ ormally drawn up or registered as an authentic 

instrument by a foreign trib~ · 

ot"'~enticate:q)bx, _or concluded, registered, or filed 
~ii. I 'tr 

with a foreign tribunaJanT ~-~ lie reviewed and modified by a foreign 

tribunal; 

(B) includes a maintenance arrangement or authentic 

instrument under the convention; 

(7) "United States central authority" means the Secretary of the United 

States Department of Health and Human Services. 

* ~.ee. :II( AS !1 .. 15 is--~~odc<tby atMiftg new sectiomrrv1ead. >--
Sec. 25.2~ Applicability. AS 25. . -z,, - 25.2-S."JJiapply only to a 

support proc~ der the conventio' ·: 1n1fC~11 · ceeding, if a provision of 

B8106 

":Hl'Z,,- <"Id 
AS 25.25-.--7ffl~ 25.25J'J is inconsiste ·· AS 25.25.101 - 25.25.616, 

AS 25.25~ - 25.25.'tA controls. 

Sec. 2s.2s:fS3t Relationship of child support services agency to United 

States central authority. The child support services agency of this state is recognized 

as the agency designated by the United States central authority to perform specific 

functions under the convention. 
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17)6 
Sec. 2S.2S.18if. Initiation by child support services agency of support 

'- 10'1:; 
proceed'' g. under convention. (a) In a support proceeding under AS 25.25.761 . -

':fl 
25_.25.'l ; 't the child support services agency of this state shall 

(1) transmit and receive applications; and 

(2) initiate or facilitate the institution of a proceeding regarding an 

application in a tribunal of this state. 

(b) The following support proceedings are available to an obligee under the 

convention: 

( 1) recognition or recognition and enforcement of a foreign support 

order; 

(2) enforcement of a support order issued or recognized in this state; 

(3) establishment of a support order if there is no existing order, 

including, if necessary, determination of parentage of a child; 

( 4) establishment of a support order if recognition of a foreign support 

order is refused under AS 25.25.~)(2), (4), or (9); 

( 5) modification of a support order of a tribunal of this state; and 

(6) modification of a support order of a tribunal of another state or a 

foreign country. 

(c) The following support proceedings are available under the convention to 

an obligor against which there is an existing support order: 

(1) recognition of an order suspending or limiting enforcement of an 

existing support order of a tribunal of this state; 

(2) modification of a support order of a tribunal of this state; and 

(3) modification of a support order of a tribunal of another state or a 

foreign country. 

(d) A tribunal of this state may not require security, bond, or deposit, however 

described, to guarantee the payment of costs and expenses in proceedings under the 

convention. 

Sec. 2s.2sJf. Direct request. (a) An individual may file a direct request 

seeking establishment or modification of a support order or determination of parentage 

of a child. In the proceeding, the law of this state applies. 
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(b) An individual may file a direct request seeking recognition and 

enforcement of a support order or support agreement. In the proceeding, AS 25.25§ 

- 25.25.~ pply. 

(c) In a direct request for recognition and enforcement of a convention support 

order or foreign support agreement, 

(1) a security, bond, or deposit is not required to guarantee the 

payment of costs and expenses; and 

(2) an obligee or obliger that in the issuing country has benefited from 

free legal assistance is entitled to benefit, at least to the same extent, from any free 

legal assistance provided for by the law of this state under the same circumstances. 

(d) An individual filing a direct request is not entitled to assistance from the 

child support services agency. , L 

"12. ~t~ 
(e) AS 25.25.:m:T - 25.2~i.> do not prevent the application of laws of this 

state that provide simplified, more expeditious rules regarding a direct request for 

recognition and enforc~ment of a foreign support order or foreign support agreement. 

Sec. 25.25~. Registration of convent,ion support order. (a) Except as 
'-- ~Z-- 1-t 'f· 

otherwise provided in AS 25.25:JOr - 25.25.].a, a party who is an individual or a 

support enforcement agency seeking recognition of a convention support order shall 

register the order in this state as provided in AS 25.25.601 - 25.25.616. 

(b) Notwithstanding AS 25.25.311 and 25.25.602(a), a request for registration 

of a convention support order must be accompanied by 

( 1) a complete text of the support order or an abstract or extract of the 

support order drawn up by the issuing foreign tribunal, which may be in the form 

recommended by The Hague Conference on Private International Law; 

(2) a record stating that the support order is enforceable in the issuing 

country; 

(3) if the respondent did not appear and was not represented in the 

proceedings in the issuing country, a record attesting, as appropriate, either that the 

respondent had proper notice of the proceedings and an opportunity to be heard or that 

the respondent had proper notice of the support order and an opportunity to be heard in 

a challenge or appeal on fact or law before a tribunal; 
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(4) a record showing the amount of arrears, if any, and the date the 

amount was calculated; 

(5) a record showing a requirement for automatic adjustment of the 

amount of support, if any, and the information necessary to make the appropriate 

calculations; and 

(6) if necessary, a record showing the extent to which the applicant 

received free legal assistance in the issuing country. 

(c) A request for registration of a convention support order may seek 

recognition and partial enforcement of the order. 

( d) A tribunal of this state may vacate the registration of a convention support 

order without the filing of a contest under AS 25.25.ttonly if, acting on its own 

motion, the tribunal finds that recognition and enforcement of the order would be 

manifestly incompatible with public policy. 

(e) The tribunal shall promptly notify the parties of the registration or the 

order vacating the registration of a convention support order. 

Sec. 25.25.fBf. Contest of rtstered J.q.vention support order. (a) Except 

as otherwise provided in AS 25.25~ ·- 25.25,.-713, AS 25.25.605 - 25.25.608 apply to -
a contest of a registered convention support order. 

(b) A party contesting a registered convention support order shall file a contest 

not later than 30 days after notice of the registration, but if the contesting party does 

not reside in the United States, the contest must be filed not later than 60 days after 

notice of the registration. 

( c) If the nonregistering party fails to contest the registered convention support 

order by the time specified in (b) of this section, the order is enforceable. 

( d) A contest of a rf,!i}tered convention support order may be based only on 

grounds set out in AS 25.25~ -.'.fhe contesting party bears the burden of proof. ----( e) In a contest of a registered convention support order, a tribunal of this state 

(1) is bound by the findings of fact on which the foreign tribunal based 

its jurisdiction; and 

(2) may not review the merits of the order. 

(f) A tribunal of this state deciding a contest of a registered convention 

HB0106a -35- HB106 
New Text Underl i ned [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED] 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

29-GH1897\A 

support order shall promptly notify the parties of its decision. 

(g) A challenge or appeal, if any, does not stay the enforcement of a 

convention support order unless there are exceptional circumstances. 

Sec. 25.25. ~ Recognition and enforcement of registered convention 

support order. (a) Except as otherwise provided in (b) of this section, a tribunal of 

this state shall recognize and enforce a registered convention support order. 

(b) The following grounds are the only grounds on which a tribunal of this 

state may refuse recognition and enforcement of a registered convention support order: 

( 1) recognition and enforcement of the order is manifestly 

incompatible with public policy, including the failure of the issuing tribunal to observe 

minimum standards of due process, which include notice and an opportunity to be 

heard; 

(2) the issuing tribunal lacked personal jurisdiction consistent with 

AS 25.25.201; 

(3) the order is not enforceable in the issuing country; 

(4) the order was obtained by fraud in connection with a matter of 

procedure; 

(5) 
~.~ 

a record transmitted in accordance with AS 25.25.10b lacks 

19 authenticity or integrity; 

20 (6) a proceeding between the same parties and having the same 

21 purpose is pending before a tribunal of this state and that proceeding was the first to be 

22 filed; 

23 (7) the order is incompatible with a more recent support order 

24 involving the same parties and having the same purpose if the more recent support 

25 order is entitled to recognition and enforcement under this chapter in this state; 

26 (8) payment, to the extent alleged arrears have been paid in whole or in 

27 part; 

28 (9) in a case in which the respondent neither appeared nor was 

29 represented in the proceeding in the issuing foreign country, 

30 (A) if the law of that country provides for prior notice of 

31 proceedings, the respondent did not have proper notice of the proceedings and 
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an opportunity to be heard; or 

(B) if the law of that country does not provide for prior notice 

of the proceedings, the respondent did not have proper notice of the order and 

an opportunity to be heard in a challenge or appeal on fact or law before a 

tribunal; or -::fJZ,,. 
(10) the order was made in violation of AS 25.25.)11. • 

(c) If a tribunal of this state does not recognize a convention support order 

under (b )(2), ( 4), or (9) of this section, 

( 1) the tribunal may not dismiss the proceeding without allowing a 

reasonable time for a party to request the establishment of a new convention support 

order; and 

(2) the child support services agency shall take all appropriate 

measures to request a child support order for the oblJl;;.. if the application for 

recognition and en(orcement was received under ~ 25.25~ 

Sec. 25.25~ P,artial enforcement. If a tribunal of this state does not 

recognize and enforce a convention support order in its entirety, it shall enforce any 

severable part of the order. An application or direct request may seek recognition and 

partial enforcemen~J a convention support order. 

Sec. 25.2~ ~Foreign support agreement. (a) Except as otherwise provided 

in (c) and (d) of this section, a tribunal of this state shall recognize and enforce a 

foreign support agreement registered in this state. 

(b) An application or direct request for recognition and enforcement of a 

foreign support agreement must be accompanied by 

(1) a complete text of the foreign support agreement; and 

(2) a record stating that the foreign support agreement is enforceable as 

an order of support in the issuing country. 

(c) A tribunal of this state may vacate the registration of a foreign support 

agreement only if, acting on its own motion, the tribunal finds that recognition and 

enforcement would be manifestly incompatible with public policy. 

( d) In a contest of a foreign support agreement, a tribunal of this state may 

refuse recognition and enforcement of the agreement if it finds 
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1 (1) recognition and enforcement of the agreement is manifestly 

2 incompatible with public policy; 

3 (2) the agreement was obtained by fraud or falsification; 

4 (3) the agreement is incompatible with a support order involving the 

5 same parties and having the same purpose in this state, another state, or a foreign , 
6 country if the support order is entitled to recognition and enforcement under this 

7 chapter in this state; or 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

(4) the record submitted under (b) of this section lacks authenticity or 

integrity. 

( e) A proceeding for recognition and enforcement of a foreign support 

agreement must be suspended during the pendency of a challenge to or appeal of the 

agreement before a.q:Jtunal of another state or a foreign country. 

Sec. 25.25.itr. Modification of convention child support order. (a) A --
tribunal of this state may not modify a convention child support order if the obligee 

remains a resident of the foreign country where the support order was issued unless 

(1) the obligee submits to the jurisdiction of a tribunal of this state, 

either expressly or by defending on the merits of the case, without objecting to the 

jurisdiction at the first available opportunity; or 

(2) the foreign tribunal lacks or refuses to exercise jurisdiction to 

modify its support order or issue a new support order. 

(b) If a tribunal of this state does not modify a convention child support order 

because the order is not recognized in this state, AS 25.25~ (c) applies. 

Sec. 25.25-m Personal information; limit on use. Personal information 

gathered or transmitted under AS 25.2e~ - 25.25.~ may be used only for the 

purposes for whic~i_t '}'as gathered or transmitted. 

Sec. 2S.2S:¼1"J ecord original language; . E. n. glish tran~Jation. A record 
- ;/(Jk -:fl't 

filed with a tribunal of this state under AS 25.25.l01 ... : ... .25.25.7_g must be in the 

original language and, if not in English, must be accompanied by an English 

translation. 

* Sec.\t·As 25.25.801(a) is amended to read: 

(a) The governor or a designee of the governor may 
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( 1) demand that the governor of another state surrender an individual 

found in the other state who is charged criminally in this state with having failed to 

provide for the support of an obligee; or 

(2) on the demand 2f [BY] the governor of another state, surrender an 

individual found in this state who is charged criminally in the other state with having 

faiJ,.~d to provide for the support of an obligee. 

* Sec.@ As 25.25.802(a) is amended to read: 

(a) Before making! demand that the governor of another state surrender an 

individual charged criminally in this state with having failed to provide for the support 

of an obligee, the governor of this state or the designee of the governor may require a 

prosecutor of this state to demonstrate that the obligee had initiated proceedings for 

support under this chapter at least 60 days previously or that the proceeding would be 

ofno avail. 

14 * Sec. Mf AS 25.25.802(b) is amended to read: 

15 (b) If, under this chapter or a law substantially similar to this chapter, m: the 

16 former provisions of this chapter, [THE UNIFORM RECIPROCAL 

17 ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ACT, OR THE REVISED UNIFORM 

18 RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ACT,] the governor of another state 

19 makes a demand that the governor of this state surrender an individual charged 

20 criminally in that state with having failed to provide for the support of a child or other 

21 individual to whom a duty of support is owed, the governor or a designee of the 

22 governor may require a prosecutor to investigate the demand and report whether a 

23 proceeding for support has been initiated or would be effective. If it appears that a 

24 proceeding would be effective but has not been initiated, the governor or designee 

25 may delay honoring the demand for a reasonable time to permit the initiation of a 

26 proceeding. 

27 * Sec. lr, AS 25.25.901 is amended to read: 

28 Sec. 25.25.901. Uniformity of application and construction. In applying 

29 and construing this [THIS] chapter consideration must be given to the need to 

30 promote uniformity of [SHALL BE APPLIED AND CONSTRUED TO 

31 EFFECTUATE ITS GENERAL PURPOSE TO MAKE UNIFORM] the law with 
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respect to its [THE] subject matter [OF.THIS CHAPTER] among states that enact 

[ENACTING] it. J Mf,11. zto,2,G, ~I 

* Sec.{tAs 25.25.205(f), 25.25.206(c), 25.25.30l(b), ~5.25.40l(c(are repealed. 

* Sec. ~ The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 
A<# 

read: 

APPLICABILITY. This Act applies to proceedings begun on or after the effective 

date of this Act to establish a support order or determine parentage of a child or to register, 

recognize, enforce, or modify a prior support order, detennination, or agreement, whenever 

issued or entered. 

* Sec. ;r.the uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read: 

TRANSITION: REGULATIONS. The Department of Revenue may adopt regulations 

necessary to implement the changes made by this Act. The regulations take effect under 

AS 44.6~Administrative Procedure Act), but not before July l, 2015. 

* Sec ... The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read: • 

REVISl'S}J1STRUCTJON. The revisor of statutes is requested to change the 
(I . {U~ ff a,;.,;.t,f · • • 

. eading of art. 5 of AS 25.25 from "Direct Enforcement of Order of 
~ . 

Another State Without Registration" to "Enforcement of Support Order Without 

Registration"; 

8-J heading of art. 6 of AS 25.25 "Enforcement and Modification of Support 

Order After Registration" to "Registration, Enforcement, and Modification of Support Order"; 

1"; heading of art. 7 of AS 25.25 from "Determination of Parentage" to 

"Support Proce~"'Ir'mg Under Convention"; 

f1J> catch line for AS 25.25.102 from "Tribunals of this state" to "State tribunal 

and support enforcement"; 

W'J catch line for AS 25.25.205 from "Continuing, exclusive jurisdiction" to 

"Continuing, exclusive jurisdiction to modify child support order"; 

~ catch line for AS 25.25.206 from "Enforcement and modification of 

support order ct tribunal having continuing jurisdiction" to "Continuing jurisdiction to 

enforce child support order"; 
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~ catch line for AS 25.25.207 from "Recognition of controlling child support 

order" to "Determination of controlling child support order"; 

~ catch line for AS 25.25.302 from "Action by minor parent" to "Proceeding 

by minor parel.~d.J ultlt hn~ ~ A~ 1,.6, 1-'7, t./1)/ • • ~ • 

~ catch line for AS 25.25.606 from "Procedure to contest validity or 
(t~') 

enforcement of registered order" to "Procedure to contest validity or enforcement of 

registered support order"; 

7. ~ catch line for AS 25.25.902 from "Severability clause" to "Severability." 

*Sec.,-,. Section fiof this Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c). 

*Sec. fr.Except as provided in sec. , ~fthis Act, this Act takes effect July 1, 2015. 
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HOUSE BILL NO . 106 by the House Rules Committee by request of 
the Governor , entitled: 

Full lourna l 

Page 0192 

"An Act relating to the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act , 
including jurisdiction by tribunals of t he state, registration and 
proceedings related to support orders from other state tribunals , 
foreign support orders , foreign tribunals , and certain persons 
residing in f oreign countries ; relating to determination of 
parentage of a child ; and providing for an eff ective date ." 

was read the first time and referred to the State Affairs and Judici ary 
Committees. 

The following fiscal note(s) apply : 

1. Zero , Dept. of Revenue 

The Governor ' s transmittal letter dated February 10 , 2015, follows: 

" Dear Speaker Chenault: 

Under the authority of Article III, Section 18 of the Alaska 
Constitution, I am transmitting a bill relating to the Uniform Interstate 
Family Support Act to update Alaska ' s laws on enforcement of family 
support orders . The Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA) 
applies to actions relating to the establishment , modification, and 
enforcement of support orders and the determinati on of parentage in 
situations where the parties reside in different states or where one 
party resides in a foreign country . 

In 1995 , Alaska adopted the UIFSA (AS 25.25 . 010 - 25 . 25 . 903). In 
2008 , the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State 

2015- 02 - 11 House Journal 
Laws (also known as the Uniform Law Commission) approved 

Page 0193 

amendments to UIFSA to incorporate the provisions of the Convention 
on the International Recovery of Child Support and Other Forms of 
Family Maintenance (Convention), concluded at The Hague, 
November 23 , 2007 . The Convention contains provisions to establish 
uniform procedures for the processing of international child support 
orders . 

In order to maintain compliance with federal law and treaty 
obligations and to continue to qualify for federal funding programs for 
child support matters, there is a compelling need to update Alaska's 
statutes this legislative session by adopting the 200 8 amendments to 
the VIFSA. 

The proposed bi ll is l imi ted to amendments needed to integrate t he 
2008 updates to UIFSA into State law . The amendments must be 
effect ive by July 1 , 2015 , to comply with federal law. 

First, the bill would amend the UIFSA to remove the fiction that a 
"foreign country" is a state of the United States by amending existing 
text referring to a tribunal of this state to add "or a foreign country ." 

Second, the proposed bill would provide guidelines re l ating to the 
registration , enforcement, and modification of foreign s upport orders 
from countries t hat, like the United States , are parties to the 
Convention . 

A third component of the bill would improve the enforcement of 
United States child support orders abroad and would ensure that 

http ://www. akleg. gov /basis/J ournal/Pages/29?Chamber= H&Page=OO 192& ... 

Page 1 of 2 

2/17/201 5 



Alaska State Legislature 

children living in the United States would receive financial support 
due them from parents, wherever the parents reside . 

These amendments would benefit Alaska families by ensuring stable 
and predictable enforcement of Alaska family support orders in other 
states and abroad . Additionally , it would ensure that residents of this 
state would be able to enforce support orders in this state, regardless of 
where they originated. 

Presently, 11 states have enacted the 2008 amendments to the UIFSA; 
this number will grow considerabl y this year as other states work to 

2015-02-11 House Journal Page 0194 
enact the 2008 amendments. In addition, at least 12 states have 
introduced legislation this year to enact the 2008 changes; we expect 
others will follow. This bill has the support of Alaska's child support 
enforcement agency. 

Additional information on the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act 
2008 amendments prepared by the National Conference of 
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws is available from my staff . 

I urge your prompt and favorable action on this measure. 

Sincerely , 
Isl 
Bill Walker 
Governor " 
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HB 106 - UNIFORM INTERSTATE FAMILY SUPPORT ACT 
LEGISLATION SECTIONAL ANALYSIS 

February 13, 2015 

This bill updates Alaska's Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA) to add important 
provisions for the enforcement and recovery of child support in international cases. In 2007, the 
United States signed the Hague Convention on the International Recovery of Child Support and 
Other Forms of Family Maintenance (Hague Convention). This Convention contains provisions 
that establish uniform procedures for the processing of international child support cases. In order 
for the United States to fully accede to the Convention, all 50 states must adopt these new 
international provisions in their UIFSA. All of these changes are in the 2008 version of UIFSA, 
as amended by the Uniform Law Commission. The bill also incorporates the 2001 uniform 
amendments that were designed to clarify and enhance the 1996 version, the version that is 
currently in effect in Alaska. 

Section 1 amends AS 25.25.101 the definitions section to add or amend the following: 
"convention," "foreign country," "foreign support order," "foreign tribunal," "home state," 

"initiating tribunal," "issuing foreign country," "issuing state," "issuing tribunal," "obligee," 

"obligor," "outside the state," "person," "record," "register," "registering tribunal," "responding 
state," "state," and "support enforcement agency," and "tribunal." 

Section 2 adds a new subsection (b) to AS 25.25.102 to clarify that the child support services 

agency under AS 25.27.010 is the support enforcement agency of the state. 

Section 3 amends AS 25 .25 .103 to clarify that cumulative remedies do not affect remedies under 

other law of the recognition of a support order under the basis of comity. 

Section 4 adds a new subsection to AS 25.25.103 to establish that this Act does not establish the 

exclusive method for establishing support in Alaska and that it does not grant Alaska the ability 
to issue an order related to custody or parenting time under this chapter. 

Section 5 is a jurisdictional provision and is amended to provide that a tribunal of this state shall 
apply this act to a support proceeding involving a foreign support order, a foreign tribunal, or an 
obligee, obligor or child residing in a foreign country. 

Section 6 amends AS 25.25.201, to add minor wording changes. 

Section 7 adds a new subsection to AS 25.25 .201 on jurisdiction that prevents the existing 
statute from being used to create personal jurisdiction to modify a child support order from 

another state or foreign country unless specific requirements are met. 



Section 8 repeals and reenacts AS 25 .25 .202 on duration of personal jurisdiction to provide 

that Alaska has continuing, exclusive jurisdiction to modify or enforce its order if certain 

requirements are met. 

Section 9 makes minor wording changes to AS 25.25.203 on this state an initiating and 
responding tribunal. 

Section 10 amends AS 25.25.204 on simultaneous proceedings to include foreign countries. 

Section 11 amends AS 25.25.205 to clarify that the determination for jurisdiction is at the time 
of filing and that the state can have continuing jurisdiction with the consent of all parties even 
when the parties no longer reside here. 

Sections 12 clarifies AS 25.25.205(b) when Alaska has continuing, exclusive jurisdiction to 
modify its child support order and the party's ability to consent to continuing, exclusive 
jurisdiction. 

Section 13 clarifies AS 25.25.205(c) when a tribunal of this state will recognize the continuing 
exclusive jurisdiction of another state if that other state has issued a child support order under a 
law substantially similar to the law in this state. 

Section 14 address jurisdiction by amending AS 25.25.205 (d) to clarify if a tribunal does not 
have continuing jurisdiction it can forward a petition for child support to another court to modify 
an order. 

Sections 15 and 16 amend AS 25.25.206 to clarify when a tribunal of this state can act as an 
initiating or responding tribunal to enforce a support order. 

Section 17 through 21 amend AS 25.25.207 on procedures for a controlling order 
determination. It clarifies when the Alaska tribunal may determine which court order is the 
controlling order when multiple orders are issued by different jurisdictions. It clarifies the 
requirements for a controlling order. It adds the child support agency's obligation to file a 
certified copy of the controlling order. 

Section 22 adds a new subsection to AS 25.25.207 to require a copy of every child support order 
in effect to be filed when requesting a controlling order determination as well as a record of 
payments. Notice must also be provided to a party whose rights may be affected. 

Section 23 makes minor amendments to add "foreign country" to AS 25.25.208 on multiple 
support orders. 

Section 24 amend AS 25.25.209 to add clarifying language on credits for payments. 

Sectional Analysis Uniform Interstate Family Support Act Amendments of 2008 
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Section 25 adds a new section to allow tribunals in Alaska to use evidence, discovery, and 
communication from outside jurisdictions when exercising jurisdiction over someone not in 
Alaska. It also adds a new section addressing jurisdiction for modifying a spousal support order. 

Sections 26 and 27 make minor conforming amendments to general provisions on proceedings 
under this chapter. 

Section 28 amends AS 25.25.304 to provide the process for the Alaska tribunal to initiate a 
request to another state or foreign country and convert support amount sought into the equivalent 
amount in the applicable foreign currency. 

Section 29 amends AS 25 .25 .305 to provide when an Alaskan tribunal is the responding tribunal , 
it can establish a child support order, modify the order, determine which order is the controlling 
order, and determine the parentage of a child. Adds that an obliger can be ordered to provide 
their email address to the tribunal. 

Section 30 adds a subsection to AS 25.25.305 to require, upon request, a tribunal to state the 
amounts due in the applicable foreign currency. 

Sections 31 and 32 make minor conforming changes to sections on tribunals and duties of the 
child support services agency. 

Section 33 adds new subsections to the AS 25.25.307, duties of the child support services 
agency, addressing the requirements for registering a support order including registering the 
controlling order and currency conversion. Adds new subsection on issuing support orders and 

income withholding orders if requested by another state. 

Section 34 is a new section, AS 25.25 .208, setting forth the duties of the Department of Revenue 
to order services and determine that a foreign country has established a reciprocal arrangement 
for child support. 

Section 35 amends AS 25 .25 .310 for minor technical changes. 

Section 36 amends AS 25 .25.311 for minor technical changes. 

Section 37 repeals and reenacts AS 25 .25 .312 on nondisclosure of information. It changes the 
provisions on how the court can seal and keep confidential from other parties or the public 
identifying information if it would jeopardize the health, safety or liberty of a party or a child. 
The court can order, after a hearing, the disclosure of some information if the court determines it 
is in the interest of justice. 

Section 38 through 44 makes minor conforming and clarifying amendments to provisions on 
evidence and proceedures. 

Section 45 adds a new subsection as AS 25 .25 .316 to provide that a certified, true copy of a 
voluntary admission of paternity is admissible to establish parentage of a child. 

Sectional Analysis Uniform Interstate Family Support Act Amendments of 2008 
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Section 46 amends AS 25 .25 .317 to include electronic mail as a way for tribunals to 
communicate. 

Sections 47 through 48 make minor conforming amendments. 

Section 49 adds new subsections to AS 25.25.319 on receipt and distribution of payments when 
the state is providing services to the obligee, sending conforming income withholding orders to 
an obligor's employer for redirected payments, and providing a record of payments received. 

Section 50 makes amendments to AS 25.25.401 addressing when the court can issue a support 
order, including requiring personal jurisdiction over the parties, and also makes conforming 
amendments. 

Section 51 repeals and reenacts AS 25.25.401(b) on temporary child support orders and clarifies 
when the tribunal should issue a temporary support order. 

Section 52 adds AS 25.25.402, proceedings to determine parentage, to allow a tribunal of this 
state to be the responding court in a proceeding to determine parentage if the action is brought 
under a similar statute, which allows Alaska to accept jurisdiction over a case that was filed in 
another jurisdiction but is forwarded to Alaska. 

Sections 53 through 57 amend provisions in AS 25.25.501 and 502 on an employer's receipt of 
an income withholding order. The amendments provide what the employer can do if it receives 
two or more income-withholding orders. Also, the amendments provide conforming wording 
changes. 

Section 58 amends AS 25.25 .506 on contest by an obligor to clarify how a parent can challenge 
the enforcement of an income-withholding order issued in another state and received by an 
employer in this state. 

Section 59 amends AS 25 .25.507(a) to add that a support enforcement agency seeking to enforce 
a support order from another jurisdiction can send the documents to the enforcement agency in 
this state. 

Sections 60 through 62 amend AS 25.25.601 and .602 add "a foreign support order" as a 
support order that can be registered and add conforming wording changes. 

Section 63 adds new subsections to AS 25.25.602 on procedures to register orders for 
enforcement clarify requirements when registering an order. 

Section 64 makes a conforming amendment to add "foreign country" to AS 25.25 .603 on effect 
of registration for enforcement. 

Section 65 amends AS 25 .25 .604 on choice of law and provides that the Jaw of the issuing state 
or country determines how payments occur under a registered order, how arrears are calculated 
and interest on those arrears, and the satisfaction of the support obligation. 

Sectional Analysis Uniform Interstate Family Support Act Amendments of 2008 
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Section 66 adds new subsections to AS 25.25.604 to provide that a responding court in this state 
shall apply the procedures and remedies available in Alaska to collect and enforce a support 
order from another jurisdiction but that Alaska will prospectively apply the law of the state or 
foreign country that issued the controlling order. 

Section 67 makes conforming changes in AS 25.25.605 and references the statue that provides 
the procedure and rules to contest the registration of a support order and provides how to register 
an order if there are two or more orders in effect. 

Section 68 makes adds a new subsection to AS 25.25.605 to specify notice requirements if the 
registering party asserts two or more orders are in effect. 

Sections 69 and 70 are conforming amendments to time and procedures to contest the validity of 
a support order. 

Section 71 adds to AS 25.25.607, the reasons to contest validity of a support order, the ability for 
a party to state the alleged controlling order is not the controlling order. 

Section 72 through 74 makes conforming technical changes. 

Section 75 amends AS 25.25.6ll(c) the language related to modification of an order from 
another jurisdiction and clarifies that aspects of the order that could not be modified in the law of 
the issuing state may not be modified by Alaska. 

Section 76 amends AS 25 .25 .611 ( d) to make conforming technical changes. 

Section 77 amends AS 25.25.611 by adding a new subsection providing that the law of the state 
that issued the controlling order governs the duration of support. Also provides that the tribunals 
in Alaska retain jurisdiction when one party moves to another state and the other party resides 
outside the United States. 

Section 78 amends AS 25 .25 .612 to require that when an Alaska order is modified by another 
state, Alaska shall only enforce the old order for the purposes of arrears and interest prior to 
modification and provide relief for violation of the order that occurred prior to modification, but 
upon registration then shall enforce the modified order from the other state. 

Section 79 amends AS 25.25 to add new sections: 
Jurisdiction to modify child support order of foreign country. Provides that when a 

foreign country no longer has or refuses to exercise jurisdiction over a child support 
modification, Alaska may act over individuals subject to the personal jurisdiction of the court 
without consent and even when persons are not residents of this state and the order that is issued 
will be controlling. 

Procedure to register child support order of foreign country for modification. 
Provides that a party or child support enforcement agency can file a petition to modify a foreign 
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support order that is not under the Hague Convention at the same time as a request for 
registration or at another time. 

Section 80 amends AS 25.25.71 to remove the procedures on parentage and creates definitions 
for sections 25.701 to 25. 713 regarding initiating, registering, contesting, enforcing, and 
modifying support orders. Definitions include "application," "central authority," "convention 
support order," "direct request," "foreign central authority," "foreign support agreement," and 
"United States central authority." 

Section 81 amends AS 25.25 by adding new sections: 
Applicability. Provides that sections 25.701 to 25.713 only apply to child support 

proceedings under the Hague Convention. 

Relationship of child support services agency to United States central authority. 
Provides that the federal Department of Human Services has recognized the Alaska child support 
services agency as the agency that may act under the convention. 

Initiation by child support services agency of support proceeding under the 
convention. Specifies that the Alaska child support services agency provides enforcement 
services in child support proceedings to establish, modify, and enforce child support in foreign 
and domestic proceedings. 

Direct request. Provides that an individual may request to establish, modify, or enforce 
a child support order under the applicable laws of the state, but does not require the child support 
services agency to provide assistance to the petitioner who is filing the request. This section 
provides that the statutes applying to the convention do not prohibit the use of the simplified and 
expedited rules in Alaska law for recognition and enforcement of foreign support orders. 

Registration of convention support order. Provides the necessary documents to 
register a foreign support order including: the order and verification of its enforceability in the 
country it came from, the total arrears, and the due process rights of the respondent. This section 
provides that the court does not have to register an order if it finds that it would be contrary to 
public policy and must promptly notify the parties if the order is not registered. 

Contest of registered convention support order. References to statutes that apply to 
contested registration of a support order and provides the regulations for registering a support 
order under the Hague Convention, specifically the timelines for contesting registration and the 
basis for contesting the registration. 

Recognition and enforcement of registered convention support order. Provides the 
circumstances under which Alaska may refuse to register a support order that is under the Hague 
Convention. 

Partial enforcement. Provides that when one part of a foreign order can be enforced and 
one part cannot the court shall enforce the part that can be enforced. 

Sectional Analysis Uniform Interstate Family Support Act Amendments of 2008 
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Foreign support agreement. Provides the terms under which a foreign support 
agreement can be recognized and enforced in Alaska. 

Modification of convention child support order. Provides that an Alaska tribunal 
cannot modify a child support order when the obligee is still a resident of the foreign country 
where the order was issued unless that obligee agrees that Alaska has jurisdiction, the foreign 
court refuses to exercise jurisdiction, or the order could not be registered because of a lack of 
jurisdiction, fraud, or lack of authenticity of the order in the foreign jurisdiction. 

Personal information; limit on use. Personal information under these section is only to 
be used for the purposes for which it was gathered. 

Record in original language; English translation. Provides that a record of the court 
proceedings from the foreign country must be in its original language and if not in English must 
come with an English translation. 

Sections 82 through 84 makes conforming technical changes. 

Section 85 clarifies that uniformity is promoted and encouraged. 

Section 86 repeals AS 25.25.205(f), 25.25.206(c), 25.25.301(b), and 25.25.401(c). These 
sections address spousal support. A new section, 25.25.281 will address spousal support. See 
Section 25 of the bill. 

Section 87 Applicability. Adds that the effective date applies to proceedings that are started on 
or after the effective date of this act to any action to determine parentage, or register, recognize, 
modify, or enforce an order or agreement. 

Section 88 Transition provisions. Provides that the Department of Revenue may adopt 
regulations to implement changes by this act. 

Section 89 Revisor's instruction. Directs the revisor to change the headings or catch lines for 
certain affected sections of the chapter. 

Section 90 Effective date. Section 88 addressing, addressing regulations, is effective 
immediately. 

Section 91 Effective Date. The Act is effective July 1, 2015. 
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The Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA) provides universal and uniform rules for 
the enforcement of family support orders by: setting basic jurisdictional standards for state 
courts; determining the basis for a state to exercise continuing exclusive jurisdiction over a child 
support proceeding; establishing rules for determining which state issues the controlling order in 
the event proceedings are initiated in multiple jurisdictions; and providing rules for modifying or 
refusing to modify another state's child support order. 

In November 2007, the United States signed the Hague Convention on the International 
Recovery of Child Support and Other Forms of Family Maintenance ("the Convention"). This 
Convention contains numerous provisions that establish uniform procedures for the processing of 
international child support cases. In July 2008, the Uniform Law Commission amended UIFSA 
to incorporate changes required by the Convention. In order for the United States to fully accede 
to the Convention it was necessary to modify UIFSA by incorporating provisions of the 
Convention that impact existing state law. The 2008 UIFSA amendments serve as the 
implementing language for the Convention throughout the states. Importantly, enacting the 
UIFSA amendments will improve the enforcement of American child support orders abroad and 
will ensure that children residing in the United States will receive the financial support due from 
parents, wherever the parents reside. 

The bulk of the 2008 amendments are housed in a new section ofUIFSA: Section 7. The new 
section provides guidelines and procedures for the registration, recognition, enforcement and 
modification of foreign support orders from countries that are parties to the Convention. 
Specifically, Section 7 provides that a support order from a country that has acceded to the 
Convention must be registered immediately unless a tribunal in the state where the registration is 
sought determines that the language of the order goes against the policy of the state. Once 
registered, the non-registering party receives notice and is allowed the opportunity to challenge 
the order on certain grounds. Unless one of the grounds for denying recognition is established, 
the order is to be enforced. Additionally, Section 7 requires documents submitted under the 
Convention be in the original language and a translated version submitted if the original 
language is not English. 

In September 2014, Congress passed federal implementing legislation for the Convention. 
Importantly, the new law (the Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act) 
requires that the 2008 UIFSA amendments be enacted in every jurisdiction as a condition for 
continued receipt of federal funds supporting state child support programs. Failure to enact these 
amendments during the 2015 legislative session may result in a state's loss of this important 
federal funding. 

The ULC is a nonprofit fonned in 1892 to create nonpartisan state legislation. Over 350 volunteer commissioners~awyers, 
judges, law professors, legislative staff, and others-work together to draft laws ranging from the Unifonn Commercial Code to 

acts on property, trusts and estates, family law, criminal law and other areas where unifonnity of state law is desirable. 
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WHY STATES SHOULD ADOPT THE UNIFORM INTERSTATE FAMILY SUPPORT ACT 
2008 AMENDMENTS 

The Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA) provides universal and unifonn rules for 
the enforcement of family support orders. UIFSA represents a collaborative effort among the 
Unifonn Law Commission ("ULC"), federal and state child support officials, and representatives 
of national child support organizations. 

In 2008, the ULC approved amendments to UIFSA to incorporate the provisions of the 2007 
Hague Convention on the International Recovery of Child Support of Family Maintenance into 
state law ("the Convention"). The Convention contains numerous provisions that establish 
uniform procedures for the processing of international child support cases. When the 2008 
amendments were approved, all U.S. jurisdictions had in place a version of UIFSA. 

The 2008 UIFSA amendments serve as the implementing language for the Convention 
throughout the states. The 2014 Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act 
serves as the federal implementing legislation for the Convention. 

All states should act expeditiously to enact the UIFSA 2008 amendments during their 2015 
legislative session for the following reasons: 

• Funding - The 2014 federal law requires that all states enact the 2008 UIFSA 
amendments by the end of their 2015 legislative session as a condition for continued 
receipt of federal funds supporting state child support programs. Failure to enact these 
amendments by that time may result in a state's loss of important federal funding. This 
conditional approach is not new; another federal law required all states to enact a 
previous version of UIFSA within a certain time frame in order to receive the same 
federal funds for state child support programs. All jurisdictions complied. 

• Enhanced Recognition Abroad - Enactment of the 2008 UIFSA amendments will 
improve the enforcement of American child support orders abroad and will ensure that 
children residing in the United States will receive the financial support due from parents, 
wherever the parents reside. 

• Guidelines for Foreign Support Orders - The amendments provide guidelines and 
procedures for the registration, enforcement, and modification of foreign support orders 
from countries that are parties to the Convention. 

• Limited Changes - The 2008 changes to UIFSA were limited to those necessary to 
accommodate the Convention. Sections 2-6 are largely unchanged, and a new Section 7 
contains all rules applicable to cases involving the Convention. 

The ULC is a nonprofit formed In 1892 to create nonpartisan state legislation. Over 350 volunteer commissioners-lawyers, 
judges, law professors, legislative staff, and others-work together to draft laws ranging from the Uniform Commercial Code to 

acts on property, trusts and estates, family law, criminal law and other areas where uniformity of state law is desirable. 
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Act Interstate Family Support Act Amendments (2008) 

Origin Completed by the Uniform Law Commission in 2008. 

Description The 2008 UIFSA Amendments modify the current version of UIFSA's 
international provisions to comport with the obligations of the United 
States under the 2007 Hague Convention on Maintenance. 2014 
federal legislation requires all states to enact the 2008 UIFSA 
Amendments as a condition of continuing to receive federal funds for 
state child support programs. Failure to enact these amendments 
during the 2015 legislative session may result in a state's loss of 
important federal funding. 

Endorsements Approved by the American Bar Association 

Enactments Florida, Georgia, Maine, Minnesota, Missouri, Nevada, New Mexico, 
North Dakota, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Utah, Wisconsin 

2015 Introductions Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Hawaii, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, New Hampshire, Oklahoma, South 
Dakota, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, Wyoming 

Staff Llaison(s) Lindsay Beaver 
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ACTION TRANSMITTAL 

AT-14-11 

DA TE: October 9, 2014 

TO: State Agencies Administering Child Support Plans under Title IV-D of the Social Security Act. and Other Interested Individuals 

SUBJECT: P.L 113-183 UIFSA 2008 Enactment 

On September 29, 2014 President Obama signed Public Law (P.L) 113-183, the Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act. This law 
amends section 466(f) of the Social Security Act. requiring all states to enact any amendments to the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act ' officia~y 
adopted as of September 30, 2008 by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws· (referred to as UIFSA 2008). Among other 
changes, the UIFSA 2008 amendments integrate the appropriate provisions of The Hague Convention on the International Recovery of Child Support and 
Other Forms of Family Maintenance, which was adopted at the Hague Conference on Private International Law on November 23, 2007, referred to as the 
2007 Family Maintenance Convention. 

Section 301(f)(3)(A) of P.L. 113-183 requires that UIFSA 2008 must be in effect in every state 'no later than the effective date of laws enacted by the 
legislature of the State implementing such paragraph, but In no event later than the first day of the first calendar quarter beginning after the close of the first 
regular session of the State legislature that begins after the date of the enactment of this Act. ' If a state has a 2-year leglslatlve session, ' each year of the 
session shall be deemed to be a separate regular session of the State legislature.' 
In 2008, after the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws adopted the UIFSA 2008 amendments, several states asked OCSE if 
their state legislatures could enact UIFSA 2008. At that time, section 466(f) of the Social Security Act required states to adopt UIFSA 1996, a previous 
version to UIFSA 2008. OCSE issued DCL-08-41, which permitted states to enact UIFSA 2008 verbatim with a provision that the effective date of its 
enactment be delayed until the 2007 Family Maintenance Convention is ratified and the United States deposits its Instrument of ratification. States that 
chose to follow this process did not need to request an exemption from OCSE. Eight states passed UIFSA 2008 using the effective date language 
described in DCL-08-41 . 

Due to the specific requirement in P.L. 113-183 that states enact UIFSA 2008 in their next state legislative session, OCSE rescinds DCL-08-41. The eight 
states that enacted UIFSA 2008 with a delayed implementation date must take the necessary legislative or administrative steps for UIFSA 2008 to be 
effective as directed in P.L. 113-183. 

Now that the President has signed P.L. 113-183, the following steps must occur before the 2007 Family Maintenance convention can enter into force for 
the United States. 

• All states must enact. UIFSA 2008 verbatim by the effective date noted in P.L. 113-183. Where UIFSA 2008 has bracketed language, states may use 
termlnology appropriate under state law. In addition, P. L. 113-183 requires states to make minor revisions to the state plan which OCSE will address 
in forthcoming guidance. 

• The President must sign the Instrument of ratification. 

• Once these adivities are completed, the United States wlll be able to deposit its instrument of ratificaUon with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Kingdom of the Nether1ands, which is the depositary for the Hague Convention on the International Recovery of Child Support and Other Forms of 
Family Maintenance. 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/css/resource/pl-113-l 83-uifsa-2008-enactment ?/10/?01" 
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It is important to note that, once UIFSA 2008 Is in effect in your state, intemational cases will not be processed under Article 7 of UIFSA 2008 until the 
2007 Family Maintenance Convention enters into force for the United States. Once this occurs, Article 7 of UIFSA 2008 will be in effect for all cases 
transmitted and received under the 2007 Family Maintenance Convention. 

OCSE expresses our sincere thanks to the entire child support community fer the collaborative and monumental effort taken to reach this important 
milestone. We look forward to working together to enact UIFSA 2008 In all states. and to Implement the 2007 Family Maintenance Convention In the 
United States. 

Thank you for your continued efforts on behalf of our nation's children. 

SUPERSEDED MATERIAL: DCL-08-41 

REFERENCES: AT-14-08, DCL-10-20 

INQUIRIES TO: ACF/OCSE Regional Program Managers 

Vicki Turetsky 
Commissioner 
Office of Child Support Enforcement 

cc: Tribal IV-D Directors 
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Title: UNIFORM INTER.CHILD SUPPORT;PARENTAGE 
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Requester: (H) STATE AFFAIRS 

Expenditures/Revenues 
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FY2016 Governor's 

Fiscal Note Number: 

() Publish Date: 

Department: Department of Law 
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Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY2015) cost: 0.0 (separate supplemental appropriation required) 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section) 

Estimated CAPITAL (FY2016) cost: 0.0 (separate capital appropriation required) 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section) 

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS 
Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency? No 
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed? 

Why_ t~is fiscal note cl~f!_ers from previous version: 
[ Initial version; not applicable. 

Prepared By: Valerie Rose, Budget Analyst Phone: 
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FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS 

ST A TE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB106 

2015 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Analysis 

HB106 updates Alaska's Alaska statutes AS 25.25.101 to 25.25.903, Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA), with 
the 2008 version. The UIFSA provides uniform rules for the establishing, modifying, and enforcing child and spousal 
support orders between other states and jurisdictions. This bill affects the Alaska Child Support Services Division (CSSD) in 
the Department of Revenue. The Department of Law represents CSSD. 

UIFSA 2008 
The 2008 UIFSA contains important provisions for the enforcement and recovery of child support in international cases. 
The bill provides a new article 7 to address international child support cases. These changes include definitions for article 
7, the processes for CSSD to initiate an international case and proceedings available to the parents . Article 7 also outlines 
the requirements for registering an international child support order in Alaska and how a parent can contest registration . 
It further outlines the grounds for Alaska to recognize and enforce international orders. The bill provides that the 
international order must be translated into English . The bill also addresses currency conversion. 

UIFSA2001 
The bill also contains clarifying provisions from the 2001 UIFSA including clarifying the processes for a controlling order 
determ ination when there are multiple, valid orders. The bill also clarifies that the law of the issuing state governs the 

duration of the support order. 

Federal Funding 
Enactment of this legislation is necessary for the Alaska Child Support Services Division to continue to receive federal 

funding. 

The Department of Law expects no fiscal impact should this bill become law. 

(Revised 10/30/2014 0 MB) Page 2 of 2 

Control Code: hJmld 
HB106-LAW-CIV-02-13-15 



Fiscal Note 
State of Alaska 

2015 Legislative Session 

Identifier: HB 106-DOR-CSSD-02-13-15 

Title: UNIFORM INTER.CHILD SUPPORT;PARENTAGE 
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Requester: Governor 
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Bill Version: 

Fiscal Note Number: 

() Publish Date: 

HB 106 

Department: Department of Revenue 

Appropriation: Child Support Services 

Allocation: Child Support Services Division 

0MB Component Number: 111 
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Requested 
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0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

o.o I 0.0 l o.oJ o.oJ 0.0 l 0.0 l 

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY2015) cost: 0.0 (separate supplemental appropriation required) 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section) 

Estimated CAPITAL (FY2016) cost: 0.0 (separate capital appropriation required) 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section) 
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Does the bill direct, or will the bil l result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency? NO 
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Prepared By: Carol Beecher, Director Phone: 
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FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS 

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 106 
2015 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Analysis 

HB 106 updates Alaska's statutes AS 25.25.101 to 25.25.903, Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA), with the 2008 
version. The UIFSA provides uniform rules for establishing, modifying, and enforcing child and spousal support orders 
between other states and jurisdictions. This bill affects the Alaska Child Support Services Division (CSSD) in the 
Department of Revenue. 

UIFSA 2008 
The 2008 UIFSA contains important provisions for the enforcement and recovery of child support in international cases. 
The bill provides a new article 7 to address international child support cases. These changes include definitions for article 
7, the processes for CSSD to initiate an international case and proceedings available to the parents. Article 7 also outlines 
the requirements for registering an international child support order in Alaska and how a parent can contest registration. 
It further outlines the grounds for Alaska to recognize and enforce international orders. The bill provides that the 
international order must be translated into English. The bill also addresses currency conversion. 

UIFSA 2001 
The bill also contains clarifying provisions from the 2001 UIFSA including clarifying the processes for a controlling order 
determination when there are multiple, valid orders. Also clarifies that the law of the issuing state governs the duration of 
the support order. 

Federal Funding 
Enactment of this legislation is necessary for the Alaska Child Support Services Division to continue to receive federal 
funding. 

The Department of Revenue expects no fiscal impact should this bill become law. 
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