




HOUSE BILL NO. 226 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

BY REPRESENTATIVE HAWKER 

lntrodui:ed: 1/8/16 
Referred: Prefiled 

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act extending the termination date of the Alaska Commission on Aging; and 

2 providing for an effective date." 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY TIIE LEGISLATURE OF TIIE STATE OF ALASKA: 

4 * Section 1. AS 44.66.010(a)(4) is amended to read: 

5 (4) A]aska Commission on Aging (AS 47.45.200) - June 30. 2024 

6 [2016]; 

7 • Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediate]y under AS Ol.10.070(c). 





Anchorage • Glen Alps • Rainbow• Indian • Bird • Girdwood • Portage 

House Bill 226 
Sponsor Statement 

Short Title: Extend Alaska Commission on Aging 

House Bill 226 would extend the Alaska Commission on Aging for eight years, until June 30, 2024, 
based on the recommendations of the Legislative Auditor to the Legislative Budget and Audit 
Committee. 

The recently completed audit found that the Alaska Commission on Aging is serving the public•s 
interest by formulating and approving the comprehensive State Plan for Senior Services; advocating 
for older Alaskans; providmg education programs; making recommendations to the legislature and the 
governor on legislation, appropriations, programs and services for seniors; and serving as a federally 
recognized advisory council to satisfy the requirement of the Older Americans Act, allowing Alaska 
to receive federal fundmg through the Administration on Community Living. 

House Bill 226 is supported by many organizations including the AARP, Access Alaska, Alzheimer's 
Resource of Alaska, Anchorage Senior Activity Center, Coalition of Mat-Su Senior Centers, 
Denakkanaaga, Inc., Governor's Counctl on Disabilities and Special Education, Office of the Long 
Tenn Care Ombudsman, Mat-Su Council on Aging, Municipality of Anchorage - Senior Citizens 
Advisory Commission, North Star Council on Aging, Senior Citizens of Kodiak, Inc., and Soldotna 
Area Seniors, Inc. 





identifier: HB22S-DHSS-COA 1-25-16 

Title: EXTEND ALASKA COMMISSION ON AGING 

Sponsor. HAWKER 

Requester. House HSS 

Expenditures/Revenues 

() Publish Date: 

Department Department of Health and Soclal Seivices 

Appropriation: Senior and Disabilities Services 

Allocation: Commisslon on Aglng 

0MB Component Number. 2674 

Note: Amounts do not include Inflation unless otherwise noted below. (Thousands of Dollars\ 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES 
Personal Seiv1ces 
Travel 
Seivices 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants & Benefits 
Miscellaneous 
Total Operating 

Fund Source (Operating Only 
1004 Gen Fund 
1007 I/ A Rcpts 
1037GF/PJIH 
1092 MHTAAR 
Total 

Positions 

I Full-time 
Part-Hme 
Temporary 

[ Change In Revenues 

Included in 

FY2017 Governor's 
Appropriation FY2017 

Requested Request 
FY 2017 FY2017 

478.8 
37.7 
19.2 
40 

o.o 539.7 

42.9 
348.1 
29.6 

119.1 
o.o 539.7 

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY2016) cost: 0.0 
(discuss reasons and fund sourr;e(s) in analysis section) 

Estimated CAPITAL (FY2017} cost: 0.0 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section) 

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS 

Out-Year Cost Estimates 

FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 
478.8 478.8 478.8 

37.7 37.7 37.7 
19.2 19.2 19.2 
4.0 4.0 4.0 

539.7 539.7 539.7 

42.9 42.9 42.9 
348.1 348.1 348.1 
29.6 29.6 29 6 

119.1 119.1 119.1 
539.7 539.7 539.7 

(separate supplemental appropn·ation required) 

(separate capital appropriation required) 

Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency? No 
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed? n/a 

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version: 
j Corrected fund sources. 

FY2021 FY2022 
478.8 478.8 
37.7 37.7 
19.2 19.2 
4.0 4.0 

539.7 539.7 

42.9 42.9 
348.1 348.1 
29.6 29.6 

119.1 119.1 
539.7 539.7 

Prepared By: 
rt..L...1...1--. 

....,~,....~-:--~~-~--a-'!-::c!c-'~-~,...'~--ct-_~-r---_-_-,_-_-_________________ Phone· ~:0_?!2!~:a~: __ ... 



Analysis 

Legislation is needed to reauthorize the Alaska Commission on Aging for eight years. 

The Alaska Commission on Aging satisfies a requirement of the federal Older Americans Act (OAA). States receiving OAA 
funding are required to have an advisory council that: 

- Must be comprised of older individuals eligible to participate in CAA-funded programs; 

- Advises the •state unit on aging" regarding matters of aging issues. In Alaska, the Department of Health and Social 
Services (DHSS) Is the state umt on aging as designated by the Governor. The Alaska Commission on Aging serves as the 
advisory council to DHSS and satisfies this federal requirement. 

The commission consists of eleven seats and has a staff of four full-time employees. 

The Older Americans Act provided approximately $11 million in funding for Alaska's senior programs in FY2016. This 
funding supports a variety of services for seniors such as the Office of the Long-Term Care Ombudsman, the Alaska 
Housing Finance Corporation senior housing office, the Oepartment of Labor's Mature Alaskans Seeking Skills Training 
program, and Nutrition, Transportation, and Support Services grants issued through the Division of Senior and Disabilities 
Services. 

The proposed legislation would amend AS 44.66.010(a)(4) to extend the Commission's sunset date by eight years to June 
30, 2024. 

The Commission is funded in part ($348.1) by a reimbursable services agreement from the Senior and 01sabilities Services 
Administration component. A small part($73.S) of that Senior and Disabilities Services Administration RSA funding ls 
drawn from a Title Ill Older Americans Act grant from the federal OHHS Administration for Community Living. 
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ldentrfier: H8226-DHSS-SDSA-2+16° 

Title: EXTEND ALASKA COMMISSION ON AGING 

() Publish Date: 

Department Department of Health and Soclal Seivices 

Appropriation: Senior and Disabilities Seivices 

Sponsor: HAWKER Allocation: senior and Disabilities Services Administration 

Requester: House HSS 0MB Component Number: 2663 

Expendltu res/Revenues 
Note· Amounts do not include Inflation unless otherwise noted below. 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES 
Personal Seiv,ces 
Travel 
Seivlces 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants & Benefits 
Miscellaneous 
Total Operating 

Fund Source (Operating Only, 
1002 Fed Rcpts 
1004 Gen Fund 
Total 

Positions 

IFull-tJme 
ParMime 
Temporary 

I Change In Revenues 

Included in 

FY2017 Governor's 
Appropriation FY2017 

Requested Request 
FY 2017 FY2017 

248.0 
1.4 

520.2 
0.3 

0.0 769.9 

603.2 
166.7 

0.0 769.9 

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL {FY2016) cost: 0.0 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) In analysis section) 

Estimated CAPITAL (FY2017) cost: 0.0 
{discuss reasons and fund source(s) In analysis section) 

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS 

Out-Year Cost Estimates 

FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 
248.0 248.0 248.0 

1.4 1.4 1.4 
520.2 520.2 520.2 

0.3 0.3 0.3 

769.9 769.9 769.9 

603.2 603.2 603.2 
166.7 166.7 166.7 
769.9 769.9 769.9 

(separate supplemental appropriation required) 

(separate capital appropriation required) 

Does the b1U direct, or will the bill result ln, regulation changes adopted by your agency? No 
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed? n/a 

Wh this fiscal note differs from revlous version: 
Not apphcable: lnrt,at version. 

IThousands of Dollars\ 

FY 2021 FY 2022 
248.0 248.0 

1.4 1.4 
520.2 520.2 

0.3 0.3 

769.9 769,9 

603.2 603.2 
166.7 166.7 
769.9 769.9 

201 

Prepared By: Duane Mayes, Director Phone: (907)269-2083 
-,,--,--...:._.,.._.,.;._ -_-,,_,.., __ ,--,,....-...,......-----------------



Analysis 

The proposed legislation would amend AS 44.66.010(al(4) to extend the Commission's sunset date by eight years to June 
30, 2024 

The federal government, through Its Department of Health and Human Services Administration on Aging, provides funding 
to support services for indivuals over the age of 60 as required by the Older Americans Act (CAA). To be eligible to receive 
CAA funding, each state must designate a "state unit on aging# and develop a state plan. The State of Alaska has 
designated Health and Social Services as Its state unit on aging. 

The operations of Alaska's state unit on aging are carried our jointly by OHSS' Division of Senior and Disabilities Services 
(DSDS) and the Commission on Aging. DSDS administers state and federally funded grant programs. The commission is 
responsible for developing the state plan and performing advocacy, outreach, and educational activities. 

In accordance with DAA Section 305, a state may be divided into a number of planning and service areas or, as in the case of 
Alaska, be a single planning and service area. CAA Section 306 (al(6)(D) requires that planning and service agencies: 

(D) establish an advisory council consisting of older individuals (induding minority individuals and older individuals 
residing in rural areas) who are participants or who are eligible to participate in programs assisted under this Act, family 
caregivers of such Individuals, representatives of older individuals, service providers, representatives of the business 
community, local elected officials, providers of veterans' health care (1f appropriate], and the general public, to advise 
continuously the area agency on aging on alt matters relating to the development ofthe area plan, the administration of the 
plan and operations conducted under the plan; 

In Alaska, the commission serves as the "advisory council." 

The Senior and Disabilities Services Administrative component receives $603.2 in Older Americans Act funding, requiring 
$166. 7 in state match: 

$248.0 Personal Services to fund two Health Program Manager II Positions (PCN 02-1515, 06-2342) 
$1.4 Travel for site reviews 
$520.2 Services 
$0.3 Commodities 
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Identifier: 

Title; 

Sponsor: 

HB226-DHSS-SCBG-2-4-16 

EXTEND ALASKA COMMISSION ON AGING 

HAWKER 

Requester: House HSS 

Expendltures/Reve nues 

() Publish Date: 

Department: Department of Health and Social Services 

Appropriation: Senior and Drsab1lrtles Services 

Allocation: Senior Community Based Grants 

0MB Component Number: 2787 

Note· Amounts do not Include inflation unless otherwise noted below. IThousands nf Dollars\ 
Included 1n 

FY2017 Governor's 
Appropriation FY2017 Out-Year Cost Estimates 

Requested Request 
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY2017 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 FY2022 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants & Benefits 6,803.4 6,803.4 B,803.4 6,803.4 6,803.4 6,803.4 
Miscellaneous 
Total Operating 0.0 6,803.4 6,803.4 6,803.4 6,803.4 6,803.4 6,803.4 

Fund Source (Operating Only 
1002 Fed Rcpts 5,771.3 5.771.3 5,771.3 5,771.3 5,771.3 5,771.3 
1004 Gen Fund 1,032.1 1,032.1 1,032.1 1,032.1 1,032.1 1,032.1 
Total o.o 6,803.4 6,803.4 6,803.4 6,803.4 6,803.4 6,803.4 

Positions 

I Change In Revenues 

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY2016) cost: 0.0 (separate supplemental appropriation required) 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section) 

EsUma1ed CAPITAL (FY2017) cost: 0.0 (separate capital appropriation required) 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section) 

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS 
Does the bill direct, or will the bill result In, regulation changes adopted by your agency? No 
Jf yes, by what date are the regulatrons to be adopted, amended or repealed? n/a 

Wh this fiscal note differs from revlous version: 
Not a phcable; inrtral versron. 

Prepared By: Duane Mayes, Director Phone: (907)269-2083 ----....:..:--'----------------------



STATE OF ALASKA DIL,Lr 1,._,. nDLLU ----------2016 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Analysls 

The proposed legislation would amend AS 44.66.010(a)(4) to extend the Commission's sunset date by eight years to June 
30,2024 

The federal government, through lts Department of Health and Human Services Administration on Aging, provides funding 
to support services for indivuals over the age of 60 as required by the Older Americans Act (CAA). To be eligible to receive 
CAA funding, each state must designate a "state unit on aging" and develop a state plan. The State of Alaska has 
designated Health and Social Services as its state unit on aging. 

The operations of Alaska's state unit on aging are carried our jointly by DHSS' Division of Senior and Disabilities Services 
(DSOS) and the Commission on Aging. DSDS administers state and federally funded grant programs. The commission is 
responsible for developing the state plan and performing advocacy, outreach, and educatronal activities. 

In accordance with OAA Section 305, a state may be divided Into a number of planning and service areas or, as in the case 
of Alaska, be a single planning and service area. CAA Section 306 (a)(6)(D) requires that planning and service agencies: 

(D) establish an advisory council consisting of older individuals (including minority Individuals and older individuals 
residing In rural areas) who are participants or who are eligible to participate in programs assisted under this Act, family 
caregivers of such lndivlduals, representatives of older individuals, service providers, representatives of the business 
community, local elected officials, providers of veterans' health care (if appropriate), and the general public, to advise 
continuously the area agency on aging on all matters rel at Ing to the development of the area plan, the administration of 
the plan and operations conducted under the plan; 

1n Alaska, the commission serves as the "advisory council." 

The commission consists of eleven seats and has a staff of four full-tlme employees. 

The Senior Community Based Grants component receives $5,771.3 in Older American's Act funding, requfrfng $1,032.1 in 
state match dollars. These dollars target the following grant programs: 

National Family Caregiver Support 
Health Promotion and Disease Prevention 
Nutrition, Transportation and Support Services for seniors 
Nutrition Supplement Incentive Program Provider Agreements 
Nutrition Incentive Program for Senior Meals through Schools 



Identifier: HB226-0HSS-C0A-24-16 

Title: EXTEND ALASKA COMMISSION ON AGING 

Sponsor: HAWKER 

Requester: House HSS 

Expenditures/Revenues 

() Publish Date: 

Department Department of Health and Social Services 

Appropriation: Senior and D1sabllitles Services 

Allocation: Commission on Aging 

0MB Component Number: 2674 

Note: Amounts do not Include Inflation unless otherwise noted below <Thousands of Dollarsl 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants & Benefits 
Miscellaneous 
Total Operating 

Fund Source (Operating Only 
1004 Gen Fund 
1007 1/A Rcpts 
1037GF/MH 
1092MHTMR 
Total 

Positions 

I Full-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

! Change In Revenues 

Included 1n 
FY2017 Governor's 

Appropriation FY2017 
Requested Request 

FY 2017 FY2017 
478.B 

37.7 
19.2 
4.0 

0.0 539.7 

42.9 
348.1 
29.6 

119. 1 
0.0 539.7 

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY2016) cost: 0.0 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) In analysis section) 

Estimated CAPITAL (FY2017) cost. a.a 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section) 

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS 

Out-Year Cost Estimates 

FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 
478.8 478.8 478.8 

37.7 37.7 37.7 
19.2 19.2 19.2 
4,0 4.0 4.0 

539.7 539.7 539.7 

42.9 42.9 42.9 
348.1 348.1 348.1 
29.6 29.6 29.6 

119.1 119.1 119.1 
539.7 539.7 539.7 

(separate supplemental appropnation required) 

(separate capital appropriation required) 

Does the blll direct. er will the bill result In, regulation changes adopted by your agency? No 
If yes, by what dale are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed? nla 

Wh this fiscal note differs from previous version: 
The narrative description has been updated. 

FY2021 
478.8 

37.7 
19.2 
4.0 

539.7 

42.9 
348.1 
29.6 

119.1 
539.7 

Prepared By; _D_u_an_e_M_a..:.y,.;..es..:.,_D_1re_ct_or __________________ Phone· (907)269-2083 

FY 2022 
478.8 

37.7 
19.2 
4.0 

539.7 

42.9 
348.1 
29.6 

119.1 
539.7 



Analysis 

The proposed legislation would amend AS 44.66.010(a)(4) to extend the Commission's sunset date by eight years to June 
30,2024 

The federal government, through its Department of Health and Human Services Administration on Aging, provides funding 
to support services for indivuals over the age of 60 as required by the Older Americans Act (OAA). To be eligible to receive 
OAA funding, each state must designate a •state unit on aging- and develop a state plan. The State of Alaska has 
designated Health and Social Services as its state unit on aging. 

The operations of Alaska's state unit on aging are carried our Jointly by DHSS' Division of Senior and Disabilities Services 
(DSDS) and the Commission on Aging. DSDS administers state and federally funded grant programs. The commission is 
responsible for developing the state plan and performing advocacy, outreach, and educational activities. 

In accordance with OAA Section 305, a state may be divided into a number of planning and service areas or, as in the case 
of Alaska, be a single planning and service area. OAA Section 306 (a)(6)(D) requires that planning and service agencies: 

(D) establish an advisory council consisting of older individuals (including minority individuals and older Individuals 
residing ln rural areas) who are participants or who are eligible to participate In programs assisted under this Act, family 
caregivers of such Individuals, representatives of older individuals, service providers, representatives of the business 
community, local elected officials, providers of veterans' health care (1f appropriate), and the general public, to advise 
continuously the area agency on aging on all matters relating to the development of the area plal\ the administration of 
the plan and operations conducted under the plan; 

In Alaska, the commission serves as the •advisory council.• 

The commission consists of eleven seats and has a staff of four full-time employees. 

The commission is funded in part ($348.1) by a reimbursable services agreement from the Senior and Disabilities Services 
Administration component. A small part ($73.5) of that Senior and Disabilities Services Administration RSA funding is 
drawn from a Title Iii Older Americans Act grant from the federal DHHS Administration for Community Living. 
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.L .LLJ.L .J..U .l. "-L .J.. 

GOVERNOR BILL WALKER 

ALASKA COMMISSION ON AGING 

P.O. Box 110693 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0693 

Main: 907.465.3250 
Fax: 907 .465.1398 

Alaska Commission on Aging Fact Sheet 

• The Alaska Commission on Aging (ACoA) is an 11 member advisory council whose mission is to ensure the 
dignity and independence of all older Alaskans, and to assist them to lead useful and meaningful lives 
through planning, advocacy, education, and lnteragency cooperation. 

• The Alaska Commission on Aging satisfies a requirement of the federal Older Americans Act (OAA), allowing 
Alaska to receive almost $11 million In federal funding in FY16. The requirements are that the council must: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

o Be comprised of older individuals eligible to participate in CAA-funded programs; 

o Advise the "state agency on aging" regarding matters of aging issues. In Alaska, the Department of 
Health and Social Services (DHSS) is the state agency on aging as designated by the Governor. 

The Alaska Commission on Aging developsthe ~;mprehensive Alaska State Plan on Senior Services, makes 
recommendations on legislation and appropriations beneficlal for older Alaskans, and provides 
education/outreach r:g.a!E~g matters related to aging. ..._ ~~ \ 

The Alaska Commission on Aging also serves as a statutory advisory board to the Alaska Mental Health Trust 
Authority (AMHTA) and advises the AMHTA on the needs of older Alaskans with cognitive impairments, 
including Alzheimer's disease and related dementias. The Commission, in partnership with the AMHTA and 
other agencies, published Alaska's Roadmap to Address Alzheimer's Disease and Related Dementias (2015). 
The Cornrnissionalso makes recommendations to the AMHTA Board of Trustees regarding mental health 
programs for.SeniorTrust Beneficiaries (older people with dementia and other cognitive impairments) and 

the use of funds tha~J_enefi~~this vulnerable population. \ 

~ ,,- ~' \ 
The Alaska Commission on Aging serves as an advocate and educator regarding the needs of Alaska's older 
peopie to help ensure the dignity, health, safety, and independence of Alaska's seniors. In collaboration with 
partners, the Commission coordinated the Power of Aging Symposium, to provide information about senior 
issues, in additiofn to the Alaska Senior Housing Summit, which was the first and only summit devoted to a 
discussion ofsenior housing in Alaska. The Commission hosts regular community forums to encourage senior 
citizen Input on issues affecting them and sponsors the bi-weekly statewide senior legislative advocacy 

, ' 
teleconferences during session to examine and discuss legislation of Interest to seniors. 

--1·. • . \ . ,- ~- ,. '-
Legislative Audit conducted a sunset audit of the Commission in 2015, concluding that the Commission is 
serving the public's interest by helping older Alaskans lead dignified, independent, and useful lives·and that 
the Commission meets the federal requirement for each state to establish an advisory council to advise the 
state on matters related to·agJng.- r '-:, •,' ,\:.:.. \"\', 

I : r ' . '• "· 
r , "'1 '•\ 1 

The Corn mission's FY2016 budget Is $542,700 ($45.9 GF; $348.1 lnteragency Receipts that include federal ,., ... .::.., __ ~, 
pass-through funds; $29.6 GF/M H; ~nd $119.1 MHTAAR). The commission consists of eleven rnernbers'and ,, ••. i~ · 1 
has a staff of fourfull-tirne employees. ,,': .. .- \ : 1.~ .:..~:_,J j 

.L.--:!:f.~ · 1 -- ,! "f-----!., I I 





. . 

Email: marys@ak.net 
Term Expires: 9/1/2016 

Edna Devries, Public Member 
305 North Bonanza Street 
Palmer, Alaska 99645 
Phone: (907) 745-3388 
Email: ednadevries@yahoo.com 
Term Expires: 9/1/2016 

David Blacketer, Public Member 
1949 Mission Road #9 
Kodiak, AK 99615 
Phone: (907) 486-2598 
Email: david.a.blacketer@gmail.com 
Term Expires: 9/1/2019 

Gordon Glaser, Public Member 
1029 Potlatch Orcle 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
Phone: (907) 272-1534 (work) 
Email: mensch@acsalasak net 
Term Expires: 10/1/2017 

Duane Mayes, Depanment of Health & Social Services 
Designated Seat 
Division of Senior & Disabilities Services 
Division Director 
550 W. 8th Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
Phone: (907) 269-2083 
Email: duane.mayes@alaska.gov 

Eleanor Dementi, Public Member 
P.O. Box 14 
cantwell, AK 99729 
Phone: (907) 768-2362 
Email: edementi@yahoo.com 
Term Expires: 9/1/2016 

Marte Cartin, Public Member 
415 Willoughby, #506 
Juneau, AK 99801 
Phone: (907) 586-3637 Fax: (907) 463-3580 
Term Expires: 9/1/2019 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3501 
Phone: (907) 269-6720 Fax: (907) 269-5666 
Email: paula.pawlowski@alaska gov 

Bob Sivertsen, Pioneer Home Advisory Chair 
3817 Alaska Ave. 
Ketchikan, AK 99901 
Phone: (907) 225-3691 
Email: rwsivertsen@gmail.com 
Term: Serves on ACoA Board in the designated seat for the 
Pioneer Home Advisory Board Chair 

Anna Frank, Public Member 
1578 Bridgewater Drive 
Fairbanks, AK 99709 
Phone: (907) 456-5781 Fax: (907) 456-6552 
Email; afrank@gci.net 
Term Expires: 9/1/2016 

Rachel Greenberg, Senior Service Provider 
Palmer Senior Center, Inc. d.b.a. MAT-SU Senior Services 
1132 S. Chugach 
Palmer, AK 99645 
Phone: (907) 745-5454 
Email: pscc@mtaonline.net 
Term Expires: 9/1/2017 

All 11 SEATS VOTE (6 = A QUORUM) 
ACoAStaff 
Denise Daniello, Executive Director 
denise.daniello@alaska gov/ (907) 465-4879 

Dee Shaw, Planner II 
(907) 465-4792 
deirdre.shaw@alaska gov 

Lesley Thompson, Planner 
(907) 465-4793 
lesley.thompson@alaska.gov 

Sherice Cole, Adm in Assistant II 
(907) 465-3250 
sherice cole@alaska.gov 

Alaska Commission on Aging 
P.O. Box 110693 
Juneau, AK 99811-0693 





06-20090-15 
SUMMARY 
OF: 

A Sunset Review of the Department of Health and Social Services, 
Alaska Commission on Aging 

Why DLA Performed This Audit 
The purpose of this audit was to determine if there is a demonstrated public need for the 
commission's continued existence and whether its termination date should be extended. 
Currently the commission will terminate on June 30, 2016, and will have one year from that date 
to conclude its administrative operations. 

Report Conclusions 
Overall, the audit concluded that the Alaska Commission on Aging (commission) is serving the 
public's interest by helping older Alaskans lead dignified, independent, and useful lives through 
advocacy. outreach, and education. Furthermore, the commission meets the federal requirement 
that each state establish an advisory council to advise the state on aging matters. We recommend 
that the commission's termination date be extended eight years to June 30, 2024. 

Analysis of Public Need 
The commission has operated in the public's interest by formulating and approving a 
comprehensive statewide plan - the State Plan for Senior Services. The plan identifies and 
addresses the concerns and needs of older Alaskans, and fulfills a federal requirement necessary 
to receive Administration on Aging grant funding. 

The commission has also operated in the public's interest by serving as an advocate for, and 
educator on, the needs of older Alaskans. The commission submitted over 50 recommendations 
to the legislature and governor regarding legislation and appropriations for programs or services 
that benefit older Alaskans. Furthermore, the commission collaborated with several state and 
local organizations on commission projects including development of the State Plan for Senior 
Services and sponsoring educational and outreach events. 

The audit identified two operational changes that would allow the commission to better serve the 
public's interests. 

Findings and Recommendations 
I. The commission's executive director should implement and follow procedures to public 

notice all commission meetings. 

2. The commission's chairperson should review and approve the legislation watch list prior to 
distribution. 





Why DLA Performed 
This Audit 

The purpose of this audit 
was to determine if there is a 
demonstrated public need for the 
commission's continued existence 
and whether its termination date 
should be extended. Currently 
the commission will terminate on 
June 30, 2016, and will have one 
year from that date to conclude its 
administrative operations. 

What DLA Recommends 

1. The commission's executive 
director should implement 
and follow procedures to 
public notice all commission 
meetings. 

2. The commission's chairperson 
should review and approve 
the legislation watch list prior 
to distribution. 

Alaska Commission on Aging 

April 10, 2015 

Audit Control Number 06-20090-15 

REPORT CONCLUSIONS 

Overall, the audit concluded that the Alaska Commission on Aging 
(commission) is serving the public's interest by helping older Alaskans 
lead dignified, independent, and useful lives through advocacy, 
outreach, and education. Furthermore, the commission meets the 
federal requirement that each state establish an advisory council to 
advise the state on aging matters.We recommend that the commission's 
termination date be extended eight years to June 30, 2024. 

ANALYSIS OF PUBLIC NEED 

The commission has operated in the public's interest by formulating 
and approving a comprehensive statewide plan - the State Plan for 
Senior Services. The plan identifies and addresses the concerns and 
needs of older Alaskans, and fulfills a federal requirement necessary 
to receive Administration on Aging grant funding. 

The commission has also operated in the public's interest by serving 
as an advocate for, and educator on, the needs of older Alaskans. The 
commission submitted over 50 recommendations to the legislature 
and governor regarding legislation and appropriations for programs 
or services that benefit older Alaskans. Furthermore, the commission 
collaborated with several state and local organizations on commission 
projects including development of the State Plan for Senior Services 
and sponsoring educational and outreach events. 

The audit identified two operational changes that would allow the 
commission to better serve the public's Interests. 





Full audit available at http:tnegaudit.akleg.gov/docs/audits/sunset/dhss/20090rpt-2015.pdf 

(Intentionally left blank) 





Be advised of the following participation in the House Health and Social Services Committee hearing on 
Thursday, Feb. 4th• Telephonic participants will call in to 1-844-586·9085 but I list their numbers here in 
case they are cut off and the committee aide needs to call them back. 

HB 226 Extend Alaska Commission on Aging 
• Duane Mayes, Director, Division of Senior and Disabilities Services, in the room and available for 

questions; 

• Deb Etheridge, Deputy Director, Division of Senior and Disabilities Services, in the room and 
available for questions; 

• Jacquelli Ziegenfuss, (pronounced "zi-gen-FOOS"), Administrative Operations Manager, Division 
of Senior and Disabilities Services, in the room and available for questions; 

• Lisa Morley, Grants Section Chief, Division of Senior and Disabilities Services, in the room and 
available for questions 

HB 260 Day Care Assistance and Child care Grants 
• Sean O'Brien, Director, Division of Public Assistance, in the room and available for questions; 
• Janice Braden, Program Coordinator, Public Assistance, on the phone and available for questions 

(907-269-4508); 

HB 262 Senior Benefits Program Eligibility 
• Sean O'Brien, Director, Public Assistance, testifying in person; 
• Monica Mitchell, Chief of Policy and Program Development, Pu bile Assistance, in the room and 

available for questions. 

SB 23 Immunity for Providing Opioid OD Drug 
• Bradly Grigg, Community Mental Health Program Administrator, Division of Behavioral Health, in 

the room and available for questions; 

• Dr. Jay Butler, Chief Medical Officer, on the phone and available for questions (907-744-6422) 





AlaSKa 

December 14, 2015 

Rep. Mike Hawker 
Alaslca State Capitol, Room 502 
Juneau, AK 99801·1182 

-r--•- r -...-v I--·~ 
~MRPAK 

RE: Alaska Commission on Aging· ReAuthorlzatfon 

DRr Rep. Hawker, 

Thank VDU for Your leadership In sponsorfna legfslatlon to reauthori?e the Alaska Commission on Aafng. 
On behalf of AARP Alaska's nearly 90,000 members, we are pleased to offer our support for statutory 
reauthorizatlcn and to reco1nlze the Important function the Commission serves for older Alaskans. 

A.a.RP Alaska has been privileged to work with both staff and appointed members of the Alaska 
Commission on Aging for many years on many worthwhile projects. The partnership with the 
Commission and other relevant 11encfes has produced comprehensive and measurable plans for the 
strareatc delivery of services and supports that address the Independence, dignity, health, engagement. 
and economic value cf Alasb's older adult population. As our state has one of our nation's fastest 
growlna 65+ demographics, the contributions of the Commission are Jncreasln1lyvftal to our collectlve 
wellbeing. 

PartfcuJarly laudable are the openness and Inclusion on the part of the Commission for Input by an older 
Alaskans. Through sponsorship of statewide convenlnp. re1ular educational teleconferences, 
participation In statewide work groups, and lnfonnatfve and regularcammunlcatfons. the opportunities 
for broad dtfzen Involvement are dfflaentJy nurtured. The appointed commissioners wen represent the 
varied geographical, cultural, and sodo.economlc makeup of our state's seniors. They are effective 
advocates for an Alaska Jn which we can an have confidence as we grow older. 

AARP Alaska, without reservation, supports the reauthorization of the Alaska Commission on Aging. The 
needs, Interests and concerns of our membership are well-served by the work of the Commission. 
A1aln, many thanks for Your sponsorship of the reauthorization. 

Sincerely, 

Ken Helander 
AdVOCKy Director 

~ - . 
TenySnyder 
AARP Alasb State President 





Representative Mike Hawker 
Alaska Capitol, Room 502 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 • 1182 

December 11, 2015 

A3 the Executive Director of Access Alaska, it is my pleasure to offer our support for the reauthorization 
of the Alaska Commission on Aging (ACOA). Since their early days,, ACOA has partnered with Access 
A1aslca to advocate for the needs of older Alaskans. ensuring them dignity, health, safety and 
independence. 

ACOA serves as a statutory advisory board to the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority (AMHTA) and 
advises the AMlIT A on the needs of older Alaskans with cognitive impainnen~ including Alzheimer's 
disease and related dementias. The Commission, in partnership with the AMlIT A and other agencies. 
published Alaska's Roadmap to A.ddnsJ Alzheimer's Disease and Related Dementia:l (201 SJ. The 
Commission also makes recommendations to the AMHT A Board of Trustees regarding mental heaJth 
programs for Senior Trost Beneficiaries (older people with dementia and other cognitive impairments) 
and the use of funds that benefit this vulnerable population. 

ACOA and Acces.s Alaska have worked collaboratively on a number of projects over the years, 
including the Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) project, senior and accessible/affordable 
housing, coordinated transportation_ the Alzheimer's Disease and Related Dementias (ADRD) Roadmap 
mentioned above, and many others. A3 we have supported each other and combined our efforts. these 
projects have reached fruition. allowing older Alaskans to continue living in their home communities. 
among loved ones that appreciate and include them in community activities. 

We very much appreciate your proposal of legislation for ACOA's reauthorization. Access Alaska will 
be happy to offer any infonnation or any other means of support for ACOA during this process. Please 
feel free to contact me ifl can be of any assistance .• 





Representative Mike Hawker 
Alaska Capitol. Room 502 
Juneau. AK 99811~1182 

Mailed to Alaska Commission on Aging 

Dear Representative Hawker. 

Resource 
of Alaska 

We support the reauthorization of the Alaska Commission on Aging for an 8-year 
continuation by the Alaska legislature. The Alaska Commission on Aging (ACoA) provides 
needed supports to advance the well-being of seniors in Alaska. 

Working with the senior community. service providers, Department of Health and Social 
Services and other key stakeholders, the ACoA leads the development of studies to identify 
senior needs and policies to address those needs. These policies also seek to achieve 
accessible and affordable services for seniors. The value of services are recognized, such as 
Home and Community Based Services (HCBS). As research shows HCBS prevent or delay 
high cost institutional care and improve the quality of life for both the senior and their 
unpaid family caregiver. This Js critical planning information as the Alaska senior population 
is growing at a faster rate than any other state f n the nation. 

Maintaining a healthy population of seniors in Alaska is very Important Seniors provide 
critical social and economic value to the State. Research shows that children who are 
nurtured and mentored by their grandparents (in addition to their parents) grow into more 
responsible adults (Dr. Biff Thomas, Vision to Reality Conference, November 22, 2024). 
Seniors also contribute three billion dollars to Alaska's economy annually (Power of Aging In 
Alaska Symposium, May 1, 2014). Seniors improve the quality of life for all Alaskans. 

ACoA provides effective leadershrp to maintain a healthy senior population in Alaska and 
we support the reauthorization of the Alaska Commission on Aging for an 8-year 
continuation by the Alaska Legislature. 

~~~ 
Karl Garber 
Executive Director 





Phone 907.n0-21XXl Fox 907·27S.2<tS4 ACCIEDITID IY NATIONALINSTITUTIOF __________________ _ 

SENIOR CENTERS 

December 5, 2015 

The Honorable Mike Hawker 
House of Representatives 
State of Alaska 
Alaska Capitol. Room 502 
Junea~ Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear Representative Hawker, 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and members of the Anchorage Senior Activity 
Center (ASAC), we thank you for sponsoring the bill in support of continuing the 
Commission on Aging. We would like to go on record that we support the 
reauthorization of the Commission on Aging for another eight years. We also support 
the funding that is necessary to maintain the Commission and advance its valuable 
work. 

The Commission on Aging serves as educators and advocates on various issues affecting 
seniors, our fastest growing population in Alaska. Further, the Commission helps 
ensure the dignity, health, safety, and independence of Alaska's seniors and assists 
them in leading useful and meaningful lives. 

Alaska receives nearly $11 million in federal OAA funding in FY2016 thanks to its 
compliance with the Older American Act. The Commission also meets the federal 
requirement for each state to establish an advisory council to guide the state on matters 
related to aging. The Commission released a comprehensive plan on Senior Services, 
and. in partnership with the Alaska Mental Health Trust and other agencies, recently 
published ·Alaska's Roadmap to Address Alzheimer's Disease and Related Dementias 
(2015). 

Again, thank you for taking the leadership role in sponsoring the continuation of the 
Commission on Aging. 





September 16, 2015 

Alaska Commission on Aging 
PO Box 110693 
Juneau. Alaska 99811 

Re SUpport for Continuation of the Alaska Commission on AgtJll 

The Coalition of Mat Su Senior Centers supports continuation of the Department of Health and 
Social Services Alaska Commission on Aging (ACoA), as recommended by the Division of 
Legislative AudJt (Audit Control # 06-20090· 15, dated April 10, 2015). 

We concur with the flndJngs of the audit. namely that the ACoA serves the public Interest by 
helping older Alaskans lead dignified, Independent:. and useful lives through advocacy, outreach, 
and education. The ACoA was key to fonnulatingAlaska's comprehensive State Plan for Senior 
Services, which Identifies concerns and needs of older Alaskans, and fulfills a federal prerequisite 
to Alaska's receipt of grant funds through the Administration on Aging. 

The ACoA ls an effective advocate for oI der Alaskans - a role that takes on heightened Importance 
given the state's rapidly rising population of seniors. Through efforts such as the Power of Aging 
Conference, Senior Housing Summit. and through thef r on-going efforts to monitor legislative, 
regulatory. and industry changes important to Seniors, the ACoA serves as a center of excellence 
for senior Issues. 

As Alaskans age and remain In the Alaskan community of their choosing. and as Americans choose 
to make Alaska their home in retirement:. the •Senior ind~ - now representing about 
$3 billion to Alaska's economy-will grow. With this growth, the Importance of the ACoA's work. 
in collaboration with agencies across the state, will also grow. 

The members of the Coalition of Mat Su Senior Centers are dedicated to optimum outcomes for 
seniors In the Mat Su. Like the ACoA. we work to ensure seniors In the Mat Su will be able to 
remain in the community of their choosing, Hving as independently as possible for as long as 
possible, secure In their dignity and respected as valued elders. 

Coalition of Mat•Su Senf or Centers 

omCERS & MEMBERS OF THE COALfflON OF MAT·SU SENIOR CENTERS ·2015 
OIAIR: INCRID UNG. VICE-CHAIR: LARRY DEARMAN, TR!ASURER: HERMAN THOMPSON.SECRETARY: owct( FOSTER 





Representative Mike Hawker 
Alaska Capitol, Room 502 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear Representative Hawker: 

December 5, 2015 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Denaldcanaaga, it Is our pleasure to write this letter of suppart for legislation to 
reauthorize the Alaska Commission on Aging (ACoA) for eight years as recommended by the Division of legislative Audit 
AprD 2015 audlt repart. 

For over thirty years, ACoA has embarked on a mission to ensure dignity and independence for older Alaskans through 
planning, advocacy, education, and collaboration with other agencies. As Alaska leads the nation in per capita senior 
growth, and older adults are the fastest growing age demographic tn our state, the value of ACoA for seniors and their 
family members has never been greater. 

We would like to take this oppommity to share with you our reasons for supporting ACoA's extension. By statute, the 

ACoA Is responsible for developing the Alaska State Plan for Senior Services In order to satisfy a federal requirement for 
all states recelvfng federal funds for their senior programs. This funding includes Title VI funds for services to Alaska 
Native Elders. To develop the State Plan, the Commission conducted listening sessions in various areas of the state, 
Including Fairbanks. We were pleased to sponsor one of these listening session with the ACoA to focus on the needs of 
Alaska Native Eiders. We were Impressed to find that the comments provided by our Elders expressing the need for 
rulturally appropriate and accessible services in rural Alaska was Included in the State Plan's strategic objectives. 

The ACoA is a resource and strong advocate for the senior community. We especially appreciate their advocacy efforts 
promoting greater awareness about senior needs Including the lmpartance of funding and legislation to help more 
Elders and seniors live safely In thetr homes and communities of choice. Further, the ACoA can also be counted on to 
provide infonnation on a variety of topics related to aging issues, which is helpful to our agency's planning and grant 
writing efforts. 

Thank you for sponsoring this iegfslation to reauthorize the Alaska Commission on Aging. The ACoA deserves recognition 
for their commitment to helping all older Alaskans and is fulfilUng its mission. We at Denakkanaaga value the opportunity 
to work with the commission, as our mission is to be the .. elder voice for the people• for Interior Alaska. 

Sincerely, 

~..I.,~ 





GOVER.NOR. BILL WALKER. 

Senior and Disabilities Services 
Governor's Council on Disabilities & Special Education 

PatrickJ. Reinhart, Executive Director 

January 19, 2016 

Representative Mike Hawker 
Alaska capitol 
RoomS02 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 

Dear Representative Hawker: :--- .. "'; , 

3601 C Street, Suite 7~ 
Anchorage. Alaska 99503 

Main: 907 269.8990 
Fox: 907.269.8995 

,-c..,...-"',,, - _,..t'J,/ .... 

We are pleased to provide this letter of support to the Alaslta Commission on Aging {ACoA) for reauthorization 
for another eight years .. "- . • ,/ · ~....._ \ 

The Governor's Counc;;,on Disabilities and Special Education (GCDSE) fills a vlr1ety offederal and state roles, 
Including serving as the State Council on Developmental Oisabilitfes (SCOD) u~der the Developmental Disabilities 

. ' Assistance and Bill of Rights Act. As the state OD Council, GCDSE works with Senior and Disabilities Services and 
.,r," ,.. ~.., ~ 

other state agencies to ensure that people with Intellectual and developmental disabillties and their famllles 
• --..., j 

receive the services and supports that they need, as well as participate In the planning and design of those 
services. ' "t 

A. '··- • • I 
\'t,,.• '}' ' 1 

Slmil}rty, since 1981 the Alaska Commission on Aging has played an important role in improving the lives of 
r ' ; 

Alaska's senior population. They are a major advisory group on issues that impact Alaskan seniors. The Council 
• -... _,. "",t- \ 

often partners with ACoA on projects and Issues that intersect our two populations, such as Aging and Disability 
/ I 

Resource Centers, assistive technology, accessible housing. community transportation, and long-term services 
~ I 

and supports. ACoA also satisfies a provision of the federal Older Americans Act (OM) that requires an advisory 
• < 

board to In order to receive nearly $11 million dollars In federal funds in support of state-sponsored services 
that impact Alaskan seniors every day, such as in-home supports, senior center prdgrams, adult daycare, home 

~ ~ L .A ,I ~· 

delivered and congregate meals, and more. .:l -:"· ~ ·,;_. :..; _ \ rJ 
I " : • 1 ; _,,. ' "~ •• · -- _ _... 1 , ,._~ ,..\ 

,. .) / -1 ·'t';, ,. ·--r" ' ,f • .., 
The Alaska Commission on Aging develops and monitors the Alaska State Plan on Senior Services and makes 

.: ~ ... .,. .. fl'- r ., .,. . • -1, , • 

recommendations tcflegislatlon and policies that benefit older Alaskans. Like the Governor's Council, the . '\. 
Commission on Aging serves ;s a~"adviso~.g~~~~o the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority on iss~~·~.".'~' :__>,.._ 
concerning persons with Alzheimer's disease and related-dementias (AORD). Their recent and widely touted~ ... - "~ 
publication of Alaska's Roadm'ti, to Addrek Alzheimer's Disease and Related Demtntias is a great exa~pf~ of • : ·1 ' -' 1 

...,...r*""-~ ( .,. y.:;,... "'"" ""; -T.., l 1 \ 'l 

the level of commitment and professiona]ism that we get from both the staff and members of ACoA. • , '" ;; ,, 1 
/ ..,..,l-;,.':,.-1-·'; .,. ··,·~ 

.....J. ,I • - • • f ~ ) • , , • 

L--"1"'t'l~'.. :-: .. :.. '" -· 





A 2015 legislative audit ofthe Department of Health and Social Services concluded that the Commission serves 
the public interest by helping older Alaskans lead dignified, independent, and useful lives, satisfying the 

requirements of the Older Americans Act. The report recommends reauthorization of the Commission on Aging 

and the Council concurs wholeheaned!y. Alaskan seniors depend on ACoA to be their voice in Juneau, as well as 

coordinate a multitude of services and programs statewide. We request that the Alaska Commission on Aging be 
reauthorized before the end of the 2016 legislative session. 

Respectfully, 

Amy Simpson, Chair Patrick Reinhart, Executive Director 





Alaska Mental Health 
Trust Authority 

December 11, 2015 

Representative Mike Hawker 
Alaska State Capitol, Room S02 
Juneau, Alaska 99801·1182 

I 

Re: Reauthorization of the Alaska Commission on Aging 

Representative Hawker, 

____ ,,, • -- _.....v'r• ...,,.,......, •1.IV 

Anchorage AK 9950& 
Phone (907) 334-4480 
Fax (907) 334-4486 

The Office of the Long Term Care Ombudsman strongly supports the reauthorization of the Alaska 
Commission on Aging. Under the commission's sunset provision, leglslatlon ls needed to reauthorize 
the Alaska Commission on Aging for the next eight years. The Alaska Commission on Aging Is required 
as the state's advisory council under the Older Americans Act and allows the State to receive $11 
mlllion In federal funding. 

The Office of the Long Term Care Ombudsman partners with Alaska Commission on Aging on many 
projects related to the health and safety of Alaskan over the age of 60. The Office of the Long Tenn 
Care Ombudsman worked with the Alaska Commission on Aging and other stakeholders In the senior 
community In the development of the Alaska State Plan on ~nlor SeNlces. The Office of the Long 
Tenn Care Ombudsman also collaborates with the Alaska Commission on Aging to resolve Issues as 
they arise that affect the lives of Alaskan seniors Including the development and implementation of 
Alaska's Roadmap to Address Alzheimer's Dlseas~ and Re/at~ ~mentias as well as legislation to 
Improve the protection of seniors who use Power of Attorney documents. 

As the population of baby boomers will triple the number of seniors in Alaska In the next 20 years, It 
ls more important than ever to have the Alaska Commission on Aging to plan for the needs of this 
growfna population. The Office of the Long Term Care Ombudsman and the Alaska Commission on 
Aging wlll continue to work together to Identify and resolve issues that directly affect the lives of 
Alaskans over the age of 60. 

Sincerely, e~ct(~ 
State Long Tenn Care Ombudsman 





MAT•IU CDUNCIL ON AGINCI 

August 12, 2015 

Alaska Commission on Aging 
Ms. Denise Daniello, Executive Director 
PO Box 110693 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0693 

Ms. Danlello: 

At the direction of the Mat-Su CouncU on Aging (MCoA), It is~~ provide you with 
this letter of support specific to the findings of the ~t Le.I~ Sunset Review Audit 
wherein they recommended the Alaska Commission orf Aai_rig·(ACoA) be exte~ed eight years 

to June 30, 2024. ( . : "' -

While MCoA concurs with the April 10, 2015 audit fl{lcflngs, · also believe it Is lmperat~ we 
take time to address some of the reasons why we\~upPQ · extensfort-if ACoA and to ta~ a 
moment to say thank-you. As Alaska leads the natloh· 1~p(a_~for growth, the valu~f 
ACoA for Seniors and their famlly members has neve~ ~e-m,_£!!.ate'r. You, your staff and eJch 
Commissioner deserves recognition for your pol!tVcommltinent and heartfelt pass! · In 

. helplng Seniors and Elders wherever they may reside aaos~he Last Frontier. For that. w are 
extremely pleased and we express our sincere gratitude. 

Since Its legal Inception 33 years ago, ACoA has embarked on~-~ O,t\!9 en~re di,}. and 
Independence for older AJaskans. Over those years, lndividua s av~ mrrt"' useful and 
meanlngful fives through the countfess hours of planning, ~ ociag-~dtatiort~olicymaklng 
and fnteragency partnershfps developed by the ComrplHro,t . Put another wa\;,{Aa,~has been 
the eyes and ears of many Seniors f n Alaska sf nee 1982-:--~tlc /J;,.· -1.· ~ 

\ t:~ c· ~~ iJi.'.~ 
In recent years. the Commission has addressed severi~~~naf~e;iin an effort to r4~~ 
the many Issues facins AJaska's aging population. Th~ i¼~e,~~~~ others: Senior Ho~"!~\\\ 
Summit; Power of Aging Conference; Healthy Body/H,attl,y·Briln..~palgn; Fall Prevention 
eoaritJon; Workforce Development; Alaska's Roadma~to -~d.~~ Alzheimer's DlsHse and 
Related Dementias; and, a report on the Economic Welf.;Beln~~aska Seniors. Through 

- -exploration-of each of-the,e- very- Important topfa-the-ACoA"":"hi~ned-dobrs;- Initiated • · 
dialogue; and, provided much needed education to fellow Alaskans and el~~als on the 
vast needs of Seniors In our state. Likewise, the Commission was lnstrumentai';:t\ calling 
attention to the fact that Seniors represent an approxlmate $3 billion Industry wtthln:&las1ca....,.--





toaay- ana ror the state to retain that economic benefit-Alaska must be wllllns to continue to 
invest in programs and services that allow our elderly to remain here as they retire and enjoy 
their golden years. 

Now, as Baby Boomers continue to retire in earnest and our Senior population expands to 
record highs, we ask that you continue to abide by your suidins principles of allowfns Seniors to 
live with dlsnlty and respect; remain Independent for as Ions as possible; age In place in the 
least restrictive setting possible; and, assure Seniors remain connected as valued members of 
their families and communities. As one of your partners, MCoA is equally committed to these 
principles and we look forward to working with you in achieving success. 

Our warmest regards to you, your staff and all of the Commissioners. 

Respectfully, 

~ 
Chair, Mat·Su Council on Aging 

POBox2754 
Palmer, Alaska 99645 





. . 

Muruc1pa1!ty of Anchorage 
Rthan Berkowit7.. Mayor 

Senior Cirhr.cns ,\dvisory Commission 

January 14, 2016 

Senator Bill Stoltze 
Alaska Capitol, Room J 25 
J1.U1eau. AK.99801-1 J 82 

Dear Senator StoJtze, 

As Che Chair for the Senior Citizens Advisory Commission (SCAC), it is my pleasure to offer our 
support for the reauthorization of the Alaska Commission on Aging (ACOA). Since their early days. 
ACOA has partnered with the SCAC to advocate for the needs of older Alaskans. ensuring them 
dignity, health, safety and independence. 

ACOA serves as a statutory advisory board to the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority (AMHTA) 
and advises the AMHTA on the needs of older Alaskans with cognitive impainnents, including 
Alzheimer's disease and related dementias. The Commission. in partnership with the AMHTA and 
other agencies. published Alaska's Roadmap toAddrtJ.J Alzheimer's Disease and Related 
Dtmentleu (201J). The Commission also makes recommendations to the AMHTA Board of 
Trustees regarding mental health programs for Senior Trust Beneficiaries (older people with 
dementia and other cognitive impainnents) and the use of funds that benefit this vulnerable 
population. 

ACOA and SCAC have worked collaboratively on a number of projects over the years, including 
the Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) project, senior and aceessible/affordable 
housing. coordinated transportation, the Alzheimer's Disease and Related Dementias (ADRD) 
Roadmap mentioned above, and many others. As we have supported each other and combined our 
efforts. these projects have reached fruition, allowing older Alaskans to continue Jiving in their 
home communities. among loved ones that appreciate and include them in community activities. 

We very much appreciate your proposal of legislation for ACOA's reauthorization. The 
Commission will be happy to offer any information or any other means or support for ACOA 
during this process. Please feel free to contact me if I can be of any assistance. 

Carol Jackson 
Chair, Senior Citizens Advisory Commission 





December 15, 2015 

Representative Mike Hawker 
. Alaska C/Jpital,Room 502 

Juneau, AK 99801·1182 

North Star Council on Aging 
Meals on Wheels 

1424 Moore Street. Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
Phone: 907-452-1735 I Fax: 451-9974 

nscoa.manager@alaska.net 

Dear Representative Mike Hawker, 

---· ----' 

Narth Star Council an Aging (NSCoA) completely supports the reauthorization of Alaska Commission on Aging 
(ACoA) and urges the legislature to approve an eight-year extension allowing ACoA to continue having a 
positive impact on our state. ACoA provides essential services to Alaska by satisfying the federal Older 

,,.-.. Americans Act requirement of having a council ta receive federal OAA/unding, which was almost $11 ml/lion 
In FY16. It is their mission to ensure the dignity and Independence or all older Alaskans, and to assrst 
them In leading useful and meanlngful llves through planning, advocacy, educatf on, and lnteragency 
cooperation. 

The comprehensive Alaska State Plan on Senior Services, developed by ACoA, gives benefldal educational and 
outreach to the senior providers In Alaska while making recommendations on legislation and appropriation 
benefiting the fast growing senior population of Alaska. With tremendous growth in the senior population 
the time to support ACoA is crucial. Every senior deserves the support of the services ACoA provides, directly 
or Indirectly, through the senior providers throughout our state. 

Thank you for your support of the ACoA blll allowing the valuable work to continue for another eight years. 
ACoA 's support of NSCoA has enabled our daily efforts to serve the Fairbanks North Star Borough's seniors 
ensuring they never go hungry or without. 

Respectfully, 

jn¼~ 
,,....... Executive Director • 

North Star Caundl on Aging 





DecemberJ5t201S 

Representative Mike Hawker 
Alaska Capitolt Room 502 
Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear Representative Hawker: 

SENIOR cmZENS OF KODIAKt INC. 
302 Erskine Avenue. l<odiak. AK 9961 S 

Phon~ (son 486·618 I 
fax: (9on 486·4S03 

E·mail: scokinc@ak.net 

On behalf of the Senior Citizens or Kodiak. Inc .. (SCOK) I would like to voice support for 
continuing the Alaska Commission on Aging (ACOA) • 

ACOA has played an important advocacy role in all senior issues across the state. Theyt :i.Iong 
with other senior advocacy groups. are watchdogs for policies, regulation. fiscal notes which 
effect Alaskans 60 and older. ACOA works well with other state departments as well as all 
providers of senior services. 

Please consider extending ACOA and the work it does on beh:i.Ir of all Alaska seniors. 

Sincerelyt 

J~~~ 
Susan Brockman, President 
SCOK Board of Directors .. 





-

Soldotna Area Senior Citizens, Inc. 
197 West Pane Awnue *Soldotna.Alaska 99e69 

Phone: (90n 262·2322 * Fax: (907} 282-2147 * solsrctr@alaska.net 

January 11, 2016 

Representative Mike Hawker 
Alaska Capital Room !502 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 

Dear Representative Hawker: 

I am writing this letter on behalf of recommending Legislation on reauthorization of the 
Af aska Commission on Aging for eight more years, and support of HB224. 

The Alaska Commission on Aging satisfied a requirement of the federal Older 
Amerieans Act (CAA). States receiving OM funding are required to have an advisory 
council that · 

"' Must be comprised of older lndMduals eJJglble to participate In OM-funded 
programs; 

-t' Advises the •state unH on aging• regalding matters of aging issues. In Alaska, 
The Department of Health & Social Services is the state unit on aging as 
designated by the Governor. The Alaska Commission on Aging serves as the 
advisory council to DHSS and satisfies this federa1 requirement. 

Alaska is receMng almost $11 million dollars in Federal OAA funding in FY2016 thanks 
to Its cornpUance with the Older Americans Ad. 

The Alaska Commission on Aging develops the comprehensive Alaska State Plan on 
Senior Services, makes recommendations on legislation and appropriations beneficlal 
for older Alaskans, and provides education/outreach regaldlng matters related to aging. 

The Alaska Commrsslon on Aging also serves as a statutory acfvfsory board to the 
Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority (AMHTA) and advises the AMHTA on needs of 
o\der Alaskans with cognitive Jmpalrments1 lncf udlng Alzheim~fs disease and related 
Dementias. The Commission, In partnership with the AMHTA and other agencies 
publlshecl Alaska's Roadmap to Address Alzheimer's OiHese and Related Dementias 
(2015). The Commission also makes recommendations to the AMHT A Board of 
Trustees regarding mental health programs for Senior Trust Beneficiaries (older people 

1 





vulnerable population. 

The Ataska Commission on Aging services as an advocate and educator regarding the 
needs of Alaska's older people to help ensure the dignity, health. safety7, and 
Independence of Alaska's seniors and to assist them In leading useful and meaningful 
Uvea. 

Legis.latlve Audit conducted a sunset audit of the Commission In 2015, ccncludlng that 
the Corrvnlssion Is servfng the pubfic's Interest by helping older Alaskans lead dignified, 
Independent and useful rives, and that the Commission meets the federal requirement 
or each state to establish an advisory council to advise the state on matters related to 
aging. 

The Commission's FY2016 budget is $542.700 ($45.9 GF; $348.1 lnteragency Receipts 
that Include federal pass--through funds; $29.6 GF/MH; and $119.1 MHT AAR). The 
CommiSSlon consists of eleven seats and has a staff of four full-time employees. 

The Alaska Commission on Aging was estabDshed In 1981 under AS47.45.20Q..,290, 
end Is scheduled to sunset June 30, 2016 under AS 44.66.010(a)(4). The proposed 
legfslation would amend AS.BB.010(a)(4) to extend the Commission's sunset date by 
eight years to June 30, 2024. 

The Alaska Commission Agtng is a vital partner of Soldotna Area Senior Citizens, Inc., 
In Its mission In providing year.round, welJ..designed, programs end services that help 
support the health, well-being and independence of Alaska seniors. We would highly 
recommend that Leglslatfon for the Alaska Commission on Aging be a top priority to 
extend its sunset date through June 20, 2024. 

~d 
George Parks 
President 
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email: ptzsrl@yahoo.com 

Dec. 15, 20 I 5 

Representative Mike Hawker 
Alaska Capitol Room 502 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 

-, --------,-- ____ ...,. 
cell: 907-299-0539 

Re: Support for the Alaska Commission on Aging; Re.authorization 

Dear Representative Hawker, 

Often we take the time to criticize. but seldom do we take to opportunity to praise good works, 
especially those of governmental agencies. 

The Alaska Commission on Aging (ACoA) provides information and resources to everyday Seniors as 
well as many agencies at the borough and local level. Only a few boroughs have their own Senior 
agency and even those rely heavily on the ACoA to accomplish their support for the Senior community. 

Personally, the ACoA has provided support and assistance with my efforts to create a Senior 
Commission for the Kenai Peninsula Borough. This effort should come to fruition in the near futme. 

In many cases, the ACoA is the only resource for Seniors to contact. The ACoA, its employees and 
Commissioners contribute to the enrichment of the lives of our Seniors and that enrichment , in many 
cases, extends both longevity and quality of life. 

Please accept this letter as my request, recommendation. encouragement that you re.authorize the 
Commission. so that it may continue its grc.at work on behalf of Alaska's Senior population. The 
ACoA advocacy and support of the Senior community is a necessity for all of us. 

Thank you in advance for your support and re-authorization of such a necessary agency to the State of 
Alaska Senior community. 

Sincerely, 

Peter T. Zuyus 
Peter T. Zuyus 
Senior Citizen 

cc:ACoA 





·cey 
Community Core Coalition 

February 3, 2016 

Representative Paul Seaton 
Chair, House Health and Social Services 
State Capitol Room 102 
Juneau, AK. 99801 

The Community Care Coalition (CCC) is comprised of trade associations who provide 
care for elderly, disabled and at-risk Alaskans. The Alaska Association on 
Developmental Disabilities, AgeNet, Assisted Living Association of Alaska and the 
Personal Care Assistant Provider's Association have banded together in a united voice to 
bring forward our collective message on behalf of our most vulnerable citizenry. As 
members of the home and community-based long term care industry, we collectively 
represent a11 of Alaska with over 50,000 consumers, family members and staff. We want 
to thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment on HB 226 which proposes 
to extend the Alaska Commission on Aging (ACOA) to June 30, 2024. 

The mission of ACOA is to ensure the dignity and independence of all older Alaskans, 
and to assist them to lead useful and meaningful lives through planning, advocacy, 
education, and interagency cooperation. ACOA satisfies a requirement of the federal 
Older Americans Act (OAA), a11owing Alaska to receive almost $11 million in federal 
OAA funding in FY2016. These funds help to support older Alaskans in receiving 
services close to home. Alaska has one of the fastest growing senior populations per 
capita, many of whom are dealing with or wiU develop Alzheimer's disease and related 
dementias (ADRD). ACOA was instrumental in partnering with the Alaska Mental 
Health Trust Authority and a wide range of stakeholders to develop Alaska's Roadmap to 
Address Alzheimer's Disease and Related Dementias (2015). This document will provide 
guidance for services and funding as our society continues to grapple with the health 
issues presented by ADRD. 

The staff of ACOA work diligently to advocate for older Alaskans, their families and 
community service providers. Their voice is strong and well respected. The association 
members of the Community Care Coalition fully support the extension of the Alaska 
Commission on Aging to June 30, 2024. We encourage the House Health and Social 
Services committee to pass HB226. 

Sandra J Heffern 
Chair 
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